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Hurricanes, 
Earthquakes, 
and  Compassion 


You  may  have  heard  the  statement  of  Bob  McAlister  who  is  on  the 
staff  of  South  Carolina  Governor,  Carroll  Campbell.  He  said  in  the  af¬ 
termath  of  Hugo,  “Without  the  churches  I  don’t  know  what  we  would 
have  done.” 

Within  minutes  of  the  San  Francisco  earthquake,  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  the  Bay  Area  were  organizing  rescue  and  relief  efforts. 
Pastors  counseled  around  the  clock  as  they  worked  with  persons  who 
had  lost  family,  friends,  and  homes. 

Along  with  UMCOR  and  the  Bishop’s  Call,  a  ham  operator’s  net¬ 
work  known  as  AMEN  (Amateur  Methodist  Emergency  Network)  was 
one  of  the  few  sources  of  information  letting  the  world  know  about  Hu¬ 
go’s  devastation  in  the  Virgin  Islands  and  Puerto  Rico. 

As  one  Methodist  leader  said,  “Our  primary  concern  is  with  people 
and  their  needs.” 

Thank  God  that  the  Church  responds  again  and  again  to  the  unend¬ 
ing  hurts  and  needs  of  all  people.  And  thank  God  the  people  called 
Methodist  are  always  ready  and  willing  to  be  a  part  of  that  response, 
and  to  do  so  with  passion!  In  fact,  that  is  the  literal  meaning  of  the 
word  “compassion.” 

Many  of  our  local  churches  have  finished  the  year  by  struggling  to 
pay  all  apportionments  and  missional  askings.  Your  faithfulness  — 
and  compassion  —  fed  starving  children,  clothed  those  who  live  in 
rags,  provided  medical  and  dental  aid  where  there  is  no  other  source, 
sent  missionaries,  created  and  administered  programs  and  resources 
for  the  local  churches,  and  provided  hurricane  and  earthquake  relief 
within  hours  after  the  tragedies  hit. 

I  thank  God  for  your  global  vision  of  the  church.  When  Christians 
build  barriers  and  boundaries  around  their  local  churches  and  commu¬ 
nities,  they  soon  lose  sight  of  the  saving  power  of  the  gospel  and  the 
Great  Commission’s  vision  of  good  news  being  sent  to  all  people  and 
nations. 

The  genius  of  Methodism  has  long  been  its  compassion  for  all  peo¬ 
ple  and  its  passion  for  serving  and  being  instruments  of  salvation  to 
each  person. 
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Christian  Retreat 
to  be  Held  in  Ruston 


The  annual  North  Louisiana 
Christian  Ashram  will  be  held  in 
Ruston  January  18-20,  at  the  Holi¬ 
day  Inn.  The  Ashram  is  a  retreat 
setting  that  emphasizes  spiritual 
growth  through  enthusiastic  preach¬ 
ing,  Bible  study,  prayer  and  sharing, 
and  contemporary  Christian  music. 

Rev.  Harold  Bales,  pastor  of  Cen¬ 
tral  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Asheville,  North  Carolina,  is  the 
evangelistic  preacher.  Rev.  Peter 
Gillquist,  archpriest  in  the  Antio¬ 
chian  Orthodox  Christian  Church, 
is  the  Bible  teacher.  Ron  Deal  and 
Sherry  Pody  of  Ruston  are  the  mu¬ 
sic  leaders. 

The  Christian  Ashram  Move¬ 
ment,  founded  by  the  late  mission¬ 
ary-evangelist  E.  Stanley  Jones 


Over  350  Attend  Bishop's  Call 
for  reconciliation  and  unity 


Over  350  persons  from  across  the 
Conference  gathered  at  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge  Saturday,  De¬ 
cember  2,  1 989,  for  a  day  of  Recon¬ 
ciliation  and  Unity. 

The  purpose  of  the  event  was  to 
bring  together  the  leaders  of  the 
Conference  in  order  to  address  the 
concern  of  racism  to  enable  a  move 
toward  a  more  inclusive  United 
Methodist  Church. 


A  copy  of  the 
keynote  address  by 
Bishop  Ammons  will 
be  included  in  the 
next  coordinated 
mailing. 


Treadling  Good  News  to  the  Poor' 

Human  Relations  Day  Offering  Jan.  14 


We  are 
ambassadors 
for 

XHRIST 


Human  Relations  Day 
January  14,  1990 

For  the  past  30  years,  community 
developer  Maudine  Holloway  has 
struggled  to  help  Haven  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Anniston,  Al¬ 
abama,  live  up  to  its  name.  With 
sparse  funds,  she  and  her  small  staff 
try  to  ease  the  pain  of  poverty  in 
their  community  by  providing  food, 
clothing,  shelter,  job  opportunities, 
counseling  and  other  necessities  to 
thousands  of  residents  each  year. 

In  1969,  amid  racial  oppression, 


civil  unrest,  declining  industries 
and  rising  unemployment,  Ms. 
Holloway  marched  for  civil  rights, 
negotiated  with  city  officials  to  help 
dismantle  racial  discrimination, 
and  managed  to  scrape  together 
$3,800  to  serve  900  needy  Annis- 
ton-area  residents.  In  1988,  with 
$5,000  from  the  Human  Relations 
Day  offering  and  whatever  addi¬ 
tional  funds  they  could  find,  she 
and  her  staff  were  able  to  serve 
more  than  44,000  clients. 

Yet,  the  increasing  despair  they 
encounter  in  the  lives  of  women 
and  young  people  demands  more 
than  basic  necessities.  “We’re  losing 
so  many  of  our  children  to  drugs, 
gangs,  pregnancy  and  suicide,”  she 
said.  "We’ve  got  to  do  something  to 
save  them  now.” 

Recently  Holloway  and  others  es¬ 
tablished  the  Women's  Community 
Center  in  nearby  Hobson  City,  Ala¬ 
bama.  The  center  offers:  personal 
development  counseling  for  youths 
to  help  prevent  drug  abuse,  gang  ac- 


Around  the  Conference 

III 


CONFERENCE  REPRESENTED  IN  DALLAS  —  Rev.  John  Winn,  Rev. 
Tim  Lawson,  and  Rev.  Marie  Williams,  represented  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  the  fall  meeting  of  the  Perkins  Alumni  Council  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  in  Dallas.  They  and  other  council 
members  meet  twice  each  year  to  study  and  report  in  working  com¬ 
mittees  on  recruitment,  continuing  education,  development,  alumni 
relations,  and  internship  concerns  in  support  of  the  school.  Rev. 
Williams  is  currently  president,  while  Rev.  Winn  chairs  the  recruit¬ 
ment  committee,  and  Rev.  Lawson  chairs  the  alumni  relations  com¬ 
mittee. 


while  ministering  in  India  over  50 
years  ago,  takes  its  name  from  the 
Sanskrit  word  meaning  “a  retreat 
from  hard  work.”  In  the  current 
context  this  world-wide,  interde¬ 
nominational  movement  is  referred 
to  as  a  retreat  for  recommitment  to 
Christ.  Jones  noted,  “We  gather  to¬ 
gether  people  of  all  denominations, 
races  and  occupations.  Around  the 
person  of  Christ  we  become  one  to 
help  us  become  more  committed 
citizens  of  God’s  Kingdom.” 

For  a  brochure  or  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  Ashram,  call  the  direc¬ 
tor,  Marietta  Payne,  at  539-3009, 
the  registrar,  Yvonne  Bennett,  at 
255-61 18,  or  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ruston. 


To  All  Insurance 
Subscribers: 


1990  Insurance  Premiums 


$  1 44.00/mo. 
$382. 00/mo. 
$  62.00/mo. 


Single 

Family 

MS-65 


Notice  To  Pastors  And 
Local  Church  Treasurers 

The  last  day  for  mailing  1989  Remittances  of  apportionments  and 
other  offerings  is  Monday,  January  8,  1990. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  “LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFER¬ 
ENCE”  mail  to:: 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Office  of  Financial  Affairs 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 


The  day  included  worship,  a  key¬ 
note  address,  small  group  sharing,  a 
panel  discussion,  general  discussion 
and  reflection. 

Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons  of  West 
Ohio  Conference  was  keynote 
speaker  for  the  event.  In  his  ad¬ 
dress,  “An  Inclusive  Church:  Di¬ 
lemma  or  Opportunity?,”  he  high¬ 
lighted  St.  Paul’s  epistles  of  Romans 
and  I  Corinthians  noting  their  “high 
regard  to  community.” 

Participants  also  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  share  in  small  groups  to  both 
reflect  on  the  keynote  address  and 
to  share  concerns  and  affirmations 
related  to  our  corporate  journey  in 
faith. 

In  his  closing  response  of  the  day 
Bishop  Ammons  challenged  every¬ 
one  present  to  reflect  on  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “What  have  I  done  as  pastor 
or  laity  to  raise  the  awareness  of  the 
church  regarding  the  matter  of  di¬ 
versity  in  the  life  of  the  church?” 

The  day  ended  with  a  sending 
forth  by  Bishop  William  B.  Oden. 


tivity  and  early  pregnancy;  an  infor¬ 
mative,  encouraging  support  group 
for  older  women;  and  tutoring  and 
nutrition  classes  for  children. 

The  Community  Developers  Pro¬ 
gram  enables  29  church-based  orga¬ 
nizers  like  Maudine  Holloway  to  go 
beyond  meeting  basic  needs,  as  they 
seek  to  enhance  the  outreach  minis¬ 
try  of  ethnic  congregations  in  com¬ 
munities  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico.  Their  work 
is  supported  by  57  percent  of  the 
Human  Relations  Day  offering, 
which  United  Methodist  churches 
will  receive  January  14. 

The  United  Methodist  Voluntary 
Services  program  received  33  per¬ 
cent  of  the  offering  to  assist  a  net¬ 
work  of  30  community-based 
organizations  in  their  common  fight 
against  poverty,  racism  and  injus¬ 
tice.  With  the  help  of  churches  and 
other  groups,  these  diverse  organi¬ 
zations  work  with  citizens  to  obtain 
housing,  land  and  employment 
rights;  environmental  and  racial 


justice;  cultural  awareness;  and  oth¬ 
er  aspects  of  a  just  society. 

The  Youth  Offender  Rehabilita¬ 
tion  Program  which  receives  10  per¬ 
cent  of  the  offering,  is  helping  two 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  churches  de¬ 
velop  a  restitution  and  counseling 
program  to  give  first-time  juvenile 
offenders  a  second  chance.  Mean¬ 
while,  other  opportunities  are  being 
explored  elsewhere  to  minister  to 
the  growing  numbers  of  troubled, 
misguided  and  often  neglected 
young  people. 

“We  have  to  let  this  cruel,  hungry 
world  and  its  forgotten  people  see 
Jesus  through  us,”  said  Holloway. 
On  Human  Relations  Day  we  cele¬ 
brate  the  call  to  embody  Christ’s 
message  of  love,  hope  and  reconcili¬ 
ation  for  people  in  need  every¬ 
where.  Gifts  collected  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  helps  com¬ 
mitted  individuals,  groups  and 
churches  to  preach  Jesus’  good  news 
in  caring  actions  that  speak  louder 
than  words. 


L.I.C.  Questionnaire  to  Focus 
on  Elderly 


The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Con¬ 
ference  Commission  on  Aging  will 
distribute  a  three-page  question¬ 
naire  to  churches  in  Louisiana  re¬ 
garding  available  resources  for  the 
elderly. 

The  survey,  designed  by  the 
Commission’s  Subcommittee  on  El¬ 
derly  Needs,  focuses  on  five  areas: 
Medical/Health  Care  Services,  Nu¬ 
trition  Services,  Transportation, 
Support  Services,  Support  Groups 
and  Spiritual  Growth. 


The  churches  will  be  given  two 
weeks  to  complete  the  question¬ 
naire.  The  committee  asks  that  the 
completed  form  be  returned  to  the 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
office  at  4440  North  Foster  Drive, 
Suite  106,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70806, 
no  later  than  January  30,  1990. 

The  results  of  the  survey  will  be 
compiled,  and  follow-up  resources 
seminars  will  be  provided  in  several 
key  cities  throughout  Louisiana  to 
assist  churches  in  improving  their 
ministry  to  their  older  members. 


In  Memoriam 


Zona  McKeithen,  wife  of  retired  minister  J.  P.  McKeithen,  died 

December  17,  1989.  Mrs.  McKeithen  was  76  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Become  a  Member 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Resource  Center  is  steadily  growing  to  meet 
your  needs.  We  encourage  your  church  to  make  use  of  the  Center  by  using 
the  resources  that  are  available. 

Because  the  Resource  Center  is  a  subscription  service,  your  church  pays 
one  annual  fee.  The  rates  are  very  nominal  and  are  based  upon  the  size  of 
your  church. 

This  membership  is  good  for  one  calendar  year  and  enables  member 
churches  to  use  the  various  resources  at  no  charge.  Members  only  pay  cost 
of  postage.  Non-members  will  be  charged  a  rental  fee  plus  postage. 

Funds  obtained  from  subscription  fees  are  used  to  purchase  new  materi¬ 
al  for  the  Resource  Center.  In  1989,  33  resources,  consisting  of  mostly  vid¬ 
eos,  were  purchased  by  the  department. 

We  are  prepared  to  help  users  and  prospective  users  of  the  Resource 
Center  in  a  number  of  ways.  Contacts  are  welcome  by  mail,  telephone,  or 
by  a  personal  visit. 


Bishop  Oden  and  Bishop  Ammons  respond  to  comments  during 
the  recent  gathering. 


Those  attending  the  day  long  event  participate  in  round  table  dis¬ 
cussions. 


RESOURCE 

CENTER 


1  -  199 
200  -  499 
500  -  999 
1,000  -  Over 


15.00 

20.00 

25.00 

30.00 


Type  of  Resource 

Members 

Non-Members 

Films trip/Slides 

No  charge 

$  3.00 

16MM  under  15  min. 

No  charge 

$  6.00 

16MM  over  15  min. 

No  charge 

$10.00 

VHS  Tapes 

No  charge 

$  6.00 

Kits 

No  charge 

$4.00 

RESOURCE  CENTER  MEMBERSHIP  FORM 


Church  _ 
Address 


Street  (Not  P.  O.Box) 
Person  submitting  membership 
Pastor 


"TTt T 


Amount  of  fee  enclosed  $ 


Phone 

Date 


Return  to:  Conference  Resource  Center,  527  N.  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 


Faith  forum 


JANUARY  5,  1990 


Tlie  Uniied  Methodist 
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EditoriaL 


Baffling  conduct  and  our  calling 


Small  wonder  that  secular  observ¬ 
ers  seem  barely  to  have  noticed  the 
important  place  of  religion  in  recent 
current  events  across  the  globe! 

From  a  secular  perspective — the 
perspective  of  most  news  media 
personnel — the  following  events  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  bafflingly  little  in  com¬ 
mon — except  for  "somehow”  being 
related  to  Christianity. 

■  The  Roman  Catholic  Church’s 
diplomatic  representative  in  Pana¬ 
ma  recently  granted  refuge  to  de¬ 
posed  Panamanian  dictator,  Gen. 
Manuel  Noriega. 

■  Christmas  carols  were  broad¬ 
cast  by  Radio  Bucharest  for  the  first 
time  since  1947  during  a  lull  in  Ro¬ 
mania’s  violent  civil  uprising 
against  communist  tyranny. 

■  Protestant  and  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  leaders  in  East  Germany  were  in¬ 
vited  to  join  with  other  opponents 
of  their  deposed  rulers  to  plan  their 
nation’s  political  future. 

We  believe  this  list  should  be 
seen  as  far  more  instructive  than  co¬ 
incidental. 

At  one  level,  there’s  little  that’s 
uniquely  Christian  in  such  varied 
and  seemingly  unrelated  events  as: 

/  providing  refuge  until  a  com¬ 
plex  moral  and  political  circum¬ 
stance  is  resolved  (Panama); 

S  celebrating  restoration  of  a 
measure  of  social  and  religious  free¬ 
dom  (Romania);  and 

/  being  a  constructive  critic  and 
colleague  in  efforts  to  restore  politi¬ 
cal  order  (East  Germany); 

What  this  diversity  of  roles 


shows,  however,  is  basic  to  the  ai* 
ture  of  Christianity.  Our  faith  re¬ 
lates  to  all  of  life,  but  outward 
expressions  of  the  Christian  way  of 
life  often  defy  simple  description. 

Rather,  the  outward  form  of  fol¬ 
lowing  Christ  depends  in  large  part 
upon  the  particular  circumstances 
which  we  as  Christians  face. 

Following  the  biblical  model  of  be¬ 
ing  "all  things  to  all  people,"  we  are 
called  to  meet  people  of  all  ideological 
and  political  stripes  where  they  are — 
in  public  events  and  private  circum¬ 
stances — with  Christ-like  compassion 
and  hope  (1  Corinthians  9:22). 

Such  conduct  frequently  baffles 
those  who  don’t  share  its  underlying 
basis — commitment  to  following  Je¬ 
sus.  Yet,  in  remarkably  diverse  ways, 
that  commitment  is  being  lived  out 
faithfully  by  vast  numbers  of  Chris¬ 
tians — some  caught  in  the  throes  of 
worldwide  social  upheavals  and 
many  others  in  ordinary  situations. 

We  may  not  always  understand  or 
approve  of  the  specific  actions  of  our 
Christian  sisters  and  brothers  as  they 
seek  to  put  their  faith  into  practice. 

But  we  should  be  grateful  for  the 
active  presence  of  Christ  bringing 
meaning  and  healing  and  wholeness 
to  so  many  human  lives. 

We  should,  at  the  least,  support  our 
fellow  Christians — locally,  nationally 
and  worldwide — with  our  prayers. 

And  we  should  recommit  ourselves 
during  the  New  Year  to  presenting 
the  joyful  opportunity  of  following 
Christ  to  people  we  know  who  have 
not  yet  made  that  commitment. 


Here  I  Stand _  _ 

^Ve  must  speak  out  on  social  issues 


By  JACK  M.  TUELL 

When  Bishop  Leo  Maher  of 
the  San  Diego  diocese  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church  barred 
Lucy  Killea — a  candidate  for  the 
California  state  senate — from  the 
sacraments  because  of  her  out¬ 
spoken  pro-choice  position  on 
abortion,  it  had  a  number  of  ef¬ 
fects: 

■  It  got  her  elected.  A  Demo¬ 
cratic  candidate  in  a  strong  Re¬ 
publican  district,  she  was  clearly 
the  underdog  until  the  publicity 
created  by  the  bishop’s  action. 

■  It  unleashed  a  barrage  of 
criticism  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  for  “tampering  with  the 
separation  of  church  and  state.” 

■  It  stimulated  a  lot  of  discus¬ 
sion  about  the  proper  role  of  reli¬ 
gious  bodies  in  the  public  and 
political  life  of  our  nation. 

What  concerns  me  most 

What  concerns  me  most  is  the 
frequently  expressed  view  that, 
“The  Roman  Catholic  Church  is 
imposing  its  religious  view  on  the 
public  policy  of  the  community.” 
The  implication  is  that  this  vio¬ 
lates  the  separation  of  church 
and  state. 

But  what  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  is  doing  is  setting  forth 
its  moral  teachings  and  imposing 


"Here  I  Stand" 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  ex¬ 
press  opinions 
and  concerns 
about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church. 

Bishop  lack  M. 

Tuell  is  resident 
bishop  of  the  Lo 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length) 
to  "Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


its  discipline  on  those  who  are  its 
members. 

In  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  we  have  a  proud  tradition 
of  speaking  out  on  moral  issues 
that  are  being  discussed  in  the  po¬ 
litical  arena.  Our  basis  for  doing 
this  is  our  conviction  that  the  Gos¬ 
pel  applies  to  all  of  life  and  so 


must  be  brought  to  bear  on  these 
issues.  In  this  sense  we  too  are 
proclaiming  “religious  views.” 

If  we  don’t  believe  that  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church  should  do 
this,  however,  how  can  we  possi¬ 
bly  justify  doing  it  ourselves? 

To  put  it  another  way,  to  argue 
that  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
has  no  right  to  express  its  reli¬ 
gious  views  on  matters  in  the 
public  arena  is  to  cut  the  nerve  of 
all  Christian  social  concern  and 
action  by  any  church. 

We  permit  great  freedom 

It  is  true  that  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  we  permit 
great  freedom  for  the  individual 
to  interpret  the  Bible  and  teach¬ 
ings  of  our  church. 

We  do  not  give  bishops  the 
right  to  bar  members  from  the 
sacraments.  But  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  who 
enter  the  political  arena  should 
take  no  less  seriously  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  their  church  even  as  they 


exercise  their  freedom  to  inter¬ 
pret  for  themselves  those  teach¬ 
ings. 

What  is  totally  unacceptable  is 
the  idea  that,  upon  entering  the 
political  world,  teachings  about 
morality  that  grow  out  of  one’s 
religious  convictions  are  no  long¬ 
er  in  effect. 

To  accept  such  a  view  is  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  heresy  that  the  Gospel  of 
the  Christ  applies  to  some  areas 
of  life  but  not  to  others. 

Gospel  applies  to  all  life 

God’s  good  news  for  creation, 
by  its  nature,  applies  to  the 
whole  of  life,  including  the  social 
and  political  realm. 

It  follows  that  Christian  bod¬ 
ies,  large  or  small.  Catholic  or 
Protestant,  have  both  the  right 
and  the  responsibility  to  teach 
and  proclaim  their  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  Gospel. 

What  Bishop  Maher’s  action 
and  its  unintended  results  should 
teach  us  is  that  speaking  out  on 
volatile  issues  is  something  to  be 
handled  with  great  care,  lest  what 
is  said  be  ineffective  or  even 
counter-productive. 

But  the  principle  of  freedom  to 
speak  out  of  religious  conviction 
on  great  moral  issues  facing  our 
society  is  one  to  be  cherished  and 
guarded  with  all  of  our  being. 


Faith!. in^ - 

Do  you  agree  with  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  that  Christians  have  both  a 
right  and  a  responsibility  to  speak  out  on  public  issues?  Tell  us  your 
views  by  recording  a  45-second  message  (maximum)  on  our  FaithLine 
answering  machine.  Call  (214)  630-6499  by  midnight  Jan.  10. 


Letters  to  the  f-Hiw 

It's  high  time  we  kicked  alcohol  ads  off  TV! 


Regarding  your  various  articles 
on  the  church’s  war  on  drugs: 

With  a  little  more  public  support 
we  can  take  alcohol,  the  number 
one  drug,  off  of  television  We  have 
done  it  with  tobacco.  It  is  overtime 
for  alcohol  to  go,  especially  related 
to  sports. 

How  can  we  talk  about  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  alcohol  when  young  people 
see  their  heroes  holding  up  a  can  of 
beer  or  popping  champagne  bottles? 

Wendell  L.  Golden 
Atlanta,  Georgia 

God  wants  us  to  witness 

I  was  interested  in  the  Dec.  15 
editorial  headlined,  “Do  we  neglect 
faith  talk?” 

Yes  I  think  we  do  neglect  faith 
talk.  I  never  hear  anybody  talking 
about  their  faith. 

God  wants  us  to  witness  for  Him. 

Since  I’ve  put  myself  in  God’s 
hands  I  want  to  share  my  faith 
whenever  I  can,  if  not  verbally  then 
in  writing  or  giving  someone  inspi- 


Pontius'  Puddle 


rational  material  or  books  to  read. 
There  are  several  ways  to  share  our 
faith. 

As  you  said,  the  Christmas  carol, 
“Go  tell  it  on  the  mountain,  over 
the  hills  and  everywhere,”  should 
be  told  all  year. 

Lorraine  Godar 
Westmont,  Illinois 


New  local  church  edition  readers  welcomed 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  wel¬ 
comes  as  new  readers  about  400 
member-families  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Brenham, 
Texas  (Texas  Annual  Conference) 
and  1,000  member-families  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Kis¬ 
simmee,  Fla.  (Florida  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent 
to  the  more  than  360  local  churches 
across  the  United  States  that  pub¬ 
lish  special  editions  of  the  Reporter. 
These  editions  combine  local 
church  news  with  general  religious 


news  and  opinion  and  are  mailed  as 
one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 
all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Brenham 
and  Kissimmee,  we  say,  “Welcome.” 
We  hope  you  find  your  new  church 
paper  interesting  and  informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  and 
opinion  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say  again, 
“Thank  you  for  reading  your  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter.” 


What  others  are  saying 


“Within  the  Wesleyan  tradition 
itself  are  the  seeds  of  renewal  ...  It 
needs  to  be  creatively  re-interpreted 
for  our  own  day.  . . .  The  seeds  of 
the  future  are  in  your  past.” 

— J.  Mary  Luti,  director  of  the  Cen¬ 
ter  for  the  Ministry  of  the  Laity,  An- 
dover-Newton  Theological  School. 

*  *  * 

“What  an  epitaph  that  would  be: 
!  Just  your  name  chiseled  in  stone 


and  then  an  !  That  would  certainly 
speak  volumes  about  your  life.  ...  I 
remembered  Origen’s  claim  that 
‘The  glory  of  God  is  man  [or  wom¬ 
an]  fully  alive!’  That  requires  an  ! 
whether  or  not  Origen  used  one.” 

— T.  C.  Whitehouse,  writing  in 
“Zion's  Herald,"  December  1989. 

*  *  * 

“If  ‘church  of  the  people’  means 


in  fact,  r  STUDY  MY 
BIBLE  ALMOST  EVERY 
DAY  OF  THE  WEEK. 


Freedoms  can  be  lost 

The  freedoms  that  the  peoples 
around  the  world  are  winning  will 
come  to  naught  if  these  people  do 
not  embrace  goodness,  industry  and 
truth. 

Should  they  become  infected  by 
“the  blood  of  the  dragon”  they  have 
slain,  their  freedoms  will  become 
memories. 

Evelyn  B.  McCulloh 
Hermitage,  Tennessee 

Reformer  or  redeemer? 

Your  editorial  of  Dec.  8  would  at¬ 
tempt  to  persuade  United  Method¬ 
ists  that  the  current  administration 
continues  to  support  the  murder  of 
El  Salvadoran  people. 

I  do  not  believe  that  United 
Methodist  folks  in  North  Texas  will 
accept  this  premise. 

I  find  it  very  difficult  to  consent 
to  your  political  urgings  in  favor  of 
one  political  philosophy  over  an¬ 
other. 


uiat  the  personal  religion  of  the  rul¬ 
er  is  the  official  religion  of  the  state, 
we  have  every  reason  to  be  suspi¬ 
cious  of  the  idea  of  the  church  of 
the  people.  ...  In  a  church  of  the 
people,  people  matter.  Their  experi¬ 
ences  become  part  of  revelation.” 

— John  Pobree,  an  Anglican  theolo¬ 
gian  from  Ghana,  writing  in  the 
World  Council  of  Churches'  maga¬ 
zine. 
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ALMOST  ON  MONDAY, 
ALMOST  ON  TUESDAY. 
ALMOST  ON--- 


To  call  upon  United  Methodist 
beliefs  as  a  means  of  achieving  a  po¬ 
litical  goal  seems  to  be  a  sure  way  to 
hasten  the  day  when  political  fac¬ 
tions  would  destroy  our  very  church 
foundation. 

We  believe  that  our  Savior  came, 
not  as  a  reformer,  but  as  a  redeem¬ 
er.  He  taught  us  to  interact  as  loving 
individuals.  Surely,  we  all  know 
that  our  church  survives  under  this 
system  of  Christ’s  love. 

Don  Wallace 
Carrollton,  Texas 

Why  university  in  Africa? 

Why,  instead  of  spending  $10  mil¬ 
lion  on  building  a  United  Methodist 
university  in  Africa,  as  unstable  as 
things  are  there,  don’t  we  use  that 
money  to  strengthen  the  theological 
schools  that  now  exist  and  which 
have  provided  so  much  Christian 
leadership  for  the  continent. 

The  future  of  Africa  is  in  its 
Christian  leadership.  Let’s  support 
those  who  are  providing  it  instead 
of  putting  all  of  our  eggs  in  one  bas¬ 
ket  which  could  be  upset  tomorrow. 
W.B.  Schoenbohm 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“So,  whether  you  eat  or  drink,  or 
whatever  you  do,  do  all  to  the  glory 
of  God.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  John  18:37) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  8 
Monday:  Psalms  29 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  42: 1-9 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  42: 1 0- 1 3 
Thursday:  Matthew  3:1-12 
Friday:  Matthew  3:13-17 
Saturday:  Acts  1 0: 1  -33 
Sunday:  Acts  10:34-43 


What  do  you  think?— 

Move  UM  missions  board? 
Readers  express  opinions 


The  Reporter  recently  asked 
readers  for  their  opinion  about  the 
feasibility/desirability  of  re-locating 
our  church’s  missions  board  from 
its  New  York  City  offices  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  15). 

Here  is  a  sampling  of  responses: 

United  Methodism  needs  to  get 
back  in  touch  with  common  people. 
Moving  the  mission  headquarters 
to  a  city  in  the  center  of  the  nation 
would  improve  communication  be¬ 
tween  people  working  on  the  na¬ 
tional  level  and  the  “ordinary” 
people  who  serve  Christ  in  the 
workplace  every  day. 

It  would  also  have  important 
symbolic  value  by  demonstrating 
that  the  church  agencies  represent 
and  work  for  the  millions  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Eleanor  Richards 
Sturgis,  South  Dakota 

After  a  recent  visit  to  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  I  feel 
that  its  present  location  is  adequate. 
Why  fix  something  that  isn’t  broken? 

John  Zimmerman 
Normalville,  Pennsylvania 

Out  of  New  York  City!  There  are 
cheaper  and  better  places.  Try  the 
central  part  of  the  United  States. 
New  York  City  is  too  expensive  and 
not  really  accessible. 

Burton  Kirby 

Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 


Should  our  missions  board  relo¬ 
cate  from  its  New  York  offices? 


Apparently  some  needed  changes 
are  being  made  as  far  as  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  being 
more  responsive  to  the  church. 
However,  I  think  it  would  be  a  good 
idea  for  the  board  to  move  to  the 
midwest,  preferably  to  a  small  town. 

In  fact,  the  smaller  the  better.  I 
think  mainstream  values  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  more 
reflected  in  small  towns  than  in  the 
glitter  of  New  York  City. 

Allison  Cambre 
Groves,  Texas 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
should  be  moved  from  New  York. 
It  is  in  the  best  interest  of  our 
church. 

E.L.  Wegerif 
Merritt  Island,  Florida 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church's  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church's  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  TX  75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
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Faith  at  work 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith 

_ = watch 

VOICING  SUPPORT:  A  letter  of  sol¬ 
idarity  has  been  sent  to  the  Christian  churches 
in  Romania  by  chief  executives  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  the  World  Alliance  of  Re¬ 
formed  Churches,  the  Lutheran  World  Federa¬ 
tion,  and  the  Conference  of  European 
Churches.  The  message  said,  in  part,  “As  a  new 
page  opens  up  in  the  history  of  Romania  we 
wish  to  express  our  solidarity  with  our  member 
churches  and  pray  [to]  God  that  they  may  be 
given  the  strength  and  wisdom  to  minister  to  all 
who  mourn  for  the  lives  given  in  the  struggle  for 
freedom  from  oppression.” 

ABORTION  PROTEST:  A  group  of 
United  Methodist  pastors  and  laity  have  sched¬ 
uled  a  chapel  service  at  10  a.m.  Jan.  21  at  the 
United  Methodist  building  in  Washington  to 
address  the  moral  dimensions  of  birth-control 
abortions.  The  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
Task  Force  of  United  Methodists  on  Abortion 
and  Sexuality,  a  two-year  old  unofficial  national 
network. 


UMs  reaching  out  to  people  with  AIDS 

Congregations,  individuals  respond  to  epidemic's  needs  with  new  ministries 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

Michael  Putnam  first  came  to 
the  United  Methodist  church  in 
Coupeville,  Wash.,  a  community 
of  800  people  along  Puget  Sound, 
to  talk  about  AIDS. 

He  was  known  to  the  members 
as  an  active  community  member 
who  had  recently  won  a  legal  bat¬ 
tle.  He  had  been  fired  from  his 
job  as  a  retirement  home  director 
after  being  diagnosed  with  ac¬ 
quired  immune  deficiency  syn¬ 
drome  in  August  1988. 

The  congregation  not  only  em¬ 
braced  Mr.  Putnam — he  joined 
at  Easter — but  also  embraced  his 
message. 

Coupeville’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  R. 
Gordon  Harrison,  said  that  the 
church  has  decided  to  become  a  re- 


*0**^  church 
has 

SA/Dsy 


Buttons  like  this  are  appearing  in 
United  Methodist  churches  as  minis¬ 
tries  to  people  with  AIDS  expand. 
This  first  in  a  series  explores  some 
ways  United  Methodists  are  helping 
people  with  AIDS. 

source  center  for  AIDS  education 
and  has  established  a  medical  ex¬ 
pense  fund  for  people  with  AIDS. 

The  Coupeville  experience  is 
an  example  of  how  United  Meth¬ 


odist  congregations  and  individ¬ 
uals  are  beginning  to  respond  to 
the  expanding  needs  of  the 
worldwide  AIDS  pandemic. 

One  of  the  best-known  congre¬ 
gational  programs  is  that  of  the 
515-member  Bering  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston.  The  congregation  runs 
a  dental  clinic,  day-care  center 
and  counseling  operation  for 
people  with  AIDS  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  The  church  offers  support 
groups  and  financial  assistance. 

Situated  in  a  neighborhood 
that  has  become  home  to  many 
gay  residents,  Bering  Memorial 
UMC  found  that  "the  intensity 
of  the  crisis  was  such  that  it  was 
hard  for  us  not  to  focus  on 
AIDS,”  said  the  Rev.  Donald  W. 
Sinclair,  the  pastor. 

“The  congregation  has  been 


phenomenal  in  its  volunteering, 
[to  support  AIDS  programs],”  he 
added.  “It  beats  anything  I  have 
ever  seen.” 

Bering  Memorial  UMC’s  1989 
records  through  October  showed 
the  dental  clinic  had  204  new  pa¬ 
tients  and  6 1 3  patients  on  file.  The 
day-care  center  enrolled  55  new 
people,  and  1,072  were  involved  in 
spiritual  support  groups. 

In  New  Orleans,  Peter  Bras¬ 
well,  a  member  of  Rayne  Memo¬ 
rial  United  Methodist  Church,  is 
an  example  of  how  individuals 
can  become  involved  in  AIDS 
ministry. 

Mr.  Braswell  is  active  in  a  local 
group,  NO/AIDS,  and  is  “bud¬ 
dy”  to  a  52-year-old  divorced  fa¬ 
ther  of  five  who  has  AIDS.  Mr. 
Braswell  is  also  involved  in  edu¬ 
cating  the  religious  community 


about  AIDS. 

His  involvement  began  when 
he  gave  a  Bible  to  a  friend  who 
had  just  been  diagnosed  with  the 
disease. 

“[At  the  time]  I  thought,  T  just 
cannot  let  him  go  through  this  by 
himself,’  ”  Mr.  Braswell  recalled. 
"He  needs  someone  to  support 
him  and  love  him  and  let  him 
know  that.” 

The  examples  of  grass-roots 
AIDS  ministry  by  individuals  and 
congregations  are  beginning  to  fos¬ 
ter  more  involvement  across  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  fact,  in  1988,  AIDS  education 
and  ministry  was  the  issue  most 
frequently  considered  by  annual 
conferences,  accounting  for  22  res¬ 
olutions,  or  3 1  percent  of  the  total, 
according  to  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 


BIBLE  SOCIETY  CEO:  The  American 
Bible  Society  has  elected  the  Rev.  Bryant  M. 
Kirkland,  minister  emeritus  of  The  Fifth  Ave¬ 
nue  Presbyterian  Church  in  New  York  City,  as 
its  first  chief  executive  officer.  Dr.  Kirkland  as¬ 
sumed  office  Jan.  1.  Traditionally,  all  activities 
of  the  173-year-old  society  have  been  overseen 
by  three  general  officers,  who  will  remain  in  of¬ 
fice  under  Dr.  Kirkland. 

NEW  RELATIONSHIP:  The  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  representatives  of  the 
U.S.  State  Department 
have  agreed  to  hold  infor¬ 
mal  meetings  on  a  regular 
basis,  rather  than  following 
the  pattern  of  waiting  for 
crises  to  bring  them  togeth¬ 
er.  The  Rev.  Leonid  Kish- 
kovsky,  the  incoming 
president  of  the  NCC,  and 
James  Hamilton,  the  newly  lames  Hamilton 
elected  general  secretary  and  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman,  said  they  expected  such  meetings  to 
help  create  more  meaningful  exchange. 

LITTLE  CONFIDENCE:  West  Ger¬ 
mans  are  losing  trust  in  their  churches,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  recent  poll  cited  in  Lutheran  World 
Information  news  service.  A  study  commis¬ 
sioned  by  the  West  German  Ministry  of  the  In¬ 
terior  ranked  10  major  social  institutions  on  the 
amount  of  public  confidence  held  in  them.  On  a 
scale  of  plus  five  (trust  completely)  to  minus 
five  (no  trust  at  all),  West  German  churches  fell 
from  1.9  in  1984  to  1.1  in  1989. 

WITH  ONE  ACCORD:  Prior  to  the 

American  invasion  of  Panama,  the  U.  S.  Catho¬ 
lic  Conference  had  urged  Secretary  of  State 
James  A.  Baker  to  reconsider  the  policy  of  eco¬ 
nomic  sanctions  against  Panama.  The  sanctions 
had  been  denounced  by  the  Panamanian  Catho¬ 
lic  bishops.  The  U.S.  Catholic  group  said  the 
Panamanian  prelates  decried  what  they  called 
the  “double  aggression”  suffered  by  the  Pana¬ 
manian  people  from  the  Noriega  regime  and 
from  abroad. 

Compiled  from  News  and  Staff  Reports 


'Covenant  to  Care 
can  foster  ministry 


Suppose  your  congregation 
wants  to  do  something  about 
AIDS. 

The  first  step,  Cathie  Lyons  sug¬ 
gested,  could  be  to  become  a  “Cov¬ 
enant  To  Care”  congregation. 

The  beginning  of  the  “Cove¬ 
nant  To  Care”  simply  states,  “If 
you  have  AIDS  or  are  the  loved 
one  of  a  person  who  has  AIDS, 
you  are  welcome  here.” 

After  that  beginning,  congrega¬ 
tions  are  encouraged  either  to 
adopt  a  recommended  paragraph 
from  the  1988  General  Conference 
resolution  on  AIDS  ministries  or  to 
create  their  own  statement,  said 
Ms.  Lyons,  chief  executive  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  for 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  paragraph  from  the  1988 
resolution  states:  “As  members  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  we 
covenant  together  to  assure  minis¬ 
try  and  other  services  to  people 
with  AIDS.  . . .  We  ask  for  God’s 
guidance  that  we  might  respond  in 
ways  that  bear  witness  always  to 
Jesus  Christ’s  own  compassionate 
ministry  of  healing  and  reconcilia¬ 
tion;  and  that  to  this  end  we  might 
love  one  another  and  care  for  one 
another  with  the  same  unmea¬ 
sured  and  unconditional  love  that 
Jesus  embodied.” 

Adopting  a  “Covenant  to 
Care”  earns  a  congregation  no 
formal  recognition  from  the  de¬ 
nomination,  said  Ms.  Lyons. 

But  it  frequently  serves  “to  dem¬ 
onstrate  what  it  means  to  be  the 
people  of  God — to  offer  uncondi¬ 


tional  acceptance  to  people  who 
have  known  AIDS,”  she  added. 

A  “Covenant  to  Care”  doesn’t 
obligate  a  congregation  to  anything 
other  than  acceptance  of  people 
with  acquired  immune  deficiency 
syndrome,  Ms.  Lyons  said. 

Sometimes,  though,  it  can  be  a 
springboard  to  active  involvement 
in  AIDS  ministries,  she  said. 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Pro¬ 
gram  Department,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  Room  350,  New  York 
10115,  offers  a  variety  of  re¬ 
sources  to  churches  or  conferences 
interested  in  AIDS  ministries. 

Other  resources: 

✓  The  National  Council  of 
Churches  AIDS  Task  Force.  475 
Riverside  Drive,  Room  572, 
New  York  10115,  offers  a  re¬ 
source  packet  for  $5. 

/  The  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship  has  a 
study  guide,  “AIDS  and  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  the  Church.”  Write  Dis¬ 
cipleship  Resources,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box 
189,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202. 

Churches  can  help  by  sending 
contributions  to  “Enabling  AIDS 
Ministries,"  Advance  Special  No. 
982215-6.  Ms.  Lyon  said  that  ac¬ 
count  is  the  only  direct  source  of 
national  funding  for  local  and  con¬ 
ference  AIDS  ministries. 

Staff  members  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter 
contributed  to  this  report. 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

HOUSTON — A  dentist  and  a  technician  repair  the  teeth  of  a 
man  with  AIDS  at  the  dental  clinic  sponsored  by  Bering  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  515-member  congregation  also  spon¬ 
sors  a  day  care  center  for  people  with  AIDS  and  counseling 
and  financial  support.  "The  intensity  of  the  [AIDS]  crisis  was 
such  that  it  was  hard  for  us  not  to  focus  on  it,"  said  the  Rev. 
Donald  W.  Sinclair,  Bering's  pastor. 


What  are 
AIDS  facts? 

Acquired  immune  deficiency 
syndrome  is  a  disease  of  the 
body’s  illness-fighting  mechanism. 

AIDS  is  caused  by  the  human 
immunodeficiency  virus.  HIV  is 
what  scientists  call  a  “retrovirus.” 

That  means  each  HIV  cell  re¬ 
produces  by  attracting  healthy 
white  blood  cells  to  itself  and 
then  transferring  its  own  genetic 
material  into  the  healthy  cell. 

By  this  process,  HIV  alters  the 
structure  and  function  of  normal 
cells,  thus  weakening  the  body’s 
immune  system. 

Research  shows  that  HIV  is 
passed  only  through  blood  or  sex¬ 
ual  secretions.  The  virus  may  be 
transmitted  via  sexual  inter¬ 
course,  sharing  of  intravenous 
drug  needles  or  syringes  or  pre- 
natally  from  an  infected  mother. 

It  hasn’t  been  proved  that  any¬ 
one  can  get  AIDS  merely  from 
casual  contact  with  an  infected 
’person. 

The  interval  between  HIV  in¬ 
fection  and  the  onset  of  AIDS 
symptoms  can  be  five  to  10 
years.  It  is  therefore  possible  to 
be  HIV-infected  and  transmit  the 
disease  to  many  people  before 
symptoms  emerge. 

So  far,  no  HIV  vaccine  has 
been  isolated.  No  way  to  kill  the 
virus  has  yet  been  discovered. 

The  only  known  ways  to  lessen 
the  likelihood  of  contracting 
HIV — and,  ultimately,  AIDS — 
are  to  refrain  from  high-risk  expo¬ 
sures  such  as  multiple  sexual  part¬ 
ners  and  intravenous  drug  use. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth- 

DILLON.  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM,  2  BATH 
Condo  for  lease.  Weekly;  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call:  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No 
smokers! 

erwise  approved  in  advance. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo- 

COMMUNICATIONS  DIRECTOR  OPENING 

for  United  Methodist  Indiana  Area.  Indianapolis. 
Experienced  person  wanted  to  direct  well-estab¬ 
lished  statewide  communications  program  in¬ 
cluding  editing  monthly  newspaper.  Minimum  5 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067.  627-9507. 

years  experience  required  plus  degree  in  joumal- 
lsm/mass  communications  (or  equivalent).  Send 
resume,  including  present  salary,  and  work  sam¬ 
ples  by  February  1  to:  Jack  E.  Howey.  Search 
Committee  Chairperson,  Peru  Tribune,  26  W. 
Third  St„  P.O.  Box  87,  Peru,  IN  46970. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 
Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones, 
pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m. 
(504) 488-0856.  | 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu¬ 
mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet, 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  nego¬ 
tiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  808,  Fulton.  TX  78358. 

VACANCY  FOR  MINISTER  OF  Christian  Edu¬ 

cation  (ordained  or  diaconal)  for  1600-member 
university  church.  Total  package  $25,000  in- 

eludes  housing.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Karen  Van- 
noy,  2409  Guadalupe,  Austin,  TX  78705.  Inter¬ 
views  will  begin  in  February. 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits, 
fabrics.  Stoles,  paraments,  etc.  Brochure/fabnc 
swatches  S3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  avail- 
able  for  meetings.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd„  Philadelphia,  PA  19120.  (215)329-7321. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries.  2200-member  church.  Responsible  for  total 
program  development  and  implementation. 
Building  plans  for  new  Activity  Center  will  pro¬ 
vide  facilities  for  an  expanding  youth  program. 
Lay  or  ordained  person  acceptable.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  Benefits  available. 
Resume:  Dr.  Richard  Yost.  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  1 10  E.  New  Haven  Ave.,  Melbourne, 
FL  32901. 

DIRECTOR  OF  STEWARDSHIP  Development. 
Nebraska  Conference.  Full-time.  Deadline,  Feb¬ 
ruary  1,  1990.  Applicants  must  include  career  ob¬ 
jectives,  experience,  education  and  three  refer¬ 
ences  with  address  and  phone  numbers,  Send 
resume  to:  Robert  Folkers,  P.O.  Box  4553,  Lin¬ 
coln.  NE  68504.  (402)  464-5994. 

UNITED  METHODIST  CAMPUS  MINISTER 
for  SMU.  Needs  experience  in  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion.  student  or  youth  ministries.  Special  skills  in 
student  ministries  including  group  life,  student 
evangelism,  study  and  worship,  pastoral  care, 
missional  programming.  Contact:  Bishop  Rich¬ 
ard  Wilke,  723  Center  Street,  Little  Rock,  AR 
72201.  Telephone:  (501)  374-6679. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES. 
Full-time  position  in  growing  2500-member 
church.  Coordinate  Sunday  School  and  activi¬ 
ties  for  preschool  and  elementary  children.  Sal¬ 
ary  negotiable.  Hiring  immediately.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Wynn  McGregor,  West  End  United 
Methodist  Church,  2200  West  End  Ave.,  Nash- 
ville.TN  37203. 

SEABROOK  UNITED  METHODIST  Church 
seeks  part-time  director  of  music  ministries. 
Direct  Chancel  Choir,  enable  children  and 
youth  choirs.  Houston  area.  Salary  negotiable. 
Call:  Dr.  Jim  Killen.  (713)  474-2851  or  (713) 
474-3542. 

FOOD  SERVICE  COORDINATOR,  East  Bay 
Camp  and  Retreat  Center,  Bloomington,  IL. 

Si 3-  $17,000  plus  housing^  utilities,  benefits. 
Contact:  Rex  Hendrix,  P.O.  Box  515,  Blooming¬ 
ton.  IL  61702-0515,  (309)  828-5092.  Deadline: 
January  20. 

YOUTH/CHILDREN/PROGRAM  Ministries 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY.  Eu¬ 

ropean  tours:  July  16-29,  August  14-25.  Con¬ 
firmed  tickets.  Host  experienced  12  years.  Write: 
Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence.  4192  Tattenham,  Boise, 

Director,  550-member  church.  Salary  S16K-18K. 
Applications  needed  by  February  15.  Send  re¬ 
sume:  Rev.  Richard  Hume,  P.O.  Box  7156,  Long¬ 
view,  TX  75607,  or  telephone  (214)  758-8091. 

ID  83704. 

JUNE  12:  PASSION  PLAY,  SWITZERLAND. 

"ALCOHOL,  TOBACCO  AND  THE  OTHER 
Drugs"  is  the  title  of  a  new  educational  videotape 
on  drugs.  Designed  as  a  tool  for  4th,  5th,  and  6th 
grade  students.  Presented  in  a  teacher-student  di¬ 
alogue/discussion  format.  For  flier  and  copy  of 
press  release  on  videotape,  send  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope  to  address  below.  To  order 
video,  teacher's  workbook,  and  transcript  of  tape, 
order  from  C.L.A.S.P.,  Box  9247,  Chico,  CA 
95927-9247.  Suggested  price  $22.50. 

Southeast  Asia.  Marge  Overturf,  Box  476,  Ocon- 
omowoc,  WI  53066.  For  10  years  tour  hostess  for 
Educational  Opportunities/Travel.  j 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR/ORGANIST.  1200-mem¬ 
ber  UMC  congregation  in  St.  Louis  suburb  ac¬ 
cepting  applications  for  Choir  Director/Organ¬ 
ist  with  responsibility  for  multiple  choir/ 
handbell  program.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Mrs.  John  Sant’Ambrogio.  Salem-In- 
Laduc  UMC.  1200  S.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St. 
Louis,  MO  63131. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38. 
Woodland  Park.  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

PASSION  PLAY,  GERMANY.  AUSTRIA.  Rus¬ 
sia.  Departing  July  18.  Escorted  by:  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Ed  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX 
75214.  Phone:  (214)  368-7026.  Brochure. 

UM  soldier  is  among  U.S.  dead  in  Panama 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  in  Hallstead, 
Pa.,  last  week  laid  to  rest  one  of 
their  sons,  killed  in  the  U.S.  inva¬ 
sion  of  Panama. 

Army  Staff  Sgt.  Larry  Barnard 
was  the  first  U.S.  casualty  from  the 
Panama  conflict  to  be  identified  na¬ 
tionally  as  a  United  Methodist.  A 
color  photograph  of  his  grieving  fa¬ 
ther,  clutching  a  precisely  folded 
American  flag  as  he  left  the  Hall- 
stead  church,  was  circulated  nation¬ 
wide  Dec.  29  by  the  Associated 
Press. 

Sgt.  Barnard's  funeral  Dec.  28 
drew  nearly  250  people,  said  the 
Rev.  Keith  Benjamin,  pastor. 

“We  had  to  put  people  in  a  class¬ 
room  adjacent  to  the  sanctuary  and 


downstairs  in  the  fellowship  hall,” 
Mr.  Benjamin  told  the  Reporter. 
“When  I  came  out  for  the  service  I 
felt  claustrophobic — I’d  never  been 
where  there  were  so  many  people  in 
such  a  small  space.” 

Four  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters,  including  two  district  superin¬ 
tendents,  officiated  at  the 
memorial,  Mr.  Benjamin  said.  Hall- 
stead  is  in  the  Wyoming  Annual 
Conference,  composed  of  portions 
of  northern  Pennsylvania  and 
southern  New  York. 

Sgt.  Barnard.  29,  was  the  son  of 
Marilyn  and  Raymond  Barnard  of 
Hallstead.  Mrs.  Barnard  is  a  lay 
pastor  assigned  to  the  nearby  Dal¬ 
ton  (Pa.)  United  Methodist  Church. 
Mr.  Barnard  is  the  Hallstead  church 
custodian,  as  was  his  father. 

“Larry  grew  up  here,”  said  Mr. 


Benjamin.  “He  was  active  in  Sun¬ 
day  School,  children’s  choir  and 
youth  choir.  When  he  was  home  on 
leave,  he  was  always  in  church  on 
Sunday.” 

Mr.  Benjamin  said  that  Sgt.  Bar¬ 
nard  was  known  as  a  young  man 
who  “knew  how  to  do  things  right, 
who  could  always  be  counted  on  to 
be  smiling  when  things  were 
rough.” 

The  young  man  loved  doing 
things  for  others,  the  pastor  contin¬ 
ued. 

“He’d  ride  his  horse  over  the 
mountain  to  Snake  Creek  to  cut 
wood  for  his  grandparents,”  Mr. 
Benjamin  said.  “On  his  last  leave 
here  this  year  he  went  with  his 
brother  to  put  a  new  roof  on  some¬ 
body’s  house.” 

Mr.  Benjamin  said  that,  although 


they  find  Sgt.  Barnard’s  death  diffi¬ 
cult,  the  Bamards  are  proud  of  their 
son’s  military  service. 

“He  had  a  commitment  to  do 
what  he  thought  was  right,  and  be¬ 
ing  in  the  military  was  part  of  that 
commitment,"  Mr.  Benjamin  said. 

Sgt.  Barnard  wasn’t  blind  to  the 
military’s  failings,  however,  the  pas¬ 
tor  continued. 

"He  spoke  up  when  he  thought 
the  military  was  wrong,"  Mr.  Benja¬ 
min  said.  "His  way  was  to  make 
right  whatever  was  wrong.” 

Mr.  Benjamin  said  his  message  at 
Sgt.  Barnard’s  funeral  was  to  re¬ 
mind  his  family  and  friends  that 
“Larry  was  a  gift  to  us  from  God. 
just  as  we’re  gifts  to  each  other. 

“Larry  lived  out  being  in  the  im¬ 
age  of  God  to  everybody,”  Mr.  Ben¬ 
jamin  said. 


Gorbachev  is  religion  newsmaker-of-year 


Religious  News  Service 

Soviet  President  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  was  the  top  religion  news¬ 
maker  of  1989  and  his  meeting  with 
Pope  John  Paul  II  was  the  top  reli¬ 
gion  story,  according  to  a  poll  of  the 
Religion  Newswriters  Association. 

At  their  Vati¬ 
can  meeting, 

Mr.  Gorbachev 
and  the  pope 
agreed  in  prin¬ 
ciple  to  estab¬ 
lish  diplomatic 
relations  and 
discussed  a  pos¬ 
sible  papal  visit  Mikhail  Gorbachev 


to  the  Soviet  Union.  The  Soviet 
leader  promised  new  freedom  of  re¬ 
ligion  and  legalization  of  the  Ukrai¬ 
nian  Catholic  Church. 

Televangelist  Jim  Bakker  ranked 
second  among  the  religion  news¬ 
makers,  and  his  sentencing  to  45 
years  in  prison  after  being  convict¬ 
ed  on  24  fraud  and  conspiracy 
counts  was  the  number  two  story. 

Newsmaker  runners-up  were  Pope 
John  Paul  II  and  Salman  Rushdie, 
author  of  “The  Satanic  Verses,”  a 
book  which  stirred  a  worldwide  con¬ 
troversy  among  Moslems. 

The  Religion  Newswriters  Associ¬ 
ation  is  made  up  of  men  and  wom¬ 
en  who  cover  the  news  of  religion 


for  newspapers,  news  services  and 
news  magazines. 

Forty-five  of  the  association’s 
150  active  members  participated  in 
the  polling. 

The  third  top  story  of  the  year,  as 
selected  by  association  members,  was 
the  easing  of  religious  restrictions  in 
Eastern  Europe  and  the  peaceful  revo¬ 
lutions,  aided  by  church  leaders,  that 
brought  radical  changes  to  East  Ger¬ 
many.  Poland,  Hungary  and  Czecho¬ 
slovakia  in  what  some  hail  as  a 
triumph  of  faith  over  Marxism. 

Other  stories  in  the  top  10,  listed 
in  order,  include: 

/  Murders  of  six  Jesuit  priests  and 
the  jailing  and  torture  of  other 


church  workers  in  El  Salvador  bring 
demands  by  religious  groups  for  end 
to  U.S.  military  aid  to  that  nation. 

✓  Worldwide  controversy  over 
the  Rushdie  book,  which  Moslems- 
charge  is  blasphemous  and  degrad¬ 
ing  to  the  Prophet  Mohammed. 

/  Barbara  Clementine  Harris.  55, 
elected  suffragan  bishop  of  Episco¬ 
pal  Diocese  of  Massachusetts,  be¬ 
comes  first  woman  consecrated  a 
bishop  in  the  Anglican  Communion. 

/  U.S.  Catholic  bishops  warn 
Catholic  politicians  against  taking  a 
pro-choice  stand  on  abortion,  and  a 
San  Diego  bishop  threatens  to  with¬ 
hold  Communion  from  a  California 
legislator  for  doing  so. 
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HISTORIC  POST:  United  Methodism 

soon  will  have  what  is  thought  to  be  its  first 
black  woman  district  superintendent  in  the 
United  States.  The  Rev.  Charlotte  Ann  Nichols. 
39,  a  clergywoman  in  the  Peninsula  Annual 
Conference,  will  head  the  Easton  (Md.)  District 
starting  in  July.  The  appointment  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  (Balti¬ 
more  Area). 

DEBATE  CONTINUES:  Trinity  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Kendallville,  Ind.,  will 
sponsor  a  regional  forum  on  abortion  on  Jan.  21 
featuring  a  panel  of  opposing  viewpoints  featur¬ 
ing  two  Indiana  officials  and  speakers  repre¬ 
senting  five  universities.  National  leaders  on  all 
sides  of  the  abortion  issue  have  identified  the 
Indiana  legislature  as  the  next  statewide  legisla¬ 
tive  body  expected  to  discuss  a  stronger  anti¬ 
abortion  law. 


DISTINGUISHED  AWARD:  The 

Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lowery,  pastor  of  Cascade  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  At¬ 
lanta  and  president  of  the 
Southern  Christian  Leader¬ 
ship  Conference,  has  been 
chosen  to  receive  the  1990 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 

Nonviolent  Peace  Prize. 

The  award  will  be  presented 
by  the  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  Center  for  Nonviolent  Dr-  Lowery 
Social  Change  in  Atlanta  on  Jan.  15  during  a 
nine-day  observance  of  Dr.  King’s  61st  birthday 
anniversary. 


SURVEYS  PLANNED:  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  existing  Hispanic  ministries  will  be  sur¬ 
veyed  regionally  by  a  denominational 
committee  charged  with  helping  develop  such 
ministries.  A  questionnaire  also  will  be  sent  to 
325  Hispanic  United  Methodist  congregations 
in  the  United  States.  Profiles  will  be  developed 
on  clergy  and  lay  leadership,  new  congregations, 
theological  trends,  basic  ministries  (evangelism, 
Christian  education,  etc.),  and  conditions  of  fa¬ 
cilities  in  which  Hispanic  congregations  wor¬ 
ship.  The  31-member  committee  is  expected  to 
offer  a  detailed  action  plan  to  the  1 992  General 
Conference. 

CAPITOL  HILL  INTERNSHIP:  Eth- 

nic-minority  youths  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  can  get  a  firsthand  look  during  1990  at 
how  the  federal  government  functions.  The 
“look”  is  offered  through  an  intern  program 
sponsored  by  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  in  Washington. 
Scholarships  providing  transportation  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  housing  and  a  stipend  for  living  ex¬ 
penses  will  be  awarded  to  12  youth,  said 
Manuel  C.  Espartero  who  directs  the  program. 
Deadline  for  application  is  Feb.  28  to  Mr.  Es¬ 
partero  at  100  Maryland  Ave.,  N.E.,  Washing¬ 
ton  20002.  Internships  are  scheduled  for  June 
11 -Aug.  13. 


SETTING  THE  TONE:  Methodist 

theologian  and  former  Zimbabwe  president,  the 
Rev.  Canaan  Banana,  was  the  opening  speaker 
for  the  World  Council  of  Churches'  Commission 
of  Inter-Church  Aid,  Refugee  and  World  Service 
meeting  last  month  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe.  Com¬ 
missioners  discussed  the  impact  of  recent  events 
in  such  places  as  Namibia,  El  Salvador,  Leba¬ 
non,  Central  America  and  Eastern  Europe  on  the 
commission’s  work  with  refugees. 


PROTESTANT  HOUR  SERIES:  The 

Rev.  Louise  Stowe  Johns  of  Montgomery,  Ala., 
speaker  for  the  1990  Protestant  Hour,  has  enti¬ 
tled  her  radio  sermon  series  “Climbing  Jacob’s 
Ladder — 12  Steps  in  Your  Spiritual  Journey.” 
An  Alabama  prison  chaplain,  Mrs.  Johns  draws 
on  the  12  steps  of  Alcoholics  Anonymous  and 
the  biblical  imagery  of  Jacob’s  ladder  to  inform 
and  reassure  the  listeners  that  there  is  no 
straight  line  or  smooth  road  from  the  initial 
Christian  commitment  to  mature  spirituality. 
The  series  is  scheduled  Jan.  21-April  8  on  the 
Protestant  Hour  Network. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Two  congregations  find  right  'blend' 

'Worship  centers'  alternative  helps  lowans  keep  50-member  church  open 


By  TOM  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

Two  north  central  Iowa  United 
Methodist  congregations — re¬ 
cently  “blended”  into  one,  with 
two  buildings — say  they  believe 
they  have  found  a  creative  alter¬ 
native  for  keeping  small  churches 
open  and  effective. 

The  50-member  Rutland  United 
Methodist  Church  in  rural  Iowa 
was.expected  to  close  in  1987. 

Thanks  to  an  innovative  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  1,300-member 
congregation  in  nearby  Hum¬ 
boldt,  however,  it  not  only  sur¬ 
vived  but  succeeded. 

"We  are  not  in  the  business  of 
closing  churches,"  said  the  Rev. 
Russell  Dilley,  senior  pastor  of 
the  Humboldt-Rutland  United 
Methodist  Church. 


"We  have  been 
blessed  by  new 
friendships  and 
neighborliness — 
things  that  can  only 
come  through  genuine 
caring  for  one 
another." 

— Iowa  member 


Mr.  Dilley  initiated  the 
"blending”  plan. 

“As  long  as  a  bar  is  in  the  town, 
it  also  needs  a  church,”  he  said. 

The  two  churches,  six  miles 
apart,  combined  their  membership 
but  retained  both  physical  facilities 


(“centers")  for  worship,  church 
school  and  other  ministries. 

People  feel  comfortable  wor¬ 
shiping  at  either  center,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Associate  Pastor  Charles 
Klink,  because  “all  are  aware 
that  no  parish  boundaries  sepa¬ 
rate  the  two  facilities.” 

The  concept  has  reversed 
membership  declines  at  both 
Humboldt  and  Rutland  churches 
and  has  generated  enthusiasm 
among  the  clergy  and  laity  of  the 
parish,  Mr.  Klink  reports. 

Since  1987,  average  worship 
attendance  at  Rutland  increased 
from  27  to  35;  at  Humboldt, 
from  459  to  540. 

Average  attendance  at  church 
school  increased  from  1 1  to  1 9  at 
Rutland;  from  188  to  239  at 
Humboldt. 

Leaders  at  Humboldt-Rutland 


believe  their  “one-membership, 
multiple-worship  center”  plan  has 
much  to  commend  it  to  the  de¬ 
nomination,  which  has  more  than 
10,000  congregations  that  average 
fewer  than  35  at  worship. 

Average  membership  among 
all  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  is  about  245. 

“As  parish  size  increases,  by  to¬ 
tal  parish  growth,  by  the  addition 
of  parish  centers  or  both,  the  re¬ 
sult  is  fewer  parishes  smaller  than 
the  size  needed  to  pay  and  chal¬ 
lenge  the  creativity  of  a  full-time 
pastor,”  Mr.  Klink  observed. 

“Subsequently  less  financial 
subsidy  is  needed  from  other  de¬ 
nominational  sources  for  the  de¬ 
velopment  and  implementation 
of  creative  ministry.” 

Mr.  Dilley  said,  “We  like  to 
talk  about  the  successes.  As  Will 


Rogers  said,  ’It  ain’t  braggin’  if 
you  can  prove  it.’  ” 

Representative  of  this  new  ex¬ 
citement  was  the  baptism  on 
Christmas  Eve  1988  of  an  infant 
at  the  Rutland  center,  the  first 
since  the  two  congregations  be¬ 
came  one  in  1987. 

“Joining  our  congregations  has 
brought  a  new  sense  of  hope  and 
expanded  opportunities,”  a 
Humboldt  member  wrote  anony¬ 
mously  in  an  opinion  survey. 

“We  have  enjoyed  the  shared 
talents  and  leadership  that  each 
church  has  provided  the  other. 
We  have  broadened  our  sense  of 
what  it  means  to  be  in  ministry 
to  our  local  community.  And  we 
have  been  blessed  by  new  friend¬ 
ships  and  neighborliness — things 
that  can  only  come  through  genu¬ 
ine  caring  for  one  another.” 


New  British  Methodist 
leader  works  ' where 
Gospel  things  happen' 


By  AUSTIN  CARLEY 

SHEFFIELD,  England— The 
Rev.  John  Vincent  has  always 
aimed  to  be  “where  Gospel 
things  happen.” 

The  new  president  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Methodist  Conference  has 
been  sought  by  “head-hunters” 
of  several  British  and  American 
universities. 

“But  I  felt  called  to  preach  and 
live  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  in  the 
land  of  my  birth,”  Dr.  Vincent 
said. 

Thirty  years  ago  Dr.  Vincent 
heard  the  call  to  become  a  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  and  opted  to  serve 
in  the  crumbling  industrial  inner 
cities  of  northern  England. 

Election  a  surprise 

In  June  1989  Dr.  Vincent,  to 
the  surprise  of  many,  became 
president  of  the  British  Method¬ 
ist  Conference,  the  ruling  body  of 
his  church  in  Britain. 

“This  part-time  job  for  a  year 
in  no  way  makes  me  leader  of  the 
world’s  55  million  Methodists,” 
he  said  with  a  smile.  “[In  Britain] 
We’re  a  grass-roots  denomina¬ 
tion  of  half  a  million.” 

Dr.  Vincent’s  election  resulted 
in  controversy  within  and  out¬ 
side  his  denomination. 

Some  30  or  so  Conservative 
Party  Members  of  Parliament 
left  the  Methodist  church  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  his  election. 

They  contend  that  Dr.  Vin¬ 
cent’s  brand  of  “liberation  theol¬ 
ogy”  makes  him  an  inappropriate 
spokesman  for  mainstream  Brit¬ 
ish  Methodism. 

Dr.  Vincent’s  commitment  to 
the  poor  and  disadvantaged 
emerged  shortly  after  he  was 
elected,  when  he  criticized  the 
policies  of  Prime  Minister  Mar¬ 
garet  Thatcher  for  widening  the 
gap  between  rich  and  poor  in 
Britain. 

Dr.  Vincent’s  identity  as  a  rad¬ 
ical  theologian  began  in  the  tur¬ 
bulent  60s  when  he  asked  the 
British  Methodist  Conference  to 
establish  an  ecumenical  “Urban 
Theological  Unit.” 

The  unit,  as  he  described  it, 


was  to  provide  a  venue  and  re¬ 
sources  for  “theological  reflec¬ 
tion  at  a  very  profound  level  and 
theological  formation  for  those 
called  to  minister  in  the  inner  cit¬ 
ies.” 

Dr.  Vincent’s  proposal  was 
turned  down.  Instead,  he  was  as¬ 
signed  a  tiny  congregation  in 
downtown  Sheffield,  the  sprawl¬ 
ing  Yorkshire  city  once  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  Britain’s  steel  industry. 

“He  turned  what  seemed  to  be 
a  defeat  into  an  opportunity  for 
the  Spirit  to  work  through  him,” 
according  to  an  article  in  the 
June  15,  1989,  issue  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Methodist  newspaper,  the 
"Methodist  Recorder.” 

Today,  Dr.  Vincent’s  “Urban 
Theological  Unit”  has  become  a 
reality.  Slowly,  funding  and  per¬ 
sonnel  have  flowed  into  the  unit, 
which  has  a  full-time  staff  of  five 
and  scores  of  part-time  volun¬ 
teers.  Courses,  conferences  and 
publications  help  train  and  pro¬ 
vide  back-up  for  clergy,  teachers 
and  community  workers  minis¬ 
tering  in  the  inner  city. 

Mission  followed 

In  1970,  Dr.  Vincent  took 
charge  of  three  dwindling  Shef¬ 
field  congregations.  Instead  of 
consolidating  them  into  one,  he 
kept  all  three  open  and  added 
some  “orphan”  projects  and  con¬ 
gregations. 

The  resulting  amalgam,  known 
as  Sheffield  Inner  City  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Mission,  attracts  observers 
and  helpers  from  Britain  and 
overseas. 

Among  visitors  was  the  Rev. 
Barbara  Harris,  an  Episcopal 
priest  from  Philadelphia  who 
was  consecrated  last  year  as  as¬ 
sistant  bishop  of  Boston.  She  is 
the  first  female  bishop  in  The 
Episcopal  Church,  American 
cousin  to  Britain’s  Anglican 
Church. 

Dr.  Vincent  has  continued  to 
direct  both  the  mission  and  the 
theological  unit  during  his  presi¬ 
dential  year. 

Mr.  Corley  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
England  who  frequently  writes  about 
British  Methodism  for  the  Reporter. 


DESERT-SOUTHWEST  CONFERENCE  PHOTO 
BV  COLLEEN  SANDERS- HATFIELD 

D.  S.  peddles 
1 1 1.3  miles 

TUCSON,  Ariz.— The  Rev.  Don 
Cooke  sports  a  bronze  medal¬ 
lion  after  completing  the  one- 
day,  111.3-mile  El  Tour  de 
Tucson,  a  bicycle  event  to  raise 
funds  for  the  local  Arthritis 
Foundation.  More  than  3,000 
cyclists  from  throughout  the 
United  States  took  part.  Mr. 
Cooke,  a  district  superinten¬ 
dent  in  the  United  Methodist 
Desert-Southwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  called  his  marathon 
bike  ride  "a  great  experience.” 


United  Methodists  discover 
neighbor  Hutterite  Christians 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

Religious  News  Service 

Perhaps  it  was  by  God’s  design 
that  the  small  community  of  Hut- 
terites  and  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  the  Rev.  William  F.  Meier 
arrived  in  the  Dexter,  Minn.,  area 
about  the  same  time  last  summer. 

In  the  months  that  followed 
they  would  demonstrate  that  fa¬ 
miliarity  can  sometimes  breed 
understanding  and  that  taking 
the  time  to  become  involved  can 
lead  to  the  kind  of  tolerance  that 
dispels  prejudice. 

Public  forum  called 

Neighbors  of  the  Hutierites, 
communal-living  Christians  who 
practice  what  some  call  “a  godly 
sort  of  communism,”  had  ques¬ 
tions  about  their  practices  and 
had  voiced  concern  about  how 
their  presence  might  affect  the 
community. 

So  Mr.  Meier,  whose  earlier 


parish  in  western  Minnesota  was 
near  a  South  Dakota  colony  of 
Hutterites,  finally  decided  to  call 
a  public  forum  in  his  church' at 
which  some  answers  could  be 
provided. 

He  publicized  the  meeting  in 
area  newspapers  and  in  radio 
and  television  announcements. 

His  objective,  he  said,  was  to 
“promote  a  better  understand¬ 
ing,  dispel  myths,  prevent  possi¬ 
ble  prejudices  and  share  what  it 
means  to  be  Christians  with  dif¬ 
ferent  lifestyles.” 

Despite  icy  roads,  enough  peo¬ 
ple  of  various  denominations 
showed  up  to  fill  the  church  for 
the  meeting  in  late  November. 

The  gathering  “went  really 
well,”  Mr.  Meier  told  Religious 
News  Service. 

“It  accomplished  what  we  hoped 
to  do,”  he  said.  “It  convinced  those 
present  that  Hutterites  are  not 
backward  people  but  Christians 
who  attempt  to  live  the  Gospel.” 


Five  Hutterites — the  men 
sporting  beards  and  the  women 
wearing  dark  headscarves  with 
white  polka  dots — brought  a  vid¬ 
eotape. 

Video  shows  lifestyle 

The  video  showed  Hutterites 
and  their  children  happily  en¬ 
gaged  in  worship  and  singing, 
eating  as  a  community,  attending 
classes  in  the  colony  school,  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  and  various 
work  projects. 

“We  are  not  rich,  we  are  not 
poor,”  the  narrator  said,  explain¬ 
ing  that  Hutterites  have  no  per¬ 
sonal  possessions  and  share  all 
things  in  common. 

“Bruderhofs,”  as  the  Hutterite 
communities  are  called,  are  led 
by  a  minister,  a  teacher  and  a 
business  manager  or  steward.  A 
storekeeper  buys  food  for  the  col¬ 
ony,  and  housemothers  keep 
families  clothed. 


OF  COURSE  YOU  CAN  AFFORD  IT! 


Many  pastors  and  lay  leaders  as¬ 
sume  that  a  professionally  pro¬ 
duced  weekly  or  biweekly  church 
newspaper  which  includes  confer¬ 
ence,  national  and  international  re¬ 
ligious  news,  as  well  as  local 
church  news  is  beyond  their  reach 
financially. 

Give  us  a  call  today  and  let  us 
show  you  that  a  weekly  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
or  a  biweekly  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Review,  are  within  your 
congregation's  budget  capabilities! 
And  a  UMR  edition  can  help  mem¬ 
bers  of  your  congregation  develop 
a  better  understanding  of  their  re¬ 
lationship  both  to  one  another  and 
to  the  church  at  large. 


Call  collect  (214)  630-6495,  Ron  Adams-  UMR  Special  Editions 


Center  focuses  on  rural  church 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

For  some  newly  ordained  United 
Methodist  clergy,  leaving  seminary 
for  a  pastoral  appointment  in  a 
farm  community  can  be  like  enter¬ 
ing  “another  culture.” 

But  in  the  church’s  Western  Ju¬ 
risdiction,  that  problem  is  eased. 

For  nearly  eight  years,  the  West¬ 
ern  Small  Church/Rural  Life  Center 
has  provided  workshops  on  the  im¬ 
portance  of  pastors  in  the  lives  of 
rural  families. 

The  program  receives  gifts  from 
the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church,  United  Methodism’s  sec¬ 
ond-mile  giving  program. 

The  center  also  provides  staff  as¬ 
sistance  and  resources  for  an  esti¬ 
mated  650  rural  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Western  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  And  twice  a  year,  it  communi¬ 
cates  with  some  1,200  rural  or  town 


Partnership  ] 
in  Missions 


No  gift  too  small 


Western  Small  Church/Rural  Life 
Center 

Advance  No.  933900-0 


and  country  churches  in  the  West¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction  via  a  newsletter. 

Town  and  country  churches  have 
a  membership  of  200  of  less.  In 
some,  the  membership  roll  might  be 
as  small  as  14. 

Programs  of  the  Western  Small 
Church/Rural  Life  Center  include: 

■  Internships  for  seminarians, 
partially  funded  by  United  Method¬ 
ist  seminaries  and  church  agencies. 

■  A  list  of  volunteers  such  as 
bankers,  lawyers,  clergy,  and  farm¬ 
ers  available  for  counseling  rural 
families. 


■  The  Western  resource  guide¬ 
book  that  lists  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tions  with  rural  farming  activities 
in  1 1  states. 

■  Legislative  and  denomination¬ 
al  updates  from  the  national  United 
Methodist  Rural  Fellowship. 

Pamela  Shropshire  of  the  center’s 
staff  said  one  of  the  center’s  most 
successful  regional  programs  is  the 
annual  “Forum  on  Church  and 
Land.”  It’s  a  seminar  on  issues  re¬ 
lated  to  agriculture,  with  a  biblical 
emphasis  on  utilizing  land. 

Ms.  Shropshire  told  the  Reporter 
that  one  of  the  center’s  goals  for 
1990  will  be  to  make  rural  churches 
“vital  churches.” 

The  center’s  new  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  effective  in  January,  is  the  Rev. 
Deborah  K.  Cronin.  Dr.  Cronin  has 
been  pastor  of  Epworth  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  James¬ 
town,  N.Y. 


1990  Oberammergau 
Passion  Play  Tours 

July  12-24  European  tour.  August  14-25 
Germany  tour.  We  have  confirmed  tickets. 
Host  experienced  12  years.  Classic  Jour¬ 
neys  International,  c/o  Rev.  Ralph  Law¬ 
rence,  4192  Tattenham  Way,  Boise,  ID 
83704.  (208)  378-0393  or  888-2245. 


The  Holy  Land 

GIVE  GIFT  that  your  children/parents  will 
love  to  see.  Video  cassette.  State  lan¬ 
guage/format.  U.S.  $30/Canadian  $35. 
Postpaid.  Order  today  to:  Samson  Nash 
Exports,  P.0.  Box  174,  Lod  71101  Israel. 
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More  Than 
a  Day 


A  recent  Gallup  survey  (one  wonders  who  sits  around  thinking  up 
these  things)  asked  the  question,  “Name  the  person  in  history  you 
would  most  like  to  spend  one  day  with.” 

Some  of  the  more  often  named  individuals  included  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln,  George  Washington,  Cleopatra,  Joan  of  Ark,  John  Wayne  and 
Napoleon. 

But  the  top  choice  was  Jesus  Christ.  Some  75%  polled  named  Jesus 
as  the  one  in  whose  company  they  would  most  like  to  spend  one  day. 

I  bring  good  news!  You  can  spend  every  day  with  Jesus!  Remember 
the  old  songs: 

Jesus  in  the  morning 
Jesus  in  the  noontime 
Jesus  all  the  day  long. 

We  share  the  day  with  Jesus  in  prayer,  worship,  Bible  study,  and  as 
we  seek  to  apply  the  words  of  Jesus  to  our  daily  decisions. 

Through  the  Holy  Spirit  Jesus  is  present  with  us  each  day  in  the  new 
year. 


10JLL-&  O  e 


At  Mount  Sequoyah 

Training  Event  Scheduled 


A  Jurisdiction-wide  Upper  Room 
Training  Event  “An  Adventure  in 
Healing  and  Wholeness”  will  be 
held  March  30  and  31  at  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah.  Dr.  James  Wagner,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Prayer  and  Healing 
Ministries  at  the  Upper  Room  in 
Nashville,  will  lead  the  retreat.  Dr. 
Wagner  has  conducted  workshops 
and  seminars  in  wholistic  healing 
ministry  since  1977.  He  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  Blessed  to  Be  A  Blessing, 
Anna,  Jesus  Loves  You  —  and  The 
Study  Guide  to  Letters  on  the  Heal¬ 
ing  Ministry  by  Albert  Day. 

One  Continuing  Education  Unit  is. 
offered  for  this  training  event.  De¬ 
signed  and  developed  by  the  Upper 
Room  staff,  this  event  is  for  clergy 
and  lay  persons  who  have  an  active 


interest  in  the  healing  ministry. 

The  content  of  this  leadership 
training  event  focuses  on  Christ's 
ministry  to  the  whole  person  (body- 
mind-spirit-relationship),  the  spiri¬ 
tual  dimension  in  the  healing 
process,  a  wholistic  understanding 
of  health,  and  five  kinds  of  healing, 
in  addition  to  prayer  and  healing, 
life  as  a  spiritual  journey  toward 
wholeness,  spiritual  resources  for 
healing  and  wholeness,  and  some 
ways  for  local  churches  to  be  more 
intentional  in  the  healing  ministry. 

If  interested  in  participating  in 
the  event,  please  send  a  registration 
fee  of  $25  to:  Mount  Sequoyah,  150 
N.W.  Skyline  Drive,  Fayetteville, 
AR,  72701. 


Programs  Offered  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology 


CHRISTMAS  CELEBRATION  —  The  UMW  of  First  UMC,  Leesville, 
recently  held  their  annual  Christmas  dinner  to  include  their  hus¬ 
bands  and  several  honored  guests.  Members  of  the  New  Horizons 
Fellowship  (young  adults)  were  honored  for  their  service  to  the 
church.  Pictured  from  1.  to  r.  are  Beth  and  Steve  Leeder,  Verdie  Jo 
Wilson  of  the  UMW,  Cindy  Dodson,  Jacquie  Prielipp,  John  and  Sally 
Rose,  and  Greg  and  Rita  Mott. 


1990 

Convocation 

of 

Boards 

January  25  &  26 
First  Church  Baton  Rouge 

VBS  Workshop  to  be  Broadcast 

There  will  be  a  satellite  broadcast  on  Saturday,  January  27  for  directors 
of  Vacation  Bible  Schools.  The  broadcast  will  begin  at  12:00  p.m.  and  last 
until  2  p.m.  It  will  be  featured  on  Spacenet  1,  Channel  7. 

Viewers  will  have  the  opportunity  to  see  the  curriculum  for  1990  and 
call  in  questions  to  the  presenters.  Some  of  the  issues  to  be  discussed  are: 
planning  your  VBS;  building  enrollment;  promotion  campaigns;  incorpo¬ 
rating  music  and  activities;  recruiting  and  training  teachers;  and  how  to 
help  teachers  with  lesson  planning. 

If  you  do  not  have  a  satellite  available  to  you,  or  will  be  unable  to  watch 
the  program  on  the  27th,  there  will  be  a  video  tape  available  through  the 
Conference  Resource  Center  after  the  middle  of  February. 


“Ministry  and  the  Arts"  Theme 
Announced  for  1990  Ministers 
Week 

The  arts  offer  clues  to  the  values 
and  questions  of  people  to  whom 
the  church  ministers.  Author 
Walter  Wangerin  Jr.,  editor  James 
Wall,  and  artist  Mary  Vernon  -will 
present  the  1990  Ministers’  Week 
lectures  and  workshops  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  Southern 
Methodist  University,  February  5- 
7. 

Mr.  Wangerin  has  written  award¬ 
winning  children’s  novels  as  well  as 
challenging  stories  for  the  mature  in 
faith.  He  will  especially  examine  the 
oral  tradition  of  theological  com¬ 
munication.  As  editor  of  Christian 
Century  magazine  and  through  his 
other  writings,  Mr.  Wall  has  inter¬ 
preted  the  interplay  of  religion  and 
the  film  industry.  Ms.  Vernon  has 
produced  both  books  and  television 
analyses  of  artistic  themes,  and  will 
relate  these  studies  to  religious 


ideas  and  their  expression. 

In  addition  to  the  lectures,  wor-. 
ship  experiences,  continuing  educa¬ 
tion  workshops  on  various  topics 
relevant  to  ministry,  and  breakfast 
and  luncheon  meetings  fill  a  busy 
three-day  schedule. 

Perkins  Laity  Week  Offers  Studies 

“Becoming  by  Being”  is  the 
theme  of  the  highlight  workshop  led 
by  Mrs.  Dede  Casad  of  Dallas  on 
the  ministry  of  the  laity  during  the 
17th  Annual  Perkins  Laity  Week, 
February  8-1 1  at  the  school. 

In  addition,  eleven  seminars 
taught  by  professors  of  the  theologi¬ 
cal  faculty  are  presented  for  those 
desiring  further  enrichment  in  their 
faith  journey.  Themes  include  bibli¬ 
cal  studies,  moral  theology  and  eth¬ 
ics,  historical  and  world  religion 
subjects. 

Interested  persons  regarding  both 
of  these  programs  may  contact  the 
school’s  Continuing  Education  Of¬ 
fice,  (214)692-2251. 


SPECIAL  INDIVIDUALS-  Special  recognition  was  given  to  the  recip¬ 
ients  of  lifetime  memberships  in  the  UMW,  Truman  Ellis  and  Bobbie 
Neff,  and  to  the  UMW  President,  Myrtle  Palmer.  Pictured  from  1.  to 
r.  are  Ann  Anders,  who  presented  the  awards,  Truman  Ellis,  Myrtle 
Palmer,  and  Bobbie  Neff.  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted  is  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Leesville. 


A  Word  From  Your  LUM  Office 

Is  there  something  we  need  to  know  about  mailing  your  Louisiana 
United  Methodist?  Are  you  receiving  more  than  one  copy?  Is  the  pa¬ 
per  going  to  your  old  address  instead  of  your  current  one? 

If  you  are  receiving  a  local  church  edition  of  the  Reporter  please 
use  your  mailing  label  and  contact  your  local  church  of  any  changes. 

If  you  are  receiving  the  Conference  edition  of  the  Reporter  call  us 
at  the  Conference  office  at  (504)  346-1646  to  notify  us  of  any 
changes. 

When  you  call,  please  have  your  mailing  label  handy.  Those  con¬ 
fusing  numbers  on  the  label  mean  something  to  the  person  who  keeps 
the  list  up  to  date. 


JOIN  A  WINNING  TEAM 

Catch  the  Spirit  AND  VTSN 


PLACE  VBN  ON  CABLE  TV  WHERE  YOU  LIVE 
AND  CATCH  THE  SPIRIT  WILL  BE  THERE,  TOO! 

Assure  that  United  Methodist  video  programs 
will  be  seen  where  you  Sue. 

GET  INVOLVED— BE  EXCITED-TAKE  ACTION 

Mate  sure  that  VTSN  can  be  seen  where  you  live; 

1.  Contact  your  local  ecumenical /interfaith  group  and  work 
together  to  place  VTSN. 

2.  Call,  write  or  go  by  to  see  your  cable  TV  manager  and  explain 
the  value  of  V1SN  to  the  community  and  the  cable  company. 

Offer  to  have  an  information  packet  sent 

Call  1-300- 522-5131  to  order  a  packet  from  VISN  Affiliate  Rela¬ 
tions  for  your  cable  operator. 

Major  cable  TV  otonen  are  supporting  VISA/.  Note  Your  Local  Support  Is  Needed. 


TO  ALL  INSURANCE  SUBSCRIBERS: 

These  are  the  new  insurance  rates  for  1990: 

1990  Insurance  Premiums 

$  144.00/mo.  Single 

$382. 00/mo.  Family 

$62.00/mo.  MS-65 

The  Annual  Conference  recommends  that  one-half  premium  be  paid  by 
the  local  church  and  one-half  be  paid  by  the  minister  or  employee. 

For  more  information  contact  the  Conference  Office  at  (504)  346- 1 646. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Coushatta  and  Wesley  Cha¬ 
pel  churches  located  in  the  Shreve¬ 
port  District  had  an  Angel  Tree  for 
the  children  and  youth  in  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  Jewel¬ 
ry,  games,  clothing,  personal  items 
and  toiletries  were  sent  to  the  Home 
to  be  distributed.  Rev.  Bob  Galatas 
is  pastor  of  the  two  churches. 

*  *  * 

Recently,  the  choir  of  First  UMC 
in  Amite  presented  its  concert  of 
Christmas  music.  Featured  was  a 
variety  of  carols  from  composers 
such  as  John  Rutter,  J.S.  Bach,  and 
Norman  Luboff.  In  addition,  there 
were  two  solos  and  one  duet  pre¬ 
sented.  At  the  beginning  of  the  eve¬ 
ning,  Dorothy  Rowdon  played 
carols  on  the  marimba.  Following 
the  concert,  the  members  of  the 
UMW  provided  a  reception.  This 
particular  choir  reception  was  in 
honor  of  Mary  Eva  Sanders  for  her 
service  to  the  church  as  she  has  di¬ 
rected  the  choir  over  a  span  of  50 
years.  Rev.  Ken  Irby  is  pastor. 


The  Grace  Circle  of  the  UMW  of 
Baker  UMC  is  comprised  of  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  Baker  Health  Care 
Nursing  Home.  These  members 
meet  each  Wednesday  where  they 
study  the  Bible  and  contribute  to 
UMW  mission’s  budget.  Resident 
and  chairman  Erika  Schmidt  at¬ 
tends  UMW  General  meetings.  Ma¬ 
rie  Toler  is  president  of  Baker 
UMW.  The  creation  of  a  circle  of 
UMW  among  the  residents  of  the 
local  nursing  home  has  proven  to  be 
a  successful  project  and  very  popu¬ 
lar  with  the  residents.  Rev.  Leon 
Boggs  is  pastor  of  Baker  UMC. 

*  *  * 

The  UMM  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  is  planning  a  retreat  for  a 
date  in  1990.  Plans  have  not  been 
completed  as  of  this  time,  but  the 
1 990  retreat  will  be  for  one  day,  be¬ 
ginning  on  a  Saturday  morning  at  9 
a.m.  and  ending  at  5  p.m.  This  time 
scheduled  will  be  spent  going  over 
reports  and  other  business,  along 
with  Bible  study,  fellowship  and 
singing.  Registration  will  take  place 


on  the  previous  Friday,  but  will  not 
be  a  part  of  the  formal  retreat.  The 
time  of  registration  will  probably 
take  place  at  noon  on  Friday,  with 
one  Bible  study  session,  evening 
singing  and  worship  service.  Dr.  R. 
Pat  Day,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Marshall,  Texas  will  be  guest 
preacher  Friday  night  and  Saturday 
afternoon.  Further  details  will  be 
published  at  a  later  date.  Boyd 
Baun  is  UMM  Conference  Presi¬ 
dent. 

*  *  * 

Gayle  Andrews  who  has  been  the 
organist  at  First  UMC  in  Shreveport 
since  April,  1988,  has  resigned  her 
position  to  become  the  organist- 
choir  director  at  Belmont  UMC  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee.  She  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  area  and  wanted  to  be 
near  family  and  close  friends. 
Belmont  has  over  two  thousand 
members  and  an  active  music  pro¬ 
gram.  It  is  one  of  the  strongest 
churches  in  the  Nashville  area. 
Since  coming  to  First  Church, 
Gayle  has  done  an  extraordinary 


job  working  with  children's  choral 
groups.  She  also  organized  four  bell 
choirs,  two  for  adults,  a  high  school- 
college  group,  and  a  children’s 
group,  as  well  as  fulfilling  her  role 
as  organist.  She  will  be  deeply 
missed  at  First  Church.  Dr.  John 
Fellers  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Blackwater  UMC  in  Baker  re¬ 
cently  held  its  church  family  Christ¬ 
mas  dinner  at  the  Fellowship  Hall. 
Food  was  delicious  and  the  enter¬ 
tainment  for  the  evening  consisted 
of  a  special  presentation  of  “The 
Nativity”  in  narration,  music,  and 
dance  by  The  Children’s  Moving 
Company.  Rev.  Larry  Stafford  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

All  women  of  Ingleside  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  were  invited  to  a  com¬ 
bined  meeting  of  all  UMW  Circles 
on  a  recent  Sunday  afternoon.  At 
that  time,  they  enjoyed  fellowship 
with  each  other,  in  addition  to  cele¬ 
brating  a  successful  year  and  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  newly  elected  officers 


for  1990.  Dr.  James  Schaub  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  « 

Sunday,  December  17  was  the 
first  step  for  the  Missions  Commis¬ 
sion  of  First  UMC  in  Many  for  put¬ 
ting  two  of  its  own  on  the  mission 
field  in  Costa  Rica.  The  Missions 
Commission  sponsored  a  bake  sale 
to  raise  funding.  The  sale  featured 
holiday  goodies  and  special  orders 
of  favorite  cakes.  The  Costa  Rica 
Workcamp  is  being  sponsored  by 
the  Shreveport  District.  The  mis¬ 
sion  team  will  build  a  community 
center  in  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica  to  be 
used  as  a  church,  clinic,  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  day  care  center.  Rev.  Larry 
D.  Norman  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

On  January  14,  1990  from  4  to  6 
p.m.,  the  members  of  Mount  Zion 
UMC  in  New  Orleans  will  have  as 
their  guest.  Dr,  Sanna  Nimtz 
Towns.  She  will  highlight  some  of 
her  experiences  in  countries  with  Is¬ 
lamic  populations  such  as  Egypt, 
Ethiopia,  and  Kuwait,  Saudi  Ara¬ 


bia.  She  will  tell  of  her  experience 
through  lectures  and  slides.  Di 
Towns  received  her  Ph.D.  in  198 
from  the  University  of  Souther 
Mississippi  and  her  Masters  degrei 
from  Columbia  University.  She  i 
an  extraordinary  lady  and  her  bacl 
ground  is  extremely  impressive 
The  public  is  invited  to  the  Missio 
Study.  Coordinators  of  the  stud 
are  Edmonia  N.  Rouselle  and  Myi 
aline  M.  Jamison.  Rev.  Leslie  F 
Norris  is  pastor. 

*  *  • 

North  Highlands  UMC  ii 
Shreveport  recently  held  a  ‘Nam' 
the  Building  Contest’  to  name  th' 
newly  built  addition  to  the  church 
This  new  facility  contains  a  spaciou 
kitchen  with  commercial  ranges  am 
will  house  200  people  for  a  dinner 
The  children  will  be  able  to  play  bas 
ketball,  volleyball,  and  skate.  Pa 
Covington  won  the  contest  with  thi 
name  suggestion  “Celebration  Cen 
ter.”  The  winning  name  was  chosei 
by  a  panel  of  non  members.  Rev 
Tom  Logan  is  pastor. 
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Faith  forum 


Editorial = 


A  winning  lesson  for  life 


Professional  basketball  superstar 
Michael  Jordan  is  one  of  that 
game’s  most  talented — and  most 
wealthy! — players. 

The  Chicago  Bulls  standout  recent¬ 
ly  “stumbled,"  however,  upon  what 
we  assumed  was  a  familiar  truth. 

According  to  a  sports-page  report, 
Mr.  Jordan  was  approached  by  a 
man  on  a  street  in  Seattle.  The  man 
asked  him  for  money  to  get  some¬ 
thing  to  eat. 

“I  guess  he  knew  I  was  Michael 
Jordan,”  said  the  leading  scorer  in 
professional  basketball  since  1987. 
“Maybe  he  didn't.  Doesn’t  matter.  I 
gave  him  $  100. 1  didn’t  have  a  $5  bill 
or  a  $  10  bill,  and  he  had  nothing.” 

Mr.  Jordan  then  offered  the  fol¬ 
lowing  reflection: 

“I  don’t  know  how  it  made  him 
feel  when  I  gave  him  the  money.  But 
1  know  how  it  made  me  feel.  How 
can  anyone  experience  the  warm 
feeling  you  get  inside  when  you  give 
something  to  somebody  and  not  want 
to  do  it  again?” 

We  admire  Mr.  Jordan’s  generos¬ 
ity  and  agree  with  his  insight. 

Of  course  his  insight  isn’t  new. 
The  ancient  adage — “It  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive”  (Acts 
20:35) — is  one  bit  of  scriptural  wis¬ 
dom  that  most  everyone,  Christian 
or  not,  knows  and  affirms,  even  if 
we  don’t  practice  it. 

However,  the  apparent  freshness 
with  which  this  truth  hit  Michael 
Jordan  makes  us  wonder:  Could  it 


be  that  he,  like  many  of  us,  had 
heard  and  even  uttered  these  famil¬ 
iar  New  Testament  words  many 
times  but  never  actually  had  experi¬ 
enced  their  reality? 

If  so,  we  shouldn't  be  surprised. 
According  to  analysts  of  such  mat¬ 
ters,  generosity  in  the  form  of  regu¬ 
lar  acts  of  giving  tends  to  mature 
later  than  other  “fruits  of  the  spirit.” 

Nevertheless,  the  experience  of 
countless  Christians  through  the  ages 
shows  the  truth  itself  to  be  universal: 
Regular  and  generous  givers  typically 
are  happier  and  spiritually  more  vig¬ 
orous  than  people  who  don’t  give. 

The  same  applies  to  groups  such 
as  congregations  and  families.  Those 
that  give  generously  to  people  in 
need  experience  a  heightened  sense 
of  collective  self-esteem  and  joy. 

The  good  news  is  that  one  need  not 
be  wealthy  to  gain  such  spiritual  bene¬ 
fits.  The  “widow’s  mite”  can  bring  as 
much  satisfaction  as  the  larger  offer¬ 
ings  from  a  wealthy  person  like  Mi¬ 
chael  Jordan.  What’s  more,  the 
“mite”  means  as  much  as  $1  million 
in  the  eyes  of  God — perhaps  more. 

It  isn't  too  late  to  make  one  more 
New  Year’s  resolution:  to  give  regu¬ 
larly  and  generously  to  others,  includ¬ 
ing  your  church.  A  tithe  of  your 
income  is  a  worthy,  obtainable  goal. 

As  you  give  more,  we  predict 
you’ll  find,  like  Michael  Jordan,  that 
your  giving  will  be  an  “assist”  that 
makes  winners  of  both  you  and 
those  whom  you  help. 


My  Witness; 


Children  make  Jesus'  words  real 


Regular  and  generous  givers 
typically  are  happier  and  spiri¬ 
tually  more  vigorous  than  peo¬ 
ple  who  don't  give. 


Letters  to  the  Editor = 


By  SUZANNE  K.  WERNETT 

When  I  volunteered  to  “help” 
with  Vacation  Bible  School  last 
year,  I  was  almost  too  tired  to  do 
the  first  night. 

I’d  been  in  favor  of  the  first-time- 
ever  evening  sessions  being  held  at 
the  church  as  well  as  the  sessions  be¬ 
ing  held  for  the  first  time  in  July. 

We  had  always  run  the  Bible 
School  from  9  a.m.  to  noon,  gener¬ 
ally  the  first  week  in  June,  when 
school  was  over. 

Now  it  was  being  held  from  6  to  8 
p.m„  another  change 

After  working  all  day,  I  hadn’t 
felt  the  same  commitment  as  in  the 
spring  when  we  first  discussed  the 
changed  schedule.  It  seemed  like  a 
great  idea  then. 

Now  I  didn’t  know.  But  I  also 
didn’t  want  to  let  our  leader  down. 
After  all,  she  worked  all  day  and  has 
two  small  children  to  get  ready, 
which  I  didn’t. 

What  I  would  have  missed! 

What  I  would  have  missed  if  I 
had  given  in  to  my  tiredness  and 
not  attended  the  weeklong  program. 
Our  session  was  entitled  “Sonseeker 
Safari,”  and  each  evening  we  went 
on  our  own  safari. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  went 
on  a  safari?  Well,  these  pre-kinder¬ 
garten  and  kindergarten  children  had 
no  trouble  “finding”  animals  of  all 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Suzanne  K. 

Wernett  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church, 

Bangor,  Pa.  (Eastern  Pennsylvania  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


sorts  (tigers,  lions,  monkeys,  giraffes, 
snakes,  etc.)  as  well  as  crossing  over 
rivers  and  creeks,  being  careful  not  to 
step  on  stones  or  rocks. 

With  our  imaginary  binoculars  we 
discovered  a  new  world  in  our  little 
Sunday-school  room.  We  “snapped” 
many  pictures  with  our  imaginary 
cameras.  It  reminded  me  of  how 
much  I  enjoyed  listening  to  the  radio 
when  I  was  young — when  you  could 
visualize  and  fantasize  what  you 
were  hearing  and  listening  to. 

A  few  things  hit  home  for  me  at 
the  closing  of  our  sessions. 

According  to  the  Scripture  that 
we’ve  all  heard  so  many  times — 
Luke  18:15-17 — people  were  also 
bringing  babies  to  Jesus  to  have 
him  touch  them. 


When  the  disciples  saw  that,  they 
rebuked  them.  But  Jesus  called  the 
children  to  him  and  said,  “Let  the 
little  children  come  to  me,  and  do 
not  hinder  them,  for  the  kingdom  of 
God  belongs  to  such  as  these.  I  tell 
you  the  truth,  anyone  who  will  not 
receive  the  kingdom  of  God  like  a 
little  child  will  never  enter  it”  (NIV). 

This  Scripture  really  “rang  true” 
for  me  all  week  long,  and  I  was  aware 
of  the  reason  I  have  enjoyed  helping 
with  Bible  school  each  summer. 

I  became  like  a  child 

It  was  indeed  very  easy  for  me  to 
become  a  little  child  all  that  week, 
as  I  joined  in  and  let  go  when  sing¬ 
ing,  playing  and  marching  all 
around  the  room  on  our  “safari.” 

The  complete  freedom/abandon¬ 
ment  children  have  in  letting  go  and 
just  being  themselves,  with  no 
strings,  was  uplifting  to  me.  As  the 
week  progressed,  I  was  not  as  weary 
and  looked  forward  to  the  evening. 

That  particular  Scripture  never 
became  as  real  to  me  as  it  did  during 
our  time  together.  I  became  aware  of 
the  childlike  qualities  in  all  of  us. 
We  must  never  become  too  sophisti¬ 
cated,  too  wise,  too  old.  May  the 
children  always  speak  to  us. 

So,  when  you  hear  that  volunteers 
are  needed  for  Daily  Vacation  Bible 
School,  do  “sign  up,”  no  matter 
what  age  you  are.  You  will  come 
away  with  an  incredibly  rich  and  re¬ 
warding  experience. 


I  resent  being  included  in  protest  against  Panama  invasion 


It  would  appear  that  rather  than 
speaking  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  Rev.  Thom  Fassett  has 
used  his  office  as  chief  executive  of 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  to  posture  a  personal  opin¬ 
ion  (see  UMR,  Dec.  29). 

He’s  more  than  welcome  to  it.  But 
I  highly  resent  his  including  me  in  his 
(»ndemnation  of  an  honorable  and 
justifiable  military  action  against 
such  a  ruthless  and  repressive  gov¬ 
ernment  as  Manuel  Noriega  had  re¬ 
peatedly  shown  his  to  have  been. 

Had  Mr.  Fassett,  or  anyone  repre¬ 
senting  him,  asked,  I’m  sure  many  of 
us  would  have  been  more  than 
pleased  to  share  our  views  with  him! 

It  is  hoped  that  the  leadership  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  at  ev¬ 
ery  level  will  take  such  blatant  mis¬ 
uses  of  office,  as  demonstrated  by 
Mr.  Fassett,  in  hand. 

Only  through  their  concerned  ac¬ 
tion  can  the  destruction  from  within 


our  church  and  the  continued  loss  of 
its  members  be  halted. 

W.  Stan  Tyson 
Franklin,  Tennessee 

Drip,  drip  continues 

The  Dec.  29  issue  contains  two 
articles  that  are  directly  related.  I 
believe  the  laity  sees  the  connec¬ 
tion,  and  I  also  believe  members  of 
the  clergy  don’t  see  this  connection. 

The  first  item  reports  that  the  of¬ 
ficial  church  membership  came 
down  in  1988  for  the  20th  consecu¬ 
tive  year  by  70,000. 

The  second  article  was  headlined, 
“UM  officials  criticize  Panama  inva¬ 
sion.”  In  the  face  of  massive  public 
support  of  this  action,  the  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett  issued  a  fatuous 
statement  condemning  our  freeing 
Panama  from  Manuel  Noriega. 

That  was  immediately  followed  by 
a  premature  letter  by  the  Rev.  Robert 
J.  Harmon  addressed  to  President 


Here  I  Stand: 


Bush.  Both  of  these  pronouncements 
will  be  interpreted — incorrectly — as 
’’official"  and  coming  from  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

I  view  the  laity  as  a  massive  rock 
of  granite.  The  last  20  years  of  drip, 
drip,  drip  nonsense  from  the  de¬ 
nominational  leadership  has  gradu¬ 
ally  eroded  this  rock  and  will  do  so 
as  long  as  this  stream  of  out-of-step 
thinking  oozes  from  the  hierarchy. 

John  L.  Getz 
-  Farwell,  Texas 

How  would  they  feel? 

Since  1977  I  have  served  as  the 
“local  agent”  who  serviced  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-sponsored  property,  ca¬ 
sualty  and  liability  insurance  plan  for 
my  local  church.  I  consider  myself  a 
professional,  and  I  make  my  liveli¬ 
hood  as  a  local  agent  providing  need¬ 
ed  insurance  services  to  the  people 
and  businesses  in  my  community. 

I  found  it  interesting  to  learn  that 


the  General  Council  of  Finance  and 
Administration  feels  that  what  I  do 
for  a  living  is  of  such  little  value 
that  my  local  church  no  longer 
needs  my  professional  services  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  8). 

I  wonder  how  members  of  the 
council  would  feel  if  they  were  told 
that  the  church  they  serve  feels  that 
what  they  do  for  a  living  is  of  such  lit¬ 
tle  value  that  the  church  doesn’t  need 
the  service  of  people  in  their  profes¬ 
sion.  I  know  how  it  made  me  feel. 

Richard  J.  Davidson 
West  Plains,  Missouri 

Why  editorial  was  shocker 

Your  Dec.  8  editorial  challenging 
U.S.  policy  in  El  Salvador  came  as  a 
shocker  to  so  many  people  whose 
views  are  presented  in  the  Dec.  22 
edition  because  you  didn’t  take  the 
time  and  trouble  to  prepare  the  peo¬ 
ple  called  Methodists  for  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  views  so  at  odds  with 


Guaranteed  appointments 
should  be  retained  by  UMs 


By  (OHN  J.  SHAFFER 

It  appears  that  there  is  an  effort 
on  the  part  of  some  in  our  church, 
including  a  few  bishops — at  least  1 5 
of  them,  according  to  the  Nov.  10 
issue  of  the  Reporter — to  undercut 
the  tradition  of  guaranteed  appoint¬ 
ments  to  solve  the  problem  of  min¬ 
isterial  “incompetence  and 
ineffectiveness.” 

If  that  is  accomplished,  the  abuses 
that  could  happen  would  be  guaran¬ 
teed:  Some  bishops  and  district  su¬ 
perintendents  would  have  a  tool 
(weapon?)  to  punish  pastors  who 
don’t  follow  the  prescribed  line. 

We  know  that  would  happen  be¬ 
cause  some  bishops  have  already 
punished  such  people  even  with  the 
myth  of  guaranteed  appointments. 

People  driven  from  ministry 

In  some  cases,  bishops  found 
some  real  ways  to  drive  people  from 
ministry,  ministry  that  I  believe  was 
more  effective  than  most.  Example 


after  example  could  be  given  from 
the  early  days  of  civil-rights  work 
and  within  the  context  of  dealing 
with  the  painful  era  of  Vietnam. 

The  move  to  abolish  guaranteed 
appointments  wouldn’t  solve  a  prob¬ 
lem.  It  would  only  make  new  ones. 

Those  few  pastors  who  choose  to 
tackle  controversial  issues  would 
also  find  themselves  without  a  job  if 
and  when  laypeople  made  it  clear  to 
the  bishop  they  didn’t  want  such 
people  as  their  pastors. 

I  for  one  have  appreciated  the  se¬ 
curity  afforded  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  system  when  I  have  chosen  to 
speak  out  on  controversial  subjects. 

At  least  I  knew  I  wouldn’t  be 
blind-sided  by  those  who  wished  to 
silence  my  witness. 

Start  at  the  beginning 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  solving 
the  ailment  of  incompetent  individ¬ 
uals.  it  should  start  at  the  beginning 
of  ministry — when  a  person  is  put 
through  the  paces  of  gaining  confer- 


"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  lohn  /. 

Shaffer  is  a  mission¬ 
ary  assigned  to  the 
Alaska  Missionary  Conference  and  is  a 
clergy  member  of  the  Central  Illinois 
Annuai  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
" Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


ence  membership — and  continue 
throughout  one’s  career  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  evaluation. 

If  evaluation  is  not  working,  it 
isn’t  the  fault  of  ministers  but  of 
those  doing  the  evaluating. 

I  disagree  that  there  is  no  real  way 
to  do  it.  It  could  start  with  some  hon¬ 
esty  in  face-to-face  communication 
involving  those  charged  with  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  evaluating. 

For  that  matter,  what  do  we  do 
when  an  incompetent  bishop  has 
been  elected?  Not  that  I  would  ad¬ 
mit  to  such  a  thing  ever  happening. 


What  others^ 
- are  saying 

“We  need  help  from  clergy  to 
give  us  knowledge  of  basic  Chris¬ 
tian  beliefs,  on  an  adult  basis,  every 
Sunday,  because  the  average  layper¬ 
son  doesn’t  know  the  Gospels  and 
theology.  We  need  the  laity  to  own 
these  beliefs  and  be  able  to  express 
them,  to  be  able  to  speak  of  God  in 
everyday  dealings.” 

—Florence  Freeman,  former  Southern 
New  England  Annual  Conference  lay 
leader,  speaking  at  the  Center  for  the 
Ministry  of  the  Laity,  Andover-New- 
ton  Theological  School. 


“I  remember  one  professor  telling 
me  that  Christians  aren’t  called  to  be 
successful.  They  are  just  called  to  be 
faithful.  We’ve  got  to  keep  working.” 

— The  Rev.  Ray  Buchanan,  co- 
founder  of  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew, 
a  national  hunger  ministry. 


what  they  are  reading  every  day. 

Only  a  few  articles  across  these 
last  few  years  have  given  more  than 
just  a  hint  of  the  massive  violations 
of  human  rights,  systematic  torture 
and  at  least  70,000  Salvadorans 
killed  in  the  past  decade  by  the  Sal¬ 
vadoran  military. 

A  balanced  presentation  would 
have  taken  account  of  the  accusa¬ 
tions  made  against  the  FMLN  and 
reported  evidence  for  or  against. 

If  you  had  undertaken  such  a  pro¬ 
gram,  ideological  differences  would 
have  not  elicited  such  surprised  re¬ 
sponses  from  your  critics,  and  prob¬ 
ably  you  would  have  had  many 
more  supporters. 

Ralph  Mason  Dreger 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

'Faith  talk'  commended 

Thank  you  for  your  Dec.  1 5  edi¬ 
torial  about  “faith  talk.”  As  a  min¬ 
ister,  it  was  not  fashionable  in  my 
years  of  training  to  make  references 


to  the  self  for  fear  of  being  branded 
a  braggart  or  holier-than-thou. 

However,  across  the  years,  I  have 
discovered  that  personal  joys,  sor¬ 
rows,  agonies  and  wrestlings  with 
the  faith  during  sermon  presenta¬ 
tions  have  given  a  certain  authentic¬ 
ity  to  the  minister’s  religion  with 
which  the  congregation  can  identify. 

Perhaps  if  we  did  more  of  that 
rather  than  attempting  to  impress 
our  congregation  with  our  latest  ac¬ 
quired  theological  knowledge  or 
knowledge  of  world  affairs,  there 
would  be  an  authority  to  the  mes¬ 
sage  and  a  greater  response  to  the 
message  presented. 

Who  knows?  Some  may  be  able  to 
identify  with  the  hurts  and  concerns 
of  the  clergy  and  feel  the  same  heal¬ 
ing  grace  as  the  clergy  under  certain 
circumstances  and  believe  that  it  can 
extend  to  other  areas  where  we  are  all 
in  need  of  this  grace. 

Calvin  Lapuyade 
Morgan  City,  Louisiana 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse— of  the  following: 

“Brethren,  do  not  be  weary  in 
well-doing."  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week's  answer  1  Corinthians  10:31) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  15 

Monday:  Psalms  40: 1  -5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  40:6-1 1 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  49:1-1 1 
Thursday:  John  1:29-34 
Friday:  John  1:43-51 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  1:1-3 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  1:4-9 


Your  Investment 
in  Mission 

THE 

UNITED 

METHODIST 

DEVELOPMENT 

FUND 

Helping  to 
Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Inv 

Rate* 

4  yr.  term 

$100 

9% 

1  yr.  term 

$100 

8% 

Flexible 

$100 

7% 

* Rates  subject  to  change. 


For  as  little  as  $1 00,  notes  may  be  purchased.  Available  only 
to  United  Methodist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organiza¬ 
tions,  Boards  or  agencies.  Be  a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church 
into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your  own  personal  investment 
goals. 

The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing:  The  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  10115.  Tel.  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633  if  out-of-NY 
State. 
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CLASSES  MAY  BE  DELAYED: 

Opening  date  for  classes  at  the  proposed  United 
Methodist  university  in  Africa  may  be  post¬ 
poned  until  March  1992.  The  Rev.  Roger  W. 
Ireson,  chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try,  included  that  word  in  a  Dec.  20  newsletter 
to  elected  board  directors.  Factors  delaying  the 
opening  from  the  previous  target  of  March  1991 
include  the  need  to  draw  up  firm  faculty  con¬ 
tracts,  the  pace  of  gaining  final  approval  for  the 
school  from  the  Zimbabwean  government  and 
national  elections  that  are  likely  to  dominate 
Zimbabwean  politics  this  spring. 

'GLOBAL  FORUM  A  prominent 
United  Methodist  is  among  300  religious,  polit¬ 
ical  and  scientific  leaders  headed  to  Moscow  for 
an  international  consultation  on  the  environ¬ 
ment.  The  Rev.  Glenn  E.  Olds  Jr.,  president 
emeritus  of  Alaska  Pacific  University  and  a  for¬ 
mer  U.S.  ambassador  to  the  United  Nations  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  is  to  participate  in  “Glob¬ 
al  Forum”  Jan.  16-19  in  the  Soviet  capital.  Dr. 
Olds,  who  recently  became  president  of  the  Bet¬ 
ter  World  Society,  based  in  Washington,  said 
the  event's  speakers  include  astrophysicist  Carl 
Sagan  and  Gro  Brundtland,  immediate  past 
prime  minister  of  Norway. 

CHURCH  WAS  TOO  SILENT:  a 

leading  British  authority  on  the  Soviet  Union 
has  accused  Romanian  Orthodox  Church  lead¬ 
ers  of  failing  to  resist  the  Ceausescu  regime.  The 
Rev.  Michael  Bourdeaux  called  on  church  lead¬ 
ers  to  resign  as  a  mark  of  shame  for  their  silence 
during  the  communist  leader’s  24-year  reign  of 
terror.  During  a  British  Broadcasting  Corp.  in¬ 
terview,  Mr.  Bourdeaux  said  a  voice  of  prophe¬ 
cy  at  the  right  time  might  have  saved  bloodshed 
in  Romania.  The  Anglican  priest,  who  is  the  di¬ 
rector  of  Keston  College,  said  that  1981  to  1984 
was  a  critical  time  when  the  Ceausescu  regime 
was  turning  inward  and  beginning  to  oppress 
the  country. 

CRITICS  ON  BOTH  SIDES:  Angli¬ 
can  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  of  South  Africa 
ended  a  five-day  visit  to  Israel  urging  Israelis 
and  Palestinians  to  seek  reconciliation  and  en¬ 
sure  the  sovereignty  of  both  peoples.  Archbish¬ 
op  Tutu  said  very  firmly  that  Israel  has  a  right 
to  exist  as  a  sovereign  state.  But  he  added  a 
prayer  that  Israel  hear  the  cry  of  the  Palestin¬ 
ians.  He  said  they,  too,  are  created  in  the  image 
of  God.  Some  Israelis  objected  to  the  archbish¬ 
op's  criticism  of  government  measures  to  quell 
the  Palestinian  uprising.  Some  Palestinians  ap¬ 
peared  unsatisfied  with  his  reluctance  to  express 
support  for  the  Palestine  Liberation  Organiza¬ 
tion. 

NOT  HUNG  UP  ON  NUMBERS: 

As  pundits  continue  to  marshall  evidence  that 
1  mainline  churches  are  be¬ 
coming  sideline  churches,  a 
leader  of  one  mainline  de¬ 
nomination  says  Christians 
shouldn’t  get  hung  up  on 
I  which  groups  are  dominant. 
iThe  Rev.  Joan  Salmon 
"Campbell,  moderator  (prin- 
'  ^  cipal  presiding  officer)  of 
I.  Salmon  Campbell  (he  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  said  there  are  more  important  things 
to  be  concerned  about — such  as  how  the  good 
news  of  Christianity  will  be  spread. 


NEW  GOALS  FOR  NAMIBIA:  An 

Episcopal  priest  who  observed  the  November 
elections  in  Namibia  has  pointed  to  several  ma¬ 
jor  issues  that  the  territory  in  Southwestern  Af¬ 
rica  must  deal  with  as  it  moves  toward 
independence.  In  an  interview  with  Religious 
News  Service,  the  Rev.  Edgar  Lockwood  listed 
maintaining  law  and  order,  finding  a  way  out  of 
the  enormous  financial  debt  that  now  straps 
Namibia  and  determining  the  status  of  whites 
under  a  black  majority  regime  as  new  challenges 
for  the  elected  assembly. 

Compiled  from  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


Fear  cited  as  obstacle  to  AIDS  ministry 

UM  leaders  say  anxiety  on  both  sides  prevents  churches  from  helping  infected  people 

By  LINDA  BLOOM  “Ifciiallv  thA  raqrnn  .  U  „  .1 _  WW _ !•  : _  1 _ 1 _  .1 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

People  with  AIDS  and  their 
loved  ones  often  hesitate  to  turn 
to  churches  for  help. 

The  reason?  Fear,  say  United 
Methodists  involved  in  minis¬ 
tries  to  people  with  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome. 

For  instance,  when  Cathie  Ly¬ 
ons  speaks  at  church  workshops 
on  AIDS,  she  often  is  ap¬ 
proached  by  anxious  mothers. 

“These  mothers  revealed  they 
had  a  son,or  a  daughter  who  had 
AIDS  but  had  never  talked  with 
anyone  about  it— not  with  their 
pastors,  with  other  members  of 
their  churches  or  their' dearest 
friends,”  said  Ms.  Lyons,  chief 
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Buttons  like  this  are  appearing  in 
United  Methodist  churches  as  minis¬ 
tries  to  people  with  AIDS  expand. 
This  last  in  a  series  explores  some  of 
the  attitudes  that  obstruct  effective 
AIDS  ministries. 

executive  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


“Usually,  the  reason  was  the 
same:  fear — fear  that  they  would 
not  find  acceptance  and  under¬ 
standing.” 

Fears  need  to  be  dispelled 

Dispelling  fear  and  misconcep¬ 
tions  about  AIDS — especially  the 
idea  that  AIDS  is  a  “judgment 
from  God" — was  a  major  part  of  a 
recent  national  religious  consulta¬ 
tion  on  the  disease.  United  Meth¬ 
odists  played  a  significant  part  in 
the  event  (see  UMR,  Dec.  15). 

The  consultation  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  18-month-old  AIDS 
National  Interfaith  Network.  Its 
president  is  retired  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kel¬ 
ly  of  San  Mateo.  Calif. 

The  consultation  drew  more 
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Lyons  (right)  introduces  Dr.  Cecile  DeSweemer,  a  physician  who  works  in  Senegal,  to  the 
1987  United  Methodist  National  Consultation  on  AIDS  Ministries  in  San  Francisco.  Ms.  Lyons  is 
chief  executive  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Department  of  the  General  Board  of  Glob- 
a  Mmistries.  Ms.  Lyons'  talks  on  AIDS  frequently  elicit  response  from  anxious  relatives  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS.  She  said  many  relatives  tell  her  they  have  been  unable  to  disclose  their  loved 
one  s  illness  to  their  fellow  church  members  for  fear  of  rebuke. 


than  100  religious  leaders  to  the 
Carter  Center  of  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Emory  University  in  At¬ 
lanta.  Participants  adopted  what  is 
believed  to  be  the  first  major  inter¬ 
faith  statement  on  the  theological 
imperative  of  caring  for  people 
with  AIDS  and  their  loved  ones. 

Despite  her  involvement  and 
that  of  dozens  of  other  individ¬ 
ual  United  Methodists,  the 
church  still  retains  “kind  of  a 
hands-off  attitude"  about  AIDS, 
Bishop  Kelly  told  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service. 

Jesus,  she  pointed  out,  found 
"no  one  . . .  untouchable.”  She 
said,  “That  is  a  model  for  us.” 

The  bishop  said  she  is  “partic¬ 
ularly  concerned  about  churches 
in  poor  areas,  where  African- 
Americans  and  Hispanics  have 
become  a  larger  number  of  those 
suffering  with  AIDS  because  of 
the  drug  culture.” 

Although  AIDS  is  a'  global  dis¬ 
ease  affecting  all  people,  fear  of  in¬ 
fection  and  the  ailment’s 
commonly  being  associated  with 
homosexuals  are  major  stumbling 
blocks  to  addressing  the  crisis. 
Bishop  Kelly  said. 

Some  won't  say  'A'  word 

The  Rev.  M.  Monroe  Wright 
Jr.,  a  United  Methodist  who  is 
president  of  the  Connecticut 
AIDS  Residence  Program  in 
New  Haven,  agreed. 

“I  have  heard  people  say  that 
their  pastors  stutter  and  refuse  to 
say  the  lA’  word,”  Mr.  Wright  said. 

But  Peter  Braswell  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  said  he  received  unexpected 
support  for  a  friend  with  AIDS 
from  the  pastor  of  “what  used  to 
be  known  as  a  very  uptown,  tail- 
steeple,  silk-stocking  church.” 

When  Mr.  Braswell  confided 
in  the  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier  Jr. 
about  his  friend’s  disease,  "he  sat 
with  me  about  three  and  a  half 
hours,”  he  recalled. 

“He  is  a  busy  man,  but  he  felt 
it  was  an  important  enough  situ- 


Recorded  U.S.  cases 
|  (through  October  1989): 

I  Adults  and  adolescents, 
110,333;  children,  1,908. 

U.S.  deaths  (through 
October  1989):  Adults  and 
■  adolescents,  65,467; 
children,  1,026. 

Estimated  number  of 
people  in  the  United  States 
who  have  HIV  virus,  but  no 
symptoms:  1  to  1.5  million. 

(Statistics  from 
Centers  for  Disease  Control, 
November  1989) 


ation  that  he  devote  that  time  to 
me,”  Mr.  Braswell  said  of  Mr. 
Frazier.  "He  sat  and  cried  with 
me  and  listened.  He  was  totally 
non-judgmental." 

But  fear  of  judgment  existed 
for  the  Rev.  Stephen  C.  Fink, 
who  died  in  1989  from  complica¬ 
tions  of  AIDS,  said  his  friend, 
the  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers, 
an  executive  with  the  United 
Methodist  General  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns. 

"Steve’s  life  was  shaped  by  two 
identities:  He  was  a  gay  man,  and 
he  was  ordained  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church,"  Ms.  Powers 
said  during  a  memorial  service 
for  Mr.  Fink  in  June  at  New 
York’s  Riverside  Church.  “And 
that  church  defines  the  two  as 
’incompatible.’ 

“No  wonder  he  kept  silent 
about  his  illness — even  from  de¬ 
voted  friends  in  his  denomina¬ 
tion — for  a  long  and  lonely  time.” 


Philadelphia  pastor  fights  drugs  with  hope 

-~'i  .  By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE  Thp  Vfilino  man  Fr/Xm  Dannf»ili,n_:.>.  AVAntC  Ulifb  otLwsr  Innnl  1 


NORTH  PHILADELPHIA— The  Rev. 
Robin  Hynicka  speaks  during  an  anti¬ 
drug  rally  supported  by  United  Meth¬ 
odists.  Protests  like  this  have  fostered 
hope  for  freedom  from  drugs,  Mr. 
Hynicka  said. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $  1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  23  words. 
Blind  ads  S10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  oth¬ 
erwise  approved  in  advance. 

KSrE,S7°r  0rF  STEWARDSHIP  Development. 
Nebraska  Conference.  Full-time.  Deadline,  Feb- 
ruao’  1.  1990.  Applicants  must  include  career  ob¬ 
jectives,  experience,  education  and  three  refer- 

COMMUNICATIONS  DIRECTOR  OPENING 

for  United  Methodist  Indiana  Area,  Indianapolis 
Experienced  person  wanted  to  direct  well-estab¬ 
lished  statewide  communications  program  in¬ 
cluding  editing  monthly  newspaper.  Minimum  5 
years  experience  required  plus  degree  in  joumal- 
ism/mass  communications  (or  equivalent).  Send 
resume,  including  present  salary,  and  work  sam¬ 
ples  by  February  1  to:  Jack  E.  Howey,  Search 
Committee  Chairperson,  Peru  Tribune,  26  W 
Third  St.,  P.O.  Box  87,  Peru,  IN  46970. 

resume  to:  Robert  Folkers.  P.O.  Box  4553  Lin¬ 
coln,  NE  68504.  (402)  464-5994. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR/ORGANIST.  1200-mem- 

ber  UMC  congregation  in  St.  Louis  suburb  ac¬ 
cepting  applications  for  Choir  Director/Organ¬ 
ist  with  responsibility  for  multiple  choir/ 
handbell  program.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Mrs.  John  Sant'Ambrogio,  Salem-In- 
Ladue  UMC,  1200  S.  Lindbergh  Blvd.,  St 
Louis,  MO  63131. 

VACANCY  FOR  MINISTER  OF  Christian  Edu¬ 

cation  (ordained  or  diaconal)  for  1600-member 
university  church.  Total  package  $25,000  in¬ 
cludes  housing.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Karen  Van- 
noy.  2409  Guadalupe,  Austin,  TX  78705.  Inter¬ 
views  will  begin  in  February, 

PASSION  PLAY.  GERMANY.  AUSTRIA.  Rus¬ 
sia.  Departing  July  18.  Escorted  by:  Rev.  and 

Ed  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX 
75214.  Phone:  (214)  368-7026.  Brochure. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY  Eu¬ 
ropean  tours:  July  16-29,  August  14-25.  Con- 
firmed  tickets.  Host  experienced  12  years.  Write- 
RT£<.5?Iph  ^rence,  4192  Tattenham.  Boise, 

ID  83704. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries.  2200-member  church.  Responsible  for  total 
program  development  and  implementation. 
Building  plans  for  new  Activity  Center  will  pro¬ 
vide  facilities  for  an  expanding  youth  program. 
Lay  or  ordained  person  acceptable.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  Benefits  available 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  stitcheries. 

Make  items  for  church,  home,  bazaar,  gifts.  Cata¬ 
log  $  1 .00  (refundable  with  first  order).  Nancy  De¬ 
signs,  424R  East  Sixth.  Blue  Earth,  MN  56013 

FL  3290|h,  1 10  E’  New  Haven  Ave.,  Melbourne, 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  Church 

Fill  your  music  stafT  position  (20-40  hours  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per¬ 
sons  available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians' 
National  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36 
Huntington.  WV  25706-0036. 

YOUTH/CHILDREN/PROGRAM  Ministries 
Director,  550-member  church.  Salary  S16K-18K 
Applications  needed  by  February  15.  Send  rts 

view.  TX  75607,  or  telephone  (2 14)  758-8091 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo- 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view, 
completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week. 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 

NC  28786 

DILLON.  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM,  2  BATH 

Condo  Ioe  lease.  Weekly;  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call:  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No 
smokers! 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

In  North  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  the  Rev. 
Robin  M.  Hynicka  and  his  flock  are  fight¬ 
ing  drugs  with  hope. 

That  hope  is  rooted  in  reducing  or  elim¬ 
inating  what  church  members  see  as  the 
basic  causes  of  drug  abuse:  lack  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  economic  opportunity.  Those  eL 
ements  fuel  low  self-esteem. 

“If  we’re  going  to  tell  people  not  to  do 
something,  we  need  to  show  them  what  to 
do,"  Mr.  Hynicka  said. 

The  pastor  of  Cookman  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  has  no  illusions  that  the  job  will 
be  done  quickly.  He  has  been  at  it  12  years. 

He  is  also  executive  director  of  the 
year-old  North  Central  Ministry,  a  coop¬ 
erative  of  five  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations:  Cookman,  Mount  Zion,  Seventh 
Street,  Memorial  Temple  and  Zoar.  The 
latter  is  the  oldest  historically  black  Meth¬ 
odist  church  in  the  nation. 

Work  begins  in  1977 

Mr.  Hynicka  came  to  North  Philadelphia 
in  1977  as  a  short-term  missionary  known 
as  a  “US-2”  (United  Methodist  terminology 
for  someone  volunteering  for  two  years’  ser¬ 
vice  within  the  United  States  under  supervi¬ 
sion  of  the  church’s  mission  board). 


The  young  man  from  Pennsylvania’s 
lush  farming  country  stayed  on  as  an  or¬ 
dained  clergyman  determined  to  be  in  ur¬ 
ban  ministry. 

The  obstacles  have  been  formidable. 
For  instance,  the  parsonage  in  which  he 
has  lived  12  years  was  at  first  a  frequent 
target  of  burglars. 

When  he  asked  how  to  get  supplies  to 
brick  up  the  basement  windows  and  try  to 
stop  the  burglaries,  he  was  told  to  go  to  a 
crumbling  house  and  take  what  he  needed. 

“It  was  something  of  a  metaphor,”  wrote 
“Philadelphia  Inquirer”  columnist  Steve  Lo¬ 
pez  in  a  1988  profile  of  Mr.  Hynicka.  "The 
tools  of  rebirth  hidden  among  the  piles  of 
decay,  opportunity  among  the  blight,  hope 
among  the  despair.  Brick  by  brick.” 

Those  bricks”  of  hope  are  the  weapons 
Mr.  Hynicka,  his  church  members  and  his 
colleagues  in  ministry  use  in  their  own 
war  against  drugs. 

Neighborhood  has  resources 

“Even  in  a  neighborhood  like  North 
Philadelphia,  there  are  resources,”  Mr. 
Hynicka  asserted. 

For  instance,  Cookman  UMC  houses 
regular  Bible  study,  a  seniors’  program,  a 
preschool  program,  adult  literacy  classes, 
an  after-school  homework  program,  sports 
and  recreation.  Boy  Scouts  and  joint 


events  with  other  local  churches. 

The  North  Central  Ministry,  with  a  grant 
from  the  church’s  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship,  recently  had  a  symposium,  “Ethnic 
Minority  Men  in  the  1990s,”  at  downtown 
Philadelphia’s  Temple  University.  Its  pur¬ 
pose  was  to  offer  encouragement  for  ethnic 
men,  hoping,  in  turn,  to  create  positive  role 
models  for  urban  youths. 

Mr.  Hynicka  cited  “consistent  caring” 
as  his  most  effective  tool  in  helping  urban 
youths  turn  from  dealing  and  using  drugs. 

"What’s  tough  is  that  I  know  most  of  the 
kids  who  are  doing  the  dealing,"  he  said. 
“They  wave  at  me  on  the  street.  I  let  them 
know  that  I  know  what  they’re  doing  and 
that  I  don’t  approve.  Then  1  try  to  be  there 
when  the  opportunity  opens. 

“You  can’t  force  people  to  change;  they 
have  to  come  to  it  by  themselves.  But  if 
they  want  to  change.  I’m  here." 

Mr.  Hynicka  said  it’s  been  “a  real  bless¬ 
ing”  to  pull  together  the  resources  that  have 
brought  the  anti-drug  ministries  into  being. 

“About  18  months  ago  we  held  weekly 
anti-drug  marches  for  three  months,”  he 
said.  “We  saw  some  shift  in  behavior  on 
the  street  comers.  Moms  and  parents 
came  back  to  church  because  they  saw  we 
had  to  work  this  out  together. 

“Our  approach  now  is  built  on  our 
analysis  of  what  we  saw.” 


”  uuu  i  ccreation,  noy  scouts  and  joint  analysis  ot  what  we  saw. 

'Servant  church'  to  replace  clergy  domination? 

Rv  RAY  WAnm  c  in  1  Ka  r»hii*-/>h  i  *->  .4  .Lk  a  1— ll  «  • 


By  RAY  WADDLE 

Religious  News  Service 

CLARKSVILLE,  Tenn.— The 
chief  bishop  of  the  Episcopal 
Church’s  Diocese  of  Tennessee  says 
“old  world"  clergy  domination  over 
church  life  is  dead  and  must  give 
way  to  a  “servant  church”  of  all 
baptized  persons  including  clergy 
and  laity  alike. 

Bishop  George  Reynolds,  whose 
jurisdiction  encompasses  the  state’s 
midsection,  told  160  delegates  to 
the  Diocese  of  Tennessee's  annual 
convention  that  the  “tide  of  histo¬ 
ry"  is  forcing  Christians  to  seek 
more  democratic  ways  to  start 
churches,  help  poor  people  and  find 
a  sense  of  mission  in  personal  life. 

“In  the  old  paradigm,  the  or¬ 
dained  clergy  are  the  producers  of 
ministry  and  the  laypersons  the 
consumers  of  ministry,”  said  Bish¬ 
op  Reynolds. 

“It  is  the  paradigm  of  hierarchy 


in  the  church,  and  its  time  is  past, 
said  the  bishop  whose  denomina¬ 
tion  is  among  the  most  hierarchical 
of  Protestant  churches. 

“In  the  new  paradigm,  all  bap¬ 
tized  people,  clergy  and  laity  alike, 
are  the  ministers,  making  up  the 
servant  church. 

“It  is  the  paradigm  of  total  minis¬ 
try.  . . .  total  ministry  is  a  new  way 
of  dancing,  and  the  dance  is  marred 
by  any  person  sitting  it  out  or  any 
person  dancing  the  old  way.” 

While  Bishop  Reynolds  said  par¬ 
ishes  must  determine  the  specifics 
of  “total  ministry”  on  their  own,  he 
offered  some  examples  of  what  it 
might  be  like. 

Church  members,  he  said,  should 
gather  in  small  groups  for  prayer 
and  discussion  with  the  intent  of  re¬ 
newing  their  Christian  witness  in 
the  workplace,  at  home  and  in  their 
marriages. 

And  new  churches.  Bishop  Reyn¬ 
olds  said,  should  be  started  as  "ap¬ 


ostolic  congregations,”  groups  of 
worshippers  meeting  in  private 
homes. 

“The  purpose  is  not  to  worrv  about 
the  numbers  but  to  get  people  togeth¬ 
er  with  the  sense  of  sending  them  out 
again  as  ministers  in  Christ  wherever 
they  may  go,"  he  said  during  an  inter¬ 
view  before  his  address. 


“The  old  hierarchical  paradigm  is 
very  seductive,”  he  continued.  “It’s 
dead.  1  believe,  but  it  is  tempting  to  try 
to  whip  that  dead  horse  back  to  life. 

"When  a  situation  calls  for  taking 
control,  then  do  so,”  he  said.  “But 
it  also  means  getting  out  of  the  way 
for  others  or  sharing  leadership  as 
things  evolve.” 
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A  PENNY  SAVED:  Children  ai  Otier- 
bein  United  Methodist  Church  in  Beaver  Falls, 
Pa.,  have  learned  that  pennies  can  add  up  to  big 
bucks.  Starting  in  1983,  the  children  were  asked 
to  save  pennies  during  the  week  and  bring  them 
to  the  church.  The  Rev.  Ronald  G.  Naugle,  pas¬ 
tor,  blessed  the  gifts  every  Sunday  during  the 
morning  service.  By  the  end  of  1989,  those  pen¬ 
nies  added  up  to  $4,300.  The  money  was  recent¬ 
ly  sent  to  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  for  mission  projects.  “For  demonstrating 
that  a  penny  saved  is  not  a  penny  spumed,” 
said  the  January  issue  of  “Guideposts”  maga¬ 
zine,  the  publishers  recognized  Otterbein  UMC 
with  a  citation  and  a  check — equivalent  to 
100,000  pennies. 

NEW  MAGAZINE  EDITOR:  a 

New  Jersey  clergywoman  has  been  named  edi¬ 
tor  of  a  new  Korean-language  journal  designed 
to  interpret  the  programs  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  to  its  Korean  congregations  and 
church  leaders.  The  Rev.  Jungrea  H.  Chung,  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  Butler  (N.J.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  assumed  the  part-time  post  in  Decem¬ 
ber  as  editor  of  “United  Methodist  Family.” 
The  new  periodical  is  to  be  published  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  information  agency.  The  first  issue  is 
scheduled  for  release  this  spring. 

NEW  SPIRIT  OF  UNITY:  “There  is  a 

new  spirit  of  reconciliation  in  the  African  coun¬ 
try  of  Burundi  that  will  im¬ 
pact  the  growth  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church." 

That’s  the  assessment  of 
Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndor¬ 
cimpa  (Burundi  Area)  fol¬ 
lowing  a  year  of  unrest 
between  the  Tutsi  minority 
and  Hutu  majority  tribes. 

With  Burundi’s  new  spirit 
of  unity,  the  bishop  said  he  expects  to  gain  more 
United  Methodists  in  the  Central  Africa  nation. 
The  church  now  has  30,000  members  and  100 
congregations.  Eight  more  churches  are  planned 
in  eastern  Burundi  in  1990,  including  the  900- 
seat  St.  Peter’s  UMC  in  Gitega. 

HUMAN  RELATIONS  DAY:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  efforts  to  help  the  poor  and  com¬ 
bat  racism  in  the  nation  are  to  be  highlighted 
Jan.  14  when  congregations  mark  “Human  Re¬ 
lations  Day.”  A  special  offering  is  to  be  taken  to 
underwrite  programs  involving  community  de¬ 
velopers,  a  voluntary  service  corps  and  rehabili 
tation  of  juvenile  offenders.  The  day  is 
observed  annually  on  the  Sunday  before  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.’s  birthday  (Jan.  15). 

A  'CLEAN  UP'  RACE:  A  “friendly 

competition”  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Soviet  Union  to  clean  up  the  environment 
has  been  suggested  by  13  U.S.  Protestant,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  and  Jewish  leaders.  “We  are 
deeply  concerned  about  the  war  that  the  two  su¬ 
perpowers  continue  to  wage  against  our  earth,” 
the  13  said  in  mid-December  letters  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush  and  Soviet  leader  Mikhail  S. 
Gorbachev.  Signers  of  the  letter  included  Jay- 
dee  Hanson,  a  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  staff  executive. 

RECOGNIZE  BOTH:  Two  major  ecu¬ 
menical  events  have  been  scheduled  to  coincide 
this  year.  Jan.  18-25  has  been  designated  the 
Week  of  Prayer  for  Christian  Unity.  That’s  an 
international  event  sponsored  jointly  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  Vatican’s 
Pontifical  Council  for  Promoting  Christian 
Unity.  Jan.  21  has  been  declared  Ecumenical 
Sunday  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches.  In 
past  years.  Ecumenical  Sunday  followed  the 
Week  of  Prayer,  but  churches  are  being  asked  to 
observe  the  events  during  the  same  week  as  a 
way  of  strengthening  both. 

VOTING  TO  RESUME:  Methodists 
in  India  are  to  resume  efforts  to  elect  successors 
to  two  retiring  bishops  early  this  year.  Sched¬ 
uled  to  retire  are  Bishop  Joseph  Lance  of  Delhi 
and  Bishop  M.  Elia  Peter  of  Karnataka.  After 
1 3  ballots  proved  indecisive  in  October,  voting 
was  suspended. 

Compiled  by  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


The  'unlikely'  is  likely  at  Foundry  UMC 

Washington  congregation  mixes  'high/  'low'  church  with  activism  and  healing 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— A  lot  of  hug¬ 
ging  was  going  on  last  month  at 
Foundry  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  occasion  was  a  reception 
for  its  pastor  of  25  years,  the 
Rev.  Edward  W.  Bauman  Jr. 

As  well-wishers  greeted  their 
longtime  minister,  an  unknown 
street  person/  took  a  place  in  the 
line  of  greeters  and  joined  the 
fun.  Like  many  others  before 
him,  the  man  threw  his  arms 
around  Dr.  Bauman  in  a  bear- 
hug  embrace. 

“While  he  was  hugging  me,” 
Dr.  Bauman  said,  “he  whispered 
into  my  ear,  ‘I  need  $20.’  ” 

A  couple  of  Sundays  later,  an  ap¬ 
preciative  peal  of  laughter  welled 
up  from  some  1,000  worshipers 
who  heard  Dr.  Bauman  tell  that 
story  during  a  worship  service  of 
this  175-year-old  congregation. 

Laughing  at  themselves? 

The  laughter  could  have  been 
aimed  at  themselves  as  much  as 
at  the  unlikely  pairing  of  pastor 
and  pauper. 

Foundry  UMC  itself  contains 
numerous  unlikely  combinations. 
They  help  make  it  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  dynamic  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  nation’s  capital. 

Six  blocks  north  of  the  White 
House,  the  church  is  in  a  fashion¬ 
able  old-money  neighborhood  but 
only  a  stone’s  throw  from  where 
streetwalkers  ply  their  trade. 

Its  parishioners  run  the  gamut 
from  the  wealthy  and  powerful  to 
the  low-income  and  socially  mar¬ 
ginal.  But  as  a  total  congregation, 
they  are  tithers,  based  on  the 
number  of  giving  units  to  the 
church’s  $  1  million  budget. 

And  according  to  Ray  M.  Good- 
row,  the  church’s  communica¬ 
tions  chairman  and  trustees  vice 
chairman,  Foundry  UMC  can  be 

People  called=== 
=United  Methodist 

Writer  devotes  25  years 
to  column  on  the  Bible 

Clara  Kellermayer  has  devoted 
part  of  her  last  25  years  to  writing 
a  newspaper  column- — for  free! 

Mrs.  Kellermayer,  96,  is  the 
author  of  “Bible  Reading,”  a  six- 
day-a-week  feature  in  “The  Daily 
Standard”  of  Celina,  Ohio.  She 
has  been  a  member  of  Celina  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church 
since  1927. 

She  began  the  column  as  a  fea¬ 
ture  offering  an  inspirational  Bi¬ 
ble  verse  when  she  worked  at  the 
newspaper  as  a  compositor. 
Friendly  reception  of  her  column 
encouraged  her  to  expand  it  to 
include  a  commentary  on  the 
Scripture  passages. 

For  many  years,  according  to  a 
news  story  in  the  West  Ohio  con¬ 
ference  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Review,  she  refused  a 
byline.  However,  so  many  read¬ 
ers  wrote  to  the  newspaper  in¬ 
quiring  about  the  column’s 
authorship  that  she  finally  agreed 
to  let  readers  know  who  she  is. 

Her  only  “pay”  for  the  column 
is  a  subscription  to  the  “Daily 
Standard”  and  all  the  typing  pa¬ 
per  she  needs  to  write  her  col¬ 
umns  on  her  non-electric 
portable  typewriter. 

“If  I  can  help  one  person 
through  my  writing,  that  is  re¬ 
ward  enough,”  she  said. 


liturgically  “high  church  and  low 
church  at  the  same  time.” 

“Low  church”  indicates  a  form 
of  informal  worship  that  is  a  regu¬ 
lar  Sunday  morning  option.  The 
service  is  led  by  “Joyful  Noise,” 
about  25  young  people  whose  gui¬ 
tar-accompanied  singing  reverber¬ 
ates  throughout  the  vaulted 
Gothic  sanctuary. 

At  this  service,  Dr.  Bauman — 
whom  “Time  magazine”  named 
one  of  the  nation’s  seven  best 
preachers  some  years  ago — deliv¬ 
ers  his  sermon  in  a  conversational 
style  from  the  open  chancel  area 
outside  the  pulpit. 

Singles  call  church  'home' 

His  use  of  common  vernacular 
and  efforts  to  apply  Gospel  teach¬ 
ings  to  modem  life  are  an  obvious 
attraction  to  the  large  numbers  of 
single  people  who  call  Foundry 
UMC  their  church  home. 

"High  church,”  comparatively 
speaking,  can  be  found  at  the 
more  traditional  second  worship 
service.  It  has  classical  choral  of¬ 
ferings  and  Dr.  Bauman  preach¬ 
ing  from  the  elevated  pulpit. 

Nevertheless,  this  service  typical¬ 
ly  attracts  a  large  cross-section  of 
the  growing  church’s  1,440  church 
members,  both  young  and  old. 

Among  the  latter  is  Dr.  Arthur 
S.  Flemming,  a  member  of  Found¬ 
ry  UMC  since  1927;  secretary  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare  in 
the  Eisenhower  administration; 
and  former  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

Last  fall,  the  still-active  Dr. 
Flemming  shared  his  political  ex¬ 
pertise  by  leading  an  adult  educa¬ 
tion  class  on  aging.  The  focus  was 
on  public  health-care  policies. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  STEPHEN  L  SWECXER 

WASHINGTON — The  "Joyful  Noise"  sings  out  during  an  early-Sunday  worship  service  at 
Foundry  United  Methodist  Church.  The  contrast  between  this  and  one  of  Foundry's  more  for¬ 
mal,  "high  church"  services  is  typical  of  "unlikely"  mixtures  at  the  175-year-old  congregation. 


The  public-issues  emphasis  of 
Dr.  Flemming’s  class  exemplifies 
the  vigorously  outward-looking 
character  of  this  multiracial  con¬ 
gregation. 

Each  member  is  encouraged  to 
participate  in  one  of  15  missions 
groups.  The  groups  include  min¬ 
istries  aimed  at  the  needs  of  refu¬ 
gees,  homeless  people,  the 
hungry,  people  in  prison  and 
people  with  acquired  immune 
deficiency  syndrome. 

Most  'unlikely'  aspect  of  all 

For  some,  however,  the  most 
surprising  “unlikely”  aspect  of 
Foundry  UMC  comes  from  what 
Dr.  Bauman  calls  the  “heart”  of 
this  sophisticated,  socially  active, 
theologically  mainstream  congre¬ 
gation: 

A  healing  ministry  that  in- 


Woman  pastor's  goal 
is  new  home  for  flock 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

When  the  Rev.  Hepzie  Jack- 
son  accepted  the  challenge  of 
becoming  an  evangelist  in  Ma¬ 
durai,  India,  in  the  early  1980s, 
it  was  an  historic  moment  for 
the  Methodist  Church  in  India. 

“It  is  unusual  for  Indians  to 
accept  women  as  pastoral  lead¬ 
ers,”  said  the  Rev.  R.G.  Soanes, 
a  district  superintendent  in  the 
South  India  Annual  Conference. 
“It  is  a  tremendous  witness  to 
the  Hindu  community  around.” 

Mrs.  Jackson  was  so  success¬ 
ful  that  she  later  became  the 
founding  pastor  of  Methodist 
Tamil  Church.  It’s  the  first 
Methodist  Church  ever  planted 
in  Madurai,  a  predominately 
Hindu  city  of  2.5  million. 

Her  next  goal  is  to  move  her 
congregation  into  a  new  church 
home.  That  goal  is  expected  to  be 
achieved  through  the  support  of 
the  South  India  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  gifts  from  United  Meth¬ 
odists  through  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church. 

Mrs.  Jackson  began  her  work 
in  1981  by  gathering  a  handful 
of  people  for  worship  in  a 
thatched  roof  shelter. 

Now  the  shelter  can  hardly 


m 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


No  gift  too  small 


Methodist  Tamil  Church 
Building  in  Madurai,  India 
Advance  0107258-AN 

accommodate  an  overflowing 
crowd  of  100  adults  and  nearly 
as  many  children  and  youths 
every  Sunday. 

The  congregation  raised 
$6,200  locally  to  buy  a  site  close 
to  the  present  meeting  place. 
Construction  of  the  building  is 
estimated  to  cost  $34,600. 

Assisting  new  Methodist 
churches  around  the  globe  is  just 
one  program  of  the  Advance. 


eludes  weekly  healing  services 
and  “laying  on  of  hands.” 

“The  fact  that  we’ve  had  a 
healing  ministry  for  25  years  is 
the  secret  to  our  vitality,”  Dr. 
Bauman  said. 

The  services,  which  meet  in  a 
100-seat  chapel  to  one  side  of  the 
sanctuary,  began  the  month  after 
Dr.  Bauman  took  over  as  senior 
pastor.  He  began  them  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  a  member  whose  wife 
was  dying  of  cancer. 

Healing  services  follow  a  sim¬ 
ple  order  of  Holy  Communion, 
intercessory  prayer  and  laying  on 
of  hands  for  those  who  request  it. 

A  written  explanation  of 
Foundry  UMC’s  healing  ministry 
states  that  it  embraces  all  aspects 
of  the  church’s  ministry,  “includ¬ 
ing  worship,  education  and  di¬ 
rect  service.” 

Oh,  yes.  The  reception  crash¬ 
er?  He  got  his  $20,  Dr.  Bauman 
said. 

"The  Church  Aflame"  series  fea¬ 
tures  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  of  all  sizes  that  are  growing 


Arthur  Flemming,  former  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Health,  Education 
and  Welfare,  has  been  a 
Foundry  member  since  1927. 

numerically,  shouldering  their  fair 
share  of  the  denomination's  finan¬ 
cial  obligations  and  offering  out¬ 
standing  ministries  in  their 
communities.  To  nominate  a  church 
write  "Church  Aflame,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


UMs  to  attend  conclave 
on  peace,  environment 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  delegates  have 
been  named  to  a  major  interna¬ 
tional  conclave  sponsored  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

Eight  United  Methodists  are 
among  U.S.  church  leaders 
scheduled  to  participate  in  the 
WCC  convocation  March  6-12  in 
Seoul,  Korea,  on  “Justice,  Peace 
and  Integrity  of  Creation.” 

They  are  Mia  Adjali,  an  execu¬ 
tive  with  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York; 
the  Rev.  Schuyler  J.  Barber- 
Rhodes  of  Yorktown  Heights, 
N.Y.;  Barbara  R.  Thompson, 
chief  executive  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race;  the  Rev.  Alan  F.  Geyer,  a 
professor  at  UM-related  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wash¬ 
ington;  Nelson  Carrisquillo  of 
Arecibo,  Puerto  Rico;  the  Rev. 
Robert  S.  Nakata  of  Kameohe, 
Hawaii;  Bishop  C.  Dale  White 
(New  York  Area);  and  Dr.  Jane 
Carey  Peck,  a  professor  at  Ando- 
ver-Newton  Theological  School 


in  Newton,  Mass. 

In  addition  to  the  eight  delegates 
from  the  United  States  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  to  be  named  from  the 
church’s  overseas  conferences,  oth¬ 
er  United  Methodists  are  to  lead  or 
observe  at  the  convocation. 

Moderator  for  the  “Justice  and 
Service”  unit  of  the  convocation 
will  be  Dr.  Janice  Love,  a  professor 
at  the  University  of  South  Carolina 
in  Columbia,  S.C. 

Serving  on  the  convocation’s 
preparatory  committee  is  the  Rev. 
Norman  E.  Dewire,  president  of 
the  Methodist  Theological  School 
in  Ohio  at  Delaware,  Ohio. 

Observing  the  proceedings  for 
the  World  Methodist  Council  will 
be  the  Rev.  Marta  J.  Burke  of 
Jacksonville,  Fla.;  the  Rev.  Vema- 
gaye  Sullivan  of  Hoytville,  Ohio; 
and  Ohio  Gov.  Richard  F.  Ce¬ 
leste,  a  United  Methodist  layman. 

The  convocation  is  intended  to 
produce  a  statement  giving  a 
theological  foundation  for  the  in¬ 
volvement  of  Christians  world¬ 
wide  in  the  interrelated  issues  of 
justice,  peace  and  environment. 


DOES  YOUR  CHURCH  WANT  TO: 


►  increase  worship  attend; 


•  increase  giving! 

•  increase  participai 

•  increase  moiat 

•  increase  mantas' 


$ 


^ce! 


Christian 

A  local  Wurch  edition  of  the  Unite^Wethodlst  Reporter  (weekly)  or 
lilted  Method)*?  Review  (biweekly)  can  help  any  congregation  on  all 
•hfa^.  concerns  A  UMR  edition:  % 

•  provided-consistent  contact  with  members — so  iijjKrtant  to  their  par¬ 
ticipation  and  attendance 

•  allows  vivid  presentation  of  your  church's  life-^WpTpastpral  care  con¬ 
cerns  to  new  visitors  and  new  member  {jK^rpagPlnangal  updates. 

•  provides  indepth  and  insightful  informa^pr-™!  dialogue  about  what  is 
going  on  in  the  church — regionally  n^tid^fy  and  world  wide 

Well  informed  Christians  a^fjj6kef£*fo  be  more  committed  church 

members.  ....  .WKVA.. _ _ _ _ 

Call  us  collect  today  to  3is£l»ss7)ofti|p.t)MR  edition  can  increase  your 
members'  sense  of  pride  a(i^invqjv(Jhent  in  the  church. ..and  at  a  cost 
within  the  reach  of  most  congrggatirfhs. 

Call  collecf  (214)  630-6495 
_ Ron  Adams-  UMR  Special  Editions _ 


iur  congregaton! 
sense  of  beloi 


worldwide  fellowship  of 


Projects  focus  on  children,  families  in  jeopardy 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

When  children  come  to  Dodd 
Sterling  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Atlanta  after  school,  they  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  do  their  homework. 

That  aspect  of  the  church’s  latch¬ 
key  program  is  part  of  its  effort  to 
convince  the  children  that  “making 
an  investment  in  education  now  will 
follow  them  throughout  their  lives,” 
said  Kenneth  English,  a  lay  leader. 

The  program,  called  the  South 
Atlanta  Network  for  the  Develop¬ 
ment  of  Youth,  is  one  of  five  Chil¬ 
dren  and  Youth  in  Jeopardy 
projects  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  mission  board’s  National 
Program  Division. 

Coordinators  of  the  five  projects 
met  for  the  first  time  recently  in  Wave- 
land,  Miss.  They  shared  id™*  on 


how  the  church  could  more  effective¬ 
ly  help  children  and  teens,  particular¬ 
ly  in  getting  at  root  causes  of 
destructive  behavior,  said  Peggy  Hal¬ 
sey,  a  National  Division  executive. 

The  other  projects  are: 

/  “God’s  Country  Cooperative 
Parish,”  a  proposed  bakery/coffee 
shop  where  youth  can  work  in 
Michigan’s  Upper  Peninsula. 

/  Project  YES  (Youth  Enrichment 
Services)  of  the  Frankford  United 
Methodist  Group  Ministry  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  It  aims  to  reduce  the  risk  for 
abusive  and  destructive  behavior  in 
poverty-stricken  families. 

•f  Preteen  Bridge  Program  at  the 
Atlantic  Street  Center  in  Seattle.  It 
aims  to  involve  United  Methodist 
congregations  with  after-school  pro¬ 
grams  and  family  support  services. 

/  Refugee  Children  in  Immigra¬ 


tion  and  Naturalization  Detention,  a 
joint  program  of  Casa  de  Proyecto 
Libertad  and  United  Methodist  Bor¬ 
der  Ministries  in  Harlingen,  Texas. 
It  offers  advocacy  and  legal  services 


Positions  Available 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Council  is  receiving  appli¬ 
cations  for  Associate  Director  for  the 
Program  Division  and  Associate  Di¬ 
rector  for  the  Lake  Junaluska  Divi¬ 
sion.  Persons  interested  in  a  job  de¬ 
scription  and/or  applying  should  write: 

Personnel  Office 
SEJ  Administrative  Council 
P.O.  Box  67 

Lake  Junaluska,  NC  28745 

Deadline  for  job  applications  is  January 
31.  1990 


to  children  being  held  in  immigra¬ 
tion  service  detention  shelters. 


NEW 

from 

MAXIE 
DUNNAM 

Former  Upper 
Room  world 
editor  Maxle 
Dunnam  shows 
how  to  find  the  miraculous  In  the 
•ordinary/  when  we  pay  attention 
to  the  ‘little  things’  In  God's 
creation. 

A  beautifully  designed  volume 
that  will  be  treasured  for  personal 
reading  and  devotions. 

$5.95  from  Cokesbury  or 
your  local  Christian 
bookstore. 

Or  order  toll-free 
1-800-451-READ. 
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William  B.  Odea.  bishop 
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Leftovers 
Worth  Sharing 


When  I  complete  a  sermon  or  address  I  always  have  a  sense  of  in¬ 
completeness  because  there  are  always  thoughts,  quotes  and  points 
that  are  cut  or  left  aside.  Some  of  these  I  want  to  share: 


From  Henri  Nouwen,  a  Catholic  priest  and  author: 

“The  true  church  of  the  future  will  be  formed  pri¬ 
marily  in  small  communities  coming  together  to 
hold  each  other  accountable  around  mutual  con¬ 
cerns  and  goals.  They  will  be  persons  with  one 
foot  still  in  the  established  religious  institutions 
and  one  foot  out  in  the  world.” 


From  Jim  Wallis,  editor  “Sojourners  Magazine.”: 

“The  greatest  need  in  our  time  is  not  simply 
kerygma,  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel;  nor  for 
diakonia,  service  on  behalf  of  justice;  nor  charis¬ 
ma,  the  experience  of  the  Spirit’s  gifts;  nor  for 
propheteia,  the  challenging  of  the  King;  The 
greatest  need  of  our  time  is  for  koinonia.  The  call 
simply  to  be  the  church,  to  love  one  another  and 
to  open  our  lives  for  the  sake  of  the  world  —  par¬ 
ticularly  the  poor,  oppressed  and  marginalized.” 


From  Bishop  Leslie  Newbigin,  THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  1984: 
“Modern  culture  is  our  new  mission  field,  and 
our  task  is  how  to  make  our  message  intelligible 
and  challenging  within  that  culture;  also  how  to 
be  a  sign  of  hope  to  it.” 


These  words  struck  true  to  me  and  I  wanted  to  share  them.  I  hope 
you  give  them  some  thought.  * 


Around  the  Conference 


HISTORY  MADE  —  Vidalia  UMC  has  recently  completed  its  finan¬ 
cial  campaign  for  1990,  and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this 
church,  100  percent  of  the  budget  has  been  pledged.  Pictured  is  the 
campaign's  display.  Rev.  Ron  Easterling  is  pastor. 


PRESENTS  REPORT  —  The  Stewardship  Team  of  St.  Mark  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  recently  invited  Rev.  Larry  O'Dell,  Conference  Chair¬ 
person  of  Stewardship,  to  share  his  stewardship  training  experi¬ 
ences.  This  was  an  excellent  way  of  linking  with  persons  and 
resources  in  and  beyond  the  congregation  which  are  involved  with 
these  concerns.  The  evening  also  served  as  a  means  of  promoting 
an  awareness  of  Christian  stewardship  among  members  of  the  local 
church.  Present  were  members  of  the  Administrative  Board,  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries,  and  members  of  the  congregation.  Rev.  Ken  Fisher 
is  pastor. 


UMM  FELLOWSHIP  —  The  New  Orleans  District  meeting  of  the  UMM 
was  recently  held  at  Trinity  UMC.  This  was  the  first  such  meeting  held 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  The  meeting  opened  with  dinner  served  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall.  Following  the  Invocation,  Boy  Scouts  of  Troop 
#35  presented  the  American  Flag  and  led  in  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance. 
After  dinner,  guest  speakers  were  John  Loggins,  John  Davis,  and  Con¬ 
ference  UMM  President  Boyd  Baun  of  Baton  Rouge.  An  organ  concert 
was  played  by  Robert  and  Tommy  Zanca. 


January  25-26 

Convocation  of  Boards 


-  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Con¬ 
vocation  of  Boards  for  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  is  scheduled  for 
Thursday  and  Friday,  January  25- 
26,  with  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  meeting  on  Friday  after¬ 
noon,  January  26  at  3  p.m.  All 
meetings  will  be  held  in  the  facili¬ 
ties  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Clergy  and 
laity  alike  will  gather  from  all  parts 
of  the  state  to  participate  in  the 
work  of  the  various  boards,  agen¬ 
cies,  commissions  and  committees 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

During  these  days  of  meetings,  all 
boards  will  be  considering  programs 
and  activities  relative  to  their  par¬ 
ticular  interests  and  responsibil¬ 
ities.  Such  concerns  as  evangelism, 
church  extension  and  revitalization, 
world  peace,  needs  and  concerns  of  the 
ethnic  minority  local  church,  higher 
education  and  campus  ministries, 
the  financial  status  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  its  plans  for  1990,  and 
other  programs  of  interest  to  clergy 
and  laity  that  will  affect  the  future 
of  Louisiana  Methodism,  will  be 
discussed. 


A  special  feature  of  the  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  Boards  this  year  will  take 
place  at  the  dinner  hour  scheduled 
for  Thursday  evening  at  7  p.m.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time,  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden  will  share  with  those  in  atten¬ 
dance  at  the  dinner  the  new  proposed 
Conference  Initiative  called  Vision 
2000:  A  Renewed  Covenant  for  a 
New  Century. 

The  purpose  of  the  new  Initiative 
is  to  select  a  corporate  vision  for  the 
future  of  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ism.  The  process  calls  for  prayer 
and  Bible  study,  daily  gathering  and 
discussion,  and  finally  for  a  deci¬ 
sion  on  visions  and  goals. 

Following  the  introduction  of  this 
Initiative  on  Thursday  night,  the 
Boards  and  Agencies  will  be  asked 
to  spend  at  least  one  hour  of  their 
meeting  time  at  the  Convocation  to 
discuss  this  Initiative  and  dialogue 
on  ministry/mission  goals  for  the 
future.  This  will  be  a  time  for  those 
present  at  the  Convocation  to 
dream  dreams  and  to  consider  new 
thoughts  and  new  ways  of  being  in 
ministry. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  under  the  direction  of  its 


Ethnic  Program  for  Youth  and 
Young  Adults  Begins  in  June 


The  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
is  sponsoring  another  Ethnic  Youth 
and  Young  Adult  Internship  Pro¬ 
gram  in  Washington,  D.C.  sched¬ 
uled  for  June  1 1  through  August  3, 

1990. 

This  program  brings  together  to 
the  nation’s  capital,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ethnic  youth  and  young 
adults,  preferably  college  students, 
for  summer  internship.  Participants 
work  in  U.S.  congressional  offices/ 
committees  and  other  governmen¬ 
tal  agencies,  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  and  other  non¬ 
governmental  social  action  organi¬ 
zations  in  Washington,  D.C. 

These  participants  make  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  return  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  local  churches  and  annual 
conferences  to  become  leaders  and 
enablers  in  strengthening  the  out¬ 
reach  ministry  of  ethnic  local 

In  Memoriam 

Retired  minister  Halleys  Comet  Howell  died  January  4,  1990.  Rev. 
Howell  was  79  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Jesse  Howell. 

Workshop  Slated  for  Educators, 
Musicians,  and  Lay  Leaders 


churches,  especially  in  their  Chris¬ 
tian  witness  on  social,  economic 
and  public  policy  issues. 

Included  within  scholarships,  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  will  provide  round-trip  trans¬ 
portation  expenses  and  housing,  in 
addition  to  $960  each  for  living  ex¬ 
penses  for  the  eight  week  summer 
period.  The  participant,  however, 
will  be  required  to  provide  his/her 
own  health  insurance  and  all  other 
expenses  over  and  above  the  $960 
stipend. 

The  deadline  for  submitting  ap¬ 
plications  is  February  28,  1990.  For 
further  information  regarding  the 
program  contact  Rev.  Roger  D. 
Lathan,  Director  of  Special  Minis¬ 
tries,  Louisiana  Conference,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802,(504)  346-1646. 


A  workshop  for  ministers,  Chris¬ 
tian  educators,  musicians,  and  lay 
worship  leaders  is  scheduled  for 
February  10,  1990  at  Trinity  UMC 
in  Ruston  and  also  on  February  17, 
1990  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  from  8:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

Leading  the  workshops  will  be  a 
specially  trained  staff  of  ministers, 
Christian  educators  and  musicians. 
The  training  will  be  conducted 
through  a  satellite  video-confer¬ 
ence  and  an  on-site  staff.  Printed 
resource  materials  will  also  be  used. 
Participants  are  asked  to  bring  their 
Book  of  Services  and  a  copy  of  the 


new  hymnal. 

A  registration  fee  of  $10  includes 
a  meal  and  all  printed  materials. 
Deadline  for  registration  is  Febru¬ 
ary  5,  1990.  Those  who  do  not  regis¬ 
ter  in  advance  cannot  be  guaranteed 
a  meal  or  materials. 

It  is  advised  that  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  send  a  full  team 
(minister,  educator,  and  musician) 
to  gain  the  full  benefit  from  the 
workshop. 

For  further  information  contact 
in  Ruston,  McCoy  Ransom  (318) 
255-4967,  and  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Franklin  Poole  (504)  383-4777. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 

|  (name) - - ,  Minister  | 

|  (name) - -  Christian  Educator  I 

I  (name) . - - - ,  Musician  I 

I  (church  name  &  address) _ ; _  I 

We  will  attend  the  workshop  in  _  Ruston; _ Baton  Rouge 

Make  checks  payable  to:  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  ; 
Mail  checks  and  registration  forms  to:  Hymnal  Workshop 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
Conference  Council  on 
Ministries 

527  North  Boulevard 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802  | 

j  These  workshops  are  being  jointly  sponsored  by  Louisiana  Annual  I 
|  Conference,  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  and  United  Methodist  I 
I  Publishing  House. 

I - 1 


to  Meet  in  Baton  Rouge 


chairperson,  Dr.  Charles  Simmons, 
will  meet  on  Friday  afternoon  at  3 
p.m.  which  will  bring  to  a  close  the 
activities  of  the  1990  Convocation. 

The  various  boards,  commis¬ 
sions,  and  committees  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  will  begin  their  meetings  at 
9  a.m.  on  Friday,  January  26.  (The 
exact  time  for  boards  to  begin  may 
vary  and  notices  will  come  from 
their  respective  chairpersons  if  the 
starting  time  is  other  than  9  a.m.)  . 


All  members  of  Conference 
hoards  committees,  agencies,  and 
commissions  are  urged  to  attend,  as 
well  as  all  persons  interested  in 
knowing  more  about  the  commit¬ 
tees  and  activities  of  Louisiana 
Methodism.  This  event  is  always  a 
highlight  in  the  life  of  a  Conference, 
as  laity  and  clergy  together  have  an 
opportunity  to  make  plans  and 
preparations  for  the  work  of  the 
church  in  the  days  ahead. 


CONVOCATION  OF  BOARDS  AGENDA 

JANUARY  25-26,  1990 

Thursday,  January  25 

10:00  a.m. 

Ordained  Ministry 

First  Church 

Parlor 

12:00  noon 

Lunch  for  Chairs  of  Boards 

Headquarters 

and  Agencies 

Building 

12:00  noon 

Fish  Committee 

LSU 

2:00  p.m. 

Annual  Conference 

Headquarters 

Worship  Committee 

Building 

3:00 

CrossLines  Ministry 

Room  1 1 5 

4:00 

Church  Extension  &  Revitalization  Lyle  Hall 

5:00 

Disaster  Preparedness  &  Relief 

Room  1 17 

7:00 

Convocation  Dinner 

Gym 

Friday,  January  26 

7:00  a.m. 

Conference  Board  of  Trustees 

Embassy  Suites 

7:30 

Conference  Board  of  Laity 

Shoney’s  Restaurant, 
3151  College  Drive 

9:00 

Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 

Room  1 1 3 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

First  Church 

Parlor 

Board  of  Discipleship 

Lyle  HaU 

Church  &  Society 

Room  107 

Global  Ministries 

Craft  Room 

Health  &  Welfare 

Wesley  Room 

Board  of  Pensions 

Room  1 1 2 

Board  of  Higher  Education 

Room  114 

CSRW 

Room  1 1 8 

Equitable  Salaries 

Room  105 

Archives  &  History 

Room  108 

Religion  &  Race 

Room  106 

9:00  p.m. 

Christian  Unity  & 

Interreligious  Concerns 

Room  1 1 7 

10:00  p.m. 

C.F.A. 

Headquarters 

Building 

10:00 

Special  Ministries 

Room  116 

12:00  noon 

UMW  Administration 

Committee 

Room  1 1 5 

12:00  noon 

Episcopal  Committee 

Headquarters 

Building 

3:00  p.m. 

Council  on  Ministries 

Craft  Room 

Corporate  Restructure  Announced 
for  MacDonnell  UM  Children  Services 


G.  J.  “Jerry”  Bridges;  MSSW, 
ACSW,  BCSW,  President  of  Mac- 
Donell  United  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Services,  Inc.  in  Houma, 
recently  announced  the  seventy- 
year-old  child  care  agency’s  corpo¬ 
rate  restructure. 

“The  board  felt  it  necessary  to  re¬ 
structure  the  agency  to  make  us 
more  understandable  to  the  corpo¬ 
rate  society  in  which  we  live,” 
Bridges  stated.  “Even  though  the 
agency  is  still  dependent  on  the  re¬ 
imbursement  of  services  from  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  we  are  taking 
steps  towards  cultivating  corporate 
contributions  to  broaden  our  donor 
base.  As  always,  we  are  deeply  ap¬ 
preciative  for  donations  received 
from  individuals  and  churches 
throughout  the  state  and  else¬ 
where.” 

Newly  named  vice  presidents  of 
MacDonnell  are:  Carole  Glorioso, 


RN  —  Medical  Services;  Michael 
Guidroz,  MSW,  BCSW  —  Social 
Services;  Paige  Homrighausen  — 
Resource  Development;  Jayne 
Sommer,  BS,  MA  —  Program  Ser¬ 
vices;  and  Dianne  Williams,  BA  — 
Administrative  Affairs. 

Named  to  supervisory  positions 
are:  Richard  Larkin  —  Mainte¬ 
nance  Supervisor;  Marion  Joseph. 
AS  —  Food  Service  Supervisor, 
Shirly  Percy  —  Hooper  Unit  Super¬ 
visor,  Susie  Percy  —  Laskey  Unit 
Supervisor,  and  Mary  Perrodin  — 
Keener  Unit  Supervisor. 

The  officers  of  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  are:  Mrs.  Janelle  McCam- 
mon  of  Lafayette  —  Chairman  of 
the  Board,  Dr.  William  Wilder  of 
Houma  —  Vice  Chairman,  Mrs. 
Chris  Hall  of  Baton  Rouge  —  Sec¬ 
retary,  and  Rev.  Vernon  Fairley  of 
Franklin  —  Treasurer. 


i—Persons  -  Churches  -  Events— i 


Charles  Kuralt,  host  of  CBS’ 
“Sunday  Morning"  recently  spoke 
at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport 
to  launch  the  Alumni  Division  of 
the  College's  multi-million  dollar 
Fulfill  the  Vision  Campaign.  Mr. 
Kuralt,  whose  visit  to  the  school 
was  sponsored  by  KSLA  Channel 
12,  received  an  honorary  Doctor  of 
Laws  degree  from  Centenary’s  Pres¬ 
ident  Donald  A.  Webb  and  Dean 
Dorothy  B.  Gwin.  A  reception  was 
held  for  Mr.  Kuralt  following  the 
Convocation. 

•  •  * 

Children  of  the  United  Methodist 
Home  were  the  special  guests  at  the 
Sixth  Annual  Live  Nativity  Pro¬ 
gram  hosted  by  Pendleton  Memori¬ 
al  Methodist  Hospital  in  New 


Orleans.  The  program  took  place  on 
the  hospital  grounds.  The  commu¬ 
nity  Christmas  program  featured  a 
live  re-enactment  of  the  Nativity 
scene  with  Mary,  Joseph,  the 
Christmas  Angel,  shepherds  and 
Three  Wise  Men.  The  costumed 
characters  appeared  in  a  replica  of 
the  manger  setting,  complete  with 
live  animals.  The  program  included 
the  narration  of  Christ’s  birth,  as 
well  as  Christmas  music  and  carols 
provided  by  a  variety  of  area  choirs, 
including  the  Methodist  Hospital 
Child  CareCenter,  Cornerstone 
UMC  and  Munholland  UMC’s 
Chancel  Choir.  Rev.  Tim  Lawson  is 
pastor  of  Cornerstone  and  Rev. 
Robert  L.  Potter  is  pastor  of  Mun¬ 
holland. 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial: 


Letters  to  the  Editor : 


Can  you  understand  me?  You  f  USS  tOO  much  about  Magi 

There  are  ample  grounds  for  de-  minister  asked. 


bating  the  value  and  appropriate¬ 
ness  of  a  special  “children’s  ser¬ 
mon"  during  the  worship  service. 
Both  the  advocates  and  critics  of 
the  “children’s  sermon”  are  legion. 

At  the  very  least,  however,  this 
practice  offers  a  valuable  device  for 
measuring  our  effectiveness  in  com¬ 
municating  Christian  truth. 

That  point  was  illustrated  force¬ 
fully  during  a  recent  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  service  at  a  large  urban  church. 

The  young  minister  of  education, 
sitting  on  the  altar  steps  and  sur¬ 
rounded  by  children,  displayed  a 
small  bottle. 

After  having  the  children  exam¬ 
ine  and  identify  the  empty  bottle, 
he  placed  the  mouth  of  the  bottle 
against  his  lips  and  blew  across  the 
opening.  The  entire  congregation 
could  hear  the  breathy,  musical 
sound  produced  thereby. 

Then  he  took  yet  another  ves¬ 
sel — a  small  pitcher — and  from  it 
poured  a  small  amount  of  water 
into  the  bottle. 

Again  he  placed  the  mouth  of  the 
bottle  against  his  lips  and  blew 
across  the  opening.  This  time  the 
sound  had  a  noticeably  higher  pitch. 

“What  made  the  difference?”  the 


“The  water,”  the  children  an¬ 
swered  almost  in  chorus. 

“Correct,”  said  the  minister. 

Then,  laying  aside  the  instru¬ 
ments  of  the  demonstration,  he 
skillfully  linked  th»  use  of  water  in 
the  physics  lesson  to  the  use  of  wa¬ 
ter  in  Christian  baptism,  the  topic 
of  the  sermon  to  be  delivered  later 
in  the  service  by  the  senior 
minister. 

What  made  this  lesson  so  effec¬ 
tive?  Simplicity — the  use  of  every¬ 
day  objects  and  terms  that  the  chil¬ 
dren  could  not  only  identify  but 
might  continue  to  reflect  on  and 
identify  with  for  days  or  years  to 
come. 

Any  Christian  preparing  a  Sunday 
school  lesson,  and  any  preacher  pre¬ 
paring  a  sermon,  might  well  ask: 
Can  it  be  understood  by  a  reasonably 
bright  fourth  grader?  Will  this  mes¬ 
sage  make  any  sense  to  the  children 
in  our  congregation? 

If  the  answer  is  no,  then  the  les¬ 
son  or  sermon  probably  isn’t  yet 
ready  for  delivery.  A  lesson  or  ser¬ 
mon  that  lacks  the  clarity  and  sim¬ 
plicity  to  communicate  effectively 
with  children  very  likely  will  fail 
also  to  connect  with  adults. 


I  am  writing  about  Cynthia  As- 
tle's  article  relative  to  the  Christ¬ 
mas  message  getting  lost  in  the 
cards  (see  UMR,  Dec.  22). 

I  feel  sorry  for  Ms.  Astle.  She  ap¬ 
parently  has  never  realized  the  true 
joy  of  Christmas.  I  think  it  is  so  sad 
that  she  could  become  angry  over 
such  an  insignificant  matter  as  the 
Wise  Men  being  depicted  as  white. 

1  feel  that  we  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  are  and  should 
be  leaders  in  better  race  relations.  1 
think  it’s  sad  state  of  affairs  when 
an  associate  editor  of  an  allegedly 
Christian  paper  would  write  such  a 
racist  article. 

I  know  the  real  meaning  of 
Christmas.  It  certainly  doesn’t 
bother  me  whether  the  Wise  Men 
are  depicted  as  white  men  or  black 
men.  It  is  my  opinion  that  one  great 
obstacle  in  good  race  relations  is 
that  newspapers  seem  to  take  great 
satisfaction  in  making  mountains 
out  of  molehills,  such  as  Ms.  Astle 
did  in  her  statements  concerning 
the  Wise  Men. 

In  expressing  my  opinion  above,  1 
want  you  to  know  that  I  still  feel 
that  Ms.  Astle  has  the  right  to  her 
opinion;  but  at  the  same  time,  I  feel 


sorry  for  her  that  she  has  not 
learned  the  true  spirit  of  Christmas. 

Bernie  Mullikin  Jr. 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

I  can't  believe  UM  officials 

I  read  with  disbelief  Dec.  29  Re¬ 
porter’s  article  headlined,  “UM  of¬ 
ficials  criticize  Panama  invasion.” 
Top-ranking  United  Methodist  offi¬ 
cials  should  be  supporting  President 
Bush’s  quick  and  moral  response  in 
our  global  obligation  to  the  people 
of  Panama. 

It  truly  amazes  me  that  any  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  let  alone  a  handful  of 
top-ranking  officials  could  criticize 
our  government’s  response  to  Ma¬ 
nuel  Noriega.  He  declared  “war"  on 
the  United  States.  In  doing  so  he 
showed  his  true  colors:  an  out-of- 
control  Banana  Republic  dictator. 
The  peace-loving  people  of  Panama 
are  overjoyed  that  we  have  liberat¬ 
ed  them  from  a  ruthless  dictator. 

Why  isn’t  the  United  Methodist 
Church  on  the  bandwagon?  Or  are 
these  handful  of  “top-ranking  offi¬ 
cials”  out  of  touch  with  their  con¬ 
stituency?  .  , 

James  J.  Kirkpatrick 
Lafayette,  Louisiana 


FaithLine= 


Of  course  we  should  speak  out,  but . . . 


Callers  from  across  the  nation  re¬ 
sponded  to  our  Jan.  5  FaithLine 
question:  Do  you  agree  with  Bishop 
Jack  M.  Tuell  that  Christians  have 
both  a  right  and  responsibility  to 
speak  out  on  public  issues? 

Here’s  a  sampling  of  responses: 

R.E.  Ledbetter  Jr„  Austin,  Texas: 

Yes,  I  think  we  as  Christians  have  a 
responsibility  to  speak  out  on  social 
issues.  The  church  is  part  of  the 
community,  and  many  people  are 
guided  by  their  religious  commit¬ 
ment  in  terms  of  public  policy. 

Warren  Firth,  Santee,  Calif.:  The 

phrasing  of  your  question  is  too 
simplistic.  The  answer,  of  course,  is 
obviously  “yes."  But  as  Bishop 
Tuell  stated  in  his  article,  these  is¬ 
sues  should  be  handled  with  great 
care.  That’s  the  question:  How  do 
we  do  that?  (Roman  Catholic)  Bish¬ 
op  (Leo)  Maher  didn't  do  so  with 
Lucy  Killea  in  the  California  state 
senate  election.  Many  times  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  are  also  guilty  of  mak¬ 
ing  pronouncements  that  are 
one-sided  when  the  issue  is  not  that 
simple.  Sometimes  those  statements 
seem  to  be  made  with  a  desire  to 
impose  a  point  of  view  rather  than 
to  educate  people  on  all  aspects  of 
the  issue  involved  so  that  they  can 
reach  what  seems  to  be  for  them  the 
right  answer. 

Virginia  Red,  Lafayette,  La.:  I 

completely  agree  with  Bishop  Tuell. 
I  feel  we  are  losing  our  members, 
and  we  are  losing  our  church  by  not 
speaking  out  on  issues  of  morals 
and  business  ethics.  We  are  losing 
around  1  million  members  every 
decade  because,  as  Bishop  Tuell  has 
said,  we’re  being  fed  pabulum  and 
we  are  no  longer  speaking  out  on 
those  things  that  come  from  the 
heart  of  our  churches. 

Cindy  Amtson,  La  Mesa,  Calif.:  I 
agree  that  Christians  have  the  right 


and  responsibility  to  speak  out  on 
public  issues.  However,  I  regret  that 
Bishop  Tuell  used  Bishop  Maher  as 
an  example.  I  feel  his  actions  were 
inappropriate.  Having  a  Christian 
goal  doesn't  justify  using  a  dishon¬ 
est,  discriminatory  and  hurtful  mes¬ 
sage.  Bishop  Maher  wasn’t  really 
speaking  out  against  abortion.  He 
was  misusing  his  authority  to  per¬ 
sonally  and  publicly  harm  a  particu- 
lar  individual  (candidate  Lucy 
Killea)  to  affect  the  outcome  of  an 
election.  As  Christians  we  must  not 
only  proclaim  our  perspective  on 
public  issues,  but  we  must  also  do 
so  in  ways  that  exemplify  the  Chris¬ 
tian  values  that  we  are  proclaiming. 

William  Pickard,  Montgomery, 

Ala.:  I  agree  completely  with  Bishop 
Tuell.  We  must  enter  into  the  arena 
of  life,  and  we  must  make  the  Chris¬ 
tian  ethics  and  principles  known 
and  applicable  to  all  issues. 

Richard  C.  Hyatt,  Grafton,  Mass.: 
Bishop  Tuell,  as  any  bishop,  has  the 
right  to  speak  out  as  an  individ¬ 
ual — but  not  as  a  Methodist  nor  us¬ 
ing  his  title  or  his  position’s  title. 
He  doesn’t  in  the  sense  of  a  repre¬ 
sentative  democracy  represent 
Methodists — only  himself.  The 
church  has  become  more  of  a  politi¬ 
cal  action  committee  than  a  reli¬ 
gious  institution.  The  focus  of  the 
church  must  be  on  the  individuals 
as  the  focus  of  Christ  was.  If  the 
church  wants  to  affect  the  national 
and  world  scene,  it  must  do  so  by 
enhancing  the  morality  and  ethics 
of  the  individual  rather  than  by 
force  of  law  trying  to  do  what  it 
failed  to  do  from  the  pulpit. 

David  Williams,  Tulsa,  Okla.:  I 
agree  wholeheartedly  that  Chris¬ 
tians  should  speak  out  on  issues. 
The  church  shouldn’t,  however, 
tend  to  control  its  members  except 
on  issues  that  are  essential  to  the 
Christian  faith  clearly  addressed  in 


Bishop  Francis  Harris  of  the  Holy  Coptic  Orthodox  Church  lets  his 
sign  comment  on  apartheid  during  a  1984  protest  by  church  groups 
at  the  South  African  consulate  in  New  York.  Demonstrations  are 
one  way  Christians  can  speak  on  public  issues. 


the  Bible.  But  individuals  should 
have  the  right  to  express  their  opin¬ 
ions  freely  without  people  scream¬ 
ing  "separation  of  church  and 
state.”  And  as  I  see  it,  Bishop  Tuell 
in  his  article  is  speaking  as  an  indi¬ 
vidual  and  not  as  an  authority  in 
the  church.  And  he  should  have  the 
right,  as  an  individual,  to  do  that. 

Gregory  Taggert,  College  Station, 
Texas:  I  believe  Christians  have 
both  a  right  and  duty  to  speak  out 
on  public  issues  according  to  the 
dictates  of  conscience  and  the  guid- 


What  others  are  sayings 


“The  central  thing  we  most  often 
neglect  in  local  congregations  is 
spirituality.  And  yet  spirituality  is 
at  the  heart  of  the  church.” 

— The  Rev.  Danny  Morris,  program 
director  of  The  Upper  Room,  Nash¬ 
ville. 

*  *  * 

“The  genius  of  United  Method¬ 


ism  has  long  been  its  compassion 
for  all  people  and  its  passion  for 
serving  and  being  instruments  of 
salvation  to  each  person.” 

—  United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden,  Louisiana  Area 
*  *  * 

"Wellness  is  not  merely  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  disease.  A  person  should  be 


involved  in  his  or  her  own  coordi¬ 
nated  and  positive  approach  to 
health.  The  issue  is  stewardship,  as 
expressed  in  Luke  15:12;  what  are 
you  doing  with  what  you  have?" 

— Dr.  Richard  Moe,  director  of  ex¬ 
ecutive  fitness  and  health  medicine, 
Iowa  Methodist  Medical  Systems, 
Des  Moines 
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(Last  week’s  answer  2  Thessalonians  3:13) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  22 

Monday:  Psalms  27:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  27:7-14 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  9:1-4 
Thursday:  Matthew  4:12-17 
Friday:  Matthew  4: 1 8-23 
Saturday:  I  Corinthians  1:10 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  1:11-17 


They  don't  speak  for  me 

I  read  with  grave  concern  the 
Dec.  29  issue  of  the  comments  of 
the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett 
and  the  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman  in 
their  Dec.  22  letter  to  President 
Bush  concerning  his  ordered  inva¬ 
sion  of  Panama. 

I  am  equally  concerned  that  their 
comments  were  stated  in  such  a 
manner  that  they  may  have  con¬ 
veyed  an  “official  voice”  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Their  comments  don’t  speak  for 
me  or  for  Methodists  in  this  area. 
They  certainly  don’t  speak  for  the 
Panamanian  people. 

Reports  coming  from  Panama 
show  overwhelming  support  and 
gratitude  to  President  Bush  and  the 
American  people  for  the  invasion 
that  ousted  a  criminal  that  the  Pan¬ 
amanian  people  were  powerless  to 
oust,  for  returning  democracy  to 
Panama  and  for  putting  into  power 
those  government  officials  that  the 
Panamanian  people  had  elected. 

Panamanians  also  state  that  what 


losses  they  have  endured  was  but  a 
small  price  to  pay  for  what  was  ac¬ 
complished. 

Weldon  Rives 
Wheeler,  Texas 

Thanks  for  Dec.  22  issue 

Just  a  short  thank  you  for  the 
Dec.  22  issue.  It  was  an  especially 
interesting  and  touching  issue. 
“God  at  30,000  feet — and  at  Lock¬ 
erbie"  brought  tears  to  my  eyes  but 
joy  to  my  heart. 

Please  keep  the  paper  alive  and 
well.  It  is  a  blessing  to  all  of  us. 

Alice  M.  Wood 
Canoga  Park,  California 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Faithfully  yours  ===== 

I  hope  East  Germany  lets 
people  bring  wall  down 


Stephen  Swecker 


ance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  I  object, 
however,  to  high  officials  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  making 
ex-officio  pronouncements,  which 
presume  to  speak  for  the  entire 
membership  of  the  church,  on  so¬ 
cial,  political  and  moral  issues — 
such  as  gun  control,  Panama  and 
abortion — when  these  views  clearly 
represent  only  a  part  of  the  church. 

Margaret  L.  Eddy,  Great  Falls, 
Moot.:  My  husband  and  I  enjoyed 
Bishop  Tuell’s  article  and  intend  to 
share  it  with  two  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  of  Montana  who  have  had 
similar  experiences  to  those  of  Bish¬ 
op  Maher. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“First  of  all,  then,  I  urge  that  sup¬ 
plications,  prayers,  intercessions 
and  thanksgivings  be  made  for  all 
men,  for  kings  and  all  who  are  in 
high  positions,  that  we  may  lead  a 
quiet  and  peaceable  life,  godly  and 
respectful  in  every  way.”  (RSV) 


BERLIN — I  hope  the  East  German 
government  doesn’t  deliver  on  its 
promise  to  tear  down  the  Berlin  Wall. 

Far  more  mean- 
ingful— and  more 
fun — would  be  to  P 
allow  the  wall  to ! 
disappear  as  it  has  • 
for  the  last  two ' 
months,  chip  by \ 
chip  at  the  chisel- 
and-hammer-  VWX / 
filled  hands  of 
ordinary  people. 

So  I  concluded  after  my  two  teen¬ 
age  children  and  I  visited  the  infa¬ 
mous  wall  on  the  first  leg  of  a  recent 
journey  to  Germany. 

Our  primary  purpose  was  to  visit 
United  Methodists  in  both  East  and 
West  Germany.  We  hoped  to  learn 
how  the  “new  situation,”  as  Germans 
on  both  sides  refer  to  the  political 
and  social  changes  occurring  in  the 
East,  was  affecting  our  sisters  and 
brothers  on  either  side  of  the  wall. 

Unforgettable  was  the  sound  that 
we  heard  as  we  approached  the  wall 
from  the  West  Berlin  side  near  the 
Brandenburg  Gate. 

Before  we  could  see  the  12-foot- 
high  concrete  slab  that  has  severed 
East  and  West  Berlin  for  28  years,  our 
ears  were  filled  with  the  chink-thud- 
chink-thud  din  of  countless  chisels 
chipping  into  the  despised  mortar. 

We  couldn’t  help  but  look  at  each 
other  and  smile.  Immediately,  we 
were  filled  with  the  festive,  almost 
light-hearted  spirit  that  prevails  at  the 
wall  since  it  was  opened  by  the  East 
German  government  in  November. 

My  idea  to  oppose  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  plans  to  destroy  the  wall 
came  moments  later, 

Stacy,  my  1 8-year-old  son,  decid¬ 
ed  that  he  was  willing  to  buy  a  large 
chuck  of  the  wall  from  an  enterpris¬ 
ing  German  youth.  The  colorful 
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outer  layer  of  the  wall’s  west  side  is 
nearly  gone.  Pieces  of  it  already  are 
collectors  items. 

As  the  two  entered  into  brisk  bar- 
gaining  for  a  mutually  agreeable 
price,  the  West  German  lad  eventu¬ 
ally  became  exasperated  with 
Stacy’s  persistently  low-ball  offers. 

“Look,”  the  German  youth  final¬ 
ly  said  in  English,  “this  is  our  wall. 
It’s  the  only  wall  we  have!” 

However  one  may  regard  his  mar¬ 
keting  ploy,  the  youth’s  indirect 
message  was  more  than  that  of  a 
budding  entrepreneur.  In  effect,  it 
was  a  plea  to  remember  that  the 
wall’s  meaning,  as  a  symbol  of  mas¬ 
sive  and  sustained  human  oppres¬ 
sion,  shouldn’t  be  debased  by  trying 
to  make  off  with  part  of  it  at  the 
lowest  possible  price. 

No  doubt  it  would  be  more  cost- 
efficient  to  allow  government  bull¬ 
dozers  to  level  the  wall’s  remains, 
all  45  miles  of  them.  But  for  what 
reason?  That  practical  function  as  a 
political  prison  is  forever  destroyed. 
The  border  is  open,  and  freedom  in 
the  East,  if  not  yet  an  accomplished 
reality,  is  only  a  matter  of  time. 

But  like  the  cross  of  Christ,  some 
terrible  symbols  are  worth  retaining 
precisely  because  of  their  connec¬ 
tion  to  humanity’s  capacity  for  evil. 

Their  ultimate  impermanence  is 
a  needed  reminder  that,  out  of  truly 
awful  circumstances,  God  can  sur¬ 
prise  us  with  unanticipated  freedom 
and  unfathomable  joy. 

You  can  still  hear  some  of  that 
joy  in  Berlin.  It  sounds  like  chink- 
thud-chink-thud. 

I  say  let  that  sound  continue  as 
long  as  there  is  a  piece  of  the  wall  to 
whack  at  and  people  who  remember 
its  evil  and  want  to  touch  its  joy. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Mr.  Swecker  is  Faith  Forum  page 
editor  of  the  Reporter. 
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HELP  FOR  HOMELESS:  United 

Methodist  and  other  churches  in  the  Houston 
area  set  a  new  goal  last  week  for  helping  the 
homeless.  Houston-area  churches  raised  about 
$1.6  million  last  year  in  a  two-week  fund-raising 
campaign  coordinated  by  the  United  Way.  This 
year’s  goal  is  $2  million.  The  drive  opened  with  a 
citywide  convocation  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  During  a  full  “night  of  caring,”  200  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  slept  in  38  shelters  for  the  homeless. 

APPEAL  FOR  PANAMA:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  sent 
$10,000  to  the  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  in  Pana¬ 
ma  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
U.S.  invasion  of  that  coun¬ 
try.  Funds  are  to  help  buy 
food  and  medicine  for  refu¬ 
gees  displaced  by  recent 
military  actions.  The  grant 
request  came  from  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Secundino  Mo¬ 
rales  of  Panama  City  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  in  the  U.S.A.  was 
sending  a  pastoral  delegation  of  three  bishops  to 
Panama  Jan.  16-20.  Bishop  J.  Lloyd  Knox  of 
United  Methodism’s  Birmingham  Area  was  in 
the  delegation. 


Bishop ).  Lloyd  Knox 


MORE  RELIEF  EXPECTED:  The 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  es¬ 
tablished  an  Advance  Special  account  to  chan¬ 
nel  designated  contributions  from  United 
Methodists  to  churches  of  El  Salvador  and  Pan¬ 
ama.  An  account  has  also  been  set  up  to  pay  for 
spiritual  and  physical  aid  to  the  people  of  Ro- 
.  mania.  Advance  No.  982450  is  for  the  efforts  in 
El  Salvador  and  Panama.  Advance  No.  368210- 
5  is  for  Romania. 


CORRECTION:  The  second  annual 
worship  service  sponsored  by  the  unofficial 
Task  Force  of  United  Methodists  on  Abortion 
and  Sexuality  is  to  be  Jan.  22,  not  Jan.  21  as  re¬ 
ported  earlier.  Pastors  from  at  least  four  states 
are  expected  at  the  service  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  building  in  Washington. 


'FORUM'  ON  CABLE:  A  Moscow 
conclave  on  the  environment  involving  worldwide 
religious,  scientific  and  political  leaders  is  to  be 
*  seen  on  U.S.  cable  television.  Vision  Interfaith  Sat¬ 
ellite  Network  is  to  carry  proceedings  of  “Global 
Forum”  at  8  p.m.  (EST)  Jan.  19  and  at  4  p.m. 
(EST)  Jan.  20.  United  Methodists  are  being  repre¬ 
sented  at  “Global  Forum”  by  the  Rev.  Glenn  E. 
Olds  Jr.,  president  emeritus  of  UM-related  Alaska 
Pacific  University.  Dr.  Olds  now  heads  the  Better 
World  Society,  based  in  Washington. 

CONTRAS  ACCUSED:  American  re¬ 
ligious  workers  living  in  Nicaragua  say  U.S.- 
backed  rebels  are  responsible  for  the  slaying  of 
two  nuns,  including  an  American,  and  the 
wounding  of  an  American  bishop  and  another 
nun.  Speaking  for  an  ecumenical  group  of  U.S. 
church  workers  in  Nicaragua,  the  Rev.  Ken 
Mahler  said  the  group  believes  contra  rebels 
staged  the  attack  to  create  renewed  chaos  and 
instability  in  the  country. 

USE  OF  CHURCH  PROPERTY: 

Americans  United  for  Separation  of  Church 
and  State  says  a  proposal  that  would  require 
churches  in  Colorado  to  report  in  detail  all  uses 
of  their  property  would  violate  the  First 
Amendment.  The  regulations  proposed  by  state 
tax  officials  would  reduce  the  tax  exemption  of 
each  church  by  a  percentage  equal  to  that  of  the 
non-religious  use  of  the  property. 

Compiled  from  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 


Social  justice  or  settlement  hindrance? 

Questions  remain  about  how  religious  leaders  came  to  support  miners'  strike 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

Has  the  support  for  striking  Ap¬ 
palachian  coal-miners  by  a  variety 
of  religious  leaders  and  groups 
during  the  past  year  been  a  coura¬ 
geous  blow  for  social  justice? 

Or  has  that  support  hindered 
as  much  as  it  has  helped  efforts 
to  produce  a  just  settlement  of 
the  bitter  nine-month  strike? 

How  and  why  did  large  num¬ 
bers  of  religious  leaders  choose  to 
get  involved  in  the  conflict? 

The  Reporter  began  to  raise 
such  questions  as  a  succession  of 
church  agencies  passed  resolu¬ 
tions  supporting  the  United 
Mine  Workers  in  their  dispute 
with  the  Pittston  Coal  Company. 

A  month-long  investigation  by 
the  Reporter  of  the  church’s  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  dispute  has 
yielded  mixed  responses  and 
raised  more  questions. 

Among  other  things,  our  inves¬ 
tigation  showed  that: 

•/  Some  church  leaders  are 
uncertain  about  how  their  names 
became  attached  to  a  widely-cir¬ 
culated  newspaper  advertisement 
calling  for  support  of  the  miners. 

f  Of  the  religious  leaders  who 
were  asked  about  their  support 
for  the  miners,  none  indicated 
that  they  personally  had  weighed 
input  from  both  sides  in  the  la¬ 
bor-management  conflict. 

/  An  on-the-scene  United 
Methodist  pastor  claims  that 
church  leaders  err  when  they  call 
the  strike  a  “justice  issue.” 

■f  Much  of  the  apparent  con¬ 
sensus  among  religious  leaders 
about  the  strike  can  be  traced  to 
their  trust  in  a  single  source,  the 
Rev.  James  Sessions,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  Knoxville-based 
Commission  on  Religion  in  Ap¬ 
palachia. 

Strike  is  small  potatoes 

As  labor  conflicts  go,  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Mine  Workers’  strike  of  the 
Pittston  Coal  Company  would 
appear  to  be  relatively  small  po¬ 
tatoes. 

■  The  strike,  which  started 
April  5  following  14  months  of 
unsuccessful  negotiations  be¬ 
tween  Pittston  and  the  union  to 
sign  a  new  contract,  is  centered 
in  a  remote  two-county  region  of 


Pastor  urges 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  United  Methodist  pastor  in 
Boston  has  called  for  “a  new 
mood  of  healing  and  forgiveness” 
following  a  murder  investigation 
that  racially  polarized  the  city. 

The  Rev.  Charles  R.  Stith,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Union  United  Methodist 
Church,  made  the  appeal  Jan.  1 1 
at  a  noonday  candlelight  vigil  at 
Boston’s  City  Hall. 


The  Church 
and  the 
Coal  Strike 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  is  the 
first  in  a  series  of  special 
reports  about  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  religious  leaders 
and  religious  agencies  in 
the  United  Mine  Workers' 
strike  against  Pittston  Coal. 

hilly  southwestern  Virginia. 

■  It  directly  involves  only 
1,700  miners,  a  small  percentage 
of  the  union's  180,000  members. 

■  Unlike  many  previous 
strikes,  no  strike-related  deaths 
have  been  reported. 

■  None  of  the  classic  contro¬ 
versies  of  previous  coal  industry 
labor/management  disputes  were 
at  issue:  wages,  mine  safety,  rights 
to  union  representation,  etc. 

Rather,  the  dispute  has  focused 
publicly  on  Pittston’s  desire  to  re¬ 
duce  retirement  and  medical 
benefits  as  a  way  to  ensure  com¬ 
pany  profitability.  The  union  con¬ 
tends  that  this  amounts  to  a 
rollback  of  hard-won  gains. 

Coal  workers  said  the  strike  was 
prompted  primarily  by  Pittston’s 
move  to  end  its  contributions  to 
the  UMW’s  industry-wide  retire¬ 
ment  fund. 

But  an  additional  contrast  with 
previous  labor  conflicts  has 
helped  keep  the  Pittston  strike  in 
the  public  eye: 

■  Numerous  U.S.  religious 
leaders,  including  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  have  become  publicly 
identified  with  the  conflict  in 
support  of  mine  workers  and  in 
opposition  to  Pittston. 

UM  Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove 
(West  Virginia  Area)  summed  up 
the  rationale  for  church  leaders’  tak¬ 
ing  sides  in  the  conflict: 

“This  is  an  incredibly  clear  in¬ 
stance  of  a  company  that’s  irre¬ 
sponsible,  of  an  outlaw  company 
in  terms  of  labor  relations," 
Bishop  Grove  told  the  Reporter. 

Bishop  Grove  is  one  of  three 
United  Methodist  bishops  whose 
episcopal  areas  contain  regions 
directly  or  indirectly  involved  in 


' new  mood' 

The  murder  case  of  Carol  Stu¬ 
art  prompted  the  service  (see  re¬ 
lated  story). 

Participants  in  the  vigil  includ¬ 
ed  eight  Boston-area  United 
Methodist  ministers;  Massachu¬ 
setts  Gov.  Michael  S.  Dukakis; 
federal,  state  and  local  officials; 
elementary  and  high  school 
choirs;  and  other  civic  and  reli¬ 
gious  leaders. 

— DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


.More  than  300  Religious  leaders  Speak  Out  on  the  f  tMWA  Strike  Against  Pittston  — 

“We  Ask  All  People  of  Goodwill 
to  Stand  in  Solidarity 
with  die  Miners...” 


This  is  the  heading  for  an  advertisement  asking  "solidarity” 
with  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  in  its  strike  against 
Pittston  Coal  Co.  The  ad  drew  signatures  of  more  than  300  re¬ 
ligious  leaders,  among  them  15  United  Methodist  bishops.  The 
statement  ran  as  newspaper  advertisements  throughout  the 
Appalachian  coalfields,  the  state  capitals  of  West  Virginia  and 
Virginia  and  in  Greenwich,  Conn.,  Pittston's  headquarters  city. 


the  strike.  The  others  are  Bishop 
Clay  F.  Lee  (Holston  Area)  and 
Bishop  Thomas  B.  Stockton 
(Richmond  Area). 

A  call  for  'solidarity' 

In  November,  they  and  1 5  oth¬ 
er  members  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  in  addition  to  some  300 
other  U.S.  religious  leaders,  were 
listed  as  publicly  endorsing  a  200- 
word  statement  that  called  “for 
all  people  of  goodwill  to  stand  in 
solidarity  with  the  miners.” 

The  statement  contained  a  pre¬ 
amble  claiming  that  “never  be¬ 
fore  in  a  labor  dispute  has 
corporate  greed  been  more  evi¬ 
dent  .  . .”  It  affirmed  the  union's 
“demonstrated  commitment  to 
nonviolence”  and  asked  people 
of  faith  to  pray  for  a  just  solution 
and  to  “stand  for  justice.” 

The  full  statement,  including 
the  endorsers'  names,  was  run  as 
an  ad  in  newspapers  throughout 
the  Appalachian  coalfields,  in  Vir¬ 
ginia’s  and  West  Virginia’s  state 
capitals,  and  in  Pittston’s  head¬ 
quarters  city,  Greenwich,  Conn. 

The  statement  listed  three  orga¬ 
nizations  as  sponsors:  Justice  for 
Pittston  Miners  (a  Castlewood, 
Va.-based  miners’  union  advocacy 
group).  Interfaith  Action  for  Eco¬ 
nomic  Justice  (a  Washington- 
based  ecumenical  advocacy 
agency),  and  the  Commission  on 
Religion  in  Appalachia. 

Two  of  those  have  direct  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ties  but  no  direct 
accountability  to  the  church. 

The  Interfaith  Action  for  Eco¬ 
nomic  Justice  was  founded  by  re¬ 
ligious  leaders  including  Joyce 
Hamlin  of  the  church’s  Women's 
Division  and  James  Hamilton, 


United  Methodist  layman  and 
National  Council  of  Churches 
general  secretary. 

The  Commission  on  Religion 
in  Appalachia  has  received 
grants  from  the  UMC  mission 
board’s  National  Division  for  the 
commission’s  staff  associate.  The 
grant  in  1988  was  $23,430;  for 
1989  it  was  $25,130. 

Both  Bishops  Lee  and  Stockton 
told  the  Reporter  they  were  in  ba¬ 
sic  agreement  with  the  statement 
but  were  unaware  of  its  origins. 

Bishop  Stockton  said  he 
couldn’t  remember  signing  the 
statement  or  how  it  came  to  his 
attention. 

He  said  “there  are  some  parts 
of  the  statement  that  I  wouldn’t 
endorse  personally”  but  declined 
to  specify  which  parts. 

Bishop  Lee  said  he  doesn’t 


know  how  his  name  got  on  the 
statement  “unless  it  was  some¬ 
thing  that  came  across  my  desk 
that  said  if  you  don’t  object  we’ll 
put  your  name  on  it.” 

The  Rev.  James  Sessions,  to 
whom  all  three  bishops  referred  the 
Reporter  as  being  knowledgable 
about  the  statement,  said  that  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  leaders  in  southwest¬ 
ern  Virginia  were  actively  involved 
in  creating  the  document. 

“I  can’t  explain  how  some  peo¬ 
ple’s  names  got  on  the  statement 
without  their  knowledge,”  Mr. 
Sessions  told  the  Reporter. 

“Every  person  named  on  the 
statement  received  a  letter  asking 
them  for  verification.” 

Next:  Is  the  Pittston  conflict  a  Jus¬ 
tice  issue ?  Have  church  leaders  " lis¬ 
tened  to  both  sides"? 


One  local  congregation  took 
a  different  stance  on  strike 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  Order  of  St.  Andrew  in 
Lebanon,  Va.,  claims  33  mem¬ 
bers — about  300  fewer  than  the 
number  of  names  attached  to  a 
national  church  leaders’  state¬ 
ment  in  support  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers’  strike  against 
the  Pittston  Coal  Company  (see 
related  story  above). 

But  they  also  see  the  dispute 
from  a  lot  closer  vantage  point. 

All  members  of  the  order  be¬ 
long  to  Lebanon  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church.  Last 
summer  they  drafted  their  own 
statement  regarding  the  strike. 

The  purpose  of  the  order  as 
stated  in  its  covenant  is  “to  take 
seriously  the  massive  problems 
of  loneliness”  as  part  of  the 
Christian  mandate. 

The  St.  Andrew  statement, 


the  first  such  document  issued 
by  the  year-and-a-half  old 
group,  notes  the  negative  im¬ 
pact  of  the  strike  on  “the  social 
and  economic  welfare  of  south¬ 
west  Virginians  and  the  world.” 

It  observes  that  the  strike 
“promotes  decreased  produc¬ 
tivity”  and  is  “divisive.” 

And  it  states  concern  about 
the  “spiritual,  physical,  mental 
and  emotional  well-being  of  all 
those  involved”  in  the  strike. 

It  then  calls  upon  the  Pittston 
Coal  Company  and  the  United 
Mine  Workers  to  move  toward 
a  quick  settlement  of  the  strike 
and  asks  citizens  to  support 
“processes  involved  in  bringing 
this  situation  to  resolution.” 

The  Rev.  Richard  A.  Hum¬ 
phrey,  pastor  of  Lebanon  Me¬ 
morial  UMC,  said  that  the 
photocopied  statement  tacked 


to  a  bulletin  board  in  the 
church’s  foyer  had  been  mean¬ 
ingful  to  the  congregation «in  its 
own  way. 

Among  other  things,  he  said, 
it  helped  set  the  tone  for  a  re¬ 
markable  ministry  of  reconcili¬ 
ation  occurring  within  the 
Lebanon  congregation.  The 
church  contains  representatives 
from  all  sides  in  the  strike,  both 
management  and  labor,  he  said. 

Despite  the  bitterness  of  the 
strike,  people  have  continued  to 
worship  together  and  to  make  it 
known  that  their  Christian  iden¬ 
tity  is  even  more  important  than 
where  they  stand  on  the  strike, 
he  said. 

“Who  knows  what  power  these 
words  have  had?”  he  wondered. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


RATES:  S 1  per  word,  initial  or  grout)  of  figures 
per  insertion.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  8  words 
to  your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must 
accompany  order  except  on  contract  advertising 
or  when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

TWO  RCA  TK76  TELEVISION  CAMERAS,  each 
with  Fujinon-TV  Z  1:1.7/95-133  lens  with  cables 
and  grips,  4”  viewfinder,  CCU,  IFU,  and  1 50’  ca¬ 
ble.  Used  weekly  in  live  broadcast  of  services  until 
replaced.  Priced  reasonably.  Contact:  Harold  Reyn¬ 
olds,  The  Boston  Avenue  Church,  1301  South  Bos- 
ton.  Tulsa,  OK  741 19,  (918)  583-5181. 

VACANCY  FOR  MINISTER  OF  Christian  Edu- 
cation  (ordained  or  diaconal)  for  1600-member 
university  church.  Total  package  $25,000  in¬ 
cludes  housing.  Send  resume  to:  Rev,  Karen  Van- 
noy.  2409  Guadalupe.  Austin,  TX  78705.  Inter¬ 
views  will  begin  in  February. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries.  2200-member  church.  Responsible  for  total 
program  development  and  implementation. 
Building  plans  for  new  Activity  Center  will  pro¬ 
vide  facilities  for  an  expanding  youth  program. 
Lay  or  ordained  person  acceptable.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  Benefits  available. 
Resume:  Dr.  Richard  Yost,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  1 10  E.  New  Haven  Ave.,  Melbourne, 
FL  32901. 

DIRECTOR  OF  STEWARDSHIP  Development. 
Nebraska  Conference.  Full-time.  Deadline.  Feb¬ 
ruary  1.  1990.  Applicants  must  include  career  ob¬ 
jectives.  experience,  education  and  three  refer¬ 
ences  with  address  and  phone  numbers.  Send 
resume  to:  Robert  Folkers,  P.O.  Box  4553.  Lin¬ 
coln.  NE  68504.  (402)  464-5994. 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  and  salary  requirements  to: 
Rev.  Stephen  Ramsdell,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  203  N.  Canton,  Mexia,  TX  76667.  Call: 
(817)  562-5567. 

YOUTH/CHILDREN/PROGRAM  Ministries 
Director,  550-member  church.  Salary  $16K-18K. 
Applications  needed  by  February  15.  Send  re- 
sume:  Rev.  Richard  Hume,  P.O.  Box  7156,  Long¬ 
view,  TX  75607,  or  telephone  (214)  758-8091. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/SINGLES  Ministries. 
Church  with  membership  of  1 100  desires  person 
to  direct  youth  and  singles  program  of  a  growing 
active  congregation.  Bachelor's  degree  and  appro¬ 
priate  experience  required.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Garry  Speicn,  Hermitage 
United  Methodist  Church,  205  Belinda  Drive, 
Hermitage,  TN  37076. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR/ORGANIST.  1200-mcm- 
ber  UMC  congregation  in  St.  Louis  suburb  ac¬ 
cepting  applications  for  Choir  Director/Organ¬ 
ist  with  responsibility  for  multiple  choir/ 
handbell  program.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Mrs.  John  Sant’Ambrogio,  Salem-In- 
Ladue  UMC,  1200  S.  Lindbergh  Blvd..  St. 
Louis,  MO  63131. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  YOUTH  AND  Associ¬ 
ated  Ministries  Director.  Salary  dependent  on  ex- 
perience  and  skills.  Minimum  requirements: 
Bachelors  degree  with  emphasis  and/or  experi¬ 
ence  in  Christian  work.  Send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences  to:  Search  Committee,  Red  Bank  United 
Methodist  Church,  3800  Dayton  Boulevard, 
Chattanooga,  TN  37415. 

PASSION  PLAY.  GERMANY.  AUSTRIA.  Rus¬ 
sia.  Departing  July  18.  Escorted  by:  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Ed  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX 
75214.  Phone:  (214)  368-7026.  Brochure. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY,  Eu¬ 
ropean  tours:  July  16-29;  August  14-25.  Con- 
firmed  tickets.  Host  experienced  12  years.  Write: 
Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence,  4192  Tattenham,  Boise. 
ID  83704. 

UNASHAMED  BIBLE-BELIEVING  Christian 
(Romans  1:16)  available  to  speak.  John  Lofton, 
who  believes  God  calls  no  one  to  be  cither  a 
doormat  or  a  eunuch  in  the  palace  of  the  King 
of  Babylon,  has  defended  the  faith  on  national 
TV  shows,  including  "Donahue"  and  the 
“Oprah  Winfrey"  program.  Write  him  at:  313 
Montgomery  St.,  Laurel,  MD  20707.  Phone: 
(301)  490-0104.  Fax:  1-301-953-3423.  God 
bless  you. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  do  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park.  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week. 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  "Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067,627-9507. 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  SECRETARY.  Respon¬ 
sible  for  relating  services  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  to  the  Annual  Conferences,  ministerial 
and  lay  participants,  and  surviving  beneficiaries 
in  pension  and  benefit  plans.  Must  be  degreed 
and  retain  membership  in  UMC.  Business  ad- 
ministration  experience  or  background  and/or 
knowledge  of  pension  and  benefit  programs  re¬ 
quired.  Send  resume  to:  Michael  Biladeau,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Pensions,  1200  Davis  Street,  Evans¬ 
ton,  IL  60201 .  Apply  by  February  9th.  i 

MINISTER  OF  VISITATION  OR  ASSOCIATE 
needed.  Experienced  soul  winner.  Full  or  part- 
time  for  united,  loving  rapidly  growing  evangeli¬ 
cal  Florida  church.  Possible  housing.  Telephone 
(904)  583-3358. 

UM  leaders  work  to  rid  Boston  of  racial  strife 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Two  United  Methodist  leaders  in 
Boston  were  playing  behind-the- 
scenes  roles  in  breaking  down  racial 
barriers  there  even  before  a  murder 
investigation  took  a  bizarre  turn 
this  month. 

Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Boston 
Area)  and  Joseph  E.  Washington,  lay 
pastor  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church,  were  helping  defuse  tension 
between  black  residents  of  the  city’s 
Mission  Hill  and  Greater  Roxbury 
communities  and  other  racial  groups. 

Mr.  Washington  divides  his  time 
between  the  65-member  congrega¬ 
tion  and  serving  as  Mayor  Ray¬ 
mond  L.  Flynn’s  senior  adviser  on 
equal  rights.  He  is  the  liaison  be¬ 
tween  the  city  and  the  minority 
community. 

“I  feel  that  being  an  adviser  to 
the  mayor  is  part  of  my  ministry  as 
a  United  Methodist  minister,”  he 
said.  “We  have  to  be  a  voice  in  the 
community.” 

Case  sparked  racial  tension 

Since  the  shooting  of  Carol  Stuart 
in  October,  Mr.  Washington  had  been 
meeting  frequently  with  various 
groups  in  Boston  in  an  effort  to  solve 
the  claimed  homicide. 

The  Stuart  case  has  made  nation¬ 
al  news  for  months. 

Mrs.  Stuart’s  husband,  Charles, 


Joseph  E.  Washington 

. . .  minority  liaison 


reported  Oct.  23  that  he  and  his 
wife  were  robbed  and  shot  by  a 
young  black  man  near  a  Boston  in¬ 
ner-city  housing  project. 

Mrs.  Stuart,  who  was  seven 
months  pregnant,  died  a  few  hours 
later.  Her  son  died  days  later  after 
being  delivered  prematurely. 

Police  searched  for  suspects  in 
Boston’s  Mission  Hill  housing  proj¬ 
ect.  Mr.  Stuart  later  picked  a  black 


named  William  Bennett  as  the  al¬ 
leged  attacker. 

After  learning  that  police  suspect¬ 
ed  him  of  killing  his  wife,  Mr.  Stu¬ 
art  jumped  Jan.  4  from  a  bridge  to 
his  death. 

Black  leaders  and  criminologists 
said  Mr.  Stuart  exploited  the  city’s 
poor  race  relations  by  creating  a 
black-on-white  crime. 

There  were  indications  that  he 
hoped  to  collect  on  insurance  poli¬ 
cies  covering  his  wife,  and  that 
some  of  his  brothers  and  sisters 
knew  of  his  murder  scheme. 

To  help  bind  Boston’s  wounds 
following  the  unmasking  of  Mr.  Stu¬ 
art’s  scheme,  Mr.  Washington  sug¬ 
gested  a  service  of  healing  at 
Mission  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
That  church  had  been  the  site  of  the 
memorial  service  for  Mrs.  Stuart 
Oct.  25. 

During  the  Jan.  9  service  of  heal¬ 
ing,  Mr.  Washington  told  the  crowd 
estimated  at  1,500,  “We  should  not 
be  judgmental.  Stereotypes  have  a 
way  of  hurting  all  of  us. 

“God  has  stopped  history  and  has 
allowed  us  to  be  his  true  agents.  We 
have  a  chance  to  stop  these  negative 
problems  and  bring  righteousness, 
justice  and  salvation  to  Boston,  on 
earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.” 

While  Mr.  Washington  was  medi¬ 
ating  between  the  city  and  the  black 
community,  Bishop  Skeete  was 
among  advisers  to  Roxbury  leaders 


and  city  investors  discussing  revi¬ 
talizing  minority  neighborhoods. 

Economic  summit  called 

The  outcome  of  the  economic 
summit  was  four  requests.  Those 
included  a  $400  million  reinvest¬ 
ment  plan  sponsored  by  the  city’s 
banks.  It  is  to  provide  affordable 
mortgages  to  low-  and  moderate-in- 
come  home  buyers. 

The  community  leaders  asked  the 
city  for  improved  emphasis  on 
black  history  in  the  schools,  an  im¬ 
proved  curriculum  and  more  after¬ 
school  activities.  Finally,  the  group 
requested  programs  to  improve  po¬ 
lice  relationships. 

“I  think  things  are  simmering 
down  in  Boston.”  Bishop  Skeete 
said.  “We’ll  soon  be  all  together 
again.” 

Bishop  Skeete  said  one  reason  the 
city  has  so  much  tension  is  “there 
has  been  a  void  in  black  leadership 
in  Boston.” 

He  said  one  of  his  goals  is  to  build 
coalitions,  especially  with  other  reli¬ 
gious  groups.  And  since  Bishop 
Skeete  is  the  only  black  leader  of  a 
major  Protestant  denomination  in 
the  Boston  area,  he  said  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  in  a  bet¬ 
ter  position  to  lead  these  coalition 
groups. 

Ann  G.  Whiting,  editor  of  the  Southern 
New  England  edition  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter,  contributed  to  this  report. 


Faith  at  work 
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ANSWERING  GOD  S  CALL:  The 

first  of  two  convocations  to  help  invited  United 
Methodist  high  school  and  college  youths  con¬ 
sider  careers  in  the  ordained  ministry  is  sched¬ 
uled  Oct.  19-21  in  St.  Louis.  The  1990  National 
Convocation  on  Ordained  Ministry  will  be 
sponsored  by  the  Division  of  Ordained  Minis¬ 
try  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  in  cooperation  with  the  Lilly  En¬ 
dowment  Project.  A  second  convocation  is 
planned  for  1992. 


VISN  WORSHIP  SERIES:  a  series  of 

worship  services  from  St.  Paul  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Lincoln,  Neb., 
is  being  aired  through 
March  30  on  the  Vision  In- 
terfaith  Satellite  Network. 

The  services  are  shown  at  1 
p.m.  Fridays  and  8  a.m. 

Mondays,  Eastern  Time  on 
selected  cable  networks. 

The  Rev.  C.  Rex  Bevins  has 
served  as  senior  minister  of  C.  Rex  Bevins 
St.  Paul  since  1980.  Since  1985,  St.  Paul  has 
broadcast  its  worship  service  three  times  weekly 
on  the  local  cable  network. 


THE  SENATOR'S  WIFE:  Elizabeth 

Wheeler  Colman,  a  member  of  Oconomowoc 
(Wis.)  United  Methodist  Church,  has  written  a 
biography  about  her  mother,  Lulu  White 
Wheeler,  called  “Mrs.  Wheeler  Goes  to  Wash¬ 
ington.”  It  is  described  as  an  account  of  the 
“force  behind  U.S.  Sen.  Burton  Kendall 
Wheeler  (D-Mont.)”  from  1923-1946.  Although 
several  books  and  a  movie  have  been  based  on 
the  senator’s  life,  Mrs.  Colman  said  this  is  the 
first  time  someone  has  told  the  story  of  her 
mother.  Mrs.  Wheeler  was  an  active  member  of 
Grace  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Butte, 
Mont.,  and  joined  Wesley  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  when  the  family  moved  to  Washington. 


TAKES  NEW  POST:  The  communica¬ 
tions  director  for  United  Methodism  in  Indiana 
has  been  named  to  head  the  office  of  communica¬ 
tion  for  United  Methodism  in  Alabama  and  West 
Florida,  effective  Feb.  1.  James  H.  Steele  succeeds 
the  late  Rev.  Paul  Rurak,  who  died  in  July.  In  his 
new  post  Mr.  Steele  is  to  edit  the  “United  Meth¬ 
odist  Christian  Advocate”  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 
Mr.  Steele  has  been  communications  director  and 
editor  of  the  monthly  “Hoosier  United  Method¬ 
ist”  in  Indiana  since  1981  and  is  immediate  past 
national  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Communicators. 

DREW  RECEIVES  MAJOR  GIFT: 

A  $4.5  million  bequest  to  Drew  University 
Theological  School  in  Madison,  N.J.,  is  to  gen¬ 
erate  more  scholarships  at  the  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  seminary.  The  bequest  is  from  the 
late  Helene  Stafford,  widow  of  Geoffrey  W. 
Stafford,  Drew  professor  of  church  history  and 
church  doctrine.  The  Stafford  Scholarship  Fund 
was  established  in  1958.  Drew  officials  say  they 
plan  to  establish  10  full-tuition  scholarships  and 
three  full-tuition  ethnic-minority  scholarships. 


NEW  'LINKS'  FOR  LAITY:  The  lay 

ministry  newsletter  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  has  been  revised.  “Links,”  a  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  board’s  Section  on  the  Ministry  of 
the  Laity,  will  include  content  formerly  found 
in  three  separate  newsletters  for  lay  leaders,  lay 
speakers  and  peace  advocates.  The  change  re¬ 
flects  restructuring  of  the  lay-ministry  section 
approved  last  year  by  Discipleship  board  mem¬ 
bers  anticipating  budget  deficits  during  the 
1989-92  quadrennium. 


PEACE  VIGIL  PLANNED:  United 

Methodist  anti-nuclear  activists  have  scheduled 
a  Lenten  witness  at  the  Nevada  Nuclear  Test 
Site  in  Las  Vegas  for  April  5-9.  Officials  with 
the  church’s  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  say  peace-with-justice  leaders  from  annual 
conferences  in  western  states  will  coordinate  ac¬ 
tivities.  The  Rev.  David  Bachman-Williams 
from  the  Border  Ministries  program  in  the  Desert 
Southwest  Annual  Conference  will  preach  at  the 
worship  service  portion  of  the  Lenten  witness. 

Compiled  from  News  and  Staff  Reports 


Are  life's  stresses  making  you  ill?  Pray! 

Meditative  prayer  helps  heal  body,  mind  and  spirit,  says  Harvard  psychologist 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa — Doc¬ 
tors  say  medical  research  sus¬ 
tains  what  the  Bible  says:  Prayer 
is  as  good  for  your  body  as  it  is 
for  your  soul. 

The  power  of  meditative  prayer 
to  reduce  or  eliminate  tension-re¬ 
lated  diseases  was  documented  last 
week  by  Dr.  Jared  Kass,  a  behav¬ 
ioral  psychologist  and  Harvard 
Medical  School  lecturer. 

Dr.  Kass  was  the  keynote 
speaker  at  the  United  Methodist- 
initiated  “Health,  Wholeness  and 
Spirituality”  conference  Jan.  10- 
12  in  Des  Moines. 

Dr.  Kass  told  the  gathering 
that  his  research  and  that  of  his 


" Prayer  is  the  way  we 
put  ourselves  in 
relationship  with  God, 
and,  when  we  are  in 
that  relationship,  it  is 
good  for  us." 

— Jared  Kass 


associate,  Dr.  Herbert  Benson, 
show  that  repeated  meditative 
prayer  effectively  calms  the 
"hyper-arousal"  state  induced  by 
the  stresses  of  modern  life. 

Dr.  Benson,  a  heart  specialist 
who  has  pioneered  research  into 
the  mind’s  effect  on  the  body, 
calls  this  calming  effect  the  “re¬ 
laxation  response.” 


Dr.  Kass  said,  “The  point  is 
not  to  pray  because  it  is  good  for 
you;  that  gets  the  cart  away  from 
the  horse. 

“Prayer  is  the  way  we  put  our¬ 
selves  in  relationship  with  God, 
and,  when  we  are  in  that  rela¬ 
tionship,  it  is  good  for  us.  It  be¬ 
gins  to  close  the  circle  of 
wholeness.  Our  spirit  informs 
our  psyche,  and  our  psyche  af¬ 
fects  the  body.” 

Dr.  Kass  said  that  the  effects 
of  stress  range  from  heart  disease 
and  high  blood  pressure  to  head¬ 
aches,  asthma  and  a  variety  of  di¬ 
gestive  ills. 

The  psychologist  used  charts  to 
show  how  meditative  or  “center¬ 
ing”  prayer  can  lead  to  dramatic 
lowering  of  blood  pressure,  oxy¬ 


gen  consumption,  carbon-diox¬ 
ide  elimination  and  respiration 
rate.  He  defined  meditative 
prayer  as  a  focus  on  breathing 
while  repeating  a  simple  affirma¬ 
tive  prayer. 

Then  Dr.  Kass  had  conference 
participants  briefly  practice  med- 
itative  prayer.  They  were  in¬ 
structed  to  repeat  silently,  on 
each  exhalation,  such  affirmative 
prayers  as  "Praise  to  God,"  "The 
Lord  is  my  shepherd"  or  “Hal¬ 
lowed  be  Thy  name.” 

After  about  10  minutes,  partic¬ 
ipants  were  asked  to  cease  pray¬ 
ing  and  report  their  reactions. 

Some  reported  feelings  of 
lightness  or  an  awareness  of  their 
breathing  so  intense  that  they  al¬ 
most  felt  short  of  breath.  Many 


said  they  felt  their  hands 
warmed. 

Dr.  Kass  said  that  warmed 
hands  were  caused  by  improved 
blood  circulation  as  a  result  of  re¬ 
laxation. 

The  national  ecumenical 
health  conference  was  co-spon¬ 
sored  by  The  Upper  Room,  a  di¬ 
vision  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship;  the  Iowa  Annual 
Conference;  and  Iowa  Methodist 
Medical  Systems.  It  drew  120 
participants  from  17  states,  in¬ 
cluding  clergy  members,  physi¬ 
cians,  nurses  and  laypeople. 

Additional  coverage  of  the 
"Health,  Wholeness  and  Spiritu¬ 
ality"  conference  is  to  appear  in 
the  next  issue  of  the  Reporter. 


Earthquake  repair  cost  set  at  $1. 


REPORTER 


SAN  FRANCISCO — The  Rev.  Kim  Smith  shows  conference 
treasurer  Raul  Alegria  some  earthquake  damage  at  Bethany 
United  Methodist  Church.  Gifts  to  the  Advance  will  help  pro¬ 
vide  for  repairs  to  Bethany  and  other  California  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  damaged  by  the  Oct.  17  earthquake. 


By  CHARLES  LERRIGO 

An  estimated  $1.7  million  is 
needed  for  the  church  response 
to  the  Oct.  17  earthquake  in 
Northern  California. 

That’s  the  report  this  month 
from  officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  California-Nevada 
Annual  Conference. 

The  need  also  continues  for 
people  and  groups  to  offer  their 
services  as  volunteers. 

As  of  early  January,  $222,447 
had  accumulated  in  the  confer¬ 
ence  disaster  response  account — 
far  short  of  what  is  needed  to 
make  sure  nobody  falls  through 
the  cracks  in  infrastructure  creat¬ 
ed  by  the  quake. 

United  Methodists  can  continue 
to  contribute  through  the  Advance 
for  Christ  and  His  Church.  That’s 
the  denomination’s  program  for 
second-mile,  designated  giving. 

The  Rev.  Craig  S.  Paterson, 
earthquake  response  coordinator 
for  the  California-Nevada,  con¬ 
ference,  reports  that  every  com¬ 
munity  affected  by  the  quake  has 
formed  an  interfaith  coalition  to 
meet  needs.  Most  coalitions  have 
hired  local  or  area  staffers. 

The  combined  estimate  for  aid 
from  all  those  interfaith  groups  is 
$1.2  million  “purely  to  meet  hu¬ 
man  need,"  Mr.  Paterson  said. 

“That  dollar  figure  does  not  in¬ 
clude  the  $500,000  estimate  of 
damage  to  United  Methodist 
property,"  he  added. 

United  Methodists  won’t  be 
paying  the  entire  interfaith  bill. 


7  million 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


fC)WNC£  /Vo  gift  too  small 


Advance  No.  901325-2 
California  Earthquake  Relief 
and  Repair 

he  said,  but  they  do  want  to  be  a 
major  part  of  the  solution. 

Mr.  Paterson  explained  that 
other  denominations,  because 
they  have  different  ways  of  col¬ 
lecting  financial  aid,  tend  to 
surge  ahead  of  United  Methodist 
giving  in  the  beginning.  But  in 
the  long-run,  United  Methodists 
tend  to  give  more. 

In  the  Central  Coast  area 
alone,  near  the  quake’s  epicenter, 
the  newly  formed  Interfaith  Di¬ 
saster  Response  Network, 
chaired  by  San  Jose  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  John  E.  Corson,  has 
presented  a  request  for  $730,000. 
That’s  part  of  the  $  1.2  million  es¬ 
timated  to  meet  human  needs. 

To  date,  the  Federal  Emergen¬ 
cy  Management  Administration 
has  received  40,000  applications 
for  financial  assistance.  That 
agency  is  the  conduit  for  the  ma¬ 
jor  portion  of  federal  aid  to  peo¬ 
ple  in  disaster  cases. 

The  Red  Cross  has  received 
23,000  pleas  for  emergency  help. 
Relief  workers  say  “most”  of 
those  requests  are  going  to  pres¬ 
ent  a  continuing  need. 

Charles  Lerrigo  is  editor  of  the 
California-Nevada  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Review. 


Carillon 
no  hit  with 
neighbors 

Religious  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Three  cou¬ 
ples  who  live  near  Bellshire 
United  Methodist  Church  here 
have  filed  suit  against  the 
church  for  playing  hymns  from 
an  electronic  carillon  three 
times  a  day. 

Vaughan  Pritchett,  a  plain¬ 
tiff,  said  the  church  sound  sys¬ 
tem  frightens  birds  and  dogs 
and  wakes  small  children  from 
their  naps. 

He  said  he  is  unable  to  con¬ 
duct  his  advertising  and  sales 
promotion  business  from  his 
home  while  the  music  is  being 
broadcast  from  four  speakers 
on  the  church  steeple. 

“I  am  a  Christian,  but  it 
doesn’t  really  matter  what  the 
content  is,”  Mr.  Pritchett  told 
the  "Nashville  Tennessean.” 
“It’s  an  intrusive,  high-tech  me¬ 
dium  being  used  at  a  very  high 
decibel  level.” 

The  Rev.  Stephen  Smith,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  3 1 5-member  congrega¬ 
tion,  said  the  church  “could  raise 
the  volume  a  lot  higher,  but 
we’re  respecting  the  neighbors. 
We  did  respect  the  neighbor  who 
goes  to  bed  early,  and  we  quit 
striking  the  hour  at  7  p.m.” 


Chinese  'flocks'  urgently  seek  'shepherds' 


By  MICHAEL  CHUTE 

NANJING,  China— The 
Christian  church  in  China  has 
grown  so  rapidly  over  the  past  1 0 
years  that  leaders  fear  it  might 
collapse  under  its  own  weight. 

They  believe  the  lack  of  trained 
workers  threatens  both  the  sub¬ 
stantial  gains  made  since  China’s 
“Cultural  Revolution”  (1966-76) 
and  prospects  for  growth. 

Stephen  Ting,  who  works  with 
Amity  Foundation,  a  service  or¬ 
ganization  begun  by  Chinese 
Christians  and  other  citizens, 
said,  “We’re  not  used  to  working 
with  so  many  people.  This  isn’t  a 
situation  of  ‘shepherds  seeking 
flocks’  but  rather  ‘flocks  seeking 
shepherds.’  ” 

A  church  opens  in  China  every 


36  hours.  Many  Christians  wor¬ 
ship  in  the  6,000  new  or  re¬ 
opened  church  buildings.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  others  meet  in 
homes,  according  to  the  China 
Christian  Council. 

The  council  reports  5  million 
Chinese  Christians,  but  estimates 
from  other  organizations  place 
the  figure  up  to  50  million.  Yet 
fewer  than  1,000  ordained  minis¬ 
ters  work  in  China.  China’s  pop¬ 
ulation,  exceeding  1  billion,  is 
approximately  one-fourth  of  the 
world  total. 

The  country’s  seminaries  oper¬ 
ate  overtime  to  produce  leaders 
for  a  mushrooming  Christian 
population.  Thirteen  Protestant 
theological  schools  train  800  stu¬ 
dents  throughout  the  country. 

One-third  study  at  Nanjing 


Theological  Seminary,  the  only 
national  school  (the  other  12  are 
regional).  But  church  leaders 
warn  that  this  traditional  ap¬ 
proach  to  theological  education 
moves  too  slowly  to  meet  pasto¬ 
ral  needs  of  the  churches.  The  sit¬ 
uation  has  ‘breed  seminaries  to 
expand  already-bulging  enroll¬ 
ments  and  find  alternative  ways 
to  train  church  leaders. 

Church  workers  are  in  short 
supply  because  of  “the  long  peri¬ 
od  of  ultra-leftism  in  Chinese  po¬ 
litical  life”  that  culminated  in  the 
Cultural  Revolution,  explained 
Bishop  Ding  Guangxun  (K.  H. 
Ting),  president  of  the  China 
Christian  Council. 

“During  that  period,  we 
weren’t  able  to  carry  on  proper 
theological  education,”  said 


Bishop  Ting.  “We  only  had  the 
Nanjing  seminary  in  all  of  China 
and  it  could  not  admit  many  stu¬ 
dents.  Therefore,  most  of  our 
ministers  are  aged  or  becoming 
aged." 

The  Nanjing  seminary  was 
shut  down  during  the  height  of 
the  Cultural  Revolution.  Com¬ 
munist  Red  Guards  turned  the 
seminary  complex  into  a  regional 
headquarters  for  their  radical  or¬ 
ganization.  They  burned  text¬ 
books  and  teaching  materials  on 
the  front  lawn.  The  seminary  li¬ 
brary  lost  more  than  90  percent 
of  its  books. 

Four  years  after  the  Cultural 
Revolution,  Chinese  Christians 
reclaimed  the  seminary  property. 
Classes  didn’t  begin  again  until 
1981. 


The  Nanjing  seminary  is  the 
only  one  that  offers  upper-level 
and  graduate  courses.  In  Janu¬ 
ary,  seven  of  the  seminary’s  most 
promising  graduate  students  will 
go  to  receive  further  theological 
training  in  the  United  States, 
Canada  and  England,  Church  of¬ 
ficials  expect  all  seven  to  return 
to  the  seminary  as  teachers. 

The  other  12  Chinese  seminar¬ 
ies,  which  church  leaders  say  are 
more  like  Bible  schools,  were  es¬ 
tablished  in  provincial  centers  to 
meet  immediate  pastoral  needs 
of  churches  in  those  areas. 

Besides  regular  theology  class¬ 
es,  the  Nanjing  school  offers  cor¬ 
respondence  courses  for  lay 
leaders  throughout  China  and 
short-term  training  for  leaders  in 
outlying  provinces. 


HAVE  YOU  CONSIDERED.... 

The  Real  Cost  Of  Your  Current  Church  Newsletter 


•  Paper,  Supplies 

$ 

•  Labels 

$ 

•  Copy/Printing  Expense 

$ 

•  Postage 

$ 

•  Secretary's  Time 

$$ 

•  Pastor/Associate's  Time 

$$$ 

TOTAL 

$$ 

As  you  are  planning  your  1990  budget,  consider  the  hidden  costs  of  pro¬ 
ducing  your  church  newsletter.  Expenses  are  usually  spread  out  in  differ¬ 
ent  sections  of  your  church  budget  so  you  don’t  actually  see  the  total 
cost.  When  you  add  up  these  real  costs  you  may  discover  that  a  weekly 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  or  biweekly  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Review  can  actually  provide  significant  savings  for 
your  local  church.  Plus,  a  UMR  edition  frees  up  valuable  staff  and  secre¬ 
tarial  time  which  can  be  redirected  to  other  parts  of  your  mission  and 
ministry.  Give  us  a  call  and  let  us  help  you  compare  costs! 

Call  collect  or  write  to: 

Ron  Adams,  Marketing  Executive,  UMR  Special  Editions,  P.O. 

Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 


Pastor  puts  mettle  to  pedal  in  152-mile  ride 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

•  The  next  time  your  congregation 
needs  to  raise  money,  think  bike-a- 
thon. 

That’s  the  advice  from  the  Rev. 
Thomas  E.  Nagle  and  the  congrega¬ 
tion  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Odessa,  Texas. 

St.  Luke’s  two-stage  bike-a-thon, 
involving  17  cyclists  and  one  horse¬ 
back  rider,  raised  $8,000  toward  the 
congregation’s  apportionments. 

On  a  recent  Saturday,  Mr.  Nagle; 
his  10-year-old  son,  Josh;  three 
youths;  and  three  adults  rode  bicy¬ 
cles  northward  from  their  West 
Texas  town.  Equestrienne  Liz 
White  rode  her  horse. 

Meanwhile  nine  children — pre¬ 
school  through  fourth  grade — icde 


for  60  minutes  around  the  church 
parking  lot  under  adult  supervision. 

Mr.  Nagle  was  the  last  cyclist  to 
dismount.  He  stopped  at  dusk  out¬ 
side  Pettit,  Texas,  after  a  152-mile 
ride — "all  on  a  20-year-old  10- 
speed!,”  he  said,  laughing. 

“We  have  3-year-old  twins,  and  I 
still  have  a  baby  seat  on  the  back  of 
my  bike,  so  I  trained  by  putting 
weights  in  the  seat,"  explained  the 
44-year-old  pastor. 

“For  the  race  I  took  the  seat  and 
weights  off.  I’m  not  a  young  buck 
any  more,  but  after  a  while  the  old 
legs  respond." 

The  pastor’s  ride  netted  $5,800 
for  the  congregation’s  apportion¬ 
ments. 

Josh  Nagle’s  ride  was  a  compara¬ 
ble  feat  for  a  1 0-year-old,  added  his 
proud  father.  The  youngster  rode  55 


miles  and  raised  $920. 

Mr.  Nagle  said  he  unabashedly 
used  his  position  as  St.  Luke’s  pas¬ 
tor  to  secure  bike-a-thon  pledges. 

“I  called  people  and  said:  ‘You 
have  a  choice — pledge  or  ride,’  ”  he 
said.  “People  were  more  willing  to 
pledge  to  the  preacher.” 

Mr.  Nagle  said  the  proceeds  were 
all  the  more  remarkable  because  of 
Odessa’s  depressed  local  economy, 
hard  hit  by  downturns  in  the  oil  in¬ 
dustry. 

The  bike-a-thon  proved  to  be  an 
event  for  the  whole  congregation, 
Mr.  Nagle  added. 

Five  trucks  followed  the  cyclists 
as  support  teams.  A  committee 
fixed  lunches  for  the  bikers  to  eat 
on  their  way.  Ten  adults  supervised 
the  children’s  60-minute  ride.  A  lo¬ 
cal  artist  made  warning  signs  for  the 


"I  called  people  and 
said:  "You  have  a 
choice — pledge  or 
ride/" 

— Tom  Nagle 

backs  of  the  support  trucks. 

“I’d  say  that  half  of  our  active 
members  got  involved,”  Mr.  Nagle 
estimated. 

More  than  that,  the  event  offered 
an  opportunity  to  explain  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  the  importance  of  appor¬ 
tionments  in  the  mission  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  he  added. 

Portions  of  this  article  came  from 
the  New  Mexico  conference  edition 
of  the  Reporter. 
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Announcing 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Subscription  Campaign 
February  4, 1990 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  presents  to  its  readers  news  of  programs, 
activities,  and  events  that  take  place  throughout  the  churches,  districts,  and 
Conference.  In  addition,  readers  are  informed  of  religious  news  in  a  national 
and  ecumenical  level.  The  subscription  rate  will  again  be  $10  a  year  which 
brings  the  story  of  Louisiana  Methodism  into  your  home.  Each  pastor  will 
have  subscription  forms  to  be  used  in  the  local  church  for  subscribing  to  the 
paper.  Please  mark  this  important  Sunday  on  your  church  calendar.  If  you  do 
not  subscribe  through  a  local  church,  please  make  your  check  payable  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  mail  to  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802.  Mark  the  check  for  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist. 


383  CHURCHES  PAY  OUT  100%  IN  1989 

A  Report  from  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 


J.  J.  Caraway,  Executive  Director/Treasurer 


Acadiana  District  — 

Abbeville  UMC  Rev.  John  Ed  Dilworth 

Pecan  Island  UMC  Rev.  John  Ed  Dilworth 
Berwick  UMC  Rev.  David  B.  Dietzel 

Briggs  UMC  Rev.  James  F.  Haynes 

Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Major  M.  Goldman 

First  UMC,  Franklin  Rev:  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
McGowan  UMC  Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 

Indian  Bayou  UMC  Rev.  Gary  L.  Van  Horn 
Kaplan  UMC  Rev.  Gary  F.  Van  Horn 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Jeanerette 

Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond  Sr. 
Fitzgerald  UMC  Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond  Sr. 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond  Sr. 
St.  Peter  UMC  Rev.  Herbert  E.  Green  Sr. 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette  Dr.  Stone  W.  Caraway 
Davidson  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Deich 
Lydia  UMC  Rev.  Robert  L'.  Deich 

First  UMC,  Lafayette  Rev.  Ira  M.  Robinson 
St.  Peter  UMC,  Maringouin 

Rev.  Ernest  E.  Scott 
Wiley  UMC  Rev.  Ernest  E.  Scott 

Memorial  UMC,  Matthews 

Rev.  L.  Andy  Foreman 
Bayou  Blue  UMC  Rev.  L.  Andy  Foreman 
Melville  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 

Palmetto  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 

Woodlawn  UMC  Rev.  Albert  Holland 

First  UMC,  New  Iberia  Rev.  Hugh  L.  Baker  Jr. 
New  Roads  UMC  Rev.  Fred  M.  Fraser 

Port  Barre  UMC  Rev.  Fred  M.  Fraser 

St.  Paul  UMC,  New  Roads 

Rev.  Obie  J.  Southall 
Scott  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Obie  J.  Southall 
Louisiana  Mem  UMC  Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr. 
St.  Mark  UMC  Rev.  Carolyn  A.  Stokes 

Patterson  UMC  Rev.  Karen  F.  Davis 

Bayou  Vista  UMC  Rev.  Karen  F.  Davis 

Mallalieu  UMC,  St.  Martinville 

Rev.  Marcell  A.  Johnson 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Marcell  A.  Johnson 
St.  Paul  UMC,  Washington 

Rev.  Leroy  Brumfield 
St.  James  UMC  Rev.  Leroy  Brumfield 

Vacherie  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Lowe  Jr. 
Gibson  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Lowe  Jr. 

Calvary  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Augustine  Jr. 

Magnolia  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Augustine  Jr. 


Alexandria  District  — 

First  UMC,  Alexandria  Dr.  Henry  C.  Blount 
Newman  UMC  Rev.  Isiah  N.  Lee  Jr. 

Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Beeler 

MacArthur  Drive  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Beeler 
St.  Marks  UMC  Rev.  Dan  C.  Simon 

Union  UMC  Rev.  Carl  E.  Johnson 

Pleasant  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 
Springhill  UMC  Dr.  James  B.  Clay  Jr. 

First  UMC,  Boyce  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 

Lahey  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 

Sieper  UMC  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 

David  Haas  Memorial  UMC 

Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd  Jr. 
Evergreen  UMC  Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd  Jr. 
White’s  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Charles  L.  Floyd  Jr. 
Marshall  UMC  Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie  Jr. 

Colfax  UMC  Rev.  Fay  Barr-Hartung 

Fellowship  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Singletary  Sr. 
Melder  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Singletary  Sr. 
Nolley  Mem  UMC,  Jena 

Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll  Sr. 
Belah  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll  Sr. 

Bayou  Chicot  UMC  Rev.  John  E.  Zehr 

Cheneyville  UMC  Rev.  John  E.  Zehr 

Marksville  UMC  Rev.  Steven  J.  Porter 

Oak  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Steven  J.  Porter 

Simmesport  UMC  Rev.  Steven  J.  Porter 

Marthaville  UMC  Rev.  Abe  M.  Conerly 

Beulah  UMC  Rev.  Abe  M.  Conerly 

St.  Maurice  UMC  Rev.  Roland  K.  Friedrich 
Mt.  Zion  UMC  Rev.  Alex  Johnson 

Emmanuel  UMC  Rev.  Alex  Johnson 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Campti  Rev.  Alex  Johnson 
Asbury  UMC,  Natchitoches 

Rev.  James  A.  Graham 
Williams  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  James  A.  Graham 
St.  Marks  UMC  Rev.  James  A.  Graham 

Strange  UMC  Rev.  Betty  Hoffman 

First  UMC,  Natchitoches 

Rev.  Conrad  P.  Edwards 
Olla  UMC  Rev.  Rickey  L.  Willis 

Palestine  UMC  Rev.  William  A.  Rowell  Jr. 
First  UMC,  Pineville  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 
Pollock  UMC  Rev.  Leon  L.  Zordan  Jr. 

Selma  UMC  Rev.  Leon  L.  Zordan  Jr. 

Provencal  UMC  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 

Weaver  UMC  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 

Eddy  Justiss  Memorial  UMC 
Rev.  Milton  Monroe  First  UMC,  Winnfield 
Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway 
Couley  UMC  Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway 

Sanders  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Steven  W.  Caraway 
Eden  UMC  Rev.  Milton  Monroe 


Baton  Rouge  District  — 

First  UMC,  Baker  Rev.  Leon  A.  Boggs 

Blackwater  UMC  Rev.  R.  Larry  Stafford 
Broadmoor  UMC  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed 


Camphor  Memorial  UMC 

Dr.  Moses  T.  Jackson  Sr. 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  Christopher  H.  Andrews 
Francis  Asbury  UMC  Rev.  Manasseh  C.  Cady 
Jefferson  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 

Jordan  UMC  Rev.  Clarence  L.  Hillard 

Lejeune  UMC  Rev.  Clarence  L.  Hillard 

Magnolia  UMC  Rev.  Wayne  Howington 

Neely  UMC  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery 

Hartzell  UMC  Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery 

North  Baton  Rouge  UMC 

Rev.  Carol  Susan  Winn 
Istrouma  UMC  Rev.  Carol  Susan  Winn 

St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher 
Rev.  Freddie  C.  Henderson 
Winboume  UMC  Rev.  Stephen  C.  Fleming 
Zachary  UMC  Rev.  James  W.  Mitchell 

Beech  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Edward  L.  Berry 
Wall  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 
Clear  Creek  UMC  Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 

First  UMC,  Donaldsonville 

Rev.  J.  Albert  Trickett 
St.  James  UMC  —  Belle  Rose 

Rev.  Donald  D.  Barrie 
Faithful  UMC  Rev.  Jay  V.  Daigle 

Gonzales  UMC  Rev.  William  M.  Jacocks 
Meadows  Chapel  UMC 

Rev.  William  M.  Jacocks 
Jackson  UMC  Rev.  Jack  D.  Phelps 

Ethel  UMC  Rev.  Jack  D.  Phelps 

First  UMC,  Plaquemine 

Rev.  J.  Richard  Scott-Welch 
Hurst  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Wesley 
Scott  Chapel  UMC,  Pt  Alle 

Rev.  Robert  Williams 
Shiloh  UMC  Rev.  Robert  Williams 

St.  Francisville  UMC  Rev.  Harold  Babin 

Tunica  UMC  Rev.  Harold  Babin 

Slaughter  UMC  Rev.  Darwin  Brecheen 

Bluff  Creek  UMC  Rev.  Darwin  Brecheen 

Asbury  UMC,  Norwood  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 
Mt.  Carmel  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 

Wesley  UMC,  Wilson  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 


Lake  Charles  District  — 

Wakefield  UMC  Rev.  Paul  W.  Carter 

Grand  Chenier  UMC  Rev.  Paul  W.  Carter 
Church  Point  UMC  Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 

Maxie  UMC  Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 

Ville  Platte  UMC  Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 

First  UMC,  De  Quincy  Rev.  Tom  O.  Crosby  Jr. 
First  UMC,  De  Ridder  Rev.  Clyde  W.  Averett 
Elizabeth  UMC  Rev.  Rupert  Pickett 

Hopewell  UMC  Rev.  Rupert  Pickett 

Pine  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Rupert  Pickett 

Iota  UMC  Rev.  John  W.  Guyre 

Fairview  UMC  Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss 

Sweetlake  UMC  Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss 

Gueydan  UMC  Rev.  E.  J.  Martin 

Iowa  UMC  Rev.  Mark  B.  Benge  Sr. 

AA  Bernard  Mem/Hayes  UMC 

Rev.  Mark  B.  Benge  Sr. 
First  UMC,  Jennings  Rev.  Richard  C.  Hebert 
Welsh  UMC  Rev.  Eddie  E.  Morgan  Jr. 

Kinder  UMC  Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate 

Oberlin  UMC  Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate 

First  UMC,  Lake  ChasRev.  Grayson  B.  Watson 
Oak  Park  UMC  Rev.  T.  Edward  Boyd 

St.  Luke/Simpson  UMCDr.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar 
University  UMC,  Lake  Chas  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones 
First  UMC,  Leesville  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Holly  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Macedonia  UMC  Rev.  Richard  H.  Harry 
Ragley,  Squyres  UMC  Rev.  Deyo  R.  Jodon 
Oakdale  UMC  Rev.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot 
Pine  Prairie  UMC  Rev.  Raymond  M.  Crofoot 
Prospect  UMC  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner 

Hombeck  UMC  Rev.  James  C.  Skinner 

Raymond  UMC  Rev.  Michael  L.  Hammett 
Elton  UMC  Rev.  Michael  L.  Hammett 

Rayne  UMC  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr. 

Branch  UMC  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr. 

Ebenezer  UMC  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr. 
Roanoke  UMC  Rev.  Homer  V.  Bailes 

Maplewood  UMC  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs 
Henning  Mem  UMC  Dr.  Donald  J.  Hall 

Wesley  UMC,  Sulphur  Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt 
Hackberry  UMC  Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt 

Westlake  UMC  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 

Monroe  District  — 

Baskin  UMC  Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen 

Reily  Mem  UMC  Rev.  Ray  R.  Spiller 

Mer  Rouge  UMC  Dr.  Burton  F.  Blair 

Delhi  UMC  Rev.  Alfred  C.  Bakewell  III 

Crowville  UMC  Rev.  Alfred  C.  Bakewell  III 
Epps  UMC  Rev.  Gary  L.  Elliott 

Floyd  UMC  Rev.  Gary  L.  Elliott 

Pioneer  UMC  Rev.  Gary  L.  Elliott 

Grayson  UMC  Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson 
Kelly  UMC  Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson 

First  UMC,  Lake  Providence 

Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr. 
Mangham  UMC  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson 

First  UMC,  Monroe  Dr.  William  C.  Blakely 
Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Richard  R.  Meek 

Reveille  UMC  Rfev.  Howard  L.  Hudson 

First  UMC,  Oak  Grove  Rev.  Stephen  P.  Carter 
Rayville  UMC  Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones 


Holly  Ridge  UMC  Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones 

St.  Andrews  UMC  Rev.  James  E.  Constable 
Bartholomew  UMC  Rev.  James  E.  Constable 
St.  Joseph  UMC  Rev.  Donald  R.  Morgan 
First  UMC,  Waterproof 

Rev.  Donald  R.  Morgan 
Wesley  UMC  Rev.  Donald  R.  Morgan 

First  UMC,  Sicily  Island  Rev.  Jim  Umbra 
First  UMC,  Harrisonburg  Rev.  Jim  Umbra 
First  UMC,  Tallulah  Rev.  B.  Ramon  Warren 
Vidalia  UMC  Rev.  Ronald  E.  Easterling 
McGuire  UMC  Rev.Michael  D.  McLaurin 

Woodlawn  UMC  Rev.  James  S.  Spiller 

First  UMC,  Winnsboro 

Rev.  Douglas  R.  Foreman 
Gilbert  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  R.  Foreman 

Boeuf  Prairie  UMC  Rev.  Lillard  R.  Bevill 
Newellton  Union  Church 

Rev.  Kenneth  M.  Graham  Jr. 


New  Orleans  District  — 

Belle  Chasse  UMC 

Rev.  Tommy  R.  Bergeron  Sr. 
Trinity  UMC,  Buras  Rev.  Mark  Crosby 

Arabi  UMC  Rev.  Robert  W.  Bengtson 

St.  Charles  UMC  Rev.  Richard  H.  Humphries 
First  UMC,  Gretna  Rev.  Bob  L.  Lawton 

First  UMC,  Kenner  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson 
St.  James  UMC,  Hahnville 

Rev.  Robert  F.  Harrington 
Lutcher  UMC  Rev.  Charles  P.  Strong 

LulingUMC  Rev.  John  N.  Williams 

Lutcher  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  William  L.  Jones 
St.  Landry  UMC  Rev.  William  L.  Jones 

Metairie  UMC  Rev.  S.  Kemper  Smith 

Messiah  UMC  Mr.  George  Coverdale,  Treas. 
Munholland  UMC  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter 
St.  Matthews  UMC  Rev.  William  I.  Eubanks 
St.  Matthew  UMC  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas 
Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
Grace  UMC  Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Williams 

Spanish  Ministries  Rev.  Marta  L.  Sanfiel 
Hartzell  UMC  Rev.  Guy  E.  West  Jr. 

Ray  Avenue  UMC  Rev.  Guy  E.  West  Jr. 

LaHarpe  UMC  Rev.  Dale  E.  Branch 

Lake  Vista  UMC  Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel 

Mt.  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  Jr. 
Napoleon  AV/Parker  Mem  UM 

Rev.  M.  Douglas  Ezell 
Shaw  Temple  UMC  Rev.  Percell  Church  Sr. 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC  Dr.  Clyde  C.  Frazier  Jr. 
St.  Luke’s  UMC  Rev.  James  F.  Comer 

St.  Paul  UMC,  HarahanRev.  Wesley  C.  Reagan 


North  Shore  District  — 

Amite  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby 

Independence  UMC  Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby 
Live  Oak  UMC  Rev.  Eddie  Francis 

Marys  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Eddie  Francis 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Mem  UM 

Rev.  John  R.  Johns 
Harrys  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Wesley  R.  Cyprian 
Center  UMC  Ms.  Ollie  Kreutz,  T reas. 

Darlington  UMC  Ms.  Louise  Kemp,  Treas. 
First  UMC,  Covington  Rev.  Theo  S.  Standley 
Waldheim  UMC  Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond 
Days  UMC  Rev.  E.  Randy  Guy 

Roberts  UMC  Rev.  Wilbur  G.  C.  Davis  Sr. 
Centenary  UMC  Rev.  Willis  W.  Dear 

Fisher  UMC  Rev.  Willis  W.  Dear 

Winan  UMC  Rev.  Terrence  S.  August 

Hayes  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Terrence  S.  August 
Greensburg  UMC  Rev.  Ed  Deweese 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Ed  Deweese 

First  UMC,  Hammond 

Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys 
Kentwood  UMC  Rev.  Deborah  L.  Drash 
Mt.  Hermon  UMC  Rev.  Deborah  L.  Drash 
Lacombe  UMC  Rev.  John  M.  Downs 

Live  Oak  UMC  Rev.  John  E.  Scarf 

James  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  M.  Morris  Jr. 
Livingston  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  M.  Morris  Jr. 
Loranger  UMC  Rev.  Percy  Mac  Frazier 

St.  Timothy  On  N/Shore  UMC 

Rev.  J.  Lawrence  Maddin 
Montpelier  UMC  Dr.  Charles  E.  Scott 

Talisheek  UMC  Rev.  Jeffery  D.  Conner 

First  UMC,  Ponchatoula 

Rev.  Larry  D.  Robertson 
Lees  Landing  UMC  Rev.  Larry  D.  Robertson 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Edwin  J.  Barksdale 
Aldersgate  UMC  Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn 
First  UMC,  Slidell  Rev.  DeWitt  M.  Ginn 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC 

Rev.  Randall  E.  Campbell 
Newell  UMC  Rev.  Randall  E.  Campbell 

First  UMC,  Springfield  Rev.  Gene  M.  Faurie 
Maurepas  UMC  Rev.  Gene  M.  Faurie 

Ninde  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Louis  A.  Smith 
Tangipahoa  UMC  Rev.  William  B.  Gregg 
Nesom  Mem.  Tickfaw  UMC 

Rev.  Edward  O.  Pickens 
Sun  UMC  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 

Bush  UMC  Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 


Ruston  District  — 

Ansley  UMC  Rev. Carolyn  P.  Brannon 


Arcadia  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  deGraffenried 
Mt.  Mariah  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  deGraffenried 
Athens  UMC  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid 

Crossroads  UMC  Rev.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid 
Beech  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Cage  M.  McLemore 
Douglas  UMC  Rev.  Jennie  L.  Walters 

Calhoun  UMC  Rev.  Mark  K.  Kremer 

Beulah  UMC  Rev.  Mark  K.  Kremer 

Indian  Village  UMC  Rev.  Mark  K.  Kremer 
Choudrant  UMC  Rev.  William  R.  Higgs 
Clay  UMC  Rev.  Troy  Garrett 

Downsville  UMC  Rev.  Stephen  R.  Williamson 
Bethel  UMC  Rev.  Stephen  R.  Williamson 
Mt.  Nebo  UMC  Rev.  Stephen  R.  Williamson 
Doyline  UMC  Rev.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

Sibley  UMC  Rev.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

Dubach  UMC  Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill 

Farmerville  UMC  Rev.  Lester  N.  Nance 

Gibsland  UMC  Rev.  William  A.  Moon  III 
Oak  Grove  UMC  Rev.  William  A.  Moon  III 
Harmony  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  John  R.  Oldham 
Lisbon  UMC  Rev.  John  R.  Oldham 

Arizona  UMC  Rev.  John  R.  Oldham 

Haynesville  UMC  Rev.  Byrd  L.  Terry 

Shongaloo  UMC  Rev.  Byrd  L.  Terry 

Heflin  UMC  Rev.  Judith  D.  Bazer 

Dodson  UMC  Rev.  C.  Jeffrey  Duke 

New  Hope  UMC  Rev.  C.  Jeffrey  Duke 

First  UMC,  Homer  Rev.  James  H.  Humphreys 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC 

Rev.  James  H.  Humphreys 
Concord  UMC  Rev.  George  A  McVay 

Marion  UMC  Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore 

First  UMC,  Minden  Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess 
Lakeview  UMC  Rev.  James  R.  McLelland 
Bethlehem  UMC  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Windham 
Ringgold  UMC  Rev.  David  De  Witt 

Castor  UMC  Rev.  David  De  Witt 

Trinity  UMC,  Ruston  Rev.  George  A.  Duerson 
Grace  UMC,  Ruston  Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller 
Simsboro  UMC  Rev.  Lloyd  E.  Scott 

Salem  UMC  Rev.  Lloyd  E.  Scott 

Springhill  UMC  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe 

Sarepta  UMC  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  James  O.  Evans 
McIntyre  UMC  Rev.  William  Jack  Maxey 
Evergreen  UMC  Rev.  Joe  E.  Hunter 

Eros  UMC  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson 

Antioch  UMC  Rev.  James  E.  Wilson 


Shreveport  District  — 

Benton  UMC  Rev.  Robert  A.  Weber 

Blanchard  UMC  Rev.  Ellen  B.  Montegudo 
Barksdale  UMC  Rev.  Paul  D.  Davis 

First  UMC,  Bossier  City  Dr.  John  M.  Lee 
North  Bossier  UMC  Rev.  Jerry  G.  Hilbun 
Coushatta  UMC  Rev.  Robert  I.  Galatas 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Robert  I.  Galatas 
Crossroads  UMC  Rev.  William  V.  Sirman 
Fairview  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  E.  Player 

New  Light  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  E.  Player 

Greenwood  UMC  Rev.  J.  Van  Dickens  III 
Bethany  UMC,  Greenwood 

Rev.  J.  Van  Dickens  III 
Ida  UMC  Rev.  Jerry  A.  Means 

Hosston  UMC  Rev.  James  R.  Woodward 
Belcher  UMC  Rev.  James  R.  Woodward 

St.  Matthew  UMC  Cora  Howard,  Treasurer 
Pleasant  Valley  UMC  Ms.  Ruth  Pegues,  Treas. 
Bonchest  UMC  Grant  Sudds,  Treasurer 

Keatchie  UMC  Mrs.  Novell  Fisher,  Treas. 
Logansport  UMC  Rev.  Rupert  D.  Coles 

Bethel  UMC,  Logansport  Rev.  Rupert  D.  Coles 
Rosa  UMC/Rev.  David  Wright 

Mr.  Johnnie  Sims  Jr.,  Trea 
Bradford  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr. 
Pilgrims  Rest  UMC  Rev.  Oscar  Tippin  Jr. 
Haskins  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Richard  H.  HarTy 
Love  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  John  H.  Lavo 

Haughton  UMC  Rev.  John  H.  Lavo 

First  UMC,  Mansfield  Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans 
Grand  Cane  UMC  Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans 
Wesley  UMC,  Mansfield 

Rev.  George  L.  Thomas 
Shady  Grove  UMC  Rev.  George  L.  Thomas 
Bayou  Scie  UMC  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman 
Oil  City  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  E.  Milliron 

Plain  Dealing  UMC  Rev.  Jack  S.  Winegeart 
Walkers  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Jack  S.  Winegeart 
Mitchell  UMC  Rev.  Roy  Mouser 

Pelican  UMC  Rev.  Roy  Mouser 

Vivian  UMC  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 

Rodessa  UMC  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis 

Zwolle  UMC  Rev.  Richard  O.  Teeter 

Converse  UMC  Rev.  Richard  O.  Teeter 

Noble  UMC  Rev.  Richard  O.  Teeter 

Broadmoor  UMC  Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey 
Christ  UMC  Rev.  C.  Gerald  Richardson 
Fairfield  UMC  Rev.  Willie  E.  Jackson  Jr. 
First  UMC,  Shreveport  Mr.  James  H.  Nordyke 
Johnson  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Wayne  E.  Williams 
Jewella  UMC  Rev.  Wayne  E.  Williams 

Lakeview  UMC  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain 

Momingside  UMC  Rev.  E.  Benjamin  Fant 
Noel  Memorial  UMC  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 
Ellerbe  Road  UMC  James  A.  Van  Hook  Jr. 
Keithville  UMC  TBS 

Round  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Arnold  V.  Brown 
St.  Lukes  UMC  Rev.  Donald  K.  McDowell 
St.  Paul  UMC,  Shreveport 

Rev.  Nathan  Daniels  Jr. 
Summer  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Steven  D.  Bearden 


Special  Recognition 

The  following  churches  have  paid  100% 
on  all  apportionments,  plus  payments  on 
General  Advance  Specials,  Conference  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials  and  General  Church  offer¬ 
ings. 


Lakes  Charles  District  — 

Ville  Platte  UMC  Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 

Iota  UMC  Rev.  John  W.  Guyre 

AA  Bernard  Mem/Hayes  UMC 

Rev.  Mark  B.  Benge  Sr. 
University  UMC,  LK  Chas  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones 
First  UMC,  Leesville  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Holly  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Henning  Mem  UMC  Dr.  Donald  J.  Hall 

Wesley  UMC,  Sulphur  Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt 
Westlake  UMC  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 


Baton  Rouge  District  — 

First  UMC,  Baker  Rev.  Leon  A.  Boggs 

Blackwater  UMC  Rev.  R.  Larry  Stafford 
First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Rev.  Christopher  H.  Andrews 
Jefferson  UMC  Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 

North  Baton  Rouge  UMC 

Rev.  Carol  Susan  Winn 
Istrouma  UMC  Rev.  Carol  Susan  Winn 

Beech  Grove  UMC  Rev.  Edward  L.  Berry 
Gonzales  UMC  Rev.  William  M.  Jacocks 
St.  Francisville  UMC  \  Rev.  Harold  Babin 


New  Orleans  District  — 

First  UMC,  Gretna  Rev.  Bob  L.  Lawton 

Lutcher  UMC  Rev.  Charles  P.  Strong 

Lutcher  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  William  L.  Jones 
Munholland  UMC  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter 
Bethany  UMC,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
Lake  Vista  UMC  Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel 

Mt.  Zion  UMC,  New  Orleans 

Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  Jr. 
St.  Luke’s  UMC  Rev.  James  F.  Comer 


North  Shore  District  — 

Kentwood  UMC  Rev.  Deborah  L.  Drash 
Mt.  Hermon  UMC  Rev.  Deborah  L.  Drash 
James  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  M.  Morris  Jr. 
Livingston  UMC  Rev.  Lewis  M.  Morris  Jr. 


Ruston  District  — 

Calhoun  UMC  Rev.  Mark  K.  Kremer 

First  UMC,  Homer  Rev.  James  H.  Humphreys 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC 

Rev.  James  H.  Humphreys 
Grace  UMC,  Ruston  Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller 


Acadiana  District  — 

First  UMC,  Franklin 

Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 

Louisiana  Mem  UMC 

Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr. 
Magnolia  UMC  Rev.  Louis  Augustine  Jr. 


Monroe  District  — 

First  UMC,  Lake  Providence 

Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr. 


Alexandria  District  — 

Sieper  UMC  Rev.  Joe  A.  Hoover 

Shreveport  District  — 

First  UMC,  Mansfield  Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans 


Louisiana 

Conference 

1989 


%  Paid 
Appor 

Church 

Paid 

ttoa- 

District 

Apportionment 

All  Finds 

meets 

Ruston 

407,314.00 

479.312.35 

97.90% 

Baton  Rouge 

759.350.00 

866,434.80 

95.40% 

Shreveport 

919.933.00 

941,663.20 

94.93% 

North  Shore 

478,600.00 

499,290.89 

94.78% 

Alexandria 

372.486.00 

389,864.36 

93.97% 

Lake  Charles 

514,216.00 

553,365.26 

92.72% 

Acadiana 

443,419.00 

407,045.05 

82.05% 

New  Orleans 

735.590.00 

647,618.55 

79.28% 

Monroe 

534,152.00 

454,908.35 

75.19% 

LA 

Conference 

5.165.060.005,239,502.81 

89.56% 
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Editorial 


An  attitude  to  throw  away 


What  do  you  see  when  you  look  at 
an  empty  plastic  milk  jug?  Just  trash? 

For  a  growing  number  of  people, 
such  “trash"  is  an  opportunity  for 
fulfilling  their  calling  as  Christians. 
Examples: 

■  “Recycling  Sunday”  is  becom¬ 
ing  a  monthly  fixture  in  many  local 
United  Methodist  congregations. 

■  Two  congregations — Emory 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Emory,  Va.,  and  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Denton,  Texas — 
sponsor  recycling  programs  in  coop¬ 
eration  with  their  respective  local 
governments. 

In  each  instance,  the  congrega¬ 
tions  receive  proceeds  from  the  re¬ 
cycling  of  aluminum,  glass,  plastic 
or  paper.  The  congregations  use  the 
proceeds  for  missions. 

■  The  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship’s  new  program  of  recycling  of¬ 
fice  paper  has  been  adopted 
enthusiastically  by  its  employees. 

These  examples — and  hundreds 
like  them — show  that  more  and 
more  Christians  are  taking  seriously 
the  biblical  call  to  be  responsible 
stewards  of  God's  earth. 

Their  individual  efforts  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  have  a  cumulative  effect, 
but  we  need  to  build  on  the  founda¬ 
tion  they’re  laying. 

A  Kansas  environmental  research 
firm  estimates  that  Americans 
alone  produce  160  million  tons  of 
solid  waste  each  year.  Similar 
amounts  are  produced  in  other  in¬ 
dustrialized  countries. 

This  mountain  of  garbage  threat¬ 


ens  to  ruin  God’s  world  by  poison¬ 
ing  its  life-sustaining  environment. 

As  Christians,  we  should  disavow 
such  a  “throwaway"  mentality.  In  its 
place  we  should  nurture  the  scriptural 
understanding  that  creation  is  “good” 
and  should  be  used  fully  and  wisely. 

For  individuals  and  congregations 
alike,  recycling  is  a  form  of  Chris¬ 
tian  witness  in  which  we  literally 
give  new  life  to  old  resources. 

Here  at  the  Reporter  we  practice 
what  we  preach.  We  recycle  news¬ 
print,  photographic  negatives,  met¬ 
al  printing  plates,  office  waste  paper 
and  other  reusable  materials. 

Your  congregation  can  bear  wit¬ 
ness  similarly.  Some  ideas: 

/  Suggest  to  your  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  committee  that  it  consider 
adding  Scripture-based  curriculum 
for  children,  youths  and  adults  on 
the  moral  and  spiritual  importance 
of  conservation. 

•f  Encourage  groups  that  meet  at 
your  church  to  consider  using  wash¬ 
able,  reusable  dishes  instead  of  dis¬ 
posable  paper  plates  and  foam  cups. 

•f  Suggest  that  Boy  Scout,  Girl 
Scout  or  Campfire  troops  spon¬ 
sored  by  your  congregation  start  re¬ 
cycling  projects.  If  these  youth 
groups  already  recycle,  contribute 
to  their  efforts.  If  they  recycle  news¬ 
papers,  give  them  your  used  news¬ 
papers,  including  the  Reporter. 

The  psalmist  tells  us,  “The  earth 
is  the  Lord’s,  and  the  fullness  there¬ 
of.  ...”  (Psalms  24: 1 ).  Recycling 
should  rank  with  tithing  as  part  of 
our  response  to  that  teaching. 


Mountains  of  old  tires  and  other  trash  threaten  to  ruin  God's  world. 
The  way  we  dispose  of  garbage  and  rubbish  is  poisoning  the  world's 
life-sustaining  environment.  Recycling  is  one  act  of  Christian  stew¬ 
ardship  countering  that  trend. 
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My  Witness - 

United  Methodists  can 
have  'moveable  feast' 


By  GAYLE  G.  ALLEN 

Ernest  Hemingway  referred  to 
Paris  as  “a  moveable  feast,”  mean¬ 
ing  that  you  could  take  memories  of 
that  glorious  city  with  you  wherever 
you  went. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  connecting 
with  The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  also  something  you  can  take  with 
you  where  you  go. 

Nov.  19,  1989,  was  a  memorable 
day  for  those  of  us  who  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Glen  Mar  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ellicott  City,  Md.  That 
was  the  day  we  consecrated  our  new 
sanctuary  and  fellowship  hall. 

After  several  years  of  planning 
and  continued  growth  in  member¬ 
ship,  we  rejoiced  together  in  our 
new  building. 

On  that  very  same  day  600  miles 
away,  Connell  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Goodlettsville, 
Tenn.,  was  also  consecrating  its  new 
church  hall  and  classrooms.  That  is 
the  church  in  which  my  grandpar¬ 
ents  on  both  sides  of  the  family 
spent  their  lives. 

My  mother  joined  Connell  Me¬ 
morial  in  1929,  and  even  though 
she  spent  most  of  her  adult  life  as  a 
member  of  West  End  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Nashville,  it  was 
her  pleasure  to  “go  home  again” 
Nov.  19  when  the  new  building  was 
consecrated. 

When  she  told  me  about  the  ser- 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Gayle  G.  Allen  is  a  member  of  Glen  Mar 
United  Methodist  Church,  Ellicott  City, 
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vice,  I  misspoke  and  asked  some¬ 
thing  about  the  dedication.  She 
quickly  reminded  me  that  United 
Methodists  consecrate  a  building  at 
its  inception  and  dedicate  it  only 
when  it’s  paid  for! 

Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  (Washing¬ 
ton  Area)  had  reminded  us  at  Glen 
Mar  UMC  of  the  very  same  thing 
when  he  spoke  to  us  Nov.  19. 

I  look  forward  to  visiting  at  Con¬ 
nell  Memorial  UMC  when  I’m  next 
in  Tennessee.  The  old  oak  pews  and 
deeply  colored  stained-glass  win¬ 
dows  evoke  many  memories  of  days 
past.  When  my  mother  comes  to 
visit  us  in  Maryland  and  worships 
with  us  at  Glen  Mar  UMC,  she  can 
sit  in  our  new  oak  pews  and  admire 
the  beauty  of  our  stained  glass  pan¬ 
els  in  our  new  sanctuary. 

We  all  know  that  a  church  is 
more  than  just  pews  and  windows. 
It’s  connecting  with  other  people 
who  are  united  in  a  common  pur¬ 
pose  of  service  to  God.  This  con¬ 
necting  can  be  done  in  Tennessee, 
in  Maryland  or  wherever  you  may 
find  yourself  because  United  Meth¬ 
odism  is  truly  “a  moveable  feast.” 


Here  I  Stand 


Let's  drop  'apportionment'  as  term  for  mission  payments 


By  DAN  E.  SOLOMON 

We  need  to  find  a  better  word 
than  “apportionments”  to  describe 
the  primary  funding  for  the  connec- 
tional  mission  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

By  connectional  mission  I  mean 
the  many  and  varied  ways  that 
United  Methodists  reach  out  coop¬ 
eratively  rather  than  through  a  sin¬ 
gle  congregation. 

Our  connectional  ministries  in¬ 
clude  sending  food  relief  to  people 
who  are  starving;  sending  mission¬ 
aries  throughout  the  world;  spon¬ 
soring  hospitals,  colleges, 
universities,  homes  for  the  elderly; 
and  a  host  of  other  life-enhancing 
institutions. 

Emphasis  is  misplaced 

The  term  “apportionments”  fo¬ 
cuses  attention  on  the  method  by 
which  we  raise  funds.  We  need  to 
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emphasize  instead  the  mission  for 
which  we  raise  funds. 

I  readily  concede  that  its  “name” 
is  not  the  primary  reason  for  less¬ 
ened  apportionment  support.  Nei¬ 
ther  are  the  other  reasons  so 
commonly  heard,  including  hard 
times,  disdain  for  beyond-the-local- 
church  programs  and  leadership,  or 
positions  our  church  has  taken  on  a 
variety  of  social  concerns. 

The  real  problem  in  lessened  ap- 


Faithfully  vours  -  - 

However  translated,  'God 


MUNICH,  West  Germany — One 
need  not  enjoy  the  beer  for  which 
Bavaria  is  famous  to  appreciate  the 
region’s  special  spirit. 

Its  capital,  Munich,  is  a  boister¬ 
ous,  teddy  bear  of  a  city. 

One  senses  that  its  residents’  hos¬ 
pitality — ready  smiles,  unhurried 
helpfulness,  good-humored  accep¬ 
tance  of  a  visitor’s  clumsy  attempts 
to  speak  their  language,  etc. — is  root¬ 
ed  in  something  deeper  than  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  promotionalism. 

My  vote  for  “root  cause”  goes  to 
the  Bavarian  greeting  offered  on 
nearly  every  occasion,  night  and 
day:  “Gruess  Gott!” 

One  hears  it  everywhere — in 
stores  and  sidewalk  stands,  at  border 
crossings  and  banks,  in  hotel  corri¬ 
dors  and  private  homes.  “Gruess 
Gott!”  chimes  throughout  Bavaria 
like  a  cheerful  background  chorus  to 
the  daily  lives  of  its  hearty  citizens. 

During  a  recent  visit,  I  made  nu¬ 
merous  inquiries  about  the  phrase’s 
literal  English  translation. 

A  female  hotel  clerk  said  it  had 
been  handed  down  from  “the  old 


times”  and  was  difficult  to  trans¬ 
late.  The  closest  she  could  suggest 
was  “God  is 
great!” 

A  security  guard 
at  one  of  the  city’s 
great  art  museums 
said  he  wasn’t  sure 
but  thought  it 
meant  “Great 
God!” 

A  young  dem¬ 
onstrator  at  city  hall  said  it  proba¬ 
bly  means  something  like, 
“Greetings  in  the  name  of  God.” 

Finally,  an  American  who  has 
lived  in  Munich  for  several  years 
told  me  it  is  best  translated  as  “God 
bless  you.” 

Take  your  pick.  I  like  them  all. 

However  you  choose  to  under¬ 
stand  the  phrase,  it’s  a  wonderful 
beginning  for  every  occasion. 

Just  running  into  an  old  friend? 

“God  bless  you!” 

Considering  a  purchase,  say,  of  a 
gift  for  a  loved  one? 

“God  is  great!” 

Entering  a  room  filled  with  peo- 


portionment  support  is  our  inade¬ 
quate  understanding  of  stewardship. 
The  above-noted  reasons  are  general¬ 
ly  no  more  than  excuses. 

The  real  problem 

As  clergy  and  laity  we  have  not 
consistently  shown  a  giving  pattern 
that  reflects  a  joyful  response  to 
God’s  grace.  We  have  infrequently 
emphasized  the  importance  of  tith¬ 
ing.  We  have  not  consistently 
taught  and  preached  a  solid  under¬ 
standing  of  financial  stewardship. 

A  recent  report  noted  that  while 
Protestants  in  general  have  main¬ 
tained  an  average  yearly  giving  of  2.2 
percent  of  their  gross  income  over 
the  last  25  years,  United  Methodists 
have  given  1 .7  percent  of  their  gross 
income  over  the  same  period. 

Contrary  to  what  many  assume, 
since  1973  the  percentage  of  each 
dollar  put  into  the  offering  plate 


talk'  is  a  gift 

pie  you’ve  never  met? 

“Greetings  in  the  name  of  God!" 

Calling  the  doctor’s  office  for 
anxiously  awaited  test  results? 

“Great  God!” 

One  can  speculate  endlessly 
about  what  shapes  the  character  of 
a  people. 

But  I  submit  that  something  good 
and  gracious  in  the  Bavarian  soul  is 
nurtured  by  starting  every  relation¬ 
ship  with  a  reminder  of  God. 

A  net  effect  across  the  centuries 
has  been  to  breed  folks  in  whom 
hospitality — a  prime  virtue  of  a 
God-filled  people — is  as  natural  as 
breathing. 

Could  there  be  any  better  or  more 
appropriate  way  for  us  as  Christians 
to  begin  each  day,  each  relationship 
or  enterprise  than  to  greet  each  oth¬ 
er  in  the  name  of  God? 

As  the  Bavarians  have  shown,  do¬ 
ing  so  could  be  one  of  the  greatest 
gifts  that  we  bequeath  to  genera¬ 
tions  that  follow. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Mr.  Swecker  is  editor  of  the  Faith 
Forum  page. 
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that  is  spent  in  our  local  United 
Methodist  churches  has  increased. 
The  percentage  of  funds  spent  for 
beyond-the-local-church  ministries 
has  steadily  decreased. 

Tax  burden  or  privilege? 

For  many  local  churches,  “appor¬ 
tionments”  have  become  the  discre¬ 
tionary  fund  of  the  budget.  Missing 
from  these  local  churches  is  an  un¬ 
derstanding  of  mission  that  embraces 
a  positive  and  joyful  urgency  in  ex¬ 
tending  the  church’s  witness  beyond 
their  walls  or  their  city  limits. 

Apportionments  are  frequently 
viewed  as  tax  and  burden,  not  privi¬ 
lege  and  responsibility. 

Could  a  change  in  “name”  help?  I 
believe  it  could.  While  it  might  take 
a  generation  before  a  name  change 
could  be  fully  internalized,  such  a 
change  would  facilitate  dialogue  on 
the  missional  nature  of  what  we 
now  call  “apportionments.” 

The  1988  Book  of  Discipline  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  talks 
on  the  one  hand  about  “apportion¬ 
ments”  and  on  the  other  about 
“funds  apportioned”  to  the  church. 

“Apportionments”  are  set  in  the 
context  of  “The  Journey  Of  A  Con¬ 
nectional  People”  in  the  Discipline. 
In  other  places  the  Discipline  sets 
them  in  the  context  of  funding  pen¬ 
sions  and  hospitalization.  We  need  a 
new  name  and  a  better  way  of  using 
that  name  throughout  the  Discipline. 


Many  churches  are  funding  clergy 
pensions  and  medical  insurance  at 
the  expense  of  other  apportioned 
funds.  Pensions  are  ministerial 
compensation,  often  sorely  under¬ 
funded  in  prior  years.  Increased 
medical  insurance  payments  affect 
the  church  as  a  national  issue,  much 
as  was  the  case  with  utilities  during 
the  energy  crisis. 

Divide  inreach  and  outreach 

These  expenses  should  be  cov¬ 
ered  without  reference  to  the  fund¬ 
ing  of  our  church’s  connectional 
ministries. 

Finding  a  name  other  than  “ap¬ 
portionments”  would  help  us  cast 
our  “beyond-the-local-church” 
funding  in  a  missional  perspective. 
At  the  same  time  it  would  alleviate 
the  expenditure  of  unnecessary  en¬ 
ergy  just  to  overcome  the  negative 
connotations  of  “apportionments.” 

Recent  discussions  in  the  Council 


of  Bishops,  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  and  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  lend 
credence  to  the  need  for  a  new  name. 

Some  new  possible  names 

“Connectional  Ministries”  could 
be  that  new  name.  It  reflects  our 
United  Methodist  polity,  and  it 
speaks  of  our  mission.  Likewise,  a 
good  case  could  be  made  for  “Con¬ 
nectional  Mission.” 

Other  persons  have  suggested 
“Covenant  Fund”  and  “Covenant 
Mission  Fund.”  Doubtless  many 
other  names  could  and  should  be 
considered. 

Names  have  power.  We  know 
that’s  true  from  our  biblical  heri¬ 
tage  and  our  personal  experience.  A 
name  that  evokes  something  dy¬ 
namic,  positive,  and  missional  is 
urgently  needed  in  United  Method¬ 
ism  to  describe  our  “beyond-the-lo- 
cal-church"  giving. 


What  do  you  think? - 

Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  (Oklahoma  Area)  says  we  need  a  new 
term  to  describe  the  way  United  Methodists  pay  for  ministries 
beyond  local  congregations.  He  suggests  four  alternatives  to 
''apportionment"  What  name  would  you  suggest?  Why?  Send 
replies  (maximum  one  typewritten  page,  double-spaced)  to 
Think,  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


What  others  are  saying 


“Christians  ought  to  avoid  falling 
into  the  trap  of  letting  their  lives  be¬ 
come  so  obsessed  with  one  issue 
that  they  lose  sight  of  the  total  pic¬ 
ture  of  God’s  will  for  humankind. 
That  in  no  way  precludes  vigorous 
advocacy  on  specific  issues  but  calls 
for  doing  this  within  a  context  of 


paramount  concern  for  the  totality 
of  our  life  together  on  earth.” 

—Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell,  1989-90 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops 

*  *  * 

“Churches  that  are  closed  sys¬ 
tems  are  so  insecure  that  they  be¬ 


lieve  their  survival  depends  on 
destroying  everything  that  differs 
from  them  or  does  not  support 
them.  Such  churches  lack  faith  in 
the  gospel’s  inherent  power.” 

— Anne  Wilson  Schaef,  consultant 
on  addictive  problems,  “Christian 
Century”  magazine 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 


“Above  all  hold  unfailing  your 
love  for  one  another,  since  love  cov¬ 
ers  a  multitude  of  sins.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  Timothy  2:1,2) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  29 

Monday:  Psalms  37:1-4 
Tuesday:  Psalms  37:5-11 
Wednesday:  Micah  6:1-8 
Thursday:  Matthew  5:1-12 
Friday:  Matthew  5:13-16 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  1:18-25 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  1:26-31 


OF  COURSE  YOU  CAN  AFFORD  IT! 


TIDINGS 


Many  pastors  and  lay  leaders  as¬ 
sume  that  a  professionally  pro¬ 
duced  weekly  or  biweekly  church 
newspaper  which  includes  confer¬ 
ence,  national  and  international  re¬ 
ligious  news,  as  well  as  local 
church  news  is  beyond  their  reach 
financially. 

Give  us  a  call  today  and  let  us 
show  you  that  a  weekly  edition  of 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
or  a  biweekly  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Review,  are  within  your 
congregation's  budget  capabilities! 
And  a  UMR  edition  can  help  mem¬ 
bers  of  your  congregation  develop 
a  better  understanding  of  their  re¬ 
lationship  both  to  one  another  and 
to  the  church  at  large. 


Call  collect  (214)  630-6495,  Ron  Adams-  UMR  Special  Editions 
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BAN  ASSAULT  WEAPONS:  An  ef¬ 
fort  to  enact  a  federal  ban  on  all  privately  used 
assault  weapons  was  launched  Jan.  1 7  at  a  news 
conference  in  the  United  Methodist  Building  in 
Washington.  The  drive  was  announced  exactly 
one  year  after  a  school-yard  shooting  in  Stock- 
ton,  Calif.  Five  children  were  killed,  and  29  oth¬ 
ers,  along  with  one  teacher,  were  wounded  in 
that  incident.  Michael  K.  Beard,  a  United 
Methodist  and  president  of  the  Coalition  to 
Stop  Gun  Violence,  which  is  heading  the  drive 
for  a  ban,  said,  “We  need  a  president  of  the 
United  States  with  the  courage  and  the  vision  to 
call  for  an  outright  ban  and  to  make  it  clear  he 
will  sign  such  legislation.” 

PASTOR'S  HOME  DEFACED: 

Stickers  emblazoned  with  Nazi  swastikas,  skulls 
and  crossbones,  and  racial  epithets  were  found 
Jan.  13  on  the  home  of  the  Rev.  Cecil  A.  Wil¬ 
liams,  senior  pastor  of  Glide  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  San  Francisco.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  said  he  is  “deeply  hurt”  by  the  acts  of 
vandalism  but  wouldn’t  be  deterred  from  fight¬ 
ing  such  acts  of  hate.  Police  said  the  stickers 
were  designed  by  a  Lincoln,  Neb.,  organization 
calling  itself  “New  Order  Publications.” 

INVASION  CRITICIZED:  The  Latin 

American  Council  of  Churches  has  issued  a 
harsh  letter  to  Christians  in 
the  United  States  denounc¬ 
ing  the  U.S.  invasion  of 
Panama.  The  letter,  signed 
by  Methodist  Bishop  Fre- 
derico  Pagura  of  Argentina, 
council  president,  accuses 
U.S.  churches  of  tolerating 
and  justifying  the  invasion 
in  some  cases.  The  message  Thom  Fassett 
was  written  despite  statements  from  several  in¬ 
fluential  U.S.  church  groups  condemning  the 
Dec.  20  invasion.  One  of  the  strongest  criti¬ 
cisms  came  from  the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

REQUEST  DENIED:  Several  Ameri¬ 
can  Jewish  leaders  have  accused  Archbishop 
Desmond  Tutu  of  South  Africa  of  insensitivity 
for  urging  Jews  to  pray  for  perpetrators  of  the 
Nazi  Holocaust.  After  viewing  the  Yad  Vashem 
Holocaust  Memorial  in  Jerusalem,  the  Nobel 
Peace  laureate  suggested  that  descendants  of  the 
Holocaust  victims  “might  pray  for  those  who 
made  it  happen. . . .  Help  us  to  forgive  them.” 


FEW  SIGNS  OF  LIFE:  a  sociologist 
says  the  Religious  Right  is  entering  the  1990s 
sharply  weaker  than  it  began  the  1980s.  Steve 
Bruce,  author  of  “The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  New 
Christian  Right,”  told  “Christianity  Today” 
magazine  that  the  New  Christian  Right  has. 
failed  to  achieve  any  significant  legislative  suc¬ 
cess.  He  said  it  has  also  failed  in  its  main  goal  of 
re-Christianizing  America. 

HOLD  THE  TITLES,  PLEASE:  a 

popular  lecturer  told  a  recent  conference  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of  Kenya  that  ti¬ 
tles  such  as  “bishop,”  “moderator”  and  “pro¬ 
fessor”  keep  a  distance  between  church  leaders 
and  the  people  they  are  trying  to  serve.  Dr. 
Samuel  Gatere,  a  psychiatrist  who  has  written 
several  books  on  family  life,  said  official  titles 
are  enemies  of  the  spiritual  humanity  and  wis¬ 
dom  necessary  for  an  effective  preacher  of 
God’s  good  news. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMs  lead  E.  Germany  toward  democracy 

Clergyman  moderates  reformers'  roundtable  in  hopes  of  avoiding  violence 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

EAST  BERLIN— An  East  Ger¬ 
man  United  Methodist  minister 
is  playing  a  vital  role  in  efforts  to 
save  his  country’s  anti-commu¬ 
nist  revolution  from  chaos  and 
violence. 

The  Rev.  Martin  Lange,  pastor 
of  the  160-member  Friedens- 
kirche  (Peace  Church)  in  East 
Berlin,  is  one  of  three  co-modera¬ 
tors  of  top-level  “roundtable” 
discussions  between  opponents 


of  East  Germany’s  discredited 
Communist  government. 

Mr.  Lange,  57,  is  also  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  East  Germany’s  nation¬ 
al  council  of  Protestant  churches. 

That  position  earned  him,  an 
invitation  in  November  from 
anti-communist  leaders  to  join 
two  other  church  leaders — a  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  bishop  and  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
the  largest  East  German  church 
body — as  co-chairs  of  the  weekly 
“roundtable.” 

Mr.  Lange  said  the  "roundta- 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

EAST  BERLIN — The  Rev.  Martin  Lange  (center)  greets  two  of 
his  parishioners  after  recent  Sunday  worship  at  the  Friedens- 
kirche  (Peace  Church).  Immediately  after  this  photo  was  taken, 
Mr.  Lange  left  to  serve  communion  to  two  elderly  homebound 
members.  The  clergyman  maintains  pastoral  duties  in  addition 
to  his  top-level  involvement  with  reform  in  East  Germany. 


ble”  has  two  basic  aims: 

<f  Coordinate  opposition  deal¬ 
ings  with  the  Communist  govern¬ 
ment. 

/  Help  the  19  participating 
anti-communist  groups  prepare 
for  national  elections  May  6. 

The  challenge  of  preparing  for 
the  election,  he  said,  is  getting 
the  19  “splinter”  groups,  each 
with  its  own  agenda,  to  form  few¬ 
er  coalitions  or  political  parties. 

Otherwise,  he  said,  East  Ger¬ 
man  voters  would  face  an  impos¬ 
sible  number  of  choices  on 
election  day.  The  likely  outcome 
in  that  event  would  be  that  the 
Communist  Party  would  retain 
political  dominance. 

'New  situation'  emerges 

In  an  exclusive  interview,  Mr. 
Lange  said  that  the  prominent 
role  he  and  other  church  leaders 
are  playing  in  East  Germany’s 
so-called  “new  situation”  can  be 
explained  by  two  factors: 

■  First,  the  church  was  trusted 
“as  a  place  where  people  could  dis¬ 
cuss  problems  that  they  couldn’t 
discuss  elsewhere,  including  being 
critical  of  the  government. 

“The  relationship  between 
church  and  state  has  been  very 
open  and  very  critical,”  Mr. 
Lange  said.  “If  it  hadn’t  been,  we 
wouldn’t  have  the  credibility  that 
we  have  today.” 

■  Second,  the  church  has  been 
the  one  institution  in  East  Ger¬ 
many  that  has  “worked”  when 


others  were  failing. 

“Very  often  we’ve  helped  peo¬ 
ple  solve  problems  that  they 
couldn’t  get  solved  by  govern¬ 
ment  agencies,”  Mr.  Lange  said. 

He  cited  examples  of  helping 
students  continue  their  education 
and  getting  conscientious  objector 
status  for  young  people  subject  to 
being  drafted  into  the  military. 

“East  Germany  was  the  first 
country  in  the  Soviet  bloc  to 
make  provision  for  people  to 
serve  without  weapons,  largely 
through  the  influence  of  the 
church,”  Mr.  Lange  pointed  out. 

Mr.  Lange  emphasized  that  a 
key  role  of  the  church  in  the  “new 
situation”  is  to  promote  reconcili- ' 
ation  among  all  factions  and  to  en¬ 
courage  a  non-violent  solution  to 
East  Germany’s  problems. 

“It’s  a  very  dangerous  situation,” 
he  said,  commenting  on  the  cur¬ 
rent  instability  in  East  Germany. 

Words  prove  prophetic 

One  week  after  making  that 
comment  during  the  interview, 
Mr.  Lange’s  warning  proved  pro¬ 
phetic.  A  massive  demonstration 
Jan.  15  at  the  East  Berlin  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  national  secret  po¬ 
lice  turned  violent  and  interrupt¬ 
ed  the  regular  weekly  roundtable 
meeting. 

“I  suggested  to  the  opposition 
groups  that  they  go  immediately 
to  the  state  security  police  build¬ 
ing  to  calm  things  down,”  Mr. 


Faith  and 
Freedom 


German  United  Methodists 
face  the  ‘New  Situation’ 

First  in  a  series 


Lange  told  the  Reporter  by  tele- 
phone.  Group  leaders  took  his 
suggestion  and  helped  end  the 
demonstration. 

He  said  that  he  and  the  other 
two  moderators  remained  behind 
to  map  out  steps  for  coping  with 
the  unwelcome  development. 

"It  is  very  important  that  our 
reformation  of  society  goes  for¬ 
ward  non-vioiently.  It  was  a  very 
dangerous  situation,  but  there’s  a 
very  relaxed,  a  very  good  atmo¬ 
sphere  now.  We’re  in  agreement 
that  violence  is  not  the  way  to 
solve  our  problems.” 


Pastor's  ties  to  church  strong 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

EAST  BERLIN— Top-level 
political  responsibilities  haven’t 
caused  the  Rev.  Martin  Lange  to 
relax  his  pastoral  ties  to  his  con¬ 
gregation. 

The  160-member  Friedens- 
kirche  is  the  largest  of  nine  United 
Methodist  churches  in  East  Berlin. 

Mr.  Lange  continues  to  preach 
each  Sunday  to  a  congregation, 
averaging  60  worshipers.  Follow¬ 
ing  worship  on  a  recent  Sunday, 


he  took  Holy  Communion  to  two 
elderly  parishioners  who  were 
unable  to  come  to  church. 

“It’s  a  great  help  to  me  to  be 
involved  with  a  congregation  and 
have  regular  contact  with  normal 
people  in  the  church,”  Mr.  Lange 
told  the  Reporter. 

“I  enjoy  very  much  to  preach 
and  to  look  after  the  lonely.  The 
congregation  is  a  fixed  point  in  my 
life  that  enables  me  to  do  these 
other  things.” 

Mr.  Lange  gave  credit  to  his 


wife,  Eveline,  for  being  an  unof¬ 
ficial  co-pastor  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  She  doesn’t  work  outside 
the  home,  he  said,  so  she  is  avail¬ 
able  to  people  when  he  is  tied 
down  with  political  responsibil¬ 
ities  to  the  “roundtable.” 

“My  wife's  and  my  common 
task  is  to  serve  the  church,”  Mr. 
Lange  said.  “But  you  can’t  do  what 
we  do  without  others.  A  key  word 
in  my  vocabulary  is  ‘fellowship.’  ” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


German  UMs'  influence  linked  to  ecumenical  efforts 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DRESDEN,  East  Germany — 
The  Rev.  Martin  Lange  is  not  the 
only  East  German  United  Meth¬ 
odist  playing  an  active  role  in 
that  country’s  “new  situation” 
(see  related  story  above). 

In  fact,  with  only  26,000  mem¬ 
bers  out  of  5.1  million  Protestant 
Christians  in  East  Germany, 
United  Methodists  probably 
wield  a  disproportionate  level  of 
influence  in  the  revolution  occur¬ 
ring  in  that  country. 

That’s  the  view  of  Bishop  Rue- 
diger  Minor,  episcopal  leader  of 


East  German  United  Methodism. 

Bishop  Minor  himself  is  one  ex¬ 
planation  for  that  participation. 

“I  try  to  encourage  people  to 
be  active,”  Bishop  Minor  said. 
"That  can  cause  tensions  in  a 
congregation,  but  we  need  to  talk 
about  things  and  to  remember 
our  social  principles  as  United 
Methodists.” 

He  said  he  encourages  congre¬ 
gations  to  continue  to  play  their 
traditional  role  of  giving  “conso¬ 
lation"  to  people  in  spiritual  and 
personal  need,  particularly  dur¬ 
ing  his  nation’s  time  of  societal 
upheaval. 


But,  he  said,  the  church  needs 
continually  to  ask  itself  if  its  pi¬ 
ety  is  “a  hindrance  to  involve¬ 
ment”  in  larger  social  problems. 

Beyond  such  exhortations 
rooted  in  traditional  Wesleyan 
concern  for  others.  Bishop  Minor 
said  that  United  Methodism's 
historic  ecumenical  ties  are  the 
primary  reason  for  the  church’s 
disproportionate  influence  in  the 
“new  situation.” 

“Even  in  places  where  United 
Methodists  are  a  considerable  mi¬ 
nority,  it’s  very  likely  that  a  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor  is  the  local  ecumeni¬ 
cal  leader,”  Bishop  Minor  said. 


He  said  that  such  ties  and  lead¬ 
ership  have  amplified  United 
Methodist  participation  in  the 
“new  situation,”  particularly  since 
the  roots  of  that  situation  can  be 
partly  traced  to  three  ecumenical 
gatherings  in  1988  and  1989. 

Nineteen  denominations  (“the 
widest  representation  we’ve  ever 
had  in  East  Germany”)  participat¬ 
ed  in  a  series  of  events  that  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  theme,  “Justice, 
Peace  and  the  Integrity  of  Cre¬ 
ation,”  Bishop  Minor  said. 

That  theme  is  a  primary  em¬ 
phasis  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  and  will  be  the  focal 


point  of  a  major  world  ecumeni¬ 
cal  gathering  sponsored  by  the 
WCC  in  March  in  Korea. 

"These  meetings  were  of  a  very 
high  level  of  expertise  and  pro¬ 
vided  a  blueprint  for  new  think¬ 
ing  and  new  possibilities  for 
today,"  Bishop  Minor  said. 

He  said  he  and  other  United 
Methodists  were  “very  heavily 
involved”  in  those  ecumenical 
meetings  and  are  pleased  to  see 
the  fruits  of  their  efforts  being 
discussed  at  national  and  region¬ 
al  “roundtables.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Paralyzed  man  shares  his  faith  in  the  flick  of  an  eyebrow 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Monte  Briner  expresses  his  faith 
by  twitching  his  right  eyebrow. 

That’s  his  only  muscle  not  para¬ 
lyzed  by  amyotropic  lateral  sclero¬ 
sis,  commonly  known  as  Lou 
Gehrig’s  disease. 

But  while  his  body  is  immobi¬ 
lized,  his  life  is  not,  thanks  to  his 
own  determination  and  the  support 
of  Christ  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Deerfield,  Ill. 

The  Rev.  A.P.  “Chub”  Weath- 
erby  Jr.,  pastor,  tells  of  Mr.  Briner’s 
experience: 
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Participate  with  an  author-artist-in-res- 
idence  developing  user-friendly  man¬ 
uals.  To  get  the  most  out  of  a  book 
help  write  and  test  one  for  two  weeks. 

•  Titles:  Creative  Change: 

Love;  Insight;  Growth;  Power. 

•  Advent  Story:  Passion  Story. 

•  Attitudes  Of  The  Beatitudes; 

The  Master  Of  The  Mount 
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Box  145  Greencastle,  IN  46135 
Call  collect:  (317)  653-8642 


“Monte  came  to  us  about  four 
years  ago,  looking  for  a  pastor  and  a 
congregation  to  help  him  see  this 
disease  through.  We’ve  been  ‘walk¬ 
ing’  along  together  all  that  time,  and 
■it’s  been  an  incredible  faith  journey 
for  him  and  for  the  congregation.” 

Disease  found  in  1984 

Mr.  Briner  was  diagnosed  with 
Lou  Gehrig’s  disease  in  1984.  Total 
disability  followed  in  1987.  A  year 
later,  when  his  breathing  muscles 
became  paralyzed,  he  was  connect¬ 
ed  to  a  ventilator. 

Today  a  machine  breathes  for 
him;  a  tube  brings  nourishment  di¬ 
rectly  into  his  body;  and  he  has 
around-the-clock  nursing  care. 

His  wife,  Debbie,  said  that  except 
for  the  paralysis,  which  has  stabi¬ 
lized,  Mr.  Briner  is  healthy  and 
mentally  alert. 

“Around  Christmas  everybody  in 
the  house  had  colds  except  Monte,” 
she  said. 

Such  a  disability  was  at  first  dev¬ 
astating  to  the  47-year-old  man  who 
had  been  a  star  football  player  and 
wrestler  in  high  school. 

An  even  greater  frustration  for 
the  former  marketing  executive — 
whose  income  once  ran  into  six  fig¬ 
ures — was  the  inability  to  commu¬ 
nicate  normally. 

Instead  of  succumbing  to  despair, 
Mr.  Briner  has  persevered,  especial¬ 


ly  in  his  means  of  communication. 

Eyebrow  runs  computer 

Mr.  Briner  uses  his  eyebrow  mus¬ 
cle  to  activate  a  headset  connected 
to  a  special  computer.  It’s  designed 
to  help  disabled  people  communi¬ 
cate. 

Each  twitch  of  the  headset  moves 
a  computer  indicator  to  spell  out 
words  on  a  screen.  Composing  a  let¬ 
ter  takes  hours. 

Yet  the  Briners  are  grateful  for  the 
computer.  It  allows  Mr.  Briner  to  ex¬ 
press  gratitude  for  support  of  the 
members  of  Christ  UMC. 

“Our  pastor,  ‘Chub’  Weatherby, 
likes  to  refer  to  the  congregation  of 
Christ  United  Methodist  as  ‘our 
church  family,’  ”  reads  Mr.  Briner’s 
“interview”  letter  for  the  Reporter, 
written  all  in  capitals. 

“The  Briners  can  vouch  for  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  that  statement;  we’ve  seen 
our  church  family  in  action,  and  it’s, 
indeed,  something  special. 

“For  over  two  years,  two  dinners 
a  week  have  been  delivered  to  our 
home.  When  it  snows,  our  side¬ 
walks  and  driveway  somehow,  mag¬ 
ically,  get  shoveled.  One  member  of 
our  church  family  designated  him¬ 
self  our  house  handyman.  Another 
put  up  our  outside  Christmas  lights. 

Outings  arranged 

“I’ve  been  driven  to  [Chicago] 


Cubs  games  and  weekly  [Chicago] 
Bears  practices.  With  the  help  of 
members  of  our  church  family.  I’ve 
been  able  to  do  my  own  shopping  for 
Christmas  and  birthdays, 

"We’ve  been  serenaded  at  home 
by  the  'Gospel  Pearls'  and  Christ¬ 
mas  carolers.  I  was  deeply  touched 
when  over  20  young  smiling  faces 
appeared  in  my  family  room  to  sing 
up  a  storm  one  sunny  Sunday 
morning. 

“Every  day  my  wife,  Debbie,  and  I 
deal  with  the  hard  reality  of  a  serious 
illness  that  impacts  our  entire  family. 
We  are  realistic  but  not  pessimistic. 
We  try  to  never  waste  a  good  day  by 
making  it  a  bad  one. 

“And  how  has  our  church  family 
responded?  With  caring  and  concern. 
With  love  and  compassion.  With  sup¬ 
port  in  word  and  deed. 

"What  a  wonderful  lesson  for  our 
daughters,  Emily,  9,  and  Elizabeth. 
5,  ...  to  see  the  loving,  generous 
side  of  people,  to  see  there  is  joy  in 
giving.” 

Letters  similar  to  this  one  arrive 
periodically  at  Christ  UMC,  Mr. 
Weatherby  said.  The  most  recent 
one  came  at  Thanksgiving.  It  says 
that  the  Briner  family  counts  the 
congregation  among  its  greatest 
blessings. 

What  Mr.  Briner  seems  oblivious 
to,  his  pastor  said,  is  what  a  blessing 
it  has  been  for  the  congregation  to 


care  for  the  Briners. 

"He's  simply  amazing  and  so  is 
Debbie,”  Mr.  Weatherby  said.  “He 


has  a  wonderful  spirit  in  the  face  of 
all  this  hardship.  He’s  a  superb 
man.” 
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VACANCY  FOR  MINISTER  OF  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  (ordained  or  diaconal)  for  1600-member 
university  church.  Total  package  $25,000  in¬ 
cludes  housing.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Karen  Van- 
noy,  2409  Guadalupe,  Austin,  TX  78705.  Inter¬ 
views  will  begin  in  February. 

VISITING  ENGLAND?  CHRISTIAN  COUPLE 

invites  guests.  Comfortable  warm  home  in  Robin 
Hood  country,  Nottinghamshire.  We  offer  help 
and  advice  and  will  meet  you  at  airport.  Bed  and 
breakfast  10  pounds.  Details:  Ken  Hawkins,  12 
Camboume  Gardens,  Ravcnshead,  Nottingham, 
England. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PL\Y.  Eu¬ 

ropean  tours:  July  12-24,  August  14-25.  Con¬ 
firmed  tickets.  Host  experienced  1 2  years.  Write. 
Rev,  Ralph  Lawrence.  4192  Tattenham.  Boise, 
ID  83704. 

TWO  RCA  TK76  TELEVISION  CAMERAS,  each 

with  Fujinon-TV  Z  1:1.7/95-133  lens  with  cables 
and  grips.  4"  viewfinder,  CCU,  IFU.  and  1 50’  ca¬ 
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ton,  Tulsa,  OK  74 1 1 9,  (9 1 8)  583-5 1 8 1 . 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  CCOM  PROGRAM 
Staff,  Alabama-West  Florida  Conference,  with  spe¬ 
cial  emphasis  on  the  ethnic  local  church.  Salary  to 
be  based  on  one’s  education,  experience  and  work¬ 
ing  knowledge  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

P.O.  Drawer  700.  Andalusia,  AL  36420.  Deadline 
for  receiving  resumes  is  February  16,  1990. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 

Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 

ORGANIST/ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  OF  Mu¬ 
sic  Ministries.  Attractive  salary  and  benefits.  Ex¬ 
cellent  private  teaching  opportunities.  Church 
has  large  program  of  choral  and  handbell  ensem¬ 
bles.  Inquire:  Box  337,  Canyon,  TX  79016. 

week,  $450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability. 
Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville. 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

THE  GENERAL  BOARD  OF  PENSIONS* 

SEEKING  PART-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 
to  bring  leadership/focus  to  small  town  youth 
group.  15  current  members,  45+  potential. 
Adult  assistance  and  prayer  available.  Reply  to: 
Oxford  UMC,  Market  and  Addison,  Oxford,  PA 
19363. 
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strong  generalist  background  in  all  areas  of  hu¬ 
man  resources  including  benefits,  compensation, 
employment,  employee  relations,  training  and 
development  and  will  be  responsible  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  overseeing  the  planning,  development, 
implementation  and  coordination  of  all  human 
resources  policies  and  programs;  working  along¬ 
side  of  management  to  achieve  organization  goals 
and  employee  development;  ensuring  compliance 
with  EtOC  regulations  and  strong  commitment 
to  local  affirmative  action  plan.  Qualified  candi¬ 
dates  must  possess  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  human 
resources  or  related  field(  master  s  degree  pre¬ 
ferred)  and  a  minimum  of  four  years  human  re- 
sources  experience  with  at  least  two  years  at  a  di¬ 
rector  level.  Send  resume  along  with  salary 
history  to:  Linda  Bishop,  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions,  1200  Davis  Street,  Evanston,  1L  60201. 
Apply  by  February  14. 

EXPERIENCE  EXCITING  EASTERN  EU¬ 

ROPE:  East  Germany,  Czechoslovakia.  Hungary, 
plus  Oberammergau  Passion  Play.  August  9-23. 
Rev.  Ed.  McRae,  18523  Avline  Ave.,  Artesia,  CA 
90701.(213)  860-1309. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  SANDY  SPRINGS  U.M.C.. 
86  Mt.  Vernon  Hwy.,  Atlanta,  GA  30328.  Dr.  Rob¬ 
ert  Allred,  Pastor.  (404)  255-1181. 

"AND  ARE  WE  YET  ALIVE”  by  Bishop  Rich¬ 

ard  Wilke.  List  $6.95  reduced  to  $4.50.. .hurry! 
Limited  quantity  available.  Great  for  group 
study.  (918)  775-2538. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

^connections 

SENDING  FORTH:  For  the  first  time 
since  1983,  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  sending  a  U.S. 
missionary  couple  to  the  Protestant  Church  of 
Algeria.  The  Rev.  Steven  H.  Dickie  and  his 
wife.  Faith,  left  Jan.  8  for  three  months  of 
French  studies  at  the  Protestant  Language  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Le  Chambon,  France.  They  are  due  to  ar¬ 
rive  in  Algiers  April  9.  Mr.  Dickie  is  former 
minister  of  missions  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.  The  Dickies  will  join  the 
Rev.  Matomba  and  Kona  Kayij  of  Zaire,  sent 
by  the  board  as  International  Persons  in  Mis¬ 
sion  in  October  1988. 

CONFIRMATION  EYED:  Confirma¬ 
tion  as  a  rite  now  practiced  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  was  called  into  question  dur¬ 
ing  a  discussion  of  baptism  and  related  issues 
Jan.  11.  No  definite  action  was  taken  by  a 
churchwide  committee  studying  baptism.  But 
the  Rev.  Gayle  C.  Felton,  a  professor  at  Duke 
University  Divinity  School  in  Durham,  N.C., 
and  a  committee  member,  said,  “Methodists 
typically  mix  understandings  of  confirmation 
from  Lutheran  and  Roman  Catholic  traditions, 
and  we  do  not  know  what  we  have.”  Other  is¬ 
sues  related  to  baptism  considered  by  the  panel 
included  church  membership,  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per,  rebaptism  and  liturgical  rituals. 

CALL  TO  EVANGELISM:  United 

Methodism  must  do  a  better  job  of  “calling  our 
congregations  to  accountabil¬ 
ity”  in  evangelism.  Bishop 
George  W.  Bashore  (Pitts¬ 
burg  Area)  said.  The  remark 
was  part  of  his  keynote  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  church’s  recent 
biennial  Congress  on  Evange¬ 
lism.  At  one  time,  annual 
conference  meetings  included 
"reporting  on  how  congrega-  Bishop  Bashore 
tions  were  being  faithful  to  the  call  of  Jesus 
Christ,”  Bishop  Bashore  said.  Today,  such  sessions 
are  spent  discussing  administrative  matters. 

'YOUTH  '91':  An  international  gather¬ 
ing  of  United  Methodist  youths  is  scheduled 
Aug.  5-9,  1991,  at  the  University  of  Missouri  in 
Columbia.  Sponsored  jointly  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization,  the  event  is  to  include 
the  youth  organization’s  biennial  convocation 
and  legislative  assembly.  Planners  expect  5,000 
youths  and  adult  workers  with  youths. 

NEW  APPOINTMENT:  The  Rev. 
Donna  MortonStout,  an  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  in  Washington  since  1986, 
has  announced  she  will  leave  the  post  in  June  to 
accept  an  appointment  in  the  Louisville  Annual 
Conference.  Ms.  MortonStout  is  a  clergy  mem¬ 
ber  of  that  annual  conference. 

PAPAL  AUDIENCE:  The  president  of 


Miners'  affluence  or  corporate  duty? 

Church  leaders'  perspectives  differ  on  what's  at  stake  in  Mine  Workers'  strike 


By  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

The  Rev.  Donald  G.  Hill  Sr., 
pastor  of  Clintwood  (Va.)  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  a  coal¬ 
miner’s  son. 

The  soft-spoken  minister  grew 
up  in  a  union  family  and  recalls 
the  1930s  when  the  miners’ 
union  was  organizing. 

He  remembers  coalfield  vio¬ 
lence  and  hard-fought  struggles 
for  miners’  justice:  for  better 
wages,  safer  mines  and  adequate 
medical  care. 

But,  Mr.  Hill  says,  the  current 
conflict  between  Pittston  Coal 
Co.  and  the  mine  workers’  union 
“is  not  a  social  justice  issue.” 

“As  I  understand  it,  justice  is  for 
the  poor,”  Mr.  Hill  said.  “I  don’t 
see  this  as  a  poor/rich  issue  . . . 
These  [the  miners]  are  affluent 
people  who  want  to  stay  affluent.” 

Joe  Lee  Baker,  editor  of  the 
Clintwood-based  “Cumberland 
Times”  weekly  newspaper,  indi¬ 
rectly  corroborated  Mr.  Hill’s  ob¬ 
servation. 

Mr.  Baker  wholeheartedly 
backs  the  union  in  its  conflict 
with  Pittston.  But  he  said  that  a 


The  Church 
and  the 
Coal  Strike 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  special  re¬ 
port  is  the  second  in  a  series  on 
the  involvement  of  religious 
leaders  and  church  agencies  in 
the  United  Mine  Workers'  strike 
against  Pittston  Coal  Co. 


typical  miner  can  expect  to  make 
$700-$800  per  week. 

“Add  his  wife’s  income  to  that, 
and  it  isn’t  unusual  for  a  union 
family  to  make  $50,000-860,000 
a  year,”  he  said, 
y 

A  different  perspective 

United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  Boyd  Grove  (West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Area),  listed  as  one  of  300 
religious  leaders  who  endorsed  a 
widely  circulated  statement  call¬ 
ing  for  people  of  faith  to  “stand 
for  justice”  in  solidarity  with  the 
miners,  differs  with  Mr.  Hill’s 
perspective  (see  UMR,  Jan.  19). 


Bishop  Grove  sees  the  justice  is¬ 
sue  first  as  a  matter  of  Pittston’s 
keeping  its  promises — contained 
in  previously  negotiated  agree¬ 
ments  dating  back  to  1950 — to 
provide  retirement  and  medical 
benefits  to  union  workers. 

But  the  larger  justice  issue,  he 
said,  can  be  grasped  by  asking, 
“What  will  be  the  effect  if  those 
benefits  are  removed?” 

“These  people  no  longer  will 
have  a  basic  protection,”  he  said. 

Among  other  things,  he  said, 
Pittston’s  decision  to  let  those 
benefits  lapse  for  1,500  retirees 
and  their  widows  in  January  1988 
“sets  a  low  for  irresponsibility  in 
labor  relations.” 

Yet  another  perspective  on  the 
justice  question  was  offered  by 
Bishop  Clay  Lee  (Holston  Area). 
Bishop  Lee  said  he  has  heard  the 
“affluence  argument”  that  Mr.  Hill 
mentioned  but  hasn’t  been  im¬ 
pressed  by  it. 

Those  most  affected  by  the  cut¬ 
back  of  benefits — retired  miners 
and  their  widows — are  not  afflu¬ 
ent,  he  said,  adding  that  these  peo¬ 
ple  “have  suffered  greatly”  during 
the  strike. 

Although  convinced  that  the 
strike  is  for  a  just  cause  and  that 


Pittston  Coal  Co.  has  conducted 
itself  irresponsibly,  none  of  the 
religious  leaders  contacted  by  the 
Reporter  indicated  they  had 
talked  with  Pittston  people  in  an 
effort  to  understand  that  organi¬ 
zation’s  position. 

In  fact,  every  query  of  individ¬ 
uals  about  how  they  obtained  in¬ 
formation  about  strike-related 
issues  led  to  an  “I  got  it  from 
somebody  else”  reply.  And  the 
Rev.  James  Sessions  was  the  most 
frequently  named  “somebody.” 

Mr.  Sessions,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister,  is  director  of  the 
Commission  on  Religion  in  Appa¬ 
lachia  based  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

However,  Mr.  Sessions  told  the 
Reporter  that  he  personally  had 
not  contacted  Pittston  people,  al¬ 
though  “organizationally  we’ve 
had  contact,”  primarily  via  a  fe¬ 
male  outreach  worker  who  lives 
in  the  coalfield  region,  he  said. 

The  person  he  named,  Tena 
Willemsma,  could  not  be  reached 
for  comment. 

Good  general  principle 

The  Rev.  George  Ogle,  staff 
member  with  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  based  in  Washington 
and  endorser  of  the  “stand  for  jus¬ 
tice”  statement,  conceded  that  it’s 
important  “in  general”  for  the  reli¬ 
gious  community  to  spend  time 
with  management  as  well  as  with 
workers  when  questions  arise 
about  unjust  labor  practices. 

In  the  Pittston  case,  he  said,  he 
and  others  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  community  had  not,  to  his 
knowledge,  made  such  an  effort. 

“We’re  following  the  lead  of 
colleagues  we  trust  in  this  case,” 
he  said.  He  cited  the  three  advo¬ 
cacy  agencies  that  circulated  the 
“solidarity"  statement” — Justice 
for  Pittston  Miners.  Interfaith 
Action  for  Economic  Justice,  and 
the  Commission  on  Religion  in 
Appalachia  (see  UMR,  Jan.  19). 

However,  Susan  Copeland,  a 
spokeswoman  for  Pittston  offices 
in  Lebanon,  Va.,  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that,  to  her  knowledge,  none  of 
those  groups  had  contacted  Pitt¬ 
ston. 

The  only  effort  by  the  religious 
community  to  hear  Pittston’s  side, 
she  said,  was  a  four-person  team 
that  visited  in  late  August.  No 
United  Methodists  were  members 
of  that  team. 

She  noted  that  the  eight-page  re- 


The  Rev.  Donald  G.  Hill  Sr.,  a 
United  Methodist  minister, 
says  he  believes  the  United 
Mine  Workers'  strike  against 
Pittston  Coal  Co.  is  a  case  of 
"affluent  people  who  want  to 
stay  affluent." 

port  that  resulted  from  the  team’s 
visits  with  both  Pittston  and 
union  people  sided  with  the  union 
and  contained  errors  that  made  its 
conclusions  suspect. 

For  example,  she  said,  the  re¬ 
port  misidentified  the  type  of 
coal  that  Pittston  mines.  That’s 
an  important  consideration,  she 
said,  in  understanding  the  com¬ 
pany’s  overhead  since  Pittston 
mines  coal  for  metallurgical  use 
that’s  “the  most  difficult  and  ex¬ 
pensive”  to  obtain. 

The  company  contends  that  this 
comparative  high  cost  of  coal  re¬ 
trieval  is  one  factor  in  its  efforts  to 
contain  costs  by  limiting  the  health 
and  pension  benefits.  That,  in  turn, 
became  the  central  public  issue  in 
the  strike. 

“The  union  has  made  this  a 
win-lose  situation,”  she  said. 
“We  view  it  as  a  partnership  situ¬ 
ation.  If  we  win,  the  union  wins. 
We’re  not  trying  to  break  the 
union.” 

“What  about  justice  for  the 
company?”  she  asked. 

Next:  Did  the  church's  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  strike  promote  or  al¬ 
leviate  the  conflict i  How 
effective  was  that  involvement  in 
settling  the  strike ? 


Pickets  contend  coal  company 
seeks  to  break  miners'  union 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

One  hundred  ministers  in 
Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  are 
among  the  most  intense  com¬ 
batants  in  the  religious  commu¬ 
nity’s  battle  for  justice  in  the 
Appalachian  coalfields. 

Their  intensity,  shown  by 
their  regular  picketing  of  the 
Pittston  Coal  Co.’s  corporate 
headquarters  in  Greenwich, 
Conn.,  arises  partly  from  their 
belief  that  Pittston  is  trying  to 
do  precisely  what  it  publicly  has 
denied:  break  the  union. 

That’s  the  view  of  Pat  Speer, 
a  community  organizer  hired  by 
the  United  Mine  Workers  to  co¬ 
ordinate  the  union’s  strike  ef¬ 
forts  in  Greenwich. 

Mr.  Speer’s  efforts  have  been 
aimed  primarily  at  organizing 
the  religious  community  in  sup¬ 


port  of  the  mine  workers.  He 
commended  area  clergy  mem¬ 
bers  for  their  energy  and  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  miners’  cause. 

He  also  said  that  a  seldom- 
mentioned  topic  is  the  “real” 
justice  issue  in  the  strike  and  a 
focal  point  of  the  Greenwich 
ministers’  efforts. 

He  said  that  for  about  five 
years  Pittston’s  corporate  man¬ 
agers  have  been  quietly  trans¬ 
ferring  some  assets  and  coal 
operations  to  newly  created 
non-union  subsidiaries. 

This  process,  called  “double- 
breasting,”  is  not  illegal  under 
labor  laws,  he  said. 

However,  he  continued,  it  al¬ 
lows  the  company  to  circum¬ 
vent  dealings  with  the  union 
and,  left  unchecked,  will  even¬ 
tually  drive  the  union  out  of 
business. 


He  said  he  doesn’t  believe 
Pittston  officials  in  southwest¬ 
ern  Virginia  necessarily  are  ly¬ 
ing  when  they  claim  that  they 
themselves  aren’t  trying  to 
“break  the  union.” 

But,  he  said,  their  Greenwich 
“bosses’  ”  behind-the-scenes  ac¬ 
tivities  are  doing  the  dirty  work 
for  them. 

“The  company  is  trying  to  be 
a  renegade,  to  go  it  alone  in  an 
industry  that  requires  a  lot  of 
stability  and  cooperation,”  Mr. 
Speer  said. 

Hence,  he  said,  viewing  the 
“justice  issue”  merely  in  terms  of 
miners'  income  is  misleading. 

What’s  “scary,”  he  said,  is  that, 
“if  you  beat  middle-class  people 
like  the  United  Mine  Workers, 
you  can  beat  anybody.” 

STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


the  British  Methodist  Church,  the  Rev.  John  J. 
Vincent,  had  a  personal  audience  in  Rome  with 
Pope  John  Paul  II  at  the  close  of  1989.  The  last 
previous  British  Methodist  president  to  have  an 
audience  with  the  pope  was  the  Rev.  Gordon  E. 
Barritt  in  1985. 

UNIVERSITY  SENATE:  The  panel 

charged  with  reviewing  and  listing  educational  in¬ 
stitutions  related  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church  met  in  New  Orleans  this  month  to  contin¬ 
ue  defining  and  documenting  its  operational 
guidelines,  policies  and  review  practices.  The  25- 
member  University  Senate  also  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  plan  its  centennial  celebration  for  1992. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Coverage 

delayed 

EDITOR’S  NOTE: 
Additional  coverage  of 
the  United  Methodist 
“Health,  Wholeness 
and  Spirituality”  sym¬ 
posium,  originally 
scheduled  for  this  is¬ 
sue,  has  been  delayed 
because  of  late-break¬ 
ing  events.  The  reports 
will  appear  in  a  future 
issue. 
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UMCOR  disaster  volunteers  respond  quickly 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

EULESS,  Texas. — When  an  earth¬ 
quake  hit  Northern  California  Jan. 
16,  Nancy  Fickbohm  of  San  Rafael, 
Calif.,  was  in  a  two-day  training  ses¬ 
sion  with  a  dozen  other  United 
Methodist  disaster  response  consul¬ 
tants. 

These  people  were  recruited  last 
year  by  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  to  be  on  call  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  agency  when  a  disaster 
strikes  anywhere  in  the  Methodist 
connection. 

After  learning  that  the  earthquake 
registered  5.8  on  the  Richter  scale, 
Ms.  Fickbohm  immediately  called 
the  Rev.  Craig  S.  Paterson,  assigned 
by  the  Califomia-Nevada  Annual 
Conference  to  assist  in  disaster  .re¬ 
sponse. 

Within  15  minutes,  she  had  also 
called  officials  in  the  conference's 
Shasta  District  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  churches  in  Northern  California. 
Each  pastor  reported  no  injuries  or 
property  damages. 

Wide  knowledge  needed 

Knowing  exactly  what  to  do  when 
a  disaster  strikes  is  just  part  of  the 
qualifications  of  a  volunteer  disaster 
response  consultant,  said  Lloyd  Rol¬ 
lins,  executive  secretary  for  emer¬ 
gency  response  at  the  relief 
committee. 

“They  have  been  trained  by  UM¬ 
COR  and  other  agencies  like  the  Red 
Cross,  Church  World  Service  and  the 
Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency,”  he  said.  “Each  has  experi¬ 
enced  a  major  disaster,  and  they  each 
have  worked  through  all  its  stages.” 

Mr.  Rollins  said  response  consul¬ 
tants  are  expected  to  know: 

✓  Counseling  and  pastoral  care. 

/  Community  needs  assessment. 

✓  Property  assessment. 

/  Organizational  structures  of 


federal,  social  service  and  church- 
related  agencies  that  provide  emer¬ 
gency  assistance. 

/  How  to  direct  volunteers  to 
places  where  their  services  are  need¬ 
ed. 

“If  you  don’t  know  all  these 
things,  you’ll  arrive  on  the  scene 
and  just  walk  around  in  a  daze,” 
said  Mr.  Rollins.  “We  also  need 
people  who  have  a  certain  sense  of 
maturity,  since  panic  is  a  usual 
player  in  disasters.” 

UMs  fill  in  the  gaps 

S.  Virginia  Miller  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  a  United  Methodist  deacon¬ 
ess  and  veteran  disaster  response 
specialist  in  mission  through  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 


tries,  reminded  the  consultants  that 
all  disasters  have  three  stages: 

/  Emergency  stage — two  to  four 
days  involving  discover  and  rescue. 

/  Relief  stage — 20  to  40  days. 

/  Recovery  stage — 200  to  400 
days. 

“Everybody  wants  to  help  in  the 
emergency  and  relief  stages,  be¬ 
cause  the  disaster  is  described  in  the 
media,”  Ms.  Miller  said.  “But  when 
it  comes  to  the  recovery  stage,  most 
of  the  relief  agencies  are  gone. 

“That’s  when  United  Methodists 
plug  in  the  gaps.  We  know  what  to 
do  so  people  won’t  fall  through  the 
cracks.” 

During  the  two-day  meeting,  the 
consultants  evaluated  plans  of  ac¬ 
tion  they  followed  during  such  re- 


How  you  can  contribute 

UMCOR  Disaster  Response  U.S.A. 
No.  901670-1. 

UMCOR  Emergency  Relief  Over¬ 
seas  No.  982450-8. 


cent  disasters  as  Hurricane  Hugo 
and  the  California’s  Loma  Prieta 
earthquake. 

They  also  discussed  expanding 
their  resource  network  through  vol- 
unteers-in-mission  and  United 
Methodist  Men. 

Relief  committee  officials  an¬ 
nounced  a  plan  to  recruit  ethnic 
and  bilingual  disaster  consultants 
experienced  in  relief  efforts. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVAL1 


EULESS,  Texas— United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  executive  Lloyd  Rollins  and  Nancy  Fickbohm  of 
San  Rafael,  Calif.,  view  newscasts  of  an  earthquake  Jan.  16  during  a  training  session  for  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  consultants. 
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We  Serve  The 
God  Who  Acts! 


As  I  ponder  recent  events  around  our  globe,  I  am  reminded  once 
again  that  our  God  is  the  God  of  creation  and  history;  that  the  Holy 
One  is  involved  in  the  ongoing  journey  of  our  own  life  and  times,  and 
that  God's  bias  on  behalf  of  the  oppressed  and  marginalized  continual¬ 
ly  breaks  into  our  history.  We  need  only  the  eyes  of  faith  to  see  this  di¬ 
vine  activity. 

Consider . . . 

•  Millions  of  believers  jammed  into  churches  in  Eastern  Europe  to 
celebrate  their  first  Christmas  in  freedom  after  40  years. 

•  The  Pope’s  Midnight  Mass  was  aired  on  national  TV  in  Poland, 
East  Germany,  Latvia,  and  other  East  European  countries. 

•  In  Beijing,  churches  were  packed  on  Christmas  Eve.  Many  wor¬ 
shipers  had  to  wait  outside  in  cold  weather  because  there  was  no  more 
room  in  sanctuaries. 

•  In  Bucharest,  Patriarch  Teoctist  Arapas  told  Romanian  Orthodox 
worshipers,  “We  thank  God,  who  gave  us  freedom  after  25  years  of  ter¬ 
ror.” 

•  It  was  a  reformed  pastor  who  was  the  catalyst  for  the  revolution 
that  toppled  the  Ceausescu  regime.  On  December  15,  hundreds  of  peo¬ 
ple  formed  a  human  chain  around  Laszlo  Toekes  to  prevent  his  arrest 
by  the  Romanian  security  guards. 

•  There  is  a  growing  consciousness  among  Christians  around  the 
globe  of  our  oneness  in  Jesus  Christ.  Mission  giving,  volunteer  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  growing  concern  for  the  homeless  and  hungry  give  evi¬ 
dence  of  this. 

So  many  more  signs  and  wonders.  So  little  space.  Let  this  be  a  time 
of  reaffirming  our  connectedness  in  Jesus  Christ. 


Convocation  Takes  Time  to  Consider 
the  Future  of  Louisiana  Methodism 

Vision  2000:  A  Renewed  Covenant  for  a  New  Century 


The  leaders  of  our  local  churches, 
our  conference  leaders  and  all  our 
members  will  be  asked  to  share 
their  ideas,  images,  and  visions. 
The  process  began  at  the  recent 
Convocation  of  Boards.  During  the 
busy  meeting  of  finalizing  plans  for 
our  conference  programs  and  min¬ 
istry  for  1990-91,  these  conference 
leaders  were  asked  to  think  toward 
the  year  2000.  To  their  ideas  will  be 
added  the  comments  and  dreams  of 
local  church  leaders  through  a  series 
of  listening  posts  throughout  the 
conference.  Each  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  will  soon  be  mailing  a  per¬ 
sonal  invitation  to  several  leaders 
from  each  local  congregation  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  one  of  these  26  “Listen¬ 
ing  Posts.”  The  “listening”  will  be 
done  by  the  conference  leaders;  the 
“talking”  will  be  done  by  local  lead¬ 
ers. 

From  these  listening  sessions  will 
come  a  picture  of  our  hope  and 
dreams  as  faithful  disciples  seeking 
to  be  in  worship  and  service  to  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.  The  “vision”  of  our  fu¬ 
ture  will  be  reported  to  the  1990 
session  of  our  Annual  Conference. 
If  accepted,  the  final  elements  of 
our  Vision  will  help  us  to  determine 
our  conference  responsing  and  min¬ 
istries  as  they  relate  to  our  Vision. 

Where  do  we  want  to  be  as  Loui¬ 


siana  United  Methodists  in  the  year 
2000?  What  might  our  local 
churches  be  doing  if  they  were  the 
ideal  Christian  communities  of  our 
visions  and  dreams?  What  does 
God  want  for  us  to  be  about  in  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry  in  our  576  local 
congregations? 

The  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  is  proposing  that  we  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodists  join 
together  in  prayer,  discussion, 
dreaming  and  decision-making  to 
consider  our  response  to  these  ques¬ 
tions.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  a  new 
initiative  has  begun.  The  initiative 
is  entitled  “Vision  2000;  A  Renewed 
Covenant  for  a  New  Century  and  its 
purpose  is  to  discover  a  corporate 
direction  for  our  future  as  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodists. 

The  Vision  cannot  be  a  product 
of  a  few  people  ...  it  must  incorpo¬ 
rate  the  inspiration  and  spiritual 
guidance  of  God  as  such  guidance  is 
given  to  the  Church,  the  people  of 
God. 

What  is  your  Vision  for  the  future 
of  the  local  church?  If  you  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  sharing  in  this  process,  sim¬ 
ply  send  your  comments  to  Vision 
2000  in  care  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  or  come  and 
be  a  part  of  one  of  the  Listening 
Posts. 


Lake  Charles 

11th 

VISION  2000 

Listening  Posts 

February 

2:30  p.m.  First.  Leesville 

12th 

7:00  p.m. 

First,  Jennings 

13th 

7:00  p.m. 

First,  Lake  Charles 

Acadiana 

14th 

7:00  p.m. 

First,  Houma 

15th 

7:00  p.m. 

First,  Franklin 

16th 

7:00  p.m. 

First,  Lafayette 

Ruston 

18th 

2:30  p.m. 

Haynesville 

18th 

5:30  p.m. 

Grace,  Ruston 

19th 

7:00  p.m. 

Lakeview,  Minden 

Alexandria 

21st 

7:00  p.m. 

First,  Alexandria 

22nd 

7:00  p.m. 

First,  Natchitoches 

Monroe 

4th 

March 
2:30  p.m. 

St.  Paul,  Monroe 

5th 

7:00  p.m. 

Winnsboro 

6th 

7:00  p.m. 

Oak  Grove 

Shreveport 

7th 

7:00  p.m. 

Zwolle 

8th 

7:00  p.m. 

First,  Bossier 

9th 

7:00  p.m. 

Broadmoor,  Shreveport 

New  Orleans 

11th 

3:00  p.m. 

Aurora 

12th 

7:00  p.m. 

Bethany 

13th 

7:00  p.m. 

First,  New  Orleans 

Baton  Rouge 

25th 

2:30  p.m. 

First,  Baton  Rouge 

26th 

7:00  p.m. 

Plaquemine 

27  th 

7:00  p.m. 

Zachary 

North  Shore 

28th 

7:00  p.m. 

Hartzell/Mt.  Zion,  Slidell 

29th 

7:00  p.m. 

First,  Hammond 

2nd 

April 
7:00  p.m. 

Walker 

Appointment  Changes 

Following  the  December  Cabinet  Meeting,  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  an¬ 
nounced  the  following  changes  in  ministerial  appointments. 

David  C.  Billings  Jr.,  Member  in  Full  Connection,  from  Greater  New 
Orleans  Urban  Ministries-Felicity,  New  Orleans  District,  to  Leave  of 
Absence  effective  January  1,  1990. 

Marva  L.  Mitchell,  Full  Time  Local  Pastor,  from  Greater  New  Orleans 
Urban  Ministries,  New  Orleans  District,  to  Felicity-St.  Philip  Charge,  New 
Orleans  District  effective  January  1,  1990. 

Patricia  H.  Hogan,  Diaconal  Minister,  from  Director,  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion,  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria  District,  to  First  UMC  Natchi¬ 
toches,  Louisiana,  Alexandria  District  effective  January  1,  1990. 

Dan  C.  Simon,  Associate  Member,  from  Wilton,  St.  Mark’s,  Alexandria 
District,  to  Leave  of  Absence,  effective  February  1,  1990. 

Young  Adult  Ministry 

'Crossroads  1990'  June  14-17 


A  Consultation  on  Young  Adult 
Ministry  entitled  “Crossroads  1990” 
will  take  place  June  14-17  at  the  All- 
gauer’s  Hotel  in  Northbrook,  Illinois. 

The  event  invites  interested  per¬ 
sons  to  learn  about  the  crossroads 
of  young  adulthood  and  consider 
implications  of  faith  development 
and  sociological  issues  for  young 
adult  ministry.  It  will  also  allow  the 
opportunity  to  develop  models  for 
ministry  with  young  adults  for  a  va¬ 
riety  of  situations  and  settings. 

Crossroads  1990  is  an  ecumenical 
consultation  for  leaders  and  poten¬ 
tial  leaders  in  young  adult  ministry. 
Developed  and  sponsored  by  a 
team  of  denominational  staff  from 
across  the  United  States  and  Cana¬ 
da,  Crossroads  1990  offers  training 
and  enrichment  opportunities  for 
those  exploring  or  engaging  in  min¬ 
istry  with  persons  eighteen  to  thirty- 
five  years  old.  All  program  offerings 
recognize  the  diversity  among 
young  adults  in  terms  of  age, 
lifestyle,  education,  social  and  per¬ 
sonal  commitments,  theological 
persuasion,  and  giftedness. 

Crossroads  1990  is  designed  for 
both  individual  leaders  and  congrega¬ 
tional,  denominational,  or  ecumenical 
teams.  Opportunities  for  back-home 
planning  and  denominational  sharing 
are  part  of  the  program. 

Workshops  will  be  led  by  denom¬ 
inational  staff  and  others  experi¬ 
enced  and  knowledgeable  in  young 
adult  ministry.  They  will  include 
such  topics  as:  How-to’s  of  young 
adult  ministry;  planning  retreats; 
recruiting  and  training  leaders;  sin¬ 
gles,  Bible  study  and  young  adults; 
calling/vocation;  networking;  wor¬ 
ship  and  young  adults;  communica¬ 
tion;  sexuality;  volunteer  resources; 


and  local  social  ministries. 

Dr.  Sharon  Daloz  Parks,  author 
of  The  Critical  Years;  The  Young 
Adult  Search  for  a  Faith  to  Live  By, 
will  give  two  keynote  addresses  on 
young  adults  and  faith  develop¬ 
ment.  She  has  written  and  spoken 
extensively  about  faith  and  mean¬ 
ing,  especially  as  these  relate  to 
young  adults.  She  is  Associate  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Pastoral  Theology  at  Wes¬ 
ton  School  of  Theology  and  Visiting 
Associate  Professor  at  Harvard 
Business  School. 

Dr.  Tex  Sample,  whose  keynote 
address  will  open  the  consultation, 
works  and  teaches  in  the  areas  of 
theological  and  social  ethics,  theoreti¬ 
cal  sociology  of  religion,  power,  so¬ 
cial  change,  and  social  class.  Author 
of  Blue  Collar  Ministry,  Dr.  Sample 
is  a  specialist  in  the  study  of  blue  col¬ 
lar  and  poor  people.  He  is  Professor 
of  Church  and  Society  at  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City. 

Cost  of  the  event,  if  paid  by 
March  15,  1990  is  $170;  if  before 
May  15,  1990,  $195;  and  if  paid  af¬ 
ter  May  15,  $210.00. 

The  program  fee  includes  the  reg¬ 
istration  fee,  workshops,  materials, 
transportation  to  the  city  of  Chica¬ 
go  for  special  workshops,  and  all 
meals  except  Saturday  dinner. 

Hotel  and  travel  expenses  are  the 
responsibility  of  each  participant. 
Information  on  hotel  registration 
and  discounted  airfare  will  be  sent 
in  the  registration  packet.  Transpor¬ 
tation  to  and  from  the  airport  will 
be  provided. 

Deadline  for  registration  is  May 
15,  1990.  For  further  information 
regarding  the  event,  contact  Larry 
Lewis,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802,  (504)  346-1646. 


Children's  Home 
Offers  Seminar 


Will  the  parsonage  continue  to  be 
a  "glass  house”  or  “goldfish  bowl” 
to  live  in?  How  much  privacy  does 
a  parsonage  family  have  a  right  to 
expect  from  a  community  and/or 
congregation?  How  much  does  a 
congregation  have  a  right  to  expect 
from  a  clergy  spouse? 

Why  is  a  divorced  clergy  person 
still  less  desirable  to  some  congrega¬ 
tions?  What  can  be  done  about  it? 

Should  ministers’  children  be  re¬ 
quired  to  participate  in  church  and 
youth  activities?  Should  a  higher 
standard  of  conduct  be  expected 
from  them  than  other  youth? 

What  can  be  done  about  the  fact 
that  greater  church  participation  is 
expected  if  the  clergy  spouse  is  a  fe¬ 
male  rather  than  a  male? 

How  can  clergy  and  their  spouses 
work  with  “the  system”  when  both 


need  appointments? 

"The  Parsonage  in  the  90’s,”  a 
seminar  for  clergy  and  their 
spouses,  will  take  place  February  2 
and  3  from  7  p.m.  on  Friday  to  4 
p.m.  Saturday  at  Tall  Timbers  in 
Alexandria.  C.E.U.  credit  will  be  of¬ 
fered. 

Leaders  include  David  Switzer, 
Ph.D.,  Professor  of  Pastoral  Care 
and  Counseling  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  in  Dallas,  and  Theresa 
McConnell,  Diaconal  Minister,  Pas¬ 
toral  Therapist  and  Chaplain  with 
Green  Oaks  Psychiatric  Hospital, 
also  located  in  Dallas. 

For  further  information  contact 
Rev.  Augie  Aamodt,  Director  of 
Development,  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Home,  P.O.  Box  929,  Rus- 
ton,  LA  71273-0929,  (318) 
255-5020. 


Reminder . . . 

A  workshop  for  ministers,  Christian  educators,  musicians,  and  lay  wor¬ 
ship  leaders  is  scheduled  for  February  10,  1990  at  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston 
and  also  on  February  17,  1990  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  from 
8:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 

It  is  advised  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  send  a  full  team  (minis¬ 
ter,  educator,  and  musician)  to  gain  the  full  benefit  from  the  workshop. 
For  further  information  contact  in  Ruston,  McCoy  Ransom  (318)  255- 
4967,  and  in  Baton  Rouge,  Franklin  Poole  (504)  383-4777. 


REGISTRATION  FORM 


(name) _ 

(name) _ 

(name) _ 

(church  name  &  address) 

We  will  attend  the  workshop  in _ Ruston; _ Baton  Rouge 

Make  checks  payable  to:  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
Mail  checks  and  registration  forms  to:  Hymnal  Workshop 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
Conference  Council  on 
Ministries 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802 

These  workshops  are  being  jointly  sponsored  by  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  and  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House. 


_ ,  Minister 

,  Christian  Educator 
-  ,  Musician 


February 

Conference  Calendar 


Feb.-March 

BOM  Com.  on  Tmg.  &  Orders:  In-Parish  Visit;  COTO  mem¬ 
bers  to  visit  assigned  1  st  &  2nd  year  candidates 
1  BOM  Com.  on  Tmg.  &  Orders:  Packets  sent  to  those  recom¬ 
mended  for  Probationary  Membership 

1-  4  General  Board  of  Church  &  Society  National  Convocation, 

Albuquerque,  NM 

2-  3  Methodist  Children’s  Home  Conference-wide  Workshop  for 

Clergy  and  Spouses,  Tall  Timbers 
2-  4  Conference  Senior  High  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria 

4- 5  College  of  Bishops.  Dallas 

5-  8  Minister’s  Week,  SMU 

8-  9  Jurisdictional  Consultation  on  Hispanic  Ministries,  Dallas, 

TX 

9- 10  UMW  Committee  to  Implement  the  Charter  of  Racial  Jus¬ 

tice,  Tall  Timbers,  3:00  p.m. 

9-10  UMW  Mid-Year  Executive  Committee  Meeting,  Tall  Tim¬ 
bers,  7:00  p.m.  on  9th  —  3:00  p.m.  on  10th 

10  Video  Presentation  of  New  Hymnal  by  Cokesbury  Satellite 
Network;  Trinity  Church,  Ruston 

1 1  North  Shore  District  Love  Offering 

1 1  Listening  Post,  First  Church,  Leesville,  2:30  p.m. 

12  Listening  Post,  First  Church,  Jennings,  7:00  p.m. 

12  Legislative  Liaison  Committee,  Headquarters  Building, 

10:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 

1 3  Listening  Post,  First  Church,  Lake  Charles,  7:00  p.m. 

1 3  Leadership  Team,  Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a  m 

14  Listening  Post,  First  Church,  Houma,  7:00  p.m. 

1 5  Listening  Post,  First  Church,  Franklin,  7:00  p.m. 

15  “Hypnosis  in  Pastoral  Care  —  Part  II”  seminar,  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 

15-March  1 

Superintendents’  Consultation  with  Bishop 

16  Listening  Post,  First  Church,  Lafayette,  7:00  p.m. 

17  Video  Presentation  of  New  Hymnal  by  Cokesbury  Satellite 
Network,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

1 8  Listening  Post,  Haynesville  Church,  2:30  p.m. 

18  Listening  Post,  Grace  Church,  Ruston,  5:30  p.m. 

1 8- 20  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Shreveport  District 

1 9  Listening  Post,  Lakeview  Church,  Minden,  7:00  p.m. 

19- 20  Minister’s  Retreat,  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center,  10:00  a.m. 

19th  —  3:00  p.m.  20th 

20  Budget  Hearing  Committee,  First  Church,  Alexandria.  10:00 
a.m. 

21  Listening  Post,  First  Church,  Alexandria,  7:00  p.m. 

22  Listening  Post,  First  Church,  Natchitoches,  7:00  p.m. 

22- 25  Cursillo  No.  18,  Tall  Timbers 

23- 25  UMW  Regional  School  Planning  Team  Meeting 

26-27  Senior  Ministers’  Seminar,  Rarr.ada  Hotel,  Dallas,  Noon  to 
Noon  i 

28  Ash  Wednesday 


In  Memoriam 

Cora  V.  Harris,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  James  Thomas  Harris,  died  January 
20,  1990.  Her  funeral  service  took  place  at  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Franklinton.  Mrs.  Harris  was  84  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


Faith  forum 
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The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Editorial; 


Why  advocacy  efforts  must  be  fair  even  to  'oppressors' 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Coal  miners  in  Castlewood,  Va.,  take  a  coffee  break  as  they  await  word  about 
a  tentative  settlement  in  their  nine-month  strike  against  the  Pittston  Coal  Co. 
Church  leaders  are  justified  in  taking  sides  in  such  disputes,  but  the  position 
being  opposed  should  be  presented  and  dealt  with  in  its  strongest  light,  not  as 
a  "straw  man.” 


An  angry  reader  demanded  “an¬ 
swers”  during  a  recent  phone  call. 

Why,  he  asked,  did  the  Reporter 
run  a  three-part  series  of  articles  on 
the  involvement  of  religious  leaders 
in  the  United  Mine  Workers/Pittston 
Coal  Co.  conflict  (see  UMR,  Jan.  19, 
26  and  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

"Your  articles  insinuate  that  church 
leaders  should  have  talked  more  with 
Pittston,”  he  said.  “Why  should  they? 
We  in  the  church  don’t  have  any  obli¬ 
gation  to  deal  with  the  oppressor!” 

We  disagree — profoundly. 

In  fact,  a  primary  impetus  for  our 
series  was  evidence  of  relatively  little 
direct  contact  between  church  lead¬ 
ers  and  Pittston  officials  during  the 
bitter  labor-management  conflict. 

We  regard  that  as  a  regrettable 
omission  quite  apart  from  the  right¬ 
ness  or  wrongness  of  the  church 
leaders’  public  support  of  the  Mine 
Workers’  position. 

We  see  nothing  wrong  in  church 
leaders  taking  sides  in  a  dispute 
when  issues  of  truth  and  justice  are 
involved.  However,  the  position  be¬ 
ing  opposed  should  be  presented  and 
dealt  with  in  its  strongest  light,  not 
as  a  “straw  man”  to  be  set  up  and 
knocked  down. 

The  issues  in  the  dispute  between 
Pittston  and  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  are  at  least  debatable.  Pittston’s 
corporate  conduct — particularly  the 
practice  of  creating  non-union  sub¬ 
sidiaries  under  different  names  to 
handle  an  increasing  share  of  its  busi¬ 
ness — -justifies  claims  by  church  lead¬ 
ers  that  the  company  has  engaged  in 
dishonorable  practices.  Such  prac¬ 


tices  weaken  the  union’s  bargaining 
position,  and  ultimately  its  existence. 

Workers’  rights  to  “good  faith”  col¬ 
lective  bargaining  and  to  legal  protec¬ 
tions  for  union  representation  long 
have  been  supported  by  our  church. 
That  position  is  clearly  right 

On  the  other  hand,  while  the 
Mine  Workers’  efforts  to  retain  100 
percent  medical  insurance  coverage 
are  understandable,  Pittston’s  pro¬ 
posed  shift  to  “80/20”  coverage  is 
hardly  an  outrageous  injustice. 
Such  a  shift  is  in  line  with  changes 
in  coverage  typical  of  many  other 
industries  and  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  the  church,  in  light  of  sky¬ 
rocketing  medical  costs. 

The  credibility  of  our  witness  as 
Christians  requires  us  to  be  fur  to  all 
parties  when  we  discern  God’s  call  to 
“take  sides”  in  conflicts. 

Our  Lord  dealt  directly  and  gra¬ 
ciously  with  those  whose  viewpoints 
and  conduct  he  challenged — Phari¬ 
sees,  tax  collectors,  etc. 

Unfortunately,  the  Pittston  con¬ 
flict  typifies  a  tendency  that  has  be¬ 
come  common  among  some 
religious  leaders:  seeing  our  goal  as 
vanquishing  rather  than  changing 
the  conduct  of  and  being  reconciled 
with  those  we  come  to  view  as  “op¬ 
pressors.” 

Such  an  approach  is  much  more 
likely  to  alienate  than  transform 
those  to  whom  it  is  directed. 

Our  advocacy  of  social  justice  is 
worthy  of  our  very  best  efforts.  Such 
efforts,  by  definition,  should  in¬ 
clude  a  grasp  and  presentation  of  a 
full  range  of  pertinent  facts,  includ¬ 


ing  the  possible  truth  in  other  view¬ 
points. 

Ultimately,  our  efforts  should  be 
aimed  at  the  reconciliation  of  adver¬ 
saries. 


We  can  be  credible  in  our  witness 
and  effective  in  our  role  as  reconcil¬ 
ers  only  as  we  approach  all  parties 
as  fair-minded  bearers  of  God’s 
grace  and  understanding. 


Letters  to  the  — 

More  of  us  should  have  a  Michael  Jordan  high 


Thank  you  for  your  Jan.  12  edito¬ 
rial  headlined,  “A  winning  lesson 
for  life,”  featuring  Michael  Jordan’s 
donation  of  $100  to  a  needy  person. 

1  am  happy  that  Mr.  Jordan  expe¬ 
rienced  the  warm  feeling  created 
through  giving. 

In  a  sports  article  I  read  that  Mr. 
Jordan’s  salary  from  playing  basket¬ 
ball  for  the  Chicago  Bulls  plus  roy¬ 
alties  from  endorsements  amounts 
to  more  than  $4  million  per  year. 

A  gift  of  $  1 00  sounds  nice,  but  it 
represents  only  .0025  percent  of  an 
annual  income  of  $4  million.  I  give 
the  same  percent  of  my  income 
when  I  give  7 1  cents. 

In  the  church  I  serve,  the  Sunday 
school  children  fill  out  “statement 
of  intent”  cards,  receive  pledge  en¬ 
velopes  and  give  a  proportion  of 
their  income  through  the  church  on 
a  systematic  basis.  In  fact,  in  1989 
the  Sunday  school  members’  gifts 
exceeded  their  pledges! 

Beyond  the  first-time  warm  feel¬ 
ing  of  giving,  there  are  other  highs 
to  be  experienced  in  the  adventure 
pf  Christian  stewardship. 

:  These  include:  systematic  giving, 
proportionate  giving  and  tithing. 
Each  is  more  exciting  than  the  one 
before  it! 


May  Mr.  Jordan  and  countless 
others  experience  this  kind  of  pow¬ 
er  through  giving. 

Incidentally,  a  tithe  at  the  10  per¬ 
cent  level — the  Bible  also  mentions 
higher  levels — amounts  to  a  weekly 
gift  of  $1.92  per  each  $1,000  of  an¬ 
nual  income  through  the  church  of 
one’s  choice.  A  1 0  percent  tithe  of  a 
$4  million  income  would  come  out 
to  $7,692.31  per  week. 

Try  it,  you’ll  like  it! 

Richard  L.  Lashure 
Sierra  Madre,  California 

There  is  evil  to  oppose 

I  applaud  the  leadership  of  our 
World  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society  for 
taking  stances  that  are  on  the  cutting 
edge  of  the  Christian  faith’s  demands 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  29). 

From  the  Old  Testament,  “Thou 
shaft  not  kill”  to  Christ’s  “Blessed 
are  the  peacemakers,”  the  biblical 
mandate  is  to  live  out  non-violent 
relationships  of  love,  compassion 
and  sacrifice.  We  have  recently  ob¬ 
served  a  special  day  honoring  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  who  exem¬ 
plified  in  our  own  day  a  non-violent 
approach  to  evil  in  our  midst. 


There  is  evil  to  oppose.  There  is, 
however,  more  at  stake  than  the 
capture  of  one  person  in  someone 
else’s  country.  First,  if  we  or  any 
other  nation  have  a  “just  cause”  to 
go  into  Panama  are,  we  then  justi¬ 
fied  in  going  after  drug  dealers  in 
Peru,  in  Columbia  or  in  Bolivia? 
Where  does  such  a  policy  led  us? 

Second,  there  is  the  issue  of  what 
right  do  we  have  to  interfere  in  gov¬ 
ernments  of  other  nations.  The 
poor  of  El  Salvador,  Nicaragua, 
Honduras  and  Guatamala  have  suf¬ 
fered  greatly  because  our  govern¬ 
ment  has  fueled  military 
establishments  in  these  areas.  The 
blockade  of  Panama  has  broken 
that  economy  and  the  poor  are 
again  the  victims. 

Third,  we  who  proclaim  loudest 
that  Christ  came  to  bring  peace  and 
reconciliation  cannot  lean  back  on 
the  idea  that  the  end  justifies  the 
means.  We  must  consistently  strive 
for  peaceful,  caring  relations  that 
include  a  foreign  policy  aimed  at 
non-military  assistance  for  “the 
least  of  these”  sisters  and  brothers 
so  near  to  us. 


I  support  Mr.  Fassett 

Count  me  among  those  who  sup¬ 
port  the  Rev.  Thom  Fassett  in  his 
stand  against  our  military  action  in 
Panama  (see  UMR,  Dec.  29). 

In  my  opinion,  Christians  should 
hardly  ever  share  the  majority  view. 
When  we  do,  we  may  be 
worshipping  the  Christ  of  culture 
and  not  the  biblical  Christ. 

Alice  M.  Hughes 
Aurora,  Colorado 

Does  church  have  AIDS? 

The  articles  on  our  church  and 
the  AIDS  ministry  has  been  very  in¬ 
teresting  and  enlightening  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  5  and  12).  However,  I’m 
wondering  if  a  more  appropriate 
theme  would  not  have  been  be.tter. 

With  our  church  membership 
continually  declining,  it  will  only 
continue  to  do  so  with  slogans  like 
“our  church  has  AIDS.”  Sorry,  but 
that  would  turn  me  away.  To  me 
that  says  the  church  is  sick  and  dy¬ 
ing.  Are  we? 

Judy  Schafer 
Gibbon,  Minnesota 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Marion  Muthiah 
Linton,  North  Dakota 


Faithfully  ynnre —  - 

Our  acts  of  grace  help  make  all  things  new 


DRESDEN,  East  Germany — The 
demeanor  of  the  energetic  man  sit¬ 
ting  across  the  res¬ 
taurant  table  from 
me  turned  som¬ 
ber. 

Over  a  late- 
night  supper  of 
kangaroo  soup 
and  roast  pork, 
the  Rev.  Gerhard 
Roegner  reflected 
on  the  social  upheaval  occurring  in 
his  East  German  homeland. 

Mr.  Roegner,  57,  oversees  the 
publishing  work  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  East  Germany. 

He  says  implications  of  the  “new 


situation”  for  the  church  are  pro¬ 
found. 

In  fact,  he  says,  the  church  may 
be  the  only  entity  that  can  deal  with 
his  country's  most  urgent  long-term 
problem:  the  need  for  reconciliation 
among  its  own  citizens. 

“Long  after  the  political  prob¬ 
lems  are  solved,  we'll  be  dealing 
with  people’s  anger  toward  those 
who  carried  out  the  cruel  policies  of 
the  communist  leaders,”  he  said. 

Most  hated,  Mr.  Roegner  said, 
are  members  of  the  government’s 
secret  police,  who  spied  upon,  in¬ 
timidated  and  even  tortured  citi¬ 
zens  as  methods  to  subdue  and 
control  tne  population. 


Then  Mr.  Roegner  told  me  a  story: 

At  the  end  of  World  War  II,  his 
family  was  destitute.  That  in  itself 
was  not  uncommon  in  a  defeated 
and  devastated  Germany. 

But  his  family’s  plight  was  worse 
than  most  because  his  father,  who 
died  during  the  war,  had  been  a 
member  of  Adolf  Hitler’s  National 
Socialist  Party — a  Nazi. 

As  a  result,  his  family  was  shunned 
by  other  Germans  who  were  angry  at, 
and  shamed  by,  the  Nazi-caused 
travesty.  His  mother  could  not  get  a 
job.  She  scarcely  was  able  to  put  food 
on  the  table  for  her  children. 

Then  one  day  young  Gerhard  was 
approached  by  two  Methodist  mis- 
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sionaries.  They  invited  him  to  at¬ 
tend  the  church’s  youth  group. 

“I  immediately  felt  that  I’d  found 
a  home,”  Mr.  Roegner  said,  smiling. 
Church  members  brought  food  to  his 
family  (“an  act  of  God”)  and  helped 
his  mother  get  a  job.  Eventually  he 
and  his  mother  joined  the  church. 

Mr.  Roegner  didn’t  belabor  his 
point.  He  didn’t  need  to.  His  dining 
partner  was  noticeably  teary-eyed. 

I  now  have  one  more  thing  to 
pray  for:  the  courage  of  sister  and 
brother  Christians  in  East  Germany 
to  go  against  their  society’s  grain  in 
1990  and  offer  words  and  works  of 
grace  to  modern-day  outcasts. 

Such  love-the-unlovable  compas¬ 
sion  won’t  be  any  easier  now  than  it 
was  45  years  ago  or  than  it  ever  is 
for  any  of  us.  It  helps  to  be  remind¬ 
ed,  though,  that  those  we  some¬ 
times  shun  as  despicable  also  are 
children  of  God. 

Occasionally  among  them  we  find 
a  Gerhard  Roegner  who  gives  his 
life  to  God  as  a  result  of  our  grace- 
filled  acts  of  reconciliation. 

By  such  acts  we  not  only  fulfill 
our  Christian  calling.  We  also  help 
God  to  redeem  human  life  and  to 
“make  all  things  new.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Mr.  Swecker  is  Faith  Forum  page 
editor. 


Here  I  Stands- 

Don't  let  fear  of  reprisals 
stop  our  war  on  racism 


By  BETTY  J.  GREEN 

Recently  I  participated,  along 
with  about  150  fellow  United  Meth¬ 
odists  from  the  Western  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  conference,  in  a  race  relations 
seminar  conducted  in  Western 
Pennsylvania  by  Dr.  Charles  H. 
King,  founder  and  president  of  the 
Urban  Crisis  Center  in  Atlanta. 

The  first  requirement  Dr.  King 
made  was  that  we  would  all  be 
“honest.”  I  consider  myself  an  hon¬ 
est  person.  I  thought,  “No  problem. 
It’s  easy  to  be  ‘honest.’  ” 

However,  as  the  seminar  got  un¬ 
der  way,  I  had  to  prod  myself  con¬ 
stantly  to  be  “honest”  in  my 
thoughts  and  in  my  feelings. 

Near  the  conclusion  of  the  semi¬ 
nar,  we— lay,  clergy,  black,  white, 
male  and  female — formed  into  dis¬ 
cussion  groups.  The  primary  con¬ 
cern  of  my  group  was  “What  can  we 
do  to  combat  racism?” 

As  one  of  the  black  members,  I 
felt  I  was  being  challenged  to  at 
least  say  something. 

I  made  a  few  suggestions,  as  did 
the  two  other  black  members  in  the 
group.  At  least  two  of  the  white 
members  stated  that,  as  Christians, 
they  found  the  anger  of  people 
(Black  people  are  understandably 
angry  over  the  effects  of  racism)  dif¬ 
ficult  to  deal  with.  Christians  are 
supposed  to  be  loving,  not  angry. 

Some  of  the  white  men  said  they 
were  upset  when  Dr.  King  challenged 
some  of  the  comments  of  their  peers 
but  were  afraid  to  speak  out  for  fear 
of  being  similarly  challenged. 

When  I  returned  home,  I  became 
annoyed  with  myself  for  not  saying 
some  of  the  things  I  really  felt.  In 
my  attempt  to  be  polite,  I  was  not 
as  “honest”  as  I  wanted  to  be. 

I  didn’t  say  it  then,  and  I  cannot 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and 
concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the 
church.  Betty  /. 

Green  is  a  member 
of  Warren  United 
Methodist  Church,  Pittsburgh  (Western 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


find  peace  with  my  God  and  with 
myself  without  saying  it  now. 

As  for  being  angry,  what  is  wrong 
with  anger?  Jesus  was  angry  when 
he  drove  the  moneychangers  out  of 
the  temple.  (Matthew  21:12). 

Now  assuming  of  course  that  the 
question,  “What  can  we  do  to  com¬ 
bat  racism”  was  an  “honest”  desire 
to  do  so,  I  have  this  to  say:  If  you  are 
reluctant  to  speak  out  on  behalf  of 
your  white  brother  for  fear  of  what 
you  feel  might  be  a  reprisal  from  Dr, 
King,  you  will  also  be  reluctant  to 
speak  out  on  behalf  of  your  black 
brother  and  sister  for  fear  of  the  very 
real  reprisal  from  your  family, 
friends,  neighbors,  co-workers  and, 
yes,  your  fellow  Christians. 

That  is  how  racism  is  able  tb 
flourish.  Do  you  really  want  to 
help?  One  of  the  quotations  credit¬ 
ed  to  Dr.  King  is,  “The  rat  must  al¬ 
ways  assume  that  the  cat  is  going  to 
eat  it.  The  rat  must  never  assume 
that  the  cat  is  on  the  side  of  the  rat. 
The  only  cat  to  be  trusted  is  the  cqt 
that  will  fight  other  cats  on  behalf 
of  the  rat.” 

There  are  no  two  ways  about  it. 
And  that’s  the  “honest”  truth. 


What  others  are  saying 


“The  whole  world  is  gathered  at 
the  door  of  the  church  hoping  for  a 
glimpse  of  God.  The  city  looks  at 
the  church  and  wonders:  ’Is  this 
where  my  brokenness  can  be  ac¬ 
cepted?’  If  we  accept  them  as  Christ 
accepted  them,  as  they  are — bro¬ 
ken,  needy,  hungering — we’U  have 
to  take  the  roofs  off  the  churches  to 
get  them  all  in.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Rueben 
P.  Job,  Iowa  Area 
*  *  * 

“We  need  to  be  reminded  that 
scholarship  on  the  living  religious 
traditions  cannot  exist  in  isolation 
from  the  communities  that  are  the 
bearers  of  these  traditions,  as 
though  those  who  transmit  and 
practice  the  things  we  study  have  no 
say,  indeed  no  stake  in  the  interpre¬ 
tations  we  offer.” 

— Robert  L.  Wilken,  professor  of 
history,  University  of  Virginia  reli¬ 
gion  department 

*  *  * 

“The  AIDS  virus,  which  breaks 
down  the  body’s  immune  system, 
has  become  ‘a  portrait  for  the  inte¬ 
rior  sickness  of  our  culture.  There 
are  no  longer  any  elements  to  pro¬ 
tect  spiritual  immunity.’  ” 

— Cardinal  Joseph  Ratzinger,  the 
Vatican’s  designated  guardian  of 
faith  and  morals 

*  *  * 

“We  (the  people  of  Czechoslova¬ 
kia]  have  become  morally  ill  be¬ 
cause  we  are  used  to  saying  one 
thing  and  thinking  another.  We 
have  learned  not  to  believe  in  any¬ 
thing,  not  to  care  about  each  other, 
to  worry  only  about  ourselves.  The 


concepts  of  love,  friendship,  mercy,: 
humility  or  forgiveness  have  lost 
their  depths  and  dimensions,  and 
for  many  of  us  they  represent  only, 
some  sort  of  psychological  curios¬ 
ity,  or  they  appear  as  long  lost  wan¬ 
derers  from  faraway  times, 
somewhat  ludicrous  in  the  era  of 
computers  and  spaceships.” 

— President  Vaclav  Havel  of 
Czechoslovakia  in  a  New  Year’s  Day 
address  to  his  nation 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  I  am  sure  that  neither  death, 
nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principali¬ 
ties,  nor  things  present,  nor  things 
to  come,  nor  powers,  nor  heights, 
nor  depth,  nor  anything  else  in  all¬ 
creation,  will  be  able  to  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Je¬ 
sus  our  Lord.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  1  Peter  4:8) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  5 

Monday:  Psalms  112:1-4 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 12:5-10 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  58:1-5 
Thursday:  Isaiah  58:6-9a 
Friday:  Matthew  5:13-16 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  2:1-1 1 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  2:12-16 


worldwide  fellowship  of 


DOES  YOUR  CHURCH  WANT  TO: 

•  increase  worship  attendance! 

•  increase  giving!  _.-GY”  <\j£\ 

•  increase  participati/Smlv  '  .c<f?4ir'V  \ 

•  increase  mprafyAjour  congfhgason! 

•  increase, memiw-s’  sense  of  belong' 

Christiarjsff,'  ,  * 

A  local  Wurch  edition  of  the  UnltedWVtethodlst  Reporter  (weekly)  or 
UlsKed  Methodist’  Review  (biweekly)  can  help  any  congregation  on  all 
thtjgXonceqrU? a  UMR  edition: 

•  proyide^eonsistent  contact  with  members — so  igjdKrtant  to  their  par¬ 
ticipation  and  attendance. 

•  allows  vivid  presentation  of  your  church's  Jlfe^jzfupi  pastoral  care  con¬ 
cerns  to  new  visitors  and  new  member  jgnfurpsaftlhancial  updates. 

•  provides  indepth  and  insightful  tnfornq^^Hb  dialogue  about  what  is 
going  on  in  the  church —  regionalif^ngtid^ly  apd  world  wide. 

Well  informed  Christians  bev  more  committed  chunh 

members 

Call  us  collect  today  to  Asckp^qwp.UMRedition  can  increase  your 
members’  sense  of  pride  aft^ Siy^v(phent  lii  the  church. ..and  at  a  cost 
within  the  reach  of  most  congU)J||^'  # 

Call  collecf '(214)  630-6495 
_ Ron  Adams*  UMR  Special  Editions _ 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


WEIGHING  THE  OPTIONS:  In  a 

recent  meeting  with  religious  leaders,  Secretary 
of  State  James  A.  Baker  ex¬ 
pressed  support  for  the  role 
of  religious  workers  in  El 
Salvador.  But  he  dismissed 
suggestions  that  cutting 
U.S.  military  aid  to  the  war- 
tom  Central  American  na¬ 
tion  would  hasten  an  end  to 
conflict.  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert 
(San  Francisco  Area)  told  Melvin  Talbert 

Mr.  Baker,  “It  is  very  important  for  you  to 
know  that  we’re  not  taking  sides.  What  we’re 
pushing  for  is  for  both  sides  to  come  to  the  ta¬ 
ble.”  Also  attending  the  35-minute  session  were 
United  Methodist  layman  James  Hamilton, 
chief  executive  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches;  chief  officials  of  several  mainline 
Protestant  churches;  and  representatives  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish  communities. 

EXTENDING  DRUG  WORK:  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  the  head  of 
the  church’s  war  on  drugs  in  the  nation’s  capi¬ 
tal,  responded  with  concern  Jan.  19  to  the  drug 
arrest  of  Washington  Mayor  Marion  Barry. 
Asked  about  the  possible  awkwardness  of 
launching  the  church’s  anti-drug  campaign 
amid  rumors  of  drug  use  by  the  mayor.  Bishop 
May  said,  “He  is  innocent  until  proven  guilty.” 
The  bishop  said  he  would  be  available  to  the 
mayor  for  prayer  and  counseling.  Mr.  Barry  has 
delegated  most  of  his  governmental  powers  to 
city  administrator  Carol  B.  Thompson,  an  ac¬ 
tive  member  of  Asbury  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Washington.  She  attended  the  offi¬ 
cial  installation  of  Bishop  May  in  his  special  as¬ 
signment. 

JUSTICE  FOR  PALESTINIANS:  A 

just  settlement  for  Palestinians  is  in  the  best  in¬ 
terest  of  Israel,  a  United 
Methodist  bishop  has  said. 

Bishop  William  B.  Grove 
(West  Virginia  Area)  re¬ 
turned  in  mid-January  from 
a  visit  to  the  Middle  East  as 
an  official  representative  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops.  He 
said  that  by  continuing  its 
“horrendous”  treatment  of 
Palestinians  in  the  occupied  territories,  “Israel 
is  violating  its  own  spiritual  and  moral  founda¬ 
tion  and  is  really  working  against  its  own  best 
interests.”  Bishop  Grove  visited  the  Middle 
East  Council  of  Churches  in  Cyprus  and  talked 
with  35  church  and  other  leaders  in  Egypt,  Jor¬ 
dan  and  Israel. 

NOT  SO  LIBERAL:  Some  30  years  ago 

a  Lutheran  magazine  labeled  “The  Christian 
Century”  the  voice  of  “extreme  liberal  wing  of 
liberal  Protestantism.”  But  a  recent  readership 
survey  proves  the  “extreme  liberal”  image  has 
faded.  Just  55  percent  of  the  readers  surveyed 
said  they  considered  the  magazine  theologically 
“liberal.”  About  two-thirds  believe  the  magazine 
to  be  politically  liberal.  Thirty  percent  of  the 
readers  called  the  Chicago-based  magazine  polit¬ 
ically  “moderate,”  and  42  percent  believe  the 
magazine  to  be  theologically  “moderate.”  About 
one-fourth  of  the  readers  said  they  were  United 
Methodists.  The  Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  the  editor, 
is  a  United  Methodist. 

HE  WON'T  BE  MOVED:  A  United 
Methodist  pastor  in  the  Central  Illinois  Annual 
Conference  said  he  has  no  intentions  of  chang¬ 
ing  his  cross-racial  appointment  despite  a  threat 
against  his  life  made  to  a  Moline,  Ill.,  newspa¬ 
per.  The  Rev.  Donald  Jackson  said  he  has  a 
“greater  challenge  in  ministry”  as  the  first  black 
pastor  of  the  135-member  United  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Cross  in  Port  Byron,  Ill.,  and  the 
65-member  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
East  Moline.  The  Jacksons  are  the  only  blacks 
living  in  Port  Byron,  a  town  of  1,300.  Mr.  Jack- 
son  said  he  knows  the  threat  didn’t  come  from 
his  congregations.  He  said  he  wants  to  continue 
to  serve  both  churches.  The  FBI  is  investigating 
the  death  threat. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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'How  can  we  witness  to  the  Gospel?' 

Community  prayer  meetings  help  foster  revolution 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

LEIPZIG,  East  Germany — 
The  Rev.  Helmut  Seifert  was  sol¬ 
emn  recently  as  he  showed  visi¬ 
tors  around  the  Nikolaikirche  in 
the  center  of  what  has  been  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  East  Germany’s 
“spiritual  capital.” 

“This  is  where  it  all  began,”  said 
the  United  Methodist  pastor  of 
the  1 16-member  Bethany  Evange- 
lisch-methodistische  Kirche. 


The  Nikolaikirche  is  an  800- 
year-old  cathedral-type  sanctuary, 
now  a  Lutheran  church.  Weekly 
community  prayer  meetings  there 
last  summer  focused  on  the  need 
for  social  reform  in  East  Germany. 

In  September,  Mr.  Seifert  said, 
the  prayer  meetings  began  to 
overflow  into  the  streets  and  be¬ 
came  massive  public  demonstra¬ 
tions  pressing  the  communist 
government  for  change. 

“Our  economic  situation  is  ter¬ 
rible,”  Mr.  Seifert  said.  “Our 


leaders  were  corrupt.  And  those 
who  protested  paid  a  price.” 

He  then  pointed  to  a  small  pot¬ 
ted  flower  sitting  on  the  outside 
sill  of  a  church  window.  Attached 
to  it  was  a  handwritten  tribute  to 
protesters  who  had  suffered  at 
the  hands  of  police.  He  read  the 
note  out  loud: 

"Here  in  this  place  was  a  list  of 
names  of  those  who  were  impris¬ 
oned.  But  no  one  speaks  of  them, 
and  they  are  forgotten.  But  I  will 
not  forget  these  people  and  the 
terrible  time  from  Sept.  11-Oct. 
13,  1989.” 

Mr.  Seifert  said  that  neither  he 
nor  any  member  of  his  congrega¬ 
tion  was  directly  involved  in  the 
ongoing  protests  and  the  ensuing 
political  upheavals  that  have 


brought  his  country  to  the  brink 
of  anarchy. 

But,  he  said,  “we  pray  for 
those  who  participate”  and  sup¬ 
port  efforts  by  fellow  United 
Methodists  such  as  the  Rev. 
Martin  Lange  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
26)  to  promote  social  reforms. 

Mr.  Lange  is  one  of  three  co¬ 
moderators  of  national  “round¬ 
table”  meetings  preparing  for 
free  elections  in  May. 

“The  question  for  us,”  Mr.  Sei¬ 
fert  said,  "should  be:  How  can 
we  witness  to  the  Gospel  in  our 
situation? 

“Freedom  is  primarily  a  reli¬ 
gious  term,  not  a  political  term. 
I’m  free  because  I’m  a  citizen  not 
of  East  Germany  but  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God.” 


Faith  and 
Freedom 


German  United  Methodists 
face  the  ’New  Situation’ 

Second  in  a  series 


UM  presses  roll  despite  paper  limits 
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LEIPZIG,  East  Germany — The  Rev.  Helmut  Seifert,  an  East  Ger¬ 
man  United  Methodist,  stands  outside  the  Nikolaikirche.  That 
Lutheran  church  was  the  site  of  prayer  meetings  last  fall  that 
spawned  mass  protests  against  East  Germany's  communist 
government.  The  banner  calls  for  prayers  for  Romanians. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DRESDEN,  East  Germany — 
The  heart  of  United  Methodist 
publishing  activities  in  East  Ger¬ 
many  throbs  in  the  basement  of  a 
three-story  building  near  the 
train  station. 

There,  in  three  modest-sized 
rooms,  the  Rev.  Gerhard  Roegner, 
publisher  and  editor  for  East  Ger¬ 
man  United  Methodism,  oversees 
a  remarkably  vital  and  prolific 
publishing  enterprise. 

In  addition  to  a  monthly  con¬ 
ference  newspaper,  a  quarterly 
English-language  newsletter, 
Christian  education  teaching  ma¬ 
terials,  color  posters  and  faith-fo¬ 
cused  greeting  cards,  Mr. 
Roegner’s  office  publishes  as 
many  as  six  high-quality  hard¬ 
back  books  each  year. 


All  this  work  is  done  with  a  staff 
of  three  other  people  besides  him. 
And  he’d  like  to  do  more. 

“We  published  1.5  million 
marks  (about  $  1  million)  in  book 
sales  during  1989,”  he  said. 

“That  was  made  possible  with 
only  $10,000  to  $12,000  in  con¬ 
tributions,”  Mr.  Roegner  said. 
“With  just  a  little  more  we  could 
do  a  lot  more.” 

Provided,  that  is,  he  can  ob¬ 
tain  the  necessary  paper.  In  East 
Germany’s  state-controlled  econ¬ 
omy,  the  government  distributes 
all  paper  used  for  publishing. 

But  because  of  the  strict  sepa¬ 
ration  of  church  and  state,  his 
operation  receives  no  paper  allot¬ 
ment,  he  said. 

“We  rely  on  ‘gift  paper,’  ”  he 
said.  “Everything  we  publish  is 


made  possible  by  paper  we  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  ecumenical  com¬ 
munity  outside  East  Germany." 

He  said  he  hopes  that  may 
change  as  a  result  of  the  political 
turmoil  going  on  in  his  country. 
He  said  that  one  tangible  sign  of 
such  hope  is  his  invitation  to  serve 
on  a  “media  rountable”  with  other 
communications  people.  On  the 
agenda  are  discussions  of  how  to 
reallocate  government-controlled 
media  resources. 

Such  discussions  occurring 
throughout  East  Germany  are 
changing  the  face  of  the  society, 
Mr.  Roegner  said. 

“This  is  a  different  kind  of  rev¬ 
olution,”  he  said.  “It’s  a  revolu¬ 
tion,  not  of  violence,  but  of 
ideas,  of  words.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Is  Marxism  dead?  German  bishop  hopes  not 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DRESDEN,  East  Germany — 
Is  Marxism  dead? 

“Many  people  in  this  country 
are  saying  that  it  is,”  said  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Ruediger  Mi¬ 
nor.  But,  he  added,  “I  hope  they 
aren’t  right.” 

Bishop  Minor,  episcopal  leader 
of  East  Germany’s  26,000  Unit- 

Churches 
teach  health 
tips,  hygiene 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

DES  MOINES, 

Iowa — Darleen  Sick¬ 
ert,  a  Lutheran,  came 
out  of  retirement  to  be 
a  parish  nurse. 

She  works  for  the 
Gatchel-Trinity  United 
Methodist  parish  in  in¬ 
ner-city  Des  Moines. 

“We  serve  breakfast 
for  75  inner-city  kids 
five  days  a  week,”  she 
said.  “We  tutor  reading. 

We  do  arts  and  crafts. 

We  sponsor  an  Alcohol¬ 
ics  Anonymous  group. 

“The  school  across 
the  street  from  us  had 
a  high  incidence  of 
hepatitis,  so  we  spon¬ 
sored  an  old-fashioned 
hand-washing  and  hy¬ 
giene  program.” 


ed  Methodists,  is  an  active  par¬ 
ticipant  in  his  country’s  efforts  to 
shake  off  communist  rule  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  26).  ; 

But  Marxist  thought  has  asked 
questions  that  Christians  need  to 
hear,  he  said.  “As  critics,  I  think 
Marxists  are  still  relevant,”  Bish¬ 
op  Minor  said. 

For  example,  Marxism  forces 
Christians  to  confront  the  reality 


of,  and  to  ask  questions  about, 
social,  political  and  economic 
forms  of  power,  the  bishop  said. 

"Marxism  has  insights  into 
power  that  we  can  learn  from,” 
Bishop  Minor  said. 

Marxism’s  criticism  of  capital¬ 
ism’s  “competition  structures” 
remains  valid,  he  said. 

“Christians  need  to  be  seriously 
concerned  about  capitalism’s  prof¬ 


it-maximizing  at  the  expense  of  the 
Third  World,”  Bishop  Minor  said. 

Finally,  he  said,  “perhaps  the 
utopian  element  in  Marxism  is 
still  worth  talking  about”  among 
Christians. 

One  of  Marxism’s  key  utopian 
visions  is  of  a  society  based  on 
the  egalitarian  principle:  “from 
each  according  to  his  abilities,  to 
each  according  to  his  needs.” 


Nevertheless,  the  50-year-old 
bishop  said  that  Marxism  as 
practiced  in  East  Germany  has 
been  “shamefully  bad.”  He 
called  it  “a  flop.” 

“Most  United  Methodists  in 
this  country  would  give  you  an 
unreserved  negative  verdict  on 
Marxism,”  Bishop  Minor  said.  “I 
guess  I’m  an  outsider.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
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CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DES  MOINES,  Iowa— A  new 
member  of  the  ministry  team — the 
parish  nurse — is  helping  some 
United  Methodist  congregations 
tend  bodies  as  well  as  spirits. 

The  parish  nurse  is  the  modem  in¬ 
carnation  of  the  kind  of  health  care 
churches  provided  centuries  ago, 
said  experts  at  the  recent  United 
Methodist-initiated  “Health,  Whole¬ 
ness  and  Spirituality”  conference. 

“Parish  nursing  excites  nurses  be¬ 
cause  it  lets  them  practice  nursing 
in  the  way  they  want  to  do  it — 
treating  the  whole  person,”  said 
Ann  Solari-Twaddell,  director  of 
the  Lutheran-related  National  Par¬ 
ish  Nurse  Resource  Center  in  Park 
Ridge,  Ill. 

Ms.  Solari-Twaddell,  a  registered 
nurse,  said  the  center  lists  nearly 
500  parish  nurses  in  local  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  congrega¬ 
tions — including  United  Method¬ 
ist — across  the  United  States. 

Some  work  part  time. 

Most  parish  nurses  are  registered 
nurses  with  decades  of  experience, 
she  said.  Some  are  younger  nurses 
who  do  the  work  part  time. 

Parish  nursing  isn’t  an  organized 
nationwide  program  with  specific 
standards  or  programmatic  re¬ 
sources,  explained  Ms.  Solari- 
Twaddell. 

Aside  from  nursing  licensing 
standards,  which  vary  from  state  to 
state,  parish  nursing  is  as  flexible  or 
as  restricted  as  a  congregation 
wants  it  to  be,  she  said. 

In  some  places,  parish  nurses  are 
strictly  volunteers,  doing  whatever 
they  can  do  in  the  hours  they  al¬ 
lot — taking  blood  pressures,  doing 
cholesterol  tests,  etc.,  Ms.  Solari- 
Twaddell  said. 

In  others,  they’re  affiliated  with 
local  church-related  hospitals. 
Those  hospitals  uphold  certification 
standards,  contribute  to  the  nurse’s 


salary  and  have  fully  mapped-out 
programs. 

The  issues  of  job  supervision, 
hours  of  operation,  access  to  or  pay¬ 
ment  for  services  are  often  up  to  the 
sponsoring  congregation,  said  Ms. 
Solari-Twadell. 

Many  duties  possible 

Dr.  Judith  A.  Ryan,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  congregational  health  ser¬ 
vices  for  Lutheran  General  Hospital 
System  in  Chicago,  said  the  nurse’s 
duties  as  a  member  of  a  congrega¬ 
tion’s  ministry  team  can  include: 

✓  Helping  people  assess  health 
risks  in  such  habits  as  smoking  or 
lack  of  exercise. 

/  Coordinating  health  education 
that  reflects  Christian  spiritual  val¬ 
ues. 

/  Helping  people  change  their 
behaviors  to  promote  spiritual, 
emotional  and  physical  health. 

✓  Offering  primary  and  secondary 
services  to  prevent  diseases,  includ¬ 
ing  referring  individuals  or  families 
to  medical  care,  pastoral  counseling 
or  other  community  services. 

Dr.  Ryan  said  these  functions 
serve  to: 

■  Express  service  within  the  con¬ 
gregation  through  concrete  care  for 
the  individual’s  physical,  emotional 
and  spiritual  health. 

■  Build  bridges  between  local 
congregations  and  local  health-care 
services. 

■  Demonstrate  that  primary 
health  care  can  be  integrated  into 
the  present  mission  of  church-relat¬ 
ed  hospitals  and  homes  by  affili¬ 
ation  of  the  parish  nurse  with  one  of 
those  institutions. 

Dr.  Ryan  told  the  gathering  that 
the  parish-nurse  concept  grew  in 
respsonse  to  major  structural  shifts 
in  American  society. 

“The  insatiable  demand  for 
drugs,  dramatic  escalation  of  crime 
and  homicide  among  our  children, 
the  prevalence  of  AIDS — all  speak 
to  a  breakdown  in  basic  human  re¬ 
lationships,  family  structures, 


Parish  nurses 
blend  faith 
with  healing 


Nurses  who  serve  in  local  congregations  can: 

•  Be  volunteers  or  paid  employees. 

•  Be  employed  by  the  congregation  or  by  a  local  church- 
related  hospital. 

•  Help  people  assess  health  risks  in  such  habits  as 
smoking  or  lack  of  exercise. 

•  Coordinate  health  education  that  reflects  Christian 
spiritual  values. 

•  Help  people  change  their  behaviors  to  promote  spiritual, 
emotional  and  physical  health. 

•  Suggest  preventive  care,  including  referrals  to  doctors, 
pastoral  counseling  or  other  services. 


sources  of  authority  and  underlying 
values,”  said  Dr.  Ryan,  who  holds  a 
doctorate  in  health-care  administra¬ 
tion  and  formerly  was  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  American  Nurses 
Association. 

The  problem,  she  continued,  is  that 
no  organized  sector  of  American  soci¬ 
ety  is  prepared  to  manage  this  mas¬ 
sive  change.  Fragmentation  of  society, 
including  health-care  services,  has 
crippled  the  ability  to  respond. 

The  church  can  step  into  this 
breach  effectively  by  reclaiming  its 
historic  role  as  a  “health  place,”  Dr. 
Ryan  said. 

The  most  concrete  way  for  a  con¬ 
gregation  to  become  a  “health 
place”  is  to  sponsor  a  parish  nurse, 
she  said. 

The  2'/!-day  “Health,  Wholeness 


and  Spirituality”  symposium  was 
sponsored  by  The  Upper  Room,  the 
spiritual  formation  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship;  the  Iowa  Annual  Con¬ 
ference;  and  Iowa  Methodist  Health 
System. 
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connections 

TRIP  STILL  PLANNED:  Despite  un¬ 
rest  in  Panama  and  Nicaragua,  16  United 
Methodists  have  signed  up  for  a  mission-study 
travel  seminar  to  Central  America  next  month. 
Officials  at  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  said  no  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
itinerary  for  the  March  10-30  trip  to  Panama, 
Costa  Rica,  Nicaragua  and  Guatemala.  The 
United  Methodism  mission  board  sponsors  a 
different  trip  every  year  in  preparation  for  the 
annual  ecumenical  mission  study  chosen  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches.  Central  America 
was  selected  three  years  ago  as  the  1990-91  geo¬ 
graphical  study.  Participants  in  the  study  trip 
pay  their  own  $1,600  travel  costs. 

A  MESSAGE  FOR  THE  '90S:  in  the 

midst  of  today’s  widespread  “moral  and  spiritu¬ 
al  deterioration”  in  U.S.  so¬ 
ciety,  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.’s  message  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion,  freedom  and  hope 
speaks  even  more  loudly 
than  in  his  lifetime.  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May,  leader  of  the 
special  United  Methodist 
effort  to  fight  drugs,  deliv¬ 
ered  that  message  during 
the  King  memorial  service  Jan.  14  at  Washing¬ 
ton  National  Cathedral.  It  was  from  the  cathe¬ 
dral’s  pulpit  that  Dr.  King  delivered  his  last 
Sunday  sermon  before  his  assassination  in 
1968.  Bishop  May  called  for  churches  today  to 
address  the  “root  causes”  of  the  deterioration, 
which  he  identified  as  spiritual  malaise,  eco¬ 
nomic  injustice,  loss  of  affirmation  of  the  digni¬ 
ty  of  human  life. 

MOST  INFLUENTIAL:  A  United 

Methodist  laywoman  has  been  named  one  of  the 
10  most  influential  women  in  Arkansas  by  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  Networking  Professional  Exchange.  Euba 
Harris  Winton  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  said  she  has 
spent  the  past  35  years  of  her  life  “witnessing  for 
Christ  and  helping  others.”  Ms.  Winton,  66,  is  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Institute  of  Community 
Affairs.  It  operates  the  Mallalieu  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  Black  Community  Development 
Center.  As  a  community  developer,  Ms.  Winton 
said  she  has  the  opportunity  to  help  those  who 
“fall  through  the  cracks”  of  the  social  service  sys¬ 
tem  in  Fort  Smith. 

CHURCH  GROWTH  GIFT:  United 

Methodism’s  Iowa  Annual  Conference  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  $750,000  gift  from  E  &  M  Charities  in 
Muscatine,  Iowa,  for  a  recently  launched  capital 
campaign  for  church  growth  and  revitalization. 


Felton  May 


Does  partisan  stance  block  reconciliation? 

Critics  say  religious  leaders'  involvement  in  Mine  Workers'" strike  adds  to  tensions 
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Violent  acts — such  as  tossing  sharp-pointed  "jackrocks"  under 
coal-truck  tires — have  been  relatively  few  during  the  Pittston 
Coal  Co.  strike.  A  church  leader  credits  union  leaders  with  be¬ 
ing  committed  to  non-violence. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

Events  Sept.  17  marked  an 
emotional  crescendo  in  the  then 
6-month-old  labor  conflict  be¬ 
tween  the  United  Mine  Workers 
and  the  Pittston  Coal  Co.  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  19  and  Jan.  26). 

At  the  center  of  activities  on 
that  and  subsequent  days  was  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  the 
Rev.  James  Sessions,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  in  Appalachia  based  in 
Knoxville,  Tenn. 

That  Sunday,  Mr.  Sessions  and 
98  striking  miners — dubbed  the 
“Bold  99”  by  a  local  newspaper — 
staged  a  non-violent  takeover  in 
Russell  County,  Va.,  of  Pittston’s 
largest  coal  processing  plant. 

“I  was  invited  by  union  organiz¬ 
ers  of  the  takeover  to  go  along,” 
Mr.  Sessions  told  the  Reporter. 

“The  purpose  [of  my  involve¬ 
ment]  was  to  bear  witness  to  the 
non-violent  nature  of  the  occupa- 


The  Church 
and  the 
Coal  Strike 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  special  re¬ 
port  is  the  third  and  last  in  a  se¬ 
ries  about  the  involvement  of 
religious  leaders  and  church 
agencies  in  the  United  Mine 
Workers'  strike  against  Pittston 
Coal  Co. 


tion  and  to  give  some  credible 
testimony  to  the  good  faith  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  miners. 

“It  was  a  great  honor  to  have 
been  involved.” 

Not  'honorable'  to  all 

Although  the  minister's  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  takeover  heartened 
miners  and  their  families,  not  ev¬ 
eryone  viewed  it  as  “honorable.” 


Franklin  Gilmer,  a  Ufelong  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  layperson  from  Leba¬ 
non,  Va.,  was  among  those. 

Mr.  Gilmer’s  family  straddles 
both  sides  of  the  conflict.  His 
three  sons  work  for  Pittston.  A 
daughter-in-law’s  father  is  a  union 
member.  Mr.  Gilmer  himself 
teaches  mining  engineering  at 
Southwestern  Virginia  College  and 
has  friends  among  both  company 
and  union  people. 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  he  felt  “be¬ 
trayed”  by  Mr.  Sessions’  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  takeover. 

“I  immediately  felt  the  church 
was  taking  sides,”  he  said.  “I 
don’t  think  it’s  a  part  of  Wesley¬ 
an  Methodism  to  lead  a  group  of 
people  in  an  unlawful  takeover.” 

On  the  other  side  of  the  issue, 
he  wondered  why  his  own  United 
Methodist  regional  body — the 
Holston  Annual  Conference — 
hadn’t  actively  played  more  of  a 
peacemaking  role  in  the  Pittston 
conflict.  He  contrasted  his  confer¬ 
ence’s  inactivity  in  that  respect 
with  its  financial  support  of  Mr. 
Sessions’  organization. 

Mr.  Gilmer  said  that  emotions 
in  the  Pittston  conflict  “have  run 
higher  than  in  any  other  strike 
I’ve  seen.”  He  added  that,  Mr. 
Sessions’  witness  to  non-violence 
notwithstanding,  he  fears  that 
the  church’s  taking  sides  adds  to 
tensions  and  increases  chances 
for  violence. 

Asked  about  that,  Mr.  Sessions 
pointed  out  that  the  takeover  of 
the  Moss  No.  3  coal  processing 
plant  occurred  “without  a  single 
violent  incident.”  He  said  he  was 
convinced  that  union  leaders 
were  committed  to  conducting  a 
non-violent  strike. 

The  net  effect  of  Mr.  Sessions’ 
dramatic  involvement  in  the  plant 
takeover — combined  with  the  re¬ 
lease  a  few  weeks  later  of  the  state¬ 
ment  from  300  church  leaders 
calling  for  support  of  the  miners 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  19)  and  ongoing 
clergy-led,  anti-Pittston  demon¬ 
strations  in  Greenwich,  Conn,  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  26) — sent  a  clear  mes¬ 


sage  about  the  religious  leaders’ 
partisan  stance  in  the  strike. 

How  effective  was  stance? 

But  how  effective  was  that 
stance?  The  answer  to  that  ques¬ 
tion  depends  on  who  answers  it. 

According  to  Mr.  Sessions, 
“Miners  and  their  families  say  the 
church  has  been  a  very  positive  in¬ 
fluence  in  helping  them  survive 
with  food  and  clothing  and  keeping 
up  their  spirits.  In  my  mind,  the 
church  in  an  unprecedented  way 
has  contributed  to  a  non-violent 
settlement  of  this  conflict.” 

Mr.  Sessions  said  he  rejects 
any  suggestion  that  the  church, 
by  taking  sides,  may  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  prolonging  the  strike. 

“It  helped  the  miners  to  hang  in 
there,  but  they  would  have  done 
so  with  or  without  us,”  he  said. 

Pittston  spokeswoman  Susan 
Copeland  viewed  the  matter  dif¬ 
ferently. 

“The  church  has  been  a  factor, 
but  I  wouldn’t  say  it  was  construc¬ 
tive,”  Ms.  Copeland  said.  “Its 
public  statements  have  been  based 
purely  on  emotional  reasoning.” 

Ms.  Copeland  declined  to  say 
that  the  religious  community  had 
actually  been  an  “obstruction”  in 
reaching  a  settlement,  but  she  said, 
“I’m  not  sure  it  played  a  reconcil¬ 


ing  role  either.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Clay 
Lee  (Holston  Area)  said  it  more 
bluntly. 

“My  honest  feeling  is  that  the 
church  has  not  made  any  strong 
impact,”  he  said. 

He  explained  that  “the  nature 
of  the  problem,  such  as  people’s 
feelings  of  hopelessness  that  any¬ 
thing  is  ever  going  to  be  worked 
out  between  corporate  America 
and  the  miners,”  has  made  it  dif¬ 
ficult  for  the  church  to  play  a 
constructive  role. 

The  Rev.  Richard  A.  Hum¬ 
phrey,  pastor  of  Lebanon  (Va.) 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  offered  a  perspective 
from  one  whose  congregation  has 
lived  near  the  heart  of  strike  activ¬ 
ities  and  tensions  during  the  last 
nine  months  (see  UMR,  Jan.  19). 

Dr.  Humphrey  said  that  the 
church  leaders’  partisan  public 
stance  “didn’t  help  at  all”  in  re¬ 
solving  the  conflict  and  instead 
polarized  people. 

“1  think  the  church  has  to  take 
stands  and  at  the  same  time  try  to 
be  a  reconciling  agent,  either  by 
working  with  one  side  and  encour¬ 
aging  it  to  be  conciliatory  or  by 
trying,  like  our  church  did,  to  deal 
with  all  the  parties  involved.” 


Issues  behind  the  Pittston  strike: 

Pittston  proposes  Union  responds 

■  Retirement  benefits 

Provide  retiree  medical  coverage  Rejected  offer  and  went  on 
and  assist  in  securing  retirement  strike  after  existing  benefits 
benefits  from  pre-existing  indus-  expired, 
try  retirement  fund  if  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  don’t  strike  and  continue  ne¬ 
gotiations. 

■  Retirement  plan 

Replace  retirement  plan  adminis-  Retain  industrywide  plan 
tered  industrywide  with  a  plan  of¬ 
fering  comparable  benefits  but 
administered  companywide. 

■  Medical  coverage 

Have  Mine  Workers  pay  20  per-  Retain  100  percent  medical 
cent  of  medical  expenses.  coverage  paid  by  Pittston 

■  Work  schedule 

Allow  flexible  seven-day,  24-hour  Reject  all  work  on  Sundays. 

schedule  excluding  a  Sunday  day 

shift. 

■  Job  security 

Maintains  it  has  opened  compa-  Contends  company  created  non- 
nies  that  will  increase  number  of  union  affiliate-companies  as  a 
jobs  available  to  Mine  Workers.  way  to  break  union. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $  1  per  word,  figure,  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries.  Fast  growing  church  near  Johnson  Space 
Center  with  large  active  youth  program.  To  begin 
May  1.  1990.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  and 
call  for  interview.  Friendswood  UMC,  do  Don 
Meador,  204  W.  Edgewood,  Friendswood,  TX 
77546.(713)  482-7535. 

600-member  church.  Requirements  include  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  membership,  recreational,  teach¬ 
ing,  communication  skills,  ability  to  work  with  all 
ages.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience.  Re¬ 
sumes  to  include  a  statement  of  faith/calling. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY,  Eu¬ 

ropean  tours:  July  12-24,  August  14-25.  Con¬ 
firmed  tickets.  Host  experienced  12  years.  Write: 
Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence,  4192  Tattenham,  Boise, 

ID  83704, 

Send  to:  Rev.  D.  Ross  Denslow.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  200  NW  2nd  St.,  Okeechobee, 
FL  34972.  Phone:  (813)  763-4021. 

‘WESLEYAN  HERITAGE  TOUR,”  nine  days 

in  England.  Departing  Houston  June  26.  “Jour¬ 
neys  of  Paul  Tour,”  ten  days  in  Greece.  Depart¬ 
ing  October  3.  Escorted  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Doue 
Meyer,  1515  Ashford  Parkway,  Houston,  TX 
77077.  Free  brochure. 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  CCOM  PROGRAM 
Staff,  Alabama-West  Florida  Conference,  with 
special  emphasis  on  the  ethnic  local  church.  Sala- 
ry  to  be  based  on  one's  education,  experience  and 
working  knowledge  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Send  resume  and  photo  to:  Dr.  William 

E.  Calhoun,  P.O.  Drawer  700,  Andalusia,  AL 
36420.  Deadline  for  receiving  resumes  is  Febru¬ 
ary  16,  1990. 

A  WESLEYAN  HERITAGE  STUDY/TOUR 

especially  for  golfers.  A  one  week  Wesleyan 
study/tour  in  Britain  (ceu  credit  available)  plus 
six  rounds  of  golf  world  famous  golf  courses. 
Write:  Dr.  Jesse  Sowell,  Texas  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity,  1201  Wesleyan,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76105, 
or  call  (81 7)  531-4914. 

VACANCY  FOR  MINISTER  OF  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  (ordained  or  diaconal)  for  1600-member 
university  church.  Total  package  $26,000  in¬ 
cludes  housing.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Karen  Van- 
noy,  2409  Guadalupe.  Austin,  TX  78705.  Inter- 
views  will  begin  in  February. 

FLORIDA  BEACH  RENTAL  IN  BELLAIRE 

(Clearwater).  Available  monthly,  weekly.  2  bed¬ 
room,  2  bath  condo  on  Gulf  with  pool,  elevator. 
Days:  Arthur  (6 1 7)  482-4234. 

BUSINESS  AND  MINISTRY  OPPORTUNITY: 

Profitable,  established  book  ministry  in  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma  for  sale —  includes  training,  current  in¬ 
ventory.  cherrywood  fixtures  and  equipment.  For 
information  call:  (918)  835-9299  or  492-9660. 

NEEDED  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR. 
Salary  negotiable.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  350,  Weatherford,  OK  73096. 
Phone:  (405)  772-5565. 

COORDINATOR  OF  NEW  STUDENT  Recruit¬ 

ment.  Guide  activities  to  identify  and  cultivate 
new  students.  Organizational,  interpersonal  and 
phone  skills  required.  Reply  with  resume  to: 
Diana  Sharp,  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary ,  2121  Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL 
60201.  tOE. 

ENGLAND,  HEREFORDSHIRE.  One  of  the  best- 

preserved  medieval  villages  in  England,  Weobley  is 
an  ideal  centre  for  tourists.  A  welcome  awaits  you 
in  our  400  year  old  family  house  with  Bed  and 
Breakfast/Seif  Catering  Near  Welsh  border,  beauti¬ 
ful  countryside,  ancient  castles/churches  abound. 
Transport  to  and  from  Hereford  Station,  excur¬ 
sions  6-10  persons.  Details:  Saunders,  Mcllington 
House,  Weobley,  Herefordshire,  HR4  8SA  or  tele¬ 
phone  (from  U.S.)01 1-44-544-318537. 

FULL-TIME  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR.  Fast 

growing  congregation  in  Chicago  South  Suburb. 
Responsible  for  entire  education  programs.  Em¬ 
phasis  on  youth.  Degree  in  Christian  education 
or  divinity,  recipient  of  some  prebaccalaureate 
education  in  U.S.,  willing  devotion  in  serving  the 
Lord.  Salary  commensurate  with  qualification. 
Send  resume  to:  Chairman  of  PPRC,  Korean 
United  Methodist  Church,  19320  Kcdzie  Ave., 
Homewood,  IL  60430. 

“NEW  LIFE  FOR  DYING  CHURCHES,  It  Can 

Happen  Anywhere."  An  exciting,  best  seller  by 
Rose  Sims,  Circuit  Rider  Award  winner.  To  or¬ 
der  phone:  1-800-451  READ.  S7.95. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 

Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145 
week,  $450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability. 
Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville, 
NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  FIRST  UNITED 

Methodist  Church.  Dallas  seeks  Business  Admin¬ 
istrator.  Responsibilities  include  facilities  super¬ 
vision,  food  service  operation,  finance  and  mem¬ 
bership  administration,  computer  operation  and 
all  other  aspects  of  business  management.  Per¬ 
sons  interested  should  submit  resume  in  strict 
confidence  to:  Karen  Spencer,  do  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas. 
TX  75201.  Deadline  for  submitting  resumes  is 
February  1 5,  1990.  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 

Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones, 
pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m. 
(504)488-0856. 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  stitcheries. 

Make  items  for  church,  home,  bazaar,  gifts.  Cata¬ 
log  $  1 .00  (refundable  with  first  order).  Nancy  De¬ 
signs,  424R  East  Sixth,  Blue  Earth,  MN  56013. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 

Ministries  needed  for  1600-member  church. 
Minimum  3  years  full-time  experience,  mid  20's 
salary  package.  Immediate  opening.  Contact:  A1 
Hammer.  St.  John’s  U.M.C..  1800  Cypress  Gar¬ 
dens  Blvd.,  Winter  Haven.  FL  33884. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  Church. 

Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  houre  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per¬ 
sons  available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians' 
National  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36, 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE,  a  liberal  arts 
college,  Billings,  Montana,  800  students,  related  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.),  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  seeks  ordained  minister  of  one  of  these  de¬ 
nominations  for  new  position.  Campus  Minister. 
Applicants  should  send  letter  of  application,  profes- 
sional  vita,  names  and  addresses  of  three  refer¬ 
ences,  essay  no  longer  than  three  double-spaced 
typed  pages  on  how  arolicant  views  campus  minis¬ 
try  to:  Office  of  the  President,  RMC,  1511  Poly 
Drive,  Billings,  MT  59102,  by  March  31. 1990. 

Huntington,  WV  25706-0036. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 

Rockies.  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/ re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  do  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu¬ 

mulations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet, 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  nego¬ 
tiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  808.  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

CHRISTIAN  COUPLE  WANTED  FOR  CAMP. 

Maintenance/food  service  full-time.  Will  consid¬ 
er  individuals.  Apply  immediately  to:  Larry  Ka- 
las,  Lake  Poinsett  Camp.  Arlington,  SD  57512. 
(605)983-5547. 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits. 

fabrics.  Stoles,  paraments.  etc.  Brochure/fabric 
swatches  $3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  avail¬ 
able  for  meetings.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd..  Philadelphia,  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

FREE  BOOK  AND  INFORMATION  on  Family 

Ministries.  Write  or  call:  Dr.  Jacobson,  Family 
Education,  9330  W.  Escuda  Dr.  Peoria,  AZ 
85382.  Call:  (602)  566-1794. 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  COUNSEL.  J.D.  de¬ 
gree.  general  practice  experience,  and  strong  writ¬ 
ing  ability  required  for  a  variety  of  in-bouse  legal 
functions.  Excellent  benefits.  Send  resume,  law 
school  transcript  and  writing  sample  to:  Director 
of  Personnel,  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  1200  Davis  Street,  Evanston,  IL 
60201.  Deadline  March  1,  1990.  Equal  Opportu¬ 
nity  Employer. 

REFORMATION  '90:  GERMANY,  POLAND. 

Czechoslovakia,  Hungary,  Austria,  Passion  Play. 
Departing  West/East  Coasts  August  19.  Bro¬ 
chure.  Rev.  Wayne  Williams,  3374  Buckingham 
Drive,  San  Jose.  CA  95 1 1 8.  Call  (408)  978-5275. 

Singles  form  'church  within  church ' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

A  United  Methodist  “church 
within  a  church”  for  single  adults 
has  revitalized  a  congregation  in 
just  one  month. 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  has  nearly  dou¬ 
bled  its  worship  attendance  with  a 
new  “singles  ministry.” 

The  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Wilson  Jr., 
senior  pastor  of  the  church  for  13 
years,  said  it  was  time  for  his  400- 
member  congregation  to  start  a  new 
evangelism  program  “or  become  an 
old,  dying  church.” 

Therefore,  the  downtown  congre¬ 
gation  decided  to  reach  out  to  the 
newest  residents  of  its,  central-city 
neighborhood — single  adults.  ‘ 

When  First  UMC  conducted  its 
first  “singles  service”  Jan.  7,  some 
156  people  attended.  The  second 


“We  let  the  singles 
have  a  certain 
autonomy  that  lets 
them  act  as  a  separate 
church." 

— Thomas  R.  Wilson  Jr. 


Sunday  attendance  junjped  to  350. 
The  third  Sunday  it  rrise  past  400. 
That  was  also  the  first  day  an  invita¬ 
tion  was  made  for  singles  to  join  the 
congregation,  and  25  people  did. 

“What  we’ve  done  differently  is 
made  it  a  church  within  a  church,” 
said  Dr.  Wilson.  “When  the  singles 
join,  they  join  First  Church.  But  we 
let  the  singles  have  certain  autonomy 
that  lets  them  act  as  a  separate 
church.” 

The  Rev.  Michael  McAlister,  as¬ 


sociate  pastor,  leads  an  informal 
singles  worship  service  in  the  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  during  the  same  time 
the  traditional  worship  services 
meet  in  the  sanctuary. 

“That  [non-traditional]  service  uses 
worship  materials  from  other  denomi¬ 
nations  and  various  types  of  music,” 
Dr.  Wilson  said.  “We’ve  learned  that 
most  of  the  people  attending  this  ser¬ 
vice  are  not  United  Methodist  and 
are  unfamiliar  with  a  regular  United 
Methodist  worship  service.” 

The  church  announced  the  new 
program  through  paid  newspaper 
ads  and  television  spots.  The  daily 
“Commercial  Appeal”  newspaper 
in  Memphis  became  interested  in 
the  new  approach  to  evangelism 
and  did  two  front-page  stories  on 
the  program. 

Two  weeks  later,  the  success  story 
was  told  on  National  Public  Radio’s 
“Weekend  Edition.” 

/ 


Pig  project,  hurt  by  Hurricane  Hugo, 
needs  help  for  devastated  breeders 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

“These  South  Carolina  farmers 
have  had  nothing  but  problems,” 
said  the  Rev.  Willis  T.  Goodwin, 
pastor  of  Emmanuel  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Sumter,  S.C. 

“First,  there  was  a  drought.  Then 
[Hurricane]  Hugo  came.  Then  we 
had  a  flood.  Then  a  freeze.  Now, 
these  farmers  have  had  to  start  from 
the  bottom  again.” 

Mr.  Goodwin  directs  Mideastem. 
Farmers  Swine  Project  in  Sumter. 
That’s  a  farmers  cooperative  associ¬ 
ation  in  the  midlands  of  South  Car- 
olina.  It’s  related  to  the  South 
Carolina  Annual  Conference  and 
receives  gifts  from  individual  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  through  the  Advance 
for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

Mr.  Goodwin  said  that  Hurricane 
Hugo  caused  the  association  to  lose 
at  least  80  percent  of  its  livestock. 
Most  of  the  pigs  were  breeding  dur¬ 
ing  that  time. 

He  said  many  of  the  farmers  lost 
their  homes  and  are  living  in  shel¬ 
ters. 

The  co-op  works  to  upgrade  the 


GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO 


SUMTER,  S.C.— The  Rev.  Willis 
T.  Goodwin  checks  on  pigs 
raised  by  the  Mideastern  Farm¬ 
ers  Swine  Project,  a  program 
supported  by  the  Advance. 

standards  of  living  of  poor  farmers 
by  helping  breed  quality  livestock. 
By  purchasing  pure  breed,  No.  1 
grade  swine  and  raising  these  ani¬ 
mals  in  a  clean,  isolated  and  moni- 


Partnership 
in  Missions 

/OWMCE 

/Vo  gift  too  small 

Feeder  Pig  Project 

Advance  No.  741321-7  (Program) 

No.  741322-8  (Capital  Campaign) 


tored  environment,  association 
members  can  better  compete  in  the 
livestock  market. 

Started  in  1984,  the  co-op  oper¬ 
ates  on  a  “pass  along”  system. 

“The  association  purchases  gilts 
(young  female  pigs)  and  boars  (an 
uncastrated  hog),  producing  litters 
of  gilts  and  boars.  Those  pigs  will 
then  be  passed  along  to  family 
farmers  in  the  region,”  he  said. 

When  the  program  first  started,  it 
serviced  some  120  farmers  in  Sum¬ 
ter,  Lee,  Clarendon  counties  of 
South  Carolina.  The  ministry  has 
expanded  through  a  five-county 
area  and  is  available  to  nearly  500 
farmers. 

Mr.  Goodwin  said  from  85  to  100 
people  come  to  the  co-op  on  Satur¬ 
days,  not  just  for  workshops  but  for 
a  hot  meal. 


GIVE  HER  A  CHANCE 
IN  LIFE 


BENDA  will  be  ten  years  old  in  July. 
She  was  accepted  at  a  Christian  or¬ 
phanage  in  India  because  her  parents 
are  poverty  stricken.  The  orphanage 
superintendent  gave  Benda  a  new 
dress  and  a  colorful  ribbon  to  tie  in 
her  hair. 

WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  , 

founded  in  1965  by  a  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  and  his  wife,  is  seeking  a  spon¬ 
sor  for  Benda  and  many  children  like 
her. 

You  could  be  a  sponsor  for  $13  a 
month.  You’ll  receive  full  information 
about  the  child:  name,  photo,  ad¬ 
dress  and  case  history.  You  may  cor¬ 
respond  with  the  child. 

WCI  sent  88%  of  funds  received  in 
1988  overseas  for  the  children’s 
food,  clothing  and  other  needs.  The 
corporation  is  U.S.  government  ap¬ 
proved,  and  all  donations  are  tax  de¬ 
ductible.  You  will  receive  an  audit. 
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Correction 


A  correction  is  needed  for  the  Lake  Charles  District  Listening  Posts 
which  appeared  in  the  February  2  issue  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist.  The  dates  and  locations  are  as  follows: 


Sunday,  February  11th 
Monday,  February  12th 
Tuesday,  February  13th 


2:30  p.m.  First  Church,  Lake  Charles 
7 :00  p .  m .  First  Church ,  Leesville 
7:00  p.m.  First  Church,  Jennings 


Don't  Ovedook 
Subscribing  To  The 
Louisiana  United  Methodist! 


Peter  Drucker  and  others  tell  us  that  we  have  entered  the  age  of  in¬ 
formation. 


In  THE  NEW  REALITIES,  Drucker  distinguishes  between  infor¬ 
mation  and  data.  Information  is  what  we  take  into  our  being  to  give  life 
perspective,  meaning,  and  a  center.  Other  facts,  etc.,  are  mere  data. 

My  desk  is  cluttered  with  data:  Studies,  reports,  statistics,  requests, 
brochures.  I  continually  seek  more  effective  ways  of  distinguishing  be¬ 
tween  the  avalanche  of  data  and  life-giving  information. 

Drucker  further  intimates  that  true  information  clarifies  and  points 
to  our  integrating  vision  of  life. 

This  is  especially  true  for  the  church.  May  I  suggest  that  our  basic 
“information”  as  Christians  comes  from  our  participation  in  the  Body 
of  Christ.  Community  and  communication  come  from  the  same  root. 

One  major  instrument  that  bonds  us  together  and  connects  us  in 
Christ  is  the  LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST.  It  truly  informs. 

February  is  subscription  month.  For  $10.00  per  year,  the  church  in 
all  its  dimensions  comes  into  our  living  room  each  week. 

I  urge  you  to  subscribe.  Your  pastor  will  have  forms. 

uxhl Ad  e-~\ 


1990  Tour  for 
Youth  Announced 


Dr.  Carlton  R.  Young  recently 
announced  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Chorale  Tour  of  En¬ 
gland  and  Europe  will  take  place 
June  17-July  6,  1990. 

United  Methodist  singers,  ages 
16-22  are  invited  to  perform  in  the 
historic  churches,  abbeys  and  cathe¬ 
drals  of  England,  France,  Switzer¬ 
land,  Austria  and  Holland. 

In  West  Germany  UMYC  will  at¬ 
tend  the  renown  Oberammergau 
Passion  Play  and  sing  in  the  village 
church. 

Over  800  singers  and  chaperones 
from  48  states  have  participated  in 


1 1  previous  tours  directed  by  Dr. 
Young,  composer,  teacher  and  edi¬ 
tor  of  THE  UNITED  METHOD¬ 
IST  HYMNAL.  He  will  be  assisted 
by  Ms.  Carol  Ann  Bradley,  Diaco- 
nal  Minister  of  Music,  Columbus, 
Ohio;  Ms.  Barbara  J.  Day,  Diaconal 
Minister  of  Music,  Atlanta,  Geor¬ 
gia;  and  Rev.  Jerry  Henry,  Execu¬ 
tive  Secretary  of  the  Fellowship  of 
United  Methodists  in  Worship, 
Music  and  other  Arts. 

For  applications  and  further  in¬ 
formation  contact;  The  United 
Methodist  Youth  Chorale,  P.O.  Box 
128001,  Nashville,  TN  372 1 2-800 1 , 
(615)292  5734. 


Annual  Conference  Events 

Any  events  planned  by  individuals  or  groups  during  the  1990  Loui¬ 
siana  Annual  Conference  session  should  be  scheduled  through  Dr. 
Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Conference  Secretary,  by  calling  (504)  346- 
1646  as  soon  as  possible. 

Those  persons  in  charge  of  luncheons,  banquets,  etc.  should  con¬ 
tact  Mr.  Dick  Anders,  Centenary  College,  (318)  869-5108  for  desired 
room,  price  and  arrangements. 


Scenes  Around  The  Conference 


YOUNG  VOICES  —  The  Children  of  the  Gonzales  UMC  enjoyed 
singing  for  the  congregation  during  the  "Hanging  of  the  Greens" 
program.  Mrs.  Yvonne  Walker  is  the  choir  director  for  the  children. 


FRIENDS  FOREVER  —  The  "Friends  Forever"  Winter  Retreat,  spon¬ 
sored  by  a  group  of  caring  adults  and  youth  leaders  was  held  re¬ 
cently  at  the  Caney  Conference  Center.  Together  they  shared  a 
Bible  study,  pizza  party,  dancing,  and  a  sharing  of  the  gifts  time. 
The  camp  centered  on  Scripture,  )ohn  15.  Nineteen  north  Louisiana 
churches  were  represented.  The  directors  were  Carol  Hogg,  Steve 
Willis,  and  Jay  Waalk. 


SHEPHERD'S  VISIT  —  Shown  gathered  during  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden's  recent  Shepherd's  Visit  to  St.  Francisville  UMC  are:  I.  to  r., 
Earl  junkins.  Rev.  Harold  Babin,  pastor,  Dr.  George  Calvin,  Baton 
Rouge  District  Superintendent,  Mrs.  Calvin,  Ed  Daniel,  Tom  Temple, 
Bishop  Oden,  Mrs.  Marilyn  Oden,  Jimmy  Whittington,  Patricia  Ba¬ 
bin,  Clara  Ruth  Saint,  and  Sue  Catchings. 


DEDICATION  HELD  —  New  hymnals  and  pew  Bibles  were  recently 
dedicated  at  Tangipahoa  UMC.  Officials  participating  are  pictured 
I.  to  r.,  Dr.  Warren  Blakeman,  North  Shore  District  Superintendent; 
Rev.  Norwood  "Woody"  Hingle,  pastor;  Mark  Waller,  Chairman  of 
the  Board;  Jonnie  Lanier,  Secretary  Treasurer;  and  Robert  Pezant, 
Lay  Leader. 


CHAPTER  ESTABLISHED  —  Officers  for  the  newly  organized  Loui¬ 
siana  Bayou  State  Chapter  15  of  the  National  Camping  Methodists 
were  installed  by  Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith,  Lake  Charles  District  Su¬ 
perintendent,  at  Kinder  UMC  Sunday,  January  7.  Shown  pictured 
are  I.  to  r.  (front  row)  Susie  Floyd,  secretary,  Uskichitto  Retreat 
Center;  Joan  Miller,  historian,  Ville  Platte;  (back  row)  Gene  Allen, 
president,  Sulphur;  Harold  Brown,  treasurer,  Jennings;  Eugene 
Broussard,  Wagonmaster,  Moss  Bluff;  and  Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate, 
Chaplain,  Kinder. 


UMW  GATHERING  —  The  Night  Sub-group  of  the  UMW  of  David 
Haas  UMC  in  Bunkie,  gathered  for  its  annual  Christmas  party  at  the 
home  of  member  Winona  O.  Cochran.  In  addition  to  good  food, 
games,  and  fellowship,  they  also  prepared  Christmas  fruit  baskets 
for  the  members  of  the  church  who  are  unable  to  attend  worship 
services.  This  past  Christmas  season  they  were  able  to  deliver  18 
decorated  bags  of  fruit  and  gifts.  Those  attending  the  function 
were:  Bee  Sandefur,  Barbara  Ripley,  Veda  Deville,  Dallene  Perkins 
(UMW  President),  Janice  Richardson  (Night  Sub-group  leader), 
Bonnie  Holbrook,  Lanell  O'Brian,  Gertrude  Hall,  Winona  Cochran, 
and  Jeanette  Perkins. 


In  Memoriam 

Rev.  Ira  W.  Flowers,  retired  minister,  died  January  25  1990.  Rev. 
Flowers  was  86  at  the  time  of  death.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Agatha  B.  Flowers,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

Mrs.  Veva  Cooke,  wife  of  retired  minister.  Rev.  R.  Leonard  Cooke, 
died  January  25,  1990.  Mrs.  Cooke  was  81  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  re¬ 
cently  hosted  the  Centenary  Choir 
in  the  sanctuary.  The  fifty-four 
voice  choir,  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Will  Andress,  on  a  weekend 
tour  and  made  FUMC  its  last  stop 
before  returning  to  Shreveport.  The 


concert  opened  with  a  medley  of  pa¬ 
triotic  American  songs  and  contin¬ 
ued  with  medleys  from  current 
Broadway  shows  including  Cats  and 
Big  River,  as  well  as  music  of  the 
ever  popular  Hoagy  Carmichael. 
The  sacred  music  ranged  from  Bach 


Single  Adult  Ministries  Plan  for  Houston 


A  national  meeting  for  United 
Methodist  Leaders  in  single  adult 
ministries  is  scheduled  to  take  place 
July  25-29  1990  in  Houston,  Texas. 
In  addition  to  this  event,  a  national 
gathering  for  single  adults  will  take 
place  July  27-29,  1990.  Both  events 
will  be  held  at  the  Westin  Oaks  Ho¬ 
tel  located  in  the  Galleria.  Leaders 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  learn 
the  latest  facts  and  information  re¬ 
garding  single  adults,  in  addition  to 
developing  new  skills  for  the  minis¬ 
try  with  single  adults.  Those  in¬ 
volved  will  be  able  to  celebrate, 
worship,  and  share. 

Guest  speaker  Ezra  Earl  Jones, 
General  Secretary  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  will  speak  on 
the  topic,  “From  Brokenness  to 
Wholeness.” 

He  leads  a  staff  whose  role  is  to 
resource  United  Methodist  congre¬ 


gations  in  their  ministry  with  all 
ages  and  groups  of  people.  As  Chief 
Administrator,  Dr.  Jones  insures 
that  consultative  services,  print  and 
audiovisual  materials,  training,  re¬ 
search,  and  new  methods  for  minis¬ 
try  reach  individual  churches  and 
communities. 

Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke,  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Arkansas  area,  main¬ 
tains  a  strong  commitment  to  local 
church  ministry  including  single 
adult  ministry.  He  will  lead  a  dis¬ 
cussion  on  “The  Church  and  Single 
Adult  Ministry.” 

As  former  editor  of  Solo  Maga¬ 
zine  and  Spirit  Magazine,  and  as 
one  of  the  founding  board  members 
for  the  National  Association  of  Sin¬ 
gle  Adult  Leaders,  Jerry  Jones  has 
long  been  associated  with  singles 
ministry.  He  will  speak  on  the  topic 


of  "The  Status  of  Single  Adulthood 
in  the  USA.” 

Sheron  Patterson  serves  as  Asso¬ 
ciate  Pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Dal¬ 
las.  As  a  former  member  of  the 
North  Texas  Conference’s  Task 
Force  on  Single  Adult  Ministries 
and  as  founder  and  director  of  sin¬ 
gles  ministry  at  St.  Luke  “Commu¬ 
nity”  UMC,  she  has  a  long  history 
with  single  adults.  Winner  of 
awards  for  journalism  and  excel¬ 
lence  in  Christian  social  ethics,  and 
invited  two  years  in  a  row  to  be  the 
guest  preacher  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  Women’s  Week,  Ms.  Pat¬ 
terson  is  a  recognized  leader  and 
preacher.  She  will  be  the  worship 
leader  for  the  event. 

The  gathering  for  single  adults 
will  once  again  include  Rev. 
Patterson,  and  will  also  include 


Rev.  Keith  Miller  who  will  speak  on 
“Relationships  and  Commitments 
in  the  Single  Life.” 

Singles  will  participate  in  work¬ 
shops  dealing  with  ways  to  live  as 
singles  in  today's  society.  Those  at¬ 
tending  will  also  experience  wor¬ 
ship  each  day  and  have  time  for 
fellowship  and  discussion  ties  with 
single  adults  as  well  as  leaders  in 
single  adult  ministry. 

Registration  cost  of  $60  if  regis¬ 
tered  by  March  1,  1990;  $70,  for 
registrations  by  May  15,  1990;  $80, 
for  late  registrations  following  May 
1 5;  and  $60  for  groups  of  three  or 
more  if  all  registered  by  May  1 5.. 

For  further  information  regarding 
these  events,  contact  Larry  Lewis, 
527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802,  (504)  346-1646. 


to  contemporary  composer  Daniel 
E.  Gawthrop  to  spirituals.  Rev. 
Chris  Andrews  is  pastor  of  First 
Church. 

•  *  * 

Margaret  Austin,  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Regional  AIDS  Inter- 
faith  Network,  presented  a  program 
recently  during  Family  Night  Sup¬ 
per  at  William  B.  Reily  Memorial 
University  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Sponsored  by  the  church’s  Church 
and  Society  Work  Area,  Ms.  Austin 
outlined  the  crisis  of  AIDS  facing 
the  nation  and  pointed  to  specific 
responses  which  churches  could 
make.  She  encouraged  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  care  teams  in  congregations 
that  would  provide  help  to  persons 
with  the  disease.  Following  the 
church  dinner  she  met  with  a  small 
group  and  provided  suggestions  and 
resources  for  the  forming  of  a  care 
team.  Sharing  in  the  training  of  the 
care  team  was  Aaron  Portier,  Loui¬ 
siana  Director  of  the  Regional 
AIDS  Interfaith  Network.  Dr. 
Philip  Woodland  is  pastor  of  Uni¬ 
versity. 

*  *  * 

A  beautiful  program  of  Christmas 
music  was  recently  presented  at 
Lake  Providence  UMC  by  the  Bell 
and  Sanctuary  Choirs.  The  Beil 
Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Mar¬ 


tha  Carolyn  Scott,  and  the  Sanctu¬ 
ary  Choir,  under  the  direction  of 
Mattie  Rae  Coppage,  presented  a 
variety  of  Christmas  music.  Ms. 
Coppage  selected  different  pieces  of 
music  from  various  Christmas  Can¬ 
tatas  that  she  has  directed  in  the 
past.  She  has  directed  Adult  Choirs 
in  Many,  Haynesville,  Vivian,  La- 
keview  in  Minden,  and  Coushatta. 
Jan  Holt  was  the  organist  and  Mark 
Smutz  was  the  narrator.  Approxi¬ 
mately  200  attended  the  event.  Rev. 
Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr.  is  pastor  of 
Lake  Providence. 

*  *  * 

A  Christmas  Tea  for  the  ladies  of 
First  UMC  in  Denham  Springs  was 
held  during  the  Christmas  season  at 
the  parsonage  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Steven  Spurlock.  The  UMW  fur¬ 
nished  refreshments.  Rev.  Spurlock 
is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Ruston  District  will  host  its 
Laity  Banquet  Thursday,  February 
15  at  6:30  p.m.  The  banquet  will  be 
held  at  First  UMC  in  Minden. 
Guest  speaker  for  the  event  is  artist, 
preacher,  and  author,  Kenneth  Wy¬ 
att.  Rev.  James  Poole  is  the  Ruston 
District  Superintendent  and  Rev. 
Robert  Burgess  is  pastor  of  First 
Church. 
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Editorial —  - 

Called  to  holy  risk-taking 


Jesus  frequently  called  His  fol¬ 
lowers  to  take  risks.  Consider: 

“If  anyone  strikes  you  on  the 
right  cheek,  turn  to  him  the  other 
also. . . .”  (Matthew  5:39). 

“He  who  finds  his  life  will  lose  it, 
and  he  who  loses  his  life  for  my 
sake  will  find  it.”  (Matthew  10:39). 

“Love  your  enemies,  and  do 
good,  and  lend,  expecting  nothing 
in  return. . . .”  (Luke  6:35). 

Despite  such  clear  “marching  or¬ 
ders"  from  our  Lord,  vast  numbers 
of  modem  Christians  have  become 
more  comfortable  being  comfort¬ 
able  than  in  risking  such  unconven¬ 
tional  behaviors. 

The  cautious  tendencies  of  count¬ 
less  congregations  may,  in  fact,  be  a 
primary  contributing  factor  to 
steady  membership  decline  of 
mainstream  Christianity  in  this 
country. 

Dr.  David  Roozen,  a  prominent 
sociologist  of  religion,  told  “USA 
Today”  recently  that  a  prime  factor 
in  that  decline  is  the  reality  of 
"more  choices”  and  “alternative 
Christian  lifestyles." 

In  other  words,  congregations  that 
are  willing  to  risk  responding  to  rapid¬ 
ly  changing  needs  and  opportunities 
are  likely  to  grow.  Congregations  that 
are  slow  to  risk  change  aren’t  likely  to 
expand  either  their  numbers  or  their 
influence. 

The  risk-taking  example  of  a  400- 
member  inner-city  church  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn.,  is  instructive. 

The  First  United  Methodist 


Church  was  in  danger  of  becoming 
"an  old,  dying  church,"  according 
to  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Thomas  R. 
Wilson  Jr.  (see  UMR,  Feb.  2). 

First  UMC  nearly  doubled  its 
numbers,  however,  when  it  initiated 
an  unconventional  ministry  to  sin¬ 
gle  adults.  The  key:  a  willingness  to 
take  numerous  risks,  including  al¬ 
lowing  the  singles  to  function  as  a 
separate  congregation  with  minimal 
control  by  the  parent  body. 

As  people  of  faith,  we,  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  are  called  to  engage  in  holy 
risk-taking.  Our  willingness  to  take 
risks  is  a  logical  extension  of  the 
classic  scriptural  definition  of  faith: 
trust  in  God’s  promises  “of  things 
hoped  for,  the  conviction  of  things 
not  seen”  (Hebrews  11:1). 

In  many  our  trust  (n  God  will 
mean  facing  the  uncertainty  of  "do¬ 
ing  something  we  never  did  before.” 

In  others,  it  may  require  sacrific¬ 
ing  something — control,  time,  mon¬ 
ey,  space,  etc. — without  any 
guarantees  of  hoped-for  results. 

In  still  others,  taking  risks  may 
call  for  going  against  the  grain  of 
popular  opinion  in  efforts  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  people — the  poor,  the  home¬ 
less,  people  with  AIDS,  etc.— whom 
others  have  rejected. 

In  that  light,  here  are  two  perti¬ 
nent  questions  for  groups  in  your 
congregation: 

✓  What  risks  have  we  taken  re¬ 
cently  for  the  glory  of  God? 

•f  What  can  we  do  to  encourage 
and  empower  others  to  take  risks? 


Letters  to  the 

Do  you  really  want  Christians  to  speak  out ? 


THOSE  WILUNI&  TO  TUEOL.O&17.E  ABOUT, 
EXP0OHD  OPOM,  AMALYZE,  FORM  COMMITTEES 
TO  STUDY,  ADMlMISTES,  FACILITATE,  AMD 
COMTRtBOTE  fAONlEV  TOWARDS 
THE  WORK  OF  THE.  OHOCCH- 


THOSE  WILUMCr 
TO  DO  THE  WORK. 
OF  THE  6HORC.R. 


The  following  are  some  brief 
comments  concerning  the  last 
few  issues  of  the  Reporter. 

After  reading  the  Reporter  for 
nearly  20  years,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  you  do  not  want 
Christians  to  speak  out  on  social 
issues  but  rather  want  to  speak  for 
Christians  on  social  issues. 

Everybody  in  the  United 
States  has  not  only  the  right  but 
also  the  privilege  to  speak  out  on 
any  issue.  Those  who  speak  for 
others  have  special  responsibil¬ 
ities  and  are  generally  known  as 
politicians.  They  belong  to  an 
honorable  profession,  which  in 
the  United  States  is  not  directly 
related  to  any  church,  thanks  to 
God  and  'he  framers  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 

Church  leaders  do  not  belong 
in  this  latter  category. 

1  hope  that  the  news  in  the  Re¬ 
porter  of  the  1990s  may  reflect 
more  of  God’s  love  for  all  of  us, 
that  it  may  show  us  where  we  as 
Christians  can  do  more  and  bet¬ 
ter  than  we  have  done  thus  far, 
and  that  the  peace  we  are  seeking 
is  His  peace  and  not  the  peace  so 
often  written  about  in  the  Re¬ 
porter.  John  14:27  states  it  best 
"not  as  the  world  giveth." 

If  these  distinctions  of  what  is 
religious  and  what  is  political 
cannot  be  made  and  recognized 
in  the  Reporter,  and  if  your  edi¬ 
torial  staff  persists  in  filling  its 


pages  with  a  mixture  of  social 
and  religious  issues  that  few  of  us 
do  understand  or  appreciate, 
than  I  would  rather  be  dropped 
from  your  mailing  list. 

Jelle  de  Boer 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Subtleties  count 

Bernie  Mullikin  Jr.  says  that  he 
knows  the  meaning  of  Christmas 
and  that  it  doesn't  bother  him 
whether  the  three  “wise  men” 
are  depicted  as  black  or  white 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  19). 

Mr.  Mullikin  says  that  is  an 
“insignificant  matter.” 

He  doesn’t  yet  understand  how 
subtle  racism  can  be.  Subtleties 
are  picked  up  as  messages  to  the 
downtrodden — especially  the 
young — that  they  are  unimpor¬ 
tant,  that  their  plight  is  invisible 
and  that  they  are  “insignificant.” 

Does  the  “real  meaning  of 


Christmas”  require  that  we  put 
on  blinders  and  that  we  see  only 
“joy.”  No!  Jesus  came,  comes  and 
is  coming  to  illuminate  even  the 
unpleasant  issues  that  face  us. 

I  believe  Cynthia  Astle’s  article 
headlined,  "Christmas  message 
can  get  lost  in  the  cards”  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  22)  was  using  that 
light  to  illuminate. 

Ms.  Astle  does  know  the  “true 
spirit  of  Christmas.” 

Isabel  Davis 
Dallas,  Texas 

Kudos  for  stand 

Kudos  to  John  Shaffer  for  his 
courage  and  good  sense  in  oppos¬ 
ing  the  effort  to  end  the  guaranteed 
appointment  (see  UMR,  Jan.  12). 

The  possibilities  for  abuse  of  the 
system  would  indeed  be  height¬ 
ened  by  ending  our  traditional 
practice.  Is  this  a  case  of  taking  the 
easy  way  out? 


If  we  have  failed  to  police  the 
system,  shouldn’t  we  upgrade  the 
policing  methodology  rather  than 
leave  ourselves  open  for  poten¬ 
tial  abuse? 

One  thing  that  Mr.  Shaffer  did 
not  bring  into  the  discussion  is 
that  our  system  has  been  tradi¬ 
tionally  one  that  has  balanced 
ministers’  willingness  to  go 
where  we  are  sent  with  a  guaran¬ 
tee  that  we  be  sent  somewhere. 

Are  those  who  wish  to  end  this 
system,  which  has  worked  quite 
well  for  a  long,  long  time,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  pastors  give  up  their 
rights  without  a  compensating 
freedom  to  choose  where  they 
will  serve? 

I  hope  that  many  voices  join 
John  Shaffer  in  opposing  this 
erosion  of  our  distinctive  and 
time-honored  system. 

Bob  Stippich 
Tremont,  Pennsylvania 


What  do  you  think? 


Readers  suggest  alternatives  to  'apportionments' 


The  Reporter  recently  asked 
readers  to  respond  to  Oklahoma 
Area  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon’s  sug¬ 
gestion  that  United  Methodists 
need  a  term  other  than  "apportion¬ 
ments”  to  describe  the  way  we  pay 
for  ministries  beyond  the  local 
church  (see  UMR,  Jan.  26). 

Here  is  a  sampling  of  responses: 

How  about  calling  apportion¬ 
ments  "The  First  Mile”? 

The  Northern  Illinois  conference 
and  many  other  conferences  have 
for  a  long  time  been  calling  giving 
to  Advance  Specials  "Second  Mile 
Giving.”  What  we  seem  to  be  call¬ 
ing  “First  Mile  Giving”  is  not  be¬ 
yond  the  loca!  church  but  giving 
kept  within  the  ivcal  church — giv¬ 
ing  for  “ourselves.’ 


That,  however,  does  not  reflect 
the  meaning  of  Christ’s  words  when 
He  mentions  that  should  a  disciple 
be  forced  to  go  one  mile,  we  should 
graciously  go  two  miles  to  show  the 
spirit  of  Christian  generosity  and 
love  (Matthew  5:41). 

Should  we  call  apportionments 
“The  First  Mile,”  we  would  not  be 
looking  at  such  generosity  as  a  chore 
imposed  by  another  but  as  a  privilege 
we  should  be  expected  to  respond  to 
with  the  grace  of  a  true  disciple. 

“The  First  Mile”  and  “First  Mile 
Giving”  seem  to  me  to  be  a  very  rel¬ 
evant  appellation  for  apportion¬ 
ments  because  that’s  exactly  what 
Apportionments  happen  to  be:  The 
First  Mile! 

Thomas  Kingery 
Plano,  Illinois 


Yes,  let’s  have  a  new  name  for  ap¬ 
portionments  and  separate  pensions 
and  insurance  from  mission  funds. 

I  suggest  “cooperative  giving” 
with  the  acronym  COG  and  its  con¬ 
notation  that  COG  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  whole  church  rather  than 
an  afterthought. 

My  second  choice  would  be  "co¬ 
operative  mission  giving." 

Maxine  Bond 
Scotsdale,  Arizona 

“A  rose  by  any  other  name  would 
smell  as  sweet.” 

Jackie  Gregory 
F  loydada,  Texas 

What’s  in  a  name?  Integrity.  When 
is  the  church — institutionalized  as  it 
is — going  to  realize  that  to  grab  my 


attention  and  keep  it,  it  will  not  be 
because  of  guilt  or  loyalty? 

It  will  be  when  we  again  serve 
God  by  claiming  our  shared  faith  in 
Christ  Jesus:  the  God  that  sent  Je¬ 
sus,  His  only  son,  to  take  our  sins, 
one  who  knew  no  sin  and  releases 
us  to  serve  Him  and  one  another. 

So  to  change  the  institutional 
name  of  apportionments  doesn’t 
hack  it  with  me.  I  am  willing  to  pay 
my  fair  share  for  the  good  of  the  or¬ 
ganization,  but  to  inspire  me  to 
continue  to  give  tithe  and  time,  it 
takes  the  claim  of  Christ  on  me,  on 
you  and  on  the  organization. 

It  takes  telling/showing  me  that 
what  we  do  is  directly  related  to 
bringing  me  and  others  to  the  sav¬ 
ing  power  and  knowledge  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  an  understanding  of  how 


Here  I  stand  — 

We  must  stop  freezing  people  out  of  church 


By  FRANK  H.  BILLMAN 

Ray  and  Nancy  and  their  family 
of  six  children  were  very  active  in 
our  United  Methodist  church  for  1 5 
years.  They  stayed  throughout  sev¬ 
eral  periods  of  controversy  and 
deep  division  within  the  church. 

Ray  and  Nancy  were  active  on 
many  committees  and  helped  with 
many  special  projects  in  the  church. 
They  were  always  willing  to  lend  a 
hand.  They  were  tithers  and  sup¬ 
ported  the  church  with  their  sacrifi¬ 
cial  giving. 

You  would  think  any  church 
would  be  glad  to  get  them,  but  that 
was  not  the  case.  Last  summer  they 
were  transferred  to  the  suburbs  of  a 
large  Midwestern  city.  1  provided 
information  about  them  to  our 
church’s  "Moving  United  Method¬ 
ists”  program  in  Nashville. 

There  is  a  United  Methodist 
church  right  in  their  neighborhood, 
which  they  visited.  The  worship  ser¬ 
vice  there  was  much  like  ours,  and 
they  liked  the  pastor’s  sermons.  It 
would  be  a  pretty  easy  transition  to 
move  into  that  church.  But  now  they 


" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Frank  H. 

Billman  is  pastor  of 
Tabor  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Woxall,  Pa.  ([astern 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference). 


are  attending  a  church  of  a  conserva¬ 
tive  evangelical  denomination. 

Why  do  you  suppose  that  is? 

The  reason  is  simple 

The  reason  is  simple.  When  Ray 
was  a  part  of  our  church,  he  went 
out  of  his  way  to  welcome  new  peo¬ 
ple  as  he  saw  them  in  our  worship 
service.  He  would  pass  by  people  he 
knew  well  to  greet  new  people  to 
make  them  feel  welcome. 

The  United  Methodist  church  in 
their  new  community  had  a  fellow¬ 
ship  time  after  a  worship  service, 
and  instead  of  sneaking  out,  they 
went  along  with  the  rest  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  the  fellowship  hall.  It 


was  a  church  that  was  small  enough 
for  it  to  be  obvious  that  they  were 
visitors.  They  stood  as  a  family  in 
the  center  of  the  hall. 

No  one  talked  to  them — not  the 
pastor,  not  any  of  the  laypeople. 

They  visited  the  church  several 
times,  but  no  one  spoke  to  them. 
No  one  visited  them.  No  one  sent 
them  a  card.  No  one  called  them  on 
the  phone.  No  one  acknowledged 
that  they  existed. 

I  never  got  a  response  from  a  pas¬ 
tor  as  a  result  of  the  “Moving  United 
Methodists”  card  being  sent.  In  fact 
in  1 1  years  of  sending  out  moved- 
members  cards,  I  have  had  only  two 
of  those  response  cards  returned! 

They  were  frozen  out 

From  time  to  time  I  have  had  to 
talk  with  some  of  my  members  who 
were  upset  by  something  reported 
in  the  paper  that  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  involved  in.  But 
Ray  and  Nancy  were  not  driven 
away  by  some  political  stance  of  our 
church  nor  were  they  turned  off  by 
the  theology  of  our  church.  They 
were  frozen  out! 


The  evangelical  church  welcomed 
them  warmly  and  invited  them  to  a 
small  dinner.  The  pastor  contacted 
them.  An  older  woman  took  them 
around  and  introduced  them  to 
people.  In  short,  the  evangelical 
church  was  warm  and  caring  to 
newcomers  like  Ray  was  to  the  new¬ 
comers  in  our  church. 

Before  we  assume  that  people  are 
leaving  our  denomination  because  of 
stands  on  abortion  or  capital  punish¬ 
ment  or  a  liberal  view  of  the  Bible  or 
even  a  lack  of  evangelistic  outreach, 
perhaps  we  ought  to  look  again  at  the 
basics:  How  are  we  treating  those 
who  have  chosen  to  visit  our  United 
Methodist  churches? 

Perhaps  we  are  throwing  away 
gifts  that  are  right  in  our  midst! 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  locution  in  the  Bible- 
book,  chupter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  salvation  is  nearer  to  us  now 
than  when  we  first  believed;  the 
night  is  far  gone;  the  day  is  at  hand. 
Let  us  then  cast  off  the  works  of 
darkness  and  put  on  the  armor  of 
light.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week's  answer:  Romans  8:38-39) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  12 
Monday:  Psalms  119:1-8 
Tuesday:  Psalms  119:9-16 
Wednesday:  Deuteronomy  30:1-14 
Thursday:  Deuteronomy  30:15-20 
Friday:  Matthew  5: 1 7-26 
Saturday:  I  Corinthians  3:1-4 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  3:5-9 


we  deal  with  the  witness  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  in  our  world  today. 

These  are  crucial  times  in  the  life 
of  the  church.  Whatever  the  denom¬ 
ination,  do  we  have  a  message  to 
give  to  the  nations  or  just  another 
dull  line  of  “because  I  say  so”? 

Dottie  Chase 
Willard,  Ohio 

I  appreciate  Bishop  Solomon’s  ar¬ 
ticle  concerning  apportionments. 
People  do  see  it  as  a  tax,  and  the 
name  may  need  to  be  changed. 

However,  he  is  missing  the  real 
issue.  People  want  to  choose  who 
and  what  they  support.  Until  you 
give  people  choices  or  options  that 
they  claim  as  their  own,  the  prob¬ 
lem  will  not  be  solved. 

Our  church  pays  in  full  every  year, 
and  it  is  one  of  a  minority  in  our 
conference  and  others.  How  long 
that  will  continue  I  do  not  know. 

However,  when  the  change  comes, 
it  will  not  be  from  a  lack  of  caring  or 
giving  but  because  of  choices.  Many 
local  people  simply  cannot  relate  to 
or  have  an  interest  in  some  of  our 


general  church  commitments. 

I  realize  that  part  of  the  negative 
is  rebellion  against  having  no 
choice.  However,  many  see  it  as 
making  better  choices  and  a  wise 
use  of  money. 

I  honestly  believe  that  local  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  would  respond  more 
generously  if  given  the  opportunity 
to  choose  and  commit  themselves 
to  choices,  issues  and  missional  pri¬ 
orities  they  see  as  important. 

That  would  help  eliminate  some 
of  the  distrust  and  anger  toward 
leaders  who  have  a  need  to  use  the 
media  as  a  forum  to  verbalize  too 
often  their  personal  opinions  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  church. 

Cosmetic  surgery  isn’t  the  an¬ 
swer.  We  need  to  examine  our  en¬ 
tire  program  structure  and  offer 
people  an  opportunity  to  choose 
commitments  beyond  the  local 
church.  I  realize  the  risk. 

However,  if  a  cause  or  missional 
concern  cannot  justify  its  existence 
or  sell  itself,  maybe  it  needs  to  be 
discontinued. 

Benny  Hopper 
Brownsville,  Tennessee 


What  others  are  saying 


“We  are  all  missionaries  to  our 
communities,  to  our  families.  Every 
one  of  us  is  a  missionary  if  we  know 
the  Lord.” 

— Larry  Lewis,  president.  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board 
*  *  * 


Some  ministers  “forget  that  the 
Messiah  has  already  come.  There  is 
no  need  to  stand  in  line  for  the 
job.” 

— Colorado  Episcopal  Bishop 
William  C.  Frey 
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effectively  through 
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Tom  Gibson  or  Susanne  Aikman 
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'BEST  AND  BRIGHTEST':  Three 

women  studying  on  United  Methodist-related 
campuses  were  among  60  students  named  as 
“the  best  and  brightest”  last  week  by  “USA  To¬ 
day.”  Talia  McCray,  a  senior  at  Bennett  College 
in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  was  on  the  top-20  list.  Ms. 
McCray,  who  was  to  be  honored  at  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  Washington  headquarters  on  Feb.  3,  is  a  di¬ 
rector  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Gail  Hagan  of  Clark-Atlanta  Uni¬ 
versity  and  Karen  Lunsford  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  of  Louisiana  in  Shreveport  were  in  the 
second  group  of  40.  A  panel  of  eight  nationally 
recognized  educators  selected  the  winners  from 
749  students  nominated  by  their  respective 
schools. 

BISHOP  REPENTS:  Expressing  what 
he  called  profound  regret  and  deep  anger,  Epis¬ 
copal  Bishop  John  Spong  has  acknowledged  to 
fellow  bishops  that  the  recent  ordination  of  a 
gay  man  in  his  diocese  has  done  harm  to  the 
church  and  accomplished  nothing  worthwhile. 
In  announcing  the  ordination  of  J.  Robert  Wil¬ 
liams  in  Newark  in  mid-December,  Bishop 
Spong  had  called  it  a  step  into  honesty  and  in¬ 
tegrity.  But  after  Father  Williams  publicly  ridi¬ 
culed  the  concepts  of  monogamy  and  chastity, 
Bishop  Spong  requested  and  received  the 
priest’s  resignation  as  director  of  The  Oasis,  a 
diocesan  ministry  to  gays  and  lesbians. 

NEW  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE: 

Creation  of  a  new  episcopal  area,  adding  a  10th 
bishop  in  United  Methodism’s  Northeastern  Ju¬ 
risdiction,  will  be  consid¬ 
ered  at  a  July  14  special 
session  of  the  jurisdictional 
conference  in  Kingston,  Pa. 

According  to  Bishop  C. 

Dale  White  of  New  York, 
chairman  of  the  Northeast¬ 
ern  College  of  Bishops,  the 
plan  would  provide  a  strong 
episcopal  presence  in  New  C.  Dale  White 
York  City  and  Washington  as  well  as  a  bishop 
in  Albany,  N.Y.  The  idea  of  adding  a  new  epis¬ 
copal  area  arose  during  the  1988  Northeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference  meeting. 


A  BAPTIST  FIRST:  Dellanna  W.  O’Bri¬ 
en  was  installed  recently  as  the  sixth  executive 
director  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union.  The  ceremony,  led  by  President 
Marjorie  J.  McCullough  in  Birmingham,  Ala., 
during  the  group’s  executive  board  meeting,  was 
the  first  formal  installation  in  the  organization’s 
101-year  history. 

ASYLUM  FOR  HONECKER:  The 

Protestant  Church  in  East  Germany  has  offered 
former  government  leader  Erich  Honecker  asy¬ 
lum  in  a  parsonage  20  miles  north  of  East  Ber¬ 
lin.  The  parsonage  is  part  of  a  well  known 
health  and  welfare  institution  called  the  Valley 
of  Hope,  long  a  symbol  of  the  Protestant 
Church’s  commitment  to  persons  in  need.  The 
church  extended  the  offer  because  Mr.  Hon¬ 
ecker  is  homeless. 

CUT  MILITARY  ASSISTANCE: 

Forty-seven  U.S.  Catholic  bishops  have  en¬ 
dorsed  a  strongly  worded  statement  urging  Con¬ 
gress  to  cut  all  military  assistance  to  El 
Salvador.  The  statement  goes  beyond  the  cur¬ 
rent  policy  of  the  United  States  Catholic  Con¬ 
ference,  the  organization  that  formally 
represents  the  U.S.  bishops. 

PIPE  BOMB  EXPLODES:  A  pipe 

bomb  that  went  off  at  Houston’s  largest  church 
building  last  week  injured  the  pastor’s  31 -year- 
old  daughter.  Lisa  Osteen,  whose  injuries  were 
not  serious,  opened  a  package  that  was  ad¬ 
dressed  to  her  father,  the  Rev.  John  Osteen, 
founder  of  the  1  5,000-member  Lakewood 
Church.  Mr.  Osteen  is  a  former  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  pastor  who  started  the  multi-cultural,  char¬ 
ismatic  congregation  31  years  ago  in  a  feed  bam 
with  100  people. 

CERTIFICATES  CHANGED:  m  re¬ 
sponse  to  a  complaint  by  a  rabbi,  a  Cleveland 
judge  has  removed  the  words  “in  the  Year  of 
Our  Lord"  from  the  civil  marriage  certificates 
required  by  the  local  probate  court.  In  late 
1988,  Rabbi  Kenneth  Stem  of  Park  Synagogue 
officiated  at  his  first — and  so  far,  only — wed¬ 
ding  in  Lorain  County.  In  filling  out  the  mar¬ 
riage  certificate,  he  said,  he  was  “taken  aback” 
to  find  the  reference  to  the  “Year  of  Our  Lord” 
on  the  document.  Rabbi  Stem  wrote  to  Lorain 
County  Judge  Robert  J.  Corts  asking  if  this  was 
not  a  violation  of  the  establishment  clause  of 
the  First  Amendment. 


SCHOLARSHIP  FUND:  Each  of  the 

more  than  100  United  Methodist-related  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  will  be  asked  to  give 
$  1 ,000  this  year  to  develop  a  campaign  to  raise 
a  $  100-million  scholarship  endowment  fund  au¬ 
thorized  by  the  1988  General  Conference.  If 
preliminary  planning  is  approved  in  July  by  the 
National  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  an  additional 
$2,000  from  each  school  during  the  ensuing  two 
years  will  be  asked,  members  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  agreed  Jan.  3 1 . 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Young  German  sees  revolution's  gains 


East  German  youths  'motivated  to  think  more  seriously  about  their  lives' 


Carsten  Matthaeus 
Germans  motivated 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

FRANKFURT,  West  Germa¬ 
ny — United  Methodism  has  been 
a  unifying  force  for  Germans  dur¬ 
ing  East  and  West  Germany’s  40- 
year  political  division.  West  Ger¬ 
man  Bishop  Walter  Klaiber  said. 

For  that  reason,  Bishop 
Klaiber  recently  told  the  Report¬ 
er,  the  “immediate  impact  of  re¬ 
cent  events  [such  as  the  opening 
of  borders]  in  East  Germany  on 
German  United  Methodism  has 
not  been  so  great.” 

“We’ve  been  a  united  church 
throughout  the  years  of  political 
separation.”  Bishop  Klaiber  said. 

Bishop  Klaiber  cited  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  “connectional” 
structure  as  the  primary  reason 
for  the  church's  continuing  unity 
despite  more  than  a  generation 
of  hostile  political  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Germanys. 

Besides  regular  contacts  with 
his  East  German  counterpart, 
Bishop  Ruediger  Minor,  at  twice- 
yearly  meetings  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  in 
the  United  States,  Bishop 
Klaiber  pointed  out  numerous 
other  ways  in  which  East  and 
West  German  UMs  maintained 
ties  during  the  Cold  War. 

"Periodic  meetings  occur  be- 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

MUNICH,  West  Germany — 
East  Germany’s  “new  situation” 
could  be  a  blessing  for  young 
people  in  the  West,  according  to 
a  21-year-old  West  German 
United  Methodist. 

“The  revolution  in  East  Ger¬ 
many  is  motivating  youths  in 
this  country  to  think  more  seri¬ 
ously  about  their  lives.”  said 
Carsten  Matthaeus. 

Mr.  Matthaeus  is  a  member  of 
the  350-member  Friedenskirche 
United  Methodist  Church  a  few 
blocks  from  the  old-town  center 
of  this  Bavarian  capital. 

He’s  also  a  conscientious  ob¬ 
jector  doing  alternative  service  at 
a  nearby  mental  health  center. 

Soft-spoken  but  intense,  Mr. 
Matthaeus  lingered  recently  after 
Sunday  worship.  He  wanted  to 
talk  about  the  effects  on  West 


tween  seminary  representatives 
and  district  superintendents,”  he 
said. 

Churches  have  partners 

But,  he  said,  probably  the  most 
important  ties  have  been  the 
church-to-church  contacts. 

“Nearly  every  West  German 
United  Methodist  congregation 
has  a  partner  relationship  with  an 
East  German  United  Methodist 
congregation.  These  partnerships 
have  resulted  in  some  very  close 
relationships  between  United 
Methodists  in  the  two  countries.” 

As  a  result.  Bishop  Klaiber 
said,  he  doesn’t  plan  to  give 
“high  priority”  to  working  on 
new  structural  ties  between  East 
and  West  German  United  Meth¬ 
odism  despite  the  relaxation  of 
political  tensions. 

“Doing  so  isn’t  really  important 
for  us  to  continue  our  basic  work 
as  the  church,"  he  said.  "Besides, 
if  we  tried  to  merge  the  separate 
structures  now  in  place,  we'd  lose 
five  years  just  re-organizing!” 

UMs  can  teach  each  other 

Because  of  the  economic  dis¬ 
parities  between  the  two  Germa¬ 
nys,  he  said.  “We  in  West 
Germany  are  in  danger  of  seeing 
ourselves  as  a  ‘rich  uncle’  to  our 
East  German  United  Methodist 


German  young  people  of  events 
across  the  East  German  border 
just  a  four-hour  drive  away. 

“For  one  thing,  we’re  realizing 
that  images  of  ‘the  enemy’  are 
completely  inadequate,”  he  said. 
“But  what  image  will  replace  it? 
It’s  not  so  simple.” 

He  noted  that  the  demise  of 
communism  in  East  Germany 
makes  it  difficult  to  describe,  or 
even  to  know,  what’s  going  on 
there.  . 

Mr.  Mattheus  said  that  some  of 
his  West  German  peers  cynically 
think  that  East  Germans  are  cross¬ 
ing  the  border  between  the  two 
Germanys  primarily  in  hopes  of 
acquiring  material  wealth. 

“I  don’t  think  that’s  true,”  Mr. 
Matthaeus  said.  “But  even  if  it 
is,  it's  clear  to  people  soon  after 
they  arrive  here  that  our  wealth 
is  not  so  perfect.” 

In  fact,  he  said,  questions 
about  money  and  wealth  are  at 


Walter  Klaiber 
'. . .  a  united  church ' 


relatives.  But  we  need  to  ask 
what  we  can  learn  from  our  sis¬ 
ters  and  brothers  in  the  East.” 

On  the  other  hand,  he  said. 
East  German  Christians  need  to 
learn  how  to  survive  in  a  more 
open  society. 

"At  the  very  least,  a  state-con¬ 
trolled  society  gave  them  a  kind 
of  stable  framework  in  which  to 
work,”  Bishop  Klaiber  said. 
“Now  that  framework  is  gone.” 

The  49-year-old  bishop,  who 
holds  a  doctorate  in  New  Testa¬ 
ment  studies,  presides  over  the 
West  German  Central  Confer¬ 
ence,  which  includes  three  annu¬ 
al  conferences. 

He  said  that  West  German 
United  Methodists  number 
about  50,000. 


Bishop  cites  Methodism's 
German  unifying  force 


the  center  of  many  West  German 
youths’  spiritual  struggle. 

“Wealth  is  such  a  problem  for 
young  people,”  he  said.  "Here  in 
West  Germany  we  live  in  a  [ma¬ 
terialistic]  fantasyland. 

“Youths  see  this  fantasy,  but  it’s 
hard  for  them  to  understand  what 
it  all  means.  After  all,  not  every¬ 
one  thinks  that  wealth  is  bad.” 

He  said  that  part  of  the 
"wealth  problem”  for  United 
Methodists  in  West  Germany  is 
that  “we've  become  a  middle- 
class  church." 

"It’s  different  today  in  East 
Germany,"  he  said. 

"There,  being  a  Christian  is  an 
existential  thing.  Many  of  us  in 
the  West  don’t  understand  how 
deeply  East  German  United 
Methodists  feel  about  their 
church  membership.  I  wish  we 
could  have  the  same  kind  of 
depth  here,  but  I’m  not  sure  it 
will  happen.” 


Faith  and 
Freedom 


German  United  Methodists 
face  the  ‘New  Situation’ 

Third  in  a  series 
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English-speaking  church 
'home  away  from  home' 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MUNICH,  West  Germany — 
One  person  called  it  an  “oasis.” 

Another  said  it’s  a  “family.” 

Still  another  described  it  as  a 
“home  away  from  home.” 

All  three  were  talking  about 
the  English-speaking  United 
Methodist  congregation  affiliated 
with  the  German-speaking  Frie¬ 
denskirche  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Munich. 

“Statistically,  we’re  counted  as 
members  of  the  Friedenskirche,” 
said  the  Rev.  J.  Richard  Acosta, 
pastor  of  the  English-speaking 
worshipers  since  1986. 

But  for  all  practical  purposes, 
he  said,  the  English-speaking  par¬ 
ticipants  function  as  a  separate 
congregation  with  their  own  wor¬ 
ship  service,  choir,  Sunday  school 
and  midweek  study  group. 

“This  has  been  a  good  place  for 
me,”  said  Larry  Baner,  a  30-year- 
old  “guest  scientist”  at  a  Munich- 
based  laboratory.  Home  in  the 
United  States  is  Syracuse,  N.Y. 

“This  congregation  is  just  like 
a  family,”  Mr.  Baner  said. 
“That’s  especially  important 
when  you're  on  your  own  in  a 
foreign  country  like  I  was  when  I 
first  arrived. 

“1  want  to  make  sure  the  word 
gets  to  church  officials  back 


home  that  this  ministry  is  very 
much  appreciated. 

Mr.  Acosta  said  the  congrega¬ 
tion  originated  as  a  Dilot  minis¬ 
try  to  English-speaking  people 
initiated  in  the  mid-1980s  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops.  Munich  was 
selected  because  surveys  showed 
that  some  30,000  English-speak¬ 
ing  people  live  in  the  1.3  million 
population  city. 

Three  other  English-speaking 
congregations  exist  in  Munich, 
Mr.  Acosta  said:  Baptist,  Episco¬ 
palian  and  non-denominational. 

“The  West  German  United 
Methodist  Church  agreed  to 
adopt  the  congregation,  includ¬ 
ing  responsibility  for  paying  the 
pastor’s  salary,”  Mr.  Acosta  said. 

However,  he  said,  because  of 
budgetary  strains,  part  of  his  sala¬ 
ry  during  1990  is  being  paid  via  a 
one-year  $13,820  grant  from  the 
World  Program  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  mission  board. 

The  English-speaking  congre¬ 
gation  is  “very  young,”  said  Mr. 
Acosta,  62.  It  contains  students, 
a  few  U.S.  armed  forces  people 
and  professional  people  from  the 
United  States  and  other  parts  of 
the  English-speaking  world,  in¬ 
cluding  Britain  and  South  Africa. 

Sunday  worship  attendance 
averages  about  40,  he  said. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Religious  leaders  welcome 
changes  in  South  African  rules 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

“This  is  a  moment  of  exhila¬ 
ration  but  also  of  vigilance.” 

That  observation  summa¬ 
rized  reactions  from  United 
Methodists  and  other  religious 
leaders  to  last  week’s  announce¬ 
ment  of  sweeping  changes  in 
South  Africa. 

South  African  Methodist 
theologian  Charles  Villa-Vicen- 
cio,  who  heads  the  religion  de¬ 
partment  of  the  University  of 
Capetown,  was  in  New  York  on 
sabbatical  at  the  time  of  the  an¬ 
nouncement  by  South  African 
President  F.W.  de  Klerk. 

Dr.  de  Klerk  announced  the 
lifting  of  bans  on  liberation  or¬ 
ganizations  and  said  Nelson 
Mandela,  longtime  political 
prisoner,  was  to  receive  uncon¬ 
ditional  release. 

Historic  moment 

Dr.  Villa-Vicencio  said,  “It  is 
an  historic  moment,  but  we 
need  to  remain  vigilant  lest  we 
miss  this  opportunity  and  fore¬ 
stall  our  liberation  by  decades." 

The  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Camp¬ 
bell,  director  of  the  World 
Council  of  Churches'  U.S.  of¬ 
fice.  said,  “My  initial  reaction  is 
tremendous  gratefulness  for  this 
dramatic  announcement.  1  re¬ 
serve  final  judgment  until  I 
hear  from  those  who  live  in 
South  Africa  as  to  how  they  see 
the  announcement." 

Dr.  Campbell  is  a  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
clergywoman. 


In  a  statement  from  the  newly 
legal  African  National  Congress, 
President  Oliver  Tambo  and  oth¬ 
er  leaders  currently  visiting  in 
Sweden  said  President  de  Klerk's 
announcements  “go  a  long  way 
towards  creating  a  climate  condu¬ 
cive  to  negotiatons. 

“We  welcome  the  lifting  of 
the  bans  on  the  ANC  and  other 
organizations.  We  also  welcome 
other  positive  measures  an¬ 
nounced.  But  we  are  gravely 
concerned: 

“1.  That  some  political  pris¬ 
oners  are  not  being  released. 

“2.  The  state  of  emergency  is 
not  lifted  entirely. 

“3.  That  the  practice  of  deten¬ 
tion  without  trial  continues.” 

The  Rev.  Thomas  White 
Wolf  Fassett,  general  secretary 
of  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
noted  what  he  saw  as  the  role  of 
the  church  in  the  process. 

Church  put  pressure 

He  said,  “There's  no  mistak¬ 
ing  that  the  church  has  provid¬ 
ed  critical  pressure  on  the  South 
African  government  to  yield 
and  then  to  enter  into  dialogue 
with  the  people  of  South  Africa. 
The  church  has  been  a  signifi¬ 
cant  factor  in  moving  that  dis¬ 
cussion  ahead.” 

The  Rev.  L.  Robert  McClean, 
head  of  the  same  board’s  office 
at  the  United  Nations,  attribut¬ 
ed  the  changes  to  “pressure 
kept  on  the  South  African  gov¬ 
ernment,  particularly  internal 
pressure  by  the  South  African 
people." 


He  added,  “It  hasn't  done  a 
thing  to  take  care  of  apartheid 
or  change  the  constitution  of 
South  Africa.  But  it  does  give 
hope  that  the  constitution 
might  be  changed  through 
peaceful  means.” 

The  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa,  in  a  statement 
issued  through  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council,  said,  “From  this 
moment  on  those  who  will 
choose  to  remain  fettered  to  the 
past  will  be  left  alone  to  repine 
and  dwindle  into  the  dark  corri¬ 
dors  of  time. 

“The  new  name  of  the  game 
is  adaptation  and  change.  Ev¬ 
eryone,  without  exception,  will 
have  to  compromise  and 
change. 

"God  has  answered  our 
prayers. . . .” 

Three  hours  after  President 
de  Klerk’s  announcement,  the 
presiding  bishop  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Southern  Africa, 
the  Rev.  M.  Stanley  Mogoba, 
conveyed  a  message  to  Mr. 
Mandela  that  he  would  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  see  him  as  his  chaplain 
if  asked  to  do  so. 

Pastoral  services 

The  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa  has  rendered 
pastoral  services  to  Mr.  Man¬ 
dela.  a  member  of  that  church 
of  longstanding. 

Last  year.  Bishop  Mogoba  was 
detained  by  the  government 
while  on  his  way  to  attend  the 
World  Methodist  Council  meet¬ 
ing  in  Switzerland. 
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CHURCH  GIVING  IS  UP:  United 

Methodists  in  the  United  States  and  Puerto 
Rico  gave  almost  $1 15.9  million  in  1989  to  un¬ 
derwrite  20  major  national  and  international 
programs  of  their  church.  The  total  reported 
Jan.  30  by  the  denomination's  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  is  9  percent 
above  1988.  Largest  single  amount  was  $44.4 
million  for  World  Service,  the  church’s  basic 
program  fund,  an  increase  of  almost  11.7  per¬ 
cent  from  1988. 

DIVINITY  SCHOOL  GRANT:  Un¬ 
ited  Methodist-related  Duke  Divinity  School  in 
Durham,  N.C.,  has  received  a  $  1 20,000  grant — 
$24,000  for  each  of  five  years — from  the  Scar- 
ritt  Foundation  of  Nashville  for  a  pilot  project 
in  spirituality.  The  money  comes  from  assets  of 
the  former  Scarritt  Graduate  School.  Students 
in  the  pilot  project  are  to  explore  the  history 
and  evolution  of  Christian  spiritual  disciplines, 
said  the  Rev.  Dennis  Campbell,  dean  of  the  Di¬ 
vinity  School.  If  the  program  is  successful,  the 
Scarritt  Foundation  is  to  establish  an  endowed 
chair  in  spirituality  at  Duke. 

ATTACK  DRUG  ABUSE:  United 

Methodist  Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  head  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  yearlong  Initiative  on  Drug 
and  Alcohol  Abuse,  and  the  Rev.  Cecil  Wil¬ 
liams.  senior  pastor  of  Glide  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  San  Francisco,  have  an¬ 
nounced  plans  for  a  churchwide  conference  on 
drug  abuse.  Bishop  May  and  Mr.  Williams  said 
the  first-ever  conference  is  slated  for  November 
1990.  The  conference,  designed  to  “help 
churches  deal  with  addiction,”  is  to  feature  a 
“top-level  think  tank”  including  church,  politi¬ 
cal,  community  and  therapeutic  leaders.  The 
national  gathering  is  to  be  organized  following 
Glide's  "Rebirth  of  a  Race”  conference  on 
crack  cocaine  April  25-29. 

HIGH  COURT  DECISION:  A  re¬ 
cent  U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision  giving  states 
the  right  to  impose  sales  tax  on  material  sold  by 
religious  groups  is  expected  to  have  little  impact 
on  United  Methodist  organizations.  Cliff  Good- 
lett,  a  spokesman  for  the  Nashville-based  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Publishing  House,  said,  “Here  all 
items  purchased  by  individuals  have  sales  tax 
imposed  and  collected  on  them.  Bibles  and  oth¬ 
er  materials  purchased  by  pastors  for  church  use 
may  receive  tax  exempt  status.”  The  Supreme 
Court  decision  came  in  a  case  involving  televi¬ 
sion  evangelist  Jimmy  Swaggart.  He  contested  a 
$183,000  tax  bill  from  California  for  religious 
items  sold  from  1974  through  1981. 

RELIEF  FROM  FLOODING:  United 

Methodists  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  Annual 
Conference  have  appealed  for  disaster  relief  fol¬ 
lowing  weather-related  emergencies  in  that  area. 
In  Oregon  and  Washington  heavy  flooding  was 
reported  last  month.  Three  deaths  were  blamed 
on  the  storms  in  the  Northwest,  and  at  least 
1,000  people  were  forced  to  flee  from  flooding 
rivers.  Many  families  have  been  housed  in 
emergency  shelters,  needing  food  and  dry  cloth¬ 
ing.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  has  designated  Advance  No.  901720-4  for 
this  appeal. 


'Dual  membership'  claimed,  doubted 

UM  biblical  scholar  explains  unique  move  for  Christian  unity,  social  witness 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Can  a  person  simultaneously 
be  a  United  Methodist  minister 
and  a  lay  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church? 

That  and  other  questions  were 
posed  when  a  retired  United 
Methodist  minister  and  seminary 
professor  achieved  the  “dual 
membership”  by  joining  a  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  congregation. 

He  took  the  apparently  unprece¬ 
dented  step  on  Jan.  25,  final  day  of 
the  nationally  celebrated  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity. 

Personal  life  'caught  up' 

The  Rev.  William  R.  Farmer,  a 
United  Methodist  biblical  schol¬ 
ar,  said  last  week  that  after  de¬ 
cades  of  studying  and  reflecting 
on  how  Catholics  and  Protes¬ 
tants  are  one  in  the  body  of 
Christ,  his  personal  life  “caught 
up  with  the  results  of  my  histori¬ 
cal  study.” 

Announcement  of  Dr.  Farm¬ 
er’s  decision  drew  approving 
comments  from  several  Roman 
Catholic  and  United  Methodist 
leaders  across  the  country. 

But  others  in  both  denomina¬ 
tions  questioned  whether  such  a 
"dual  membership”  is  possible, 
since  Roman  Catholics  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  differ  in  many  be¬ 
liefs  and  practices. 

For  example,  ordained  United 
Methodist  ministers  like  Dr.  Farm¬ 
er  are  authorized  to  administer  the 
sacrament  of  Holy  Communion. 
However,  Catholic  officials  say  Dr. 
Farmer  will  be  considered  a  lay¬ 
man  in  their  church.  * 

Dr.  Farmer,  a  professor  of 
New  Testament  for  the  last  30 
years  at  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 


sity  in  Dallas,  said  he  has  been 
struggling  since  1983  with  how  to 
witness  to  the  unity  he  believes 
all  members  of  the  body  of  Christ 
possess. 

He  entered  into  full  commu¬ 
nion  with  Holy  Cross  Roman 
Cajholic  Church  in  Dallas  but  in¬ 
sisted  he  intends  to  keep  his 
membership  in  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  annual  conference. 

Monsignor  Robert  C.  Reh- 
kemper,  assistant  to  the  bishop 
for  the  Roman  Catholic  Diocese 
of  Dallas  and  chairman  of  its  ec¬ 
umenical  commission,  said,  “It  is 
theologically  impossible  for  Dr. 
Farmer  to  have  a  dual  member¬ 
ship,  because  it  is  beyond  Catho¬ 
lic  guidelines  for  a  Catholic  to 
participate  in  the  Eucharist  in 
the  [United]  Methodist  Church.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston, 
general  secretary  of  United 
Methodism's  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns,  said  Dr. 
Farmer  may  see  a  theological  and 
spiritual  benefit  in  participating 
in  various  activities  in  a  Roman 
Catholic  parish. 

But,  Dr.  Huston  added.  Dr. 
Farmer  has  to  come  to  terms 
with  the  guidelines  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

“If  Dr.  Farmer  is  clear  that  he 
doesn't  want  to  give  up  his  ordina¬ 
tion  and  annual  conference  mem¬ 
bership,  and  if  the  United 
Methodist  bishop  affirms  that  he 
is  not  giving  them  up,  then  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  needs  to 
ask  Dr.  Farmer,  ‘What  does  pro¬ 
fession  of  faith  mean  to  you?  How 
can  you  be  under  the  [United 
Methodist]  Discipline  at  the  same 
time  of  being  under  direction  of  a 
Roman  Catholic  bishop?’ 

“We  need  to  remember  that 
whether  someone  can  be  under 


direction  of  both  denominations 
has  not  been  agreed  to  by  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  body  or  by  the 
United  Methodist  General  Con¬ 
ference  [the  denomination’s 
highest  legislative  body].” 

Special  ministry  important 

In  an  interview  with  the  Re¬ 
porter,  Dr.  Farmer  emphasized 
that  his  ministry  to  the  poor  and 
his  commitment  to  the  black 
community  played  a  significant 
role  in  his  decision  to  become  a 
Roman  Catholic. 

For  the  past  nine  years,  Dr. 
Farmer  has  volunteered  as  assis¬ 
tant  pastor  at  St.  Luke’s  Commu¬ 
nity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas — a  black  congregation 
with  ministries  to  the  poor. 

Holy  Cross  Catholic  Church  is 
a  multi-racial  congregation,  the 
majority  of  its  members  being 
blacks  and  Hispanics. 

Dr.  Farmer  told  the  Reporter 
that  both  United  Methodist  and 
Roman  Catholic  churches  are 
“under  severe  criticism  for  not 
doing  more  to  meet  the  needs  of 
the  black  community.”  He  called 
the  Holy  Cross  and  St.  Luke’s 
congregations  “shining  examples 
of  the  power  of  the  Gospel  to  en¬ 
able  Christians  to  overcome  ra¬ 
cial  hatred  and  prejudice.” 

“So  the  opportunity  to  work  in 
these  two  churches  and  to  fully 
share  in  their  worship  experience 
provides  the  basis  for  my  desire 
as  a  United  Methodist  minister 
to  join  Holy  Cross  Catholic 
Church,”  he  said. 

United  Methodist  Bishop 
Bruce  Blake  (Dallas  Area)  de¬ 
scribed  Dr.  Farmer’s  decision  as 
"not  severing  his  relationship 
with  The  United  Methodist 
Church  but  as  a  way  to  add  to  his 
faith  focus.” 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVAIl 

DALLAS— The  Rev.  William  Farmer,  retired  United  Methodist 
professor  and  biblical  scholar,  took  the  seemingly  unprecedented 
step  recently  of  joining  a  Roman  Catholic  church  as  a  layman. 


The  bishop  told  the  “Dallas 
Morning  News”  that  “nothing 
prevents  him  from  ‘attaching 
himself  beyond  The  United 
Methodist  Church’  as  long  as  he 
maintains  the  requirements." 

Dr.  Farmer  said  his  23-year 
membership  in  a  study  group  on 


Roman  Catholic  Christianity 
helped  him  make  a  final  decision 
to  join  the  Catholic  church.  That 
seminar  was  organized  by  the 
late  Albert  Outler,  a  colleague  on 
the  Perkins  faculty  and  a  world- 
recognized  authority  on  Roman 
Catholicism. 


'Exciting  total'  reported  for 


Advance  gifts 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  “second- 
mile”  giving  fund  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  closed  1989 
with  an  “exciting  total.” 

Members  of  the  denomination 
contributed  $30,419,555  to  mis¬ 
sion  programs  and  disaster  relief. 
Contributions  are  shared  among 
the  World,  National  and  relief 
units  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  $30.4  million  in  giving  to 
the  General  Advance  was  bol- 


Partnership I 
in  Missions 


/4DWNCE  /Vo  gift  too  small 


stered  by  an  estimated  $4  million 
for  Hurricane  Hugo  and  northern 
California  earthquake  relief  ef¬ 
forts,  said  the  Rev.  William  T. 
Carter,  New  York,  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Advance  office. 

Gifts  to  victims  of  the  hurri¬ 
cane  totaled  about  $3  million  in 


1989,  and  for  California  earth¬ 
quake  relief  efforts  about  $1  mil¬ 
lion.  Contributions  are  still  being 
made  to  both. 

Dr.  Carter  expressed  gratitude 
for  the  “compassionate  re¬ 
sponse”  shown  to  victims  of  nat¬ 
ural  disasters  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad. 

The  Advance,  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  channel  of  mission  giving 
which  allows  designated  dona¬ 
tions,  supports  mission  work  in 
more  than  90  countries. 

The  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 


tee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  received 
$14,251,445  in  contributions,  an 
increase  of  37.42  percent  over  the 
same  period  in  1988. 

In  December  1989,  UMCOR 
received  one-third  or  $4,431,799 
of  the  total  giving  for  1989,  re¬ 
flecting  support  in  response  to 
Hurricane  Hugo  and  the  Califor¬ 
nia  earthquake. 

The  National  Division  gar¬ 
nered  $4,301,005,  an  increase  of 
7. 1 7  percent  over  1 988. 

The  World  Division  received 


$11,867,204,  down  2.7  percent 
from  1988. 

Looking  ahead  for  1990,  Dr. 
Carter  said  $  1 1  million,  a  $4  mil¬ 
lion  increase  over  the  goal  for 
1988,  is  needed  to  cover  the 
growing  cost  of  keeping  mission¬ 
aries  around  the  world. 

(The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  regularly  features  exam¬ 
ples  of  local  Advance  projects 
funded  by  all  three  agencies  of 
the  Global  Ministries  board — 
World  Division,  National  Divi¬ 
sion  and  UMCOR). 


Palestinian  pastor  center  of  plea  to  Bush 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

A  world  Methodist  leader  has 
asked  U.S.  President  George  Bush 
to  intervene  to  stop  persecution  of 
West  Bank  Palestinians  by  the  Is¬ 
raeli  government. 

Specifically,  the  President  was 
asked  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  Rev. 
Alex  Awad.  a  Palestinian  pastor  un¬ 
der  appointment  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  Mr.  Awad  has  been  de¬ 
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nied  re-entry  into  Israel. 

In  a  Feb.  2  letter  to  the  president, 
the  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Hale,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  officer  of  the  World  Method¬ 
ist  Council,  outlined  the 
"continuing  persecution”  of  Pales¬ 
tinian  people  in  the  West  Bank. 

Many  placed  in  shackles 

“As  freedom  surfaces  in  many 
parts  of  Europe,  in  Israel  rather  than 
freedom  breaking  out,  many  people 
are  being  placed  in  shackles,”  Dr. 
Hale  wrote  to  President  Bush. 

In  May  1988,  the  World  Method¬ 
ist  Council’s  officers  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  condemning  “continuing 
violent  confrontation  between  Is¬ 
raelis  and  Palestinians  as  an  affront 
to  the  deepest  religious  beliefs  of 
those  who  stand  sincerely  in  the  Ju- 
deo-Christian  tradition.” 

Dr.  Hale  told  the  Reporter  that  his 
letter  to  the  president  was  sent  under 
mandate  of  the  council’s  concerns  for 
the  Palestinians’  well-being. 

In  his  letter.  Dr.  Hale  said  Pales¬ 
tinians  live  in  “tightly  controlled 
.  . .  ghettos  and  camps;  loss  of  life 
continues  under  the  Israeli  Defense 
Force  occupation;  property  is  un¬ 
justly  seized  . . .  ;  and  the  lives  of 
people  made  miserable  in  the  hope 
they  will  leave  their  homes  and  not 
come  back.” 


As  an  example  of  harassment  Dr. 
Hale  said  is  commonplace,  he  wrote 
to  the  president  about  the  Awad 
family. 

Appointed  to  pastorate 

“Some  months  ago  Rev.  Alex 
Awad  was  appointed  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  to  fulfill  an  assignment  as  pas¬ 
tor  to  the  East  Jerusalem  Baptist 
Church,"  Dr.  Hale  wrote.  He  noted 
that  the  church  has  been  without  a 
pastor  for  “many  months.” 

Dr.  Hale  explained  that  “Alex 
Awad  is  a  Palestinian  American 
who  was  born  in  Jerusalem  and  has 
lived  most  of  his  life  there.  The 
Awads  are  not  political  activists. 
They  need  to  resume  their  responsi¬ 
bilities  in  the  Christian  community 
in  Jerusalem.” 

However,  Dr.  Hale  said,  “With¬ 
out  explanation,  the  Awads  are  be¬ 
ing  refused  a  visa"  which  would 
allow  them  to  re-enter  Israel. 

Dr.  Hale  said  appeals  by  religious 
organizations  to  Israeli  officials  in 
Washington  and  Israel  “have  re¬ 
ceived  no  response.”  The  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  State  was  told  only  that 
"Alex  is  not  being  allowed  back  into 
Israel,"  Dr.  Hale  said. 


Religious  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — There’s  no  har¬ 
mony  yet  over  Bellshire’s  bells. 

A  judge  has  told  Bellshire  United 
Methodist  Church  and  some  of  its 
neighbors  to  try  to  reach  agreement 
with  each  other  over  the  church’s  elec¬ 
tronic  carillon  (see  UMR,  Jan.  19). 

Three  couples  who  filed  suit  con¬ 
tend  the  carillon  frightens  birds  and 


In  his  letter  to  the  president.  Dr. 
Hale  said  that  "state  interference 
with  the  duties  of  a  pastor  assigned 
to  a  specific  congregation  shows  a 
lack  of  good  will  and  proper  consid¬ 
eration  for  Christian  believers  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  area.” 

Dr.  Hale  expressed  concern  that 
Israeli  tactics,  such  as  denial  of  vi¬ 
sas,  “are  leading  to  a  ‘Holy  Land’ 
with  shrines  and  churches,  but 
without  a  living  Christian  commu¬ 
nity,  as  most  Christians  living  in  Is¬ 
rael  and  the  occupied  areas  are 
Palestinians.” 

Bishop  also  concerned 

Dr.  Hale's  letter  expressed  con¬ 
cerns  similar  to  those  put  forth  in  a 
Jan.  19  letter  to  President  Bush 
from  United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  Boyd  Grove  (West  Virginia 
Area)  who  toured  the  West  Bank 
and  spoke  with  Palestinians  and  Is¬ 
raeli  officials  about  conditions  there 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  2). 

Both  said  the  annual  $3  billion  in 
aid  given  by  the  U.S.  to  Israel  car¬ 
ries  with  it  what  Dr.  Hale  described 
as  "a  right,  Mr.  President,  to  hold 
Israel  accountable  to  those  demo¬ 
cratic  principles  the  State  of  Israel 
claims  to  espouse.” 


dogs,  interferes  with  telephone  con¬ 
versations  and  wakes  children  from 
their  naps. 

The  church’s  attorney,  George 
Cate,  said  the  volume  has  been  re¬ 
duced  in  response  to  complaints. 

He  said  about  150  residents  have 
signed  petitions  saying  that  they  “en¬ 
joy  and  appreciate  the  chimes  and 
would  like  to  see  them  continue.” 


DON’T  BE  LEFT  OUT 

Sail  wilh  the  United  Methodist  Men  aboard  the 
MS.  Caribe.  Visit  Puerto  Plata,  San  Juan,  St 
John,  Sl  Thomas  for  7  nights  of  Fun  and 
Adventure  from  Miami,  FL. 

March  24-31,1990 
For  More  Info  Call  1  -800-545-6277 


Carillon  rings  sour  notes 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY,  Eu¬ 
ropean  tours:  July  12-24,  August  14-25.  Con¬ 
firmed  tickets.  Host  experienced  12  years.  Write: 
Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence,  4192  Tattenham,  Boise, 

ID  83704. 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  CCOM  PROGRAM 
Staff,  Alabama-West  Florida  Conference,  with 
special  emphasis  on  the  ethnic  local  church. 
Salary  to  be  based  on  one’s  education,  experi¬ 
ence  and  working  knowledge  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  and  photo  to: 
Dr.  William  E.  Calhoun,  P.O.  Drawer  700,  An¬ 
dalusia,  AL  36420.  Deadline  for  receiving  re¬ 
sumes  is  February  16,  1990. 

TRAINING  IN  SPIRITUAL  DIRECTION  (a 

psychosynthesis  approach).  1990  Summer  in- 
tensives:  July  15-27,  Boerne,  TX;  July  29-Aug. 
10,  Maryknoll,  NY.  For  information  about  and 
registration  forms  for  this  creative,  innovative 
approach  to  spiritual  direction,  write  or  tele¬ 
phone:  Dr.  Harold  Edwards,  9305  Glenlake, 
Austin,  TX  78730.  (512)  338-4533;  Fr.  John 
Rich,  Box  82.  Maryknoll,  NY  10545.  (914) 
941-7590. 

FULL-TIME  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR.  Fast 
growing  congregation  in  Chicago  South  Suburb. 
Responsible  for  entire  education  programs. 
Emphasis  on  youth.  Degree  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  or  divinity,  recipient  of  some  prebacca¬ 
laureate  education  in  U.S.,  willing  devotion  in 
serving  the  Lord.  Salary  commensurate  with 
qualification.  Send  resume  to:  Chairman  of 
PPRC,  Korean  United  Methodist  Church, 

1 9320  Kedzie  Ave.,  Homewood,  IL  60430. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

and  Youth  Ministry,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  64  W.  Chocolate  Avenue,  Hershey,  PA 
17033.  Telephone  (717)  533-9668.  Opening  for 
professionally  trained  devout  Christian  with  in¬ 
spiring  personality.  Church  of  1200  members 
with  two  pastors.  Growing  community  with  ex¬ 
ceptional  educational,  cultural,  health,  and  rec¬ 
reational  services.  Send  resume  or  call  for  addi¬ 
tional  information.  j 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  FIRST  UNITED 
Methodist  Church,  Dallas  seeks  Business  Ad¬ 
ministrator.  Responsibilities  include  facilities 
supervision,  food  service  operation,  finance 
and  membership  administration,  computer  op- 
cration  and  all  other  aspects  of  business  man¬ 
agement.  Persons  interested  should  submit  re¬ 
sume  in  strict  confidence  to:  Karen  Spencer,  do 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  1928  Ross  Av¬ 
enue,  Dallas,  TX  75201.  Deadline  for  submit¬ 
ting  resumes  is  February  15,  1990.  Equal  Op¬ 
portunity  Employer. 

ORGANIST  NEEDED  AT  THE  FEDERATED 

Church  of  Ashland,  MA.  Salary  negotiable.  Call 
church  secretary  at  (617)  881-1355.  9-12 
weekdays.  f 

WANTED,  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 

cation  for  2400-member  church  in  central  Flor¬ 
ida.  Average  weekly  Sunday  School  attendance 
of  450.  Responsible  for  total  education  pro¬ 
gram.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Please  send  resume  to:  Rev.  David  T.  Brewer, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  1126  E.  Silver 
Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala,  FL  32670.  Telephone: 
(904) 622-3244. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 

Minimum  3  years  full-time  experience,  mid 
20's  salary  package.  Immediate  opening.  Con¬ 
tact:  A1  Hammer,  St.  John's  U.M.C.,  1800  Cy¬ 
press  Gardens  Blvd.,  Winter  Haven,  FL  33884. 

LIVE-IN  POSITION  WANTED  by  a  Christian 

lady,  Montessori  qualified.  Experience  0-6  year 
olds.  Good  references.  Call  Saturday/Sunday 
(512)832-8533— Shirali. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries.  Fast  growing  church  near  Johnson  Space 
Center  with  large  active  youth  program.  To  begin 
May  1,  1990.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  and 
call  for  interview.  Friendswood  UMC,  do  Don 

"HEALING  THE  HEARTLAND...”  The  most 

incisive  and  compassionate  story  of  the  Mid¬ 
west  rural  crisis  of  the  1980’s.  Send  $14.50  to: 
Heartland  Publications  Company,  5225  Fjord 
Drive,  Cedar  Falls,  IA  50613. 

Meador,  204  W.  Edgcwood,  Friendswood,  TX 
77546.(713)  482-7535. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU,  GERMANY  Switzer¬ 

land,  Austria —  Sept.  13-26.  $2495  complete. 
Guaranteed  tickets  Passion  Play.  Free  brochure. 
Experienced  hosts.  Dr.  Cecil  Potticger,  241  E.  3rd 

St„  Media,  PA  19063.  (215)  566-5987. 

A  WESLEYAN  HERITAGE  STUDY/TOUR  es¬ 

pecially  for  golfers.  A  one  week  Wesleyan  study/ 
tour  in  Britain  (ceu  credit  available)  plus  six 

rounds  of  golf  at  world  famous  golf  courses. 
Write:  Dr.  Jesse  Sowell,  Texas  Wesleyan  Univer¬ 
sity,  1201  Wesleyan,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76105,  or 
call  (8 17)  531-4914. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  EXPERIENCED  Exec¬ 
utive  Director  for  downtown  St.  Paul  Minneso¬ 
ta  Residence  related  to  The  Board  of  Global 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 

Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 
week,  $525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507. 

sary:  Administration,  organization,  budgeting, 
fiscal  management,  personnel  supervision,  and 
communication.  Must  be  fluent  in  ASL  and 
know  Deaf  Culture,  or  be  willing  to  learn.  Four 
year  degree  in  Social  Science  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  names  of  three  references  to:  Person¬ 
nel  Committee,  Emma  Norton  Residence,  670 
North  Robert  St.,  St.  Paul,  MN  55IOI.  1 

one  or  two  persons.)  For  1,000-member  church. 
Send  resume  to:  First  UMC,  7 12- 1 6th  St„  Mo¬ 
line,  IL  61265,  attn.  the  Rev.  Thomas  Swantner. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CONTINUING  Education, 

Duke  University  Divinity  School.  Responsible 
for  non-degree  educational  programs.  PH.D., 
United  Methodist  ordination,  parish  and  teach¬ 
ing  experience,  publications,  and  administra¬ 
tive  experience  preferred.  Rank  and  salary  arc 
open  and  negotiable.  Send  materials  to:  Office 
of  the  Dean,  The  Divinity  School,  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity,  Durham,  NC  27706.  Duke  University 
is  an  equal  opportunity/affirmative  action 
employer. 

DIRECTOR,  DAY  CARE.  Administer  opera¬ 

tion  and  staff  of  church  day  school.  Bachelor’s 
degree;  one  year  experience  in  child  care  field. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume,  letter  of  inter¬ 
est  to:  Jerry  Robinson,  Search  Chair,  Preston 
Hollow  UMC,  6315  Walnut  Hill  Lane,  Dallas, 

TX  75230.  Three  reliable  references  required. 
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Scenes 

From 

Convocation 


1990 


Worship  and  Witness 
Cannot  be  Separated! 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  shared 
his  thoughts  and  dreams  for  Vi¬ 
sion  2000  during  the  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  Boards  dinner 
Thursday  evening  January  25. 


Seen  above  is  Rev.  Jack  O'Dell,  member  of  the  Special  Ministries 
Committee,  discussing  with  other  members  programs  and  responsi¬ 
bilities  for  the  coming  months. 


Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  under  the  direction 
of  Rev.  Barbara  Duke,  are  shown  discussing  the  clergywomen's 
consultation. 


Rev.  Brady  Forman  presents  a  report  to  members  of  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 


What  is  the  purpose  of  the  church? 


Many  definitions  have  been  attempted.  All  fall  short.  H.  Richard 
Niebuhr  reminded  us  that  the  church  exists  to  increase  the  love  of  God 
and  neighbor.  Robert  Webber  suggests  that  the  meaning  of  the  church 
is  clear  only  when  it  is  defined  as  the  visible  sign  of  God’s  saving  work. 
Harvey  Cox  says  the  purpose  of  the  church  is  to  make  God’s  justice 
visible  in  the  world. 


The  more  I  read  on  the  theology  of  the  church,  the  clearer  I  am  that 
the  church’s  mission  and  meaning  are  centered  in  the  local  congrega¬ 
tion.  , 


This  does  not  mean  that  other  expressions  of  the  church  —  councils, 
boards,  chaplaincies,  special  ministries  —  are  not  valid  and  necessary. 
These  ministries  are  extensions  of  the  ministry  of  the  local  congrega¬ 
tion,  and  remind  us  that  the  mission  of  the  local  church  cannot  be  nar¬ 
row  and  provincial. 


Again,  to  quote  Harvey  Cox: 


“We  must  realize  from  the  outset  that  the  purpose  of  faith  communi¬ 
ties  is  not  to  foster  their  own  health  and  vitality.  That  would  be  in¬ 
troverted  churchiness  at  its  worst.  Let  us  rather  put  it  this  way:  the 
purpose  of  communities  of  faith  is  to  foster  the  health  and  vitality  of 
the  world,  or  to  use  a  more  traditional  term  with  close  ties  to  the 
words  for  health  and  wholeness,  to  foster  the  world’s  salvation.’’ 

(excerpted  from  a  recent  speech) 


The  point:  Worship  and  witness  cannot  be  separated.  The  walls  of 
the  sanctuary  extend  around  hurt  and  injustice  all  over  the  globe! 


L.I.C.  Celebrates  Anniversary 
at  Annual  Meeting 


The  Louisiana  Interchurch  Con¬ 
ference  celebrated  its  twentieth  an¬ 
niversary  at  its  Annual  Assembly 
recently  in  Shreveport.  Presiding  at 
the  meeting  was  Bishop  William  B. 
Friend,  former  Bishop  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Diocese  of  Alexan- 
dria-Shreveport  and  presently 
serving  as  Bishop  of  the  Shreveport 
Diocese.  Mrs.  Lorena  Pospisil  of 
Alexandria  was  elected  president  of 
the  conference  for  1990.  Mrs. 
Pospisil  is  the  second  woman  and 
the  third  lay  person  to  be  chosen  as 
president  during  the  conference’s 
20  year  history. 

Theme  of  the  assembly  was  Con¬ 
fessing  One  Faith.  Guest  speaker  at 
the  assembly  was  Dr.  O.  C. 
Edwards,  professor  of  homiletics  at 
Seabury-Westem  Seminary  in  Ev¬ 
anston,  Illinois,  who  addressed  as¬ 
sembly  delegates  on  the  topic  “How 
the  Nicene  Creed  expresses  the  ap¬ 
ostolic  faith.”  Dr.  Edwards  stated, 
“In  the  creed,  the  Church  was  try¬ 
ing  to  address  how  the  three  mani¬ 
festations  of  God,  —  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit  —  are  interrelat¬ 
ed.”  Dr.  Edwards  concluded  by  say¬ 
ing,  “We  have  discovered  that 


studying  the  creed  together  promot¬ 
ed  unity  in  our  group  and  I  believe 
it  can  do  that  for  any  group  which 
studies  it.” 

The  Faith  and  Order  Commis¬ 
sion  through  its  chairman  Dr. 
Philip  Webb,  pastor  of  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  Alexandria,  is  en¬ 
couraging  the  study  of  the  apostolic 
faith  and  the  Nicene  Creed  in  local 
churches  throughout  Louisiana  dur¬ 
ing  1 990. 

At  the  assembly,  a  standing  ova¬ 
tion  was  given  to  Bishop  Willis  R. 
Henton  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of 
Western  Louisiana  as  one  of  the 
founding  members  of  the  Inter¬ 
church  Conference.  The  assembly 
acknowledged  his  years  of  service  to 
ecumenism  and  to  the  conference. 

Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Louisiana  Inter¬ 
church  Conference,  noted  a  busy 
year  for  the  conference  in  all  phases 
of  its  endeavors.  He  noted  that  the 
conference  had  advocated  with  the 
Louisiana  legislature  and  the  U.S. 
Congress  on  behalf  of  minimum 
wage,  tax  reform,  child  care,  infant 
mortality,  poverty,  and  farm  media¬ 
tion. 


Training  Event  Scheduled 
in  Shreveport  District 


A  training  event,  University  of 
the  Church,  is  being  sponsored  by 
the  Shreveport  District  and  will  be 
held  at  Mangum  Memorial  UMC 
February  1 7.  The  Saturday  session, 
lasting  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  will 
feature  a  variety  of  outstanding  re¬ 
source  persons,  as  well  as  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden  who  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker.  The  bishop  will 
speak  at  the  9:30  a.m.  worship  ser¬ 
vice. 

Classes  range  from  mission  proj¬ 
ects  to  ministry  with  children, 
youth,  and  adults.  There  will  also  be 
sessions  about  how  to  do  Bible 


Study,  visitation,  and  mobilize  vol¬ 
unteers.  Dr.  Ray  Branton,  Shreve¬ 
port  District  Superintendent,  will 
lead  a  session  on  the  work  of  the 
Pastor  Parish  Relations  Committee. 
One  of  the  most  fascinating  classes 
will  feature  “Mime  with  Youth,” 
which  will  help  enable  leaders  to 
help  youth  act  out  life  situations  in 
which  they  are  involved. 

University  of  the  Church  is  de¬ 
signed  for  every  member  of  a  Work 
Area,  the  Administrative  Board, 
staff  members,  or  anyone  who  is  in¬ 
terested  in  being  more  active  and 
involved  in  his  or  her  local  church. 


Methodist  Children's  Home  News  on  page  6 


Under  the  direction  of  Rev.  McKinley  Franklin,  the  Religion  and  The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  shown  here  met 
Race  Commission  discussed  their  part  in  Vision  2000.  times  Juring  the  Convocation  of  Boards.  ' 


a  number  of 


l  he  Board  of  Global  Ministries  discussed  many  matters  at  the  Con¬ 
vocation  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  chairperson. 

Massed  Handbell  Choir  Planned 
For  Annual  Conference 

Plans  are  under  way  to  have  handbell  choirs  from  churches  across 
the  state  come  together  for  a  massed  ring  at  the  opening  session  of 
Annual  Conference,  June  4,  1990.  We  would  like  to  have  as  many 
bell  choirs  as  possible  participate.  Directors  should  contact  Madeline 
Woodland,  5243  Whitehaven,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808,  or  call  (504) 
924-8027,  as  soon  as  possible.  Detailed  information  will  be  sent  im¬ 
mediately. 


i  ne  convocation  ot  Boards  ended  with  the  Conference  Council  oi 
Ministries  meeting  to  hear  reports  and  program  plans  for  Annua 
.onference. 


In  Memoriam 
W.  D.  Cotton 

Mr.  Cotton,  distinguished  layman  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
and  for  many  years  Chancellor  of  the  Conference,  died  in  Slidell  on 
December  23,  1989,  where  he  had  been  living  near  his  family.  Mrs. 
Cotton  plans  to  continue  living  with  her  daughter.  Rev.  Carole  Cot- 
ton-Winn,  pastor  of  Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Nolley  Memorial  UMC  in  Jena 
will  again  this  year  host  the  interna¬ 
tionally  recognized  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Choir  from  Shreveport.  The 
choir  is  in  great  demand  to  appear 
before  church,  civic,  and  social 
groups  throughout  the  south.  The 
Nolley  church  family  eagerly  looks 
forward  to  the  choir’s  performance. 
Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll  Sr.  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Jefferson  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  is 

currently  making  plans  for  its  up¬ 
coming  Vacation  Bible  School.  Di¬ 
rectors,  as  well  as  co-directors  are 
being  lined  up.  Teachers  will  also  be 
chosen  soon.  Rev.  William  E.  No¬ 
lan  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  UMW  of  First  UMC  in  Hou¬ 
ma  collected  $386  for  the  Christmas 
Shoes  for  the  Needy  Project.  Gift 
certificates  totaling  $165  were  given 


to  three  needy  families.  Designated 
for  shoes,  the  remainder  was  divid¬ 
ed  between  MacDonell’s  UM  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Services,  and  the  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans.  Rev.  Henry 
Bowdon  Jr.  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  re¬ 
cently  elected  UMW  officers  for  the 
new  year.  President  is  Ina  Vroo- 
man;  Vice-President,  Mindy  Lee; 
Treasurer,  Tillie  Shows;  Secretary, 
Janet  Gernon.  Morning  Circle 
Chairman  is  Kay  Fabian;  Night  Cir¬ 
cle  Chairman,  Margi  Richardson; 
Nominating  Board  Members  are: 
Jean  Fincher  and  Helen  Strawn. 
The  first  general  meeting  was  held 
February  12.  Rev.  Larry  Maddin  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Conference  Commission  on 


Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns  sponsored  a  conference¬ 
wide  workshop  for  local  church 
chairpersons  of  the  commission  or 
chairpersons  of  Outreach.  The 
workshop  took  place  February  3  at 
First  UMC  in  Alexandria.  Speakers 
included  Bishop  William  B.  Oden, 
Rev.  Bruce  M.  Robbins,  Roman 
Catholic  Bishop  Sam  Jacobs,  Dr. 
Henry  C.  Blount.  Rev.  James  L. 
Stovall,  Rev.  Michael  D.  McLaurin, 
Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell  Sr.,  and 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Mae  Taylor.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  workshop  was  to  assist 
the  local  church  chairpersons  to  im¬ 
plement  a  program  in  the  local 
church  regarding  the  topics  of  ecu¬ 
menical  advocacy,  the  strengthen¬ 
ing  of  relationships  with  other 
faiths,  and  the  enabling  of  ecumeni¬ 
cal  understanding  and  experience 
among  all  United  Methodists.  Dr. 


Blount  is  pastor  of  First  Church. 

*  *  * 

The  Administrative  Board  of 
Centenary  UMC  in  Franklinton  is 
currently  working  on  final  plans  for 
Homecoming  Sunday  which  is 
scheduled  for  March  25.  Dr. 
Charles  Simmons,  pastor  of  Noel 
UMC,  and  who  grew  up  in  Cente¬ 
nary,  will  be  the  guest  preacher  for 
the  day.  Former  pastors  are  being 
invited,  but  help  is  needed  in  locat¬ 
ing  former  families  and  members  of 
the  church.  Sue  Watts  has  re-writ¬ 
ten  the  church’s  history  and  has 
brought  it  up  to  date.  Special  re¬ 
membrances  from  the  past  will  be 
shared  during  the  Sunday  School 
hour  by  members  who  have  wit¬ 
nessed  much  history  in  the  commu¬ 
nity.  A  lunch  has  been  planned  in 
the  fellowship  hall.  Rev.  Willis  W. 
Dear  is  pastor. 
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Editorial; 


A  source  of  pride,  humility 


Did  you  catch  our  recent  series  of 
articles  on  United  Methodism  in 
Germany  (see  UMR,  Jan.  26,  Feb.  2 
and  Feb.  9)? 

We  hope  so.  If  not,  and  you  didn’t 
save  those  issues  of  the  Reporter,  we 
recommend  borrowing  them  from  a 
member  of  your  church  who  did. 

The  vignettes  regarding  German 
Christians  dealing  with  the  “new 
situation"  in  Eastern  Europe  re¬ 
main  timely. 

Three  examples: 

■  Who  could  have  anticipated 
the  significant  involvement  of  a 
United  Methodist  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Martin  Lange,  in  top-level  “round¬ 
table”  meetings  to  chart  East  Ger¬ 
many’s  future? 

Mr.  Lange  is  playing  a  key  role, 
not  only  in  co-chairing  those  meet¬ 
ings,  but  as  a  peacemaker  and  an 
active  advocate  of  non-violence. 

■  It  was  exciting  to  leant  about 
the  disproportionate  influence  of 
United  Methodists  in  East  Germa¬ 
ny’s  revolution.  That  influence  is  at¬ 
tributed  directly  to  our  church’s 
traditional  “catholic  spirit” — that  is, 
our  willingness  to  join  hands  in  com¬ 
mon  cause  with  other  Christians. 

East  German  Bishop  Ruediger 
Minor  says  that  spirit  is  seen  in  the 
number  of  United  Methodists  who 
have  been  leaders  in  his  country’s 
ecumenical  activities.  As  a  result, 
contributions  of  United  Methodists 
have  been  magnified  far  beyond 
what  they  would  have  been  if  we 
were  a  “go  it  alone”  church. 

■  The  Rev.  Helmut  Seifert,  a 


United  Methodist  pastor  in  Leipzig, 
East  Germany,  exemplified  a  differ¬ 
ent  but  equally  valid  form  of  Chris¬ 
tian  involvement  in  his  nation’s 
“new  situation”:  via  prayer  and 
pastoral  support  for  those  more  di¬ 
rectly  involved. 

Such  witnesses  to  the  spiritual  di¬ 
mension  that  underlies  temporal  re¬ 
alities  help  keep  world-shaking 
events  in  proper  perspective  as  part 
of  the  life-changing  rule  of  God. 

As  United  Methodists  living  in  this 
country,  we  should  respond  to  the 
public  and  personal  witness  of  our 
Christian  sisters  and  brothers  in  Ger¬ 
many  with  both  pride  and  humility. 

Pride  in  the  effectiveness  with 
which  they  are  making  our  common 
heritage  “come  alive”  during  a  time 
of  social  and  spiritual  crisis. 

Humility  rooted  in  the  reality 
that,  although  their  numbers  are  rel¬ 
atively  small,  their  public  influence 
may  well  exceed  that  of  our  much 
larger  church  on  American  society. 

We  urge  you  to  use  our  articles  not 
only  as  a  source  of  personal  informa¬ 
tion  and  enrichment  but  also  as  a  basis 
for  discussion  about  our  church  at 
work  in  another  part  of  the  world. 

You  may  want  to  discuss  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  your  congregation’s  form¬ 
ing  an  ongoing  relationship  with  a 
United  Methodist  congregation  in 
Germany.  If  so,  information  may  be 
obtained  by  writing:  Sue  Robinson, 
Africa/Middle  East/Europe  Office, 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 


REPORTER  SIAFT  PHOTO  BY  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

An  East  German  security  guard  peers  through  the  Berlin  Wall  at  a 
West  German  onlooker.  United  Methodists  in  this  country  should 
hail  the  witness  of  their  German  counterparts  involved  in  the  “new 
situation"  symbolized  by  the  wall's  opening. 


Letters  to  the  Editor, 


Church/coal-strike  series  criticized,  praised 


The  Reporter’s  recent  series  of  ar¬ 
ticles  and  editorial  on  the  support 
by  religious  leaders  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  strike  against  the 
Pittston  Coal  Co.  was  fundamental¬ 
ly  flawed  (see  UMR,  Jan.  19,  26 
and  Feb.  2). 

A  major  allegation  based  on  infor¬ 
mation  received  from  the  Pittston 
Coal  Co.  was  that  on  only  one  occa¬ 
sion  did  representatives  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  community  talk  with  Pittston. 
That  is  absolutely  untrue.  I  submit 
the  following  as  a  partial  list: 

Presiding  Bishop  Edmund 
Browning  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
met  with  Paul  Douglas,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  officer  of  Pittston,  in  New 
York.  Bishop  Browning  was  one  of 
the  eight  heads  of  churches  who 
signed  the  statement  in  support  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers. 

The  Rev.  Ed  Deaton,  pastor  of 
Diamond  Hill  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Cos  Cob,  Conn.,  met 
with  an  executive  vice  president  of 
Pittston  in  Connecticut. 

The  Episcopal  Diocese  of  South¬ 
west  Virginia  held  two  sessions  with 
representatives  of  the  Pittston  Coal 
Group  present  to  represent  the 
company’s  point  of  view. 

Michael  Odom,  president  of  the 
Pittston  Coal  Group,  canceled  a 
scheduled  interview  with  religious 
leaders  and,  on  the  day  set  for  the 
interview,  held  a  press  conference 
attacking  religious  leaders  for  only 
listening  to  one  side  of  the  story. 

A  request  was  made  to  Mr.  Odom 
by  the  Holston  Presbytery  for  compa- 


Pontius'  Puddle 


ny  presence  at  a  meeting  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery.  The  invitation  was  rejected. 

Unfortunately,  the  Reporter 
missed  the  real  story,  which  con¬ 
cerned  the  informed  and  committed 
support  by  the  religious  community 
of  the  struggle  for  justice  of  workers 
in  the  coal  fields  of  Appalachia  that 
contributed  td- progress  toward  the 
successful  resolution  of  the  dispute. 
William  Boyd  Grove 
Charleston,  West  Virginia 

Statements  questioned 

I  have  read  with  great  interest  the 
article  in  the  Jan.  19  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  headlined — “Social  justice  or 
settlement  hindrance?” — regarding 
the  church’s  role  in  the  Pittston/Unit- 
ed  Mine  Workers  conflict. 

How  can  it  be  that  none  of  the  re¬ 
ligious  leaders  contacted  “indicated 
that  they  personally  had  weighed  in¬ 
put  from  both  sides  in  the  labor- 
management  conflict”  and  that 
Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove  polar¬ 
izes  the  issue  with  his  inflammatory 
statement:  “This  is  an  incredibly 
clear  instance  of  a  company  that’s 
irresponsible,  of  an  outlaw  compa¬ 
ny  in  terms  of  labor  relations.” 

I  hope  that  cooler  United  Method¬ 
ist  heads  will  prevail  in  the  future. 
Ralph  W.  Ellis 
Holden,  Massachusetts 

In-depth  reports  needed 

Stephen  Swecker  should  be  highly 
commended  for  his  research  effort 
and  his  reporting  in  the  Jan.  19  is¬ 


sue  headlined,  “Social  justice  or  set¬ 
tlement  hindrance?” 

We  are  in  need  of  more  such  in- 
depth  investigative  reports  of  this 
nature. 

A  number  of  individuals  have 
written  to  your  paper  about  previ¬ 
ous  instances  in  which  our  bishops 
and  various  other  denominational 
leaders  have  lent  their  name  to  or 
have  gone  on  record  as  endorsing 
questionable  causes  in  the  name  of 
the  church. 

Some  of  these  endorsements  and 
statements  were  and  are  individual 
assessments  that  may  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  feelings  or  beliefs  of  the 
rank-and-file  membership.  But  they 
leave  the  impression  to  the  outside 
world  that  the  United  Methodist  de¬ 
nomination  as  a  whole  endorses  this 
particular  action  or  belief. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  those  people 
who  are  responsible  for  the  orderly 
functioning  of  our  denomination 
don’t  have  the  time  to  check  out 
such  endorsements  prior  to  affixing 
their  signatures  to  them,  or  must 
rely  on  the  recommendations  of 
someone  who  may  not  be  adequate¬ 
ly  qualified  for  this  particular  deci¬ 
sion  and  who  could  possibly  have  a 
personal  axe  to  grind. 

What  1  have  read  so  far  from  the 
above-referenced  article  only  goes 
to  fortify  my  belief  that  the  impetus 
of  the  denomination  should  be  to¬ 
tally  directed  to  the  education  of  its 
members. 

That  way  they  would  be  qualified 
to  make  rational  and  Christian  de- 
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Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Here  I 

It's  time  we  reaffirm  role 
of  the ' office  of  evangelist 

By  KIMBALL  BOYD  COBURN 


cisions  on  matters,  rather  than  hav¬ 
ing  to  have  someone  in  the  church 
leadership  direct  them  about  how 
they  should  react  on  certain  issues. 

A  Christian  decision  made  by  an 
individual  has  much  more  impact 
and  is  much  more  decisive  than 
that  made  by  someone  connected  to 
the  hierarchy  with  an  admonition 
that  this  is  what  one  should  believe. 

We  overcame  this  obstacle  sever¬ 
al  centuries  ago  when  the  Protestant 
denominations  were  formed. 

David  E.  Galloway 
Fulshear,  Texas 

Be  in  touch  with  God 

I  was  interested  in  the  Jan.  19  ar¬ 
ticle  by  Cynthia  Astle  headlined, 
“Are  life’s  stresses  making  you  ill? 
Pray!”  (see  UMR,  Jan.  19). 

It  made  me  recall  an  experience  I 
had  many  years  ago  when  I  was  go¬ 
ing  to  have  surgery  for  the  first 
time.  I  was  very  nervous  until  I  fi¬ 
nally  told  God  I  was  putting  myself 
in  His  hands  and  the  doctors. 

I  asked  Him  to  guide  the  doctors 
and  I  would  do  the  rest.  As  a  result 
of  putting  myself  in  His  hands,  the 
doctors  and  nurses  were  amazed  at 
how  well  I  did.  / 

1  have  also  had  experiences  of  re¬ 
lieved  stress  by  saying  the  Lord’s 
prayer  or  Psalm  23  if  1  wake  up  in 
the  middle  of  the  night  and  can’t  go 
back  to  sleep. 

All  we  have  to  do  is  just  be  in 
touch  with  God.  Meditate! 

Lorraine  Godar 
Westmont,  Illinois 

He  has  it  backward 

W.  Stan  Tyson's  Jan.  12  letter  to 
the  editor  has  it  backward.  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  execu¬ 
tive  Thom  Fassett  spoke  for  the 
church  in  condemning  the  Panama 
invasion;  Mr.  Tyson  expresses  per¬ 
sonal  opinion  in  praising  it. 

According  to  our  Social  Princi¬ 
ples,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  “an 
honorable  and  justifiable”  military 
invasion  of  a  sovereign  nation. 

Not  only  our  denomination  but 
all  other  Christian  denominations 
in  this  country  condemned  the  mili¬ 
tary  action. 

June  Click 
Seattle,  Washington 


We  in  the  church  are  struggling 
these  days.  The  struggle  is  neither 
organizational  nor  economic.  It  is 
spiritual. 

We  need  Christlike  messengers 
today  to  “inspirit”  us,  calling  us  to 
a  spirituality  that  will  produce  a 
world  made  new.  We  need  more 
evangelists. 

We  need  more  ordained  leaders 
who  are  not  deeply  rooted  in  the  in¬ 
stitutional  structure  and,  thus, 
bound  to  spend  the  most  of  their 
time  organizing  and  administering 
the  institution. 

The  12  apostles  were  evangelists. 
The  seven  deacons  were  evangelists. 
Philip  was  called  “the  evangelist” 
(Acts  21.8). 

The  Apostle  Paul,  the  man  we 
think  of  as  Christianity’s  foremost 
missionary,  actually  thought  of 
himself  as  an  evangelist. 

They  are  laughed  at 

But  an  evangelist  is  anything  but  a 
hero  in  the  mainline  churches  today. 
Instead  of  being  respected,  they  are 
suspected.  Instead  of  being  listened 
to,  they  are  laughed  at.  Since  the 
“office”  of  evangelist  is  so  maligned, 
why  don’t  we  do  away  with  it? 

In  biblical  times  “evangelist” 
wasn’t  a  title  of  an  office  but  of  an 
activity  of  Christian  missionaries 
and  preachers  of  the  Gospel.  It 
wasn’t  until  around  A.D.  300  that  it 
was  referred  to  as  an  “office.” 

Making  it  an  office  in  the  church 
gave  it  official  recognition.  But  re¬ 
membering  it  as  an  activity  that  the 
church  cannot  do  without  is  more 
important. 

Offices  stagnate;  activities  create. 
Offices  tend  to  bring  about  more 
bureaucracy;  activities  create  move¬ 
ment.  The  church  is  the  Jesus 
movement,  and  we  need  people  ac¬ 
tively  reminding  us  of  that  and  call¬ 
ing  us  into  the  future. 

The  office  is  not  what  we  must 
fight  for.  It  is  the  activity  we  must 
keep  alive  and  strong  in  the  church. 
But  if  we  do  continue  to  call  it  an 
office  in  the  church,  let’s  under¬ 
stand  the  importance,  the  meaning 
and  the  need  for  it. 

Without  the  office  of  evangelist, 
the  church  would  cease  to  bloom. 
As  a  pastor  waters,  the  evangelist 
must  plant. 

Evangelists  plant  seeds 

The  evangelist  plants  seeds  of  love, 
confrontation,  challenge  and  hope. 


Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 
The  Rev.  Kimball 
/  Boyd  Coburn ,  a 

W.  ministerial  member 

of  the  California-Pacific  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence ,  is  appointed  to  ministry  beyond 
the  local  church  as  director  of  Kimball 
Boyd  Coburn  Ministry  in  Claremont, 
Calif. 

The  evangelist  calls  individuals, 
the  nation  and  the  world  to  salva¬ 
tion; 

■  Individuals  to  accept  their  ac¬ 
ceptance. 

■  Nations  to  be  under  God. 

■  The  world  to  be  as  it  was  creat¬ 
ed  to  be — good! 

The  evangelist  is  a  messenger — 
an  angel — of  the  Good  News 
(“evangel”)  of  Jesus  Christ. 

No  matter  how  many  evangelists 
have  had  their  heads  turned  by  a  se¬ 
ductive  society,  no  matter  how  for¬ 
gotten  and  unused  the  evangelist 
has  become  in  the  mainline 
churches,  God  will  not  allow  the  of¬ 
fice  of  evangelist  to  be  anything  less 
than  what  it  was  meant  to  be. 

God  will  continue  to  call  men 
and  women  to  go  out  with  “no 
money,  no  extra  clothes  and  no  beg¬ 
gar’s  bag”  (Mark  6:8,9)  into  the 
world  as  messengers  of  the  only 
Message  that  can  save  the  world. 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“First  take  the  log  out  of  your 
own  eye,  and  then  you  will  see 
clearly  to  take  the  speck  out  of  your 
brother’s  eye.”  (RSV) 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Romans  13:11-12) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  19 

Monday:  Psalms  62: 1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  62:7-12 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  49:8-13 
Thursday:  Isaiah  49: 1 4- 1 8 
Friday:  Matthew  5:27-37 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  3:10-1 1 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  3:16-23 


What  others  are  saying: 


“Prison  made  me  appreciate  the 
little  things  that  most  people  take  for 
granted.  I  appreciate  every  day  of 
freedom  that  much  more.  The  grass 
outside  is  always  greener,  the  air  is  al¬ 
ways  fresher.  Incarceration  also  gave 
me  a  sense  of  missionary  purpose.  If 
it  hadn’t  been  for  prison.  I’d  proba¬ 
bly  still  be  practicing  law,  making 
lots  of  money  and  bored  stiff.  Instead 
my  life  has  a  God-given  purpose  to 
bring  hope  to  the  prisoners.” 

— Charles  Colson,  founder  and  di¬ 
rector  of  Prison  Fellowship 


"The  experience  with  the  bush 
afire  turned  into  an  encounter  with 
the  reality  of  God  that  made  even 
the  ground  on  which  Moses  was 
standing  assume  the  nature  of  holy 
ground. ...  A  burning  bush  is  a  mo¬ 
ment  of  truth  when  the  experience 
of  the  holy  and  divine  is  so  over¬ 
whelming  that  it  obviously  calls  for 
response.  ...  It  is  a  point  when  we 
stop  enduring  history  and  deter¬ 
mine  to  seize  it  in  order  to  give  it 
new  form.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Ken¬ 
neth  W.  Hicks,  Kansas  Area 


Mission: 
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Panel  proposes  new  order  for  laity 


8y  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— United  Method¬ 
ist  laypeople  who  want  to  dedicate 
their  lives  to  Christian  service  could 
gain  new  status  within  the  church. 

A  new  order  of  lay  ministry  known 
as  "consecrated  lay  deacon"  was  pro¬ 
posed  by  a  special  35-member  group 
studying  the  church's  ministry  during 
its  Feb.  1-4  meeting. 

Study  commission  members  also 
decided  to  recommend  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ordained  ministry  con¬ 
sist  of  only  one  office,  that  of  elder. 

The  proposed  one-step  process 
from  laity  to  ordained  ministry  would 
replace  the  current  two-step  proce¬ 
dure.  The  present  procedure  involves 
ordination  first  as  a  deacon.  Then, 
following  additional  study  and  exami¬ 


nation — typically  done  in  two  to  three 
year — deacons  are  eligible  for  ordi¬ 
nation  as  elders. 

The  study  commission  is  under  a 
mandate  from  the  1988  session  of 
the  church’s  highest  legislative 
body,  the  General  Conference,  to 
make  recommendations  regarding 
United  Methodism’s  understanding 
of  ministry. 

Study  commission  members  af¬ 
firmed  the  new  order  of  consecrated 
lay  deacon  after  two  days’  extensive, 
sometimes  intense,  discussions. 

Laywoman  Clelia  Hendrix  of 
Greenville,  S.C.,  argued  strongly  for 
the  proposed  new  order. 

“in  the  day  in  which  we  live,  one 
person  cannot  embody  everything 
as  deacon  and  elder,”  she  said.  “It 
is  the  elders,  not  laity,  who  want  to 
cling  to  that  old  concept.” 


The  proposal  as  finally  affirmed 
by  the  study  commission  states  that 
lay  deacons  and  ordained  elders 
both  would  embody  the  role  of 
“representing  Jesus’  ministry  in  the 
world.” 

They  both  would  act  as  ministers 
“set  apart"  for  special  roles  from 
the  “general  ministry”  that  United 
Methodists  believe  all  Christians  as¬ 
sume  by  virtue  of  their  baptism. 

Elders  would  be  ordained  as  they 
are  now  to  preach,  administer  the 
sacraments  of  Holy  Communion 
and  baptism,  and  oversee  the  life  of 
a  local  congregation.  Their  roles  are 
defined  by  such  words  as  “preacher, 
prophet,  teacher,  pastor,  priest  and 
leader.” 

Lay  deacons  would  be  consecrat¬ 
ed  to  ministries  of  “witness,  justice 
and  service.”  Their  roles  are  de¬ 


scribed  as  being  “servant,  care-giv¬ 
er,  advocate,  evangelist,  teacher, 
missioner  and  leader." 

The  two  orders  would  be  “of 
equal  dignity  .  .  .  and  in  a  comple¬ 
mentary.  collegial  and  interdepen¬ 
dent  relationship,”  the  study 
committee  said. 

Consecrated  lay  deacons  would 
be  subject  to  appointment  by  bish¬ 
ops  to  their  ministries  the  same  as 
ordained  elders  but  wouldn’t  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  move  from  one  appoint¬ 
ment  to  another — itinerate — under 
direction  of  the  bishop. 

Commission  members  are  to  dis¬ 
cuss  details  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  May  3-4  in 
Detroit. 

The  final  report  will  be  presented 
to  the  1992  General  Conference  for 
consideration. 


BISHOP  OPTIMISTIC:  a  United 
Methodist  bishop  says  he’s  cautiously  optimis¬ 
tic  about  the  Salvadoran  government’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  prosecute  the  murders  of  six  Jesuit 
priests.  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San  Francis¬ 
co  Area)  made  that  assessment  after  meeting  in 
New  York  with  Salvadoran  President  Alfredo 
Cristiani  and  other  mainline  Protestant  leaders. 
The  bishop  said  Mr.  Cristiani  is  trying  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  new  “department  of  religious  affairs”  to 
deal  with  such  matters.  “Our  perspective  is  that 
the  church  in  El  Salvador  is  still  under  siege  by 
the  military,”  said  Bishop  Talbert,  secretary  of 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  meeting.  The  bishop  is  expected  to 
visit  El  Salvador  in  March. 


PRAYERS  OF  JOY:  Individual  Chris¬ 
tians  and  congregations  all  over  the  world  were 
offering  prayers  of  joy  and 
thanksgiving  Feb.  1 1  after 
the  release  of  South  African 
political  prisoner  Nelson 
Mandela.  Until  Mr.  Mande¬ 
la’s  release  following  his 
historic  meeting  with  South 
African  President  F.W.  de 
Klerk,  this  1989  drawing 
was  the  only  image  of  him 
made  public  in  South  Afri-  Nelson  Mandela 
ca.  That  nation’s  prisons  act  prevents  publica¬ 
tion  of  photographs  of  prisoners.  A  more 
complete  report  of  the  world  religious  commu¬ 
nity’s  reactions  to  Mr.  Mandela’s  release  will  be 
in  the  Reporter’s  Feb.  23  issue. 


BARRIERS  TO  GROWTH:  A  newly 

published  report  identifying  barriers  to  church 
growth  says  the  congregation,  the  facilities  or 
the  leadership  of  a  congregation  may  block  ex¬ 
pansion.  In  “Church  Growth:  Practical  Steps 
that  Work,”  researchers  say  that  simply  wanting 
or  expecting  numerical  growth  in  a  church  is 
not  a  realistic  view  of  what  it  takes  to  achieve 
church  growth.  “A  church  must  want  to  grow 
for  the  right  reasons,”  said  its  author,  George 
Bama  of  Bama  Research  Group  in  Glendale, 
Calif.  “Growth  should  occur  because  the  church 
wants  to  minister  more  effectively  to  the  com¬ 
munity  and  its  residents,  not  because  it  thinks 
bigger  is  better.” 


BLUEPRINT  FOR  THE  UMC:  More 

than  half  the  United  Methodist  congregations 
established  since  1981  are 
Korean,  and  their  success 
stories  might  provide  a 
blueprint  to  reverse  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  declining 
membership.  Bishop  Rich¬ 
ard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas 
Area)  delivered  that  mes¬ 
sage  to  a  recent  convoca¬ 
tion  of  Korean  pastors  in 
Nashville.  Class  meetings,  Bible  study,  and 
youth-  and  family-oriented  activities  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  successful  efforts  of  Korean  con¬ 
gregations,  he  said. 


Richard  8.  Wilke 


UNHAPPY  MEMBERS:  A  United 

Methodist  pastor’s  outspoken  support  for  gay 
and  lesbian  rights  has  divided  his  congregation 
and  brought  formal  demands  for  his  ouster. 
About  80  members  of  Fairmont  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Raleigh,  N.C.,  have  asked  their 
bishop  to  replace  the  Rev.  James  E.  Creech.  The 
pastor  has  taken  a  30  percent  salary  cut  because 
of  plummeting  attendance,  and  the  church  re¬ 
ported  a  $25,000  drop  in  contributions  last 
year.  The  conflict  began  in  1988  when  parishio¬ 
ners  learned  Mr.  Creech  had  taken  part  in  Ra¬ 
leigh's  Gay  Pride  March. 


CUTTING  SUPPORT:  A  Southern 

Baptist  subcommittee  is  recommending  that  the 
denomination  sharply  cut  its  financial  support  for 
the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs. 
The  recommendation  calls  for  the  money  saved 
by  the  cut  to  go  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Christian 
Life  Commission.  For  several  years  conservatives 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  have  com¬ 
plained  about  positions  taken  by  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee,  a  Washington-based  agency  made  up 
of  nine  Baptist  denominations. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Is  Jesus  ad  the  answer? 

UMs  get  media  attention  from  TV  commercials 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

“Jesus”  on  a  TV  commercial? 

Richard  Brown  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  answered 
“yes”  and  unintentionally  gath¬ 
ered  a  wealth  of  national  media 
attention. 

The  Rev.  Craig  A.  Hunter,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  the  200-member 
inner-city  congregation,  was  in¬ 
terviewed  about  the  commercials 
on  “Entertainment  Tonight”  and 
“Larry  King  Live”  and  by  news¬ 
papers  and  radio  stations. 

“As  far  as  we  know,”  Dr. 
Hunter  told  the  Reporter,  “this  is 
the  first  time  in  the  nation  that 
any  church  has  employed  an  ac¬ 
tor  to  portray  Jesus  to  reflect  the 
spirit  of  the  church.” 

The  two  ads  take  a  low-key  ap¬ 
proach. 

The  first  shows  empty  pews 
with  one  man  on  the  back  row 
going  to  sleep.  As  he  awakes,  the 
scene  dissolves  into  the  face  of 
Jesus,  portrayed  by  John  Gal- 
gosi,  surrounded  by  the  congre¬ 
gation.  The  voice-over  says  that 
the  church  “has  a  few  seats  left, 
and  one  of  them  is  for  you.” 

The  second  spot  shows  a  cou¬ 
ple  talking  about  the  special 
qualities  of  the  church  while  the 
camera  shows  people  of  different 
ages  and  races  enjoying  fellow¬ 
ship  activities.  The  man  says, 


“There  is  something  special  go¬ 
ing  on  here,”  and  a  little  girl 
walks  though  the  door  holding 
the  hand  of  the  Jesus  character. 

Church  in  transition 

Production  of  the  commercials 
grew  out  of  the  church’s  effort  to 
attract  new  members,  said  the 
Rev.  Lawrence  A.  Moffet,  direc¬ 
tor  of  communications  for  the 
East  Ohio  Annual  Conference. 

Over  the  past  10  years  Youngs¬ 
town  has  lost  one-third  of  its 
population  as  a  result  of  steel 
mill  closings,  he  said. 

The  church,  shrinking  in  mem¬ 
bership  over  the  years,  is  in  racial 
and  economic  transition,  Mr. 
Moffet  said.  It  is  also  in  an  area 
of  group  homes  for  mentally  and 
emotionally  disabled  people. 

“The  church  decided  to  stay  put 
and  work  with  whomsoever,"  he 
said.  “They  lovingly  and  con¬ 
sciously  tried  to  develop  a  racially 
and  socio-economically  mixed 
congregation.  They  now  have  one 
white  and  one  black  pastor  and 
have  an  active  ministry  with  the 
mentally  ill  and  youth  homes.” 

Dr.  Hunter,  38,  in  his  ninth  year 
with  the  congregation,  said,  “We 
have  been  struggling  so  hard  but 
with  a  very  faithful  and  commit¬ 
ted  group  of  people.  We  just  de¬ 
cided  to  take  up  the  challenge.” 

Armed  with  a  $5,000  grant 
from  the  East  Ohio  conference, 
the  congregation  decided  to  try 


commercial  television. 

Jesus  is  powerful 

At  the  suggestion  of  one  of  his 
members,  Dr.  Hunter  ap¬ 
proached  media  consultant  Vic 
Rubenstein,  a  Jew. 

“Craig  Hunter  felt  very  strong¬ 
ly  that  he  had  a  message  to  tell,” 
Mr.  Rubenstein  told  the  Report¬ 
er.  “Through  spending  some 
time  at  the  church  and  seeing  the 
people— black,  white,  rich,  poor, 
young,  old,  intellectuals,  and 
people  from  the  youth  homes — I 
began  to  realize  that  only  a  force 
as  powerful  as  Jesus  could  bring 
such  diversity  together. 

“The  message  was  so  clear  that 
it  absolutely  transcended  reli¬ 
gious  boundaries." 

Mr.  Rubenstein  created,  wrote, 
directed  and  produced  the  com¬ 
mercials.  He  persuaded  lighting, 
special-effects,  sound  people  and 
actors  to  donate  their  time  to  the 
production. 

“I  did  it  for  nothing,”  Mr.  Ru¬ 
benstein  said,  “on  the  strength  of 
Dr.  Hunter’s  conviction  and  the 
beauty  of  the  congregation.” 

Reaction  to  the  spots  has  been 
favorable  so  far. 

“We  are  very  excited  about 
what’s  going  on  there,”  said  the 
Rev.  L.  Mark  George,  adminis¬ 
trative  assistant  to  Bishop  Edwin 
C.  Boulton  (East  Ohio  Area).  “It 
is  bringing  new  life  to  the  church. 
It’s  the  wave  of  the  future.” 


"Jesus,"  portrayed  by  actor  John  Galgosi,  appears  in  two  TV 
commercials  for  200-member  Richard  Brown  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Youngstown,  Ohio.  Release  of  the  spots 
created  a  wealth  of  media  attention  for  the  congregation. 


Social  activist  /smorgasbord/  draws  300 


"People  of  color 
have  been  involved  in 
environmental  issues 
for  years." 

— Richard  Moore 


and  the  rights  of  children. 

Typical  of  the  offerings  was  a 
half-day  “Albuquerque  Inside- 
Out”  field  trip  focusing  on  envi¬ 
ronmental  issues.  It  was  one  of 
several  tour-bus  trips  that  gave 
church-and-society  representa¬ 
tives  from  annual  conferences 
and  congregations  a  taste  of 
grass-roots  social-justice  efforts. 

Before  taking  their  tour,  envi¬ 
ronmental  field-trippers  learned 
that  justice  issues  aren’t  necessar¬ 
ily  restricted  to  airtight  compart¬ 
ments  but  sometimes  overlap. 

The  Latino  director  of  the 
Southwest  Organizing  Project, 
Richard  Moore,  told  participants 
that  the  belief  of  many  environ¬ 
mentalists  that  minorities  don’t 
care  about  ecology  was  a  “myth” 
that  hurt  efforts  to  clean  up  the 
planet. 

Mr.  Moore’s  agency,  which  is 
heavily  funded  by  various  church 
groups,  works  among  poor  people 
to  fight  toxic  waste  and  build  po¬ 
litical  and  economic  clout  in  Albu¬ 
querque’s  poor  neighborhoods. 

“People  of  color  have  been  in¬ 
volved  in  environmental  issues  for 
years,”  said  Mr.  Moore.  He  chairs 
the  eco-justice  task  force  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

Convocation  participants  were 
not  only  on  the  receiving  end  of 
presentations  such  as  Mr.  Moore’s. 

Thirty  participants  who  met 


with  representatives  of  the  San 
Jose  Community  Awareness 
Council,  an  Albuquerque-based 
group  similar  to  Mr.  Moore’s, 
were  so  touched  by  what  they 
heard  that  they  gave  the  agency  a 
spontaneous  cash  offering  of  $  1 40. 

“This  is  a  way  that  we  as  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  can  show  solidari¬ 
ty  with  you  in  this  important 
work,”  a  group  member  said. 

In  other  convocation  activity, 
participants: 

■  Were  challenged  by  the  Rev. 
H.  Ulises  Torres  to  refuse  to  be 
satisfied  with  “little  changes  here 
and  there”  in  repressive  systems 
such  as  South  African  apartheid. 
The  United  Methodist  pastor  and 
theologian  from  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  urged  them  instead  to  seek 
“profound,  radical  change.” 

■  Heard  Sister  Amata  Miller,  a 
Roman  Catholic  economist  and 
social-justice  advocate  from  New 
York  City,  declare:  “We  are  at 
one  of  those  watershed  moments 
of  human  history”  when  “more  of 
us  are  coming  to  understand  that 
the  systems  that  provide  our  pros¬ 
perity  are  part  of  the  reason  for 
chaos.  . . .  Bureaucratic  economic 
systems  have  failed  to  respond  to 
human  need.” 

■  Applauded  when  Pat  Derian, 
a  Washington  human-rights  advo¬ 
cate  and  former  Carter  adminis¬ 
tration  official,  announced,  “What 
the  government  of  Israel  is  doing 
to  the  Palestinian  people  on  the 
Left  Bank  has  been  too  long  ig¬ 
nored.  . . .  It’s  not  anti-semitic  to 
say  that  something  has  to  be  done 
about  the  government  of  Israel.” 

More  than  130  participants 
also  signed  a  statement  “deplor- 
(ing)”  the  “U.S.  invasion  of  Pana¬ 
ma”  and  urged  the  government 
not  to  "engage  in  such  activities 
in  the  future.” 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M. — A 
“smorgasbord  for  social  activ¬ 
ists” — that  was  how  an  observer 
described  “Convocation  1990: 
Visions  of  Hope — Transforming 
the  Chaos.” 

It  was  a  fitting  description  of 
the  Feb.  1-4  national  event  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

More  than  300  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  lay  and  ordained,  reflect¬ 
ing  the  church’s  ethnic  and 
regional  diversity,  feasted  on  an 
array  of  field  trips,  workshops, 
resources  and  speakers  about  so¬ 
cial-justice  issues.  They  ranged 
from  toxic  waste  to  global  debt 


PHOTOS  BY  STTPHEN  L  SWtCKIB 

ALBUQUERQUE,  N.M. — The  Rev.  Larry  Focht  of  New  Cumberland,  Pa.,  (left)  looks  on  as  an  Al¬ 
buquerque  health  department  technician  conducts  a  vehicle  emissions  test.  Mr.  Focht  partici¬ 
pated  in  "Convocation  1990"  to  study  environmental,  economic  and  human-rights  issues.  At 
right,  the  Rev.  Dan  J.  Frisby  of  Oklahoma  City  "passes  the  hat"  as  some  participants  take  a  col¬ 
lection  for  a  local  environmental  justice  project. 


HAVE  YOU  CONSIDERED.... 

The  Real  Cost  Of  Your  Current  Church  Newsletter 


•  Paper,  Supplies 

$ 

•  Labels 

$ 

•  Copy/Printing  Expense , 

$  ( 

•  Postage 

$ 

•  Secretary’s  Time 

$$  < 

•  Pastor/Associate's  Time 

$$$  ^ 

TOTAL 

ss  r 

As  you  are  planning  your  1990  budget,  consider  the  hidden  costs  of  pro¬ 
ducing  your  church  newsletter.  Expenses  are  usually  spread  out  in  differ¬ 
ent  sections  of  your  church  budget  so  you  don't  actually  see  the  total 
cost.  When  you  add  up  these  real  costs  you  may  discover  that  a  weekly 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  or  biweekly  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Review  can  actually  provide  significant  savings  for 
your  local  church.  Plus,  a  UMR  edition  frees  up  valuable  staff  and  secre¬ 
tarial  time  which  can  be  redirected  to  other  parts  of  your  mission  and 
ministry.  Give  us  a  call  and  let  us  help  you  compare  costs! 

Call  collect  or  write  to: 

Ron  Adams,  Marketing  Executive,  UMR  Special  Editions,  P.O. 

Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 


Faith  at  work 
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CHALLENGES  FOR  UMC:  Project¬ 
ed  increases  in  the  U.S.  Hispanic  population 
pose  new  challenges  for  United  Methodism,  a 
churchwide  task  force  was  told  Feb.  2.  A  survey 
shows  that  the  need  for  ministries  with  Hispan- 
ics  exists  in  all  72  annual  conferences  in  the 
United  States,  not  just  the  16  in  which  Hispanic 
population  is  concentrated. 

NEW  NETWORK  PRESIDENT:  a 

30-year  staff  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
communications  agency  has  been  named  presi¬ 
dent  and  chief  executive  officer  of  the  new  Vi¬ 
sion  Interfaith  Satellite  Network,  effective 
March  1.  Nelson  Price  helped  launch  the  net¬ 
work  owned  by  a  consortium  of  22  faith  groups. 
For  the  present,  Mr.  Price  will  be  on  loan  to  the 
network  from  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions.  He  succeeds  Wilfred  V.  Bane,  also  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  staff  member. 
He  was  serving  as  acting  executive  officer. 

A  MAJOR  MISSION:  The  drug  crisis 
isn’t  a  criminal  problem  but  “a  public  health  is¬ 
sue  with  systemic  connections  to  all  facets  of 
life."  That’s  the  view  of  Judith  Hunt,  health  and 
welfare  executive  at  the  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  board.  Ms.  Hunt  said  the  board’s  elected 
health  and  welfare  directors  adopted  the  sub- 
stance-abuse  initiative  last  fall  and  plan  to  pres¬ 
ent  it  as  a  “major  mission  challenge"  to  the 
entire  board  in  April.  A  10-member  advisory 
group — including  an  attorney,  a  pharmacolo¬ 
gist,  drug  treatment  specialists  and  recovering 
addicts — organized  Feb.  2  to  help  sharpen  strat¬ 
egies  and  local  programs  for  the  initiative. 

ORDAINED  MINISTRY:  A  pastor 

from  Wisconsin  is  to  join  the  Division  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry  staff  at  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  July  1  in  Nash¬ 
ville.  The  Rev.  Lynn  M.  Scott,  pastor  of  the  Pal¬ 
myra  and  Little  Prairie  Charge  in  the  Wisconsin 
Annual  Conference,  is  to  coordinate  support 
ministries  and  spiritual  formation  for  clergywo- 
men  and  clergy  couples. 

CALL  TO  ASSEMBLY:  Speakers  are 
to  address  concerns  about  children  and  the  en¬ 
vironment  during  the  1990  Assembly  of  United 
Methodist  Women  May  3-6  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.  The  event  is  sponsored  by  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Marian  Wright 
Edelman,  nationally  known  as  an  advocate  for 
children,  is  to  be  featured  May  5.  She  is  founder 
and  president  of  the  Washington-based  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Defense  Fund.  It  deals  with  such  issues 
as  adolescent  pregnancy  prevention,  education, 
child  care,  child  health,  youth  employment, 
family  support  systems,  and  child  welfare  and 
mental  health. 

"LIKE  PEAS  IN  A  POD":  The  “bat¬ 
tle”  between  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King  Jr. 
and  Black  Muslim  leader  Malcolm  X  was  creat¬ 
ed  by  white  media,  a  theologian  of  black  history 
told  students  at  United  Methodist-related  Ot- 
terbein  College  in  Westerville,  Ohio.  The  Rev. 
James  H.  Cone,  professor  of  systematic  theol¬ 
ogy  at  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York, 
pointed  out  that  the  two  men  weren’t  adversar¬ 
ies  but  “two  peas  in  a  pod.”  Dr.  Cone  said, 
“They  needed  each  other,  for  then  and  now  they 
represented  the  yin  and  yang  deep  in  the  soul  of 
black  America.”  The  professor  said  Dr.  King 
“addressed  his  message  to  southern  black  Chris¬ 
tians.  Malcolm  X  addressed  his  message  to 
northern  black  urban  persons  who  were  largely 
alienated  from  the  church.” 

TELEVISION  VIEWING:  A  National 

Council  of  Churches  television  production, 
“Spirit  of  the  Rising  Son,”  is  to  be  shown  at  1 
p.m.  (EST)  March  18  on  NBC-TV.  The  telecast 
focuses  on  the  role  of  Christianity  in  addressing 
social  problems  in  Japan.  The  program  is  the 
second  in  the  NBC  series  “Horizons  of  the  Spir¬ 
it”  presented  by  the  Interfaith  Broadcasting 
Commission. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  wire  reports 


Two  congregations  own  property  jointly 


By  CHARLES  LERRIGO 

Because  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  prohibits  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregation  from  collecting 
rent  from  another  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation . . . 

Because  lawyers  advise  that  no 
two  congregations  can  legally 
own  the  same  building . . . 

Because  “it’s  what  the  church 
is  all  about ...” 

For  those  and  other  reasons, 
two  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  San  Leandro,  Calif.,  are 
going  beyond  “sharing”  the  same 
facility  to  owning  it  as  equal 
partners. 

East  Bay  Formosan  United 
Methodist  Church,  like  many 
ethnic-  and  language-ministry 
churches,  has  dreamed  for  14 
years  of  having  its  own  building. 

Moving  from  one  church  to 
another  (five  changes  over  the 
years)  and  going  through  a  time 
when  part  of  its  congregation 
split  off  into  an  independent 
church,  the  vigorous  Formosan 
congregation  knew  it  could  grow 
even  faster  if  it  had  its  own  place. 

Meanwhile  Faith  United 
Methodist  Church,  struggling  fi¬ 
nancially  with  average  Sunday 
worship  attendance  of  50,  was 


giving  up  its  building. 

The  two  congregations  have 
now  created  a  joint  parish  coun¬ 
cil.  When  legal  incorporation  is 
completed,  Faith  UMC’s  proper¬ 
ty  will  pass  to  the  new  legal  enti¬ 
ty,  composed  equally  of  members 
from  both  congregations. 

Bayview  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  Jonah  J.  Chang,  who  did  the 
ground  work  for  creation  of  the 
Formosan  group  1 8  years  ago,  ec¬ 
statically  calls  what  the  churches 
are  doing  an  “act  of  faith.” 

San  Francisco  Area  Bishop 
■Melvin  G.  Talbert  praises  their 
action  as  a  model  for  the  future. 

Each  congregation  is  to  contin¬ 
ue  as  a  separate  entity.  Separate 
worship  services  are  to  continue. 
The  Formosan  congregation  wor¬ 
ships  bilingually  in  English  and 
Taiwanese  (Formosan). 

A  bilingual  master  calendar 
has  been  drafted.  Building  ex¬ 
penses  will  be  shared  on  a  50-50 
basis. 

East  Bay  Formosan  and  Faith 
churches  began  meeting  in  the 
same  building  last  summer.  For 
the  previous  nine  years.  Faith 
UMC  had  been  renting  to  an  in¬ 
dependent  Chinese  Missionary 
Alliance  congregation. 

“We  felt  good  about  that,” 


SAN  LEANDRO,  Calif. — Children  from  East  Bay  Formosan  United  Methodist  Church  participate 
in  their  church's  Christmas  program.  Their  congregation  and  another  have  entered  an  unusual 
agreement  to  own  church  property  jointly. 


said  the  Rev.  Ivan  J.  Ball  Jr.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Faith  UMC,  “but  we  were 
pretty  much  in  a  landlord-tenant 
relationship.’ 

“The  Discipline  [Paragraph 
2552.b]  says  we  aren’t  supposed 
to  rent  to  another  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church.” 

The  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Tai,  pas¬ 


tor  of  East  Bay  Formosan  UMC, 
called  the  new  arrangement  “a 
growing  experience  for  us.” 

“Some  of  our  people  were  anx¬ 
ious  about  what  kind  of  responsi¬ 
bilities  they  would  have,”  he 
said.  “Would  there  be  conflict? 
Right  now,  everything’s  moving 
in  the  right  direction.  People 


seem  to  be  happy  about  it.” 

Mr.  Ball  and  Mr.  Tai  regularly 
meet  to  talk  about  the  ministry 
in  their  two  congregations. 

The  Rev.  Charles  A.  Lerrigo  is 
editor  of  the  California-Nevada 
conference  edition  of  The  United 
Methodist  Review. 


South  African  worker  warns 
that  repressions  are  continuing 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  United 
Methodist  who  spent  eight 
months  working  with  detained 
black  children  in  South  Africa 
says  new  forms  of  detention  are 
emerging  in  that  country. 

Judith  Evans  of  Simsbury, 
Conn.,  acknowledged  changes 
that  have  begun  to  occur  under 
F.W.  de  Klerk,  South  Africa’s 
new  president,  but  cautioned 
that  repression  is  continuing. 

“They  are  just  picking  on  less 
visible  communities,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Evans,  who  grew  up  in 
Kenya  and  Uganda,  worked 
with  the  Witzwatersrand  Coun¬ 


cil  of  Churches  between  June 
1989  and  January  1990  under 
sponsorship  of  the  World  Pro¬ 
gram  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

She  performed  a  variety  of 
jobs  in  a  new  private  school, 
mainly  for  children  who  had 
been  detained,  and  was  a  field 
worker  for  the  regional  council. 

“Once  you  have  been  in  de¬ 
tention,”  Ms.  Evans  explained, 
“you  don’t  have  access  . . .  into 
the  school  systems.” 

She  put  her  experience  of 
working  with  troubled  and 
abused  adolescents  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  to  use  with  young  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  experienced 


detention  and  harassment  in 
South  Africa. 

Post-traumatic  stress  disor¬ 
der  is  the  chief  symptom  among 
these  youths,  she  said. 

Detention,  used  as  a  political 
tool,  has  become  more  danger¬ 
ous  because  the  government  has 
criminalized  it  to  “legitimize 
it,”  Ms.  Evans  said. 

That  means  people  being  de¬ 
tained  for  “any  kind  of  commu¬ 
nity  work”  are  held  under 
trumped-up  charges,  such  as  rob¬ 
bery  or  public  violence,  she  said. 

In  a  new  type  of  detention, 
people  are  released  from  prison 
but  must  sign  in  at  the  police  sta¬ 
tion  several  times  a  day  and  ob¬ 
serve  a  curfew,  Ms.  Evans  added. 


Two  veteran  writers  join  staff 


Two  veteran  writers  joined 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
staff  Feb.  1  as  Associate  Editors. 

They  are  the  Rev.  Don  Don¬ 
ato,  a  ministerial  member  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  and  Diane  Huie  Balay 
from  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

The  two  fill  vacancies  created 
by  the  resignation  last  fall  of 
Associate  Editor  Glen  Lamm 
and  a  restructuring  of  duties  in¬ 
volving  others  in  the  newspa¬ 
per’s  Editorial  Department. 

Mr.  Donato,  a  graduate  of  the 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Den¬ 
ver,  comes  from  the  pastorate 
of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Aurora,  Colo. 

Before  attending  seminary  he 
worked  19  years  as  a  reporter 
and  editor  for  the  “The  Pueblo 
(Colo.)  Chieftain.” 

Ms.  Balay  has  been  director  of 
communications  for  the  College 
of  Fine  Arts  at  the  University  of 
Arkansas  at  Little  Rock  since 


Don  Donato  Diane  Balay 


1984.  She  holds  college  degrees 
in  communications,  theater  arts 
and  nursing  and  has  taught  uni¬ 
versity-level  communications 
and  high  school  English. 

Ms.  Balay  is  a  member  of  St. 
James  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Little  Rock  and  a 
free-lance  writer  and  photogra¬ 
pher.  Her  feature  articles  and 
pictures  have  appeared  in  the 
Reporter. 

The  newspaper's  editor  and 
chief  executive  officer,  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  said 
that  the  two  were  selected  follow¬ 


ing  an  intensive  national  search. 

Dr.  Dunnam  also  announced 
that  Douglas  F.  Cannon,  a 
UMR  Associate  Editor  since 
1984,  has  been  assigned  addi¬ 
tional  duties  as  director  of  me¬ 
dia  services  for  the  seven 
annual  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico.  These  func¬ 
tions  are  funded  by  the  partici¬ 
pating  conferences  apart  from 
the  newspaper’s  operations. 

Mr.  Cannon’s  new  responsibil¬ 
ities  also  include  coordination  of 
the  expanding  work  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  Institute  for 
Church  Communications. 

This  communications-train- 
ing  enterprise  was  founded  in 
1987  and  is  funded  by  the  gen¬ 
erosity  of  James  L.  Verhoeff,  a 
United  Methodist  layman  from 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Mr.  Cannon  will  continue  as 
the  Reporter’s  principal  copy 
editor  and  as  a  member  of  the 
writing  staff. 
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College  dorm  destroyed 

MARSHALL,  TEXAS — A  coed  is  consoled  at  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Wiley  College  following  a  major  fire  in  a  women's  dormitory 
Feb.  5.  Most  of  the  121  students  living  in  Dogan  Hall  were  in  class 
and  not  in  the  65-year-old  dormitory  when  the  blaze  began.  At 
least  26  young  women  residents  lost  all  possessions.  Fire  officials 
blamed  the  blaze  on  an  iron  left  plugged  in  but  unattended. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  SI0  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  EDUCATION  Di¬ 
rector  by  June  1,  1990.  St.  Paul's  UMC,  Las 
Cruces,  New  Mexico.  Responsible  for  recruit¬ 
ing,  training,  organizing  and  supervising 
Christian  Education  in  this  1700-member 
church.  Salary  negotiable  commensurate  with 
experience,  bend  resume  with  references  to: 

E.  Leonard  Gillingham,  Box  696,  Las  Cruces, 
NM  88004.  Phone:  (505)  526-6689.  By  April 
17.1990. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG 

Adult  Ministries  needed  for  1600-member 
church.  Minimum  3  years  full-time  experi¬ 
ence,  mid  20’s  salary  package.  Immediate 
opening.  Contact:  Al  Hammer,  St.  John's 
UMC,  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Blvd.,  Winter 
Haven,  FL  33884. 

REFORMATION  HERITAGE  TOUR.  Visit 
the  Luther,  Calvin,  and  Zwingli  sites  in  East 
and  West  Germany  and  Switzerland,  includ- 
ing  Berlin  and  the  Oberammergau  Passion 
Play.  June  28-July  14,  1990.  $2890,  complete 
from  Chicago.  For  further  information  please 
contact:  Professor  K.  James  Stein  (tour  lectur¬ 
er)  at  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi- 
nary,  2121  Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL 
60201. (708) 866-3952. 

ORGANIST  NEEDED  AT  THE  Federated 

Church  of  Ashland,  MA.  Salary  negotiable. 
Call  church  secretary  at  (617)  881-1355.  9-12 
weekdays. 

WANTED,  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Education  lor  2400-member  church  in  central 
Florida.  Average  weekly  Sunday  School  atten¬ 
dance  of  450.  Responsible  for  total  education 
program.  Salary  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Please  send  resume  to:  Rev.  David  T. 
Brewer,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  1 126 

E.  Silver  Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala.  FL  32670. 
Telephone.  (904)622-3244. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY, 
European  tours:  July  12-24,  August  14-25. 
Confirmed  tickets.  Write:  Rev.  Ralph  Law¬ 
rence,  4192  Tattenham,  Boise,  ID  83704. 
(208)888-2245,  378-0393. 

PULPIT.  PASTORAL  SUPPLY:  Irish  Meth- 
odist  Minister,  High  School  Chaplain,  able  to 
supply  for  July.  August  in  return  for  family 
fares.  Write  or  call:  Rev.  Graham  Hamilton, 
Wesley  College,  Ballinteer,  Dublin  16,  Ire¬ 
land.  Phone:  987756. 

MUSIC  ASSOCIATE  FOR  LARGE  down¬ 
town  church.  Skills  required:  piano  and  organ 
plus  directing  skills  for  children,  youth  and 
bell  choirs.  Salary  negotiable  beginning  at 
$25,000.  Send  resume  to:  Dr  Boyd  Wagner, 

1 320  Main  at  Clay.  Houston,  TX  77002-6866. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILD  DEVELOPMENT 

Center.  University  United  Methodist  Church, 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  $17,000-520.000.  Susan 
Andrews,  3930  Woodhill,  Las  Vegas,  NV 
89121. (702) 458-1053. 

WANTED:  40'  COACH.  HIGHWAY  suitable. 
Silver  Eagle  05,  MCI  6  or  7  or  similar.  Call  Paul 
at  Christ  UMC,  Plano.  TX  (214)  596-4303 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 

Smokies  near  Lake  JunaJuska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 
week,  $525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calnoun,  Drawer 
1138,  WaynesviUe,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 

Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available. 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt. 
Box  38.  Woodland  Park.  CO  80866.  (719) 
687-9038. 

People  called2 


Church  plays  big  role 
in  new  judge's  life 

The  soon-to-be  first  woman  judge 
of  Minnesota's  5th  Judicial  District 
says,  “Church  ser¬ 
vice  is  a  part  of 
who  I  am.” 

Linda  S.  Titus,  • 

42,  a  member  4»- 

Jackson  (Minn.)  T 
United  Methodist  | 

Church,  said,  “I  i 
have  always  been  I 
involved.  And  I  Linda  Titus 
want  to  raise  my  children  as  a  part 
of  the  church.”  Mrs.  Titus’  appoint¬ 
ment  by  Gov.  Rudy  Perpich  be¬ 
comes  effective  March  1.  As  a  trial 
judge  serving  a  district  of  14,000 
people,  she  will  hear  both  criminal 
and  civil  cases. 

“This  is  something  I’ve  wanted  to 
try  for  a  long  time,”  Mrs.  Titus  said. 
“It  is  a  very  challenging  opportunity.” 

After  graduating  from  William 
Mitchell  College  of  Law  in  St.  Paul, 
Mrs.  Titus  served  six  years  as  assis- 


JJnited  Methodist 


tant  city  attorney  for  Worthing,  Minn. 

She  opened  her  own  practice  in 
Jackson  in  1984.  She  lives  there 
with  her  veterinarian  husband, 
Mark,  and  their  two  sons,  Andrew, 
13,  and  Daniel,  10. 

She  was  Jackson  County  attorney 
until  she  resigned  to  accept  the 
judgeship. 

Law  is  “a  great  way  to  make  a  liv¬ 
ing,”  she  said. 

Balancing  her  legal  profession, 
her  family  and  her  church  work  re¬ 
quires  careful  organization  and 
preparation,  she  said. 

"You  must  choose  things  you  can 
accomplish,”  she  said. 

Although  she  said  she  no  longer 
feels  she  can  serve  on  the  church 
board  of  trustees  and  teach  Sunday 
school,  she  continues  as  a  soprano 
soloist  in  the  choir. 

Not  serving  the  church  is  “some¬ 
thing  I  would  feel  uncomfortable 
about,”  she  said.  “In  a  church  as 
small  as  ours,  310  members,  every¬ 
one  who  drops  out  is  missed.” 


CANDLELIGHT  SERVICES  POSSIBLE  AGAIN 
WITH 

THE  TORCH  CANDLE” 


THESE  CANDLES  PROVIDE  A  UNIQUE 
CONCEPT  FOR  CHURCH  CANDLELIGHT 
SERVICES. 


NON-FLAMABLE  CUP, 
allows  local  fire  department 
to  approve  Church  candlelight 
services,  instead  of  taking 
unnecessary  risks. 

COLLECTS  WAX, 
maintains  cleanliness,  stops 
wax  dripping  on  people's  hands 
and  clothing. 

SHIELDS  THE  FLAME, 
thereby  far  safer  than  present 
candles  with  paper  disks. 

REUSABLE, 

cup  can  be  used  repeatedly  for 


E.  TRANSPARENT  CUP, 

flame  shines  through  the  cup,  thereby 
enhancing  your  candlelight  service. 

F  DIFFERENT  COLOURS, 

cups  can  be  ordered  in  the  colours; 
RED,  CLEAR  or  BLUE. 

G.  THE  PRICE,  (CUP  AND  CANDLE) 
packaged  100/box  USS  79  00/bx 

packaged  400/case  USS289  00/cs 

FREE  shipping 


CANDLE  SIZE: 
CUP  SIZE: 


7"  x  W 

2V»"  D1AM  (TOP) 
J%"  DIAM  (BTM) 
2‘/«"  HIGH 


Prices  for  quantifies  over  1,200,  upon  request 


NEWVILLE  88  CORPORATION 

260  Adelaide  Street  East 
Toronto,  Canada  M5A  INI 
Tel:  (416)  540-8656 
Fax:  (416)  258-6950 


TOLL  FREE 
1-800-387-1044 
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Corporate  leaders  consider  ethics 

19-page  report  details  executive  discussions  about  takeovers 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— The  financial 
industry  has  an  ethical  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  carefully  weigh  the  social  con¬ 
sequences  of  corporate  mergers  and 
takeovers,  according  to  a  consensus 
reached  by  34  leaders  of  industry, 
government  and  academia. 

The  leaders — including  the  chair¬ 
men  of  seven  major  financial  insti¬ 
tutions — were  brought  together  for 
several  daylong  discussions  by  the 
Woodstock  Theological  Center  at 
Georgetown  University,  which  is¬ 
sued  a  1 9-page  report  based  on  the 
discussions. 

Some  make  huge  profits 

Titled  “Ethical  Considerations  in  , 
Corporate  Takeovers,”  the  report 
says  the  wave  of  corporate  acquisi¬ 
tions  has  allowed  a  few  individuals 
to  amass  huge  profits,  often  at  the 
expense  of  the  long-term  good  of 


companies,  employees  and  commu¬ 
nities. 

The  study  describes  the  takeover 
trend  as  a  symptom  of  deeper  ethi¬ 
cal  problems  in  American  business 
and  society  as  a  whole. 

“Our  society  has  come  increas¬ 
ingly  to  stress  the  rights,  claims  and 
happiness  of  individuals  over  their 
responsibilities  to  the  community 
and,  in  some  cases,  to  value  instant 
gratification  over  concern,”  says  the 
report,  issued  Feb.  6. 

The  report  points  to  public  per¬ 
ception  that  some  members  of  the 
financial  community  look  upon  fa¬ 
miliar  moral  standards — such  as 
fairness,  honesty  and  social  respon¬ 
sibility — as  either  irrelevant  or  as 
placing  them  at  a  competitive  dis¬ 
advantage. 

“There  is  fear  that  the  normative 
convictions  that  people  bring  into 
the  financial  marketplace  from 
their  schools,  synagogues  and 
churches  are  dismissed  as  relics  of 


tradition  and  are  not  used  as  mean¬ 
ingful  points  of  moral  reference,”  it 
states. 

As  a  guide  to  those  involved  in 
decisions  about  corporate  acquisi¬ 
tions,  the  report  offers  a  set  of  ethi¬ 
cal  questions,  including: 

■  Whether  “any  unethical  form 
of  coercion”  is  taking  place  in  the 
transaction. 

■  Whether  “all  parties  who  are 
materially  affected  by  the  transac¬ 
tion  have  been  given  a  chance  to 
voice  objections  or  concerns.” 

■  Whether  the  merger  or  take¬ 
over  would  enhance  the  productivi¬ 
ty  of  the  surviving  firm. 

■  What  impact  the  transaction 
would  have  on  shareholders,  man¬ 
agers,  rank-and-file  workers,  the 
communities  in  which  the  firms  op¬ 
erate  and  the  national  economy. 

All  are  responsible 

All  parties  involved,  from  corpo¬ 
rate  executives  to  government  regu¬ 


lators,  “have  a  responsibility  to 
address  the  social  and  economic 
Consequences  of  the  takeover  move¬ 
ment  and  to  exercise  moral  leader¬ 
ship”  in  responding  to  it,  according 
to  the  report. 

The  report,  however,  stops  short 
of  calling  for  new  federal  regulation, 
saying  they  “will  not  be  needed”  as 
long  as  existing  regulations  are  ef¬ 
fectively  enforced. 

The  report  is  based  on  seminars 
held  in  1988  and  1989.  While  not 
every  participant  agrees  with  every 
sentence  in  the  report,  all  support 
its  “basic  contents  and  sentiments,” 
according  to  the  foreword  to  the 
document. 

The  report  will  be  distributed  to 
corporations  and  business  schools 
for  use  in  management  training  pro¬ 
grams,  according  to  Beth  Kostelac 
of  Woodstock  Theological  Center, 
an  ethics  research  group  founded  by 
the  Jesuit  order  in  1974. 


Book  on  TV  preachers  blasts  faith  healing 


By  JIM  CASTELLI 

Religious  News  Service 

Former  U.S.  Surgeon  General  C. 
Everett  Koop  says  faith  healing  is 
bunk.  But  the  pediatric  surgeon 
bases  his  diagnosis  on  his  theologi¬ 
cal,  not  his  medical,  credentials. 

Dr.  Koop’s  denunciation  of  faith 
healing  is  contained  in  his  contribu¬ 
tion  to  a  new  book,  “The  Agony  of 
Deceit:  What  Some  TV  Preachers  Are 
Really  Teaching”  (Moody  Press). 

The  book  is  a  collection  of  articles 
by  evangelical  theologians  accusing 
some  TV  evangelists  of  heresy. 

Sickness,  sin  not  connected 

Dr.  Koop  attacks  TV  evangelists 
who  claim  that  sickness  is  a  sign  of 
sin  and  that  those  who  are  not 
healed  do  not  have  enough  faith. 

“Contrary  to  what  many  televan¬ 
gelists  will  tell  you,”  he  says,  “there 
is  no  connection  between  specific 


sin  and  the  judgment  of  God,  in  the 
sense  of  retributive  justice.” 

Dr.  Koop  says  the  claim  that  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  not  healed  lack  faith 
“makes  two  classes  of  Christians: 
those  who  have  enough  faith  to  be 
healed — the  first-class  Christians — 
and  those  who  don’t  have  enough 
faith  to  be  healed — they,  of  course, 
are  second-class.  There  is  great  pov¬ 
erty  in  that  kind  of  religion.” 

Dr.  Koop  based  his  criticism  on 
his  views  as  a  “Bible-believing 
evangelical  Christian”  who  believes 
that  God  worked  miracles  in  bibli¬ 
cal  times. 

“Miracles  may  be  a  departure 
from  God’s  usual  way  of  acting  (as 
we  understand  it),  but  we  can  never 
say  they  contradict  God’s  nature,” 
he  writes. 

"Presumptuous  Christian  writers 
claim  to  know  God’s  intent,  such  as 
the  author  of  the  book  that  insists, 
‘God  wants  you  well.’  Who  says  so? 


Why  should  he  want  you  well  when 
he  did  not  want  the  apostle  Paul 
well?  Paul  apparently  had  a  serious 
eye  disease  to  which  he  refers  in  his 
letters  to  the  young  churches.  And, 
indeed,  Paul  asked  God  to  remove 
his  thorn  in  the  flesh  several  times. 
But  God  chose  not  to  do  so.” 

Faith  healers  show  arrogance 

“When  a  faith  healer  commands 
God  to  perform  a  miracle,  in  the 
absence  of  a  prayer  that  says  ‘Thy 
will  be  done,’  ”  Dr.  Koop  says,  “it 
is,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the 
most  rank  form  of  arrogance.  ...  If 
it  were  the  sovereign  will  of  God 
that  humans  be  healed  of  all  illness 
and  all  afflictions,  all  humans 
would  be  immortal.  Isn’t  death,  af¬ 
ter  all,  the  ultimate  illness?” 

Dr.  Koop  criticized  faith  healers 
for  implying  that  sickness  and  suf¬ 
fering  come  from  Satan  when  they 
come  from  God. 


“Sickness  is  often  the  proof  of 
God’s  special  favor,”  he  writes. 
“Affliction  is  part  of  the  Christian’s 
life  just  as  much  as  the  non-believ¬ 
er’s  (sometimes  more  so). 

“The  proper  response  of  Chris¬ 
tians  to  affliction  is  not  to  demand 
healing  but  rather  to  witness  to  the 
world  that  through  the  grace  of 
God,  a  Christian  is  able  to  accept 
affliction,  trusting  in  the  sovereign¬ 
ty  of  God.” 

While  Dr.  Koop  rejects  faith  heal¬ 
ing,  he  does  believe  mental  atti¬ 
tudes  affect  health.  ‘‘It  is  also 
important  to  remember,”  he  writes, 
“that  a  number  of  diseases  come 
from  psychosomatic  stimuli.  There 
is  no  question  about  the  fact  that 
what  we  think  has  tremendous  ef¬ 
fects  on  our  bodies.  If  we  can 
change  our  thinking,  the  body  fre¬ 
quently  heals  itself,  as  the  saying 
goes." 
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Abortion  discussed 

The  Rev.  Paul  Stallsworth  (center),  associate  director  of  the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Public  Life,  and 
the  Rev.  Adele  Wilcox  (right),  pastor  of  two  United  Methodist  churches  in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  dis¬ 
cuss  theological  aspects  of  abortion.  They  and  co-host  Anisa  Mehdi  (left)  will  be  featured  on  the  Feb. 
25  edition  of  "Catch  the  Spirit,"  the  national  television  series  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Poem  of  the  week 
A  Mover  and  a  Shaker 

This  world’s  fast  food 
Needs  a  little  salt. 

The  fare  is  tasteless 
To  a  fault; 

It  lacks  that  special  holy  flavor 
The  hungry-hearted  need  to  savor. 
O  Lord — fresh-bread  baker, 
new-wine  maker. 

On  Your  table, 
let  me  be  a  shaker! 

In  the  valley,  shadows 
Loom  forbiddingly, 

Mountains  need  to  move 
Into  the  sea; 

Your  Word  has  promised  power 
For  the  problem-ridden  hour. 

O  Lord — obstacle  remover, 
mustard  -  seed  faith  prover. 

In  Your  kingdom, 
let  me  be  a  mover! 

—RUTH  GLOVER 


$12  million  assured 


Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Vision  In¬ 
terfaith  Satellite  Network, 
launched  in  1988  as  an  alternative 
to  religious  programming  domi¬ 
nated  by  TV  evangelists,  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  guarantee  of  funding  up 
to  $  1 2  million  by  a  newly  formed 
group  of  cable  TV  operators. 

The  influx  of  funds,  which  is  to 
help  underwrite  a  major  market¬ 
ing  effort,  will  “make  the  channel 
work,”  according  to  network  ex¬ 
ecutive  William  Airy. 

Tele-Communications  Inc.  of 
Denver,  the  largest  multiple  ca¬ 
ble  TV  system  operator  in  the 
country,  is  the  primary  force  in 
VISN  Group  Inc. 

That  new  corporation  has  giv¬ 


en  the  Vision  network  a  two- 
year,  renewable  loan  that  could 
range  from  $5  million  to  $12  mil¬ 
lion. 

Mr.  Airy,  who  as  the  director 
of  affiliate  relations  for  the  net¬ 
work  was  a  central  figure  in  or¬ 
chestrating  the  creation  of  the 
funding  group,  told  RNS  that 
VISN  Group  is  committed  to 
“paying  the  entire  tab  for  the 
next  two  years.” 

It  could  mean  paying  out  the 
full  $12  million,  but  “we’re  con¬ 
fident  it  won’t  go  over  $5  mil¬ 
lion,”  he  said. 

Wilfred  V.  Bane,  interim  net¬ 
work  chief  executive,  said,  “TCI 
put  the  new  funding  group  to¬ 
gether  and  invited  others  to 
come  aboard." 


Soviet  cash 
beckons  U.S. 
broadcasters 

Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — Religious 
broadcasters  suffering  from  falling 
ratings  and  dwindling  public  confi¬ 
dence  are  turning  their  eyes  toward 
a  new  market — the  Soviet  Union. 

Two  prominent  TV  evangelists, 
the  Rev.  Robert  Schuller  and  Pat 
Robertson,  announced  new  Soviet 
ventures  during  the  annual  meeting- 
of  National  Religious  Broadcasters. 

Others  are  clearly  interested  in 
penetrating  the  Soviet  bloc  in  the 
age  of  “glasnost”  and  “peres¬ 
troika.” 

Dr.  Schuller  told  a  Washington 
news  conference  that  he  delivered  a 
15-minute  sermon  Dec.  25  on  Sovi¬ 
et  TV  that  was  seen  by  200  million 
people. 

He  is  to  broadcast  his  Soviet  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  United  States  Feb.  25. 

Dr.  Schuller  said  he  would  soon 
be  delivering  more  broadcasts  and 
copies  of  his  book,  “The  Be  Happy 
Attitudes,”  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

He  said  his  friend,  industrialist 
Armand  Hammer,  negotiated  the 
opportunities  with  the  Soviet  gov¬ 
ernment. 

Mr.  Robertson  said  he  has  re¬ 
ceived  permission  to  open  a  Minis¬ 
try  Center  in  Moscow  to  distribute 
Bibles,  tracts  and  Christian  litera¬ 
ture  and  videotapes. 

Mr.  Robertson  said  his  program 
“Superbook,”  a  cartoon  series 
based  on  the  Old  Testament,  is  “the 
first  Western  religious  program  to 
air  regularly  in  the  Soviet  Union.” 

Recently,  Trans  World  Radio  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  had  become  the  first 
Western  radio  station  to  receive 
permission  from  Soviet  officials  to 
set  up  radio  facilities  in  the  Soviet 
Union. 

The  facilities  are  to  include  at 
least  three  studios,  a  mobile  record¬ 
ing  vehicle  and  several  portable  re¬ 
cording  units. 

Trans  World  is  to  work  with  the 
Evangelical  Alliance  of  the  Soviet 
Union  in  producing  shows  with  So¬ 
viet  input.  Trans  World  Radio  has 
been  broadcasting  42  hours  a  week 
into  the  Soviet  Union  from  its  base 
in  Monte  Carlo. 
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Clergywomen  named  superintendents 

WASHINGTON— United  Methodist  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  of  the 
Washington  Area  welcomes  the  Rev.  Mary  Brown  Oliver  (center) 
and  the  Rev.  Charlotte  Ann  Nichols.  They  are  the  first  black 
clergywomen  district  superintendents  for  the  denomination  in  the 
United  States.  They  will  begin  that  work  in  the  summer,  Ms.  Nichols 
in  the  Easton  (Md.)  District  and  Ms.  Oliver  in  the  Washington  Cen¬ 
tral  District. 


Bleak  pictures  painted 
of  Britain's  urban  areas 


Religious  News  Service 

LONDON — A  new  report  pre¬ 
pared  by  a  task  force  of  the  Church 
of  England  paints  a  bleak  picture  of 
economic  conditions  in  Britain’s  ur¬ 
ban  areas. 

Titled  “Living  Faith  in  the  Cit¬ 
ies,”  it  says,  “Unemployment  re¬ 
mains  unacceptably  high;  the  gap 
between  rich  and  poor  has  widened; 
and  (for  many)  the  picture  looks 
bleaker  than  it  did  in  1985.” 


The  report  is  a  sequel  to  “Faith  in 
the  City,”  a  1985  report  that  made 
61  recommendations  for  change, 
very  few  of  which  have  been  heeded. 

Although  many  urbanologists 
hailed  the  1985  document  as  con¬ 
structive,  value  free  and  without 
party  political  bias,  it  was  branded 
a  “Marxist  Manifesto”  by  Norman 
Tebbit,  who  was  then  chairman  of 
Prime  Minister  Margaret  Thatch¬ 
er’s  Conservative  Party. 


History  of  Hymns= 

'Traveler'  hymn  may 
be  Wesley's  greatest 


Come,  O  thou  Traveler  unknown, 
Whom  still  I  hold  but  cannot  see! 

My  company  before  is  gone, 
and  I  am  left  alone  with  thee. 

With  thee  all  night  I  mean  to  stay : 
and  wrestle  till  the  break  of  day. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Even  though  "Come,  O  Thou 
Traveler  Unknown”  wouldn’t  rank 
among  the  most  widely  used — or 
the  best-loved — hymns  of  Charles 
Wesley,  it  has  been  named  by  some 
as  his  greatest  hymn. 

Based  on  Genesis  32:22-30,  the 
hymn  deals  with  Jacob’s  encounter 
with  a  stranger  at  Penuel.  There  Ja¬ 
cob  wrestled  all  night  with  a  man  of 
great  strength  and  power,  whom  he 
later  realized  was  God  disguised  as 
a  mortal  man. 

Wesley's  paraphrase  of  this  inci¬ 
dent,  published  in  1742,  was  cast  in 
14  stanzas.  It  received  unques¬ 
tioned  praise  by  Isaac  Watts,  who 
stated  that  “Wrestling  Jacob”  was 
worth  all  the  verses  he  had  written. 

In  hymnals  today,  a  four-stanza 


version  of  the  hymn  is  usually 
found. 

Across  the  250  years  since  it  was 
written,  many  stanzas  have  been 
eliminated  by  hymnal  editors  and 
committees.  Singing  14  stanzas — or 
1 2  or  even  1 0 — is  just  not  done  by 
today’s  congregations. 

Two  weeks  after  Charles’  death  in 
1788,  his  brother.  John,  founder  of 
the  worldwide  Methodist  move¬ 
ment,  tried  to  lead  the  hymn  in  ser¬ 
vice  at  Bolton.  England.  But  he  was 
overcome  with  tears  when  he  began 
to  sing  the  lines  “my  company  be¬ 
fore  is  gone,  and  I  am  left  alone 
with  thee.” 

The  tune  “Candler"  is  an  adapta¬ 
tion  of  an  old  Scottish  tune  associ¬ 
ated  with  a  text  of  Robert  Bums, 
“Ye  Banks  and  Braes  o’  Bonnie 
Doon.” 

The  tune  was  named  for  Bishop 
Warren  A.  Candler  of  Atlanta.  He 
was  influential  in  choosing  the  tune 
for  Wesley’s  text  in  the  1935  Meth¬ 
odist  hymnal. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"God  Will  Take  Care  of  You " 


Dear  Deborah 

Does  God  not  want  me 
to  go  to  some  movies? 


Dear  Deborah: 

Recently  a  friend  said  to  me  that 
every  time  she  makes  plans  to  go  to 
a  movie,  something  comes  up  so 
that  she  isn’t  able  to  go.  She  said  it 
has  happened  at  least  four  times  in 
the  last  month. 

Then  she  said,  “Maybe  God 
doesn’t  want  me  to  go  to  the  mov¬ 
ies!”  That  has  set  me  to  wondering 
if  God  sends  us  messages  like  that. 
What  do  you  think? 

Sandy 

Dear  Sandy: 

l  think  that  God  can  use  any  way 
that  will  get  through  to  us.  For  me,  I 
would  be  most  chagrined  if  God  had 
to  use  such  a  way  to  get  through  to 
me.  It  seems  like  anyone  who  really 
wanted  to  hear  God's  message  would 
make  it  easier  for  God  by  finding 
time  for  prayer,  worship,  Bible  study 
and  fellowship  with  other  Christians. 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  best  friend  is  too  fat.  We  arq 
both  13,  and  she  just  eats  and  eats,  t 
try  to  get  her  to  stop,  but  she  just 
laughs.  What  can  I  do? 

Jenny 

Dear  Jenny: 

You  are  a  good  friend  to  hang  it t 
there  when  your  friend  is  not  able  to 
help  herself.  But  she  needs  more  helft 
than  you  can  give. 

Have  you  said  anything  to  her 
mother?  Or  the  school  counselor?  Of 
your  pastor?  These  adults  can  get 
her  the  help  she  needs. 

Or  maybe  you  would  feel  more 
comfortable  to  confide  in  your  moth * 
er  and  father  and  let  them  approach 
one  of  these  other  adults. 

In  the  meantime,  pray  for  her  and 
your  friendship,  and  keep  on  being 
her  friend.  It  sounds  like  she  really 
needs  you.  God  bless  you  both. 
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1989  Awards 


Years  of  Service 

Emma  Ensley  5  years 

Kathy  Modest  10  years 

Marilyn  Strickland  20  years 

New  Employee  of  the  Year 
Ann  Cupid 

Honorable  Mention  New  Employee  of  the  Year 

Denise  Barlow 
Fay  Rambin 

Employee  of  the  Year  —  Honorable  Mention 

Linda  James 
Gary  Rambin 
Rick  &  Patti  McCarty 
Glenda  Pritchett 
President's  Award 
Tom  Holman 
Employee  of  the  Y  ear 
Sydney  Rhodes 


Terrel  DeVille  is  pictured  with  the  recipients  of  the  Honorable  Men¬ 
tion  New  Employee  of  the  Year  Award.  They  are  DeNeise  Barlow, 
Fay  Rambin,  and  Ann  Cupid,  New  Employee  of  the  Year. 


Employees  Honored 

The  Children’s  Home  honored  some  of  its  staff  members  at  the  annual 
Christmas  dinner.  The  following  are  award  winners: 


L.  D.  McGehee,  MCH  Board  President;  Sydney  Rhodes,  Employee  of 
the  Year;  and  Terrel  DeVille,  Executive  Director 


Terrel  DeVille, 
Executive  Director 


Marilyn  Strickland,  20  years  of 
service,  and  Terrel  DeVille 


Holman,  recipient  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent's  Award 


Gary  Rambin,  Linda  lames,  Terrel  DeVille,  Glenda  Pritchett,  Patti 
and  Rick  McCarty,  Honorable  Mention  Employees  of  the  Year 


Some  of  the  ' kids'  at  MCH 


Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home 


Board  Members 


Name 

Abraham,  Irvin 
Baker,  Bill 

Brumfield,  Welton  H.  Jr. 
Callahan,  Seola 
Campbell,  Rev.  Alonzo  J. 
Chrisentery,  Inez  W. 
Duerson,  Rev.  George  A. 
Ewing,  Randy 
Harrington,  Rev.  H.  A. 
Hinton,  Roberta  Green 
Holladay,  R.  E.  Ill 
James,  F.  Ben  Jr. 


Occupation 

Educator 
Professional 
Business 
Sec.  LUMW 
Pastor  UMC 
Business 
Pastor  UMC 
Business 
Pastor  UMC 
Business 
C.P.A. 
Business 


James,  Floyd  B. 

Laskey.  Mrs.  Glenn 
Lewis,  W,  A.  J. 

McGehee,  L.  D. 

Miller,  R'ev.  Larry 
Napper,  L.  D. 

Oden,  Bishop  William  B. 
Poole,  Rev.  James  M. 
Porter,  John  T. 

Simmons,  Rev.  Charles 
Vining,  Rev.  Kirby 
Winegeart,  Norma  S. 


Business 
Business 
Business 
Business 
Pastor  UMC 
Attorney 
Bishop  La.  Conf. 
Ruston  D.S. 
Business 
Pastor  UMC 
Pastor  UmC 
Pres.  LUMW 


Christmas  at  the  Methodist  Children's  Home 


Carolling  at  a  local  nursing  home 
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to  the 

Louisiana  United  Methodist? 


I  Have  Met  the 
Movers  and  Shakers 
And  We  Are  They 


Please  excuse  my  paraphrase  of  the  Philosopher  Pogo’s  famous  dic¬ 
tum,  “I  have  met  the  enemy  and  we  are  they.”  But  it  seemed  to  fit  my 
mood  this  Monday  morning. 

Marilyn  and  I  have  been  in  forty-four  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Churches  since  January  1,  1990.  We  have  visited  230  the  last  year  and 
a  half. 

I  have  seen  what  strong  and  visionary  pastoral  leadership  can  do  to 
turn  around  a  congregation  that  is  floundering.  I  have  witnessed  what 
strong  and  visionary  lay  leadership  can  do  to  help  a  congregation  re¬ 
gain  purpose  and  unity.  1  have  met  a  large  number  of  committed  mem¬ 
bers  who  love  the  United  Methodist  Church  and  are  faithfully 
answering  the  call  to  discipleship. 

United  Methodism  in  Louisiana  is  alive  and  well.  We  participated  in 
a  consecration  service  February  11,  at  Camphor  Memorial  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  The  sanctuary  was  packed.  The  new  fellowship  hall,  ren¬ 
ovated  offices  and  classrooms  sparkled.  A  young  man  in  the  receiving 
line  proudly  announced  “The  United  Methodist  Men  bought  the  office 
furniture.”  A  minister’s  widow  whispered  “I  bought  the  lamp  in  the 
Pastor’s  Study.”  Baptist,  Presbyterian,  and  Catholic  clergy  in  the  area 
shared  in  the  consecration  service. 

As  I  spoke  the  words  announcing  the  facilities  as  sacred  space,  I  re¬ 
alized  that  my  words  did  not  consecrate  the  building.  It  was  the  pasto¬ 
ral  and  lay  commitment,  worship,  and  work  that  hallowed  Camphor 
Church. 

Who  are  the  movers  and  shakers  of  our  Conference? 

Those  who  worship  each  week 
Those  who  give  sacrificially 

Those  who  know  that  the  mission  of  the  church  begins  locally 
and  expands  globally 

Those  who  pray  that  God  will  use  their  church  for  divine  pur¬ 
poses 

Those  who  seek  to  be  reconcilers  in  inevitable  congregational 
conflicts 

Those  who  are  nourished  and  nourish  others  through  Sunday 
School  classes,  Bible  study,  and  diverse  types  of  care  groups. 

The  last  few  weeks,  in  Shepherds’  Visits  to  several  districts,  we  have 
met  the  movers  and  shakers,  and  we  are  they! 


Pastors  for  Peace  Caravan 
Coming  to  Baton  Rouge 


Church  Women  United 
to  Hold  Annual  Assembly 


Pastors  for  Peace,  a  national  ecu¬ 
menical  effort,  has  driven  at  least 
four  caravans  in  the  past  three  years 
to  Central  America  with  emergency 
supplies. 

A  caravan,  departing  March  1 
from  60  U.S.  cities  and  converging 
in  Texas  on  March  10,  will  carry 
50,000  pounds  of  food  and  medical 
supplies  to  a  coalition  of  churches 
in  El  Salvador.  One  truck  will  stop 
in  Baton  Rouge  on  March  8. 

A  meeting  is  scheduled  with  the 
personnel  representing  the  truck  at 
7  p.m.  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  of 
University  United  Methodist 
Church,  located  at  3350  Dalrymple 
Drive.  This  meeting  is  co-sponsored 
by  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  the  Peace 
Education  Committee  of  University 
Church,  and  Bienville  House  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Peace  and  Justice.  One  cara¬ 


van  guest  will  be  a  Salvadoran 
spokesman  who  will  share  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  civil  war  and  the 
human  rights  situation  in  El  Salva¬ 
dor. 

Since  November,  the  Salvadoran 
military  has  instituted  severe  re¬ 
pression  targeting  churches,  hu¬ 
manitarian  aid  agencies,  unions  and 
community  organizations.  Leaders 
of  some  churches  are  in  exile  and 
.others  are  imprisoned. 

Dr.  William  Sloan  Coffin  de¬ 
scribes  the  bloodshed  on  the  streets 
of  El  Salvador  as  “rarely  rivaled  in 
savagery.”  The  two  prior  deliveries 
of  emergency  food  and  medical  sup¬ 
plies  by  pastors  for  Peace  not  only 
made  possible  delivery  through  the 
churches  to  civilians,  but  also  are 
viewed  as  increasing  the  safety  of 
church  workers  in  that  country. 


Church  Women  United  has 
scheduled  its  1990  Annual  Assem¬ 
bly  March  15-17  at  Jefferson  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

This  year’s  theme  is  “CWU: 
Rooted  in  Faith.”  Keynote  speaker 
is  Helen  Jones,  former  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  National  CWU,  Tulsa,  Okla¬ 
homa. 

A  tentative  agenda  will  include  a 
tour  of  the  St.  Gabriel  Prison  for 
Women:  worship,  business,  and 


workshops  on  women  and  children 
and  poverty. 

Hotel  accommodations  can  be 
made  through  Holiday  Inn  South 
on  Airline  Highway. 

Registration  cost  for  the  event  is 
$25.00  if  received  before  March  1. 
For  further  information  regarding 
the  assembly  contact  Mrs.  Kay 
Klingler,  1141  Woodstone  Drive, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70806;  or  Mrs. 
Joyce  Reed,  10203  Ridgely  Drive, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809. 


In  Memoriam 


Velma  W.  Mims,  wife  of  retired  minister  Cecil  Cade  Mims,  died 
February  6,  1990.  Mrs.  Mims  was  70  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Funer¬ 
al  services  were  held  at  Rayville  UMC.  Graveside  services  will  take 
place  at  Beulah  UMC  in  Marthaville. 


Church  Sound  System  Workshop  Scheduled 


Louisiana  State  University  in 
Shreveport  will  offer  the  basics  of 
sound  system  design  and  operation 
through  the  Division  of  Continuing 
Education  and  Public  Service.  The 
class  will  cover  such  topics  as  the 
different  types  and  applications  of 
microphones,  mixers,  amplifiers, 
equalizers,  speakers  and  also  cas¬ 
sette  ministry  and  duplication.  The 
material  will  be  covered  by  lecture 
and  equipment  demonstration. 

DATE:  March  10,  1990 
TIME:  9:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 
LOCATION:  LSUS 
—  Science  Lecture  Auditorium 
FEE:  $65.00 

Instructors:  Claiborne  W.  Sharp 


Jr.,  layman  from  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  and  LSUS  Computer 
Science  Instructor,  along  with  W. 
Hugh  Bailey,  BS,  Registered  Profes¬ 
sional  Electrical  Engineer  will  lead 
the  event.  Both  instructors  have 
over  1 3  years  experience  in  design¬ 
ing,  installing  and  operating  sound 
systems  of  all  sizes.  They  have  spe¬ 
cialized  in  Public-Address  and 
Broadcast  systems  for  churches. 
They  are  members  of  the  Audio  En¬ 
gineering  Society  and  the  National 
Sound  and  Communications  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Registration  Information:  Pre¬ 
registration  is  necessary;  class  is 
limited.  LSUS  reserves  the  right  to 
cancel  if  there  is  insufficient  enroll¬ 
ment.  In  this  case,  full  refunds  will 


be  made.  A  90%  refund  will  be  giv¬ 
en  if  one  withdraws  before  class  be¬ 
gins.  No  refunds  after  the  class 
begins.  Confirmation  will  be  mailed 
upon  receipt  of  registration  and  fee. 
Please  fill  out  the  registration  form 


below  and  mail  with  your  check 
(payable  to  LSUS)  to:  Conferences 
and  Institutes,  LSUS,  One  Univer¬ 
sity  Place,  Shreveport,  LA  71115. 
For  further  information,  call  (318) 
797-5262. 


Registration  Form  —  PD2 1/CHURCH  SOUND  SYSTEM  BASICS 
Name _ _ _ 


Address 


Street  City  State  Zip 

Home  Phone _  Work  Phone  _ 


Resources  Available;  Including  Videos  for  Easter 


Clergy  Golf  Tournament  Slated 

March  30  is  the  date  set  for  the  Sixth  Annual  Clergy  Golf  Tournament 
which  will  take  place  at  the  Alexandria  Country  Club.  The  course  is  locat¬ 
ed  on  Highway  165,  approximately  eight  miles  south  of  Alexandria. 

The  fee  is  $38  per  person  which  includes  green  fee,  cart,  trophies,  and 
evening  meal.  Tee-off  times  will  begin  at  12:30  p.m.  Spouses  are  invited  to 
the  meal,  and  their  cost  for  the  meal  is  $12.  Please  make  checks  payable  to 
the  Westlake  United  Methodist  Church.  Mail  your  entry  fee  and  form  to 
Rev.  Larry  O’Dell,  P.O.  Box  536,  Westlake,  LA  70669.  Deadline  for  regis¬ 
tration  entry  is  March  23. 

I  ( 

I  Name 

I 


I 


Address 


My  handicap  or  last  three  (3)  scores  . 


Spouse  will  be  dining? 


The  Conference  Resource  Library 
has  recently  purchased  several  new 
videos.  To  schedule  any  of  these  or 
other  resources  in  the  library,  con¬ 
tact  Carolyn  Powell  at  (504)  346- 
1646,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802.  There  is  no  rent¬ 
al  fee  for  churches  who  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  library.  You  pay  only 
postage. 

Be  Kind  to  One  Another  (VHS): 
Quigley’s  Village  is  the  place  where 
children  learn  biblical  values 
through  the  adventures  of  lovable 
puppet  characters  and  warm-heart¬ 
ed  human  friends.  When  Danny 
(puppet)  gets  into  trouble,  he  (and 
the  viewers)  learn  what  it  means  to 
be  kind.  (Children  —  30  minutes) 

Coping  as  Christians  (VHS):  Ev¬ 
eryday  we  are  confronted  with  situ¬ 
ations,  problems,  and  relationships 
that  threaten  to  undo  us,  to  put  us 
down,  and  to  defeat  us.  This  video 
and  workbook  is  designed  to  help  us 
cope  as  Christians.  Consist  of  2  vid¬ 
eotapes  (Adults  —  60  minutes  each) 

1  Corinthians  (VHS):  This  video 


Bible  study  is  taught  by  Dr.  James 
Moore,  Senior  Minister  of  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston,  Texas.  He  talks  about 
Paul’s  First  Letter  to  the  Corinthi¬ 
ans.  Consist  of  three  videotapes. 
(Adults  —  60  minutes  each) 
Creative  Teaching  Series  — 
Teachers  of  Pre-Schoolers  (VHS): 
This  videotape  and  workbook  ex¬ 
amines  the  needs  of  pre-school 
classes;  provide  teachers  with  useful 
information  on  a  variety  of  teaching 
styles  and  activities;  help  teachers 
get  ready  to  teach  by  developing  ef¬ 
fective  planning  habits  and  skills; 
and  help  teachers  better  understand 
the  concept  of  invitational  teaching 
as  it  applies  to  pre-schoolers. 
(Adults  —  60  minutes) 

Exodus  (VHS):  The  Book  of  Exo¬ 
dus,  one  of  the  most  exciting  of  all 
Scripture,  is  a  book  for  everyone.  It 
is  the  picture  of  our  spiritual  jour¬ 
ney  out  of  the  world  of  bondage  to 
sin  and  into  the  freedom  of  forgive¬ 
ness  and  the  full  inheritance  we 
have  in  Jesus  Christ.  It  consists  of 


three  video  tapes  (Adult  1  &  2  —  80 
minutes;  3,  60  minutes) 

Easter  Today  Easter  Forever 
(VHS):  This  video  is  a  sensitive  sto¬ 
ry  that  helps  children  understand 
God’s  gift  of  eternal  life.  Your  chil¬ 
dren  will  laugh  with  Isaiah,  feel 
compassion  for  Nanny  Feather,  and 
sense  the  love  of  Mrs.  MacTuggle, 
their  mother.  (Children  —  33  min¬ 
utes) 

Easter  Is  (VHS):  Join  Benji  and 
Waldo  as  they  discover  the  real 
meaning  of  Easter!  Just  before  Eas¬ 
ter,  Benji’s  dog  Waldo  is  kid¬ 
napped.  Benji  discovers  how  much 
he’s  willing  to  give  up  just  to  get 
Waldo  back.  “Jesus  gave  everything 
he  had  to  get  us  back,  even  His 
life,"  explains  Benji’s  dad.  Then 
Benji  understands  the  true  meaning 
of  Easter.  (Pre-school  —  Older  ele¬ 
mentary  —  25  minutes) 

The  Magic  Boy’s  Easter  (VHS): 
The  Magic  Boy’s  Easter  tells  the 
dramatic  story  of  a  disabled  boy 
who  is  moved  to  faith  in  Jesus  by  a 


dream  experience  in  which  he  be¬ 
comes  a  magician’s  helper  in  an¬ 
cient  Jerusalem,  where  he  meets 
Jesus  on  the  road  to  Golgotha.  This 
is  a  stirring  story  of  fear,  faith  and 
renewal!  (Older  elementary  — 
Adult  —  24  minutes) 

3  Days  (VHS):  3  DAYS  is  a  pow¬ 
erful,  realistic  portrayal  of  events 
from  the  first  Good  Friday  through 
the  first  Easter  morning.  Following 
Jesus’  crucifixion,  a  group  of  His 
followers  carry  His  body  toward  a 
tomb  near  Jerusalem.  Later  that 
night,  they  gather  at  a  friend's  home 
to  celebrate  Passover  in  spite  of 
what  has  happened.  The  next  day 
the  house  is  filled  with  accusations, 
remembrances  and  questions.  But 
joy  replaces  gloom  and  the  first 
flickering  of  understanding  comes 
early  Sunday  morning  when  there  is 
a  pounding  at  the  door  and  a 
breathless  Mary  Magdalene  rushes 
in.’Tve  seen  Him,”  she  says.  “He  is 
alive!  Jesus  is  not  dead!  He  is 
alive!"  (Youth  —  Adult  —  29  min¬ 
utes) 


Around  the  Conference 

i 


READY  AND  WAITING  —  Pictured  are  the  enthusiastic  staff  lead¬ 
ers  and  spiritual  directors  who  are  currently  serving  the  United 
Methodist  Cursillo  #18  which  is  being  held  February  22-25  at  Tall 
Timbers  in  Alexandria.  Other  future  Cursillo  Retreats  are  scheduled 
for  May  17-20,  August  23-26,  November  29-December  2.  The 
weekends  focus  upon  spiritual  renewal,  study,  fellowship,  and  fun. 
For  more  information  contact  Dick  Hooton,  616  Coolidge  Street, 
Lafayette,  LA  70503  or  Rev.  Chris  Andrews  at  First  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  930  North  Blvd.,  70802. 
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ATTEND  RECENT  WORKSHOP  —  Shown  during  the  Alexandria 
District  Workshop  on  "Evangelism  and  Church  Growth  with  a  So¬ 
cial  Conscience"  which  was  held  at  First  UMC,  Pineville  recently,  I. 
to  r.  are:  Rev.  Dick  Hoffpauir,  Alexandria  District  Superintendent, 
Dr.  Harold  Bales,  Workshop  Leader  and  pastor  of  Central  UMC, 
Ashville,  North  Carolina,  and  Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  pastor  of  First 
Church. 


LARGE  ATTENDANCE  —  Shown  pictured  are  those  who  attended  a 
My  Job  Training  Workshop  which  was  recently  held  at  Broadmoor 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  Despite  the  typical  Louisiana  weather  for  this 
time  of  the  year,  a  large  group  turned  out  to  benefit  from  the  event. 
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Editorial 


Two  men  of  integrity  offer  inspiring  models 

“ Greater  love  has  no  one  than 
this,  that  one  lay  down  his  life  for 
his  friends.  ” 

—John  15:13  (N1V). 


These  words  from  our  Lord 
have  rarely  been  more  clearly 
embodied  than  in  the  actions  of 
two  men  recently  in  the  head¬ 
lines. 

On  the  surface,  the  Rev.  Laszlo 
Tokes  of  Romania  and  Nelson 
Mandela  of  South  Africa  appear 
to  have  little  in  common  (see  re¬ 
lated  articles  elsewhere  in  this  is¬ 
sue). 

The  former  is  young,  white 
and  a  European  Protestant  pas¬ 
tor;  the  latter  is  elderly,  black 
and  a  South  African  Methodist 
layman. 

Beneath  their  superficial  differ¬ 
ences,  however,  they  are  alike  in 
one  vital  respect.  Each  has  “laid 
down  his  life”  by  identifying  with 
suffering  people  and  working  at 
great  personal  risk  to  replace  that 
suffering  with  justice. 

Mr.  Tokes’  resistance  to  Ro¬ 
mania’s  Communist  government 
sparked  a  revolution.  He  contin¬ 
ues  in  an  official  role  to  add  a 
spiritual  and  moral  presence  to 
his  country’s  move  toward  de¬ 
mocracy. 

Mr.  Mandela’s  conciliatory 
statements  since  his  release  from 
27  years  in  prison  fuel  hope  that 
South  Africa’s  system  of  racial 
oppression  may  soon  crumble. 
Especially  encouraging  is  his  call 
for  discipline  among  black  South 
Africans  as  a  means  of  preparing 
them  for  full  citizenship  in  a  new 
society. 

As  Christians,  we  should  look 
upon  Mr.  Tokes’  and  Mr.  Man¬ 
dela’s  examples  of  courage  and 
integrity  as  rays  of  hope  that  illu¬ 
minate  our  own  spiritual  lives  in 


two  ways: 

■  Each  demonstrates  that  every 
child  of  God  has  potential  to 
make  a  positive  difference  in  the 
world  via  our  individual  acts  of 
moral  leadership. 

Such  acts  may  include  being 
advocates  for  the  just  treatment 
of  people  in  our  own  communi¬ 
ties — homeless  people,  abused 
children,  battered  spouses,  etc. 

They  also  may  include  urging 
public  leaders  to  grapple  with  the 
moral  and  spiritual  dimensions 


of  vital  social  issues  such  as  the 
wide-scale  pollution  of  our  envi¬ 
ronment.  Or  they  may  involve  us 
in  advocating  freedom  from  op¬ 
pression  in  faraway  places  like 
Romania  and  South  Africa. 

■  Both  Mr.  Tokes  and  Mr. 
Mandela  remind  us  that  it  is  pos¬ 
sible,  even  under  adverse  circum¬ 
stances,  to  live  out  Jesus'  law  of 
love  in  our  corner  of  the  world. 

Doing  so  includes  acts  as 
“small”  as  visiting  a  sick  friend 
or  as  “large”  as  standing  up 


against  political  oppression. 

It  also  includes  efforts  to  be 
reconcilers  in  the  midst  of  bitter 
divisions,  whether  within  congre¬ 
gations  and  communities,  among 
friends  and  family,  or  the  family 
of  nations. 

Using  the  fresh  examples  of 
Laszlo  Tokes  and  Nelson  Man¬ 
dela,  you  and  others  in  your  con¬ 
gregation  should  ask: 

Where  and  how  are  we  being 
called  to  lay  down  our  lives  for 
others? 


The  Rev.  Laszlo  Tokes  of  Romania  (left,  with  his  wife,  Edit)  has  given  spiritual  and  moral  leader- 
ship  to  Romania's  move  toward  democracy.  Similarly,  Nelson  Mandela  of  South  Africa  (right,  with 
his  wife,  Winnie)  has  inspired  black  South  Africans  in  their  struggle  to  end  apartheid.  Their  ac¬ 
tions  show  the  positive  impact  that  can  be  made  by  individuals  possessing  courage  and  integrity. 


My  Witness 

I've  grown  strong  in  faith 
since  diagnosis  of  AIDS 


By  TERRY  L.  BOYD 

My  faith  and  my  prayer  life  have 
always  been  pretty  generic.  They  in¬ 
cluded  the  basics,  but  there  weren’t 
any  fireworks  or  great  flashes  of  re¬ 
ligious  fervor. 

I  believed  in  God  and  the  sacra¬ 
ments  and  understood  the  major 
lessons  of  the  Gospels.  Prayer  was 
mostly  for  Sunday  whenever  I 
found  myself  in  serious  trouble. 

But  mostly  I  was  a  very  practical 
person  and  I  have  always  done  bet¬ 
ter  with  a  cookbook  than  a  prayer 
book.  You  mix  these  ingredients 
"this  way”  and  you  get  “this.” 
Prayer  books  were  just  a  bit  too  in¬ 
definite. 

And  then  came  the  diagnosis  of 
AIDS. 

I  knew  there  were  going  to  be 
some  changes  in  the  way  I  experi¬ 
enced  my  faith:  “There  are  no  athe¬ 
ists  in  foxholes.” 

But  I  was  not  prepared  for  the  ac¬ 
tuality.  The  outpouring  of  grace 
that  I  have  experienced  has  changed 
everything,  from  the  smallest  item 
to  the  really  big  things  like  my  per¬ 
ception  of  who  and  what  God  is. 
There  is  now  little  resemblance  be¬ 
tween  what  I  thought  my  faith  was 
and  what  it  has  become. 

Shortly  after  the  diagnosis,  I  re¬ 
member  going  to  the  chapel  at  the 
hospital.  When  I  kneeled  before  the 
altar  I  could  not  find  any  words.  So 
all  I  did  was  cry. 

It  was  a  valuable  lesson  because 
I’ve  found  that  meaningful  prayer, 
for  me,  consists  mainly  in  silence. 
In  order  to  hear  God,  I  had  to  shut 
up  first.  I  know  this  may  sound  a  bit 
odd,  but  when  I  approach  the  Lord 
in  silence,  I  have  a  sense  of  warmth 
and  comfort.  I  guess  it  could  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  presence. 

Before  these  changes  in  my  spiri¬ 
tual  life,  my  personality  was  basi- 
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which  Reporter 
readers  may  share  f 

meaningful  experi-  5  ■ 

ences  of  the  Chris -  W’  ffl 

tian  life.  Terry  L.  V  IJ 

Boyd  is  a  member  of  *  “  » 
Lafayette  Park  Unit- 
ed  Methodist  Church 
in  St.  Louis ,  Missouri  (Missouri  Past  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed \  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-027S. 

cally  cold  and  aloof.  I  firmly  believe 
that  the  grace  that  I  have  received 
has  turned  my  soul  outward. 

I  now  find  myself  talking  with 
strangers  in  line  at  the  grocery  or  at 
the  post  office.  And  now  I  find  my¬ 
self  much  more  interested  in  others 
and  their  lives  than  I  am  in  my  own 
problems. 

My  pastor,  after  a  recent  visit,  left 
saying  that  she  felt  as  if  she  had 
been  ministered  to  instead  of  the 
other  way  around.  I  feel  very  good 
about  that. 

This  turning  outward  seems  to 
have  the  effect  of  attracting  others  to 
me.  I  am  surrounded  by  those  who 
really  care.  And  if  I  ever  have  the  de¬ 
sire  to  see  Christ  in  the  flesh,  I  have 
to  look  no  further  than  the  hands 
that  are  extended  to  me  daily. 

I  know  that  I  have  done  absolute¬ 
ly  nothing  to  deserve  this  blessing, 
which  makes  it  all  the  more  won¬ 
drous.  Any  formal  prayers  that  I 
may  say  nowadays  are  likely  to  be 
prayers  of  praise  and  thanksgiving. 

So  in  terms  of  cookbook  religion, 
take  one  part  of  prayerful  silence, 
two  parts  of  trust,  a  sprinkle  of  tears 
and  mix  gently.  You  don’t  really 
have  to  do  anything  else  because  the 
Lord  will  take  care  of  the  rising,  the 
kneading,  and  the  baking. 


How  should  we  interpret  our  peacemaker  calling? 


I  am  grieved  by  the  theology  of  a 
letter  in  the  Feb.  2  issue.  It  represents 
a  fundamental  misunderstanding  of 
our  call  to  minister  in  a  violent  world. 

Marion  Muthiah’s  tetter  bases  our 
call  on  the  basis  of  the  sixth  com¬ 
mandment  and  Jesus’  statement, 
“Blessed  are  the  peacemakers.” 

Using  these  two  passages,  she  de¬ 
nounces  the  acts  of  violence  that  the 
United  States  has  taken  or  support¬ 
ed.  Here  ends  the  theology  of  peace 
as  set  forth  in  that  letter. 

Whether  or  not  we  support  the 
actions  taken  by  our  government, 
we  must  face  the  fact  that  we  can¬ 
not  expect  our  government  to  base 
each  of  its  actions  on  our  under¬ 
standing  of  biblical  mandates. 

The  state  is  certainly  not  the 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Go  and  learn  what  this  means,  ‘I 
desire  mercy,  and  not  sacrifice.’  For 
I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but 
sinners.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Matthew  7:5) 

Readings  for  week  of  Feb.  26 
Monday:  Psalms  2:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  2:7-1 1 
Wednesday:  Exodus  24: 1-1 1 
Thursday:  Exodus  24: 12-18 
Friday:  Matthew  17:1-9 
Saturday:  Matthew  1 7: 1 4-2 1 
Sunday:  2  Peter  1 : 1 6-2 1 


church,  no  matter  how  we  interpret 
the  relationship  between  them.  We 
can,  then  denounce  our  govern¬ 
ment’s  action  but  not  because  we 
depend  on  it  to  do  the  church’s  job 
of  ministering  peace. 

I  heartily  agree  that  the  Bible 
calls  us  to  proclaim  and  work  for 
peace  and  reconciliation.  But  it  also 
calls  us  to  do  so  in  Christ’s  name, 
not  just  for  the  sake  of  bringing  an 
end  to  war. 

The  peace  to  which  Christ  calls  us 
is  peace  with  our  maker,  which  no 
government  can  offer  or  provide. 

Steven  C.  Heyduck 
Lufkin,  Texas 

Politics  creeping  in? 

When  Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  head 
of  the  church’s  war  on  drugs,  states 
in  the  Feb.  2  issue  that  President 
Bush  has  not  declared  war  on  drugs, 
“as  he  declared  war  on  Panama,” 
but  merely  a  “war  of  words  with 
very  little  action”  and  “it’s  business 


. .  Some  Christians  are  so  anx¬ 
ious  to  rush  to  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount’s  moral  and  ethical  instruc¬ 
tions  that  they  overlook  the  initial 
word  that  God's  blessing  is  the  con¬ 
text  for  all  «ur  behavior  and  rela¬ 
tionships.” 

— Fred  B.  Craddock,  professor  of 
preaching,  Candler  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy 

*  *  * 

. .  People  are  the  greatest  fringe 
benefit  as  we  go  our  individual 
ways  through  life.  While  the  sun 
shines,  the  familiar  others  on  pil¬ 
grimage  by  our  sides  are  our  daily 
bread.  At  night  they  are  guiding 
stars  in  our  dark  sky.  ...  ‘It  is  not 


as  usual,”  I’m  afraid  he  is  allowing 
politics  to  creep  into  his  thinking. 

In  the  first  place,  the  president  did 
not  declare  war  on  Panama  and  the 
Coast  Guard  recently  shot  up  a  ship 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  because  it 
would  not  stop  for  drug  inspection. 

I  believe  the  bishop  should  do  a 
little  more  learning  about  the  extent 
of  the  drug  problem  and  his  assign¬ 
ment  before  he  goes  spouting  off 
politically. 

Harold  J.  Schmidt 
St.  Petersburg,  Florida 

Marxism  comments  hit 

We  wonder  why  our  membership 
is  declining.  And  then  we  read  what 
one  of  our  bishops  is  saying  in  an 
article  headlined,  “Is  Marxism 
dead?  German  bishop  hopes  not” 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  2). 

Christ  teaches  us  to  love  our  ene¬ 
mies.  He  does  not  teach  us  to  sup¬ 
port  them  in  their  ungodly  ways. 

Marxism  has  spawned  a  regime 


good  . . .  that  man  snould  be  alone,’ 
and  so  in  the  providing  of  God  we 
are  not.” 

— The  Rev.  Gale  D.  Webbe,  Episco¬ 
pal  minister 

*  *  * 

“United  Methodists  are  not  just 
church  people,  they  are  churched 
people.  Their  commitment  to  their 
church  is  a  thing  of  beauty.  But  try 
to  get  the  same  people  to  talk  with 
the  same  passion  about  their  faith, 
about  their  relationship  with  God 
. . .  and  be  prepared  for  an  embar¬ 
rassed  silence." 

— The  Rev.  Bob  Morley,  pastor, 
Newport  Center  United  Methodist 
Church,  Corona  del  Mar,  Calif. 
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in  Russia  that  has  starved  millions 
of  its  own  people.  Marxism  has 
caused  not  only  the  Berlin  Wall  but 
many  walls  to  be  built  enslaving 
millions  more  people. 

Marxism  has  been  the  root  cause 
behind  the  arms  buildup  which  has 
caused  trillions  of  dollars  to  be  spent 
on  arms — money  that  could  have 
been  better  spent  on  causes  which 
could  help  to  end  social  injustice 
and  suffering  all  over  the  world. 

Our  bishop  says,  in  effect,  “God 
forbid  that  we  should  see  it  dead.” 

People  hunger  to  hear  the  Good 
News  of  the  Risen  Living  Christ 
and  our  bishops  give  us  garbage. 
Francis  Charest 
East  Hartford,  Connecticut 

I  enjoyed  article 

I  enjoyed  Stephen  L.  Swecker’s 
“Faithfully  yours”  article  of  Jan.  26 
headlined,  “However  translated 
‘God-talk’  is  a  gift.” 

As  a  naturalized  American  citi¬ 
zen,  the  greeting  “Gruess  Gott,” 
brought  back  many  happy  and 
pleasant  memories  in  my  visits  to 


southern  West  Germany. 

It  reminds  me  of  the  saints  of 
God  of  the  pentecostal-apostolic 
faith,  here  in  east  Tennessee  and 
southwest  Virginia.  Whenever  they 
meet  you  can  hear  “Praise  the 
Lord,”  "Blessed  be  He,  The  Holy 
One."  Where  southern  Germany  is 
predominately  Roman-Catholic 
and  east  Tennessee  Protestant,  both 
love  righteousness.  Both  “Gruess 
Gott”  and  “Praise  the  Lord”  greet¬ 
ings  are  appropriate  and  acceptable 
to  God  and  man. 

Continue  your  fine  reporting. 

William  H.  Eachen 
Gate  City,  Virginia 

I  resent  word  choice 

In  the  Faith  Watch  column  of 
Jan.  26  an  item  appeared  head¬ 
lined,  “Ban  Assault  Weapons” 
quoting  Michael  K.  Beard  who  used 
the  United  Methodist  Building  in 
Washington  as  a  forum  to  urge  a 
federal  ban  on  “privately  used  as¬ 
sault  weapons.” 

Since  the  Stockton,  Calif.,  school 
yard  shootings  were  quite  a  public 


event  perpetrated  by  a  madman, 
Mr.  Beard’s  odd  choice  of  words  is 
a  clue  to  the  total  hopes  of  such 
groups  as  his  Coalition  to  Stop  Gun 
Violence:  Get  ’em  all. 

Since  the  managers  of  the  United 
Methodist  Building  see  fit  to  rent 
space  to  such  non-religious  or  secu¬ 
lar  organizations,  we  should  not  be 
subjected  to  their  convenient  pipe¬ 
line  to  our  denominational  newspa¬ 
per.  The  so-called  “gun  control” 
cranks  have  one  basic  policy:  limit 
the  freedom  of  the  law-abiding  gun 
owners  to  disarm  the  criminal. 

Since  I  “privately  use”  self-load¬ 
ing  firearms  in  my  pursuits  of  hunt¬ 
ing  and  marksmanship,  1  resent 
being  lumped  into  the  deeds  of  the 
occasional  maniac  who  would  never 
obey  Mr.  Beard’s  ban. 

Since  Mr.  Beard  might  think  the 
Reporter’s  ink  is  something  of  an 
endorsement,  let  me  remind  him 
that  I  and  a  lot  of  other  United 
Methodists  consider  that  article  a 
tasteless  intrusion  into  our  church 
newspaper. 

Chuck  Pottsmith 
Virginia,  Minnesota 


Faithfully  yours 


Lord's  Supper  is  one  of  life's  joys 


The  two  young  people  sitting  be¬ 
side  me  in  church  were,  like  me, 
new  to  the  city 
and  looking  for  a 
church  home. 

As  we  talked, 
we  shared  our  dis¬ 
may  that  this  con¬ 
gregation,  al¬ 
though  warm  and 
welcoming,  cele¬ 
brated  commu-  Diane  Balay 
nion  less  frequently  than  we  were 
accustomed  to. 

Our  former  congregations  had 
spoiled  us,  we  agreed,  by  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  take  communion  every  week. 

The  Lord’s  Supper  was  celebrated 
several  times  a  year  in  my  previous 
church  during  Sunday  worship  ser¬ 
vices.  It  also  was  available  in  the 
chapel  each  Sunday  following  the 
last  worship  service  and  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  every  Wednesday  morning. 

Although  just  a  few  of  us  came  on 
Wednesdays,  that  time  was  very 
special — the  sun  slanting  through 
the  stained  glass  windows  as  we 


knelt  at  the  chancel  rail,  the  stillness 
of  early  morning  as  we  prayed. 

Our  pastor  once  said  jokingly, 
"You  must  be  very  sinful  to  need  to 
confess  that  often.” 

Although  he  was  kidding,  I  think 
that  attitude  is  a  part  of  the  reason 
communion  isn’t  celebrated  more 
frequently  in  some  congregations. 

A  lot  of  people  think  it  is  just 
confession  and  repentance.  Both 
are  vital  parts  of  communion,  but 
much  more  is  involved. 

Words  paraphrased  from  the  lit¬ 
urgy  say  it  best  for  me. 

“This  is  the  joyful  feast  of  the 
People  of  God. 

“People  come  from  east  and  from 
west,  from  north  and  south  to  sit  at 
table  in  the  kingdom  of  God. 

“Our  Savior  invites  all  who  trust 
Him  to  share  in  this  celebration.” 

The  fellowship  of  the  Lord’s  table 
always  seemed  to  spill  over  into  the 
rest  of  the  morning.  Several  of  us 
would  eat  breakfast  together  before 
going  to  work. 

Over  coffee,  eggs,  or  pancakes,  we 


would  share  laughter,  small  joys, 
and  not-so-small  tragedies. 

As  I  write  these  words,  I  can  still 
see  Trish’s  face  dimpling  as  she  smiles 
through  her  tears,  Bemie’s  face  suf¬ 
fused  with  love  as  she  talks  about  her 
deceased  husband  “Taylor,”  and  Son- 
nie’s  face  stoic  with  courage  as  she 
deals  with  a  major  crisis. 

I  can’t  think  of  these  friends  with¬ 
out  remembering  Psalm  16:3 
(TEV),  “How  excellent  are  the 
Lord's  faithful  people!  My  greatest 
pleasure  is  to  be  with  them.” 

One  of  the  great  things  about  be¬ 
ing  a  United  Methodist  is  the  fact 
that  no  matter  where  in  the  world 
you  go,  you  know  you  are  a  member 
of  a  great  family  of  “the  Lord's 
faithful  people.” 

I  know  I  will  find  new  “family 
friends”  whom  I  love  just  as  much 
as  the  old.  I  especially  look  forward 
to  taking  communion  with  them — 
as  frequently  as  possible! 

—DIANE  HUiE  BALAY 

Ms.  Balay  is  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 
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Sudanese  people  flee  drought  and  famine  conditions  in  their  homes  and 
come  to  feeding  centers  like  this  one  in  El  Mahla.  Approximately  3,000 
people  gather  here  to  share  food  for  2,200.  Approximately  four  million 
people  are  said  to  be  affected  by  drought  and  famine  in  Sudan  with  more 
than  one  million  displaced. 

In  the  Sudan 

The  hurt  goes  on 


"Truly  I  say  to  you,  this  poor  widow 
put  in  more  than  all  the  contribu¬ 
tors,  for  they  pul  in  out  of  their 
abundance,  but  she  out  of  her  pover¬ 
ty,  put  in  all  that  she  had. " 

Mark  12:44 

Fifty  years  ago  people  called  “Meth¬ 
odists”  set  aside  June  2,  1940,  as  a  day 
of  prayer  and  fasting  with  a  sacrificial 
offering  to  be  taken  to  be  used  any¬ 
where  it  was  needed.  Every  year  since 
then,  members  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  have  been  called  to  be  a 
part  of  “Christ  present”  in  the  lives  of 
those  in  despair  as  a  result  of  abject 
poverty,  earthquakes,  famines,  war, 
floods  and  uprootedness.  United 
Methodists  can  be  present  through 
their  gifts  to  the  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing. 

In  1989,  from  India  to  Mozam¬ 
bique;  from  Argentina  to  Nicaragua; 
from  Miami  to  the  Rio  Grande  Valley 
to  Southern  California;  from  land  rec¬ 
lamation  in  the  West  Bank  to  relief  in 
the  Caribbean,  Puerto  Rico,  the  Caro- 
linas  and  San  Francisco,  the  One 
Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering  helped 
United  Methodists  act  as  a  part  of  the 
body  of  Christ. 

On  March  25,  1990,  you  can  once 
again  provide  for  some  of  the  needs  of 
God’s  people  through  the  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  offering.  This  offering 
is  designated  to  be  used  by  the  United 


By  DONALD  A.  OTT 

Every  reader  of  this  news  tabloid 
knows  the  words  to  fill  in  the  letters  to 
UMCOR  (United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief).  But  what  about 
CORAR,  CASA,  UMN,  and  CCDB? 

My  trip  to  India,  Nepal  and  Bangla¬ 
desh  in  December  1989  made  those 
acronyms  come  alive  for  me.  They  are 
the  descriptive  titles  for  several  of  the 
s  -partner  agencies  of  UMCOR  in  mis¬ 
sion: 

*  CORAR  —  Council  on  Relief 

and  Rehabilitation. 

*  CASA  —  Churches  Auxiliary 

for  Social  Action. 

*  UMN  —  United  Mission  in 

Nepal. 

*  CCDB  —  Christian  Commis¬ 

sion  on  Development  in  Ban¬ 
gladesh. 

Be  careful!  Look  behind  the  agency 
labels.  I  found  innumerable  stories  of 
individual  lives,  villages  and  broad  ar¬ 
eas  that  have  been  changed.  CORAR, 
with  UMCOR  support,  has  placed 
“MARK  4”  hand  pumps  in  hundreds 
of  villages. 

J.  K.  Michael,  director  of  CASA, 


Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  wherever  it  is  needed.  This 
offering  also  sustains  and  supports  the 
overall  work  of  the  committee. 

In  a  remote  village  in  rural  Bangla¬ 
desh,  Muslim  women  are  learning  to 
read  and  write  and  to  form  coopera¬ 
tives  to  start  small  industries.  In  the 
mountainous  areas  of  Nepal,  health 
programs  are  decreasing  maternal 
mortality.  In  desert  regions  of  India 
wells  are  providing  water  for  life.  In 
Haiti,  the  Methodist  Church  is  seeking 
to  reforest  the  barren  hillsides.  In  Bu¬ 
rundi,  Bolivia,  Mexico  and  New  Guin¬ 
ea  this  offering  assists  people  in 
building  safe,  decent  homes,  and  in 
times  of  distress  men,  women  and 
children  are  provided  with  hope  for 
tomorrow. 

All  this  and  more  can  be  done 
through  the  sacrificial  giving  of  those 
who  are  called  to  give,  not  out  of  what 
they  have  but  because  of  whose  they 
are.  Join  thousands  of  other  United 
Methodist  Churches  on  Sunday, 
March  25,  1990,  and  participate  in  the 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering. 
Your  gifts  will  continue  to  keep  hope 
alive  in  homes,  families,  churches  and 
communities  around  the  world. 

“She  out  of  her  poverty,  put  in  all 
that  she  had.” 

—  Norma  Kehrberg 

February  1990 


The  Christian  Commission  for  De¬ 
velopment  in  Bangladesh  (CCDB) 
sponsors  a  home  loom  industry 
project. 

took  us  to  a  godown  storage  building 
and  pointed  out  the  stockpiled  sup¬ 
plies  of  basic  cooking  utensils,  cloth¬ 
ing  and  plastic  sheeting  for  temporary 
shelters.  Disasters  come  to  the  Indian 
sub-continent  with  regularity.  Mr.  Mi¬ 
chael  and  his  team  are  ready  for  the 
next  emergency. 

In  Nepal  basic  development  work, 
represented  by  black  plastic  water  pip¬ 
ing  in  the  mountain  valleys  around 
Kathmandu,  has  resulted  in  dramatic 


Throughout  the  Sudan  there  are 
people  who  have  known  nothing  but 
war  all  of  their  lives.  For  them,  peace 
is  an  elusive  concept,  far  beyond  their 
reach,  and  war  seems  a  permanent  fix¬ 
ture.  The  current  round  of  fighting,  in 
Southern  Sudan,  has  been  going  on 
since  1983.  It  has  created  millions  of 
starving  refugees,  many  of  whom  are 
young  children  who  face  an  uncertain 
future  on  this  earth. 


life  changes  in  the  past  five  years.  Iso¬ 
lated  village  people  had  broad  smiles 
as  they  showed  tangerine  trees,  kitch¬ 
en  gardens  and  healthy  children,  a  re¬ 
sult  of  water  now  available  near  their 
homes. 

In  rural  Bangladesh,  I  talked  with 
women  who,  because  of  CCDB’s  com¬ 
munity  organizing  efforts,  told  of  dra¬ 
matic  reductions  in  the  deaths  of 
newborns,  the  availability  of  literacy 
training,  productive  projects  in  sew¬ 
ing,  chalk  making,  and  poultry  raising. 
They  also  told  of  a  hostel  where  wom¬ 
en  can  be  safe  from  abuse, 
v  I  have  a  new  and  deepened  appreci¬ 
ation  for  the  leaders  of  our  partner 
agencies.  The  eyes,  smiles  and  gra¬ 
cious  hospitality  of  innumerable  per¬ 
sons  in  the  villages  will  motivate  me 
for  years  to  come.  The  story  of  UM¬ 
COR  is  really  a  story  of  love  in  action 
—  direct,  personal,  life-changing  assis¬ 
tance  after  the  model  of  God’s  gift  to 
us  all. 

Donald  A.  Olt  is  superintendent  of 
the  Milwaukee  District  of  the  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Conference  and  a  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  director  of  UM COR. 


The  Sudan  has  an  estimated  24  mil¬ 
lion  people.  Arabs  populate  the  north 
which  is  an  Islamic  stronghold  while 
black  Africans  of  largely  traditional 
and  Christian  faiths  occupy  the  south. 

The  country  has  desert,  mountains, 
valleys,  rich  soils,  pasture  lands,  for¬ 
ests  and  heavy  rains.  But  its  agricul¬ 
tural  potential  is  diminished  severely 
by  the  ravages  of  the  current  conflict 
in  the  southern  region. 

Farmers  have  had  to  abandon  their 
lands  because  of  the  dangerous  fight¬ 
ing.  They  have  fled  the  countryside 
only  to  find  themselves  in  urban  squa¬ 
lor  in  the  cities.  Some  city  dwellers 
have  taken  in  refugees  from  the  rural 
areas  of  conflict,  thus  swelling  the  size 
of  their  own  households  five-  or  six¬ 
fold.  Bread  enough  for  only  a  few  is 
shared  among  many. 

“These  people  have  given  what  little 
they  have  to  help  those  who  have 
nothing,”  says  Willis  Logan,  executive 
director  of  the  Africa  Office,  National 
Continued  on  page  4 
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Yellowstone  celebrates 
with  UMCOR 


The  1990  Yellowstone  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  an  especially  exciting 
place  this  year  with  colorful  banners, 
ribbons  and  enthusiastic  UMCOR 
supporters.  The  conference  is  culmi¬ 
nating  its  celebration  of  UMCOR’s 
50th  anniversary  this  year  with 
TRAC,  “the  relays  across  the  confer¬ 
ence,"  project. 

“It  has  the  possibility  of  being  a  fun 
event  and  something  that  every  church 
can  participate  in,”  says  Gwen  Wil¬ 
liams,  Yellowstone  Conference  secre¬ 
tary  of  global  ministries.  UMCOR  is  a 
principal  mission  project  that  local 
churches  can  easily  identify  with  and 
relate  to,  because  it  deals  with  disaster 
relief  and  hunger,  says  Ms.  Williams. 

“A  couple  of  years  ago  there  was  a 
flood  in  north  central  Montana,  and 
there  was  some  UMCOR  money  that 
came  in  for  that,”  she  recalls.  Other 
United  Methodists  in  Yellowstone 
Conference  also  remember  UMCOR’s 
coming  to  their  aid  for  other  reasons. 
This  year  they  will  share  in  celebrating 
UMCOR’s  history  of  support  and  re¬ 
lief  assistance  in  the  United  States  and 
in  more  than  80  countries  around  the 
world. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  is  one 
means  of  support  for  UMCOR’s  vari¬ 
ous  ministries,  which  include  not  only 


disaster  relief  and  root  causes  of  hun¬ 
ger,  but  also  rehabilitation  and  refugee 
ministries. 

The  special  UMCOR  relay  in  Yel¬ 
lowstone  Conference  will  begin  about 
a  month  before  annual  conference  ses¬ 
sion  and  continue  up  to  the  conference 
date  in  mid-June.  Promotion  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  information  about  the  re¬ 
lay  already  have  begun. 

“We  will  have  four  or  five  starting 
points  from  the  farthest  comers  of  the 
conference.  Each  church  is  being 
asked  to  move  a  banner  from  their 
church  or  city  to  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  site,  in  Bozeman,  Montana,”  Ms. 
Williams  says  laughingly.  “They  can 
cover  the  distance  by  any  means  ex¬ 
cept  motorized  vehicle.  They  can 
walk,  run,  dribble  a  basketball,  roller 
skate,  whatever.  It’s  open  to  all  ages. 

Churches  with  fairly  large  congrega¬ 
tions  are  being  asked  to  help  smaller 
churches  in  covering  the  distance  of 
the  relay.  If  a  church’s  representatives 
are  unable  to  go  the  full  distance  from 
their  church  to  the  conference  site, 
then  designated  persons  along  the  re¬ 
lay  route  will  verify  just  how  many 
miles  were  actually  covered. 

“We  will  collect  pledges  for  the 
miles  covered.  If  we  get  $1  per  mile 
that  would  be  about  $1,500  consider- 


Ribbons  are  being  prepared  for  the 
Yellowstone  Annual  Conference. 

ing  all  the  mileage  from  the  farthest 
starting  points  in  the  conference. 
We’re  hoping  that  is  the  least  we  come 
up  with,  though,”  she  continues. 

The  banner  of  every  church  that 
participates  in  the  relay  will  be  dis¬ 
played  during  Yellowstone’s  annual 
conference.  They  are  being  specially 
made  for  the  relay.  In  addition  to  the 
banners,  each  relay  participant  will 
have  a  ribbon.  “It  should  be  very  col¬ 
orful,”  says  Julie  Stewart  of  Butte,  dis¬ 
trict  mission  secretary.  She  is  arrang¬ 
ing  for  the  banners  and  different  colored 
ribbons. 

The  final  celebration  at  annual  con¬ 
ference  will  include  recognition  of  the 
oldest  and  youngest  persons  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  relay,  along  with  several 
other  recognition  categories,  including 
the  person  who  travelled  over  the 
highest  mountain  path. 


UMCOR  responds  to  disasters 
with  immediate  love  in  action 


The  news  came  quickly  and  unex¬ 
pectedly  in  October  1989:  a  powerful 
earthquake  of  6.9  on  the  Richter  Scale 
had  struck  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area 
in  California,  demolishing  homes, 
churches,  roads,  bridges  and  knocking 
out  communications.  More  than  250 
people  had  lost  their  lives,  and  more 
than  500  others  had  been  injured. 

It  was  alarming  news.  The  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  annual  di¬ 
rectors  meeting  was  in  session  in  New 
York  City  at  the  time.  Directors  and 
other  persons  from  the  San  Francisco 
area  were  concerned  for  their  loved 
ones,  their  friends,  their  homes  and 
their  churches.  They  had  questions; 
they  needed  information. 

Within  hours  of  news  of  the  earth¬ 
quake,  Global  Ministries’  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  workers  assigned  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  Disaster  Response  Net¬ 
work  were  being  contacted  and  mobi¬ 
lized.  UMCOR  issued  immediately  an 
Advance  Special  number  (#901325-2) 
for  United  Methodist  support  to 
earthquake  victims.  The  UMCOR 
Hotline  (1-800-84 1-1235)  was  updated 
with  new  information  as  it  came  in. 

“We  request  your  prayers  on  behalf 
of  the  victims  and  all  of  those  who  are 
endeavoring  to  serve  them,”  read  a 
UMCOR  alert  issued  at  the  board 
meeting. 

Through  UMCOR,  United  Method¬ 
ists  throughout  the  United  States  were 
able  to  respond  immediately  in  love 
and  action  to  assist  the  California 
earthquake  victims.  This  same  kind  of 
immediate  mobilization  had  occurred 
only  a  month  before  in  South  Carolina 
and  the  Caribbean  after  Hurricane 
Hugo,  with  135-mile-per-hour  winds 


and  rains,  had  cut  a  path  of  destruc¬ 
tion  and  death  through  both  areas. 

UMCOR’s  history  of  disaster  relief 
assistance  is  extensive  and  abounds 
with  examples  of  how  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  shared  in  the  struggles  of  per¬ 
sons  around  the  world. 

“UMCOR  responds  to  approxi¬ 
mately  thirty  emergencies  annually. 
The  response  may  be  in  the  form  of 
cash  contributions,  payment  for  trans¬ 
portation  costs  of  relief  goods  and,  oc¬ 
casionally,  the  provision  of  emergency 
relief  personnel.  Often  the  response  is 
the  shipment  of  tents,  blankets,  water 
purification  tablets,  medical  supplies, 
soap,  oral  rehydration  packets,  ropes, 
picks,  plastic  tarp,  diesel  water  pumps, 
baby  diapers,  dry  ice  or  portable  freez¬ 
ers.  The  list  continues.  The  unique 
thing  about  UMCOR  is  that  it  is  flexi¬ 
ble,"  writes  Norma  Kehrberg  in  Love 
in  Action. 


“In  August,  1988,  UMCOR  was  in¬ 
formed  of  ethnic  tension  in  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Africa  nation  of  Burundi. 
Thousands  of  Hutus,  an  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity,  had  been  forced  to  flee  to  neigh¬ 
boring  Rwanda.  On  Friday  afternoon 
at  3:30  p.m.,  a  call  came  from  Bishop 
J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa,  the  leader  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Burundi. 
He  requested  an  emergency  grant  for 
relief  efforts.  Within  fifteen  minutes 
an  urgent  cable  was  sent  to  the  bishop 
indicating  that  the  money  would  be 
deposited  immediately  in  their  bank 
account  for  urgent  refugee  needs,”  Ms. 
Kehrberg  writes. 

With  your  gifts  and  support,  espe¬ 
cially  through  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing,  UMCOR  is  there  when  catas¬ 
trophe  strikes.  And  UMCOR  also  is 
there,  long  after  the  emergency  is  past, 
to  continue  the  quiet,  unsung  work  of 
long  term  rehabilitation. 


West  Michigan 
Conference  update 

The  West  Michigan  Conference  be¬ 
gan  its  celebration  leading  to  the  50th 
anniversary  of  UMCOR  (The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief)  by 
promoting  conferencewide  participa¬ 
tion  in  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  in 
1989.  The  conference’s  celebration 
continues  through  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  in  1990  as  UMCOR’s  culmi¬ 
nating  anniversary  event  approaches. 

Esther  Brown,  chairperson  of  the 
West  Michigan  Conference  Hunger 
Committee,  has  indicated  her  confer¬ 
ence  will  go  ahead  with  plans  for  two 
sites  to  be  a  part  of  UMCOR’s  telecon¬ 
ference  celebration  in  October  1990. 

In  follow-up  to  West  Michigan’s  an¬ 
nual  conference  plans,  (reported  in  the 
UMCOR  tabloid  of  February  1989)  the 
program  committee  has  developed  a 
special  celebrative  program  that  in¬ 
cludes  a  processional  with  interpretive 
dancers,  call  to  worship,  and  slides 
with  background  music  from  the  com¬ 
memorative  anniversary  song,  “Love 
in  Action,”  composed  by  Brian  Hurley. 

A  rededication  service  will  incorpo¬ 
rate  implements  that  reflect  the  life¬ 
changing  and  life-sustaining  ministries 
of  UMCOR:  a  pail  of  water,  a  blanket, 
a  tree,  oral  rehydration  for  children,  a 
hammer  and  saw  for  vocational  train¬ 
ing,  and  other  simple  tools.  After  wit¬ 
nessing  to  UMCOR’s  work  in  refugee 
ministries,  relief,  rehabilitation,  and 
the  root  causes  of  hunger,  West  Michi¬ 
ganders  will  come  together  in  praise. 

“Then  we  are  going  to  join  the 
whole  sanctuary  of  people  with  rib¬ 
bons  connected  together,”  says  Ms, 
Brown.  Annual  conference  partici¬ 
pants  will  bring  the  ribbons  with  them. 
They  can  include  on  the  ribbons  the 
name  of  their  church,  how  much  they 
gave  to  UMCOR  in  1989,  what  their 
goal  is  for  1990  “and  anything  else 
they  want  to  add.” 

But  that  is  not  all  of  West  Michi¬ 
gan’s  plans.  A  global  village,  luncheon 
and  breakfast  are  on  the  agenda,  as 
well  as  sales  of  silk-screen  T-shirts  and 
the  book,  Love  In  Action,  UMCOR:  50 
Years  of  Service,  by  Norma  Kehrberg, 
associate  general  secretary  of 
UMCOR,  chronicling  UMCOR’s  his¬ 
tory. 

“Our  goal  is  to  give  every  United 
Methodist  in  our  conference  a  chance 
to  reflect  on  the  past  work  of  UMCOR 
and  then  look  to  the  future  to  see  how 
we  can  move  into  the  second  50  years 
with  renewed  zeal  and  dedication.  To¬ 
gether  we  can  help  people  so  that  they, 
too,  can  have  hope  for  life,”  Ms. 
Brown  said  in  1 989.  It  seems  the  goal 
of  West  Michiganders  has  not  changed. 


Steeple  lying  in  the  church  yard  indicates  the  damage 
received  from  Hurricane  Hugo  by  the  Monck's  Cor-  Glide  Memorial 
ner,  S.C.,  United  Methodist  Church.  cisco,  distributes 
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United  Methodist  Church,  San  Fran 
food  to  earthquake  victims. 
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Hide  and  seek 

Child's  play  means  survival 


Children  throughout  the  United 
States  play  hide  and  seek.  It  is  a  very 
popular  game,  especially  among  small 
tots.  Ducking  into  the  closet  or  under 
the  bed  is  innocent  fun  for  little  ones. 
But  to  young  people  in  Brazil,  this 
child’s  play  has  a  significantly  differ¬ 
ent  meaning:  survival. 

Brazil,  especially  the  capital  city  of 
Sao  Paulo,  has  thousands  of  homeless 
children  who  roam  the  streets.  Living 
mostly  in  the  cities,  they  sleep  wherev¬ 
er  they  can  and  eat  whatever  they  can. 
Their  situation  is  replete  with  ironies. 

In  order  to  come  out  of  hiding  and 
be  able  to  walk  the  streets  freely, 
homeless  children  —  who  have  noth¬ 
ing  and  nowhere  to  go  —  “must  dress 
nicely  and  look  like  a  regular  person 
on  the  street”  to  avoid  being  taken 
into  custody  by  the  police,  says  Dean 
Hancock,  project  officer  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR). 

“Protection  from  the  police  is  an 
important  reality  for  the  street  chil¬ 
dren  of  Brazil,”  he  says.  “One  of  the 
games  the  street  children  have  to  play 
is  hiding  from  the  police.” 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Brazil, 
with  the  assistance  of  UMCOR  sup¬ 
ported  projects,  is  changing  the  rules 


of  the  game  for  many  of  Brazil’s  street 
children.  Through  cooperatives  and 
training  programs,  these  young  people 
—  kids  is  how  most  persons  refer  to 
them  —  are  learning  that  they  need 
not  spend  their  lives  hiding,  pretend¬ 
ing  and  being  afraid.  They  are  learning 
what  it  means  to  have  the  love  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  to  share  that  love  with  oth¬ 
ers.  And  they  are  learning  that  there 
are  people  who  care  about  what  hap¬ 
pens  to  them  and  about  how  they  live. 

Actually,  how  these  children  live  de¬ 
pends  upon  where  in  Brazil  they  hap¬ 
pen  to  be.  Different  cities  have 
different  groupings  of  children  who 
lead  different  lifestyles;  for  example, 
in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  a  group  of  young 
people  live  around  the  railroad  sta¬ 
tion.  They  sleep  at  various  locations. 
With  inflation  rising  by  one  percent  a 
day,  these  children  are  unable  to  earn 
enough  money  to  pay  for  a  place  to 
spend  the  night. 

In  loving  support  of  these  street 
kids,  the  church  has  helped  one  group 
form  a  shoeshine  cooperative,  another 
has  a  car-parking  cooperative,  and  yet 
another  has  a  T-shirt  making  project. 
In  some  areas  the  church  has  orga¬ 
nized  safe  houses  where  the  children 
can  bathe  and  refresh  themselves.  In 


another  location  children  go  to  a  cen¬ 
ter  during  the  day  for  training  and  re¬ 
turn  to  their  group  at  night.  Still  others 
find  safe  shelter  in  small  church-spon¬ 
sored  houses  at  varying  sites. 

Support  of  such  projects  is  a  way  of 
sharing  in  the  joys  of  children  who 
have  known  only  fear  and  emptiness. 
They  now  have  an  opportunity  to 
come  out  of  hiding  and  walk  in  the 
light. 

In  the  shoeshine  cooperative  the 
children  pool  their  earnings  in  order  to 
buy  supplies  wholesale.  The  money 
also  is  used  to  buy  food,  clothes  and 
medicine.  These  youngsters  are  likely 
to  need  more  medicines  than  other 
children  who  live  normal  lives,  be¬ 
cause  they  are  exposed  to  the  elements 
and  are  often  dirty  and  malnourished. 
They  also  are  more  susceptible  to  skin 
diseases,  the  flu  and  other  such  illness¬ 
es,  even  with  Brazil’s  generally  warm 
climate. 

A  group  of  street  children  in  Sao 
Paulo  are  working  under  the  caring  tu¬ 
telage  of  a  local  pastor  who  is  teaching 
them  how  to  silkscreen  T-shirts.  Their 
project  is  just  beginning.  But  as  these 
youngsters  learn  how  to  make  beauti¬ 
ful  T-shirts,  they  also  learn  about  the 
beauty  of  life  and  the  joy  of  sharing. 
They  are  experiencing  love  in  action. 
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Street  Children  of  Brazil 

|  Last-minute  orders 

£  Materials  to  help  in  the  obser-  £ 
£  vance  of  One  Great  Hour  of  Shar-  £ 
|  ing  have  been  prepared  by  United 
£  Methodist  Communications.  If  £ 
£  you  have  not  ordered  (or  received)  £ 
£  your  offering  materials,  call  Unit-  :£ 
£  ed  Methodist  Communications  in  ¥ 
£  Nashville  (615)  742-5110.  Every  | 
£  effort  will  be  made  to  get  materials  £ 
£  to  you  in  time  for  the  March  25th  £ 
£  observance.  j: 


Nicaraguan  family  sojourns  from  lockup  to 


“They  think  the  front  row  is  their 
row.” 

They,  in  this  case,  are  the  McElroys, 
a  family  of  seven  from  Bluefields,  Nic¬ 
aragua;  the  front  row  is  in  North  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.  The  church  took  the  initiative  to 
sponsor  a  family  held  in  “soft  deten¬ 
tion”  in  the  Red  Cross  Shelter  in 
Brownsville,  Texas. 

In  the  last  50  years,  hundreds  of  lo¬ 
cal  United  Methodist  churches  have 
sponsored  refugees  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR),  mainly  refugees  approved 
overseas  for  the  U.S.  Resettlement 
Program.  Since  1980,  when  the  United 
States  became  a  country  of  first  asy¬ 
lum,  churches  have  also  felt  called  to 


The  McElroy  family:  top:  Charles 
Gilbert  and  Miriam  McElroy,  mid¬ 
dle:  Charles  Gregory  and  Lisa, 
lower:  Nerina,  Alvaro  and  Kurt 
Douglas. 


respond  to  the  distress  of  refugees  flee¬ 
ing  war,  civil  conflict,  and  human 
rights  violations  in  Central  America 
and  Haiti.  UMCOR,  through  contri¬ 
butions  to  Refugee  Advance  Specials 
and  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  has 
been  able  to  assist  these  churches,  as 
well  as  other  local  projects,  in  this 
ministry  and  outreach. 

The  McElroys  come  from  the  cultur¬ 
ally  distinct  area  of  Bluefields,  where 
there  was  a  vigorous  protest  over  the 
government’s  cultural  education  pro¬ 
grams.  Charles  McElroy,  active  in  this 
opposition,  was  harassed  and  impris¬ 
oned.  Once  freed,  he  took  a  job  with  a 
cruise  line  and  saved  money  for  his 
family’s  departure  from  Nicaragua. 
Their  departure  was  hastily  expedited 
when  the  eldest  son  was  drafted  and 


the  family  feared  that  he  too  would  be 
a  target.  After  months  of  difficult  trav¬ 
el,  the  family  arrived  safely  in  Texas. 

The  McElroys  were  fortunate  in  be¬ 
ing  granted  political  asylum  —  most 
Central  Americans  seeking  haven  in 
the  United  States  are  held  in  detention 
and  ultimately  deported.  Even  so, 
without  friends  or  a  formal  program 
for  sponsorship,  the  McElroys’  pros¬ 
pects  in  this  country  would  have  been 
poor.  What  made  the  difference  for 
the  McElroys  (as  well  as  for  many  oth¬ 
er  asylum  seekers)  were  local  initia¬ 
tives  and  the  readiness  of  a  United 
Methodist  Church  to  take  risks,  com¬ 
bined  with  UMCOR’s  ability  to  re¬ 
spond  quickly  with  support. 

North  United  Methodist  Church  re¬ 
sponded  to  calls  from  Sylvia  Robles  of 


Videotape  highlights  UMCOR's  work 


“Love  in  Action”  will  transport 
viewers  to  Indonesia  for  a  look  at  two 
exciting  projects.  Each  has  been  made 
possible  because  of  gifts  to  UMCOR 
and  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing. 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Indonesia 
and  UMCOR  are  working  to  help  re¬ 
settle  people  from  the  overcrowded 
conditions  of  Jakarta  to  areas  offering 
greater  hope  for  better  health,  income, 
housing  and  opportunity  to  raise  a 
family. 

A  second  example  of  UMCOR’s 
work  is  seen  in  a  fresh  water  project  in 
the  Sumatran  villages  of  Barung  Bar- 
ung  and  Tinokkah.  The  hydroram  wa¬ 
ter  system  was  made  possible  by  the 
gift  of  an  Ohio  family  to  UMCOR. 

“Love  in  Action”  is  available  as  a 
single.  18-minute  videotape;  it  is  also 
the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  seg¬ 
ment  in  “Come,  Share,  Rejoice  in 
United  Methodist  Special  Days,”  a 
six-part  tape  that  includes  a  program 
for  each  of  the  denomination’s  special 


days  with  offering. 

Either  tape  can  be  obtained  from 
your  annual  conference  resource  cen¬ 
ter  or  from  EcuFilm  in  Nashville.  Call 
EcuFilm  toll  free  (800)  251-4091;  Ten¬ 
nessee  residents  call  collect  (615)  242- 
6277. 


freedom 

the  Church  World  Service  office  in  In¬ 
dianapolis  who  had  learned  of  the 
family’s  need  from  church  workers  on 
the  border.  But  that  was  in  August; 
church  members  were  away  and  re¬ 
sources  were  slim.  A  call  to  UMCOR 
and  promise  of  a  grant  helped  the 
church  fulfill  its  desire  to  respond. 
Within  two  weeks,  the  McElroys  were 
on  their  way  to  Indianapolis. 

Since  then  their  adaptation  has  been 
remarkable.  Charles  McElroy  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  factory;  his  wife,  Miriam, 
is  working  in  a  daycare  center.  Church 
members  secured  a  home,  clothing, 
furniture,  and  food  for  the  family,  and 
have  felt  rewarded  by  the  family’s 
cheer  and  hope  for  their  future.  This 
venture  was  undergirded  by  United 
Methodists  across  the  country  whose 
contributions  to  UMCOR  through  the 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  made 
North  United  Methodist  Church’s 
mission  enterprise  possible. 


About  this  tabloid 

This  tabloid  was  prepared  by 
the  Mission  Education  and  Culti¬ 
vation  Program  Department  and 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  cooperation 
with  the  Division  of  Program  and 
Benevolence  Interpretation  of 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions.  Order  additional  copies 
from  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications,  P.O.  Box  320,  tfash- 
ville,  TN  37202-0320.  The  cost  is 
six  for  $1.50,  50  for  $5,  100  for  $8, 
and  1,000  for  $65. 

The  editors  of  this  tabloid  wel¬ 
come  your  comments  and  con¬ 
cerns.  Please  write  to  United 
Methodist  Communications  at  the 
Nashville  address. 
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The  hurt  goes  on  in  the  Sudan 


Continued  from  page  1 

Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.  Many  Sudanese  have  looked 
beyond  themselves  and  reached  out  to 
persons  imminently  vulnerable  to  the 
destructiveness  of  the  war. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)  reported  recently 
that  up  to  1  million  southern  Sudanese 
migrated  north  to  the  capital  city  of 


Khartoum  within  18  months,  fleeing 
the  horrific  fighting.  Many  children 
died  and  continue  to  die  during  such 
journeys. 

United  Methodist  support  through 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  and 
through  specific  UMCOR  Advance 
Specials  continues  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  work  being  done  in  the  Su¬ 
dan  by  the  Sudan  Council  of  Churches 


Mother/child  survival  in  the  Sudan 


In  the  Sudan  the  infant  mortality 
rate  is  118  deaths  per  1,000  live 
births.  Adult  life  expectancy  is  48 
years. 

In  an  effort  to  change  these  dra¬ 
matic  statistics,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  is  taking  part  in  an  on¬ 
going  program  of  support  for  the 
health  of  mothers  and  children  in 
Sudan.  The  Darfur  Maternal  and 
Child  Health  project  (UMCOR  Ad¬ 
vance  #184375-7)  incorporates  a 
network  of  village  midwives,  com¬ 
munity  health  workers  and  health 
visitors  to  provide  health  care  ser¬ 
vices  designed  to  decrease  the  mor¬ 
bidity  and  mortality  rates  among 
women  and  children. 

From  curative  to  preventive  care, 
this  special  project  focuses  on  im¬ 
munizations,  nutrition,  prenatal 


care  plus  other  health  education  ap¬ 
proaches.  Through  work  with  the 
Sudanese  Council  of  Churches, 
UMCOR  is  working  to  develop  du¬ 
rable  solutions  that  enhance  the 
quality  of  life  and  the  rate  of  surviv¬ 
al  in  the  Sudan. 

The  Darfur  Maternal  and  Child 
Health  project  provides  family 
planning  services,  oral  re-hydration, 
health  and  nutrition  education, 
growth  monitoring  of  children  un¬ 
der  age  three,  and  it  increases  the 
coverage  of  prenatal  and  postnatal 
services. 

This  project  is  one  of  many  ways 
United  Methodists  who  contribute 
to  the  ministries  of  UMCOR  and 
who  participate  in  One  Great  Hour 
of  Sharing  “enable  whole  communi¬ 
ties  to  improve  their  quality  of  life 
and  foster  meaningful  change.” 


Book  chronicles  50  years 
of  UMCOR  global  action 


Editor's  note:  The  following  excerpt  is 
from  Love  in  Action  (UMCOR:  50 
yean  of  service)  by  Norma  Kehrberg, 
associate  general  secretary  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries'  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  RelieJ  (UM¬ 
COR).  This  excerpt  is  from  the  chapter 
"Giving  Birth  to  Life. " 

The  story  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  is  a  story  of  com¬ 
passion.  It  is  a  story  of  men  and  wom- 


Love  in  Action  is  available  from 
the  Cokesbury  bookstore  in  your 
area  or  you  may  order  from 
Cokesbury  Service  Center.  Item 
number  #A01-228085,  $5.95. 


and  Church  World  Service,  the  relief 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

“UMCOR’s  support  of  Church 
World  Service  enables  us  to  be  of  sup¬ 
port  to  the  Sudan,”  where  2  million 
people,  many  of  them  women  and 
children,  are  displaced  and  cut  off 
from  food  and  health  care,  says  Mr. 
Logan. 

And  the  war,  in  concert  with  mas¬ 
sive  flooding  and  parching  drought, 
has  made  the  Sudan  a  nation  of  un¬ 
willing  nomads.  Families  have  been 
forced  to  abandon  their  homes  and 
trek  across  country  —  some  going  as 
many  as  1,000  miles  by  foot  —  to 
search  for  food.  Thousands  often  are 
disappointed  at  the  end  of  their  long 
sojourns  because  they  find  no  food 
when  they  arrive  at  their  destination. 

Emergency  relief  food  supplies  are 
subject  to  military  raids  by  the  Suda¬ 


nese  government  and  the  rebels  it  is 
battling. 

“There  is  a  special  route,  a  special 
evasive  flight  pattern  we  use  to  deliver 
food  and  avoid  the  combat  zones.  Still 
some  food  supplies  have  been  de¬ 
stroyed,”  Mr.  Logan  continues.  “The 
government  has  destroyed  food  be¬ 
cause  it  thinks  the  food  is  going  to  the 
rebels,  and  the  rebels  have  destroyed 
food  because  they  think  it  is  a  way  of 
getting  grains  to  the  government.  We 
are  not  giving  food  to  the  combatants 
in  this  war.  We  are  trying  to  feed  the 
civilian  population  that  is  not  able  to 
cultivate  food.” 

With  this  kind  of  destruction  of  pre¬ 
cious  supplies,  the  war  inflicts  yet  an¬ 
other  wound  on  Sudanese  civilians. 
“Those  people  need  to  be  fed.  They 
are  suffering,”  laments  Mr.  Logan. 

(UMCOR  Sudan  Emergency 
#184385) 


We  share  by  choice 


en  who  were  and  are  compelled  to  feel 
the  agony  of  the  human  situation  and 
wrestle  with  ways  to  do  something 
about  it.  It  is  the  story  of  men  and 
women  working  to  alleviate  the  suffer¬ 
ing  of  individuals  and  their  communi¬ 
ties  through  compassionate  action. 

UMCOR  was  founded  on  a  biblical 
concern  for  others.  Throughout  its  fif¬ 
ty  years  of  service,  it  has  been  a  call 
for  men  and  women  of  our  church  to 
be  faithful  to  serving  Christ.  And  cen¬ 
tral  to  the  task  of  serving  Christ  is 
serving  others. 

From  the  beginning,  UMCOR  has 
had  a  ministry  among  those  who  were 
hungry  and  poor,  often  among  those  in 
emergency  situations.  A  vivid  example 
was  found  in  Ethiopia  in  December, 
1984.  Women  had  brought  their  se¬ 
verely  malnourished,  emaciated  chil¬ 
dren  to  a  feeding  center  operated  by 
the  Christian  Relief  Development  As¬ 
sociation. 

It  was  late  afternoon.  The  dust,  all 
that  remained  of  the  once  fertile  soil  of 
Ethiopia,  blew  across  the  compound 
now  being  used  as  a  health  post.  Wom¬ 
en  waited  patiently  for  their  turn  with 
the  nurse  who  had  already  worked 
twelve  hours  that  day.  Finally,  one 
mother’s  name  was  called.  The  mother 
placed  her  infant  of  eighteen  months, 
weighing  no  more  than  eleven  pounds, 
into  the  arms  of  the  nurse.  Perhaps  her 
child  would  have  a  chance  in  the  arms 
of  this  nurse  who  could  gel  the  food 
her  baby  needed  from  supplies  sent  by 
Christians  around  the  world. 

The  act  of  feeding,  an  act  of  caring 
for  this  baby  so  near  death  in  Ethio¬ 
pia,  was  an  act  of  love  to  none  other 
than  Jesus  Christ. 


Since  1949,  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  has  offered  Christians  in  the 
United  States  a  way  to  share  the  strug¬ 
gles  and  the  joys  of  their  neighbors  in 
more  than  70  countries  around  the 
world. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  gifts  are 
put  to  work  in  two  ways:  ecumenically 
through  Church  World  Service,  and 
denominationally  through  the  human 
service  ministries  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Through  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
we  commit  to  help  those  who  are  most 
vulnerable.  We  offer  emergency  assis¬ 
tance  in  time  of  disaster.  We  help  the 
victims  of  tragedy  rebuild  their  lives, 
often  long  after  emergency  is  past. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  is  an  ec¬ 
umenical  witness  to  faithfulness.  It  has 
enabled  whole  communities  to  im¬ 
prove  their  quality  of  life  and  foster 
meaningful  change. 

Against  Impossible  Odds 

Responding  to  the  call  to  serve 


Christ  by  serving  one  another  is  not  al¬ 
ways  easy. 

A  commitment  to  Christian  service 
is  a  commitment  to  join  in  the  struggle 
with  others,  sometimes  against  impos¬ 
sible  odds. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  unites  us 
to  celebrate  our  bond  with  each  other 
and  every  child  of  God. 

We  share  by  choice. 

We  share  because  we  can  make  a 
difference  —  a  difference  as  tangible 
as  a  cup  of  cool  water,  a  loaf  of  bread, 
an  inoculation  against  polio,  a  new 
road,  or  a  field  of  rice.  That  is  a  differ¬ 
ence  that  can  be  felt  in  the  exultation 
of  the  heart. 

(Taken  from  the  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  offering  envelope.  Be  sure  to 
enclose  your  gift  for  the  ministries  of 
UMCOR  during  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing,  Sunday,  March  25.  For  gift 
envelopes,  the  Love  in  Action  poster, 
and  other  promotional  materials  for 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  contact 
United  Methodist  Communications, 
(615)  742-5!  10,  Nashville.) 


Love  in  Action 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

March  25,  1990 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


FEBRUARY  23,  1990 


Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


UM  QUAKE  AID  IS  UP:  Giving  by 
United  Methodists  to  aid  victims  of  last  year’s 
northern  California  earthquake  is  nearing  $1 
million,  according  to  Craig  Paterson,  earth¬ 
quake  response  coordinator  for  the  Califomia- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference.  That  giving  was 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR).  Mr.  Paterson  said  that  giving 
from  local  churches  in  the  conference  has 
pushed  the  total  to  about  $  1 .2  million. 

METHODISTS  BACK  AWAD: 

During  a  recent  trip  to  Israel,  a  Methodist  Fed¬ 
eration  for  Social  Action  delegation  pressed 
both  the  U.S.  and  Israeli  governments  for  a  visa 
for  a  United  Methodist  missionary.  The  Rev. 
Alex  Awad,  a  Palestinian-American,  and  his 
family  first  applied  for  a  visa  from  Israel  last 
spring.  He  is  to  serve  as  pastor  of  a  Baptist 
church  in  East  Jerusalem. 

FAITH  CAN  BEAT  DRUGS:  Afri- 

can-Americans  need  to  use  “faith  and  resis¬ 
tance”  to  overcome  the  crack  cocaine  epidemic, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Cecil  Williams,  pastor  of 
Glide  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  San 
Francisco.  Writing  in  a  recent  edition  of  “The 
New  York  Times,”  Mr.  Williams  said,  “Faith 
and  resistance  are  the  cornerstones  of  the  Afri¬ 
can-American  community  and  the  most  devas¬ 
tating  thing  crack  cocaine  has  done  is  make  us 
forget  this.” 

PERHAPS  NOT  EXTREME:  Just 

over  30  years  ago  an  editorial  appeared  in 
“Northwestern  Lutheran”  magazine  labeling 
“The  Christian  Century”  the  voice  of  the  “ex¬ 
treme  liberal  wing  of  liberal  Protestantism.” 
Writing  in  a  recent  “Century”  issue,  editor 
James  M.  Wall,  a  United  Methodist  minister, 
said  a  readership  survey  refutes  that  “extreme 
liberal”  image.  Among  the  findings  was  that 
about  one-fourth  of  the  magazine’s  “Protestant 
core”  is  United  Methodist. 


C.  Dale  White 


PEACE  PROGRESS  IS  SEEN:  a 

group  of  prominent  U.S.  religious  leaders,  Mid¬ 
dle  East  experts,  Israelis 
and  Palestinians  agreed  re¬ 
cently  that  a  new  momen¬ 
tum  for  peace  is  developing 
among  opposing  factions  in 
Israel.  The  leaders’  convo¬ 
cation  was  organized  by  the 
U.S.  Interreligious  Com¬ 
mittee  for  Peace  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  and  was  endorsed 
by  leaders  representing  a  substantial  number  of 
Jewish,  Muslim,  Catholic  and  Protestant  bod¬ 
ies.  Among  those  was  United  Methodist  Bishop 
C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area). 

TV  REPORTS  ON  BORDER:  a  spe¬ 
cial  report  on  the  alleged  abuse  of  refugees  along 
the  U.S. -Mexico  border  will  be  shown  on 
“Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  United  Methodist  televi¬ 
sion  magazine  show,  during  the  week  of  March 
11.  The  30-minute  special,  written  and  pro¬ 
duced  by  Nancy  Montoya  and  hosted  by  Hilly 
Hicks,  calls  attention  to  the  more  than  500  do¬ 
cumented  cases  of  abuse  by  both  U.S.  and  Mex¬ 
ican  border  guards  and  profiles  groups  trying  to 
ease  the  problem.  It  also  mentions  the  frustra¬ 
tions  of  the  border  guards  themselves,  especially 
those  who  deplore  the  violence. 

PRAYER  DAY  MARCH  2:  Women 
from  1 70  countries  will  gather  in  groups  around 
the  world  March  2  to  celebrate  the  1 03rd  annu¬ 
al  World  Day  of  Prayer.  As  part  of  the  obser¬ 
vance,  women  of  faith  come  together  in  a 
common  worship  service,  praying  the  same 
prayers  for  peace  and  justice.  This  year  14 
women  in  Czechoslovakia  wrote  the  service 
around  the  theme,  “A  Better  Tomorrow:  Justice 
for  All.”  The  day  is  sponsored,  as  it  has  been 
since  1941,  by  Church  Women  United,  a  na¬ 
tional  ecumenical  group  of  Protestant,  Catholic 
and  Orthodox  women  based  in  New  York. 
Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Methodist  leaders  rejoice  at  Mandela  release 

African  churchman  warns  that  dismantling  of  apartheid  is  still  a  long  way  from  reality 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Two  African  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  last  week  hailed  the  release 
of  Nelson  Mandela  but  warned 
that  this  will  not  be  a  panacea  for 
South  African  needs. 

Mr.  Mandela,  who'd  been  con¬ 
fined  for  28  years,  was  serving  a 
sentence  for  high  treason  after 
helping  set  up  an  underground 
paramilitary  movement  through 
his  organization,  the  African  Na¬ 
tional  Congress. 

Release  applauded 

Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba  of 
Durban,  South  Africa,  who  pre¬ 
sides  over  The  Methodist  Church 
of  Southern  Africa,  said  Feb.  12 
that  the  church  “applauds  the  re¬ 


lease  of  Nelson  Mandela  and 
hopes  that  it  will  lead  to  further 
progress  toward  an  equitable  so¬ 
lution  in  South  Africa.” 

He  continued,  “It  needs  to  be 
appreciated,  however,  that  his  re¬ 
lease  will  not  simply  be  a  pana¬ 
cea  for  the  problems  that 
confront  us  in  this  country — 
problems  that  are  political,  eco¬ 
nomic,  social  and  environmental 
and  that  will  stretch  the  best 
minds  to  the  utmost  to  solve.” 

The  Methodist  Church  in 
Southern  Africa  has  about 
828,500  members,  about  80  per¬ 
cent  black.  That  church  has  cared 
pastorally  for  Mr.  Mandela  dur¬ 
ing  his  imprisonment. 

Mr.  Mandela  was  reported  to 
have  been  educated  at  Methodist 
schools  as  a  child  and  is  a  Meth¬ 


odist,  along  with  many  others  in 
the  African  National  Congress. 

Methodists  thanked 

Bishop  Mogoba  visited  Mr. 
Mandela  frequently  during  his 
imprisonment.  During  those  vis¬ 
its,  the  bishop  said  Mr.  Mandela 
told  him,  “Please  thank  the 
world  Methodists  for  their 
prayers  and  support.” 

Bishop  Mogoba  stressed  that 
Mr.  Martdela’s  own  call  upon 
black  South  Africans  “for  disci¬ 
pline  and  restraint”  is  one  that 
must  be  heeded.  Otherwise,  the 
bishop  said,  the  long,  hard  years 
of  struggle  of  people  like  Mr. 
Mandela  will  have  been  in  vain. 

“We  know  that  Mr.  Mandela 
will,  in  the  spirit  of  the  inclusive 
nature  of  the  faith  in  which  he 


Leaders  express  praise,  concern 


In  Africa 


"It  needs  to  be  appreciated,  however, 
that  Nelson  Mandela's  release  will 
not  simply  be  a  panacea  for  the 
problems  that  confront  us  in  this 

_  _ country — problems  that  are  political, 

economic,  social  and  environmental  and  which 
will  stretch  the  best  minds  to  the  utmost  to 
solve." 

— Bishop  Stanley  Mogoba  of  South  Africa 

"We  are  so  thrilled,  so  happy  that 
our  prayers  have  been  answered. 

We  are  so  happy  to  know  that 
the  release  of  Nelson  Mandela 
has  come  through,  and  to  see  the 
ending  of  apartheid.  A  miracle 
has  happened.  Our  God  is  not  a  small  God.  Our  God  is  so  great!" 

— Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Kenya 


was  brought  up,  want  to  involve 
everyone  in  the  process  of  recon¬ 
ciliation,”  he  said. 

“We  encourage  people  to  grasp 
the  branch  of  reconciliation  and 
to  work  toward  a  new  just  politi¬ 
cal  dispensation.” 

Bishop  Mogoba  had  high  praises 
for  “the  bold  act  by  the  state  presi¬ 
dent,  Mr.  Frederik  W.  de  Klerk,  in 
releasing  Mr.  Mandela.” 

“Mr.  de  Klerk  is  showing  him¬ 
self  to  be  a  statesman  of  his  time, 
and  we  pray  that  he,  too,  will 
continue  to  hold  on  to  the 
branches  of  negotiation  and  rec¬ 
onciliation  no  matter  how  thorny 
they  may  become  in  the  days  that 
lie  ahead,"  Bishop  Mogoba  said. 

Kenyan  bishop  elated 

In  Kenya,  another  Methodist 
bishop  was  elated  over  the  re¬ 
lease  of  Nelson  Mandela. 

“We  are  so  thrilled,  so  happy 
that  our  prayers  have  been  an¬ 
swered,"  said  Bishop  Lawi 
Imathiu.  president  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  from  his 
home  in  Nairobi. 

“We  are  so  happy  to  know  that 
the  release  of  Nelson  Mandela 
has  come  through  and  to  see  the 
ending  of  apartheid.  A  miracle 
has  happened.  Our  God  is  not  a 
small  God.  Our  God  is  so  great!” 

Bishop  Imathiu  said  he  hadn't 
been  able  to  determine  how  long 
Mr.  de  Klerk  had  been  planning 


Mr.  Mandela’s  release. 

However,  the  bishop  said, 
“Mr.  de  Klerk  has  taken  the  right 
step”  in  releasing  the  activist 
only  months  after  he  became 
state  president. 

Although  the  Kenyan  bishop 
hasn’t  met  Mr.  de  Klerk,  Bishop 
Imathiu  sees  “a  great  difference” 
between  Mr.  de  Klerk  and  his 
predecessor,  P.W.  Botha. 

Bishops  Imathiu  and  Mogoba 
both  met  with  Mr.  Botha  as  part 
of  a  nine-member  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  delegation  to  South 
Africa  Nov.  10,  1987.  They  pre¬ 
sented  a  list  of  requests  for  South 
African  change  voted  the  previ¬ 
ous  year  by  the  World  Methodist 
Council  meeting  in  Nairobi. 

During  the  1987  meeting,  Mr. 
Botha  rejected  the  delegation’s 
plea  for  the  release  of  Mr.  Man¬ 
dela  and  an  end  to  apartheid. 

"The  other  South  African  pres¬ 
idents  were  cowards,”  said  Bish¬ 
op  Imathiu.  “Mr.  de  Klerk  is  a 
leader  who  is  for  the  people.” 

Before  Mr.  Mandela’s  release, 
Mr.  de  Klerk  consented  to  meet 
with  officials  of  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  sometime  this  year. 

In  addition  to  the  two  African 
Methodist  bishops’  delight  over 
Mr.  Mandela’s  release,  British 
Methodist  Conference  President 
John  Vincent  called  him  "the 
man  who  has  led  and  inspired 
more  people  from  jail  than  mil¬ 
lions  do  from  freedom." 


United  Methodists  add 
thoughts  on  apartheid 


We  believe  that  the  freeing  of  Mr.  Mandela  has 
the  potential  of  opening  the  way  toward  the 
elimination  of  apartheid.  We  continue  to  pray 
for  all  the  people  of  South  Africa  as  they  seek 
freedom  and  equality." 

Bishop  Woodrow  Hearn,  president, 
and  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


In  the  U.S. 


United  Methodist  leaders  in 
the  United  States  were  euphoric 
following  the  release  of  South  Af¬ 
rica  leader  Nelson  Mandela. 

However,  they  urged  that  eco¬ 
nomic  sanctions  against  South 
Africa  not  be  removed  until  that 
nation's  racially  segregated 
apartheid  system  has  ended. 

Bishop  Melvin  Talbert  (San 
Francisco  Area),  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops,  said,  “I  praise  God  for 
Nelson  Mandela’s  release.  He 
shouldn’t  have  been  in  jail  in  the 
first  place.” 

The  bishop  said  Mr.  Mandela’s 
release  causes  him  concern  because 


“it  could  be  used  by  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  government  as  a  ploy  to  take 
the  pressure  off  and  encourage 
countries  to  lift  sanctions.” 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent, 
chief  executive  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and 
Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  (Ne¬ 
braska  Area),  the  mission  board 
president,  said  in  a  joint  state¬ 
ment  that  they  “rejoiced  in  the 
actions  taken  by  South  African 
President  Frederik  W.  de  KJerk 
in  the  unbanning  and  recognition 
of  the  African  National  Congress 
and  in  the  decision  to  release  Mr. 
Nelson  Mandela.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Strong-willed  family  produces  revolutionist 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

The  clergyman  credited  with 
being  the  flashpoint  of  the  recent 
Romanian  revolution  comes 
from  a  “strong-willed"  family 
background,  according  to  his  el¬ 
dest  brother. 

“We  wondered  why  the  gov¬ 
ernment  didn’t  finish  us  off  be¬ 
cause  we  were  pretty  high 
profile,”  said  Stephen  Tokes, 
brother  of  the  Rev.  Laszlo  Tokes, 
a  Hungarian  Reformed  Church 
pastor  in  Romania. 

Stephen  Tokes  (pronounced 
“toe-kesh”)  made  the  candid  ob¬ 
servation  in  a  telephone  inter¬ 
view  with  the  Reporter  from  his 


Montreal  home. 

Stephen,  an  engineer  and  ac¬ 
tive  layman  in  the  Hungarian 
Reformed  Church  of  Montreal, 
said  Laszlo  is  the  next  to  youn¬ 
gest  of  the  eight  Tokes  children. 

The  younger  Tokes  had  spoken 
out  repeatedly  against  what  he 
considered  injustices  of  the 
Romanian  regime  and  had  defied 
orders  to  quit  from  both  church 
and  state  officials. 

Stephen  said  his  brother 
“chose  the  ministry  not  only  for 
his  faith  but  as  his  best  chance  to 
help  the  Hungarian  people.” 

Hungarian  Romanians  were  an 
oppressed  ethnic  minority  under 
the  rule  of  communist  dictator 
Nicolae  Ceausescu. 


The  revolution  began  as  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  protect  Laszlo  and  his 
family  from  the  government, 
Stephen  said. 

When  officials  threatened 
Laszlo’s  family,  people  of  many 
faiths  encircled  the  Tokes  home 
and  used  their  bodies  as  shields 
for  the  pastor. 

Thus,  Stephen  said,  when  po¬ 
lice  began  attacking  some  of 
these  people  Dec.  15  and  set  off 
the  Romanian  revolution,  they 
symbolically  attacked  an  ecu¬ 
menical  body  of  religious  people 
and  united  them  and  the  rest  of 
the  nation. 

People  were  there,  Stephen 
said,  because  Laszlo’s  “integrity 
was  above  reproach.” 


He  added,  “No  one  could 
question  Laszlo's  motive  for 
speaking  out.” 

As  a  result,  the  new  govern¬ 
ment — the  National  Salvation 
Front — of  Romania  appointed 
Laszlo  as  one  of  the  new  leaders, 
even  though  he  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  had  indicated 
his  desire  to  avoid  political  life 


and  remain  in  the  pastorate. 

Bishop  Andrew  Harsanyi 
(Harsh-i-nee)  of  the  Hungarian 
Reformed  Church  in  America 
told  the  Reporter  from  his  New 
Jersey  home  that  the  entire 
Tokes  family  has  a  reputation  for 
being  strong-willed. 

“That’s  why  we  love  them!”  he 
said. 


Advance  gifts  help  Romanians 


Romanian  relief  is  an  Advance 
Special  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Advance  number  is 
368210-5,  according  to  Lloyd 
Rollins,  chief  administrative  offi¬ 
cer  for  disaster  response  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 


Join  in  organizing  a  new 
Clergy  Reading  Groupl 


IF  you  are  like  most  pastors,  you 
are  usually  covered  up  with 
everyday  responsibilities  and 
don’t  seem  to  make  the  time  for 
engaging  your  colleagues  in  stimulat¬ 
ing  discussion  about  books  you  read  in 
common.  Now  you’ll  have  some  help 
in  organizing  a  discussion  group! 

Cokesbury  is  sponsoring  the  formation 
of  Clergy  Reading  Groups  to  give  you 
and  other  United  Methodist  pastors  in 
your  area  an  opportunity  to  meet 
monthly  to  discuss  a  current  book  that 
can  help  expand  your  mental  horizons. 
And,  with  or  without  a  local  group, 
you  can  discuss  the  book  with  its 
authors  during  nationally  televised 
videoconferences! 

The  first  book  selected.  Resident 
Aliens,  by  William  Willimon  and 
Stanley  Hauerwas,  addresses  critical 
issues  of  the  nature  of  the  church  and 
the  role  of  the  pastor,  providing  ample 
fuel  for  stimulating  discussion. 


UMs  sent  to  observe 
Nicaraguan  elections 


Relief  (UMCOR). 

Mr.  Rollins  said  the  Advance 
Special  for  Romania  is  designed 
to  meet  "human  needs"  and  to 
provide  assistance  for  the  people 
of  Romania  “in  need  of  food, 
clothing  and  medical  supplies.” 


Here’s  how  you  can  get  started: 

•  To  help  organize  a  Clergy  Reading 
Group  in  your  area,  contact  your 
Cokesbury  store,  call  other  United 
Methodist  pastors,  or  contact  your 
Conference  office  or  district  superin¬ 
tendent. 

•  Order  your  copy  of  the  book  to  be 
discussed.  The  first  book,  Resident 
Aliens:  Life  in  the  Christian  Colony 
(A01-361591;  S9.95),  is  available  at 
your  Cokesbury  store  or  call  toll  free 
1-800-672-1789.  Order  6  or  more  for 
only  S8.95  each,  plus  transportation 
and  sales  tax,  if  applicable. 

•  Look  for  a  Clergy  Reading  Group 
study  guide  in  Circuit  Rider  magazine. 

•  Seek  access  to  a  satellite  dish  as  your 
group's  meeting  site  so  you  can  take 
part  in  the  Clergy  Reading  Group 
Videoconference. 

The  series  of  one-hour  programs  for 
members  of  Clergy  Reading  Groups 


will  begin  with  a  videoconference  on 
CSTN,  the  Cokesbury  Satellite  Televi¬ 
sion  Network,  on  Tuesday,  March  6, 
from  11:30  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.,  Central 
time. 

The  first  videoconference,  featuring  a 
discussion  with  author  Willimon,  is  on 
CSTN  Tuesday,  April  3,  11:30  a.m.  to 
12:30  p.m.  Central  time.  Pastors  will 
call  in  questions  and  comments  during 
the  "live"  program. 

Subsequent  CSTN  Clergy  Reading 
Group  Videoconferences  are  sche¬ 
duled  May  1,  October  2,  and  No¬ 
vember  6.  Watch  for  announcements 
of  other  upcoming  books  and  authors. 
Act  now!  Order  your  copy  of  Resident 
Aliens  today!  And  start  organizing  your 
area’s  Clergy  Reading  Group/ 

CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR 

COKESBURY  STORE 

ORDER  FROM  YOUR 
COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER 

ORDER  TOLL  FREE: 

1-800-672-1789 


From  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 

NEW  YORK — At  least  16  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  in  Nicaragua  this 
week  as  part  of  a  delegation  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  Feb.  25  government  elec¬ 
tions. 

They  were  selected  by  Witness  for 
Peace,  a  Durham,  N.C.-based  orga¬ 
nization  working  to  change  U.S. 
policy  in  Central  America  by  send¬ 
ing  Americans  to  witness  situations 
there  firsthand. 

The  Rev.  L.  Robert  McClean  of 
the  United  Methodist  office  for  the 
United  Nations  told  the  Reporter  he 
estimated  that  at  least  80  United 
Methodists  would  be  participating 
with  other  groups. 

The  Southern  New  England  and 
New  Hampshire  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  for  example,  sent  two  small 
teams  of  election  monitors  because 
of  a  covenant  relationship  they 
have  with  the  Nicaraguan  Church 
of  Christ,  he  said. 


But  20  congressional  monitors, 
led  by  U.S.  Sen.  Richard  Lugar.  R- 
ind.,  a  member  of  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Indianapolis, 
have  been  denied  visas  to  enter  the 
country. 

Witness  for  Peace  has  scheduled 
1 12  people  from  36  states  to  be  in 
Nicaragua  until  March  1  to  report 
on  the  election  process. 

Donna  Boe  of  Pocatello,  Idaho, 
was  named  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  to  the  Witness  for  Peace  contin¬ 
gent.  She  is  chairwoman  of  that 
board’s  Peace  and  World  Order 
committee. 

Traveling  on  donations  and  Wit¬ 
ness  for  Peace  funding — not  on 
church  funds — Ms.  Boe  is  to  ob¬ 
serve  campaigning  and  election  pro¬ 
cedures. 

In  March  she  is  to  give  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  social-action  board's 
annual  meeting  a  firsthand  report 
on  Nicaragua's  democratic  process. 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  Adult 
Ministries  needed  for  1600-member  church.  Mini¬ 
mum  3  years  full-time  experience,  mid  20’s  salary 
package.  Immediate  opening.  Contact:  A1  Ham¬ 
mer,  St.  John's  U.M.C.,  1800  Cypress  Gardens 
Blvd.,  Winter  Haven.  FL  33884. 


ORGANIST  NEEDED  AT  THE  Federated 

Church  of  Ashland.  MA.  Salary  negotiable.  Call 
church  secretary  at  (617)  881-1355. 9-12  weekdays. 


WANTED,  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  for  2400-member  church  in  central  Florida. 
Average  weekly  Sunday  School  attendance  of  450. 
Responsible  for  total  education  program.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Please  send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Rev.  David  T.  Brewer.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  1 126  E  Silver  Spnngs  Blvd.,  Ocala. 
FL  32670,  Telephone:  (904)  622-3244. 


MUSIC  ASSOCIATE  FOR  LARGE  downtown 

church.  Skills  required:  piano  and  organ  plus  di¬ 
recting  skills  for  children,  youth  and  bell  choirs.  Sal¬ 
ary  negotiable  beginning  at  S25.000.  Send  resume 
to:  Dr.  Boyd  Wagner.  1 320  Main  at  Clay,  Houston. 
TX  77002-6866. 


WANTED:  FULL-TIME  EDUCATION  Drector 

by  June  1.  1990.  St.  Paul's  UMC.  Las  Cruces,  New 
Mexico.  Responsible  for  recruiting,  training,  orga¬ 
nizing  and  supervising  Christian  Education  in  this 
1700-member  church.  Salary  negotiable  commen¬ 
surate  with  experience.  Send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences  to:  E  Leonard  Gillingham,  Box  6%.  Las 
Cruces,  NM  88004  Phone:  (505)  5266689.  Bv 
Apni  17,  1990. 


CAMP  POSITION  DIRECTOR/MANAGER  at 

Storm  Mountain  Center  near  Rapid  City,  South 
Dakota.  Responsible  for  operations  and  on-site 
programming.  Send  resume  by  March  9,  1990  to 
Randy  McGuire,  United  Methodist  Camps,  P.0 
Box  460,  Mitchell.  SD  57301.  (605)  996655? 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Youth  Ministries  for  850-member 
church  in  western  suburb  of  Chicago.  Available 
June  1st.  For  further  information  contact:  Staff- 
Parish  Relations  Committee,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  424  Forest  Avenue,  Glen  Ellyn,  IL 
60137. 


Faith  at  work 
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The  United  Methodist 
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Faith" 

^connections 

PRISON  MINISTRY:  The  church  may 
be  the  only  institution  that  can  reform  a  system 
of  justice  that  has  perpetrated  a  “holocaust”  on 
young  men  of  color.  The  Rev.  Ed  Mullins,  chap¬ 
laincy  supervisor  for  the  New  York  prison  sys¬ 
tem.  delivered  that  message  last  month  at  a 
national  United  Methodist  chaplaincy  confer¬ 
ence.  Black  and  Hispanic  men  younger  than  30 
make  up  86  percent  of  inmates  in  New  York, 
Mr.  Mullins  said.  Officials  of  the  Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  say  they  hope  to  increase  minis¬ 
tries  to  prisoners  by  recruiting  and  training 
more  chaplains. 

RURAL  LIFE  DIRECTOR:  The  Rev 

Deborah  K.  Cronin  is  the  new  director  of  the 
£ United  Methodist  Western 
Small  Church  Rural  Life 

Center  in  Filer,  Idaho  She 
?  .  fi|  succeeds  Judith  Heath,  echo 

mmr,  resigned  to  pursue  studies 

smBS  tur  a  career  111  counseling. 

Dr  Cronin  screed  as  pastor 
■  ot  Epuorth  Christ  Llnited 
Methodist  Church  in 
Deborah  K.  Cronin  Jamestown,  N.Y.  The  cen¬ 
ter  provides  resources  and  support  for  rural 
churches  and  those  with  fewer  than  200  mem¬ 
bers  in  rural  communities. 

TELEVISION  VIEWING:  Twenty-six 
new  episodes  of  “Perspectives:  Faith  in  Our 
Time,”  produced  by  the  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  and  United  Methodist 
Communications,  start  Feb.  23  on  the  Vision 
Interfaith  Satellite  Network.  The  talk  show  uses 
“the  brain  power  and  diversity  of  experience 
and  culture  in  the  Boston  area  to  provide  us 
with  a  window  through  which  we  can  look  at  the 
world,”  said  the  Rev.  Bruno  Caliandro,  the  net¬ 
work’s  director  of  program  development. 

'50  YEARS  OF  LOVE':  As  part  of  the 
organization's  50th  anniversary  celebration,  offi¬ 
cials  at  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  hope  each  local  United  Methodist 
congregation  will  take  time  to  understand  and 
participate  in  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  of¬ 
fering  March  25.  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
gives  the  relief  committee  its  largest  source  of 
undesignated  income.  That  money  allows  the 
committee  to  respond  to  emergency  situations 
and  provide  for  hunger,  development  and  other 
programs  not  fully  funded  in  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church.  That’s  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  program  for  designated  mission  giving. 


Candlelight  vigils  gain  national  momentum 


By  DIANE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  who  helped  start  a  wave  of 
candlelight  vigils  Dec.  14  from 
the  steps  of  the  U.S.  Capitol  says 
the  movement  is  gaining  national 
momentum. 

The  movement  is  led  by  the 
Boston-based  Organization  for  a 
New  Equality  under  leadership 
of  the  Rev.  Charles  R.  Stith.  He 
is  pastor  of  Union  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  one  of  Boston’s 
oldest  and  most  respected  black 
congregations. 

The  movement  has  swept 
south  to  such  places  as  Atlanta 
and  New  Orleans,  north  to  Bos¬ 
ton  and  Philadelphia,  and  west 


to  stops  like  Topeka,  Kan,;  Den¬ 
ver;  and  Los  Angeles. 

National  news  organizations, 
such  as  “The  Christian  Science 
Monitor,"  have  identified  the 
movement’s  call  for  a  new  na¬ 
tional  commitment  to  end  racial, 
ethnic  and  religious  intolerance. 

Timing  extraordinary 

The  timing  of  the  vigils  proved 
extraordinary. 

"The  Call  for  Racial  Harmony, 
Justice  and  Equality  was  initiat¬ 
ed,"  said -Mr.  Stith,  "because  we 
saw  in  the  recent  trend  of  racial  vi¬ 
olence  and  harassment  the  possi¬ 
bility  for  a  progression  of  the  kind 
of  racist  terrorism  that  the  recent 
[mail]  bombings  represent.” 

In  December,  letter  bombs 


killed  a  federal  judge  in  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.,  and  a  black  attorney 
in  Savannah,  Ga.  Explosives 
were  also  mailed  to  a  branch  of 
the  National  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Colored  People, 
though  no  injuries  were  sus¬ 
tained.  The  bombings  were 
thought  to  be  rgcially  motivated. 

In  Boston,  the  Charles  Stuart 
murder  case  inflamed  racial  ten¬ 
sions  when  police,  allegedly  in¬ 
discriminately  and  without 
evidence  or  provocation,  de¬ 
tained  and  frisked  several  hun¬ 
dred  black  men. 

Mr.  Stuart  later  committed 
suicide  after  being  implicated  in 
his  wife’s  shooting  death  (see 
UMR.  Jan.  19). 

The  vigils  are  simple  and  sym¬ 


bolic  in  concept,  Mr.  Stith  said. 
Those  attending  are  asked  to  sign 
a  pledge  to  advocate  racial  har¬ 
mony  and  reject  racially  divisive 
political  leadership,  among  other 
things.  They  are  asked  to  wear  a 
button  that  testifies  to  their  pub¬ 
lic  support  of  "the  Call.” 

Thousands  respond 

Thousands  across  the  nation 
did  so. 

Mr.  Stith  said  the  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  a  New  Equality  is  “a  pol¬ 
icy-driven  group.” 

“That  is,  we  have  a  national 
board  of  leaders  who  make  deci¬ 
sions  about  policies  and  identify 
the  appropriate  people  to  pull  to¬ 
gether,”  he  said. 

For  each  vigil  site,  he  said,  dis¬ 
tinguished  chairpeople  were  se¬ 
lected  to  organize  the  event. 

“The  Christian  Science  Moni¬ 


tor”  said  this  board  of  leaders 
and  site  chairpeople  “reads  like  a 
Who’s  Who  of  national  civil- 
rights,  church,  business,  govern¬ 
ment  and  academic  leaders.” 

Leading  United  Methodists  in 
this  group  include  the  Rev.  Kir- 
byjon  H.  Caldwell  in  Houston; 
the  Rev.  Emmanuel  Cleaver  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  and  the  Rev. 
Joseph  E.  Lowery  in  Atlanta.  Dr. 
Lowery  is  also  national  president 
of  the  Southern  Christian  Lead¬ 
ership  Conference. 

"The  thing  we  feel  really  good 
about,”  Mr.  Stith  told  the  Re¬ 
porter,  “is  that  this  movement 
has  developed  a  life  of  its  own. 

“We  will  continue  to  work  to 
organize  a  response  to  all  forms 
of  racial  violence  from  ordinary 
citizens  as  well  as  from  political 
leaders  at  the  highest  levels.” 


Boston  pastor  catapults 
to  national  prominence 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DON  SMALL 

BOSTON— The  Rev.  Charles  Stith  outlines  plans  for  candlelight  vigils  across  the  nation  during  a 
news  conference  at  the  inner-city  church  he  serves,  Union  United  Methodist.  The  anti-racism 
vigils  are  sponsored  by  the  Organization  for  a  New  Equality,  of  which  Mr.  Stith  is  president. 


The  Rev.  Charles  R.  Stith,  the 
40-year-old  pastor  of  Union 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Boston,  catapulted  into  the  na¬ 
tional  limelight  as  president  of 
the  Organization  for  a  New 
Equality. 

The  nationwide  series  of  can¬ 
dlelight  vigils  that  the  organiza¬ 
tion  created  to  promote  racial 
harmony  and  equality  garnered 
considerable  national  media  at¬ 
tention. 

Bom  in  St.  Louis,  Mr.  Stith 
graduated  from  United  Methodist- 
related  Gammon  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Atlanta  and  Harvard 
Divinity  School.  His  rise  to  nation¬ 
al  prominence  has  been  steady. 

In  1976,  he  created  Project 
Over,  which,  he  said,  helped  elect 
the  first  black  member  of  Bos¬ 
ton’s  School  Committee. 

In  1985,  “Boston  Magazine” 
recognized  him  as  “one  of  the 
faces  to  watch.”  In  1988,  he  was 
listed  in  Esquire  Magazine’s 
“Register." 

Mr.  Stith  is  often  quoted  in 


such  publications  as  “The  New 
York  Times,”  “Boston  Globe,” 
“Los  Angeles  Times’’  and 
“Time”  magazine  regarding  ra¬ 
cially  divisive  issues. 

“The  Christian  Science  Moni¬ 
tor”  says  Mr.  Stith  is  a  long-time 
friend  of  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson. 
Four  years  ago  Mr.  Jackson 
asked  Mr.  Stith  to  replace  him  as 
head  of  Operation  PUSH  (People 
United  to  Save  Humanity).  Mr. 
Stith  declined,  the  “Monitor” 
said. 

Shortly  after,  in  1985,  Mr. 
Stith  organized  O.N.E. 

Although  O.N.E.  organized  the 
vigils  to  call  attention  to  racial 
violence,  a  major  objective  of  the 
organization  is  economic  justice 
for  minorities,  Mr.  Stith  said. 

“Our  goals  are  . . .  to  foster  na¬ 
tional  and  statewide  economic 
policies  that  nurture  economic 
growth,  to  create  jobs  and  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  an  ongoing  partnership 
between  the  public  and  private 
sector,”  he  said. 

—DIANE  BALAY 
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Kids  gain  from  this  climber's  heights 


By  ROGER  DRAKE 

Shortly  before  last  Christmas, 
Kirk  Weaver  faced  the  biggest  chal¬ 
lenge  of  his  life. 

He  climbed  three  peaks  in  one  of 
the  highest  mountain  ranges  in  the 
world,  the  Andes  in  Ecuador. 

Mr.  Weaver,  director  of  develop¬ 
ment  for  United  Methodist-related 
Epworth  Children’s  Home  in  Web¬ 
ster  Groves,  Mo.,  climbed  Mount 
Rucu  Pichincha  (16.000  feet). 
Mount  Cotopaxi  (19,400  feet)  and 
Mount  Chimborazo,  the  highest 
volcano  in  the  world  at  20,561  feet. 

The  climb,  second  in  a  series  of 
“Klirrib  for  Kids”  fund-raising 
events  for  Epworth  Children's 
Home,  garnered  $70,000.  The  mon¬ 
ey  comes  from  corporate  and  indi¬ 
vidual  pledges  ranging  from  as  high 
as  $1,000  and  as  low  as  $10.  In  two 
years  the  project  has  raised 
$175,000. 

Epworth  Children’s  Home  is  a  res¬ 
idential  treatment  center  for  severely 
troubled  children  from  ages  1 1-17. 

Epworth's  children  suffer  from 
physical  and  sexual  abuse,  neglect, 
depression  and  severe  behavioral 
and  emotional  problems. 

Mr.  Weaver  has  been  climbing 
mountains  for  12  years  as  a  way  to 
combine  his  favorite  pastimes — 
mountain  climbing  and  the  children 
of  Epworth  Children’s  Home. 

"Three  years  ago,  you  wouldn’t 
have  seen  me  go  down  these  steep 
slopes,"  said  Mr.  Weaver.  “It  was  a 
very  intense  climb,  and  we  were  al¬ 
ways  on  the  edge.  We’ve  reached  a 
level  of  confidence  where  we  can  do 
this  now.” 

Mr.  Weaver  accompanied  a 
group  of  climbers  from  New  York, 
Minnesota  and  Colorado  that  he 
met  in  Ecuador  while  preparing  for 
the  ascent. 

Because  of  the  increased  danger 
of  avalanches  and  ice  crevasses  dur¬ 
ing  daylight  hours,  each  mountain 
was  climbed  at  night.  The  climb 
usually  started  at  10  p.m.  and  lasted 
14  hours. 

“Those  climbs  were  like  sprints,” 
Mr.  Weaver  said.  “We  reached 
20,000  feet  in  14  hours.  Compare 
this  altitude  gain  with  our  climb  up 
McKinley,  where  we  reached 
20,000  in  19  days.” 

Mr.  Drake  is  on  the  staff  of  Epworth 
Children's  Home. 


Kirk  Weaver  plants  the  flag  of  United  Methodist-related  Epworth 
Children's  Home  in  Webster  Groves,  Mo.,  atop  Mount  Cotopaxi,  a 
19,400-foot  active  volcano.  His  mountain  "Klimbs  for  Kids"  have 
raised  $70,000  for  the  home. 


People  called= 


Physician  repays  villagers 
of  his  native  Korea 

Dr.  Chai  Ahn,  a  pulmonary  dis¬ 
ease  specialist,  has  a  special  reason 
to  repay  the  villagers  of  his  native 
South  Korea. 

And  two  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  are  helping  him. 

When  he  was  15  years  old  and 
ready  to  enter  high  school,  Dr. 
Ahn’s  parents  couldn’t  afford  to 
send  him. 

The  Ahn  family  lived  in  a  moun¬ 
tainous,  rural  area  of  South  Korea 
where  few  people  received  an  edu¬ 
cation.  The  people  of  his  village 
raised  $143,  enough  to  send  him  to 
school.  He  was  the  first  person  in 
his  village  to  attend  high  school. 

For  the  past  12  years.  Dr.  Ahn 
has  been  repaying  the  people  of  his 
village.  Every  other  year  since  1968, 
Dr.  Ahn  has  donated  his  time  and 
expertise  to  rural  South  Korea,  es¬ 
tablishing  clinics  to  combat  tuber¬ 
culosis,  one  of  the  major 
debilitating  diseases  striking  pover¬ 
ty  areas. 

The  South  Korean  government 
recognized  Dr.  Ahn’s  work  recently. 


^United  Methodist 

He  was  awarded  the  People’s 
Award  of  Korea. 

The  programs  he  established, 
with  the  help  of  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches — Highland  Park  in 
Dallas,  where  Dr.  Ahn  is  a  member, 
and  Marvin  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Tyler,  Texas — have 
helped  virtually  eradicate  the  dis¬ 
ease  in  the  areas  of  his  missions. 

Dr.  Ahn  said  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  had  the  “greatest  in¬ 
fluence”  on  his  life.  He  attended  the 
Methodist  Missionary  Medical 
School  in  Seoul  and  became  a 
Methodist  at  that  time. 

At  the  end  of  his  first  year  in 
medical  school.  Dr.  Ahn  found  out 
he  had  tuberculosis. 

When  he  came  to  the  United 
States  to  continue  his  medical  stud¬ 
ies,  his  right  lung  had  to  be  surgical¬ 
ly  removed.  He  vowed  to  spend  the 
rest  of  his  life  fighting  the  disease. 

Dr.  Ahn  is  accompanied  on  his 
mission  trips  by  his  wife,  Sun  Tuk. 
Three  of  their  five  children  became 
physicians,  and  they,  too,  help  on 
mission  trips. 

—DIANE  BALAY 
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'Poor  Bishop' 


January  was  a  tough  month  for  Marilyn  and  me.  Broken  pipes  in  the 
Episcopal  residence  forced  us  to  itinerate  among  local  motels.  Thank 
God,  the  Conference  insurance,  and  some  dedicated  workers,  we  are 
back  home. 

I  wanted  so  much  to  become  a  bit  maudlin  and  have  the  pleasure  of 
feeling  sorry  for  myself;  heavy  schedule  plus  uprootedness  equals  high 
stress.  I  almost  succeeded  until  a  friend  reminded  me  of  portions  of  As- 
bury’s  Journal. 

Remember  the  man  who  rode  horseback  as  a  Methodist  Bishop  for 
over  fifty  years?  He  once  said,  “I  must  ride  or  die.”  Listen  to  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  his  daily  life: 

The  people,  it  must  be  confessed,  are  amongst  the  kindest 
souls  in  the  world.  But  kindness  will  not  make  a  crowded  log 
cabin,  twelve  feet  by  ten,  agreeable:  without  are  cold  and 
rain;  and  within,  six  adults,  and  as  many  children,  one  of 
which  is  all  motion;  the  dogs,  too,  must  sometimes  be  admit¬ 
ted.  On  Saturday,  at  Felix  Ernest's,  I  found  that  amongst  my 
other  trials,  /  had  taken  the  itch;  and  considering  the  filthy 
houses  and  filthy  beds  I  have  met  with,  in  coming  from  Ken¬ 
tucky  Conference,  it  is  perhaps  strange  that  I  have  not  caught 
it  twenty  times:  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  security  against 
it,  but  by  sleeping  in  a  brimstone  shirt:  —  poor  bishop! 

. . .  /  have  been  obliged  to  sleep  on  the  floor  every  night 
since  I  slept  in  the  mountains.  Yesterday  I  rode  twenty-seven 
miles,  and  to-day  thirty. 

...  At  night  we  were  poorly  provided  against  the  weather; 
the  house  was  unfinished;  and  to  make  matters  worse,  a  horse 
kicked  the  door  open,  and  I  took  a  cold,  and  had  the  tooth¬ 
ache,  with  a  high  fever. 

Somehow,  Francis  Asbury’s  description  of  life  along  the  road  makes 
my  motel  stays  more  palatable. 

I  can’t  get  much  of  a  chorus  of  sympathizers  who  say  in  concert, 
“poor  bishop.” 

I  wonder  why  is  it  that  modern  day  middle-class  Methodists  are 
more  comfortable  and  less  committed  than  our  early  counterparts? 

I  am  not  sure  God  is  going  to  affirm  the  “poor  bishop/pastor/church 
member”  responses. 

Let’s  let  father  Francis  have  the  last  word: 

/  am  willing  to  travel  and  preach  as  long  as  I  live;  and  / 
hope  I  shall  not  live  long  after  I  am  unable  to  travel. 


o. 


e~\ 


Habitat  for  Humanity  Meets  Human  Needs 


Throughout  his  term  as  President 
of  the  United  States,  Jimmy  Carter 
was  deeply  committed  to  social  jus¬ 
tice,  peace  and  basic  human  rights. 
When  he  and  his  wife,  Rosalynn, 
left  the  White  House  they  began 
searching  for  new  ways  to  continue 
working  towards  these  ideals.  As  a 
result.  Carter  found  Habitat  for  Hu¬ 
manity  International  to  be  an  orga¬ 
nization  that  provided  a  tangible 
demonstration  of  the  ideals  he  val¬ 
ued. 

Habitat  for  Humanity  is  a  non¬ 
profit,  ecumenical  Christian  hous¬ 
ing  organization  with  over  448 
affiliates  in  North  America,  Austra¬ 
lia  and  South  Africa  and  more  than 
79  sponsored  projects  in  27  devel¬ 
oping  countries.  The  purpose  of  this 


organization  is  to  make  it  possible 
for  low-income  families  to  be  able 
to  live  in  simple,  decent  homes  and 
to  eliminate  sub-standard  housing 
worldwide  by  making  decent  shel¬ 
ters  a  matter  of  conscious  and  ac¬ 
tion.  Habitat  for  Housing  has  built 
over  5,000  homes  worldwide  since 
it  began. 

Habitat  for  Humanity  was  found¬ 
ed  in  1976  by  former  Alabama  mil¬ 
lionaire/businessman  Millard  Fuller 
and  his  wife,  Linda.  Fuller,  a  law¬ 
yer,  gave  up  his  material  wealth  and 
began  Habitat  for  Humanity  with 
the  belief  that  each  of  God’s  chil¬ 
dren  deserves  a  simple,  decent  place 
to  live. 

Carter  first  learned  about  Habitat 
for  Humanity  when  two  of  his 
neighbors  decided  to  volunteer  at 
one  of  their  overseas  projects.  He 
became  increasingly  interested  in 
this  unique  ministry  through  a  Sun¬ 
day  School  class.  Carter,  after 
speaking  with  numerous  volunteers 
and  building  at  a  Habitat  project, 
agreed  to  join  the  organizations 
Board  of  Directors  and  give  more 
active  support.  Since  the  Carters  be¬ 


came  active  supporters  of  Habitat 
for  Humanity  in  1984  the  organiza¬ 
tion  has  more  than  quadrupled  in 
size,  in  1989,  Habitat  built  more 
than  2,000  homes  around  the  world 
and  volunteers  and  homeowners 
project  they  will  build  an  estimated 
3,200  homes  in  1990.  In  Louisiana, 
Habitat  for  Humanity  has  been  in¬ 
volved  with  affiliates  in  Covington, 
Baton  Rouge,  New  Orleans,  Ruston 
and  Bogalusa.  Homes  are  built  on  a 
non-profit,  no-interest  basis,  in 
partnership  with  people  in  need. 

Construction  is  a  cooperative 
venture  between  volunteers  and 
home  buyers  through  tax  deductible 
donations  of  money,  materials  and 
volunteer  labor  from  individuals 
and  corporations.  Habitat  is  able  to 
rebuild  and  rehabilitate  various 
types  of  homes.  Habitat  homeown¬ 
ers  are  required  to  invest  hundreds 
of  "sweat  equity”  hours  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  their  home  and  other 
Habitat  homes.  The  average  cost  of 
a  home  is  $30,000  in  the  United 
States  and  mortgages  are  repaid 
over  a  15-25  year  period  and  the 
money  is  deposited  in  a  revolving 


“Fund  for  Humanity”  which  sup¬ 
ports  further  house  construction  in 
the  area. 

Family  selection  committees  at 
each  Habitat  project  receive  appli¬ 
cations  and  choose  homeowners  on 
degree  of  need,  willingness  to  follow 
program  guidelines,  and  the  ability 
to  repay  the  loan.  Neither  race  nor 
religion  is  a  factor  in  choosing  fam¬ 
ilies  to  receive  Habitat  houses. 

On  one  occasion  someone  asked 
former  President  Jimmy  Carter 
why  he  and  Rosalynn  devote  so 
much  time  and  energy  to  this  pro¬ 
gram.  He  simply  said,  "Habitat  has 
successfully  removed  the  stigma  of 
charity  by  substituting  it  with  a 
sense  of  partnership.  The  people 
who  will  live  in  the  homes  work 
side-by-side  with  the  volunteers  so 
they  feel  very  much  that  they  are  on 
an  equal  level.” 

For  more  information  concerning 
this  organization  which  is  building 
houses  in  partnership  with  God’s 
people  in  need,  one  may  contact 
Habitat  for  Humanity  Internation¬ 
al,  Habitat  and  Church  Streets, 
Americus,  GA  31709. 


Sunday  School  Fairs 
Scheduled  for  Conference 


The  Sunday  School  Fairs  will 
again  be  held  in  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  this  spring.  One 
will  be  held  at  Asbury  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Lafayette  on  April 
21,  and  the  other  will  take  place  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Ruston  on  April  28. 

These  learning  experiences  cover 
a  broad  range  of  needs,  but  are  fo¬ 
cused  in  such  a  way  so  as  to  deliver 
very  specific  help  to  the  teacher/ 
leader. 

There  are  workshop  sessions  for 
pastors,  directors  of  education,  Sun¬ 
day  School  Superintendents,  Work 
area  on  Education  Chairs  and  mem¬ 
bers,  age-level  coordinators,  and  es¬ 
pecially  teachers  and  youth 
counselors.  This  is  a  good  opportu¬ 


nity  to  train  prospective  teachers 
and  leaders. 

These  Fairs  are  being  sponsored 
by  the  Conference  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship, 
Lylln  Craig,  Chairperson. 

The  cost  for  the  day  is  $15.  This 
does  not  include  lunch.  You  will 
pay  for  your  lunch  as  you  go 
through  the  line.  The  cost  for  the 
Fair  should  be  included  with  your 
registration. 

Registration  deadlines  are  April 
12  for  Lafayette  and  April  19  for 
Ruston.  Early  registration  is  urged. 
Classes  will  be  limited  in  size.  For 
further  information  contact  Larry 
Lewis,  Director  of  Education  Min¬ 
istries,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge.  LA  70802,  (504)  346-1646. 


Scouting  Workshop 


Workcamp  to  Take  Place 


A  United  Methodist  Scouting 
Workshop  will  take  place  July  19- 
25.  1990  at  the  Philmont  Training 
Center  located  in  Cimarron,  New 
Mexico. 

Conference,  district  and  local 
scouting  coordinators,  as  well  as  pas¬ 
tors,  directors  of  youth  ministry,  and 
other  scouting  leaders  are  encouraged 
to  attend  the  week  long  event. 

Topics  included  are  pastors  and 
scouting;  directors  of  youth  minis¬ 
try  and  scouting;  and  the  appropri¬ 
ate  roles  of  scouting  coordinators. 

Camping  programs  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  scout  age  boys  and  a  spe¬ 


cial  mountain  trek  is  available  for 
older  youth.  In  addition  to  learning 
how  to  better  utilize  scouting  pro¬ 
grams  within  the  local  churches, 
there  will  also  be  ample  opportunity 
to  enjoy  the  museum,  history,  tradi¬ 
tions,  and  wide  open  spaces  of 
Northern  New  Mexico. 

Exciting  programs  will  also  be 
provided  for  the  spouses  and  family 
members  of  workshop  participants. 

It  is  requested  that  registration  be 
received  before  April  15.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information  contact  Office  of 
Scouting  Ministry,  P.O.  Box  840 
Nashville,  TN  37202. 


The  Second  Jurisdiction  Wide 
Volunteers  in  Mission  Workcamp 
will  take  place  April  16-20  at 
Mount  Sequoyah. 

The  invitation  is  issued  to  all  sev¬ 
enteen  conferences  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  in  hopes  that 
each  conference  will  be  represented. 
There  will  be  no  cost  for  rooming, 
which  includes  all  linens  and  tow¬ 
els.  Meals  will  be  served  in  Gallo¬ 
way  Cafeteria.  Cost  for  meals  will 
be  $  1 6  per  person  per  day. 

Last  year,  this  event  drew  90  peo¬ 
ple  representing  14  conferences.  It 
is  hoped  this  year  that  all  confer¬ 
ences  are  represented.  Many  proj¬ 


ects  are  planned,  including 
painting,  fencing,  rockwork,  deco¬ 
rating,  carpentry,  planting  and  sew¬ 
ing.  Persons  interested  in 
participating  are  asked  to  bring  per¬ 
sonal  tools  to  assist  with  the  proj¬ 
ects. 

A  great  time  of  sharing  and  work¬ 
ing  together  to  improve  and  main¬ 
tain  the  grounds  and  buildings  at 
Mount  Sequoyah  are  expected. 
Representatives  of  each  conference 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  lead  a 
brief  devotional.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  write  to  Jack  Gentry,  Work¬ 
camp  Coordinator,  Mount 
Sequoyah,  150  NW  Skyline  Drive, 
Fayetteville.  AR  72701. 


Around  the  Conference 


March  Conference  Calendar 

2  Church  Women  United  World  Day  of  Prayer 

4  Listening  Post,  St.  Paul  Church,  Monroe,  2:30  p.m. 

4- 6  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Lake  Charles  District 

5  Listening  Post,  Winnsboro  Church,  7:00  p.m. 

5- 6  Jurisdictional  Committee  on  Diaconal  Ministry,  Dallas 

5- 7  Shepherd’s  Visit,  Lake  Charles  District 

6  Listening  Post,  Oak  Grove  Church,  7:00  p.m. 

6- 7  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting 

El  Paso,  TX 

7  Listening  Post,  Zwolle  Church,  7:00  p.m. 

8  Listening  Post,  Firs!  Church.  Bossier  City,  7:00  p.m. 

8  Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting,  Noon 

8  Baton  Rouge  District  Laity  Banquet,  Broadmoor  Church, 

Baton  Rouge,  7:00  p.m. 

9  Centenary  Church  Council  and  Church  Friends 

Campaign  Victory  Luncheon,  Alexandria  Hilton,  9:30  a.m.- 
2:00  p.m. 

9  Listening  Post,  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport,  7:00  p.m. 

10  Workshop  with  John  Westerhoff,  Lake  Charles 

1 1  Conference  Camping  Sunday 

13  Conference  C.F.A.,  Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m. 

14- 16  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 

15- 17  Church  Women  United  State  Assembly,  Baton  Rouge 
15  Jurisdictional  Committee  on  Communications,  LeBaron 

Hotel,  Dallas,  TX 

15  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  Board  of  Directors 

16- 17  Cabinet  Retreat  with  Ethnic  Pastors,  Gulfside  Assembly 
17  CCYM  Meeting,  Nolley  Church,  Jena.  9:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
20  Annual  Conference  Worship  Committee,  Headquarters 

Building,  9:00  a.m. 

20-22  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 

24  Acadiana  District  Laity  Banquet,  First  Church,  Franklin, 

Noon 

24- 25  Conference  Single’s  Seminar,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

25  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

25  Listening  Post,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  2:30  p.m. 

25- 27  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  New  Orleans  District 

26  Listening  Post,  First  Church,  Plaquemine,  7:00  p.m. 

27  Listening  Post,  First  Church,  Zachary,  7:00  p.m. 

27-29  Seventh  Annual  Consultation  on  Town  &  Country 

Ministries,  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology,  Kansas  City,  MO 

28  Listening  Post,  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion,  Slidell,  7:00  p.m. 

29  Listening  Post,  First  Church,  Hammond,  7:00  p.m. 

30  Conference  Clergy  Golf  Tourney,  Alexandria  Country  Club 

31  Shreveport  District  Children’s  Rally  &  Parenting  Seminar, 

Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport,  1:00-4:00  p.m. 


March  6  Cameron 
March  8  Abbeville 
March  12  Berwick 
March  13  Houma 
March  15  Belle  Chase 


SPECIAL  FAMILY  —  The  Randy  Greer  family,  members  of  Pelican 
UMC,  were  honored  recently  as  the  1989  DeSoto  Parish  Great 
American  Family.  This  award  is  sponsored  by  the  DeSoto  Parish 
Homemakers  Council.  Randy  is  on  the  board  of  trustees  of  Pelican, 
and  Jan  is  the  teacher  for  the  youth  Sunday  School  class,  as  well  as 
co-pianist.  They  are  shown  with  their  children  (ennifer  and  Joshua, 
and  with  DeSoto  Parish  Home  Economist  Beverly  Bruce. 


VISIT  CONFERENCE  OFFICE  —  Pictured  are  Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  George  Calvin  and  Rev.  Leon  Boggs  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Baker  with  Dr.  Floyd  ).  Wingfield  Jr.  (center)  of  Calva- 
ry  UMC  in  Virginia.  Dr.  Wingfield  visited  the  Conference  Office 
whde  in  town  for  a  revival  service  he  led  which  took  place  at  First 
Church,  Baker. 


Wetlands  Forums 

The  Louisiana  Coastal  Wetlands  Interfaith  Stewardship  Plan  and  Coali¬ 
tion  to  Restore  Coastal  Louisiana  will  be  sponsoring  a  series  of  Forums  in 
the  following  places: 

Wakefield  United  Methodist  Church 
Abbeville  United  Methodist  Church 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
First  United  Methodist  Church 

Ti  LoUisiana  ^as  developed  a  comprehensive  plan  for  our  wet¬ 

lands.  This  plan  will  be  presented  during  the  Forums  with  emphasis  on  the 
projects  for  each  area. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
1987  passed  a  resolution  to  inform  and  encourage  people  to  become  in¬ 
volved  with  Protection,  Restoration,  and  Enhancement  of  Louisiana's 
Coastal  Wetlands. 

It  is  very  important  that  United  Methodists  become  informed  about  the 
wetlands  program,  as  we  endeavor  to  restore,  protect,  and  enhance  Louisi¬ 
ana's  coastal  wetlands.  These  Forums  will  be  presenting  the  State's  Com¬ 
prehensive  Plan  of  Action.  The  results  of  which  will  affect  for  years  to 
come  the  lives  of  the  people  of  Louisiana. 
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Faith  forum 


Editorials: 


The  message  is  the  message 


Does  the  familiar  claim  “the  me¬ 
dium  is  the  message"  provide  a 
needed  warning  for  churches  intent 
on  attracting  new  members? 

We  believe  it  does. 

A  major  daily  newspaper  recently 
published  an  article  on  how  to  en¬ 
tice  "baby  boomers"  to  church. 
Similar  articles  are  appearing  in 
many  secular  publications. 

Typical  of  advice  in  such  articles 
is:  "Offer  lots  of  programs.  Promote 
self-fulfillment,  and  make  low-pres¬ 
sure  appeals  for  money." 

,  Such  advice  is  at  the  same  time 
both  encouraging  and  frightening. 

It's  encouraging  that  some  secular 
publications  are  taking  note  of  new 
interest  in  religion  among  the 
'"baby-boomer  generation,”  that  is, 
those  born  from  1946  to  1964. 

'  However  superficial,  such  attention 
offers  tacit  recognition  that  a  broad 
and  largely  "unchurched"  segment  of 
our  society  has  spiritual  needs  that 
need  to  be  met  through  the  church. 

We  feel  discomfort,  however, 
when  the  medium  and  the  message 
become  confused.  If  secular  activi¬ 
ties  are  to  meet  spiritual  needs  (“the 
medium"),  how  can  we  expect  to 
promote  basic  biblical  truth  and 
values  (“the  message")? 

How  is  the  church’s  mission 
served  if  people  are  drawn  into  the 
church  to  be  involved  only  in  activ¬ 


ities  that  are  indistinguishable  from 
those  of  groups  outside  the  church? 

By  contrast,  an  approach  advocated 
by  our  church’s  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship — "Reaching  for  the  Baby 
Boomers" — offers  advice  nearly  identi¬ 
cal  to  that  appearing  in  newspaper  arti¬ 
cles  but  with  a  crucial  difference: 

The  Discipleship  approach  consis¬ 
tently  and  explicitly  maintains  a  tie 
between  its  methods  for  drawing  peo¬ 
ple  into  the  church  and  its  motivation 
for  doing  so,  namely,  to  incorporate 
them  into  the  family  of  faith  and  to 
help  them  grow  toward  maturity  as 
followers  of  Christ. 

That  process  may  well  involve  a 
variety  of  activities  that  meet  indi¬ 
vidual  human  needs.  But  it  also 
stretches  us  to  think  of  others  as 
well  as  ourselves  and  to  invest  a 
generous  pan  of  our  time  and  finan¬ 
cial  resources  in  doing  God’s  work. 

As  Christians,  we  need  to  recall  that 
the  message  is  the  message  and  that 
the  medium  is  our  means  of  sharing  it! 
How  we  witness  to  our  faith  and 
why  we  seek  to  witness  to  God’s 
truth  and  love  are  both  important. 

What  is  our  congregation  doing  to 
invite  people  into,  and  keep  them  in¬ 
volved  in,  the  community  of  faith? 

Is  our  “medium” — our  organiza¬ 
tion,  programs  and  classes — pointing 
beyond  itself  to  a  joyous,  living  faith 
that  awaits  those  who  answer  Christ’s 
call? 


Goal:  Mature  Christian  disciples 


Recent  survey  findings  under- 
•score  the  importance  of  attracting 
.new  people  into  the  church  building 
and  integrating  them  into  a  commu¬ 
nity  of  faith  (see  editorial  above). 

The  survey,  titled  “Effective 
Christian  Education:  A  National 
Study  of  Protestant  Congrega¬ 
tions,"  was  conducted  by  the  Search 
■Institute  of  Minneapolis. 

Among  other  things,  it  found  that 
only  one-third  of  the  10,000  people 
interviewed,  including  many  United 
Methodists,  have  a  mature,  “inte¬ 
grated  faith"— that  is,  they  attempt 
actually  to  practice  what  they  say 
they  believe. 

v  -  According  to  Search  Institute  presi- 
1  dent  Peter  Benson,  the  survey  reveals 
;  “evidence  of  great  hesitance  to  con¬ 
nect  one’s  faith  to  one’s  community, 
work  or  politics"  and  shows  “that 
many  adults  hold  a  private  faith.” 

These  findings  are  not  particular¬ 
ly  surprising. 

The  impact,  even  on  professing 
Christians,  of  our  culture’s  drift  to¬ 
ward  worldly,  “me-first”  values  is 
well-documented.  See  sociologist 


Robert  Bellah’s  acclaimed  study, 
"Habits  of  the  Heart”  for  another 
example. 

The  Search  Institute  study  offers 
a  needed  reminder  that  the  church 
is  engaged  in  an  uphill  battle  for  the 
hearts,  minds  and  talents  of  people, 
including  many  who  identify  them¬ 
selves  as  Christians. 

Hence,  while  church  involvement  is 
vitally  important,  we  dare  not  assume 
that  merely  attending  church  results 
in  a  transformation  from  our  self-cen¬ 
tered  lives  into  Christ-centered  lives. 

Needed  in  addition  is  constant  at¬ 
tention  to  how — and  if — our  meth¬ 
ods  and  our  message  as  the 
community  of  faith  are  promoting 
the  desired  goal:  the  development 
of  mature,  Christian  disciples. 

Everything  we  do  as  the  church — 
from  holy  communion  to  car¬ 
washes — should  point  to  that  goal, 
implicitly  if  not  always  explicitly. 

One  traditional  but  now  underused 
way  to  remind  ourselves  of  that  focus: 
Begin  and  end  every  such  occasion 
with  heartfelt  prayers  of  thanksgiving 
and  intercession  to  God. 


Here  I  Stand 


We  must  lead  efforts  to  save  environment 


By  MELVIN  E.  WEST 

The  church  should  take  the 
lead  in  the  environmental  decade 
of  the  1990s. 

Historically,  the  institutional 
church  has  always  been  a  “John- 
ny-come-lately”  on  most  impor¬ 
tant  social  issues.  We  wait  until 
an  issue  is  full-blown  and  gener¬ 
ally  accepted  by  society,  then  we 
jump  aboard. 

There  will  have  been,  of  course, 
a  small  minority  of  “scouts”  who 
will  have  been  nagging  the  church 
to  take  the  issues  seriously. 

News  organizations  have  la¬ 
beled  the  1990s  the  “Decade  of 
the  Environment.”  There  is  still 
time  for  the  church  to  embrace 
this  issue  and  give  meaningful 
leadership. 

Some  suggested  actions 

Suggested  actions: 

1.  The  church  must  communi¬ 
cate  the  facts  to  all  its  member- 


A 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  ex¬ 
press  opinions 
and  concerns 
about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Melvin 
E.  West  is  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ■ 
minister  serving  as  a  consultant  with 
Church  Mission  and  Church  Plan¬ 
ning  in  Columbia,  Mo.  He  is  a  retired 
member  of  the  Missouri  West  con¬ 
ference. 

ship.  Here  are  a  few  critical  ones: 

■  We  human  beings  are  con¬ 
suming  resources  at  a  rate  that 
cannot  be  sustained. 

■  We  are  interrupting  many 
natural  cycles. 

■  We  are  irresponsibly  modi¬ 
fying  the  environment  through 
consumption  and  pollution. 

■  We  are  overpopulating  the 
Earth  at  a  rate  that  must  not  be 


maintained. 

■  We  are  allowing  our  socio¬ 
economic  and  political  processes 
to  place  control  of  the  Earth  and 
its  resources  into  the  hands  of 
fewer  and  more  powerful  forces. 

2.  The  church  must  communi¬ 
cate  a  biblical  theology  of  Earth- 
care. 

An  excellent  and  clear  environ¬ 
mental  theology,  solidly  biblical, 
has  been  developed  by  the 
“scouts”  of  the  church  (see  relat¬ 
ed  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 
This  theology  needs  to  be  widely 
published  and  preached. 

Re-learning  required 

This  theology  will  require 
some  re-learning  on  the  part  of 
many.  We  have  given  much  de¬ 
bate  to  creationists  vs.  evolution¬ 
ists  but  have  given  little  thought 
to  Earth-care.  We  have  focused 
on  personal  salvation  to  the  ne¬ 
glect  of  the  salvation  of  society 
and  the  environment.  Our  focus 


Scouts  of  the  church  have  developed  a  biblically  solid  environmental  theology. 

FaithLine 

This  week's  writer  of  "Here  I  Stand"  calls  for  the  church  to  take  the  lead  in  promoting  concern 
for  the  environment  (see  above).  Do  you  agree?  Why  or  why  not?  Tell  us  your  views  by  record¬ 
ing  a  45-second  message  (maximum)  on  the  Reporter's  FaithLine  answering  machine. 

Call  (214)  630-6499. 


has  been  on  theology,  institution¬ 
al  maintenance  and  dogma,  rath¬ 
er  than  faithfulness  to  God’s 
covenant  with  us. 

3.  There  must  be  confession. 

The  environmental  crisis  is  an 

outward  manifestation  of  a  crisis 
of  mind  and  spirit.  The  crisis  is 
concerned  with  the  kind  of  crea¬ 
tures  we  are  and  what  we  must  do 
to  survive.  We  must  confess  our 
arrogance,  ignorance  and  greed. 

In  the  Garden  of  Eden,  God 
reminded  us  that  we  are  not  the 
creators  and  sustainers  of  the 
Earth,  that  there  is  knowledge  we 
cannot  assume  without  damage 
to  ourselves  and  all  generations. 

Yet  Christian  arrogance  has  be¬ 
come  prevalent.  We  believe  we 
really  know  how  the  Earth  works 
and  that  our  science  can  cure  all  its 
ills.  Not  so! 

4.  There  must  be  action. 

In  the  movie,  “Pale  Rider,” 
Clint  Eastwood  said,  "Spiritual 
ain’t  worth  spit  without  sweat.” 

Exciting  things  can  happen 

One  characteristic  of  United 
Methodists  seems  to  be  enduring. 
Once  they  really  embrace  a  prob¬ 
lem,  once  they  see  the  need  and  af¬ 
firm  it,  they  will  find  creative  and 
effective  ways  to  respond.  Exciting 
things  can  happen  across  our  land 
as  we  become  a  real  part  of  the  en¬ 
vironmental  decade. 

■  Every  congregation  can  be¬ 
come  a  recycling  center,  with  the 
bringing  of  recyclables  as  a  part 
of  each  Sunday’s  worship. 

■  Every  member  can  commit 
himself  or  herself  to  enabling  the 
planting  of  a  tree  someplace  in 
the  world.  Nine  million  trees  a 
year  are  needed. 

■  Changes  of  lifestyle  can 
come  to  individuals  and  families. 
We  can  lower  our  overall  person¬ 
al  consumption.  We  can  choose 
products  that  are  durable,  easy  to 
repair,  non-polluting,  energy  effi¬ 
cient,  functional  and  aesthetic. 

We  can  choose  foods  that  are 
healthy,  simple  and  appropriate 
for  sustaining  the  inhabitants  of 
this  small  planet. 

We  can  reduce  undue  clutter 
and  complexity  in  our  lives. 

And  we  can  develop  personal 
skills  that  contribute  to  a  greater 
self-reliance. 

Our  church’s  great  connection- 
al  system  can  and  should  be  used 
within  the  political  processes  of 
society  to  affirm  and  support  our 
concern  for  proper  Earth-care. 


Letters  to  the  Editor = 


Are  foes  of  dual  membership  stuck  in  a  'club  mentality'? 

Resistance  to  the  Rev.  William  R,  of  one  “Christian  etnh  ”  he/ct,e  mne  t  i, —  - ,  ...  ......  » 


Resistance  to  the  Rev.  William  R. 
Farmer's  decision  to  have  dual  mem¬ 
bership  in  both  the  United  Methodist 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  churches  in¬ 
dicates  only  that  some  people  in  both 
churches  are  stuck  in  a  “club  mental¬ 
ly"  understanding  of  church  mem¬ 
bership  (see  UMR,  Feb.  2). 

Namely,  if  someone  is  a  member 


of  one  “Christian  club,”  he/she  must 
remove  his/her  membership  from 
one  “club"  to  join  another  “club.” 

We  know  better  than  that,  don’t 
we?  Through  the  ministry  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  we  are  baptized  into  the 
body  of  Christ  according  to  1  Co¬ 
rinthians  12:13. 


Faithfully  yours = 


I  once  heard  an  evangelist  de¬ 
scribe  himself  as  a  “Methobapti- 
cathopresbypenteevationist.” 

Three  cheers  for  Dr.  Farmer  for 
his  willingness  to  shake  up  us  crusty 
old  Christians! 

Richard  H.  Petersen 
Scarborough,  Maine 


He's  no  longer  a  UM 

Regarding  the  Rev.  William  R. 
Farmer’s  decision  to  join  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  (see  UMR,  Feb.  9): 

This  is  America,  and  Dr.  Farmer 
has  the  right  to  make  that  decision. 
But  in  so  doing  he  gave  up  his  right 
to  be  called  a  United  Methodist. 


Barbers,  berries  and  the  basis  of  true  wisdom 


Occasionally  I  bump  up  against 
someone  who  shares  wisdom  with 
me.  Real  wisdom, 

I  mean. 

That  experience 
often  triggers  a 
memory  of  anoth¬ 
er  wisdom-filled 
encounter.  Such 
was  a  recent  case 
when  I  went  for  a 
taircut. 

The  barber  and  I  quickly  arrived 
at  an  understanding:  Neither  of  us 
s  from  here — meaning  Dallas. 


Don  Donato 


From  my  accent  he  knew  that  I 
was  not  a  Texan,  and  from  his  ac¬ 
cent  I  knew  he  was  not  a  longtime 
American.  We  established  that  he 
was  here  to  be  out  of  Vietnam  and 
that  I  was  here  to  be  a  writer  and 
editor  for  a  religious  newspaper. 

The  religion  part  of  my  job 
spurred  Paul  Pham  to  share  some  of 
his  theology. 

As  he  talked,  I  was  reminded  of  a 
passage  in  a  now-out-of-print  little 
book,  “Raspberry  Kingdom,”  written 
by  the  mother-in-law  of  a  friend.  The 
book  tells  about  “Spirit  lessons”  that 


the  author,  Renee  Hermanson, 
learned  by  reluctantly  going  into  rasp¬ 
berry  brambles  to  pick  fruit. 

She  went  because  she  wanted  ber¬ 
ries.  She  went  back  because  she  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  natural  peace  of  the 
berry  patch  was  good  for  the  soul. 

My  barber,  Mr.  Pham,  said  he 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1982 
to  find  the  fulfillment  of  the  much- 
coveted  American  lifestyle. 

Yet,  he  said  that  in  striving  for 
the  American  dream,  “I  found  out 
something.  Life  is  not  about  materi¬ 
al  things. 
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“When  1  came  to  this  wonderful 
country  from  Vietnam,  I  wanted  to 
have  two  cars  and  televisions  and 
all  of  everything.  But  now  I  know  to 
have  that  is  too  hard.  To  have  that 
is  to  lose  who  you  are  just  to  have 
material  things.” 

The  man  smiled  and  said,  “I  have 
been  blessed  to  find  out  that  to  have 
one  car,  one  home,  one  wife,  one 
child — this  is  enough.  I  work  hard 
for  these  things,  and  to  have  them  is 
wonderful.” 

Mr.  Pham  added,  “It  is  enough.  1 
am  a  happy  man.  I  am  satisfied.” 

Paul  Pham,  meet  Renee  Herman¬ 
son.  I  think  each  have  found  wis¬ 
dom — but  on  different  roads. 

Wisdom  is  knowing  when  “it  is 
enough.”  Wisdom  also  is  knowing 
that  the  time  for  gathering  breakfast 
raspberries  is  also  a  good  time  to 
visit  alone  with  God. 

These  ought  not  be  surprising  dis¬ 
coveries.  Scripture  tells  us  that 
“wisdom  is  better  than  jewels;  and 
all  desirable  things  cannot  compare 
with  her”  (Proverbs  8:1 1). 

DON  DONATO 

Mr.  Donato  is  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


When  we  join  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  we  promise  to  be 
faithful  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  our  prayers,  attendance 
and  gifts.  “Faithful”  means  loyalty 
to  one  church. 

Let’s  love  Dr.  Farmer  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian — and  an  ex-United  Methodist. 
Eleanore  Parsons 
Collingdale,  Pennsylvania 

Bishop's  remark  alarming 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May’s  remark 
that  Mayor  Marion  Barry  of  Wash¬ 
ington  is  irihocent  until  proved  guilty 
is  alarming  (see  UMR,  Feb.  2). 

If  the  news  reports  that  the  mayor 
tested  positive  to  three  different 
drug  tests  are  true,  then  the  mayor 
is  guilty  of  using  drugs.  It  is  the 
business  of  the  courts  to  determine 
the  legality  of  his  arrest. 

Bishop  May  should  be  concerned 
with-  the  moral,  ethical  and  religious 
aspects  of  the  drug  problem.  He  must 
be  compassionate,  objective,  and  nei¬ 
ther  partial  nor  prejudiced  and  blind 
to  position  and  personality. 

Unless  he  is  able  to  do  that.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  wast¬ 


ing  money  on  his  mission. 

Esther  M.  Sleight 
Ridgely,  Maryland 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Do  not  be  conformed  to  this 
world,  but  be  transformed  by  the  re¬ 
newal  of  your  mind,  that  you  may 
prove  what  is  the  will  of  God,  what 
is  good  and  acceptable  and  per¬ 
fect.”  (R$V) 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Matthew’  9:13) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  5 

Monday:  Psalms  1 30 
Tuesday:  Genesis  2:4b-9 
Wednesday:  Genesis  2: 15-17,  25 
Thursday:  Genesis  3:1-7 
Friday:  Matthew  4: 1-1 1 
Saturday:  Romans  5:1-14 
Sunday:  Romans  5:15-21 


GETTING  RID  OF  STYROFOAM 
IS  NOT  ENOUGH! 

Astronomer  Carl  Sagan  says:  "We  are  close  to  committing  Crimes  against  Creation." 
So  huge  are  they  that  scientists  and  the  religious  community  must  work  together 
to  save  the  Earth.  History  shows  religious  teaching,  example  and  leadership  can  in¬ 
fluence  personal  conduct  and  commitment. 

Announcing  a  national  Christian  conference  on 

BUILDING  THE  EARTH  COMMUNITY 
Riverside  Church,  New  York  City,  May  3-5,  1990 

Speakers  include: 

•  Rev.  Cain  Felder,  professor  of  New  Testament,  Howard  University  Divinity 
School,  author  of  Troublinq  Biblical  Waters 

•  Fr.  Thomas  Berry,  Passionist  priest,  exponent  of  The  New  Cosmology.  Join  in 

forging  a. new  theology  recognizing  the  whole  Creation.  Learn  practical  applica¬ 
tions  for  churches  and  individuals.  Registration  $50,  seniors  $25. 

For  details  write:  Rev.  Erik  Kolbell,  Riverside  Church,  490  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  N.Y,  10027  (212)  222-5900 
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watch 


TV  REPORTS  ON  BORDER:  Aspe- 

cial  report  on  alleged  abuse  of  refugees  along  the 
U.S.-Mexico  border  will  be  shown  on  “Catch 
the  Spirit,”  the  United  Methodist  television 
magazine  show,  during  the  week  of  March  1 1. 
The  30-minute  special,  written  and  produced  by 
Nancy  Montoya  and  hosted  by  Hilly  Hicks, 
calls  attention  to  the  more  than  500  document¬ 
ed  cases  of  abuse  by  both  U.S.  and  Mexican 
border  guards  and  profiles  groups  trying  to  ease 
the  problem.  It  also  mentions  the  frustrations  of 
the  border  guards  themselves,  especially  those 
who  deplore  the  violence. 


MEDIA  BLITZ:  Billboards,  bumper 
stickers,  TV  ads,  Spanish  and  English  radio 
spots  and  ads  in  “Time”  magazine  are  being 
used  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  to  advertise  revivals  around  the  country 
March  18-April  29.  Eighty  percent  of  the  con¬ 
vention’s  37,000  churches  plan  to  participate, 
said  Richard  Harris,  director  of  mass  evange¬ 
lism  at  the  Home  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta. 


DUAL  FIRSTS  SET:  The  Rev.  Yvonne 
V.  Delk  has  been  named  executive  director  of 
the  108-year-old  Communi- 
_  ty  Renewal  Society  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  succeeding  Dr.  Paul 
Sherry,  now  president  of 
the  United  Church  of 
Christ.  Dr.  Delk,  a  native  of 
Norfolk,  Va.,  will  be  the 
first  woman  and  the  first 
black  to  hold  the  top  posi¬ 
tion  for  the  race  and  pover¬ 
ty  urban  mission  organization.  Dr.  Delk,  50,  in 
1974  was  the  first  black  woman  ordained  in  the 
United  Church  of  Christ  and  heads  the  UCC’s 
Office  of  Church  in  Society.  Dr.  Delk  is  the 
North  American  Protestant  representative  on 
the  executive  committee  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches’  Program  to  Combat  Racism. 


Yvonne  V.  Delk 


HISPANIC  IS  ELECTED:  Dr  Gii- 

berto  Cardona,  who  directs  clinical  services  for 
the  U.S.  Public  Health  Service  in  the  New  York 
region,  is  the  first  Hispanic  lay  person  elected  to 
the  top  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  presiding 
office  in  New  York  City.  The  55-year-old  physi¬ 
cian  and  Puerto  Rico  native  was  installed  re¬ 
cently  as  moderator  for  the  Presbytery  of  New 
York  City.  For  one  year  he  will  be  head  of  1 10 
congregations,  including  15  Spanish  language 
churches,  with  24,000  members. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  wire  reports 


UM  congregation  links  with  AIDS  project 

Corporation  created  to  build  multimillion  dollar  sanctuary ,  service  center 


By  CHARLES  LERRIGO 

SAN  FRANCISCO— A  pre¬ 
dominantly  heterosexual  United 
Methodist  congregation  whose 
facilities  were  torched  a  decade 
ago  for  alleged  openness  to  ho¬ 
mosexuals  is  joining  hands  with 
creators  of  the  nation’s  most  visi¬ 
ble  reminder  of  the  AIDS  epi¬ 
demic — a  gigantic  and  growing 
quilt. 

The  agreement  between  the 
204-member  congregation  of 
Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Francisco  and  the 
Names  Project  creates  a  corpora¬ 
tion  to  construct  a  sanctuary  and 
multiservice  center  estimated  to 
cost  $5  million  to  $10  million. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

The  unprecedented  involve¬ 
ment  of  church  leaders  in  the  re¬ 
cently  ended  United  Mine 
Workers’  strike  against  the  Pitt- 
ston  Coal  Group  was  “worth  it,” 
according  to  United  Methodist 
Bishop  William  Boyd  Grove 
(West  Virginia  Area). 

Some  1,900  striking  union 
members  ratified  an  agreement 
last  week  by  a  2-to-l  margin  to 
end  the  10-month  strike. 

Bishop  Grove  was  among  some 
300  church  leaders,  including  18 
United  Methodist  bishops,  who 
signed  a  200-word  statement  last 
fall  supporting  the  Mine  Workers. 
“The  support  of  religious  leaders 
all  over  the  country  gave  strength 
to  the  coal  miners  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies  and  enabled  them  to  hold 
steady  throughout  a  long  period 
of  suffering,”  Bishop  Grove  said 
last  week. 

The  West  Virginia  episcopal 
leader  earlier  characterized  the ' 


The  facility  is  to  be  the  wor¬ 
ship  and  mission  home  of  the 
congregation  and  house  the  17 
tons  of  the  Names  Project  quilt. 
Further,  the  five-  or  six-stoiy 
structure  is  to  be  home  for  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  direct  services  to  people 
living  with  acquired  immune  de¬ 
ficiency  syndrome. 

The  Rev.  Paul  R.  Dirdak, 
Trinity’s  pastor,  said  the  congre¬ 
gation  would  contribute  its 
$300,000  building  fund  toward 
construction,  along  with  the  land 
on  which  the  facility  is  to  be 
built. 

The  Names  Project,  based  in 
San  Francisco,  is  to  conduct  a 
national  fund  drive  to  raise  the 


Pittston-Mine  Workers  conflict  as 
"an  incredibly  clear  instance  of  a 
company  that’s  irresponsible,  of 
an  outlaw  company  in  terms  of  la¬ 
bor  relations”  (see  UMR.  Jan.  1 9). 

Union  leaders  called  for  the 
strike  in  April  following  the 
breakdown  of  contract  negotia¬ 
tions  and  the  termination  by 
Pittston  of  health  and  retirement 
benefits  for  eligible  workers. 

The  Rev.  James  S.  Sessions, . 
chief  executive  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  in  Appalachia, 
based  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  af¬ 
firmed  the  strike-ending  agree¬ 
ment.  He  called  it  a  “very 
improved  contract”  for  miners. 

According  to  a  summary  in 
“The  New  York  Times,”  the  new 
contract  includes  pay  raises,  100 
percent  medical  coverage  for 
miners  and  their  families,  full 
restoration  of  terminated  pen¬ 
sion  benefits,  and  provisions  re¬ 
garding  job  security.  Pittston 
gained  concessions  in  work 
scheduling,  including  non-day- 
time  work  on  Sunday. 


bulk  of  the  money  for  the  build¬ 
ing. 

The  facility  is  expected  to  open 
in  1993. 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San 
Francisco  Area)  praised  the  joint 
agreement,  saying,  “We  decided 
it  was  not  appropriate  to  spend 
(church  development)  resources 
simply  for  serving  a  few  people.” 

San  Francisco  Mayor  Art  Ag- 
nos  also  lauded  the  effort.  He 
noted  that  it  would  gather  into 
one  plaee  AIDS-related  services 
now  scattered  around  the  city. 

“This  is  not  a  gay  or  lesbian 
church  but  a  straight  congrega¬ 
tion  that  recognizes  what  it  is  to 
be  in  mission,”  the  mayor  said  at 
a  news  conference  announcing 


the  plan. 

Cleve  Jones,  founder  of  the 
Names  Project,  said,  “We  are 
working  to  cross  the  lines  that 
have  divided  us  for  so  long 

“AIDS  is  a  virus  that  does  not 
respect  walls  of  racism,  religion, 
ideology  and  culture  that  divide 
us.  If  we  are  to  defeat  the  virus, 
we  must  also  be  willing  to  tear 
down  those  walls.” 

Mr.  Dirdak  said  that  comple¬ 
tion  of  the  joint  project  would  re¬ 
sult  in  an  “85-percent  change”  in 
the  makeup  of  his  congregation. 

On  most  Sundays,  about  25 
people  attend  worship  services  at 
Trinity. 

“I  want  to  start  celebrating  the 
Eucharist  weekly  and  having 


healing  services  with  anointing 
with  oil,"  Mr.  Dirdak  said.  “That 
is  something  people  with  AIDS 
understand.” 

Asked  whether  the  congrega¬ 
tion  would  feel  “at  home"  shar¬ 
ing  its  facility  with  the  large 
number  of  gays  and  lesbians  who 
live  in  the  area,  Mr.  Dirdak  re¬ 
sponded,  “A  church  that  is  being 
used  appropriately  in  the  com¬ 
munity  is  a  church  at  home.” 

The  Rev.  Charles  A.  Lerrigo  is 
editor  of  the  California- N e va d a 
conference  edition  of  the  United 
Methodist  Review,  the  Reporter's 
sister  publication.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  and  Religious 
News  Service  contributed  to  this 
report. 

Color  book 
ties  healthA 
spirituality 

“I  would  like  for  people  to 
know  that  God  is  a  loving,  heal¬ 
ing,  caring  God,"  the  Rev.  John 
1.  Penn  told  the  Peninsula  con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  Reporter 
recently. 

“And  the  way  we  experience 
this  is  to  be  open  to  God’s  heal¬ 
ing  grace.” 

To  help  people  understand 
spiritual  healing,  Mr.  Penn  wrote 
and  produced  a  coloring  book, 
“About  Caring  and  Healing,” 
and  a  15-page  illustrated  booklet, 
“What  Everyone  Should  Know 
About  Healing.” 

Spiritual  healing  has  interested 
Mr.  Penn,  associate  pastor  of  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Wilmington,  Del.,  for  many 
years.  He  said  he  decided  to 
write  the  books  when  he  was  un¬ 
able  to  find  illustrated,  readable 
literature  on  the  subject. 

An  artist  parishioner,  Emily 
Tarpley,  produced  the  drawings. 


Pittston  strike  ends , 
church  role  affirmed 


Healing  reminds  us  that: 


Color  all  of  the  pictures  in  your  favorite  colors. 


Bishops  urge  President  Bush 
to  give  Panama  financial  aid 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  is  appealing  to  the  U.S. 
government  for  immediate  and  gen¬ 
erous  financial  aid  to  Panama. 

The  council’s  executive  commit¬ 
tee  recently  voted  to  make  the  ap¬ 
peal  via  letters  to  President  Bush, 
Vice  President  Dan  Quayle,  U.S. 
Secretary  of  State  James  A.  Baker 
HI  and  four  congressional  leaders. 

The  letters  are  based  on  observa¬ 
tions  by  Bishop  J.  Lloyd  Knox  (Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  Area)  following  a 


Front  Royal,  VA  22630 
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1  Concerned  About 
jThe  Condition 
Of  The  Stained  Glass 
Wood,  Mortar,  Stone 
J  Or  Slate? 

Do  you  need  someone  you 
can  truly  trust?  Do 
.  need  a  Craftsman? 

Call  for  an  appraisal 
or  if  you  just  need  , 
info  request  our 
bookler'How  To 
Restore  &  Protect 
Stained  Glass.”Ask 
about  tuck  pointing 
restoring  sand 
stone,  slate, 
plaster,  wood, 
steeples,  doors... 

326  Nortl 


National  Council  of  Churches  trip 
to  Panama  in  mid-January. 

The  letter  focuses  on  Panama’s 
economic  problems,  especially 
those  developed  since  the  Dec.  20 
U.S.  invasion,  and  quotes  new  Pan¬ 
amanian  President  Guillermo  En- 
dara  as  saying  the  country  is  in 
“economic  ruins.” 

With  a  $900-million  debt  and  35 
percent  unemployment,  the  eco¬ 
nomic  situation  is  dire  in  Panama, 
Bishop  Knox  said.  Economic  sanc¬ 
tions  imposed  by  the  United  States 
have  caused  a  number  of  small 
businesses  to  fold. 

“The  invasion  itself  did  consider¬ 
able  damage  to  the  economy,”  he 
said.  “Many  Panamanians  feel  that 
the  United  States  must  give  a  large 
amount  of  assistance  to  get  it  back 
on  its  feet.” 

The  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  has  sent  a  $10,000 
emergency  grant,  and  the  NCC’s 
Church  World  Service  has  issued  a 
$500,000  fund-raising  appeal. 

Bishop  Knox  went  to  Panama  at 
the  request  of  the  Ecumenical  Com¬ 
mittee  in  Panama.  It  includes  the 
Evangelical  Methodist  Church, 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Caribbean 
and  Americas,  Episcopal,  Lutheran, 
Baptist  and  Catholic  churches. 


You  are  cordially  invited  to  preview 
Tke  most  complete  and  effective  Stewardskip  Program  ever. 
Created  ky  United  Metkodists  for  United  A\etkodists, 

Tkis  9-segment  video  series  klends  Annual  Budget  needs 
witk  tke  Tkeology  of  Giving. 

RSVP  813-923-2800  ,  Tke  Stcw.rJ.kip  Program 

1-800-237-8400x8  7140  Bencva  Road.  Sarasota,  FL  34238 


UMC  trails 
Baptists  in 
church  tally 

By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 


What's  UM  mission  challenge  for  '90s? 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVAll 

DALLAS — (ennifer  Casolo,  the  American  church  worker  accused  by 
the  Salvadoran  government  of  hiding  arms  for  rebel  use,  shows  the 
blindfold  used  during  her  imprisonment  to  the  Rev.  John  B.  Soper. 
He's  pastor  of  Holy  Covenant  United  Methodist  Church  in  Carroll¬ 
ton,  Texas.  Ms.  Casolo  expressed  her  views  about  U.S.  involvement 
in  El  Salvador  during  an  interfaith  speaking  tour  last  month. 


The  United  Methodist  Church  no 
longer  has  more  individual  U.S. 
congregations  than  any  other  Chris¬ 
tian  denomination. 

According  to  figures  released  last 
month.  United  Methodism  fell  be¬ 
hind  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  during  1988  in  total  number  of 
local  churches  in  the  United  States. 

Methodist  congregations  had  out¬ 
numbered  those  of  any  other  U.S. 
faith  group  since  the  mid- 19th  cen¬ 
tury,  according  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History. 

But  as  of  Sept.  30,  1988,  South¬ 
ern  Baptists — the  nation’s  largest 
Protestant  group  with  14.9  million 
members — reported  37,567 
churches  in  the  United  States. 

The  United  Methodist  Church — 
with  8.9  million  members  in  the 
United  States — counted  37,514  U.S. 
congregations  as  of  Dec.  31,  1988. 
That’s  the  latest  total  available. 

The  nation’s  largest  faith  group — 
The  Roman  Catholic  Church  with 
53.5  million  members — had  23,552 
local  parishes  in  1987. 

By  comparison  with  numbers  of 
local  units  in  each  of  the  three  larg¬ 
est  denominations,  the  U.S.  Postal 
Service  had  29,083  local  offices 
throughout  the  United  States  and 
its  territories  as  of  July  28,  1989. 


What  is  the  mission  challenge  for 
United  Methodists  during  the 
1990s? 

The  denomination's  mission 
leaders  are  expected  to  answer  that 
question  next  month  during  a  three- 
day  symposium  celebrating  opening 
of  the  church's  Mission  Resource 
Center  in  Atlanta. 

The  center,  an  arm  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  is  to  be 
dedicated  April  9. 

The  symposium’s  closing  address 
is  to  be  given  April  1 1  by  the  Rev. 
Andrew  Young,  United  Church  of 


Christ  minister,  former  Atlanta 
mayor  and  ambassador  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Nations. 

The  dedication  and  closing  ser¬ 
vices  are  to  be  in  Cannon  Chapel  at 
United  Methodist-related  Candler 
School  of  Theology  of  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity. 

Symposium  sessions  are  to  meet 
on  Candler's  suburban  campus  and 
on  the  inner-city  campus  of  Interde¬ 
nominational  Theological  Center. 
The  two  schools  are  partners  with 
the  mission  board  in  operating  the 


center  where  mission  personnel  are 
trained. 

Dr.  Sheila  Flemming,  chief  of  the 
board’s  Mission  Personnel  Re¬ 
sources  Department,  said  the  center 
is  training  its  first  class  of  nine  can¬ 
didates  for  overseas  service. 

This  summer  50  young  adults  are 
to  be  trained  at  the  new  center.  The 
group  is  to  include  mission  interns, 
who  will  serve  1 5  months  abroad  and 
15  months  in  the- United  States,  and 
U.S.2’s,  who  serve  two  years  in  this 
country. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


“GIVE  US  THIS  DAY 
Our  Daily  Bread” 
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Many  children  of  India  suffer  from 
malnutrition.  This  little  girl  clutches 
the  family’s  allotment  of  bread,  know¬ 
ing  she  will  be  able  to  eat  one  piece  of 
it.  She  is  hungry  every  day. 

Children  like  her  are  accepted  into 
Christian  orphanages  and  offered  to 
WORLD’S  CHILDREN,  INC.  .for 
sponsorship.  WCI  was  founded  in  1965 
by  a  Methodist  minister  and  his  wife. 
The  corporation  seeks  sponsors  for; 
children  in  72  Christian  orphanages  in; 
11  countries. 

You  could  be  a  sponsor  for  $13  a 
month.  You’ll  receive  full  information 
about  the  child:  name,  photo,  address 
and  case  history.  You  may  correspond 
with  the  child. 

WCI  sent  87%  of  funds  received  in 
1989  overseas  for  the  children’s  food, 
clothing  and  other  needs.  The  corpora¬ 
tion  is  U.S.  government  approved,  and 
all  donations  are  tax-deductible.  You 
will  receive  an  audit. 

You  can  provide  food  for  body  and 
spirit  through  sponsorship.  What  a 
blessing  you  would  be  to  a  destitute 
child.  Please  write  today: 


I  *- 


,  — — 

I  Slroal _ 


I  Stan  ond  Zip _  I 

|  World’*  Children.  Inc.  \ 

Mr*.  Carol  Ivey.  Director 
I  P.0.  Bo*  2979 

I  Winter  Heven.  FL  33880 
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Faith  at  work 
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The  United  Methodist 
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Faith- 

^connections 

PUERTO  RICANS  TO  VOTE: 

Creation  of  a  Methodist  church  in  Puerto  Rico 
that’s  autonomous  but  affiliated  with  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  may  move  closer  soon.  A 
March  24  vote  is  scheduled  by  clergy  and  lay 
members  of  the  Puerto  Rico  Annual  Conference 
on  a  proposed  new  constitution,  articles  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  general  rules  for  a  future  church.  “Af¬ 
filiated  autonomy”  is  a  20-year  dream  of  some 
Puerto  Rican  United  Methodists  but  is  opposed 
by  others.  The  conference  is  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Philadelphia  Area.  Any  fi¬ 
nal  action  on  autonomy  must  be  taken  by  the 
1 992  General  Conference — the  denomination’s 
highest  legislative  body. 

NEW  AGE  THREAT:  “The  primary 
threat  to  evangelicalism  in  the  1990s  is  the  eclec¬ 
tic  blend  of  diverse  spiritual-  ■ 

ties  that  they  lump  together  l 

and  call  the  New  Age.” 

That’s  the  opinion  of  the 
Rev.  Leonard  I.  Sweet,  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  United  Theological 
Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

“The  creative,  spiritual, 
driving  energies  of  the  peo-  Leonard  I.  Sweet 
pie  who  are  spiritual  in  America  are  this  eclectic 
blend,"  Dr.  Sweet  said.  “People  in  this  culture  are 
saying  'Yes'  to  God  but  ‘no’  to  organized  reli¬ 
gion.”  For  that  reason,  he  said,  “evangelicals  are 
going  to  have  to  address,  more  than  they  have  in 
their  theology,  the  relationship  between  theology 
and  science,  theology  and  philosophy." 

YOUTH  MINISTRY  MEETING:  a 

national  ecumenical  conference  intended  to 
strengthen  and  clarify  ministry  with  youths  is 
scheduled  for  March  8-11  at  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  The  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  is  among  national  religious  agen¬ 
cies  designing  the  event. 

STATE  APPOINTMENT:  The  Rev. 

Norman  E.  Dewire,  president  of  the  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio,  has  been  appointed 
to  the  Ohio  Commission  on  Dispute  Resolution 
and  Conflict  Management. 

CHURCH  REVITALIZATION:  The 

United  Methodist  Virginia  Annual  Conference 
has  collected  more  than  $10  million  in  cash  and 
other  gifts  during  the  past  two  years  in  its  “Re¬ 
vealing  Christ"  campaign.  Grants  and  loans 
from  the  drive  have  helped  fund  more  than  40 
cfiurch  revitalization  projects  valued  at  $40  mil¬ 
lion,  said  the  Rev.  Peter  M.  Vaughn,  conference 
director  of  church  development. 

PENSIONS  PUBLIC  FORUM:  The 

United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Pensions 
has  scheduled  a  public  forum  in  Cincinnati 
March  27.  People  interested  in  making  presen¬ 
tations  about  investment  issues  during  this  ses¬ 
sion  should  contact  the  Rev.  Allen  M.  Mayes  at 
1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  Ill.  60201  or  call 
(708)  869-4550. 


Can  we  restore  some  of  Eden  to  the  Earth? 

Global  meetings  struggle  to  make  'creation  theology '  meaningful  in  local  congregations 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE  sound,  ethical  and  far«ioht-H  - _ , , 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

A  global  effort  to  save  the 
Earth’s  environment  is  gaining 
momentum  from  a  new  “theol¬ 
ogy  of  creation"  that  United 
Methodists  are  helping  fashion. 

Those  involved  in  "theology  of 
creation"  discussions  hope  their 
work  will  inspire  local  congrega¬ 
tions  to  join  in  the  cleanup.  But 
they  admit  it’s  a  big  task. 

Two  international  gatherings — 
one  recently  held,  the  other  due 
next  week — underscore  activists' 
concern  for  a  spiritual  foundation 
to  ecological  campaigns. 

January's  Global  Forum  on 
Environment  and  Development 
for  Human  Survival  in  Moscow 
drew  1,000  participants — three 
times  its  expected  number,  said 
one  participant,  the  Rev.  Glenn 
A.  Olds  Jr.,  a  United  Methodist. 

Dr.  Olds,  president  emeritus  of 
United  Methodist-related  Alaska 
Pacific  University,  is  the  new 
president  of  the  Better  World  So¬ 
ciety  in  Washington  (see  accom¬ 
panying  story). 

He  said  the  Moscow  gathering 
was  the  second  international 
event  sponsored  by  a  2-year-old 
New  York-based  organization 
called  the  Global  Forum  of  Spiri¬ 
tual  and  Parliamentary  Leaders 
on  Human  Survival. 

The  Moscow  event  resulted  in 
an  1 1-page  action  plan;  a  special 
declaration  calling  for  a  "spiri¬ 
tually  wise,  technologically 


sound,  ethical  and  farsighted 
stewardship  of  the  planet”;  and 
an  appeal  for  joint  efforts  be¬ 
tween  religious  leaders  and  scien¬ 
tists. 

The  appeal  came  from  a  group 
of  international  scientists  invited 
to  the  event  and  organized  by 
U.S.  astrophysicist  Carl  Sagan. 

In  their  appeal,  the  scientists 
beseech  religious  leaders  to  foster 
.  the  understanding  that  the  Earth 
is  “sacred.”  They  assert  that 
“what  is  regarded  as  sacred  is 
more  likely  to  be  treated  with 
care  and  respect.” 

Appeal  sparks  interest 

The  scientists'  appeal  resulted 
in  increased  attention  to  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  con¬ 
vocation  on  “Justice,  Peace  and 
the  Integrity  of  Creation”  sched¬ 
uled  for  March  5-12  in  Seoul, 
Korea. 

Officials  with  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  say  applications  from  report¬ 
ers  wanting  to  cover  the  Seoul 
event  increased  significantly  af¬ 
ter  the  scientists’  appeal  was  is¬ 
sued  in  Moscow. 

The  Seoul  convocation  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  draw  nearly  600  dele¬ 
gates  from  the  World  Council’s 
member  communions.  Only  a 
handful  from  the  Moscow  event 
are  expected  at  Seoul. 

The  scientists'  appeal  from 
Moscow,  however,  is  just  a  foot¬ 
note  to  the  WCC  gathering,  said 
the  Rev.  Dwain  Epps  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

Mr  Epps  said  recently  that  the 


Seoul  convocation  has  been  in 
the  making  since  the  World 
Council’s  1983  Assembly  in  Van¬ 
couver,  Canada. 

Call  to  action  offered 

Delegates  to  Seoul  have  been  re¬ 
viewing  a  52-page  draft  intended  as 
a  theological  study  and  call  for  lo¬ 
cal  congregations  to  work  toward 
human  rights,  world  peace  and 
sound  environmental  practice. 

But  how  to  bring  that  call  back 
to  local  congregations  in  ways 
that  will  inspire  them  to  action 
was  a  major  concern  of  U.S. 
church  delegates  at  their  recent 
pre-Seoul  orientation  in  Nash¬ 
ville. 

The  delegation  of  about  45  lay 
and  clergy  representatives  includes 
eight  United  Methodists,  with  an¬ 
other  five  involved  as  speakers, 
moderators  or  observers. 

Some  U.S.  delegates  criticized 
the  “ponderous,  academic”  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  WCC  draft,  saying  it 
could  hinder  local  congregations 
and  individuals  in  understanding 
their  connection  to  global  issues. 

Yet  while  they  struggle  to  re¬ 
solve  the  draft’s  language  prob¬ 
lems,  U.S.  delegates  said  they 
hoped  the  Seoul  convocation 
could  find  ways  to  encourage  lo¬ 
cal  congregations  to  act  upon  the 
ideas  expressed  in  the  document. 

They  said  they  believed  local 
congregations’  efforts  would  give 
strong  spiritual  foundation  to 
global  campaigns  to  restore  some 
of  Eden  to  a  misused  Earth. 


JUSTICE  PEACE 
INTEGRITY 
OF  CREATION 


This  symbol  represents  the  World  Council  of  Churches'  "Jus¬ 
tice,  Peace  and  the  Integrity  of  Creation"  convocation  sched¬ 
uled  March  6-12  in  Seoul,  South  Korea. 


UM  leader  says  creation  testifies  to  grace  of  God 


Rev.  Glenn  E.  Olds  |r. 

. . .  attended  Global  Forum 


“God  has  given  us  a  long  rope 
and  a  big  laboratory,  but  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  our  greed,  igno¬ 
rance  and  propensity  to  violence 
and  power  are  catching  up  with 
us  very  fast. 

“Creation  is  really  a  third  tes¬ 
tament  that  bears -the  witness;  to¬ 
ken  and  mark  of  the  grace  of 
God.”  B’d 

That  prediction  and  affirma¬ 
tion  comes  from  the  Rev.  Glenn 
A.  Olds  Jr.,  a  United  Methodist 
long  active  in  world  affairs.  He 
participated  in  the  recent  Global 
Forum  on  the  Environment  and 
Human  Survival  in  Moscow  (see 
accompanying  story). 

Dr.  Olds  is  the  new  president 
of  the  Better  World  Society,  a  2- 
year-old  international,  non-profit 


organization  based  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  The  society  is  described  as 
being  dedicated  to  using  televi¬ 
sion  to  educate  people  about 
global  issues. 

Dr.  Olds  said  the  Moscow 
event  showed  at  least  three  things 
that  United  Methodists  need  to 
’  consider: 

■  The  lack  of  influence  by 
world  religions  was  evident  in 
the  ways  religious  leadership  was 
given  lip  service  in  plenary  ses¬ 
sions  and  shunted  aside  to  sub¬ 
committees. 

“Religious  leaders  have  been 
talking  among  themselves,  and 
they  need  to  get  back  into  the 
world,”  Dr.  Olds  said. 

■  Groups  such  as  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  need  to 


make  more  effort  to  connect  with 
groups  like  the  Global  Forum. 

“The  WCC’s  ‘Justice,  Peace 
and  the  Integrity  of  Creation’ 
draft  was  not  circulated  in  Mos¬ 
cow,  and  it  should  have  been,” 
Dr.  Olds  asserted.  “Very  few 
people  who  were  in  Moscow  are 
going  to  Seoul  (for  the  convoca¬ 
tion  to  perfect  the  document). 
The  two  groups  need  to  inter¬ 
sect.” 

■  People  today  talk  about  the 
bankruptcy  of  current  values  sys¬ 
tems,  but  few  understand  that 
values  systems  underlie  social 
structures. 

That  disparity  offers  Christians 
and  other  believers  a  “marve'ous, 
unprecedented”  opportunity  to 
forge  “a  fresh  appreciation  for  the 


biblical  view  of  the  centrality  of 
human  nature,  not  unrelated  to 
the  created  world  in  which  our 
freedom  to  choose  is  set,”  Dr. 
Olds  said.  _■ 

Dr.  Olds,  president  emeritus  of 
United  Methodist-related  Alaska-. 
Pacific  University,  is  credited  : 
with  innovative  leadership  that-: 
kept  the  Anchorage  university;- 
from  closing. 

Dr.  Olds  presided  over  the  re¬ 
structuring  of  Kent  State  Univer-: 
sity  in  Ohio  during  1971-77  after 
four  student  protesters  were  shot 
to  death  by  National  Guardsmen. 

He  served  as  U.S.  ambassador 
to  the  United  Nations  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  in  1969-71. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


CLASSIFIED 


ORGANIST  NEEDED  AT  THE  Federated 
Church  of  Ashland,  MA  Salary  negotiable.  Call 
church  secretary  at  (617)  881-1355.  9-12 
weekdays. 


WANTED.  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  for  2400-member  church  in  central  Florida. 
Average  weekly  Sunday  School  attendance  of  450. 
Responsible  for  total  education  program.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience.  Please  send  resume 
to:  Rev.  David  T.  Brewer,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1126  E  Silver  Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala,  FL 
326m  Telephone.  (904)  622-3244. 


WANTED:  FULL-TIME  EDUCATION  Director 
by  June  I.  1990.  St.  Paul’s  UMC.  Las  Cruces. 
New  Mexico.  Responsible  for  recruiting^  training, 
organizing  and  supervising  Christian  Education 
in  this  1700-member  church.  Salary  negotiable 
commensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume 
with  references  to:  E.  Leonard  Gillingham.  Box 
696,  Us  Cruces,  NM  88004.  Phone:  (505)  526- 
6689.  By  April  17,  1990. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Youth  Ministries  for  850-member  church 
in  western  suburb  of  Chicago  Available  June  1st. 
For  further  information  contact  Staff-Parish  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee.  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
424  Forest  Avenue.  Glen  El'yn,  IL  60137. 


CAMP  POSITION:  DIRECTOR/MANAGER  at 
Storm  Mountain  Center  near  Rapid  City.  South 
Dakota.  Responsible  for  operations  and  on-site 
programming.  Send  resume  by  March  9,  1990  to 
Randy  McGuire,  United  Methodist  Camps.  P.O. 
Box  460.  Mitchell,  SD  57301.  (605)  996-4552. 


PART-TIME  ORGANIST.  2100-member  congre- 

Rtion.  1984-49  rank  Moller,  15-20  hours  weekly- 
arch  10  deadline.  Send  resumes  to:  Mr.  Tim 
Ward,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
567,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831-0567.  (615)  483-4357. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Rapid¬ 
ly  growing  church  in  Dallas  metroplex.  Strong 
program.  Send  resume,  call  for  interview.  .All 
contacts  are  confidential.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  447,  Rowlett.  TX  75088,  do 
John  Allen.  (214)475-3667. 


ASBURY  CENTERS,  INC.,  A  SYSTEM  OF  re- 
tlrement/health  care  facilities  in  Holnon  Confer¬ 
ence  is  seeking  qualified  candidates  for  position 
of  President/Executive  Director  Equal  opportu¬ 
nity  employer  Compensation  package  dependent 
upon  training  and  experience.  For  application 
write  lari  5  Allot,  815  Charter  Federal  Build- 
mg,  Knoxville.  TN  37902, 


NURSERY  ATTENDANT  NEEDED.  Sunday 

mornings,  most  Sunday  evenings  and  some  spe¬ 
cial  events.  Prefer  applicants  between  ate  25-40, 
though  any  adult  over  20  may  apply.  Call  (613) 
228-7334  to  set  up  appointment  References 
required. 


CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  NEEDED  2700- 
member  United  Methodist  Church.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dwight  Ramsey,  Pastor. 
3715  Youree  Drive,  Shreveport,  LA  7|  105.  (318) 
861-0588. 


LARGE  DOWNTOWN  CHURCH  IN  SE  inter¬ 
ested  in  full-time  youth/outreach  and  singles/out¬ 
reach  directors.  Salaries  for  both  positions  nego¬ 
tiable  UMR.  Box  660275.  Dept.  CT.  Dallas.  TX 
75266-0275. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR/YOUTH  Minister 
for  750-member  church.  Needs  desire  to  grow  in 
ministry  with  a  growing  congregation.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Gene  Wisdom,  633  Hobson  Lane.  Den¬ 
ton,  TX  76205.  (8 1 7)  566-229 1 . 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  TARRANT  AREA 
Community  of  Churches  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
Applications  received  through  April  1.  807  Texas 
fig  ...  -  Worth.  TX  76102. 


Street.  Suite  101 .  Fort  V 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries.  Congregation  in  suburbs  of  Houston  with 
active  youth  program.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re- 
sume/call  for  interview.  Strawbridge  UMC,  do 
CJ.  Taylor,  5629  Kingwood  Drive,  Kingwood, 
TX  77345.  (713)  360-4500. 


2  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE.  Full-time  Christian 
Education/Youth  Director.  Bachelor's  degree  ap¬ 
plicable  to  same.  Part-time  (20  hours)  ordained 
minister  for  visitation  and  outreach.  In  1000- 
member  church.  Contact:  FUMC,  P.O.  Box 
6468,  Titusville.  FL  32782.  (407)  269-7631. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
needed  for  1900-member  church  south  of  Hous¬ 
ton.  To  begin  May  1st.  Send  resume  and  call  for 
interview.  Friendswood  UMC,  do  Don  Meador, 
204  W.  Edgewood,  Friendswood.  TX  77546. 
(7)3) 482-7535. 


POSITION  FOR  FULLTIME  YOUTH  and  Edu¬ 
cation  Director.  Kingswood  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  1 126  Clovis.  NM  88101.  Salary 
negotiable.  Phone:  (505)  762-1253. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS— 
McCurdy  School  located  in  Espanola,  New  Mexi¬ 
co.  a  boarding  and  day  school  that  serves  approx¬ 
imately  400  students  in  grades  K-12.  Responsibil¬ 
ities  include  direction  and  oversight  of 
curriculum,  personnel,  finance,  fund  raising,  fa¬ 
cilities,  and  liaison  with  community,  church, 
board  and  parents.  Qualifications  for  the  position 
are:  an  earned  master's  degree,  or  better,  in  edu- 
cation,  business  administration,  or  related  field 
(an  official  transcript  required  for  finalists);  three 
years  experience  in  program,  school,  or  district 
administration;  New  Mexico  School  administra¬ 
tor's  licensure  (or  be  eligible  to  gain).  Base  salary 
m  mid  S30's,  plus  housing  and  benefits.  Letter  of 
application  must  be  in  by  5:00  p.m.,  March  7, 
1 990  and  should  state  aptitudes  for  this  supenn- 
tendency  in  a  multi-cultural  environment,  educa¬ 
tional  philosophy  for  a  Christian  school,  and 
three  names  with  addresses  for  professional  refer¬ 
ences.  A  resume  must  be  attached.  Send  all  infor¬ 
mation  to:  Search  Committee.  McCurdy  School. 
P.O.  Box  127,  Espanola,  NM  87332. 


UMC  PROORAM  COORDINATOR.  Accepting 
resumes  for  Program  Coordinator  at  Smyrna 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Smyrna,  TN, 
Applicant  mult  be  self-starter  and  will  work  with 
all  age  groups  In  our  church  A  college  degree  la 
preferred,  with  an  associate  degree  relating  to 
church  work.  Salary  and  benefits  are  negotiable 
based  upon  past  work  experience  and  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Please  contact:  Robert  Underwood,  (615) 
459-6303  or  Malcolm  Patton.  (615)  459-2626  it 
interested.  


DIRECTOR/MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  Ministries 
for  3000-member  church,  Seeking  full-time  Indi¬ 
vidual  with  excellent  record  in  developing  and 
maintaining  high  quality  music  program  for  all 
ages  Submit  resume  and  salary  history  to:  St. 
Paul  United  Methodist  Church,  1199  Highland 
Avenue,  Largo.  FL  34640.  Attn:  Cnurch 
Administrator. 


WANTED:  40'  COACH.  HIGHWAY  suitable 
Silver  Eagle  05.  MCI  6  or  7  or  similar.  Call  Paul 
at  ChristUMC.  Plano.  TX(214)  596-4303 


1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY,  Eu¬ 
ropean  tours:  July  12-24.  August  14-25.  Confirmed 
tickets  Write:  Rev  Ralph  Lawrence.  4192  Tatten- 
ham.  Boise.  ID  83704.  (208)  888-2245.  378-0393- 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/SINGLES  Ministries 
Growing,  evangelical  1100+  member  church  in 
Jacksonville,  FT  desires  committed  Christian  to 
direct  Youth  and  Singles  programs.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  to.  Mr.  Herb  Poovey,  Lake 
Shore  United  Methodist  Church.  2246  Blanding 
Blvd  .  Jacksonville.  FL  32210. 


FREE  BOOK  AND  INFORMATION  on  Family 
Ministries.  Write  or  call:  Dr.  Jacobson,  Family 
Education,  9330  W.  Escuda  Dr.  Peoria,  A Z 
85382.  Call:  (602)  566-1794. 

ADMINISTRATOR  FOR  CHURCH  RELATED 
residence  for  women.  Responsible  for  overall  op- 
eration.  Some  weekend  and  night  work.  Must 
have  active  Christian  faith,  master's  degree  in  hu¬ 
man  services  field,  at  least  five  years  supervisory 
experience,  and  demonstrated  ability  to  work 
with  women  in  transition.  Minimum  salary 
$26,000  plus  benefits  (including  housing  and 
meals).  Submit  resume  and  letter  of  application 
by  March  31  to:  Personnel  Committee,  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn,  1040  Bush  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94109.  Job  description  and  questionaire  will  be 
mailed  to  qualified  applicants. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo- 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525 
four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability. 
Gayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1 138,  Waynesville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  stitchenes. 
Make  items  for  church,  home,  bazaar,  gifts.  Catalog 
$1 .00  (refundable  with  first  order).  Nancy  Designs, 
424R  East  Sixth,  Blue  Earth.  MN  56013. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 
Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pas¬ 
tor  Gasses:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504) 
488-0856. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu¬ 
mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet, 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negoti¬ 
ate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box 
808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits,  fab¬ 
rics.  Stoles,  paraments.  etc.  Brochure/fabric  swatch¬ 
es  $3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  available  for 
meetings.  A  &  L  Designs.  201  E  Tabor  Rd.,  Phila¬ 
delphia.  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and  stay  at  Kel¬ 
ler's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  to  160). 
Eureka  Springs,  Arid  Air-conditioned  lodging,  swim- 
mini,  $9.00  tickets,  grilled  burner  cook  out,  and 
breakfast.  All  for  $24.00  eachl  Call:  (501)  253-8418 
lodiy 

COUNTRYMEN  GOSPEL  QUARTET.  Top  gos¬ 
pel  traveling  group,  singing  church  renewal  gather- 
Inga—  freewill  offering  arrangements.  “Bring  a 
friend"  concens=»pringboard»  toward  renewal. 
Reference*,  165  Lafitt*.  Bridge  City.  TX  77611. 

VACATION  BARGAIN-  LOVELY  vacation  cot¬ 
tage  in  Smokcy  Mountains  at  beaut  I  fill  Lake  Juna- 
luska  Three  bedrooms  with  scenic  dock  Location 

30  minute*:  Asheville,  Cherokee.  Gatlinburg,  Mag¬ 
gie  Valley,  other  lovely  places.  $195.00  week, 
$75.00  weekend.  Call  Don:  (404)  552-8888. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  Church. 

Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hour*  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per¬ 
sons  available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’ 
National  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18.  Box  36, 
Huntington.  WV  25706-0036. 

STOLES  OF  SANTIAGO  A  TITIAN.  Guatemala, 
Mission  Sunday  every  Sunday.  The  fabulous  hand- 
woven  stoles  in  multi-color  or  liturgical  colors. 
$32.50  includes  shipping,  send  no  money.  Shipped 
on  approval.  Double  Mission  Outreach,  Southern  Il¬ 
linois  Conference,  Route  2,  Murphysboro,  IL  62966, 
or  phone  (6 1 8)  684-3890.  evenings  too. 

OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY,  tour  Eu¬ 
rope.  added  feature,  visit  London — Wesley  Cha¬ 
pel  with  lunch  and  tour.  June  26-July  5.  1990.  To 
confirm  ticket  call:  Dr.  Glenn  E.  Millard,  St.  Paul 
UMC.  Muskogee.  OK  (918)  687-7571  or  Inter¬ 
national  Tours  (918)  683-034 1 . 

New  mission  aids  Korean  women 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


An  ecumenical  ministry  for  Kore¬ 
an  women  who  want  to  do  more  for 
Christ  than  just  work  in  the  church 
kitchen  is  a  new  mission  program  of 
United  Methodism’s  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church. 

Called  “Women  Church  of  Ko¬ 
rea,"  the  Seoul  congregation — with 
members  ranging  from  homemak¬ 
ers  to  seminary  students  to  or¬ 
dained  women — considers  itself  a 
faith  community  designed  to  work 
to  free  women  from  domestic  and 
social  oppression. 

By  meeting  on  Wednesdays, 
Women  Church  doesn’t  compete 
with  traditional  congregations.  But 
it  does  attempt  to  “transform”  the 
traditional  church  by  encouraging 
women  to  participate  in  the  minis- 
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tries — such  as  leading  prayer — usu¬ 
ally  closed  to  them. 

An  average  of  70  women  attend 
the  morning  service  at  a  college- 
owned  building,  where  offerings 
just  about  cover  rent.  An  evening 
service,  also  open  to  men,  is  to  start 
in  the  near  future. 

The  Rev.  Young  Kim,  a  United 
Methodist  reared  in  Korea  and  now 
on  missionary  assignment  there  for 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  said  Women  Church  of  Korea 
is  “seeking  for  the  lost  and  the 


least." 

Ms.  Kim  pointed  out  some  things 
Korean  women  have  lost  in  the  tra¬ 
ditional  church  of  Korea;  the  ability 
to  speak;  the  true  laughter  of  happi¬ 
ness.  health,  peace  and  identity; 
and,  in  fact,  “our  place  in  the 
church.” 

Korean  women  who  have  worked 
for  years  in  Christian  organizations 
still  experience  discrimination,  Ms. 
Kim  said. 

Only  two  denominations — the 
Methodist  and  Presbyterian — allow 
women's  ordination,  she  said.  Until 
October  1989,  married  Methodist 
women  pastors  couldn’t  be  assigned 
to  local  churches. 

United  Methodists  wishing  to 
help  the  work  of  Women  Church 
can  send  contributions  earmarked 
for  that  cause  through  their  annual 
conference  treasurer. 


Lay  leaders  seek  1992  speaker 


United  Methodiit  Newt  Service 

NASHVlLLE^Here's  a  chance 
Jar  a  well-spoken,  active  layperson 
to  tell  how  The  United  Methodist 
Church  can  help  its  laypeople  live 
out  their  faith  in  daily  life. 

The  United  Methodist  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Conference  Lay  Leaders  has 
initiated  its  search  for  someone  to 
deliver  the  Laity  Address  to  the 
1 992  General  Conference  in  Louis¬ 
ville.  Ky. 

The  1992  theme  is  “Ministry  of 
the  Laity:  Serving  God  in  Our  Pri¬ 
vate  Lives  and  Public  Responsibil¬ 
ities — Connecting  Faith  and 
Action.” 

Entries  should  be  typed 

Entries  should  be  typed— double¬ 
spaced  and  in  English — and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Section  on  the 


Ministry  of  the  Laity,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville.  Tenn.  37202-0840. 
Deadline  is 
June  30, 1991. 

In  other  busi¬ 
ness  at  their  re¬ 
cent  meeting, 
conference  lay 
leaders  heard  a 
United  Meth¬ 
odist  seminary  _ 

president  tell  Donald  E.  Messer 
them  that  the  church  needs  to  move 
from  maintaining  internal  struc¬ 
tures  to  ministries  of  service  in  a 
troubled  world. 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Messer,  pres¬ 
ident  of  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver,  said,  “Sometimes  the  focus 
on  the  gathered  (the  church)  is  so 
strong  that  we  miss  the  scattered 
(those  in  need  in  the  world).” 


Laypeople  can  re-direct  that  fo¬ 
cus  by  pressing  United  Methodists 
to  understand  that  mission  “is  the 
vocation  of  the  entire  community 
of  faith,"  Dr.  Messer  said. 

President,  treasurer  installed 

During  its  business  session,  the 
lay  leaders'  association  installed 
Jean  Henderson  of  Cleveland,. 
Tenn.,  as  president,  and  Hiram 
$mith.  Deleon,  Texas,  as  treasurer. 
Both  will  serve  through  1992. 

Bubbles  Jensen  of  Rapid  City, 
S.D..  and  Thomas  Scahill  of  Kansas 
City.  Mo.,  continue  through  1991 
as  vice  president  and  secretary,  re¬ 
spectively. 

Manual  R.  Santiago  of  San  Juan, 
Puerto  Rico,  was  elected  to  a  one- 
year  term  as  an  at-large  member  of 
the  executive  committee. 
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Religious  groups  asked  to  spread 
tax  refund  message  to  poor  families 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Religious  News  Service 

“If  you’re  a  working  parent,  you 
may  have  earned  more  money  than 
you  think  last  year.” 

This  radio  message  is  part  of  a 
nationwide  campaign  by  religious, 
labor  and  civic  groups.  Their  aim: 
to  let  low-income  working  families 
know  they  are  eligible  for  a  tax  re¬ 
fund  from  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service. 

Spreading  the  word 

Spreading  the  word  is  the  Earned 
Income  Credit  Campaign,  a  broad- 
based  coalition  including  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference  and  the  AFL- 
CIO.  The  IRS  does  not  keep  figures 
on  how  many  people  are  eligible, 
but  it  reports  that  nearly  1 1  million 
Americans  received  the  credits  last 
year. 

"You’re  probably  eligible  for  the 
federal  government’s  earned  in¬ 
come  credit  if  you’re  a  working  par¬ 
ent  with  at  least  one  child  at  home 
and  you  earn  less  than  $19,340  in 


1989.”  says  a  public  service  an¬ 
nouncement  distributed  by  the 
coalition. 

“This  means  as  much  as  $910  in 
your  pocket.  A  check  could  be  sent 
directly  to  you — from  the  IRS.” 

The  coalition  is  encouraging  fam¬ 
ilies  that  fit  the  description  to  file  a 
federal  income  tax  return,  even  if 
they  earned  too  little  to  owe  taxes. 
Those  who  owe  no  taxes  get  a  direct 
refund  from  the  IRS,  while  those 
who  owe  taxes  get  a  reduction. 

Families  with  earnings  of  be¬ 
tween  $6,000  and  $1 1,000  now 
qualify  for  a  credit  of  more  than 
$800,  according  to  the  coalition, 
which  has  the  cooperation  of  the 
IRS  and  employer  groups. 

Between  1988  and  1989,  the 
number  of  families  receiving  the 
credit  climbed  by  nearly  25  percent. 
The  coalition,  which  first  came  to¬ 
gether  for  last  year’s  filing  season, 
takes  partial  credit  for  the  increase, 
saying  the  publicity  got  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  many  who  wouldn’t  have 
otherwise  heard  about  the  credit. 

“Poor  people  don’t  have  lawyers. 


"Dink,  the  Little  Dinosaur"  (on  CBS  Saturdays  at  8  a.m.)  and  his  lit¬ 
tle  friends  face  dangers  each  week,  but  their  adventures  end  happi¬ 
ly  without  death  or  destruction.  Expect  good  values  in  these  tales, 
says  Reviewer  Thomas  Goodhue  (see  adjoining  story).  He  says  par¬ 
ents  do  not  have  to  worry  about  excessive  violence. 

'Joyful  Noise'  encourages 
United  Methodists  to  sing 

“jump  royalty  by  illegally  copying 
or  projecting  copyrighted  material 
without  permission.” 

He  has  paid  royalties  on  all  copy¬ 
righted  songs,  which  amounted  to 
about  half  the  printing  cost. 

He  said  he  does  not  regard  “Joy¬ 
ful  Noise”  as  competitive  with  the 
United  Methodist  Hymnal,  since 
duplication  is  primarily  limited  to 
spirituals,  carols  and  some  older 
songs. 

He  is  not  new  to  work  with 
churches,  having  served  in  the  areas 
of  evangelism  and  recreation  for  the 
boards  of  Evangelism  and  Educa¬ 
tion  for  The  Methodist  Church  pri¬ 
or  to  its  union  in  1968  with  the 
Evangelical  United  Brethren.  A 
well-known  leader  of  youth  and 
family  fellowships,  Mr.  Eisenberg 
continues  to  lead  recreational 
events  and  training  conferences  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

“In  the  ’40s  to  ’60s,”  Mr.  Eisen¬ 
berg  said,  “perhaps  a  million  copies 
of  a  couple  of  highly  promoted  song 
books,  ‘Sing  It  Again’  and  ‘Lift  Ev¬ 
ery  Voice’  were  sold  through  the 
Board  of  Education.  Then  came  a 
lull.” 

He  underwrote  the  cost  of  the 
first  printing  and  said  he  has  hopes 
that  the  second  will  break  even. 
Cokesbury,  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House's  retail  division, 
is  handling  distribution,  beginning 
with  the  second  printing. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Once  more,  a 
United  Methodist  has  music  on  his 
ptind. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Eisenberg  does 
not  expect  the  nationwide  interest 
attained  by  the  committee  responsi¬ 
ble  for  compiling  the  new  United 
Methodist  Hymnal.  He  just  wants 
people  to  sing  more,  in  the  church 
and  in  the  community. 

For  more  than  two  years,  between 
January  1985  and  October  1987,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  was  in  the 
throes  of  creating  a  new  hymnal. 

Now,  after  a  year  and  a  half  spent 
choosing  from  a  pool  of  3,500  selec¬ 
tions,  the  minister  of  fellowship  at 
Will  Rogers  United  Methodist 
Church,  Tulsa,  Okla.,  has  compiled 
“Joyful  Noise”  for  intergeneration- 
al  use  in  the  church  and  beyond. 
The  title  comes  from  Psalm  100,  in 
which  worshipers  are  entreated  to 
“make  a  ‘Joyful  Noise’  to  the 
Lord.” 

Mr.  Eisenberg  said  his  new  song 
book,  which  he  describes  as  “a  mu¬ 
sical  cafeteria  of  songs,”  contains 
225  selections,  including  not  only 
traditional  hymns,  but  rounds,  folk 
songs,  nonsense  and  motion  songs, 
Christmas  music,  spirituals,  and  pa¬ 
triotic  songs. 

It  is  a  collection,  he  said,  de¬ 
signed  to  sell  at  a  cost  low  enough 
that  users  will  not  be  tempted  to 


accountants  or  tax  consultants  to 
inform  them  of  tax  provisions  that 
will  benefit  their  families,”  said 
Thomas  Shellabarger  of  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference,  the  social  pol¬ 
icy  arm  of  the  nation’s  Catholic 
bishops. 

Backers  of  the  initiative  say  the 
credit,  established  during  the  mid- 
1970s,  is  needed  to  help  offset  the 
heavier  tax  burden  placed  on  poor 
people  during  the  1980s. 

Tax  burden  rose 

During  the  past  decade,  the  feder¬ 
al  tax  burden  of  the  poorest  fifth  of 
American  families  rose  by  16.1  per¬ 
cent,  according  to  the  Congressio¬ 
nal  Budget  Office.  In  contrast,  the 
federal  tax  burden  of  the  wealthiest 
fifth  of  families  was  reduced  by  5.5 
percent. 

The  Budget  Office  figures  were 
cited  in  a  report  by  the  Center  for 
Budget  and  Policy  Priorities,  a 
Washington  research  organization 
that  has  spearheaded  the  credit 
campaign. 

This  year,  the  campaign  is  aimed  at 


Hispanic  and  rural  Americans,  two 
groups  that  are  hard  to  reach  because 
of  language  barriers  and  little  contact 
with  social  welfare  agencies. 

The  ad  campaign  is  bilingual,  and 
the  bishops’  conference  has  enlisted 
the  National  Catholic  Rural  Life 
Conference  in  the  effort. 

The  campaign  stresses  that  the 
credit  is  money  that  low-income 
families  worked  for  during  the  year 
and  not  welfare.  “That’s  why  our 
theme  says  you’ve  earned  more 
money  than  you  think,”  said  Robert 
Greenstein  of  the  Center  for  Budget 
and  Policy  Priorities. 

“Families  that  don’t  receive  their 
Earned  Income  Credit  are  missing 
out  on  money  they’ve  earned  and 
rightfully  are  entitled  to.” 

Other  groups  working  on  the 
campaign  include:  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  La  Raza,  the  U.S.  Conference 
of  Mayors,  the  National  Governors’ 
Association,  the  American  Federa¬ 
tion  of  State,  County  and  Munici¬ 
pal  Employees  and  the  United  Food 
and  Commercial  Workers. 


In  "Cinema  Paradiso,"  the  wise  projectionist,  Alfredo  (Philippe 
Noiret),  has  a  great  influence  on  Toto's  (Salvatore  Cascio)  future. 

'Paradiso'  makes  you  feel 
good  about  human  race 


Amid  the  junk,  a  good 
TV  show  for  children 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Groups  such  as  Action  for  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Television  and  the  American 
Family  Association  have  frequently 
protested  the  sorry  state  of  chil¬ 
dren’s  television. 

This  season’s  programming  for 
kids  on  the  commercial  networks 
indeed  is  dismal,  but  there  is  at 
least  one  new  cartoon  series  worth 
recommending. 

“Dink,  the  Little  Dinosaur”  (on 
CBS  Saturdays  at  8  a.m.  EST)  has 
better  artwork  and  better  stories 
than  most  contemporary  cartoons. 

Like  the  animated  movie  “The 
Land  Before  Time,”  this  series  fo¬ 
cuses  on  the  exploits  of  a  young 
brontosaurus  and  his  cute  little 
friends. 

The  young  reptiles  of  the  feature- 
length  film  were  a  big  hit  with 
young  children  and  their  parents. 
Perhaps  the  current  dinosaur  craze 
among  adults  and  the  abiding  fasci¬ 
nation  of  5-year-olds  with  these  pre¬ 
historic  creatures  will  make  the  TV 
cartoon  successful,  too. 

Of  course,  this  show  is  not  entire¬ 
ly  realistic  with  talking  lizards,  in¬ 
terspecies  friendships,  and  reptiles 
who  can  pull  strings  but  Ruby- 
Spears  Enterprises,  creators  of  this 
series,  have  made  some  effort  to 
give  accurate  information  about 
prehistoric  creatures. 


Early  dinosaurs  are  not  thrown  in 
with  late  ones.  Mammals  of  the 
time  are  tiny,  shrew-like  rodents. 
Most  dinosaurs  are  correctly  pic¬ 
tured  as  vegetarians  and  scavengers, 
rather  than  blood-thirsty  killers. 

Creationists  will  find  little  cause 
for  alarm  in  “Dink.”  Neither  will 
parents  who  are  concerned  about 
excessive  violence  on  television. 
Dink  and  friends  face  dangers  each 
week  but  their  adventures  come  to 
happy  ends  without  death  and  de¬ 
struction. 

The  values  embodied  in  these 
tales,  in  fact,  are  quite  good:  coop¬ 
erate,  help  each  other,  use  your 
head,  discover  what  you  can,  and  be 
brave  but  prudent. 

It  is  sad  to  note,  however,  how 
much  better  and  shorter  these  car¬ 
toons  seem  on  videotape.  Children 
watching  the  commercial  TV  ver¬ 
sion  are  absolutely  deluged  with  in¬ 
cessant  pitches  to  get  mommy  and 
daddy  to  buy  them  something. 

Perhaps  someday  videotapes  of 
“Dink,  the  Little  Dinosaur”  will  be 
available  so  that  children  can  watch 
it  without  interruption  and  without 
ads.  In  the  meantime,  “Dink”  is  a 
lot  better  than  the  alternatives  on 
other  networks  at  this  hour. 

Mr.  Coodhue,  of  Long  Island, 
N.Y.,  frequently  reviews  television 
and  films  for  the  Reporter. 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

The  gentle  movie  “Cinema  Para¬ 
diso”  was  a  winner  of  a  special  jury 
prize  at  the  Cannes  Film  Festival 
and  was  nominated  for  an  Academy 
Award  as  Best  Foreign  Film  of 
1989.  It  will  make  you  feel  good 
about  the  human  race.  Love  is  a 
strong  bond  that  affects  a  drab,  Si¬ 
cilian  town. 

Paradiso  is  the  name  of  the  mov¬ 
ie  theater  jutting  into  the  town’s 
square.  The  peasant  stock  towns¬ 
people  come  to  it  as  if  it  were  a  sa¬ 
cred  shrine,  with  more  enthusiasm 
than  they  go  to  church. 

Censored  love  scenes 

In  the  early  scenes,  set  in  the 
1940s,  the  old  priest,  Father  Adelfio 
(Leopoldo  Trieste),  is  in  the  theater 
in  his  capacity  as  church  censor. 
His  job  is  to  cut  even  the  most  in¬ 
nocuous  scenes  dealing  with  men- 
women  relationships. 

If  a  man  and  woman  look  at  each 
other  lovingly  or  prepare  to  kiss  in 
the  movie,  he  rings  his  bell  and  the 
cinema’s  projectionist  puts  little 
pieces  of  white  paper  into  the  reel 
so  he  will  know  where  to  clip  it. 

The  old  projectionist,  Alfredo 
(Philippe  Noiret),  is  a  wise  and  lov¬ 
ing  man,  whose  influence  goes  be¬ 
yond  the  meager,  tiny  cell  of  a 
booth  where  he  spends  his  life  set¬ 
ting  up  and  guarding  reels  of 
dreams  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
citizenry. 

He  so  influences  the  altar  boy 
Toto  (Salvatore  Cascio),  that  Toto 
goes  on  to  become  a  famous  movie 
director  as  an  adult.  In  fact,  toward 
the  beginning  of  the  film,  before  the 
long  flashback  to  his  childhood, 
Toto,  as  an  adult  (Jacques  Perrin), 
receives  a  phone  call  from  his  moth¬ 
er  telling  him  the  old  projectionist 
has  died. 

Adult  faces  decision 

When  Toto  as  a  young  man  (Mar¬ 
co  Leonardi)  had  left  the  town,  the 
elderly  Alfredo  had  made  him 
promise  that  he  would  not  return, 
lest  his  dream  and  future  route  to 


Dear  Deborah: 


Should  I  tell  my  sister's  children? 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  sister  ran  away,  leaving  be¬ 
hind  a  husband,  three  lovely  chil¬ 
dren  in  school  and  a  job  we  all 
thought  she  loved. 

Now  she  is  in  California  waiting 
tables  and  living  with  a  man  she 
met  on  the  beach  (so  she  says.) 

Everyone  in  our  small  town  is 
talking.  I  am  so  upset  and  trying  to 
help  with  the  children.  But  how  can 
I  tell  them  their  mother  is  a  sinner? 

Nora 

Dear  Nora: 

As  always,  I  have  changed  your 


name,  and  I  will  pray  for  all  of  you 
in  this  situation. 

My  advice  to  you  is  not  to  tell  the 
children  their  mother  is  a  sinner. 
You  can  talk  with  them  about  their 
feelings  and  yours  and  tell  them  that 
people  in  our  country  have  many  dif¬ 
ferent  views  about  how  to  live  life. 

You  can  explain  your  church 
teachings  and  theirs,  if  it  is  different. 
And  you  can  help  them  name  their 
own  feelings  and  help  them  learn  to 
find  healing  in  forgiveness  and  as¬ 
sure  them  they  were  not  the  cause  of 
their  mother's  actions. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  pass 


judgment  on  her,  nor  poison  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  thoughts  about  her.  In  time, 
they  will  each  have  to  make  their 
peace  with  their  mother  and  the  situ¬ 
ation,  but  you  are  not  responsible  for 
their  choices  in  that  regard. 

Perhaps  you  would  feel  better  if 
you  talked  with  a  counselor  or  pastor 
about  your  own  distress,  too. 

God  bless  you  all. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  Deb¬ 
orah  for  answers  to  personal  prob¬ 
lems  in  living  the  Christian  life  and 
faith.  Write  "Dear  Deborah,  PER¬ 
SONAL,"  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns: 


Couplets  express  convictions 


Take  my  life,  and  let  it  be 
Consecrated,  Lord,  to  thee. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

In  December  1874,  Frances  Ha- 
vergal  went  to  Worcester,  England, 
with  friends  for  five  days. 

She  later  wrote  that  in  this  group 
were  “some  unconverted  and  long 
prayed  for,  some  converted  but  not 
rejoicing  Christians." 

She  prayed  that  the  Lord  would 
use  her  to  lead  these  to  a  joyful  ex¬ 
perience  in  Christian  faith.  By  the 
last  day  of  the  visit,  her  prayer  had 
been  answered. 

Most  of  that  night  she  spent  in 
praise  and  a  renewal  of  her  own 


consecration.  The  lines  of  the  hymn 
began  to  form  in  her  mind  in  cou¬ 
plets,  each  expressing  another  part 
of  herself — time,  hands,  feet,  voice, 
lips,  wealth,  mind,  will,  heart,  love 
and,  finally,  “myself.” 

The  daughter  of  a  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land  minister,  Frances  Havergal  be¬ 
came  proficient  in  Hebrew,  Greek, 
French,  Italian  and  German 
through  study  and  travel. 

She  possessed  a  pleasing  singing 
voice  and  was  much  sought  after  as 
a  concert  artist. 

Several  years  after  the  hymn  was 
written,  Miss  Havergal  wrote  that 
“  ‘Take  my  silver  and  my  gold’  now 
means  shipping  off  all  my  orna¬ 


ments,  including  a  jewel  cabinet — 
which  is  really  fit  for  a  countess — to 
the  Church  Missionary  Society 
where  they  will  be  accepted  and  dis¬ 
posed  of  for  me. 

“I  retain  only  a  brooch  for  daily 
wear,  which  is  a  memorial  of  my 
dear  parents.  I  had  no  idea  I  had 
such  a  jeweler's  shop;  nearly  fifty 
articles  are  being  packed  bff.  I  don’t 
think  I  need  to  tell  you  I  never 
packed  a  box  with  such  pleasure.” 

In  a  real  sense,  the  hymn  is  auto¬ 
biographical,  for  it  reflects  the  com¬ 
mitment  of  her  gifts  and  talents  that 
“Christ  may  be  ail  in  all." 

NEXT  WEEK  S  HYMN: 

"Soldiers  of  Christ,  Arise" 


success  be  shattered. 

Toto,  as  an  adult,  has  to  make  a 
decision  as  to  whether  to  return  for 
the  funeral.  You  know  he  will,  for 
the  love,  like  a  son  toward  a  father, 
between  the  boy  and  the  old  projec¬ 
tionist,  was  very  strong. 

It  is  a  movie  of  giving  yourself  to 
others.  In  the  early  era  scenes  in  the 
flashback,  the  boy  Toto  saves  the 
old  Alfredo  from  a  fire  in  the  pro¬ 
jectionist  booth.  Later,  when  Toto 
is  on  the  threshold  of  his  career,  the 
old  man  sacrifices  his  own  self  in¬ 
terest  to  the  better  hope  for  Toto. 

Some  very  funny  scenes  make 
you  laugh  outright,  as  when  Alfredo 
turns  the  projector  toward  the  win¬ 
dow  and  projects  a  movie  on  the 
side  of  a  building.  The  people  who 
live  inside  the  building  are  dis¬ 
traught. 

Some  funny  scenes  add  pathos.  In 
one  such  scene,  the  old  projectionist 
Alfredo,  seeking  an  education,  sits 
in  an  elementary  school  class  and 
takes  a  math  test  alongside  his  pro¬ 
tege,  Toto. 

The  dream  is  not  too  far  from  reali¬ 
ty.  and  as  the  dream  must  be  pre¬ 
served,  one  must  leant  to  make  the 
distinction.  Or,  as  Toto  does,  one 
must  channel  the  dream  into  a  career. 

How  much  of  dreams  are  of  the 
stuff  of  reality?  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  knew.  Dreams  and  the  ability  to 
dream  have  to  be  kept  alive. 

Dr.  Ward  is  a  journalism  profes¬ 
sor  at  Temple  University. 

Broadcasts' 
time  shuffle 
is  protested 

By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— Religious 
leaders  of  the  Minneapolis-St.  Paul 
area  have  protested  the  action  of 
station  WCCO-TV,  the  CBS  affili¬ 
ate  in  Minneapolis,  in  removing  a 
public  service  religious  program 
from  the  time  slot  it  has  occupied 
for  more  than  25  years. 

The  station  moved  “Sunday 
Morning  with  John  Gallos,”  said  to 
be  the  longest-running  locally  pro¬ 
duced  religious  television  program 
in  the  United  States,  from  7  to  8 
a.m.  on  Sundays. 

In  its  place,  from  7  to  7:30  a.m., 
the  station  airs  "The  World  Tomor¬ 
row,”  a  paid  religious  program  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Worldwide  Church  of 
God.  The  next  half-hour  is  taken  up 
by  “Working  on  the  Dream,”  a  paid 
commercial  program  emphasizing 
entrepreneurship. 

Mr.  Gallos  told  the  Twin  Cities 
Christian  newspaper  that  the  sta¬ 
tion  decided  to  move  his  show  “be¬ 
cause  of  the  economic  pressures 
and  the  intense  competition  we  now 
have — the  changing  revenue  picture 
where  they’re  scrambling  to  get  the 
business  they  used  to  have. 

"It’s  a  lot  tougher  than  it  used  to 
be.” 

The  winner  of  numerous  awards, 
Mr.  Gallos’  “Sunday  Morning 
Show"  has  featured  interviews  with 
local,  national  and  international  re¬ 
ligious  leaders  and  authors  of  reli¬ 
gious  books,  as  well  as  filmed 
documentaries  on  religious  sub¬ 
jects,  such  as  the  Shroud  of  Turin. 

Bishop  David  W.  Olson  of  the 
Minneapolis  Area  Synod  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  wrote  WCCO  manager 
Robert  McGann,  saying  he  was 
"deeply  disappointed  to  leant  that 
John  Gallos'  program  has  been 
moved  further  into  the  ghetto. 

“If  7  a.m.  needs  to  be  a  revenue- 
producing  time,  so  be  it,  but  a  valu¬ 
able  public  service  for  many  years 
has  now  been  restricted  to  fewer 
viewers.  1  doubt  its  replacement 
will  contribute  much  to  public  life.” 
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LOUISIANA 

CONFERENCE 


CAMPING  SUNDAY  IS 


c£NTR£* 


PRECAMPERS 

July  20-22 

(entering  grades  3  &  4) 

Jay  Waalk 
ELEMENTARY  I 
July  9-13 

(entering  grades  5  &  6) 
David  DeWitt 
ELEMENTARY  II 
July  30-August  3 
(entering  grades  5  &  6) 
Terral  Lowe/Steve  Bearden 
JUNIOR  HIGH  I 
June  18-22 

(entering  grades  7  &  8) 
Larry  Miller/David  Fortuna 


SENIOR  HIGH 

July  13-15 

(entering  grades  9-12) 

John  Braden/Gary  Hall 

CHRISTIAN  COMMUNITY 
EXPERIENCE  I 

June  25-30 

(currently  in  grades  9-12) 
Lorris  Wimberly 

CHRISTIAN  COMMUNITY 
EXPERIENCE  II 
July  23-28 

(currently  in  grades  9-12) 
Lorris  Wimberly 


JUNIOR  HIGH  II 

July  16-20 

(entering  grades  7  &  8) 
Jay  Waalk 


For  further  information  contact: 
Caney  Conference  Centre 
P.O.  Box  707 
Minden,  LA  71055 


The  cost  for  the  Five  day  camp  will  be  S80,  including  a  camp  photo¬ 
graph.  The  weekend  camp  will  be  $55,  which  includes  a  camp  picture.  The 
Christian  Community  Experiences  will  cost  $105. 


Elementary  Camp  I  —  June,  1989,  Caney  Lakes 


Precampers  3rd  and  4th  graders  —  June,  1989,  Caney  Lakes 


District  Coordinators 


Each  of  the  districts  within  the 
Louisiana  Conference  has  elected  a 
District  Camping  Coordinator. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about 
the  camping  program,  contact  the 
coordinator  in  your  district.  In 
some  cases,  the  coordinator  can 
suggest  someone  who  could  come  to 
your  church  to  talk  about  the  camp¬ 
ing  program. 


Acadiana  District: 
Rev.  Weldon  Bares, 
101  Live  Oak  Blvd. 
Lafayette,  LA  70503 
(318) 984-4211 
Alexandria  District: 
Rev.  Ricky  Willis 
Box  577 
Olla,  LA  71465 
(318)495-5534 
Baton  Rouge  District: 
Rev.  James  Mitchell 
4205  Church  Street 
Zachary,  LA  70791 
(504)654-2389 
Lake  Charles  District: 
Mr.  Sam  Burch 


1036  Ann  Street 
Westlake,  LA  70669 
(318)439-8630 
Monroe  District: 

Rev.  Douglas  Foreman 
1 807  Loop  Road 
Winnsboro,  LA  71295 
(318)435-4392 
New  Orleans  District: 

■  Rev.  Kemper  Smith 
3741  Pontiac 
Metairie,  LA  70002 
(504)  888-4665 
North  Shore  District: 
Rev.  Mark  Martin 
P.  O.  Box  279 
Walker,  LA  70785 
(504)  664-7770 
Ruston  District: 

Rev.  James  McLelland 
301  Lakeshore  Drive 
Minden,  LA  71055 
(318)377-1226 
Shreveport  District: 

Rev.  Scott  Adams 
520  Herndon  Street 
Shreveport,  LA  71 101 
(318) 221-5207 


The  Louisiana  Conference  has  designated  March  11  at  the  day  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  camping  program  within  the  Conference.  Each  church  is  asked  to 
promote  the  summer  camping  program,  sharing  with  the  congregation  the 
opportunities  available  to  children,  youth  and  adult  counselors. 

In  January,  each  church  was  sent  a  poster  listing  the  camping  dates  for 
1990.  The  brochures  and  registration  forms  are  being  prepared  by  each  camp 
and  should  be  available  in  your  district  office  if  they  are  not  yet  in  your 
church. 

On  Camping  Sunday,  you  might  want  to  consider  having  a  couple  of  par¬ 
ticipants  from  past  years  share  their  experiences.  Or,  invite  someone  from 
another  church  to  talk  for  a  few  minutes  about  camping. 


Why  Church  Camping? 


The  Louisiana  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  sum¬ 
mer  camping  programs  for  children 
and  youth,  grades  3-12.  These  expe¬ 
riences  occur  at  the  three  camp  sites 
within  the  state.  All  camping  oppor¬ 
tunities  are  open  to  anyone,  ‘al¬ 
though  the  sites  are  supported  by 
specific  districts. 

Church  camping  helps  to  bring 
about  the  union  of  God,  ourselves, 
our  peers,  and  the  environment. 
Through  the  camping  experience, 
campers  are  encouraged  to  see 
themselves  in  a  new  way  as  they 
learn  to  live  in  a  responsible  com¬ 
munity,  caring  for  each  other  and 
God’s  creation. 

Church  camping  moves  the  class¬ 
room  out  of  doors  and  seeks  to  use 
these  resources  to  teach  campers 
about  the  wonder  of  the  world  and 
the  greatness  and  majesty  of  the 
God  who  created  the  world.  The 
Christian  commitment  of  the  vol¬ 
unteers  is  the  primary  issue  that  sets 
church  camping  apart  from  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  other  groups. 

We  learn  through  the  use  of  our 
senses.  In  the  camping  program,  the 
world  becomes  the  classroom  as 
campers  are  encouraged  to  touch, 
smell,  see,  hear,  and  taste  the  world 
so  that  they  can  appreciate  more 


the  greatness  of  the  loving  God  who 
created. 

Church  camps  are  the  place 
where  situational  learning  happens 
at  its  best.  The  teaching  situation  in 
camp  involves  everything  that  hap¬ 
pens  during  the  week.  No  other  ar¬ 
rangement  of  church  life  affords  as 
great  an  opportunity  for  continuous 
Christian  nurture  and  growth  as 
does  living  together  twenty  four 
hours  a  day  in  a  Christian  atmo¬ 
sphere. 

Church  camping  can  be  a  mean¬ 
ingful  and  lasting  experience  for 
children  and  youth,  as  well  as  for 
the  counselors.  Through  the  years, 
lives  have  been  changed  through 
our  United  Methodist  Camping 
Program.  Campers  are  given  the 
chance  to  experience  the  love  of 
God  in  their  encounter  with  the 
natural  world  and  the  guidance  of 
committed  counselors. 

In  the  church  camp,  all  who  at¬ 
tend  are  engaged  in  the  mission  of 
the  church. 

In  Christian  community  it  is 
their  privilege  to  be  heard,  to  be 
known  for  who  they  are,  to  be  un¬ 
derstood  and  forgiven  when  they  do 
wrong,  to  attempt  new  things  even 
if  they  make  mistakes,  and  to  be 
loved  as  children  of  God. 


USKICHITTO 

Retreat  Center 


CAMP  FIRST  TIME 

July  23-25 
(completed  grade  3) 
Larry  Martin 
ELEMENTARY  I 
July  9-13 

(completed  grades  4-6) 
Mike  and  Kim  Hammett 
ELEMENTARY  II 
August  6-10 
(completed  grades  4-6) 
Rick  and  Marilyn  Hebert 
JUNIOR  HIGH 
July  16-20 

(completed  grades  7-9) 
Spiller  Milton 
SENIOR  HIGH 
July  27-29 

(completed  grades  9-12) 
Chuck  Hanson 


OLD  TIME  CAMP  MEETING 
June  17-22 
(for  all  ages) 

Homer  Bailes 

FAMILY  CAMP 
August  31-September  3 
(for  all  ages) 

Janie  Burch/Geneva  Bell 

For  further  information  contact: 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
P.O.  Box  177 
LeBlanc,  LA  70651 

The  five  day  camps  will  cost  $78 
and  will  include  a  photograph.  The 
three  day  camps  will  cost  $52,  also 
including  a  photograph.  There  is  a 
$5  discount  for  early  registration. 


Singing  together  at  the  Family  Camp  at  Uskichitto 


CAMPING 

1990 


MARCH  1 1 
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CAMP 


MIDDLE  ELEMENTARY  I 

June  25-29 

(entering  grades  3  &  4) 
MIDDLE  ELEMENTARY  II 
July  23-27 

(entering  grades  3  &  4) 

Lylln  Craig/Kemper  Smith 

OLDER  ELEMENTARY  I 
July  9-13 

(entering  grades  5  &  6) 

OLDER  ELEMENTARY  II 
July  30-August  3 
(entering  grades  5  &  6) 

Sheri  Zehner 

OLDER  ELEMENTARY  III 
August  13-17 
(entering  grades  5  &  6) 

Dick  Humphries/Dolores  Giles 
JUNIOR  HIGH  I 
June  18-22 

(entering  grades  7  &  8) 

Willis  Dear 


JUNIOR  HIGH  II 

August  6-10 
(entering  grades  7  &  8) 

Tom  Dolph/Bob  Deich 
SENIOR  HIGH 
June  11-15 
(entering  grades  9-12) 

David  Martin 

METHODIST  HOME  CAMP 
July  16-20 

(entering  grades  10-12) 

Ken  and  Kay  Irby 

For  further  information  contact: 
Camp  Istrouma 
P.O.  Box  333 

Greenwell  Springs,  LA  70739 

All  camps  will  cost  $65  which  in¬ 
cludes  a  camp  T-shirt.  There  will  be 
a  $5  late  fee  for  registrations  re¬ 
ceived  less  than  ten  days  before  the 
camp. 


Camp  is  a  time  for  all  ages  to  share 


There  is  always  time  for  recreation 


Campers  are  greeted  as  they  arrive  at  Camp  Istrouma 


Campers  stop  to  pose  for  a  picture 


Regardless  of  the  weather,  camp  activities  continue 
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The  Best  of  Pastors  — 
The  Worst  of  Pastors 


Marilyn  and  I  are  over  half  through  our  first  of  three  annual  rounds 
of  Shepherd's  Visits.  We  have  been  in  many  since  we  started  the  visits 
—  churches  along  placid  bayous  in  Acadiana,  churches  in  the  piney 
woods  of  northern  Louisiana,  churches  in  river  towns  along  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  churches  in  our  cities,  small  rural  chapels  standing  guard  over 
well  kept  cemeteries. 

There  have  been  many  exciting  experiences  of  shared  stories  of  faith 
with  both  laity  and  clergy. 

I  have  also  received  some  unforgettable  pictures  of  the  church  that 
I’m  still  pondering.  In  one  congregation,  a  member  was  distressed  that 
there  may  not  be  a  pastoral  change.  He  was  not  only  dissatisfied  with 
the  present  pastor,  he  let  me  know  “the  bishop  has  not  sent  us  a  good 
pastor  in  the  50  years  I  have  been  in  this  church!”  I  can  also  still  see 
the  frail  elderly  woman  with  the  bright  eyes  and  smile-wrinkled  face 
who  hugged  me  as  she  said,  “Thank  you  for  our  pastor.  He  has  kept  up 
the  tradition.  We  have  not  had  a  bad  pastor  in  the  76  years  I  have  been 
a  member  here.” 

I  was  interested  to  learn  that  several  ministers  had  served  both 
churches! 


A  New  Program 


-Around  the  Conference- 


PRESTIGIOUS  HONOR  —  Pictured  are  Eagle  Scouts  from  Troop 
#60  from  Clinton.  L.  to  r.  are  Carroll  Gunter,  IV,  Kinley  Eastman, 
Matthew  Mardis,  Byron  Herrod,  and  G.  ).  Charlet  III.  The  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Eagle  Rank  are  very  difficult  to  achieve.  During  a  re¬ 
cent  ceremony  honoring  the  scouts,  Scoutmaster  George  J.  Charlet 
Jr.  praised  members  of  the  community  for  attending  and  for  their 
continued  support.  A  special  "thank  you"  was  extended  to  Clinton 
UMC  for  its  contributions. 


CELEBRATES  CENTENNIAL  —  Led  by  Lay  Leader  Wendy  Elsen,  the 
children  of  Patterson  UMC  presented  a  skit  on  the  church  building 
and  activities  at  the  church's  recent  celebration  of  its  sanctuary's 
100th  birthday.  District  Superintendent  Kirby  Vining,  who  served 
the  church  1960-1961,  was  the  guest  preacher.  Patterson  Mayor 
Gus  Lipari  proclaimed  the  day  "United  Methodist  Church  Day," 
praising  the  congregation  for  its  "powerful  influence  for  good"  in 
the  Patterson  community.  Current  pastor  is  Rev.  Karen  Davis. 


Clergy  Reading  Groups  Inaugurated 


Cokesbury  is  introducing  Clergy 
Reading  Groups  to  encourage  min¬ 
isters  to  join  with  their  colleagues  in 
a  study  group  that  meets  at  least 
once  a  month  to  discuss  a  book  that 
all  of  them  have  read.  Starting  with 
this  issue  Circuit  Rider  will  feature 
one  book  a  month;  each  month 
there  will  be  a  suggested  group  for¬ 
mat  and  book  review. 

The  first  book  in  this  series  is 
Resident  Aliens:  Life  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Colony  by  Stanley  Hauerwas 
and  William  H.  Willimon. 

In  this  bold  and  visionary  book, 

March  24-25 


two  leading  Christian  thinkers  ex¬ 
plore  the  “alien”  status  of  Chris¬ 
tians  in  today’s  world,  and  offer  a 
compelling  new  vision  of  how  the 
Christian  church  can  regain  its  vi¬ 
tality,  battle  its  malaise,  reclaim  its 
capacity  to  nourish  souls,  and  stand 
firmly  against  the  illusions,  preten¬ 
sions,  and  eroding  values  of  today’s 
world. 

The  program  will  introduce  the 
concept,  show  the  new  videotape 
promoting  Clergy  Reading  Groups, 
and  provide  an  opportunity  for  cler¬ 


gy  to  call  in  and  make  their  com¬ 
ments  or  obtain  more  information 
from  H.  Claude  Young  Jr.,  Book 
Editor  for  the  UM  Publishing 
House. 

These  groups  have  four  main  pur¬ 
poses:  1)  To  stay  fresh  in  the  minis¬ 
try  by  wrestling  with  ideas  and 
varying  viewpoints;  2)  To  talk  with 
authors  and  to  probe  more  deeply 
into  the  book's  subject;  3)  To  moti¬ 
vate  ministers  to  read  as  a  means  of 
remaining  informed  and  mentally 
stimulated;  4)  To  provide  a  “sup¬ 
port  group”  of  colleagues. 


Because  the  CSTN  broadcast  will 
be  the  focal  point  for  a  group’s  dis¬ 
cussion  at  least  four  times  a  year, 
the  group  should  have  access  to  a 
satellite  dish  and  receiver. 

Since  the  broadcast  will  provide 
an  opportunity  for  “on  the  air”  tele¬ 
phone  conversations  with  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  featured  book,  a 
telephone  needs  to  be  available! 

Ministers  may  call  Cokesbury’s 
toll  free  number,  1-800  672-1789 
and  receive  help  in  finding  a  site  in 
their  area. 


Conference  Wide  Singles  Event  Slated 


SPECIAL  GUEST  —  The  UMW  of  First  UMC  of  Leesville  recently 
hosted  a  special  program  presented  by  Lia  Donadze.  Ms.  Donadze, 
an  English  teacher  in  Tbilisi,  Georgia  in  the  Soviet  Union,  was  a 
house  guest  of  Dr.  Billie  McRae,  under  the  "Sister  City  Program." 
Over  50  women,  representing  five  local  churches,  enjoyed  the  en¬ 
tertaining  presentation  and  luncheon.  Pictured  are  Ms.  Donadze 
presenting  a  recording  of  "Folk  Songs  from  Georgia"  to  Mrs.  Shar¬ 
on  Olmsted,  wife  of  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted,  pastor  of  First  Church. 


A  Singles  Conference  entitled 
“Intimacy:  Building  Healthy  Rela¬ 
tionships”  will  take  place  March 
24-25,  1990  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Sponsoring  the  conference  wide 
event  are  First  Church,  Broadmoor 
UMC,  Camphor  UMC  and  Univer¬ 
sity  William  B.  Reily  Memorial 
UMC,  all  representing  the  Baton 
Rouge  District. 

Well  known  author,  lecturer  and 
speaker  regarding  singles  issues, 
Terry  Hershey,  will  lead  the  two 
day  event.  Hershey  has  authored 
such  books  as  Intimacy:  The  Long¬ 
ing  of  Every  Human  Heart;  Clear 
Headed  Choices  in  a  Sexually  Con¬ 
fused  World;  and  Beginning  Again: 
Life  After  a  Relationship  Ends. 

Hershey  was  born  and  raised  in 
Michigan.  He  earned  a  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  in  Philosophy  and  Reli¬ 
gion  at  Taylor  University  and  a 
Master  of  Arts  in  Theology  at  Fuller 
Theological  Seminary. 

After  years  of  working  with  youth 
and  in  evangelism  and  missions, 


Hershey  served  three  years  on  the 
staff  of  the  Crystal  Cathedral  Con¬ 
gregation  in  Garden  Grove,  Califor¬ 
nia  as  Minister  with  Single  Adults. 
In  this  church  of  10,000  members, 
he  worked  with  many  never-mar¬ 
ried,  formerly  married,  and  wid¬ 
owed  persons.  Additionally,  he 
served  as  minister  of  small  groups 
training  leaders  to  help  integrate 
church  members  into  home  Bible 
study  involvement. 

Believing  that  healthy  ministries 
are  built  on  healthy  relationships, 
Hershey  founded  Christian  Focus  in 
1983,  an  agency  that  assists  local 
churches  in  creating  environments 
for  building  healthy  relationships. 
Along  with  other  associates  on  the 
Christian  Focus  team.  Hershey’s 
ministry  finds  him  writing,  devel¬ 
oping  curriculum,  leading  seminars, 
guiding  retreats  for  church  leader¬ 
ship  teams,  and  consulting  in  areas 
of  relationships  development  which 
include:  small  group  ministry,  min¬ 
istry  with  divorced  persons,  minis¬ 
try  with  young  adults,  single  adults. 


pre-marital  development,  and  per¬ 
sonal  renewal. 

The  seminar  begins  at  8:30  a.m. 
with  registration  and  breakfast,  and 
continues  throughout  the  day  with 
workshops  led  by  Hershey.  The  day 
comes  to  a  close  at  5:00  p.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  optional  activities  for  the 
evening. 

The  workshops  continue  Sunday 
with  breakfast,  followed  by  an  11:00 
a.m.  worship  service  with  participa¬ 
tion  from  the  singles.  Lunch  and 
good  byes  conclude  the  two  day 
event. 

Registration  received  prior  to 
March  14  is  $30.00  and  includes  all 
workshop  materials  and  four  meals. 


After  March  14,  registration  cost 
will  be  $40.00.  Child  care  will  be 
available  for  an  additional  $15.00. 
For  those  travelling  from  out  of 
town,  hotel  accommodations  can  be 
made  at  the  Ramada  Inn,  located  at 
1480  Nicholson  Drive  in  Baton 
Rouge,  (504)  387-1 1 1 1.  It  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  specify  “Singles  Confer¬ 
ence”  to  receive  group  rates.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Annual  Conference  and 
marked  ‘‘Singles  Conference.” 
Checks  can  be  mailed  to  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Office,  527  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge.  LA 
70802. 

This  conference  is  open  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  all  denominations. 


Louisiana  Methodists 
are  Made  Aware 


1990  Festival  Choir 
Tour  Scheduled 


The  Soviet  Union  will  be  the  fo¬ 
cal  point  of  the  eleventh  interna¬ 
tional  concert  tour  of  the  United 
Methodist  Festival  Choir  (UMFC). 
The  15-day  tour  for  youth  also  will 
visit  Finland  and  offer  a  four-day 
extension  to  Poland. 

The  basic  UMFC  tour  is  set  for 
June  22-July  6,  1990,  with  the  Pol¬ 
ish  segment  extending  the  tour  to 
July  10.  This  will  be  the  third  con¬ 
secutive  summer  behind  the  Iron 
Curtain  for  the  youth  tour.  In  1988, 
the  festival  choir  performed  in  East 
Germany,  and  last  summer  it  visit¬ 
ed  Czechoslovakia,  East  Germany 
and  Hungary. 

In  addition  to  singing  in  the 
choir,  participants  may  perform 
with  a  liturgical  dance  choir  or  a 
handbell  choir. 

The  UMFC  will  assemble  in  New 
York.  After  two  days  of  rehearsals, 
the  choir  will  fly  via  Finnair  to  Hel¬ 
sinki  and  its  first  concert  date. 
Next,  after  a  ferryboat  ride  across 


the  Baltic  Sea,  there  will  be  visits  to 
four  major  Soviet  cities  —  Tallin 
(in  Estonia),  Leningrad,  Moscow 
and  Kiev. 

Those  selecting  the  tour  exten¬ 
sion  will  then  proceed  to  Poland 
and  visit  Cracow  and  Warsaw.  The 
choir  will  return  to  New  York  via 
Helsinki. 

Each  city’s  visit  will  include  a 
concert  and  ample  time  for  sight¬ 
seeing.  Highlights  will  include  a 
Russian  Orthodox  worship  service, 
Leningrad’s  Hermitage  Museum, 
Moscow’s  Kremlin  and  Red  Square, 
Fourth  of  July  in  Kiev  and  a  visit  to 
Chopin’s  birthplace  near  Warsaw. 

Cost  of  the  basic  tour  is  $2,879; 
the  optional  Polish  extension  is 
$400.  For  more  information  about 
the  United  Methodist  Festival 
Choir’s  exciting  1990  tour,  contact 
Educational  Tour  Consultants.  P.O. 
Box  2018,  Winchester,  VA  22601 
(800/336-25 1 5)  as  soon  as  possible. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  under  the 
leadership  of  its  chairperson  Dr. 
Larry  Robertson,  is  seeking  to  make 
us  aware  that  we  are  losing  ground 
—  coastal  wetlands  —  everyday  in 
a  rapid  way:  about  one  football  field 
size  of  land  is  being  lost  every  15 
minutes  from  our  Louisiana  coast. 

As  children  of  God  and  as  United 
Methodists,  we  stand  in  awe  at  the 
Biblical  account  of  creation  to  be 
good  stewards  of  His  creation.  The 
Book  of  Discipline  beautifully  sum¬ 
marizes  our  task  in  the  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  statement  on  “The  Natural 
World”: 

“All  creation  is  the  Lord’s 
and  we  are  responsible  for  the 
ways  in  which  we  use  and 
abuse  it . . .  Further,  we  recog¬ 
nize  the  responsibility  of  the 
church  toward  lifestyle  and 
systemic  changes  in  society 
that  will  promote  a  more  eco¬ 
logically  just  world  and  a  bet¬ 
ter  quality  of  life  for  all 
creation,  (paragraph  70,  page 
92) 

To  put  a  handle  on  that.  Sarah 
Schoeffler,  one  of  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders  involved  in  saving  our 
coastline,  informs  us  that  the  State 


of  Louisiana  has  developed  a  com¬ 
prehensive  plan  for  our  wetlands. 
This  plan  is  being  presented  in  a  se¬ 
ries  of  forums  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Wetlands  Interfaith 
Stewardship  Plan  and  Coalition  to 
Restore  Coastal  Louisiana. 

These  forums  are  being  held  in 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Cam¬ 
eron,  Abbeville,  Berwick,  Houma, 
and  Belle  Chasse. 

Louisiana  United  Methodists 
dedicated  to  this  project  are  excited 
about  the  accomplishments  taking 
place  in  the  coastal  wetlands  efforts. 
Two  years  ago  an  Office  of  Coastal 
Restoration  was  established  in  the 
governor’s  office  with  David  Soi¬ 
leau  heading  the  department.  At 
that  time  a  constitutionally  protect¬ 
ed  trust  fund  for  wetland  projects 
was  formed. 

Now  a  crucial  step  is  before  Loui¬ 
siana  residents.  The  state,  through 
the  efforts  of  the  new  established  of¬ 
fice,  is  presenting  a  comprehensive 
plan  for  coastal  wetlands  to  be 
funded  by  the  trust  fund.  It  is  very 
important  that  we  in  the  church,  as 
responsible  stewards  of  God’s  cre¬ 
ation.  continue  to  inform  the  peo¬ 
ple  about  this  issue.  The  state’s  plan 
needs  to  be  approved  during  this 
Goming  session  of  the  legislature. 


I - 

Dillard  University  will  sponsor  its 
third  annual  recital  of  Outstanding 
Young  Music  Students  on  Sunday, 
March  1 1  at  4  p.m.  in  Lawless  Me¬ 
morial  Chapel.  The  recital  will  fea¬ 
ture  5  to  17  year  old  students  from 
local  elementary  and  secondary 
schools  in  song  and  classical  and 
jazz  music.  Students  will  perform 
on  the  piano,  trumpet  and  tenor 
saxophone.  The  city-wide  Youth 
Opera  Group,  composed  of  area 
high  school  students  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Pamela  Zeigler,  will  also 
perform.  Moses  Hogan,  Dillard 
University  assistant  professor  of 
music,  will  accompany  the  group. 
Violet  G.  Bowers,  a  Dillard  Univer¬ 
sity  associate  professor  of  music,  is 
the  event’s  organizer.  The  concert  is 
free  and  open  to  the  public. 


Recently,  the  members  of 
McGuire  UMC  in  West  Monroe  cel¬ 
ebrated  Wills  and  Legacies  Sunday. 


-Persons  —  Churches  —  Events- 


Special  guest  speaker  for  the  event 
was  Robert  Rainer,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  attorney  from  Baton  Rouge 
and  member  of  Ingleside  UMC.  He 
spoke  briefly  regarding  the  special 
Sunday,  and  was  available  following 
the  worship  service  to  answer  ques¬ 
tions.  At  Ingleside  Mr.  Rainer  chairs 
the  Pastor-Parish  Relations  Commit¬ 
tee.  Rev.  Michael  McLaurin  is  pastor 
of  McGuire. 

*  *  * 

Mount  Zion  UMC  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  is  sponsoring  its  Annual  Re¬ 
vival  March  12-13,  1990,  7-9  p.m. 
The  theme  for  this  year’s  event  is 
“Life  Anew  Through  Christ.”  Dr. 
Walter  H.  McKelvey  will  lead  the 
revival.  He  is  a  native  of  Greens¬ 
ville,  South  Carolina.  He  is  current¬ 
ly  serving  as  Vice  President  of 
Public  and  Church  Relations  of  the 
UM  Publishing  House  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luther 
Speight  Sr.  are  Chairpersons  on 
Evangelism.  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  is 


pastor. 


Dr.  William  Willimon  of  Duke 
University  will  inaugurate  a  new 
annual  lecture  series  at  First  UMC 
Lake  Charles.  He  will  speak  Sun¬ 
day,  March  1 1  at  the  8:30  a.m.,  1 1 
a.m.,  and  6  p.m.  worship  services. 
His  topics  will  be  “Righteous 
Rage.”  “How  to  be  Bom  Again,” 
and  “Jesus'  Temptation.”  A  recep¬ 
tion  will  follow  the  6  p.m.  service. 
Monday  morning,  March  12,  Mr. 
Willimon  will  meet  with  laity  and 
clergy  at  9  a.m.  for  a  lecture  entitled 
“Being  Biblical  People,”  followed 
by  discussion.  His  theme  for  the  lec¬ 
tures  at  First  Church  is  “The  Way 
of  the  Cross:  Discipleship  Renewed 
in  Lent.”  Rev.  Grayson  Watson  is 
pastor  of  First  Church, 
morning,  March  12,  Mr.  Willimon 
will  meet  with  laity  and  clergy  at  9 
a.m.  for  a  lecture  entitled  “Being 
Biblical  People,”  followed  by  dis¬ 
cussion.  His  theme  for  the  lectures 


at  First  Church  is  “The  Way  of  the 
Cross:  Discipleship  Renewed  in 
Lent.  ”  Rev.  Grayson  Watson  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  Church. 

*  *  * 

Recently,  the  Church  Women 
United  held  its  annual  meeting  at 
First  UMC  in  Bossier  City.  Bonnie 
Lockwood  greeted  those  attending. 
Special  music  was  presented  by 
Sidney  Montegudo,  Minister  of 
Music  for  First  Church.  Prayers 
were  offered  by  Rev.  John  Lee,  pas¬ 
tor,  and  Loretta  Lampkin,  Asso¬ 
ciate  Minister.  Refreshments  were 
provided  by  the  UMW  of  First 
Church  who  hosted  the  event.  Sue 
Cunduff.  from  the  Salvation  Army, 
conducted  the  installation  and  re¬ 
dedication  service.  The  new  officers 
installed  for  the  coming  year  are: 
Roselta  Lyons.  President;  Cora  B. 
Williams,  Vice  President  and  Out¬ 
going  President;  Barbara  France, 
Secretary;  and  Ruth  Waites,  Trea¬ 
surer. 
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REPORTER 
Editorial  _ 


Make  a  sound  'peace  investment' 


Visions  of  a  time  when  “swords” 
are  “beaten  into  plowshares”  often 
are  viewed  as  hopelessly  naive. 

So  it's  noteworthy  when  members 
of  a  body  not  known  for  such  vi¬ 
sion — the  U.S.  Congress — seek  to 
translate  that  vision  into  reality. 

Thirteen  U.S.  representatives  and 
five  senators  recently  announced 
their  support  for  a  congressional  res¬ 
olution  to  cut  military  spending  in 
half  by  the  year  2000  (see  related  ar¬ 
ticle  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  resolution,  titled  "Harvest  of 
Peace,”  calls  for  a  "peace  dividend” 
that  would  be  used  for  “basic  human 
needs”  such  as  food,  housing,  health 
care,  etc.  The  “Peace  dividend"  would 
be  created  by  reduced  defense  spending 
resulting  from  a  presumed  lessening  of 
Soviet  military  threat. 

One  of  the  resolution’s  sponsors. 
Sen.  Mark  Hatfield  (R-Ore.),  explains 
why  the  measure  is  needed: 

“We  are  now  threatened  by  a 
world  weakened  by  hunger,  ravaged 
by  drugs,  [and]  impoverished  by  a 
runaway  arms  race  .  .  .  These 
threats  require  new  thinking." 

We  agree. 

Although  this  resolution  is  “non- 
binding,”  it  is  a  worthy  statement  of 
national  intent.  We  believe  that 
Christians  should  add  our  voices  to 
those  of  some  100  national  organiza¬ 
tions,  including  many  church  groups, 
that  have  declared  support  for  “Har¬ 
vest  of  Peace." 

Several  benefits  consistent  with 
Christian  principles  would  result 
from  its  adoption: 

■  It  would  assume  that  our  nation 
should  use  the  bulk  of  its  resources 
for  the  enhancement  of  life,  not  for 


producing  weapons  of  death. 

The  federal  budget  now  includes 
twice  as  much  for  military  defense 
as  for  health,  education  and  other 
human  services  combined!  Such  an 
imbalance  is  not  justified  by  today’s 
world  situation. 

■  It  would  provide  citizens  with  a 
compassionate  standard  to  which 
public  leaders  could  be  held  morally, 
if  not  legally,  accountable. 

That  standard  would  include  con¬ 
cern  for  national  security  against 
external  aggression.  However,  it 
would  include  equal  concern  for 
“internal  aggression” — that  is, 
threats  to  our  collective  well-being 
posed  by  widespread  homelessness, 
deteriorating  educational  stand¬ 
ards,  rampant  drug  abuse,  etc. 

■  It  would  send  a  clear  and  timely 
signal  to  other  world  powers  about 
our  priorities  and  intentions. 

This  is  particularly  vital  during  a 
time  when  the  Soviet  Union  and  oth¬ 
er  nations  are  shedding  the  yoke  of 
communist  rule  and  moving  toward 
more  democratic,  less  militarized  so¬ 
cieties.  Signs  of  changing  priorities  in 
our  society — away  from  the  arms 
race  and  toward  needs  of  the  human 
race — would  encourage  that  trend. 

We  urge  you  to  inform  your  con¬ 
gressional  representatives  of  your 
support  for  this  resolution.  Point 
out  that  even  if  a  short-term  “peace 
dividend"  doesn’t  materialize,  the 
measure  merits  support  as  a  sound 
long-term  “peace  investment.” 

(For  more  information,  write  to  the 
Christian  anti-hunger  lobby  that  initi¬ 
ated  “Harvest  of  Peace”:  Bread  for 
the  World,  802  Rhode  Island  Ave., 
N.E.,  Washington,  D.C.  20018.) 


m 

Visions  of  beating  "swords  into  plowshares" — or  turning  "bombs 
to  bread"  as  Nebraska  UM  Sharee  Kelly  advocates — often  are 
viewed  as  hopelessly  naive.  Christians  should  add  their  voices  to  a 
proposed  congressional  resolution  to  make  such  visions  reality. 


Letters  to  the  Editor=  - 

East  German  bishop  unfairly  criticized 


I  write  to  defend  East  German 
Bishop  Ruediger  Minor  whom 
Francis  Charest  accused  of  offering 
people  Marxist  “garbage”  instead 
of  the  Gospel  (see  UMR,  Feb.  23). 

I  know  Bishop  Minor.  I  have 
seen  the  faith  of  the  church  he 
leads.  It  is  far  more  inspiring 
than  the  smug  complacency  of 
many  American  Christians.  Bish¬ 
op  Minor  preaches  and  practices 
faith  in  Christ. 

Marxist  atheism  resulted  from 
disillusionment  over  the  failure 
of  the  church  to  “walk  its  talk.” 
Bishop  Minor  knows  that  Marx¬ 
ist  criticism  of  the  way  Christian¬ 
ity  has  been  practiced  is  not 
entirely  wrong. 

One  East  German  United 
Methodist  told  me,  “The  Com¬ 
munists  actually  made  us  better 
Christians  by  forcing  us  to  live 
our  faith  rather  than  engaging  in 
the  empty  platitudes  that  once 
passed  for  faith.” 

Bishop  Minor  calls  us  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  hear  that  criticism  so  we 
might  be  better  Christians.  That 
call  is  not  “garbage.” 

Robert  C.  Morwell 
Mount  Pulaski,  Illinois 

Headline  misleading 

In  my  days  working  on  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  newspaper,  the  person 
writing  the  headline  was  often  not 
the  person  who'd  written  the  arti¬ 
cle.  Perhaps  this  is  what  happened 
with  an  article  appearing  in  the 
Feb.  9  Reporter. 


In  the  otherwise  insightful  arti¬ 
cle  headlined,  “Young  German 
sees  revolution's  gains,”  I  believe 
the  headline  should  read,  “WEST 
German  youth  motivated  to  think 
seriously  about  their  lives.” 

The  article's  second  paragraph 
states:  “The  revolution  in  East 
Germany  is  motivating  youths  in 
this  country  to  think  more  seri¬ 
ously  about  their  lives,”  said 
Carsten  Matthaeus”  (emphasis 
added). 

Mr.  Matthaeus  is  a  West  Ger¬ 
man,  and  I  believe  he  makes  a 
valuable  witness  about  the  mate¬ 
rialistic  fantasyland  in  which  we 
Westerners  too  often  dwell — and 
which  may  falsely  attract  Eastern 
Europeans. 

According  to  Mr.  Matthaeus,  it’s 
precisely  because  West  German 
United  Methodists  have  “become 
a  middle-class  church”  that  they 
have  something  to  learn  from  their 
East  German  counterparts,  for 
whom  “being  a  Christian  is  an  ex¬ 
istential  thing”  - 

To  suggest,  as  your  headline 
does,  that  “the  revolution's 
gains”  are  only  motivating  East 
German  youths  to  examine  their 
lives  distorts  Mr.  Matthaeus’  wit¬ 
ness  180  degrees — and  may  pro¬ 
mote  smug  self-satisfaction 
among  the  faithful  here  at  home. 
Greg  Garman 
Sauk  Centre,  Minnesota 

'Stand'  on  target 

The  “Here  I  Stand”  column  of 


Feb.  16  is  right  on  target.  There 
is  a  great  need  for  evangelists 
throughout  the  church. 

If  you  were  to  do  a  study,  you 
may  find  that  there  are  members t. 
who  are  going  outside  of  the  de;  * 
nomination  to  become  evange¬ 
lists.  There  are  many  people  who 
do  not  want  to  be  ordained  but 
who  want  to  work  for  the  Lord. 

Just  as  we  have  classes  for  lay- 
speakers,  we  need  to  have  train¬ 
ing  for  evangelists  in  all  districts. 
This  would  even  be  a  help  to  or¬ 
dained  ministers  since  evange¬ 
lists  will  be  working  closer  with 
them  than  layspeakers  do  now. 

Gloria  Jenkins 
Salisbury,  Maryland 


Thanks  for  editorial 

Thank  you  for  the  editorial 
urging  recycling  (see  UMR,  Jan. 
26).  The  need  to  recycle  materi¬ 
als  is  evident  and  many  congre¬ 
gations  have  excellent  programs. 

I  am  happy  to  learn  of  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  aggressive  recycling  ef¬ 
forts.  1  would  hope  that  the 
Reporter  can  set  an  example,  too, 
by  beginning  to  use  recycled  pa¬ 
per  in  its  editions. 

The  lack  of  a  market  for  recy¬ 
cled  products  has  resulted  in  a 
glut  of  paper  waiting  to  be  recy¬ 
cled.  If  we  recycle  and  then  fail 
to  buy  recycled  products  we  are 
simply  moving  from  piling  trash 
in  the  landfill  to  piling  it  up  at  re¬ 


cycling  centers. 

Your  readers  should  urge  their 
churches,  local  governments,  and 
newspapers  to  purchase  recycled 
products  and  they  should  pur¬ 
chase  recycled  products  them¬ 
selves. 

Thanks  again  for  drawing  at¬ 
tention  to  this  issue. 

Jaydee  R.  Hanson 
Washington,  D.C. 


Was  it  happenstance? 

Until  recently,  only  my  United 
Methodist  tolerance  accepted  the 
new  hymnal.  I  found  very  few  ad¬ 
vantages  over  the  old  one,  and  one 
great  disadvantage:  the  difficulty 
of  reading  names  of  lyricists  and 
composers. 

One  Sunday,  however,  our 
congregation’s  benediction  hymn 
was  “Shalom  to  you”  on  Page 
666.  Six  hundred  sixty-six — the 
figure  from  Revelation  13:18 
that  strikes  fear  and  spite  into 
the  hearts  of  those  who  search 
the  Bible  for  curses  instead  of 
comfort. 

Was  it  mere  happensjance  that 
a  hymn  expressing  the  essence  of 
Christian  love  and  peace  was  so 
numbered?  Or  did  some  playful 
editor  deliberately  arrange  the 
ironic  pagination?  I  hope  so. 

Charles  Wesley  asked  why  the 
devil  had  all  the  best  tunes.  Or 
the  page  numbers. 

Olivia  M.  Nichols 
Dallas,  Texas 


What  others  are  saying  — - - - -  Know  your  Bible? 


“War  is  not  singing  the  ‘triumph 
song,’  in  which  ‘Onward,  Christian 
Soldiers’  exults,  nor  joining  the 
‘happy  throng.’  War  is  hell.” 

— Charles  R.  Ehrhardt,  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Hymnal  Commit¬ 
tee  .  »  * 

“Christianity  requires  unquali¬ 
fied  respect  for  every  human  being. 
The  character  of  the  human  being 


doesn’t  matter:  crimes,  disabilities, 
incapacity,  physical  repulsiveness, 
personal  obnoxiousness,  none  of 
this  has  anything  to  do  with  it.  As  a 
Christian,  you  have  to  respect  every 
human  being.  To  do  that,  you  have 
to  act  on  it  . . .  you’ve  got  to  try  to 
do  something.” 

— Glenn  Tinder,  author,  "The  Polit¬ 
ical  Meaning  of  Christianity” 


“The  church  has  to  be  the  church, 
and  everything  else  will  fall  into 
place.  If  the  church  can  become  an 
environment  where  people  could 
confess  their  addiction,  without 
fear  of  ridicule  or  ostracization, 
then  that  would  be  something — it 
would  be  a  miracle.” 

—United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton 
E.  May,  Washington,  D.C. 
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Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Do  not  lay  up  for  yourselves  trea¬ 
sures  on  earth,  where  moth  and  rust 
consume  and  where  thieves  break  in 
and  steal,  but  lay  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  in  heaven,  where  neither 
moth  nor  rust  consumes  and  where 
thieves  do  not  break  in  and  steal.  For 
where  your  treasure  is,  there  will 
your  heart  be  also.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Romans  12:2) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  12 

Monday:  Psalms  33: 1-12 
Tuesday:  Psalms  33:1 8-22 
Wednesday:  Genesis  12:1 -4a 
Thursday:  John  3: 1  - 1 7 
Friday:  John  3: 1 8-2 1 
Saturday:  Romans  4:1-5 
Sunday:  Romans  4: 1 3- 1 7 
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My  Witness — 

Noisy  amplifier  witnesses 
Guatemala  church's  pain 


By  JOSEPH  T.  ELDRIDGE 


For  the  seven  directors,  staff  and 
missionaries  of  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  who  recently  traveled  to 
Guatemala,  church  amplifying  sys¬ 
tems  will  never  be  heard  the  same. 

During  a  visit  with  the  National 
Methodist  Church  of  Guatemala, 
we  were  taken  to  visit  San  Jose  Son- 
ache,  a  rural  community  in  the 
Quiche  Department  where  the 
church  sponsors  the  John  Wesley 
Primary  School. 

As  we  gathered  in  the  small  adobe 
church  and  some  members  began  to 
sing,  their  voices  resounded  over 
the  arid  plateau  through  govern¬ 
ment-bought  outside  speakers. 

As  we  walked  the  dusty  path  back 
to  the  waiting  van,  Miguel  Lux,  the 
indigenous  president  of  our  partner 
church  in  Guatemala,  pulled  us  aside 
to  tell  us  about  the  origin  of  the 
church’s  shrill  but  effective  amplifier. 

In  the  early  1980s,  Guatemala  had 
undergone  a  period  of  unspeakable 
violence.  For  five  years  the  military 
in  its  counterinsurgent  war,  un¬ 
leashed  a  wave  of  terror  that  was  in¬ 
flicted  most  acutely  on  Guatemala’s 
Indian  communities.  All  meetings 
were  suspect,  including  those  whose 
only  purpose  was  to  worship  God. 

The  speaker  system  for  this  im¬ 
poverished  group  of  day  laborers 
and  sharecroppers  was  ordered  by 
the  military  to  insure  that  words 
spoken  in  praise  and  prayer  did  not 
challenge  the  government’s  totalitar¬ 
ian  supervision  of  life  in  Guatemala. 

Although  the  violence  has  subsid¬ 
ed  in  the  highlands,  the  tragic  lega¬ 
cy  of  tens  of  thousands  killed  has 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  The  Rev. 

Joseph  T.  Eldridge  is 
an  International 
Person  in  Mission 
with  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  a  ministerial  member  of  the 
Virginia  Annual  Conference. 


left  an  indelible  scar  on  the  psvche 
of  the  National  Methodist  Church. 
In  one  tragic  episode,  an  entire 
Methodist  congregation  was  killed 
when  passing  soldiers  leveled  the 
church  during  worship  believing  it 
inhabited  by  “subversives.” 

Ruth  and  Naomi  were  the  names 
given  by  the  church  to  a  project  that 
provides  spiritual  care  and  material 
support  for  those  widowed  and  or¬ 
phaned  by  the  violence. 

As  we  walked  around  the  Quiche 
with  Miguel  and  his  wife  Ana,  we 
were  given  an  unforgettable  glimpse 
of  their  dreams  for  new  ministries 
of  evangelical  outreach  and  service. 
In  Santa  Cruz  the  dream  takes  the 
form  of  a  cement  floor  for  their 
church,  while  in  Lemoa  it  is  for  a 
camp  they  hope  to  build  on  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  acres  of  recently  purchased 
lakeside  property. 

We  went  eagerly  to  Guatemala  to 
express  pastoral  concern  and  share 
Christ  with  our  Methodist  brothers 
and  sisters.  We  return  the  beneficia¬ 
ries  of  their  love  and  challenged  by 
the  intensity  of  their  faith. 


It  k 


Faithfully  you rs - - 

'What  a  sermon  that  was!' 


Let’s  hear  it  for  great  preaching! 
Twice  recently  my  wife  and  I  visit¬ 
ed  churches  well 
known  for  great 
preaching. 

1  left  their  wor¬ 
ship  services  con¬ 
vinced  that  there 
is  no  substitute  for 
and  no  higher  mo¬ 
ment  within  the 
gathered  Christian 
experience  than  a  strong,  thoughtful 
sermon  well  prepared  and  skillfully 
delivered. 

A  rich  mixture  of  homiletics,  ora¬ 
tory,  dramatics  and  exhortation  is 
as  old  as  the  spoken  word.  But  the 
content  and  delivery  were  as  fresh 
as  morning. 

The  title  of  one  sermon  was  “All 
Things  Are  Yours.”  At  least  a  half- 
dozen  times  during  the  sermon,  lis¬ 
teners  were  reminded  not  only  of 
those  words  but  of  the  rest  of  the 
“title”  phrase:  “All  things  are  yours, 
and  you  are  God’s.” 

The  preacher  frequently  ventured 
into  personal  anecdote  or  scholarly 
disclosure,  but  he  always  came  back 
to  and  repeated  the  complete  title 
phrase.  It  has  become,  at  least  to 
this  point,  literally  unforgettable. 

After  the  service,  a  long-time 
friend  and  I  crossed  paths  on  the 
way  out  of  the  sanctuary. 


“Wasn’t  that  some  sermon?”  he 
asked,  grinning  broadly.  And  before 
I  could  do  more  than  grin  in  re¬ 
sponse,  he  added  a  Texas-style  soft- 
voiced  affirmation  that  sounded 
like  “ooooeeeeeee!” 

The  next  Sunday,  in  another 
church  of  another  denomination  in 
another  town,  the  sermon  title  was 
“What  is  the  Church  Anyway?  The 
Church  is  a  Place.”  It  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  of  four  parts  billed  as  a  lecture 
series  but  actually  one  great  sermon 
after  another.  (Other  subtitles  in  the 
series,  by  the  way,  were:  “The 
Book,”  “The  Pew,”  “The  Pulpit”). 

As  I  told  my  wife  and  two  or 
three  others  who  heard  the  sermon, 
any  preacher  who  can  make  you 
both  laugh  and  cry  within  30  min¬ 
utes  must  be  doing  something  right. 

Both  preachers  held  their  audi¬ 
ences  captive.  We  used  to  call  their 
kind  spellbinders.  They  knew  their 
text.  They  knew  their  audiences. 
They  knew  how  to  let  the  congrega¬ 
tion  breathe  via  brief  silences  on 
their  own  part. 

I’d  go  back  to  hear  either  of  those 
great  preachers.  I’d  rather  hope, 
though,  that  plenty  more  like  them 
are  out  there  just  waiting  to  be 
heard. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  Managing  Editor 
of  Ihe  Reporter. 


iohn  Lovelace 


Position  Description 

Dean  of  the  College  of  Education 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  proposed  United  Methodist  Africa  University  is 
seeking  nominations  for  the  position  of  Dean  of  the  College  of  Education.  The 
University  will  be  located  at  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe.  Persons  to  be  nominated 
should  have  demonstrated  administrative  and  academic  leadership  experience  in 
higher  education.  A  Ph.D.  or  its  equivalent  is  highly  recommended.  The  desired 
candidate  should  be  committed  to  the  spirit  of  innovation  germane  to  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  new  university.  Persons  nominated  should  have  demonstrated  leader¬ 
ship  experience  and  teaching,  administrative,  and  pedagogic  competence.  Ability 
to  communicate  effectively  in  English  is  required  and  facility  with  French  or  Por¬ 
tuguese  and  one  or  more  traditional  African  languages  is  desirable.  Candidates 
should  have  demonstrated  knowledge  of  and  experience  with  the  cultures,  contri¬ 
butions,  problems,  and  educational  needs  of  the  people  of  Africa,  as  well  as  other 
skills  reflective  of  United  Methodist  tradition  in  higher  education. 

The  search  process  includes  two  stages:  (1)  nominations  and  applications  will 
be  received  and  screened  by  the  search  committee  and  (2)  persons  progressing 
to  the  candidate  stage  will  be  notified  to  provide  recommendations. 

Since  this  person  will  be  the  first  appointed  officer  of  the  school,  it  will  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  he/she  will  play  a  major  role  in  recruiting  faculty,  developing  curricu¬ 
la,  establishing  appropriate  academic  and  administrative  procedures,  recruiting 
students,  and  helping  to  establish  a  sense  of  community  for  the  College  of 
Education. 

The  Dean  will  be  supervised  by  the  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  the  University 
and  work  under  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  University.  An  Advi¬ 
sory  Board  for  the  College  of  Education  will  be  available  for  consultation  and  will 
serve  at  the  pleasure  of  the  board. 

Persons  interested  in  applying  or  nbminating  others  for  consideration  for  this 
position  should  address  inquiries  (including  a  recent  resume)  by  registered  mail 
by  June  1,  1990,  to:  _  ,  _ 

Search  Committee 

College  of  Education,  Africa  University 
P.O.  Box  871 
Nashville,  TN  37202 

It  is  anticipated  that  an  appointment  will  be  made  no  later  than  October,  1990, 
and  that  the  first  class  will  be  admitted  for  lectures  in  1991. 
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DAY-CARE  BILL  RAPPED:  A  sociol¬ 
ogist  from  United  Methodist-related  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity  says  aspects  of  the  proposed  federal  Act 
for  Better  Child  Care  “simply  go  against  the 
American  grain.”  Brigitte  Berger  and  other  ex¬ 
perts  at  a  recent  Washington  conference  said 
plans  to  follow  the  Swedish  child-care  model, 
which  uses  nationalized  centers,  would  fail  in 
America.  That’s  because  a  third  of  the  care  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  churches  or  other  religious  groups.  Ms. 
Berger  called  the  Swedish  program  a  failure  be¬ 
cause  only  20  percent  of  the  that  nation’s  700,000 
preschool  children  could  be  placed  in  centers. 

FOOLS  FOR  CHRIST:  The  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Merry  Christians,  with  13,000  members, 
is  inviting  congregations  to  join  in  “holy  humor 
month.”  It’s  to  begin  with  observances  of  April 
Fool’s  Day,  April  1 .  The  group  wants  to  put  the 
first  day  of  April,  once  called  “All  Fools’  Day,” 
back  on  the  Christian  calendar.  That’s  part  of  a 
drive  to  put  light-hearted  celebration  into 
churches.  The  fellowship  cites  the  1  Corinthians 
4:10  observation  that  “we  are  fools  for  Christ’s 
sake.”  The  Rev.  Donald  Postema,  a  fellowship 
member  and  Christian  Reformed  pastor  in  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  described  the  approach  as  using 
“humor  to  convey  a  very  serious  message.” 

BIBLE  TRANSLATIONS:  The  United 

Bible  Societies  reported  that  translators  con¬ 
verted  at  least  one  book  of  the  Bible  into  2 1  new 
languages  during  1989.  Translations  are  avail¬ 
able  in  1,928  languages,  and  translation  projects 
are  under  way  in  424  additional  languages. 

GIVING  DROPS:  For  the  first  time 
since  1968,  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ)  has  reported  a  decline  in  giving  from  the 
previous  year’s  level  for  general  missions  work. 
The  1.1  million-member  denomination  collect¬ 
ed  $20.62  million  in  1989.  That  compares  to 
$20.68  million  during  1988. 

SCHOOL  CROSS  VETOED:  An 

Arizona  judge  has  ruled  that  a  cross  that  for  42 
years  has  been  atop  Danforth  Chapel  at  Arizona 
State  University  in  Tempe  must  come  down. 
The  Arizona  Civil  Liberties  Union  filed  suit  to 
have  the  cross  removed  from  the  state-support¬ 
ed  school.  The  civil  liberties  group  and  the 
judge  agreed  that  the  cross  violates  constitution¬ 
al  guarantees  of  separation  of  church  and  state. 
However,  the  judge  allowed  two  Christian 
groups  30  days  to  appeal  to  a  higher  court. 

ACTIVISTS  CONTINUE:  Anti¬ 
apartheid  church  activists  in  this  country  say 
they  plan  to  keep  political  and  economic  pres¬ 
sure  on  South  Africa.  That  decision  comes  de¬ 
spite  the  unbanning  of  the  African  National 
Congress  and  the  release  from  prison  of  its  lead¬ 
er,  Nelson  Mandela.  In  interviews  conducted  af¬ 
ter  South  African  President  F.W.  de  Klerk 
announced  sweeping  reforms  in  government 
policies,  U.S.  church  activists  in  the  anti-apart¬ 
heid  effort  said  the  moves  fall  far  short  of  dis¬ 
mantling  the  apartheid  system. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  wire  reports 


Astronaut  walks  in  space  and  in  faith 

Life-long  United  Methodist  layman  makes  both  journeys  with  commitment 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

Riding  a  space  shuttle  “is  a  lit¬ 
tle  bit  like  being  a  local  church 
stewardship  chairman.  Some  per¬ 
il  is  involved  in  both." 

So  says  Air  Force  Lt.  Col.  Jerry 
Ross,  veteran  astronaut  and  ac¬ 
tive  United  Methodist. 

Next  November  he’s  scheduled 
to  take  his  third  space  walk.  He 
took  two,  totaling  more  than  12 
hours,  as  part  of  the  1985  shuttle 
crew  that  deployed  three  com¬ 
munications  satellites. 

His  270  hours  in  space  include 
a  1988  mission  that  carried  a  De¬ 


partment  of  Defense  payload. 

Mr.  Ross,  a  member  of 
Friendswood  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  walking  in  space  is 
“fantastic.” 

“You’re  just  cruising  around 
out  there,”  he  said.  “From  ear  to 
ear  you  can  see  the  Earth.  God 
created  a  beautiful  world. 
There’s  no  doubt  about  it.” 

When  he’s  not  “cruising”  in 
space  or  working  on  the  ground 
crew  as  he  was  for  last  week's  At¬ 
lantis  shuttle  launch,  Mr.  Ross  is 
what  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Donald 
M.  Meadors,  calls  “an  outstand¬ 
ing  churchman.” 


Mr.  Ross  served  two  years  as 
chairman  of  the  Friendswood 
UMC  council  on  ministries, 
three  as  chairman  of  the  nomina¬ 
tions  and  personnel  committee, 
three  as  Sunday  school  superin¬ 
tendent  and  now  is  in  his  second 
two  years  in  the  "perilous  job”  of 
stewardship  chairman. 

Space  added  to  my  faith 

“My  faith  was  formed  early,” 
Mr.  Ross  said.  “Going  into  space 
added  to  what  I  already  knew 
and  believed. 

“My  dad’s  grandparents 
helped  form  a  Methodist  church 
in  Leroy,  Ind.  And  1  was  at  that 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  NATIONAL  AERONAUTICS  AND  SPACE  ADMINISTRATION 

OUTER  SPACE — From  his  precarious  perch,  Air  Force  Lt.  Col.  Jerry  Ross,  mission  specialist  in 
the  NASA  shuttle  program,  enjoys  a  view  of  the  earth  afforded  very  few  human  beings.  A  life¬ 
long  United  Methodist,  Mr.  Ross  serves  out  his  faith  with  active  leadership  in  his  local  church. 


What  words  should  we  use  to  address  God? 


By  DENISE  jOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — How  should 
United  Methodists  address  God  in 
our  standard  literature  and  worship 
services? 

The  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  is  asking  the  United  Methodist 
“supreme  court”  to  answer  that 
question. 

The  Book  of  Worship  Committee 
and  the  board’s  Section  on  Worship 
voted  last  week  to  petition  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  for  a  decision  on  “con- 
flicting  General  Conference 
petitions"  related  to  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  new  worship  book. 

The  1988  General  Conference  au¬ 
thorized  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
to  appoint  an  18-member  commit¬ 
tee  to  create  a  new  book  of  worship. 
The  denomination’s  highest  legisla- 


Have  A 

CALLING  In  your 
Church  or  Community 
jfLed  by  UM  Servant  Evangelist 
KIMBALL  BOYD  COBURN 
P.O.  Box  633  Claremont.  CA  9171 1 


tive  body  also  issued  specific  guide¬ 
lines  for  completing  the  task. 

Among  those  were: 

■  “All  efforts  to  legislate  specific 
addresses  to  God  in  United  Meth¬ 
odist  worship  and  liturgy  be  reject¬ 
ed.” 

■  “That  the  proposed  new  book 
of  worship  retain  the  traditional 
form  of  the  Trinity  (Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Spirit)  in  its  ritual  (The 
General  Services)  while  at  the  same 
time  using  inclusive  language  in  re¬ 
gard  to  all  human  relationships." 

■  “Affirm  the  Trinitarian  refer¬ 
ences  to  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spir¬ 
it  as  the  acceptable  standard  for 
United  Methodist  literature  and  lit¬ 
urgy.” 

Retired  Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen. 
now  a  professor  at  Asbury  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Ky.,  told 
one  of  the  worship  book  subcom¬ 
mittee.  “It  is  a  question  of  integrity 
for  the  committee  alone  to  decide 
how  the  Trinitarian  language 
should  be  used  in  the  services  of 
worship. 

“It  seems  to  me  we  are  proceed¬ 
ing  with  deleting  all  sexist  language, 
and  there  is  no  derision  on  that  ei¬ 


ther.  We  are  assuming  that  it  (using 
the  word  Father)  will  create  a  prob¬ 
lem  in  our  church,  and  it  may  not. 

"When  it  comes  to  God  language,  it 
involves  more  than  just  language.  It 
involves  faithfulness  to  theology. 
General  Conference  and  the  Bible.” 

In  an  interview  with  the  Report¬ 
er,  Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison 
(Philadelphia  Area),  chairwoman  of 
the  worship  book  committee,  said 
the  panel  is  being  faithful  to  its  as¬ 
signment  because  it  was  given  “a 
whole  batch  of  imageries  of  God.” 

“We  have  to  be  reminded  that 
there  are  all  kinds  of  people,”  she 
said. 


"The  majority  of  us  say  we  have 
been  faithful  to  the  language  guide¬ 
lines  by  using  the  Trinity  in  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  baptism,  ordination  and 
communion.  So  the  question  is, 
“When  you  use  one  part  of  it  (the 
Trinity),  do  you  use  all  of  it?” 

The  Rev.  Thomas  A.  “Andy” 
Langford  III,  who  staffs  the  worship 
book  committee,  said  the  group 
hopes  it  can  include  more  inclusive 
language  in  the  services  than  in  the 
previous  Book  of  Worship,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1964. 

"It's  a  balancing  act  in  being 
more  faithful  to  the  traditional  and 
being  inclusive,”  he  said. 


Bishop  May  issues  call  to  pray 
for  church's  anti-drug  effort 
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By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — Stop  what  you’re 
doing,  and  pray  where  you  are 
about  our  nation's  drug  abuse  prob¬ 
lem. 

During  Ash  Wednesday  services 
in  the  United  Methodist  Upper 
Room  Chapel  Feb.  28,  officials  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  leader  of 
the  church's  anti-drug  effort,  an¬ 
nounced  a  “Denominational  Call  to 
Prayer." 

The  prayer  emphasis  focuses  not 
only  on  drug  abuse  but  also  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  programs  and  resources  to 
help  congregations  battle  that  prob¬ 
lem. 

Stressing  that  “drugs  are  a  spiri¬ 
tual  problem,”  Bishop  May  said, 
"Through  prayer,  great  things  are 
launched — not  just  programs  to 
keep  things  going  and  to  mesmerize 
us  but  programs  that  show  the  fa¬ 


natical  love  of  the  risen  Savior. 

“That’s  a  word  to  all  you  church 
professionals.  Prayer  will  turn  this 
thing  around.” 

The  Rev.  Eugene  A.  Blair,  dean 
of  the  Upper  Room  Chapel  and  di¬ 
rector  of  church  cultivation  for  the 
discipleship  agency,  said  that  Bish¬ 
op  May  asked  last  December  for 
new  resources  specifically  for  the 
prayer  emphasis. 

The  first  resource  is  called,  "Pray 
Where  You  Are,”  a  prayer  vigil 
guide  for  local  United  Methodists. 

The  second  resource,  available  in 
May,  is  called.  “A  Guide  To  Prayer 
for  Congregational,  Small  Groups 
and  Individuals.” 

Both  can  be  ordered  through  The 
Upper  Room  in  Nashville.  United 
Methodists  are  to  use  them  during 
the  bishops'  1990  anti-drug  initia¬ 
tive — and  beyond  that  time — to 
pray  for  people  working  in  alcohol 
and  substance  abuse  ministries,  Mr. 
Blair  said. 


church  every  Sunday  until  I  went 
away  to  college. 

“I  continued  going  to  church 
when  I  was  at  Purdue  University.” 

During  his  early  years  in  the 
Air  Force,  he  attended  base  cha¬ 
pels.  but  it  wasn’t  until  he  moved 
to  Houston  1 1  years  ago  that  he 
was  able  to  attend  a  United 
Methodist  church  regularly. 

“I  told  the  pastor,  ‘I’m  ready  to 
go  to  work,’  ”  Mr.  Ross  said, 
laughing.  “He  took  me  at  my 
word.  I  was  immediately  made 
stewardship  chairman  for  the 
next  two  years.  It  was  a  good  way 
to  get  assimilated  into  the  com¬ 
munity,  the  church  and  make 
friends.” 

Does  he  like  to  ride  in  the 
shuttle? 

“You  bet!”  he  said.  “But  get¬ 
ting  there  during  the  first  8V5 
minutes  seems  like  some  of  the 
longest  minutes  I  have  ever 
spent.  It  is  a  very  rough  ride  with 
lots  of  vibrations  and  noise.” 

Once  the  shuttle  reaches  orbit 
speed,  however,  it  becomes  a 
smooth  ride,  he  said. 

“Zero  gravity  is  totally  enjoy¬ 
able,"  Mr.  Ross  said.  “The  view 
is  beautiful,  and  the  feeling  of 
floating  is  very  nice.  The  body 
just  loves  it.” 

Special  visit  to  U.S.S.R. 

Mr.  Ross  and  three  other 
American  astronauts  returned 
Feb.  1 5  from  a  two-week  visit  to 
the  Soviet  Union.  They  were  in¬ 
vited  by  the  Soviet  branch  of  the 
Association  of  Space  Explorers, 
an  international  organization  of 
people  who  have  flown  in  space. 

The  U.S.  astronauts  visited  the 
cosmodrome,  various  launching 


sites  and  the  Soviet  mission  con¬ 
trol  center. 

“It  was  just  a  bunch  of  fliers 
sitting  down  and  comparing 
notes,”  Mr.  Ross  said  of  the  trip. 

He  said  the  Soviet  cosmonauts 
really  enjoyed  the  Apollo-Soyuz 
Test  Project.  That  was  the  joint 
U.S. -Soviet  space  mission  in 
1975  during  which  the  three-man 
Apollo  space  craft  met  and 
docked  with  the  two-man  Soviet 
crew  of  Soyuz.  The  combined 
crews  carried  out  two  days  of  ex¬ 
periments. 

“They  looked  forward  very 
much  to  another  joint  program," 
Mr.  Ross  said. 

Did  he  see  evidence  of  new 
freedom  for  faith  expression  in 
the  Soviet  Union? 

“Absolutely,”  Mr.  Ross  said. 
“We  visited  a  650-year-old  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodox  monastery  in  the 
old  town  of  Zagorsk.  We  had  a 
chance  to  tour  it  with  the  clergy 
and  had  lunch  with  the  archbish¬ 
op  of  the  monastery. 

“The  biggest  problem  [for 
churches]  was  providing  enough 
training,  clergy  and  facilities  to 
meet  the  demands  of  all  those 
seeking  these  services.  Parochial 
schools  as  well  as  churches  are 
needed,  as  are  materials  to  read 
and  study.” 

Mr.  Ross  is  training  for  his 
next  shuttle  flight  and  looking 
forward,  he  said,  to  his  next 
space  walk.  That  mission  in¬ 
volves  deploying  the  Gamma 
Ray  Observatory.  It  is  to  explore 
gamma  ray  sources  throughout 
the  universe. 

The  astronaut  and  his  wife, 
Karen,  have  two  children — Amy, 
19,  and  Scott,  18. 


UMs  cancel  deal  to  sell 
books  to  Presbyterians 


Religious  News  Service 

Hoping  not  to  be  a  divisive 
force  in  another  denomination,  a 
United  Methodist  agency  has 
canceled  plans  to  operate  a  book¬ 
store  at  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S. A.)  General  Assemblies. 

The  plans  called  for  the  Cokes- 
bury  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  to 
operate  bookstores  at  Presbyteri¬ 
an  General  Assemblies  every  oth¬ 
er  year — alternating  with  the 
Presbyterian  Publishing  House 
— beginning  at  the  1990  assem¬ 


bly  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

However,  Cokesbury  decided 
to  cancel  the  arrangements  after 
a  letter  highly  critical  of  the  ar¬ 
rangement  was  published  in  an 
independent  journal,  The  Pres¬ 
byterian  Outlook. 

The  author  of  the  letter,  the 
Rev.  Arnold  B.  Lovell,  who 
teaches  evangelism  at  church-re¬ 
lated  Union  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Richmond,  Va.,  said 
Presbyterians  should  be  patron¬ 
izing  the  Presbyterian  Publishing 
House — not  Cokesbury. 


Your  Investment 
in  Mission 
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UNITED 
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DEVELOPMENT 

FUND 

Helping  to 
Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Inv 

Rate* 

4  yr.  term 

$100 

9% 

1  yr.  term 

$100 

8% 

Flexible 

$100 

7% 

'Rates  subject  to  change. 

For  as  little  as  $100,  notes  may  be  purchased  Available  only 
to  United  Methodist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organiza¬ 
tions.  Boards  or  agencies.  Be  a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church 
into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your  own  personal  investment 
goals. 

The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing:  The  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  10115.  Tel.  (212]  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633  if  out-of-NY 
State. 
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CONFIDENTIAL  STUDY:  A  confi¬ 
dential  study  of  the  internal  structure  of  the 
United  Methodist  social-action  agency  has  been 
completed  and  sent  to  its  92  elected  lay  and 
clergy  directors.  The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 
Fassett,  chief  executive  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  said  Feb.  20  that  proposals 
from  the  study  committee  wouldn’t  be  made 
public  until  they’d  been  acted  on  by  the  agency 
at  its  March  15-18  meeting.  Elected  directors 
ordered  the  study  in  October  when  they  learned 
the  agency  faced  a  projected  deficit  of  $350,000 
for  1989. 


NEW  EVANGELISM  CHIEF:  The 

pastor  of  an  1,800  member  congregation  who 
has  served  nearly  21  years  in  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference  has  been  named  to  head  United 
Methodism’s  department  of  evangelism.  The 
Rev.  David  L.  Brazelton,  pastor  of  Community 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Casselberry,  Fla., 
was  elected  assistant  general  secretary  of  the 
evangelism  section  for  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  on  March  3.  He  replaces  the  Rev. 
H.  Eddie  Fox,  who  resigned  last  year  to  head 
the  international  evangelism  office  for  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 


LOW-COST  HOUSING  PLAN: 

United  Methodists  in  two  districts  on  Mary¬ 
land’s  Eastern  Shore  are  cooperating  in  an  inter¬ 
faith  effort  to  develop  1,000  low-cost  housing 
units  in  nine  counties  by  2000.  Co-sponsors  are 
the  Salisbury  and  Easton  Districts  of  the  Penin¬ 
sula  Annual  Conference  and  a  district  of  the  Af¬ 
rican  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  • 

NO  ELECTION  IN  CUBA:  No  can¬ 
didate  for  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Cuba  received  the  necessary  two-thirds  major¬ 
ity  for  election  during  balloting  Feb.  10-11.  An¬ 
other  election  to  pick  a  successor  to  retiring 
Bishop  Armando  Rodriguez  is  scheduled  for 
March  1991. 


PRESSING  FOR  VISA:  A  delegation 
from  the  independent  Methodist  Federation  for 
Social  Action  has  pressed  both  the  U.S.  and  Is¬ 
raeli  governments  to  issue  a  visa  to  the  Rev. 
Alex  Awad.  He’s  a  Palestinian-American  seek¬ 
ing  to  serve  as  pastor  of  a  Baptist  church  in  East 
Jerusalem. 


EX-PENSION  CHIEF  DIES:  Funeral 
services  were  Feb.  17  for  the  Rtv.  Claire  C. 
Hoyt,  former  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Pensions.  Dr.  Hoyt 
died  at  his  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  home  Feb. 
14,  A  member  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference,  Dr.  Hoyt  was  a  graduate  of  Gar¬ 
rett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary  and  held 
a  masters  degree  from  Northwestern  Universi¬ 
ty.  He  served  as  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
pensions  board  from  1963  until  his  retirement 
in  1974. 


Faith  at  work 
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'Silicon 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

LOS  ALTOS,  Calif.— INtense. 
IN-depth.  INnovative.  INvolved. 

These  one-word  descriptions 
of  Los  Altos  United  Methodist 
Church  by  its  members  hint  at 
what  growing  numbers  of  people 
are  finding  to  be  true  about  this 
2,000-member  congregation: 

It’s  an  “IN”  place  to  be. 

Located  in  the  heart  of  what  of¬ 
ten  is  depicted  as  a  prime  slice  of 
the  "affluent,  secular  society" — 
the  famed  "Silicon  Valley” — Los 
Altos  UMC’s  vitality  would  seem 
unlikely. 

Last  year  alone,  however,  it  av¬ 
eraged  900  people  in  three  Sun¬ 
day  worship  services,  received 
110  new  members  on  profession 
of  faith  and  added  70  more  by 
transfer. 

Perhaps  most  remarkable  of  all, 
at  least  1,800  of  the  congregation’s 
2,000  members  are  “actively  in¬ 
volved”  in  some  aspect  of  the 
church’s  life,  according  to  the 
church’s  senior  pastor,  the  Rev. 
John  L.  Dodson. 

How  does  this  ebullient  56-year- 
old  explain  such  a  high  level  of 
church  involvement  in  an  area 
famed  far  more  for  its  computers 
than  for  its  religious  commitment? 

A  'primary  claim'  made 

"We  make  a  primary  claim  on 
people’s  lives,”  Dr.  Dodson  said. 
“We  have  so  many  activities  that 
people  always  have  to  make  a  de¬ 
cision:  Do  we  go  to  church,  or  do 
we  do  something  else?” 

Increasing  numbers,  predomi¬ 
nantly  young  professional  peo¬ 
ple,  regularly  decide  to  "go  to 
church,"  he  said,  out  of  unful¬ 
filled  spiritual  longings. 

"The  need  to  sense  that  ‘my 
life  counts’  is  intense,”  Dr.  Dod¬ 
son  pointed  out.  “After  all,  once 
you  have  ‘everything,’  what  else 
is  there?" 

At  Los  Altos  UMC,  he  said, 
people  discover  that  “the  Chris¬ 
tian  Gospel  has  the  answer.” 

The  “Gospel  answer”  is  lived 
out  at  Los  Altos  UMC  with  an 
energy  befitting  what  Dr.  Dod¬ 
son  calls  an  “intense  congrega¬ 
tion  of  searchers.” 

The  first  thing  a  newcomer  no¬ 
tices  is  the  church’s  “hospitality 
and  open  acceptance  of  every¬ 
one,”  according  to  the  Rev. 


Valley' 


Thomas  A.  Rannells,  who  should 
know.  Mr.  Rannells  recently 
moved  from  Wisconsin  to  join 
the  ministerial  staff. 

Margo  Tenold,  a  Fuller  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  student  doing  a 
nine-month  internship  at  the 
church  and  a  member  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  for  six  years,  said  that 
nearly  everyone  who  comes  expe¬ 
riences  Los  Altos  as  a  “very  car¬ 
ing,  active  and  alive  community.” 

'Active  care'  provided 

One  form  of  “active  care,”  she 
said,  is  a  project  to  keep  in  touch 
with  new  members. 

"The  discipleship  committee 
calls  on  everyone  who  has  joined 
the  church  within  the  past  two 
years  to  find  out  how  we  can  be  of 
more  assistance  to  them,”  she  said. 

Los  Altos  UMC  is  prepared  to 
provide  in-depth  assistance  on 
an  impressive  scale.  A  good  ex¬ 
ample  was  its  response  to  the  cat¬ 
astrophic  Oct.  17  earthquake 
that  jarred  Northern  California. 

“The  first  Sunday  after  the 
quake,  we  took  an  unannounced 
emergency  offering  and  collected 
$25,000,"  Dr.  Dodson  said. 
“Within  a  week,  the  amount  grew 
to  $60,000.” 

Since  then,  more  than  200  Los 
Altos  UMC  members  have  signed 
up  for  work  teams  to  help  people 
recovering  from  the  temblor  in 
their  own  community  and  in 
neighboring  Santa  Cruz  County. 

As  an  indication  of  the  depth  of 
their  commitment,  Dr.  Dodson 
said,  “We  fully  expect  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  this  effort  for  the  next 
two  years." 

On  top  of  that,  Dr.  Dodson 
said,  church  members  have  made 
up  "over  3,000"  packets  of  per¬ 
sonal  care  items — -shampoos,  ra¬ 
zors,  tissue,  etc. — for  earthquake 
victims  who  lost  everything  in 
the  disaster. 

As  another  example  of  in- 
depth  hospitality,  Los  Altos 
UMC  pioneered  a  shelter  project 
last  fall  for  homeless  people. 

For  one  month,  the  church  pro- 


congregation  is  'IN'! 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  STEPHEN  L  SWECKER 

LOS  ALTOS,  Calif. — The  Rev.  John  Dodson,  senior  minister  of 
Los  Altos  United  Methodist  Church,  exhibits  an  energetic 
preaching  style  that  carries  over  into  the  life  of  the  entire 
2,000-member  congregation. 


Worship ' energy ' 
fuels  congregation 

Worship  at  Los  Altos  United 
Methodist  Church  “is  the  energy 
that  drives  the  whole  congrega¬ 
tion,”  according  to  the  Rev.  John 
L.  Dodson. 

Besides  three  services  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  church  members 
may  attend  a  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning  vespers  service  that  includes 
Holy  Communion. 

Dr.  Dodson,  the  senior  pastor, 
said  he  aims  for  a  "minimum  of 
17  points  of  involvement”  for 
members  of  the  congregation  dur¬ 
ing  the  Sunday  worship  services. 
He  said  those  provide  a  way  to 
build  a  feeling  of  community. 

"Energy”  and  “involvement"  are 
particularly  evident  in  the  church’s 
remarkable  music  program. 

Any  of  five  choirs — spanning 
kindergarten  children  through 
adults — and  two  handbell  en¬ 
sembles — youth  and  adult — can 
perform  during  worship  services. 

An  unusual  bonus  in  the 
choirs’  musical  offerings  is  the 
regular  performance  of  original 
compositions  by  church  member 
Dirk  Damonte.  With  his  wife, 
Carol,  he  directs  the  church’s 
youth  ministries. 

Mr.  Damonte’s  talent  has  been 
recognized  by  no  less  a  hymnolo- 
gist  than  Brian  Wren.  Mr.  Wren, 
called  “the  most  successful  En¬ 
glish  hymn  writer  since  Charles 
Wesley,”  is  the  writer  of  14 
hymns  included  in  the  new  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  hymnal. 

Following  a  visit  to  Los  Altos 
UMC  last  summer,  he  invited 
Mr.  Damonte  to  join  efforts.  The 


two  have  already  produced  one 
composition,  Dr.  Dodson  said. 
That  musical  is  to  be  performed 
by  the  “Starfire  Singers,”  the 


church’s  high  school  youth  choir, 
during  a  “bridge-building"  tour 
this  summer  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

— STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


vided  sleeping  quarters,  supper 
and  breakfast  for  as  many  as  20 
people  a  day.  Seven  other  congre¬ 
gations  have  been  enlisted  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  similar  service.  The  goal  is 
to  have  one  church  assigned  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  each  month  of  'he 
year,  Dr.  Dodson  said. 

Intense  efforts  such  as  these  re¬ 
quire  enormous  commitment  by 
a  church’s  laypeople,  Dr.  Dodson 
said.  Los  Altos  UMC  appears  to 


have  them  in  abundance.  For  ex¬ 
ample: 

“(Church  members)  A1  and 
Mary  Burkhardt  recently  re¬ 
ceived  a  humanitarian  award 
given  by  the  county  board  of  su¬ 
pervisors  for  their  earthquake  re¬ 
lief  efforts  and  work  with  the 
homeless,”  Dr.  Dodson  proudly 
told  the  Reporter. 

He  didn’t  say  so,  but  the  Burk- 
hardts’  example  supplied  one 


more  "in”  word  to  describe  Los 
Altos  UMC  and  its  people:  IN- 
spiring. 

"The  Church  Aflame "  series 
features  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  of  all  sizes  that  are 
growing  numerically,  shoulder¬ 
ing  their  fair  share  of  the  denom¬ 
ination's  financial  obligations 
and  offering  outstanding  minis¬ 
tries  in  their  communities. 


Houston  philanthropist  makes  major  gift  to  UMR 

Largest  donation  to  date  boosts  plans  to  construct  futuristic  new  $4  million  communications  center 


HOUSTON — Mrs.  Arthur  R.  Wilson  presents  a  major  gift  for  the 
new  United  Methodist  Reporter  Communications  Center  to  Bishop 
Ben  Oliphint  of  Houston,  left,  and  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
of  Dallas,  the  Reporter's  editor  and  chief  executive.  Mrs.  Wilson's 
commitment  increases  total  gifts  and  pledges  for  the  new  building 
to  $1.7  million.  Groundbreaking  for  the  new  facility  can  occur 
when  gifts  and  pledges  reach  $2  million. 


HOUSTON — A  major  gift  made 
last  week  by  Mrs.  Arthur  R.  Wilson, 
a  noted  Houston  philanthropist,  in¬ 
creases  the  total  committed  to  date 
to  $1.7  million  for  the  new  United 
Methodist  Reporter  Communica¬ 
tions  Center. 

Mrs.  Wilson’s  gift  is  the  largest 
received  to  date  for  construction  of 
the  futuristic  new  $4  million  facility 
on  4.6  acres  of  land  owned  by  the 
Reporter  across  from  its  present  lo¬ 
cation  in  Dallas’  Lone  Star  Park. 

The  Reporter’s  Governing  Board 


has  authorized  groundbreaking  and 
the  beginning  of  construction  when 
commitments  totaling  $2  million 
are  received. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III,  the  Reporter’s  editor  and  chief 
executive,  said  he  expects  that  goal 
to  be  reached  later  this  year.  The  to¬ 
tal  goal  of  $4  million  will  include 
building  the  new  Communications 
Center  debt-free  and  endowing  its 
maintenance. 

Mrs.  Wilson’s  commitment  was 
presented  last  week  to  Bishop  Ben 


Oliphint  of  Houston  and  to  Dr. 
Dunnam.  Bishop  Oliphint  serves 
with  Mrs.  Wilson  on  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  Foundation 
Board  ofTrustees. 

Mrs.  Wilson  and  her  late  husband, 
Arthur,  were  well  known  for  their 
support  of  St.  Paul’s  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Houston  and  a  variety 
of  other  church  causes,  and  particu¬ 
larly  church-related  colleges. 

"My  interests  in  church-related 
higher  education  are  well  known,” 
Mrs.  Wilson  said.  “But  I  have  come 


to  regard  the  Reporter  as  one  of  our 
church’s  most  potent  educational 
tools.  A  gift  to  the  Reporter  also  will 
result  in  added  support  for  all  the 
church’s  other  causes  and  institutions 
whose  stories  it  helps  to  tell.” 

Will  work  with  Reporter  staff 

As  a  member  of  the  building  com¬ 
mittee,  Mrs.  Wilson  will  work  with 
the  Reporter  staff  and  architects  to 
refine  plans  for  the  new  facility,  in¬ 
cluding  conception  and  design  of  a 
1 1 5-foot  gallery  down  the  center  of 
the  building  that  will  resemble  the 
nave  of  a  Gothic  cathedral. 

The  new  building  will  more  than 
double  the  Reporter’s  present 
space,  as  well  as  offer  built-in  provi¬ 
sions  for  future  expansion. 

In  addition  to  expanded  space  for 
<  each  of  the  Reporter’s  basic  news¬ 
paper  functions,  the  new  Communi¬ 
cations  Center  will  include: 

■  Meeting  rooms  for  communi¬ 
cations  training  events  sponsored 
by  the  UMR  Institute  for  Church 
Communications.  The  UMR  Insti¬ 
tute  was  established  in  1987  to  help 
the  church  communicate  more  ef¬ 
fectively  both  internally  and  with 
the  public.  It  is  operated  through 
the  generous  support  of  Mr.  James 
Verhoeff  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

■  A  video  production  center 
named  in  memory  of  the  late  Bish¬ 
op  Walter  L.  Underwood,  a  pioneer 
in  the  church’s  use  of  video  and,  un¬ 
til  his  death,  a  supporter  of  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  expanding  communications 
ministries.  The  new  video  center 
will  specialize  in  producing  custom¬ 
ized  video  materials  to  support  the 
ministries  of  local  churches  and 
church  agencies. 

■  Expanded  space  for  producing 
and  distributing  Religious  News 
Service,  the  nation’s  only  wire  ser¬ 
vice  devoted  exclusively  to  the  dis¬ 
semination  of  religious  news.  The 
Reporter  has  owned  and  operated 
RNS,  whose  editorial  offices  are  in 


New  York,  since  1983. 

■  Greatly  expanded  space  for 
Mission  Communications,  a 
church-oriented  ad  agency  that  spe¬ 
cializes  in  producing  high  quality 
materials  such  as  brochures,  calen¬ 
dars,  and  customized  montage 
drawings  at  economical  rates. 

Public  relations  office  included 

■  An  office  for  fostering  positive 
relations  with  the  public  media  on 
behalf  of  the  annual  conferences  in 
Texas  and  New  Mexico. 

■  Offices  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  Foundation,  whose  as¬ 
sets  now  exceed  $2  million.  Beyond 
raising  and  dispensing  funds  for  the 
Reporter’s  new  building,  the  UMR 
Foundation  has  a  long-term  goal  of 
developing  a  $10  million  endow¬ 
ment  to  offset  a  part  of  the  cost  of 
each  subscription  to  the  newspaper, 
thereby  making  it  available  to  the 
largest  possible  number  of  readers. 


"Most  readers  of  the  Reporter  are 
aware  of  only  a  small  part  of  this  or¬ 
ganization’s  communications  min¬ 
istries,"  Bishop  Oliphint  said.  “We 
can  be  grateful  to  committed  Chris¬ 
tians  like  Evie  Joe  Wilson  for  recog¬ 
nizing  that  this  institution  will  play 
a  pivotal  role  in  shaping  the 
church’s  future  as  we  move  toward 
the  21st  century.” 

The  Rev.  John  Flynn,  president 
of  the  UMR  Foundation,  added:  “It 
is  our  vision  that  every  room  in  this 
new  Communications  Center,  from 
the  press  room  to  the  auditorium, 
will  bear  the  name  of  appreciative 
readers  who  want  to  insure  that  the 
story  of  our  faith  continues  to  be 
told  forever.” 

Tax-deductible  contributions  or 
requests  for  further  information 
about  the  new  Communications 
Center  should  be  sent  to:  The  UMR 
Foundation,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES.  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  SlO  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 


WANTED  FULL-TIME  EDUCATION  Direc¬ 
tor  by  June  I.  1990  St  Paul's  UMC,  Las  Cru¬ 
ces,  New  Mexico.  Responsible  for  recruiting, 
training,  organizing  and  supervising  Christian 
Education  in  this  1700-member  church.  Salary 
negotiable  commensurate  with  experience 
Send  resume  with  references  to:  E.  Leonard  Gil¬ 
lingham,  Box  696,  Las  Cruces,  NM  88004. 
Phone:  1505)  526-6689  By  April  I  7,  1990 
FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Education  and  Youth  Ministries  for  850-mem¬ 
ber  church  in  western  suburb  of  Chicago.  Avail¬ 
able  June  1st.  For  further  information  contact: 
Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  424  Forest  Avenue,  Glen  El¬ 
lyn,  IL  60137. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  Rap¬ 
idly  growing  church  in  Dallas  metroplex.  Strong 
program  Send  resume,  call  for  interview  All 
contacts  are  confidential  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  P.O  Box  447,  Rowlett,  TX  75088, 
c/o  John  Allen  (214)  475-3667 


ASBURY  CENTERS,  INC  ,  A  SYSTEM  OF  re- 
lirement/health  care  facilities  in  Holston  Con¬ 
ference  is  seeking  qualified  candidates  for  posi¬ 
tion  of  President/Executive  Director.  Equal 
opportunity  employer  Compensation  package 
dependent  upon  training  and  experience.  For 
application  write  Earl  S  Ailor,  815  Charter 
Federal  Building,  Knoxville,  TN  37902. 
CHURCH  A  DM  Tn  f S  WaTO  R  NEEDE  D_ 
2700-member  United  Methodist  Church  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable  Send  resume  to  Dwight  Ramsey, 
Pastor,  3715  Youree  Drive,  Shreveport,  LA 

71105.(318)  861-0588  _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/PROGRAM  WilF 
work  closely  with  Council  on  Ministries.  Salary 
and  benefit  package  competitive  Send  resume 
to:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O  Box  156,  Fair  field,  TX  75840. 
DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATIOfT 
needed  for  1 900-member  church  south  of  Hous¬ 
ton  To  begin  May  1st.  Send  resume  and  call  for 
interview  Friendswood  UMC,  c/o  Don  Mea¬ 
dor,  204  W  Edgewood.  Friendswood,  TX 
77546.(713)  482-7535. 


VISITING  ENGLAND?  CHRISTIAN  Couple 

invites  guests.  Comfortable  warm  home  in  Rob¬ 
in  Hood  country,  Nottinghamshire.  We  offer 
help  and  advice  and  will  meet  you  at  airoort. 
Bed  and  breakfast  10  pounds.  Details:  Ken  Haw¬ 
kins,  12  Camboume  Gardens,  Ravenshead,  Not- 
tingham,  England. 


WANTED  40'  COACH  HIGHWAY  suitable 
Silver  Eagle  05,  MCI  6  or  7  or  similar.  Call  Paul 
ai  Christ  UMC,  Plano,  TX  (214)  596-4303 


1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY, 
European  tours:  July  12-24,  August  14-25. 
Confirmed  tickets.  Write:  Rev  Ralph  Law¬ 
rence,  4192  Tattenham,  Boise,  ID  83704.  (208) 
888-2245,  378-0393 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 
Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 
week,  $525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability,  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1 1 38.  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507 


OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY,  tour  Eu¬ 
rope,  added  feature,  visit  London — Wesley  Cha- 

?:l  with  lunch  and  lour.  June  26-July  5,  1990. 

o  confirm  ticket  call:  Dr.  Glenn  E.  Millard,  St 
Paul  UMC,  Muskogee,  OK.  (918)  687-7571  or 
International  Tours  (9 1 8)  683-0341. 


COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Slav  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 


WANTED  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for  the 
North  Indiana  Conference  Foundation  for  Mis¬ 
sion  and  Ministry.  Send  resume  to:  Personnel 
Strategies,  54809  County  Road  I  7  South,  Elk- 
hart,  Indiana  465 1 6  by  April  1 6. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OR  PASTOR  of 
Youth/Collcge  ages  by  June,  1990  at  growing 
2800-member  church  in  Dallas  area  Experi¬ 
ence  and  evangelical  orientation  necessary. 
Strong  program  in  place.  Salary  commensurate 
with  experience  and  commitment  to  youth  min¬ 
istry.  Contact:  Dr.  Paul  Morell,  First  UMC, 
Box  1 10204,  Carrollton,  TX  7501 1-0204.  (214) 
242-0602 


LOVELY  2  BR/2B  CONDO  within  walking  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  auditorium  at  Lake  Junaluska,  NC 
All  appliances  and  window  treatments  remain. 
$78,900.  Call  Mel  Harbin  at  (704)  456-7376 


STRATEGIC  MANAGEMENT  POSITION 
Job  opening:  Women’s  Division  Deputy  General 
Secretary.  Division  is  unit  of  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  and  the  national  policy-mak¬ 
ing  body  for  1.5  million-member  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  organization.  Position  (head  of 
staff)  requires  ability  to:  (I )  manage  comprehen¬ 
sive  program  of  mission  education  and  global 
outreach;  (2)  direct  continuing  development  of 
work  with  women/children;  (3)  work  with  volun¬ 
teers;  (4)  supervise  executive  staff  of  35;  (5)  ad¬ 
minister  $20  million  annual  budget;  (6)  express 
knowledge  and  experience  in  United  Methodist 
Women.  Candidate  must  have  graduate  degree 
in  areas  such  as  administration,  management, 
personnel,  organizational  development,  educa¬ 
tion,  theology,  political  science;  and  minimum 
eight  years  experience  at  national/regional  level. 
Must  be  member  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Apply  by  June  15,  1990  to:  Women’s 
Division  Search  Committee,  Room  1504,  475 
Riverside  Drive.  New  York.  NY  10115.  The  di- 
vision  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 


GROWING  CENTRAL  FLORIDA  CHURCH 
needs  a  Director  of  Youth  and  Young  Adult 
Ministries.  Exciting  program  of  70  +  in 
UMYF’s.  $18,000  plus  insurance.  Send  resume: 
First  United  Methodist,  263  King  St.,  Oviedo, 
FL  32765. 


WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  and 
Music.  Full-time  position  responsible  for  total 
education  and  music  program.  Send  resume  and 
references  to:  Rev,  Loyd  Cain,  University  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  2000  S.  Locust,  Las  Cru- 
ces,  NM  8800 1 ,  by  April  7,  1 990. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM 
900-member  UM  congregation,  growing  church 
and  community  Oversight  of  youth,  young 
adult,  Sunday  School  ministries.  Send  resume 
to:  Rev.  Carol  Yocum,  403  South  Main  Street, 
Mount  Airy,  MD2I77I  Phone (301)  829-0358. 


DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM.  2 
BATH  Condo  for  lease.  Weekly;  winter,  spring, 
summer,  or  fall.  Call:  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8. 
No  smokers! 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  TARRANT  AREA 
Community  of  Churches  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
Applications  received  through  April  I.  807  Tex¬ 
as  Street,  Suite  101,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76102. 


PLEASE  HELP  A  SINGLE  PARENT  support 
children.  37  plain  cookin'  recipes  $5.00.  Box 
1 34,  Oronogo,  MO  64855. 
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Center  seeks  savvy  consumers 

Catholic  sister's  organization  stresses  values  in  the  mass  media 


By  GARY  O'GUINN 

Religious  News  Service 

It  will  take  20  years  for  her  educa¬ 
tional  revolution  to  show  fruit,  says 
a  Roman  Catholic  nun  who  heads  a 
new  center  for  exploring  how  media 
values  shape  our  lives  and  culture. 

The  power  of  media,  for  good  or 
ill,  can  no  longer  be  ignored. 

"Fax  machines  made  Tiananmen 
Square  a  reality  around  the  world. 
Communications  open  up  the 
world,”  observed  Sister  Elizabeth 
Thoman,  head  of  the  Center  for 
Media  and  Values. 

While  we  can  see  the  Berlin  Wall 
come  down,  the  media’s  power  too 
often  leaves  people  with  a  kind  of 
“hopelessness,”  she  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  RNS. 


The  media  are  “everyone’s  second 
favorite  subject  and  whipping  boy. 
Even  liberal  parents  complain 
there’s  nothing  good  in  TV.  That’s 
wrong,  there  are  good  things.  You 
just  have  to  do  some  work.” 

The  Center  for  Media  and  Val¬ 
ues,  based  in  Los  Angeles,  builds  on 
the  work  of  “Media  &  Values”  mag¬ 
azine,  said  Sister  Thoman,  the  edi¬ 
tor. 

For  the  past  13  years  the  maga¬ 
zine  has  worked  to  make  people 
media  literate — thinking  about  how 
sex,  violence,  women  and  other 
subjects  are  portrayed  in  the  media, 
especially  TV. 

The  Center,  founded  last  year  by  a 
group  of  representatives  from  reli¬ 
gious  and  educational  organizations, 
“will  be  a  think  tank  for  issues  of  the 


media  and  new  technology,"  accord¬ 
ing  to  Sister  Thoman. 

The  goal  is  to  identify  the  tacit 
values  that  permeate  the  media,  es¬ 
pecially  TV,  so  that  savvy  media 
consumers  can  test  those  values 
against  their  own  experience  and 
take  responsibility  for  their  viewing 
choices. 

Sister  Thoman  takes  great  hope 
from  the  way  critical  consumer 
feedback  has  changed  the  food  in¬ 
dustry  in  the  last  25  years.  The  way 
people  pay  attention  to  what  they 
put  in  their  bodies — opting  for  low- 
fat,  low-salt  foods — is  how  she 
wants  media  consumers  to  pay  at¬ 
tention  to  what  they  put  in  their 
minds. 

"The  media  have  never  been  tak¬ 
en  seriously  in  any  sustained  and 


critical  way,”  explained  Sister  Tho¬ 
man.  "That’s  what  the  Center’s  do¬ 
ing,”  she  said,  envisioning  it 
becoming  the  cutting  edge  of  a  me¬ 
dia  awareness  movement. 

Start-up  funding  for  the  Center 
came  from  a  number  of  foundations 
and  individuals,  including  Trinity 
Church  Grants  Fund  of  New  York, 
which  contributed  $75,000  toward 
a  membership  campaign. 

While  in  graduate  school  at  the 
University  of  California,  where  she 
studied  communications  manage¬ 
ment,  Sister  Thoman  said  she  asked 
herself,  “How  are  we  going  to  help 
people  prepare  for  this  information 
age? 

“Education  is  about  preparing  for 
the  future,  but  nothing  helped  lead¬ 
ers  prepare  their  students.” 


Hymns  are  no  mystery  to  him 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

Solving  mysteries  with  joy  and 
enthusiasm  is  a  part  of  life  for 
William  J.  Reynolds,  author  of  the 
History  of  Hymns  column  that  ap¬ 
pears  each  week  in  the  Reporter. 

With  the  tenacity  of  a  master 
sleuth,  Dr.  Reynolds,  one  of  the  na¬ 
tion's  most  distinguished  hymnolo- 
gists,  spends  much  of  his  spare  time 
tracking  the  origins  of  hymns — 
tunes  as  well  as  texts. 

Some  of  the  stories  that  he  has 
unearthed  are  newly  available  in  a 
recently  published  book,  “Songs  of 
Glory,”  published  by  Zondervan 
(see  accompanying  article). 

A  Methodist  inspired  him 

A  Methodist,  Robert  G.  McCut- 
chan,  some  42  years  ago  inspired 
Dr.  Reynolds  to  begin  his  searches. 

Dr.  McCutchan  edited  the  1935 
Methodist  Hymnal  and  wrote  the 
companion  to  it,  “Our  Hymnody.” 

He  was  also  something  of  a  father 
figure  to  Bill  Reynolds  in  hymnol- 
ogy,  and  it  occurred  to  the  young 
Baptist  musician  that  more  “sleuth¬ 
ing"  kind  of  information  related  to 
hymns  was  needed. 

“It  was  no  problem  finding  out 
information  about  hymns  like  ‘How 
Firm  A  Foundation,’  ”  Dr.  Reyn¬ 
olds  says.  “But  the  gospel  songs 
were  never  looked  on  with  any  great 


"Songs  of  Glory"  by  William  |. 
Reynolds,  Zondervan,  Grand  Rap¬ 
ids,  Mich.,  347  pages,  $12.95 

“Songs  of  Glory,”  by  William  J. 
Reynolds  is  a  gold  mine  of  brief  sto¬ 
ries  about  300  hymns  that  Chris¬ 
tians  love  to  sing  and  the  people 
who  wrote,  arranged,  dr  preserved 
them  (see  related  article). 

Many  of  these  stories  are  excerpt¬ 
ed  from  Dr.  Reynolds’  weekly  col¬ 
umn  in  the  Reporter  and  other 
newspapers. 

“  'Songs  of  Glory,’  Dr.  Reynolds 
told  the  Reporter,  “was  written  for 
human  interest  and  for  lay  people. 
It  doesn’t  make  any  attempt  to  doc¬ 
ument  the  research.  Scholarly  de¬ 
tails  are  not  really  important  here.” 

The  book  includes  many  interest¬ 
ing  tidbits  about  long-time  favorites 
such  as  “All  Hail  the  Power  of  Je¬ 
sus’  Name,”  “Onward,  Christian 
Soldiers,”  “Blest  Be  the  Tie,”  and 
“Amazing  Grace.” 

Native  American 
Sunday  planned 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Nearly  2  million 
leaflets — double  the  number  ordered 
last  year — are  to  be  shipped  by  mid- 
March  to  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  to  highlight  Native  American 
Awareness  Sunday  (April  29). 

The  worship-bulletin  inserts  pro¬ 
vide  information  about  United 
Methodist  ministries  to  Native 
Americans.  The  special  Sunday 
with  special  offering  is  the  newest 
on  the  church  calendar. 

The  1988  General  Conference  ap¬ 
proved  the  special  day  to  “remind 
the  church  of  the  gifts  and  contribu¬ 
tions  made  by  Native  Americans  to 
our  society.” 


respect  by  researchers. 

“They  didn’t  like  the  gospel  songs 
and  just  hoped  they  would  go  away. 
So  I  thought  I  would  just  probe 
around  and  try  to  find  out  who 
these  people  were.” 

Results  of  this  “probing  around” 
helped  him  write  the  companion  to 
the  1956  Baptist  Hymnal,  “Hymns 
of  Our  Faith,”  published  by  Broad- 
man  Press  in  1964. 

Dr.  Reynolds  has  a  collection  of 
hundreds  of  hymn  books  from  a  va¬ 
riety  of  denominations. 

Through  the  years,  he  has 
amassed  a  treasure  trove  of  hymnic 
memorabilia  such  as  correspon¬ 
dence  with  the  Rev.  George  Ben- 
nard  who  wrote  the  “Old  Rugged 
Cross”  and  a  copy  of  the  “Bay 
Psalm  Book.”  Published  in  1640  in 
the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony, 
“Bay  Psalm  Book”  was  the  first 
book  of  any  kind  published  in  the 
American  colonies. 

A  detective  needs  clues 

A  detective  must  have  clues,  and 
quite  often  Dr.  Reynolds’  clues  are 
few  indeed.  Sometimes  he  has  only 
the  names  of  the  hymn  and  its  writer. 

For  example,  at  the  request  of  an 
Ohio  newspaper  columnist,  Dr. 
Reynolds  recently  began  to  ferret 
out  information  on  a  gospel  song 
entitled  “The  Old  Account  Was  Set¬ 
tled  Long  Ago.” 

He  started  with  a  copy  of  “The 


It  also  includes  stories  about  16 
Charles  Wesley  hymns  and  10  John 
Wesley  hymns  as  well  as  one  by 
Samuel  S.  Wesley,  Charles  Wesley’s 
grandson.  Samuel  wrote  the  “Aure¬ 
lia”  tune  to  “The  Church’s  One 
Foundation.” 

Dr.  Reynolds  helps  readers  under¬ 
stand  hymn  writers  as  human  beings 
caught  in  human  situations  ranging 
from  sorrowful  to  humorous. 

For  example,  Samuel  S.  Wesley 
was  a  noted  English  organist.  He 
loved  to  fish  so  much  that  he  ac¬ 
cepted  only  positions  near  good 
fishing  streams. 

Once,  on  his  way  to  play  for  a  ser¬ 
vice  on  a  newly  installed  organ,  he 
passed  a  stream  too  beautiful  to  re¬ 
sist.  He  stopped  to  fish  and  sent  his 
assistant  to  play  the  organ  in  his 
place. 

Other  vignettes  add  interesting 
historical  perspectives  to  a  hymn. 
“The  Navy  Hymn”  (“Eternal  Fa¬ 
ther,  Strong  to  Save”),  was  a  favor¬ 
ite  of  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  and 
was  sung  at  his  funeral.  It  was  also 
played  by  the  Navy  Band  as  the 
body  of  John  F.  Kennedy  was  borne 
up  the  Capitol  steps  to  lie  in  state  in 
the  rotunda. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


\  Poem  of  the  Week  | 

Incredulous  Barabbas 

Are  you  telling  me 
I'm  free? 

That  there’s  another 
Who  will  die  for  me? 

And  will  he  take  my  misery 
And  shame? 

And  will  he  bear  my  guilt? 

My  blame? 

He  dies  for  me! 

Amazing  grace! 

I  live  because 
He  takes  my  place! 

— E.  RUTH  GLOVER 
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"The  researchers 
didn't  like  the  gospel 
songs  and  just  hoped 
they  would  go  away.  So  I 
thought  I  would  just 
probe  around  and  try  to 
find  out  who  these 
people  were." 

— William  J.  Reynolds 


Dictionary  of  American  Hymnol- 
ogy”  and  176  reels  of  microfilm 
that  index  all  hymns  published 
from  1640  to  the  present.  The  mi¬ 
crofilm  is  part  of  the  library  collec¬ 
tion  at  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  where  Dr.  Reynolds 
is  professor  of  sacred  music. 

From  those  files,  “detective” 
Reynolds  learned  that  the  hymn’s 
author  was  named  Frank  M.  Gra¬ 
ham  and  that  the  hymn  had  been 
published  in  Greensboro,  Ga. 

“That’s  all  I  knew.  No  copyright, 
no  date,  nothing,”  Dr.  Reynolds 
said. 

“I  took  a  pot  shot  and  wrote  the 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  in 
Greensboro  and  asked  if  any  of  the 
old  timers  had  ever  heard  of  this 
man.” 

The  pastor  put  Dr.  Reynolds  in 
touch  with  E.  H.  Armour,  the 
Greene  County  historian  who  had 
published  a  book  called  “Cemeter¬ 
ies  of  Greene  County  Georgia.” 


Soldiers  of  Christ,  arise. 

And  put  your  armor  on. 

Strong  in  the  strength  which  God 
supplies 

Through  h(s  eternal  Son; 

Strong  in  the  Lord  of  Hosts. 

And  in  his  mighty  power. 

Who  in  the  strength  of  Jesus  trusts 
Is  more  than  conqueror. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

English  villages  in  the  18th  centu¬ 
ry  were  not  always  hospitable  to 
transient  preachers. 

The  two  Wesley  brothers,  John 
and  Charles,  often  found  the  wel¬ 
come  mat  missing.  Their  efforts  in 
proclaiming  the  gospel  were  some¬ 
times  met  with  antagonism. 

In  a  small  community  near  Bris¬ 
tol,  in  1747,  vicious  rumors  were 
spread  throughout  the  populace  by 
town  leaders  who  wanted  no  part  of 
the  Wesleys.  Windows  were  broken, 
shutters  ripped  off  the  hinges,  and 
the  horses  of  the  Wesleys  and  their 


This  book  gave  the  location  for 
grave  stones  of  Frank  M.  Graham 
and  his  wife. 

Grave  stones  and  death  certifi¬ 
cates  are  important  clues  for  Dr. 
Reynolds.  If  he  can  determine  the 
date  and  place  of  death,  he  can  usu¬ 
ally  get  a  copy  of  the  obituary  from 
the  local  newspaper.  The  obituary 
provides  all  sorts  of  useful  informa¬ 
tion  such  as  survivors  and  where 
they  may  be  located. 

It  turned  out  that  Frank  M.  Gra¬ 
ham  was  ahead  of  his  time.  In  1902, 
he  came  to  Greene  County  to 
preach  at  a  brush  arbor  meeting. 
There  he  met  a  young  woman 
preacher.  He  later  married  her  and 
she  became  pastor  of  the  local 
Methodist  church  for  32  years. 

Dr.  Reynolds  began  writing  his 
weekly  newspaper  columns  in  1979 
while  living  in  Nashville,  Tenn., 
where  he  was  music  editor  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board. 

“I  thought  it  would  be  interesting 
for  people  to  read  on  the  religion 
page  on  Saturday  about  the  hymns 
they  would  sing  on  Sunday,”  he 
said. 

Wife  edits  copy 

His  wife,  Mary  Lou,  a  copy  editor 
at  United  Methodist-related  Abing¬ 
don  Press,  has  edited  his  columns 
through  the  years  and  accompanied 
him  on  searches  across  the  U.S.  and 
England.  He  dedicated  “Songs  of 
Glory”  to  her. 

“She  was  an  English  major.  I 
married  a  non-musician  on  pur¬ 
pose,”  he  said,  laughing. 

The  Reporter  began  publishing 
his  column  in  1981. 

“I  am  gratified  by  response  from 
readers  at  the  Reporter,”  he  said, 
“and  I’ve  picked  up  information 
from  the  readers.” 

In  addition  to  books  Dr.  Reyn¬ 
olds  has  written  for  lay  people,  his 
textbook, “A  Survey  of  Christian 
Hymnody,”  published  in  1964,  is  in 
wide  use  in  colleges. 

He  is  also  the  composer/arranger 
of  more  than  300  choral  anthems, 
hymn  tunes  and  children’s  songs. 
He  was  the  general  editor  of  “The 
New  Broadman  Hymnal,”  1977, 
and  chairman  of  the  hymnal  com¬ 
mittee  and  general  editor  of  the 
1975  “Baptist  Hymnal.” 


friends  were  driven  away. 

Such  were  the  circumstances  that 
prompted  the  writing  of  “Soldiers 
of  Christ,  Arise,”  by  Charles  Wesley 
in  1749.  The  scriptural  basis  is 
Ephesians  6:13-1 8,  but  the  pragmat¬ 
ic  basis  was  the  hostile  spirit  that 
confronted  the  Wesleys. 

Strong  words  of  admonition  to 
new  converts  are  found  in  the 
hymn.  These  converts  also  fre¬ 
quently  experienced  harsh  treat¬ 
ment,  and  Charles  Wesley  desired 
to  help  them  be  strong  in  the  faith. 

Today  these  verses  from  Ephe¬ 
sians  offer  strength  and  support  to 
us  in  the  mostly  minor  trials  that  we 
face  in  our  personal  Christian  pil¬ 
grimages. 

The  fourth  stanza  brings  great  en¬ 
couragement,  not  with  mild  and 
gentle  language  but  with  strong 
words  of  action. 

NEXT  WEEK  S  HYMN: 

"Prayer  Is  the  Soul's 
Sincere  Desire" 


Review- 

'Songs  of  Glory'  glistens 
with  tales  of  hymnic  gold 


History  of  Hvmns- 

Wesleyan  'soldiers'  often 
found  rough  welcomes 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  UNITED  METHODIST  COMMUNICATIONS 

"Catch  the  Spirit"  co-host  Hilly  Hicks  discusses  violence  with 
two  unidentified  people  knowledgeable  of  the  situation  on  the 
U.S.-Mexico  border. 


Review- 

'Catch  the  Spirit'  reports 
violence  along  border 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

A  special  edition  of  United 
Methodism’s  weekly  television 
magazine-type  show,  “Catch  the 
Spirit,”  to  be  aired  the  week  of 
March  11,  is  a  fine  example  of 
Christian  compassion  for  both  the 
downtrodden  and  those  in  author¬ 
ity  but  in  untenable  positions. 

This  report  on  human  rights 
violations  on  the  U.S. -Mexican 
border,  produced  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  is  a 
hard-hitting  examination  of 
problems  largely  ignored  by 
mainstream  media. 

According  to  one  human  rights 
organization,  over  500  cases  of 
abuse  along  the  U.S. -Mexican 
border  occurred  last  year.  These 
included  fatal  shootings  allegedly 
by  Border  Patrol  agents  of  people 
attempting  to  cross  the  border  il¬ 
legally. 

There  is  evidence,  according  to 
this  human-rights  group,  that  at¬ 
tacks  on  “illegals”  are  increasing 
on  both  sides  of  the  border. 

The  problem,  we  are  told,  is 
not  that  Border  Patrol  agents  are 
vicious. 

Indeed,  we  are  told,  most  Bor¬ 
der  Patrol  agents  are  very  com¬ 
passionate  toward  those  they  are 
supposed  to  apprehend,  recogniz¬ 
ing  that  they  are  crossing  illegally 
only  because  they  are  trying  to 
stay  alive  or  to  feed  their  families. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  finds  that 
agents  and  “illegals”  alike  are 
victims  of  policies  beyond  their 
control. 

We  hear  from  “illegals”  how 
they  fled  poverty  in  Mexico, 
where  the  unemployment  rate  in 
rural  areas  is  70  to  80  percent, 
and  how  they  fled  political  op¬ 
pression  in  Central  America. 


Agents  tell  us  how  pressures 
upon  them  to  “get  those  illegal 
aliens  ...  at  all  costs”  and  to  “get 
the  drug  trafficker”  lead  to  ovej- 
reaction. 

“In  some  places  on  the  U.S.- 
Mexican  border,  the  fence  that  is 
supposed  to  keep  people  out 
looks  more  like  an  open  gate  with 
an  invitation  to  come  in.” 

The  TV  program  documents 
not  only  the  suffering  caused  by 
these  pressures  but  also  how 
church  groups  are  trying  to  help. 

We  visit  a  human  rights  office 
in  San  Diego,  sponsored  by  the 
American  Friends  Service  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  Oscar  Romero  Home 
in  South  Texas,  sponsored  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  which 
provides  a  temporary  home  for 
Central  American  refugees  cap¬ 
tured  while  trying  to  enter  the 
United  States. 

We  hear  how  Proyecto  Libertad 
in  Texas,  supported  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  is  dealing  with  legal  issues  re¬ 
lated  to  border  violence. 

Yet  the  church's  greatest  contri¬ 
bution  may  be  insightful,  even- 
handed  coverage  of  the  plight  of 
both  agents  and  “illegals” — which 
is  exactly  what  this  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  special  provides. 

The  program,  like  all  “Catch 
the  Spirit”  productions,  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  appear  on  the  Vision  In¬ 
terfaith  Satellite  Network,  the 
American  Christian  Television 
System,  the  Alternate  View  Net¬ 
work,  the  Armed  Forces  Radio  & 
Television  Series,  and  some  local 
stations  and  cable  services. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  of  Long  Island, 
V  Y frequently  reviews  televi¬ 
sion  and  films  for  the  Reporter. 


Strange  'wedding' 
brings  pastor  trouble 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

For  the  Rev.  Edgar  Uziah  Hoover, 
the  “marriage”  he  performed  in  1986 
for  a  friend  of  3 1  years  is  still  causing 
him  great  embarrassment,  trouble 
and  notoriety — the  latter  including  a 
segment  on  national  television’s  “A 
Current  Affair.” 

When  asked  why  he  performed 
the  marriage,  the  retired  United 
Methodist  minister  said,  “It  was 
just  stupid  of  me.  I  thought  he  (the 
bridegroom)  was  an  honest,  good, 
Christian  man.” 

As  reported  by  “The  New  York 
Times  Magazine,”  here  is  the  es¬ 
sence  of  what  happened  nearly  four 
years  ago: 

The  65-year-old  bridegroom. 
George  Gardner,  was  a  socially 
prominent  Washington  businessman. 

His  wealthy  59-year-old  bride  and 
longtime  companion,  Pat  Nicely,  was 
so  severely  incapacitated  by  Alz¬ 
heimer’s  Disease  that  she  had  to  be 
released  from  a  Roanoke,  Va.,  nurs¬ 
ing  home  to  attend  the  wedding. 

Mr.  Hoover  officiated  from  the 
back  seat  of  a  Mercedes  that  Mr. 
Gardner  had  parked  at  a  municipal 
park  in  Washington.  The  newlyweds 
sat  in  the  front.  No  family  members 
or  other  witnesses  were  present. 

Because  Ms.  Nicely  was  unable  to 
speak,  Mr.  Hoover  asked  Mr.  Gard¬ 
ner  if  Ms.  Nicely  knew  what  was  go¬ 
ing  on.  Mr.  Gardner,  her  legal 
guardian,  assured  Mr.  Hoover  that 
she  did. 

When  he  asked  her,  “Pat.  do  you 
want  to  marry  George?”  she  shook 
her  head  no,  but  Mr.  Hoover  attrib¬ 
uted  that  to  her  Alzheimer's  Disease. 


“I  thought  George  could  do  no 
wrong.”  Mr.  Hoover  later  told  the 
Reporter. 

After  the  wedding.  “Mrs.  Gard¬ 
ner”  was  returned  to  her  nursing 
home. 

Mr.  Gardner  returned  to  his 
home  in  Roanoke.  He  also  contin¬ 
ued  dating  Barbara  Bryan,  who  lat¬ 
er  told  the  Reporter  she  knew 
nothing  about  the  marriage. 

Eight  months  later,  Pat  Nicely 
died,  leaving  Mr.  Gardner  $1  mil-, 
lion  wealthier.  Only  after  her  death  • 
did  Mr.  Gardner  make  the  marriage  ; 
known.  ( 

Then  lawsuits  by  the  Nicely  fam- ! 
ily  began.  One  resulted  in  the  mar- 1 
riage  being  declared  invalid. 

Mr.  Hoover  said  he  honestly  be- ; 
lieved  Pat  Nicely  loved  Mr.  Gard- : 
ner  and  wanted  to  marry  him. 

Mr.  Hoover  said  Mr.  Gardner,  a ! 
former  Harvard  ministerial  student,  1 
helped  bring  young  people  to  Greene  • 
Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  Roa- ; 
noke  34  years  ago  when  Mr.  Hoover : 
was  associate  pastor.  After  that,  the 
two  helped  each  other  and  lunched  . 
together  often. 

Mr.  Hoover  said  he  gave  so  many 
legal  depositions  because  of  his  part 
in  the  marriage  that  he  finally  hired ! 
his  own  lawyer.  -j 

“I  felt  like  I  was  in  a  den  of: 
wolves,”  he  said. 

Ms.  Bryan,  the  “other  woman,”! 
told  the  Reporter  she  believes  Mr.! 
Hoover  is  “a  very  moral,  trusting': 
person  who  really  cares  about  peo-' 
pie.”  At  the  trials,  she  said,  “he! 
showed  great  integrity  by  telling  the  j 
whole  truth  at  great  embarrassment ; 
to  himself.” 
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Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday  —  April  29 


Youth  Service  Fund  for  1990 

Youth  and  adult  delegates  to  the  1989  NYMO  Convocation  and  Legisla¬ 
tive  Assembly  voted  to  set  some  long  term  goals  for  the  Youth  Service 
Fund.  We  are  asked  to  DOUBLE  YSF  by  ’92. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this  goal  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Youth 
will  need  to  raise  $7,510  for  1990,  $9,385  for  1991  and  $11,262  for  1992. 

Plan  a  “double”  party  for  your  UMYF,  district  or  conference  event! 
Double  dip,  double  up,  double  over!  Get  creative!  Double  the  fun! 

You  are  the  ones  that  will  make  a  difference!  Now  is  the  time  to  start! 
The  Youth  Service  Fund  is  your  Mission  Project. 


Youth  Service  Fund  Contributions 


1989  Total: 


Acadiana  $  383.15 

First,  Franklin  75.00 

First,  Houma  116.71 

Asbury,  Lafayette  50.00 

Woodlawn,  Gonzales  5.00 

Louisiana  Memorial  100.00 

First,  Thibodaux  34.44 

Calvary,  Thibodaux  1 .00 

Magnolia,  Thibodaux  1 .00 


Alexandria  $  49634 

First,  Alexandria  64.00 

Horseshoe  Drive,  Alexandria  60.00 

Newman  25.84 

Trinity,  Alexandria  15.00 

MacArthur  Drive,  Alexandria  8.00 

St.  Marks,  Alexandria  39.00 

Sieper,  Alexandria  2.00 

Nolley,  Jena  100.00 

Asbury,  Natchitoches  10.00 

Williams  Chapel,  Natchitoches  1.00 

First,  Natchitoches  1.50 

First,  Pineville  1 10.00 

First,  Winnfield  60.00 


Baton  Rouge  $1,925.56 

DCYM  643.75 

Baton  Rouge  District  DCYM  33.44 
First,  Baker  144.00 

Blackwater,  Baker  103.52 

Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge  200.00 

Camphor  150.00 

First,  Baton  Rouge  15.00 

Francis  Asbury,  Baton  Rouge  1 5 1 .00 
Jefferson,  Baton  Rouge  15.00 

Jordan  30.00 

North  Baton  Rouge  10.00 

Istrouma  9.92 

St.  Andrews,  Baton  Rouge  21.46 

St.  Johns,  Baton  Rouge  9 1 .47 

St.  Mark,  Baton  Rouge  100.00 

Zachary  100.00 

Beech  Grove,  Zachary  2.00 

Faithful,  St.  Amant  12.00 

Gonzales  •  48.00 

Scott  Chapel,  Port  Allen  10.00 

St.  Francisville  25.00 

Tunica,  Zachary  10.00 


Lake  Charles  $  652.62 

Church  Point  2.00 

Maxie,  Church  Point  2.00 

Ville  Platte,  Church  Point  2.00 

First,  Crowley  91.00 

First,  DeRidder  100.00 

Iota,  Eunice  5.00 

Bernard  Memorial/Hayes-Iowa  10.00 
First,  Jennings  173.00 

Kinder,  Kinder  30.00 

University,  Lake  Charles  125.01 

First,  Leesville  25.00 

Holly  Grove.  Leesville  5.00 


$5,696.30 

Henning,  Sulphur 

Westlake 

57.61 

25.00 

Monroe 

$  162.90 

DCYM 

69.90 

First,  Lake  Providence 

10.00 

Vidalia 

39.00 

Boeuf  Prairie,  Wisner 

44.00 

New  Orleans 

$  422.00 

DCYM 

100.00 

Boynton,  Gretna 

75.00 

First,  Gretna 

125.00 

Lutcher,  Chapel 

5.00 

St.  Landry,  New  Orleans 

1.00 

Munholland,  Metairie 

20.00 

Spanish  Ministries 

5.00 

Lake  Vista 

11.00 

Mt.  Zion 

50.00 

Peck 

25.00 

St.  Luke’s,  New  Orleans 

5.00 

North  Shore 

$  475.49 

Amite 

25.75 

Live  Oak,  Angie 

10.00 

First,  Covington 

45.75 

First,  Denham  Springs 

195.00 

Roberts,  Denham  Springs 

72.74 

Kentwood 

19.50 

Mt.  Hermon,  Kentwood 

15.15 

James  Chapel,  Walker 

3.00 

Livingston,  Walker 

2.00 

Lees  Landing,  Ponchatoula 

10.00 

First,  Slidell 

665.50 

Bush-Vamado 

10.00 

Ruston 

$  57.53 

Calhoun 

10.00 

Lakeview,  Minden 

32.53 

Grace,  Ruston 

10.00 

Wesley  Chapel,  Ruston 

5.00 

Shreveport 

$  509.59 

First,  Bossier  City 

165.30 

Crossroads,  Coushatta 

18.00 

Bethel,  Logansport 

5.00 

Haskins  Chapel 

1.00 

First,  Mansfield 

100.00 

Wesley,  Mansfield 

100.00 

Many 

15.00 

Bayou  Scie,  Many 

11.00 

Noel,  Shreveport 

94.29 

Special  Donations 

$  611.12 

This  day  has  been  set  aside  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
so  youth  can  share  the  meaning  of  Youth  Service  Fund  with  their 
church  congregations. 


Youth  Service  Fund 


I)  History/Philosophy 

Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  is  money  “raised  by  youth,  distributed  by 
youth,  to  projects  which  benefit  youth” 

—  it  is  an  attempt  to  help  youth  “Reach  out  to  service  beyond  the  lo¬ 
cal  church”  and  make  an  impact  upon  projects 

—  together  we  can  do  things  which  we  could  not  do  individually 
II) Process 

A)  Money  raised  at  the  local  church  or  district  level 

B)  Money  sent  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

C)  30%  of  the  money  is  sent  to  National  Youth  Ministry  Organization 
1)  committee  of  youth  and  adults  determine  how  money  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed 

C)  70%  of  money  stays  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 

1 )  up  to  30%  of  money  may  be  used  for  administration 

2)  at  least  30%  of  money  is  distributed  to  projects  in  conference 

3)  at  least  30%  of  money  is  distributed  to  projects  outside  the  con¬ 
ference 

III)  Resources  &  Ideas  For  YSF  Sunday 

A)  Share  The  Dream:  YSF  Manual  —  order  from  Discipleship 

B)  Youth  Service  Fund:  Share  the  Dream  Brochure  —  order  from  Dis¬ 
cipleship 

C)  Skits  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  office 

D)  Songs  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  office 

E)  “The  Wizard  of  YSF”  —  Play  —  request  from  Louisiana  office 

F)  “Parable  of  the  Prodigal  Youth  Group”  —  request  from  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  office 

G)  “The  Life  and  Loves  of  A  Coke  Machine”  —  request  from  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  office 

H)  “Parable  For  YSF”  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
office 

I)  Fundraising  Ideas  —  request  from  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
office. 


Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  Sponsored  Events 


FALL  CONVOCATION  —  October  7,  1989  —  475  attended  at  First 
UMC,  Monroe,  Kent  Kilbourne  in  concert. 


vember  17-25,  1989. 


1990  Youth  Service  Fund  Projects 

In  Conference 

ACTIVITIES,  LEARNING  AND  FUN  (ALF):  Baton  Rouge 

This  program  is  designed  to  provide  Christian  adult  supervision,  orga¬ 
nized  activities,  tutoring  and  refreshments  as  needed  to  keep  neighbor¬ 
hood  children  (latch  key)  off  the  streets  and  from  committing  vandalism. 


LATCH  KEY:  Shreveport 

The  Latch  Key  Program  of  Noel  United  Methodist  Church  is  designed 
to  help  provide  after  school  childcare  for  elementary  age  children  (ages  5- 
11)  from  the  Shreveport  area  who  have  both  parents  working  (or  single 
parent).  The  project  takes  between  25-30  children.  The  project  is  also  de¬ 
signed  to  help  high  school  or  college  age  young  adults  learn  by  working  un¬ 
der  skilled  supervisors  and  directors. 


UNITED  NATIONS-WASHINGTON  SEMINAR: 

The  purpose  of  the  United  Nations-Washington,  D.C.  Seminar  was  to 
better  inform  the  youth  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  concerning 
Global  Environment.  This  training  experience  helped  the  youth  become 
more  aware  of  the  need  to  actively  seek  out  answers  to  hunger,  depletion  of 
natural  resources  and  our  responsibility  to  all  persons. 


Out  of  Conference 

APPALACHIA  SERVICE  PROJECT:  Tennessee 

The  Appalachia  Service  Project  intentionally  seeks  to  serve  the  poor  in 
rural  areas  where  home  repair  services  are  unavailable.  The  program  is  de¬ 
signed  for  youth.  Because  the  Project  is  based  on  sharing  God’s  love 
through  the  tangible  physical  labor  of  repairing  homes  to  make  them 
warmer,  safer  and  drier,  no  barriers  of  worship  style  or  church  politics  can 
interfere  with  the  mission  of  the  project. 


CONFRONTATION  POINT  MINISTRIES:  Tennessee 

The  purpose  of  Confrontation  Point  Ministries  missions  program  is  to 
provide  quality  outdoor,  experimental,  Christian  camp  experiences  for 
persons  who  normally  do  not  have  such  opportunities  as  well  as  to  provide 
opportunities  for  church  youth  groups  to  have  a  direct  mission  experience 
through  serving  others. 


HARVEST  OF  HOPE:  Virginia 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrews  has  a  program  for  senior  high  age  youth  to 
train  them  to  work  on  the  program  of  hunger  through  gleaning.  Gleaning 
involves  gathering  good  fruit  or  vegetables  left  in  farmers’  fields  after  har¬ 
vest.  That  food  is  then  delivered  to  food  banks,  soup  kitchens,  emergency 
shelter,  etc.  to  help  provide  nutritious  meals  for  people  who  frequently  ex¬ 
perience  dangerous  levels  of  hunger. 


MISSION  SERVICE  PROJECT:  Texas 

The  project  attempts  to  provide  better  housing  for  families  who  are  liv¬ 
ing  significantly  below  the  poverty  line  in  grossly  substandard  homes.  The 
project  provides  an  opportunity  for  youth  and  adults  that  are  involved  to 
know  and  understand  the  faces  of  poverty  while  introducing  the  spirit  and 
love  of  Christ  to  people  who  experience  the  loving  care  of  very  few. 


MOUNTAIN  TOP:  Tennessee 

The  goals  of  Mountain  Top  are  to  help  meet  the  physical,  spiritual,  emo¬ 
tional,  and  social  needs  of  Cumberland  Mountain  families  and  children,  to 
actively  encourage  the  Christian  growth  of  the  participants  and  staff,  and 
to  develop  and  facilitate  the  leadership  skills  of  the  participants  and  staff. 
Another  goal  is  to  foster  within  the  communities  we  work  in  an  eagerness 
for  them  to  minister  to  themselves. 
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It's  Time  to  Take 
Our  Masks  Off 


Well,  we  did  it! 


Marilyn  and  I  attended  our  first  Mardi  Gras.  We  were  the  guests  of 
Clyde  and  Adelaide  Frazier,  and  saw  the  parades  as  they  came  down 
St.  Charles  Street  in  New  Orleans  and  passed  the  Rayne  Church.  The 
Fraziers’  have  been  hosting  bishops  for  Mardi  Gras  many  years  and 
were  both  knowledgeable  and  gracious. 

So  many  mixed  feelings:  enjoyment,  wonder,  perplexity,  and  many, 
many  questions. 

As  someone  said,  “You  stand  ankle  deep  in  trash  catching  worthless 
plastic.”  And  the  newspaper  verified  this  by  reporting  that  2  million 
tons  of  trash  had  been  picked  up  off  the  streets  —  a  new  record.  (What 
does  it  say  about  a  holiday  that  measures  its  success  in  trash  tonnage?) 

Since  the  event,  I  have  been  reflecting  on  its  theological  significance. 
It  is  of  ancient  origin  and  seems  to  grow  in  popularity  each  year.  Mardi 
Gras  is  more  than  an  opulent  parade  or  an  extended  party.  It  may  be  a 
visible  expression  of  our  acknowledged  sinfulness. 

As  I  watched  the  parade,  several  voices  spoke  to  me: 

Dag  Hammerskjold  in  markings  said  . .  we  can  reach  a 
point  where  it  is  possible  for  us  to  recognize  and  understand 
original  sin,  that  dark  counter-center  of  evil  in  our  nature 
. . .  Life  in  God  is  not  an  escape  from  this;  it  is  the  way  to 
full  insight  concerning  it.” 

Sheldon  Kopp  in  If  you  meet  the  Buddha  on  the  Road,  Kill  Him 
writes, 

“By  recognizing  . . .  evil  in  myself  and  by  satisfying  it  in  fan¬ 
tasy,  I  decrease  the  possibilities  that  I  will  find  some  devi¬ 
ous  ways  of  living  it  out . . .” 

AH  of  which  reminds  me  that  Lent  is  the  time  of  self  denial  in  order 
that  the  spirit  of  God  might  grow  in  us,  a  time  we  decrease  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  living  out  evil. 

If  Mardi  Gras  prepares  us  for  meeting  God  in  new  and  fresh  ways, 
all  the  trash  left  in  its  wake  may  be  worthwhile.  But  if  the  inner  trash 
remains  and  is  not  placed  before  God,  then  plastic  prevails  —  inside 
and  out. 


(QL 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 


Around  the  Conference 


PLANNING  SESSION  HELD  —  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  Director  of 
Church  Extension  and  Revitalization  is  shown  leading  a  planning 
session  with  the  Council  on  Ministries  from  Pharr  Chapel  in  Morgan 
City.  Twenty  people  representing  the  various  work  area  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  were  present  for  the  recent  meeting.  Ms.  Merritta  Race  is 
Chairman  of  the  Council  on  Ministries,  and  Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade  is 
pastor. 


REPRESENT  CONFERENCE  —  Those  persons  who  recently  attended 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society's  National  Convention 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference  are  I.  to  r.  Rev  Swindell  Hodges, 
Rev.  Larry  Robertson,  Georgie  Dunbar,  and  Rev.  Dick  Humphries. 
The  event  was  held  in  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico. 


Reaching  Out  to  Help  Others 


It  all  began  50  years  ago  in  Atlan¬ 
tic  City,  New  Jersey  when  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  newly 
formed  Methodist  Church  created 
the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing.  At 
that  particular  time,  our  denomina¬ 
tion  was  celebrating  a  new  unity, 
but  was  a  part  of  a  world  tom  by 
change,  war,  an  uncertain  economy, 
and  thousands  of  homeless  refu¬ 
gees. 

Bishop  Herbert  Welch  called  on 
the  new  church  to  meet  the  needs  of 
people  all  over.  With  that  call  and 
urgency,  was  bom  the  organization 
that  has  become  known  in  Method¬ 
ist  circles  as  the  United  Methodist 


Committee  on. Relief  (UMCOR). 

The  theme  for  this  year's  United 
Methodist  One  Great  Hour  of  Shar¬ 
ing  which  most  churches  will  ob¬ 
serve  on  Sunday,  March  25,  is 
“Love  in  Action.” 

Christ  calls  Christians  to  share 
the  struggle  and  joy  of  service  which 
reaches  out  to  all  the  world.  Al¬ 
though  only  a  few  can  personally  go 
to  some  other  place  in  the  world  in 
order  to  help  in  the  struggle  against 
poverty  and  suffering,  as  Christians 
we  can  go  through  the  body  of 
Christ.  Our  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR), 
connecting  with  Christian  col¬ 


leagues  around  the  globe,  fights  the 
war  on  hunger,  poverty  and  disease. 
The  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  of¬ 
fers  an  opportunity  to  join  in  joyful 
service  to  the  whole  of  humankind. 

This  year  is  the  50th  Anniversary 
of  UMCOR.  All  across  Methodism, 
Conferences  and  districts  will  be 
planning  observances  and  celebra¬ 
tions.  Plans  are  being  made  now  by 
the  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  to  call  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  importance  of  this  orga¬ 
nization  when  our  Annual 
Conference  meets  in  June. 

The  offering  taken  during  the 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  is  a  ma¬ 
jor  source  of  support  for  the  work  of 
UMCOR.  It  is  the  largest  amount  of 
undesignated  money  received  and 
can  be  used  anytime,  anywhere  it  is 
needed. 

For  50  years  UMCOR  has  been 
reaching  out  and  touching  the  lives 
of  hungry,  hurting,  needy  people  in 
80  countries  around  the  world  and 
in  effect  saying  to  them,  “In  the 
name  and  spirit  of  Christ  we  really 
care  about  you.”  Your  gifts, 
through  your  local  church,  to  the 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  will 
make  this  possible! 


A  January  that  will  be  remembered 


One  might  not  think  that  the 
sound  of  raindrops  would  heighten 
anxiety  in  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
people,  but  in  January  it  did.  Peo¬ 
ple  throughout  southeast  Louisiana 
listened  to  the  seemingly  endless 
sounds  of  rain.  When  the  water  fi¬ 
nally  tapered  off  to  a  sprinkle,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  homes  were  inundated  by 
flood  waters.  While  cresting  just  a 
few  inches  below  the  record  flood  of 
1983,  many  families  were  unable  to 
escape  a  repeat  of  that  disaster. 

Shortly  after  hearing  of  the  im¬ 
pending  disaster,  the  Conference 
Disaster  Preparedness  &  Response 
Committee,  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  Tom  Howe,  immediately  went 
to  work.  Making  contact  with  dis¬ 


trict  superintendents  and  district 
coordinators,  the  efforts  to  help  be¬ 
gan. 

All  ministers  who  were  located  in 
flood  prone  areas  were  asked  to  as¬ 
sess  damages  to  their  communities. 
As  reports  came  in,  on  sight  visits 
were  then  made  to  the  hardest 
stricken  regions,  and  pastors  were 
quick  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  the 
people  and  minister  to  them  in  their 
time  of  trial  and  tribulation. 

Rev.  Steve  Spurlock  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Den¬ 
ham  Springs  had  a  back  yard  view 
of  the  flood  waters.  His  church,  be¬ 
ing  on  one  of  the  highest  areas  of 
.town,  escaped  the  water,  however. 


his  neighbors  two  blocks  away  had 
water  in  their  homes. 

After  consulting  with  Disaster 
team  members,  Rev.  John  Johns 
and  Rev.  Tom  Howe,  Rev.  Spur¬ 
lock  contacted  the  emergency  man¬ 
agement  officials  and  offered  his 
services.  Soon  his  church  was  sur¬ 
rounded  with  Red  Cross  officials 
and  refugees.  Through  his  efforts 
many  people  found  assistance  and 
warmth  with  the  Red  Cross  volun¬ 
teers.  In  addition.  Rev.  Spurlock 
provided  counseling  to  those  who 
were  in  need. 

Meanwhile,  in  Slidell,  Aldersgate 
United  Methodist  Church  opened 
its  doors  as  a  shelter.  Rev.  John 


Winn  reports  that  while  no  one 
took  advantage  of  the  opportunity, 
it  was  still  comforting  to  know  that 
the  church  was  there  to  help.  The 
Blackwater  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baker  offered  its  gymna¬ 
sium  as  a  place  for  storage  for  the 
belongings  of  those  whose  homes 
were  damaged  from  the  water. 

As  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  the 
above  mentioned  people,  along 
with  Rev.  Steve  Fleming,  who 
serves  as  Baton  Rouge  District  Di¬ 
saster  Coordinator,  many  families 
had  their  lives  partly  put  back  to¬ 
gether.  One  observer  of  the  church’s 
response  said,  “This  is  what  it 
means  to  be  a  follower  of  Christ.” 


r 


SPECIAL  SUNDAY  —  University  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  celebrated 
UMW  Sunday  February  25.  Marci  Alpha  (left)  coordinated  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  Rev.  Fay  Barrhartung  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  event. 
Rev.  Barrhartung  serves  the  Colfax-Hollings  Chapel  in  Colfax. 
Members  of  the  UMW  honored  Rev.  Barrhartung  with  a  coffee  Sat¬ 
urday,  February  24. 


The  youth  of  First  UMC,  Monroe 
is  growing  fast.  They  now  have 
youth  activities  almost  every  day  of 
the  week.  There  has  been  a  120% 
increase  in  attendance  at  all  UMYF 
functions.  Weekly  activities  in¬ 
clude:  Monday,  Youth  Bell  Choir, 
Tuesday,  Youth  Newsletter; 
Wednesday,  Youth  Bible  Study; 
Thursday,  Youth  Helping  Others; 
Sunday,  Youth  Sunday  School, 
Youth  Choir,  UMYF,  and  Youth 
Vesper  Services.  A  snow  ski  trip, 
along  with  retreats  and  several  lock- 
ins  are  also  planned.  The  Director 
of  Youth  Ministries  is  Jay  Waalk. 
Rev.  William  C.  Blakely  is  pastor. 


Recently,  St.  James  UMC  in 
Shreveport  held  its  Annual  UMW’s 
Day  Program.  Guest  speaker  for  the 
event  was  Nell  Inman,  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Shreveport  District 
UMW.  Following  the  theme:  “Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women  for  Chil¬ 
dren,”  Mrs.  Inman  presented 
several  of  the  problems  facing  chil¬ 
dren  in  our  society.  She  challenged 
the  congregation  to  be  creative  in 
doing  its  part  to  help  with  this  situ¬ 
ation.  Rev.  Arnold  Brown  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Hosston,  Gilliam,  and  Belcher 
UM  churches  located  in  the  Shreve¬ 
port  District,  held  a  silent  auction 
on  February  1 1  at  Gilliam.  An  or¬ 
gan  and  piano  concert  was  also  pre¬ 
sented  for  those  attending.  Proceeds 
totaled  $1,200  which  was  presented 
to  the  Shreveport  District  to  be 
used  for  the  Community  Center  in 
San  Jose,  Costa  Rica.  Dr.  Jim 
Woodward  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC  in  Ruston 

recently  dedicated  its  Sesqui-Cen- 
tennial  Banner  during  the  morning 
worship.  This  church  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  north  Louisiana.  Members 
began  conducting  meetings  near 
one  of  four  springs.  They  were  giv¬ 
en  the  name  “Dancing  Rabbit 
Springs"  by  the  Indians  who  occu¬ 
pied  the  area  when  white  settlers 
moved  into  the  area.  The  banner 
depicts  the  beech  tree  with  water 
flowing  from  underneath  it.  On 
February  11,  UMW  Day  was  ob¬ 
served  with  Miss  Eloise  Sanders, 
District  UMW  President,  as  guest 
speaker.  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch  Jr.,  for¬ 
mer  pastor,  was  the  guest  preacher 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


on  February  1 8.  A  spring  festival  is 
scheduled  for  Saturday,  March  1 7. 
Each  month,  a  special  event  high¬ 
lighting  the  celebration  is  planned. 
Former  pastors  will  return  to 
pre.ach.  Dr.  Doug  McGuire  will 
preach  at  the  Homecoming  Celebra¬ 
tion  April  22.  Other  speakers  in¬ 
clude  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  Dr. 
Donald  Webb,  and  Amy  Ward.  A 
time  capsule  will  be  buried  in  De¬ 
cember.  Rev.  James  Evans  is  pastor 
at  Wesley. 


University  UMC  in  Lake  Charles 

recently  hosted  a  district  wide  re¬ 
ception  honoring  Mrs.  Robert 
(Cathey)  Lannerd.  Cathey  and  her 
husband  have  resided  in  Lake 
Charles  for  a  number  of  years. 
Cathey  has  been  the  Lake  Charles 
District  Secretary.  Due  to  her  hus¬ 
band's  promotion  with  his  compa¬ 
ny,  they  moved  to  Dallas.  Cathey 
worked  under  (wo  district  superin¬ 
tendents  and  will  be  greatly  missed. 
Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones  is  pastor  and  Dr. 
Woodrow  Smith  is  Lake  Charles 
District  Superintendent. 

*  *  * 

North  Highlands  UMC  in 
Shreveport  held  its  Dedication/ 
Consecration  Service  Sunday,  Feb¬ 
ruary  18,  10:50  a.m..  Members  ded¬ 
icated  the  newly  decorated 
sanctuary  and  consecrated  the  Cele¬ 
bration  Center  which  is  the  new  fel¬ 
lowship  hall.  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden  served  as  guest  preacher  dur¬ 
ing  the  ceremony.  Also  in  atten¬ 
dance  were  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton 
and  Rev.  John  Kolemay,  the  first 
appointed  pastor  (1950-1955).  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  morning  worship  service 
a  fellowship  luncheon  took  place. 
Rev.  Tom  Logan  is  pastor. 


St.  Luke's  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge 

is  rejoicing  over  the  recent  forma¬ 
tion  and  chartering  of  the  UMM.  At 
a  supper  meeting  February  15,  Con¬ 
ference  UMM  President  Boyd  Baun 
presented  a  detail  of  the  mission, 
ministries,  and  opportunities  of  an 
active  UMM  unit.  Officers  elected 
were:  Paul  Mahaffey,  president; 
Milton  Baker,  vice  president;  and 
Richard  Martel,  treasurer.  Rev. 
Ken  Bowman  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 


On  February  18  the  children  of 
Lejeune  UMC  in  Lobdell  made 
church  history  by  conducting  their 
first  Black  History  Program.  Roose¬ 
velt  Beverly,  guest  speaker  for  the 
event,  discussed  topics  which  blacks 
were  the  first  to  make  contribu¬ 
tions.  The  children  selected  individ- 


ual  characters  to  speak  about.  Ms. 
Rosalean  Dents  gave  an  inspira¬ 
tional  talk  to  the  children.  Assisting 
with  the  program  were:  Alfred  Hen¬ 
ry,  Ethel  Mae  Penny,  and  Margie 
Butler.  All  who  attended  found  the 
event  very  inspirational.  Rev.  Clar¬ 
ence  Hillard  is  pastor. 


•V 


Louisiana  Conference  Ministers' 
Golf  Tourney 

Alexandria  Country  Club 
Friday,  March  30,  1990 


Tee  Time:  12:30  Noon 


Banquet  6:30  p.m. 
Alexandria  Holiday  Inn 


Here  We  Go  Again! 

Mail  Entry  Fee  $38.00 
To:  Rev.  Larry  O'Dell 
Box  656 

Westlake,  LA  70669 
Make  Check  Payable  To 
"Westlake  Methodist" 
Deadline  Is 
MARCH  23rd 


NOTE:  Alexandria  Golf  Club  is 
7  miles  south  of  traffic  cirde  on  US  165 


PRIZES  GALORE  ! 
CLOSEST-TO-HOLE 
LONGEST  DRIVES 
AND  MORE  ! 


All  Entries  MUST  Endose  Last  3  Scores. 


City/State/Zip _ 

Telephone _ 


Will  Spouse  be  eating  at  the  Banquet?  (  $12  ) _ Yes 

Minister's  Fee  for  Tourney  and  Banquet  C$38)  $ 

Spouse's  Fee  for  Banquet  ($12)  $ 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $ 


NOTE:  Due  to  the  Temporary  Clubhouse,  lunch  is  available  in 
nJT  limited  volume  Please  eat  before  you  come! 


NCC  Production  to  Air  on  NBC-TV 

“Spirit  of  the  Rising  Son,”  a  special  program  that  focuses  on  the  role 
of  Christianity  in  addressing  social  problems  in  Japan,  will  air  Sunday, 
March  18,  at  1  p.m.  (ET)  on  NBC-TV'.  This  special  was  written  and 
produced  for  the  National  Council  of  Churches  (NCC)  by  “Catch  the 
Spirit"  field  producer  Nancy  Montoya.  Check  with  your  local  NBC  af¬ 
filiate  to  confirm  date  and  time. 


Faith  forum 


MARCH  16,  1990 


2 _ 

The  I  nited  Methodist 

REPORTER 


What  do  you  tviir>k9  _ 

Indusive  language:  Tell  us  your  views 


United  Methodists  have  been  divided  in  recent  years  over  use  of 
“inclusive  language"  in  place  of  traditional  male-oriented  language  in 
hymns,  worship  rituals  and  church-school  literature. 

"Inclusive  language”  can  be  applied  at  least  two  ways. 

One  involves  words  that  make  no  sexual  distinctions  when  refer¬ 
ring  to  human  beings;  for  example,  “humanity”  instead  of  “man.” 

A  second  involves  use  of  non-masculine  words  when  referring  to 
God;  for  example,  neutral  terms  such  as  “Creator.” 

Inclusive  language  is  used  extensively  but  not  exclusively  in  our 
new  hymnal  and  in  new  church  school  material.  Still,  some  in  the 
church  continue  to  oppose  it,  as  witness  a  recent  appeal  to  the 
church’s  Judicial  Council  to  clarify  possibly  contradictory  mandates 
by  the  1988  General  Conference  regarding  its  usage  in  the  church's 
worship  and  educational  materials  (see  UMR,  March.  9). 

While  the  Judicial  Council  will  interpret  church  law,  the  Reporter 
wishes  to  take  an  informal  reading  of  current  attitudes  among  church 
members  toward  inclusive  language.  The  following  questions  provide 
a  way  for  you  to  register  your  views  and  feelings. 

1 .  Which  of  the  following  best  describes  your  views  about  using  inclu¬ 
sive  language  when  referring  to  other  people  during  worship,  Bible 
study  and  hymn  singing?  (circle  one  letter) 

a)  I  much  prefer  inclusive  language. 

b)  I’m  comfortable  most  of  the  time  with  inclusive  language. 

c)  I’m  uncomfortable  most  of  the  time  with  inclusive  language. 

d)  I  much  prefer  to  avoid  use  of  inclusive  language. 


COMMENT:  - - - 

2.  Which  of  the  following  best  describes  your  views  about  using  inclu¬ 
sive  language  when  referring  to  God  during  worship,  Bible  study  and 
hymn  singing?  (circle  one  letter) 

a)  I  much  prefer  inclusive  language. 

b)  I’m  comfortable  most  of  the  time  with  inclusive  language. 

c)  I’m  uncomfortable  most  of  the  time  with  inclusive  language. 

d)  1  much  prefer  to  avoid  use  of  inclusive  language 


COMMENT: - 

3.  When  referring  to  the  Trinity  in  the  church’s  rituals,  I  believe  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  should  (circle  one  letter): 

a)  be  open  to  the  use  of  both  “Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit”  and  in¬ 
clusive  language  alternatives  such  as  “Creator,  Redeemer  and  Sustainer.” 

b)  use  only  “Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit.” 

c)  use  only  inclusive  language  alternatives  such  as  “Creator,  Re¬ 
deemer  and  Sustainer.” 


COMMENT:  - - - 

4.  Do  you  think  more  openness  exists  in  your  congregation  today 
than  five  years  ago  to  the  use  of  inclusive  language?  (circle  one) 

Yes  No  Uncertain 

Please  tell  us  the  following: 

a)  Your  age  (circle  one):  21  &  under  22-35  36-50  51-65  66&over 

b)  Your  sex:  Male  Female 

c)  Your  membership  status:  l  ay  Ordained 

d)  Your  annual  conference:  - - - - 

Send  responses  postmarked  no  later  than  April  6  to  Think,  United 

Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


The  United  Methodist  General  Conference  has  taken  a  generally  af¬ 
firmative  position  regarding  the  use  of  "inclusive  language."  "An 
Inclusive-Language  Lectionary"  gives  alternative  wording  for  many 
traditional  biblical  references  to  human  beings  and  God.  Our  new 
United  Methodist  Hymnal  uses  "inclusive  language"  in  some  lyrics 
while  retaining  traditional  language  in  others.  Our  new  Book  of 
Worship  is  expected  to  "include  inclusive"  language  in  some  ritu¬ 
als.  What's  your  opinion? 


Here  I  Qfar>rl 

Church's  leaders  should 
rethink  El  Salvador  stance 


ByEDW.  ROBB 

Let’s  get  things  straight. 

Last  March,  El  Salvador  held  an 
election.  The  Marxist  guerrillas  of 
the  Farabundo  Marti  National  Lib¬ 
eration  Front — or  FMLN — tried  to 
stop  the  voting  by  force.  But  by 
September  newly  elected  President 
Alfredo  Cristiani  had  opened  peace 
negotiations  with  the  rebels. 

In  November,  guerrillas  launched 
a  bloody  offensive  with  arms  from 
Nicaragua. 

Now  many  voices  in  our  churches, 
including  the  Reporter,  are  calling 
for  the  United  States — not  Nicara¬ 
gua — to  back  off  from  El  Salvador. 
They  urge  this  drastic  move  to  press 
Mr.  Cristiani — not  the  FMLN — to¬ 
ward  “a  genuinely  peaceful  and 
democratic  alternative.” 

Haven’t  we  got  things  a  bit  back¬ 
wards  here? 

Of  course  we  should  demand  that 
the  Salvadoran  government  respect 
human  rights.  And  if  it  cannot  or 
will  not  punish  the  murderers  of  in¬ 
nocent  churchmen,  then  a  re-evalu- 
ation  of  U.S.  policy  is  in  order. 

Rethink  approach 

But  why  not  ask  our  churches, 
too,  to  rethink  their  approach  to  El 
Salvador? 

■  Why  does  our  concern  for  hu¬ 
man  rights  seem  so  one-sided? 
Church  leaders  were  outraged — and 
rightly  so — at  the  brutal  slaying  of 
six  Jesuits,  apparently  by  govern¬ 
ment  forces.  But  they  had  nothing 
to  say  about  the  FMLN’s  assassina¬ 
tion  last  March  of  conservative  Je¬ 
suit  Francisco  Peccorini.  Nor  about 
the  rebels’  killing  of  five  Salvadoran 
journalists  Nov.  29. 

■  Why  do  we  protest  only  the 
U.S.  aid  to  the  Salvadoran  govern¬ 
ment?  A  Nov.  29  statement  by  nine 
U.S.  denominational  executives 
dismissed  concern  over  Nicaraguan 
arms  shipments  to  the  FMLN  as  an 
“unacceptable  diversion”  from  ef¬ 
forts  to  pressure  Mr.  Cristiani. 

■  Why  doesn’t  it  bother  us  that 
our  mission  work  in  El  Salvador  is 
politically  compromised?  The  “New 
York  Times”  states  the  problem: 

“Many  religious  workers  in  El 


"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Ed  W.  Robb 
is  executive  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Ed  Robb 
Evangelistic  Associa¬ 
tion,  Marshall,  Texas,  and  chairman  of 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  Democra¬ 
cy.  Dr.  Robb  is  a  ministerial  member  of 
the  Northwest  Texas  conference. 


Salvador  do  sympathize  with  the  in¬ 
surgents  and  refuse  to  recognize  the 
government  as  legitimate.  There  is 
evidence  that  some  members  of 
church  and  union  groups  did  help 
the  guerrillas  and  that  a  few  picked 
up  arms  and  fought  with  them.” 

■  Why  don’t  we  listen  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church  in  El  Salva- 
dore?  The  Salvadoran  bishops 
regard  their  country’s  government 
as  legitimate,  “the  fruit  of  a  demo¬ 
cratic  process,  accepted  by  the  mas¬ 
sive  attendance  at  the  polls.” 

Balanced  perspective  rare 

Archbishop  Rivera  y  Damas  con¬ 
demned  the  recent  guerrilla  offensive 
as  “useless  and  unjustifiable”  and 
criticized  the  army  for  excessive 
force  in  its  response.  Such  a  balanced 
yet  firmly  pro-democratic  perspec¬ 
tive  rarely  appears  in  U.S.  church 
pronouncements  on  El  Salvador. 

■  Why  don’t  we  listen  to  what 
other  Central  Americans  say  about 
El  Salvador?  At  the  conclusion  of  a 
meeting  in  early  December,  the  four 
other  Central  American  presidents 
pledged  their  “decisive  support”  to 
Mr.  Cristiani. 

Even  President  Daniel  Ortega  of 
Nicaragua  signed  a  declaration  that 
commended  Mr.  Cristiani  for  seek¬ 
ing  “a  solution  to  the  Salvadoran 
conflict  through  peaceful  and  dem¬ 
ocratic  means”  and  appealed  to  the 
FMLN  to  “immediately  cease  its 
hostilities.” 

When  will  our  church  leaders 
make  such  a  strong  affirmation  of  de¬ 
mocracy — not  unilateral  concessions 
to  an  armed  Marxist  minority — as 
the  way  to  peace  in  El  Salvador? 


Letters  to  the  Editor^  ~ 

Who  are  the  'real  cranks'  in  the  debate  over  gun  control? 


Chuck  Pottsmith  refers  to  gun 
control  advocates  in  his  letter  to  the 
editor  as  “cranks”  (see  UMR,  Feb. 
23).  On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  Na¬ 
tional  Rifle  Association  fanatics — 
who  advocate  the  unlimited  avail¬ 
ability  of  over-the-counter  assault 
rifles  and  armor-piercing  bullets  to 
all  comers,  including  convicted  fel¬ 
ons — who  are  the  real  cranks. 

His  stated  objections  to  a  ban  on 
assault  rifles  is  that  he  enjoys  hunt¬ 
ing  and  target  practice.  No  sane  per¬ 
son  uses  assault  rifles  for  either 


activity! 

William  H.  Suter 
South  Pasadena,  California 

Photo  disappointed  me 

I  was  disappointed  to  see  a  picture 
of  Jennifer  Casolo  in  the  March  2  is¬ 
sue.  The  implausibility  of  her  claims 
of  innocence  to  charges  of  storing 
weapons  for  terrorists  has  been  dem¬ 
onstrated  by  such  organizations  as 
“The  New  York  Post,”  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Broadcasting  Network  and  the 


CBS-TV  program  “Nightwatch.” 
Few  people  still  believe  she  is  an  in¬ 
nocent  victim. 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
authority  in  moral  and  spiritual 
matters  is  diluted  by  association 
with  political  activity  that  may  be 
subject  to  honest  disagreement.  But 
it  is  adulterated  to  impotence  by  as¬ 
sociation  with  discredited  political 
activity. 

Joseph  E.  McDaniels 
Holiaday,  Tennessee 


Let's  help  families 

I  read  with  interest  the  article  in 
the  Feb.  16  issue  about  the  “smor¬ 
gasbord”  meeting  in  Albuquerque, 
N.M.,  sponsored  by  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  meeting  provides  a  clue  to  why 
The  United  Methodist  Church  lost 
more  than  70,000  members  in  1988. 

The  wave  of  the  future  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  not  to 
be  abortion,  homosexuality,  hate 
letters  to  George  Bush,  apartheid  or 


FaithLine 

'We  need  to  take  lead  on  the  environment' 


Callers  from  across  the  nation  re¬ 
sponded  to  our  March  2  FaithLine 
question:  “Do  you  agree  with  the 
writer  of  this  week’s  ‘Here  I  Stand’ 
that  the  church  should  take  the  lead 
in  promoting  concern  for  the  envi¬ 
ronment?” 

Here’s  a  sampling  of  responses: 

Becky  Archibald,  Fort  Worth,  Tex¬ 
as:  I  feel  that  we  have  the  potential 
for  a  leadership  role  in  ecology  and 
saving  the  environment,  and  I  don’t 
see  us  taking  it.  I  think  that  church 
people  are,  as  a  rule,  concerned, 
caring  people  and  could  be  persuad¬ 
ed,  led  or  influenced  to  recycle  and 
help  get  legislation  passed,  and  that 
sort  of  thing.  I  have  children  in  the 


Northeast,  and  they  are  doing  a 
great  deal  more  than  we  are.  I  guess 
it  boils  down  to  the  theology  of 
ecology,  maybe,  but  I  am  very,  very 
concerned  about  it.  And  I  think  we 
need  to  take  the  lead. 

Jim  Sayre,  Aitkin,  Minn.:  Our 
church  members  have  been  recy¬ 
cling  since  1988.  All  moneys  there¬ 
from  are  donated  to  the  Heifer 
Project  International.  To  date,  do¬ 
nations  total  $450.  We  believe  that 
our  slogan — “Reduce,  Reuse,  Recy¬ 
cle’’ — deepens  our  understanding 
of  what  Christ  taught.  All  on  this 
planet  are  family.  Each  is  equal  in 
God’s  sight.  Everyone  of  us  is  to 
love  his  neighbor  as  himself.  The 


Minnesota  Annual  Conference 
theme  for  1989  was  “God  So  Loved 
The  World — Take  Care  Of  It.” 

Alice  Avard,  Sherman  Oaks,  Calif.: 
Our  United  Methodist  Women  met 
yesterday,  and  . . .  they  were  very 
much  in  favor  of  supporting  the 
churches  being  behind  environmen¬ 
tal  work.  We  are  already  doing  that 
and  promoting  recycling  within  our 
church  and  are  going  to  continue  to 
support  it.  We  will  appreciate  any 
further  help  you  can  give  us. 

Ann  Smith,  Keller,  Texas:  Yes,  I  be¬ 
lieve  we  should  take  the  lead.  I  feel 
that  we  should  ask  in  a  contest,  per¬ 
haps,  for  someone  to  write  new  lyr¬ 


ics  to  “This  Is  My  Father’s  World.” 
If  we  teach  the  children  that  this  IS 
our  Father’s  world,  then  we’ll  be 
teaching  ourselves,  and  we’ll  be  en¬ 
suring  our  heritage. 

Sue  Robinson,  New  York:  I  heartily 
approve  of  the  “Here  I  Stand”  arti¬ 
cle.  It  raises  many  important  ques¬ 
tions.  This  is  an  issue  all  people  of 
the  world  should  deal  with. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Know  that  the  Lord  is  God!  It  is 
he  that  made  us,  and  we  are  his;  we 
are  his  people,  and  the  sheep  of  his 
pasture.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Matthew  6:19-21) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  19 

Monday:  Psalms  95 
Tuesday:  Psalms  96 
Wednesday:  Exodus  1 7:3-7 
Thursday:  John  4:5-26 
Friday:  John  4:27-42 
Saturday:  Romans  5:1-5 
Sunday:  Romans  5:6-1 1 


bureaucratic  economic  systems. 

The  hearts  and  minds  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  in  this  decade  will  belong  to 
the  church  that  speaks  courageously 
to  the  need  for  straightening  out  the 
monogamous,  heterosexual  family. 

The  family  is  in  trouble  and  has 
been  given  precious  little  to  build 
upon  by  the  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society — or  any  other 
board  or  agency  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  boards  are 
mesmerized  by  issues  that  turn 
many  United  Methodists  off. 

The  church  has  no  greater  respon¬ 
sibility  to  her  families  than  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  framework  for  stable 
family  relationships.  Our  families 
have  the  right  to  expect  Christian 
teachings  from  their  local  church 
and  to  demand  a  core  of  common 


sense  from  our  boards  and  agencies. 

It  bothers  me  to  realize  that  so 
much  of  our  church  money  was 
spent  to  feed  the  prejudices  of  the 
300  people  in  Albuquerque.  The 
money  could  have  been  more  prop¬ 
erly  and  judiciously  used  to 
strengthen  family  relations. 

George  W.  Harbuck 
Mansfield,  Louisiana 
Thanks  for  strike  news 

Thank  you  for  all  of  the  news  on 
the  United  Mine  Workers’  strike 
against  the  Pittson  Coal  Group  (see 
UMR,  Jan.  19,  26,  Feb,  2  and 
March  2).  The  United  Methodist 
ministers’  support  [of  the  Mine 
Workers]  was  in  the  great  Method¬ 
ist  tradition  in  my  opinion. 

Theta  Wittman 
San  Diego,  California 
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ARTIFACTS  DAMAGED:  Several 
ancient  Near  Eastern  artifacts,  some  dating 
from  3200  B.C.,  were  destroyed  at  United 
Methodism’s  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 
in  a  Feb.  28  earthquake  in  Southern  California. 
The  school’s  chapel  and  library  and  several 
United  Methodist  churches  sustained  damage 
amounting  to  at  least  $80,000.  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  established  an 
emergency  Advance  number — 9013308 — for 
cash  donations  for  areas  affected  by  the  latest 
California  earthquake.  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area)  also  asked 
each  congregation  in  the  California-Pacific  An¬ 
nual  Conference  to  take  up  a  special  offering  for 
earthquake  victims  on  March  11. 


'DISCIPLINE'  REVIEWED:  The  leg¬ 
islation  committee  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  has  begun  its  quadrennial  review  of  “The 
Book  of  Discipline,  1988”  for  racial  inclusive¬ 
ness.  The  committee,  with  input  from  the  whole 
commission,  will  prepare  any  proposed  legisla¬ 
tive  changes  to  be  acted  upon  at  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  denomination.  The 
process  was  begun  during  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  commission  in  Oklahoma  City. 


MISSION  TALKS  RESUMED:  An 

informal  dialogue  was  resumed  between  the 
United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists  in  St. 
Louis,  March  6-7.  At  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  1988  General 
Conference  and  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  representatives 
of  both  groups  were  asked 
J.  Woodrow  Hearn  to  continue  informal  dis¬ 


cussions  in  the  spirit  of  unity  and  Christian  mis¬ 
sion.  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  president  of 
the  Global  Ministries  board,  said  the  late  talks 
revealed  a  number  of  concerns,  but  “the  dia¬ 
logue  was  helpful.”  Global  Ministries  represen¬ 
tatives  plan  to  recommend  another  dialogue 
session  as  part  of  their  report  to  the  board  April 
23-27  in  New  York. 


LEADERSHIP  CHANGES:  The  lead¬ 
ership  recently  changed  for  the  Phoenix  Native 
American  Urban  Ministries.  The  Rev.  Harry  L. 
Long,  a  United  Methodist  Muskogee  (Creek) 
who  founded  the  ministry  in  the  mid-1980s,  re¬ 
tired  as  director  of  the  noted  “walking  minis¬ 
try”  among  the  Native  Americans  who  make  up 
1.5  percent  of  the  population  of  Phoenix.  His 
successor  is  the  Rev.  Evelene  Tweedy  Sombre¬ 
ro,  a  Navajo  who  managed  the  shelter  for  the 
Center  Against  Domestic  Violence  in  Flagstaff, 
Ariz.,  from  1989-90.  Ms.  Sombrero  is  a  clergy 
member  of  the  New  Mexico  Annual  Confer¬ 


ence. 


Compiled  from  staff  and  wire  reports 


Call  sounded  for  'healers'  in  drug  war 


By  DENISE  (OHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

An  urgent,  first-time  call  was 
sounded  last  week  for  United 
Methodist  Volunteers-in-Mission 
to  share  “the  healing  word  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ”  this  summer  in  the 
nation’s  capital. 

The  experimental  effort  to 
combat  substance  abuse  will  be 
aimed  particularly  at  children.  It 
will  be  carried  out  in  a  group  of 
“Saving  Stations”  staffed  by  vol¬ 
unteers  in  partnership  with  mem¬ 
bers  and  pastors  of  14  United 
Methodist  local  churches  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

The  Rev.  Patricia  D.  Brown, 
mission  evangelism  executive  for 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries, ’issued  the  call 
on  behalf  of  Bishop  Felton  E. 
May. 


She  said  there  is  an  urgent  need 
for  teachers,  Christian  educators, 
artists,  social-service  staff  mem¬ 
bers,  counselors  and  pastors. 

Each  selected  volunteer,  she 
added,  also  is  expected  to  be  able 
to  articulate  his  or  her  faith. 

Bishop  May  heads  the  Council 
of  Bishops'  year-long  anti-drug 
initiative  based  in  Washington. 

The  “Saving  Stations”  are  one 
facet  of  that  effort.  They  will  in¬ 
volve  a  unique  combination  of 
national  church  coordination,  lo¬ 
cal  church  volunteers  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  local  church 
volunteers  from  other  parts  of 
the  country. 

Volunteers  initially  will  be  re¬ 
cruited  for  periods  of  one  to  12 
weeks  this  summer. 

The  volunteer’s  home  church, 
known  as  a  "sponsor,"  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  individual’s 


needed  financial  backing. 

On  location  in  Washington,  vol¬ 
unteers  will  stay  either  in  local 
churches,  nearby  motels  or  private 
homes. 

Ms.  Brown  cautioned,  though, 
that  if  a  volunteer  is  looking  for 
luxury,  "don't  come.” 

“Bishop  May  says,  ‘We’re  giv¬ 
ing  people  the  opportunity  to 
choose  life  or  choose  death,’  ”  said 
Ms.  Brown.  “We  are  either  on  the 
edge  of  a  Holocaust  or  Pentecost. 
And  I  choose  Pentecost.” 

Tent  ministry  planned 

Each  participating  Washington 
congregation  will  set  up  a  “tent 
ministry”  within  its  community, 
Ms.  Brown  explained.  Each  tent 
will  bear  a  sign  identifying  it  as  a 
“Saving  Station.”  The  tents, 
costing  about  $6,000  each,  hold 
100  people. 


“We  have  found  that  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  is  a  spiritual  prob¬ 
lem.”  said  Ms.  Brown.  "We  can 
saturate  the  area  with  social  ser¬ 
vices,  but  if  we  don’t  also  offer 
Jesus  Christ,  then  we’ve  failed.” 

An  important  aim  of  this  ef¬ 
fort  is  to  promote  personal 
growth,  self-esteem  and  the  val¬ 
ue  of  each  individual,  she  ex¬ 
plained. 

“We’re  stressing  the  enhance¬ 
ment  of  personal  worth  as  chil¬ 
dren  of  God,"  Ms.  Brown  said. 
"A  lot  of  these  kids  are  into 
drugs,  or  they  are  helping  to  deal 
it  or  have  members  of  their  fam¬ 
ilies  doing  it.” 

Children  offered  protection 

At  the  heart  of  this  part  of  the 
Bishops'  Initiative,  she  said,  will 
be  a  day  camp  for  children  in 
drug-infested  areas. 


Programs  for  children  will  be 
similar  to  vacation  Bible  schools, 
she  said.  Fun  activities  and  Bible 
study  will  be  coupled  with  social 
services  during  the  day. 

Music  and  evangelistic  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  community  will  be 
provided  in  the  evening. 

Applicants  for  Summer  1990 
"Saving  Station"  ministries  will 
be  processed  by  the  mission 
board's  Mission  Personnel  Re¬ 
sources  department.  All  inquiries 
should  be  sent  to  "Saving  Sta¬ 
tion,"  Volunteers  in  Mission, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room 
1470,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 

Ms.  Brown  described  this  new 
ministry  during  the  annual  gath¬ 
ering  of  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  and  United  Methodist 
Review  annual  conference  edi¬ 
tion  editors  last  week  at  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  headquarters  in  Dallas. 


Candlelight 
support  asked 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— A  lighted  can¬ 
dle  in  the  window  of  each  United 
Methodist’s  home,  and  daily 
prayers  for  all  whose  lives  are  af¬ 
fected  by  drug  abuse  and  vio¬ 
lence  were  asked  for  Feb.  28  by 
the  leader  of  a  United  Methodist 
war-on-drugs  initiative. 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  on  a 
one-year  assignment  in  drug-rid¬ 
dled  Anacostia  in  inner-city 
Washington,  said  grass-roots 
United  Methodists,  8.9  million 
in  number,  must  undergird  the 
anti-drug  projects  at  14  church- 
based  “Saving  Stations”  with 
prayers.  * 

“We  need  prayers  that  will 
heal,  change  the  lives  of  those 
who  are  hurting  and  suffering,” 
the  bishop  said.  “We  must  offer 
hope  and  demonstrate  an  almost 
fanatical  love  of  our  risen  Savior 
and  our  neighbors,”  to  help  turn 
the  U.S.  drug  crisis  around. 

In  an  Ash  Wednesday  sermon 
at  the  Upper  Room  Chapel  in 
Nashville,  he  invited  United 
Methodists  around  the  country 
to  join  with  those  in  Washington, 
lighting  a  candle  each  day  during 
the  year  to  symbolize  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  solidarity  with  those 
whose  lives  are  affected  by  illegal 
sale  and  use  of  drugs. 

Bishop  May  is  at  the  helm  of  an 
effort  to  move  local  churches  into 
drug-related  outreach  ministries. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO  BY  PETER  WILLIAMS 


World  church  gathering  on  justice,  peace,  creation  opens  in  Korea 

SEOUL,  Korea— A  worship  service  opens  the  lustice,  Peace  More  complete  reports  from  the  convocation  sponsored  by 
and  Integrity  of  Creation  convocation  March  5-10  in  Seoul,  the  World  Council  of  Churches  will  appear  in  subsequent  is- 
Eight  United  Methodists  were  among  the  official  delegates,  sues  of  the  Reporter. 
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RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY,  Eu¬ 
ropean  tours:  July  12-24,  August  14-25.  Con¬ 
firmed  tickets.  Write:  Rev  Ralph  Lawrence, 
4192  Tattenham,  Boise,  ID  83704.  (208)  888- 
2245,  378-0393. 

when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and  slay  at  Kel¬ 
ler’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  to  160). 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned  lodging,  swim¬ 
ming.  $9.00  tickets,  grilled  burger  cook  out.  and  break¬ 
fast.  All  for  $24.00  each!  Call:  (501)  253-8418  today! 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  EDUCATION  Director 

by  June  1.  1990.  St.  Paul’s  UMC.  Us  Cruces. 
New  Mexico.  Responsible  for  recruiting,  training, 
organizing  and  supervising  Christian  Education 

commensurate  with  experience.  Send  resume 
with  references  to:  E.  Leonard  Gillingham,  Box 
696  Us  Cruces.  NM  88004.  Phone:  (505)  526- 

DILLON.  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM,  2  BATH 

Condo  for  lease.  Weekly;  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call:  (214)  239-5061 .  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

6689.  By  April  17,  1990. 

NEEDED  FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/Director. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  Rapid¬ 
ly  growing  church  in  Dallas  metroplex.  Strong 
program.  Send  resume,  call  for  interview.  All 

Salary  negotiable.  Complete  choir  program. 
Search  Committee,  Mount  Vernon  UMC,  107 
West  Main  Street,  Danville,  VA  2454 1 

contacts  are  confidential.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  447,  Rowlett,  TX  75088,  do 
John  Allen.  (214)  475-3667. 

LOOKING  FOR  A  NEW  AND  UNIQUE  re¬ 

source  for  a  Sunday  School  or  study  group?  Does 
your  group  like  to  know  the  issues  and  make  up 
their  own  minds?  “Understanding  Baptism  ’ 
presents  the  baptismal  beliefs  and  practices  of 
four  major  Christian  traditions  in  an  unbiased 
manner.  Thorough  and  responsible,  yet  accessible 
to  lay  people.  Complete  Leader's  Guide  for  five 
sessions.  $19.95;  Participant  Manuals,  $3.00 
each.  Shipping  paid  if  check  accompanies  order. 
Order  from:  Response  Resources,  662  W.  Hun¬ 
tington,  Suite  412,  Monrovia,  CA  91016.  Satis¬ 
faction  guaranteed. 

ADMINISTRATOR  FOR  CHURCH  RELATED 
residence  for  women.  Responsible  for  overall  op¬ 
eration.  Some  weekend  and  night  work.  Must 
have  active  Christian  faith,  master’s  degree  in  hu¬ 
man  services  field,  at  least  five  years  supervisory 
experience,  and  demonstrated  ability  to  work 
with  women  in  transition.  Minimum  salary 
$26,000  plus  benefits  (including  housing  and 
meals).  Submit  resume  and  letter  of  application 
by  March  31  to:  Personnel  Committee,  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn,  1040  Bush  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94109.  Job  description  and  questionnaire  will  be 
mailed  to  qualified  applicants. 

STAFF  PERSON  NEEDED.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Houston,  MS  is  seeking  a  full-time 
Director  of  Music  and  Youth  Ministries.  Salary  is 

WANTED:  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for  the 

North  Indiana  Conference  Foundation  for  Mis¬ 
sion  and  Ministry.  Send  resume  to:  Personnel 

negotiable.  Contact:  Dr.  Bryan  Scarbrough.  P.O. 
Box  123,  Houston,  MS  38851.  Phone  (601)  456- 
2203  or  456-3564.  Job  description  on  request. 

Strategics,  54809  County  Road  17  South,  Elk¬ 
hart.  Indiana  46516  by  April  16. 

SHUBERT  M.  OGDEN  WILL  LEAD  a  seminar 
at  Ring  Lake  Ranch,  an  ecumenical  retreat  cen- 

GROWING  CENTRAL  FLORIDA  CHURCH 

needs  a  Director  of  Youth  and  Young  Adult  Min¬ 
istries.  Exciting  program  of  70+  in  UMYFs. 

ter,  July  22-August  3.  Topic:  "Is  There  Only  One 
True  Religion?"  Write/phone  for  details:  Box 
806.  Dubois.  WY  825 1 3.  (307)  455-2663. 

$18,000  plus  insurance.  Send  resume:  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  263  King  St..  Oviedo,  FL  32765. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU.  GERMANY,  Swit- 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  and 

Music.  Full-time  position  responsible  for  total 
education  and  music  program.  Send  resume  and 
references  to:  Rev  Loyd  Cain,  University  United 
Methodist  Church.  2000  S.  Locust.  Las  Cruces. 
NM  88001.  by  April  7,  1990. 

plete.  Guaranteed  tickets  Passion  Play.  Free  bro¬ 
chure.  Experienced  hosts.  Dr.  Cecil  Pottieger. 
241  E.  3rd  St  .  Media.  PA  19063.(215)566-5987. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministry 

is  needed  for  1000-member  United  Methodist 
congregation  in  central  Illinois.  Salary  commen- 

KITCHEN  SUPERVISOR  WITH  COOKING 

experience,  wanted  at  year-round  United  Meth¬ 
odist  camp.  Apply  immediately  to:  Sharia  Jordre. 

surate  with  experience  and  training.  Send  resume 
to:  Delmar  Smith,  120  North  Avenue  A.,  Canton, 

IL  61520.  1 

Storm  Mountain  Center,  HC  33  Box  1701,  Rapid 
City,  SD  57701. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Children  and 

Youth  Ministry.  1800-mcmber  Cape  Coral  First 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/PROGRAM.  Will 

work  closely  with  Council  on  Ministries.  Salary 
and  benefit  package  competitive.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  156,  Fairfield,  TX  75840. 

United  Methodist  Church.  Send  resume  and  ref¬ 
erences  to:  Personnel  Committee,  4118  Corona¬ 
do  Parkway.  Cape  Coral.  FL  33904. 

CHINA  SILK  ROAD  STUDY  TOUR  September 

3-26.  1990.  Led  by  Rev.  Ewing  W.  Carroll.  Jr., 

PROGRAMS  FOR  OUTREACH  IN  THE 

1 990’s,  “Who  Am  I  Now  That  I  Am  Alone?"  a 
ten  week  program  for  those  who  have  sufTercd  the 
loss  of  a  relationship.  "What  About  Mom  & 
Dad?"  a  four  week  program  for  adult  children 

Director  The  United  Methodist  China  Program. 
Visit  Dunhuang  Caves  and  religious  leaders  in 
Beijing.  Xian,  Urumqi.  Lanzhou  and  Guilin.  In¬ 
clusive  price  from  New  York  $3,600.  Interested? 
Call:  (2 1 2)  870-3687  or  fax  (212)  870-3895.  ! 

who  arc  facing  the  care  of  their  aging  parents. 
Both  programs  come  with  complete  leader’s 
guides  and  separate  participant  materials.  For 
complete  details  on  each  program  and  order  in¬ 
formation  write:  ABT,  P.O.  Box  4098,  Garden 
Grove.  CA  92642-4098. 

EMPLOYMENT—  HEALTH  CARE  Facility. 

The  Search  Committee  of  Asbury  Centers,  Inc. 
invites  applications  for  president  of  Asbury  Cen¬ 
ters,  Inc.  The  position  is  available  July  1.  1990. 
Current  president  retiring.  Asbury  Centers.  Inc. 
has  retirement  and  health  care  facilities  in  the 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525 
four  weeks.  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability. 
Gayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Wayncsville,  NC 
28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

Holston  Conference  area  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Compensation  package  dependent 
upon  training  and  experience.  An  equal  opportu¬ 
nity  employer.  Please  address  all  correspondence 
to:  Earl  S.  Ailor.  815  Charter  Federal  Building, 
Knoxville,  TN  37902. 

School  status  unclear  after  link  with  Japanese 


Purpose  statement  retained 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist-related  West- 
mar  College  in  Le  Mars,  Iowa,  re¬ 
cently  “reorganized"  as  Teikyo 
Westmar  University,  an  arm  of  Tei¬ 
kyo  University  in  Tokyo. 

The  move  may  threaten  the 
school’s  United  Methodist  affili¬ 
ation. 

Westmar,  like  each  of  the  five 
United  Methodist-related  colleges 
in  Iowa,  was  scheduled  to  receive 
$94,000  for  programming  from  the 
conference  during  1990. 

The  Iowa  Annual  Conference 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Campus  Ministry  temporarily  sus¬ 
pended  funding  to  Westmar. 

The  question  of  affiliation  with 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  to 
be  resolved  by  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate,  the  church  body  that  deter¬ 
mines  which  colleges  or  universities 
meets  affiliation  requirements. 

Church  team  to  visit  campus 

In  a  letter  to  Westmar’s  presi¬ 
dent,  the  Rev.  John  W.  White  Jr., 
president  of  the  University  Senate, 
said  that  the  newly  renamed  univer¬ 
sity  would  be  reviewed  on-site  by  a 
team  from  the  University  Senate. 

Until  then,  the  university  will 
continue  to  be  affiliated  with  the 
church. 

And  until  that  decision  is  made, 
conference  funds  will  remain  in  an 
interest-bearing  account,  said  the 
Rev.  James  V.  Poulsen,  chairman 
of  the  conference  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Campus  Ministry. 

Westmar  is,  however,  reportedly 
gaining  a  substantial  financial  com¬ 
mitment  from  Teikyo  University. 
Although  the  exact  sum  has  not 
been  released,  press  reports  say  at 
least  a  $3  million  investment  is  ex¬ 
pected. 

The  exact  nature  of  the  transac¬ 


tion  is  the  point  of  bitter  debate,  ac¬ 
cording  to  annual  conference 
officials. 

Teikyo  Westmar  president,  the 
Rev.  Arthur  W.  Richardson,  calls 
the  transaction  a  “reorganization” 
and  the  money  a  “gift." 

Members  of  the  college’s  board  of 
trustees  who  disagreed  with  the  pro¬ 
posal  call  it  a  “thinly  disguised 
sale"  or  a  “merger.” 

Several  board  members,  includ¬ 
ing  chairman  Robert  Rydell  of  Des 
Moines,  resigned  in  protest  when 
the  proposed  transaction  was  sub¬ 
mitted  and  was  unofficially  passed 
at  a  Feb.  3  board  meeting.  The  reor¬ 
ganization  became  official  by  a 
board  vote  March  3. 

Control  of  assets  at  issue 

At  issue  are  the  century-old 
school's  affiliation  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  governance  of 
the  school  and  control  of  the 
school’s  assets  and  charitable  trusts. 

Mr.  Richardson  told  the  Report¬ 
er,  "1  don’t  think  this  action  threat¬ 
ens  church  affiliation.  The  original 
mission  statement  of  the  school  and 
the  purpose  both  appear  verbatim 
in  the  new  articles  of  incorpora¬ 
tion”  (see  related  story). 

He  said  the  school’s  property  and 
assets  will  stay  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  Richardson  said  the  same  37 
trustees  are  to  continue  to  serve  but 


"I  don't  think  this 
action  threatens  church 
affiliation.  The  original 
mission  statement  of  the 
school  and  the  purpose 
both  appear  verbatim  in 
the  new  articles  of 
incorporation." 

— Arthur  Richardson 


The  new  articles  of  incorporation 
for  United  Methodist-related  Tei¬ 
kyo  Westmar  University,  formerly 
Westmar  College,  in  Le  Mars,  Iowa, 
(see  related  article)  restate  the  origi¬ 
nal  purpose  and  mission  statement 
of  the  university. 

They  read  in  part: 

“Westmar  College  has  been  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church,  and  shall  continue  to 
be  known  as  one  of  the  colleges  of 


as  a  board  of  governors.  A  new  sev¬ 
en-member  board  of  trustees,  all  of 
whom  would  be  U.S.  citizens,  is  to 
be  appointed. 

The  problem,  opponents  say,  is 
that  all  control  rests  with  one 
man  —  Dr.  Shoichi  Okinaga, 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY  — “How 
long  has  it  been  since  we've  seen  50 
members  of  a  general  church  agency 
on  their  knees  by  their  chairs  pray¬ 
ing  for  God’s  guidance?” 

Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell  (Se¬ 
attle  Area)  asked  that  question  re¬ 
cently,  adding,  “In  my  experience, 
this  is  a  rare  thing.  And,  like  many 
rare  things,  it  is  a  thing  of  beauty.” 

The  bishop  was  speaking  of  what 
he  calls  the  “commission  in  transi¬ 
tion,”  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race. 

“Transition  is  needed,”  said 
Bishop  McConnell,  president  of  the 


The  United  Methodist  Church.” 
(Purpose,  Section  2) 

“  . . .  Westmar  College  is  a  college 
of  liberal  arts  and  sciences  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  whose 
heritage  is  to  learn  from  Scripture, 
experience,  reason  and  tradition 
without  compromise  of  intellectual 
integrity  or  free  inquiry."  (Mission 
Statement) 


founder  and  chairman  of  Teikyo 
University.  He  is  to  appoint  all 
board  members,  and  they  will  serve 
at  his  pleasure. 

Legal  control  will  rest  with  the 
Japanese,  the  legal  counsel  for  the 
reorganization  said. 


agency,  “because  racism  in  various 
forms  is  increasing,  including  in  the 
church,  and  we  need  to  adapt  to  be 
able  to  overcome  and  eradicate  that 
racism." 

During  the  agency’s  Feb.  28- 
March  3  meeting,  commission 
members  took  part  in  an  all-day 
goals-setting  process.  It  was  de¬ 
signed  to  make  the  agency  more  ef¬ 
fective  in  monitoring  the  church’s 
racial  inclusiveness. 

Also  included  in  the  day’s  activi¬ 
ties  were  hymn  singing,  fellowship 
and  corporate  prayer. 

The  commissioners  empowered 
their  executive  committee  to  incor¬ 
porate  the  results  of  the  workshop 
into  a  proposal  to  be  voted  on  at  the 
commission's  Sept.  21-25  meeting. 


—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


'Commission  in  transition' 
seeks  guidance  in  prayer 


<t 
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Faith  at  work 


MARCH  16,  1990 


Faith- 

^connections 

NO  MEETING:  The  United  Methodist 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  citing  “responsi¬ 
ble  stewardship,"  has  canceled  its  April  20-23 
meeting  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  C.  David  Lundquist, 
chief  executive  of  the  denomination’s  general 
coordinating  council,  said  two  council  commit¬ 
tees — the  one  supervising  the  church’s  special 
gifts  (Advance)  program  and  the  council’s  own 
executive  committee — would  meet  in  April. 

SINGLES  TO  MEET:  The  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Discipleship  is  to 
sponsor  two  events  in  July 
about  ministries  to  single 
adults.  The  National  Meet¬ 
ing  for  Leaders  of  Single 
Adults  is  to  be  July  25-29  in 
Houston.  Leaders  for  that 
event  include  the  Rev.  Ezra 
Earl  Jones,  chief  executive 
of  the  Discipleship  board, 
and  Bishop  Richard  B. 

Wilke  (Arkansas  Area).  The  National  Gathering 
for  United  Methodist  Single  Adults  is  to  be  July 
27-29  in  conjunction  with  the  leaders’  session. 


Richard  Wilke 


PRESIDENT-ELECT:  The  dean  of  Un¬ 
ited  Methodist-related  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  is  to  be  named  president¬ 
elect  of  the  American  Academy  of  Religion.  The 
Rev.  Robert  C.  Neville  is  to  assume  the  post  in 
November  and  become  president  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  in  November  1991.  The  academy  com¬ 
prises  6,000  specialists  in  the  scholarly  study  of 
religion  in  North  American  colleges,  universi¬ 
ties  and  theology  schools.  Dr.  Neville  is  a  minis¬ 
terial  member  of  the  Missouri  East  Annual 
Conference. 

SEMINARY  TRAINING  EVENT: 

Members  of  committees  monitoring  racial  is¬ 
sues  at  United  Methodist  seminaries  can  take 
part  in  a  spring  1991  training  event  sponsored 
by  the  denomination’s  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race.  The  training  is  expected  to 
equip  seminary  officials  to  recognize  and  deal 
with  racism  in  the  schools’  dealings  with  ethnic- 
minority  students.  The  commission  authorized 
the  training  program  during  a  recent  meeting  in 
Oklahoma  City. 


COUNCIL  OFFICIAL  DIES: 

C.  Leonard  Miller,  associate  general  secretary  of 
The  United  Methodist  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  died  on  March  9  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 
He  had  been  in  the  hospital  since  Dec.  8,  with 
pancreas  cancer.  Mr.  Miller  was  with  the  coun¬ 
cil  since  its  beginnings  and  became  an  associate 
general  secretary  in  1976.  Funeral  services  were 
held  on  March  14,  at  McKinley  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dayton.  Memorial  services 
were  also  held  in  his  hometown  of  Philadelphia 
on  March  1 7.  C.  David  Lundquist,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  council,  said  “Leonard  was  a  true 
servant  of  Jesus  Christ.  Leonard  loved  the 
church,  and  knew  United  Methodism  as  few 
others  did.”  Contributions  can  be  made  to  a 
scholarship  fund  in  his  name  at  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Delaware,  Ohio. 


Curriculum  switching  to 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — Come  next  year, 
your  United  Methodist  church 
school  curriculum  will  be  based  on 
"the  most  accurate  and  under¬ 
standable  record  of  God’s  word  for 
humankind” — the  New  Revised 
Standard  Version  of  the  Bible. 

During  its  recent  annual  meet¬ 
ing,  the  denomination’s  102- 
member  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  approved  the 
NRSV,  as  the  new  version  is 
known,  as  the  preferred  transla¬ 
tion  of  Scriptures  in  our  Chris¬ 
tian  education  materials. 

The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones, 
chief  executive  for  the  Disciple¬ 
ship  agency,  said  the  NRSV 
would  be  the  "fundamental 
translation  that  is  used  in  every 
United  Methodist  church  every 
Sunday,”  especially  through  cur¬ 
riculum  resources. 

Expert  explains  translation 

Before  the  adoption  vote  was 


taken,  the  agency’s  directors  and 
staff  members  heard  the  Rev. 
Bruce  M.  Metzger,  a  Bible  trans- 
lation  expert  from  Princeton 
(N.J.)  Theological  Seminary,  ex¬ 
plain  that  the  new  version  — 
scheduled  for  release  Sept.  30 — 
translates  line-for-line,  word-for- 
word,  the  actual  wording  of  early 
Bible  manuscripts. 

Dr.  Metzger  was  a  member  of 
the  Revised  Standard  Version 
translation  committee  from 
1953-57  and  is  chairman  of  the 
30-member  National  Council  of 
Churches  committee  that  pro¬ 
duced  the  new  translation. 

The  emeritus  seminary  profes¬ 
sor  described  some  changes 
made  in  the  new  translation. 

For  example,  The  Songs  of  Sol¬ 
omon  5:1,  “I  am  black  but  come¬ 
ly.  . .  ”  will  be  “I  am  black  and 
beautiful."  Dr.  Metzger  said  such 
changes  give  the  Bible  “greater 
accuracy  and  greater  clarity.” 

Dr.  Metzger  spoke  as  the  1990 
participant  in  the  Willson  Lec¬ 
ture  Series  hosted  this  year  by 


the  Discipleship  board. 

Revitalization  plans  eyed 

Turning  their  attention  to  revi¬ 
talizing  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  Discipleship’s  elected 
directors  and  staff  members  dis¬ 
cussed  the  new  program  empha¬ 
sis  called  “Vital  Congregations, 
Faithful  Disciples.” 

Initiated  by  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  that  program  is  to  be  present¬ 
ed  during  “The  Gathering,”  a 
churchwide  event  expected  to 
draw  some  5,000  people  Oct.  31- 
Nov.  4to  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Discipleship  officials  have 
planned  some  300  “learning  op¬ 
tions”  and  a  fully  staffed  resource 
center  during  “The  Gathering.” 

Dr.  Jones  said  the  vital-congre¬ 
gation  program  would  stress  the 
three  things  fundamental  for  ev¬ 
ery  United  Methodist  church: 

■  Commitment  to  Jesus  Christ 
as  Savior  and  Lord. 

■  Congregations  helping  peo¬ 
ple  to  practice  the  means  of 
grace. 


REPORTER  STATE  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVAU 

NASHVILLE— Charles  |ones  (second  from  left),  chairman  of  the  Division  of  United  Methodist 
Men  in  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  presents  a  box  containing  a  facsimile  machine  to  the 
Rev.  David  Caulker,  pastor  of  King  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Freetown,  Sierra  Le¬ 
one.  Dale  Waymire  (left)  from  the  United  Methodist  Men  Foundation  looks  on,  and  Ernest  Wen¬ 
dell,  national  president  of  United  Methodist  Men,  holds  another.  United  Methodist  Men 
purchased  five  machines  to  help  increase  communications  between  United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States  and  three  of  the  church's  Central  Conference  offices  overseas.  Besides  Sierra  Le¬ 
one,  machines  have  gone  to  Burundi  and  the  Philippines. 


New  RSV  Bible 


■  Helping  all  of  us  live  every 
moment  as  faithful  disciples. 

In  other  business,  Discipleship 
directors: 

■  Approved  28  grant  propos¬ 
als  totaling  $133,400  through  the 
board’s  Ethnic  Local  Church 
Concerns  standing  committee. 
These  funds  come  from  United 
Methodist  World  Service  Funds 
each  year. 

■  Voted  to  ask  the  General 


council  on  Finance  and  Adminis 
tration  to  assist  the  Discipleshij 
board  in  securing  a  uniform  sys 
tern  of  names,  addresses  and  tele 
phone  numbers  of  all  local  churcl 
officers  as  a  marketing  strategy  fo 
Discipleship  Resources. 

■  Approved  giving  40  acres  c 
land  near  a  Gulf  Oil  refinery  ii 
Houston  to  establish  a  city  park  t 
honor  the  work  of  Samuel  Tayloi 
a  United  Methodist  layman. 


'Vision'  plan  offered 
for  local  churches 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — Need  help  to 
“break  the  maintenance  mode  of 
ministry”  and  energize  your  con¬ 
gregation  for  growth? 

If  so,  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  has  just 
the  plan  for  you.  It’s  called  “Vi¬ 
sion  2000." 

The  board  adopted  the  action 
plan,  which  originated  in  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference,  as  its  own  during  its 
recent  meeting. 

“Vision  2000”  challenges  each 
United  Methodist  congregation  to 
set  attainable  evangelistic  goals 
that  may  be  reached  by  2000. 

The  effort  encompasses  princi¬ 
ples  and  procedures  of  the  Disci¬ 
pleship  board’s  "Growth  Plus” 
program. 

That  program  encourages  con¬ 
gregations  to  expand  their  minis¬ 
tries  as  well  as  their  membership. 
About  40  people  have  been 
trained  as  “Growth  Plus”  consul¬ 
tants  in  the  Western  North  Caro¬ 
lina  conference  alone. 

Conference  is  guinea  pig 

“One  year  ago  our  annual  con¬ 
ference  decided  to  become  a 
guinea  pig  for  the  whole  denomi¬ 
nation  and  try  the  Vision  2000 
program,”  said  the  Rev.  Donald 
W.  Haynes,  director  of  the  West¬ 
ern  North  Carolina  conference 
council  on  ministries. 

“Enthusiasm  for  the  program 
is  tremendous!  Something  excit¬ 
ing  is  really  happening.” 

Dr.  Haynes  said  he  had  visited 
a  number  of  congregations  that 
had  already  gone  beyond  goals 
“they  projected  to  be  reached 
many  weeks  from  now.” 

“The  laity  are  really  giving  tre¬ 
mendous  leadership  in  this  em¬ 


phasis,”  said  Dr.  Haynes. 

Seventy-three  percent  of  con¬ 
gregations  in  the  Western  North 
Carolina  conference  are  partici¬ 
pating  in  an  attendance  crusade 
that  runs  through  Pentecost  Sun¬ 
day,  Dr.  Haynes  said. 

“An  annual  attendance  cru¬ 
sade  is  the  most  effective  chal¬ 
lenge  to  some  person  who  would 
not  otherwise  respond  to  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  more  faithful  atten¬ 
dance,”  Dr.  Haynes  said.  “It 
provides  an  excellent  excuse  for 
persons  to  invite  others.” 

At  one  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation,  Dr.  Haynes  said,  the 
pastor  invited  the  entire  fire  de¬ 
partment  to  the  worship  service 
as  part  of  the  community  affir¬ 
mation  component  of  a  worship- 
attendance  crusade. 

The  fire  chief  said,  “I  don’t  go 
to  any  church,  but  if  I  did  ever 
go,  it  would  certainly  be  this 
church,  where  the  community  is 
so  appreciated.” 

Effort  launched  Nov.  4 

To  launch  the  “Vision  2000” 
effort,  conference  officials  invit¬ 
ed  3,800  laypeople  and  clergy 
members  to  a  “kick-off”  seminar 
Nov.  4.  About  $10,000  from  con¬ 
ference  funds  helped  keep  indi¬ 
vidual  expenses  low. 

The  seminar  included  six  ses¬ 
sions  on  evangelistic  topics  led 
by  Discipleship  staff  members 
and  resource  people: 

■  Faith  Sharing 

■  Extending  Your  Congrega¬ 
tion’s  Welcome 

■  Single  Out  Singles  for  Minis¬ 
try 

■  Ministry  to  Older  Adults 

■  Evangelism  Among  Baby 
Boomers 

■  Mobilizing  Volunteers  for 
Ministry. 


SILK  SCREENED  APRONS 

Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
 today? 

Ofellow  apron  wtlh  navy  imprint  (Al/MSdl  >  -  ••  v  >'.G 

•  White  apron  with  royal  blue  impnnt  (AUM502)  jJ 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint  (AUM508) 

•  36"  long  and  24'  wide  •  Durable  easy-care  fabric 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 

Apron  IAL  M50I.  AUM502.  AUM503I  $9.  two apmn»-Ilfcgpi 
ux  aprons- S42  Specify  colortsl  desired  Add  sales  lax  for 
-  delivery  in  N  Y  Money  back  guarantee  Also  available  for 

other  denominations 


MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Jtawson  Rd.  U.M.,  Cuba,  NY.  14727 

(7161 4  J7-Z9Z3 


800 
232 
1395 

Concerned  About 
The  Condition 
Of  The  Stained  Glass 
Wood,  Mortar, 

3"  Or  Slate? 

Do  you  need  someone  you 
can  truly  trust?  Do  you 
need  a  Craftsman? 


restoring 
stone,  slate, 
plaster,  wood, 
steeples,  doors... 


Yarn-spinning  minister 
reaches  national  finals 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

Spencer  G.  Plumley  enjoyed  tell¬ 
ing  funny  stories  in  church  so  much 
that  he  took  his  show  on  the  road. 

For  the  past  18  years,  the  full¬ 
time  United  Methodist  lay  pastor 
from  Malvern,  Ark.,  has  been  a  key¬ 
note  speaker  and  humorist  at  ban¬ 
quets,  conventions,  political 
meetings,  churches  and  prisons. 

His  speech  entitled  “My  First  Re¬ 
vival”  recently  won  the  first  four 
levels  of  competition  in  the  national 
humorous  speech  contest.  It’s  spon¬ 
sored  annually  by  Toastmasters  In¬ 
ternational. 

Mr.  Plumley  is  to  compete  in  the 
final  level  of  competition  in  June  in 
Madison,  Wis. 


Position 

Available 

Do  you  believe  that  effective  com¬ 
munication  is  vital  to  the  church’s  min¬ 
istry?  Do  you  believe  the  church's  fu¬ 
ture  will  depend  in  large  part  on  how 
well  we  share  the  story  of  our  faith? 
Are  you  a  self-motivated  individual 
who  likes  a  rapid  pace,  travel,  and  a 
challenge  both  personally  and 
professionally? 

If  you  can  answer  "yes"  to  these 
three  questions,  then  give  us  a  call. 
The  United  Methodist  Reporter  is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  marketing  executive  to  work 
with  local  churches  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  across  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  For  details  write  or  call: 

Richard  Stark 
P.O.  Box  660275 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

(214)  630-6495 

Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Employer 


“I  supplemented  my  income  by 
doing  humor  around  the  country 
and  had  a  great  time,”  Mr.  Plumley 
said.  “Wherever  I  go,  sometimes 
subtly  and  sometimes  not  so  subtly, 
1  bring  in  my  Christian  conviction. 

“Preaching  is  important,  but  that 
is  just  a  small  segment  of  ministry. 
Real  ministry  takes  place  every  day, 
not  just  a  few  hours  a  week  from  be¬ 
hind  the  pulpit.” 

Mr.  Plumley  said  he  believes  hu¬ 
mor  is  a  form  of  “real  ministry.”  He 
likes  to  quote  Proverbs  17:22,  “A 
merry  heart  doeth  good  like  a  medi¬ 
cine.” 

“Of  course,  we  know  that  laugh¬ 
ter  alone  can’t  cure  all  our  prob¬ 
lems,”  Mr.  Plumley  said,  “but  it 
can  sure  make  them  more  bear¬ 
able.” 

He  added,  “Humor  is  not  always 
appropriate.  Sometimes  there  is  no 
substitute  for  tender  love  and  care. 
Life  is  filled  with  disappointments 
and  tragedies,  but  if  we  look  hard 
enough,  we  can  find  some  humor  to 
help  us  cope.” 

Mr.  Plumley  grew  up  on  a  farm 
near  Lewisville,  Ark. — population 
1,500. 

At  age  19  he  started  preaching  in 
the  Assemblies  of  God  church. 

He  learned  to  tell  funny  stories, 
he  said,  “because  I  was  scared  to 
death  to  get  up  in  front  of  a  crowd." 

Although  he  has  been  preaching 
for  22  years,  Mr.  Plumley  has  been 
a  United  Methodist  for  only  five 
years. 

“I  think  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  the  greatest  religious  or¬ 
ganization  in  the  world,”  he  said. 
“I’m  serious.  And  I  wanted  to  join 
it  for  a  long  time,  but  I  knew  I’d 
have  to  start  over  just  like  a  kid  (to 
be  a  preacher).” 

He  now  serves  a  pastoral  charge 


Spencer  G.  Plumley 


Humor  breaks  ice 

Once  when  Spencer  G.  Plumley 
was  speaking  at  a  prison,  humor 
helped  break  the  ice,  he  said. 

“I  worked  hard  designing  a  pro¬ 
gram  for  the  prisoners,  and  I  want¬ 
ed  them  to  feel  at  ease,”  he  said. 

“I  opened  the  program  with  a  sto¬ 
ry  about  a  prisoner  who  had  just  ar¬ 
rived  at  prison.  He  wrote  his 
mother  a  letter  and  said,  ‘Well,  this 
place  is  just  like  everywhere  else. 
It’s  mostly  Baptists  here.’  ’’ 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


with  three  congregations:  Keith  Me¬ 
morial,  Rolla,  and  L’eau  Fraiz  (“It 
sounds  like  Low  Freight,  and  it 
means  ‘clear  water’  ”)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches. 

He  draws  much  of  his  humorous 
material  from  his  experiences  in 
ministry. 

“The  interesting  thing,”  he  said, 
“is  that  many  of  them  are  true.  Or 
at  least  based  on  a  true  experience.” 

One  of  his  specialties  is  satirizing 
his  own  ministry. 

“We  goof  up,”  Mr.  Plumley  said, 
“but  we’re  trying.” 


Native  center  director  sought 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  National  United  Methodist 
Native  American  Center  has  new 
officers  and  has  begun  a  search  for  a 
new  executive  director. 

The  Rev.  Billie  Nowabbi  of  Okla¬ 
homa  City  has  been  elected  to  chair 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  center 
at  United  Methodist-related  Okla¬ 
homa  City  University. 

Josephine  Wildcat  Bigler  of  Wau¬ 
watosa,  Wis.,  has  been  picked  as 
program  chairwoman. 

Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon  (Oklaho¬ 
ma  Area)  has  been  selected  for  the 
board’s  executive  committee. 

A  search  committee  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  created 
when  former  director  Ben  Bushy- 
head  left  in  November.  The  board 
named  staff  member  Marcelene 
Mahsetky  Rogers  acting  director. 


Explore 
Ministry 
At  Our 
Expense! 


Would  you  or  someone  you  know 
like  to  learn  more  about  ministry  at  a 
United  Methodist  seminary? 

•one  year  tuition  grant 
•choose  from  13  excellent  institutions 


For  more  information  contact: 
The  Rev.  James  L.  Oman 
Lilly  Endowment  Project 
P  0.  Bar  871 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
(615)  340-7412 


'A  Tradition  of  Excellent 

.  A  project  of  the 

Association  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Sch 


The  board  of  directors  reaffirmed 
the  center’s  commitment  to  recruit¬ 
ing  church  leaders  from  Native 
American  congregations  and  to 
strengthening  spiritual  formation 
and  ministry  with  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  through  those  congregations. 


EXCHANGE 

STUDENT... 


Anna  from  Sweden 


"/  lore  sports,  cooking  and  music,  lust 
summer.  /  worked  at  a  camp  as  a 
swimming  instructor.  /  really  enjoyed 
working  with  the  children. " 

BECOME  A 
HOST  FAMILY... 

to  an  Australian, 
Scandinavian,  European, 
South  American  or 
Japanese  High  School 
Exchange  Student. 
AISE  brings  people  together 
from  around  the  world.  Open 
your  heart  and  your  home  to  a 
foreign  student  who  wants  to 
spend  a  year  studying  and 
sharing  in  America. 

CALI  TOLL  FREE... 

1-800-876-8800 

DIRECTOR  OF 

CHURCH  FAMILY  DEVELOPMENT 
REVEREND  DANIEL  SNIDER 
700  SANDERS  DRIVE 
HAMILTON,  OHIO  45013 

American  Intercultural 
Student  Exchange 

A  NON  PROFIT  TAX  EXEMPT 
EDUCATIONAL  FOUNDATION 


library  box  4188 

SHREVEPORT  E  A  71104 
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Wind  and  Fire 


I  have  an  open  door  appointment  policy.  Certain  days  are  set  aside  for 
visits  with  any  person  who  makes  such  a  request. 


He  was  a  name  on  the  Thursday  appointment  schedule;  an  unfamiliar 
name. 


We  exchanged  introductory  greetings  and  he  sat  down,  was  silent  for  a 
moment,  then  began.  “Bishop,  I'm  here  to  talk  about  my  church  and  my 
pastor.” 

I  sighed,  sat  back  and  prepared  for  coming  storm. 

“We  have  a  fine  pastor  who  works  hard  and  preaches  the  gospel.  We 
have  a  growing  church  that  is  coming  alive.” 

This  witness  caught  me  off  guard.  I  had  already  “put  on  the  armor"; 
now  I  had  to  take  it  off. 


“In  fact.  Bishop,  I’m  here  to  ask  you  to  pray  for  our  congregation  that 
we  might  be  a  better  United  Methodist  Church.” 

By  this  time  I  was  fully  awake. 

“We  only  paid  95%  of  our  apportionments;  we  need  a  class  on  Wesley¬ 
an  doctrine;  our  leaders  need  to  know  the  Discipline  and  most  of  all,  we 
need  the  wind  and  the  fire  of  The  Holy  Spirit. 

Wind  —  God’s  spirit  that  blows  where  it  will  and  gives  direc¬ 
tion. 

Fire  —  The  fire  of  new  birth  in  the  spirit.  Fire  that  refines  us, 
tempers  us  and  gives  us  strength. 

I  gladly  joined  my  visitor  as  we  held  hands  and  together  prayed  for  the 
Wind  and  Fire  to  consume  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

O  e^% 


[-Persons  —Churches  —  Events^ 


The  Kentwood  UMW’s  Reading 
Program  continues  to  be  a  tremen¬ 
dous  success.  Each  year  it  gives  the 
members  spiritual  growth  and 
brings  many  benefits.  It  is  also  very 
uplifting  to  everyone  involved.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  program’s  director, 
Sarah  Mae  Felder,  the  program  pro¬ 
duces  a  bond  along  with  a  topic  of 
conversation  among  those  who  par¬ 
ticipate.  The  group  uses  Plan  One 
of  the  UMW  Reading  Program 
which  requires  the  reading  of  one 
book  from  each  of  the  four  catego¬ 
ries  set  for  the  program  and  all  the 
issues  of  the  Response  Magazine  for 
the  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
those  members  that  complete  the 
requirements  are  awarded  a  certifi¬ 
cate.  Names  of  the  “Readers  of  the 
Quarter”  are  publicized  in  the 
church  newsletter  and  on  the 
church  bulletin  board.  Those  who 
exceed  the  basic  requirements  are 
named  "Super  Reader.”  Rev.  Deb¬ 
bie  Drash  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Acadiana  Laity  Banquet  will 
be  held  March  24  at  11:30  a.m.  at 
First  UMC  in  Franklin.  It  will  be  a 
noon  event  rather  than  an  evening 


social  as  it  has  been  in  the  past. 
This  year’s  speaker  will  be  Mrs. 
Marilyn  Oden,  wife  of  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden.  Everyone  in¬ 
volved  with  the  banquet  is  looking 
forward  to  hearing  Mrs.  Oden 
speak.  The  Laity  Banquet  is  a  great 
opportunity  for  United  Methodists 
within  a  district  to  enjoy  food  and 
fellowship  with  each  other.  A  por¬ 
tion  of  the  money  collected  for  the 
banquet  will  benefit  Methodist 
scholarships.  Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fair- 
ley  is  pastor  of  First  Church. 

*  *  * 

Thomas  UMC  in  Kenner  will 
hold  its  Ground  Breaking  Ceremo¬ 
ny  for  its  new  Activities  Building  on 
Sunday,  March  25,  1990  at  3  p.m. 
The  church  is  located  at  420  Web¬ 
ster  Street.  Rev.  Robert  F.  Harring¬ 
ton  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Crew  Lake  UMC  in  Start  will 
hold  Evangelistic  Services  on 
March  25-28  at  7  p.m.  each  night. 
Rev.  Joe  Solomon  will  lead  the  ser¬ 
vices.  The  singing  group  “Rejoice” 
will  entertain  at  each  service.  Rev. 
Howard  Hudson  is  pastor. 


In  Memoriam 


Rev.  Major  M.  Goldman  Jr.  died 
March  2;  1990.  Rev.  Goldman  was 
the  pastor  of  Asbury  UMC  and 
Trinity  UMC  in  Franklin.  He  was  57 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  Rev.  Gold¬ 
man  is  survived  by  his  wife  Eva  and 
two  sons.  Funeral  services  were 


held  at  Trinity  UMC. 

Retired  Minister  Rev.  Eskel  L. 
Tatum  died  March  13,  1990.  Rev. 
Tatum  who  was  74  at  the  time  of 
his  death  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Marcella  Wilson  Tatum  who  resides 
in  Jennings. 


Additions/Corrections  to  100%  and 
100%  +  1989  Apportionment  Listing: 


Church  Pastor 

Tangipahoa  Norwood  Hingle,  III  100% 

St.  Luke's,  BR  Ken  Bowman  100% 

Wesley,  BR  Freddie  Henderson  100% 

FUMC,  Shreveport  John  Fellers  100% 

Broadmoor,  BR  Ken  Reed  100%  + 


Special  Page  on  page  6 


Making  a  Difference,  Making  a  World  of  Hope 


Hunger  is  a  word  that  brings  to 
mind  many  images:  starving  chil¬ 
dren  in  Ethiopia,  the  working  poor 
who  cannot  make  it  on  minimum 
wage,  and  soup  kitchen  lines  just  to 
name  a  few.  What  can  United 
Methodists,  as  well  as  other  Chris¬ 
tians  do  to  help  the  hungry,  the 
poor?  What  can  we  do  to  make  a 
difference? 

These  are  indeed  questions  we,  as 
Christians,  struggle  with.  However, 
there  is  an  organization  that  has 
made  a  difference  in  helping  the 
hungry  and  the  poor.  Such  an  orga¬ 
nization  is  The  Harvest  of  Hope. 
This  is  where  meeting  the  struggle 
begins.  Harvest  of  Hope  partici¬ 
pants  truly  demonstrate  the  depth 
of  their  concern  and  compassion  for 
the  poor  and  hungry  with  the  hard 
work  they  are  doing. 

Louisiana  is  definitely  doing  its 
part  to  add  to  this  extraordinary  in¬ 
stitution  with  the  assistance  of  the 
program's  director,  Rev.  Rob  We¬ 
ber,  pastor  of  Benton  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  located  in  the 
Shreveport  District.  “I  would  like 
to  start  a  gleaning  network  across 
the  state,”  said  the  young  pastor. 

The  Gleaning  Network  is  one  of 
the  newest  of  the  St.  Andrew  minis¬ 
tries.  A  logical  extension  of  the  Har¬ 
vest  of  Hope  program,  this  effort 
links  and  coordinates  volunteers, 
growers,  and  distribution  agencies 
for  the  betterment  of  the  hungry. 
Fields  provided  by  participating 
growers  are  gleaned  by  volunteers 
from  service  and  church  groups, 
and  the  salvaged  produce  is  provid¬ 
ed  to  local  distribution  agencies. 
This  program  provides  the  opportu¬ 
nity  for  senior  high  youth  and  their 
adult  sponsors  to  get  involved  and 
do  something  positive  about  hunger 
in  their  community  or  locality.  “We 
glean  for  individual  organizations, 


and  they  in  tum  distribute  the  pro¬ 
duce,”  said  Weber. 

The  Harvest  of  Hope  is  a  glean¬ 
ing/study  program  with  deep  Bibli¬ 
cal  roots.  Aimed  at  activating  youth 
and  salvaging  food  left  in  the  fields 
after  harvest,  the  Harvest  of  Hope 
is  a  two-pronged  attack  on  the  hun¬ 
ger  problem.  The  first  emphasis  is 
the  actual  salvage  and  distribution 
of  food.  The  second  is  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  participants  to  the  realities 
of  world  hunger.  This  combination 
of  work  and  study  is  an  ideal  way  to 
activate  young  people  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  them  with  hands  on  experi¬ 
ence.  This  combination  also 
provides  potential  for  a  lasting  im¬ 
pact  on  hunger  and  on  the  partici¬ 
pants  themselves.  Youth,  along 
with  the  adult  sponsors,  gather  for 
week-long  retreats  to  live,  work, 
and  learn  together.  Participants  also 
learn  about  hunger  through  Bible 
study,  simulation,  audiovisuals, 
games,  discussions,  and  worship. 
They  form  a  community  of  faith 
acting  out  the  mandate  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  to  give  of  themselves  that  others 
might  have  food. 

The  Potato  Project  is  a  nation¬ 
wide  produce  salvage  program  that 
provides  direct  food  relief  to  the 
hungry  while  addressing  one  of 
hunger’s  major  causes  — food 
waste.  During  the  six  years  this  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  in  existence,  over  78 
million  pounds  of  produce  (primar¬ 
ily  potatoes)  have  been  salvaged 
and  distributed  to  hungry  Ameri¬ 
cans.  At  a  total  cost  of  four  cents 
per  pound,  produce  that  is  normally 
dumped  to  rot  is  salvaged  and  dis¬ 
tributed  utilizing  local  organiza¬ 
tions  working  directly  with  our 
nation’s  poor.  “Our  vision  is  to  be 
able  to  meet  the  needs  of  hunger  on 
an  ongoing  basis,  not  just  a  week  of 
camp,”  said  Weber. 


In  1989,  Louisiana  tipped  the 
scales  with  gleaning  efforts,  harvest¬ 
ing  32,000  pounds  of  com,  water¬ 
melon,  and  cantaloupe  culls.  This 
was  truly  a  feat,  considering  that  the 
overabundance  of  rain  last  year  se¬ 
verely  damaged  crops. 

The  Louisiana  Harvesters  of 
Hope  also  faced  limited  gleaning 
opportunities  due  to  rain.  Weber 
and  his  staff  took  the  group  to 
Monroe  and  Shreveport  where  they 
worked  in  agencies  and  aided  with 
government  commodities  distribu¬ 
tion.  They  prepared  and  served  a 
community  picnic  for  nearly  250 
needy  people  in  the  Shreveport  area 
with  the  proceeds  received  by  sell¬ 
ing  aluminum  cans  saved  by  the 
youth  of  Benton  UMC.  Harvesters 
of  Hope  also  proved  their  skills  at 
renovating  and  carpentry.  They 
painted,  repaired,  and  cleared  brush 
at  a  small,  rural  church.  Said  Rev. 
Joe  Brown  of  Mount  Zion  UMC  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  Washington  Circuit., 
“You  know,  some¬ 
times  when  I  look  at 
churches  like  this  one,  all 
failin'  down  and  stuff,  I 
just  feel  like  there  is  not 
much  hope.  It’s  really 
discouraging,  dishearten¬ 
ing,  and  downright  de¬ 
pressing.  But  when  I  see 
a  group  of  young  people 
like  this  willing  to  work 
this  hard,  it  makes  me 
think  that  somebody 
really  does  care,  and 
there  might  be  hope  after 
all." 

Service  is  an  important  part  of 
every  Harvest  of  Hope.  Whether  it’s 
done  by  gleaning  fields  or  working 
at  a  soup  kitchen,  serving  others 
provides  a  way  for  those  involved 
to  respond  to  the  needs  of  those 
who  are  poor.  Throughout  the 


country,  Harvest  of  Hope  partici¬ 
pants  are  spreading  this  message  of 
love  and  hope  to  the  hungry.  Added 
Weber,  “Mount  Zion  wasn't  hunger 
related,  but  hope  related.” 

“Louisiana  is  one  of  the  fastest 
growing  participants,  definitely  the 
strongest  state,”  said  Susan  Clark, 
Assistant  Director,  Harvest  of 
Hope/Gleaning  Network  for  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  St.  Andrew.  For  its  three 
year  total  with  the  program,  Louisi¬ 
ana  has  provided  over  156,000 
pounds  of  food.  Nine  states  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  project.  Weber  said  he 
would  definitely  like  to  see  the  en¬ 
tire  state  get  involved  with  this  fas¬ 
cinating  endeavor  and  assist  in  all 
types  of  support,  especially  finan¬ 
cial. 

“There  are  many  more 
hungry  than  I  ever  imag¬ 
ined,  and  it’s  up  to  me  to 
help  them.  The  buck 
starts  here."  Angie  Mills 

Angie  Mills,  a  participant  in  the 
program  is  now  considering  devot¬ 
ing  her  life  to  full  time  Christian 
mission. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  began 
in  1979  as  an  intentional  communi¬ 
ty  of  two  families  called  to  life  and 
ministry  together.  It  has  grown  into 
an  independent  501  (C)  (3)  non¬ 
profit  corporation  that  remains  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  also  remains  true  to  its 
calling  and  commitment  to  minifer 
to  the  world's  hungry.  The  head¬ 
quarters  is  located  in  Big  Island, 
Virginia. 

The  Harvest  of  Hope  presents  us 
all  with  the  challenge  and  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  not  only  to  leam  about 
hunger,  but  also  to  do  something 
about  it.  We  leam  to  tum  idle 
hands  into  helping  hands  as  we  join 
the  struggle  to  end  hunger  in  the 
world. 


Harvest  of  Hope  group  from  Louisiana  display  finished  project  of 
Mount  Zion  UMC  (Washington  Circuit). 


Assistant  Director  for  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  Harvest  of  Hope/ 
Gleaning  Network,  Susan  Clark  and  Louisiana  Director  of  Harvest 
of  Hope,  Rev.  Rob  Weber  stand  in  front  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Office  in  Baton  Rouge  during  a  recent  visit. 


Harvest  of  Hope  Totals 
for  1989 


Events 

Number  of 
Participants 

Pounds 

Gleaned 

Texas 

36 

2,564 

Louisiana 

39 

32,000 

Eastern  Shore,  VA 

58 

14,760 

South  Carolina 

25 

3,000 

Ashland,  VA 

49 

7,050 

Maryland 

43 

8.588 

New  York 

26 

7,719 

Roanoke,  VA 

26 

9,000 

Harrisonburg,  VA 

37 

2,100 

9  events 

339 

86,781  lbs. 

Harvest  of  Hope 
1990  Louisiana  Events 

July  15-21  Mer  Rouge  —  Christian  Life  Fellowship  Retreat 
Center 

July  15-21  Lafayette  —  Bundick  Lake  Retreat  Center  near 
DeRidder 

July  22-28  Minden  —  Caney  Conference  Center 

1990  marks  the  fourth  summer  of  Louisiana  Harvest  of  Hope 
events.  For  more  information  on  the  program  or  an  application  for 
this  summer’s  events,  please  contact  Rev.  Rob  Weber,  P.O.  Box  388, 
Benton,  LA  71006,  (318)  965-2273. 

The  cost  of  the  event  wilt  be  $80.00  per  camper  and  includes  all  ex¬ 
penses  for  the  week.  Mo  other  money  will  be  needed.  If  the  tuition  is  a 
financial  hardship  for  you.  please  contact  Rev.  Weber  about  available 
scholarships. 


Ruston  District  to  Sponsor  Alaska  Workcamp 


The  Alaska  Workcamp  1990 
which  is  being  sponsored  by  the 
Ruston  District  will  take  place  June 
16-30,  1990.  Workcamp  site  is 
Nome  and/or  Wales,  Alaska. 

The  Nome  project  consists  of  the 
renovation  of  the  Teen  Center 
which  will  include  the  installation 
of  the  floor  tiles  on  the  second  floor, 
repainting  the  exterior  of  the  build¬ 
ing  and  replacing  the  exterior  door. 
In  addition,  workers  will  replace 
windows  and  acoustic  ceiling  pan¬ 
els.  Using  the  funding  available 
from  the  Women's  Division,  the 
group  will  work  on  construction  of 


Steadman  Home 

The  project  located  in  Wales  is 
limited  to  veterans  workers  only. 
Participants  will  begin  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  parsonage  using  funds 
from  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  National  Division. 

Workers  needed  range  from  col¬ 
lege  students  to  senior  citizens. 
Builders,  carpenters,  and  volunteers 
willing  to  leam  manual  labor  skills 
are  being  sought. 

The  workcamp  also  provides  an 
opportunity  for  training.  Those  in¬ 
terested  will  be  given  time  to  leam 


how  to  plan  and  lead  a  workcamp. 
Possible  sites  for  future  workcamps 
will  be  visited. 

Nome  is  accessible  only  by  air. 
Formerly  an  Eskimo  village,  it  be¬ 
came  famous  as  a  gold  rush  town  of 
the  I890’s  and  early  1900’s.  Now  it 
is  a  tourist  town  in  the  summer.  A 
mixture  of  Eskimo  culture  and 
world  famous  gold  rush  memories, 
mementos,  scenery,  and  new  gold 
mining  projects. 

Wales  is  a  small  village  of  about 
1 50  Eskimos  located  Northwest  of 
Nome  and  is  accessible  only  by  air. 


The  area  is  50  miles  from  Siberia. 
On  clear  days,  snow  capped  moun¬ 
tain  peaks  of  Russia  are  visible. 

The  cost  of  the  workcamp  is 
S  1,500.  Temperatures  should  range 
from  an  average  high  of  60  degrees 
to  an  average  low  of  35  degrees. 
Participants  will  experience  24 
hours  of  daylight. 

For  more  information,  details 
and  applications  write  the  Ruston 
District  Alaska  Workcamp,  P.O. 
Box  929,  Ruston,  LA  71270-0929. 
Deadline  for  applications  is  April 
14.  1990. 
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Editorial 


Sports,  money  and  church 
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As  contract  negotiations  between  major  league  baseball  owners 
and  players  remain  stalled  largely  because  of  disagreement  over 
how  to  divide  the  sport's  lucrative  profits,  fans  could  easily  com¬ 
plain:  "All  they  talk  about  is  money!"  We  wonder  how  many  peo¬ 
ple  will  use  that  line  to  explain  a  loss  of  interest  in  major  league 
baseball  the  way  many  do  to  excuse  themselves  from  church. 


"All  they  talk  about  is  money!” 

We’ve  all  heard  that  complaint 
from  people  who  have  grown  disil¬ 
lusioned  with  the  church. 

We  wonder  how  many  people  will 
use  that  line  to  explain  a  loss  of  in¬ 
terest  in  major  league  baseball  dur¬ 
ing  the  soon-to-be-delayed  season. 

As  contract  negotiations  between 
owners  and  players  remain  stalled, 
largely  because  of  disagreement  over 
how  to  divide  the  sport’s  lucrative 
profits,  fans  could  easily  complain: 
"All  they  talk  about  is  money!” 

One  could  say  much  the  same  thing 
about  seemingly  endless  contract  ne¬ 
gotiations  before,  during  and  after 
professional  football  and  basketball 
seasons.  Likewise  the  popular  fascina¬ 
tion  with  the  "winnings”  of  profes¬ 
sional  golfers  and  tennis  players. 

"All  they  talk  about  is  money!” 

Here’s  the  remarkable  thing:  At¬ 
tendance  at  professional  sports 
events  continues  to  grow!  And  ris¬ 
ing  advertising  revenue  from  TV 
sports  events  indicate  that  armchair 
umpires  and  quarterbacks  abound. 
There’s  even  a  newly  created  na¬ 
tionwide  newspaper  devoted  entire¬ 
ly  to — you  guessed  it — sports. 

“All  they  talk  about  is  money!” 

We  believe  there  are  valuable  les¬ 
sons  here  both  for  church  members 
and  church  leaders. 

Members — If  you  or  someone 
you  know  is  down  on  the  church  be¬ 
cause  of  "money  talk,”  ask  the  fol- 
lowing:  Does  talk  about  money 
typically  keep  you  away  from  other 
activities  such  as  sports  events,  nice 


restaurants,  etc.? 

If  the  answer  is  "no,”  it’s  likely 
that  “money  talk”  is  merely  an  ex¬ 
cuse,  not  an  explanation,  for  less  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  church. 

What’s  the  real  reason?  If  you’re 
unsure,  counsel  with  your  pastor  or 
others  whose  commitment  to  church 
is  evident.  In  any  event,  recall  your 
vow  upon  joining  the  church:  to  sup¬ 
port  it  with  your  "prayers,  presence, 
gifts,  and  service.” 

People  who  give  most  generously  to 
their  church  rarely  complain  that  the 
church  talks  too  much  about  money. 

Leaders — People  aren’t  automat¬ 
ically  put  off  by  “money  talk”  relat¬ 
ed  to  activities  that  they  care  deeply 
about.  Professional  sports  show  that 
when  the  stakes  are  high  interest 
tends  to  grow,  not  diminish.  Hence 
these  questions: 

•f  Are  we  asking  too  little  rather 
than  too  much  of  people  who  have 
vowed  to  follow  Christ? 

•f  Do  our  expressions  of  Chris¬ 
tian  ministry  and  mission  convey 
such  excitement,  meaning  and  im¬ 
portance  that  people  want  to  sup¬ 
port  them  through  the  church? 

•f  Or  do  we  present  the  church’s 
need  for  money  as  an  end  in  itself? 

As  Christians,  we  have  received 
God’s  gift  of  life  abundant.  When 
we  consider  that  gift  and  the  holy 
mission  to  which  God  calls  us — 
making  Christian  disciples  through¬ 
out  the  world — we  cannot  but  want 
to  contribute  our  money  generously 
and  joyously. 

No  less  than  sports  professionals, 


the  church  should  unapologetically 
invite  people  to  spend  their  mon¬ 
ey — not  for  the  enjoyment  of 


watching  a  game  but  as  witness  to 
Jesus’  teachings  that  all  of  life  be¬ 
longs  under  the  rule  of  God. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


More  efforts  needed  to  make  church  relevant 


Thank  you  for  publishing  Mel 
West’s  excellent  March  2  “Here  I 
Stand”  article  on  saving  the  envi¬ 
ronment. 

For  years  we  have  heard  about 
making  the  church  “relevant.”  A  few 
earth-shaking  efforts  have  been 
made,  such  as  proposing  elimination 
of  fine  hymns  from  the  new  hymnal! 

However,  we  have  done  nothing 
or  little  to  work  into  the  calendar  of 
Our  church  some  very  relevant  ob¬ 
servances,  such  as  Earth  Day  and 
Arbor  Day. 

For  many  years  Mother’s  Day  was 
excluded  from  the  program  calendar 
and  the  ministers’  “little  black 
book”  as  a  secular  observance.  And 
we  have  still  not  gotten  around  to 
matching  our  supposed  concern  for 
the  elderly  among  us  by  acknowledg¬ 
ing  that  the  Sunday  after  Labor  Day 
has  been  presidentially  proclaimed 
"Grandparents’  Day.” 

Charles  M.  Walton  Jr. 
Dripping  Springs,  Texas 

We  must  guard  planet 

Excellent  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
by  Mel  West  (see  UMR,  March  2). 
No  one  could  say  it  better.  I  agree 
with  him  about  the  need  to  preserve 
our  environment  100  percent. 

We  cannot  leave  survival  of  God’s 
Earth  to  just  chance  or  governments 
or  big  business.  We,  the  Christian 
church  people,  must  demonstrate 
our  faith  by  responding  to  this  need. 
His  suggestions  are  “right  on.” 

Nancy  Jackson 
Hoyt  Lakes,  Minnesota 

Pontius'  Puddle 


; 

Strike  outcome  delights 

I  am  delighted  with  the  outcome 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  strike 
against  the  Pittston  Coal  Group. 

It  was  especially  gratifying  that 
my  denomination  spoke  for  the 
working  man.  I  certainly  didn’t  find 
any  bias  in  their  handling  of  the 
matter.  Rather,  I  thought  that  social 
justice  and  fairness  were  evident  in 
all  of  the  actions  by  the  ministers 
and  leaders  of  our  church. 

How  could  the  followers  of  John 
Wesley  do  any  less? 

Virginia  Lilly 

West  Palm  Beach,  Florida 

Mandela  praise  discussed 

The  Feb.  23  issue  reported  praise 
for  Nelson  Mandela  by  Bishop  Stan¬ 
ley  Mogoba  of  South  Africa,  Bishop 
Laui  Imathiu  of  Kenya,  Bishop 
Woodrow  Hearn,  Bishop  Melvin 
Talbert  and  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nu¬ 
gent,  chief  executive  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

What  was  not  reported  was  that 
Nelson  Mandela  in  his  first  public 
speech  after  his  release  from  jail 
praised  the  work  of  (1)  the  South 
African  Communist  Party,  (2)  the 
military  arm  of  the  South  African 
National  Congress  and  (3)  the 
South  African  National  Congress  it¬ 
self,  which  is  on  record  as  desiring 
to  nationalize  privately  owned 
South  African  mining  companies. 

Mr.  Mandela  in  his  public 
speeches  so  far  hasn’t  ruled  out  call¬ 
ing  for  armed  conflict  by  his  follow¬ 


ers  if  negotiations  are  unsatisfac¬ 
tory. 

It  has  been  reported  in  other  media 
that  black  leaders  who  follow  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  non-violence  for  social  change 
are  very  uncomfortable  with  some  of 
the  views  of  Nelson  Mandela. 

Mike  Reynolds 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

You  raise  my  hopes 

You  produce  a  great  paper.  You 
raise  my  hopes  thinking  of  your 
viewpoints — and  the  ones  you  sum¬ 
marize  of  others — going  into  homes 
of  citizens  who  may  become  in¬ 
spired  to  require  of  our  government 
righteousness  and  wise  acts. 

Abigail  Brown 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Strangers  aren't  seen 

I  was  very  interested  in  reading 
Frank  Billman’s  “Here  I  Stand”  ar¬ 
ticle  of  Feb.  9.  I  understand  how 
Ray  and  Nancy  felt  while  trying  to 
make  friends  in  a  new  church. 

My  wife  and  I  have  had  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  traveling  in  all  50  states. 
When  Sunday  rolls  around,  we  like 
to  go  to  church  wherever  we  may 
be.  It’s  amazing  how  many  un¬ 
friendly  churches  we  find.  Often¬ 
times  it  is  the  church  that  believes 
itself  the  most  friendly  that  is  cold¬ 
est  to  strangers. 

For  example,  recently  I  heard  a 
man  say,  “I  don’t  believe  anyone 
could  get  out  of  our  church  without 
being  spoken  to.”  A  few  days  before 
that  I  overheard  a  lady  say,  “We 


gave  that  church  a  good  chance  but 
couldn't  break  into  that  clique.” 

I  have  visited  the  same  church  a 
number  of  times  and  understand 
what  both  were  talking  about.  The 
man  was  correct:  No  church  ever 
had  more  of  a  bottleneck  at  the  foy¬ 
er,  so  you  are  forced  to  say  some¬ 
thing  to  someone,  but,  while 
shaking  a  stranger’s  hand,  people 
are  heading  for  lunch.  It  never 
seemed  to  occur  to  them  to  invite 
the  stranger  to  go  along. 

Many  a  good  sermon  has  been 
lost  because  the  members  of  the 
congregation  are  so  busy  being 
friendly  among  themselves  that 
they  never  see  a  visitor. 

Boots  Barto 

.  Cottonwood,  Arizona 

New  thinking  needed 

Latest  figures  indicate  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  U.S.  member¬ 
ship  has  dropped  below  9  million, 
continuing  a  downward  trend. 

The  beginning  of  a  new  decade 
should  alert  those  in  leadership  po¬ 
sitions  that  some  new  thinking  is  in 
order. 

F  believe  The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  the  qualified  leaders 
and  teachers  to  begin  a  turn  around 
in  membership.  1  teach  an  adult 
Sunday  school  class  and  can  affirm 
the  wonderful  writers  of  this  litera¬ 
ture.  I  believe  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  should  be  in  the  business 
of  teaching  and  telling  the  Bible 
from  beginning  to  end. 

Most  United  Methodists  are  very 
lacking  in  biblical  knowledge.  We 
need  to  be  able  to  tell  every  story  of 
the  Bible.  Social  concerns  should 
demand  our  attention.  But  without 
a  firm  foundation  rooted  in  biblical 
faith,  we  often  do  not  have  what  it 
takes  to  make  right  decisions. 

Beverly  Keathley 
Dallas,  Texas 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Truly,  I  say  to  you,  whoever 
does  not  receive  the  kingdom  of 
God  like  a  child  shall  not  enter  it.” 
(RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


SO  YOO  SEE,  PONTIOS,  GOD  DOESN'T 
CARE  HOW  SIAABT  ONE  IS,  SOT 
WHETHER.  ONE  HAS  A  PERSONAE 
RELATIONSHIP  WITH  HitA- 

HOW  ABOUT  THAT.  EVEN  ON 
JUDGMENT  DAY  IT  WON'T  BE 
HOW  MUCH  YOU  KNOW  THAT 
COUNTS  --BUT  WHO  YOU  KNOW. 

<Y£| 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Psalms  100:3) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  26 

Monday:  Psalms  23 
Tuesday:  1  Samuel  16:1-13 
Wednesday:  1  Samuel  16:14-23 
Thursday:  John  9:1-14 
Friday:  John  9:24-40 
Saturday:  Ephesians  5:1-7 
Sunday:  Ephesians  5:8-14 
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My  Witness 


God  always  helps  us  pick 
up  pieces  of  broken  lives 


By  WILLIAM  CARL 

About  1 1:30  p.m.  on  a  recent  Sun¬ 
day,  I  tried  to  call  two  of  my  parish¬ 
ioners,  Jim  and  Maribeth  Pate, 

I  had  just  received  a  call  that  the 
missing  plane  with  their  son  Herb 
and  three  others  had  been  found  in 
Oklahoma.  There  were  no  survi¬ 
vors.  So  I  said  to  my  wife,  “I’ve  got 
to  go  to  Oklahoma  tomorrow.  I’ve 
got  to  get  up  there  somehow.” 

The  trip  took  about  two  hours. 
All  the  way  up  my  associate,  Ron 
Bowie,  and  I  tried  to  imagine  what 
we  would  find.  Neither  of  us  had 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Christian 
life .  The  Rev.  William 
Carl  is  pastor  of  First 
Presbyterian  Church, 

Dallas,  Texas. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


ever  been  to  Madill  before,  even 
though  I’d  grown  up  in  Oklahoma. 

It  turned  out  to  be  a  place  like 
Andy  Griffith's  Mayberry.  Every¬ 
body  knows  everybody’s  name.  Grief 
is  shared  communally,  and  folks  are 
still  warm  and  friendly,  untouched 
by  the  hardness  of  urban  life. 

Plains  were  eerie  reminder 

As  we  turned  off  Interstate  35, 
there  were  the  windswept  plains  of 
Steinbeck’s  Oklahoma,  an  eerie  re¬ 
minder  of  an  earlier  calamity  from 
an  earlier  time.  There  were  the  old¬ 
er  homes,  some  abandoned  as  we 
entered  Madill — mute  testimony  to 
a  languishing  Oklahoma  economy. 

The  center  of  town  was  not  hard  to 
find.  But  where  was  the  weekly  news¬ 
paper  Jim  and  Maribeth  owned  and 
their  son,  Herb,  had  run? 

“We’re  looking  for  the  ‘Madill 
Record,’  ”  Ron  said  to  the  gas  sta¬ 
tion  attendant  with  a  leathery, 
weather-beaten  face  and  toothless 
grin.  “Over  on  the  squar’,” 
gummed  the  old  man,  pointing  to 
the  center  of  town. 

Around  we  went  until  we  spotted 
our  destination  and  pulled  into  a 
parking  place  right  in  front,  some¬ 
thing  you’d  never  be  able  to  do  so 
easily  in  Dallas. 

Inside  it  was  apparent  something 
was  wrong.  There  was  still  shock  on 
everyone’s  face  mixed  with  that  det--> 
termined  “I’m-trying-to-keep-busy- 
because-if-I-don’t-ril-collapse”  look. 

There  was  a  hint  of  relief 

There  was  also  a  hint  of  relief  be¬ 
cause  even  though  Herb  was  dead, 
at  least  they  knew. 

Jim  walked  out  of  the  back  of¬ 
fices  and  was  surprised  to  see  Ron 
and  me  but  pleased.  Long  ago  I 
learned  that  when  a  member  of  the 
clergy  or  a  church  member  comes 
after  a  death,  it’s  as  if  the  whole 
church  or  synagogue  came.  It’s  not 
us  so  much  as  the  positions  we  fill. 

Back  in  Jim’s  office  the  story  be¬ 
gan  to  unfold.  All  the  planes,  all  the 
helicopters,  all  the  people  who  had 
been  searching.  They  were  about  to 
send  up  a  U-2  and  the  heat-seeking 
crafts  when  a  woman  looking  for 
her  kitten  stumbled  onto  the  plane 
in  a  quiet  grove  of  trees. 

“A  very  peaceful  spot”  Jim  kept 
saying.  “It  was  like  a  place  you 
would  go  for  a  family  picnic  . . .  We 
saw  it  from  a  distance. ...” 

Jim  seemed  remarkably  at  peace 
as  he  sat  there  rehearsing  a  story  he. 


no  doubt,  had  already  told  many 
times.  Perhaps  God  really  has  built 
into  our  psyches  an  automatic 
shock  system  that  clicks  on  when 
death  comes  suddenly,  not  for  deni- 
al  so  much  as  to  soften  the  blow. 

There  were  tears  and  hugs  and 
talk  of  faith  in  broken  sentences 
and  bits  and  pieces.  There  were 
awkward  moments  of  silence  be¬ 
cause  what  do  you  say  anyway?  We 
were  just  there. 

We  were  there  with  Maribeth  and 
streams  of  family  members  and 
friends  who  came  by  the  house 
nearby.  We  were  there  knowing 
somehow  that  God  was  there  too  in 
our  midst,  sharing  our  pain  and 
struggle  and  hope. 

Rabbi  Kushner  is  right 

Rabbi  Harold  Kushner  is  right: 
There  is  really  no  good  answer  to 
why  “bad  things  happen  to  good 
people.”  We  just  hope  that  in  God’s 
providence  someday  we  will  know; 
we  and  Job,  that  is. 

In  the  meantime  we  live  on  in 
faith  that  God  has  given  us.  We 
pick  up  the  pieces  not  only  of  bro- 
ken  airplanes  but  also  broken  lives. 
And  with  God’s  help  and  the  sup¬ 
port  of  friends  and  family  we  begin 
to  put  our  lives  back  together  and 
live  anew  m- God's  grace 

After  a  prayer  together  and,  of 
course,  some  food,  Ron  and  I  head¬ 
ed  home  to  Dallas  knowing  that  nei¬ 
ther  we  nor  Madill,  Okla.,  would 
ever  be  the  same  again. 

The  Federal  Aviation  Administra¬ 
tion  will  do  its  investigation.  The  fu¬ 
neral  will  bring  out  the  whole  town; 
and  little  by  little  life  will  go  on  at  the 
“Madill  Record” — business  as  usual 
around  the  town  square.  : 

But  no  one  will  ever  forget  Herb 
Pate  or  his  companions  who  died 
with  him  or  the  thousands  of  people 
across  the  country  who  focused 
prayers  and  attention  on  this  crisis. 

Like  a  pebble  dropped  into  a  still 
lake,  tragedy  has  a  way  of  touching  us 
all.  Perhaps  only  faith  can  turn  trage¬ 
dy  into  triumph.  To  most  of  agnostic 
America,  that  is  probably  a  pretty 
simplistic  statement,  certainly  not  the 
most  profoundly  theological  state¬ 
ment  you  have  ever  heard.  But  in  the 
end  it’s  about  all  we  have  to  hang 
onto  and  about  all  we  have  left  to  say. 

Someday,  perhaps,  we  will  under¬ 
stand  what  it  all  means.  Then  we  will 
understand  fully  even — Paul  says — 
as  we  have  been  fully  understood. 


What  others  are  saying; 


“The  spiritual  aspect  is  the  totality 
of  one’s  life.  One  of  the  results  of  that 
spiritual  attitude  is  that  you  want  to 
work  hard.  You’re  able  to  be  wiser 
and  make  fewer  mistakes. .  .[But  the 
good  that  comes]  is  not  the  purpose  of 
spirituality,  but  its  consequence.” 

— John  Templeton,  financier,  phi¬ 
lanthropist  and  founder,  The  Tem¬ 
pleton  Prize  for  Progress  in  Religion 


“People  hooked  on  religion  expe¬ 
rience  the  same  powerlessness  in 
trying  to  control  their  relationship 
to  God  as  other  addicts  do  concern¬ 
ing  any  chemical.” 

— The  Rev.  Leo  Booth,  Episcopalian 
priest  and  author,  “Breaking  the 
Chains”  (on  “religion  addiction” — 
using  God  to  escape  from  reality) 


HAVE  YOU  CONSIDERED.... 


The  Real  Cost  Of  Your  Current  Church  Newsletter 


•  Paper,  Supplies 

$ 

•  Labels 

$ 

•  Copy/Printing  Expense 

$  ( 

•  Postage 

$ 

•  Secretary's  Time 

$$  < 

•  Pastor/Associate's  Time 

$$$  ^ 

TOTAL 

$$  d 

As  you  are  planning  your  1990  budget,  consider  the  hidden  costs  of  pro¬ 
ducing  your  church  newsletter.  Expenses  are  usually  spread  out  in  differ¬ 
ent  sections  of  your  church  budget  so  you  don't  actually  see  the  total 
cost.  When  you  add  up  these  real  costs  you  may  discover  that  a  weekly 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  or  biweekly  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Review  can  actually  provide  significant  savings  for 
your  local  church.  Plus,  a  UMR  edition  frees  up  valuable  staff  and  secre¬ 
tarial  time  which  can  be  redirected  to  other  parts  of  your  mission  and 
ministry.  Give  us  a  call  and  let  us  help  you  compare  costs! 

Call  collect  or  write  to: 

Ron  Adams,  Marketing  Executive,  UMR  Special  Editions,  P.O. 

Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
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METHODIST,  HINDU  WIN:  Dr. 

L.  Charles  Birch,  an  Australian  Methodist  special¬ 
izing  in  genetics  biology,  and  Baba  Amte,  a  Hin¬ 
du  lawyer  who  has  devoted  his  life  to  helping 
-lepers  and  other  outcasts  of  Indian  society,  will 
share  the  $545,000  Templeton  Prize  for  Progress 
Jn  Religion  in  London  May  8.  The  prize,  the  larg¬ 
est  international  award  of  its  kind,  is  worth 
$545,000  this  year.  The  award  was  established  in 
fl  972  by  financier  John  Templeton  to  honor  indi¬ 
viduals  who  advance  the  love  and  knowledge  of 
■God.  Previous  winners  include  Mother  Teresa, 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Torrance,  the  Rev.  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham,  Alexander  Solzhenitsyn  and  West  German 
Professor  Carl  Friedrich  von  Wiezacker. 

RUMOR  RISES  AGAIN:  The  Procter 

&  Gamble  Co.  has  launched  still  another  cam¬ 
paign  to  convince  the  public 
that  its  trademark  isn’t  a  Sa¬ 
tanic  symbol.  The  Cincin¬ 
nati-based  corporation’s 
trademark — which  no  long 
appears  on  products — is  a 
circle  enclosing  a  crescent 
man-in-the-moon  looking  on 
■13  stars.  Procter  &  Gamble 
enlisted  the  aid  of  religious 
leaders  to  help  it  debunk  the  rumor  in  1981-82 
and  1 984-85.  The  firm  is  now  sending  out  a  new 
mass  mailing  to  the  media  and  religious  leaders 
around  the  country  asking  for  help  again. 

CALLED  TO  CENSUS:  Native  Amer¬ 
ican  organizations  across  the  country  are  urging 
their  constituents  to  “name  your  tribe,  answer 
the  census”  on  National  Census  Day,  April  1.  In 
the  past,  some  Native  Americans  haven’t  coop¬ 
erated  with  census  takers.  Now  organizations 
such  as  the  United  Methodist  Native  American 
Urban  Ministry  in  Seattle  are  telling  Indians 
that  answering  the  census  will  increase  political 
clout.  Census  totals  are  used  in  computing  dis¬ 
tribution  of  state  and  federal  grants  and  other 
aid  to  Indian  nations. 

SOME  IMPROVEMENT:  Yugosla¬ 
vian  constitutional  reforms  will  give  Christian 
believers  access  to  posts  of  responsibility  in  the 
economy  and  society,  government  officials  re¬ 
port.  However,  Christians  still  will  be  banned 
from  teaching  in  primary  schools  in  Yugoslavia. 

INTERNMENT  PLANNED:  The 

now-dissolved  East  German  state  security  ser¬ 
vice  had  secret  plans  to  intern  churchgoers  in 
the  event  of  national  crisis.  Those  plans  were 
discovered  in  the  police  agency’s  secret  files,  ac¬ 
cording  to  sources  in  East  Germany.  The  plans 
also  called  for  jailing  dissidents  and  people  who 
refused  to  vote. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


WCC  convo  makes  covenant 

Participants  vow  to  seek  justice,  peace,  integrity  of  creation 


violence,  racism  and  sexism. 

■  Affirmation  that  the  land  is 
God’s,  that  human  rights  are  God- 
given  and  that  the  Good  News 
should  be  communicated  through 
mass  media  in  "imaginative,  pro¬ 
phetic  and  liberating  views.” 

When  it  came  time  to  make 
covenants,  convocation  partici¬ 
pants  expressed  their  approval 
with  prolonged  applause  when  a 
rabbi,  a  Moslem  woman,  a  Jew¬ 
ish  woman  and  a  Christian  wom¬ 
an — all  from  the  Middle  East — 
read  their  pact. 

The  four  committed  them¬ 
selves  to  work  to  end  the  Israeli 


occupation  of  the  West  Bank  and 
Gaza  and  the  building  of  Israeli 
settlements  there. 

They  also  called  for  negotia¬ 
tions  between  Israel  and  the  Pal¬ 
estine  Liberation  Organization 
and  for  mutual  recognition  and 
self-determination  for  Palestin¬ 
ians  in  a  Palestinian  homeland 
alongside  Israel. 

Americans  make  promises 

The  70-member  United  States 
delegation,  including  eight  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  promised  to  sup¬ 
port  continued  sanctions  against 
Smith  Africa  environmental  im¬ 


provements  in  North  America 
and  the  elimination  of  drugs. 

But  what  moved  Americans 
most  was  the  cry  of  the  people  of 
South  Korea  for  an  end  to  the  di¬ 
vision  of  their  homeland. 

With  drums,  dance,  drama, 
mime  and  song,  the  Korean 
churches  presented  their  appeal 
for  help  in  unifying  the  North 
and  South  to  the  world  churches. 

The  Koreans  said  they  would 
celebrate  a  "Year  of  Jubilee”  in 
1995  in  honor  of  reunification — 
a  goal  that  U.S.  delegates  prom¬ 
ised  to  support. 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

Special  to  the  Reporter 

SEOUL,  South  Korea — Justice, 
like  a  mighty  river,  flows  a  persis¬ 
tent  course,  the  Rev.  Emilio  Cas¬ 
tro  told  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  convocation  on  “Justice, 
Peace  and  the  Integrity  of  Cre¬ 
ation”  earlier  this  month. 

South  African  Nelson  Mandela 
is  free  after  25  years  in  captivity, 
continued  Dr.  Castro,  WCC 
chief  executive.  The  fall  of  the 
Berlin  Wall  heralds  an  end  to  the 
Cold  War. 

And  the  covenant  made  at  the 
March  5-13  consultation  in  Seoul 
by  790  Christians  from  100  lands 
sends  a  message  to  the  world  that 
churches  are  mobilizing  to  help 
save  the  planet  and  its  endan¬ 
gered  creatures,  he  said. 

Churches  enter  new  state 

Dr.  Castro,  a  Uruguayan 
Methodist  pastor  who  has  head¬ 
ed  the  WCC  for  five  years,  said 
the  convocation  signaled  that 
churches  have  entered  a  new 
state.  They  can  now  integrate 
their  ecological  concerns  within 
the  themes  of  justice  and  peace. 

Ohio  Gov.  Richard  F.  Celeste, 
a  member  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  delegation  to  Seoul,  said  that 
linking  peace,  justice  and  cre¬ 
ation  was  key  to  the  process  and 
to  the  common  understanding 
reached  in  Seoul. 

He  summarized  that  under¬ 
standing  as  follows: 

“Where  there’s  no  justice,  there 
is  no  peace,  and  when  we  can’t 
live  in  peace  with  one  another,  we  ( 
can’t  live  in  peace  with  nature." 

Dr.  Janet  Love,  a  United 
Methodist,  professor  of  political 
science  at  the  University  of 
South  Carolina  and  a  member  of 
the  World  Council’s  Central 
Committee,  led  nine  hours  of 
plenary  discussion. 

Those  discussions  resulted  in 
10  faith  affirmations  related  to 
“urgent”  justice,  peace  and  cre¬ 
ation  issues. 

The  issues  included: 

Support  for  people’s  move- 
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ments,  non-violence,  land  and  SEOUL,  South  Korea — During  one  worship  service  participants  from  around  the  world  clasp 
water  rights,  and  the  right  of  con-  hands  at  the  World  Convocation  on  Justice,  Peace  and  the  Integrity  of  Creation.  The  gathering 
scientious  objection.  of  more  than  500  Christians  from  numerous  denominations  took  place  in  Seoul,  South  Korea, 

■  Education  and  action  against  March  5-13. 


Study  committee  urged  to  ignore  threats 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

BOSTON — The  church’s  special 
Committee  to  Study  Homosexual¬ 
ity  shouldn’t  bow  to  pressure  from 
critics,  a  retired  United  Methodist 
bishop  believes. 

Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  told 
committee  members  at  their  March 
9-12  meeting 
not  to  be  “put 
off  by  threats 
that  people  will 
leave  the 
church”  if  they 
don’t  approve 
of  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  efforts. 

“Whenever  Bishop  Thomas 
people  really  want  to  scare  you, 
they’ll  tell  you  that  thousands  will 
leave  the  church,”  said  Bishop 
Thomas,  one-time  leader  of  the 
Iowa  and  East  Ohio  episcopal  areas. 
He  was  speaking  as  an  invited  con¬ 
sultant  to  the  27-member  commit¬ 
tee. 

“We  must  always  be  concerned 
about  unity,”  the  bishop  continued. 
“But  I’ve  lived  through  many  of 
these  threats,  and  few  of  them  have 
been  carried  out.  If  we’re  put  off  by 
such  threats,  we’ll  never  get  any¬ 
thing  done.” 

■  The  71-year-old  retired  episcopal 
leader  and  now  faculty  member  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas 
spoke  from  experience.  During  the 
1969-72  quadrennium,  he  chaired  a 
special — and,  at  the  time,  similarly 
controversial— committee  to  write 
:the  newly  merged  denomination’s 
statement  of  Social  Principles. 

Bishop  Thomas  didn’t  specifical¬ 
ly  name  individuals  or  groups 
threatening  to  leave  the  church  to 
protest  the  homosexuality  study 
committee’s  work. 

However,  committee  members 
had  available  to  them  copies  of  an 
Aug.  4  report  in  a  Denver  newspaper. 
It  quoted  the  Rev.  James  V.  Hei- 
dinger,  chief  executive  of  the  unoffi¬ 
cial  Good  News  evangelical  caucus 
and  a  critic  of  the  study  committee. 


Dr.  Heidinger  was  quoted  as  say¬ 
ing,  “It’s  safe  to  assume  that  [the 
committee]  will  release  some  kind 
pf  report  in  favor  of  changing  what 
bur  church  teaches  on  homosexual¬ 
ity.  . . .  Then  we’ll  have  to  wait  and 


see  what  happens.  This  could  end 
up  dividing  our  church.” 

Bishop  Thomas’  reflections 
capped  the  fourth  of  eight  scheduled 
meetings  by  the  full  committee.  It 
was  created  by  the  1988  General 


Conference  to  study  homosexuality 
from  a  variety  of  perspectives. 

The  March  9-12  meeting  focused 
on  perspectives  drawn  from  biblical, 
theological  and  ethical  disciplines 
(see  related  report).  The  committee’s 


Simple  children's  song  contrasts 
with  complex  homosexuality  study 


final  report  is  expected  to  go  to  the 
1992  General  Conference,  the  next 
session  of  the  church’s  top  legislative 
body,  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  full  com¬ 
mittee  is  scheduled  for  Aug.  2-5  in 
Chicago. 


UMs  meet 

Panama's 

president 

News  Service  and  Staff  Reports 


PANAMA  CITY.  Panama — 
United  Methodists  on  a  travel  study 
seminar  to  Central  America  met 
with  Panamanian  President  Gui¬ 
llermo  Endara  March  1 1  as  he  fast¬ 
ed  in  Metropolitan  Cathedral  in 
Panama  City. 

The  president  told  the  19-member 
group,  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  mission  board,  that  he  be¬ 
gan  the  fast  Feb.  28  for  Lent  as  an 
“act  of  faith  to  show  his  solidarity 
with  the  poor  of  his  nation.” 

Sitting  in  his  rocking  chair,  Mr.  En¬ 
dara  said  he  had  chosen  to  forego  the 
luxuries  of  high  political  office,  such 
as  excellent  food,  a  comfortable  bed, 
and  air  conditioning  in  the  sweltering 
Panamanian  summer  heat,  to  show 
concern  for  the  poor  of  his  country. 

“Some  do  not  believe  in  this 
fast,"  he  said.  But  they  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  in  religious  acts  or  have  never 
been  hungry,  he  said. 

When  Lionel  Muthiah  of  Lincoln, 
N.D.,  pointed  out  that  U.S.  news 
organizations  were  saying  the  Pana¬ 
manian  president  was  fasting  to  put 
pressure  on  President  Bush  and  the 
United  States  for  aid,  Mr.  Endara 
disagreed.  He  said  that  he’d  repeat¬ 
ed  many  times  that  he  wasn’t  on  a 
hunger  strike  against  anyone  or  to 
force  an  act. 

Mr.  Endara,  who  ended  his  fast 
two  days  after  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  visit,  praised  President  Bush  and 
his  offer  of  aid  to  Panamanians  fol¬ 
lowing  the  U.S.  invasion  of  Panama 
in  December.  Mr.  Endara  expressed 
his  confidence  that  the  aid  will 
come  through,  saying  he  under¬ 
stood  the  delays  of  a  democracy. 

Mr.  Endara  said  that  after  Gen. 
Manuel  Noriega  was  removed  from 
power,  leaders  of  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  found  the  economy  had  been 
critically  weakened. 

The  president  told  visiting  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  that  he  needs  and  ap¬ 
preciates  their  prayers  as  he  tackles 
the  problems  facing  his  nation. 

The  visit  to  Panama  last  week  was 
part  of  an  international  travel  study 
seminar  sponsored  annually  by  the 
Mission  Education  and  Cultivation 
Department  of-  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Following  the  travel  seminar,  par¬ 
ticipants  are  to  serve  as  "global 
ministries  mission  interpreters” — 
some  teaching  the  course  on  Central 
America  during  mission  study 
schools  this  summer. 

Each  year  the  National  Council 
of  Churches  selects  a  geographic 
area  for  mission  study  by  member 
denominations.  The  1990-91  area  is 
Central  America. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BOSTON — Members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Study  Homosexuality 
joined  hands  to  close  a  particularly 
grueling  session  of  their  March  9-12 
meeting  and  sang  the  following: 

"Jesus  loves  me,  this  I  know,  for 
the  Bible  tells  me  so. . . .” 

The  familiar  Sunday  school  song’s 
simplicity  and  straightforwardness 
contrasted  with  the  scholarly  discus¬ 
sions  of  homosexuality  that  domi¬ 
nated  the  meeting’s  agenda. 

Much  of  that  discussion  focused 
on  scholars’  vjews  of  what  “the  Bi¬ 
ble  tells  me”  about  homosexuality 
and  how  modern-day  Christians 
should  respond  to  scriptural  teach¬ 
ings  on  that  topic. 

Committee  members  consulted 
for  two  days  with  six  invited  spe¬ 
cialists  in  biblical  studies,  theology 
and  Christian  ethics. 

One  of  the  specialists,  the  Rev. 
Richard  B.  Hayes,  professor  of  New 
Testament  at  Yale  Divinity  School, 
stated  early  in  the  meeting  what  his 
academic  colleagues  repeated  or  con¬ 
firmed  throughout  the  consultation. 

“The  biblical  texts,  taken  at  face 
value,  are  unambiguous  in  their 
negative  judgment  on  homosexual¬ 
ity,”  Dr.  Hayes  said. 

However,  the  Rev.  Phyllis  A.  Bird, 
professor  of  Old  Testament  at  Gar¬ 
rett-Evangelical  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  stated  another  recurring  theme. 

“The  context  in  which  the  Bible’s 
teachings  occur  must  be  consid¬ 


ered,”  she  said.  “Merely  calling  up 
texts  and  saying  that  they’re  nega¬ 
tive  doesn’t  carry  weight  by  itself.” 

The  biblical  texts  dealing  explicitly 
with  homosexuality  that  were  most 
frequently  referred  to  by  the  scholars 
were  Leviticus  18:22,  20:13;  1  Corin¬ 
thians  6:9,  and  Romans  1 : 1 6-32. 


In  addition,  Genesis  1-2 — the 
two  “creation  stories” — were  fre¬ 
quently  pointed  to  as  important  for 
framing  how  Christians  view  hu¬ 
man  sexuality  overall,  including  the 
meaning  and  intent  of  God’s  creat¬ 
ing  both  male  and  female  sexes. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Scholar  offers  summary 
of  learnings  in  discussion 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

BOSTON — Following  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  homosexuality  study 
committee,  the  Rev.  Victor  P.  Fur¬ 
nish,  professor  of  New  Testament  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  sum¬ 
marized  key  learnings  from  the  con¬ 
sultation  as  he  and  other  committee 
members  heard  them. 

Dr.  Furnish  listed  specific  points 
of  agreement  and  disagreement 
among  the  scholars. 

Points  of  agreement: 

■  The  “fundamental  issue”  is  the 
nature  and  authority  of  the  Bible. 

■  A  Christian  understanding  of 
homosexuality  is  “very  complex” 
and  “simplistic  appeals  to  biblical 
texts  can’t  resolve  it.” 

■  Biblical  references  to  homosex¬ 
uality  deal  with  “practice,”  not 
“orientation.” 

■  All  biblical  references  to  homo¬ 
sexuality  are  negative. 


E  The  cultural  context  must  be 
taken  into  account  when  interpret¬ 
ing  the  biblical  texts. 

■  None  of  the  biblical  texts  war¬ 
rant  viewing  homosexuality  “as  the 
worst  of  all  possible  evils.” 

Points  of  disagreement: 

■  How  is  Scripture’s  authority  to 
be  understood? 

■  To  what  extent  are  the  relevant 
texts  culturally  conditioned? 

■  Can  ethical  norms  be  “distilled 
from  the  negative  biblical  refer¬ 
ences  to  homosexuality"? 

■  How  does  one  move  from  texts 
that  deal  only  with  homosexual 
practice  to  modern  questions  about 
homosexual  orientation? 

■  Do  the  Genesis  “creation  sto¬ 
ries”  present  heterosexuality  as 
“God’s  plan  from  the  beginning  for 
humanity”? 

■  Can  a  homosexual  relationship 
ever  be  an  expression  of  faithful¬ 
ness  for  Christians? 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  large 
Galveston  church.  Direct  adults/youth  choirs, 
provide  voice  lessons,  plan  music  presenta¬ 
tions.  BA,  MM  or  BM  and  prior  directing  expe¬ 
rience  preferred.  Director  will  work  closely  with 
our  organist.  Salary  negotiable  from  $25,000. 
Phone:  (409)  744-4§26. 

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT  AT  Lake  Juna- 
luska.  North  Carolina.  Five  rooms  with  two 
bedrooms.  Limit  of  four.  Furnished  except  for 
linens.  SI 50  per  week.  Please  contact:  Allen 
Long.  145  Johnson  Avenue,  Inman,  SC  29340 
or  call  (803)472-8100. 

MUSIC  MINISTER  FOR  2.300-MEMBER  sub¬ 
urban  church.  Choral  emphasis.  Three  morning 
worship  services,  contact:  Ed  Robb,  3901  S.  Pan¬ 
ther  Creek,  The  Woodlands,  TX  77381. 

CLEAR  LAKE  UMC  IS  SEEKING  a  full-time 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries  for  a  growing, 
multistaffed  church  with  membership  of 
3,800.  The  Youth  Director  will  have  responsi¬ 
bility  for  an  active,  relational  based  ministry 
with  an  established  youth  program  of  Sunday 
School  and  Junior,  Mid,  and  Senior  High 
UMYFs  with  75-100  youth  Sunday  a.m.  and 
p.m.  Experience  with  large  youth  groups  re¬ 
quired,  degree  preferred,  computer  skills  pre¬ 
ferred.  Position  available  immediately,  salary 
negotiable.  Church  is  located  in  dynamic, 
growing  community  southeast  of  Houston,  ad- 
jacent  to  NASA.  Send  resume  to:  John 
Branch,  Chairperson,  Search  committee. 
Clear  Lake  UMC,  16335  El  Camino  Real, 
Houston.  TX  77062.  (713)  241-6013  work. 
(713)  480-6503. 

WANTED:  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for  the 

North  Indiana  Conference  Foundation  for  Mis¬ 
sion  and  Ministry.  Send  resume  to:  Personnel 
Strategies.  54809  County  Road  17  South,  Elk¬ 
hart,  Indiana  465 1 6  by  April  1 6. 

GROWING  CENTRAL  FLORIDA  CHURCH 

needs  a  Director  of  Youth  and  Young  Adult 
Ministries.  Exciting  program  of  70  +  in 
UMYFs.  S 1 8,000  plus  insurance.  Send  resume: 
First  United  Methodist,  263  King  St.,  Oviedo. 
FL  32765. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  and 
Music.  Full-time  position  responsible  for  total 
education  and  music  program.  Send  resume  and 
references  to:  Rev.  Loyd  Cain,  University  United 
Methodist  Church,  2000  S.  Locust,  Las  Cruces, 
NM  88001,  by  April  7.  1990. 

HYMNALS  AVAILABLE  FOR  MISSIONARY 
Service,  1964  edition.  Contact:  John  Dillard, 
(81  7)  766-4231,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  2125.  Wichita  Falls,  TX 
76307. 

PROGRAMS  FOR  OUTREACH  IN  THE 

1990’s,  “Who  Am  I  Now  That  I  Am  Alone?"  a 
ten  week  program  for  those  who  have  suffered  the 
loss  of  a  relationship.  "What  About  Mom  & 
Dad?  a  four  week  program  for  adult  children 
who  are  facing  the  care  of  their  aging  parents. 
Both  programs  come  with  complete  leader's 
guides  and  separate  participant  materials.  For 
complete  details  on  each  program  and  order  in¬ 
formation  write:  ABT,  P.O.  Box  4098,  Garden 
Grove,  CA  92642-4098. 

EXPLORE  ALASKA  BY  BICYCLE,  June  28- 
July  13.  Central  Illinois  Conference  Adult 
Camp.  Fairbanks  to  Anchorage,  Kenai  Peninsu¬ 
la.  50  mile  days,  10  biking  davs.  Mike  Eischen 
(217)  367-3728. 

CUSTOMIZED  CHRISTMAS  ORNAMENTS. 
3%  ’  unbreakable,  using  your  design  or  church 
picture.  Eleven  years  successful  fund-raising.  Or¬ 
der  now  for  delivery  when  desired.  200  mini¬ 
mum.  Campus  Originals,  Inc.,  Box  21187,  De¬ 
troit.  MI  48221.  1-800-962-6533. 

NEEDED  FULL-TIME  ORGANIST/Director. 

Salary  negotiable.  Complete  choir  program. 
Search  Committee,  Mount  Vernon  UMC,  107 
West  Main  Street,  Danville,  VA  24541. 

CHINA  SILK  ROAD  STUDY  TOUR  September 

3-26,  1990.  Led  by  Rev.  Ewing  W.  Carroll,  Jr., 
Director  The  United  Methodist  China  Program. 
Visit  Dunhuang  Caves  and  religious  leaders  in 
Beijing,  Xian,  Urumqi,  Lanzhou  and  Guilin.  In¬ 
clusive  price  from  New  York  $3,600.  Interested? 
Call:  (2 1 2)  870-3687  or  fax  (2 1 2)  870-3895. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY. 
European  tours:.  July  12-24,  August  14-25. 
Confirmed  tickets.  Write:  Rev.  Ralph  Law¬ 
rence,  4192  Tattenham,  Boise,  ID  83704. 
(208)  888-2245,  378-0393. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 
Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 
week,  $525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 

1 138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067. 
627-9507. 

ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PASTOR  POSITION. 

Twenty  hours  per  week  in  exchange  for  the  use  of 
furnished  house  and  utilities.  Candidate  can  be 
seminary  or  graduate  theology  student.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Rev.  Michael  Stotts,  87  Church  St.,  Wil¬ 
mington,  MA  01887;  or  call  weekdays  for  more 
information:  (508)  658-4519. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park.  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  THE  PERSONNEL 

Committee  of  the  North  Central  New  York  Con¬ 
ference  announces  the  following  position  avail¬ 
able:  Director  of  Administrative  Service/Treasur¬ 
er.  Necessary  qualifications  include:  experience 
with  fund  accounting,  knowledge  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  administrative  and  superviso¬ 
ry  skills.  Send  resume  by  March  30,  1990  to:  Rev. 
Harold  W.  Garman,  1085  E.  Genesee  St.,  Syra¬ 
cuse,  NY  13210. 

DILLON.  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM.  2  bath 
Condo  for  lease.  Weekly;  winter,  spring,  sum¬ 
mer.  or  fall.  Call:  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No 
smokers! 
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HAVEN  FOR  WOMEN:  The  United 
Methodist  Chureh  in  Puerto  Rico  needs  to  ad¬ 
dress  the  problem  of  domestic  violence  and  be¬ 
come  what  one  woman  called  a  “haven  for 
battered  women.”  The  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  in  the  church  re¬ 
ceived  that  message  Feb.  22-25  in  San  Juan, 
Puerto  Rico.  Many  of  the  women  who  met  with 
the  commission  complained  about  oppression 
within  a  culture  they  said  is  dominated  by  men. 
In  addition  the  women  told  the  commission 
that  they  need  stronger  support  for  their  activi¬ 
ties  from  male  pastors. 

'COUNTRY  COUSIN':  Grand  Ole 
Opry  star  and  lifelong  United  Methodist  Sarah 
Cannon — better  known  as 
“Minnie  Pearl” — was 
named  Feb.  27  to  the  Hall 
of  Fame  in  Philanthropy 
for  1990.  The  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  made 
the  selection.  Mrs.  Cannon 
is  a  member  of  Brentwood 
(Tenn.)  United  Methodist  Church. 


Sarah  Cannon 


NATIVE  AMERICAN  SUNDAY: 

Suggested  liturgy  and  worship  resources  for  Na¬ 
tive  American  Awareness  Sunday  are  being  sent 
to  annual  conference  offices  for  use  by  congre¬ 
gations  April  29.  The  materials  were  prepared 
by  the  Division  of  Program  and  Benevolences 
Interpretation  of  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations.  Half  the  money  collected  on  the  special 
offering  day  is  retained  by  annual  conferences 
to  develop  and  strengthen  Native  American 
ministries  within  each  region.  The  other  half  is 
used  by  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  to  provide  scholarships  for  Native 
Americans  attending  United  Methodist  schools 
of  theology. 

STEWARDSHIP  STATISTICS:  Un 

ited  Methodists  need  to  know  the  biblical  bases 
for  giving  and  the  reasons  for  the  church’s  social 
witness  before  they’ll  see  the  necessities  and  re¬ 
wards  of  being  good  stewards.  That’s  the  view 
of  the  Rev.  Herbert  L.  Mather,  stewardship  sec¬ 
tion  chief  at  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  He  told  “stewardship 
university”  that  United  Methodists  older  than 
65  give  the  largest  percentage  of  their  incomes 
to  the  church  of  any  age  group.  Couples  28-35 
with  children  give  the  smallest  share. 

SPIRITUAL  ABUSE:  Members  of  the 
clergy  who  misuse  their  roles  for  sexual  gains 
are  abusing  parishioners  spiritually  as  well  as 
physically.  The  Rev.  Ron  Barton,  delivered  that 
message  to  a  United  Methodist  consultation  at 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  last  month.  A  pastor,  representing  God’s 
truth  as  one  set  apart  for  spiritual  purposes,  has 
access  to  the  “deep  places,”  Mr.  Barton  said. 

CAUCUS  EXEC  RESIGNS:  The  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  the  National  Federation  of  Asian- 
American  United  Methodists  has  announced  her 
resignation,  effective  July  1 .  The  Rev.  Naomi  P.F. 
Southard  has  headed  the  organization  for  nearly 
five  years.  Ms.  Southard,  a  ministerial  member  of 
the  Califomia-Nevada  Annual  Conference,  said 
she  plans  to  pursue  a  doctorate.  A  search  com¬ 
mittee  is  seeking  a  successor. 

HURRICANE  HUGO  RELIEF:  The 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  ap¬ 
proved  last  month  eight  special  grants  related  to 
the  Hurricane  Hugo  disaster.  The  grants,  total¬ 
ing  $550,000,  are  to  fund  ministries  sponsored 
by  the  Methodist  Church  in  the  Caribbean  and 
the  Americas.  The  programs  are  on  Montserrat, 
St.  Kitts,  Nevis  and  St.  Thomas.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  programs  in  St.  Croix  and  the  Puerto  Rico 
Annual  Conference  have  also  been  assisted. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  wire  reports 


Author:  Church  can  help  in  violent  life 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— Today’s 
young  people  live  in  a  climate  of 
intimidation  and  violence,  par¬ 
ticipants  in  a  symposium  on 
youth  ministry  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  were  told  March  10. 

Dr.  Michael  Warren,  author 
and  professor  of  religious  educa¬ 
tion  at  St.  John's  University  in  Ja¬ 
maica,  N.Y.,  said  the  young  have 
fantasies  and  fears  of  violence. 

Citing  a  “New  York  Times" 
survey- of  2,000  men,  he  noted 
that  35  percent  said  they  might 
rape  a  woman  if  they  thought 


they  couldn’t  be  caught. 

A  “Cosmopolitan"  magazine 
survey  of  106,00  women  report¬ 
ed  that  24  percent  had  been 
raped,  more  than  half  of  them  by 
“friends,”  he  said. 

“Rape  is  a  crime  of  violence,” 
Dr.  Warren  said.  “Women  are  al¬ 
ways  afraid  of  being  violated." 

In  the  audience,  the  heads  of 
many  young  women  could  be 
seen  nodding  in  agreement. 

He  said  that  in  conversations 
college  men  talk  about  “pieces  of 
women,  not  women  as  persons.” 

Dr.  Warren  addressed  some  200 
youths,  youth  leaders,  theological 
educators,  seminary  students  and 
clergy  members  representing  20 


denominations  at  the  seminary, 
(see  related  stories). 

The  participants  were  attending 
the  four-day  symposium  titled 
“Youth  and  the  Evangelization  of 
the  American  Culture.” 

Advertising  contributes  to  the 
atmosphere  of  violence,  Dr.  War¬ 
ren  said. 

“Open  a  newspaper,  and  see 
how  many  ads  for  TV  or  movies 
show  a  man  with  a  gun  in  his 
hand?  How  does  that  influence 
what  we  think  of  as  masculinity?” 

What  people  pay  attention  to 
shapes  their  spirits,  Dr.  Warren 
said.  . 

“Jesus  images  human  possibil¬ 
ities  for  us,”  he  said.  “Jesus  does 


not  image  a  man  or  a  woman 
with  a  gun  in  her  hand." 

Teens  commit  violent  acts 
against  themselves.  Dr.  Warren 
said. 

“I  assume  in  this  group  there  are 
people  who  know  of  someone  who 
committed  suicide,”  he  said. 
"From  1960  to  1982,  the  suicide 
rate  for  ages  15  to  24  went  from 
5.2  percent  to  12.8  percent  per 
100,000,  an  enormous  statistical 
jump.” 

The  event’s  organizers  asked  the 


multiracial  participants  from.  . 
across  the  United  States,  Canada^ 
and  the  Bahamas  to  focus  on  poli-  v 
cy  for  youth  ministry  in  the  21st 
century.  ,"s 

They  were  divided  into  roundta¬ 
ble  discussion  groups  to  address  a 
wide  range  of  issues  affecting 
youths  and  the  church. 

The  results  are  to  be  published  at  ,  ' 
a  later  date,  organizers  said. 

The  symposium  was  funded  in,  ’ 
part  by  the  Lilly  Foundation  and 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary. 1 
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The  Rev.  Anthony  “Tony"  Campolo 

. . .  animated  speaker  at  Wesley  Seminary 

Kingdom  of  God 
likened  to  party 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO 

Group  discusses  serious  concerns 

WASHINGTON — Members  of  one  roundtable  discussion  group  discuss  serious  concerns  of 
youths  during  a  symposium  at  United  Methodist-related  Wesley  Theological  Seminary.  The 
groups  were  a  part  of  a  seminar  on  developing  youth  ministry  policy  for  the  21st  century. 

Teen-ager  wrestles  with  death 
at  youth  ministry  symposium 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON— A  17-year- 
old  girl  sat  in  the  light-filled  sem¬ 
inary  dining  hall  eating  lunch. 

She  was  a  participant  in  the 
four-day  symposium  on  “Youth 
and  the  Evangelization  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Culture”  at  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  (see  related  stories). 
Her  story  reinforced  statements 
made  by  speakers  about  the  cli¬ 
mate  in  which  today’s  American 


youth  live. 

“Dr.  [Michael]  Warren  was 
right  about  some  things,”  she 
said,  referring  to  a  speaker  who 
had  discussed  teen-age  suicide 
that  morning. 

“I  have  this  friend.  She’s  14. 
Her  mother  is  an  alcoholic  and  so 
is  her  brother.  She  has  tried  to 
commit  suicide  three  times — once 
with  a  gun  and  twice  with  a  knife. 

“She  came  to  me  crying  and 
said,  ‘I’ve  got  to  get  help.’ 

“She  told  me,  ‘Don’t  ever 


drink,’  . . .  but  one  time  her 
mother  was  drunk  and  had  been 
yelling  at  her.  My  friend  went  to 
a  party  to  get  away  from  it  all 
and  calm  down.  There  was  a  lot 
of  drinking,  and  she  drank  about 
1 0  beers.  She’s  knows  it’s  wrong. 

“I’m  worried  about  being  here 
this  weekend.  I’m  afraid  she’ll 
kill  herself  while  I’m  gone. 

“If  she  does,  I’ll  kill  myself,  too 
. . .  because  I  wasn't  able  to  help 
her.  She’s  my  best  friend.” 

— DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON— “The  king¬ 
dom  of  God  is  a  party,”  the  Rev. 
Anthony  “Tony”  Campolo  told  a 
diverse  crowd  March  10  at  an  in¬ 
ternational  conference  on  youth 
ministry. 

“Youth  are  into  parties.  They 
just  don’t  know  what  a  good  par¬ 
ty  is.” 

Dr.  Campolo,  professor  of  so¬ 
ciology  at  Eastern  College  in  St. 
David’s,  Pa.,  was  part  of  a  slate 
of  educators,  theologians  and 
workers  with  youth  addressing 
the  four-day  symposium  on 
“Youth  and  the  Evangelization 
of  American  Culture”  at  United 
Methodism-related  Wesley  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary. 

Dr.  Campolo,  basing  his 
speech  on  Deuteronomy  14:22- 
27  and  Matthew  22:1-10,  said 
God  told  Moses  that  the  people 
of  Israel  should  tithe  their  wealth 
once  a  year  and  “throw  a  gigantic 
party  where  everyone  is  invited.” 


The  other  90  percent  of  their 
money,  he  said,  should  go  to  feed 
the  hungry  and  help  those  in  need. 

“Jesus  said  the  kingdom  of. 
God  is  like  a  wedding  reception,”  . 
he  said,  noting  that  Jewish  wed¬ 
ding  receptions  were  warm,  joy¬ 
ous  celebrations  of  family  and 
friends. 

That’s  not  the  atmosphere  at 
most  parties  that  teen-agers  at¬ 
tend,  Dr.  Campolo  said. 

“High  school  parties  are  the . 
most  joyless,  mean,  dull  places  ( 
have  ever  been,”  he  said.  “They.' 
(teens)  don’t  know  how  to  have 
fun.” 

Many  times  high  school  parties-  ' 
are  only  for  the  popular  students,':- 
the  ones  who  have  dates,  he  said. 
For  the  ones  who  stay  home,  the.  . 
message  is  clear,  “You’re  a  loser.”  ■: 

“Tell  me  it  isn’t  so,”  he  de¬ 
manded  of  the  crowd.  ; 

“Jesus  knew  how  to  throw  par-  ■ 
ties  for  people  who  were  left  out 
of  parties,”  Dr.  Campolo  said.', 
—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


East  Europe  needs  money  to  build  churches 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

In  Budapest,  Hungary,  and  Tal¬ 
linn,  Estonia,  the  government  has 
oflered  growing  United  Methodist 
congregations  prime  lots  for  new 
churches. 

But,  as  elsewhere  in  Eastern  Eu¬ 
rope,  immediate  financial  assis¬ 
tance  is  needed  so  the  churches  can 
be  built. 


United  Methodist  mission 
board  representatives  Sue  Robin¬ 
son  and  Sandra  F.  Hoke  heard 
that  crucial  message  as  they  visit¬ 
ed  Central  and  Eastern  Europe 
recently. 

United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States  can  help  with  the 
construction  through  the  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 
That  program  allows  church 
members  to  give  to  mission  work 
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Advance  No.  010906-4  A-N 

beyond  what  they  contribute 
through  their  congregations’  ap¬ 
portioned  payments. 


During  a  meeting  in  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  Bishop  Heinrich 
Bolleter  of  the  Central  and 
Southern  Europe  Central  Confer¬ 
ence  gave  Ms.  Robinson,  a  mis¬ 
sion  board  staff  member,  a  list  of 
20  projects  submitted  by  area  su¬ 
perintendents. 

Three  particularly  crucial  proj¬ 
ects  involve  churches  in  Tallinn, 
the  capital  city  of  Estonia  in  the 
Soviet  Union;  Budapest;  and 


Strumica,  Yugoslavia,  she  said. 

In  Tallinn,  where  the  700- 
ntember  congregation  has  been 
without  its  own  church  building : 
since  World  War  II,  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  offered  the  church  a 
downtown  lot,  Ms.  Robinson 
said.  Stipulations  are  that  a 
church  “worthy”  of  the  site  must 
be  built,  without  “tak(ing)  years 
to  do  so.” 


Gift  Annuity 

Help  prepare  tomorrow's  ministers 
and  receive: 

•  Guaranteed  income  for  life 

•  Immediate  charitable  tax  deduction 

Depending  upon  your  age,  a  gift  annuity 
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beneficiary  if  desired)  an  annual  fixed  rate  of  return, 
usually  between  6  and  14%,  for  life.  In  the  year  the 
annuity  is  established,  you  will  also  receive  a  significant 
charitable  tax  deduction.  Plus,  you  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  you  are  helping  educate  tomorrow  s 
ministers-  perhaps  the  best  benefit  of  all! 

SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY  AT  CLAREMONT 

a  United  Methodist  Seminary 


United  Methodist  unit 
prepared  for  disaster 


CD  Please  send  me,  without  cost  or  obligation,  an  illustration  of  my 
annuity  benefits,  including  possible  tax-free  income. 

Birthdate(s)  _ _ Clip  and  mall  to: 

Name(s) _ _ _  Mr.  David  Nienas,  School 

AHH  of  Theology  at  Claremont, 

Address  - - - -  1325  North  College  Ave., 

_ 1 - Claremont,  CA  91711 

Phone _ _  (714)626-3521. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

EULESS,  Texas— The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  one  of  the  few 
denominations  that  has  a  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  network  ready  to  accept  chal¬ 
lenges  of  civil  or  natural  disasters. 

Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  for  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief,  said  the  network 
includes  the  national  staff,  a  national 
team  of  consultants,  regional  coordi¬ 
nators  and  committees. 

Many  of  the  consultants  gathered 
recently  for  additional  training  in 
disaster  response  and  damage  as¬ 
sessment. 

The  United  Methodist  Book  of 
Discipline,  the  collection  of  church 
laws,  asks  each  annual  conference 
to  have  a  disaster  response  coordi¬ 
nator  and  a  disaster  response  com¬ 
mittee,  she  said. 

The  Rev.  Guy  C.  Ames  III,  pastor 
of  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church 


Advance  numbers: 

UMCOR  Disaster  Response 
U.S.A.  No.  901670-1. 

UMCOR  Emergency  Relief  Over¬ 
seas  No.  982450-8. 

in  El  Keno.  Okla.,  said  when  he  first 
became  a  response  consultant  for 
the  relief  committee,  he  was  im¬ 
pressed  to  see  how  quickly  United 
Methodists  all  over  the  denomina¬ 
tion  responded  in  a  disaster. 

As  an  example  of  how  the  United 
Methodist  network  functions,  he 
told  of  being  called  to  South  Caroli¬ 
na  in  September  to  assess  the  dam¬ 
age  from  Hurricane  Hugo. 

The  Oklahoma  pastor  said  that 
the  Rev.  Nicholas  S.  Elliott,  disaster 
coordinator  for  South  Carolina,  had 
been  to  only  one  training  class  when 
Hugo  hit. 

But  because  of  that  brief  training, 
Mr.  Elliott  was  “ready  to  accept  the 
challenge,”  the  Oklahoman  said. 
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Scholar  calculates  new  birthday 

Evidence  convinces  archaeologist  that  Jesus  was  born  in  12  B.C. 


The  Rev.  John  B.  Jamison  recommends  "going  bananas"  for  your 
faith  in  a  segment  of  "Catch  the  Spirit,"  weekly  cable  TV  program 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Jamison,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Carthage,  III.,  is  scheduled  to  appear  during 
the  week  of  March  25. 

Review-  - 

' Catch  the  Spirit  shows 
religious  TV  at  its  best 


By  ED  BRIGGS 

Religious  News  Service 

Jesus  of  Nazareth — thought  by 
many  scholars  to  have  been  bom 
about  2  B.C.  and  to  have  died  about 

A. D.  30 — may  have  lived  and  died 
as  much  as  10  years  earlier,  a  Mis¬ 
sissippi  archaeologist  contends. 

And  Christ’s  birth — which  scholars 
never  believed  was  Dec.  25 — proba¬ 
bly  was  in  late  summer  to  early  fall, 
Dr.  Jerry  Vardaman  says  in  a  new 
book,  “Chronos  Kairos  Christos.” 

The  director  of  special  programs 
at  the  Cobb  Institute  of  Archaeolo¬ 
gy  at  Mississippi  State  University 
suggests  that  Jesus  was  bom  in  12 

B. C.  and  died  in  A.D.  21. 

Most  scholars  theorized  that 
Christ  died  around  A.D.  30-33. 

In  theorizing  that  Jesus  was  bom 
in  12  B.C.,  Dr.  Vardaman,  a  South¬ 
ern  Baptist,  draws  together  dispa¬ 
rate  observations  from  Roman 
history,  the  Bible  and  archaeology. 

They  include  the  writings  of  Jose¬ 
phus,  a  Jewish-bom  Roman  slave- 
historian;  a  possible  misreading  by 
ancient  scribes  of  the  year  Jesus 
started  his  ministry;  the  years  in 
which  Roman  censuses  were  taken; 
and  previously  unnoticed  “micro¬ 
letters,”  or  very  small  historical  no- 

Laity  learn 

By  CAROL  HOHL 

LAS  VEGAS,  Nev— “The 
church  is  the  people”  is  both  the 
name  of  a  song  and  a  common 
thought  for  most  congregations,  but 
at  Griffith  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Las  Vegas,  it  is  also  a 
way  of  life. 

A  group  of  laypeople  at  Griffith 
UMC  learn  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Discipline  by  attending  an 
eight-week  seminar  headed  by  the 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Peter  M.  Vaught. 

They  not  only  studied  the  Disci¬ 
pline;  they  interpreted  it  by  acting 
out  role-playing  situations  based  on 
a  congregation  having  problems. 

Excitement  and  interest  grew  as 

2  churches 
want  to  join 
rural  parish 

By  NANCYE  M.  WILLIS 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — The  concept  of 
“one  membership,  multiple  wor¬ 
ship  centers”  has  proved  a  success 
for  Humboldt-Rutland  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Iowa. 

The  idea  has  such  appeal,  in  fact, 
that  two  other  congregations  want 
to  be  a  part. 

In  1987,  the  50  members  of  the 
Rutland  United  Methodist  Church, 
which  was  destined  to  close,  agreed 
to  combine  their  membership  with 
Humboldt  United  Methodist 
Church,  six  miles  distant.  It  had 
1,300  members. 

Instead  of  abolishing  the  smaller 
church,  the  two  churches  retained 
both  physical  facilities  (now  called 
"centers”)  for  worship,  church 
school  and  other  ministries. 

The  multiple-center  concept  re¬ 
versed  membership  declines  at  both 
sites,  said  the  Rev.  Russell  D.  Dil- 
ley,  senior  pastor. 

“Results  are  nothing  short  of  phe¬ 
nomenal,”  he  said.  Sunday  school 
attendance  at  Rutland  more  than 
doubled. 

Now  two  other  congregations — 
Gilmore  City  United  Methodist 
Church,  10  miles  from  Humboldt, 
and  Bradgate  United  Methodist 
church,  15  miles  away — have  voted 
to  join  the  cooperative  effort,  effec¬ 
tive  June  15.  The  Gilmore  City 
church  brings  232  members;  Brad- 
gate  has  94. 

The  Gilmore  City  and  Bradgate 
congregations  “came  to  us  with  a 
request  to  blend  with  us,”  said  the 
Rev.  Charles  E.  Klink,  associate 
pastor. 

Mr.  Klink  said  another  associate 
pastor  would  be  appointed  during 
the  spring  annual  conference  ses¬ 
sion  to  serve  the  expanded  the  par¬ 
ish.  That  pastor  would  live  in  a 
parsonage  at  Gilmore  City. 

The  three  pastors  will  observe  a 
rotating  preaching  schedule — five 
Sunday  services  and  one  Saturday 
service — among  the  four  centers, 
Mr.  Klink  said. 


tations  carved  into  coins  noting 
when  they  were  struck. 

Census  done  in  12  B.C. 

Dr.  Vardaman  said  Roman  histo¬ 
rians  refer  to  a  census  that  was  con¬ 
ducted  under  Emperor  Augustus  in 
12/11  B.C.  A  census  is  mentioned 
in  the  Nativity  story  as  the  reason 
Mary  and  Joseph  travel  to  Bethle¬ 
hem,  where  Jesus  is  born. 

Dr.  Vardaman  said  astronomical 
calculations  show  that  Halley’s 
Comet  passed  near  the  Earth  be¬ 
tween  Aug.  24  and  Oct.  17  in  12 
B.C.,  suggesting  that  it  could  have 
been  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  cited  in 
the  Nativity  stories. 

The  scholar  said  the  Bible  sug¬ 
gests  that  Jesus  also  died  in  a  census 
year,  which  he  said  occurred  about 
A.D.  20/21. 

Coins  provide  proof 

Further  clinching  his  theory 
about  Jesus,  Dr.  Vardaman  said, 
are  references  to  him  on  coins  mint¬ 
ed  during  the  period. 

Microletters  on  coins  have  been 
largely  ignored  until  now,  but  Dr. 
Vardaman  said  he  believes  they  will 
be  studied  more  by  biblical  archae¬ 
ologists  in  the  future.  He  described 
them  as  mostly  “little  innocuous 


weeks  went  by,  participants  said. 

Church  members  learned  about 
the  different  positions  on  Council 
on  Ministries  and  Administrative 
Board  and  how  they  related  to  each 
other  and  the  whole  congregation. 

Mr.  Vaught  said,  “I  have  been 
waiting  all  my  career  to  have  a  con¬ 
gregation  ask  me  about  being  taught 
the  Book  of  Discipline.” 


Dear  Deborah: 

lam  14,  and  we  live  next  door  to 
the  parsonage. 

This  year  the  pastor  asked  me  if  I 
wanted  the  job  mowing  his  lawn.  1 
agreed,  and  we  said  $5  each  time  I 
mowed.  1  marked  it  on  our  calendar 
each  time,  and  my  dad  came  out 
and  looked  it  over  and  helped  me 
be  sure  it  was  a  good  job. 

When  we  had  our  first  snow,  I 
showed  the  calendar  to  the  pastor 
and  asked  to  be  paid  so  I  could  do 
Christmas  shopping.  It  is  now  past 


My  hope  is  built  on  nothing  less 
Than  Jesus'  blood  and  righteous¬ 
ness; 

/  dare  not  trust  the  sweetest  frame, 
But  wholly  lean  on  Jesus'  name. 

On  Christ,  the  solid  Rock,  I  stand; 
All  other  ground  is  sinking  sand. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Edward  Mote,  author  of  “My 
Hope  Is  Built  on  Nothing  Less," 
was  born  in  1797  in  London.  His 
parents  owned  and  operated  a  pub. 

Wanting  young  Edward  to  learn  a 
trade,  his  parents  apprenticed  him 
to  be  a  cabinetmaker. 

At  age  1 5  he  heard  the  preaching 
of  John  Hyatt  at  Tottenham  Court 
Road  Chapel,  and  it  changed  his 
life.  In  a  few  years  he  settled  in  a 


chronological  pieces  of  informa¬ 
tion,  such  as  a  certain  year  of  such- 
and-such  a  monarch,  etc.” 

He  said  Jesus  was  a  celebrity  dur¬ 
ing  the  period — for  some  a  savior 
and  for  others  as  a  notorious  char¬ 
acter.  But  he  became  known  well 
enough  to  be  mentioned  in  the  mi¬ 
croletters  as  an  historical  way  of 
dating  the  coin,  the  scholar  said. 

One  coin,  struck  in  A.D.  16  in 
Damascus  under  its  ruler,  Aretas 
IV,  contained  a  reference  to  “Rex 
Jesus,”  translated  as  “King  Jesus.” 
Dr.  Vardaman  said  many  other 
coins  of  Damascus,  including  one 
with  a  date  of  A.D.  15,  mention  Je¬ 
sus  in  microletters. 

Such  a  reference  to  “King  Jesus” 
wasn’t  favorable  but  a  reference  to 
his  notoriety.  Dr.  Vardaman  said. 

Jesus  is  mentioned  on  another 
coin,  this  one  minted  in  A.D.  44  at 
Caesarea-on-the-Sea  in  Palestine  by 
Agrippa  I,  Dr.  Vardaman  said. 

Microletters  include  words  which 
say,  “year  23  of  Jesus’  death.”  Dr. 
Vardaman  said  that  reference  on  a 
coin  struck  in  A.D.  44  would  indi¬ 
cate  that  Jesus  died  in  2 1 . 

“These  and  other  coins  along 
with  their  microletters  provide  the 
earliest  non-biblical,  non-literary 
testimonies  of  Jesus,”  he  said. 


His  excitement  was  reflected  in 
one  member’s  comment:  “Anyone 
who  holds  an  office  in  the  local  con¬ 
gregation  should  take  this  course  to 
see  the  ‘big  picture!’  ” 

Members  of  the  study  group  said 
they  now  feel  they  can  be  produc¬ 
tive  on  any  board.  They  also  said 
they  believe  that  knowledge  of  the 
Book  of  Discipline  will  keep  congre- 


Valentine’s  Day,  and  he  still  hasn’t 
paid  me.  I  did  remind  him  once, 
but  he  said  he  was  busy. 

What  should  I  do  now? 

Peter 

Dear  Peter: 

1  think  the  first  thing  you  should 
do  is  talk  it  over  with  your  parents. 
Maybe  they  can  go  with  you  to  ask 
him  to  pay  up. 

If  that  doesn ' t  work,  the  church  has 
a  pastor-parish  committee  you  can  go 
to.  But  that  would  be  pretty  serious.  I 
hope  it  doesn  7  come  to  that. 


London  suburb,  where  he  had  great 
success  as  a  cabinetmaker. 

Though  his  business  grew  and  the 
demands  on  his  time  increased,  he 
maintained  his  church  activity.  The 
reputation  of  his  Christian  zeal  was 
widely  known.  He  found  great  joy 
in  the  hymn  singing  of  his  church. 

On  his  way  to  work  one  morning 
in  1834,  he  called  to  mind  the  lines 
“On  Christ  the  solid  Rock  I  stand, 
all  other  ground  is  sinking  sand.” 
Later  that  day  he  completed  the 
stanzas. 

The  following  Sunday  he  visited 
in  the  home  of  some  fellow  church 
members  where  the  wife  was  quite 
ill.  Her  husband  stated  that  it  was 
their  custom  to  sing  a  hymn,  read 
the  Bible  and  pray  together.  Mote 


Besides  redating  Jesus  and  the 
Gospels,  Dr.  Vardaman  redates  the 
conversion  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  who 
was  responsible  for  the  spread  of 
Christianity. 

Dr.  Vardaman  said  Paul  was  con¬ 
verted  in  A.D.  27,  17  years  before 
other  scholars  theorize  that  Paul 
had  his  Damascus  Road  experience. 

Dr.  Paul  J.  Achtemeier,  professor 
of  biblical  interpretation  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  and  the  president  of  the 
Society  of  Biblical  Literature,  ex¬ 
pressed  his  skepticism  when  Dr. 
Vardaman’s  theory  was  presented 
to  him  in  a  telephone  interview. 

However,  he  said  he  will  with¬ 
hold  judgment  until  he  has  a  chance 
to  examine  the  findings  in  detail. 

If  Dr.  Vardaman’s  theory  is  true, 
biblical  scholars  who  rely  on  bal¬ 
ancing  the  Bible  against  history 
jnay  have  to  re-examine  their  theo¬ 
ries,  Dr.  Achtemeier  said. 

A  redating  of  Christ  and  the  Gos¬ 
pels  could  result  in  subtle  shifts  in 
the  message  delivered  in  sermons, 
he  said. 

But  here  again  Dr.  Achtemeier  is 
skeptical.  He  suggests  that  there 
should  be  little  change  in  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  what  Jesus  said  by  simply 
shifting  him  a  decade  in  history. 


gational  decisions  “on  an  even 
keel.” 

Griffith  UMC  plans  to  have  a 
similar  study  every  year  to  “keep 
the  knowledge  flowing,”  Mr. 
Vaught  said. 

Ms.  Hohl  writes  for  the  Desert 
Southwest  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter,  in  which  this  story 
originally  appeared. 


Be  sure  to  pray  for  him,  too,  and 
for  yourself  that  you  are  able  to  act 
in  a  way  that  lets  you  be  proud  of 
yourself  and  give  honor  and  glory  to 
God.  But  /  don 't  mean  letting  him 
get  away  with  not  paying  you! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


immediately  thought  of  the  new 
hymn  in  his  pocket  and  brought  it 
out.  They  sang  it  together  for  the 
first  time. 

At  age  55  Mote  became  pastor  of 
a  Baptist  church  in  Horsham,  Sus¬ 
sex,  England.  He  served  there  for  2 1 
years  and  enjoyed  the  love  and  af¬ 
fection  of  his  congregation. 

Because  the  church  building  was 
built  largely  through  Mote’s  efforts, 
the  congregation,  out  of  gratitude, 
offered  to  give  him  the  deed  to  the 
property. 

Mote  refused,  saying,  “I  do  not 
want  the  chapel.  I  only  want  the 
pulpit;  and  when  I  cease  to  preach 
Christ,  then  turn  me  out  of  that!” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Near  to  the  Heart  of  God" 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

The  “Catch  the  Spirit”  edition 
for  the  week  of  March  25  is  a  fine 
example  of  religious  television  at  its 
best. 

The  weekly  TV  show,  produced 
by  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions,  celebrates  the  varied  ways  the 
church  is  at  work  in  the  world  and 
gently  urges  viewers  to  become  in¬ 
volved  in  mission  and  ministry 
themselves. 

(To  find  the  show,  check  local 
listings  for  the  Vision  Interfaith  Sat¬ 
ellite  Network,  the  American  Chris¬ 
tian  Television  System,  the 
Alternate  View  Network  and  other 
stations  and  cable  services.) 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  often  raised  its  voice  in  protest 
over  the  nuclear  arms  race.  The 
opening  segment  of  the  March  25 
program  shows  how  one  United 
Methodist  congregation,  located 
next  to  the  nuclear  facility  at  Oak 
Ridge,  Tenn.,  is  fostering  dialogue 
between  church  leaders,  politicians 
and  scientists  on  how  to  best  work 
for  peace. 

Both  the  activities  at  Oak  Ridge 
and  this  program  show  Christian 
humility  in  controversial  issues. 
There  is  appreciation  here  for  op¬ 
posing  viewpoints  and  real  empathy 
for  those  whose  livelihood  may  de¬ 
pend  on  an  industry  that  makes 
weapons. 

Following  the  show’s  magazine 
format,  media  critic  Kathleen  La- 


Camera  next  brings  an  insightful — 
and  highly  favorable — review  of  the 
film  “Born  on  the  Fourth  of  July.” 
Her  report  includes  a  particularly 
powerful  clip  of  Vietnam  vet  Ron 
Kovic’s  first  days  back  home. 

Next,  we  see  how  the  Rev.  Nor¬ 
ton  Ritter,  University  minister  at 
Baker  University  in  Baldwin,  Kan., 
leads  divorce  recovery  workshops. 
Participants  offer  thanks  for  the 
healing  they  found  in  this  church- 
related  program. 

Series  hosts  Anisa  Mehdi  and 
Hilly  Hicks  urge  viewers  to  ask 
their  pastors  about  similar  pro¬ 
grams  in  their  area. 

In  the  Moment  of  Faith  segment. 
The  Rev.  John  Jamison,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Car¬ 
thage,  III.,  asks  what  might  happen  if 
we  really  got  excited  about  our  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  in  “Going  Bananas." 

In  the  following  segment,  we  hear 
from  Native  Americans  rediscover¬ 
ing  their  heritage  and  incorporating 
native  tradition  into  Christian  wor¬ 
ship.  The  Rev.  Roy  Wilson  tells 
how  he  tragically  devalued  his  back¬ 
ground  for  years  and  how  “the  in¬ 
clusiveness  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  proved  to  be  my 
healing.” 

Watching  “Catch  the  Spirit”  is  as 
inspiring  as  it  is  informative. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  W.  Goodhue  of 
Long  Island,  N.Y.,  frequently  re¬ 
views  television  and  films  for  the 
Reporter. 


Episcopal  Church  moving 
closer  to  unity  agreement 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

Religious  News  Service 

The  Episcopal  Church  appears 
to  have  a  “new  readiness”  to 
“take  seriously”  proposals  of  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union, 
according  to  the  consultation’s 
chief  staff  official. 

Of  the  nine  denominations 
participating  in  COCU,  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  has  been  the  most 
questioning,  and,  perhaps,  the 
most  hesitant. 

Thus,  members  of  the  consulta¬ 
tion  executive  committee,  meeting 
March  4-6  in  Minneapolis,  were 
particularly  pleased  when  they 
heard  General  Secretary  David  W. 
A.  Taylor  report  on  Episcopal 
Church  developments. 

Through  the  consultation,  the 
nine  denominations  are  seeking  to 
find  a  route  to  church  unity  that 
wouldn't  require  structural  unifor¬ 
mity  or  an  organizational  merger. 

COCU  members  hope  to  de¬ 
velop  new  relationships  that  will 
unite  them  in  matters  of  faith, 
sacraments,  ministry  and  mis¬ 
sion  while  maintaining  their  in¬ 
dividual  identities.  They  would 
add  to  their  names  the  phrase 
“Church  of  Christ  Uniting”  and 
consider  themselves  at  once  “tru¬ 
ly  catholic,  truly  evangelical  and 
truly  reformed.” 

Besides  the  Episcopal  Church, 
COCU  members  are  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Afri¬ 


can  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church,  Christian  Church  (Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ),  Christian  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  Inter¬ 
national  Council  of  Community 
Churches,  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.).  United  Church  of  Christ 
and  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  1988  the  General  Conven¬ 
tion  of  the  Episcopal  Church  de¬ 
cided  not  to  adopt  a  COCU 
document,  known  as  “The  Con¬ 
sultation  on  Church  Union  Con¬ 
sensus.” 

Delegates  said  the  document 
didn’t  provide  “a  sufficient  theo¬ 
logical  basis”  for  adopting  the 
COCU  agenda. 

Since  then,  COCU  representa¬ 
tives  and  the  Episcopal  Church's 
Standing  Commission  on  Ecu¬ 
menical  Relations  have  had  an 
ongoing  dialogue. 

A  report  prepared  by  the  dia¬ 
logue  participants  offering  “elu¬ 
cidations"  about  each  of  the 
Episcopal  Church’s  eight  “reser¬ 
vations”  was  adopted  by  the 
committee. 

One  of  the  “reservations,” 
which  the  theology  committee  of 
the  Episcopal  standing  commis¬ 
sion  called  its  most  serious  criti¬ 
cism,  was  directed  at  the 
Consensus  document’s  under¬ 
standing  of  salvation. 

Problems  relating  to  the  epis¬ 
copate  and  combined  liturgies 
were  also  addressed. 


Discipline  by  chapter  and  verse 


Lenten  colors  weave 
through  altar  cloth 

RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 
BY  DANA  E.  JONES 

CHICAGO — A  new  season 
in  the  Christian  calendar  has 
put  leanne  Mathes  back  at 
her  loom.  The  professional 
weaver  is  making  an  altar 
cloth  for  the  new  sanctuary 
of  Broadway  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Chicago.  Ms. 
Mathes  belongs  to  the  con¬ 
gregation.  The  cloth  is  to 
contain  somber  shades  of 
purple  for  Lent.  Ms.  Mathes 
said  the  colors  are  intended 
to  create  a  "somber,  torn 
feeling."  On  Easter  the  con¬ 
gregation  is  to  see  brightly 
colored  strips  of  cloth  over¬ 
laid  on  white  on  the  altar, 
lectern  and  pulpit. 


Dear  Deborah 


Shouldn't  I  be  paid  for  mowing  lawn? 


History  of  »ymnc 

Cabinetmaker  sings  of ' the  solid  rock ' 
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Methodist 


THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 


‘MAKING MIRACLES  HAPPEN' 

815  Washington  Avenue  New  Orleans,  La.  (504)  895-7709 


New  License 


The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  has  moved  into  a  new  area  of 
service  to  Abandoned,  Abused  and 
Neglected  children.  The  Home  is 
now  a  licensed  Residential  Treat¬ 
ment  Facility. 

Along  with  this  new  license 
comes  new  responsibilities  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  specific  care  of  children 
placed  in  our  facility. 

While  The  Home  continues  to 
provide  children  with  medical,  edu¬ 
cational  and  religious  needs,  we 
now  are  more  responsible  than  ever 
in  providing  psychological  and  Psy¬ 
chiatric  care  as  well. 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  is  an  umbrella  organization 
under  which  many  child  care  and 
family  services  are  offered.  Pro¬ 
grams  of  short-term  or  moderate  in¬ 
tervention  treatment,  diagnostic 


and  evaluation  for  the  severely  dis¬ 
turbed  child  now  rise  to  the  top  as 
offerings  of  programs  and  services. 

The  Home  also  provides  services 
to  children  in  need  of  intensive  in- 
home  treatment  through  its  Resi¬ 
dential  Family  Care  program. 

A  staff  Marriage  and  Family  ther¬ 
apist  rides  the  Circuit  of  five  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Churches  in  the 
greater  New  Orleans  area  providing 
family  therapy,  parenting  classes 
and  extended  therapy  to  children 
discharged  back  home  —  and  the 
ministry  goes  on  .  .  .  and  on  . . .  and 
on . . . 

For  your  interest  and  support  of 
what  we  do.  Thank  You.  We  could 
not  provide  these  and  other  services 
without  you. 

Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges 
Executive  Director 


How  Many? 

276  children  were  in  residence  during  1989.  This  number  does  not  in¬ 
clude  the  outpatients  that  were  seen  by  our  therapist.  Most  of  the  children 
came  from  the  parishes  in  this  region.  The  largest  number  came  from  New 
Orleans,  Jefferson,  St.  Bernard  and  St.  John.  Laws  now  require  that  ser¬ 
vices  be  provided  in  the  area  in  which  a  child  lives. 

235  of  the  children  were  a  part  of  our  TREATMENT  AND  EMERGEN¬ 
CY  SHELTER  PROGRAM  on  our  main  campus.  41  were  a  part  of  our 
FOSTER  HOME  TREATMENT  PROGRAM.  The  Foster  Home  Treat¬ 
ment  is  the  expanding  part  of  our  program  and  appears  to  be  the  program 
the  state  will  use  in  the  future. 

Many  more  children  could  have  been  served  had  we  had  GROUP 
HOMES  in  which  to  place  them.  We  must  turn  away  children  until  we  can 
build  Group  Homes.  We  are  hopeful  that  the  Lord  will  touch  someone  to 
provide  group  homes.  Will  you  be  in  prayer  for  this  ministry. 


Present  Needs 

Pool  Needs: 

Hand  Lotion 

Swim  suits  —  2,yr.- 1 5  yr. 

School  Back  Packs 

Swim  caps 

Spiral  Note  Books 

Water  wings 

3  Ring  Binders 

Kick  Boards 

Black  Ball  Point  Pens 

Soft  Playground  Balls 

Volley  Balls 

$300  Girl's  Hair  Styling 

Methodist  Home  School  celebrates  Black  History  Month. 


A  student  works  on  a  computer. 


Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges,  Executive 
Director,  hangs  the  new  Resi¬ 
dential  Care  License. 


Donations  1989 


Pictured  I.  to  r.  are  the  officers  of  the  Methodist  Home  Auxiliary, 
Suzanne  Coray,  Secretary;  Lena  Moten,  Treasurer;  and  Margaret 
Vest,  President. 


Fifty  Years  of  Service 


The  Methodist  Home  Auxiliary  is 
a  leading  supporter  of  our  children. 
It  was  organized  in  1939  to  provide 
support  for  The  Methodist  Home 
Hospital.  In  1972  it  continued  to 
support  The  Methodist  Home  for 
Abused,  Abandoned,  and  Neglected 
Children.  This  year  we  are  celebrat¬ 
ing  its  50  years  of  service. 

The  Auxiliary  meets  monthly  at 
The  Home.  Its  main  fund  raiser  is 
the  Annual  Fashion  Show.  Last  year 
the  Home  received  over  $5,000 
from  the  Club. 

The  Auxiliary  is  composed  of 
representatives  from  each  church  in 
the  New  Orleans  District.  Addition¬ 
al  members  join  through  a  minimal 
fee. 


CASH  DONATIONS 

METHODIST  GIVING: 

LOCAL  CHURCH  GIFTS 
31  SS  CLASS  $  6,724.37 

19  CIRCLES  UMW  $  1,739.50 
42  UMW  $  5,675.75 

TOTAL  UMW  $  7,415.25 

UMC—  Direct  $  7,306.16 

UMC  thru  Conf  $20,119.97 
90  +  TOTAL  UMC  $27,426.13 


TOTAL  LOCAL  CHURCH 


$41,565.75 


INDIVIDUAL  METHODIST 
427  DIRECT  $80,568.86 

UNITED  WAY  $  5,973.97 

SAMARITAN  OFF  $49,500.00 
TOTAL  INDIVIDUAL 
LA  METH  FOUNDATION 
TOTAL  METHODIST 
42  OTHER  CLUBS  &  GROUPS 
GRANT  —  GERMAN  PROTESTANT 
ORPHANAGE  ASSOC 
TOTAL  CASH  GIFTS 

TOTAL  NON-CASH  GIFTS 
GRAND  TOTAL  GIFTS 


$136,042.83 
$  2,220.63 

$179,829.21 
$  22,207.80 

$  29,950.00 

$231,987.01 

$178,500.00 

$410,487,01 


VBS  Cups 

Spice  up  your  Vacation  Bible  School!  Some  churches  did  last  year.  They 
used  Methodist  Home  Cups  as  gifts,  for  drinking,  for  holding  supplies,  and 
for  emphasizing  missions.  Perhaps  you  have  other  church  functions  in 
which  you  can  use  our  cups.  It  will  help  you  and  help  us  get  our  name  be¬ 
fore  the  Methodists  of  Louisiana. 

We  have  cups  for  you!  Just  write  or  call  The  Methodist  Home,  P.O.  Box 
15109,  New  Orleans,  LA  70175  —  (504)  895-7709.  Ask  for  Rev.  Lynch. 


Identified  Giving  by  Districts 
1989 


NO. 

DISTRICT 

AMOUNT 

PERCENT 

49 

ACAD1ANA 

$  4,160.00 

2.94% 

45 

ALEXANDRIA 

$  8,695.42 

6.15% 

48 

BATON  ROUGE 

$  9,755.07 

6.90% 

48 

LAKE  CHARLES 

$  5,573.48 

3.95% 

21 

MONROE 

$  i  4,039.90 

2.86% 

298 

NEW  ORLEANS 

$  70,768.55 

50.09% 

41 

NORTH  SHORE 

$  5,154.53 

3.65% 

32 

RUSTON 

$  4,248.35 

3.01% 

44 

SHREVEPORT 

$  25,289.20 

17.90% 

13 

OTHER  STATES 

$  3,108.00 

2.20% 

11 

UNIDENTIFIED 

$  486.60 

0.34% 

650 

$141,279.10 

Vacation  Bible  School  cup 


Defusing  Time  Bombs 

Abused,  abandoned  and  neglected  children  who  have  had  the  early  days 
of  their  life  disrupted  are  living  time  bombs  ready  to  explode.  Hopefully 
they  can  be  helped  before  they  become  violent.  That  is  our  ministry. 

The  worst  thing  that  can  happen  to  a  child  is  neglect.  The  neglected  child 
is  empty.  They  have  not  made  a  proper  connection  to  other  humans.  A 
child  that  lies  in  bed  long  hours  without  care  is  beyond  crying  or  even  rage. 

An  abused  child  has  more  rage,  but  is  more  likely  to  be  able  to  relate  to 
others.  They  may  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  in  deep  depression;  they  may 
have  persistent  episodes  of  rage  that  hurt  others  and  themselves.  They 
have  an  undeveloped  conscience,  or  a  deep  state  of  confusion  about  rela¬ 
tionships. 

Every  so  often  we  see  this  rage  erupt  in  serial  killings,  or  indiscriminate 
shootings  or  other  acts  of  violence.  We  are  surprised  when  what  seemed  to 
have  been  a  normal  person  suddenly  explodes  like  a  time  bomb.  That’s 
when  the  hidden  rage  comes  to  the  surface. 

The  ministry  at  The  Methodist  Home  is  to  treat  these  children  while  we 
can  help  them  deal  with  their  rage  constructively.  We  constantly  pray  that 
our  help  will  keep  their  rage  from  exploding  in  later  years. 

It  is  your  help  that  makes  this  possible. 


Fashion  Show 

The  Annual  Fashion  Show,  sponsored  by  The  Methodist  Home  Auxilia¬ 
ry,  will  be  Saturday,  March  31  at  1 1:00  a.m.  The  Cornerstone  UMC,  locat¬ 
ed  at  5276  Bullard  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  will  host  the  show. 

Entrance  donation  is  $7.50  for  adults,  $1.00  for  children  6-12.  Child 
Care  for  children  under  6  is  available  by  reservation. 

Banker’s  Note  will  show  adult  clothing.  Lynley  will  show  children’s 
wear. 

Refreshments  will  be  served  following  the  show.  This  activity  helps  the 
Auxiliary  give  The  Home  over  $5,000  a  year.  Make  plans  now  to  support 
The  Methodist  Home  with  your  attendance. 


A  Child's  Prayer 

Weekly  vespers  is  a  time  when  many  religious  and  moral  value  subjects 
are  studied.  At  the  close  of  a  weekly  study  on  prayer,  the  children  were  giv¬ 
en  the  opportunity  to  write  their  own  prayer.  Here  is  one: 

Dear  precious  Lord, 

I  praise  your  name,  your  are  higher  than  all  gods,  the  giver  of  love,  a  per¬ 
fect  image. 

You  live  in  the  kingdom  of  eden,  while  we  live  in  this  treachous,  hateful, 
bruttle  world. 

You  give  us  so  much  food,  shelter,  clothing,  love  etc.  I  ask  forgiveness  of 
you  and  I  ask  you  to  help  me  forgive  others. 

Please  keep  us  from  all  tempting  ungodly,  bad  things. 

You  are  the  power,  the  kingdom,  and  the  glory  of  God. 

Forever  and  ever 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Amen. 

How  to  Live  Forever! 

For  103  years  the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  has  served  Children. 
The  changing  need  of  society,  the  mandates  of  Government,  and  New  Or¬ 
leans  area  having  over  70%  of  the  child  care  needs  in  Louisiana,  causes 
The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  to  grow  and  change  to  meet  the 
needs  in  today’s  society.  In  recent  years,  we  have  moved  from  only  being  an 
Emergency  Shelter  to  also  becoming  a  Treatment  and  Residential  Care  fa¬ 
cility. 

Once  we  have  prepared  our  children  to  leave  our  program,  we  do  not 
have  an  appropriate  place  to  send  them  for  their  next  step  of  development. 
That’s  where  we  need  a  few  strong  leaders  to  help  the  children. 

You  can  be  a  part  of  helping  us  develop  Group  Homes  for  our  children. 
Through  Planned  Giving,  Wills,  and  Trust  arrangements,  you  can  continue 
to  serve  Children  for  the  next  100  years  and  beyond. 

Perhaps  you  know  someone  we  should  contact?  Your  influence  might 
just  be  what  is  needed  to  give  them  a  vision  of  serving  children. 

Call  or  write  me:  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch  Jr.,  815  Washington  Ave.,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.  70130  or  phone  504/895-7709. 
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To  Pray 
Unceasingly 


Lent  is  exercise  time  for  the  soul.  It  is  a  good  time  to  tend  our  prayer 
life. 

Henri  J.  M.  Nouwen  has  said  that  “all  prayer  is  activity,  just  as  all 
generous  activity  (mixed  motive  and  all)  is  a  form  of  prayer.  Prayer  and 
action  are  one.  To  pray  is  a  form  of  the  verb  to  do,  while  to  do  is  a  form 
of  the  verb  to  pray.”  In  other  words,  Nouwen  tells  us  that  you  cannot 
separate  prayer  from  life.  This  is  the  meaning  of  the  phrase  “to  pray 
unceasingly." 

I  love  the  prayer  of  Thomas  a  Kempis,  born  1379  and  the  supposed 
author  of  The  Imitation  of  Christ: 

Grant  me,  O  Lord,  to  know  what  I  ought  to  know, 
to  love  what  I  ought  to  love, 
to  praise  what  delights  thee  most, 
to  value  what  is  precious  in  thy  sight, 
to  hate  what  is  offensive  to  thee. 

Do  not  suffer  me  to  judge  according  to  the  sight  of  my  eyes, 
nor  to  pass  sentence  according  to  the  hearing  of  the  ears 
of  the  ignorant  men; 

but  to  discern  with  a  true  judgment  between  things 
visible  and  spiritual, 

and  above  all,  always  to  inquire  what  is  the  good 
pleasure  of  thy  will. 


e~\ 


i-Persons — Churches — Events 


St.  Mark  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  is 
sponsoring  its  Annual  Spring  Re¬ 
vival,  April  8-11,  1990;  beginning 
nightly  at  6:30.  The  theme  for  this 
year’s  event  is  “Celebrate  and  Wit¬ 
ness:  Celebrate  God’s  Grace-Wit¬ 
ness  for  Jesus  Christ."  Dr.  Alfred  L. 
Norris  Sr.,  a  five  generation  UM 
preacher  and  President  of  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta 
will  be  the  guest  preacher.  A  native 
Louisianan,  Dr.  Norris  is  an  Elder 
in  Full  Connection  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  and  former 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  from  1980-1988,  and  is 
presently  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Publication  of  the  UMC,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  National  Advisory  Committee  on 
Church  and  Community  Ministry, 
an  arm  of  the  National  Division  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Mrs. 
Dorothy  S.  Collins  and  Mrs.  Johnye 
B.  Welch  are  Chairpersons  of  Evan¬ 
gelism;  Mrs.  Ida  S.  Phillips,  Worship 
Chairperson;  Mrs.  Inez  W.  Chrisen- 
tery,  Chairperson,  Administrative 
Board.  George  B.  Cooper,  Lay  Lead¬ 
er,  and  Rev.  Ken  Fisher,  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  in  Baker  will  hold  Re- 
vival  Services  Sunday,  April  8 
through  Wednesday,  April  11,  1990. 


Walk  for  the  Hungry 


The  New  Orleans  Chapter  of 
Bread  for  the  World  is  sponsoring 
the  Ninth  Annual  Walk  for  the 
Hungry  on  Saturday,  April  7,  at  9 
a.m.,  Beauregard  Circle  in  City 
Park.  Participants  for  this  Walk  for 
the  Hungry  will  serve  as  witnesses 
of  their  solidarity  with  the  millions 
who  suffer  from  a  lack  of  food  and 
shelter  around  the  world. 

The  theme  of  this  year’s  Walk  is 
“We  are  Family."  The  Walk  will 
conclude  the  events  of  Starvation 
Awareness  Week.  Over  2500  indi¬ 
viduals  participated  in  the  1989 


Walk  for  the  Hungry. 

"The  Walk  reminds  us  this  year 
that  we  are  a  family  of  nations,  a 
family  of  religions  and  a  family  of 
humankind,”  a  spokesperson  for 
the  event  said. 

All  proceeds  benefit  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Chapter  of  Bread  for  the 
World.  Participants  are  asked  to 
bring  a  non-perishable  food  item 
which  will  be  given  to  Second  Har¬ 
vesters  of  New  Orleans.  For  more 
information  on  the  Walk,  call  the 
Bread  for  the  World,  (504)  861- 
5830. 


Sharing  Year  Round  Ideas . . . 

Goal-setting  for  Apportionments 

Our  church  had  never  paid  its  apportionments  in  full.  We  decided 
to  do  something  about  the  situation.  We  set  a  new  goal:  to  continue 
full  payment  of  pension  and  benefits  and  a  minimum  of  10  percent 
on  all  other  apportionments.  We  had  a  special  appeal  on  the  third 
Sunday  of  each  month,  emphasizing  one  of  the  apportioned  items.  A 
brochure  and  a  special  offering  envelope  were  included  in  the  wor¬ 
ship  bulletin.  Before  the  offering  was  taken,  someone  explained  what 
the  apportionment  was  for  and  how  the  funds  were  used. 

We  exceeded  our  10-percent  goal.  We  paid  more  than  one-fourth  of 
our  other  apportionments  and  more  than  one-half  of  our  total  appor¬ 
tionments. 

—  Crystal  Springs  UMC,  San  Mateo,  Calif. 


Looking  Back  —  Moving  Ahead! 


t 


From  the  Istrouma  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  the  seeds  for  several 
younger  United  Methodist  churches 
were  sown.  Among  them,  the  Black- 
water  and  Broadmoor  UMC’s 
thrive  today.  Even  when  its  own 
membership  declined  to  less  than 
200,  the  congregation  was  still  giv¬ 
ing  “birth”  —  this  time  to  mission 
projects  addressing  the  needs  of  the 
poor  in  its  changing  neighborhood: 
the  Istrouma  Food  Pantry,  the  Free 


Clothes  Closet,  the  Fund  for  Others 
(co-sponsored  with  the  Wilboume 
and  North  Baton  Rouge  United 
Methodist  Churches),  and  the  Is¬ 
trouma  After  School  Program  (co¬ 
sponsored  with  the  Broadmoor 
UMC  and  the  YWCA).  The  recent 
location  of  the  Louisiana  Cross- 
Lines  poverty  program  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  at  the 
Istrouma  facility  has  further 
strengthened  the  congregation’s 


New  Task  Force  Formed 


Services  will  be  held  as  follows:  Sun¬ 
day,  April  8,  10:45  a.m.  and  6:30 
pm.:  Monday,  April  9,  7  pm.;  Tues¬ 
day,  April  10,  7  p.m.  Rod  Barnett, 
an  approved  UM  Evangelist  for  the 
West  Virginia  Conference  will  be  the 
guest  speaker.  He  has  been  a  pastor 
for  twelve  years  in  churches  of  the 
West  Virginia  Conference.  He  was 
approved  and  appointed  as  a  Con¬ 
ference  Evangelist  of  the  same  Con¬ 
ference  June  of  1984.  The  public  is 
invited  to  attend  the  event.  Rev. 
Lebn  Boggs  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Again  this  year  the  Noel  UMC 
Family  will  share  the  noonday  meal 
on  April  1 4  with  the  hungry  of  Shreve¬ 
port.  This  event  is  sponsored  by  the 
Mission  Work  Area  and  chaired  by 
Kathy  Mayeux  and  Betsy  Malone.  Dr. 
Charles  Simmons  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

On  March  14  the  Friendship 
Class  of  Grace  UMC  in  Ruston  met 
in  the  Fellowship  Hall  to  see  a  slide 
show  presented  by  Rev.  Bill  Willis 
of  his  trip  to  the  Holy  Land.  A  cov¬ 
ered  dish  luncheon  followed  the 
presentation.  Rev.  Willis  is  the 
Chaplain  and  Director  of  Christian 
Education  at  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  in  Ruston.  Rev.  Larry 
G.  Miller  is  pastor  of  Grace. 


The  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  Health  and  Welfare  Committee 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  voted  the  approval  of  the 
AIDS  Task  Force  at  their  meeting 
during  the  Convocation  of  Boards 
which  was  held  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  AIDS  Task  Force  chairman, 
Peter  M.  Braswell,  convened  the 
first  meeting  of  the  newly  formed 
group,  March  5  at  Rayne  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans.  Committee  members  in¬ 
clude:  Rev.  Jim  Wilson  —  Monroe; 
Rev.  Debbie  Drash  —  Kentwood; 
Rev.  Karen  Davis  —  Patterson; 
Bruce  Hearn  —  New  Orleans;  Bea 
Moak  —  Monroe;  Jo  Hale  — 
Monroe;  Rev.  Mike  Ricke  —  New 
Orleans;  Rev.  John  Downs  —  La- 
combe;  Rev.  Wilson  Brent  — 
Shreveport;  Peggy  Reed  —  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Rev.  Pat  Wadsworth  —  La¬ 
fayette;  Elizabeth  Hutton  —  New 
Orleans;  Rev  “Melissa  Draper  — 
New  Orleans.  Two  ex-officio  mem¬ 
bers  are  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
and  Mary  Margaret  Barr  of  Ruston. 

The  adoption  of  the  task  force 
mission  statement  was  approved  by 
the  new  committee.  HIV,  Human 
Immunodeficiency  Virus,  also 
known  as  the  “AIDS  virus,”  is  a 
disease  which  may  affect  all  persons 
in  all  walks  of  life.  The  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  AIDS  Task  Force”  pro¬ 
motes  specific  activities  for  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  following  ways:  1) 


Education  and  networking  with  ex¬ 
isting  local  programs  and  organiza¬ 
tions.  2)  Advocacy  for  rights  of 
HIV/AIDS  infected  persons,  as  well 
as  their  caregivers.  3)  Spiritual, 
Practical,  and  Emotional  support. 

Our  mission  is  to  encourage 
churches  to  actively  become  the 
healing,  out-stretched  hand  of 
Christ  in  the  midst  of  the  global 
AIDS  crisis,  to  advocate  for  the 
rights  of  HIV/AIDS  infected  per¬ 
sons,  to  oppose  all  forms  of  homo¬ 
phobia  and  prejudices  surrounding 
this  epidemic,  and  enable  laity  and 
clergy  to  be  caring  and  non-judge- 
mental.  By  doing  so,  maybe  a  place 
where  persons  infected  and  affected 
by  HIV/AIDS  may  realize  the  heal¬ 
ing,  compassionate  ministry,  love 
and  grace  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Immediate  activities,  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  its  mission  statement  in- 
clude  educational  workshops  at 
district  level  preachers’  meetings 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Bishop  Oden  continues  to  be  sup¬ 
portive  of  the  activities  planned  by 
the  AIDS  Task  Force  and  in  conver¬ 
sation  with  the  chairman  said,  “I 
want  this  committee  and  its  work 
affirmed  throughout  this  Confer¬ 
ence.” 

Persons  interested  in  planning  ac¬ 
tivities  or  becoming  members  of  the 
AIDS  Task  Force  may  contact  Peter 
M.  Braswell.  805  Hickory  Avenue, 
Harahan,  LA  70123,  (504)  737- 
5363. 


Clergy-Spouse  Retreat 
April  20-21 

“Growing  Together”  has  been  chosen  as  the  theme  for  the  1990  Clergy- 
Spouse  Retreat.  The  retreat  will  be  held  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  April  20 
and  21,  at  Camp  Istrouma.  The  camp  will  open  at  3:00  p.m.  on  Friday. 
The  retreat  will  begin  at  6:00  on  Friday  and  end  at  1:00  p.m.  on  Saturday. 

Marian  Wood  will  be  leading  the  group  sessions  on  the  topic,  “Marriage 
to  a  Minister.  A  Test  of  Christian  Values.”  Mrs.  Wood  has  been  in  private 
practice  of  marriage  and  family  therapy  for  fourteen  years.  She  has  pre¬ 
sented  numerous  workshops  and  appears  regularly  on  Channel  2  Noon 
News  in  Baton  Rouge  in  the  “Issues  and  Relationships”  segments. 

Marilyn  Oden,  wife  of  William  B.  Oden,  will  be  leading  the  devotionals 
and  the  communion  service.  Mrs.  Oden  has  authored  three  books  and  nu¬ 
merous  articles.  She  has  been  the  keynote  speaker  for  various  events,  led 
retreats  in  several  states  for  clergy  spouses  and  for  the  United  Methodist 
Women,  and  taught  in  Conference  Schools  of  Christian  Mission. 

The  cost  for  the  retreat  is  $20  for  the  entire  retreat  or  $15.00  per  day. 
The  deadline  for  registration  is  April  6.  Please  mail  your  registration  fee  to: 
Beverly  Lawson,  4734  Knight  Drive.  New  Orleans,  LA  70127. 

Camp  Istrouma: 

The  Camp  is  located  15  miles  northeast  of  Baton  Rouge  on  Highway  37 
at  Greenwell  Springs.  From  Baton  Rouge,  turn  north  on  Highway  37 
(Greenwell  Springs  Road)  from  Airline  Highway.  From  Hammond,  turn 
otl  1-12  (to  your  right)  and  follow  Highway  16  through  Denham  Springs 
turn  left  on  Highway  64  and  then  right  onto  Highway  37 


programs  of  outreach. 

And  now,  again,  Istrouma  gives 
birth  to  something  new.  Uniting 
with  two  other  churches  in  north 
Baton  Rouge  —  the  Winboume  and 
North  Baton  Rouge  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Churches  —  it  will  form  the 
Evangeline  United  Methodist 
Church  at  the  renovated  facility  at 
4260  Evangeline  Street  on  Easter 
Sunday,  April  15,  1990. 

The  members  of  the  Istrouma 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  wish  to  extend  an  invitation 
to  all  its  friends,  former  members 
and  former  pastors  to  attend  its  last 
Sunday  morning  service  of  worship 
in  the  sanctuary  on  Palm  Sunday, 
April  8,  1990,  at  9:30  a.m.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  worship  there  will  be  a 
brunch  reception  with  a  time  of 
“gathering  and  remembering”  led 
by  Rev.  Jerome  Cain,  one  of  Istrou- 
ma’s  beloved  former  pastors.  Mrs. 
Kitty  Gaushell,  a  former  organist 
for  the  church,  will  perform  at  both 
the  worship  and  reception. 


Istrouma  has  a  73  year  history  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  community.  It  be¬ 
gan  with  only  a  handful  of  people  in 
a  white  frame  house  in  1917,  but 
reached  its  peak  membership  of 
over  1400  during  the  1940’s  and 
50’s,  as  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
influential  Protestant  congregations 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

Many  pastors,  missionaries,  and 
Christian  educators  were  first  in¬ 
spired  to  seek  their  vocations  be¬ 
cause  of  their  roots  in  the  Istrouma 
congregation. 

While  the  Istrouma  congregation 
will  become  an  integral  -part  of  this 
new  beginning,  the  Istrouma  facility 
will  not  close.  On  Easter  Sunday  it 
will  become  the  Istrouma  Methodist 
Mission  Center,  sponsored  and  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
and  a  focal  point  for  its  outreach  on 
behalf  of  the  poor.  All  of  the  existing 
mission  programs  currently  housed 
there  will  continue  to  operate,  as 
well  as  several  new  ones. 


A  Unique  Project 
Stresses  Love 


The  Munholland  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Metairie  is  participat¬ 
ing  in  a  Lenten  program  called 
“Fasting  to  Feed,’’  whereby  on 
Good  Friday  the  participants  con¬ 
tribute  a  single  day’s  food  allowance 
to  be  distributed  to  community 
hunger  relief  organizations. 

Fasting  remains  a  long  standing 
form  of  worship,  self-sacrifice,  and 
self-discipline.  It  affords  us  the  op¬ 
portunity  for  physical  and  spiritual 
cleansing,  while  assisting  our  com¬ 
munity  in  the  fight  against  hunger. 
The  concept  is  a  pure  one;  denying 
yourself  for  the  benefit  of  helping 
others,  which  is  one  of  the  main 
ideas  of  the  Easter  season. 


“Fasting  to  Feed”  is  actually  a 
very  simple  idea  with  a  tremendous 
potential  for  even  greater  success 
with  more  Christian  involvement. 
It  is  one  day  out  of  one  year  for  one 
simple  solution  to  one  big  and 
growing  problem. 

The  “Fasting  to  Feed"  project 
has  two  motives,  the  love  of  God 
and  the  love  for  others.  Matthew 
25:40  assures  us,  “Truly  I  say  to 
you,  as  you  did  it  to  one  of  the  least 
of  these  my  brethren,  you  did  it  to 
me."  What  more  beautiful  way  to 
end  the  Lenten  season  than  to  be  a 
living  example  of  Christ  as  in  His 
sacrificial  triumph. 


Marian  Wood 


Marilyn  Oden 
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April  Conference  Calendar 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  Council  Directors  Meeting, 

San  Antonio,  Texas 

Listening  Post,  Walker  Church,  7:00  pm. 

Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Ruston  District 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Church  Development  Network 
Gathering,  New  Orleans 
Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 
BOM  Com.  on  Tmg.  &  Orders:  Deadline  for  material 
from  those  recommended  for  Probationary 
Membership.  Due  in  Registrar’s  Office. 

Centenary  College  Founders’  Day  Convocation  &  Picnic 
Easter 

Good  Samaritan  Observance 
Bishop’s  Reception  for  State  Senators  and 
Representatives,  Committee  Room  W  of  State  Capitol 
9:00  am.-l  1:00  a.m. 

BOM  Spring  Interviews  for  Associate  Members  and 
Local  Pastors 

Vision  2000  Steering  Committee,  Headquarters  Building, 
10:30  a.m. 

Legislative  Seminar,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 

8:00  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

Drew  University  Recruitment  Meeting  for  Doctor  of 
Ministry  Program,  Headquarters  Building  2:00-4:00  pm. 
UMW  Women’s  Division  Board  Meeting 
Sunday  School  Fair,  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette, 

9:30  a.m.-3:00  pm. 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  Broadmoor  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m. 

Rural  Ministers’  Fellowship,  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 
LeBlanc,  LA 

BOM  Com.  on  Tmg.  &  Orders:  Spring  Retreat,  Caney 
Conference  Centre 

National  Workshop  on  Christian  Unity,  Pittsburgh 
New  Orleans  District  Vacation  Bible  School  Team 
Training 

Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 
New  Orleans  District  Vacation  Bible  School  Team 
Training 

Clergy  Women's  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers 
Consultation  on  Cross-Racial  Ministry.  LeBaron  Hotel, 
Dallas 

Sunday  School  Fair,  Trinity  Church,  Ruston, 

9:30  a.m.-3:00  pm. 

UMW  Committee  Meetings,  David  Haas  Memorial  UMC, 
Bunkie 

Council  of  Bishops,  Detroit 
Youth  Service  Fund 
Heritage  Sunday 

Native  American  Awareness  Sunday 
Council  of  Bishops  Meeting,  Detroit 
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Suicide:  A  troubling  reality 


A  youth’s  poignant  words  over 
lunch  at  a  recent  church  symposium 
bespoke  a  troubling  broader  reality. 

"I’m  worried  about  being  here  this 
weekend,”  the  1 7-year-old  girl  said. 

"I’m  afraid  [my  friend]  will  kill  her¬ 
self  while  I’m  gone.  If  she  does.  I’ll  kill 
myself,  too  . . .  because  I  wasn’t  able 
to  help  her”  (see  UMR,  March  23). 

Participants  at  the  symposium  ti¬ 
tled  “Youth  and  the  Evangelization  of 
the  American  Culture”  had  just  been 
informed  about  the  “broader  reality” 
behind  such  expressions  of  anguish: 

From  1960  to  1982,  suicide 
among  people  ages  15-24  made  an 
“enormous  statistical  jump” — from 
5.2  to  12.5  per  100,000  people. 

In  short,  suicide  and  threats  of  sui¬ 
cide  are  increasingly  widespread  reali¬ 
ties  in  young  people’s  lives. 

Just  how  widespread  is  further 
underscored  in  a  recently  published 
book  edited  by  a  United  Methodist 
pastor  and  seminary  professor,  the 
Rev.  James  T.  Clemons  (“Perspec¬ 
tives  on  Suicide,"  Louisville,  Ky.: 
Westminster/John  Knox  Press). 

One  contributor  to  the  book  re¬ 
ports  that  suicide  is  the  third  leading 
cause  of  death,  after  accidents  and 
cancer,  among  people  ages  15-19. 

These  are  sobering  facts  that  we 
in  the  church  dare  not  ignore. 

At  the  very  least,  they  should  in¬ 
form  our  efforts  to  be  in  ministry 
with  and  to  young  people. 

Unfortunately,  many  adults  cling 
to  a  romanticized  view  of  adoles¬ 
cence  as  a  mostly  carefree,  happy 
time  of  life. 

Adults  often  ignore  or  simply  are 
oblivious  to  the  possibility  that 
youths  might  experience  such  emo¬ 


tional  or  spiritual  pain  that  suicide 
appears  to  be  a  justifiable  “way  out.” 

The  unhappy  truth  appears  to  be 
that  large  numbers  of  young  people 
experience  their  lives  as  a  “wilder¬ 
ness" — a  time  of  emotional  and 
spiritual  lostness  devoid  of  direc¬ 
tion,  meaning  and  hope. 

Compounding  matters  is  a  cli¬ 
mate  of  violence  in  our  society. 
That  climate  is  reinforced,  if  not  di¬ 
rectly  caused,  by  a  steady  media 
outpouring  of  programs  depicting 
violence — including  violence  di¬ 
rected  toward  oneself — as  a  “nor¬ 
mal”  way  to  solve  problems. 

As  Christians,  we  must  avoid  two 
common  but  equally  unacceptable 
extremes  in  dealing  with  such  reali¬ 
ties:  on  the  one  hand,  providing  glib 
“quick-fix"  answers;  and,  on  the  oth¬ 
er  hand,  assuming  that  young  people 
simply  will  “grow  out  of  it.” 

Rather,  we  must  seek  concrete 
ways  to  be  bearers  of  God’s  saving 
love  amid  the  “wilderness”  of  those 
who  have  attempted  suicide,  who 
have  thought  about  it,  or  who  have 
been  traumatized  by  it  as  family 
and  loved  ones  of  a  suicide  victim. 

At  a  minimum,  we  should  take 
the  following  steps: 

S  Openly  and  non-judgmentally 
acknowledge  that  the  problem  ex¬ 
ists  and  probably  touches  the  lives 
of  people  known  by  us. 

•f  Provide  opportunities  from 
the  pulpit,  in  discussion  groups  and 
one-on-one  relationships  to  talk 
about  suicide  from  a  Christian  faith 
perspective. 

v  Leam  as  much  as  possible 
about  biblical,  theological  and  ethi¬ 
cal  factors  related  to  suicide.  We 


We  Mjjpt  deal  with  anger 
for  congregations  to  grow 


Suicide  and  threats  of  suicide  are  increasingly  widespread  realities 
in  young  people's  lives  that  we  in  the  church  dare  not  ignore. 


recommend  in  addition  to  the  book 
named  above,  "Sermons  on  Sui¬ 
cide”  (Westminster/John  Knox 
Press),  also  edited  by  Dr.  Clemons. 


f  Become  familiar  with  our 
church’s  statement  on  suicide,  titled 
“Suicide:  A  Challenge  to  Ministry,” 
in  the  1988  Book  of  Resolutions. 


By  PAM  WYNN 

The  congregation  to  which  I  be¬ 
long  has  chosen  to  engage  in  a  revi¬ 
talization  process.  But  as  with  many 
churches  a  major  stumbling  block  is 
our  dysfunctional  communication. 

Open  conflict,  disagreement  and 
anger  are  avoided  to  preserve  what 
is  best  described  as  an  “everything 
is  all  right"  facade. 

However,  open,  honest  commu¬ 
nications  and  concerted  efforts  to 
listen  to  each  other  are  musts  for 
any  church  that  wishes  to  grow  in 
Christ’s  love  and  to  serve  Him. 

Our  congregation’s  first  step  was 
to  hold  a  revitalization  workshop 
that  started  our  two  major  age 
groups  talking  about  problems  we 
face  as  a  congregation. 

Concerns  openly  expressed 

It  was  at  the  follow-up  meeting 
that  members  openly  expressed 
their  concerns.  The  meeting  was  a 
tough  one.  Both  groups,  however, 
were  able  to  air  their  differing  per¬ 
ceptions  of  our  church. 

Each  group  began  to  listen  to  the 
other.  The  discussion  was  heated  at 
times.  There  was  great  discomfort 
when  anger  was  expressed.  Some 
perceived  others  as  hurtful.  Defen¬ 
siveness  abounded. 

Still,  each  person  spoke  without 
malice  and  with  the  intention  of 
discovering  how  we  could  renew 
our  commitment  to  Christ. 

Most  importantly,  open  conflict 
was  allowed  to  surface  and  to  be  ex¬ 
pressed.  Not  only  did  we  survive, 
but  it  was  a  significant  first  step  to- 


Letters  to  the  Editor- 


El  Salvador  column  assailed  and  affirmed 


The  March  16  column  headlined, 
"Church’s  leaders  should  rethink  El 
Salvador  stance,”  is  rippled  with 
misconception  and  misinformation. 

Ed  Robb  begins  his  argument  by 
reminding  us  that  “last  March.  El 
Salvador  held  an  election.” 

What  he  fails  to  note  is  the  mas¬ 
sive  corruption  surrounding  the 
elections.  Many  were  restricted  from 
voting  including  one-in-four  Salva¬ 
dorans  who  are  refugees  either  in¬ 
side  or  outside  of  the  country. 

The  poor  also  were  kept  from  vot¬ 
ing.  In  a  country  where  the  average 
annual  income  is  $300,  many  could 
not  afford  the  $60  to  obtain  a  new 
voting  card. 

Those  who  were  able  to  vote,  vot¬ 
ed  in  fear.  Each  ballot  after  being 
clearly  marked  with  a  thick  black 


marker  was  dropped  into  a  clear 
plastic  ballot  box. 

Anyone  standing  nearby,  includ¬ 
ing  death  squad  soldiers,  could 
clearly  read  the  top  ballots.  Presi¬ 
dent  Cristiani  “won”  these  obvious¬ 
ly  undemocratic  elections  with  less 
than  14  percent  of  the  possible  vote. 

Mr.  Robb  also  reminds  us  that  the 
Cristiani  government  opened  peace 
negotiations  with  the  FMLN  in  Sep¬ 
tember.  What  has  not  been  discussed 
is  the  content  of  these  negotiations. 
The  FMLN  sent  high-ranking  offi¬ 
cials  with  a  reasonable  peace  propos¬ 
al.  The  government  sent  low-ranking 
officials  with  no  decision-making 
power.  They  brought  no  peace  plan. 
They  simply  told  the  FMLN  to  lay 
down  their  arms. 


Mr.  Robb  faults  the  church  for  us¬ 
ing  one-sidedness  in  dealing  with  El 
Salvador.  One-sidedness  exists  not  in 
the  church  but  with  the  government. 
One-sidedness  is  when  three  percent 
of  the  population  in  El  Salvador  owns 
60  percent  of  the  arable  land. 

One-sidedness  is  when  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  sends  1.4  million  dollars  a 
day  to  a  government  that  has  killed 
over  60,000  civilians  in  the  past  10 
years  of  war. 

Mr.  Robb  needs  to  rethink  his  El 
Salvador  stance  by  looking  at  the 
human  cost  and  listening  to  the  cry 
of  the  people  rather  than  the  politi¬ 
cal  games  of  an  undemocratically 
elected  minority. 

Stephanie  Lind 
Sudbury,  Massachusetts 


oW C  Pontius'  Puddle 


CHORCH&OERS  (\RC  (K  STRANGrE  BREED, 
you  SPEND  THE  FIRST  18  YEARS 
TRYING- TO  GET  THElA  TO  HOLD  STILL- 


•AND  THE  REST  OF  THEIR 
LIVES  TRYING  TO  G-ET 
THEM  TO  MOVE  * 


'Right  on  target' 

Ed  Robb's  March  16  “Here  I 
Stand”  column  was  right  on  target. 
He  suggested  that  the  church  and 
the  Reporter  rethink  their  position 
regarding  El  Salvador.  I  think  his 
comments  were  fair  and  should  be 
given  serious  consideration. 

M.D.  Matthews 
Houston,  Texas 

I  have  a  deal  for  you 

Remember  Abraham’s  remarkable 
bargain  with  God  in  Genesis  18? 

It  ends  with  God  agreeing  not  to 
destroy  the  city  if  only  10  righteous 
people  are  there. 

I  would  like  to  strike  an  easier 
bargain  with  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society: 

I'll  join  the  board's  boycott  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  table  grapes  if  the  board  will 
name  one  farmer  who  deserves  to  be 
boycotted  out  of  the  800  who  raise  ta¬ 
ble  grapes,  i.e.,  a  farmer  who  has  not 
been  punished  adequately  already  un¬ 
der  the  California  law  (see  related  ar¬ 
ticle  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

One  reason  California's  annual 
conferences  have  not  joined  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
the  boycott  is  the  board’s  failure  to 
provide  a  task  force  with  any  infor¬ 
mation  leading  to  the  discovery  of  a 
farmer  who  should  be  boycotted. 

The  California-Nevada  Annual 
Conference  boycott  task  force  put 
in  hundreds  of  hours  trying  to  find 


table  grape  farmers  who  (a)  refuse 
to  engage  in  good  faith  bargaining 
with  a  legally  constituted  union,  (b) 
impede  or  prevent  free  and  fair 
elections  on  their  farms,  or  (c)  mis¬ 
use  pesticides  and  thus  jeopardize 
workers  in  their  fields. 

Even  without  the  help  it  request¬ 
ed  from  the  board,  the  task  force 
found  that  one  farm  was  in  viola¬ 
tion.  But  the  owners  had  been  fined 
and  jailed  and  were  being  put  out  of 
business  under  California’s  pace¬ 
setting  farm  labor  law. 

Board  members,  are  you  listening? 
How  can  there  be  social  and  econom¬ 
ic  justice  if  you  won’t  name  a  single 
violator  who  warrants  the  punish¬ 
ment  that  you  have  endorsed? 

Charles  A.  Woodworth 
Cut  Bank,  Montana 


A  'simple'  matter 

What  words  should  we  use  to  ad¬ 
dress  God  (see  UMR,  March  9)? 

Simple. 

If  we  are  Christians,  we  will  ad¬ 
dress  God  in  the  terms  used  by 
Christ  when  he  addressed  God. 

If  the  United  Methodist  “su¬ 
preme  court”  renders  a  different  de¬ 
cision,  its  privilege  of  calling  itself 
“Christian”  will  become  seriously 
suspect. 

Sam  Miller 

Tullahoma,  Tennessee 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

Pam  Wynn  is  a 
member  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  1 
Church,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  (Minnesota 
Annual  Conference). 

wards  renewal. 

Many  people  from  all  age  groups 
in  churches  across  the  nation  be¬ 
lieve  conflict  is  sinful  or  destructive 
and  must  be  avoided  at  all  costs. 

But  I  believe  that  we  cannot 
change  or  grow  without  tolerating 
honest  and  forthright  conflict  which 
is  sometimes  accompanied  by  anger. 

Paul  says  we  are  to  speak  the  truth 
in  love  (Ephesians  4:15).  The  truth  is, 
Christians  sometimes  are  angry. 

There  is  much  to  be  angry  about 
in  our  society.  Moreover,  we  Chris¬ 
tians  experience  anger  with  each 
other.  But  Paul  further  instructs 
Christians:  “Be  angry,  but  do  not 
sin”  (Ephesians  4:26). 

Act  in  spirit  of  love 

If  I  am  at  odds  with  others  in  my 
congregation,  but  truly  act  in  the  spir¬ 
it  of  love  and  from  a  desire  to  serve 
our  Lord,  it  will  not  be  detrimental  to 
us  as  the  body  of  Christ.  But  in  our 
anger  and  conflict  we  must  remem¬ 
ber,  “Let  all  that  you  do  be  done  in 
love,”  (I  Corinthians  16:14). 

We  must  act  out  of  love  for  our 
sisters  and  brothers  in  Christ  and 
our  conflict  must  come  from  a  de¬ 
sire  to  serve  our  Lord  Jesus.  I  must 
listen  to  others  who  also  serve  Him. 
1  cannot  discard  what  others  offer 
simply  because  of  an  age  difference 
or  an  opposing  point  of  view. 

At  the  same  time,  I  must  not  re¬ 
main  silent  when  I  disagree  with  de¬ 
cisions,  policies,  etc.,  to  avoid 
conflict  or  simply  because  “it  has 
always  been  done  that  way.” 

Also,  it  is  important  for  my 
church  to  listen  to  what  I  feel  is  im¬ 
portant  in  worshipping  and  follow¬ 
ing  Christ.  I  expect  to  share  in  the 
power  of  our  lives  together. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
agree  with  everything  that  hap¬ 
pens  within  my  congregation  as 
long  as  we  as  a  people  accept 
Christ  as  our  Divine  Saviour  and 
prayerfully  follow  His  will. 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Truly,  truly,  I  say  to  you,  he  who 
hears  my  word  and  believes  him 
who  sent  me,  has  eternal  life;  he 
does  not  come  into  judgment,  but 
has  passed  from  death  to  life.” 
(RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Mark  10:15) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  2 

Monday:  Psalms  116:1-9 
Tuesday:  Psal ms  116:11-19 
Wednesday:  Ezekiel  37:1-14 
Thursday:  John  11:1-16 
Friday:  John  11:1 7-45 
Saturday:  Romans  8: 1  -5 
Sunday:  Romans  8:6-1 1 


What  others  are  saying; 


“Why  are  people  who  identify 
God — not  politics  or  human  en¬ 
deavor — as  responsible  for  chang¬ 
ing  world  events  not  taken  seriously 
by  the  [secular]  media?  In  conclud¬ 
ing  that  God  isn’t  important,  the 
press  is  trying  to  play  God  itself.” 

— Barbara  Reynolds,  “Inquiry”  edi¬ 
tor,  USA  Today 

*  *  * 

“Four  criteria  derived  from  Chris¬ 


tian  faith  help  us  to  evaluate  the  de¬ 
velopment  and  use  of  technology. 
First,  technology  should  not  foster 
disintegration  of  family  or  commu¬ 
nity,  or  function  as  an  instrument  of 
social  domination.  Second,  persons 
created  in  the  image  of  God  must 
not  become  mere  accessories  of  ma¬ 
chines.  Third,  as  God’s  stewards,  we 
must  not  allow  technology  to  abuse 
creation.  . . .  Finally,  we  should  not 


allow  technological  advancements  to 
become  objects  of  false  worship  or 
seduce  us  away  from  dependence  on 
God  (Genesis  1 1:1-9). 

— The  Oxford  Declaration  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Faith  and  Economics,  signed  in 
January  by  77  Christians  worldwide, 
including  the  Rev.  Stephen  Mott, 
United  Methodist  ethicist,  Gordon- 
Conwell  Theological  Seminary 
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Join  in  organizing  a  new 
Clergy  Reading  Groupl 


IF  you  are  like  most  pastors,  you 
are  usually  covered  up  with 
everyday  responsibilities  and 
don't  seem  to  make  the  time  for 
engaging  your  colleagues  in  stimulat¬ 
ing  discussion  about  books  you  read  in 
common.  Now  you’ll  have  some  help 
in  organizing  a  discussion  group! 
Cokesbury  is  sponsoring  the  formation 
of  Clergy  Reading  Groups  to  give  you 
and  other  United  Methodist  pastors  in 
your  area  an  opportunity  to  meet 
monthly  to  discuss  a  current  book  that 
can  help  expand  your  mental  horizons. 
And,  with  or  without  a  local  group, 
you  can  discuss  the  book  with  its 
authors  during  nationally  televised 
videoconferences! 

The  first  book  selected,  Resident 
Aliens,  by  William  Willimon  and 
Stanley  Hauerwas,  addresses  critical 
issues  of  the  nature  of  the  church  and 
the  role  of  the  pastor,  providing  ample 
fuel  for  stimulating  discussion. 


Here’s  how  you  can  get  started: 

•  To  help  organize  a  Clergy  Reading 
Group  in  your  area,  contact  your 
Cokesbury  store,  call  other  United 
Methodist  pastors,  or  contact  your 
Conference  office  or  district  superin¬ 
tendent. 

•  Order  your  copy  of  the  book  to  be 
discussed.  The  first  book,  Resident 
Aliens:  Life  in  the  Christian  Colony 
(A01-361591;  S9.95),  is  available  at 
your  Cokesbury  store  or  call  toll  free 
1-800-672-1789.  Order  6  or  more  for 
only  S8.95  each,  plus  transportation 
and  sales  tax,  if  applicable. 

•  Look  for  a  Clergy  Reading  Group 
study  guide  in  Circuit  Rider  magazine. 

•  Seek  access  to  a  satellite  dish  as  your 
group’s  meeting  site  so  you  can  take 
part  in  the  Clergy  Reading  Group 
Videoconference. 

The  series  of  one-hour  programs  for 
members  of  Clergy  Reading  Groups 


will  begin  with  a  videoconference  on 
CSTN,  the  Cokesbury  Satellite  Televi¬ 
sion  Network,  on  Tuesday,  March  6, 
from  11:30a.m.  to  12:30p.m.,  Central 
time. 

The  first  videoconference,  featuring  a 
discussion  with  author  Willimon,  is  on 
CSTN  Tuesday,  April  3, 11:30  a.m.  to 
12:30  p.m.  Central  time.  Pastors  will 
call  in  questions  and  comments  during 
the  “live”  program. 

Subsequent  CSTN  Clergy  Reading 
Group  Videoconferences  are  sche¬ 
duled  May  1,  October  2,  and  No¬ 
vember  6.  Watch  for  announcements 
of  other  upcoming  books  and  authors. 
Act  now!  Order  your  copy  of  Resident 
Aliens  today!  And  start  organizing  your 
area’s  Clergy  Reading  Group/ 

CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR 

COKESBURY  STORE 

ORDER  FROM  YOUR 
COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER 

ORDER  TOLL  FREE: 

1-800-672-1789 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


EXPENSES  TO  BE  PAID:  The 

church’s  special  Committee  to  Study  Homosex¬ 
uality  agreed  at  its  March  9-12  meeting  in  Bos¬ 
ton  to  pay  expenses  for  people  invited  to  meet 
with  the  group  as  consultants,  including  those 
who  share  personal  experiences  about  homosex¬ 
uality.  The  decision  was  prompted  partly  by 
charges  from  a  representative  of  the  unofficial 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action.  She  as¬ 
serted  that  the  committee  had  discriminated 
against  homosexuals  by  not  paying  expenses  for 
such  persons  invited  to  consult  with  the  com¬ 
mittee.  The  new  policy  is  retroactive  but  does 
not  apply  to  organized  advocacy  groups  invited 
to  share  a  particular  perspective  with  the  com¬ 
mittee. 


BUSH  IS  CHALLENGED:  The  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Conference  of  Presidents  of  Major 
American  Jewish  Organizations  has  called  on 
the  Bush  administration  to 
come  up  with  a  clear  policy 
on  the  status  of  East  Jerusa¬ 
lem  following  a  series  of 
statements  that  he  said 
have  resulted  in  mixed  sig¬ 
nals  on  the  matter.  In  his 
capacity  as  head  of  the  um¬ 
brella  group  that  represents 
48  major  national  Jewish  George  Bush 
organizations,  Seymour  D.  Reich  declared  that 
recent  administration  statements  on  Jerusalem 
and  other  aspects  of  U.S.  Middle  East  policy 
have  undermined  the  confidence  necessary  for 
Israel  to  take  risjts  for  peace. 

ON-SITE  VISIT  SCHEDULED:  The 

United  Methodist  University  Senate,  which  re¬ 
views,  approves  and  recommends  schools  for 
relationship  with  the  church,  will  conduct  an 
on-site  investigation  into  the  relationship  of 
Teikyo-Westmar  University  (Iowa)  with  the 
church  April  9-11.  In  a  highly  controversial 
move,  the  institution,  formerly  Westmar  Col¬ 
lege,  was  reorganized  recently  as  an  extenstion 
of  an  international  Japanese  university.  The 
Iowa  Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Campus  Ministry  is  withholding  a  $94,000 
annual  allocation  to  the  school  pending  results 
of  the  University  Senate  investigation. 

FLOOD  DAMAGES:  The  Elba  (Ala.) 
United  Methodist  Church  was  submerged 
March  17  when  the  Pea  River  burst  through  a 
levee  and  ripped  like  a  tidal  wave  through  the 
town.  The  70-year-old  church  was  one  of  four 
downtown  churches  damaged  in  a  flood  that  hit 
much  of  United  Methodism’s  Alabama-West 
Florida  Annual  Conference.  All  furnishings,  of¬ 
fice  equipment,  supplies  and  records  were  dam¬ 
aged  in  the  church.  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  has  donated  $10,000  to 
the  congregation.  Contributions  for  Alabama 
Disaster  Relief  may  be  made  to  Advance 
#901130-0. 


SOVIETS,  VATICAN  SPEAK:  After 

nearly  seven  decades  of  silence,  the  Vatican  and 
the  Soviet  Union  recently  established  "perma¬ 
nent  official  contacts,”  thus 
taking  the  first  step  toward 
full,  formal  diplomatic  rela¬ 
tions  and  the  likelihood  of  a 
papal  visit  to  the  Soviet 
Union.  The  exchange  of 
ambassadors  for  the  first 
time  since  relations  were 
broken  off  in  1923  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  triumph  for  Sovi-  Mikhail  Gorbachev 
et  leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev,  whose 
groundbreaking  visit  to  Rome  last  Dec.  1  was 
an  open  bid  for  papal  approval.  But  it  also  rep¬ 
resents  the  culmination  so  far  of  two  decades  of 
Vatican  "Ostpolitik,”  the  Holy  See’s  policy,  be¬ 
gun  in  the  late  1960s,  of  creating  contacts  with 
Eastern  bloc  nations  in  order  to  improve  condi¬ 
tions  for  the  church  in  that  region. 


3rd  EARTH  DAY  APRIL  22:  Each 

active  United  Methodist  bishop  has  been  asked 
to  write  a  pastoral  letter  urging  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  study  and  act  “regarding  the  stewardship 
of  God’s  creation”  as  part  of  the  observance  of 
the  third  Earth  Day  on  April  22,  The  bishops 
decided  on  their  involvement  at  the  November 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  Bishops.  The  first 
Earth  Day  in  1970  resulted  in  clean  air  and 
clean  water  legislation  around  the  world. 

GLASNOST  AT  CHURCH:  You 

can  count  on  us  to  be  a  good  neighbor,"  said  An¬ 
drei  Parastaev,  first  secretary  of  the  massive  new 
Soviet  embassy  just  a  few  hundred  yards  from  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  Washington. 
Mr.  Parastaev  and  two  dozen  other  members  of 
the  Soviet  Union’s  embassy  delegation  were 
guests  at  a  worship  service  at  St.  Luke’s  to  cele¬ 
brate  "new  openness  and  deepen  the  friendship 
between  Soviet  and  American  citizens,”  said  the 
Rev.  Andrew  L.  Gunn,  pastor. 


FEARS  CALLED  JUSTIFIED:  East 

German  Prime  Minister  Hans  Modrow  recently 
told  an  American  rabbi  that  fears  of  a  resurgent 
anti-Semitism  in  a  reunited  Germany  are  defi¬ 
nitely  justified  in  the  light  of  the  formation  of  a 
multi-party  landscape.  The  letter  to  Rabbi  Mar¬ 
vin  Hier,  dean  of  the  Simon  Wiesenthal  Center 
in  Los  Angeles,  followed  concerns  raised  by  Rab¬ 
bi  Hier  over  whether  a  reunited  Germany  would 
take  steps  to  educate  its  citizens  about  the  Holo¬ 
caust  and  provide  legal  sanctions  against  bigotry. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Birth  defects:  What  is  pastor's  role ? 


By  RITA  HEALY 

DENVER— When  a  church- 
member’s  child  is  born  with  birth 
defects,  the  family  often  seeks 
help  from  the  pastor. 

With  that  reality  in  mind  and 
at  the  request  of  the  Denver-area 
medical  community,  United 
Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  recently  sponsored  a 
one-day  conference  on  ‘‘Birth 
Defects  and  Pastoral  Care.” 

Speakers  and  workshops  ad¬ 
dressed  moral  and  ethical  issues 
created  by  advancing  genetic 
technology.  People  affected  in¬ 
clude: 

✓  Couples  grieving  over  mis¬ 
carriages  and  infant  deaths; 

✓  Couples  who  learn  through 
genetic  testing  and  counseling 
that  there  are  problems  with  a 
pregnancy  or  that  their  reproduc¬ 
tive  options  are  limited; 

/  Parents  who  have  given 
birth  to  a  child  with  birth  de¬ 
fects. 

Keynote  speaker  was  Dr.  Rob¬ 
ert  C.  Baumiller  from  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  director  of 
Georgetown  University’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Genetics,  Department  of 
Obstetrics  and  Gynecology.  Oth¬ 
er  lecturers  were  from  the  Den¬ 
ver  area. 

Speakers  said  geneticists  worry 
about  people  they  see  who  may 
suddenly  face  life  and  death  deci-’ 
sions. 

For  example,  a  couple  rejoices 
over  a  long-desired  pregnancy. 
Because  of  the  woman's  age,  am¬ 
niocentesis,  a  test  of  the  amniotic 
fluid  for  abnormal  chromo¬ 
somes,  is  performed. 


Test  results  show  that  the  baby 
will  be  born  with  Down’s  syn¬ 
drome. 

Tests  also  show  that  the  fetus 
is  a  boy,  which  the  couple  has  al¬ 
ways  wanted. 

The  geneticists  say  their  task  is 
to  relay  this  information  in  a 
nondirective  way.  They  stress  the 
“nondirective,”  for  all  of  the 
speakers  agree  that  it  is  not  their 
task  to  make  decisions  for  the 
couple  nor  to  influence  the  cou¬ 
ple’s  decision.  The  geneticist’s 
task,  they  say,  is  to  help  the  cou¬ 
ple  implement  whatever  action  is 
chosen. 

This  is  where  the  geneticists 
want  help. 

Recognizing  that  more  than 
purely  medical  issues  are  at 
stake,  the  geneticists  say  they 
would  like  to  be  able  to  refer 
their  patients  to  clergy  for  coun¬ 
seling.  Yet  they  fear  sending  their 


Birth  defects.  What  are  United 
Methodists  doing?  What  can  be 
done? 

■  The  United  Methodist  Task 
Force  on  Genetics,  a  sub-unit  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  will  submit 
a  preliminary  report  on  the  is¬ 
sues  of  genetic  research  and  tech¬ 
nology  to  annual  conferences  this 
summer.  A  final  report  will  be 
submitted  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1992. 

■  A  member  of  this  task  force, 
Dr.  Frank  D.  Seydel,  Ph  D., 
M.Div.,  Division  of  Genetics  at 


patients  to  unknown  ministers, 
some  of  whom  might  say,  “Trust 
God,  and  everything  will  be 
O.K.” 

That’s  not  bad  advice,  says  Dr. 
Baumiller.  It  just  doesn’t  go  far 
enough. 

In  some  religious  traditions, 
the  couple  might  feel  compelled 
to  bear  the  child  heroically  de¬ 
spite  his  assured  future  difficul¬ 
ties,  he  said.  Yet  20  percent  of  all 
U.S.  health  costs  are  due  to  ge¬ 
netic  diseases,  and  nationally 
40,000  babies  die  of  birth  defects 
each  year. 

In  other  religious  traditions, 
the  couple  may  feel  comfortable 
terminating  the  pregnancy  and 
later  find  themselves  suffering 
grief,  anger,  a  crisis  of  faith  or 
guilt,  he  said. 

Dr.  Baumiller  mentioned  a 
woman  who  terminated  a  preg¬ 
nancy  involving  a  child  with 


Georgetown  University  School  of 
Medicine,  has  compiled  a  bibli¬ 
ography:  “Resources  for  Clergy 
in  Human  Genetic  Problems.” 
The  publication  is  available  from 
the  National  Center  for  Educa¬ 
tion  in  Maternal  and  Child 
Health. 

■  The  1 8-member  panel  devel¬ 
oping  a  new  Book  of  Worship  ap¬ 
proved  at  its  recent  meeting  a 
new  “Service  of  Hope”  for  fam¬ 
ilies  grieving  over  a  miscarried 
pregnancy. 

“Of  all  the  services  people  want¬ 
ed,  this  was  one  of  the  most  re¬ 


medical  defects.  Two  years  later 
she  discovers  that  she  has  breast 
cancer.  She  comes  into  his  office 
consumed  with  guilt,  convinced 
that  her  illness  is  divine  retribu¬ 
tion. 

From  long  experience.  Dr. 
Baumiller  knows  that  the  suffer¬ 
ing  woman  must  be  offered  for¬ 
giveness  and  reconciliation. 

“A  lot  of  people  return  to  the 
church  in  these  situations,”  Dr. 
Baumiller  said. 

He  quotes  a  father  who  experi¬ 
enced  the  loss  of  an  infant:  “  ‘My 
minister  came  to  the  hospital.  He 
hugged  me  and  he  cried.' 

“That’s  all  you  have  to  do,” 
said  Dr.  Baumiller.  “You  can 
share  that  moment  and  be  there 
at  that  time.” 

A  minister  might  encounter 
thousands  of  variants  on  the 
theme  of  birth  defects,  geneticists 
said.  They  don’t  find  any  prob- 


quested,”  says  the  Rev.  Ann  B. 
Sherer  of  Nacogdoches,  Texas,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  release  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  News  Service. 

“Meeting  spiritual  and  emotion¬ 
al  needs  of  grieving  families  is  top 
priority,”  she  added. 

Lecturers  and  panelists  at  the 
March  13  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
“Birth  Defects  and  Pastoral  Care” 
conference  (see  related  story 
above)  mentioned  a  variety  of 
ways  that  local  congregations  can 
reach  out  to  families  affected  by 
birth  defects  and  genetic  disorders: 

/  While  one  woman’s  infant  son 


lem  with  that,  reasoning  that 
clergy  are  trained  to  respond  to 
deep  human  needs  and  have  giv¬ 
en  more  thought  to  ethical  and 
moral  considerations  than  the 
average  person. 

To  help  them  in  the  hard  task 
of  counseling,  clergy  at  the  Iliff 
conference  were  given  catalogues 
of  resource  materials,  phone 
numbers  of  related  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  information  about 
support  groups. 

Said  Dr.  Baumiller:  “Your  in¬ 
volvement  and  your  knowledge 
are  extremely  important.” 

Financial  assistance  for  the 
Iliff  conference  came  from  The 
March  of  Dimes,  the  famed  in¬ 
ternational  charity  which  shifted 
its  emphasis  years  ago  from  polio 
to  birth  defects. 

Ms.  Healy  is  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  laywoman  and  freelance  writ¬ 
er  in  Golden,  Colo. 


was  dying  in  a  local  hospital,  wom¬ 
en  of  the  church  cooked  dinner  for 
the  family  for  three  months. 

S  Another  speaker  suggested 
that  members  of  the  church  offer 
themselves  as  relief  babysitters  for 
mothers  housebound  with  sick 
children,  perhaps  even  on  Sunday 
mornings  so  that  parents  may  oc¬ 
casionally  worship  together. 

•f  And  another  suggested  that 
ministers  be  more  direct  in  their 
concern.  Instead  of  asking,  “How 
are  things  going?”  ask  “How’s 
Joey?” 

—RITA  HEALY 


What  United  Methodists  are  doing 


UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BY  JAMES  STEELE 


Not  to  be  confused  with  . . . 

MONTGOMERY,  Ala. — Two  simultaneous  events  representing,  at  the  very  least,  an  in¬ 
congruous  juxtaposition  of  words  were  advertised  recently  on  this  Montgomery  billboard. 
The  bishop's  event  drew  more  than  5,000  Alabama-West  Florida  United  Methodists  to  a 
conference  on  evangelism.  One  week  later  a  similar  event  in  Pensacola,  Fla.,  drew  even 
more — 7,500,  many  of  whom  traveled  flooded  highways  to  get  there. 


Social-action  agency 
orders  cuts  in  staff 


The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  top  social  action  agen¬ 
cy,  faced  in  recent  years  with  de¬ 
clining  revenues  and  rising  costs, 
has  adopted  a  reorganization 
that  will  eliminate  several  staff 
positions  by  July  1. 

The  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society's  92  elected  directors 
approved  a  “staff  restructure” 
March  16  that  General  Secretary 
Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett  said  is 
necessary  because  of  a  projected 
1 990  deficit  of  almost  $300,000. 

However,  some  agency  staff 
members,  speaking  on  condition  of 
anonymity,  questioned  the  nature 
of  the  agency’s  deficit  and  the  way 
the  new  staff  design  was  created. 

Mr.  Fassett  attributed  the  sud¬ 
den  deficit  to  a  $60,000  jump  in 
health  insurance  costs  for  the 
agency  this  year,  as  well  as  de¬ 
clining  investment  income  and 


“rising  fixed  costs”  such  as  travel 
and  overhead. 

A  somewhat  different  perspec¬ 
tive  was  offered  by  a  senior  staff 
member  who  said  that  “creative 
accounting”  had  led  to  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  deficit. 

The  deficit  then  was  used  to 
justify  a  new,  more  centralized 
staff  hierarchy  in  which  Mr.  Fas¬ 
sett  would  “be  able  to  call  staff¬ 
ers  to  heel  more  easily,” 
according  to  the  staff  member. 

However,  most  staff  and  board 
members  said  they  recognized  that 
cutbacks  seemed  inevitable.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  that  realization  had  not 
softened  the  blow  for  them. 

Associate  Editor  Stephen  L. 
Swecker  compiled  this  article 
from  reports  by  Religious  News 
Service >  United  Methodist  News 
Service  and  other  sources. 


East  German  pastor 
on  government  panel 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

A  United  Methodist  pastor 
in  East  Berlin  is  among  church 
leaders  asked  to  help  organize 
East  Germany’s  newly-elected 
parliament. 

That  is  one  positive  result  of 
the  nation’s  March  18  elec¬ 
tions,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Martin  Lange.  In  addition  to 
serving  a  local  church,  he  is 
also  chief  executive  of  East 
Germany’s  council  of 
churches. 

But  the  mood  among  East 
German  Christians  about 
their  country’s  move  away 
from  communist  rule  via  rap¬ 
id  political  and  social  changes, 
while  generally  hopeful,  is  not 
uniformly  positive,  according 
to  Mr.  Lange. 

He  pointed  out  during  a 
telephone  interview  with  the 
Reporter  that  his  country’s 
elections  did  not  result  in  a 
large  enough  majority  for  any 
opposition  party  to  form  a 
new  government. 

“I’ve  been  personally  invit¬ 
ed  to  consult  with  different 
groups  to  share  our  experience 
on  the  ‘roundtable,’  ”  Mr. 
Lange  said. 

The  “roundtable”  to  which 
he  referred  was  a  series  of  16 
top-level  political  meetings 
conducted  since  December 
until  they  were  discontinued 


March  12. 

Mr.  Lange  and  two  other 
church  leaders  were  co-moder¬ 
ators  of  the  meetings  which 
brought  together  leaders  of 
some  19  political  and  special 
interest  groups  opposed  to 
East  Germany’s  communist 
government. 

The  roundtable  discussions, 
Mr.  Lange  pointed  out,  were 
historic  in  that  they  were  his 
country’s  first  open  experience 
with  democratic  methods 
since  the  Communist  Party 
took  power  in  1 949. 

Church  groups  also  have 
been  invited  to  send  representa¬ 
tives  to  top-level  meetings  re¬ 
garding  the  future  role  of  the 
media,  Mr.  Lange  said.  This 
contrasts  with  the  total  control 
of  the  media  by  the  previous 
communist  government. 

Moreover,  he  said,  active  dis¬ 
cussion  is  going  on  “in  all  the 
churches”  about  the  possibility 
of  his  country’s  reunification 
with  West  Germany.  The  dom¬ 
inant  question,  he  said,  is  not 
whether  reunification  should 
happen  but  on  what  timeta¬ 
ble — immediately  or  several 
years  from  now. 

Mr.  Lange  was  quick  to 
point  out,  however,  that  al¬ 
though  these  and  other 
changes  are  “encouraging,”  he 
also  sees  among  people  in  his 
East  Berlin  congregation  signs 
of  confusion  and  even  fear. 


Churches  not  hurt 
by  baseball  delay 

By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

Churches  in  Florida  and  Arizona, 
where  most  major  league  teams 
have  spring  training,  seemingly  felt 
few  negative  effects  from  the  major 
leagues’  32-day  lockout. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  A.  Mitchell,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  of  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Bradenton,  Fla., 
spring  home  of  the  Pittsburgh  Pi¬ 
rates,  summed  up  what  other  church 
officials  said  in  different  ways: 

“I  don’t  think  spring  training  af¬ 
fects  churches  very  much.” 


Explore 
Ministry 
At  Our 
Expense! 


Would  you  or  someone  you  know 
like  to  learn  more  about  the  ministry  at  a 
United  Methodist  seminary'1 
•one  year  tuition  grant 
•choose  from  13  excellent  institutions 


$ 


For  more  information  contact; 
The  Rev.  James  L.  Oman 
Lilly  Endowment  Project 
P.  0.  Box  871 
Nashville,  TN  87202 
(615)  340-7412 


‘  ‘A  Tradition  of  Excellence’  ’ 

A  project  of  the 
Association  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Schools 


Asbury 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


Discover  the  joy  of  Asbury's 
Mission  for  Ministry 

For  65  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have 
served  at  the  forefront  of  Christ's  army  of 
compassion  around  the  world  as  ministers, 
missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 

Now,  you  can  be  a  part  of  Asbury's  effective 
servant-leader  team. 

If  you  feel  called  to  Christian  ministry  prepare 
yourself  where  faculty  and  studens  stand  true 
to  biblical,  Wesleyan,  evangelical  beliefs. 

Let  us  show  you  how  to  combine  the  strength 
of  your  Christian  commitment  with  Asbury's 
mission  for  ministry 
Accredited  graduate  degree  programs 
for  Christian  leadership  include: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 

•  Research:  Biblical  Studies;  Theological  Studies 

•  Specialization:  Christian  Education. 

Church  Music;  Parish  Counseling; 

World  Mission  and  Evangelism;  Youth  Ministry 
Dual  Degree:  Masterof  Divinity  .  Master  of  Arts  - 
Pastoral  Counseling 
Master  of  Theology  in  World  Mission 
and  Evangelism 
Doctor  of  Misslology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 

Cooperative  Programs  (University  of  Kentuckyl 
Master  of  Social  Work  (UKI  and  M.Div. 
orM.A.  lAsburyl 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UKl 
Special  Continuing  Education  Leadership 
Minstenal  programs 

Let  s  talk  about  ways  you  can  find  your  place  In 
Asbury's  mission  for  ministry 

Asbury 
Theological 
Seminary 

WUmore,  KY  40390 

Call  1  800  2-ASBURY 


APPROVED  BY' THE 
UNIVERSITY  SENATE  OF  THE 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


In  Kentucky  16061 858-3581. 

Eastern  time  zone. 

For  student  enrollment  information,  ask 
for  Admissions  For  other  information,  ask 
for  Development 


The  United  Methodist 
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Faith  at  work 


MARCH  30,  1990 


Faith 

connections 

COMMITTEE  WILL  LISTEN:  The 

Rev.  Nancy  S.  Yamasaki,  chairwoman  of  the 
church's  special  Committee  to  Study  Homosex¬ 
uality,  announced  plans  at  the  committee’s 
March  9-12  meeting  for  as  many  as  six  regional 
"listening  posts" — one  in  each  of  the  church’s 
five  U.S.  jurisdictions  and  one  outside  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States — to  allow  individuals  and  groups  to 
meet  with  committee  members.  Ms.  Yamasaki 
said  the  first  “listening  post”  will  be  April  28  at 
Drew  University  in  Madison.  N.J.  Individuals 
or  groups  wishing  to  meet  with  committee 
members  are  invited  to  do  so  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pense.  They  must  notify  the  committee  by  April 
9  of  their  intent  by  writing  to  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries,  601  W.  Riverview 
Ave.,  Dayton,  Ohio  45406. 

RECLAIM  GADFLY  ROLE:  The  de¬ 
nomination’s  oldest  ethnic  caucus  was  urged  re¬ 
cently  to  reclaim  its  role  as  gadfly  and  prod  the 
church  toward  three  things:  eradicate  racism 
from  its  structures,  stop  reneging  on  spoken 
commitments  to  empower  black  church  leaders, 
and  minister  with  the  black  community.  The 
Rev.  Phylemon  Titus,  a  Detroit  district  superin¬ 
tendent,  said  that  in  order  for  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal  to  be  an  effective  gadfly, 
the  caucus  must  seek  financial  independence 
from  church  agencies  and  encourage  support  of 
grass-roots  black  United  Methodists.  "Time  has 
run  out  for  us  to  look  to  others  to  write  checks 
for  us  to  cash,"  he  said. 

HUSTON  HONORED:  The  Rev 

Robert  W.  Huston,  retiring  this  year  as  general 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  has  been  hailed  for  his 
work  in  behalf  of  the  effort  to  unite  nine  U.S. 
Protestant  churches.  Leaders  of  the  Consulta¬ 
tion  on  Church  Union  said  at  a  meeting  in  Min¬ 
neapolis  that  Dr.  Houston  has  served  both  as 
“an  architect  and  an  anchor”  of  the  movement 
that  began  30  years  ago.  Dr.  Huston  “has  insist¬ 
ed  that  we  . . .  measure  our  work  always  by  the 
plumb  line  of  God’s  will  for  the  wholeness  of 
life,”  consultation  leaders  said. 

OFFERING  OF  LETTERS':  Support 

for  the  "Harvest  of  Peace  Resolution”  recently 
introduced  in  Congress  is  being  asked  of 
churches  through  Bread  for  the  World’s  1990 
“Offering  of  Letters”  campaign.  The  "Harvest 
of  Peace  Resolution”  calls  for  all  nations  to  cut 
military  spending  in  half  by  the  year  2000  and 
redirect  those  resources  toward  ending  hunger. 
Many  United  Methodists  have  participated  in 
earlier  letter  campaigns. 

MORE  BILINGUAL  WORSHIP:  a 

new  Korean-English  United  Methodist  Hymnal 
was  unveiled  at  the  recent  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  meeting  in  Nashville.  The  hymnal 
was  published  with  funds  from  the  board’s  Eth¬ 
nic  Minority  Local  Church  Concerns  commit¬ 
tee.  The  Rev.  Peter  Y.K.  Sun,  a  representative 
of  the  National  Association  of  Korean  Ameri¬ 
can  United  Methodists,  said  the  new  hymnal 
would  enhance  bilingual  worship  in  Korean 
congregations,  particularly  those  in  which  Kore¬ 
an-speaking  parents  and  English-speaking  chil¬ 
dren  worship  together. 

Compiled  from  staff  and  wire  reports 


Black  community  workers  battle  drugs 

UM  training  event  reverberates  with  fear,  frustration  about  addiction  epidemic 


By  JOHN  W.  COLEMAN 

WASHINGTON— The  Rev. 
William  Robinson  of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  says  he’s  “willing  to 
bet  that  within  four  blocks  of 
many  black  United  Methodist 
churches,  there’s  a  crack  house.” 

Judging  from  the  “Amens” 
and  other  vocal  affirmations  he 
received  recently  following  that 
statement,  it  was  a  safe  bet. 

His  fear  and  frustration  about 
the  epidemic  of  addiction  to  the 
deadly  substance  known  as  crack 
cocaine  reverberated  among 
some  75  participants  at  the 
church’s  Black  Community  De¬ 
velopers  four-day  training  event 
in  Columbia,  Md. 

But  the  air  was  charged  also 
with  anxious  hopes  and  a  do-or- 
die  determination  to  confront 
the  drug  abuse  and  related  vio¬ 
lence  that  threatens  to  ravage 
communities  across  the  nation. 

“People  dealing  with  drug  ad¬ 
dictions  in  their  families  come 


The  Rev.  William  Robinson 

up  to  me  after  church  all  the 
time,  asking  me,  ’Reverend,  can 
you  do  something  to  help  me  or 
to  help  my  brother,  or  my  sister 
or  my  child,’  ”  said  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son,  pastor  of  Little  Rock’s 


Theressa  Hoover  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

“  ‘I’ve  got  some  grandchildren 
and  I’m  concerned  about  them. 
My  ambition  has  always  been  for 
them  to  become  doctors  or  law¬ 
yers  or  teachers.  But  now  I  just 
want  them  to  stay  off  crack  and 
stay  alive.’  ” 

He's  part  of  a  network 

Mr.  Robinson  is  part  of  a  net¬ 
work  of  pastors  supervising  the 
denomination’s  16  black  com¬ 
munity  developers.  The  develop¬ 
ers  are  supported  financially  by 
the  National  Division  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 

During  the  March  7-10  train¬ 
ing  session  the  developers  were 
joined  by  pastors  of  the  14  cove¬ 
nant  churches  involved  in  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  Initiative 
against  drug  abuse  in  southeast 
Washington,  D.C. 

Those  pastors  reported  that 
480  drug-related  deaths  had  oc¬ 


curred  in  Washington  during 
1989.  Seven  hundred  shootings 
and  nearly  100  deaths  were  re¬ 
ported  through  February  1990, 
with  the  murder  toll  rising  by  1 5 
during  the  four  days  of  the  meet¬ 
ing. 

The  Rev.  Hal  Henderson,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  suburban  Fort  Wash¬ 
ington,  Md.,  said  drug  dealers 
and  buyers  with  automobile  li¬ 
cense  plates  from  Virginia,  New 
York  and  other  Eastern  states 
carry  on  a  bustling  drug  trade 
that  results  in  constant  shootings 
and  arrests. 

“Many  of  the  customers  are 
affluent  and  white,”  he  said. 

By  building  congregational 
commitment  and  working  with 
more  than  30  community  agen¬ 
cies  and  the  national  Teen  Chal¬ 
lenge  Program,  Grace  Church 
has  helped  establish  treatment 
opportunities  and  an  education 
and  counseling  referral  service 
for  victims  and  families  of  ad¬ 


dicts,  he  said. 

48  have  asked  for  help 

At  least  48  youths  and  young 
adults  have  asked  the  church  for 
help  in  the  past  18  months,  said 
Mr.  Henderson,  some  of  them 
during  Sunday  worship  services. 

One  was  the  pastor’s  youngest 
son,  who  admitted — to  his  par¬ 
ents’  surprise — that  he  had  been 
“hooked  on  drugs”  for  some  1 1 
years.  The  youth  is  on  a  one-year 
drug  treatment  program. 

“We  need  incentives  and  new 
ways  of  thinking  for  these  kids,” 
said  the  Rev.  Leonard  Felton, 
pastor  of  St.  Paul  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Oxon  Hill,  Md. 

“How  can  you  convince  a  kid 
to  work  at  McDonald's  for  $3.50 
an  hour  when  he  can  get  $100  an 
hour  from  a  drug  dealer  by  just 
standing  on  the  street  waiting  for 
a  pick-up?” 

Mr.  Coleman  is  an  account  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  United  Methodist 
Communications  in  Nashville. 


UM  anti-drug  war  enlists  black  caucus  support 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — More  reinforce¬ 
ments  were  enlisted  this  month  to 
fight  regional  battles  in  the  United 
Methodist  anti-drug  war. 

During  the  23rd  annual  meeting 
of  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  in  Nashville  March  14- 
17,  some  317  delegates  voted  to 
give  full  support  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  anti-drug  efforts  through 
prayer,  programs  and  money. 

Officials  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  black  caucus  say  black  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  must 
become  the  leaders  in  the  fight 
against  drug  abuse — “one  of  the 
leading  causes  of  genocide  within 
the  African/ American  communi¬ 
ty.” 

We  have  to  embrace 

“If  we’re  going  to  live  and  act 
like  Christians  we  claim  to  be,  then 
we  have  to  embrace  each  other 
with  love  and  righteousness,"  said 
Ernest  Swiggett  of  White  Plains, 
N.Y.,  who  was  re-elected  chairman 
of  the  caucus. 

“While  you  and  I  are  quibbling 
about  all  sort  of  human  frailties, 
men  and  women  are  being  de¬ 
stroyed  daily,  lost  and  abandoned. 

“If  the  [United  Methodist] 
Council  of  Bishops  can  be  moved 
and  transformed  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  deal  with  this  cri¬ 
sis  issue,  then  what  is  our  excuse?” 

Actions  taken 

As  an  official  ethnic  caucus  of 


the  church,  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal  voted  to: 

■  Ask  black  local  churches  to 
hold  a  prayer  vigil  for  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May  who  directs  the 
church’s  anti-drug  efforts,  for  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  for  the  14 
covenant  churches  in  Washing¬ 
ton  participating  in  the  anti-drug 
demonstration  project  directed 
by  Bishop  May,  and  for  all  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  working  on  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  issues; 

■  Ask  black  local  churches  to 
designate  a  month  as  Substance 
Abuse  Awareness  Month  and  a 
Sunday  as  Substance  Abuse 
Awareness  Sunday; 

■  Ask  annual  conference  black 
caucuses  and  black  local 
churches  to  develop  programs, 
seminars  and  workshops  to  edu¬ 
cate  church  and  community 
members  to  the  devastating  ef¬ 
fects  of  drug  addiction. 

■  Support  the  Bishops’  Initia¬ 
tive  on  the  Drug  Crisis  by  con¬ 
tributing  to  Advance  Special  No. 
982598 — the  United  Methodist 
mission  response  to  that  initia¬ 
tive.  BMCR  reported  donations 
so  far  of$l, 857.50. 

Facing  a  dangerous  period 

In  resolutions  endorsed  by  the 
National  Black  Community  De¬ 
velopers  Network  and  by  Health 
and  Welfare  staff  of  the  church’s 
missions  board,  the  caucus  said, 
“The  black  community  is  facing 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  peri¬ 
ods  of  our  history  manifested 


through  crack,  cocaine,  heroin, 
and  all  other  mind  altering  sub¬ 
stances”  which  is  “highly  detri¬ 
mental  to  black  family  life.” 

Drug  abuse,  the  resolutions 


state,  has  also  caused  “the  high 
incidence  of  black  men  being 
incarcerated,  killed  or  placed  in 
long-term  medical  facilities, 
which  destroys  the  family  unit; 


drug  needle  use  increases  the 
HIV  positive  and  AIDS  virus  in 
blacks;  and  drug  addiction  in¬ 
creases  homelessness  among 
blacks.” 


Polish  UMs  seek  financial  assistance 
for  projects  plus  Christian  bookstore 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  Rev.  Edward  Puslecki, 
general  superintendent  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Po¬ 
land,  is  asking  U.S.  churches  for 
immediate  financial  assistance 
through  the  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church. 

The  Polish  Annual  Conference, 


The  Rev.  Edward  Puslecki 


part  of  the  Central  Conference  of 
Central  and  Southern  Europe, 
grew  out  of  relief  work  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  after  World  War  I. 

The  church,  with  about  5,000 
official  members,  has  three  dis¬ 
tricts,  45  churches,  and  21  or¬ 
dained  and  active  pastors.  The 
conference  also  sponsors  a  well- 
regarded  English  language  school 
in  Warsaw. 

Among  new  or  renewed  proj¬ 
ects  that  have  been  approved  for 
Poland  through  the  Advance,  the 
United  Methodist  program  of 
“second  mile’’  giving,  are: 

•$10,000  for  translated  litera¬ 
ture  on  John  Welsey  and  the 
church  in  general; 

•$50,000  for  improvements  to 
a  Methodist  publishing  and 
printing  plant; 

•$50,000  for  a  new  electrical 
system  for  the  Methodist  head¬ 
quarters  building  in  Warsaw  (a 
previous  donation  of  $80,000 
from  Partner  churches  in  Crisis 
was  used  for  a  new  facade,  roof 
and  heating  system.) 

•  $13,000  for  room,  board, 


Partnership 
in  Missions 
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Eastern  Europe 
Advance  No.  010906-4  A-N 
Designate  for  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Poland 

books  and  other  basics  for  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  Methodist  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Warsaw; 

•  $80,000  to  modernize  the 
Methodist  Conference  Center 
outside  Warsaw. 

The  Advance  also  will  contribute 
an  undetermined  amount  to  help 
the  Polish  church  run  a  Christian 
bookstore  at  a  site  previously  used 
by  the  Communist  government. 

During  the  past  10  years,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Po¬ 
land  has  lost  members  via  immi¬ 
gration  to  the  West,  said  Mr. 
Puslecki. 

But  it  is  gaining  members 
through  its  youth  work,  which  “is 
developing  in  such  a  way  that  we 
have  quite  a  lot  of  young  people 
joining  us,’’  he  said. 


Church  food  expert  shares  recipe  for  success 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

Carolyn  Clayton  is  a  special  kind 
of  magician. 

With  a  little  help,  she  can  change 
a  fellowship  hall  or  church  dining 
room  into  a  Jerusalem  market  place 
or  the  setting  for  a  Communion  ser¬ 
vice,  a  wedding  reception  or  a 
Thanksgiving  feast — sometimes  all 
in  the  same  day. 

She  wants  to  help  others  learn  the 
tricks  of  her  trade.  That’s  why  she 
formed  the  National  Association  of 
Church  Food  Service  in  1989. 

Ms.  Clayton  is  in  charge  of  food 
operations  at  Peachtree  Road  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta. 
Quick  change  artistry  for  the  dining 
area — plus  making  sure  the  church 
food  is  plentiful  and  delicious — is 
her  business. 

She’s  also  caterer  for  Simpson- 
wood,  a  conference  center  owned 
and  operated  by  the  North  Georgia 
Annual  Conference. 

“You  have  to  feel  you’re  led  to  do 
this  to  do  it  in  a  quality  fashion," 
Ms.  Clayton  said  of  her  work. 

In  fact,  she  said,  laughing,  one  of 
her  most  frequent  prayers  is,  “God, 
give  me  strength.” 

No  experience 

“When  I  went  to  work  in  the 
church  food  service  business  about 
15  years  ago,  1  had  no  experience, 
and  I  didn't  know  where  to  go  to 
learn,"  Ms.  Clayton  said.  “That’s 
when  the  idea  was  born." 

The  idea  was  to  form  an  organi¬ 


zation  for  people  involved  in  food 
preparation  in  church  settings. 

Ms.  Clayton  is  the  founding  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  75-member  organiza¬ 
tion.  Most  current  members  work 
in  the  Southeast  and  Texas.  A  few 
are  in  California,  and  one  is  in  Kan¬ 
sas. 

Membership  is  growing  all  of  the 
time,  she  said. 

The  association  provides  “a 
chance  to  share  ideas,  solutions  to 
problems  and  supply  sources  with 
other  people  who  are  doing  the 
same  job  you  are,”  Ms.  Clayton 
said. 

The  organization  plans  to  publish 
a  source  book  for  such  items  as  edu- 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— An  Ohio  semi¬ 
nary  student  and  a  journalism  ma¬ 
jor  at  a  college  in  Maryland  are 
recipients  of  United  Methodist 
Communications’  1990-91  fellow¬ 
ship  and  scholarship  awards. 

Larry  Ramey  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  has 
been  awarded  the  1990-91  $6,000 
Stoody-West  Fellowship  for  graduate 
study  in  religious  journalism. 

Celeste  Ryan  of  East  Branch,  N.Y., 
is  the  1990-91  winner  of  the  $1,000 
Leonard  M.  Perryman  Scholarship 
for  Ethnic  Minority  Students. 

Mr.  Ramey,  36,  a  member  of 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 


cational  videotapes,  table  drapes, 
linens,  decorative  items  for  various 
seasons  and  china. 

Church  food  is  different 

Church-food  service  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  restaurant  service,  said 
Ms.  Clayton,  a  graduate  of  the 
Georgia  State  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Administration  School. 

For  example,  she  noted,  prepar¬ 
ing  food  in  quantity  is  important 
for  the  church.  A  la  carte  cooking  is 
important  for  restaurants. 

Therefore,  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Church  Food  Service  is 
sponsoring  summer  seminars 


Lorain,  Ohio,  is  a  student  in  the 
master  of  arts  in  religious  commu¬ 
nication  program  at  United  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary. 

Ms.  Ryan,  19,  a  sophomore  at 
Columbia  Union  College,  a  Chris¬ 
tian  school  in  Takoma  Park,  Md.,  is 
majoring  in  journalism  and  psy¬ 
chology.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Seventh-day  Adventist  Church. 

The  graduate  fellowship  honors 
the  late  Ralph  Stoody  and  the  Rev. 
Arthur  West  of  Dayton,  leaders  in 
United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions’  predecessor  agency. 

The  late  Mr.  Perryman  was  a 
United  Methodist  journalist  for 
nearly  30  years. 


geared  to  the  special  needs  of  the 
church. 

This  summer’s  sessions  will  be  at 
the  University  of  Tennessee  at 
Knoxville,  which  Ms.  Clayton  says 
is  one  of  the  few  schools  in  the 
United  States  that  offers  courses  in 
quantity  food  preparation. 

Although  the  association  is  pri¬ 
marily  for  church  food-service  peo¬ 
ple  who  want  to  be  professionals, 
she  said,  “in  the  future  we  hope  to 
have  workshops  and  programs  that 
include  the  volunteers  who  want  to 
know  more  about  preparing  food 
for  their  church  membership.” 

Those  who  want  to  know  more 
about  the  National  Association  of 
Church  Food  Service  can  write  Ms. 
Clayton  at  76  Ivy  Parkway,  N.E., 
Atlanta,  Ga.  30342. 


Position  Available 

Do  you  believe  that  effective  communication  is  vi¬ 
tal  to  the  church's  ministry?  Do  you  believe  the 
church's  future  will  depend  in  large  part  on  how  well 
we  share  the  story  of  our  faith?  Are  you  a  self-moti¬ 
vated  individual  who  likes  a  rapid  pace,  travel,  and  a 
challenge  both  personally  and  professionally? 

If  you  can  answer  "yes”  to  these  three  questions, 
then  give  us  a  call.  The  United  Methodist  Reporter  is 
looking  for  a  marketing  executive  to  work  with  local 
churches  and  annual  conferences  across  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  For  details  write  or  call: 

Richard  Stark 
P.O.  Box  660275 

Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
(214)  630-6495 

Equal  Opportumty/Affirmatiw  Action  Employer 


Seminarian,  journalism  major 
take  UM  communications  awards 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  SI0  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  Music  Minis¬ 
tries.  1800-member  church.  Advanced  degree  with 
emphasis  in  directing,  keyboard,  choral,  handbells. 
Submit  resume  by  May  1:  Mis.  Loren  Andrews,  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  217  E  Main  Street,  Hen¬ 
dersonville.  TN  37075. 

WANTED:  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for  the 

North  Indiana  Conference  Foundation  for  Mission 
and  Ministry.  Send  resume  to:  Personnel  Strategies, 
54809  County  Road  17  South,  Elkhart,  Indiana 
465 16  by  April  16. 

INTERNATIONAL  COMMUNITY  CHURCH  in 
suburban  London.  Cobham,  Surrey  England  requires 
experienced  senior  pastor  to  direct  activities  of  full¬ 
time  Assistant/Youth  Minister  and  secretary  for 
growing  200-member  interdenominational  congrega- 
lion.  We  are  a  predominately  American,  professional, 
congregation  seeking  pastor  with  strong  pulpit  and 
managerial  skills,  good  pastoral  care  and  outreach. 
Overseas  experience  preferable.  Deadline  April  15. 
Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee,  Steve  Percy,  By¬ 
ways,  Guildford  Lodge  Drive,  East  Horsley,  Surrey 
KT24  6RJ,  England. 

FULLTIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  large  Galves¬ 
ton  church.  Direct  adults/youth  choirs,  provide  voice 
lessons,  plan  music  presentations.  BA,  MM  or  BM 
and  prior  directing  experience  preferred.  Director  will 
work  closely  with  our  organist.  Salary  negotiable  from 
$25,000.  Phone:  (409)  744-4526. 

CLEAR  LAKE  UMC  IS  SEEKING  a  full-time  Di- 
rector  of  Youth  Ministries  for  a  growing,  multistaffed 
church  with  membership  of  3,800.  The  Youth  Direc¬ 
tor  will  have  responsibility  for  an  active,  relational 
based  ministry  with  an  established  youth  program  of 
Sunday  School  and  Junior,  Mid,  and  Senior  High 
UMYFs  with  75-100  youth  Sunday  a.m.  and  p.m. 
Experience  with  large  youth  groups  required,  degree 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  CHURCH  GROWTH 
Consultant,  Central  Illinois  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries.  Working  knowledge  of  and/or  experience 
in  church  growth  processes.  Applications  available 
from:  Rev.  George  G.  Russell,  P.O.  Box  515,  Bloo¬ 
mington,  IL  61702-0515.  Deadline  for  applications  is 
Apnl  15,  1990.  Position  available  July  1. 

preferred,  computer  skills  preferred.  Position  avail¬ 
able  immediately,  salary  negotiable.  Church  is  locat¬ 
ed  in  dynamic,  growing  community  southeast  of 
Houston,  adjacent  to  NASA.  Send  resume  to:  John 
Branch,  Chairperson.  Search  committee.  Gear  Lake 
UMC.  16335  El  Camino  Real,  Houston.  TX  77062. 

(7 1 3)  24 1  -601 3  work,  (713)  48(^503. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU,  GERMANY,  Switzer¬ 
land,  Austria.  September  13-26.  $2495  complete. 
Guaranteed  tickets  Passion  Play.  Free  brochure.  Ex¬ 
perienced  hosts.  Dr.  Cecil  Pottiegcr,  241  E  3rd  St., 
Media.  PA  19063.  (215)  566-5987. 

CHINA  SILK  ROAD  STUDY  TOUR  September  3- 
26,  1990.  Led  by  Rev.  Ewing  W.  Carroll,  Jr.,  Director 
The  United  Methodist  China  Program.  Visit  Dun- 
huang  Caves  and  religious  leaders  in  Beijing,  Xian, 
Urumqi,  Lanzhou  and  Guilin.  Inclusive  price  from 
New  York  $3,600.  Interested?  Call:  (212)  870-3687 
or  fax  (212)  870-3895.  ] 

MISSIONER/DIRECTOR  FOR  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 
cation.  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Los  Angeles  seeks 
skilled,  experienced  educator  with  strong  teaching 
and  administrative  abilities  to  lead  150  parish  dio¬ 
cese.  Must  be  an  innovative  planner  with  a  vision  for 
renewal  of  the  church  through  education.  The  Dio¬ 
cese  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer.  Resumes  re¬ 
quired  by  May  15,  1990.  Send  to:  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  Missioner  Search,  7056  S.  Washington  Ave., 
Whittier.  CA  90602. 

SINGLES  MINISTRY:  LEARN  WHAT'S  NEW 
and  working.  Subscribe  to  SAMI,  a  national  newslet¬ 
ter  for  singles  leaders.  Interdenominational.  Special 
offer  now  available.  Write:  Institute  of  Singles  Dy- 

DEAN  OF  THE  CHAPEL/DIRECTOR  OF  Cam¬ 
pus  Ministries,  Seattle  Pacific  University:  Full-time, 
12-month  position.  Plans  and  coordinates  compre¬ 
hensive  University  chapel  program,  urban  involve¬ 
ment  program,  and  mission  involvement;  directs  a 
multi-member  professional  and  volunteer  staff.  Qual¬ 
ifications:  (a)  master’s  degree  in  religion  or  related 
field  required,  (b)  experience  with  college-age  stu¬ 
dents,  (c)  acquaintance  with  a  broad  range  of  Chris¬ 
tian  experience  and  theological  perspectives,  and  (d) 
an  affirmation  of  and  agreement  with  the  Wesleyan 

HYMNALS  AVAILABLE  FOR  MISSIONARY  Ser¬ 
vice.  1964  edition.  Contact:  John  Dillard,  (817)  766- 
4231,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 

2 1 25.  Wichita  Falls,  TX  76307. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies 
near  Lake  JunaJuska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $165  week.  $525  four  weeks, 
Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Cal¬ 
houn.  Drawer  1138,  Wayncsville,  NC  28786.  (704) 
627-6067, 627-9507. 

with  experience.  Position  open:  7/1/90.  Application 
deadline:  5/4/90.  Direct  inquiries  to:  Steve  Moore, 
VP  for  Student  Life,  Seattle  Pacific  University,  Seat¬ 
tle.  WA  98119.  (206)281-2041. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and  stay  at  Kel¬ 
ler’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  to  160). 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned  lodging,  swim¬ 
ming.  $9.00  tickets,  grilled  burger  cook  out,  and 
breakfast.  All  for  $24.00  each!  Call:  (501)  253-8418 
today!  j 

WEST  OHIO  CONFERENCE,  The  United  Method- 

Bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent  and  prior  experience 
with  United  Methodist  or  ecumenical  mission  pro- 

DILLON.  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM,  2  BATH 
Condo  for  lease.  Weekly;  winter,  spring,  summer,  or 
fall.  Call:  (2 1 4)  239-506 1 .  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

Executive  Director.  Council  on  Ministries,  471  E 
Broad  Street,  Suite  1106,  Columbus,  OH  43215. 
Telephone:  (614)  228-6784.  Fax  (614)  222-0612.  Ap¬ 
plication  deadline:  April  18.  1990.  EO.E 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY.  Euro¬ 
pean  tours:  July  12-24,  August  14-25.  Confirmed 
tickets.  Write:  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence,  4192  Tatten- 
ham.  Boise.  ID  83704.  (208)  888-2245,  378-0393. 
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Capuchin  priest  wins  three  battles 
with  major  tobacco  corporation 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  Mews  Service 

A  Capuchin  priest  who  has  been 
battling  tobacco  companies  on  the 
issue  of  corporate  responsibility  for 
more  than  a  decade  has  won  three 
major  battles  with  the  Philip  Morris 
Co.  this  year. 

In  the  past,  the  corporate  giant 
had  persuaded  the  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission  to  allow  it  to 
reject  efforts  by  The  Rev.  Michael 
H.  Crosby,  who  handles  corporate 
responsibility  matters  for  the  Capu¬ 
chin  Friars,  to  present  anti-tobacco 
resolutions  at  its  annual  stockhold¬ 
ers’  meeting. 

The  rejection  was  based  on  the 
contention  that  the  matter  affects 
so-called  “ordinary  business,” 
which  is  inappropriate  for  a  stock¬ 
holder  resolution. 

Resolutions  allowed 

But  this  year  Father  Crosby’s  Ca¬ 
puchins  and  five  other  religious 
groups  were  successful  in  persuad¬ 
ing  the  SEC  to  order  Philip  Morris 

Review- 


and  two  other  tobacco  manufactur¬ 
ers,  American  Brands  and  Loews,  to 
allow  such  resolutions  to  come  be¬ 
fore  their  annual  meetings. 

With  the  assistance  of  Paul  Neu- 
hauser,  professor  of  law  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Iowa,  the  religious  groups 
persuaded  the  SEC  that  tobacco 
product  advertising  can  no  longer 
be  considered  a  routine  business 
matter  in  the  face  of  evidence,  re¬ 
peatedly  presented  by  the  U.S.  Sur¬ 
geon  General’s  Office  for  25  years, 
of  the  harmful  effects  of  tobacco. 

Father  Crosby,  who  is  based  in 
Berkeley,  Calif.,  said  the  SEC  re¬ 
jected  two  appeals  from  Philip  Mor¬ 
ris  against  presenting  the  resolution 
this  year. 

In  addition,  he  told  RNS,  he  was 
able  to  persuade  the  corporation  to 
remove  statements  from  its  re¬ 
sponse  that  denied  any  harmful 
health  effects  of  tobacco  after  he 
threatened  to  take  the  company  to 
court  for  making  allegedly  false 
statements. 

Philip  Morris’  response  to  the 
resolution,  like  that  of  American 


Brands,  focuses  on  the  business  im¬ 
pact  of  the  anti-tobacco  proposals 
but  makes  no  reference  to  health  ef¬ 
fects.  Loews,  the  third  company  in¬ 
volved,  had  not  issued  its  official 
response  as  of  March  1 6. 

In  addition  to  the  Capuchins,  the 
anti-tobacco  resolutions  are  being 
sponsored  this  year  by  the  Adrian 
Dominican  Sisters,  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  in  America,  Oblates 
of  Mary  Immaculate,  Sisters  of 
Charity  of  Houston  and  Sisters  of 
St.  Francis  of  Philadelphia.  The 
campaign  is  being  coordinated  by 
the  Interfaith  Center  on  Corporate 
Responsibility  in  New  York. 

Tim  Smith,  executive  director  of 
the  interfaith  center,  said  the  fact 
that  only  one  Protestant  group  is  in¬ 
volved  in  the  resolutions  reflects  the 
policy  of  many  major  denomina¬ 
tions,  such  as  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  American  Baptist 
Churches,  against  holding  stock  in 
tobacco  companies. 

The  resolution  submitted  to  the 
three  firms  asks  their  boards  to 
amend  the  purposes  of  the  corpora¬ 


tions  to  provide  that  after  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1999,  “the  corporation  shall 
not  conduct  any  business  related  to 
tobacco  or  related  products.” 

Harmful  effects  cited 

It  cites  several  statistics  on  the 
harmful  health  effects  of  tobacco,  in¬ 
cluding  an  estimated  2.5  million  to¬ 
bacco-related  deaths  that  occur 
worldwide  each  year.  A  supporting 
statement  say's  that  “cigarettes  are 
unique  in  that  there  is  no  way  to  pre¬ 
vent  addiction  and  eliminate  smok¬ 
ing  risks  except  to  stop  smoking.” 

In  its  response  to  the  resolution, 
Philip  Morris  says  that  “decisions 
relating  to  the  nature  of  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  businesses,  including  whether 
to  continue  its  operations  in  the  to¬ 
bacco  business,  must  be  based  on 
detailed  and  complex  financial,  eco¬ 
nomic,  technical,  proprietary  and 
legal  information. 

“The  determination  whether  to 
acquire,  maintain,  or  divest  a  busi¬ 
ness  should  be  made  by  the  board 
and  management,  who  have  the 
knowledge  to  evaluate  the  data.” 


TV  show  encourages  children  to  read 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Educators  sometimes  worry  that 
television  is  turning  us  into  a  nation 
of  non-readers.  The  concern  is  rea¬ 
sonable,  but  now  and  then,  it  seems, 
TV  can  actually  motivate  people  to 
read  more. 

One  such  show  has  been  around 
for  a  long  time,  but  it  is  still  not 
known  by  many  parents. 

CBS  Storybreak,  in  its  sixth  sea¬ 
son,  aims  to  do  just  that — form 
young  readers.  It  wades  into  the 
wasteland  of  Saturday  afternoon 
television  with  animated  adapta¬ 
tions  of  popular  children’s  books. 


Hosted  by  Boo  (  ‘Captain  Kanga¬ 
roo”)  Keeshan,  this  program  in¬ 
cludes  brief  comments  about  how 
the  stories  presented  began  as 
books,  how  favorite  books  can  be 
lifelong  companions  and  how  much 
fun  it  can  be  to  read. 

Each  week’s  program,  airing  on 
Saturdays  at  1:30  (EST)  but  fre¬ 
quently  interrupted  by  sports 
events,  is  built  around  one  book. 
Most  are  fantasies  involving  chil¬ 
dren  as  the  primary  characters. 
Some  are  adventures  appropriate 
for  young  children,  such  as  a  tale  of 
a  brother  and  sister  who  meet  a 
talking  Stegosaurus,  while  others 
are  humorous. 


One  story,  “Arnold  and  the 
Ducks,”  about  a  baby  raised  by  a 
family  of  ducks,  featured  dry  come¬ 
dy  which  parents  might  enjoy  as 
much  as  their  offspring. 

Parents  do  not  have  to  worry 
about  excessive  violence  in  this  se¬ 
ries.  There  are  considerably  more 
male  characters  than  female  ones, 
but  unfortunately  this  is  true  of 
children’s  literature  in  general. 
Mothers  are  portrayed  in  stereotyp¬ 
ic  ways,  but  girls,  at  least,  are  treat¬ 
ed  better  than  in  most  books  for 
young  children. 

The  animation  in  “CBS  Story- 
break”  is  fairly  good,  though  there 
is  little  movement  of  facial  expres¬ 


sion.  As  with  most  cartoons  these 
days,  movement  is  kept  to  a  min* 
mum  to  trim  production  costs. 

Values  embodied  in  the  program 
are  better  than  the  artwork:  a  child 
branded  a  loser  by  other  kids  risks 
an  honest  loss  rather  than  cheat;  the 
boy  rescued  by  ducks  helps  those 
who  helped  him. 

With  its  decent  values  and  its 
promotion  of  reading,  “CBS  Story- 
break”  is  worth  recommending  to 
parents  and  children. 

Mr.  Goodhue ,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  from  Long  Island \  N.Y., 
frequently  reviews  television  and 
films  for  the  Reporter. 


Michaela  doesn't  want  to  go  home 

Church  members  hope  young  refugee  can  stay  in  U.S . 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

DETROIT — Michaela  Olivova, 
Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  Case  No.  A29437346, 
doesn’t  want  to  go  home. 

And  members  of  Clawson  United 
Methodist  Church  don’t  want  her  to 
go.  They  have  begun  a  letter-writing 
campaign  in  hopes  of  preventing 
deportation  of  this  young  Czecho¬ 
slovakian  political  refugee. 

Ms.  Olivova  arrived  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  in  the  fall  of  1988,  realiz¬ 
ing  the  dream  of  her  parents,  Alena 
Olivova  and  Jin  Olivova,  for  their 
only  child. 

She  “has  begun  a  ‘dreamed-of 
life,”  her  U.S.  foster  mother,  a 
member  of  the  church,  said.  But 
due  to  the  ,  new  democracy  in  her 
country,  she  may  soon  be  deported. 

Under  the  old  communist  regime, 
deportation  would  have  resulted  in 
a  jail  sentence  of  between  one  and 
five  years.  Under  the  new  govern¬ 
ment,  her  future  is  uncertain. 

Her  association  with  Clawson 
United  Methodist  Church  began  at 
a  fellowship  coffee  hour  there  seven 
years  ago,  when  15-year-old  Tim 

|  Poem  of  the  Week  | 

The  Easter  Moon 

The  Easter  moon  at  perigee 
and  brightest  of  the  year, 

Tonight  has  sacred  impact — for 
a  halo  girds  the  sphere. 

Thus  illumined  was  the  Garden 
of  Gethsemane, 

wherein — alone,  our  Saviour  knelt, 
wrestling  his  agony. 

Likewise,  for  the  countless  pilgrims 
going  to  Jerusalem, 

This  lunar  orb  of  Spring  has  been 
the  beacon  guiding  them. 

Beholdisg  now  the  realm  of  Heaven 
aflood  with  glory-light. 

My  heart  is  filled  with  utmost  joy. 
Wondrous  is  the  sight! 

It  is  indeed  a  miracle, 
assurance  from  above, 

To  mortals  at  this  holy  time — 
of  God’s  eternal  love. 

—HELEN  HAND  KNAPP 


Gulian  acquired  her  name  as  a  pos¬ 
sible  pen  pal. 

In  1987,  he  traveled  to  Prague  for 
a  visit  with  his  friend  and  her  par¬ 
ents. 

There,  he  learned  firsthand  of 
Czechoslovakian  oppression.  He 
and  Ms.  Olivova  devised  a  code  for 
subsequent  letters  since  mail  in 

Dear  Deborah 


Czechoslovakia  was  screened.  Her 
plans  for  escape  began  through 
these  coded  letters. 

The  young  man’s  parents,  Diane 
and  Joseph  Gulian,  welcomed  Ms. 
Olivova  into  their  Troy,  Mich., 
home. 

“Little  did  we  know  on  that  first 
meeting  what  an  integral  part  of  our 


family  she  would  become,”  Ms.  Gu¬ 
lian  said. 

One  of  Ms.  Olivova’s  new-found 
freedoms  was  religion.  To  practice 
religion  under  the  communist  re¬ 
gime  would  have  resulted  in  losing 
any  opportunity  for  education. 

Since  her  arrival,  she  has  not 
missed  a  Sunday  at  church. 


Should  I  give  my  food  money  to  church? 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  a  mother  on  welfare.  I  would 
like  my  three  children  to  grow  up  in 
the  church,  but  every  time  I  try  to 
attend  or  join,  they  start  asking  me 
for  money.  1  can’t  give  them  my 
food  money. 

What  should  1  do? 

Martha 

Dear  Martha: 

You  are  to  be  commended  for  try¬ 
ing  to  provide  the  best  for  your  chil¬ 
dren.  Growing  up  in  a  church  home 
will  give  them  a  foundation  they  will 
not  get  anywhere  else. 


Churches  need  money  to  keep  the 
doors  open,  but  most  don  V  mean  to 
turn  people  away  who  cannot  give. 

Often  their  problem  is  that  people 
who  can  afford  it  don 't  give  as  they 
could.  Churches  usually  teach  that 
giving  is  a  way  of  saying  thanks  to 
God.  and  when  you  feel  that  way  you 
will  find  a  way  to  give.  too. 

For  now,  I  think  you  should  talk 
with  the  pastor  and  explain  your  sit¬ 
uation.  Maybe  you  can  volunteer  to 
help  in  a  class  or  the  nursery  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning  or  in  some  way  con¬ 
tribute  your  time  instead  of  money. 

However.  I  know  that  many  moth¬ 
ers  on  welfare  must  use  all  their  lime 


making  the  money  last.  If  that  is  your 
situation,  don  7  let  yourself  feel  unwel¬ 
come  because  you  cannot  give  time  or 
money.  When  your  situation  gets  bet¬ 
ter.  you  can  give  if  you  want  to. 

Do  pray  for  the  church  and  the 
pastor,  as  well  as  for  your  children 
and  their  teachers. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266-027S. 


History  of  Hymns 


Grief  inspires  'Near  to  the  heart  of  God' 


There  is  a  place  of  quiet  rest. 

Near  to  the  heart  of  God: 

A  place  where  sin  cannot  molest. 
Near  to  the  heart  of  God. 

O  Jesus,  blest  Redeemer. 

Sent  from  the  heart  of  God. 

Hold  us  who  wait  before  thee 
Near  to  the  heart  of  God. 

By  WILLIAM  |.  REYNOLDS 

Through  the  1880s  and  90s,  Cle- 
land  B.  McAfee  served  as  director  of 
the  college  choir  and  pastor  of  the 
college  church  at  Park  College,  a 
Presbyterian  School  in  Parkville,  Mo. 

It  was  McAfee’s  custom,  for  com¬ 
munion  services,  to  write  the  words 
and  music  of  a  choral  response  for 
his  choir  to  sing  that  would  be  ap¬ 


propriate  to  his  sermon. 

Shortly  before  one  communion 
Sunday,  two  small  daughters  of 
McAfee's  brother,  Howard,  died  of 
diphtheria  within  24  hours  of  each 
other.  The  parents  and  the  college 
family,  faculty  and  students,  and 
the  community  were  grief-stricken. 

As  McAfee  pondered  the  sad  situ¬ 
ation,  and  in  his  desire  to  comfort 
the  hearts  of  his  brother’s  family  as 
well  as  those  of  the  congregation,  he 
wrote  the  words  beginning  “There 
is  a  place  of  quiet  rest”  and  the  mu¬ 
sic  to  go  with  those  words. 

He  shared  with  the  choir,  at  their 
rehearsal  on  Saturday  evening,  the 
new  song  for  the  next  day’s  service. 

After  the  rehearsal  the  choir 
walked  the  short  distance  to  the 


Howard  McAfee  home  and  sang  it 
as  they  stood  under  the  night  sky. 

Sometime  later  McAfee  submit¬ 
ted  the  hymn  to  the  Lorenz  Publish¬ 
ing  Company  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  It 
was  first  published  in  the  October 
1903  issue  of  “The  Choir  Leader,” 
a  quarterly  magazine. 

After  three  decades  of  ministry  in 
Presbyterian  churches,  McAfee  be¬ 
came  head  of  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

To  honor  his  memory,  a  large 
bronze  plaque  hangs  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  of  the  Lafayette  Avenue  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  Brooklyn,  a  church 
he  served  with  distinction. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Hosanna,  Loud  Hosanna" 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Icons  are  created  In  seminary  arts  studio 


WASHINGTON — Religious  art  is  created  in  the  Center  for  the 
Arts  and  Religion  at  United  Methodist-related  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Washington.  This  icon,  painted  in  gold  and  rich 
colors,  is  one  of  many  painted  by  Basil  Lefchick  in  the  Wesley 
fine  arts  studio.  The  icons  are  often  sold  to  Catholic  institutions. 
Three  professional  artists  are  in  residence  at  the  seminary — Mr. 
Lefchick,  a  sulptor,  and  a  specialist  in  stained  glass.  Seminary 
students  are  required  to  take  an  art  course  during  which  they 
must  either  produce  a  work  of  religious  art  or  write  a  paper 
about  art. 


Churches  called  'sleeping  giants' 
of  the  environmental  movement 


By  GUSTAV  SPHON 
Religious  News  Service 

In  a  December  interview,  Ten¬ 
nessee  naturalist  and  Presbyterian 
elder  Mack  Prichard  called 
churches  the  “sleeping  giants”  of 
the  environmental  movement. 

If  the  churches  are  sleeping, 
though,  there  is  a  growing  body  of 
evidence  that  suggests  they  are  rest¬ 
less  and  about  to  get  out  of  bed. 

Hundreds  of  delegates  from 
churches  around  the  world  recently 
gathered  in  Seoul,  South  Korea,  for 
a  World  Council  of  Churches  global 
consultation  on  the  environmental 
crisis. 

In  February,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S. A.)  Committee  on  So¬ 
cial  Witness  Policy  completed  work 
on  an  87-page  statement  entitled 
“Restoring  Creation.”  It  recom¬ 
mends  that  the  denomination 
mount  a  major  effort  to  protect  the 
environment,  spearheaded  by  a  new 
office  for  “environmental  justice 
and  stewardship.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s 


Council  of  Bishops  in  November 
asked  each  of  its  active  members  to 
issue  a  pastoral  letter  seeking  the 
commitment  of  Methodists  “to 
study  and  action  regarding  the  stew¬ 
ardship  of  God’s  creation.” 

The  Eastern  Orthodox  churches 
announced  at  the  end  of  1 989  that  a 
new  feast  had  been  established, 
marking  environmental  protection 
day,  to  be  celebrated  every  year  on 
Sept.  1. 

Pope  John  Paul  II  delivered  a 
World  Day  of  Prayer  for  Peace  mes¬ 
sage  Jan.  1.  It  links  the  environmen¬ 
tal  crisis  to  disregard  for  life  and 
concludes,  “Christians,  in  particu-  ; 
lar,  realize  that  their  responsibility  . 
within  creation  and  their  duty  to¬ 
wards  nature  and  the  Creator  are  an 
essential  part  of  their  faith.” 

In  January  religious  leaders  from 
around  the  world  gathered  with  sci¬ 
entists  and  government  leaders  in  , 
Moscow  to  discuss  the  environmen¬ 
tal  crisis,  issuing  a  statement  that 
said  a  religious  response  is  “essen¬ 
tial”  to  “long-standing  patterns  of 
neglect  and  exploitation”  on  earth. 


'Dissolution  of  boundaries' 
predicted  for  evangelicals 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

Evangelicals  will  find  them¬ 
selves  cooperating  more  with  Pen- 
tecostals  and  developing 
systematic  approaches  on  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  issues,  ranging  from  the  en- 
vironment  to  New  Age 
spirituality,  according  to  several 
scholarly  observers  of  the  evan¬ 
gelical  movement. 

During  the  1970s.  evangelicals 
gained  new  prominence  on  the 
religious  scene  thanks  to  the  high 
visibility  of  such  “born  again” 
Christians  as  Chuck  Colson  and 
Jimmy  Carter. 

Inerrancy  divisive 

But  biblical  inerrancy  proved 
to  be  a  divisive  issue  for  evan¬ 
gelicals,  with  some  insisting  that 
Scripture  is  authoritative  only  on 
matters  of  faith  and  morals  and 
not  necessary  in  the  areas  of  his¬ 
tory  and  science. 

In  the  past  decade,  evangeli¬ 
cals  gained  even  more  public  at¬ 
tention  because  of  their  activities 
in  politics  and  televangelism. 

But  the  diversity  of  the  move¬ 
ment  also  led  to  questions  about 
its  identity,  when  people  at  such 
opposite  ends  of  the  spectrum  as 
Jerry  Falwell  and  Jim  Wallis 
could  both  claim  the  label. 

As  evangelicals  enter  the 
1990s,  “there  is  a  radical  dissolu¬ 


tion  of  the  boundaries,”  in  the 
view  of  Donald  W.  Dayton,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  theology  and  ethics  at 
Northern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  Lombard,  III.,  and 
author  of  “Discovering  an  Evan¬ 
gelical  Heritage.” 

He  finds  this  demonstrated  in 
the  development  of  “Christianity 
Today,"  the  flagship  periodical 
of  the  movement. 

“In  my  mind,  they  have  given 
up  the  kind  of  agenda  they  had  in 
their  founding,  which  was  to  be  a 
kind  of  intellectual  journal  for 
the  neo-evangelicals  who 
emerged  from  fundamentalism," 
Dr.  Dayton  says.  “It  was  much 
more  theological.” 

Magazine  'nondescript' 

Today,  Dr.  Dayton  says,  the 
magazine  has  "become  much 
more  nondescript  and  has  lost  a 
lot  of  its  cutting  edge.  The  scen¬ 
ery  is  much  more  complex,  and 
they've  changed  the  character. 
Part  of  what’s  going  on  is  the  sort 
of  confusion  of  what’s  going  on 
in  the  evangelical  subculture.” 

From  his  perspectives  as  im¬ 
mediate  past  president  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  for  Pentecostal  Studies  and 
current  president  of  the  Wesley¬ 
an  Theological  Society.  Dr.  Day- 
ton  says  he  finds  these 
evangelical  subcultures  becoming 
more  conscious  about  their  spe¬ 
cific  theological  heritages. 
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Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Methodist  Hospital  Carries  Forth  Mission 


Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 


"I  was  a  stranger  and  you  took 
me  in  ...  I  was  sick  and  you  visited 
me.”  Matthew  25:35 

Ministering  to  the  sick,  bereave¬ 
ment  support  and  spreading  the 
Good  News  are  some  of  the  many 
ways  that  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  carries  forth  the 
mission  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence. 

In  keeping  with  the  Christian 
spirit,  Methodist  Hospital  and  the 
Methodist  Health  System  promotes 
health  and  wholeness  through  heal¬ 
ing,  caring,  serving  and  educating 
the  people  of  the  New  Orleans  Hast 
community.  As  a  Christian  institu¬ 
tion,  Methodist  Hospital  recognizes 
the  need  to  treat  the  patient  as  a  to¬ 
tal  person.  Meeting  the  spiritual 
needs  of  patients  is  an  essential  goal 
of  the  care  offered. 

Each  day,  members  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Pastoral  Services,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Chaplain  Paul 
G.  Durbin,  share  the  Good  News 
through  the  distribution  of  Bibles  to 
newborns. 


Chaplains  are  available  on  a  24 
hour  basis  to  visit  patients  and  their 
loved  one  regardless  of  religious 
background.  Through  individual 
pastoral  counseling,  our  Chaplains 
explore  personal  development  and 
significant  issues  focusing  on  topics 
relating  to  God,  self  and  others. 

As  physical  reminders  of  God’s 
presence  and  grace,  Methodist  of¬ 
fers  encouragement  and  support 
during  special  times.  Methodist  fur¬ 
ther  seeks  to  serve  by  offering  the 
Sacraments  of  the  Church  and  op¬ 
portunities  to  worship.  Interde¬ 
nominational  worship  services  are 
held  in  the  Koelemay  Chapel,  and 
are  broadcast  to  patient  rooms  on 
the  Hospital  closed  circuit  televi¬ 
sion  system. 

With  the  support  of  other  indi¬ 
viduals,  Methodist  assists  the 
downtrodden  through  the  various 
bereavement  programs.  Through 
support  groups  such  as  Resolve 
Through  Sharing,  bereaved  parents, 
who  have  experienced  the  loss  of  a 
baby,  have  an  opportunity  to  meet 
with  others  who  share  the  same 


Dr.  Myron  Madden,  Pastoral  Counselor/Chaplain,  addresses  at¬ 
tendees  at  the  "Unwrapping  the  Gift  of  Healing,"  seminar  during 
the  recent  Medicine  and  Religion  Week. 


Lafon  Methodist  Nursing  Home  UMC 
4021  Cadillac  Street 


New  Orleans,  LA  70122 


When  residents  enter  Lafon 
Methodist  Home  a  care  plan  is  de¬ 
veloped  to  outline  their  interests, 
hobbies,  past  occupation  and  spiri¬ 
tual  decorum.  This  plan  represents 
a  salient  component  of  the  total  re¬ 
habilitation  program  by  encourag¬ 
ing  residents  to  function  socially  in 
progress  of  a  meaningful  way  of  life. 
This  planned  and  diversified  sched¬ 
ule  of  recreational  and  social  activi¬ 
ties  is  primarily  tailored  to  assist 
everyone  in  the  use  of  their  physical 
and  mental  capacities  to  utmost. 

Progress  of  these  programs  rests 
on  the  skills  and  expertise  of  the 
staff.  They  work  directly  with  the 
resident  toward  achieving  the  ulti¬ 
mate  goals  of  high  quality  care  that 
is  dictated  by  the  physical,  social 
and  emotional  well-being  as  part  of 
the  education. 

Our  Activity  Coordinator  plans 
and  develops  individual  activities 
as  well  as  group  activities  for  our 
residents.  Our  most  recent  holiday 
celebrate  was  Mardi  Gras  on  Febru¬ 
ary  20,  1990;  we  held  our  5th  Annu¬ 
al  Carnival  Ball  1990.  The  Mistress 
of  Ceremonies  was  Sally  Ann  Rob¬ 
erts,  co-anchor  person  for  Channel 
4  WWL  T.V.  The  King  was  Mr. 
Sherman  Berry  who  was  escorted  by 
two  of  our  “Saint’s  Saintsation” 
Cheerleaders.  The  Queen,  Mrs. 
Priscilla  Tyler  was  escorted  by 
Saints  Football  player  Buford  Jor¬ 
dan.  The  court  consisted  of  1st 


Maid  Ms.  Veronica  Blandin,  2nd 
Maid  Mrs.  Anaise  Valcour,  1st 
Duke  Mr.  Charles  Phillips,  2nd 
Duke  Mr.  Joseph  Kennedy. 

The  Royal  Court,  residents, 
Board  of  Directors,  family  mem¬ 
bers  and  visitors  were  royally  enter- 
tained  by  The  internationally 
renowned  musical  composer,  writ¬ 
er,  producer  and  Grammy  Award 
winner  Allen  Toussaint.  Another 
Grammy  Award  Winner  Cyril  Nev¬ 
ille  and  Neville  Brothers,  also  pro¬ 
vided  entertainment.  The  musical 
selections  were  introduced  by  our 
"Chairman  of  Publicity”  Theodore 
“Ted”  Jones.  The  theme  of  the  day 
was  Mardi  Gras  on  the  “U.S.S.  LA¬ 
FON.”  The  entire  facility  was  deco¬ 
rated  to  resemble  a  cruise  ship.  The 
background  of  the  Court’s  seating 
arrangement  was  the  horizon  of  a 
ship  at  sea.  This  ship  represented  a 
smooth  ride  and  through  life  where 
our  residents  were  slowly  sailing 
through  life’s  journey. 

We  received  T.V.  coverage  on 
Channel  8  T.V.,  Times-Picayune  and 
Channel  4  T.V.  ran  in  parts  for  seven 
consecutive  days.  The  Mayor  of  The 
City  of  New  Orleans,  Sidney  Barthe- 
lemy  honored  all  members  of  the 
court  with  certificates  and  also  gave  a 
heartfelt  speech  to  the  residents,  visi¬ 
tors,  volunteers,  and  also  commend¬ 
ed  Lafon  Auxiliary  for  its  impressive 
leadership  in  volunteering. 


Left,  Theodore  "Ted"  (ones;  center,  Allen  Toussaint;  and  right.  Ad¬ 
ministrator,  Edward  "Sandy"  Lang. 
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Outreach  Ministries  of  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home 


The  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston 
continues  to  serve  the  public,  MCH 
staff,  clergy  and  professionals  with 
informative  workshops  and  semi¬ 
nars. 

The  program  is  called  “The 
Training  Resource  Center.”  At  the 
most  recent  workshop  on  Sex  Ad¬ 
diction,  nine  pastors  were  in  atten¬ 
dance.  They  will  receive  continuing 
education  credit  for  their  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  two  day  workshop. 
There  were  more  than  fifty  partici¬ 
pants  at  the  workshop. 

The  next  workshop  will  be  on  the 
subject  of  “Launching  Children  and 
Adolescents.”  The  date  is  May  10, 
1990  at  the  Children’s  Home.  Even 
if  a  young  person  has  had  what  we 
might  consider  to  be  a  good  up¬ 
bringing  there  remains  problems  in 
moving  from  one  phase  of  life  to 
the  other.  No  child  gets  everything 
he  needs.  Our  seminar  will  give  us 
some  ideas  of  what  children  need  to 
advance  through  the  stages  of  life  as 
well  as  how  we  can  be  most  helpful 


to  those  who  have  developmental 
gaps  in  their  development. 

The  presenter  will  be  Myron  C. 
Madden.  It  is  said  of  Myron  C. 
Madden  by  M.  Scott  Pect,  M.D., 
that  ”...  his  book  Blessing,  Giving 
the  Gift  of  Power  is  the  single  great¬ 
est  contribution  to  the  field  of  psy¬ 
chotherapy  and  the  scientific 
understanding  of  the  human  soul  to 
be  made  in  the  past  twenty  years.” 

Myron  Madden  has  been  in  pri¬ 
vate  counseling  and  consultation 
practice  since  1983.  Prior  to  that, 
he  was  involved  in  Pastoral  Care. 
He  has  also  served  as  a  pastor  for 
various  churches  and  served  as  an 
Army  Chaplain  during  World  War 
II. 

Mr.  Madden  has  authored  the  fol¬ 
lowing  works:  The  Power  to  Bless; 
Blessing:  Giving  the  Gift  of  Power; 
Raise  the  Dead;  and  Claim  Your 
Heritage.  He  co-authored  with  his 
wife  Mary  Ben,  The  Time  of  Your 
Life;  and  For  Grandparents:  Won¬ 
ders  and  Worries. 


grief.  Conducted  by  Chaplain  Judy 
Nelson,  the  self-help  group.  They 
Help  Each  Other  Spiritually 
(THEOS),  helps  the  widowed. 

For  the  past  seven  years,  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital  has  made  an  education¬ 
al  commitment  to  the  Methodist 
ministers  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  Each  year  the  Hospital 
offers  a  series  of  lectures  and  pro¬ 
grams  that  qualify  for  continuing 
education  credits.  Recently,  Meth¬ 
odist  sponsored  a  seminar  on  “Un¬ 
wrapping  the  Gift  of  Healing”  led 
by  Dr.  Ed  Manche. 

Methodist  Hospital  also  conducts 
programs  and  services,  such  as  Se¬ 
nior  Focus  for  those  55  and  over, 
and  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund, 
which  address  the  special  needs  of 
individuals. 

Courtesy,  concern,  kindness  and 
compassion  are  the  watchwords  in 
serving  the  patients  and  families  of 
Methodist  Hospital  as  they  contin¬ 
ue  to  instill  the  mission  of  caring,  a 
tradition  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Has  Many  Faces 


This  picture  is  of  fhe  Lafon  Auxiliary  Annual  Meeting  in  (anuary 
1990.  Mrs.  Alice  Porter  presents  a  check  for  $4,600  to  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Directors,  Dr.  Andrew  Douglas.  This  amount  repre¬ 
sents  the  sum  raised  at  The  Annual  Banquet  and  Fashion  Show  and 
the  membership  drive  by  the  auxiliary.  The  Lafon  auxiliary,  under 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Alice  Porter,  has  contributed  not  only  monies 
but  their  valuable  time. 

The  members  also  like  to  visit  with  the  residents  to  remind  them 
that  they  are  viable  members  of  the  community.  They  serve  as  vol¬ 
unteers  on  ventures  out  to  the  Zoo,  Museums  and  other  places  with 
the  residents. 


Pictured  are  the  queen,  Mrs.  Priscilla  Tyler  and  King,  Mr.  Sherman 
Berry,  along  with  their  court. 


From  left  to  right,  Clergyman  Bob  Townsend,  Larry  Norman,  James 
Humphries,  James  Poole,  Cage  McLemore,  and  Reggie  Monson.  Not 
pictured  are  Bill  Willis,  Tim  Babington,  and  Augie  Aamodt. 


Following  the  high  school  band  and  leader  of  the  "Second  Line 
March,"  is  our  Director  of  Nursing  Division,  Shirley  P.  Theodore. 


•y  Norman,  pastor  of  Many  UMC,  is  shown  in  conversation  with 
Paul  Ware  who  was  the  featured  speaker  and  is  also  the  con- 


J  . . .,  a  white  3  year  old  girl  and  H 
. . .,  her  2  year  old  brother,  were 
abandoned  in  a  neighborhood  bar. 
Their  last  name  is  unknown.  We  are 
providing  the  immediate  care.  Your 
heart  would  be  touched  to  see  these 
beautiful  children.  At  the  same 
time,  there  would  be  joy  at  how 
they  hug  and  hold  to  you. 

R  . . .,  a  white  10  year  old  girl, 

lived  with  a  mother  who  was  alco¬ 
holic,  drug  addicted,  and  a  prosti¬ 
tute.  She  has  been  sexually  abused 
more  than  once  in  that  situation. 
She  had  multiple  placements  with 
relatives  and  friends,  when  her 
mother  would  leave.  At  present  no 
one  knows  the  whereabouts  of  her 
mother.  Her  school  attendance  has 
been  erratic  and  her  grades  poor. 
Our  treatment  center  is  helping  her 
deal  with  her  problems. 

N  . . .,  a  black  13  year  old  girl,  was 
picked  up  for  shop  lifting.  She  has 
been  homeless  since  she  was  ten. 
Now  she  is  getting  help. 

B  . . .,  a  white  13  year  old  girl,  was 

found  parenting  her  four  siblings. 
Both  of  her  parents  were  in  jail.  All 
the  children  are  now  with  us. 

D  ...  is  here  for  respite  care.  He 
lives  in  a  foster  home.  When  the 
foster  parents  need  rest  or  relief  for 
a  few  days,  we  are  here  to  give  care. 
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•MAKING  MIRACLES  HAPPEN’ 

P.O  BOX  15109  SUtion  B  Now  Orloani.  Louisiana  70175  (5041 89S-7709 

Treatment  Home  placement  is  the 
setting  for  Twenty-two  children 
who  continue  under  our  care.  These 
children  no  longer  need  to  be  in 
group  therapy.  They  continue  thera¬ 
py  in  a  home  setting.  Part  of  their 
treatment  is  living  in  a  home  envi¬ 
ronment  that  is  highly  trained  to 
handle  these  children.  This  has 
been  a  highly  successful  program 
for  The  Methodist  Home. 

Family  and  Parent  Counseling  is 

our  newest  program.  Like  the  early 
Methodist  Circuit  Riders,  the  coun¬ 
selor  rides  a  circuit  of  five  churches 
located  in  the  New  Orleans  area. 
There  he  meets  families  and  chil¬ 
dren  as  a  follow-up  to  our  treatment 
program.  The  counselor  also  takes 
referrals  from  local  pastors  in  the 
various  sections  of  New  Orleans. 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Or- 


Chaplain  Judy  Nelson  offers  the 
Sacraments  of  the  Church. 


E  ....  a  9  year  old  black  male,  re¬ 
cently  became  aggressive  and  rebel¬ 
lious.  He  has  lived  in  foster  homes 
for  several  years.  His  foster  parents 
could  no  longer  manage  him.  Now 
we  are  trying  to  help  him  learn  how 
to  live  in  a  home  setting. 


Christian  values  are  a  vital  part 
of  The  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans.  Here  Rev.  Lynch  leads 
a  worship  service. 

leans  served  over  275  children  this 
past  year.  Each  had  a  special  prob¬ 
lem  that  needed  the  touch  of  Christ. 
Others  needed  our  care,  but  there 
wasn’t  room.  The  Methodist  Home 
has  as  many  faces  as  children  have 
needs.  With  your  help,  Christ  will 
continue  to  minister  to  children. 

We  continue  to  pray  that  some 
heart  will  be  touched  to  help  buy 
land  and  build  group  homes  for  our 
children.  Over  75%  of  the  child  care  ■■ 
needs  of  Louisiana  occur  within  90 
miles  of  New  Orleans.  As  concerned 
Christians,  we  must  meet  these 
needs. 
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Open  to  the  Public 


Just  before  Marilyn  and  I  moved  to  Louisiana,  we  made  our  first  trip 
to  Europe.  I  was  a  United  Methodist  delegate  to  the  European  Faith 
Conference  in  Vienna.  Following  the  Conference,  we  spent  a  week  on 
the  back  roads  visiting  villages  and  old  cities  in  the  Austrian  Alps. 

The  most  vivid  memory  of  that  trip  is  of  the  pulpits  in  the  great  ca¬ 
thedrals.  They  were  usually  very  high  and  ornate,  and  as  the  saying 
goes,  six  feet  above  contradiction.  These  great  pulpits  looked  down  on 
the  worshipers  and  proclaimed  a  powerful  gospel  with  great  authority. 

But  most  of  those  cathedrals  are  now  primarily  tourists  attractions. 
The  pulpits  are  little  more  than  conversation  pieces  —  silent  orna¬ 
ments  of  a  different  day.  I  can  still  see  the  chain  across  the  stairwell 
leading  up  to  the  great  pulpit  of  a  magnificent  cathedral  in  Salzburg.  A 
sign  across  the  chain  said,  “Closed  to  the  Public.” 

I  fear  that  the  church  today  often  puts  up  “closed  to  the  public”  signs 
on  our  pulpits  and  our  doors,  not  literally  but  by  the  way  we  proclaim 
the  Gospel  and  live  out  our  lives  as  congregations. 

We  do  this  by  communicating  a  sense  of  closeness  —  it’s  our  church! 
We  are  comfortable  with  each  other!  New  members  need  not  apply! 

In  fact,  I  actually  heard  a  layman  say,  “If  we  don’t  have  any  new 
members  then  we  will  not  have  to  pay  more  apportionments.” 

We  cannot  be  a  faithful  church  unless  we  are  an  inviting  church. 

The  question  is,  do  we  really  believe  it  makes  a  difference  in  one’s 
life  whether  he  or  she  is  a  believer  in  Jesus  Christ  and  a  member  of  the 
church? 

If  not,  Methodism  will  go  the  way  of  European  cathedrals  that  now 
dot  the  landscapes  as  tourist  attractions,  museums,  and  mausoleums. 

If  we  do  so  believe  ,  we  will  grow  in  faith  and  number  and  be  a  vital 
part  of  the  universal  Church  for  many  years  to  come. 
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UMW  Assembly  to 
take  place  in  May 


More  than  9000  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  will  attend  a  quadrenni¬ 
al  assembly  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri,  May  3-6,  1990.  “Witness¬ 
es  for  a  New  World"  is  the  theme 
for  the  meeting  which  serves  as  the 
official  organization  of  women  or¬ 
ganized  for  mission  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-two 
United  Methodist  Women  are  regis¬ 
tered  from  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  Serving  as  Louisiana 
Conference  delegates  are  Norma 
Winegeart,  Conference  President, 
Betty  Ferrington,  Seola  Callahan, 
Mary  Spell,  Taylor  Phillips,  and 
Lois  Heath.  Alternate  delegates  are 
Georgie  Dunbar,  Marilyn  Ray,  and 
Celia  Johnson.  Louisiana  partici¬ 
pants  have  been  awarded  several 
special  assignments. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-nine  local 
units  submitted  membership  lists  to 
be  included  in  the  “Wall  of  Wit¬ 
nesses"  exhibit. 

The  four  day  meeting  will  'feature 


nationally  and  internationally 
known  speakers  on  eco-justice  and 
the  needs  and  rights  of  children. 
The  massive  meeting  will  include 
workshops  on  topics  such  as  Bible 
study  and  spiritual  life  and  interna¬ 
tional  affairs. 

The  United  Methodist  Women 
include  1.2  million  members  in 
more  than  27,000  local  units.  It  is 
headed  by  Sally  Graham  Ernst  of 
Bethel  Park,  Pennsylvania  who  also 
heads  the  assembly  planning  com¬ 
mittee.  “This  assembly  calls  us  to 
celebrate  our  common  heritage  and 
build  a  common  future.  Our  lives 
have  been  changed  by  the  witness  of 
strong  women  in  mission  who  made 
a  difference  in  their  time.  The  God 
of  hope  on  whom  they  called  is  the 
same  God  who  will  empower  us  to 
take  risks  in  our  day,"  the  focus 
statement  for  the  assembly  declares. 

The  assembly  will  begin  with  a 
celebratory  worship  service  on 
Thursday  night.  May  3,  and  end  at 
noon  on  May  6. 


Department  Chair  at  Centenary 
Receives  Prestigious  Honor 


That  Family  Feeling ! 
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Dr.  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  Chaplain, 
Professor,  and  Chairman  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Religion  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport  has  been 
named  the  second  incumbent  of  the 
T.  L.  James  Chair  of  Religion.  The 
installation  took  place  at  Founder’s 
Day  Convocation  Thursday,  April  5 
in  Brown  Chapel. 

“I  am  very  happy,  very  pleased,” 
said  Dr.  Taylor  with  his  easy  smile. 
“One  of  the  honors  for  me  in  filling 
this  chair  is  to  follow  the  model  of 
Webb  Pomeroy,  a  good  friend  and 
colleague  of  so  many  years.  He  cer¬ 
tainly  gave  lustre  to  the  chair.” 

A  1952  graduate  of  Centenary, 
Dr.  Taylor  earned  both  the  Master 
of  Divinity  and  Master  of  Sacred 
Theology  degrees  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  SMU.  He  earned  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  degree  from 
Austin  Presbyterian  Theological 
Seminary. 

A  member  of  the  faculty  since 
1961,  he  has  held  the  position  of 
Chaplain  and  Professor  of  Religion 
for  28  years  and  has  also  served  as 
Acting  Dean,  Assistant  to  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  Director  of  Church  Relations, 
and  Director  of  Church  Careers. 

Dr.  Taylor  has  won  the  Outstand¬ 
ing  Teacher  Award  and  has  been 
named  a  Faculty  Pacesetter  twice. 
He  has  won  two  special  Awards  for 
Dedicated  Service  to  Centenary, 
and  the  Maroon  Jackets  voted  him 
honorary  membership. 

But  Dr.  Taylor  is  probably  best 
known  for  his  wonderful  prayers. 
As  Chaplain  of  the  College,  he  has 
given  hundreds  of  invocations, 
benedictions,  and  blessings. 

In  the  classroom,  Dr.  Taylor 
teaches  a  wide  range  of  courses  in¬ 
cluding  Old  and  New  Testament 
Survey,  Development  of  Christian 
Thought,  Biblical  Interpretation, 
and  Liberation  Theology.  He  has 
also  taught  Introduction  to  Religion 
and  Christian  Education  and  would 


like  to  develop  courses  in  Women 
and  Religion,'  Modem  Theology, 
and  the  Theology  of  Prayer.  "That’s 
the  one  I  really  want  to  do,”  he  said. 

"I  anticipate  a  very  heavy  empha¬ 
sis  upon  ministerial  recruitment  in 
the  next  few  years,”  he  added,  con¬ 
tinuing,  “and  we  in  the  Department 
of  Religion  want  to  be  here  to  help 
meet  that  challenge  at  the  under¬ 
graduate  level.” 

In  the  Department  of  Religion,  as 
in  the  remainder  of  the  College,  "We 
offer  education  with  a  soul,”  said 
Taylor.  “We  are  concerned  about 
the  effect  of  knowledge  on  human 
life  and  how  our  knowledge  and 
skills  can  be  used  to  enhance  hu¬ 
man  lives.  Knowledge  means  pow¬ 
er,  and  our  value-centered 
education  helps  us  to  use  power 
with  both  wisdom  and  compassion. 
Value-centered  education  acknowl¬ 
edges  and  affirms  the  spiritual  di¬ 
mension  in  human  life.” 

That  is  what  makes  Centenary 
College,  its  faculty,  and  students 
stand  out. 


Dr.  Robert  Ed  Taylor 


r  Persons — Churches  — Events n 


The  Winter-Spring  “Early  Morn¬ 
ing"  Bible  Study  this  year  for  the 
members  of  First  UMC,  Homer  is 
taking  place  during  the  Lenten  Sea¬ 
son.  The  Bible  Study  focuses  on  Ga¬ 
latians  and  Ephesians.  It  is  open  to 
all  adults  and  teenagers.  Each  study 
begins  at  6:30  a.m.  and  ends  at  7:30 
a.m.  A  light  breakfast  is  served  each 
time  for  those  attending.  Rev. 
James  H.  Humphreys  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  of  Amite  UMW’s  re¬ 
cent  salad  luncheon  was  a  great  suc¬ 
cess.  There  were  33  UMW 
members,  10  community  visitors, 
and  10  District  and  Conference 
UMW  officers  in  attendance.  It  was 
indeed  a  time  of  fellowship  for  the 
women  of  the  church  and  a  chance 
for  them  to  meet  other  UMW  in  the 
North  Shore  District.  The  salad  lun¬ 
cheon  committee  consisted  of  Jill 
Ridgedell,  Maureen  Edwards,  Lou¬ 
ise  Flanakin.  Norma  McMichael, 
and  Susie  Cefalu.  Rev.  Ken  Irby  is 


pastor. 

*  *  * 

Tom  H.  Matheny  of  Hammond 
and  member  of  First  UMC,  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  for 
Christian  Higher  Education  Board 
of  Trustees  which  was  held  Febru¬ 
ary  3  in  Phoenix,  Arizona.  Mr. 
Matheny  is  Chairman  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Board  of  Trustees. 
Dr.  Nancy  M.  Carruth  of  Bunkie 
and  a  member  of  David  Hass  Me¬ 
morial  UMC  also  participated  in 
the  annual  meeting. 

Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys  is 
pastor  of  First  Church,  and  Rev. 
Charles  L.  Floyd  Jr.  is  pastor  of  Da¬ 
vid  Haas. 

*  *  * 

Walker  UMC  has  recently  begun 
a  new  program  for  children  entitled 
"Saturday  Morning  Live.”  The  last 
Saturday  of  each  '“onth.  from  10  to 
1 1  a.m.,  all  children  who  are  in  kin¬ 
dergarten  through  grade  6  are  invit- 


Around  the  Conference 


SPECIAL  GIFT  —  White's  Chapel  UMC  has  a  steeple  again,  thanks 
to  a  generous  donation  by  Gladys  White  Martin.  The  church,  built 
in  1894,  is  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historical  Places.  It  is 
located  10  miles  south  of  Bunkie  on  Highway  29.  Rev.  Charles  Floyd 
is  pastor. 


The  Epps,  Floyd,  and  Pioneer 
United  Methodist  churches  are  in¬ 
dividual  congregations  comprising 
the  Epps  Charge  in  the  Monroe  Dis¬ 
trict.  As  separate  bodies  of  Christ, 
these  small  rural  churches  take  jus¬ 
tifiable  pride  in  their  individuality. 

At  the  same  time,  these  three 
churches  have  something  extra  spe¬ 
cial  going  for  them.  That  extra  spe¬ 
cial  something  is  a  modern  embodi¬ 
ment  of  Christian  love  in  the  form 
of  incredible  fellowship  time  spent 
together. 

Beginning  with  a  dedicated  and 
committed  Family  Ministries  Coor¬ 
dinator  from  the  Epps  congrega¬ 
tion,  activities  for  the  entire  Charge 
are  planned  on  a  regular  basis. 

This  “round  robin”  fellowship 
began  by  simply  extending  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  all  the  churches  of  the 
Charge  whenever  the  opportunity 
presented  itself.  The  response  has 
been  so  overwhelming  that  now 
each  church  invites  the  other 
to  its  activities  in  the  same  way  ex¬ 
tended  family  is  invited  to  Sunday 
dinner. 

Approximately  50  to  60  persons 
consistently  attend  these  combined 
functions.  These  get-togethers  have 
included  a  hot  lunch  for  Harvest  of 


Hope  gleaners,  the  Epps  UMC 
Homecoming,  Floyd’s  Covered 
Dish  Dinners,  Pioneer’s  Hymn 
Sings,  Christmas  Open  House  at  the 
Parsonage,  Epps’  Valentine  party, 
and  Floyd’s  Easter  Egg  hunt. 

In  this  same  spirit  of  families 
gathering  together,  these  three 
churches  have  also  organized  a 
Charge  UMYF  for  the  Junior  and 
Senior  High  youth.  The  success  of 
this  combined  group  has  been  phe¬ 
nomenal  and  is  due  primarily  to  the 
support  of  all  the  parents.  These 
young  people  have  even  ridden  the 
Circuit  with  their  pastor,  participat¬ 
ing  in  all  three  worship  services  on 
a  Sunday  morning. 

The  idea  for  the  Charge  UMYF 
has  been  submitted  to  the  “It 
Worked  For  Us!"  column  of  The 
Interpreter  for  consideration  as  a 
solution  to  an  all  too  common  prob¬ 
lem. 

Marion  Patton,  Family  Minis¬ 
tries  Coordinator  for  Epps  UMC,  is 
being  nominated  for  Layperson  of 
the  Year  for  her  dynamic  leadership 
and  comprehensive  vision  in  build¬ 
ing  the  Kingdom  in  such  a  loving 
and  unique  way.  The  Rev.  Gary  L. 
Elliott  is  the  pastor  of  this  unique 
charge. 


Marines  Help  Children's  Home 


Ten  marines  from  3rd  Combat 
Engineer  Battalion  volunteered  a 
few  hours  of  their  time  in  February 
to  paint  a  shed  at  the  Misato  Inter¬ 
national  Children’s  Home,  Gu- 
shikawa,  Okinawa,  Japan.  This  was 
the  second  time  3rd  CEB  came  to 
the  orphanage  to  help  out.  Current¬ 
ly  there  are  40  children  at  this 
home. 

“After  today,  we’ll  be  coming 
here  once  a  month  to  help  out,”  ex¬ 
plained  Navy  Lieutenant  Louis  Au¬ 
gustine  III,  3rd  CEB  chaplain  and 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  They  plan  on  con¬ 
structing  a  plywood  floor,  patching 
old  walls  and  installing  light  poles. 

The  3rd  Marine  Division  volun¬ 
teers  will  also  take  a  break  from 
work  and  entertain  the  children  by 
taking  them  to  various  recreational 


activities  according  to  Lt.  Augus¬ 
tine. 

"On  Okinawa,  a  marine’s  social 
and  cultural  livelihood  can  depend 
on  a  chaplain’s  collaboration  with 
Okinawans,’’  said  Augustine. 
"Sharing  a  unit’s  resources,  talents, 
gifts  and  graces  can  bring  two  cul¬ 
tures  together  in  brotherly  and  sis¬ 
terly  love.  This  kind  of  activity  not 
only  enables  marines  to  get  out  of 
the  barracks  and  off  base,  but  gives 
them  and  the  Okinawans  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  experience  each  other  cul¬ 
turally." 

"Last  week  we  brought  some  toys 
for  the  kids,"  said  one  of  the  ma¬ 
rines.  "It  was  fun  watching  them 
play  with  the  stuffed  animals.  I  also 
believe  it  helps  our  relations  with 
the  Okinawans." 


In  Memoriam 


Retired  minister  Rev.  Louis  L.  Streams  Jr.  died  March  21,  1990. 
Rev.  Streams  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Cynthia,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
He  was  74  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Elizabeth  G.  Riley,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Edward  P.  Riley,  died 
March  27,  1990.  She  is  survived  by  three  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Mrs.  Riley  was  73  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


ed  to  join  in  for  a  fun-packed 
activity  time.  Different  activities  are 
planned  for  each  month,  ranging 
from  arts  and  crafts  to  guest  speak¬ 
ers  and  field  trips.  Two  volunteers 
are  needed  each  month  to  supervise 
the  program.  This  is  truly  a  wonder¬ 
ful  time  for  fun  and  fellowship.  Rev. 
Mark  R.  Martin  is  pastor. 

*  ♦  * 

After  two  years  of  fund  raising 
and  many  hours  of  hard  work,  the 


nursery  renovation  project  at  First 
UMC  in  Mansfield  is  now  com¬ 
plete.  Donations,  garage  sales,  and 
Blueberry  Festival  booths  have  fi¬ 
nanced  the  new  entrance  to  the  play- 
yard,  carpet,  fencing,  paint,  and 
wallpaper.  The  money  has  also 
made  it  possible  to  purchase  a  new 
microwave  oven,  cribs,  and  high 
chairs.  Nursery  coordinators  are 
Kimberly  Ryals  and  Kelly  Murphy. 
Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans  is  pastor. 


90  YEARS  YOUNG  —  Pictured  during  the  90th  birthday  celebration 
of  Mrs.  Sallie  Settoon,  a  lifelong  Methodist,  is  Dr.  Larry  Robertson, 
pastor  of  First  UMC,  Ponchatoula,  and  Rev.  Burl  Dampier,  Minister 
of  Visitation.  Mrs.  Settoon's  loyalty  and  service  to  her  church  has 
blessed  many  people  throughout  the  years. 


SPECIAL  MEMORIAL  —  G.  ). 
“lerry"  Bridges,  President  of 
MacDonell  United  Methodist 
Children's  Services,  Inc.  in  Hou¬ 
ma  stands  by  the  monument 
commemorating  Memorial 
Walk.  Memorial  Walk  is  a  dou¬ 
ble  row  of  live  oak  trees  which 
are  dedicated  in  memory  of  de¬ 
ceased  loved  ones  or  in  honor  of 
people  who  have  been  meaning¬ 
ful  in  the  life  of  another.  The 
minimum  contribution  is  $750. 
A  plaque  is  placed  at  the  base  of 
each  dedicated  tree.  For  more 
information  call  (504)  868-8362. 
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Editorials  - 

Findings  about  church:  Take  heart 


My  Witnocc 

Faith  of  Salvadorans  is  challenge ,  gift 


Bad  news  about  organized  reli¬ 
gion  is  not,  sad  to  say,  hard  to  find. 

Declining  membership,  conflicts 
over  moral  issues,  rising  health  in¬ 
surance  costs  that  threaten  to  re¬ 
duce  outreach,  etc., — these  are  just 
a  few  low-note  examples  of  what 
seems  regularly  to  make  headlines. 

Take  heart. 

A  recent  study  shows  that  some 
facts  about  church  life  are  more 
hopeful  than  one  might  suspect. 

According  to  findings  by  Religion 
in  American  Life,  there's  much  that  is 
positive  in  organized  religion  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  in  this  issue).  For  example: 

■  Regular  worship  attendance  is 
twice  as  high  as  those  polled 


Widespread  negative  assump¬ 
tions  about  organized  religion  are 
part  of  a  pattern  of  distrust  of  all 
large  institutions  in  our  society  (see 
preceding  editorial). 

The  mere  mention  of  "church,” 
“denomination,”  and  "organized  reli¬ 
gion”  triggers  an  unfavorable  stereo¬ 
type  of  distant,  uncaring,  and 
impersonal  behavior  assumed  by 
some  to  be  inherent  in  all  institutions. 

Regrettably,  the  stereotypes  con¬ 
tain  a  measure  of  truth.  Scripture 
and  experience  confirm  that  the 
church  in  one  respect  is  merely  an 
“earthen  vessel”  holding  the  trea¬ 
sure  of  God’s  saving  Word. 

As  such,  it  bears  all  the  marks  of 
humanity’s  imperfection:  limited  in 
our  vision,  lacking  in  love  and  often 
disobedient  to  God’s  will. 

The  Religion  in  American  Life 
study  reminds  us,  however,  of  an¬ 
other,  equally  valid  dimension  of  the 
church:  that,  despite  its  imperfect 
nature,  it  can  be,  and  often  is,  one  of 
the  world’s  greatest  forces  for  good. 

Ev#h  non-believers  in  Eastern 
Europe  have  confessed  as  much  in 


thought  it  was — 100  million  instead 
of  50  million. 

■  Strong  correlations  exist  be¬ 
tween  church  attendance  and  posi¬ 
tive  personal  conduct,  such  as  work 
productivity,  family  stability,  and 
illegal  drug  avoidance. 

■  Churches  and  synagogues  an¬ 
nually  donate  more  than  $19  billion 
to  public  needs,  such  as  health-care 
projects,  food  for  the  hungry,  etc. 

■  Religious  groups  top  the  list  of 
24  organizations  viewed  as  improv¬ 
ing  urban  life. 

We  welcome  such  findings.  They 
offer  needed  balance  to  frequent  dis¬ 
couraging  reports  and  negative  as¬ 
sumptions  about  organized  religion. 


light  of  the  church’s  many  contribu¬ 
tions — stability,  moral  authority, 
trustworthiness,  etc. — to  the  demo¬ 
cratic  revolutions  there. 

As  Christians,  our  faith  belongs 
in  what  God  can  do,  and  not  in 
what  the  church,  or  any  temporal 
institution,  can  do. 

We  shouldn’t  be  surprised  to 
learn,  then,  that  God  often  uses  us 
in  the  church  to  do  things  in 
Christ's  name —  from  resettling  ref¬ 
ugees  to  feeding  souls —  that  other¬ 
wise  would  not  be  done. 

Indeed,  in  more  ways  than  we  can 
imagine,  God  uses  congregations, 
church  institutions  and  church-re¬ 
lated  agencies  to  answer  the  prayer: 
“thy  will  be  done  ...  on  earth  as  it 
is  in  heaven.” 

The  next  time  you  or  someone  you 
know  is  tempted  to  "bad  mouth”  the 
church  for  everything  about  it  that’s 
less  than  perfect,  recall  the  Religion 
in  American  Life  findings. 

They  aren’t  the  whole  truth  by  any 
means.  But  they’re  part  of  our  story 
that  we  should  be  proud  to  claim  as 
our  own  and  share  with  others. 


By  WILLIAM  K.  McELVANEY 

On  the  weekend  of  March  24 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  I  partici¬ 
pated  in  a  national  commemora¬ 
tion  of  the  10th  anniversary  of 
the  assassination  of  Archbishop 
Oscar  Romero. 

“Yahweh,  we  come  to  pray  and 
march  on  behalf  of  our  brothers 
and  sisters  in  El  Salvador  . . .  you 
have  given  us  a  martyred  bishop 
who  spoke  and  lived  the  gospel  of 
justice  and  love  ...  we  renounce 
our  government’s  policies  which 
have  contributed  to  the  killing 
fields  of  Central  America  and  we 
call  for  an  end  to  failed  policies . . . 
forgive  us  our  own  apathy,  blind¬ 
ness,  and  complicity . . .  stiffen  our 
spines  that  we  may  act  for  peace 
and  justice ” 

These  expressions  were  among 
many  in  the  ecumenical  prayer  ser¬ 
vice  on  a  cold,  snowy  Saturday 
morning  at  St.  Aloysius  Church 
where  leaders  of  many  denomina¬ 
tions  led  in  prayer  and  witness. 

Following  the  prayer  service  the 
participants  marched  to  the  Capi¬ 
tol  where  we  were  joined  by  others 
who  had  gathered  there.  An  esti¬ 
mated  10,000  to  15,000  people 
marched  up  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
to  the  White  House  carrying  ban¬ 
ners  and  placards. 

A  rally  was  held 

A  rally  was  held  at  the  White 
House  Ellipse  where  Raul  Julia, 
the  actor  who  portrayed  Archbish¬ 
op  Romero  in  the  recent  film, 
“Romero,”  emotionally  read  the 
letter  Romero  wrote  to  then-Presi- 
dent  Jimmy  Carter  in  1980  be¬ 
seeching  him  not  to  give  military 
aid  to  El  Salvador. 

Why  this  witness  on  my  part 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column 
through  which 
Reporter  read¬ 
ers  may  share 
meaningful  ex¬ 
periences  of 
the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev. 

William  K. 

McElvaney  is 
LeVan  Professor  of  Preaching 
and  Worship  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University,  in  Dallas,  Texas  and  a 
ministerial  member  of  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference. 


and  thousands  of  others? 

Call  it  a  witness  responding  to 
witness.  In  1988, 1  visited  a  reset¬ 
tlement  community  of  Salvador¬ 
ans  who  had  returned  from  a 
refugee  camp  in  Honduras.  I  saw 
the  remains  of  their  former 
homes  and  church  which  had 
been  destroyed  by  the  Salvador¬ 
an  military. 

Their  witness  is  a  gift 

Their  witness  of  courage  in  re¬ 
building  this  community  in  spite 
of  constant  ongoing  harassment 
by  the  military  remains  as  a  gift 
and  challenge  to  my  own  faith. 
These  Roman  Catholic  campesi- 
nos  implored  our  group  of  North 
Americans  to  be  their  voice  to 
our  government  on  behalf  of 
changing  U.S.  policy  supporting 
the  military. 

Then  there  is  the  faith,  hope 
and  love  of  priest  and  laity  in  a 
“sister”  church  in  El  Salvador 
whose  members  have  been  threat¬ 
ened,  bombed,  and  incarcerated 


because  they  seek  the  things  I  take 
for  granted:  adequate  food,  shel¬ 
ter,  clothing  and  a  decent  life  be¬ 
yond  mere  survival. 

Their  accounts  of  government 
harassment  and  intimidation  are 
detailed  and  specific,  as  are 
countless  similar  reports  from 
across  El  Salvador. 

The  deplorable  truth  is  that  the 
brutal  murder  of  six  Jesuits  by  el¬ 
ements  of  the  Salvadoran  military 
is  the  “eye  opening”  reality  of  the 
people  of  El  Salvador. 

Blood  has  been  mingled 

More  church  workers  have  been 
killed  in  El  Salvador  in  the  last  de¬ 
cade  than  in  any  other  country  in 
the  world.  In  their  martyrdom,  the 
blood  of  the  church  has  been  min¬ 
gled  with  the  blood  of  the  general 
populace.  To  organize  for  any  pur¬ 
pose,  even  Bible  study,  is  consid¬ 
ered  an  act  of  subversion  by  the 
military. 

It  is  a  hoax  on  our  own  citizens 
and  on  the  people  of  El  Salvador 
to  continue  the  charade  that  El 
Salvador  is  a  democracy. 

There  is  not  a  citizen  of  our 
country  who  would  think  of  the 
United  States  as  a  democracy  un¬ 
der  the  present  conditions  of  El 
Salvador’s  vast  human  rights  vio¬ 
lations  during  the  past  decade: 
bombing  its  own  civilians  (limit¬ 
ed  to  poor  neighborhoods  only!); 
incarcerating  anybody  critical  of 
the  torture  and  disappearances  of 
countless  citizens;  condoning 
death  squads  that  operate  with 
impunity  and  outside  any  proce¬ 
dural  system  of  justice. 

Those  of  us  who  call  for  a  ne¬ 
gotiated  settlement  by  all  parties 
to  the  conflict  are  not  unmindful 


of  violence  committed  by  the 
FMLN. 

While  not  condoning  violence  • 
on  either  side,  our  voice  is  raised  • : 
against  the  Salvadoran  military  1 
because  our  tax  dollars  are  sup¬ 
porting  these  atrocities  and  be¬ 
cause  it  is  clear  from  our  church 
friends  in  El  Salvador  and  the  Sal-  • 
vadoran  people  as  a  whole  that  the 
numbers  killed  and  disappeared 
by  right-wing  death  squads  and 
the  military  vastly  outweigh  the 
casualties  caused  by  the  FMLN. 

We  do  well  to  remember  that  the  ' 
violence  in  El  Salvador  did  not  be-  . 
gin  on  Nov.  1 1  with  the  FMLN  of¬ 
fensive.  For  more  than  10  years  the 
Salvadoran  military  has  practiced 
widespread  violence  in  all  sections 
of  the  country. 

Military  solution  impossible  . 

There  can  be  no  military  solu-  -1 
tion  to  long-standing  social  and 
economic  injustices.  The  call  for 
stopping  U.S.  funding  to  the  Sal¬ 
vadoran  military  does  not  come  : 
from  political  ideology.  It  came 
from  Archbishop  Romero  in  • 
1980  and  represented  then  and  ’• 
now  the  Salvadoran  people,  espe-  . 
dally  the  poor. 

Jon  Sobrino,  the  martyred  Je-  • 
suits’  colleague  who  survived  the 
Nov.  16  assassinations  because  : 
he  was  out  of  the  country,  gives 
us  this  word: 

“If  you  in  this  country  keep  ; 
working  in  whatever  ways  you  • 
can  for  the  crucified  peoples  of  ■. 
the  earth — in  the  U.S.,  in  El  Sal¬ 
vador,  wherever — your  lives  will 
have  more  meaning;  your  faith 
will  be  more  Christian;  your 
hope  will  be  stronger.” 

I  hope  to  be  faithful  to  this  wit¬ 
ness. 


Balance  to  negative  views  needed 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


help  active  Christians  get  elected 


What  others  are  saying 


We  should 

In  recent  months  I  have  become 
aware  of  the  need  for  involvement, 
particularly  in  elective  politics. 

This  is  especially  true  when 
friends  or  acquaintances,  people 
whom  you  know  have  been  active 
participants  in  church  affairs,  an¬ 
nounce  their  intention  to  run  for 
political  office.  Based  on  your 
knowledge  of  the  aspiring  candi¬ 
dates,  you  should  involve  yourself 
in  active  support  of  them. 

The  most  helpful  way  to  be  in¬ 
volved  is  by  calling  candidates’  of¬ 
fices  and  making  yourself  available 
for  certain  hours  to  telephone,  stuff 
envelopes,  type  letters  or  whatever 
may  be  suggested  there. 

Such  involvement  is  of  great  sig¬ 
nificance  during  this  year  when  in¬ 
terest  is  focused  on  elections  that 
are  on  the  local,  county,  district  and 
state  levels. 

Your  involvement  can  make  a  big 
difference  in  assuring  that  commit¬ 
ted,  religious  and  qualified  persons 
fill  these  offices. 

You  know  of  their  abilities  and 
experiences.  Make  sure  everybody 
knows. 


Elections  were  a  surprise 

In  view  of  the  wholesale  rejection 
of  Marxism  in  Eastern  Europe  and 
elsewhere,  the  rationalization  by 
U.S.  church  leaders  for  Daniel  Orte¬ 
ga's  defeat  in  Nicaragua  defies  cre¬ 
dulity,  namely,  the  carrot-and-stick 
of  promised  U.S.  aid  and  war-wea¬ 
riness  from  military  pressure. 

Indeed,  if  this  was  a  plausible 
outcome,  why  was  it  never  hypothe¬ 
sized  before  the  election? 

The  fact  that  liberation  theologians 
were  taken  by  surprise  by  the  stun¬ 
ning  victory  of  Violetta  Chamorro 
indicates  to  me  that  they  were  just  as 
out  of  touch  with  the  economic  and 
political  aspirations  of  Central  Amer¬ 
icans  as  they  have  been  for  decades 
with  their  own  laity! 

Nancy  T.  Bates 
Danville,  Illinois 

I  was  pleased  by  column 

I  was  pleased  to  see  and  read  in 
the  March  9  “My  Witness”  column 
an  account  by  Joseph  T.  Eldridge. 

Mr.  Eldridge  described  a  visit  to 
the  National  Methodist  Church  of 
Guatemala  made  by  personnel  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Mr.  Eldridge  is  an  excellent  and  a 


perceptive  writer,  always  reflecting 
his  Christian  concern  and  compas¬ 
sion  for  the  peoples  of  Central  and 
South  America  where  he  has  served 
extensively. 

In  a  1989  issue  of  “New  World 
Outlook,”  Mr.  Eldridge  has  de¬ 
scribed  the  struggles  of  the  Hondu¬ 
ran  people  in  this  same  perceptive 
manner,  giving  us  an  accurate  pic¬ 
ture  of  their  political,  economic  and 
social  problems. 

It  is  helpful  to  have  an  assessment 
of  the  situation  in  each  case  by  a  per¬ 
son  of  his  experience  and  understand¬ 
ing  and  his  Christian  commitment.  I 
am  grateful  to  learn  from  a  source 
other  than  the  secular  media. 

Virginia  Turrentine 
Shelbyville,  Tennessee 

Children  deserve  better! 

I  am  responding  to  the  March  2 
article  headlined,  “Coloring  book 
ties  health,  spirituality,”  concerning 
the  coloring  book  about  caring  and 
healing. 

No  wonder  our  children  grow  up 
with  distorted  concepts  of  the  faith. 
The  picture  titled  “we  are  loved” 
shows  a  child  with  what  looks  like 
an  injured  heart  and  with  out¬ 


stretched  arms  as  if  pleading  for 
help.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  a 
young  child  would  best  understand 
love  by  two  persons  hugging  and/or 
kissing  each  other. 

The  picture  titled  “God  is  here 
with  us”  shows  a  church  building 
with  dotted  lines,  which  usually  de¬ 
picts  rain  in  children’s  drawings, 
coming  down  from  a  cloud  in  the 
sky.  Do  we  really  want  our  children 
to  believe  that  God  is  up  in  the  sky 
in  a  cloud?  And  if  so,  why  do  we 
also  say  that  God  is  here  with  us? 

Both  of  these  pictures  are  examples 
of  the  nonsense  that  unfortunately  is 
still  taught  under  the  guise  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education.  Can’t  we  do  better, 
please.  Our  children  deserve  more. 

Dorothy  A.  Dale 
New  York,  New  York 

You  have  to  know  her 

The  author  of  a  March  16  letter 
does  not  know  much  about  Jennifer 
Casolo. 

She  shows  in  all  her  presence  a  ded¬ 
ication  to  God  and  to  humble  Chris¬ 
tians.  She  told  us  about  how  much 
she  cared  about  her  captors  as  well  as 
other  victims.  Her  total  demeanor  is 
an  expression  of  the  love  of  God. 

A  person  who  knows  only  the 
slated  public  news  about  her  had 
better  get  his  spirit  exposed  to  her 
Christian  compassion  before  he  ob¬ 
jects  to  our  honoring  her. 

Charles  W.  Tiyon 
LaVeme,  California 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  this  is  the  message  which 
you  have  heard  from  the  beginning, 
that  we  should  love  one  another.’’ 
(RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  John  5:24) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  9 

Monday:  Psalms  118:19-29 
Tuesday:  Psalms  31:9-16 
Wednesday:  Matthew  2 1 : 1  - 1 1 
Thursday:  Isaiah  50:4-9a 
Friday:  Matthew  27:1 1-54 
Saturday:  Philippians  2:1-4 
Sunday:  Philippians  2:5-1 1 


“[The]  observation  that  the  out¬ 
break  of  peace  is  like  the  Salk  vac¬ 
cine  is  not  on  target.  The  Salk 
vaccine  led  to  the  near-elimination 
of  polio.  But  while  democracy  may 


have  broken  out,  peace  remains  elp- 


— The  Rev.  William  Sloane  Coffin, 
president,  SANE/Freeze 


Verna  K.  Echols 
Lake  Wales,  Florida 

&  Pontius'  Puddle 


HOW  CAN  YOU  EXPECT  VOOR  CHORC-H 
TO  INCREASE  &IVINO,  MEMBERSHIP  AND 
Support  for  mission  when  yoovE 

REMAINED  DORMANT  FOR  THE  ENTIRE  LAST 
DECADE? 
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For  Laity  & 
Church  Leaders 

A  Christian  Primer 

The  Prayer,  the  Creed,  the  Commandments 
Albert  Curry  Winn 

With  the  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Apostles'  Creed,  and  the  Ten 
Commandments  as  his  outline,  Albert  Winn  offers 
plain  talk  about  the  basics  of  Christian  faith.  From  these  three 
familiar  sources,  which  constitute  the  backbone  of  Luther's 
Catechism,  Calvin's  Catechism,  and  the  Heidelberg  Cate¬ 
chism,  Winn  fashions  a  primer  to  help  renew  faith.  His  book 
initiates  a  realm  of  Christian  learning  that  remains  important 
for  a  lifetime.  His  vibrant  images  warm  the  heart  with  a 
sudden  awareness  that  God  is  very  near,  right  now. 

Daniel:  An  Active  Volcano  Paper  $11.95 

Reflections  on  the  Book  of  Daniel 
D.  S.  Russell 

This  volume  follows  the  biblical  book  which  is  divided  into 
two  parts.  The  first  part  consists  of  popular  tales  of 
Daniel  and  his  three  companions,  who  lived  in  Babylon  in  the 
sixth  century.  The  second  part  consists  of  "visions"  that  are 
generally  classified  as  "apocalyptic,"  revealing  truth  in  a  spe¬ 
cial,  symbolic  way.  In  this  dear  and  persuasive  interpretation, 
the  figure  of  Daniel  represents  both  people  and  nations  in 
their  dealings  with  God,  who  is  in  control  of  events.  Making 
use  of  the  findings  of  modern  scholarship,  D.  S.  Russell  writes 
devotionally  and  practically  rather  than  doctrinally.  The  mes¬ 
sage  is  both  powerful  and  relevant  to  the  world  today.  "The 
book  is  solidly  in  the  mainstream  of  critical  scholarship." 

— John)  Collins,  Director  ofGraduate  Studies,  Department  of 
Theology,  University  of  Notre  Dame  Paper  $11.95 

PREVIOUSLY  ANNOUNCED 

Young  Children  and  Worship 

Sonja  M.  Stewart  and  Jerome  W.  Berryman 

Taking  the  needs  of  children  into  consideration,  the 
authors  have  created  an  exciting  way  to  introduce  three- 
to  seven-year-olds  to  the  wonder  of  worship.  Their  approach, 
which  has  been  presented  at  numerous  workshops  and 
training  sessions,  involves  activities  in  which  children  get  to 
use  all  their  senses  to  experience  God  through  biblical  sto¬ 
ries,  parables,  and  worship.  PSper  $16.95 
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<  MISSIONARIES  WARNEDtThe 

U.S.  embassy  suggests  that  Americans  leave  po¬ 
litically  unstable  northeast  Liberia  after  the 
:  bodies  of  a  missionary  couple  were  found  in 
;  Nimba  County,  according  to  the  Rev.  Robert  R. 
Fletcher,  staff  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
:  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  World  Division. 

:  Dead  are  the  Rev.  Tom  Jackson,  a  U.S.  citizen, 

■  and  his  British-born  wife,  June.  Missionaries  at 

■  Ganta  Hospital,  which  officials  hope  to  keep 
;  open,  and  the  recently  closed  Ganta  School  in 
I  Nimba  County  were  called  to  Monrovia,  the 
/capital,  for  consultation  and  retreat.  The  num- 
;  ber  of  U.S.  missionaries  who  might  be  affected 
;  could  not  be  determined  immediately. 

;  BISHOP  VOTED  'NO':  Bishop  Rue- 
■ben  P.  Job  of  Iowa,  a  trustee,  said  he  voted 
/against  a  restructuring  of  United  Methodist-re- 
;  lated  Westmar  College  of  LeMars,  Iowa,  when 
;  deadlines  did  not  allow  time  for  careful  thought 
and  when  he  "discovered  the  articles  could  not 
;  be  changed  and  the  school  would  go  from  a  37- 
;  member  corporation  to  a  one-member  corpora¬ 
tion.”  The  trustees  adopted  a  reorganization 

■  plan  that  links  Westmar  with  Teikyo  University 
/  in  Tokyo  and  gives  final  operational  authority 
;  to  Japanese  businessman  Shoichi  Okinaga. 

REFUSAL  DENOUNCED:  Un  ted 

;  Methodist  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  of  Ne¬ 
braska  denounced  the  Israeli  government’s  re- 
!  fusal  to  grant  visas  to  a 
IPalestinian-American  edu- 
;  cator/pastor  and  his  wife. 

;  Bishop  Hearn  called  the  re- 
Jfusal  an  example  of  the 
,  abuse  of  Palestinians'  rights 

•  and  of  the  relentless  oppres- 

•  sion  of  the  Christian  minor- 
( ity  in  Israel.  The  bishop, 

president  of  the  United  Bishop  Hearn 
i  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  com- 
:  mented  after  the  most  recent  Israeli  denial  of  vi- 
;  sas  to  the  Rev.  Alex  Awad,  a  Southern  Baptist, 
land  his  U.S.-born  wife,  Brenda,  who  have  been 
commissioned  to  teach  at  Bethlehem  Bible  Col- 

■  lege. 

PANAMA  ECONOMY  SINKS: 

:  Economic  conditions  in  Panama  continue  to 
-worsen  after  U.S.  invasion  of  that  country  and 
people  are  wondering  when  promises  made  then 
.are  going  to  be  fulfilled,  said  Methodist  Bishop 
Secundino  Morales  March  20.  “The  honey¬ 
moon  is  over,”  the  bishop  said  through  an  inter¬ 
preter.  “Why  has  there  been  such  a  delay  in 
helping  a  government  that  is  a  friend  of  the 
United  States?”  he  asked,  adding  that  the  mar¬ 
ginal  and  the  poor  have  suffered  most  from  ris¬ 
ing  unemployment  and  poor  housing. 

SIBERIANS  SEEK  LINK:  A  group  of 
30  Christians  in  Siberia  are  reportedly  seeking 
affiliation  with  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  Yakutsk  group  was  started  in  the  1950s  by 
the  Rev.  Endel  Rang  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Estonia,  the  strongest  Methodist  foothold 
within  the  Soviet  Union.  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Hans  Vaxby,  Helsinki.  Finland,  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  visit  Yakutsk  within  the  next  few 
months  and  meet  with  Soviet  religious  authori¬ 
ties  in  Moscow.  The  Soviet  Union  has  15  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations. 

GLOBAL  CONNECTIONS:  An 

“emerging  sense  of  urgency. .  .about  the  deterio¬ 
ration  of  the  biosphere”  was  displayed  at  the  re¬ 
cent  World  Council  of  Churches  convocation  in 
Seoul,  South  Korea,  according  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  of  New  York.  Bish¬ 
op  White,  one  of  about  a  dozen  United 
Methodist  participants,  said  the  meeting 
showed  "the  interrelationships  between  concern 
for  creation  and  our  Christian  commitment  to 
justice  and  peace.  The  global  impact  of  racism 
on  the  global  economy  became  even  more  ap¬ 
parent.” 

JOURNALIST  IS  NAMED:  a  church 

journalist  who  is  a  minister  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  America  has  just  been  named  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Associated  Church  Press,  a 
75-year-old  professional  organization  of  some 
175  Christian  publications  with  a  combined  cir¬ 
culation  of  1 1.5  million.  The  Rev.  John  Stapert 
of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  will  step  into  his  new 
post  this  summer  upon  the  retirement  of  the 
current  executive,  the  Rev.  Donald  F.  Hetzler. 
The  executive  director  also  represents  the  asso¬ 
ciation  in  relations  with  other  press  associa¬ 
tions,  fostering  relationships  with  and  among 
member  publications  and  facilitating  the  work 
of  the  association. 

BISHOP  IS  REMEMBERED:  An  esti¬ 
mated  10,000  people  marched  in  snow  and 
freezing  rain  March  24  in  Washington  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  10th  anniversary  of  the  slaying  of 
Salvadoran  Archbishop  Oscar  A.  Romero.  The 
,  marchers  also  protested  U.S.  policy  in  Central 
America.  The  archbishop  was  assassinated 
while  celebrating  Mass  in  San  Salvador  after  re¬ 
fusing  to  hide  after  death  threats,  reportedly 
saying,  “The  shepherd  shall  never  accept  pro¬ 
tection  when  protection  is  denied  to  his  flock.” 
Actor  Raul  Julia,  who  portrayed  the  archbishop 
in  the  movie  “Romero,”  read  a  letter  that  Ro¬ 
mero  sent  about  a  month  before  he  died  asking 
President  Jimmy  Carter  to  halt  military  aid  to 
:E1  Salvador. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Report:  Church  boon  to  society 


NEW  YORK — Going  to  church  is  good 
for  society,  according  to  a  recent  national- 
survey  report. 

Churchgoing  sets  positive  patterns  of 
personal,  work  and  community  life,  said 
the  report  entitled  “Religion  and  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Interest.” 

The  report  was  released  by  Religion  In 
American  Life.  It’s  an  umbrella  organiza¬ 
tion  of  religious  groups  of  major  faiths  and 
traditions  which  attempts  to  increase  pub¬ 
lic  awareness  of  religion  and  integration  of 
religion  into  personal  life. 

Information  in  the  report  came  from  re¬ 
cent  research  by  the  Gallup  Organization, 
the  I  illy  Fndowment  and  other  groups,  ac¬ 


cording  to  Religion  In  American  Life. 

Surveyers  found  that  regular  worship  at¬ 
tendance  is  twice  as  high  as  Americans, 
polled  informally,  said  they  thought  it  was. 

The  report  said  that,  based  upon  the  sur¬ 
vey  conducted  in  four  large  cities,  more 
than  100  million  Americans  attend  church 
or  synagogue  regularly.  Those  in  the  poll 
thought  only  50  million  attended  worship 
regularly. 

Compared  with  those  who  do  not  regu¬ 
larly  attend  worship  services,  Americans 
who  do  attend  are  more  productive  at 
work,  have  a  more  stable  family  life,  have 
a  higher  literacy  rate,  volunteer  more  time 
for  charitable  causes  and  are  50  percent 


less  likely  to  use  illegal  drugs. 

Other  highlights  of  findings: 

■  Ninety-six  percent  of  Americans  be¬ 
lieve  in  God; 

■  Regular  worshipers  are  twice  as  likely 
to  avoid  marijuana  as  nonworshipers; 

■  Churchgoers  are  three  times  more 
likely  than  nonchurchgoers  to  be  active  in 
charitable  and  civic  voluntary  activities; 

■  Many  regular  church  and  synagogue 
participants  (57  percent)  believe  that 
“duty  comes  before  pleasure,"  and  46  per¬ 
cent  believe  that  “facing  daily  tasks  is  a 
source  of  pleasure  and  satisfaction;” 

■  More  than  $19  billion  is  contributed 
annually  by  churches  and  synagogues  to 


nonreligious  work  in  the  public  interest, 
such  as  health  care,  food  for  the  hungry, 
housing  for  the  homeless,  education,  and 
child  and  elder  care; 

■  Churches  and  synagogues  top  the  list 
of  24  organizations  seen  to  be  improving 
urban  life; 

■  Synagogues  and  churches  are  seen  as 
the  most  cost-effective  charitable  organi¬ 
zations  in  the  United  States  society,  and 

■  The  value  of  churchgoers’  volunteer 
time  to  nonchurch  community  services  is 
more  than  $6.3  billion  each  year. 

Associate  Editor  Don  Donato  compiled 
the  above  article  from  information  provid¬ 
ed  by  Religion  in  American  Life. 


Study:  UMs  in  mid-range  on  education 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

Religious  News  Service 

Southern  Baptist  congregations 
surpass  those  of  five  mainline 
Protestant  denominations  in  in¬ 
volving  members  in  Christian 
education  and  in  the  quality  of 
Christian  education  programming. 

Southern  Baptists  also  score 
highest  in  maturity  of  faith  and 
in  loyalty  to  their  denomination 
and  congregations,  according  to  a 
landmark  national  study  of 
Christian  education  effectiveness 
in  the  six  denominations. 

The  3'/2-year  research  project, 
conducted  by  the  Search  Insti¬ 
tute,  based  in  Minneapolis,  was 
funded  by  the  Lilly  Endowment, 
based  in  Indianapolis. 

Besides  Southern  Baptists,  de¬ 
nominations  involved  in  the 
study  were  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ),  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America, 


Presbyterian  Church  (U.S. A), 
United  Church  of  Christ  and 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  study  surveyed  beliefs,  at¬ 
titudes,  perspectives  and  beha¬ 
viors  of  more  than  11,000 
members  of  563  congregations  in 
the  six  denominations. 

Poor  faith  development 

Among  findings  were  that 
many  members  have  an  under¬ 
developed  or  undeveloped  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  and  that  the  quality  of 
Christian  education  is  poor  at 
the  local  level. 

The  study  found  that  a  number 
of  congregational  factors  pro¬ 
mote  faith  maturity,  including 
the  quality  of  worship  and  in¬ 
volving  members  in  service  to 
the  community.  But  “nothing 
matters  more  than  including 
members  in  good  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  programs,”  according  to 
the  report. 


“Christian  education  in  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  congregations  is  a  tired 
enterprise  in  need  of  reform,”  the 
report  said.  “Often  out-of-touch 
with  adult  and  adolescent  needs,  it 
experiences  increasing  difficulty  in 
finding  and  motivating  volunteers, 
faces  general  disinterest  among  its 
‘clients,’  ”  and  uses  outdated 
methods. 

Dr.  Peter  L.  Benson,  president 
of  Search  Institute  and  project 
director,  said  all  six  denomina¬ 
tions  did  better  on  the  dimension 
of  a  personal  relationship  with 
God  than  on  service  to  others. 

Fifty-two  percent  of  mainline 
adults,  as  compared  with  45  per¬ 
cent  of  Southern  Baptist  adults, 
said  they  “never  donated  time  to 
helping  the  poor,  hungry,  sick  or 
those  unable  to  help  themselves.” 

Seventy-eight  percent  of  the 
mainline  adults  and  83  percent 
of  the  Southern  Baptists  said 
they  “never  spent  time  promot¬ 


ing  social  justice.” 

Forty-nine  percent  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  adults  are  in¬ 
volved  in  Christian  education 
compared  with  35  percent  in  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of 
Christ);  31  percent  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  (U.S.A.);  29  per¬ 
cent  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church;  23  percent  in  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America;  and  22  per  cent  in  the 
United  Church  of  Christ. 

Among  Southern  Baptist 
adults,  51  percent  believe  that 
God  dictated  the  Bible  word  for 
word.  Among  the  five  mainline 
denominations,  only  9  percent 
hold  this  view. 

All  share  core  of  belief 

Despite  these  differences,  all 
the  Protestant  Christians  in  the 
study  were  found  to  share  a  core 
of  belief.  Almost  universally,  the 
report  says,  they  “believe  in  a 


God  who  is  loving  and  forgiving. 
More  than  80  percent  of  them  af¬ 
firm  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  at 
work  in  their  lives.” 

About  two-thirds  of  the  adults 
in  the  study  name  the  church  as 
the  greatest  influence  on  their 
discovery  of  meaning  in  life  and 
spiritual  growth,  and  nearly  as 
many  name  it  as  the  chief  influ¬ 
ence  on  their  moral  decisions. 

“In  review,  the  good  news  is 
that  most  of  the  factors  making 
for  effectiveness  in  education  are 
within  the  control  of  congrega¬ 
tions,”  the  report  says. 

“The  gap  is  large,  however,  be¬ 
tween  the  real  and  the  ideal.  One 
problem  is  the  deeply  entrenched 
proclivity  for  youth  and  adults  to 
avoid  Christian  education.  The 
other  is  the  quality  of  educational 
programs.  There  could  well  be  a 
link  between  the  two:  increased  ef¬ 
fectiveness  may  ultimately  increase 
involvement,"  the  report  said. 


Survey  shows  Bible > 
spirituality  concern 
adult  churchgoers 


Baptists  Disciples  Presbyterians  ^Xs  Church  Lutherans 

Education  of  children,  youth 

This  chart  shows  how  denominations  in  a  recent  study  compared,  by  percentages,  in  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  involve  children  and  youth  in  Christian  education.  The  solid  lines  represent  youths  in 
grades  10  through  12;  cross-hatch,  7-9,  and  horizontal  line,  K-6.  Studied  were  congregations  of 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Church  (U.S.A.),  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  United  Church  of  Christ  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Caucuses  create  alternate  curricula 


Religious  News  Service 

The  foremost  Christian-educa- 
tion  interests  of  adults  as  discov¬ 
ered  in  a  recent  study  centered 
on  their  spiritual  life  and  learn¬ 
ing  more  about  the  Bible. 

The  report,  “Effective  Chris¬ 
tian  Education:  A  National 
Study  of  Protestant  Congrega¬ 
tions,”  was  funded  by  the  Lilly 
Endowment  of  Indianapolis. 

Following  are  other  findings  of 
the  study  conducted  by  the 
Search  Institute  of  Minneapolis: 

■  High  on  most  adult  lists  is 
interpersonal  relationship — 
learning  to  be  a  good  spouse  or 
parent,  showing  love,  and  mak¬ 
ing  friends  at  church. 

■  Understanding  doctrine, 
theology  or  church  history,  are 
low  on  adults’  interest  list. 

■  Lowest  on  the  list  are  study 
and  action  to  improve  the  lot  of 
the  poor  and  the  disenfranchised. 
Direct  help  to  those  who  are  poor 
comes  ahead,  however,  of  social- 


political  activism  designed  to 
give  a  real  chance,  rather  than 
temporary  assistance,  to  the  dis¬ 
enfranchised  of  the  community. 

■  The  most  powerful  of  expe¬ 
riences  that  improve  faith  matu¬ 
rity  is  conversation  about  God 
with  one’s  mother  during  the 
ages  of  5  through  12;  with  one’s 
father  at  ages  1 3  to  15  helps,  too. 

■  Christian  faith  is  no  shield 
from  problems:  40  percent  have 
suffered  job  stress  or  job  loss  in 
the  last  three  years,  and  about  a 
quarter  have  suffered  financial 
hardship.  At  the  other  end  of  the 
scale,  44  percent  experienced  fi¬ 
nancial  success. 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

Even  as  a  definitive  new  study 
lifts  up  Christian  education  as  a 
demonstrably  important  aspect 
of  denominational  life,  special- 
interest  movements  in  the  na¬ 
tion’s  two  largest  Protestant 
groups  are  planning  curriculum 
resources  to  offer  alternatives  to 
materials  produced  by  their  offi¬ 
cial  publishing  houses. 

However,  there  are  significant 


differences  in  the  situations  in 
the  8.9-million-member  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  14.7- 
million-member  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention. 

The  Good  News  movement  is 
preparing  a  curriculum  series  for 
United  Methodists  that  will  be 
“evangelical”  and  “Wesleyan”  in 
tradition,  a  combination  which  it 
says  it  has  not  found  in  official 
materials  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  or  from 
independent  publishers. 


Clarification /correction 


The  March  30  issue  incor¬ 
rectly  reported  that  the  recent 
restructuring  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  was  made 
necessary  by  a  projected  1990 
deficit  of  “almost  $300,000.” 
The  correct  amount  is 
$202,000. 

The  report  also  should  have 
stated  that  the  reorganization 
will  result  in  a  net  loss  of  four 
positions,  reducing  the  staff 


from  43  to  39.  One  intern’s 
position  also  was  eliminated. 

Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake  of 
Dallas,  who  chaired  the  task 
force  drawing  up  the  new  de¬ 
sign,  told  the  board’s  directors 
that,  while  the  study  was 
“prompted  by  fiscal  prob¬ 
lems,"  the  “task  force  was 
driven  by  the  purpose  of  the 
board  rather  than  problems." 

The  Reporter  regrets  these 
errors. 


In  contrast,  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Alliance  is  preparing  its  own 
resources  and  recommending  oth¬ 
ers  as  alternatives  to  materials 
produced  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  which  focus 
on  biblical  inerrancy. 

The  alliance  claims  that  offi¬ 
cial  materials  are  too  restrictive 
in  their  approach  and  wants  to 
take  a  more  ecumenical  slant. 

Bristol  Books,  the  publishing 
arm  of  the  Good  News  move¬ 
ment,  will  offer  graded  study  ma¬ 
terials  for  United  Methodists 
who  “characterize  themselves  as 
evangelical,"  according  to  James 
Robb,  editor  in  chief. 

"Other  curriculums  are  evan¬ 
gelical  and  others  are  Wesleyan, 
but  I  didn’t  find  any  that  did 
both,”  Mr.  Robb  said. 

He  said  Bristol  Press  has 
teamed  up  with  Scripture  Press, 
an  independent  publisher,  for  the 
project,  reworking  Scripture 
Press  materials  according  to  “ex¬ 
acting  specifications  to  reflect 
United  Methodist  doctrine,  tra¬ 
ditional  Wesleyan  theology  and 
the  evangelical  world  view." 

The  Rev.  Duane  A.  Ewers,  edi¬ 


tor  of  church  school  publications 
for  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House,  said  its  definition 
of  what  is  evangelical  “would 
probably  be  a  larger  and  different 
definition  than  the  one  Mr.  Robb 
has  used  in  his  statement.  ‘Evan¬ 
gelical’  for  me  is  tied  to  the  cen¬ 
trality  of  Christ  as  Savior  and 
Lord.  That  is  clearly  central  to 
the  development  of  our  re¬ 
sources." 

Bishop  Thomas  B.  Stockton  of 
Richmond,  Va„  chairman  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  School 
Publications  Committee,  said  he 
has  received  “very  few”  com¬ 
plaints  about  the  denomination's 
official  curriculum,  “and  the  few 
complaints  I  get  come  more  of¬ 
ten  from  the  liberals  than  the 
conservatives.” 

Stan  Hastey,  executive  director 
of  the  alliance,  said  the  group's 
self-produced  materials  will  in¬ 
corporate  such  principles  as  the 
freedom  of  individual  conscience 
and  autonomy  of  local  congrega¬ 
tions,  which  he  said  are  no  longer 
being  emphasized  by  agencies  of 
the  denomination. 


CLASSIFIED 


WANTED:  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for  [he 
North  Indiana  Conference  Foundation  for  Mis¬ 
sion  and  Ministry.  Send  resume  to:  Personnel 
Strategies.  54809  County  Road  17  South,  Elk¬ 
hart.  Indiana  465 1 6  by  April  1 6. 


INTERNATIONAL  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
in  suburban  London.  Cobham,  Surrey  England 
requires  experienced  senior  pastor  to  direct  activ¬ 
ities  of  full-time  Assistant/Youth  Minister  and 
secretary  for  growing  200-member  interdenomi¬ 
national  congregation  We  are  a  predominately 
American,  professional,  congregation  seeking 
pastor  with  strong  pulpit  and  managerial  skills, 
good  pastoral  care  and  outreach.  Overseas  experi¬ 
ence  preferable.  Deadline  April  15.  Send  resume 
to:  Search  Committee.  Steve  Percy.  Byways. 
Guildford  Lodge  Drive.  East  Horslev.  Surrev 
KT24  6RJ.  England. 


WEST  OHIO  CONFERENCE.  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Associate  Director  for  Global 
Ministries.  Bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent  and 
prior  experience  with  United  Methodist  or  ecu¬ 
menical  mission  programs.  Contact:  The  Rever¬ 
end  Vance  Summers.  Jr.,  Executive  Director. 
Council  on  Ministries,  471  E  Broad  Street.  Suite 
1106.  Columbus.  OH  43215.  Telephone:  (614) 
228-6784.  Fax  (6 1 4)  222-06 1 2.  Application  dead- 
line:  April  18.  1990,  E.O.E. 


OBERAMMERGAU.  EASTERN  EUROPE— 
world’s  most  exciting  area  for  1990.  Departing 
West/East  coasts  August  19.  Brochure.  Rev. 
Wayne  Williams.  3374  Buckingham  Dnve,  San 
Jose.  CA  95118.  (408)  978-5275.  Arrangements 
by  Travelink. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE.  HEMET  UNITED 
Methodist  Church  will  be  employing  a  full-time 
Director  of  Christian  Education,  beginning  July 
I.  1990.  Send  resume  to;  Hemet  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  530  S.  Buena  Vista  St.,  Hemet.  CA 
92343  or  call  (714)  658-4448. 


1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY, 
European  tours:  July  12-24.  August  11-22. 
Confirmed  tickets.  Write:  Rev.  Ralph  Law¬ 
rence.  4192  Tattcnham,  Boise.  ID  83704. 
(208)  888-2245.  378-0393. 


INDEPENDENT  LIVING  &  PERSONAL 
Care  Apartments.  Available  at  Wesley  Vil¬ 
lage.  For  more  information  contact:  Joan  Wo¬ 
mack,  2800  Loy  Lake  Road.  Denison,  TX 
75020.  (214)465-6463.  


WE  BOOK  YOUR  SKI  TRIP.  WHITE  WATER 
rafting  or  retreat.  You  save  time  and  SS.  Call:  Ski 
Promotion  &  Mktg.  now!  If  30+  go.  vou  ski 
free!  (806)  353-5415. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  SI 65  week. 
S525  four  weeks.  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  avail¬ 
ability.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1 1 38,  Wayncs- 
villc.  NC  2$786  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507, 


ADOPTION!  DOCTOR  AND  SPOUSE,  unable 
to  have  children,  can  give  your  infant  a  loving 
home  and  good  future.  Please  call  us  collect: 
(215)  763-5041 


The  l 'nireil  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Faith' 


^connections 

AUTONOMY  BACKED:  More  than 
180  lay  and  clergy  delegates  of  the  United 
Methodist  annual  conference  in  Puerto  Rico 
March  24  unanimously  approved  a  new  consti¬ 
tution,  articles  of  faith  and  religion,  and  general 
rules  in  their  latest  efforts  to  become  self-gov¬ 
erning.  Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison  (Philadel¬ 
phia  Area),  who  has  jurisdiction  over  Puerto 
Rico,  said  the  vote  is  one  step  in  a  process  to¬ 
ward  autonomy  that  began  in  1972.  A  formal 
request  for  an  autonomous  status  affiliated  with 
United  Methodism  is  expected  to  be  made  at 
the  1992  General  Conference  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
after  extensive  negotiations  covering  financial 
and  other  matters. 

SEMINARY  TRAINING  EVENT: 

The  United  Methodist  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  has  scheduled  a  spring  1991 
training  event  to  equip  seminary  officials  to  rec¬ 
ognize  and  respond  to  racism  in  the  schools’ 
dealings  with  ethnic-minority  students..  The 
commission  authorized  the  training  program 
during  its  meeting  in  Oklahoma  City. 

BISHOP'S  WIFE  DIES:  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hunt  Webb,  wife  of  retired  Bishop  Lance 
Webb,  died  March  24  in  Dallas.  A  native  of 
Texas,  she  graduated  from  McMurry  College  in 
Abilene,  which  her  father  helped  found.  She  was 
active  in  Christian  drama  and  painting.  Survi¬ 
vors  include  Bishop  Webb  and  three  daughters. 
Bishop  Webb  served  the  Illinois  Area  for  12 
years  and  the  Iowa  Area  for  four  years. 

ALL  CHURCHES  CALLED:  “The 

ministry  of  one  or  two  churches,  to  which  we 
contribute,  cannot  be  the 
only  conscience  of  any  an¬ 
nual  conference.  Every 
church  of  Jesus  Christ  is 
called  to  the  impoverished, 
is  called  to  the  homeless,  is 
called  to  people  with  AIDS, 
is  called  to  minister  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  ill  mentally  on 
our  streets."  said  Bishop 
Leontyne  T.C.  Kelly  during  the  annual  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  meeting.  “Peo¬ 
ple  hunger  for  the  word  of  God,  and  we  dress  up 
and  we  drive  up  to  our  churches,  and  we  have 
our  church,  and  lock  our  doors,”  she  said.  “In 
the  mercy  of  God,  be  a  church  for  the  rejected. 
The  higher  ground  is  in  the  tending  of  those 
who  need  you.  Nobody  will  be  the  instrument 
for  their  salvation  if  you’re  too  good  to  do  it !” 

Compiled  from  staff  and  wire  reports 


Bishop  Kelly 


Faith  at  work 


Education  for  all'  urged  by  year  2000 

Church,  international  representatives  plan  to  make  education  global  priority 


By  MARTHA  LANE 

JOMT1EN,  Thailand — A  ma¬ 
jor  global  conference  on  educa¬ 
tion  ended  recently  in  Thailand 
with  representatives  from  some 
150  countries,  29  intergovem- 
ment  organizations  and  1 36  non¬ 
governmental  organizations 
agreeing  on  a  global  plan  of  ac¬ 
tion  to  provide  basic  education 
for  all  by  the  year  2000. 

Representatives  to  the  meeting 
included  members  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  Working 
Group  on  North  American  Liter¬ 
acy. 

In  1989,  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  passed  a  reso¬ 
lution  in  support  of  1990  as  the 
United  Nations  International 
Literacy  Year. 

There  was  a  strong  consensus 
among  the  delegates  around  a 
number  of  major  issues,  including: 

■  the  need  to  make  education 
of  women  and  children  a  high 
priority; 

I  the  increased  need  to  under¬ 
stand  basic  education  as  the 
foundation  upon  which  develop¬ 
ment  of  individuals,  communi¬ 
ties  and  nations  depend; 

”1  the  dangers  high  national 
debt  poses  for  economically  poor 
nations’  educational  systems; 

"I  the  need  to  shift  major  gov¬ 
ernmental  spending  from  mili¬ 
tary  to  educational  purposes; 


I  the  need  for  basic  educa¬ 
tion — rather  than  simply  litera¬ 
cy — for  all. 

Conferees  called  for  major  em¬ 
phasis  to  be  placed  on  education 
of  women  and  children.  They 
noted  that  approximately  two- 
thirds  of  the  world’s  960  million 
adult  non-readers  are  women, 
and  more  than  100  million  chil¬ 
dren  currently  have  no  access  to 
primary  schooling. 

Numerous  speeches  and  work¬ 
shops  stressed  the  need  to  over¬ 
come  the  complex  economic, 
religious  and  cultural  barriers  to 
education  for  women. 

•f  In  countries  such  as  Nepal 
and  South  Yemen,  less  than  10 
percent  of  the  women  can  read. 

•f  In  Africa — where  United 
Methodists  support  numerous 
ecumenical  literacy  efforts — con¬ 
siderable  progress  in  educating 
women  has  been  made.  In  some 
African  programs,  for  example, 
women  account  for  70  percent  or 
more  of  adult  literacy  students. 

f  In  Pakistan,  long  known  for 
not  granting  equal  rights  to  wom¬ 
en,  important  progress  is  being 
made  by  setting  up  a  school  in 
every  mosque.  The  government 
now  sends  a  teacher  to  each 
mosque  to  conduct  basic  educa¬ 
tion  classes. 

In  one  address,  Kenya’s  Presi¬ 
dent  Daniel  T.  Arap  Moi  urged 


thats  the  one 

VALUABLE  LESSON 
I  LEARNED  OUTSIDE, 
OF  SCHOOL 


World  Conference  on  Education  For  All  •  5-9  March  1990  •  Jomtien,  Thailand 


EVERYONE 
>  PROCLAIMS 
EDUCATION  IS  ,  , 
SO  IMPORTANT  1  , 


BUT)  WHEN  IT  CO/AES 
TIAtE  TO  ALLOCATING- 
FUNDS  ,  EDUCATION 
IS  FORGOTTEN 


IDEALISM  IS  MUCH 
LESS  EXPENSIVE  j — '  - 


These  and  similar  postcards  emphasizing  the  theme,  "education  for  all,"  were  available  to 
members  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  Working  Group  on  North  American  Literacy  and 
other  international  representatives  at  a  recent  meeting  in  Thailand.  Delegates  reached  a  strong 
consensus  around  numerous  major  education  and  literacy  issues. 


international  development  agen¬ 
cies  and  world  powers  to  resolve 
the  debt  crisis  facing  so  many  de¬ 
veloping  countries.  In  Kenya, 
nearly  40  percent  of  the  national 
budget  goes  to  education,  in  spite 


of  the  national  debt. 

“For  every  unit  of  assistance 
Africa  gets  from  the  developed 
nations,  the  continent  has  to  pay 
back  the  equivalent  of  three 
units,”  Mr.  Moi  said. 


Ms.  Lane  attended  the  Thai¬ 
land  meeting  as  a  representative 
of  the  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en's  Division.  She  is  a  Lutheran 
layperson  and  veteran  world 
leader  in  literacy  training. 


UMs  encouraged  to  join  Earth  Day  celebrations 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— United 
Methodists  across  the  nation  will 
have  a  unique  opportunity  April 
22  to  study  ties  between  the  trou¬ 
bled  environment  and  their  faith. 

Led  by  bishops  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  and  supported  by  region¬ 
al  and  national  religious  and 
secular  agencies,  church  mem¬ 
bers  are  being  urged  to  join  mil¬ 
lions  of  other  U.S.  citizens  in 


celebrating  Earth  Day  1990.  The 
first  such  event  was  held  in  1970. 

This  year’s  observance  will 
launch  a  “decade  of  the  environ¬ 
ment”  consistent  with  the  Judeo- 
Christian  heritage  of  responsibility 
and  care  for  God’s  world,  the 
Council  of  Bishops  said  at  its  No¬ 
vember  1989  meeting. 

The  first  Earth  Day  led  to 
“sustained  efforts  to  protect  and 
enhance  the  integrity  of  God’s 
creation,”  the  bishops  said. 


Each  active  bishop  has  been 
asked  to  issue  a  pastoral  letter 
urging  United  Methodists  to 
study  and  act  “regarding  the 
stewardship  of  God’s  creation.” 

The  celebration  will  mobilize 
people  around  the  world  to  “take 
bold  actions”  to  “preserve  our 
planet,”  the  episcopal  leaders  said. 

Organizers  hope  the  obser¬ 
vance  will  involve  100  million 
people  in  120  countries.  The  first 
Earth'  Day  helped  achieve  clean- 


air  and  clean-water  laws  and  the 
establishment  of  the  federal  En¬ 
vironmental  Protection  Agency. 

The  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Church  and  Society’s  depart¬ 
ment  of  environmental  justice 
and  survival  is  circulating  a  pam¬ 
phlet  to  help  congregations  plan 
their  participation. 

“Pollutants,  toxic  and  nuclear 
waste  dumping,  global  warming, 
deforestation,  extinction  of  our 
wildlife,  and  other  human-caused 


threats  to  the  environment  force 
people  of  all  nations  to  direct  im¬ 
mediate  attention  to  our  shared 
home,  the  Earth,  the  social  action 
agency's  pamphlet  says. 

A  variety  of  other  resource  ma¬ 
terials  is  available.  One  packet 
includes  “52  weeks  of  congrega¬ 
tional  activities  to  save  the 
earth.”  Others  deal  with  protec¬ 
tion  from  toxics;  “greenhouse” 
issues;  and  “justice,  peace  and 
the  integrity  of  creation.” 


Native  American  pastor  training  for  200-mile  walk 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 


The  Seneca  grandfather  finishes 
getting  lunch  for  his  young  grand¬ 
daughter  as  he  juggles  the  telephone 
during  an  interview. 

Then  he  talks  about  the  plan  for 
his  “Seventh  Generation  Walk”  of 
200  miles  in  10  days — for  the  sake 
of  five  generations  beyond  the 
grandchild’s. 

“It’s  important  that  people  know 
about  the  need  for  ministry  we  can 
do  with  Indians,”  said  the  Rev. 
Marvin  B.  Abrams,  pastor  of  the 
Native  American  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Norwalk,  Calif. 

Mr.  Abrams  said  he  hopes  his 
walk  from  Santa  Barbara  to  San 
Diego  to  Norwalk  will  draw  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  newest  denomination¬ 
wide  special  offering — on  Native 
American  Awareness  Sunday,  April 
29 — and  to  the  ministry  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  with  Na¬ 
tive  Americans. 

He  is  to  begin  his  walk  April  16 
and  end  it  April  27. 


T/t-  'MW’' 
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The  idea  of  a  special  walk  is  sig¬ 
nificant  to  Indians:  Many  Native 
American  wisdom  stories  involve 
someone  needing  to  do  a  tremen¬ 
dous  amount  of  walking  to  accom¬ 
plish  something  important  for  the 
tribe. 

Because  the  walk  is  about  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  ministries  with  Indians,  Mr. 


Abrams  said  he  put  the  idea  into 
the  context  of  the  tradition  of  his 
people. 

A  'Seventh  Generation  Walk' 

“1  call  it  a  ‘Seventh  Generation 
Walk.’  ”  he  said.  “In  the  Seneca  Na¬ 
tion  [and  other  Indian  nations]  we 
make  decisions  based  upon  what 
they  will  cause  in  the  seventh  gener¬ 
ation  to  come. 

“As  I  walk  and  when  I  stop  to  talk 
at  pre-arranged  churches  between 
Norwalk  and  San  Diego,  I  will  be 
trying  to  get  people  to  look  to  the 
seventh  generation  from  now  of 
ministry  with  Native  Americans,” 

Mr.  Abrams  said  he’s  been  pre¬ 
paring  for  his  journey  by  “walking 
every  day.”  He  said,  “I  have  been 
real  intentional  about  getting  into 
shape  for  this  walk.” 

The  Native  American  Awareness 
emphasis  was  instituted  by  the  1988 
General  Conference  as  the  church’s 
newest  special-day  offering.  Half 
the  money  given  on  that  Sunday, 
the  second  one  after  Easter  each 


year  (April  29  this  year),  may  be 
used  by  annual  conferences  for  Na¬ 
tive  American  ministries  there. 

The  other  half  goes  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  for  scholar¬ 
ships  to  Native  Americans  attend¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  seminaries 
and  to  support  the  six  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Native  American  urban  min¬ 
istries.  They’re  in  Norwalk;  Denver; 
Fayetteville,  N.C.;  Minneapolis; 
Phoenix,  Ariz.;  and  Seattle. 

They'll  gather  for  powwows 

Mr.  Abrams  said  that  along  the 
walk  route  people  will  gather  for  “a 
couple  of  powwows.”  That’s  a  sa¬ 
cred  and  social  gathering  of  Indi¬ 
ans.  Usually  included  are  Native 
American  dancing,  music  and  often 
speeches  about  issues  people  need 
to  be  aware  of. 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuel!  (Los  Ange¬ 
les  Area)  said  he  endorses  Mr. 
Abrams’  walk  and  the  Native  Amer¬ 
ican  ministries  in  his  episcopal 
area.  The  bishop  said  he  would  take 


part  in  the  walk  as  his  schedule  per¬ 
mits  and  plans  to  attend  at  least  the 
final  powwow  at  Native  American 
UMC  April  27. 

Mr.  Abrams  interrupts  a  tele¬ 
phone  interview  to  speak  to  the 
granddaughter.  “It’s  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  seven  generations  from  now, 
this  walk,”  he  said,  returning  to  the 
phone.  “We  want  them  to  have  the 
church,  too.” 
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Second-mile  aid  combats  family  violence 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Someone  you  know  feels  the  suf¬ 
fering  caused  by  sexual  or  domestic 
violence. 

Can  they  find  help  in  your  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church? 

That’s  the  question  asked  by  the 
staff  of  the  Center  for  the  Preven¬ 
tion  of  Sexual  and  Domestic  Vio¬ 
lence. 

Founded  in  1977  in  Seattle, 
Wash.,  it  is  one  of  the  few  national 
interreligious  organizations  work¬ 
ing  specifically  on  issues  of  family 
violence. 

Through  funding  from  several  de- 


Partnership  1 

in  Missions 
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JVo  gift  too  smalt 

Center  for  the  Prevention  of  Sexual 
and  Domestic  Violence,  Seattle 

Advance  No.  951160-5 

nominations  and  the  Advance — 
United  Methodism’s  second  mile 
giving  fund — the  center  maintains 
programs  of  leadership  training, 
provides  educational  resources,  and 
offers  workshops  to  both  the  reli¬ 
gious  and  secular  communities. 

The  center’s  projects  include: 

■  training  for  clergy,  lay  leaders, 
social  service  professionals,  and 
seminarians; 

■  providing  a  national  clearing 
house  on  domestic  violence  for 
seminaries  and  all  other  religious 
bodies; 

■  completion  of  the  Children's 
Sexual  Abuse  Prevention  Curricu¬ 
lum  for  use  in  religious  settings  for 


children  ages  9-12 

■  consultations  regarding  sexual 
abuse  by  pastors  and  pastoral  coun¬ 
selors  in  their  professional  relation¬ 
ships; 

■  publication  of  books  and  arti¬ 
cles  for  religious  and  secular  audi¬ 
ences. 

The  Rev.  Marie  M.  Fortune,  di¬ 
rector,  said  the  center  in  1989 
served  some  5,000  people  during 
national  trailing  programs. 

Constituents  include  the  United 
Methodist  Pacific  Northwest  Annu¬ 
al  Conference;  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology;  and  State  of 
Washington  Roman  Catholic  Arch¬ 
diocese. 

That  work  is  shared  through  a 
staff  of  six  people  and  a  United 
Methodist  mission  intern  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  Lisa  Hendrickson. 

Ms.  Hendrickson,  who  has  just 
completed  mission  work  in  Japan, 
is  responsible  for  a  new  ministry 
with  Pacific  Islanders.  The  program 
focuses  on  sexual  abuse  of  Asian- 
Americans  and  Filipino  women. 


iConcerned  About 
;The  Condition 
Of  The  Stained  Glass 
Wood,  Mortar,  Stone 
J  Or  Slate? 

Do  you  need  someone  you 
can  truly  trust?  Do  you 
need  a  Craftsman?  , 


or  if  you  jusl 
info  request  our 
booklet" How  To 
Restore  Sc  Protect 
Stained  Glass.  "Ask 
about  tuck  pointing 
restoring  sand 
stone,  slate, 
plaster,  wood, 
steeples,  doors. 
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RAVI  was  accepted  at  the  Christian  or¬ 
phanage  in  India  because  his  family  lives  in  ut¬ 
ter  poverty.  His  father  died  a  few  years  ago, 
and  the  mother  is  not  educated.  She  works  in 
the  fields  and  earns  $10  a  month. 

Food  for  body  and  spirit  is  provided  through 
the  sponsorship  program  of  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN,  INC.,  founded  in  1965  by  a 
Methodist  minister  and  his  wife.  WCI  seeks 
sponsors  for  children  like  Ravi.  Do  you  care 
enough  to  make  a  difference  in  the  life  of  a 
child?  The  cost  to  sponsor  Ravi  or  another  child 
like  him  is  only  $13  a  month— less  than  444  a 
day.  The  funds  provide  food,  clothing  and  an 
education  for  a  destitute  youngster. 

WCI  is  U.S.  government  approved  and  all 
contributions  are  tax  deductible.  The  corpora¬ 
tion  sent  87%  of  funds  received  overseas  for 
the  children  last  year 

You'll  receive  full  information  about  "your” 
child:  name,  address,  photo.  A  WCI  audit  copy 
is  also  sent  to  all  sponsors.  Please  write  today: 
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I  with  to  ipontor  o  child  wh«r«  th«  | 


World'*  Children,  Inc. 
Mr*.  Carol  Ivoy,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Havtn,  FL  33880 
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'Get  out  of  the  whine  cellars' 

Rural-church  conference  told  to  start  preaching,  living  hope 


By  D.  BRENT  MILLER 

DUBUQUE,  IOWA— United 
Methodists  need  to  get  out  of  the 
“whine  cellars”  and  start  planning 
for  the  future  of  rural  churches  and 
communities,  says  one  keynote 
speaker  from  the  recent  the  Ninth 
Annual  Rural  Ministry  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Cotton,  a  former 
superintendent  of  the  Creston 
(Iowa)  District  and  a  longtime  lead¬ 
er  in  the  rural-issues  movement, 
challenged  rural  pastors  to  plan  for 
the  future. 

“Those  who  plan  will  have  a  fu¬ 
ture,"  he  said.  “We  are  not  called  to 
sit  on  our  hands.” 

Church  is  crucial 

He  said  the  church  is  crucial  in 
helping  rural  communities  survive 
and  prosper. 

Mr.  Cotton  said  movements  start 
when  pastors  and  laity  are  linked 
together  in  a  visionary  hope.  He 
said  the  church  needs  many  differ¬ 
ent  types  of  people,  including  vi¬ 
sionaries  for  brainstorming  ideas. 

Process  people,  he  added,  are 
needed  to  organize,  and  resource 
people  are  needed  to  do  the  work. 


He  also  said  a  new  type  of  group 
ministry  is  forming  in  rural  Ameri¬ 
ca  similar  to  many  professional 
practices  of  the  cities. 

In  that  new  configuration,  minis¬ 
ters  are  grouping  together  to 
work — combining  resources  and  ex¬ 
perience  to  serve  several  churches 
and  often  across  denominational 
lines. 

Dr.  Cotton  said  pastoral  staffing 
in  the  rural  church  must  include  the 
laity. 

“The  future  of  the  rural  church  is 
not  optimistic,  but  it  is  full  of 
hope,”  Dr.  Cotton  said. 

Lutheran  preaches  hope 

Another  keynote  speaker.  Dr. 
Herbert  Chilstrom,  presiding  bish¬ 
op  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  preached  hope. 

Nearly  400  people  crammed  into 
the  chapel  of  the  University  of  Du¬ 
buque  to  hear  Bishop  Chilstrom  say 
that  churches  are  the  one  institution 
that  can  offer  hope  and  often  the 
last  stable  body  that  holds  a  com¬ 
munity  together. 

Speakers  generally  indicated  that 
the  picture  for  rural  America  is  not 
optimist''' 


Marty  Strange,  director  of  the 
Center  for  Rural  Affairs,  an  advoca¬ 
cy  group  in  Walthill,  Neb.,  said 
farm  and  rural  communities  are  be¬ 
tween  “bust  and  uncertainty” — the 
stage  of  hurt  and  anxiety  of  the 
farm  crisis  and  the  uncertain  period 
that  follows  as  communities 
recover. 

Mr.  Strange  said  rural  America  is 
on  the  “brink  of  another  serious 
problem.  The  mini-boom  of  rising 
expectations  in  the  past  three  years 
should  be  looked  upon  with  a  jaded 
eye.” 

He  said  that  if  communities  are 
to  survive,  they  have  to  learn  to 
work  together  and  to  turn  inward 
toward  each  other  for  solutions. 

Bumper  crop  is  rhetoric 

Mr.  Strange  said  the  “bumper 
crop”  of  the  farm  crisis  has  been 
"rhetoric.”  His  call  for  community 
involvement  and  cooperation  set 
the  tone  for  the  conference  to  build 
rural-church  infrastructures  that  are 
laity-based. 

One  feature  of  the  conference  was 
the  public  hearings  presided  over  by 
panels  of  United  Methodist,  Lu¬ 


theran.  Presbyterian,  United 
Church  of  Christ,  Baptist  and  Cath¬ 
olic  leaders. 

While  church  leaders  and  confer¬ 
ence  speakers  “preached"  hope  for 
the  rural  areas,  the  feedback  through 
the  hearings  produced  a  rhetoric  of 
caring  for  the  “care-giver.” 

A  pastor  from  Cambridge,  Wis., 

,  said  he  couldn't  afford  to  attend  the 
conference  but  his  congregation 
could. 

Another  from  Iowa  said  he  felt 
"underemployed  in  two  full-time 
jobs”  serving  two  churches. 

Dr.  Shannon  Jung,  director  of  the 
Rural  Ministry  Program,  a  joint  ef¬ 
fort  of  the  University  of  Dubuque 
and  Wartburg  Theological  Seminar¬ 
ies  and  sponsor  of  the  Rural  Minis¬ 
try  Conference,  said  many  people 
wanted  to  talk  about  salary  equal¬ 
ization  with  that  of  their  urban  and 
suburban  counterparts. 

Dr.  Jung  said  the  “American  reli¬ 
gion  of  success  is  competing  with 
Christianity.” 

More  than  300  attended  the  con¬ 
ference,  up  from  last  year's  1 1 5. 
The  1991  conference,  scheduled  for 
March  3-5,  will  address  ecology  and 
sustainable  agriculture. 


Review, 


Biblical  symbols  in  new  'Lord  of  the  Flies' 


BY  HILEY  H.  WARD 

A  swarm  of  symbols,  many  of 
them  biblical,  can  be  found  in  the 
newest  film  version  of  William  Gol¬ 
ding’s  classic  1954  novel,  “Lord  of 
the  Flies.” 

Unlike  the  black  and  white  1963 
film  version  that  has  the  group  of 
British  schoolboys  surviving  a  plane 
Wreck  and  pulling  up  onto  a  rather 
drab  island,  the  American  young¬ 
sters  in  this  version  directed  by 
Harry  Hook  emerge  onto  a  lush  par¬ 
adisiacal  island  that  readily  pro¬ 
vides  fruits  and  animals  on  which 
to  survive. 

Symbols  of  early  humankind 

If  these  youngsters  do  not  seem 
like  nameless  amoeba  converting  to 
land  from  the  sea  as  their  rubber 
raft  moves  shoreward  and  they  step 
Silently  onto  the  sand,  then  consider 
these  innocents  as  symbols  of  the 
first  humankind  in  the  Garden  of 
pden. 

:  Certainly  they  are  not  responsible 
for  their  predicament,  and  they  are 
untested.  Yet  soon  they  have 
choices  and  are!  tempted  to  give  way 
jo  their  desires  and  the  machina¬ 
tions  of  their  minds. 

:  They  are  potentially  corruptible, 
capable  of  gross  selfishness,  greed 
and  murder.  They  are  human. 

■  The  youngsters  start  off  unified 
with  the  most  enlightened  of  them. 


Ralph  (Bathazar  Getty),  in  charge. 

To  speak  in  assembly  in  the  new¬ 
ly  structured  island  society,  each 
youngster  must  hold  a  particular 
conch  shell.  This  shell  can  be  taken 
as  a  symbol  of  any  visible  form  of 
authority,  a  scepter  of  a  king  or  the 
authority  of  a  book  or  scriptures. 

But  soon  an  older,  irrational 
youth,  Jack  (Chris  Furrh),  splits  off 
members  of  the  new  society  into  a 
pack  of  hunters,  and  it’s  only  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  time  before  the  hunters  turn 
on  one  or  another  of  the  boys. 

Piggy  is  sacrified 

The  fat,  obnoxious  kid,  Piggy 
(Danuel  Pipoly),  objects  to  every¬ 
thing  and  is  the  persistent  gadfly 
(prophet)  as  he  remains  the  last  loy¬ 
al  follower  of  the  original  leader, 
Ralph.  Eventually  Piggy  pays  with 
his  life  as  the  biased  hunters  harass 
him.  They  also  need  his  glasses  to 
use  as  a  magnifying  glass  for  start¬ 
ing  campfires. 

At  last,  as  in  a  scriptural  formula, 
Ralph  is  the  only  one  who  does  not 
succumb  to  the  evil  youngsters  who 
have  dabbed  blood  warpaint  on 
their  faces.  The  hunters  put  the 
head  of  a  wild  boar  on  a  stake.  The 
head  draws  flies,  symbolic  of  the 
youngsters  themselves.  Their  idol  is 
the  beast,  again  as  if  in  scripture 
(Revelation  13  and  20). 

Ralph  is  the  last  righteous  person, 
a  true  Christ  figure.  Pursued  by  the 


others,  faced  with  death,  he  reaches 
the  sea.  There  turns  out  to  be  a 
higher  power  or  presence  to  which 
Ralph  can  appeal. 

Studied  in  many  school  curricula, 
the  novel  “Lord  of  the  Flies”  is  usu¬ 
ally  heralded  as  an  epigraph  on  the 
corruptibility  of  human  nature,  an 
epistle  on  original  sin. 


Yet  Ralph,  who  literally  seeks  to 
keep  the  mountaintop  fires  burning 
in  this  movie,  hoping  against  hope 
for  rescue,  is  the  eternal  symbol  of 
the  indestructibility  of  humankind. 
Even  in  holocaust — and  there  is  lit¬ 
eral  conflagration  on  the  island — 
the  inner  light  of  faith  and  hope  can 
still  burn  in  the  human  breast. 


Palm  Sunday  is  April  8. 

Palm  trees  form  a  familiar  design  against  a  bright  afternoon  sun 
in  early  spring.  Christians  throughout  the  world  will  observe 
Palm  Sunday  April  8.  Many  of  the  congregations  will  use  palm 
branches  in  their  services  in  remembrance  of  the  branches 
spread  in  Jesus'  path  as  he  entered  Jerusalem. 


Messianic  Jews  denounce  Israeli  ruling 

Court  emphasizes  that ' those  who  believe  Jesus  was  Messiah  cannot  be  Jews' 

Religious  News  Service 


NEW  YORK — The  Messianic 
Jewish  Alliance  of  America  has  is¬ 
sued  a  statement  voicing  "grievous 
concern"  over  last  December’s  Is¬ 
raeli  Supreme  Court  ruling  that 
people  who  believe  that  Jesus  was 
the  Messiah  cannot  be  declared 
Jews  under  Israel’s  Law  of  Return. 

“Jewish  national  identity  has 
never  been,  nor  is  at  present,  con¬ 
tingent  upon  the  faith  held  by  a  per¬ 
son  of  Jewish  lineage,”  the  state¬ 
ment  says. 

“Much  of  the  modem  Israeli  na¬ 
tion  is  patently  agnostic  or  walking  a 
path  widely  aberrant  from  the  one 
which  the  Orthodox  Jews  wish  to  set 
for  the  nation,  yet  they  are  Israeli.” 

Dear  Deborahs 


The  Messianic  Jewish  group 
notes  that  “in  Israel,  one  can  be  an 
atheist  and  be  Israeli,  a  Baha’i  fol¬ 
lower  and  be  Israeli,  a  Hindu  and 
be  Israeli,  a  Buddhist  and  be  Israeli, 
or  even  a  murderer  and  still  be 
Israeli. 

“Yet  if  a  Jew  who  truly  clings  to 
his  national  identity  and  the  heri¬ 
tage  of  his  faith  happens  to  believe 
in  the  way  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  Jewish  people  in  the  First  Centu¬ 
ry  did,  that  Yeshua  of  Nazareth  is 
the  Messiah  of  Israel,  he  is  told, 
‘You  are  not  a  part  of  the  Israeli 
nation.’  ” 

According  to  the  statement,  “If 
the  December  25th  decision  is  not 
reversed,  Messianic  Jews  will  be  the 
only  blood-born  Jewish  people  de¬ 


nied  access  to  their  homeland  on 
the  basis  of  the  content  of  their 
faith. 

“Even  more  seriously,  it  intro¬ 
duces  the  dangerous  judicial  prece¬ 
dent  of  exclusion  from  Jewish  citi¬ 
zenship  on  the  basis  of  religious 
affiliation.  Who  will  be  next?  Will  it 
be  the  Reformed,  the  Reconstruc¬ 
tionists,  or  some  yet-to-be  defined 
group  of  Jews  who  do  not  meet  the 
religious  criteria  of  the  datim  (Or¬ 
thodox  Jews)?" 

The  Messianic  Jewish  Alliance  of 
America,  which  is  observing  its 
75th  anniversary  this  year,  is  part  of 
an  international  fellowship  of  about 
100,000  people  in  more  than  150 
congregations. 

The  alliance  delivered  copies  of 


Will  you  let  me  in  your  church? 


Dear  Deborah: 

l  am  writing  about  Nora’s  letter. 

1  agree  that  she  should  not  tell  the 
children  that  their  mother  is  a  sin¬ 
ner.  She  should  teach  them  about 
God’s  love  and  forgiveness  of  our 
sin  if  we  ask,  and  let  the  children 
know  it  is  not  wrong  to  forgive  their 
mother. 

1  know  because  I  am  in  jail  and 
found  out  about  the  love  of  Christ.  I 
didn’t  think  I  could  be  forgiven,  but 
the  Lord  worked  through  people 
who  did  not  give  up  on  me. 

One  man  comes  and  gives  me  ser¬ 
vices  on  Sunday.  He  takes  time  out 
of  his  busy  schedule  for  me,  but 


most  don’t  because  they  are  afraid 
of  me. 

I  wonder  if  you  out  there  really 
believe  that  through  Christ  I  am 
forgiven?  When  I  get  out,  if  I  came 
to  your  churches,  would  you  talk  to 
me  and  let  me  in?  How  do  I  con¬ 
vince  you  I  am  not  harmful?  I  hope 
you  believe  in  God  like  I  do. 

Inmate 

Dear  Inmate: 

Thank  you  for  writing.  I  believe 
that  many  people  in  churches  also 
know  the  blessed  forgiveness  of  God 
and  would  welcome  you  to  their  wor¬ 
ship. 

The  way  to  "convince"  people  you 


are  not  harmful  is  by  being  a  caring, 
considerate  person  and  getting  to 
know  others  in  a  day  by  day  process. 
As  we  often  tell  teenagers,  if  you 
want  to  be  trusted  with  the  big 
things,  you  have  to  show  you  can  be 
trusted  in  the  little  things. 

Maybe  my  readers  will  write  with 
other  ideas,  too.  God  bless  you  in  the 
new  life  you  have  found  in  Christ. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah ,  PERSONAL/'  P.O.  Box 
660275 ,  Dallas ,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns= 


Invalid  wrote  during  quiet  time 
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Michaelangelo's  masterpiece  restored 

VATICAN — The  newly  cleaned  ceiling  of  the  Sistine  Chapel  is  dis¬ 
played  with  the  scaffolding  used  by  the  famed  chapel's  restorers  at 
bottom.  The  work  has  generated  some  controversy  because  experts 
disagreed  on  the  potential  dangers  to  the  work  in  the  cleaning  pro¬ 
cess.  Many  art  scholars  were  surprised  by  the  brilliance  of  colors 
unveiled  after  smoke  and  grime  of  centuries  were  removed. 


Hosanna,  loud  hosanna. 

The  little  children  sang : 

Through  pillared  court  and  temple 
The  lovely  anthem  rang. 

To  Jesus,  who  had  blest  them 
Close  folded  to  his  breast, 

The  children  sang  their  praises. 

The  simplest  and  the  best. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Some  hymns  are  written  for  a 
specific  purpose.  Others  come 
about  unintentionally,  in  quiet 
times  of  thoughtful  meditation, 
without  any  exterior  stimulation  or 
suggestions. 


Jeanette  Threlfall  wrote  “Hosan¬ 
na,  loud  hosanna”  during  one  of  the 
many  quiet  times  she  had  as  an  in¬ 
valid.  She  sometimes  referred  to 
these  as  "idle  moments." 

She  was  born  in  1821  in 
Blackburn,  England,  where  her  fa¬ 
ther  was  a  wine  merchant.  As  a 
child,  she  was  left  an  orphan,  and 
was  loved  and  cared  for  by 
relatives. 

She  became  an  invalid  rather  ear¬ 
ly  in  life,  the  victim  of  two  acci¬ 
dents.  However,  she  had  a  radiant 
Christian  spirit  with  no  trace  of  bit¬ 
terness  related  to  her  physical 


condition. 

Various  religious  periodicals  pub¬ 
lished  her  poems,  and  “Hosanna, 
loud  hosanna"  was  first  published 
in  her  collection  of  poems  titled 
“Sunshine  and  Shadow"  (1873). 

The  tune  to  which  we  sing  "Ho¬ 
sanna,  loud  hosanna”  is  of  un¬ 
known  origin  and  dates  from  a  Ger¬ 
man  hymnbook  published  in  1784. 
William  H.  Monk  included  it  in  a 
English  hymnal  in  1868  and  named 
the  tune  “Ellacombe"  for  a  village 
in  Devonshire,  England. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"The  Day  of  Resurrection" 


the  statement  to  the  Israeli  mission 
to  the  United  Nations  and  the  Is¬ 
raeli  embassy  in  Washington  and  is 
planning  to  publish  the  text  as  an  ad 
in  the  “Jerusalem  Post." 

In  the  Israeli  court  ruling.  Justice 
Menachem  Elon  wrote  that  Messi¬ 
anic  Jews  “do  not  belong  to  the 
Jewish  nation  and  have  no  right  to 
force  themselves  on  it.  Those  who 
believe  in  Jesus  are,  in  fact, 
Christians." 

Rabbi  A.  James  Rudin,  national 
interreligious  affairs  director  of  the 
American  Jewish  Committee,  has 
described  the  ruling  as  “a  positive 
contribution  toward  building  con¬ 
structive  relationships  between 
Christians  and  Jews,  relationships 
that  demand  authenticity,  integrity 
and  clarity.” 


Poem  of  the  week 


Conversation  with  a  Sparrow 

Come  to  me,  little  sparrow, 

Away  from  the  pelting  rain; 

Tell  me  of  your  sorrows 
And  I’ll  tell  you  of  my  pain 

Come  perch  upon  my  window  sill 
And  rest  your  weary  wing; 

And  give  to  me  the  meaning 
Of  the  lovely  songs  you  sing. 

Teach  me  how  to  be  happy 
Behind  these  concrete  walls; 
Now  give  to  me  the  reason 
For  your  early  morning  calls. 

How  I’d  like  to  soar  the  heavens 
And  fly  about  so  free! 

But  I  am  here  in  prison, 

So  you  take  wing  for  me. 

’Tis  God  Who  taught  you  how  to 
sing. 

And  gave  you  wings  to  fly; 

’Tis  God  Who  sent  His  precious 
Son 

For  sinners  such  as  I. 

So  off  you  go,  little  sparrow. 

Out  into  the  pelting  rain; 

Take  with  you  all  my  sorrows, 
Give  wing  to  all  my  pain. 

Fly  away,  little  sparrow, 

But  soon  come  back  to  me; 

For  as  I  watch  you  soar  the 
heavens 

I  find  I,  too,  am  free. 

—RICHARD  RYAN 
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Louisiana  Legislators  Face  Tough  Choices 


Fiscal  Reform  A  Must  Education  Voucher  Proposal 


Louisiana’s  state  government 
continues  to  be  faced  with  financial 
“shortfalls"  of  hundreds  of  millions 
of  dollars  each  year  because  of  an 
unwillingness  to  accept  the  fact  that 
only  through  fiscal  reform  can  the 
state  pull  itself  out  of  the  economic 
doldrums. 

As  the  state  approaches  the  1990 
legislative  session,  once  again  the 
emphasis  is  on  the  size  of  the 
“Shortfall.”  While  the  estimated 
“shortfall”  changes  from  day  to  day 
and  from  source  to  source,  it  ap¬ 
pears  the  range  is  from  S400  million 
to  $500  million. 

This  gap  cannot  be  filled  through 
massive  spending  cuts  since  reduc¬ 
tions  in  spending  have  occurred 
each  year  for  the  past  several  years 
and  most,  if  not  all,  the  fat  is  gone. 
Obviously,  some  savings  can  and 
should  be  implemented  in  various 
areas,  but  the  magnitude  of  such 
savings  will  have  a  limited  impact 
on  the  “shortfall." 

The,  lack  of  funds  has  caused  a  se¬ 
rious  reduction  in  spending  for  ser¬ 
vices  classified  by  the  Federal 
Reserve  Board  of  Dallas  as 
“growth-enhancement.”  In  a  study 
of  five  southwestern  states,  includ¬ 
ing  Louisiana,  the  agency  said: 
"When  provided  efficiently,  educa¬ 
tion  is  one  of  the  most  valued  ser¬ 
vices  that  a  state  and  local 
government  can  provide.  Good 
health  services  and  good  roads  and 
highways  also  are  quite  valuable  in 
attracting  business  investment  and 
labor.  Expenditures  for  these  public 
services  offset  the  negative  effects 
of  taxes  necessary  to  finance  them 
by  a  considerable  margin. 

"Spending  on  public  safety,  sew¬ 
age  and  sanitation,  natural  re¬ 
sources,  parks  and  recreation,  and 
other  transportation  facilities  also 
offsets  the  negative  effects  of  the 
taxes  necessary  to  finance  it,  but  by 
a  smaller  margin,” 

The  report  concluded  that  Louisi¬ 
ana  did  not  devote  as  high  a  propor- 
tion  of  its  spending  to 
growth-enhancement  services  as  did 
the  other  four  southwestern  states. 
As  a  result,  “With  the  exception  of 
Louisiana,  the  southwest  may  suffer 
fewer  economic  effects  from  special 
interest  groups  than  the  average 
state.” 

For  too  many  years  Louisiana  de¬ 
pended  on  oil  and  gas  revenues  and 
the  business  community  to  provide 
needed  funds.  In  earlier  years,  these 
sources  enabled  the  state  to  fund  its 
programs  while  imposing  little  or 
no  tax  burden  on  its  citizens. 

But  things  have  changed.  Oil  and 


Lottery  Losers 


gas  revenues  are  well  below  levels  of 
prior  years  with  little  hope  of  sub¬ 
stantial  increases  because  of  declin¬ 
ing  production.  The  economic 
recession  has  caused  many  busi¬ 
nesses  to  close  and  others  to  operate 
with  little  profit,  thus  business  tax 
revenues  have  declined.  Yet  there 
has  been  limited  support  to  raise 
the  abnormally  low  taxes  on  indi¬ 
viduals  with  the  result  that  Louisi¬ 
ana  is  no  longer  able  to  provide 
quality  services  to  its  citizens. 

The  solution  is  simple.  Face  up  to 
the  need  for  fiscal  reform  and  pro¬ 
vide  the  funds  to  enable  the  state 
and  local  governments  to  adequate¬ 
ly  finance  its  “growth-enhance¬ 
ment”  services. 

The  three  major  revenue  sources 
for  state  and  local  governments  are 
sales,  income  and  property  taxes. 
Louisiana  has  high  sales  taxes  but 
low  individual  income  and  residen¬ 
tial  property  taxes. 

Increasing  individual  income  tax¬ 
es  will  not  impact  on  the  poor  be¬ 
cause  at  least  a  moderate  income  is 
necessary  to  pay  state  income  taxes. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  poor  and 
low  income  families  pay  a  dispro¬ 
portionate  high  share  of  residential 
property  taxes  because  the  home¬ 
stead  exemption  applies  to  owner 
occupied  homes  and  not  rental 
homes.  Many  low  income  families 
rent  their  homes  and  thus  must  pay 
the  full  tax  on  that  property  while 
home  owners  in  the  middle  and  up¬ 
per  income  categories  have  reduced 
property  taxes  because  of  the  high 
homestead  exemption. 

Increasing  individual  income  tax¬ 
es  by  50%  and  eliminating  or  drasti¬ 
cally  reducing  the  homestead 
exemption  would  go  a  long  way  to¬ 
wards  alleviating  the  annual  short¬ 
fall  the  state  experiences.  In 
addition,  rates  and  exemptions  of 
all  other  taxes  should  be  reviewed 
with  the  goal  of  eliminating  inequi¬ 
ties  and  increasing  revenues. 

Fiscal  reform  is  a  must  for  stimu¬ 
lating  economic  growth  in  Louisi¬ 
ana.  Voter  approval  of  higher 
gasoline  taxes  will  enable  the  state 
to  make  badly  needed  improve¬ 
ments  on  streets  and  highways. 
Higher  revenues  through  fiscal  re¬ 
form  can  then  be  used  to  adequately 
finance  the  “growth-enhancement” 
service  of  education,  health,  public 
safety,  sewage  and  sanitation,  natu¬ 
ral  resources,  and  parks  and  recrea¬ 
tion. 

Art  Thiel 

Broadmoor  United 

Methodist  Church 

Baton  Rouge 


Bishop's  Reception  For  Legislators 
Monday,  April  16,  9:00-1 1:00  a.m. 
Louisiana  State  Capitol 

Pastors,  Lay  Leaders,  Council  on  Ministries  Chairpersons,  Church 
and  Society  Chairpersons,  United  Methodist  Men  Presidents,  United 
Methodist  Women  Presidents  are  asked  to  contact  by  telephone  or 
letter  their  state  representative  and  their  state  senator  and  encourage 
him/her  to  attend  the  Bishop's  Reception  which  will  be  held  in  Room 
W  of  the  Capitol  basement.  Each  state  senator  and  representative  will 
receive  a  letter  from  Bishop  William  Oden  inviting  him/her  to  this 
Reception.  Your  personal  contact  will  be  important  in  encouraging 
them  to  come  and  making  certain  that  Bishop  Oden  has  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  meeting  personally  our  elected  officials. 

Pastors  and  lay  persons  from  every  church  are  invited  to  attend  the 
Reception.  After  meeting  the  bishop,  the  elected  representatives  will 
want  to  meet  persons  from  their  district,  and  discuss  the  issues  of  the 
coming  Legislative  Session. 

The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  has  decided  to  follow  three  par¬ 
ticular  issues  to  be  faced  in  this  session  of  the  Louisiana  Legislature. 
The  issues  are:  Education  Vouchers,  Lottery,  and  Fiscal  Reform.  The 
enclosed  statement  by  Art  Thiel  presents  a  summary  of  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  study  of  these  issues. 


State  lawmakers  will  be  asked 
this  session  to  start  phasing  in  a 
voucher  system  to  finance  educa¬ 
tion  in  Louisiana.  Under  a  voucher 
system,  parents  are  issued  educa¬ 
tion  credit  slips,  or  vouchers  to  al¬ 
low  their  children  to  attend  the 
public  or  private  school  of  their 
choice.  The  premise  of  this  plan  is 
to  introduce  competition  into  the 
school  system  because  parents 
would  be  empowered  to  invest  their 
money  in  the  school  of  their  own 
choosing.  The  proposal  of  the 
“Right  to  Learn”  committee  sug¬ 
gests  phasing  in  a  voucher  system, 
starting  with  vouchers  for  low-in¬ 
come  people.(') 

Four  questions  have  been  raised 
about  the  voucher  proposal. 

1.  ARE  VOUCHERS  FEASIBLE 
ECONOMICALLY? 

The  Right  to  Learn  proposal 
would  hand  to  parents  a  voucher 
equal  to  $  1 ,200-$  1 ,500  for  each  stu¬ 
dent.  These  amounts  would  result 
in  an  increased  education  budget. 
Approximately  135,000  Louisiana 
students  were  enrolled  in  non-pub¬ 
lic  schools  last  year.  If  one  assumes 
each  voucher  is  worth  $1,000,  then 
the  state  will  be  required  to  come 
up  with  an  additional  $135  million 
for  those  already  attending  private 
and  parochial  schools.  That  is  about 
one-tenth  of  the  current  budget  for 
public  schools  —  a  budget  all  agree 
is  underfunded  by  the  national  av- 
erage.U) 

2.  WILL  VOUCHERS 
CONTRIBUTE  TO  A 
SEGREGATION  OF 
CHILDREN? 

The  long  term  effect  of  an  educa¬ 
tional  voucher  plan  could  be  the 
segregation  of  children  by  religion, 
class,  ability  and  race.  “Public 
schools”  operate  under  laws  man¬ 
dating  that  they  educate  all  chil¬ 
dren.  Children  attend  public 
schools  with  abilities  ranging  from 
gifted  to  severely  retarded.  At  the 
present  time  many  private  schools 
operate  with  admission  guidelines 
that  prohibit  entrance  to  children 
operating  below  normal  ranges  of 
abilities.  We  can  only  hope  that 
public  schools  will  not  become 
places  for  students  that  no  one  else 
wants  or  knows  how  to  educate.(’) 

If  participation  by  private  schools 
in  the  voucher  program  requires 
them  to  take  a  fixed  percentage  of 
students  at  a  tuition  not  to  exceed 
the  voucher  amount,  the  successful 
private  schools  may  decline  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  Thus,  low-income  minority 
students  will  not  have  increased  op¬ 
portunity  under  a  voucher  program 
to  attend  a  selective,  high  achieving 
private  school. 

If  participation  by  private  schools 
allows  them  to  accept  voucher  as 
partial  payment  of  the  tuition  pay¬ 
ment,  the  real  benefactors  will  be 
the  upper  and  middle  class  parents 
who  will  be  happy  to  receive  state 
subsidy  to  send  their  children  to  pa¬ 
rochial  or  private  schools.  The  low- 
income,  minority  family  will  find 
the  tuition,  even  with  the  voucher 
subsidy  beyond  their  means.  The 
voucher  proposal  will  simply  en¬ 
courage  the  white  flight  to  white 
academies. 


quality.  Such  schools  have  made  a 
genuine  contribution  to  society.  We 
do  not  support  the  expansion  or 
strengthening  of  private  schools 
with  public  funds.  Furthermore,  we 
oppose  the  establishment  or 
strengthening  of  private  schools 
that  jeopardize  the  public  school 
system  or  thwart  valid  public  poli¬ 
cy.  We  specifically  oppose  tuition 
tax  credits  or  any  other  mechanism 
which  directly  or  indirectly  allows 
government  funds  to  support  reli¬ 
gious  schools  at  the  primary  and 
secondary  level.  Persons  of  one  par¬ 
ticular  faith  should  be  free  to  use 
their  own  funds  to  strengthen  the 
belief  system  of  their  particular  reli¬ 
gious  group.  But  they  should  not  ex¬ 
pect  all  taxpayers,  including  those 
who  adhere  to  other  religious  belief 
systems,  to  provide  funds  to  each 
religious  view  with  which  they  do 
not  agree. ’’(*) 

4.  IS  COMPETITION  AN 
APPROPRIATE  MODEL 
FOR  EDUCATION? 

Although  we  reap  the  benefits  of 
free  enterprise  system  everyday, 
and  find  that  competition  encour¬ 
ages  greater  effort,  greater  efficien¬ 
cy,  and  greater  productivity,  the 
transferring  competition  model 
from  the  marketplace  to  the  school 
may  not  be  appropriate.  In  some  ar¬ 
eas  we  find  it  in  the  public  interest 
to  license  one  company  to  provide 
services,  e.g.  utilities,  or  public 
transportation.  Our  concern  in  pub¬ 
lic  education  is  to  provide  educa¬ 
tional  opportunity  for  all  children. 
In  an  area  as  important  as  our  chil¬ 
dren's  growth,  models  of  profit, 
product,  cost  efficiency  may  not  be 
the  primary  governing  norms.  In 
the  area  of  education  a  more  helpful 
model  might  be  cooperation.  Dif¬ 
ferent  schools  trying  different  ap¬ 
proaches  and  sharing  the  benefits  of 
the  learning  with  the  whole  commu¬ 
nity.  The  final  standard  measuring 
a  school  is  not  survival  as  economi¬ 
cally  successful,  but  student  learn¬ 
ing  and  development. 

The  proposal  of  education  vouch¬ 
ers  grows  out  of  a  concern  for  im¬ 
proving  the  quality  of  education  in 
Louisiana.  The  questions  raised 
suggest  that  the  proposal,  however, 
well  intended,  may  do  more  harm 
than  good. 

The  1988  General  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  reaf¬ 
firmed  the  long  time  commitment 
of  Methodists  to  public  education: 
“The  church  teaches  that  all  are  cre¬ 
ated  in  the  image  of  God  and 
blessed  by  the  Creator  with  the  gifts 
of  creativity,  morality,  and  reason. 

In  a  pluralistic  and  democratic  soci¬ 
ety,  such  as  the  United  States,  a 
quality  public  education  system  is 
the  best  means  whereby  these  gifts 
can  be  nurtured  and  a  community 
of  equality  transcending  differences 
of  race,  ethnic  origins  and  gender 
can  be  built. ”(s) 

Phil  Woodland 
William  B.  Reily 
Memorial  University 
United  Methodist  Church 
Baton  Rouge 


3.  WOULD  EDUCATION 
VOUCHERS  FOR  PAROCHIAL 
SCHOOLS  VIOLATE 
THE  CONSTITUTIONAL 
PRINCIPLE  OF  SEPARATION 
OF  CHURCH  AND  STATE? 

In  the  United  Methodist  Church 
Resolution  on  Church  Government 
Relations  and  Education  it  is  stated: 

. .  we  recognize  and  pledge  our 
continued  allegiance  to  the  U.S. 
constitutional  principle  that  citi¬ 
zens  have  a  right  to  establish  and 
maintain  private  schools  from  pri¬ 
vate  resources  so  long  as  such 
schools  meet  public  standards  of 
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5.  “Public  Education’  in  the 
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If  you  like  the  screaming  car  sales 
ads  on  television  every  few  mo¬ 
ments,  then  you’ll  love  the  satura¬ 
tion  of  the  airwaves  by  state-run 
lotteries  pushing  people  to  spend 
more  and  even  more  on  lotteries,  as 
some  Louisiana  travelers  to  New 
Jersey  have  discovered. 

“Rather  than  push  gambling, 
states  would  do  better  to  use  their 
resources  to  warn  about  the  poten¬ 
tial  hazards  of  gambling  in  the  same 
way  that  states  have  assumed  the 
responsibility  for  warning  their  citi¬ 
zens  about  smoking,  drinking,  and 
drug  abuse,”  states  Rev.  William  H. 
Willimon,  Dean  of  the  Chapel  and 
Professor  of  Christian  Ministry  at 
Duke  University. 

His  powerful  statement  in  the  ar¬ 
ticle  “Lottery  Losers”  is  in  the 
Christian  Century  (January 
17,1990):  “Through  advertise¬ 
ments,  backed  up  by  the  clout  and 
the  authority  of  state  government, 
Americans  are  being  told  that  they 
can  escape  the  dreariness  of  work 
through  gambling.  The  desire  to 
gamble  is  not  simply  being  accom¬ 


modated  by  the  government  (an  ar 
gument  dear  to  lottery  proponents) 
rather,  the  desire  to  gamble  is  beinf 
stimulated  by  the  government.” 

A  survey  of  Southern  California 
high  school  students  found  that  the 
percentage  who  participate  in  gam¬ 
bling  in  any  form  rose  by  40  percent 
after  the  California  lottery  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  1985.  They  have  obvi¬ 
ously  gotten  the  message  of  th? 
lottery  ads  in  their  state.  If  the  gov¬ 
ernment  says  it’s  OK  then  it’s  OK. 

“.  •  ■  In  short,  lotteries  may  un¬ 
dercut  the  ethic  of  work  and 
achievement,  replacing  it  with  an 
ethic  of  luck.  The  lottery  craze  is  ev¬ 
idence  of  the  government’s  abdicat¬ 
ing  responsibility  for  the  care  and 
well-being  of  people:  it  is  an  assault 
upon  the  poor  and  the  uninformed 
by  governments  that  are  being  irre¬ 
sponsibly  financed.  It  is,  therefore, 
a  movement  that  deserves  to  be  op¬ 
posed  by  churches  and  those  who 
care  about  the  future  of  our  people.” 
Larry  Robertson 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
Ponchatoula 


New  Video  Released:  Education  Vouchers  for  Louisiana 


A  fifteen  minute  video  has  been 
developed  by  the  Legislative  Liai¬ 
son  Committee  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
United  Methodist  Church  giving  a 
background  and  overview  of  the 
proposal  and  presenting  issues  and 
questions  raised  by  the  proposal. 

The  video  project,  produced  by 
REACH,  is  coordinated  by  Sarah 
Kreutziger,  Munholland  UMC, 
New  Orleans,  and  Art  Thiel,  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  will 
explain  the  proposal  of  the  “Right 
to  Learn”  committee  with  respons¬ 
es  by  Rosemary  Ewing,  Trinity 
UMC,  Ruston,  Don  Avery,  Neely 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Phil 
Woodland,  Reily  Memorial  Univer¬ 


sity  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 

The  video  is  limited  in  length 
only  fifteen  minutes.  It  is  designet 
to  be  used  as  a  “starter”  for  discus 
sion  in  Sunday  School  classes,  Unit 
ed  Methodist  Men’s  programs 
United  Methodist  Women’s  groups 
youth  group,  adult  study  groups 
etc.  Equipped  with  information 
United  Methodists  can  participate 
more  effectively  in  the  decisions 
which  affect  all  of  us. 

Copies  of  the  video,  EDUCA 
TION  VOUCHERS,  will  be  avail 
able  from  the  Conferenci 
Audio-Visual  Library,  527  Nortl 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  anc 
from  each  district  superintendent’! 
office  by  April  16. 
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Legislative  Seminar 

Co-Sponsored  By  The 
Church  &  Society  Committee 
Presbytery  Of  South  Louisiana 
And  The 

Legislative  Liaison  Committee 
Louisiana  Conference 
Of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
Wednesday,  April  18,  1990 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
930  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 


8:00  Continental  Breakfast 
8:30  Overview  of  Legislation 
and  Churches 


9:00  Interest  Groups  Workshops 
Session  I  (select  one) 
Education 
Environment 
Session  II  (select  one) 
Children’s  Issues 
Health  Care 


AGENDA 


11:15  Bus  trip  to  the  Capitol 
12:00  Luncheon  in  Room  W 
Speaker  “How  to  Par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  Legislative 
Process” 

1:00  Observe  Committee 

meetings,  visit  House  and 
Senate,  meet  with  your 
legislator 

3:00  Reconvene  in  Room  W 
for  sharing,  evaluation 
and  sending  forth 
3:30  Bus  trip  back  to  First 
United  Methodist  Church 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
LEGISLATIVE  SEMINAR 


Name . 


-Church  . 


Address 


-Phone 


Zip  _ 


Please  enclose  registration  fee  of  $8.00.  Checks  payable  to  Presbytery 
of  South  Louisiana.  Mail  to  Dr.  Mildred  Feldman,  1424  S.  Alameda 
Dr„  Baton  Rouge,  LA  708 1 5  by  April  13, 1990. 
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Let  Our  'Hallelujahs' 
Ring  Out! 


This  weekend  is  the  most  significant  period  in  the  Christian  Church 
calendar.  It  is  the  time  we  incorporate  our  history  and  tradition  into  our 
faith  and  lives. 

Good  Friday  —  All  our  fears,  shadows,  darkness,  suffering  and  de¬ 
spair  are  hung  on  the  cross  with  Jesus.  All  our  sin,  separation,  heart¬ 
brokenness  intermingle  with  God’s  own  suffering.  The  cry  of  Psalm  22 
becomes  our  cry,  “My  God,  my  God,  why  have  you  abandoned  me?” 

Holy  Saturday  —  Crucifixion  is  real.  God  hangs  on  a  cross  on  our 
behalf.  The  stark  silence  of  Saturday  is  a  muted  cry  for  reconciliation. 
Can  sin  be  forgiven?  Can  creation  be  restored?  How  these  questions 
pierce  our  hearts  as  our  incredibly  beautiful  Earth-home  is  being  cruci¬ 
fied  by  our  ow  n  sins  of  conspicuous  consumption  and  lack  of  care.  But  a 
word  of  hope  and  ray  of  light  is  even  now  being  bom.  As  St.  Ambrose 
writes  on  this  day,  “Presently  you  will  rise  up  from  the  dead;  presently 
you  will  be  liberated  from  the  tomb.” 

Easter  —  Eastertide  is  the  foundation  of  the  joy  of  knowing  that  all 
our  crucifixions  are  in  God’s  hands,  that  he  has  the  last  word,  and  that 
our  God  can  be  trusted  with  the  end  of  our  earthly  existence.  This  trust 
can  raise  us  up  and  reaffirm  for  us  that  we,  like  Jesus,  choose  to  lay 
dow  n  our  lives  of  our  own  free  will.  No  one  can  take  them  from  us. 

Let  every  Louisiana  United  Methodist  be  in  worship  this  Easter 
Sunday.  Let  the  bells  ring  and  the  trumpets  blast!  Let  the  hymn  be 
sung  and  heard  by  all  —  Christ  the  Lord  is  Risen  today! 


a 


\-Persons  —  Churches  —  Events-\ 


Twelve  people  from  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  and  one  member 
from  Ohio  met  at  the  Gilbert  Center 
in  Antigua  to  assist  with  the  prob¬ 
lems  left  from  Hurricane  Hugo 
which  struck  several  months  ago. 
The  hurricane  left  damages  that 
prevented  effective  use  of  the  beau¬ 
tiful  retreat  center.  Workers  re¬ 
paired  the  roof,  ceiling,  floor,  and 
electrical  construction.  The  group 
also  worked  on  the  water  system.  It 
was  great  that  the  member  from 
Ohio  is  an  engineer,  and  had 
worked  for  30  years  caring  for  water 
systems  in  an  oil  refinery  as  well  as 
building  maintenance.  For  two 
weeks  the  group  worked  very  hard, 
but  still  managed  time  for  worship 
and  fellowship.  Team  leader  for  the 
group  was  Terral  Lowe  from 
Springhill. 

*  *  * 

The  UMW  of  Lakeview  UMC  in 
Shreveport  recently  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  host  Anita  Caldwell  from 
the  Evergreen  House  as  its  guest 
speaker.  While  meeting,  the  women 
collected  baby  clothes,  bed  linens, 
toilet  articles,  towels,  etc.  which  are 
needed  for  daily  living  at  the 
House.  The  women  had  the  chance 
to  listen  to  one  of  the  solutions  for 
the  homeless  problem  ip  the  com¬ 
munity.  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  outstanding  “Women’s  Day” 
which  was  recently  held  at  First 
UMC  in  Mansfield  reminded  all 
present  of  the  tremendous  talent 
and  leadership  of  the  UMW  of  the 
congregation  and  the  Conference. 
The  message  of  Betty  Ferrington 
and  the  voices  of  the  Ladies  Chorus 
were  inspiring  to  all  who  attended. 
Rev.  A.  Wayne  Evans  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

A  covenant  approach  to  raising 
funds  for  use  in  combatting  hunger 
was  started  in  the  fall  of  1984  by 
members  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in 
New  Orleans,  and  the  approximate¬ 
ly  forty  members  of  the  covenanting 
group  have  given  over  ten  thousand 
dollars  in  the  past  five  years.  Group 
members  covenant  to  put  the  cost 
of  one  meal  each  month  into  a  fund 
administered  through  the  Missions 
Work  Area  and  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  Half  of  the  money  raised  each 
year  is  used  for  local  hunger  and 
half  for  world  hunger.  The  amount 
given  has  increased  each  year,  and 
for  1989  alone,  amounted  to  over 
five  thousand  dollars.  Most  of  the 


funds  for  local  hunger  have  bought 
food  through  the  local  food  bank. 
The  portion  for  world  hunger  has 
supported  the  FISH  program  for 
educating  Third  World  food  scien¬ 
tists  and  has  purchased  TRAG  ma¬ 
chines  through  UMCOR  for 
transporting  agricultural  materials. 
This  method  of  raising  funds  for 
combatting  hunger  has  resulted  in  a 
thirty-fold  increase  in  annual  sup¬ 
port  for  this  ministry  of  St.  Luke’s. 
Rev.  Jim  Comer  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Second  Annual  Volkswagen 
Extravaganza  to  benefit  the  Jona¬ 
than  Nelson  Cancer  Fund  will  be 
held  Sunday,  April  22  from  10  a.m. 
to  4  p.m.  at  Mobile  One  Auto 
Sound.  Over  300  cars  will  be  exhib¬ 
ited.  The  Methodist  Health  System 
in  New  Orleans  is  one  of  the  spon¬ 
sors  for  this  event.  Trophies  in  vari¬ 
ous  categories  will  be  awarded.  For 
further  information  contact  Chap¬ 
lain  Judy  Nelson  of  Pendleton  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Hospital. 

*  *  * 

Gueydan  UMC  recently  held  a 
“Witness  and  Celebrate”  event.  Dr. 
Woodrow  W.  Smith,  Lake  Charles 
District  Superintendent  was  the 
guest  speaker  for  the  services  which 
took  place  a  Sunday  morning  and 
evening,  and  a  Monday  and  Tues¬ 
day  evening.  The  services  were  en¬ 
hanced  by  the  special  music 
provided  by  the  choirs  of  First 
Church,  First  UMC  of  Crowley, 
First  UMC,  Lake  Arthur,  and  First 
Baptist  Church,  Gueydan.  An  up¬ 
coming  event  will  be  the  6  a.m.  Eas¬ 
ter  Sunrise  Service  which  will  take 
place  in  the  city  park  sponsored  by 
the  Methodist  and  Baptist  churches. 
The  entire  community  is  invited  to 
participate  in  this  special  service. 
Rev.  E.  J.  Martin  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Gueydan,  Rev.  W.  Spiller 
Milton  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Crowley,  and  Rev.  James  W.  Jones 
is  pastor  of  Lake  Arthur. 

*  *  * 

The  month  of  March  was  Le- 
Jeune  UMC’s  time  to  praise  the 
Lord  in  singing  from  West  Baton 
Rouge  Parish  to  East  Baton  Rouge 
Parish  as  the  guest  choir  at  New 
Revelation  Baptist  Church  which  is 
pastored  by  Rev.  Owen  Wilson.  The 
children  of  LeJeune  are  now  partici¬ 
pating  in  an  Easter  workshop 
which  is  being  held  each  Saturday 
until  Easter  Sunday.  Easter  Sunday 
service  will  take  place  at  8:30  a.m. 
Rev.  Clarence  L.  Hillard  is  pastor. 


Sunday  School  Fairs  Deadline  Nears 


Sunday  School  Fairs  will  be  held 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  this 
month.  One  will  be  held  at  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  La¬ 
fayette  on  April  21.  The  other  will 
be  held  on  April  28  at  Trinity  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston. 

Pre-registration  is  requested  to 
insure  adequate  lunch.  Some  classes 
may  be  cancelled  if  there  is  inade¬ 
quate  registration  in  those  classes. 
The  deadline  has  been  extended  by 
a  few  days.  For  the  event  in  La¬ 
fayette,  the  deadline  is  April  17.  For 
Ruston  it  is  April  23. 

The  cost  of  the  event  is  $15.00. 
This  will  include  lunch.  Registra¬ 
tion  fee  should  be  sent  with  com¬ 
pleted  registration. 

Registration  begins  at  9:30  a.m. 
There  will  be  a  total  group  gather¬ 
ing  for  worship  and  instructions  at 
10  a.m.  The  workshops  will  be 
10:30  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  with  lunch 
during  the  second  or  third  session. 

A  curriculum  display  of  all  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  curriculum  will  be 
available  for  viewing,  but  not  for 
sale.  The  clases  being  offered  are: 


Organizing  for  Youth  Ministry 
Youth  Servant  Teams 
Faith  Development  of  Adults 
Reaching  Young  Adults 
Discipline  in  the  Classroom 
Sunday  School  in  the  Small 
Church 

Introduction  to  the  New  Human 
Sexuality  Curriculum 
Evangelism  in  the  Sunday  School 
Spiritual  Journey  for  Teachers 

Session  II  —  11:40-12:40 
Basic  Teaching  Skills:  Preschool 
Teachers 

Basic  Teaching  Skills:  Elementary 
Teachers 

A  Child  Experiences  the 
Sacraments 

Basic  Teaching  Skills:  Youth 
Teachers 

Programming  and  Resourcing  for 
Youth  Ministry 
Basic  Teaching  Skills:  Adult 
Teachers 

How  to  Start/Grow  an  Adult 
Sunday  School  Class 
Recruiting,  Equipping  and 
Supporting  the  Sunday  School 
Teacher/Leader 


Session  I  — 10:30-11:30 
Faith  Development  of  Children 
Children’s  Choir  Techniques  and 
Resources 

Church  Related  Pre-Schools 
Helping  Younger  Children  Learn 
About  Peace 

Faith  Development  of  Youth 


Session  III  —  12:50-1:50 
Celebrating  the  Seasons 
Teaching  Stewardship  to  Children 
Worship  with/by  Youth 
Raising  PG  Kids  in  an  X-rated 
Society 

Working  with  Older  Adults 
Reaching  Baby  Boomers 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The  Conference  Nominating  Committee  will  meet  on  Tuesday,  May 
8th,  at  2:00  p.m.  at  the  Headquarters  Building  in  Baton  Rouge.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Committee  are: 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
Mrs.  Norma  Winegeart 
Ms.  Leigh  Ann  Boston 
Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir 
Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith 
Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain 
Rev.  James  M.  Poole 
Mr.  Bob  Sides 
Mr.  Steve  Wheelis 
Mrs.  Betty  Ferrington 


Mr.  Paul  White 
Ms.  Christy  Arceneaux 
Dr.  Kirby  A.  Vining 
Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin 
Dr.  Byrl  J.  Moreland 
Dr.  H.  Warren  Blakeman 
Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton 
Mr.  Bill  Koontz 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Deich 
Dr.  Nancy  Carruth 


Those  wishing  to  submit  names  and  supporting  information  to  the 
Nominating  Committee  may  forward  such  to  the  Conference  Secre¬ 
tary,  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802-5720. 


How  UMCOR  is  Helping 

United  Methodists  gave  more  than  $3.6  million  to  Hurricane  Hugo  re¬ 
lief  during  the  six  months  following  the  storm,  of  which  $2  million  has  al¬ 
ready  disbursed  or  committed.  "Response  from  across  the  church  has  been 
phenomenal,”  said  UMCOR  staff  member  Lloyd  Rollins.  While  giving  to 
Hugo  relief  has  been  generous,  United  Methodists  also  gave  $1  million  to 
UMCOR  for  earthquake  relief. 


Sharing  Year  Round  Ideas  . . . 

Heritage  Sunday 
Celebrating  Our  Memories 

To  commemorate  Heritage  Sunday  and  to  raise  funds  for  new 
choir  robes,  we  used  the  theme  “Memories  Are  Our  Heritage,  Too.” 

The  appeal  contained  several  components:  articles  in  bulletins  and 
newsletters;  bulletin  board  displays;  photographs;  posters  and  other 
artwork;  spot  announcements  during  worship;  a  wooden  church  dis¬ 
play,  inviting  people  to  share  their  memories  in  writing;  a  “Thanks 
for  the  Memories”  program;  a  snack  supper;  a  spring  fashion  show; 
and  a  talent  show. 

We  encouraged  people  to  contribute  10  cents  for  each  year  they 
have  experienced  the  joy  of  being  a  United  Methodist  and  earned 
$  1 ,907  —  enough  for  the  new  robes! 

—  Drayton  UMC,  Spartanburg,  S.C. 


Camp  Istrouma  Correction 

There  was  a  printing  error  in  the  Camp  Istrouma  summer  brochure.  The 
cost  for  each  week  of  camp  should  be  $65.00.  This  registration  fee  should 
be  sent  with  the  registration. 


In  Memoriam 


Mrs.  Armadie  Stegall,  wife  of  re¬ 
tired  minister  Rev.  William  G.  Ste¬ 
gall,  died  March  31,  1990.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband  and  a 


daughter.  Mrs.  Stegall  was  82  at  the 
time  of  her  death.  Funeral  services 
took  place  April  2  in  Van  Buren, 
Arkansas. 


Of  Special  Interest  on  the  Inside  Pages 

Six  months  later.  Why  do  so  few  live  Gospel 

Hugo  area  still  ’war  zone’ . Page  3  rather  than  just  listen? . Page  2 

Church  buyout  ‘joke’  Worship  is  sometimes  a  shade-tree 

goes  awry . Page  3  experience  in  Mozambique Page  4 


Involving  the  Sunday  School  in 
Mission 

Avoiding  Burnout  as  a  Teacher 

Session  IV  —  2:00-3:00 
Children  in  Worship 
Using  the  Bible  with  Elementary 
Children 

Using  the  Bible  with  Pre-School 
Children 

Afterschool  Programs 


Using  the  Bible  with  Youth 
Clown  Ministries 
Confirmation 

Using  the  Bible  with  Adults 
Faith  Sharing 
Storytelling 

Organization  and  Administration 
of  the  Sunday  School 
Using  Movement  in  the  Class 
Teaching  Students  to  Pray 
Coping  with  Crisis 


I - 1 

Registration  Form 

Sunday  School  Fair!  —  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  April  21,  1990  — 
i  registration  deadline  is  April  17,  1990.  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston, 

April  28,  1990  —  registration  deadline  is  April  23,  1990.  Send 
$  1 5  registration  fee  to:  Larry  Lewis,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802  (Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference). 

j  Name  _  Address  _  j 

j  Phone  _  Church  _  j 

I  I  will  attend: _ Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette _ Trinity  UMC,  Ruston  | 

I  Workshop  Selection:  (To  help  plan  space) 

j  Session  I:  _ 

I  Session  II:  _  (You  will  need  to  j 

I  plan  for  lunch  j 

Session  III:  _  during  II  or  III)  j 

Session  IV:  _  I 

I - J 


-Around  the  Conference  - 


HONORED  GUEST  —  The  Gonzales  UMC’s  UMW  were  honored 
recently  to  have  Mrs.  Mary  Lou  Blakeman,  wife  of  North  Shore  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  Dr.  Warren  Blakeman,  speak  on  UMW  Sunday. 
Pictured  I.  to  r.  are  Mrs.  Shirley  Jacocks,  Mrs.  Blakeman  and  Mrs. 
Connie  Francis,  President  of  the  church's  UMW  chapter. 


HEIFER  PROJECT  INTERNATIONAL  —  $12,000  US  from  15  dairy 
farm  families  in  South  Korea  guarantee  higher  protein  diet  for  chil¬ 
dren,  added  income  from  excess  production  for  families,  and  more 
passed-on  offspring  to  other  Heifer  Project  families.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  a  member  agency  of  HPI  and  is  represented  on 
HPI’s  Board  of  Directors,  a  project  that  Louisiana  Methodists  have 
participated  in  through  the  years. 


SPECIAL  VISIT  —  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  enjoys  a  light  moment 
with  leaders  of  First  UMC  in  Many  and  Bayou  Scie  UMC  during  a 
recent  Shepherd's  Visit.  Pictured  I.  to  r.  are  Bishop  Oden;  Rev.  Larry 
Norman,  pastor  of  the  two  churches;  Shreveport  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton;  James  Murphy,  Administrative  Board 
Chairman  of  First  Church;  and  Bob  Sibley,  Administrative  Board 
Chairman  of  Bayou  Scie. 


Faith  forum 


APRIL  13,  1990 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Editorial 


Kinds  of  'resurrection' 


Ordinarily,  one  can  go  from  Eas¬ 
ter  to  Easter  and  see  little  in  the  sec¬ 
ular  media  about  “resurrection.” 

Not  so  this  year.  Many  secular 
observers  have  picked  up  the  vo¬ 
cabulary  of  faith  to  describe  recent 
startling  events  in  Eastern  Europe, 
South  Africa  and  Central  America. 

“A  resurrection  of  freedom  . . 
or  “. . .  of  the  human  spirit,”  or 

. .  of  hope  . . .”  are  among  ways 
we  are  hearing  dramatic  changes  in 
the  world  depicted. 

It's  encouraging  that,  albeit  indi¬ 
rectly  and  probably  unintentionally, 
secular  reporters  routinely  are  using 
a  word  that  implies  a  spiritual  di¬ 
mension  to  temporal  events. 

However,  we  agree  with  the  col¬ 
umnist  who  recently  lamented  the 
inability  or  unwillingness  of  secular 
news  organizations  to  report  direct¬ 
ly  on  the  way  religious  faith  affects 
world  events. 

Hence,  a  concern: 

Divorced  from  their  spiritual  moor¬ 
ings,  the  routine  use  of  religious  terms 
threatens  to  dilute,  and  even  trivial¬ 
ize,  their  distinctive  meaning  for 
Christian  believers. 

For  example,  the  overthrow  of 
communist  dictatorships  in  East 
Germany,  Czechoslovakia,  Hunga¬ 
ry  and  Romania  is  indeed  a  kind  of 
resurrection — a  rebirth  of  political 
freedom — and  reason  to  rejoice. 

But  it’s  not  the  Resurrection! 

Similarly,  anti-apartheid  leader 
Nelson  Mandela’s  release  from  27 


years  in  prison  is  a  kind  of  resurrec¬ 
tion — a  renewal  of  hope  that  South 
Africa’s  policy  of  legalized  racial 
discrimination  soon  will  end. 

But  it's  not  the  Resurrection! 

And  peaceful  elections  ending  a 
decade  of  bitter  warfare  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  are  a  kind  of  resurrection — the 
revival  of  hope  among  people  long-  • 
suffering  from  fear,  exploitation 
and  economic  depression. 

But  it’s  not  the  Resurrection! 

We,  as  Christians,  are  called  to  af¬ 
firm  that  God  is  working  via  count¬ 
less  worldly  events  to  redeem 
humanity  from  sin-filled  conditions: 
tyranny,  discrimination,  poverty,  etc. 

These  are  authentic  resurrection 
experiences  in  that  they  reflect  the 
renewal  of  life  in  the  midst  of  situa¬ 
tions  where  all  seemed  lost. 

But  we’re  equally  called  to  resist 
any  suggestion  that  particular  political 
or  economic  events  are  comparable  in 
significance  to  Christ’s  resurrection. 

By  raising  Christ  from  the  dead, 
God  has  assured  us  that  we  are  not 
ultimately  alone  in  our  humanity. 

For  all  who  view  it  through  eyes  of 
faith,  the  Resurrection’s  reality  offers 
the  most  trustworthy  basis  for  pray¬ 
ing  and  believing  that  God’s  will  “be 
done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.” 

We  encourage  you  to  reaffirm  that 
reality  in  worship  this  Easter.  We 
also  urge  you  to  invite  people  to  join 
you  whose  only  exposure  to  “resur¬ 
rection"  otherwise  is  likely  to  be  the 
daily  newspaper  or  the  evening  news. 


and  the  Resurrection 


The  empty  tomb  as  a  sign  of  Jesus'  resurrection  is  a  familiar  part  of 
the  vocabulary  of  faith.  Many  secular  observers  are  picking  up  on 
that  vocabulary  when  they  describe  recent  events  in  Eastern  Eu¬ 
rope,  South  Africa  and  Central  America  as  "resurrections."  This  di¬ 
lutes,  and  even  trivializes,  the  word's  meaning  for  Christians. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Hunger,  population  rise  need  to  be  linked 


Concerns  for  world  hunger  are 
brought  to  our  attention  clearly  and 
convincingly  by  many  publications 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
including  the  Reporter. 

Some  years  ago,  these  concerns 
also  reflected  the  leadership  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  ad¬ 
dressing  the  issue  of  slowing  world 
population  growth  and  making  vol¬ 
untary  family  planning  services 
readily  available. 

For  some  reason,  that  population 
and  family  planning  message  ap¬ 
pears  much  less  often  in  recent  pub¬ 
lications  concerned  with  hunger 
and  the  plight  of  the  poor. 

In  dealing  with  the  root  causes  of 
hunger  and  poverty,  we  will  not  be 
successful  in  feeding  Africa’s  rapidly 
growing  population  by  producing 
ever-increasing  amounts  of  food  from 
the  fragile  soils  of  that  continent. 

Neither  can  we  create  jobs  fast 
enough  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
today’s  unemployed,  let  alone  the 
billion  more  who  will  soon  enter  the 
world’s  work  force. 

Health  programs  that  don’t  em¬ 
phasize  family  planning  ignore  the 
importance  of  child  spacing  in  in¬ 


fluencing  infant  mortality. 

A  1989  national  demographic 
and  health  survey  in  Uganda  dem¬ 
onstrated  that  “children  bom  less 
than  two  years  after  an  older  sibling 
have  more  than  twice  the  risk  of  dy¬ 
ing  in  infancy  as  those  bom  four  or 
more  years  after  a  prior  birth.’’ 

By  all  means,  let  us  continue  our 
campaigns  for  world  hunger.  How¬ 
ever,  let’s  include  an  essential  ele¬ 
ment  of  dealing  with  world 
population  growth  and  enabling 


“You’ve  got  to  have  healing  in  a 
drug-ridden  community.  Healing 
has  to  happen  in  that  community, 
and  that  means  you  take  time  out, 
and,  rather  than  condemn,  you  put 
people  in  your  bosom  and  you  rock 
the  pain  away.’’ 

— The  Rev.  Cecil  Williams,  Glide 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  San  Francisco 
*  *  * 

“When  we  gather  at  the  Lord’s  ta¬ 
ble,  the  primordial  symbols  of  eating 
and  drinking  are  illuminated  for  us 
in  such  a  way  that  all  of  life  can  be 


families  to  have  only  the  children 
they  can  adequately  care  for. 

William  D.  Bair 
Park  Rapids,  Minnesota 

Keep  poems,  quotes 

I  am  a  college  student  at  Oklaho¬ 
ma  State  University  and  a  member 
of  the  Boston  Avenue  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Tulsa. 

My  college  schedule  doesn’t  allow 
me  to  travel  home  to  my  church  ev- 


appropriated  at  a  new  level.  Gath¬ 
ered  there,  we  discover  that  we  are  a 
people  bound  in  community,  that 
our  deepest  identity  comes  from  liv¬ 
ing  out  our  praise  and  thanksgiving 
and  that  our  ministry  flows  out  of 
the  nourishment  we  receive.” 

— The  Rev.  Dwight  W.  Vogel,  music 
director,  Garrett-Evangelical  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary 

*  *  * 

“Our  beloved  environment  is  suf¬ 
fering  at  our  hands  as  well  as  from 
the  accumulated  abuse  of  prior  gen- 


ery  Sunday.  Your  newspaper  is  my 
only  connection  with  my  church 
each  week,  and  for  that  1  thank  you. 

My  main  point  in  writing  you  is  to 
ask  you  to  please  continue  each  week 
to  put  in  a  poem  or  quote  of  inspira¬ 
tion.  When  I  get  the  paper  in  the  mail, 
that  is  the  first  thing  I  look  for.  These 
words  help  me  make  it  through  my 
busy  week.  Please  consider  making 
them  a  part  of  the  paper  each  week. 
Dan  Ownby 
Stillwater,  Oklahoma 


erations.  When  the  Psalmist  wrote, 
“The  heavens  are  telling  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  firmament  proclaims 
God’s  handiwork,”  the  writer  was 
describing  creation  as  God  made  it 
and  intended  it  to  be.  Sadly,  we 
have  made  something  else  of  it.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Dan  E. 
Solomon  (Oklahoma  Area) 

*  *  * 

“We  stand  most  upright  when  we 
gladly  bow  our  heads.” 

— Prof.  Leon  Kass,  author,  “Toward 
a  More  Natural  Science” 


What  others  are  saying 


Faithfully  yours —  - 

Dog-eared  Bible  opens  me  to  grief,  grace 


My  hospital  room  was  small  and 
blue;  it  suited  my  mood  perfectly. 
Three  hours  away 
from  emergency 
surgery,  1  was  feel¬ 
ing  small  and  blue. 

In  truth  I  was 
busy  avoiding 
thinking  about  the 
utter  finality  of  the 
operation.  It  would 
cure  my  illness;  it  Cynthia  Astle 
would  also  abruptly  end  my  ability  to 
bear  children. 

It  is  one  thing  to  say  that  your 
family  is  complete  with  one  fine 
son,  when  you  know  that  you  can 
change  your  mind  if  you  wish.  It  is 
quite  another  thing  to  have  the 
choice  made  for  you,  necessarily 
but  irrevocably. 

I  tried  at  first  to  cope  with  the  sit¬ 


uation  by  doing  what  my  generation 
has  learned  to  do  so  well — mask  the 
pain  with  busyness. 

When  nothing  sufficiently  dis¬ 
tracted  me,  I  ended  where  I  should 
have  begun,  with  the  dog-eared  pa¬ 
perback  Bible  that  I  take  with  me 
on  assignment. 

My  Bible  fell  open  where  it  often 
does,  at  the  verse  I  consult  when 
travel-weary:  “But  those  who  hope 
in  the  Lord  will  renew  their 
strength.  They  will  soar  on  wings 
like  eagles;  they  will  run  and  not 
grow  weary;  they  will  walk  and  not 
faint  (Isaiah  40:31  NIV).” 

But  as  I  began  to  move  from  Isaiah 
toward  the  New  Testament,  the  pages 
flipped  to  an  unaccustomed  place: 

”...  A  voice  is  heard  in  Ramah, 
mourning  and  great  weeping,  Rachel 
weeping  for  her  children  and  refusing 


to  be  comforted,  because  they  are  no 
more”  (Jeremiah  31:15  NIV). 

If  God  had  walked  into  the  room, 
I  couldn’t  have  been  more  thunder¬ 
struck  than  when  those  words 
forced  me  to  confront  what  I’d  been 
avoiding. 

Tears  began  to  slide  down  my 
cheeks.  I  wanted  to  stop  reading, 
but  somehow,  I  couldn’t.  In  the 
next  verse  I  found  these  words: 

“. . .  ’Restrain  your  voice  from 
weeping  and  your  eyes  from  tears,  for 
your  work  will  be  rewarded,’  declares 
the  Lord”  (Jeremiah  31:16,  NIV). 

My  amazement  deepened.  The 
verses  had  leaped  at  me  from  pages 
to  which  I  didn’t  intend  to  go.  Be¬ 
cause  of  them,  I  was  able  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  at  last  what  was  about  to 
occur,  to  grieve  for  the  loss  and 
then  to  be  assured  by  the  word  of 


God  that  something  good  will  come 
from  the  experience. 

That  assurance  has  been  my  main 
solace  during  the  many  “Rachel” 
times  of  a  difficult  convalescence. 
I’m  convinced  that  when  I  couldn’t 
reach  up,  God  reached  down  for  me. 

And  I  grasped  God’s  hand  and 
held  on. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Ms.  Astle  is  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“1  have  been  crucified  with 
Christ;  it  is  no  longer  I  who  live  but 
Christ  who  lives  in  me;  and  the  life 
I  now  live  in  the  flesh  I  live  by  faith 
in  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me 
and  gave  himself  for  me.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  1  John  3:11) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  16 

Monday:  Psalms  118:1-14 
Tuesday:  Psalms  118:15-18 
Wednesday:  Acts  10:34-43 
Thursday:  Jeremiah  31:1-6 
Friday:  John  20: 1  -8 
Saturday:  Matthew  28:1-10 
Sunday:  Colossians  3:1-4 


Review  .  ..  _ 

Why  do  so  few  live  Gospel 
rather  than  just  listen  to  it? 


"Hammer  of  Justice:  Molly  Rush  and 
the  Plowshares  Eight"  by  Liane  Ellison 
Norman.  Pittsburgh  Peace  Institute 
Books  (1139  Wightman  St,  Pittsburgh 
15217),  1989,  234  pages.  Hard  cover, 
$24.95;  paperback,  $12.95. 

By  BARBARA  SCHRADING 

Molly  Rush,  Pittsburgh  housewife, 
mother  of  six  and  a  Roman  Catholic, 
traveled  Sept.  9,  1980,  to  King  of 
Prussia,  Pa.  There  she  entered  Gen¬ 
eral  Electric  Plant  Building  No.  9  and 
took  a  hammer  to  the  nose  cone  of  a 
nuclear  warhead. 

Her  brother,  James,  shortly  after¬ 
ward  wrote,  ”...  most  of  the  time, 
I  don’t  even  know  where  Molly  is, 
as  they  say,  ‘coming  from,’ ...  but  I 
thought  I  should  find  out  why.” 

“Hammer  of  Justice,”  Liane  Elli¬ 
son  Norman’s  account  of  Molly 
Rush  and  other  members  of  the 
“Plowshares  Eight,”  tells  us  why, 
and  we  learn  where  she  is,  as  they 
say,  “coming  from.” 

Where  she  is  “coming  from”  as  her 
story  unfolds  is  straight  from  her  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  demands  of  the 
Gospel  and  straight  from  the  history 
of  civil  disobedience  to  unjust  laws. 

“The  thing  that  made  Molly  dif¬ 
ferent  from  most  of  her  contempo¬ 
raries,”  writes  the  author,  “was  that 
she  did  not  wait  for  the  vision  to 
materialize  full-blown  before  she 
acted  on  it.” 

Two  trials  are  at  book's  heart 

At  the  heart  of  the  book  are  two 
trials.  One  is,  as  we  would  expect, 
the  trial  of  Molly  Rush  and  the 
Plowshares  Eight. 

The  other  trial  is  the  1670  trial  of 
William  Penn  in  London.  “You  are 
not  brought  here  for  worshiping 
God  but  for  breaking  the  law,”  con¬ 
tended  Richard  Browne  in  Quaker 
William  Penn’s  trial  for  speaking  to 
a  throng  in  the  street  before  Grace 
Church  Street  Meeting  House. 

Penn,  whose  challenge  to  the  Con¬ 
venticle  Act  was  intentional,  main¬ 
tained  that  people  should  “always 
put  justice  above  law,  and  when  law 
is  unjust,  challenge  it  directly.” 

The  Plowshares  Eight,  unlike 
Penn,  couldn’t  directly  challenge 
the  law  they  objected  to.  They 
planned  to  argue  on  the  basis  of  jus¬ 
tification.  They  had  acted  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  commission  of  crimes. 

But  the  judge  refused  to  allow  a 
defense  based  on  justification.  He 
also  refused  to  allow  discussion  of 
war  and  peace  issues  or  testimony 
of  expert  witnesses  on  the  dangers 
of  nuclear  war. 

As  a  result,  the  jury  found  all  de- 


Barbara  Schrading  lives  in  Pittsburgh. 
She  is  a  member  of 
the  Community  of 
Reconciliation,  an 
interracial  Pitts¬ 
burgh  congregation 
that  is  affiliated  with 
four  denominations, 
including  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist 
Church  (Western 
Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference). 


fendants  guilty  on  three  counts.  The 
jail  sentences  were  harsh,  ranging 
from  two  to  10  years.  The  process 
of  appeals  began.  Final  sentencing 
is  due  this  month. 

Behind  the  public  actions  and  the 
trial  stands  the  person  of  Molly 
Rush.  Some  of  the  most  engaging 
parts  of  the  book  are  those  in  which 
the  author  helps  readers  understand 
the  personal  and  family  history  and 
struggles  that  took  an  apparently  or¬ 
dinary  woman  to  King  of  Prussia. 

There  were  no  easy  heroics  here, 
no  family  united  in  support  for  a 
courageous  member.  Instead,  we 
share  the  pain,  fear  and  desperation 
of  a  complex  family  moved  and 
troubled  by  Molly’s  actions. 

They  were  aware  of  peril 

Their  desperation  led  them  to  re¬ 
port  her  to  the  FBI,  to  consider  kid¬ 
napping  her,  to  accuse  her  of  not 
putting  her  family  first  and  to  ques¬ 
tion  the  purpose  of  her  symbolic 
non-violent  action. 

They  were  perfectly  aware  of  their 
peril.  They  were  afraid,  but  they  felt 
powerless,  as  citizens,  to  take  effective 
action.  They  were  like  people  Molly 
spoke  to  who  would  tell  her  they  ad¬ 
mired  what  she  was  doing  but  they 
themselves  were  just  too  busy. 

Molly  wasn’t  different  from  them 
because  she  was  better  informed  or 
more  sophisticated  about  the  inevita¬ 
ble  results  of  nuclear  war.  She  was  dif¬ 
ferent  because  she  acted  on  her: 
understanding  of  the  dangers  known 
to  everyone  and  on  her  understanding 
of  the  demands  of  the  Gospel. 

She  recalled  being  asked  to  read 
and  reflect  on  a  passage  from  the 
Gospel  of  James  at  a  retreat:  “Only 
be  sure  you  act  on  the  message  and 
do  not  merely  listen.”  That  retreat 
changed  my  life,  Molly  wrote.  “No 
word  about  the  results,”  she  noted. 
“Those  were  in  God’s  hands.” 

In  writing  about  Molly  Rush,  Li¬ 
ane  Norman  adds  to  our  discomfort 
and  our  wondering  why  so  few  are 
willing  to  act  on  the  message,  not 
merely  listen,  and  why  so  few  are 
willing  to  pick  up  the  hammer  if  we 
are  to  beat  swords  into  plowshares. 
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BISHOP  SEEKS  'URGENCY':  a 

sense  of  urgency  is  missing  from  the  nation’s 
strategy  against  drugs  and  the  church  can  help 
promote  that  sense,  the  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  said  in  Washing¬ 
ton  recently.  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Angeles 
Area)  was  one  of  three  bishops  who  met  with 
representatives  of  William  Bennett,  head  of  the 
nation’s  anti-drug  campaign.  Retired  Bishop 
Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  of  San  Mateo,  Calif.,  said 
the  assignment  of  Bishop  Felton  H.  May  to  head 
a  yearlong  United  Methodist  drug  initiative 
demonstrates  the  church’s  sense  of  urgency. 

DEATH  PENALTY  IS  OPPOSED: 

For  the  first  time,  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  has  formally  declared  its  unconditional 
opposition  to  the  death  penalty.  The  world  ecu¬ 
menical  body  is  urging  governments  to  ratify  an 
international  covenant  against  capital  punish¬ 
ment.  At  its  recent  meeting  in  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land,  the  Council’s  Central  Committee  approved 
a  statement  asking  member  churches  to  develop 
theological  and  biblical  resources  to  support  abo¬ 
lition  efforts  and  challenge  scriptural  arguments 
for  capital  punishment.  In  1971  the  Central 
Committee  opposed  the  death  penalty  but 
stopped  short  of  unconditional  opposition. 


STAY  OF  EXECUTION  OK'D:  a 

stay  of  execution  for  Robert  Alton  Harris  up¬ 
held  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  April  2  was  in 
accord  with  efforts  by  1 1  Southern  California 
religious  leaders  headed  by  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area).  Mr. 
Harris  was  convicted  of  the  armed  robbery 
murders  of  two  teen-age  boys  about  two  years 
ago.  Writing  on  behalf  of  the  group,  Bishop 
Tuell — who  practiced  law  before  he  entered  the 
ministry — strongly  urged  California  Gov. 
George  Deukmejian  to  commute  Mr.  Harris’ 
sentence  to  life  imprisonment  without  possibili¬ 
ty  of  parole.  The  U.S.  high  court  action  returns 
the  case  to  a  federal  circuit  appeals  court. 


SometimesThe 
Most  Difficult  Tiling 
In  The  World 
Is  Finding  Someone 
WhoCares. 


►Here's  Hope. 

Jesus  cares  foryou.-1 


in  Bjprou  and  the  Home  Miuwn  Ratal 


REVIVALS  UNDER  WAY:  For  a 

month  before  a  nationwide  revival  series  began, 
churches  jammed  the  switchboard  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  in  Atlanta  re¬ 
questing  supplies  like  this  billboard.  Southern 
Baptist  officials  said  a  million  items,  such  as 
evangelistic  tracts  and  New  Testaments  with 
marked  passages,  were  ordered.  About  80  per¬ 
cent  of  the  nation’s  nearly  38,000  Southern 
Baptist  churches  are  having  revivals  through 
April  29.  The  theme  is  “Here’s  Hope.  Jesus 
cares  foryou.” 
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Church  buy-out  'joke'  goes  awry 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

Have  you  heard  the  one  about 
Moravians  buying  United  Meth¬ 
odist  property,  then  re-selling  it 
to  Southern  Baptists? 

It’s  a  joke,  obviously.  But  not 
everyone  heard  it  that  way  when 
CBS  Radio  broadcast  it  national¬ 
ly  on  April  Fool’s  Day. 

Mike  Maus,  free-lance  religion 
correspondent  for  CBS  Radio, 
did  the  piece  as  part  of  his  week¬ 
ly  “Religion  Report”  sent  to 
about  400  network  affiliates  for 
weekend  use. 

“1  really  labeled  it  very  clearly 
as  an  April  Fool’s  joke,”  Mr. 
Maus  told  the  Reporter.  “It’s 
kind  of  a  shame  that  people  don’t 
listen  more  carefully.” 

Some  weren't  amused 

Judging  by  the  way  radio-sta¬ 
tion  switchboards  lighted  up,  at 
least  a  few  listeners  weren’t 
amused. 


Mr.  Maus,  a  Presbyterian  lay¬ 
man,  said  he  read  a  tongue-in- 
cheek  article  last  fall  in  a 
Moravian  magazine  spoofing  le¬ 
veraged  buy-out  stratagems  com¬ 
mon  in  financial  circles.  He  said 
he  merely  borrowed  the  idea. 

The  Rev.  Graham  H.  Rights, 
president  of  the  provincial  elders’ 
conference  of  the  Moravian 
Church  in  America,  Southern 
Province,  with  headquarters  in 
Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  said  the  ar¬ 
ticle  was  written  by  a  Moravian 
pastor  in  Winston-Salem.  Two 
large  leveraged  buy-outs  were 
shaking  the  community,  and 
workers  were  losing  jobs,  he  said. 

The  article  then  was  carried  in 
an  official  Moravian  publication 
“because  it  was  very  well-written 
and  was  funny  when  you  knew  it 
was  a  spoof,”  Mr.  Rights  said. 

However,  Mr.  Rights  said,  when 
it  was  picked  up  by  a  secular  news¬ 
paper,  “some  folks  did  not  realize 
it  was  a  spoof.”  He  said,  “People 
took  it  very  seriously.  It  became 


an  embarrassment. 

“We  have  enjoyed  joking  about 
it  with  United  Methodist  friends, 
but  when  it  begins  to  grate  on 
them,  it  is  time  to  let  it  go.” 

Mr.  Rights  said  the  article  lam¬ 
pooned  buy-outs  by  saying  the 
22,000-member  Moravian 
Church,  Southern  Province,  was 
buying  the  9.7-million-member 
United  Methodist  Church  by  sell¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  churches  to 
the  growing  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  congregations  to  finance 
[leverage]  the  deal. 

Some  listeners  check  truth 

One  listener  contacted  the  Re¬ 
porter  to  be  sure  the  report  was 
not  real.  Quite  a  few  listeners 
called  the  CBS  Radio  affiliate  in 
Dallas  that  carried  the  broadcast, 
according  to  Michael  Hoey,  who 
was  on  duty  at  KRLD  Radio  at 
the  time. 

Larry  McCoy,  news  director 
for  CBS  Radio  in  New  York,  said 
that  phone  calls  about  the  "Reli¬ 


gion  Report”  item  ranged  from  a 
listener  who  thought  it  was  the 
worst  attempt  at  humor  he  had 
ever  heard  to  “a  journalism  pro¬ 
fessor  in  Illinois  who  said  it  was 
the  funniest  April  Fool’s  joke 
he’d  ever  heard.” 

Mr.  McCoy  admitted  that  “I 
fall  somewhere  in  between.” 

Dr.  Roger  L.  Burgess,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  in  Nashville, 
said,  “We  have  not  received  any 
comment  from  anyone.” 

Mr.  Maus  said  he  was  sorry 
that  people  didn't  understand 
that  the  radio  piece  was  a  joke. 

“I  really  believe  there  should 
be  more  real  religion  news  on  the 
radio,  but  we  need  a  sense  of  hu¬ 
mor,  too,”  he  said. 

“If  people  had  more  humor, 
maybe  other  radio  people  would 
be  more  willing  to  cover  the  im¬ 
portant  area  of  religion.  After  all, 
more  people  go  to  church  each 
week  than  buy  stocks  on  the 
stock  market.” 


Genetics: 
What  role 
for  church? 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

,  The  two  young  adults  engaged 
in  pre-marital  counseling  were  sur¬ 
prised  by  their  pastor’s  question. 

“Are  you  planning  to  be  geneti¬ 
cally  tested?”  the  minister  asked. 

She  explained  that  such  tests, 
although  not  legally  required, 
were  a  good  idea  for  any  couple 
planning  to  have  children. 

Some  4,000  diseases,  such  as 
cystic  fibrosis,  spina  bifida  and 
sickle  cell  anemia,  have  genetic 
connections  and,  therefore,  are 
transmitted  from  parent  to  child, 
the  pastor  pointed  out. 

A  strong  possibility  also  exists, 
she  said,  that  certain  behavioral 
disorders  are  genetic.  As  examples 
she  named  schizophrenia,  manic 
depression  and  alcoholism. 

After  further  discussion,  the 
couple  agreed  to  make  an  ap¬ 
pointment  with  a  church-ap¬ 
proved  "genetic  counselor” 
recommended  by  their  pastor. 


Not  farfetched 

The  above  scenario  is  fictitious 
but  not  farfetched. 

According  to  the  Rev.  J.  Robert 
Nelson,  an  explosion  of  knowledge 
about  the  human  genome — the 
“total  package”  of  an  individual’s 
genetic  makeup — promises  to 
make  such  exchanges  increasingly 
possible  and  desirable. 

“The  purpose  will  be  to  pre¬ 
vent  tragic  occurrences  that  lead 
to  abortion”  or  a  life-devastating 
disease,  said  Dr.  Nelson,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister  and  direc¬ 
tor  of  The  Institute  of  Religion  in 
Houston. 

Dr.  Nelson  made  that  and  other 
observations  following  what  he  de¬ 
scribed  as  an  "unusual,  perhaps 
unprecedented”  conference  on 
“Genetics,  Religion  and  Ethics.” 

The  conference,  sponsored  by 
The  Institute  of  Religion  and  en¬ 
dorsed  by  1 5  religious,  medical  and 
scientific  bodies — including  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society — met 
March  30-April  1  at  the  M.D.  An¬ 
derson  Cancer  Center  in  Houston. 


100,000  genes  'mapped' 

More  than  100  conference  par¬ 
ticipants  discussed  the  federally 
funded  Human  Genome  Project 
that  is  “mapping”  the  estimated 
100.000  genes  in  the  human  ge¬ 
nome,  Dr.  Nelson  said. 

Dr.  Nelson  compared  the  mas¬ 
sive  project  to  the  moon  landing 
or  the  Manhattan  Project,  which 
built  the  first  atomic  bomb,  in 
terms  of  its  “importance  and 
welfare  for  human  society.” 
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Families  to  welcome  Easter  sunrise  with  worship  by  the  riverside 

LITTLE  ROCK — Worshipers  prepare  for  the  first  communitywide  sunrise  Easter  Service  on  banks  of  the  Arkansas  River  in 
1989.  More  than  2,000  people  attended  the  event  initiated  by  Pulaski  Heights  United  Methodist  Church.  This  year's  second 
annual  service  is  expected  to  attract  6,000  to  10,000  worshipers.  The  crowd,  wearing  everything  from  blue  jeans  to  silk,  is 
expected  to  join  combined  choirs  from  Pulaski  Heights  UMC  and  United  Methodist-related  Philander  Smith  College,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  22-member  ensemble  from  the  Arkansas  Symphony  Orchestra,  in  singing  hymns  and  the  “Hallelujah  Chorus'' 
from  Handel's  "Messiah."  The  church's  senior  pastor,  the  Rev.  Gerald  R.  Mullikin,  is  to  preach.  The  offering  is  to  benefit  a 
homeless-family  shelter  operated  under  aegis  of  the  Arkansas  Conference  of  Churches  and  Synagogues. 


Months  later,  Hugo  area  still  'war  zone' 


By  TOM  McANALLY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.— Thousands 
of  dollars  and  countless  volunteer 
hours  have  gone  into  cleaning  up 
and  rebuilding  this  state  after  Hur¬ 
ricane  Hugo,  the  most  economically 
devastating  storm  in  U.S.  history. 

But  a  United  Methodist  disaster 
coordinating  committee  was  re¬ 
minded  recently  that  “it’s  not  fixed 
yet.” 

Hugo  slammed  across  the  Carib¬ 
bean  and  into  the  Carolina  coast 
Sept.  21,  then  across  both  South 
and  North  Carolina. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Susan  T. 
Henry-Crowe,  director  of  the  South 
Carolina  Annual  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries,  100  of  the  state’s 
1 ,000  United  Methodist  church 
buildings  had  major  damage.  Total 
cost:  $4.5  million. 

Most  had  insurance,  but  20  had 
uninsured  or  under-insured  damage 
of  about  $  1  million,  she  said. 

Ms.  Henry-Crowe  admitted  feel¬ 
ing  depressed  last  month  after  driv¬ 
ing  through  the  state’s  hard-hit 
southern  area. 

“Even  after  six  months  it  looked 
like  a  war  zone,”  she  said. 

While  much  has  been  done  and 
thanks  are  in  order,  Sharon  Rabun, 
disaster  coordinator  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  Charleston  District,  stressed 
that  the  task  is  not  complete. 

“In  some  areas  it  is  thought  that 
Hugo  is  fixed,”  she  said.  “It’s  not 
fixed!  We  want  our  people  to  see 
not  only  what  we  have  done  but 


what  we’ve  got  to  do.” 


Help  from  across  U.S. 

Since  the  day  after  the  hurricane, 
staff  people  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  and 
more  than  30  church  and  communi¬ 
ty  workers  from  across  the  nation 
have  been  in  the  state  to  organize 
and  implement  relief  efforts. 

Through  the  relief  committee. 
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A  new  steeple  goes  atop  Moncks 
Corner  UMC  in  South  Carolina.  Six 
months  ago  a  Reporter  staff  photo 
showed  the  old  steeple  lying  beside 
the  church,  blown  there  by  Hurri¬ 
cane  Hugo. 


United  Methodists  have  given  more 
than  $3.6  million  for  Hugo  relief  in 
all  areas. 

United  Methodist  Volunteers  in 
Mission  have  made  a  significant 
contribution,  conference  officials 
said. 

Directing  those  efforts  is  the  Rev. 
George  E.  Strait,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Eas¬ 
ley,  S.C. 

More  than  200  work  teams,  aver¬ 
aging  about  10  people  each,  have 
come  from  27  states,  including  those 
as  far  away  as  Washington,  Wiscon¬ 
sin.  New  Hampshire  and  Maine, 
conference  officials  reported. 

Teams  have  helped  clean  up,  ren¬ 
ovate  and  rebuild  homes.  At  least 
325  families  and  21  congregations 
were  assisted  by  the  volunteers, 
who  continue  to  come  from  across 
the  nation. 

Mr.  Strait  said  volunteers,  partic¬ 
ularly  skilled  and  semi-skilled  work¬ 
ers.  would  be  needed  for  months. 
Interested  individuals  may  contact 
him  at  P.O.  Box  582,  Easley,  SC 
29641-0582,  telephone  (803)  859- 
4584. 

Financial  contributions  may  be 
made  through  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (Advance  Spe¬ 
cial  No.  401500-3). 

Work  strengthens  UM  ties 

“For  a  number  of  years  I  have  ob¬ 
served  that  many  congregations 
have  tried  to  become  more  local¬ 
ized.”  Ms.  Henry-Crowe  observed. 
“Some  have  said  everything  we  do 
should  be  in  support  of  the  local 


church.  I  believe  the  Church,  with  a 
capital  “C,”  is  larger  than  any  one 
congregation  or  even  one  denomi¬ 
nation.” 

Annual  conference  statistics  for 
1989  affirmed  this  spirit  of  connec- 
tionalism.  Compared  with  the  1988 
report,  apportioned  giving  was  up 
significantly. 

Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea  (Colum¬ 
bia,  S.C.,  Area)  said  the  report  was 
cause  for  “singing  the  doxology.” 

“It  is  remarkable  that  in  the  year 
that  so  many  of  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  people  and  churches  experi¬ 
enced  the  devastating  fury  of 
Hurricane  Hugo,  our  giving  to  con- 
nectional  causes  showed  an  increase 
in  dollar  amounts  as  well  as  per¬ 
centages,"  he  said. 

“God  has  blessed  us  with  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  resources;  we  give  a  portion 
of  these  to  bless  others  in  God’s 
name.  Praise  God!” 

Seminars  consider  effects 

A  “Bishop’s  Seminar  on  Vocation 
and  Pastoral  Care”  was  held  at  two 
locations  in  early  March.  Topics 
discussed  included  “Recognizing 
and  responding  to  post-traumatic 
stress  sydrome"  and  “The  next  step: 
life  and  ministry  after  Hurricane 
Hugo.” 

The  conference  disaster  relief 
committee  is  developing  a  confer¬ 
encewide  plan  and  manual  on 
"How  To  Respond  to  a  Disaster." 
The  plan  is  to  be  presented  at  the 
annual  conference  session  in  June 
along  with  its  report  highlighting 
the  “year  of  Hugo." 


CLASSIFIED 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OR  PASTOR  of  Youth/ 
College  ages  by  Summer,  1990  at  growing  2800- 
member  church  in  Dallas  area.  Experience  and  evan¬ 
gelical  orientation  necessary.  Strong  program  in 
place.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience  and 
commitment  to  youth  ministry'-  Contact:  Dr.  Paul 
Morell,  First  UMC,  Box  110204.  Carrollton,  TX 
7501 1-0204.  (214)  242-0602. 

EXPERIENCED  ORGANIST  AVAILABLE  on 
temporary  basis  in  Inland  Empire  (California). 
Fees  to  be  discussed.  Resume  available.  Interest¬ 
ed  churches  write:  Kathryn  Golden,  STC  Box 
343,  1325  College  Ave..  Claremont.  CA  91711. 

FOR  SALE:  26  OAK  PEWS.  13  feet  long,  padded 
seats,  envelope  and  communion  cup  holders,  ex¬ 
cellent  condition  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Wilmington.  IL  60481.  (815)  476-5474, 
(815)476-6627. 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Full-time 
position  responsible  total  youth/adult  education  pro- 
gram.  Resume/references:  Margel  Smith,  1315  NE 
Pine  Island  Lane,  Cape  Coral.  FL  33909. 

CHURCH  VAN—  1990  GMC  12  passenger 
SLX  van.  350  V8,  anti-lock  brakes,  front/rear 
AC,  power  windows/locks,  tilt,  cruise,  AM/FM 
cassette,  dark  tint  windows,  never  licensed, 
3,500  miles.  New  $22,947—  save  at  $17,855. 
Call  Andy  Ewing,  Andy  Ewing  Olds-GMC 
Trucks,  Inc.,  Wagoner.  OK.  1-800-753-9464. 

ORGANIST/HANDBELL  DIRECTOR.  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1136,  Bartlesville, 
OK  74005.  Phone  (918)  336-3361.  Professionally 
trained,  competent  musician,  and  devout  Christian 
to  join  efficient,  compatible  staff,  over  3700-member 
growing,  progressive  congregation  in  an  exciting  city. 
Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Jack  Jordan  or  call  for 
information. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR'S  POSITION  AVAILABLE  at 
2,000-member  First  UMC,  Odessa,  TX.  Position  in¬ 
volves  directing  sanctuary  choir,  youth  choir,  bells, 
instrumental  ensembles,  supervision  of  childrens 
choir  program,  membership  on  Pipe  Organ  Acquisi¬ 
tion  Committee,  Worship  Work  Area,  and  general 
staff"  duties.  Contact:  Rev  Charles  Crutchfield,  415 

N.  Lee,  Odessa.  TX  7976 1.(915)  337-1 527. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  MINISTER.  1500-member 
exciting  rapidly  growing,  suburban  church-  Resumes: 
Bill  Couch.  LakeRidge  UMC,  4701  82nd  Street,  Lub¬ 
bock.  TX  79424  by  May  10. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  FIRST  UNITED  Methodist 
Church.  P.O  Box  537.  Gallatin.  TN  37066.  Qualifi¬ 
cation:  Bachelor  s  degree  with  a  major  in  music.  Send 
resume.  Available:  Julv  1990.  Contact:  Rick  Orgain 
(615)  824-5486 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION—  EMORY  &  Henry 
College  seeks  person  with  earned  doctorate  to  teach 
Christian  education.  Desirable  additional  fields: 
Chnstian  ethics  and/or  church  history,  and  general 
studies.  Work  with  students  preparing  for  ordained 
and  lay  service  in  the  church.  Tenure-track,  rank 
open,supported  by  endowment  provided  by  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  John  M.  Wolfe.  Liberal  arts  college,  Holston 
Conference.  Letter,  vita,  names  of  three  references  to 
Richard  Pfau,  Provost,  Emory  &  Henry  College, 
Emory.  VA  24327.  AA/EOE 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/CHRISTIAN  LIFE  Min¬ 
istry:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  537, 
Gallatin,  TN  37066.  Qualification:  Bachelor's  degree. 
Send  resume.  Available:  July  1990.  Contact:  Rick  Or¬ 
gain  (615)  824-5486. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  (diac- 
onal)  500-mcmbcr  church,  salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Dr.  Rod  Bauer,  2895  S.  Jamaica  Blvd.,  Lake 
Havasu  City.  A Z  86403. 

SHARON  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  an 
expanding,  vibrant  church  in  Charlotte,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  needs  an  enthusiastic  Director  of  Education/ 
Youth  Minister  for  its  congregation  of  1,350.  This 
person  will  be  responsible  for  the  church's  education¬ 
al  ministries,  primarily  youth  and  children’s  pro¬ 
grams  and  the  leadership  recruitment/development 
programs.  Previous  experience  is  required,  a  master's 
degree  is  preferred,  and  motivation  is  absolutely  nec¬ 
essary.  Salary  and  benefits  are  highly  competitive  and 
negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to:  Dr.  Thomas  R. 
Sigmon,  441 1  Sharon  Road,  Charlotte,  NC  28211. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN/YOUTH.  New  posi¬ 
tion  June  1,  Metropolitan  style  1 700-member  church, 
full  range  of  program;  well  functioning  professional 
staff.  Qualifications:  Experience  leading  quality  edu¬ 
cational.  leisure,  outreach  ministries;  ability  to  super¬ 
vise  staff  of  activities  building:  masters  degree  in 
Christian  Education  desired.  Competitive  salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Send  resume:  Senior  Minister,  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  3 1 5  East  Chester  St.,  Jackson.  TN 
38301.  (901)  422-4002. 

PRESIDENT,  CHARLES  COOK  THEOLOGICAL 

NINE  HUNDRED-MEMBER  MISSION  onented 
progressive  congregation  with  seventy-five  youth 
looking  for  a  youth  minister  starting  June  1.  Write: 
Holy  Covenant  UMC.  1901  Peters  Colony,  Carroll¬ 
ton.  TX  75007. 

theological  institution  existing  to  educate,  prepare, 
equip  Native  AmencanVother  indigenous  men  and 
women  to  be  better  prepared  to  serve  their  God  and 
their  people  in  the  context  of  their  own  culture,  as 
well  as  that  of  any  society.  Biblically  authentic,  cultur- 
ally  relevant  courscs/studics.  classesrivorkshops  are 
conducted  both  on  campus  and  by  extension  in  many 
locations  in  the  United  States  and  in  Canada.  Inter¬ 
ested  applicants  for  position  of  president  may  obtain 
information/job  description  by  contacting:  Mrs.  Hel¬ 
en  Guyan,  Chairperson  of  the  Nominating  Commit¬ 
tee  or  Charles  R.  Ehrhardt.  Interim  President, 
Charles  Cook  Theological  School,  708  South  Lindon 
Lane,  Tcmpe,  AZ  8528 1 .  (602)  968-9354.  Submit  let¬ 
ter  of  information/resumc  to  same.  Actively  seeking 
candidates,  lay  or  clergy,  strongly  committed  to  Jesus 
Christ.  AA/EEO  employer 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  and  Educa¬ 
tion  needed  for  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Sparta,  Tennessee.  Salary'  is  $20,000  per  year.  Re¬ 
sumes  should  be  sent  to:  Search  Committee,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  277.  Sparta,  TN 
38583.  Inquiries  call:  Rev.  Jeff"  Littrell  (615)  836- 
3634.  Deadline  for  all  applications  is  April  20.  1990. 

JOIN  REV.  WAYNE  ULR1CKSON  September  17- 
26.  1 990  touring  sites  of  the  Reformation  plus  Ober- 
ammergau  passion  Play.  1644  Desert  Glen.  Escondi¬ 
do.  CA  92026.  (619)  747-5035. 
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ANTI-DRUG  CURRICULUM:  a 

five-year  program  for  training  congregations 
about  substance  abuse  has  been  funded  by  the 
United  Methodist  publishing  and  discipleship 
agencies.  The  $459,000  program  was  developed 
through  the  Pan-Methodist  Coalition  on  Sub¬ 
stance  Abuse  and  United  Methodist  Bishop  Fel¬ 
ton  E.  May.  It  is  to  include  audio  tapes, 
videotapes,  leaflets,  books,  multimedia  packets 
and  training  events  for  laypeople  and  clergy 
members  to  counter  drug  abuse.  The  General 
Board  of  Publication  approved  $325,000  for  the 
project.  The  church’s  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  approved  $  1 34,000. 

ANNUAL  MEETINGS  SLATED: 

The  first  of  the  72  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ference  sessions  in  the  United  States  for  1990  is 
to  begin  May  1 1  with  the  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference  in  Holton,  Ky.  The  East  Ohio  An¬ 
nual  Conference  is  to  complete  the  series  June  22 
at  Lakeside,  Ohio.  Some  conferences  in  Africa, 
Europe  and  the  Philippines  have  already  had 
their  1990  meetings.  Other  overseas  conferences 
will  be  completed  by  late  July. 

FILM  ON  JOHN  WESLEY:  a  fea¬ 
ture  film  on  the  life  of  John  Wesley  will  be  pro¬ 
duced  through  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  the  British  Broadcasting  Corp.  Elect¬ 
ed  directors  of  the  General  Board  of  Publica¬ 
tion,  which  oversees  the  publishing  house, 
recently  approved  $600,000  for  the  venture. 
Robert  K.  Feaster,  publishing  house  president 
and  publisher,  said  his  agency  would  likely  co¬ 
produce  the  film  and  may  receive  rights  to 
North  American  and  international  showings. 
Current  plans  call  for  a  1 992  release. 

CORRECTION:  In  the  March  23  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter,  the  statement  attributed  to 
Dr.  Michael  Warren  that  “From  1960  to  1982, 
the  suicide  rate  for  ages  15  to  24  went  from  5.2 
percent  to  12.8  percent  per  100,000”  is  incor¬ 
rect.  The  statement  should  have  read  “5.2  to 
12.8  per  100,000.”  The  Reporter  regrets  the  er¬ 
ror. 

AFRICA  UNIVERSITY  FUND: 

Elected  directors  of  the  United  Methodist  high¬ 
er  education  agency  plan  to  ask  the  1992  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  “to  continue  the  commitment”  of 
the  church  to  the  planned  Africa  University 
through  1996.  Directors  of  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  want  the  de¬ 
nomination  to  raise  an  additional  $20  million 
for  the  school  between  1993  and  1996.  That 
amount  would  match  the  $20  million  fund  be¬ 
ing  sought  between  1989  and  1992.  The  Rev. 
Roger  W.  Ireson.  the  board’s  chief  executive, 
predicted  that  completion  of  university  at  Old 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  would  take  12  years.  He 
said  plans  call  for  the  first  two  colleges  (theology 
and  education)  to  open  in  1991. 

BIG  INVESTMENT:  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  largest  money  manager  is  committing  $25 
million  to  investments  in  low-  and  moderate- 
cost  housing  through  the  Community  Invest¬ 
ment  Corporation  in  Chicago.  The  32  elected 
directors  of  the  denomination’s  General  Board 
of  Pensions  were  told  recently  in  Cincinnati 
that  $5  million  has  been  placed  in  the  non-prof¬ 
it  mortgage  banking  firm.  The  corporation  pro¬ 
vides  financing  for  acquisition  and 
rehabilitation  of  multifamily  housing  in  low- 
and  moderate-income  neighborhoods. 


SEOUL,  Korea — With  40,000  members,  Kwang  Lim  Korean  Methodist  Church  is  Thousands  crowd  four  Sunday  services  and  hundreds  more  watch  in  hallways  via 
one  of  the  largest  congregations  in  the  world.  dose-circuit  television. 


Vigorous  Koreans  really  leap  into  faith 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

SEOUL,  Korea — Typical  of 
their  vigorous  lifestyle,  Korean 
Methodists  literally  throw  them¬ 
selves  into  prayer,  says  United 
Methodist  missionary  Gene  Mat¬ 
thews. 

In  prayer,  he  added,  Koreans 
often  move,  murmur,  sway  and 
build  to  great  fervor  during  wor¬ 
ship  ceremonies. 

Nowhere  is  that  more  true, 
quantitatively,  than  at  Kwang 
Lim  (“Burning  Bush")  Korean 
Methodist  Church.  With  40,000 
members,  it’s  one  of  the  largest 
congregations  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Matthews,  a  missionary  in 
Korea  since  1956,  remembers 
when  Kwang  Lim  church  started 
in  1971  with  170  members. 

Today,  thousands  crowd  four 
Sunday  services;  hundreds  more 
watch  in  hallways  via  closed-cir¬ 
cuit  TV. 

One  undisputed  reason  for  the 
throngs  is  the  preaching  and  in¬ 
spirational  leadership  of  the  se¬ 
nior  pastor,  the  Rev.  Sundo  Kim. 

But  Kwang  Lim  church’s  out¬ 
reach,  educational  programs  and 
evangelistic  efforts  have  also 


Nine  pieces  of  ancient  pottery 
from  the  area  of  the  Dead  Sea 
Scrolls — damaged  in  the  south¬ 
ern  California  earthquake  of  Feb. 
28 — have  been  repaired. 

The  pottery  is  part  of  an  exhibit 
at  the  United  Methodist-related 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont. 

The  pieces  were  reconstructed 
by  the  Rev.  John  C.  Trever,  who 
owns  the  pottery. 

Dr.  Trever,  director  of  the  Dead 
Sea  Scrolls  Project  at  the  School  of 
Theology  until  1980,  said  the  5.5-. 
magnitude  earthquake,  its  epicen¬ 
ter  only  4  miles  away,  was  “a  rough 
one,  causing  the  upper  shelves  of 
the  exhibit  to  collapse  onto  the 
lower  ones.” 


been  major  attractions. 

With  4,500  children  in  its  Sun¬ 
day  school  program  and  4,000 
adults  meeting  weekly  for  Bible 
study,  the  church  has  built  two 
education  complexes,  an  admin¬ 
istration  building  and  a  mission 
building. 

40%  of  revenue  given  away 

A  tithing  congregation,  Kwang 
Lim  church  donates  40  percent  of 
its  revenue  to  others.  Recent  ex¬ 
amples  included  $10,000  to  Ethi¬ 
opia.  $30,000  to  Bangladesh  and 
some  $250,000  being  raised  for 
Korean  churches  and  a  Korean 
university  in  Manchuria,  China. 

Despite  its  size- — or  maybe  be¬ 
cause  of  it — Kwang  Lim  church 
atrracts  new  members  each  week. 

Dr.  Kim  introduces  them  to 
the  congregation,  gives  them  a 
Kwang  Lim  coffee  mug  and  a 
book  and  starts  them  in  one  of 
the  church’s  3,000  neighborhood 
Wesley-class-meeting  groups. 
Those  gather  weekly  in  homes 
for  Bible  study  and  sharing. 

Much  of  the  church’s  evangeli¬ 
cal  outreach  begins  with  invita¬ 
tions  to  "unchurched”  neighbors 
to  come  to  a  Wesley  class  meeting. 


The  pottery,  with  pieces  ranging 
in  age  from  30,000  years  to  5,200 
years  (about  the  time  of  Abra¬ 
ham),  is  part  of  many  artifacts 
from  the  Dead  Sea  area,  said  Dr. 
Trever,  who’s  now  retired.  Those 
items  include  a  Pilgrim’s  Bible 
printed  in  A.D.  1 599. 

Dr.  Trever  said  the  Jordanian 
government  gave  him  the  pottery 
from  the  archeological  dig  of  Bha- 
edh-drah,  a  Moabite  site  east  of  the 
Dead  Sea,  for  his  participation  in 
the  dig. 

Dr.  Trever  was  the  first  Ameri¬ 
can  to  see  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls 
after  they  were  discovered  in 
1948. 

—DIANE  HUIEBALAY 


When  a  class  meeting  exceeds 
10  family  groups,  it  is  divided, 
according  to  United  Methodist 
missionary  Barbara  Theis.  That 
division,  she  said,  “makes  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  all  members  to  be  part 
of  a  small,  caring  community.” 

Koreans  love  faith 

Barbara  Pak,  another  of  the  14 
United  Methodist  missionaries 
in  South  Korea,  said,  “Koreans 
love  to  share  their  faith."  She 
said  she  has  overheard  them  dis¬ 
cussing  Scripture  on  street  cor¬ 
ners  and  in  supermarkets. 

“They're  not  embarrassed  to 
be  Christians,”  Ms.  Pak  added. 

Dr.  Kim,  a  physician  as  well  as  a 


Christianity  went  to  Korea 
with  Roman  Catholic  missionar¬ 
ies  in  the  late  1 8th  century.  The 
first  Protestant  missionaries 
went  there  in  1884. 

Koreans  historically  have  ap¬ 
preciated  Western  missionary 
medical  and  educational  skills. 

Christian  missionaries  were  the 
first  to  offer  education  to  Korean 
women  and  to  express  interest  in 
their  role  in  Korean  society. 

United  Methodist  missionary 
Gene  Matthews  said  the  constant 
oppression  felt  by  all  Koreans 
during  the  35  years  of  Japanese 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  Rev. 
Wayne  Fowler,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor  from  Columbus, 
Ohio,  admits  that  he  “blew  the 
minds”  of  some  fellow  conserva¬ 
tives  when  he  became  an  advo¬ 
cate  for  persons  living  with 
AIDS. 

But  Mr.  Fowler — initially  mo¬ 
tivated  by  his  son’s  illness — said 
he  believes  the  church’s  responsi¬ 
bility  to  people  who  have  AIDS 
or  who  are  infected  with  the  HIV 


pastor,  said  he  fled  his  native 
North  Korea  and  medical  school 
during  the  Korean  War  after  Com¬ 
munists  read  his  diaries  and  dis¬ 
covered  that  he  was  a  Christian. 

While  Kwang  Lim  church  is  in¬ 
formally  called  “the  church  of  the 
peacemakers,”  Dr.  Kim  said 
South  Koreans  must  be  on  their 
guard  against  North  Korea’s  “su¬ 
perficial”  claims  to  wanting  peace. 

Missionary  Matthews  said  reuni¬ 
fication  is  the  strongest  hope  of  all 
Korean  Methodists,  but,  he  added, 
“We  must  be  very  cautious.” 

Korean  Methodists  are  prepar¬ 
ing  to  mark  the  60th  anniversary 
of  their  church’s  autonomy  from 
American  Methodist  denomina- 


control  (1910-45)  found  its  re¬ 
lease  in  religion,  resulting  in  ver¬ 
bal,  passionate  prayer  as  the  only 
method  of  emotional  expression 
for  many  Koreans. 

Mr.  Matthews  said  that  when 
he  arrived  in  1956,  South  Korea 
had  20  million  citizens,  of  whom 
1  million — or  5  percent — were 
Christians.  Today  the  population 
has  doubled  while  the  number  of 
Christians  has  risen  tenfold  to  10 
million — one-quarter  of  South 
Korea's  population. 

Korean  Christian  denomina¬ 
tions  typically  require  new  semi¬ 


virus,  which  often  leads  to  the 
disease,  is  “to  be  a  healing  agent, 
not  an  agent  for  people  to  be  hurt 
more  or  to  be  outcast." 

As  part  of  their  work  with  the 
United  Methodist  Interagency 
Task  Force  on  AIDS  Ministries, 
which  met  recently  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  he  and  other  members  are 
struggling  with  how  to  communi¬ 
cate  this  message  to  the  rest  of 
the  church. 

Although  worldwide  statistics 
demonstrate  that  HIV  infection 
is  not  confined  to  homosexuals, 


tions. 

Having  reached  the  goal  of  I 
million  members  in  1985 — current 
estimates  are  1.1  million  members 
in  3,500  congregations — the 
church  has  set  a  goal  of  2  million  in 
7,000  churches  by  2000. 

If  vigor  is  what  it  takes  to 
reach  that  goal,  said  Mr.  Mat¬ 
thews,  Korean  Methodists  will 
make  it.  Vigor  is  one  thing  they 
have  plenty  of. 

Patricia  Lefevere,  a  free-lance 
writer  from  Tenafly,  NJ.,  cov¬ 
ered  the  recent  World  Council  of 
Churches'  consultation  on  jus¬ 
tice,  peace  and  the  integrity  of 
creation  in  Seoul,  Korea,  for  the 
Reporter. 


nary  graduates  to  start  their  own 
churches  since  there  are  not 
enough  associate-pastor  posi¬ 
tions  to  go  around. 

Korean  Methodist  women 
were  granted  the  right  of  ordina¬ 
tion  in  1930,  but  no  women  were 
ordained  until  1948. 

Women  pastors  are  seldom  as¬ 
signed  to  good  pastorates,  said 
United  Methodist  missionary  Bar¬ 
bara  Pak.  At  one  time,  women 
ministers  who  got  married  weren’t 
allowed  to  be  pastors,  but  that, 
too,  has  changed  recently. 

—PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 


bisexuals  or  drug  abusers,  those 
are  the  populations  in  the  United 
States  currently  most  affected. 

Mr.  Fowler,  who  leads  the 
West  Ohio  Annual  Conference 
AIDS  ministries  committee,  said 
that  group  struggled  at  first  to 
find  people  to  support  a  cause  in 
which  they  could  not  “save  the 
patient"  and  in  which  they  would 
have  to  rub  elbows  with  persons 
for  whom  they  felt  disapproval. 

In  particular,  he  added,  “many 
clergy  are  absolutely  scared  stiff 
to  deal  with  this.” 


Ancient  pottery  reconstructed 
after  big  California  earthquake 


Past  shapes  Koreans'  faith 


Pastor  calls  church  to  AIDS  ministry 


Advance  goal  is  to  move  worship  inside 


Compiled  from  staff 
and  wire  reports 


Vacation  Cottage 

Vacation  cottage— North  Carolina.  Outer  Banks,  mile¬ 
post  6  4  bedroom,  sleeps  10.  Good  arrangement  for  1 
family,  or  2  vacationing  together.  Only  $500  week 
Call  (703)  256-4023.  Or  write:  Rev.  Wade, 
1639  Great  Falls  St..  McLean,  V A  22101 
to  get  details. 


CELEBRATING 
?  SPECIAL  EVENTS  ? 
RAISING  FUNDS 


We  custom  imprint  a  sketch  of  your  church 
or  altar  on  plates,  tiles,  glassware,  ornaments, 
mugs,  etc 

Great  as  mementoes  for  anniversaries,  dedi¬ 
cations.  fairs  and  bazaars. 

FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL  TOLL-FREE 
1  800  840-3279 

In  MA.  call  colled  (413)  533  4655 
Hampshire  Promotional  Services 
P  0  Boj  566  So  Hadley.  MA  01075  0566 


YOU  ARE  INVITED 


The  Holy  Land 

September  1-8, 1990 
China  and  Hong  Kong 

November  7-23, 1990 

For  information: 

CHARLES  L.  ALLEN  TOURS 
Transco  Tower-  Level  Four 
P.O.  BOX  1396 
HOUSTON,  TEXAS  77251 
Telephone:  (713)439-4072 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Can  you  imagine  attending  Sun¬ 
day  worship  services  outdoors? 

That’s  how  the  congregation  of 
Liberdade  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mozambique  worships 
sometimes. 

The  Mozambique  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  in  Southeast  Africa  is  con¬ 
ducting  a  church-growth  campaign 
for  congregations  like  Liberdade 
UMC  that  have  no  permanent 
meeting  place. 


These  new  churches  will  be  built 
through  financial  gifts  from  the  Ad¬ 
vance  for  Christ  and  His  Church — 
our  United  Methodist  second-mile 
giving  program. 

Liberdade  UMC  was  started  in 
February  1988  in  a  residential  area 
of  30,000  people  outside  the  capital 
city  of  Maputo. 

Before  then,  some  United  Meth¬ 
odists  living  there  visited  congrega¬ 
tions  of  other  denominations. 
Others  walked  almost  two  miles 
across  the  bush  to  the  nearest  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregation.  Still 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


iCMWCf  No  gift  too  small 


Liberdade  United  Methodist  Church 
Mozambique  Annual  Conference 
Advance  Special  No.  010779-4  A-N 


others,  with  transportation,  drove 
at  least  nine  miles  to  churches  in 
Maputo. 

Liberdade  UMC  members  say  the 
establishing  of  a  church  of  their 
own  was  a  relief  from  both  the  long 
walks  and  the  feeling  of  “not  being 
a  real  part”  of  any  church. 

The  Rev.  Zebediah  Marewan- 
gepo,  executive  secretary  for  South¬ 
ern  Africa  at  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said 
that  in  addition  to  transportation 
problems,  it  is  difficult  for  Mozam¬ 
bicans  to  attend  church  because  of 
that  nation’s  civil  war. 

Liberdade  UMC  membership  to¬ 
tals  about  375.  With  few  older 
adults,  the  congregation  consists  of 
many  young  families  and  youths. 
One  hundred  children  attend 
church  every  Sunday. 

Despite  not  having  a  place  to 
meet  regularly,  church  officials  say 
a  lot  of  unity  exists  within  the  con¬ 
gregation. 

Weekly  prayer  meetings,  wom¬ 
en's  meetings,  Bible  study,  choir 
practice,  etc.,  take  place  in  a  local 
Nazarene  church.  Some  worship 
services  are  conducted  in  the  social 
hall  of  a  Roman  Catholic  church. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  Of  CHURCHES  PHOTO  BV  PETER  WILLIAMS 


MAPUTO,  Mozambique— Scenes  like  this  are  common  for  many 
United  Methodists  in  Mozambique.  Congregations  have  hundreds 
of  members  but  no  church  buildings.  Gifts  to  the  Advance  will  en¬ 
able  members  of  Liberdade  United  Methodist  Church  to  worship  at 
a  permanent  site. 


Asbury 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


APPROVED  BY  THE 
UNIVERSITY  SENATE  OF  THE 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


Discover  the  joy  of  Asbury's 
Mission  for  Ministry 

For  65  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have 
served  at  the  forefront  of  Christ's  army  of 
compassion  around  the  world  as  ministers, 
missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 

Now,  you  can  be  a  part  of  Asbury's  effective 
servant-leader  team. 

If  you  feel  called  to  Christian  ministry  prepare 
yourself  where  faculty  and  studens  stand  true 
to  biblical.  Wesleyan,  evangelical  beliefs. 

Let  us  show  you  how  to  combine  the  strength 
of  your  Christian  commitment  with  Asbury's 
mission  for  ministry 
Accredited  graduate  degree  programs 
for  Christian  leadership  include: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 

•  Research.  Biblical  Studies;  Theological  Studies 

•  Specialization:  Christian  Education; 

Church  Music;  Parish  Counseling; 

World  Mission  and  Evangelism;  Youth  Ministry 
Dual  Degree:  Master  of  Divlnlty/Master  of  Arts  - 
Pastoral  Counseling 
Master  of  Theology  in  World  Mission 
and  Evangelism 
Doctor  of  Missiology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 

Cooperative  Programs  (University  of  Kentucky): 
Master  of  Social  Work  (UK!  and  M.Div. 
orM.A.  lAsbury) 

Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 

Special  Continuing  Education/Leadership. 
Minsterial  programs 

Let's  talk  about  ways  you  can  find  your  place  In 
for  ministry 

Asbury 
Theological 
Seminary 

WUmore,  KY  40390 

Call  1  800  2-ASBURY 
In  Kentucky  (606)  858-3581, 

Eastern  time  zone. 

For  student  enrollment  Information,  ask 
for  Admissions.  For  other  information,  ask 
for  Development. 
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A  Creation 
Groaning 
Toward  God 

On  Sunday,  April  22,  citizens  of  the  world,  including  Christians  in 
every  nation,  will  be  celebrating  “Earth  Day.” 

The  Council  of  Bishops  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  has  asked 
each  bishop  to  speak  to  this  event  through  a  pastoral  letter. 

Such  a  statement  is  both  difficult  and  easy. 

We  have  fouled  our  nest,  littered  our  home,  poisoned  God’s  good  cre¬ 
ation,  destroyed  our  coastlands,  spewed  our  garbage  into  space,  and 
polluted  the  oceans  and  air.  We  have  sinned  with  a  sickness  unto 
death.  It  is  easy  to  rehearse  our  disregard  for  the  health  of  mother 
earth. 

But  there  is  hope:  growing  awareness,  awakening  of  individual  and 
corporate  responsibility,  new  legislation,  and  a  new  consciousness  of 
the  interrelatedness  of  ail  creation. 

So  let  Earth  Day  be  a  time  of  prayer  —  both  thanksgiving  and  inter¬ 
cessory. 


Groundbreaking  at  Centenary  College 

New  Building  Important  to  Louisiana  Methodism 


A  luncheon  in  February,  1987, 
has  led  to  the  groundbreaking  of  a 
building  in  February,  1990,  which 
will  give  Centenary  College  its  spe¬ 
cial  niche  in  American  Literature 
and  Louisiana  Methodist  history. 

The  building  is  the  Sam  P.  Peters 
Research  Center,  which  will  serve 
as  a  center  for  the  study  of  Jack 
London  and  other  American  writers 
including  the  late  Dr.  John  William 
Corrington  ’56,  and  which  will 
house  the  United  Methodist  Ar¬ 
chives  and  later  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Archives. 

The  8200  square-foot  structure  is 
being  constructed  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Meadows  Museum  at  a  total 
cost  of  $612,000,  of  which  some 
$400,000  has  already  been  contrib¬ 
uted. 

“I  feel  like  the  best  solution  to  the 
ills  of  the  world  is  education,"  said 
Mr.  Peters,  a  1939  Centenary  grad¬ 
uate  and  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.  “And  the  best  kind  of 


education  is  that  which  is  based  on 
the  Judeo-Christian  ethic.  With  this 
building,  I  hope  I  can  make  a  small 
contribution  to  education  by  help¬ 
ing  Centenary  achieve  prominence 
in  a  field,"  added  Mr.  Peters. 

Jack  London  Memorabilia 

Mr.  Peters  and  his  wife,  Anne,  got 
the  “Jack  London  bug”  in  February, 
1987,  when  they  had  lunch  with 
Centenary  President,  Donald  Webb, 
who  has  just  returned  from  one  of 
his  first  trips  to  the  Jack  London 
Ranch  in  Glen  Ellen,  California. 

“Dr.  Webb  told  us  of  his  dream 
to  have  a  Jack  London  Center,”  Mr. 
Peters  said.  “He  wanted  Centenary 
to  achieve  a  special  place  in  Ameri¬ 
can  Literature.” 

With  Centenary  English  Profes¬ 
sor  Earle  Labor’s  38  year  interest 
and  internationally  recognized  ex¬ 
pertise  in  Jack  London,  a  research 
center  with  London  materials  and 
memorabilia  at  its  core  was  a  natural. 


Especially  noteworthy  is  a  com¬ 
plete  set,  in  fine  condition,  of  first 
edition  novels  and  four  plays,  pur¬ 
chased  from  Sal  Noto,  one  of  the 
premier  Jack  London  collectors  in 
the  world. 

There  will  be  other  memorabilia 
and  artifacts  given  by  Dr.  Labor, 
Milo  Shephard,  London’s  great 
nephew,  and  Russ  Kingman,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Jack  London 
Foundation.  Dr.  Labor  says  he 
hopes  these  and  future  additions 
will  make  Centenary  the  world’s 
largest  repository  of  secondary  ma¬ 
terials  on  Jack  London. 

Corrington  Archives 

Central  to  the  Corrington  re¬ 
search  area  will  be  his  desk  where 
he  wrote  short  stories,  novels,  and 
poetry.  The  handwritten  manu¬ 
scripts  for  these  and  his  computer¬ 
ized  work  for  commercial  broadcast 
will  also  be  part  of  the  Corrington 
archives,  gifts  from  Dr.  Joyce  Cor¬ 


rington  and  family. 

Louisiana  Methodist 
Conference  Archives 

Now  housed  in  the  Cline  Room 
of  Centenary’s  Magale  Library  and 
in  other  places  throughout  the  state, 
the  Louisiana  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  Archives  also  will  be  centrally 
located  in  the  new  Peters  Building. 

"We  think  it  is  wonderful  that 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden  and  the 
Louisiana  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  have  joined  with 
us,”  said  Mr.  Peters.  “Their  materi¬ 
als  are  scattered  all  over,  and  this 
will  bring  them  together.” 

Future  plans  call  for  the  interior 
completion  of  the  second  floor 
which  will  house  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Archives,  also  located  in  the 
Cline  Room. 

Said  Mr.  Peters,  “We  hope  that 
all  of  this  will  help  put  Centenary  in 
a  special  position  among  liberal  arts 
colleges.” 


God  is  reconciling  all  creation  —  including  our  brokenness.  For  this, 
we  praise  our  Creator  and  seek  to  share  in  the  divine  mission  of  re¬ 
demption  of  all  of  life  in  every  corner  of  creation. 


WJL&.0  ezvy 


r  Persons — Churches — Events-| 

Members  of  Crossroads  UMC  sonal  racial  and  cultural  prejudices. 


served  cake  and  ice  cream  to  local 
nursing  home  residents  in  Cou- 
shatta  recently  for  their  monthly 
birthday  party.  Five  residents  with 
March  birthdays  were  presented 
gifts  from  the  church.  Hall  Summit 
UMC  recently  had  a  church  dinner 
which  raised  over  $600.  This  mon¬ 
ey  will  pay  toward  the  church’s 
Conference  askings.  Rev.  William  Sir- 
man  is  pastor  of  the  two  churches. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  William  Nolan  of  Jefferson 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  will  be  the 
guest  preacher  for  First  UMC  in 
Crowley  on  April  29  to  help  cele¬ 
brate  Heritage  Sunday.  Rev.  Nolan 
is  the  great  grandson  of  Rev.  H.  O. 
White  who  was  the  minister  who  es¬ 
tablished  First  Church  in  1887.  On 
that  same  day  pins  will  be  presented 
to  those  who  have  reached  50  years 
of  continuous  membership  at  First 
Church.  Rev.  W.  Spiller  Milton  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  sanctuary  renovation  debt  of 
Louisiana  Memorial  UMC  in  Ope¬ 
lousas  is  now  paid  in  full.  The 
church  will  hold  a  special  Service  of 
Celebration  on  Sunday,  May  20. 
This  will  be  a  combined  consecra¬ 
tion,  dedication,  and  homecoming 
celebration.  Rev.  Chris  Andrews, 
pastor  of  First  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  will  be  the  guest  preacher 
and  will  bring  the  message.  Rev. 
Andrews,  who  grew  up  in  Opelou¬ 
sas,  was  a  member  of  Louisiana  Me¬ 
morial.  Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright  Jr.  is 
pastor. 

•  *  * 

The  Celebration  Singers  of  First 
UMC  in  Minden  presented  a  musi¬ 
cal  concert  recently  during  the 
church's  7  p.m.  worship  service. 
Members  of  the  group  are:  Kathy 
Morgan,  Bonnie  Koskie,  Laura 
Oheim,  Peggy  Burgess,  Karen  Bur¬ 
gess,  Judy  Dodson,  and  June 
Thomas.  The  group  has  performed 
for  the  Ruston  District  Laity  Ban¬ 
quet  and  Athens  UMC  located  in 
the  Ruston  District.  Other  engage¬ 
ments  are  also  on  the  agenda.  Rev. 
Bob  Burgess  is  pastor.  Rev.  James 
Poole  is  the  Ruston  District  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

*  *  * 

Two  New  Orleans  churches, 
Munholland  UMC  and  Bethany 

UMC  will  participate  in  a  minister 
and  choir  exchange  on  Sunday, 
April  22  at  the  1 1  a.m.  service.  Rev. 
Robert  Potter  of  Munholland  and 
Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  of  Bethany 
will  bring  their  messages  to  each 
other’s  congregations  in  an  effort  to 
create  an  awareness  of  the  inclu¬ 
siveness  of  the  United  Methodist 
Churches’  ministry  and  to  experi¬ 
ence  exposure  to  different  racial 
cultures.  Congregations  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  examine  their  per- 


In  addition  to  the  ministers  ex¬ 
changing  their  sermons,  the  choirs 
from  each  church  will  provide  spe¬ 
cial  music  programs  in  exchange. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  C.  Gerald  Richardson,  pastor 
of  Christ  UMC  in  Shreveport,  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Academy  for 
Preaching  held  at  the  Scarritt-Ben- 
nett  Center  in  Nashville.  He  was 
nominated  by  the  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  and  ap¬ 
plied  to  take  part  in  this  pioneering 
program  in  continuing  education. 

*  *  * 

The  24th  Annual  Tom  Peyton 
Memorial  Arts  Festival  of  First 
UMC  in  Alexandria  will  take  place 
May  4-13.  Dr.  Donald  Webb,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Centenary  College,  will  be 
the  guest  minister  on  May  6.  Fea¬ 
tured  this  year,  along  with  the  jur¬ 
ied  art  exhibit,  will  be  silk  screen 
prints  by  Jane  Crowell  and  stained 
glass  by  Paul  Dufour  and  Sam 
Corso  of  Baton  Rouge.  The  ballet 
group,  Dancers  Unlimited  of  Dal¬ 
las,  will  perform  May  10-11  at  the 
City  Park  Players  Theatre.  The  fes¬ 
tival  was  founded  in  1967  by  Bish¬ 
op  Ben  Oliphint  who  was  then 
pastor  of  First  Church.  Dr.  Henry 
C.  Blount  Jr.  is  the  current  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  UMM  of  Henning  Memorial 
UMC  in  Sulphur  agreed,  during 
their  recent  meeting,  to  work  on  a 
special  project  to  improve  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  playground  at  the  church. 
There  was  unanimous  approval  to 
provide  funds,  materials  and  labor. 
The  construction,  once  completed, 
will  improve  safety  factors,  sur¬ 
round  the  climbing  platform  with 
pine  bark,  and  build  a  sandbox.  K. 
K.  Stine  and  Walt  McCallum  are 
chief  engineers  for  the  project  and 
all  members  of  the  UMM  will  help 
with  this  special  project.  Dr.  Don 
Hall  is  pastor. 

*  *  • 

On  April  29,  “Youth  Sunday,” 
Dr.  Donald  Webb,  President  of 
Centenary  College  will  be  the  main 
speaker  at  Centenary  UMC  in 
Franklinton.  The  youth  will  take 
leadership  during  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  They  will  read  the  Scripture, 
lead  the  congregation  in  prayer,  and 
also  lead  the  Children's  Sermon,  as 
well  as  take  up  the  offering.  That 
same  evening,  the  youth  will  spon¬ 
sor  a  repeat  performance  of  the 
“Cook-Off”  that  the  group  spon¬ 
sored  several  years  ago.  The  money 
raised  during  the  event  will  benefit 
youth  summer  trips.  Rev.  Willis 
Dear  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  in  Baker  will  show  the 
Billy  Graham  film  “CAUGHT” 
April  29  at  6:30  p.m.  This  film  is 
about  an  1 8  year  old  American  who 


After  the  groundbreaking.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  visits  with  (I.  to 
r.)  Dr.  Donald  Webb,  President  of  Centenary  College;  George  Nel¬ 
son,  Chairman  of  the  Board;  and  Sam  P.  Peters,  major  contributor 
to  the  building.  The  Research  Center,  which  will  be  completed  next 
fall,  will  house  the  United  Methodist  Archives  and  research  materi¬ 
als  on  Jack  London,  John  William  Corrington,  and  other  American 
authors. 


Chris  Webb,  Director  of  Development,  shows  the  architect's  draw¬ 
ing  of  the  Peters  Building  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Speairs,  former 
Centenary  professors. 


Special  Observances 
April  29,  1990 

Native  American  Awareness  Sunday 

Fifty  percent  of  the  Native  American  Awareness  Sunday  offering 
provides  scholarships  through  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  for  Native  Americans  attending  United  Methodist 
schools  of  theology.  The  remainder  supports  Native  American  minis¬ 
tries  in  annual  conferences  and  the  Native  American  Urban  Initiative 
Program  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Heritage  Sunday 

Heritage  Sunday  will  celebrate  the  ongoing  witness  of  laypeople. 
Heritage  Sunday  provides  an  opportunity  to  identify  mission  person¬ 
nel  and  programs  that  witness  on  behalf  of  the  church.  Celebrating 
our  heritage  involves  providing  new  opportunities  for  personal  wit¬ 
ness.  Heritage  is  not  something  in  the  past,  but  a  legacy  lived  day  by 
■day  as  we  witness  to  our  faith. 

Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday 

Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday  has  been  set  aside  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  so  youth  can  share  the  meaning  of  Youth  Service 
Fund  with  their  church  congregations.  Youth  Service  Fund  is  money 
“raised  by  youth,  distributed  by  youth,  to  projects  which  benefit 
youth.”  It  is  an  attempt  to  help  youth  “Reach  out  to  service  beyond 
the  local  church”  and  make  an  impact  upon  projects.  YSF  is  a  very 
special  mission  project. 


goes  to  Amsterdam  to  search  for  the 
father  he  never  knew.  Being  so  far 
away  from  home,  he  gets  involved 
in  a  drug  culture  surrounding.  For¬ 
tunately,  he  meets  a  caring  person 
who  is  a  person  of  deep  faith  named 
Rajam  Prasad.  This  single  person 
found  a  way  to  share  Christ’s  mes¬ 
sage  of  love,  hope,  and  forgiveness 
in  a  way  that  the  teen  could  not  ig¬ 
nore.  CAUGHT  brings  the  chal¬ 
lenge  to  us  all  that  one  caring 
person  can  have  an  immeasurable 
impact  on  the  life  of  a  lonely,  disil¬ 
lusioned,  desperate  person.  Rev. 
Leon  Boggs  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  in  Lafayette  is  hosting 
a  Lay  Witness  Mission  April  20-22. 
Lay  persons  are  traveling  to  La¬ 
fayette  from  around  the  country  to 


share  their  personal  experiences  of 
trying  to  live  a  Christian  life.  The 
mission  begins  on  Friday  evening 
with  a  dinner  and  general  session. 
Activities  will  continue  through 
Sunday  evening  including  separate 
functions  for  the  children  and 
youth.  The  purpose  of  the  mission 
is  to  demonstrate  how  Jesus  Christ 
can  make  a  difference  in  the  every¬ 
day  lives  of  ordinary  people.  Em¬ 
phasis  will  be  on  communication 
through  prayer,  information,  and 
dialogue.  Rev.  Ira  M.  Robinson  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Baton  Rouge  District  Board 
of  Laity  will  sponsor  a  Lay  Speaking 
School,  including  both  basic  and 
advanced  courses  on  Saturday, 
April  28.  The  event  will  be  held  at 


An  Evening  with 
Harvey  and  Peggy  Williamson 

At  the  Annual  Conference  session  in  June,  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson 
will  complete  45  years  of  distinguished  service  to  United  Methodism  and 
practically  all  of  that  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  The  last  eight  years  he 
has  led  our  Conference  as  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  Since  Dr.  Williamson  will  be  retiring  from  active  service,  many  felt 
throughout  the  Conference  that  we  wanted  to  remember  and  honor  Harvey 
and  his  wife  Peggy  with  a  special  night.  With  the  approval  of  Bishop  Oden, 
Sunday  night,  June  3,  1990,  has  been  set  aside  for  “An  Evening  with  Har¬ 
vey/Peggy  Williamson.”  Noel  United  Methodist  Church  will  host  us  at 
7:00  p.m.,  and  tickets  are  $8.00  each.  There  is  room  for  300;  so  if  you  are 
interested  in  attending,  please  send  a  check  for  your  number  of  reserva¬ 
tions  by  May  1 5  to  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons,  520  Herndon,  Shreveport,  LA 
71101. 

Variety  of  Mission  Work 
Available  for  Summer 


The  areas  hardest  hit  by  Hurri¬ 
cane  Hugo,  including  South  Caroli¬ 
na,  Puerto  Rico,  St.  Croix,  and  St. 
Thomas,  offer  prime  opportunities 
for  United  Methodists  to  volunteer 
for  mission  service. 

More  than  200  teams  averaging 
10  persons  have  already  come  to 
South  Carolina,  reports  United 
Methodist  News  Service.  The  teams 
have  helped  at  least  325  families 
and  21  churches  in  clean-up  and  re¬ 
pair.  But  clean-up  will  probably 
take  months  more,  say  conference 
officials.  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  has  helped  lo¬ 
cal  groups  distribute  more  than  $2 
million  contributed  by  United 
Methodists  during  the  first  six 
months  following  the  September 
storms. 

Groups  are  still  needed  in  Jamai¬ 
ca,  which  was  raked  by  Hurricane 


Gilbert  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Alford  Alphonse  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  World  Division,  about  3,454 
Methodist  households  were  affected 
by  the  storm,  with  123  homes  de¬ 
stroyed  and  another  1,853  homes 
damaged. 

Willing  volunteers  can  also  work 
in  traditional  programs,  such  as 
construction  and  repair  needs  in  the 
United  States,  Africa,  and  Mexico, 
in  addition  to  Bible  schools,  day 
camps,  and  conference  camps  at 
United  Methodist  institutions  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  mission  board.  Those  in¬ 
terested  in  these  or  similar 
programs  can  contact  United  Meth¬ 
odists  Volunteers  in  Mission,  212- 
870-3661  or  call  Rev.  Max  Marble, 
214-317-3606,  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  UMVIM  representa¬ 
tive. 


Wesley  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  from 
8:30  a.m.  until  3  p.m.  Leaders  for 
the  courses  are  Rev.  Dale  Hensarl- 
ing  from  Centenary  College  who 
will  be  teaching  the  advanced 
course  and  Mrs.  Virginia  Spitzkeit 


who  will  teach  the  basic  course.  For 
further  information  contact  Brenda 
T.  Nero  at  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
Office  (504-346-1646).  Dr.  George 
W.  C.  Calvin  is  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  Superintendent. 


Faith  forum 


Tin-  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


APRIL  20,  1990 


Editorial; 


My  Witness; 


Earth  Day  followers  who  should  be  leaders  Being  pastor  is  painful 


The  20th  anniversary  of  Earth 
Day  this  week  has  an  upside  and  a 
downside  for  us  in  the  church  (see 
related  article  in  this  issue). 

On  the  upside,  this  year’s  obser¬ 
vance  marks  the  first-time-ever  in¬ 
volvement  of  organized  religion. 

This  is  a  welcome  contrast  with 
the  first  such  event  in  1970.  Real 
and  imagined  antagonisms  between 
church  leaders  and  environmental 
activists  contributed  at  the  time  to 
lack  of  church  involvement. 

These  antagonisms  were  rooted  in 
a  widely-circulated  half-truth  that 
biblical  teachings  about  “dominion” 
have  been  used  to  justify  unre¬ 
strained  exploitation  of  the  earth. 

Ongoing  discussion  has  helped  cor¬ 
rect  such  misunderstanding  of  Scrip¬ 
ture.  It  has  shown  that  the  Bible 
clearly  promotes  an  ethic  of  care  for 
the  earth  as  God's  creation. 

Earth  Day  1990  organizers  gener¬ 
ally  have  affirmed  the  compatibility 
of  this  religious  ethic  with  the  aims  of 
secular  environmentalists.  Conse¬ 
quently,  they  are  inviting  the  church 
to  join  in  this  year’s  observance. 

Ironically,  the  downside  of  the 
event  is  related  to  that  invitation.  It 
accurately  implies  what  all  too  fre¬ 
quently  is  the  case: 

On  a  matter  of  utmost  urgency — 
the  physical  and  spiritual  welfare  of 
Planet  Earth — we  in  the  church  are 


but  I'm  fine,  thanks! 


When  we  proclaim  with  the  Psalmist  that  “the  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  fullness  thereof,"  we  make  a 
claim,  not  primarily  about  ownership,  but  about  relationship:  ours  with  Creation  and,  ultimately,  with  God. 

followers  who  should  be  leaders.  tions. 


The  need  for  such  leadership  in 
this  instance  is  rooted  in  a  basic  re¬ 
ality:  Emphasis  on  saving  the  envi¬ 
ronment,  to  be  more  than  a 
short-lived  fad,  must  be  motivated 
by  something  more  than  temporary 
altruistic  concern  for  future  genera- 


Otherwise,  experience  shows  the 
propensity  for  even  well-meaning 
people  to  lapse  into  shorted-sighted 
and  self-serving  patterns  of  conduct. 

By  contrast,  we  as  Christians  are 
entrusted  with  a  spiritual  vision  that 
roots  both  care  for  the  earth  and  care 


Practical  ideas  for  leading  by  example 


Our  leadership  as  Christians  of 
efforts  to  protect  the  earth’s  envi¬ 
ronment  includes  the  example  we 
set  individually  and  corporately  for 
others  (see  preceding  editorial). 

Following  are  practical  ways  to 
translate  our  beliefs  into  actions: 

For  congregations: 

■  Use  Vacation  Bible  School  and 
other  short-term  study  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  help  church  members  of  all 
ages  learn  the  spiritual  and  moral 
implications  of  our  faith  regarding 
the  environment. 

■  Become  a  collection  centeCfor 
recyclable  items  such  as  newspapers 


and  aluminum  containers.  Donate 
proceeds  to  a  church  or  community 
environment  project. 

■  Do  an  “environment  audit”  of 
your  community  and  identify  the 
most  urgent  concerns  and  ways 
your  congregation  can  help  address 
them. 

■  Use  only  recyclable  and  biode¬ 
gradable  items  at  church  functions 
such  as  wedding  receptions,  fellow¬ 
ship  meals,  etc. 

For  individuals  and  families — 

■  Practice  recycling  (of  newspa¬ 
pers,  aluminum  containers,  etc.) 
and  use  of  recyclable  products. 

■  Conserve  energy  by  insulating 


and  weatherstripping  your  home. 

■  Save  fuel  by  keeping  your  car 
well-tuned  and  in  good  running  or¬ 
der. 

■  Turn  off  appliances  that  are 
not  in  use. 

■  Set  water  heaters  to  no  higher 
than  1 30  degrees. 

■  Instead  of  styrofoam  or  plastic, 
use  biodegradable  paper  products 
or  glass  and  ceramic  dishes. 

■  Cut  water  consumption  by  tak¬ 
ing  showers  instead  of  baths. 

■  Become  informed  about  our 
church’s  teachings  regarding  the  en¬ 
vironment  (for  example,  see  1988 
Book  of  Resolutions). 


Letters  to  the  Editor- 


Views  aired  on  inclusive  language 


The  March  16  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  asks  to  what  degree  I  prefer 
the  use  of  inclusive  language  in  the 
new  hymnal  etc. 

The  question  for  me  is  moot  un¬ 
less  the  proposition  is  stated  this 
way:  “Do  you  prefer  inclusive  or  ex¬ 
clusive  language?” 

If  we  wish  to  gain  a  consensus  for 
the  new  hymnal,  would  it  not  be 
useful  to  force  this  question?  Could 
the  question  help  us  see  that  the 
church  indeed  may  be  effectively 
excluding  people  by  sex? 

In  the  beginning  the  Creator  said, 
“Let  us  make  man  in  our  image.”  If 
we  accept  any  part  of  that  cosmic 
story,  we  must  agree  that  women 
are  included  in  no  less  than  half  of 
that  image. 

And  if  we  believe  that  the  God  of 
Scripture  is  the  One  who  teaches 
people,  cares  about  people,  values 
personal  relationships  with  them, 
feeds  the  hungry,  comforts  as  a 
mother  comforts,  gathers  her  brood 
as  a  hen  under  her  wing,  etc.,  why 
shouldn’t  we,  as  the  Spirit  moves, 
include  She  or  Mother  as  names  for 
God  in  our  hymns? 

Bruce  K.  Quinn 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

No  substitutions  allowed 

Messing  around  with  God’s  word 
has  taken  a  toll  on  our  church’s 
membership. 

For  almost  2,000  years  “inclusive 
language”  was  not  necessary.  It  is  not 
necessary  now  (see  UMR,  March  16). 


The  “Amen”  is  who  Jesus  is 
(Revelation  3:14).  God  warns  in 
both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
not  to  add  or  subtract. 

Dare  we  substitute  anything  for 
Him  in  our  Book  of  Worship? 

LaVeme  Bertucci 
Taylorville,  Illinois 

Keep  the  effort  going 

Please  sustain  the  effort  to  move 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to¬ 
ward  more  complete  use  of  inclusive 
language  in  hymns,  liturgy,  sermons, 
conference  communication,  clergy 
conversation,  lay  language,  journal¬ 
istic  expression,  and  all  other  writ¬ 
ten  and  spoken  forms  in  the  church 
(see  UMR,  March  16). 

There  is  only  one  language  for 
committed  Christians:  inclusive 
language. 

You  may  be  interested  to  know 
that  scientific  organizations,  such  as 
the  American  Psychological  Associ¬ 
ation,  have  made  non-sexist  lan¬ 
guage  the  standard  for  their 
journals.  Articles  written  in  other 
forms  are  rejected  for  consideration 
until  they  can  be  re-written  in  more 
acceptable  form. 

The  reason  for  this  decision  is 
that  solid  research  indicates  the  use 
of  sexist  language  does,  in  fact,  limit 
identification  by  readers. 

Brooke  B.  Collison 
Corvallia,  Oregon 

Effort  is  misdirected 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to 


express  an  opinion  on  recent  efforts 
by  The  United  Methodist  Church  to 
“modernize”  or  “update”  its  hym¬ 
nal  and  worship/Sunday  school  ma¬ 
terial  (see  UMR,  March  16). 

I  believe  it  is  a  misdirected  effort 
to  neuter  the  “Father”  of  the  uni¬ 
verse  or  even  to  do  that  to  his 
Son — especially  since  there  is  no 
doubt  as  to  the  sex  of  the  Son! 

The  interchangeable  use  of  “Holy 
Spirit,”  “Holy  Ghost”  and  “Sus- 
tainer”  are  synonyms  and  not  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  change  history,  so  there  is 
no  difficulty  here. 

My  Bible  says  that  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Son,  was  born  a  male  person, 
that  He  was  circumcised  and  that 
he  dealt  with  the  temptations  expe¬ 
rienced  by  a  human  male.  I  believe 
that  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son,  taught 
about  his  Heavenly  Father. 

I’m  not  sure  if  the  admonition 
near  the  end  of  the  Book  of  Revela¬ 
tion  pertains  to  this  situation — but 
I  wouldn’t  want  to  have  to  account 
to  God  as  a  teacher  who  changed 
His  word  and  neutered  both  Him 
and  his  Son. 

Kenneth  Steinbruegge 
Murrysville,  Pennsylvania 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 
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for  our  neighbors — including  neigh¬ 
bors  yet  unborn — in  something  more 
compelling  than  well-meaning  altru¬ 
ism,  namely,  the  eternal  will  of  God. 

When  we  proclaim  with  the 
Psalmist  (24:1)  that  “the  earth  is 
the  Lord’s  and  the  fullness  thereof, 
the  world  and  those  who  dwell 
therein,”  we  make  a  claim.  It  is  not 
primarily  a  claim  about  ownership, 
but  about  relationship:  ours  with 
Creation  and,  ultimately,  with  God. 

A  healthy  relationship  with  the 
world  around  us — the  water  we 
drink,  the  air  we  breathe  and  the 
other  creatures  with  whom  we  share 
the  Earth — is  vital  for  maintaining 
a  life-giving  relationship  with  God. 

The  church’s  leadership  in  mak¬ 
ing  that  claim  is  essential  if  Earth 
Day  and  similar  calls  to  environ¬ 
mental  responsibility  are  to  be  in¬ 
fused  with  a  deep-seated  and 
long-lasting  sense  of  urgency. 

Our  “tag  along”  role  in  Earth  Day 
1990  is  symptomatic  of  our  failure 
to  give  such  leadership. 

We  should  so  confess  and  resolve 
that,  by  Earth  Day  1991,  we  will 
take  steps  more  actively  to  promote 
the  stewardship  of  our  planet  as  a 
uniquely  precious  gift  from  God. 


By  TODD  R.  GODDARD 

A  few  Sundays  ago  I  received  an 
unexpected  visitor  after  the  worship 
service. 

One  of  my  former  seminary  pro¬ 
fessors  was  in  the  area  and  stopped 
in  to  see  how  I  was  doing. 

It's  been  four  years  since  I  was  in 
seminary.  Already  it  seems  like  it’s 
been  a  1 ,000  years. 

It  is  difficult  for  me  to  remember 
the  time  when  I  was  involved  in  the 
midst  of  higher  education — the 
freedom  of  thought  and  inquiry,  the 
vision  of  the  world  as  ideal  and 
completely  in  your  grasp. 

While  I’ve  been  serving  churches 
in  a  pastoral  capacity  in  one  form 
or  another  for  10  years,  the  past 
four  years  have  greatly  changed  the 
way  I  experience  the  office  of  pastor 
and  my  call  to  it. 

First,  the  office  of  pastor  is  much 
more  difficult  than  I  ever  expected  it 
to  be.  Folks  will  rip  your  heart  out. 
People  will  hurt  you  to  the  quick. 

The  best  image  I’ve  had  is  that  the 
pastor’s  role  is  to  welcome  the  suffer¬ 
ing  of  the  world  with  open  arms;  to 
embrace  it;  and,  while  embracing  it, 
bind  its  wounds. 

While  that  image  describes  good 
ministry  from  the  church’s  point  of 
view,  it  deeply  hurts  and  drains  the 
one  doing  the  embracing. 

Yet,  the  joy  of  the  office  helps  to 
offset  the  pain  that  it  bears.  The 
Sunday  worship  services,  preach¬ 
ing,  baptisms,  weddings,  etc.  are  all 
frosting  on  the  cake.  But  totaled  all 
together,  a  pastor’s  job  takes  more 
than  what  can  be  given. 

Second,  as  time  goes  on,  I’m  be¬ 
ginning  to  face  the  issue  of  what  it 
means  to  be  faithful  over  the  long 
haul.  It’s  not  too  hard  to  be  faithful 
to  God  hour  by  hour  or  day  by  day. 

What's  difficult  is  facing  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  being  faithful  year  to  year, 
decade  to  decade  and,  ultimately, 
over  the  course  of  my  entire  life. 

Peter  Bohler’s  advice  to  the 
young  John  Wesley  had  more  to  it 
than  meets  the  eye:  “Preach  faith 
until  you  have  it;  and  then,  because 
you  have  it,  you  will  preach  faith.” 

As  time  goes  on.  I’m  growing  in  re- 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Todd  R.  Goddard  is  the 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Canandaigua,  N.Y.  (Western 
New  York  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

spect  for  my  older  colleagues,  those 
pastors  who  have  been  laboring  at  it 
for  30,  40  and  50  years.  They  have  a 
wealth  of  wisdom,  experience,  forti¬ 
tude  and  strength  within  them  that 
gives  me  hope  and  faith. 

Yes,  Virginia,  there  are  some  in¬ 
competent  pastors  out  there  serving 
United  Methodist  churches. 

But  for  the  most  part,  the  ministers 
of  our  parishes  are  good  and  loving 
people.  They  are  willing  to  sacrifice 
their  lives,  their  all,  for  the  folks 
whom  they’ve  been  called  to  serve. 

We  work  endlessly,  and  yes,  tire. 
But  we  work  for  the  glory  of  God,  so 
that  God’s  kingdom  might  come  on 
earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 

Jim,  I'm  glad  you  asked.  With 
God’s  help,  I’m  doing  fine. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  this  reason  a  man  shall  leave 
his  father  and  mother  and  be  joined 
to  his  wife,  and  the  two  shall  be¬ 
come  one.”  (RSV) 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Galatians  2:20) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  23 

Monday:  Psalms  1 5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  16:5-1 1 
Wednesday:  Acts  2: 1 4-2 1 
Thursday:  Acts  2:22-32 
Friday:  John  20:1 1-18 
Saturday:  John  20: 1 9-3 1 
Sunday:  1  Peter  1:3-9 


Here  I  Stand: 


Dual  membership  is  inconceivable 


By  WILLIAM  R.  CANNON 

The  recent  decision  by  the 
Rev.  William  R.  Farmer,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  The  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  faculty,  to  join  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church  and  to  re¬ 
tain  his  status  as  an,  ordained 
United  Methodist  minister  is  an 
anomaly  (see  UMR,  Feb.  9). 

It’s  an  ecclesiastical  irregularity 
so  glaring  as  to  be  almost  incon¬ 
ceivable.  It  deviates  from  common 
practice  throughout  Christendom. 

To  be  sure,  there  are  instances 
of  ordained  ministers  of  one  de¬ 
nomination  serving  as  pastors  or 
officials  in  other  denominations. 

For  such  an  arrangement  to  be 
valid,  two  principles  must  obtain: 

First,  there  must  be  a  mutual 
recognition  of  membership  in  the 
body  of  Christ  on  the  part  of  both 
denominations.  Each  must  have 
considered  the  other  as  much  a 
part  of  the  body  of  Christ  as  itself. 

Second,  there  must  be  a  mutu¬ 
al  recognition  of  ministry.  A 
minister  of  one  denomination 
must  be  able  to  administer  the 
sacraments  as  well  as  preach  and 
perform  other  ministerial  func¬ 
tions  in  the  other  denomination 
as  readily  as  in  his  or  her  own. 

Full  communion  needed 

Full  communion  between  two 
denominations  means  full  shar¬ 
ing  together  at  the  Lord’s  table.  It 
even  means  that  ministers  of  the 
two  denominations  can  preside 
together  at  Holy  Communion 
and  actually  consecrate  the  ele¬ 
ments  together. 

Unfortunately,  these  factors 
don’t  exist  between  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  any  Protes¬ 
tant  denomination,  including  the 
Anglican  Church.  The  Roman 
Catholic  Church  is  not  in  full 
communion  with  any  other  body 
in  Christendom. 

I  have  been  a  representative  on 
the  bilateral  conversations  between 
the  World  Methodist  Council  and 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  since 


the  conversations  began  in  1967. 

It  has  been  a  constant  pain  to 
me  that  we  United  Methodists 
can  attend  Mass  but  not  receive 
the  elements  from  our  Roman 
Catholic  friends  and  that  they 
can  attend  our  Holy  Communion 
service  but  their  church  doesn’t 
permit  them  to  receive  the  bread 
and  wine  from  us. 

We  couldn’t  reach  agreement 
that  the  ordinations  John  Wesley 
performed  in  preparing  for  the 
organization  of  The  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  America 
were  a  demonstration  of  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Therefore,  Dr.  Farmer  is  mis¬ 
taken  in  his  assumption  that  the 
World  Methodist  Council  is  in 
full  communion  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church. 

Beautiful  spirit  appreciated 

One  cannot  help  but  appreci¬ 
ate  the  beautiful  spirit  that  Dr. 
Farmer  shows  by  the  action  he 
has  taken  and  by  his  desire  to 
serve  fully  in  both  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  and  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  He  wants  to 
be  “an  ecumenical  presence.” 

His  interests  obviously  are  in 
Christianity  rather  than  in  de- 
nominationalism.  I  should  hope 
all  sincere  Christians  feel  the 
same  way.  But  at  present  the  only 
means  we  have  of  expressing  our 
Christian  commitment  is 
through  a  denomination. 

Regrettably  for  Dr.  Farmer,  his 
isn’t  a  decision  that  he  unilateral¬ 
ly  can  make.  When  he  joined  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  he 
ceased  to  be  a  member  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

That’s  because  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  doesn’t  permit  a 
person  to  be  a  member  of  that 
body  and  at  the  same  time  re¬ 
main  a  member  of  another  reli¬ 
gious  body. 

It  is  inconceivable  that  clergy 
orders  would  remain  valid  if  the 
person  holding  them  gave  up  his 
or  her  church  membership  to 
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join  another  denomination. 

For  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  permit  this  situation 
would  lead  one  to  think  that  we 
attach  so  little  importance  to  the 
nature  of  ordained  ministry  that 
we  lose  our  identity  as  a  church 
and  are  only  a  sect. 

We  cannot  afford  to  try  to 
please  everybody  and  accommo¬ 
date  every  possible  eccentricity 
and  irregularity  in  the  name  of 
tolerance  and  pluralism.  If  we 
did  so,  we  would  become  the 
laughing  stock  of  Christendom, 
justifying  the  appellation  that 
Methodists  are  warm-hearted  but 
empty-headed. 

Dr.  Farmer  is  a  distinguished 
New  Testament  scholar  and  will 
be  an  asset  to  whichever  denomi¬ 
nation  he  joins.  Our  loss  when  he 
leaves  us  will  be  Roman  Catholi¬ 
cism’s  gain. 

Nonetheless,  the  only  appropri¬ 
ate  action  that  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  can  take  is 
respectfully  to  ask  Dr.  Farmer  to 
surrender  his  clergy  credentials 
and  assure  him  of  its  blessings  as 
he  becomes  a  new  member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 

If  he  is  unwilling  to  do  that, 
then  he  should  transfer  his  mem¬ 
bership  back  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  where  he  will 
always  be  welcome. 

The  case  is  unique.  It  should 
be  referred  to  the  Judicial  Coun¬ 
cil  for  an  official  ruling.  Other¬ 
wise,  it  could  set  a  precedent  that 
might  have  serious  effects  on  the 
ministry  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 
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SCHOOL  DECISION  DUE:  The 

25-member  United  Methodist  University  Sen¬ 
ate  is  trying  to  schedule  a  meeting  soon  on  the 
status  of  Teikyo-Westmar  University  in  Le 
Mars,  Iowa.  The  University  Senate,  which  de¬ 
termines  whether  colleges  and  universities  are 
related  to  The  United  Methodist  Church,  is  to 
hear  a  report  and  recommendation  from  a  team 
that  visited  the  school  April  9-11.  In  March, 
United  Methodist-related  Westmar  College  “re¬ 
organized"  as  an  arm  of  Teikyo  University  in 
Tokyo.  The  Rev.  John  W.  White  Jr.,  University 
Senate  president,  said  the  credentialing  group 
wants  to  make  its  decision  before  the  church’s 
1990  annual  conferences  sessions  in  May  and 
June.  Meanwhile,  207  students  from  Japan 
have  arrived  at  the  Iowa  school  for  intensive 
English  study. 


DRUG  PLAN  IN  WORKS:  Four 

Methodist  denominations  are  developing  a 
joint,  five-year  educational  program  to  train 
churchgoers  to  battle  drugs  in  U.S.  cities.  The 
United  Methodist  publishing  and  discipleship 
agencies  are  underwriting  the  effort.  Cooperat¬ 
ing  in  the  project  are  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal,  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal,  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  and  United 
Methodist  churches. 


ALCOHOL  TAX  HIKE  BACKED: 

The  top  staff  executive  at  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is  sup¬ 
porting  a  proposed  increase  in  the  federal  excise 
tax  on  alcoholic  beverages.  The  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett  joins  other  religious  leaders 
in  seeking  the  increase.  The  purpose  is  to  cut 
the  federal  deficit  and  reduce  drinking  by  young 
people.  Dr.  C.  Everett  Koop,  former  U.S.  sur¬ 
geon  general,  estimates  that  an  excise  tax  boost 
could  raise  as  much  as  $15  billion  annually  in 
new  revenue.  The  tax  on  wine  and  beer  hasn’t 
been  raised  since  1951,  the  religious  leaders 
said.  As  a  result,  “consumers  may  buy  a  six- 
pack  of  beer  for  less  than  a  six-pack  of  soda,” 
Dr.  Koop  said. 

FARM  SUPPORT  IS  SEEN:  Efforts 

by  part  of  the  nation’s  religious  community  to 
influence  federal  farm  policy  peaked  in  Wash¬ 
ington  recently.  Family  farming  and  the  need  to 
sustain  racial  and  ethnic  ownership  of  farms 
were  emphasized  during  addresses,  workshops 
and  meetings  with  members  of  Congress.  In¬ 
cluded  was  the  introduction  of  “Creation's 
Caretakers,”  a  new  videotape  produced  by  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society. 

SEMINARY  COSTS  UP:  Money 
raised  by  United  Methodists  for  theological 
education  has  increased  steadily  since  creation 
of  the  denominationwide  Ministerial  Education 
Fund  in  1968,  but  the  percentage  of  seminary 
costs  covered  by  the  fund  continues  to  decline. 
Directors  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  are  to  receive 
that  message  this  fall  from  the  agency’s  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry.  “This  trend  must  be 
stopped,  or  we  will  be  in  serious  trouble  regard¬ 
ing  theological  education,”  said  the  Rev.  Don¬ 
ald  N.  Griffith,  an  elected  division  director 
from  Indianapolis. 

NIGERIANS  UNITE:  Methodists  in 
Nigeria,  split  for  14  years  into  “patriarchal” 
and  “presidential  churches,”  were  united  into 
one  church  in  ceremonies  March  1-2  in  Lagos, 
Nigeria. 

AUTHOR  TO  SPEAK:  Taylor 

Branch,  author  of  a  Pulitizer  Prize-winning 
book  on  the  “King  years,”  is  to  be  among  fea¬ 
tured  speakers  at  the  25th  anniversary  meeting 
of  Project  Equality  Inc.  April  26-27  in  Chicago. 
Barbara  R.  Thompson,  chief  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Commission  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race,  is  chairwoman  of  the  Project 
Equality  board. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMC's  missionaries  in  Liberia  moved 


Civil  disturbance  creates  concern  for  workers'  safety  in  field  placements 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  missionaries 
in  Liberia  have  been  called  home 
or  to  the  capital,  Monrovia,  be¬ 
cause  of  civil  unrest  in  that  West 
African  nation. 

Doreen  F.  Tilghman,  head  of 
the  United  Methodist  mission 
board’s  Africa-Europe-Middle 
East  office,  visited  Liberia  in  ear¬ 
ly  April. 

Fifteen  missionaries  were  in 
Monrovia  at  the  time  of  her  visit, 
Ms.  Tilghman  said.  One  couple  is 
appointed  there;  others  were  wait¬ 
ing  to  see  if  the  Liberian  Annual 
Conference  could  use  them  in  re¬ 
gions  away  from  the  civil  unrest. 

The  United  Methodist-spon¬ 
sored  Ganta  Hospital  and  Ganta 
Vocational  School  were  closed 
when  the  missionaries  were 
moved  to  the  capital. 

Liberia  has  the  second-largest 


number  of  missionaries  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  of  any  nation — exceeded 
only  by  Zaire,  Ms  Tilghman  said. 
Missionaries  in  Liberia  serve  in 
diverse  ministries  such  as  the 
hospital,  the  vocational  school,  a 
theological  school  and  an  avia¬ 
tion  ministry. 

The  U.S.  embassy  had  warned 
Americans  to  leave  the  outlying 
areas  to  avoid  getting  caught  in 
incidents  related  to  the  attempt 
to  overthrow  the  Liberian  gov¬ 
ernment. 

Ms.  Tilghman  said,  “It  is  not 
yet  appropriate  for  our  mission¬ 
aries  to  be  back  in  Ganta.” 

She  noted  that  two  missionary 
couples,  neither  United  Method¬ 
ist,  were  “caught  in  crossfire” 
and  killed. 

The  mission  board  official  said 
five  missionaries  returned  to  the 
United  States  in  nearly  normal 


rotation,  and  three  more  will  re¬ 
turn  to  the  United  States  in  the 
next  month. 

The  civil  unrest  began  in  De¬ 
cember  when  dissidents  from 
neighboring  Ivory  Coast  invaded 
Liberia,  Ms.  Tilghman  said. 

Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah  (Libe¬ 
ria  Area)  said  that  as  a  result  of 
the  unrest,  an  estimated  150,000 
people  had  been  displaced  into 
neighboring  nations  on  the 
southwest  coast  of  Africa.  The 
population  of  Pennsylvania-sized 
Liberia  is  about  2.5  million. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
“has  a  long  history  of  missionary 
involvement  with  Liberia,”  Ms. 
Tilghman  said,  noting  that  Meth¬ 
odist  missionaries  have  been  sta¬ 
tioned  there  since  1910. 

Further,  she  said  there  was 
Methodist  contact  during  the 
founding  of  Liberia  by  freed  slaves 
from  the  United  States  in  1822. 
The  freedmen  were  assisted  by  col¬ 


onization  and  abolition  societies. 

Liberia  became  a  republic  in 
1847.  The  current  president, 
Samuel  K.  Doe,  entered  office 


Your  congregation  is  being 
asked  to  help  feed,  clothe  and 
medically  treat  refugees  from  the 
insurrection  in  Liberia. 

The  appeal  comes  from  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Arthur  F.  Ku¬ 
lah  (Liberia  Area). 

In  response  to  the  bishop’s  ap¬ 
peal,  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  has  sent  $13,000 
in  emergency  aid  to  Liberia  as  of 
April  12,  said  Lloyd  Rollins,  di¬ 
saster  relief  coordinator. 

United  Methodists  who  wish 
to  aid  Liberian  refugees  may  di¬ 
rect  their  donations  to  the  relief 
committee’s  General  Interna¬ 
tional  Disaster  Relief  Fund.  Ad- 


first  by  military  coup  and  then  by 
election.  He  has  held  office  since 
April  12,  1980,  surviving  a  coup 
attempt  in  1985. 


vance  Special  No.  982-450. 
Donations  may  be  sent  via  annu¬ 
al  conference  treasurers. 

In  a  letter  received  April  2  by 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  in  New  York,  Bishop  Kulah 
estimated  that  about  200,000  refu¬ 
gees  from  fighting  in  northern  Li¬ 
beria  have  fled  to  neighboring 
Guinea  and  the  Ivory  Coast. 

The  bishop  estimated  that  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  refugees  are  seek¬ 
ing  shelter  within  Liberia. 

United  Methodists  in  Liberia 
and  Nigeria  have  given  $1,439 
toward  the  refugees’  care.  Bishop 
Kulah  wrote. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Bishop  seeks  refugee  aid 


Young  physician's  foray  becomes  life  mission 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA — Two  years  ago, 
when  Dr.  Mark  Zimmerman 
learned  of  a  special  program  for 
short-term  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  overseas,  he  applied. 

The  32-year-old  physician 
from  Warminster,  Pa„  saw  it  as  a 
challenge  to  his  medical  career. 

Now  he  says  he  not  only  wants 
to  spend  a  lifetime  “healing  the 
sick,  but  serving  the  Lord"  as  a 
United  Methodist  missionary  in 
Nepal. 

Dr.  Zimmerman  is  among  the 


first  nine  missionary  candidates 
completing  four  months  of  training 
at  the  new  United  Methodist, Mis- 
sion  Resource  Center  in  Atlanta. 

All  nine  are  to  be  commis¬ 
sioned  April  26  during  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
annual  meeting  in  New  York. 

A  physician  since  1982,  Dr. 
Zimmerman  said  he  became  in¬ 
terested  in  missions  as  a  medical 
intern  sent  to  West  Africa  for  one 
year.  In  1986  he  received  a  grant 
from  the  mission  board’s  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  to  serve  two  years 
in  Nepal. 

After  returning  to  the  United 


States,  he  set  up  his  medical 
practice.  But  he  said  he  couldn't 
forget  his  experiences  in  Nepal 
and  decided  to  return  as  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionary. 

He  said  he  plans  to  work  in  a 
medical  clinic  in  Nepal's  capital 
city,  Kathmandu. 

New  assignments  vary 

Other  new  “graduates”  from 
the  Mission  Resource  Center  are: 

■  Deborah  J.  and  Lester  Dor- 
non  of  Middletown,  Ohio,  as¬ 
signed  to  Nepal.  Mrs.  Domon  is 
a  music  teacher;  Dr.  Dornon  is  a 
pediatrician. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

ATLANTA — Sebastine  O.  and  Karen  J.  Ujereh  of  Nigeria  and  Dr.  Mark  Zimmerman  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  discuss  their  missionary  assignments  during  a  break  from  the  dedication  symposium  of 
the  new  United  Methdist  Mission  Resource  Center.  The  program  was  on  the  campuses  of  the  In¬ 
terdenominational  Theological  Center  and  the  Candler  School  of  Theology. 


■  Justine  B.  Emerson,  a  civil 
engineer  from  Tucson,  Ariz.,  as¬ 
signed  to  a  hyrdroelectric  project 
in  Nepal. 

■  Adrian  D.  Slater,  a  family 
nurse  practitioner  from  Tucson, 
assigned  to  Nepal. 

■  Karen  J.  and  Sebastine  O. 
Ujereh  of  Jos,  Nigeria,  assigned  to 
Zaire.  Mrs.  Ujereh  is  to  become  an 
episcopal-area  treasurer  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Zaire. 
Mr.  Ujereh  is  to  teach  economics. 

■  David  R.  Kinyon  and  Kath¬ 
leen  K.  McFeeley,  both  from  Ore¬ 
gon,  Wis.,  assigned  to  Liberia  but 
not  expected  to  go  there  until  polit¬ 
ical  tensions  in  that  country  have 
decreased  (see  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue).  Mr.  Kinyon  is  to  be¬ 
come  coordinator  of  volunteers  in 
mission  in  Liberia.  Ms.  McFeeley 
is  to  serve  as  an  accountant. 

■  The  Rev.  Milo  L.  Thorn- 
berry,  director  of  the  center,  said 
these  new  missionaries  will  join 
529  missionaries  in  59  countries. 
The  total  includes; 

/  129  in  Latin  America  and 
the  Caribbean. 


✓  191  in  Africa,  Europe  and 
the  Middle  East. 

•f  209  in  Asia  and  the  Pacific. 

In  addition  to  people  from  the 
United  States  serving  overseas, 
351  missionaries  serve  in  the 
United  States. 

People  prepared  for  '90s 

Mission  board  officials  said 
the  nine  graduates  would  go  into 
the  missionary  field  with  the 
same  commitment  to  Christ  as 
missionaries  before  them.  How¬ 
ever,  officials  said  members  of 
this  group  had  received  intensive 
training  to  prepare  them  for  the 
mission  challenges  of  the  1990s. 

Courses  at  the  new  Mission 
Resource  Center  include  biblical 
studies,  Christian  encounters 
with  other  religions,  introduction 
to  the  church  through  its  mission 
.and  ecumenical  involvement, 
and  ecumenical  theology  in  an 
intercultural  context. 

Students  also  take  short-term 
courses  and  individualized  stud¬ 
ies  geared  toward  their  special¬ 
ized  areas. 


Mission  Resource  Center: 
new  home  for  global  work 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA — People  from 
around  the  world  celebrated  the 
new  United  Methodist  venture  in 
mission  last  week  during  the  for¬ 
mal  opening  of  our  church’s  Mis¬ 
sion  Resource  Center. 

Some  240  registered  partici¬ 
pants  heard  at  least  27  speakers 
discuss  issues  April  9-11  under 
the  theme  “Mission  Challenges 
for  the  Nineties.” 

The  center’s  dedication  caps 
five  years  of  research  and  plan¬ 
ning  for  a  place  to  prepare  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  for  global  mission. 

Besides  serving  as  a  central  lo¬ 
cale  to  train  future  missionaries, 
the  center  is  to  offer  consultations 
for  congregational  leaders  in  mis¬ 


sion  and  prepare  mission  volun¬ 
teers  for  short-term  program. 

The  mission  center  is  a  cooper¬ 
ative  venture  between  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  two  UM- 
related  institutions:  Candler 
School  of  Theology  at  Emory 
University  and  the  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Theological  Center. 
Mission  center  offices  are  on 
both  campuses. 

Mission  board  officials  say 
these  institutions,  although  al¬ 
most  12  miles  apart,  were  select¬ 
ed  jointly  for  their  ecumenical 
involvement,  their  linkage  with 
world  Methodism  and  their  com¬ 
mitment  to  Atlanta’s  internation¬ 
al  community. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Earth  Day  captures  United  Methodist  emphasis 


WAfter  Earth  Day 

’United  Methodist  resources  on  creation 
stewardship  are  available  from: 

General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  202- 
488-5650;  "101  Ways  to  Save  the  Earth"  packet, 
$5;  "For  Our  Children:  Protecting  Creation  from 
Poison,"  videotape  and  study  guide,  $28. 

Curric-U-Phone,  1-800-251-8591;  numerous 
church  school  lessons  for  pre-schoolers,  primary 
pupils  and  youth.  Prices  vary. 

Discipleship  Resources,  615  340-7284; 

"Environmental  Stewardship,"  for  adults,  65 
k cents  each. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 4 


Materials  related  not  solely  to  Earth  Day  but  to  stewardship  of 
creation  are  available  from  several  general-church  agencies. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Thousands  of  United  Methodists 
are  expected  to  emphasize  human 
stewardship  of  God’s  creation  when 
they  mark  April  22  as  Earth  Day 
1990. 

Some  rural  congregations  are  com¬ 
bining  Earth  Day  with  the  United 
Methodist  Rural  Life  Sunday  obser¬ 
vance,  according  to  a  newsletter  from 
The  National  United  Methodist  Ru¬ 
ral  Church  Fellowship. 

Representatives  of  congregations 
from  Virginia  to  Colorado  have 
asked  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  for  Earth  Day  resources 
in  the  past  two  months,  said  Paz 
Artaza,  assistant  director  of  the 
agency’s  environmental  justice  and 
survival  department. 

“Some  requests  are  simple,  like  ask¬ 
ing  how  to  secure  the  pastoral  letters 
on  the  environment  that  United 
Methodist  bishops  agreed  to  write  in¬ 
dividually  last  fall,  so  their  pastors 
could  read  them  during  worship,”  she 
explained.  “We  referred  those  people 


to  their  bishops'  offices. 

“Many  wanted  resources  for  an  en¬ 
tire  worship  or  a  church  school  focus 
on  Earth  Day.  Some  said  they  will 
have  'Earth  Day  Fairs'  with  local  ex¬ 
perts,  while  others  will  encourage  car¬ 
pooling  to  church  that  Sunday." 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
has  been  the  United  Methodist  liai¬ 
son  with  the  North  American  Con¬ 
ference  on  Religion  and  Ecology. 
That’s  a  newly  formed  interfaith 
group  spearheading  increased  reli¬ 
gious  involvement  in  Earth  Day 
(see  related  editorial  on  Page  2). 

Spokeswoman  Diane  E.  Sherwood 
told  Religious  News  Service  the  reli¬ 
gion  and  ecology  group  hopes  to  have 
5,000  local  congregations  of  all 
faiths — out  of  350,000  in  America — 
involved  in  Earth  Day  1990. 

The  United  Methodist  social-jus¬ 
tice  agency  has  offered  callers  two 
resources — a  one-page,  double-sid¬ 
ed  brochure  that  explains  Earth 
Day  and  a  $5  packet  titled  "101 
Ways  to  Save  the  Earth.” 

“101  Ways  to  Save  the  Earth”  con¬ 
tains  52  weeks  of  activities  related  to 


creation  stewardship  that  local  con¬ 
gregations  can  use,  Ms.  Artaza  said. 

“In  many  ways.  Earth  Day  1990 
is  just  a  beginning,”  she  said.  “The 
question  is,  from  Earth  Day  on, 
what  are  you  going  to  do?  To 
change  lifestyles  and  consciousness, 
you  have  to  live  it  every  day.” 


SILK  SCREEN  ED  APRONS 

Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
_ _ today? 

♦Yfellow  apron  with  navy  impnnt  (AUM501 1 

•  White  apron  with  royal  blue  impnnt  (AUM502I 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  impnnt  ( Al  M503) 

•  36*  long  and  24*  wide  •  Durable  easy-care  fabric 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 

Apron  IAUM501.  AUM502.  AUM503)  $9.  two  ipmnvSlfi.  - 
mx  apntnvS42  Specify  colon  si  desired  Add  sales  tax  (of  u 

delivery  in  N  Y  Money  hack  guarantee  Also  available  for 
other  denominations 
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Concerned  About 
The  Condition 
Of  Your  Stained 
Glass,  Wood,  Mortar 
J  Stone  Or  Slate? 

Do  you  need  some* 
can  truly  trust?  Do 
need  a  Craftsman? 

1-800-232-1395 

Call  for  an  appraisal 
or  if  you  just  need 
information  request 
our  bookletTlow  To 
Restore  &  Protect 
Stained  Glass." 
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STAFF  REASSIGNED:  The  Rev. 

Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  chief  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  announced  April  10  reassignment 
of  staff  in  the  social  action  agency’s  revamped 
structure.  The  new  design  calls  for  three  areas  of 
ministry.  Jane  Hull  Harvey  will  head  the  “Hu¬ 
man  Community”  area.  Jaydee  Hanson  will 
head  the  new  “God’s  Creation”  area.  Manuel 
Espartero  will  head  the  “Ministry  of  Resourcing 
Congregational  Life”  area.  Jean  Robinson,  the 
only  remaining  associate  general  secretary,  will 
head  the  department  of  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration.  Mr.  Fasset  said  the  new  design  reduces 
by  four  the  total  number  of  staff  positions. 
However,  all  current  professional  staff  who  had 
not  announced  plans  to  leave  the  agency  have 
been  reassigned  within  the  agency.  He  said  the 
new  plan  will  be  operational  by  July. 

CAMPUS  MINISTRY:  Elected  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  United  Methodist  higher  education 
division  want  to  reverse  a  20-year  decline  in 
campus  ministry.  They  recently  developed  a 
plan  to  ask  the  1992  General  Conference — the 
denomination’s  highest  legislative  body — to  de¬ 
clare  campus  ministry  a  special  program  during 
1993-96.  For  that  to  happen,  the  plan  must  be 
approved  by  the  division’s  parent  body,  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try,  then  win  endorsement  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Council  on  Ministries  for 
recommendation  to  the  General  Conference. 

BISHOPS  TO  MEET:  A  yearlong  ini¬ 
tiative  against  drugs  is  to  be  a  major  agenda 
item  when  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  meets  April  29-May  4 
in  Detroit.  Bishop  Felton  E. 
May  is  to  make  his  first  of¬ 
ficial  report  to  the  council 
since  he  began  that  special 
assignment  in  Washington 
Jan.  1 .  Also  on  the  docket  is 
a  closed-door  session  to  fin¬ 
ish  a  pastoral  letter  and  study  document  on  “vi¬ 
tal  congregations."  The  document  is  to  be 
released  at  a  churchwide  “gathering”  Oct.  31- 
’Nov.  4  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  (Indiana  Area)  is  to  be  installed  for  a 
one-year  term  as  council  president  during  the 
Detroit  meeting. 

GREAT  FINANCIAL  SHAPE:  Many 

United  Methodist  clergy  members  and  lay 
workers  received  a  record  return  Sn'their  retire¬ 
ment  accounts  for  1989.  Elected  directors  of  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions  voted  a  special-in-’ 
terest  distribution  last  month  to  pension  ac¬ 
counts  in  the  board’s  principal  fund.  The 
distribution  brings  the  amount  credited  in  1989 
to  1 8  percent.  That  rate  matches  the  yield  cred¬ 
ited  in  1986  as  the  highest  in  the  past  10  years. 
The  distribution  results  from  what  the  board 
staff  called  one  of  its  best-ever  years  for  invest¬ 
ments.  Holdings  brought  an  across-the-board 
return  of  22.3  percent  and  had  a  market  value 
of  almost  $3.7  billion  at  year’s  end. 

YOUNG  ADULTS  TO  MEET: 

“Crossroads  1990,”  an  ecumenical  consultation 
for  leaders  in  young-adult  ministries,  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  June  14-17  in  Northbrook,  III.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  a  young-adult  ministries  team  from 
across  the  United  States  and  Canada,  “Cross¬ 
roads  1990"  has  as  its  theme  “The  Critical 
Paths  of  Young  Adulthood.”  Guest  lecturers  in¬ 
clude  the  Rev.  Tex  S.  Sample,  professor  of 
church  and  society  at  United  Methodist-related 
St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

ON  TO  WESLEY'S  CHAPEL:  The 

Rev.  Linda  Kay  Eggink  has  been  selected  as  the 
1 990-9 1  student  associate 
pastor  of  Wesley's  Chapel, 
the  “mother  church  of 
world  Methodism,”  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Ms.  Eggink  is  a  master 
of  divinity  student  at  the 
Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Delaware,  Ohio, 
and  president  of  the 
school’s  Campus  Council. 
Her  one-year  assignment  is  part  of  a  program 
that  gives  American  seminarians  firsthand  ex¬ 
perience  of  British  Methodism. 


Linda  K.  Eggink 


Leroy  Hodapp 


MAKING  DIVESTMENTS:  The 

General  Board  of  Pensions  announced  last 
month  that  stock  in  two  oil  companies  doing 
business  in  South  Africa  had  been  sold.  The  sale 
was  in  accord  with  previous  board  actions  op¬ 
posing  apartheid.  The  Rev.  Madge  B.  Floyd, 
chairwoman  of  the  board’s  corporate  responsi¬ 
bility  committee,  said  stock  in  Texaco  Inc.  and 
Chevron  Corp.  represented  holdings  worth 
$17.1  million.  In  the  past  three  years,  stock 
worth  $77.7  million  in  17  firms  failing  to  meet 
the  board's  guidelines  has  been  sold.  The  board 
still  holds  stock  worth  $187.7  million  in  32 
companies  involved  in  South  Africa. 

SEMINARY  TRAINING  EVENT: 

The  United  Methodist  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race  has  planned  a  spring  1991 
event  to  train  seminary  officials  to  recognize 
and  respond  to  racism  in  the  schools’  dealings 
with  ethnic-minority  students.  Exact  dates 
haven’t  been  set. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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New  Interpreters'  Bible  scheduled 

Publishing  House  begins  10-year  revision  of  'most  important  tool ' 


Jack  Keller  displays  the  cur¬ 
rent  Interpreters'  Bible  that 
will  be  succeeded  by  a  new 
series  within  10  years. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE  — Preachers’ 
“most  important  tool”  will  occu¬ 
py  the  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House  for  the  next  10  years. 

The  New  Interpreter’s  Bible  will 
be  a  12-volume  commentary  on 
the  Holy  Scriptures  and  New  Tes¬ 
tament  Apocrypha.  It  will  provide 
biblical  text,  scholarly  interpreta¬ 
tion  and  application,  much  like 
the  1951-57  Interpreter’s  Bible. 

That  edition  continues  to  be 
among  the  best-selling  works  in 
the  Publishing  House’s  200-year 
history. 


More  than  2  million  sold 

Project  director  Jack  A.  Keller 
Jr.  said  that  more  than  2  million 
individual  volumes  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  Interpreter’s  Bible  have 
been  sold  . 

Changes  and  innovations  in 


biblical  scholarship  and  in¬ 
creased  pluralism  of  theological 
perspectives  prompted  revision. 

Dr.  Keller  called  The  New  In¬ 
terpreter’s  Bible  “the  most  im¬ 
portant  tool  for  preachers.” 

The  work  will  provide  a  com¬ 
plete  biblical  text,  “exegesis”  (lit¬ 
erary  and  historical  perspectives 
on  original  meanings)  and,  par¬ 
ticularly,  “exposition”  (insights 
into  the  texts’  relevance  for  con¬ 
temporary  Christians). 

“This  is  to  be  a  critical,  schol¬ 
arly  work,  but  will  give  answers 
to  the  ‘so  what?’  questions  as 
well,”  explained  Dr.  Keller. 

The  new  series  will  include 
texts  for  each  of  the  66  books  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments  and 
the  15  books  that  comprise  the 
Old  Testament  Apocrypha. 

Plans  to  include  the  Apocrypha 
were  prompted  by  widespread  use 
of  the  1950s  volumes  by  Roman 
Catholic  clerics  as  well  as  in¬ 
creased  use  of  those  books  by 


Protestants,  Dr.  Keller  said. 

The  Apocrypha  is  made  up  of 
1 5  books  or  parts  of  books  outside 
the  Hebrew  canon  that  makes  the 
Old  Testament.  Eleven  books  of 
the  Apocrypha  are  accepted  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  canon. 

New  translation  to  be  used 

Abingdon,  the  book-publishing 
arm  of  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  is  negotiating 
with  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  for  rights  to  use  the 
New  Revised  Standard  Version, 
scheduled  for  release  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  Dr.  Keller  said. 

No  other  translation  will  be 
used,  he  predicted. 

“The  King  James  Version  does 
not  have  the  same  appeal  it  had 
30-40  years  ago,”  he  said.  “And 
the  New  Revised  Standard  Ver¬ 
sion  is  the  best  translation  we 
have  seen  in  terms  of  clarity  and 
accuracy.” 

The  New  Interpreter’s  Bible 


will  draw  upon  the  “best  biblical 
scholarship  available,”  he  said, 
in  order  to  be  a  primary  refer¬ 
ence  tool  for  pastors  preparing 
weekly  sermons. 

Plans  are  to  release  the  first 
volumes  in  1993,  and  then  every 
year  after  that  until  all  12  are 
completed. 

Dr.  Keller  and  10  other  Protes¬ 
tant  and  Catholic  scholars  now 
being  sought  will  make  up  the 
New  Interpreter’s  Bible  editorial 
board,  he  said. 

The  editorial  board’s  initial 
role  will  be  to  “help  shape  an  edi¬ 
torial  prospectus  and  determine 
the  best  format.” 

Although  some  board  mem¬ 
bers  will  write,  their  primary  task 
will  be  to  identify  experts  in  the 
field  of  biblical  scholarship  and 
solicit  their  contribution  to  the 
work. 

About  75  persons  will  contrib¬ 
ute  to  the  works,  Dr.  Keller  esti¬ 
mated. 


Sunday  school  instructor  gives  up  teaching — at  101 


By  TOM  HUGHES 

BRADENTON,  Fla.— Easter 
held  special  meaning  this  year  for 
the  Rev.  Loren  S.  Noblitt. 

The  101-year-old  United 
Methodist  minister  taught  Sun¬ 
day  School  for  the  last  time  at 
Emmanuel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bradenton. 

Then  he  flew  to  Lubbock,  Tex¬ 
as,  to  live  with  his  daughter. 

Dr.  Noblitt  is  renowned  at  Em¬ 
manuel  UMC  for  mixing  in- 
depth  Bible  teaching  with  a  sense 
of  humor  to  make  his  points. 


“You  see,  Pilate  had  a  ’hot  po¬ 
tato,’  ”  he  commented  during  a 
recent  lesson  from  John  18:28- 
40.  Then,  demonstrating  how  a 
person  handles  a  hot  potato,  Dr. 
Noblitt  illustrated  the  dilemma 
that  Pilate  faced  in  his  confronta¬ 
tion  with  Jesus. 

Speaking  about  the  Resurrec¬ 
tion  and  eternal  life  at  another 
point  in  the  lesson,  Dr.  Noblitt 
said,  “I  can  almost  see  the  beau¬ 
tiful  spires  of  that  heavenly  king¬ 
dom.  And  oh,  that  golden  street! 

“Of  course.  I’m  a  lot  closer  to 
that  than  you  are.” 


'Large-membership'  churches 
get  new  Discipleship  newsletter 


NASHVILLE — If  your  United 
Methodist  congregation  has 
1 ,000  or  more  members,  there’s  a 
new  quarterly  publication  com¬ 
ing  for  your  leaders. 

The  newsletter,  “LMC  Initia¬ 
tives,”  was  launched  recently  by 
the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship. 

The  quarterly  publication  will 
be  mailed  free  to  pastors  and  lay 


leaders  in  large-membership  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregation?,  and 
to  other  denominational  leaders. 

Of  37,000  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  United  States  and 
Puerto  Rico,  1,300  have  member¬ 
ships  of  more  than  1 ,000. 

More  information  is  available 
from  Large-Membership  Church 
Initiative,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  37202. 


Converted  when  he  was  13, 
Dr.  Noblitt  was  ordained  in  1927 
in  the  Church  of  the  United 
Brethren  in  Christ,  a  forerunner 
to  the  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church.  In  1968  that  denom¬ 
ination  merged  with  The 
Methodist  Church  to  form  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

A  native  of  Columbus,  Ind.,  Dr. 
Noblitt  attended  Moody  Bible 
College  in  Chicago  for  one  year, 
received  a  bachelor’s  degree  from 
New  York  University  and  a  doc¬ 
torate  from  Columbia  University. 

His  field  of  study?  Astronomy! 
(When  he  was  91,  he  ground  the 
glass  for  his  son’s  telescope). 

Dr.  Noblitt  taught  in  private 
schools  for  many  years.  He  also 
preached  and  taught  Sunday 
school. 

"I  used  to  do  that  for  many 
churches  that  couldn’t  afford  a 
minister,”  he  said. 

He  taught  at  Almo  College  in 
Indiana  and  helped  organize 
what  is  now  Almo  White  College. 

“I  retired  in  1954  and  came  to 
Florida,”  he  said.  He  taught  Sun¬ 
day  school  from  that  time  until 
this  Easter — a  total  of  36  years. 


FLORIDA  CONFERENCE  PHOTO  BY  TOM  HUGHES 

BRADENTON — The  Rev.  Loren  S.  Noblitt  emphasizes  a  point 
during  one  of  his  last  sessions  teaching  the  Fellowship  class  of 
Emmanuel  United  Methodist  Church.  The  101 -year-old  United 
Methodist  preacher  gave  up  the  class  on  Easter  after  teaching 
for  36  years  since  his  retirement  to  Florida  in  1954. 


“He’s  a  fine,  sharp  and  deeply 
spiritual  human  being,"  said  the 
Rev.  John  M.  Bartha,  Emman¬ 
uel’s  pastor. 

One  of  those  attending  his 
class  cautioned,  “Don’t  try  to  get 
the  whole  story  from  Dr.  Noblitt. 


He’s  a  very  humble  person  and  a 
deeply  committed  Christian.  We 
are  all  very  sad  he  is  leaving.” 

The  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Hughes  is 
editor  of  the  Florida  conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter,  in  which 
this  story  first  appeared. 


Ryan  White  called 


'shining' 

By  JAMES  H.  STEELE 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

INDIANAPOLIS — Among 
the  thousands  of  tributes  last 
week  to  AIDS  victim  Ryan 
White,  few  noted  his  faith  in 
God  and  his  lifelong  church 
involvement. 

Ryan,  18,  died  April  8  of  an 
AIDS-related  respiratory  in¬ 
fection.  A  hemophiliac  who 
contracted  the  disease  from 
contaminated  blood  products, 
he  had  lived  with  AIDS  for 
five  years. 

Along  with  his  mother, 
Jeanne,  and  sister,  Andrea,  16, 
Ryan  was  a  member  of  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  their  hometown  of 
Kokomo,  Ind.  The  congrega¬ 
tion  sustained  the  family 
throughout  Ryan’s  illness. 

The  funeral  service  April  1 1 
was  conducted  by  the  Rev. 
Ray  E.  Probasco,  former  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  at  St.  Luke’s  and 
now  pastor  at  Center  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Muncie,  Ind. 

In  1984.  St.  Luke’s  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  Harold  E.  Wil¬ 
liams,  was  asked  by  the  White 
family  to  tell  the  13-year-old 
Ryan  that  doctors  had  diag- 
nosed  him  as  having  AIDS. 

Although  Ryan  was  barred 
from  school  when  his  disease 
was  made  public,  the  congre¬ 
gation  at  St.  Luke’s  never 
shunned  the  family. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Bruce 
Mitchell,  then  St.  Luke’s  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  for  programming, 
“There  were  no  adverse  reac¬ 
tions.  We  did  not  lose  a  single 
member." 

While  St.  Luke’s  actions  re¬ 
mained  largely  unpublicized, 
the  congregation — individually 
and  collectively — helped  the 


Christian 

Whites  meet  living  expenses. 
When  the  family’s  Christmas 
presents  were  stolen  in  1984, 
church  members  replaced 
them,  including  a  computer 
and  software  for  Ryan. 

During  the  battle  over 
whether  Ryan  should  attend 
public-school  classes,  the 
church  also  provided  support 
and  counsel  to  school  board 
members  and  officials  of  the 
Western  School  Corp.,  many 
of  whom  were  St.  Luke’s 
members. 

St.  Luke’s  developed 
"Guidelines  for  Pastoral  Sup¬ 
port  of  Ryan  White”  as  a 
model  of  understanding,  de¬ 
signed  to  assist  the  Kokomo 
community  in  its  approach  to 
the  problem. 

During  a  late- 1985  inter¬ 
view  with  the  “Hoosier  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,”  the  newspaper 
of  the  church’s  North  and 
South  Indiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences,  Ryan  was  surrounded 
by  portraits  of  President  Ron¬ 
ald  Reagan  and  then-Indiana 
Gov.  Robert  Orr  and  a  repro¬ 
duction  of  the  1943  Warner 
Sallman  portrait  of  Christ. 

Ryan  pointed  to  the  likeness 
of  Christ  and  commented, 
“He  is  with  me  all  the  time.” 

At  Ryan’s  death,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Leroy  C.  Ho¬ 
dapp  (Indiana  Area)  said: 
“Ryan’s  faith  continually  sus¬ 
tained  him  and  enabled  him  to 
witness  and  minister  to  others 
across  the  nation.  His  life  for  the 
past  five  years  has  been  a  shin¬ 
ing  example  of  a  deep  Christian 
faith  and  commitment.” 

Mr.  Steele  is  communica¬ 
tions  director  for  the  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.  and  Alabama-West 
Florida  Areas.  Until  Feb.  1  he 
held  a  similar  position  with 
the  church's  Indiana  Area. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $  1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  SI0  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Mu¬ 
sic.  1000-member  church.  Experienced  with 
adults/children  in  choral  and  instrumental.  BA 
required.  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church, 
400  Iowa  Ave.,  Muscatine,  IA  52761.  (319) 
263-1596. 

AIDS:  PWAs,  PWARCs,  HIV  +  ,  how  is  the 
church  treating  you?  Are  you  aware  of  what  as¬ 
sistance  is  available?  The  Oklahoma  CCOM 
AIDS  Task  Force  is  seeking  input  and  continu¬ 
ing  correspondence  from  PWAs,  PWARCs,  and 
HIV  +  regarding  church's  role  in  the  AIDS 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OR  PASTOR  of 
Youth/College  ages  by  Summer,  1990  at  grow¬ 
ing  2800-member  church  in  Dallas  area.  Expe¬ 
rience  and  evangelical  orientation  necessary. 
Strong  program  in  place.  Salary  commensurate 
with  experience  and  commitment  to  youth  min¬ 
istry.  Contact:  Dr.  Paul  Morell,  First  UMC, 

2  MUSIC  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  1500- 
member  church  seeks  Director  of  Music  and 
Organist/Accompanyist.  Comprehensive  pro¬ 
gram  has  several  vocal  and  instrumental  ensem¬ 
bles,  including  50-member  sanctuary  choir.  In¬ 
quiries  to:  Wayne  Rhodes,  do  Community 
United  Methodist  Church,  20  North  Center 

Pandemic.  We  would  like  copies  of  worship  re¬ 
sources  related  to  the  AIDS  issue.  All  responses 
absolutely  confidential!  Send  responses:  Okla¬ 
homa  CCOM  AIDS  Task  Force,  Box  60126, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73146-0126.  Please  in¬ 
clude  name  and  address  for  future 
correspondence. 

Box  1 10204.  Carrollton.  TX  7501 1-0204.  (214) 

Street,  Naperville,  IL  60540. 

CHURCH  VAN—  1990  GMC  12  passenger 

242-0602. 

SLX  van,  350  V8,  anti-lock  brakes,  front/rear 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Full¬ 
time  position  responsible  total  youth/adult  edu¬ 
cation  program.  Resume/references:  Margel 
Smith,  1315  NE  Pine  Island  Lane,  Cape  Coral, 
FL  33909. 

Growing  1100-member  UMC,  Dallas  suburb. 
Requires  United  Methodist  gifted  in  teaching, 
communication,  recreation,  motivating  youth. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  UMR,  Dept. 
FM.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 

AC,  power  windows/locks,  tilt,  cruise,  AM/FM 
cassette,  dark  tint  windows,  never  licensed, 
3,500  miles.  New  $22,947—  save  at  $17,855. 
Call  Andy  Ewing,  Andy  Ewing  Olds-GMC 
Trucks,  Inc.,  Wagoner,  OK.  1-800-753-9464. 

ORGANIST/HANDBELL  DIRECTOR.  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1 136,  Bar¬ 
tlesville,  OK  74005,  Phone  (918)  336-3361. 
Professionally  trained,  competent  musician, 
and  devout  Christian  to  join  efficient,  compati¬ 
ble  staff,  over  3700-member  growing,  progres¬ 
sive  congregation  in  an  exciting  city.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Rev.  Jack  Jordan  or  call  for 
information. 

ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR  for  Eth¬ 
nic  and  Global  Ministries,  Wisconsin  Confer¬ 
ence.  For  a  job  description  and  application 
form  write:  Frank  Gaylord,  P.O.  Box  220,  Sun 
Prairie,  WI  53590.  Application  are  due  by  May 

1, 1990. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re- 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

RESUMES  ARE  CURRENTLY  BEING  re¬ 
viewed  by  Roswell  United  Methodist  Church, 

FREE  BOOK  AND  INFORMATION  on  Fam¬ 
ily  Ministries.  Write  or  call:  Dr.  Jacobson, 
Family  Education,  9330  W.  Escuda  Dr.  Peoria, 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  MINISTER.  1500-mem- 

of  Volunteers  in  Ministry.  Prior  experience  in 

AZ  85382.  Call:  (602)  566-1794. 

ber  exciting  rapidly  growing,  suburban  church. 
Resumes:  Bill  Couch,  LakeRidge  UMC,  4701 
82nd  Street.  Lubbock.  TX  79424  by  May  10. 

coordination  of  volunteer  efforts  required.  If 
interested,  please  submit  to:  Linda  Penrose, 
863  Holcomb  Bridge  Rd.,  Suite  230,  Roswell, 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  stitcher- 
ies.  Make  items  for  church,  home,  bazaar,  gifts. 
Catalog  $1.00  (refundable  with  first  order). 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  FIRST  UNITED  Meth- 

GA  30076. 

Nancy  Designs,  424R  East  Sixth,  Blue  Earth, 

odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  537,  Gallatin,  TN 

2000  +  MEMBER  UNITED  METHODIST 

MN  56013. 

37066.  Qualification:  Bachelor’s  degree  with  a 
major  in  music.  Send  resume.  Available:  July 

1 990.  Contact:  Rick  Orgain  (6 1 5)  824-5486. 

Church  in  Texas  is  seeking  experienced  Youth 
Minister  to  assume  responsibility  for  estab¬ 
lished  youth  program.  Salary  and  benefits  up  to 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at 
First  Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken 
Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship: 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/CHRISTIAN  LIFE 

$25,000  depending  on  experience.  Interested 
applicants  should  send  resume  and  references 
to:  UMR.  Dept.  TT.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
75266-0275. 

1 1:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856.  1 

Ministry:  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  53/,  Gallatin,  TN  37066.  Qualification: 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  ac¬ 
cumulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with 

1990.  Contact:  Rick  Orgain  (615)  824-5486. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY, 

and  negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN/YOUTH.  New 

European  tours:  July  12-24,  August  1 1-22. 'Con¬ 
firmed  tickets.  Write:  Rev.  Ralph  Lawrence, 
4192  Tattenham,  Boise,  ID  83704.  (208)  888- 
2245,378-0393. 

references.  Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

position  June  1,  Metropolitan  style  1700-mem¬ 
ber  church;  full  range  of  program;  well  func¬ 
tioning  professional  staff.  Qualifications:  Expe- 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits, 
fabrics.  Stoles,  paraments,  etc.  Brochure/fabric 

rience  leading  quality  educational,  leisure, 
outreach  ministries;  ability  to  supervise  stafT of 
activities  building;  master's  degree  in  Christian 
Education  desired.  Competitive  salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume:  Senior  Minister,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  315  East  Chester  St.,  Jack- 
son,  TN  38301.(901)422-4002. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 
Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 
week,  $525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calnoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507. 

able  for  meetings.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and  stay  at 
Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  or  12 
to  160).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming,  $9.00  tickets,  grilled  burger 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY. 
Full-time  staff  position  in  4300-member  grow¬ 
ing  church.  Christ  United  Methodist  Church, 
Memphis,  Tennessee.  Salary  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to:  Rev.  Earl  A.  Johnston,  Executive 
Minister,  4488  Poplar  Avenue,  Memphis,  TN 
38117. 

FULL  SET  OF  7  PUPPET  PRODUCTIONS 
puppets,  stage,  curtains.  Good  condition.  $300. 
(508)  448-6 1 55.  Ask  for  Barbara. 

Call:  (501)  253-8418  today!  j 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR 
Church.  Fill  your  music  stafT  position  (20-40 
hours  weekly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Out¬ 
standing  persons  available.  Free  service. 
Church  Musicians'  National  Referral  Service, 
Dept.  18.  Box  36,  Huntington,  WV  25706- 
0036. 

DISCIPLINED  ORDER  OF  CHRIST  National 
Retreat  August  1-5,  1990  invites  you  to  beauti¬ 
ful  Radford  University,  Virginia  for  four  days 
in  Christian  community,  to  snare  an  intentional 
pilgrimage  to  grow  in  the  mind  and  spirit  of 
Christ.  "Being  Transformed  Into  Christ’s  Like¬ 
ness”  45th  Anniversary  theme  by  Dr.  Maurice 
Boyd,  New  York,  Dr.  Susan  Muto,  Pittsburgh, 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING,  ADULT  CHOIR  Di¬ 
rector  position.  Please  mail  responses  to:  St. 
Bethlehem  United  Methodist  Church,  2201  Old 
Russellville  Pike,  Clarksville,  TN  37040. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION, 
full-time  position  with  experience  in  young 
adult,  youth,  and  children’s  ministries,  for 
church  on  West  Coast  (San  Diego  County),  sal¬ 
ary  negotiable,  position  available  in  summer  or 

SEMINARY  SEEKS  EDUCATIONAL  Assis¬ 
tant  to  the  Dean  For  Alcohol  And  Drug  Abuse 
Ministries  and  Continuing  Education  Pro- 

other  sensitive,  caring  leaders.  Contact:  DOC, 
Box  23617,  Nashville,  TN  37202.  Call:  (615) 
340-7228. 

grams.  Responsibilities  include  academic  ad¬ 
vising,  arranging  placements,  educational  pro¬ 
gramming,  and  other  administrative  tasks.  The 
assistant  has  additional  responsibilities  in  the 
development  and  implementation  of  continu- 

B.A.D.  #2  ASSOCIATION  REUNION.  WW 

II —  Stationed  at  Warton,  England:  October  25- 

ed  Methodist  Church  of  Vista,  157  Lado  de 
Loma,  Vista,  CA  92083. 

McClune,  527  Quarterfield  Rd.,  Newport 
News,  VA.  23602.  Telephone:  (804)  877-3826. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  or¬ 
ganist-director  of  full  choral  program.  Salary 
negotiable  from  $25,000.  Position  description 
available.  Search  Committee,  Court  Street 
United  Methodist  Church,  215  N.  Court,  Rock¬ 
ford.  IL  61 107. 

ognized  seminary  and  experience  in  ministry 
and/or  chemical  dependency  counseling  re¬ 
quired.  Review  of  application  materials  begins 
April  30.  Apply  to:  Academic  Dean,  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio,  3081  Columbus 
Pike,  Delaware,  OH  43015.  AA/EO. 

CHOIR  ROBES  FOR  SALE.  Like  new  robes,  4 
years  old.  Each  robe  has  cassock  and  surplice. 
Cassock  is  maroon.  For  further  information 

Methodist  Church,  625  N.E.  Mizner  Blvd., 
Boca  Raton.  FL  33432.  (407)  395-1244. 

900-MEMBER  MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH 
seeking  Director  of  Music.  Will  direct  adult 
choir  and  coordinate  children  and  youth  choirs. 
Coordination  of  other  program  activities  will 
be  negotiated.  Send  resumes  to:  Dr.  L.C.  John¬ 
ston,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  * 
1510,  Harlingen,  TX  7855 1 .  Salary  will  be  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience. 

WANTED:  A  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  AND  A 

Pipe  Organist  in  June.  Send  resume  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  433  Erlanger  St.,  Sli¬ 
dell.  LA  70458. 

companying,  and  children’s  choir  responsibil¬ 
ities.  20  hours  per  week.  Benefits.  In  the  beauti¬ 
ful  Rio  Grande  Valley.  St.  Mark  UMC, 
McAllen,  TX  (512)682-1481. 
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°rfS  Grace -Witness  ^ef|ilion 


A  Healing 
Presence 


Will  Rogers  liked  to  say  “My  ancestors  didn’t  come  over  on  the 
Mayflower.  They  met  the  boat!” 

Growing  in  Central  Oklahoma  made  this  quip  especially  meaningful. 
Most  of  my  classmates  were  Pottawatomie,  Kickapoo,  and  Shawnee 
Indians.  Our  farm  was  in  the  middle  of  lands  granted  to  these  Tribes  in 
the  mid-1880’s. 

This  Sunday,  April  29,  is  Native  American  Sunday  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  A  special  offering  will  be  taken  in  many  of  our 
churches  with  one  half  going  for  scholarships  for  Native  Americans 
studying  for  ministry  in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The  other  half 
stays  in  the  Annual  Conference  to  help  support  our  own  Louisiana  Na¬ 
tive  American  Ministry. 

Even  as  these  words  are  written,  the  Houma  Indians  of  Louisiana  are 
seeking  federal  recognition  as  a  “Tribe”  by  congress.  The  Houma  Indi¬ 
ans  and  their  ancestors  have  a  rich  and  yet  tragic  history. 

The  Methodists  have  ministered  to  and  been  ministered  to  by  the 
Houma  Indians  for  at  least  a  century.  The  Dulac  Community  Center 
and  the  Clanton  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  at  Dulac  are  con¬ 
tinuing  expressions  of  this  partnership  in  ministry  and  service. 

The  Native  American  witness  is  very  important  to  us  all.  Their  spiri¬ 
tuality  grows  out  of  seeing  Mother  Earth  as  a  nurturing  life-giving 
force  that  is  concretely  related  to  our  own  existence  and  well-being. 
You  say  we  already  know  that?  Then  how  can  a  nation  that  sees  itself 
as  religious  and  God-fearing  come  so  near  destroying  our  lifeline?  How 
we  need  sense  of  God’s  healing  presence  in  all  of  life,  including  cre¬ 
ation  itself. 

Perhaps  it  is  only  natural  for  “Native  American  Sunday”  to  follow 
“Earth  Day!” 

e'v\ 
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Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 

Southern  Coastal  Churches 
Called  Upon  For  Help 


APRIL  27,  1990 


Evangelism  Workshop 
Set  For  May  8-10 


The  churches  of  the  southern 
coastal  regions  of  Louisiana  have 
been  asked  to  help  with  a  growing 
crisis  among  fishermen  and 
shrimpers.  On  Friday,  March  30, 
the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Exten¬ 
sion  Service  announced  the  Fisher¬ 
ies  Family  Financial  Management 
Program.  As  a  part  of  this  program, 
they  have  asked  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  to  organize 
help  and  support  from  localcongre- 
gations. 

Mr.  Tee  John  Mialjevich  of  Con¬ 
cerned  Shrimpers  of  America  said 
while  attending  the  news  confer¬ 
ence,  “Fishermen  are  frustrated. 
They  are  in  financial  distress.  Some 
fishermen  have  turned  to  alcohol. 
Some  of  them  have  family  troubles. 
Some  have  lost  their  homes  and 
their  boats.”  All  of  this  comes 
because  of  a  loss  of  income  due,  in 
part,  to  the  TED  —  the  "turtle-ex¬ 
cluder  device.” 

Rev.  James  L.  Stovall,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Louisiana  Inter¬ 
church  Conference  said,  “The  fish¬ 
ermen  and  shrimpers  are 
experiencing  personal  and  family 
problems  similar  to  what  the  farm¬ 


ers  experienced  in  the  mid-80’s 
when  many  of  them  faced  foreclo¬ 
sure  and  bankruptcy.” 

The  new  program  which  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Louisiana  Cooperative 
Extension  Service  and  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  provides  a 
telephone  hotline.  Fishermen  and 
shrimpers  may  call  the  hotline  for  as¬ 
sistance  or  referral  information.  The 
hotline  number  is  1-800-256-5927. 

Those  who  call  the  hotline  num¬ 
ber  can  request  a  computer  analysis 
of  their  business  from  the  Extension 
Service.  This  will  enable  them  to 
make  wise  financial  decisions. 

Shrimpers  and  fishermen  who  are 
having  personal  and  family  prob¬ 
lems  should  call  their  pastors  for 
counseling.  If  a  pastor  is  not  avail¬ 
able,  they  may  call  the  hotline  for 
the  name  of  a  minister  or  priest  in 
their  area. 

In  addition,  the  LIC  will  join  fish¬ 
ermen  and  shrimpers  in  advocating 
and  supporting  their  efforts  to  im¬ 
prove  their  working  conditions. 

The  conference  will  also  provide 
legal  and  financial  seminars  to  ad¬ 
vise  fishermen  and  shrimpers  of 
alternative  choices. 


The  1990  National  Evangelism 
Workshop  is  scheduled  for  May  8- 
10,  in  Nashville,  Tennessee.  All 
sessions  of  the  workshop  will  be 
held  at  the  Stouffer  Nashville  Hotel. 

Laypersons,  pastors,  evangelism 
committee  members,  Sunday 
school  teachers,  and  seminary  stu¬ 
dents  are  among  those  that  should 
attend.  Every  church  member  can 
benefit  from  the  combination  of 
methodological,  motivational,  in¬ 
spirational  and  biblical  ideas  pre¬ 
sented  by  top  Christian  leaders 
from  across  North  America.  Fifteen 
workshops  will  be  led  by  pastors 
representing  six  different  denomi¬ 


nations. 

In  regards  to  the  opportunity  to 
continuing  education,  some  semi¬ 
naries  grant  credit  toward  Doctor  of 
Ministry  or  other  degrees  for  per¬ 
sons  who  attend  NEW90  and  do  ad- 
ditional  work.  Each  school  has 
different  requirements.  Persons  in¬ 
terested  are  asked  to  contact  the  ap¬ 
propriate  person  in  the  individual 
seminary  for  complete  information. 
The  event  will  provide  1.4  CEU 
credits.  Persons  who  wish  CEU 
credit  must  make  advance  arrange¬ 
ments  with  the  NEW90  office  so 
that  a  permanent  file  can  be  devel¬ 
oped  to  meet  the  CEU  standards. 


Helpful  Materials  Available 


Sharing  Year-Round  Ideas  . . . 

Four  Great  Days  Of  Service 

.  One  of  our  Sunday  school  classes  sponsors  “Four  Great  Days  of  Service" 
when  church  members  go  into  the  community  to  serve.  Class  members  act 
as  team  leaders,  and  participants  choose  from  several  selected  ministry 
sites. 

The  day  begins  with  a  breakfast  and  a  sending-forth  service.  Then  volun¬ 
teers  work  with  Habitat  for  Humanity  projects  and  local  urban  ministries, 
and  visit  members  whose  ability  to  leave  home  is  limited.  Children  get  in¬ 
volved,  too,  by  visiting  people  in  retirement  homes. 

On  the  following  Sunday  participants  share  their  experiences  with  the 
congregation.  ,  . 

—  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

Birmingham.  Ala. 


"Responding  to  AIDS:  An  Educa¬ 
tional  and  Missional  Resource,”  is 
now  available  in  each  district  office 
and  from  the  Conference  Resource 
Library.  Developed  by  the  Human 
Welfare  Committee  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
this  resource  is  a  compilation  of 
articles,  booklets,  bibliographies,  a 
video  tape,  and  a  listing  of  human 
resources,  all  related  to  medical, 
pastoral,  and  local  church  issues  in 
responding  compassionately  to  per¬ 
sons  with  AIDS.  It  contains  also  a 
copy  of  Bishop  Oden's  recent  pasto¬ 


ral  letter  on  AIDS.  These  materials 
are' included  in  a  binder,  and  may 
be  used  for  individual  study,  for 
pastors'  continuing  education 
events,  for  study  groups  of  clergy 
and  laity,  and  for  local  church  plan¬ 
ning  groups  looking  for  help  in  re¬ 
sponding  more  helpfully  to  the 
AIDS  crisis  in  their  community. 
Those  interested  in  obtaining  this 
important  resource  may  contact  in¬ 
dividual  district  offices  or  the  Con¬ 
ference  Library  which  is  located  at 
527  North  Boulevard  in  Baton 
Rouge. 


Be  a  Reporter 

Is  there  something  exciting  happening  in  the  life  of  your  local 
church?  Is  there  a  program  or  project  generating  enthusiasm  and  in¬ 
terest  among  the  members  of  your  congregation?  Is  there  a  special 
person  you  would  like  to  recognize?  If  so,  we  would  like  to  know! 
Please  send  this  information  to  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 


May  Conference  Calendar 

3  Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting,  Noon 

3-4  Crosslines  Workshop  for  North  Louisiana,  “Does  What  I  Do 
Make  a  Difference?”  Camp  Alabama,  Ruston  (10:00  a.m. 
on  3rd  —  3:00  p.m.  on  4th) 

3-6  UMW  Assembly,  Kansas  City,  MO 

4  May  Fellowship  Day  —  Church  Women  United 

5  Centenary  College  Commencement,  2:30  p.m. 

7-11  National  CEF  Conference,  Milwaukee 

8  Legislative  Liaison  Committee,  Headquarters  Building, 

10:00  a.m. 

8  Nominating  Committee,  Headquarters  Building,  2:00  p.m. 
9-10  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 
11-12  District  Youth  Coordinators  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers 
15  BOM  Com.  on  Tmg.  &  Orders:  Names  and  biographical 
info,  to  Conference  Office 

1 5  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  First  Church,  New  Orleans, 

7:00  p.m. 

16  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  First  Church,  Lake  Charles, 

7:00  p.m. 

1 7  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  First  Church,  Alexandria, 

7:00  p.m. 

17-20  Cursillo  No.  19,  Tall  Timbers 

20  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  First  Church,  Hammond, 

3:00  p.m. 

20-22  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Alexandria  District 

21  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 

7:00  p.m. 

22  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  First  Church,  Franklin, 

7:00  p.m. 

23  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  St.  Luke’s  Shreveport, 

7:00  p.m. 

24  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  First  Church.  Arcadia, 

7:00  p.m. 

25  Pre-Conference  Training  Event,  First  Church,  Winnsboro, 

7:00  p.m. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


This  year’s  Holy  Week  services  at 
First  UMC  in  Shreveport  took  on 
special  dimension  when  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden,  the  spiritual 
leader  of  over  130,000  Louisiana 
Methodists,  was  the  guest  preacher 
Monday  through  Friday.  The  theme 
of  the  bishop’s  message  was  “The 
Cross  in  God’s  Heart.”  In  a  series  of 
five  sermons  he  helped  worshipers 
understand  how  the  cross  intersects 
many  life  issues  with  which  people 
grapple  today.  His  subjects  includ¬ 
ed:  Monday,  An  Urgent  Message; 
Tuesday,  A  Centering  Question; 
Wednesday,  A  Whole  Faith;  Thurs¬ 
day,  A  Holy  Life;  and  Friday,  The 
Heartbeat  of  God.  These  services, 
which  are  a  tradition  at  First 
Church,  were  held  in  Couch  Cha¬ 
pel.  An  ensemble  from  the  Chancel 
Choir  provided  music  each  day.  Dr. 
John  E.  Fellers  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  in  Lake  Providence 

recently  held  a  revival  entitled  New 
Life  Mission.  The  revival  was  de¬ 
signed  for  local  church  evangelism 
under  the  leadership  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  The  guest 
speaker  for  the  event  was  Rev.  Phil 
Young,  pastor  of  First  UMC  of 
Centre,  Alabama.  During  the  four 
day  event.  Rev.  Young  conducted 
five  services.  Rev.  Louis  M. 
Coppage  Jr.  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

A  big  moment  in  the  ministry  of 
First  UMC  in  LaPlace  was  the  Lay 
Witness  Mission  which  took  place 
last  month.  K.  D.  Hayes  was  the 
Lay  Witness  Mission  Coordinator. 
A  Lay  Witness  Mission  is  a  week¬ 
end  happening  or  experience  in 
which  a  team  of  lay  persons  comes 
to  the  church  to  share  his/her  faith 
in  Christ.  Another  highpoint  was  a 
special  visit  from  Bishop  William 
B.  Oden  as  guest  preacher.  An  in¬ 


formal  coffee  in  the  Annex  followed 
the  worship  service.  Rev.  Charles  P. 
Strong  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Laura  Martin,  Grace  Kelsey, 
Brenda  Devaney,  and  Rev.  Larry 
Norman  represented  Many  UMC 
recently  at  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston 
during  a  workshop  on  the  New 
United  Methodist  Hymnal.  The 
workshop  acquainted  representa¬ 
tives  with  some  of  the  new  hymns, 
choir  responses,  psalters,  and  des¬ 
cants  provided  in  the  new  hymnal 
for  both  congregational  and  choir 
anthem  use.  Rev.  Norman  is  pastor 
of  Many  and  Rev.  George  A.  Duer- 
son  is  pastor  of  Trinity. 

*  *  * 

The  Lake  Charles  District  recent¬ 
ly  sponsored  a  Men’s  Retreat  which 
was  held  at  the  Uskichitto  Retreat 
Center  in  LeBlanc.  The  retreat  was 
opened  to  all  men  in  the  district. 
Rev.  Grayson  Watson,  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  and 
Rev.  Lael  Jones,  pastor  of  Universi¬ 
ty  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  brought 
the  message  Friday  night  and  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon.  Saturday 
morning  sessions  included:  Louisi¬ 
ana  Moral  Foundation,  Evangelism, 
United  Methodist  Men,  and  Boy 
Scout  sponsorship.  Dr.  Woodrow 
Smith  is  the  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent. 

V  *  * 

When  the  UMW  of  Lakeview 
UMC  in  Shreveport  celebrated 
UMW  Sunday,  the  women  of  the 
church  took  total  charge  of  the 
worship  service.  Guest  speaker  of 
the  day  was  Martie  Cain,  wife  of 
Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain,  pastor  of 
Lakeview.  Her  topic  was  “Many 
gifts.  One  spirit."  Mrs.  Cain  holds  a 
Bachelor  of  Music  degree  with  a 
major  in  Music  Therapy,  concentra¬ 
tion  voice,  from  the  University  of 


Georgia,  Athens  and  a  Masters  of 
Theology  with  an  emphasis  in 
Christian  Education  from  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU  in  Dallas. 

*  *  * 

Dodson  UMC  recently  celebrated 
Homecoming  Sunday  with  joy  and 
thanksgiving.  A  large  crowd  en¬ 
joyed  the  festivities.  Featured 
speaker  was  Rev.  George  Sherman, 
retired  minister  from  Haynesville. 
He  chose  as  his  text,  passages  from 
Matthew.  He  also  shared  memories 
from  the  early  70’s  when  he  was 
pastor  of  Dodson.  Following  a  lun¬ 
cheon  in  the  newly  refurbished  fel¬ 
lowship  hall,  the  Anchors  enter¬ 
tained  with  inspirational  music. 
Out  of  town  guests  included  Mrs. 
Sherman,  Rev.  Barbara  Duke,  wife 
of  Rev.  Jeff  Duke,  pastor  of  the 
Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope  charge. 
Out  of  state  guests  attended  from 
Texas,  Colorado,  Arkansas,  Missis¬ 
sippi,  and  Alabama. 

*  *  * 

Dillard  University  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  held  a  Service  of  Remem¬ 
brance  recently  in  honor  of  the  late 
gifted  poet  and  alumnus  Octave  Lil¬ 
ly  Jr.  The  service  included  readings 
from  Mr.  Lilly’s  book,  “Cathedral 
in  the  Ghetto  and  Other  Poems,” 
which  includes  works  motivated  by 
the  assassination  of  Dr.  Martin  Lu¬ 
ther  King  Jr.  Mr.  Lilly  graduated  in 
1931  from  New  Orleans  University, 
a  parent  institution  of  Dillard.  He 
was  indeed  a  gifted  writer  and  poet. 
In  addition  to  being  a  teacher  and  a 
social  worker,  Mr.  Lilly  was  ex¬ 
tremely  active  in  the  struggle  for 
human  rights.  His  widow,  who  still 
resides  in  New  Orleans,  provided 
reflections  on  her  husband’s  life  and 
works  during  the  special  service. 
Several  Dillard  University  alumni 
and  faculty  members  participated 
in  the  program.  Dr.  Samuel  DuBois 


Cook  is  president  of  Dillard. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  Pete  Spitzkeit  will  be  the 
guest  preacher  at  Westlake  UMC 
during  the  church’s  10:50  a.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service  Mission  Sunday,  April 
29.  Rev.  Spitzkeit  served  17  years 
as  a  missionary  and  14  years  as  a 
teacher  at  a  Methodist  college  in 
Korea.  He  has  continuous  service  of 
44  years  as  a  member  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  and  is  cur¬ 
rently  serving  on  the  staff  of 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Rev.  Larry  O’Dell  is  pastor  of  West- 
lake. 

*  *  * 

First  Street  UMC  in  New  Orleans 

will  celebrate  its  157th  anniversary 
on  Sunday,  April  29  during  the 
10:55  a.m.  worship  service.  The 
church  is  using  the  theme  “Christ  — 
Our  Present,  Past,  and  Future.” 
Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  Director  of 
Special  Ministries  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  will  deliver  the  mes¬ 
sage.  The  annual  church  banquet 
will  be  held  Friday,  April  27.  A 
fashion  show  has  also  been  planned. 
Other  highlights  include  a  motor¬ 
cade  and  jazz  style  parade  on  the 
29th  beginning  at  9:45  a.m.  A  re¬ 
ception  honoring  the  ministers,  vis¬ 
itors  and  members  will  immediately 
follow  the  Sunday  morning  worship 
service.  General  chairperson  for  the 
upcoming  event  is  Nedra  C.  Davis.  - 
Mrs.  Claire  D.  Griffin  is  the  co¬ 
chairperson.  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Da¬ 
vis  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

“Day  Spring  —  A  Time  of  New 
Beginning”  will  take  place  May  6-9, 
1990  at  First  UMC  in  Houma. 
Guest  speaker  for  the  event  is  Wes¬ 
ley  Putnam,  evangelist,  dramatist, 
singer,  and  songwriter.  Morning 
services  are  at  9  a.m.  and  10:30 


a.m.  on  Sunday,  May  6.  Evening 
services  are  at  7  p.m.  Sunday 
through  Wednesday,  May  6-9. 
Dayspring  is  an  Old  English  word 
taken  from  Luke  1:78  meaning 
“sunrise."  The  “Dayspring”  is  a 
time  of  “new  beginnings”  in  Christ 
that  incorporates  preaching,  drama, 
and  music  for  a  fresh  approach  to 
renewal.  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon  Jr.  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Members  and  friends  of  William 
B.  Reily  Memorial  University  UMC 
in  Baton  Rouge,  gathered  Palm  Sun¬ 
day  to  dedicate  the  first  phase  of  the 
church’s  long  range  building  plan. 
Ribbon-cutting  ceremonies  were 
held  following  a  brief  consecration 
service  for  the  new  70-space  park¬ 
ing  lot.  The  new  lot  doubles  the  off- 
street  parking  provided  by  the 
church  and  is  located  behind  the 
sanctuary,  accessible  from  Dalrym- 
ple  Drive  and  Carlotta  Street.  Fu¬ 
ture  phases  of  the  church's  Master 
Facilities  Plan  will  include  a  reloca¬ 
tion  of  the  chapel,  new  administra¬ 
tive  wing,  enlarged  library  facilities, 
additional  space  for  children’s  ac¬ 
tivities,  and  enhanced  landscaping 
providing  a  unified  design  for  the 
buildings  and  grounds.  Dr.  J.  Philip 
Woodland  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  will 
address  Centenary  College's  largest 
graduating  class  in  its  165-year  his¬ 
tory  at  Commencement  Exercises 
Saturday,  May  5  at  2:30  p.m.  in  the 
Gold  Dome.  Some  272  students 
will  receive  bachelor’s  and  masters 
degrees  including  the  first  Master  of 
Science  Degree  in  Geology.  At 
10:30  a.m.  there  will  be  a  coffee  for 
the  graduates  of  The  Frost  School 
of  Business  and  their  families.  At 
12:30  p.m.  there  will  be  a  picnic 
luncheon  for  all  graduates  and  their 


families  hosted  by  the  Alumni  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  Centenary  Muses. 
Following  the  commencement  exer¬ 
cises  a  reception,  honoring  the  grad¬ 
uates,  will  be  held  in  the  Gold 
Dome. 

*  *  * 

A  weekend  “Celebrate  and  Wit¬ 
ness”  emphasis  is  being  held  April 
27-29  at  Walker  UMC.  The  Admin¬ 
istrative  Council  selected  a  task 
force  to  plan  this  event,  which  has 
involved  the  entire  congregation. 
Serving  on  the  task  force  were: 
Joyce  Wilkes,  Brandi  Swann,  Betty 
Ferrington,  Jim  Kidwell,  and  Mike 
Creel.  Rev.  Mark  R.  Martin  is  pas¬ 
tor. 

*  *  ♦ 

Ten  members  of  Trinity  UMC  in 
Alexandria  recently  attended  the 
Alexandria  District  Board  of  Laity 
Banquet.  Those  attending  from 
Trinity  were:  Elva  Doyle,  Barbara 
Drago,  Eddie  Dezendorf,  Ray 
McIntosh,  Rupert  and  Barbara 
Thom,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
Beeler,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul 
Spears.  Frank  Cox  was  named  as  an 
Honorary  Associate  District  Lay 
Leader.  Everyone  had  a  great  time 
and  thoroughly  enjoyed  listening  to 
the  Centenary  College  Choir.  Rev. 
Beeler  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  members  of  LeJeune  UMC 
in  Lobdell  are  honored  to  have  Rev. 
M.  Moore  working  to  assist  them  in 
the  restructuring  of  the  church 
building.  The  group  is  more  than 
ready  to  tear  down  and  replace 
walls,  roofs,  ceilings  and  work  on 
whatever  else  needs  to  be  done.  Any 
help  with  this  important  project  is 
welcome.  For  further  information 
on  helping  LeJeune,  contact  Cherry 
at  775-8096  anytime  after  5  p.m.  or 
during  the  day  at  342-2936.  Rev. 
Clarence  Hillard  is  pastor. 
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Editorials^ 


Obey  the  Ten  What??!! 


Some  things  are  fitting  even  if 
they  are  a  bit  foolish. 

Take  the  recent  "Humanist  of  the 
Y ear”  award,  for  example. 

The  American  Humanist  Associ¬ 
ation  gave  its  annual  award  to  me¬ 
dia  entrepreneur  Ted  Turner. 

Makes  sense. 

After  all,  announcements  of  the 
award  effectively  cite  Mr.  Turner’s 
humanist  credentials.  Those  in¬ 
clude  his  proposal  to  do  away  with 
that  universal  expression  of  God’s 
law,  the  Ten  Commandments. 

In  their  place,  Mr.  Turner  recom¬ 
mends  substituting  "Ten  Voluntary 
Initiatives."  Those  “initiatives”  are 
actions  designed  to  save  the  planet 
and  preserve  the  human  race. 

We're  not  sure  whether  to  laugh 
or  cry  at  such  silliness. 

It’s  amusing  that  anyone  would 
propose  to  overrule  God’s  law — let 
alone  get  an  award  in  the  process! 

The  ageless  authority  of  the  Ten. 
Commandments  doesn’t  hinge  on 
whether  humans  approve  them. 

Generation  after  generation  has 
confirmed  their  eternal  truth,  not 
merely  as  good  advice  but  as  a  basic 
and  reliable  framework  for  promot¬ 
ing  the  goal  of  Mr.  Turner’s  “initia¬ 
tives”  and  then  some:  the 


preservation  of  life  in  its  fullness, 
both  spiritual  and  physical. 

Mr.  Turner’s  proposal  isn’t  so 
funny,  however,  when  one  consid¬ 
ers  it  as  part  of  a  subtle  but  persis¬ 
tent  human  tendency. 

That’s  the  tendency  to  make  hu¬ 
man  beings,  and  not  God,  the  yard¬ 
stick  for  how  life  should  be  lived. 

Such  a  yardstick  is  more  perilous 
than  Mr.  Turner  and  others  appear 
to  realize.  As  the  history  of  Nazi  Ger¬ 
many  demonstrated,  a  human-only 
norm  too  readily  succumbs  to  “super 
race”  delusions:  the  perverted  idea 
that  some  parts  of  the  human  race 
are  inherently  superior  to  others. 

As  Christians,  we  are  called  to  re¬ 
ject  such  perversions  as  contrary  to 
the  divine  will  that  every  human  be¬ 
ing  be  treated  as  a  child  of  God. 

Unlike  Ted  Turner,  few  of  us  who 
root  our  lives  in  God's  laws  and  their 
fulfillment  in  Jesus  Christ  are  likely  to 
win  awards  for  proclaiming  our  faith. 

We  should  do  so,  however,  and  in¬ 
vite  others  to  do  likewise,  confident 
that  future  generations  still  will  be 
grappling  with  and  benefiting  from 
the  Ten  Commandments’  wisdom. 

Might  one  have  a  similar  confi¬ 
dence  regarding  the  "Ten  Voluntary 
Initiatives”?  Let’s  get  real. 


Petition  rumor:  Save  your  dough 


It  ain’t  so,  Joe. 

You  know  the  old  story  that  Ma- 
dalyn  Murray  O’Hair  and  her  athe¬ 
ist  group  are  petitioning  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission  to 
ban  all  religious  broadcasting. 

There  was,  in  fact,  a  Petition 
RM2493  filed  during  the  1 970s  with 
the  Federal  Communications  Com¬ 
mission.  But  Ms.  O’Hair  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  Furthermore,  it  was  re¬ 
jected  by  the  FCC  Aug.  1,  1975. 

"Religious  programming  will  al¬ 
ways  be  allowed  on  television  and 
radio,”  an  FCC  representative  told 
the  Reporter.  “That  case  was  closed 
1 4  years  ago.  and  it’s  a  dead  issue.” 


But  it’s  an  issue  that  keeps  rising 
from  the  grave. 

The  old  rumor  gets  out  now  and 
again,  getting  lots  of  folks  all  stirred 
up.  Then  they  start  sending  tons  of 
mail  to  Washington — 23,526,965  let¬ 
ters  through  198j),  according  to  the 
FCC — demanding  that  the  commis¬ 
sion  reject  the  non-existent  petition. 

Save  your  dough,  Joe.  Don't  spend 
that  quarter  on  a  stamp.  There’s  no 
truth  to  it.  No  new  petition.  Nada. 

So  relax.  There  are  many  legiti¬ 
mate  issues  for  Christians  to  be¬ 
come  worked  up  over.  But  this  issue 
isn’t  one  of  them. 


My  Witnpcc 

I'm  glad  I  shared  in  holy 
experience  of  ordination 


By  MARTHA  ANN  SMITH 

I  had  the  honor  to  stand  with 
my  pastor  for  her  ordination  as 
an  elder  in  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

1  was  pleased  when  she  invited 
me  to  be  with  her,  excited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  service  where  before  I 
had  only  been  a  distant  specta¬ 
tor — often  a  very  distant  spectator. 

There  were  several  reasons  1 
was  asked  to  stand  with  her. 
Among  them  was  that  I  am  my 
congregation’s  lay  leader  and 
also  the  district  lay  leader. 

Having  known  my  pastor  for  a 
good  part  of  her  life,  I  ap¬ 
proached  the  service  with  feel¬ 
ings  of  a  supportive  friend. 

But  during  and  since  the  ser¬ 
vice,  a  different,  deeper  and 
more  significant  feeling  has  oc¬ 
curred  and  keeps  recurring. 

I  suddenly  became  aware  of 
the  responsibility  of  standing  be¬ 
fore  the  members  of  my  annual 
conference. 

I  stood  there  as  a  witness  to  my 
pastor's  call  to  the  ordained  min¬ 
istry  of  Jesus  Christ  and  to  affirm 
the  leadership  and  pastoral  skills 
that  she  offers  to  our  church. 

It  was  as  if  I  were  saying  to  oth- 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Martha  Ann  Smith  is  a 
member  of  Immanuel  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Canton,  Mo.  (Missouri 
East  Annual  Conference). 


er  lay  members  of  our  conference, 
“We  are  ordaining  this  woman, 
Sue  Watson,  this  night,  and  I  com¬ 
mend  her  to  you  for  the  role  of 
pastor,  teacher,  leader  and  friend. 
See  my  affirmation,  and  accept 
her  as  God  has  called  her.” 

And  to  the  ministerial  mem¬ 
bers,  "Welcome  Sue  into  your 
unique  fellowship.  She  offers  her¬ 
self,  her  gifts  and  graces  to  enrich 
you  all.  She  has  indeed  proved 
herself  worthy  in  practice  and 
performance.” 

It  seemed  an  awesome  respon¬ 
sibility  but  a  holy  privilege  to 
participate  in  this  way. 

I  commend  the  experience  to 
any  layperson  who  has  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  participate.  I  also 
appeal  to  the  bishops  of  our 
church  that  they  might  choose  to 
allow  laypeople  to  participate 
fully  in  ordination  services. 


Participation  in  the  ordination  of  ministers  is  an  awesome  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  a  holy  privilege  for  laity  and  clergy  alike. 


Not  only  am  I  blessed  by  my 
pastor’s  ministry  and  life.  I  hope 
and  believe  that  her  ministry  is, 
and  will  continue  to  be,  affirmed 
and  empowered  by  my — and  oth¬ 
ers’ — acceptance  and  support  as 
people  whom  she  will  endeavor  to 
serve,  strengthen  and  empower. 


The  ministry  is  of  God.  It  is  a 
calling  to  serve  humankind  in 
that  holy  name,  a  calling  shared 
by  many,  laity  and  clergy  alike. 

Surely  we  are  called  to  support 
one  to  another  in  witness,  prayer, 
service,  and  in  the  consecration  of 
our  many  and  diverse  responses. 


Here  I  Stand : 


Church  'coaches'  must  let  'players'  into  game 


By  STEPHEN  L.  MARTYN 

During  a  recent  basketball  sea¬ 
son,  one  of  my  children  sat  on  the 
bench  the  majority  of  the  time. 

The  really  funny  part  of  this 
bench-warming  exercise  was  that 
even  in  the  practice  sessions  most 
of  the  team  spent  most  of  the  time 


on  the  sidelines.  They  were  instruct¬ 
ed  by  the  coach  to  pay  attention 
and  "learn”  by  watching  a  select 
few  work  out. 

While  it  is  no  doubt  true  that  a 
measure  of  learning  can  take  place 
and  inspiration  gained  while  ob¬ 
serving  others  play,  primary  learn¬ 
ing  mainly  occurs  out  on  the  court. 


Letters  to  the  Editor . 


Great  editorial,  but  you  miscast  the  villains 


Your  April  13  editorial,  head¬ 
lined  “Kinds  of  resurrection  and 
the  Resurrection,"  is  great  except 
that  you  miscast  the  villains. 

The  obfuscation  isn’t  done  by  sec¬ 
ular  writers  but  by  church  officials, 
particularly  the  Women's  Division 
of  The  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  division  has  spent  thousands 
of  dollars  and  millions  of  words 
spreading  this  very  confusion  as 
well  as  the  confusion  between  spiri¬ 
tual  power  and  political  power. 

Explain  the  difference  to  the 
women  and  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  and  you  will 
have  done  a  great  work.  To  blame 
others  is  a  total  waste. 

In  fact,  I  think  it  would  be  an  ex¬ 
cellent  idea  to  follow-up  with  an¬ 
other  editorial  on  "empowerment” 
to  help  out  those  folks  who  have 
been  misled  over  the  years. 

Charley  Burlingame 
Taos.  New  Mexico 

'Wanna  bet?' 

To  your  rather  possessive-sound- 

What  others  are  saying; 


ing  editorial  refrain,  “But  it’s  not 
the  Resurrection!”  (see  UMR,  April 
1 3),  I  reply  in  the  spirit  of  the  pas¬ 
chal,  “wanna  bet?” 

John  J.  Auer 
Chicago,  Illinois 

You  were  too  critical 

Your  April  1 3  editorial  was  refresh¬ 
ing.  But  I  think  it  was  too  critical. 

The  Jewish  passover  reminds  us 
of  the  release  of  the  people  from 
bondage  in  Egypt.  They  were  to  be  a 
light  to  the  world. 

At  my  church’s  seder  meal  we 
were  reminded  of  the  current  events 
and  continuing  theme  of  struggle 
for  freedom. 

Richard  M.  Locke 
Evanston,  Illinois 

You  mixed  up  citation 

I  read  with  interest  the  March  1 6 
article  headlined, “Curriculum 
switching  to  new  RSV  Bible.” 

I  believe  it  needs  to  be  corrected. 
In  the  article  it  says,  "For  example. 
The  Songs  of  Solomon  5:1,  ‘I  am 
black  but  comely  . . .’” 


After  turning  to  this  chapter  and 
verse  in  several  versions  of  the  Bible, 
I  found  it  didn’t  say  that  in  The  Song 
of  Solomon  5:1  but  rather  1:5. 

Just  in  case  someone  might  think 
this  verse  refers  to  race,  I  don’t  think 
so.  Solomon  is  speaking  of  Jesus  and 
the  church. 

In  the  third  century  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  era,  this  verse  was  interpreted  as 
the  church  being  dark  or  a  dark  time 
for  the  church  and  the  “beloved”  of 
Christ. 

Thelma  Marshall 
Calvert  City,  Kentucky 

Board  is  out  of  touch 

I’m  concerned  about  the  March 
16  article  about  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  adopting  a  resolu¬ 
tion  calling  for  the  New  Revised 
Standard  Version  of  the  Bible  to  be 
the  “  ‘fundamental  translation  that 
is  used  in  every  United  Methodist 
Church  every  Sunday,’  especially 
through  curriculum  resources.” 

Here  is  another  example  of  how 
our  boards  and  agencies  are  out  of 


“From  protons  to  people,  you 
have  to  look  at  them  more  as  sub¬ 
jects  rather  than  objects.  Then  you 
can  see  much  more  easily  the  rela¬ 
tionship  of  God,  not  just  to  human 
beings  but  to  all  of  creation.  That  is 
because  God  can  be  incarnate  in 
life,  but  God  cannot  be  incarnate  in 
machinery.” 

— Professor  L.  Charles  Birch,  ecolo¬ 
gist  and  co-winner  of  the  1990  Tem¬ 
pleton  Prize  for  Progress  in  Religion 
*  *  * 

“Through  the  power  of  the  Spirit, 
John  Wesley  was  a  wise  man.  He 


knew  that  works  of  piety  devoid  of 
mercy  are  empty.  He  also  knew  that 
works  of  mercy  that  are  not  ground¬ 
ed  in  piety  soon  come  to  naught. 
Therefore,  he  sought  to  keep  the 
balance  between  the  two  and  always 
insisted  on  the  paramount  impor¬ 
tance  of  both  for  ‘the  people  called 
Methodist.’  ” 

— The  Rev.  Justo  L.  Gonzales, 
“Covenant  Discipleship  Quarterly” 
(January  1990) 

*  *  * 

“What  might  it  take  for  any  one 
of  us  to  really  claim  the  implica¬ 


tions  of  this  season?  What  would 
happen  if  any  one  of  us  gave  up 
clutching  our  invitation  to  Easter — 
you  know,  not  skipping  over  the  sad 
stuff  but  really  allowing  oneself  to 
live  through  the  peaks,  ravines, 
thorns  and  cries  of  a  person  strug¬ 
gling  to  be  faithful  to  his/her  God? 
What  if  we  really  looked  forward  to 
arriving  at  the  pearly  gates  panting, 
tattered  and  full  of  tales  of  suffering 
and  new  life,  instead  of  staying  safe 
and  clean  to  wait  our  turn?” 
—United  Methodist  Bishop  Susan 
Morrison,  Philadelphia  Area. 
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touch  with  the  membership  of  our 
churches.  How  can  the  board  adopt 
a  Bible  for  use  that  won’t  be  re¬ 
leased  until  Sept.  30?  Shouldn’t 
church  members  be  given  a  chance 
to  at  least  look  through  this  version 
before  the  board  adopts  it? 

Most  United  Methodists  in  our 
area  use  the  New  International  Ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Bible  and  consider  it 
“the  most  accurate  and  understand¬ 
able  record  of  God’s  word.” 

Any  translation  that  is  produced 
by  a  National  Council  of  Churches 
Committee  will  also  be  received 
with  much  skepticism  by  me  and 
many  other  United  Methodists. 

If  the  New  Revised  Standard  Ver¬ 
sion  turns  out  to  be  an  unacceptable 
translation,  you  can  be  sure  that  it  will 
be  rejected  by  United  Methodists  and 
that  we  will  look  for  educational  ma¬ 
terials  from  sources  based  on  a  sound 
translation  of  the  word  of  God. 

Philip  Eubanks 
Ardmore,  Alabama 

What  about  winning  souls? 

I’m  tired  of  hearing  our  church 
through  the  Reporter  talk  about  po¬ 
litical  and  social  issues  all  the  time! 

Though  some  such  talk  is  needed, 
I  see  our  church  making  political 
and  social  issues  the  chief  aim  of  its 
ministry.  That  is  wrong. 

Whatever  happened  to  winning 
souls  for  Jesus  Christ  and  the  king¬ 
dom? 

William  D.  Cummings 
Madison,  Tennessee 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  heavens  are  telling  the  glory 
of  God;  and  the  firmament  pro¬ 
claims  his  handiwork.”  (RSV) 


Only  through  actual  handling  of 
the  ball — time  and  time  again — can 
the  experience  be  gained  that  is  nec¬ 
essary  for  competency. 

You  can  watch  all  you  want,  but 
“hands  on  playing”  is  what  it  takes  to 
develop  a  confident  player.  It  was  a 
disappointing  season  for  my  child. 

Lest  I  seem  too  judgmental,  how¬ 
ever,  the  point  that  struck  me  was 
that,  as  a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter,  I  have  done  the  same  thing  as 
the  coach. 

I've  kept  most  on  sidelines 

I  realized  that  I  have  put  people  in 
the  pew,  told  them  to  pay  attention 
and  then  instructed  them.  Of  necessi¬ 
ty,  I  have  brought  a  few  out  onto  the 
court  to  help  get  the  work  of  the 
church  done.  But  by  and  large  I  have 
kept  most  on  the  sidelines. 

What  dawned  upon  me  is  that  we 
“coaches”  of  the  church  have 
brought  very,  very  few  players  into 
the  game.  For  the  most  part  we 
have  let  the  preachers  and  a  handful 
of  professionals  have  all  the  court 
time  and  have  asked  the  majority  of 
the  church  to  sit  on  the  sidelines 
and  passively  watch. 

We  love  it  when  the  crowd  cheers 
and  increases  their  ticket  prices,  but 
we  are  not  real  sure  about  letting 
them  play  in  the  game. 

It  the  church  is  to  be  faithful  to 
her  task,  the  people  of  God  must  be 
given  the  ball,  must  be  brought  into 
the  practice  sessions,  must  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  play  in  the  games. 

Here  is  the  call  of  this  decade  and 
of  the  century  to  come:  Equip  the 
saints  “for  the  work  of  ministry” 
(Ephesians  4:12),  and  then  turn 
them  loose  and  let  them  play. 

The  time  should  be  long  past 
when  the  worship  service  is  directed 
primarily  by  the  pastor  and  a  few 
others.  And  the  concept  of  only  the 
pastor  visiting,  counseling,  minis- 
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(Last  week's  answer:  Ephesians  5:32) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  30 

Monday:  Psalms  1 16:12-19 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 1 7 
Wednesday:  Acts  2: 1 4a,  36-4 1 
Thursday:  Acts  2:42-47 
Friday:  Luke  24: 1 3-35 
Saturday:  Luke  24:36-53 
Sunday:  1  Peter  1:17-23 


VITAL 

CONGREGATIONS  . 


DISCIPLES  ^ 

Gathering 

SfckJb  Celebra le and  W itne: 


Join  5,000  United  Methodists  from  Around  the  World 
The  Council  of  Bishops  Invites  You  to 
THE  GATHERING 

For  Making  Vital  Congregations  and  Faithful  Disciples 
October  31  -  November  4,  1990 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Four  worship  services,  three  general  sessions,  an  extensive  resource 
center,  and  273  practical  small-group  learning  options  will  help  your 
church  become  a  vital  congregation. 

Contact:  Kerry  Blackwood,  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  P.O.  Box  340.  Nashville.  TN  37202 
Phone:  615-340-7597 


' Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 
The  Rev.  Stephen  L. 
Martyn  is  pastor  of 
Idalou  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Ida¬ 
lou,  Texas  (Northwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 

tering,  administering  should  be  giv¬ 
en  up  as  a  form  of  leadership  that  is 
unfaithful  to  the  very  heart  and 
mission  of  the  church. 

If  the  Reformation  stood  for  any¬ 
thing,  it  stood  for  the  right  of  all  the 
people  of  God  to  handle  the  things 
of  God — not  just  a  select  few. 

We  live  in  a  day  and  time  when 
humanity  is  not  helped  by  more 
“knowing"  divorced  from  everyday 
life  experience  or  by  more  “observ¬ 
ing”  devoid  of  actual  participation. 

Only  by  handling  the  means  of 
grace  and  by  being  equipped  to 
serve  in  a  self-donating  way  will 
church  members  be  able  to  unfold 
in  fidelity  to  Christ  and  the  church. 

Winds  of  renewal  are  afloat 

There  are  marvelous  winds  of  re¬ 
newal  afloat  in  our  beloved  church 
today.  They  gently  whisper  through 
Covenant  Discipleship  groups  and 
Emmaus  Walks,  through  disciple¬ 
ship,  lay  pastors,  spiritual  forma¬ 
tion  academies,  lay  speakers  and  a 
host  of  other  currents. 

Our  job  as  professionals  in  the 
church  isn’t  merely  to  instruct  the 
crown  or  put  on  a  show.  We  are 
called  to  enable  people  under  our 
care  to  move  into  their  own  unique 
positions  within  the  court  of  God’s 
creation  and  claim  their  true  voca¬ 
tion  in  His  ever  unfolding  love. 


i 
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Faith  in  the  world 
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Faith 


watch 


Ralph  Abernathy 


UNITED  METHODISTS  IN  FIRE: 

Four  United  Methodists  were  thought  to  have 
died  in  a  fire  aboard  a  Danish  North  Sea  ferry 
April  8.  Bjorn  and  Britt  Wolstad,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  missionaries  in 
Zaire  in  the  late  1960s,  were  reported  among 
the  170  or  more  dead.  Mr.  Wolstad  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Norwegian  Mission  Board.  Also 
aboard  the  ship  were  United  Methodists  Randi 
and  Ole  Loe.  Mary  Sue  Robinson,  United 
Methodist  missions  executive  for  Europe,  said  a 
memorial  service  was  conducted  last  week  at 
Ost  Aasen  (Norway)  United  Methodist  Church. 

CIVIL-RIGHTS  LEADER  DIES: 

The  Rev.  Ralph  David  Abernathy,  co-founder 
of  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference, 
died  of  heart  failure  in  an 
Atlanta  hospital  on  April 
17.  The  pastor  of  the  West 
Hunter  Street  Baptist 
Church  in  Atlanta  was  64. 

Dr.  Abernathy  founded  the 
civil-rights  organization  in 
1957  with  the  Rev.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  following  the  Montgomery 
(Ala.)  bus  boycott.  He  became  president  of  the 
organization  after  Dr.  King  was  assassinated  in 
1968,  serving  until  1977.  The  Rev.  Joseph  E. 
Lowery,  pastor  of  Cascade  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Atlanta  and  current  president  of  the 
leadership  conference,  called  Dr.  Abernathy  “a 
stalwart  soldier  and  fearless  fighter  in  the  war 
against  injustice  and  bigotry.” 

CHILDREN'S  HOME  FINED:  a 

United  Methodist  children’s  home  in  North 
Georgia  has  until  April  27  to  correct  a  series  of 
deficiencies.  The  Georgia  Department  of  Hu¬ 
man  Resources  cited  Murphy-Harpst  Vashti 
Inc.  in  Cedartown  April  6  for  lack  of  specific 
documentation  about  medications  given  to  chil¬ 
dren  and  for  health  and  safety  violations.  The 
home  is  one  of  the  state’s  largest  facilities  for 
emotionally  disturbed  children.  It  must  also  pay 
a  $300  fine  for  a  previous  charge  of  physical 
abuse  of  a  child  by  a  former  staff  member.  Lula 
Garrett  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  National  Program  Division,  which  oper¬ 
ates  the  facility,  said  her  staff  has  been  in 
constant  contact  with  the  home's  staff  and  will 
work  with  the  agency  to  resolve  the  problems 
immediately. 

DRUG  PROGRAM  BACKED:  a 

community-based  program  to  combat  drug 
abuse  is  “what  really  works,”  a  key  U.S.  official 
told  United  Methodist  leaders  April  4.  But  Jose 
O.  Marquez  of  the  Office  of  National  Drug 
Control  Policy  told  the  church  officials  that,  al¬ 
though  effective,  the  “reality  is  that  such  local 
programs  will  have  to  be  self-sufficient”  in 
funding.  He  cited  a  special  campaign  against 
drugs  by  bishops  of  the  9.7-million-member  de¬ 
nomination  as  the  kind  of  program  he  meant. 
The  United  Methodists  left  the  meeting  with  a 
promise  from  Mr.  Marquez  to  “do  all  we  can” 
for  the  church’s  drug  initiative. 

AFRICAN  SCHOOL  DELAYED: 

Opening  day  for  the  proposed  United  Method¬ 
ist  university  in  Zimbabwe  has  been  postponed 
until  March  1992.  The  university  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  recently  voted  to  delay  the  opening  so 
classes  could  begin  in  four  academic  units  in¬ 
stead  of  two.  In  addition,  the  delay  would  allow 
ample  time  for  the  government  to  approve  the 
project.  The  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ireson,  chief  staff 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  said 
construction  of  buildings  couldn’t  begin  until 
the  government  granted  the  final  charter.  That 
move  is  expected  later  this  year. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Look  out,  Kansas  City,  here  they  come! 

Registrations  close  early  after  10,000  UM  women  sign  up  for  1990  Assembly 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 


Get  ready  Kansas  City,  Mo.! 
Some  10,000  United  Methodist 
Women  are  counting  the  days  to 
their  1990  Assembly  there  May 
3-6. 


Officials  at  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Women’s 
Division  said  these  participants 
are  so  anxious  to  attend  the  in¬ 
ternational  meeting — held  every 
four  years — that  registration 
closed  about  six  weeks  earlier 
than  the  March  16  deadline. 


"We  had  to  turn  away  about 
2,500  people,”  said  Erma  Owens, 
assistant  manager  for  the  assem¬ 
bly  business  office  in  Cincinnati. 
“When  we  get  cancellations  in, 
we  call  the  conference  presidents 
and  ask  them  if  there’s  anyone 
who  still  wants  to  go.” 


Women's  assembly  to  feature  variety 


The  Assembly  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  will  feature: 

■  Women  representing  nearly 
every  continent.  At  least  80  inter¬ 
national  participants  are  regis¬ 
tered,  50  of  whom  are  guests  of 
the  mission  board’s  Women’s 
and  World  Division. 

■  Sixty-three  focus  groups  un¬ 
der  such  themes  as  “Toward 
Harmony  with  God,"  “Toward 
Harmony  with  Creation.”  “To¬ 
ward  Harmony  with  Each  Oth¬ 
er,”  “Toward  Harmony  with 
Ourselves”  and  "Toward  Har¬ 
mony  with  the  Purpose  of  United 
Methodist  Women.” 

■  A  6-foot-tall  UMW  member¬ 
ship  wall  in  H.  Roe  Bartle  Exhib¬ 
it  Hall.  It  is  to  contain  the  names 
of  all  the  members  of  annual  con¬ 
ference  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 


en  who  wanted  to  be  a  part  of  the 
1990  Assembly.  At  least  750,000 
names  are  reported  to  be  careful¬ 
ly  placed  on  boards  that  are  to 
line  the  exhibit  area. 

■  Children's  art  exhibition  rep¬ 
resenting  all  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences. 

Joyce  Sohl,  Women’s  Division 
treasurer,  said  the  exhibit  hall 
would  display  the  winners  of  a 
children’s  art  contest  conducted 


in  the  72  U.S.  annual  confer¬ 
ences.  One  annual  conference 
had  more  than  500  entries  and 
had  to  choose  only  one  to  submit 
from  the  three  age-level  catego¬ 
ries. 

■  An  indoor  beach  where  wom¬ 
en  can  sit  and  discuss  environ¬ 
mental  issues,  such  as  toxic  waste 
dumping,  pollution,  etc.  They  are 
to  be  entertained  by  children’s 
performing  programs  around  is¬ 
sues  of  the  environment. 

■  Mission  displays  highlight¬ 
ing  all  National  Council  of 
Churches-sponsored  mission 
studies  for  the  past  10  years.  Mis¬ 
sion  booths  are  to  feature  Meth¬ 
odist  women  and  children  from 
around  the  globe. 

■  Interpreters  during  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  in  French,  Spanish, 
Korean  and  sign  language. 


Ms.  Owens  said  the  Women’s 
Division  prepared  for  10,000 
women,  based  on  estimates  from 
previous  assemblies.  The  regis¬ 
tration  office  had  processed 
checks  and  registration  forms  for 
that  number  as  of  Feb.  7. 

The  business  office  cut  off  the 
registration  at  10,100,  Ms.  Ow¬ 
ens  said,  based  on  the  number  of 
seats  that  could  be  placed  in  the 
municipal  auditorium  where  the 
worship  service  is  to  be  held. 

Ms.  Owens  said  the  Kansas 
City  meeting  is  expected  to  be 
one  of  the  biggest  gatherings  ever 
held  by  the  Women’s  Division. 
She  should  know.  She  served  as 
assembly  business  manager  from 
1970-1986. 

“We’ve  had  10.000  people  at¬ 
tending  these  meetings  before.” 
Ms.  Owens  said.  “In  Philadel¬ 
phia  in  1982,  we  had  10,200. 

Anaheim  was  limited 

“In  Anaheim  [Calif.]  in  1986, 
we  could  only  take  8,600.  Some 
people  were  turned  away  from 
Anaheim,  but  not  this  early  be¬ 
fore  the  actual  event.” 

Ms.  Owens  attributes  the  early 
registration  to  the  success  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 


tries  Global  Gathering  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.  in  1  987.  It  was 
attended  by  about  4,000  people. 
The  mission  board  had  to  turn 
away  people  from  that  meeting 
as  well  because  of  larger-than-ex- 
pected  registration. 

Ms.  Owens  also  noted  that 
Kansas  City  is  centrally  located 
and  easy  to  reach  by  nearly  every 
mode  of  travel. 

What's  the  appeal? 

Just  what  made  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Assembly  so 
appealing  to  10,000  women? 

"The  theme  of  the  assembly, 
’Witnesses  to  a  New  World,’  is 
exciting,”  said  Ms.  Owens. 
"Along  with  the  theme,  we’re 
featuring  a  journal  book,  called 
‘The  Witness  Within.’  ” 

■  Instead  of  asking  the  women  to 
read  a  particular  book  to  prepare 
for  the  assembly,  participants 
were  asked  to  make  one  by  enter¬ 
ing  their  thoughts  into  a  journal. 
Each  page  begins  with  Scripture, 
poetry  or  a  notable  quote. 

"We  know  that  the  women  are 
interested  in  the  journal  because 
if  they  don’t  get  it.  they  call  and 
tell  us  to  hurry  and  send  it,”  said 
Ms.  Owens. 


Historic  'walk'  is  planned 
for  racially  torn  S.  Africa 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  are  to  make 
a  historic  “walk”  this  fall  to  ra¬ 
cially  troubled  South  Africa. 

A  spiritual  development  pro¬ 
gram,  Walk  to  Emmaus,  has  com¬ 
pleted  preliminary  arrangements 
for  its  First  retreats  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca,  said  the  Rev.  Eugene  Blair.  He 
is  dean  of  The  Upper  Room  Cha¬ 
pel  and  coordinator  of  the  South 
African  event. 

Emmaus,  an  interdenomina¬ 
tional  “short  course  in  Christian 
faith,”  is  administered  by  The 
Upper  Room,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

Taking  the  spiritual  formation 
program  to  South  Africa  when 
the  country  is  struggling  to  dis¬ 
mantle  apartheid  is  a  significant 
witness,  said  Mr.  Blair. 

“This  first  event  will  ‘seed’  the 
Emmaus  program  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca,”  he  explained.  “Perhaps  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Walk  to  Em¬ 
maus,  the  kingdom  of  God  may 


continue  to  be  revealed  in  a  na¬ 
tion  where  death  and  suffering 
are  an  everyday  reality.” 

Mr.  Blair  said  that  multiracial 
teams  from  the  United  States 
would  lead  the  men’s  and  wom¬ 
en's  retreats.  Both  retreats  are  to 
have  multiracial  participation. 

The  groups  are  separated  be¬ 
cause  participants  live  and  study 
communally  during  the  intensive 
three-day  retreat,  usually  N*-held 
Friday  through  Sunday. 

Retreats  and  training  sessions 
for  South  African  leaders  for  future 
walks  are  to  take  place  Oct.  1-15  at 
Delmas  Retreat  Center  outside  Jo¬ 
hannesburg,  Mr.  Blair  said. 

Walk  to  Emmaus  was  officially 
invited  to  South  Africa  by  Bishop 
Stanley  Mogoba,  presiding  bishop 
of  The  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa,  Mr.  Blair  said. 

The  South  African  event  also 
has  the  backing  of  the  Rev.  H. 
Eddie  Fox,  director  of  world 
evangelism  for  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council,  Mr.  Blair  said. 

Registration  and  on-site  ar¬ 
rangements  for  Walk  to  Emmaus 


in  South  Africa  are  being  coordi¬ 
nated  by  Richard  Bozart,  an 
American  Volunteer  in  Mission 
from  Texas,  and  the  Rev.  Isron 
Thlolwe,  a  South  African  Meth¬ 
odist  clergyman  in  Johannesburg. 

Leaders  of  the  men’s  retreat 
are  coming  mainly  from  central 
Texas,  Mr.  Blair  said.  They  are 
to  be  supervised  by  layman  Mike 
Ford  of  Glen  Rose,  Texas. 

Leaders^of  the  women's  retreat 
are  coming  from  Cincinnati,  Mr. 
Blair  said.  They  are  to  be  super¬ 
vised  by  LaGretta  Bjorn,  a  lay  di¬ 
rector  with  the  Greater 
Cincinnati  Emmaus  Community. 

In  addition,  one  leader  from 
Australia  and  two  from  Zimba¬ 
bwe  are  expected  to  meet  the 
Americans  in  Johannesburg,  Mr. 
Blair  said. 

All  are  volunteers  who  have 
agreed  to  raise  their  own  ex¬ 
penses.  Mr.  Blair  estimated  the 
cost  of  the  trip  at  about  $1,600 
per  person. 

The  event  has  been  in  the  mak¬ 
ing  since  1987. 


You  can  help  send  Emmaus  ministry 


You  and  your  local  United  of  the  South  African  retreat. 


Methodist  congregation  can  help 
send  the  Walk  to  Emmaus  to 
South  Africa. 

First,  “we  need  your  prayers,” 
said  the  Rev.  Eugene  Blair  of  The 
Upper  Room.  He  is  coordinator 


Second,  donations  will  help 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  40  volun¬ 
teers  from  the  United  States  who 
will  lead  the  South  African  re¬ 
treats. 

Mr.  Blair  said  donations  may 


be  made  out  to  “Emmaus  Walk 
to  South  Africa  Fund,"  and  sent 
to  him  at  The  Upper  Room,  P.O. 
Box  189.  Nashville,  Tenn. 
37202-0189. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Take  Gospel  story 
to  those  who  need  it, 
seminary  prexy  says 


By  DENISE  J.  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA  —  Mission 
evangelism  for  the  1990s 
mustn’t  focus  on  people  who 
want  it  most  but  on  those 
who  need  it  most. 

That  was  the  assessment  of 
the  Rev,  Leonard  I.  Sweet, 
president  of  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  United  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  during  a  mission  sym¬ 
posium  dedicating  the  new 
United  Methodist  Mission 
Resource  Center  April  9-1 1. 

The  key  to  mission  evange¬ 
lism  for  the  ’90s,  he  said,  is 
to  use  "geomantic  evange¬ 
lism.”  He  described  that  as 
the  concept  that  global  space 
is  the  place  to  preach  the 
Gospel. 

“When  the  church  extends 
what  might  be  called  an  emp¬ 
ty-shoulders,  open-door,  full- 
tables  hospitality  to  all 
guests,  and  therefore  to  God, 
to  come  in  from  the  cold,  the 
spacial  heresy  of  the  modem 
church  will  have  been 
smashed  and  its  rolling-stone 
missionary  career  halted,” 
Dr.  Sweet  said. 

Dr.  Sweet  offered  six 
guidelines  for  “geomantic 


evangelism”: 

Y  It  cannot  consist  of 
“playing  home  games  to 
home  crowds.”  Rather,  the 
church  “must  play  the  game 
on  other  grounds,  away  from 
our  own  cultural  climates.” 

Y  People  “must  hear 
God’s  story,  not  our  story. 
We  must  have  evangelization 
based  on  receiving  instead  of 
giving.  That  means  receiving 
diversity  about  how  God's 
story  can  be  told  in  different 
ways.” 

/  Mission  evangelism 
must  be  “natural  and  gra¬ 
cious,  not  contrite,  not  a 
duty  but  a  delight.” 

“The  church’s  mission  ex¬ 
ploded  because  the  early 
Christian  messengers  and  be¬ 
lievers  began  gossiping  the 
Gospel,”  Dr.  Sweet  said. 
"Theologians  are  simply  peo¬ 
ple  who  gossip  about  God.” 

Y  Mission  evangelism  is 
“not  a  technique  but  grace.  It 
is  not  a  form  of  advertising.” 

Y  Mission  evangelism  has 
its  essence  “not  in  the  trans¬ 
mission  of  information  but 
in  the  real  presence  of 
Christ.” 

Y  Mission  evangelism 
should  be  “less  one  on  one 
and  more  two  by  two.” 


TEXAS  CONFERENCE 
CHOIR  CLINIC 

June  4-8 

Lakeview  Methodist 
Conference  Center 
Palestine.  Texas 

Vocal,  instrumental,  hand¬ 
bell,  and  organ  music  with 
a  master  class  in  "choral 
CHOIR  techniques'  taught  by 
CLINIC  Bev.  Henson. 

Clinicians  Paul  Oakley.  David 
Davidson,  John  Hemmenway. 

Pat  Messick.  Randy  McChesney. 
Michael  Bedford  and  Kay  Cook. 

Fa  information:  contact  Carol  Pope 
(409)  846-3340 


Reporter  garners  4  top  awards 
in  international  journalism  meet 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


By  JOHN  LOVELACE 

Managing  Editor 

NASHVILLE — The  “new  and 
improved”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  won  four  top  awards  April  1 8 
in  an  international  journalism  com¬ 
petition  sponsored  by  the  Associat¬ 
ed  Church  Press. 

In  the  newspaper  category,  the  Re¬ 
porter  won  awards  of  merit  for  best 
news  story,  best  front  page  and  most 
improved  publication. 


Celebrate  your 
ministry.  •  • 

effectively  through 

•Publications 
•Signage 
•Media 


Tom  Gibson  or  Susanne  Aikman 

(214) 630-6495 

2520  W.  Commerce  Sf.  •  P.O.  Box  222198 
Dallas,  TX  75222 

a  division  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


In  a  larger  competition  against 
newspapers,  magazines  and  news¬ 
letters,  the  Reporter  won  for  best 
critical  review  article. 

Against  53  other  entries  in  the 
news-story  category.  Associate  Edi¬ 
tors  Cynthia  B.  Astle,  Denise  John¬ 
son  Stovall  and  Glen  Larum  were 
cited  for  their  news  coverage  of  how 
United  Methodists  reached  out  to 
victims  of  Hurricane  Hugo  last  Sep¬ 
tember. 

Judges  said  the  newspaper  "did  a 
terrific  job  of  covering  this  unprece¬ 
dented  event." 

The  judges  noted  that  the  Report¬ 
er  “devoted  significant  appropriate 
space  and  had  up  to  eight  stories  in¬ 
cluding  breakouts,  first-person  sto¬ 
ries  and  editorials  related  to  the 
storm’s  aftermath.” 

In  the  “most  improved"  competi¬ 
tion,  the  Reporter  won  over  eight 
other  entries.  Judges  said  the  news¬ 
paper  “has  sharpened  its  presenta- 
tion  within  the  confines  of  its 
weekly  four  pages.” 

They  added,  "What  looked  like  a 
traditional  small-town  paper  is  a 
more  contemporary,  information 


packed  publication." 

The  Reporter’s  winning  entry  in 
the  best  newspaper  front  page  cate¬ 
gory  over  nine  other  competitors 
was  from  June  16,  1989. 

Judges  said  this  issue  “not  only  pro¬ 
vides  its  readers  with  good  coverage 
but  also  understands  . . .  packaging, 
use  of  art,  explanatory  graphics  and 
layout  of  stories.” 

In  the  critical  review  category  (16 
entries  from  newspapers  and  maga¬ 
zines).  Ms.  Astle  won  for  her  review 
of  a  televised  version  of  “A  Raisin 
in  the  Sun.” 

“This  excellent  review  is  charac¬ 
terized  by  colorful  writing  and  a 
strong  expression  of  opinion  that 
leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the  reviewer’s 
position,"  the  judge’s  citation  said. 
“This  review  is  short,  to  the  point 
and  clearly  tells  you  what  the  TV 
drama  is  about.” 

The  Associated  Church  Press  is 
made  up  of  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  publications  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  Its  annual  awards 
are  among  the  most  coveted  in  reli¬ 
gious  journalism. 


watch  UMs  reach  out  to  Hugo's  victims 

.JSJg.’TJfXUVl- j,  Churches  ,  “2^2^227 

in  Carolina 


Reports  about  United  Methodist  outreach  to  victims  of  Hurricane 
Hugo  win  recognition  for  best  news  coverage. 
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Faith 

^connections 

SEMINARY  PRESIDENT:  a  six-term 
member  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  is 
to  be  the  new  president  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont 
(Calif).  The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Edgar,  a  ministeri¬ 
al  member  of  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference,  is  to  succeed  the  Rev.  Richard  W. 
Cain  July  1.  Dr.  Edgar,  46,  is  to  be  the  semin¬ 
ary  s  fourth  president.  Dr.  Cain  is  planning  to 
take  a  sabbatical  study  leave  at  Oxford  Univer¬ 
sity,  then  announce  future  plans. 

MISSION  TO  THE  U.S.:  a  lifelong 

United  Methodist  who  created  the  first  journal 
ism  school  in  Zimbabwel  “ 
has  begun  a  three-year  as-| 
signment  with  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Ezekiel  Makunike  is  writing 
for  “New  World  Outlook,” 
the  bimonthly  United 
Methodist  missions  maga¬ 
zine.  He  also  plans  to  boostj 
the  proposed  Africa  Uni-  EzekTel  Makunike 
versity,  which  is  to  be  built  about  1 9  miles  from 
his  home  in  Mutare.  His  wife,  Ella,  is  working 
with  the  Women’s  Division  office  at  the  Church 
Center  for  the  United  Nations. 

BLACK  MUSIC  STUDY  IS  SET: 

Church  music  and  worship  of  black  Americans 
is  to  be  the  centerpiece  of  a  pioneer  United 
Methodist  workshop  July  23-27.  The  “Black 
School  of  Sacred  Music"  is  to  convene  at  the  de¬ 
nomination's  Gulfside  Assembly,  Waveland, 
Miss.  William  Farley  Smith,  minister  of  music 
at  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
York  City,  is  director  of  the  project. 

CHURCH  HISTORY:  Need  help  to 
write  a  history  of  your  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation?  Then  write  for  "How  to  Write  Local 
Church  History"  by  the  Rev.  Frederick  A.  Ma¬ 
ser.  The  booklet  is  available  from  the  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History,  P.O.  Box 
127.  Madison,  N.J.  Cost  is  $1.25,  including 
postage.  Dr.  Maser  is  a  retired  clergy  member  of 
the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference 
and  a  noted  historian  of  Methodism  and  the 
Wesleys.  The  booklet  is  based  on  a  workshop  he 
presented  at  the  first  churchwide  historical  con¬ 
vocation  last  summer  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

CHRISTIAN  UNITY:  Liberal,  main¬ 
line  Christians  must  converse  with  conservatives 
in  their  denominations  as  part  of  the  quest  for 
Christian  unity.  That  was  the  message  to  40  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  theologians  and  ecumenical  leaders 
at  a  recent  consultation  in  Madison,  Wis.  Howev¬ 
er,  consultation  participants  were  cautioned  to 
distinguish  between  conservative  Christians  and 
people  who  may  use  religion  as  a  front  to  push 
agendas  of  racism,  militarism,  sexism  and  disuni¬ 
ty.  The  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
the  General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  and  United  Methodist- 
related  seminaries  cosponsored  the  event. 


MANAGER  NAMED:  The  Rev.  Brad¬ 
ford  L.  Motta  has  been  named  manager  of 
teacher  and  leader  development  for  Church 
School  Publications  and  the  Section  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  and  Age-Level  Ministries  at  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship.  He  is  a  clergy 
member  of  the  Northern  New  Jersey  Annual 
Conference. 
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Prayer  program  'shields'  police  officers 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

"Make  my  day. ...” 

Clint  Eastwood  made  that  phrase  fam¬ 
ous  as  police  officer  “Dirty  Harry”  Calla¬ 
han  snarling  at  miscreants  in  movies. 

Citizens  in  “Shield  a  Badge  with 
Prayer"  programs  in  a  dozen  places  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada  are  “mak¬ 
ing  the  day"  of  law  enforcement  officials 
but  in  a  good  way,  according  to  police 
chiefs. 

A  couple  in  Arlington,  Texas — Peter 
and  Bernadette  Henz — began  the  pro¬ 
gram  to  "do  something"  to  show  concern 
for  three  of  their  sons  who  are  policemen. 

The  idea  is  simple:  Citizens  make  a 
covenant  to  pray  daily  for  a  year  for  a 
specific  officer  and  his  or  her  family — 
but  only  with  the  officer’s  permission. 
No  contact  is  expected  with  the  officer. 

If  the  officer  wishes  to  contact  the  per¬ 
son  praying  for  him  or  her,  it  is  up  to  the 
officer,  Mrs.  Henz  told  the  Reporter. 

David  Kunkle,  police  chief  in  Arling¬ 
ton,  said  he  frequently  knows  his  prayer 
partner  is  thinking  about  him. 

Contacts  make  day 

“1  will  get  correspondence  on  some 
sort  of  regular  basis,  like  on  my  birthday 
and  holidays,"  the  chief  said.  “You 
know,  when  you  get  that  kind  of  letter  or 
a  card,  it  just  makes  your  day.” 

The  Arlington  department  has  350  of¬ 
ficers. 

“I  think  all  of  the  officers  have  been 


utes  these  cards  to  help  remind  citi¬ 
zens  of  their  covenant  to  pray  daily 
for  the  safety  and  well-being  of  a  po¬ 
lice  officer. 

adopted,”  Mr.  Kunkle  said.  “It’s  really 
appreciated." 

Almost  from  the  beginning,  the  Henzes 
said  they  realized  the  idea  was  bigger 
than  they  could  handle  alone. 

They  began  enlisting  volunteers  from 
their  church,  St.  Matthew  Roman  Catho¬ 


lic  Church,  to  pray  for  Arlington  police 
officers  by  name  and  badge  number. 
Each  volunteer  was  asked  to  pray  that  the 
officer  will  be  safe  and  will  use  good 
judgment,  wisdom  and  compassion. 

“And  we  pray  for  their  families,  espe¬ 
cially,"  Mr.  Henz  added. 

“Guideposts”  magazine  carried  an  ar¬ 
ticle  in  its  August  1989  issue  about  the 
Henzes'  idea,  and  it  spread  quickly. 
Christian  and  Jewish  congregations 
around  the  United  States  and  Canada 
have  adopted  the  concept. 

Effort  goes  'great  guns' 

David  M.  Gellatly,  chief  of  the  330-of- 
ficer  Savannah,  Ga.,  department,  said 
the  Shield  a  Badge  program  there  is  “go¬ 
ing  great  guns.” 

Mr.  Gellatly  said  that  when  the  officers 
were  asked  if  they  wanted  somebody 
praying  for  them,  not  a  one  said  no. 

"We  appreciate  that  someone  in  the 
community  cares  whether  we  live  or 
die,”  the  chief  said. 

It  was  that  kind  of  care  that  led  Albert 
E.  Clark,  a  Savannah  lawyer,  to  write  to 
the  Henzes  and  ask  permission  to  begin  a 
“chapter." 

Mr.  Clark  said  one  of  his  friends, 
young  police  officer  Mark  A.  MacPhail, 
was  working  a  second  job  and  “tried  to 
break  up  a  fight  over  a  can  of  beer.” 

In  the  process,  Mr.  Clark  said,  “An  as¬ 
sailant  shot  him  in  the  chest,  then,  when 
he  was  down  and  trying  to  get  up,  shot 
him  point-blank  in  the  face. 

“As  I  was  trying  to  come  to  grips  with 


this  senseless  death  of  a  fine  young  man, 
I  read  the  article  in  ‘Guideposts’  and 
wrote  to  the  Henzes.” 

Prayers  affect  community 

Harold  V.L.  Basse,  chief  of  the  630- 
member  Waterloo  Regional  Police  De¬ 
partment  at  Kitchener,  Ontario,  said  the 
year-old  program  has  had  a  profound  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  department  and  the  seven 
municipalities  it  serves. 

-  “The  number  of  complaints  against  of¬ 
ficers  has  dropped  dramatically,”  Mr. 
Basse  said.  "Accidents  involving  police 
vehicles  declined  from  an  average  of 
more  than  200  a  year  to  only  two  last 
year. 

"It  changes  the  attitude  of  the  officer 
toward  the  community  to  have  someone 
care  enough  to  pray  for  them,  and  in  turn 
it  changes  attitudes  in  the  community  to¬ 
ward  the  officers.” 

In  Owosso,  Mich.,  the  Rev.  Stephen 
Thomsen,  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  and 
police  chaplain,  said  the  program  is 
about  a  year  old. 

“It  brings  the  officers  an  awareness  of 
the  dignity  of  their  job,”  he  said.  “They 
see  meaning  in  what  they  do — perhaps 
specifically  because  the  community  val¬ 
ues  what  they  do.” 

In  Dallas  police  Senior  CpI.  Randy  Lo¬ 
boda  has  someone  praying  for  him. 

“It  can  be  pretty  weird  out  there,”  Mr. 
Loboda  said.  “You  can't  imagine  how 
important  it  is  to  know  somebody  cares 
enough  about  you  to  pray  for  you  every 
day." 


TV  documentary  examines  camp-meeting  tradition 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Picture  this:  You  gather  up 
your  family;  load  baskets  of 
food,  quilts  and  a  tent;  and 
prepare  for  a  journey  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miles. 

Sound  like  the  outset  of  a 
camping  trip?  It  is — of  sorts. 
It’s  what  Methodist  pioneers 
did  to  reach  the  preaching, 
prayer,  praise  and  fellowship 
of  a  “camp  meeting”  in  Amer¬ 
ica’s  early  days. 

The  camp  meeting’s  con¬ 
temporary  incarnation  is  fea¬ 
tured  in  a  new  documentary, 
“Come  Hungry,  Come 
Thirsty,”  to  be  aired  on  the 
Public  Broadcasting  System. 

The  documentary  is  to  be 
transmitted  by  satellite  to  PBS 
stations  at  6:30  p.m.  May  6. 
Local  stations  may  show  it 
then  or  record  it  for  later 
broadcast. 

“Come  Hungry,  Come 
Thirsty”  is  the  brainchild  of 
Dr.  Melvin  R.  Mason,  a  life¬ 
long  United  Methodist  and 
professor  of  English  at  Sam 
Houston  State  University  in 
Huntsville,  Texas. 

“I've  always  been  fascinated 


by  the  camp  meeting  tradi¬ 
tion,”  Dr.  Mason  said.  “There 
are  historic  sites  throughout 
the  United  States — such  as 
Martha's  Vineyard,  Mass., 
and  Ocean  Grove,  N.J  — 
where  camp  meetings  contin¬ 
ue  to  be  held.” 

The  half-hour  documentary 
traces  the  history  of  four  sites 
in  Texas  and  their  place  in  the 
American  religious  tradition. 

One  site,  on  Cherokee  Creek 
between  Bend  and  Chappell, 
Texas,  has  been  the  location 
for  annual  Methodist  meetings 
for  1 3 1  years. 

United  Methodists  also  gath¬ 
er  at  the  interdenominational 
Bloys  Camp  Meeting  in  the 
Davis  Mountains  of  west  Tex¬ 
as.  Bloys  is  sometimes  called 
"the  Cowboys’  Camp  Meet¬ 
ing.”  That's  because  the  Rev. 
W.B.  Bloys,  the  camp’s  Presby¬ 
terian  founder,  preached  from 
horseback  to  local  ranchers. 

Dr.  Mason  said  he  often  was 
impressed  by  how  the  meetings 
resemble  "homecomings  of  an 
extremely  extended  family.” 

Dr.  Mason  said  his  produc¬ 
tion  team  for  the  documentary 
went  to  great  lengths  to  respect 


the  camp  meetings  they  filmed. 

“It  was  much  more  impor¬ 
tant  to  us  to  maintain  a  good 
relationship  and  not  to  intrude 
upon  the  worship,”  he  ex¬ 
plained. 

Dr.  Mason  was  assisted  in 
writing  the  documentary  by 
Terry  Bilhartz,  an  assistant 
professor  of  history  at  the  uni¬ 
versity. 

Dr.  Bilhartz’s  specialty  is 
the  history  of  religion  in 
America.  He  has  written  two 
books,  "Francis  Asbury’s 
America,”  and  “Urban  Reli¬ 
gion  and  the  Second  Great 
Awakening,”  both  of  which 
deal  with  the  camp  meeting 
tradition. 

Dr.  Mason  added  that 
KNCT-TV  in  Killeen,  Texas, 
donated  “the  equivalent  of 
thousands  in  professional  ser¬ 
vices”  for  the  film’s  produc¬ 
tion. 

The  documentary  has  been 
previewed  by  historical  groups 
in  Texas.  It  is  slated  to  be 
shown  at  the  American  Folk¬ 
lore  Society  meeting  in  Octo¬ 
ber  in  Oakland,  Calif.,  and  the 
American  Studies  Association 
meeting  in  November  in  New 
Orleans. 


PHOTO  COURTtSY  Of  MELVIN  R.  MASON 

CHEROKEE  CREEK,  Texas — Jackie  Brister  and  Charlene  Reavis  lead 
the  music  each  year  at  the  Methodist  Campground  between  Bend 
and  Chappell,  Texas.  They  are  among  those  featured  in  the  coming 
PBS  documentary,  "Come  Hungry,  Come  Thirsty,"  about  the  reli¬ 
gious  camp-meeting  tradition  in  America. 


Asbury 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


APPROVED  BY  THE 
UNIVERSITY  SENATE  OF  THE 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


Discover  the  joy  of  Asbury's 
Mission  for  Ministry 

For  65  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have 
served  at  the  forefront  of  Christ's  army  of 
compassion  around  the  world  as  ministers, 
missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 

Now,  you  can  be  a  part  of  Asbury's  effective 
servant-leader  team. 

If  you  feel  called  to  Christian  ministry  prepare 
yourself  where  faculty  and  studens  stand  true 
to  biblical,  Wesleyan,  evangelical  beliefs. 

Let  us  show  you  how  to  combine  the  strength 
of  your  Christian  commitment  with  Asbury's 
mission  for  ministry 
Accredited  graduate  degree  programs 
for  Christian  leadership  include; 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 

•  Research  Biblical  Studies,  Theological  Studies 

*  Specialization:  Christian  Education; 

Church  Music.  Parish  Counseling; 

World  Mission  and  Evangelism;  Youth  Ministry 
Dual  Degree;  Master  of  Divinity/  Master  of  Arts  - 
Pastoral  Counseling 
Master  of  Theology  in  World  Mission 
and  Evangelism 
Doctor  of  Miss  iology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 

Cooperative  Programs  lUnivereity  of  Kentuckyl 
Master  of  Social  Work  I  UK)  and  M-Div. 
orMA.  (Asburyl 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 

Special  Continuing  Education/Leadership 
Minsterial  programs 

Let's  talk  about  ways  you  can  find  your  place  in 
Asbury's  mission  tor  ministry 

Asbury 
Theological 
Seminary 

Wilmore,  KY  40390 

Call  1  800  2-ASBUKY 
In  Kentucky  (6061 858-3581, 

Eastern  time  zone 

For  student  enrollment  information,  ask 
for  Admissions  For  other  information,  ask 
for  Development. 
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Thanks  for  church 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— The  Rev. 
Woodrow  Haney,  a  Seminole/ 
Creek  from  Glenpool,  Okla., 
tells  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race,  "I'm  thankful  for  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  The  church 
has  meant  a  lot  to  our  Indian 
young  people  over  the  years,  and 
we  need  to  keep  offering  Christ 
to  them  so  they  can  have  a  good 
base  for  their  lives.  My  own  fa¬ 
ther  is  an  example.  He  rode  with 
the  Dalton  gang,  but  then  spent 
44  years  as  a  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter."  Mr.  Haney,  66,  a  retired 
pastor,  was  invited  to  speak  to 
the  commissioners'  recent  meet¬ 
ing  about  the  effects  of  ministry 
among  Native  Americans. 


UMW  joins 
U.S.-Soviet 
summits 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodist 
Women  are  to  participate  in  a  Sovi- 
et-American  Women’s  Summit 
May  1-15  in  the  United  States. 

The  summit,  “From  Day  Care  to 
Disarmament:  A  Women’s  Vision 
for  the  21st  Century,”  is  to  begin 
with  a  briefing  in  New  York  City  and 
include  a  conference  in  Washington 
and  visits  throughout  the  country. 

United  Methodists  participating 
in  the  New  York  and  Washington 
events  are  Alice  Emanuel  of  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  Miss.,  and  Lois  Allen  of 
Phoenix,  Ore. 

Nine  other  United  Methodist  wom¬ 
en  are  to  be  involved  in  site  visits  as 
the  Soviet  women  disperse  to  Atlanta; 
Detroit;  Madison,  Wis.;  San  Diego; 
Elkhart,  Ind.;  Hartford,  Conn.;  Tulsa. 
OkJa.;  Albuquerque,  N.M.;  San  Anto¬ 
nio.  Texas:  and  Grinnell,  Iowa. 

The  summit  has  been  organized  by 
Women  for  Meaningful  Summits. 
The  Soviet  and  U.S.  women  are  to 
meet  May  1-3  in  New  York. 

The  Washington  summit  meeting. 
May  4-7,  is  to  be  based  on  docu¬ 
ments,  including  one  on  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  women,  developed  at  the 
1985  U.N.  conference  on  women. 

The  site  visits.  May  8-13,  are  to 
explore  the  use  of  democratic  pro¬ 
cesses  and  citizen  education  with 
grass-roots  leaders. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  S 1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

2000+  MEMBER  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  in  Texas  is  seeking  experienced  Youth 
Minister  to  assume  responsibility  for  estab¬ 
lished  youth  program.  Salary  and  benefits  up  to 
S2 5.000  depending  on  experience.  Interested 
applicants  should  send  resume  and  references 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FIRST  UNITED  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Mabank  is  accepting  applications 
for  a  qualified  Music  Director.  This  person  will 
need  to  coordinate  all  the  music  programs  of  the 
church,  which  include  leading  an  18-25  voice 
adult  choir.  Minimum  of  20  hours  per  week. 
Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
501  S.  Third.  Mabank.  TX  75147.  Please  no  drop 
ins  or  telephone  interviews. 

to.  UMR,  Dept.  TT.  Box  660275.  Dallas,  TX 
75266-0275. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY. 

European  tours:  July  12-24,  August  11-22. 
Confirmed  tickets.  Write:  Rev.  Ralph  Law¬ 
rence,  4192  Tattenham,  Boise,  ID  83704. 
(208)  888-2245,  378-0393. 

HAMMOND  ORGAN.  MODEL  RC3.  full 

church  or  concert  size,  6  position  vibrato,  percus¬ 
sion,  32  pedals  with  pedal  solo  feature,  5  foot 
speaker  cabinet,  excellent  condition.  $1,000. 
price  negotiable.  Lee  Morgan,  (615)  322-7194 
days,  (615)  646-8831  nights. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OR  PASTOR  of 
Youth/College  ages  by  Summer.  1990  at  grow¬ 
ing  2800-member  church  in  Dallas  area.  Expe¬ 
rience  and  evangelical  orientation  necessary. 
Strong  program  in  place.  Salary  commensurate 
with  experience  and  commitment  to  youth 
ministry.  Contact:  Dr.  Paul  Morell,  First 
UMC,  Box  110204,  Carrollton,  TX  75011- 
0204.(214)  242-0602. 

AIDS:  PWAs,  PWARCs,  HIV  + ,  how  is  the 
church  treating  you?  Are  you  aware  of  what  as¬ 
sistance  is  available?  The  Oklahoma  CCOM 
AIDS  Task  Force  is  seeking  input  and  continu- 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Full¬ 
time  position  responsible  total  youth/adult  edu¬ 
cation  program.  Resume/references:  Margel 
Smith,  1315  NE  Pine  Island  Lane,  Cape  Coral, 
FL  33909. 

HIV  +  regarding  church’s  role  in  the  AIDS 
Pandemic.  We  would  like  copies  of  worship  re¬ 
sources  related  to  the  AIDS  issue.  All  responses 
absolutely  confidential!  Send  responses:  Okla¬ 
homa  CCOM  AIDS  Task  Force.  Box  60126, 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  FIRST  UNITED  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  P.O.  Box  537,  Gallatin,  TN  37066. 
Qualification:  Bachelor's  degree  with  a  major  in 
music.  Send  resume.  Available:  July  1990.  Con¬ 
tact:  Rick  Orgain  (615)  824-5486. 

Oklahoma  City,  OK  73146-0126.  Please  in¬ 
clude  name  and  address  for  future 
correspondence. 

CHOIR  ROBES  FOR  SALE.  Like  new  robes,  4 

years  old.  Each  robe  has  cassock  and  surplice. 
Cassock  is  maroon.  For  further  information 
please  contact:  Kevin  Bogan,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  625  N.E.  Mizner  Blvd.,  Boca  Ra¬ 
ton,  FL  33432.  (407)  395-1244.  | 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/CHRISTIAN  LIFE 
Ministry:  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O. 
Box  537,  Gallatin,  TN  37066.  Qualification:' 
Bachelor’s  degree.  Send  resume.  Available:  July 
1990.  Contact:  Rick  Orgain  (615)  824-5486. 

DISCIPLINED  ORDER  OF  CHRIST  National 

Retreat  August  1-5,  1990  invites  you  to  beauti¬ 
ful  Radford  University.  Virginia  for  four  days 
in  Christian  community,  to  share  an  intention¬ 
al  pilgrimage  to  grow  in  the  mind  and  spirit  of 
Christ.  ’’Being  Transformed  Into  Christ’s 
Likeness"  45th  Anniversary  theme  by  Dr. 
Maurice  Boyd.  New  York,  Dr.  Susan  Muto. 
Pittsburgh,  other  sensitive,  caring  leaders. 
Contact:  DOC,  Box  23617,  Nashville,  TN 
37202.  Call:  (615)  340-7228.  : 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN/YOUTH.  New  po¬ 
sition  June  1,  Metropolitan  style  1700-member 
church;  full  range  of  program;  well  functioning 
professional  staff.  Qualifications:  Experience 
leading  quality  educational,  leisure,  outreach 
ministries;  ability  to  supervise  staff  of  activities 
building;  master’s  degree  in  Christian  Education 
desired.  Competitive  salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume:  Senior  Minister,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  315  East  Chester  St..  Jackson,  TN 
38301.(901)422-4002. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 
Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 
week,  $525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507. 

2  MUSIC  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE:  1500- 
member  church  seeks  Director  of  Music  and  Or- 
ganist/Accompanyist.  Comprehensive  program 
has  several  vocal  and  instrumental  ensembles,  in¬ 
cluding  50-member  sanctuary  choir.  Inquiries  to: 

ist  Church,  20  North  Center  Street,  Naperville, 

1L  60540. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/re¬ 
source  staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  do  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park.  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH/PROGRAM  Director. 
Growing  1 100-member  UMC.  Dallas  suburb.  Re¬ 
quires  United  Methodist  gifted  in  teaching,  com¬ 
munication.  recreation,  motivating  youth.  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume:  UMR,  Dept.  FM.  Box 
660275,  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275.  j 

AVAILABLE  FEDERALLY  SUBSIDIZED  one 
bedroom  and  efficiency  apartments  for  elderly 
(62  or  older)  or  disabled  now  available  in  down¬ 
town  Tampa,  Florida.  Call  or  write  for  an  appli¬ 
cation  to:  Methodist  Place,  400  East  Harrison, 
Tampa,  FL  33602.  Telephone:  (813)  229-2791.  1 

ORGANIST  POSITION:  SERVICE  MUSIC  ac¬ 
companying,  and  children’s  choir  responsibil¬ 
ities.  20  hours  per  week.  Benefits.  In  the  beautiful 
Rio  Grande  Valley.  St.  Mark  UMC,  McAllen.  TX 
(512)682-1481. 

ASSISTANT  TO  THE  PASTOR  POSITION.  Re¬ 
cently  retired  ordained  minister  who  would  like 
to  live  in  South  Florida  for  one  ( 1 )  year  and  serve 
as  Assistant  Pastor  in  a  1400-member  church. 
Visitation  would  be  primary  responsibility.  Sala¬ 
ry.  parsonage,  and  utilities  would  be  provided. 
Send  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Jupiter-Tequesta,  8 1 5  E.  Indiantown  Road,  Ju¬ 
piter.  FL  33477,  or  phone  weekdays  for  more  in¬ 
formation:  (407)  746-8 116. 

900-MEMBER  MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH  seek¬ 
ing  Director  of  Music.  Will  direct  adult  choir  and 
coordinate  children  and  youth  choirs.  Coordina¬ 
tion  of  other  program  activities  will  be  negotiat¬ 
ed.  Send  resumes  to:  Dr.  L.C.  Johnston,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1510,  Har¬ 
lingen.  TX  78551.  Salary  will  be  commensurate 
with  experience. 
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ft  y Fee  ting 
But  Not 

'  Fretting 

A*  \ 


..  March  and  April  can  be  anxious  months  for  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations,  pastors,  and  cabinets.  Appointment  making  is  increasingly 
more  difficult  because  of  so  many  Ingredients,  agendas,  and  diverse 
needs.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  appointive  process  is  the 
best  of  all  available  systems  for  matching  church  needs  with  clergy 
gifts  and  graces.  But  matches  —  like  marriages  —  do  not  always  work 
out. 

Recently  I  had  a  very  long  and  tension-filled  day  centered  on  ap¬ 
pointment  concerns,  including  several  sessions  with  PPR  Committees, 
pastors,  and  irate  laypersons;  sessions  filled  with  strong  feelings,  con¬ 
flicting  agendas,  misunderstandings  and  high-energy  disagreements  (a 
nice  way  of  saying  “arguments”). 

As  the  day  wound  to  an  end,  I  sat  down  with  a  new  book  —  a  major 
study  on  John  Wesley  and  the  rise  of  Methodism.  It  is  Reasonable  En- 
.  thusiast  by  Henry  D  Rack.  The  book  was  published  in  England  and  I 
‘had  been  eager  to  receive  the  copy  I  ordered. 

£,degp  into  the  book,  went  to  bed,  and  lay  wide-awake  trying  to 
IjfcnAjor  problems  and  pressing  decisions.  About  1:00  a.m.,  still 
tig  able  to  sleep,  I  got  up  and  continued  my  reading  of  Rack’s 
dik.  My  eyes  fell  upon  a  passage  that  Wesley  wrote  in  his  Journal  in 
T776  on  his  73rd  birthday: 


i  r 


am  seventy-three  years  old,  and  far  abler  to  preach  than  I  was  at 
three  and  twenty.  fVhat  natural  means  has  God  used  to  produce  so  won¬ 
derful  an  effect  f 

(1)  Continual  exercise  and  change  of  air,  by  travelling  above  4,000 
miles  in  a  year; 

(2)  constant  rising  at  4:00; 

(3)  the  ability,  if  ever  I  want,  to  sleep  immediately; 

(4)  never  losing  a  night’s  steep  in  my  life; 

May  I  add,  lastly,  evenness  of  temper f  I  feel  and  grieve,  but,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  I  fret  at  nothing. 

I  pray  that  all  of  us  —  including  your  bishop  —  might  follow  Wes¬ 
ley’s  example  and  learn  to  feel  and  grieve  without  fretting! 


UXGA-.&  O.  Ov\ 


On  the  Road 
to  Wetlands  Restoration! 

April  12,  1990  began  a  positive  vote  for  the  Coastal  Restoration  Plan 
from  our  House  and  Senate  Natural  Resources  Committees.  All  present 
voted  in  favor  of  the  plan  with  the  exceptions  of  Representatives  Gunter 
and  Kimball  voting  against.  Representative  Sammy  Theriot  of  Abbeville 
moved  early  in  the  hearing  to  accept  the  plan  which,  after  much  discus¬ 
sion,  was  passed. 

There  needs  to  be  much  praise  and  appreciation  going  out  to  the  Coastal 
Restoration  Task  Force  who  worked  so  hard  to  arrive  at  such  an  exciting 
plan.  Dave  Soileau,  the  Governor’s  Director  of  Coastal  Restoration;  Paul 
Templet,  Secretary  of  DEQ;  Virginia  Van  Sickle,  Secretary  of  Wildlife  and 
Fisheries;  and  Ron  Gomez,  Secretary  of  DNR  were  present  from  the  Task 
Force  to  make  a  presentation  in  favor  of  the  plan. 

The  Committees  were  the  first  leg  of  the  legislative  process.  Now  it  is 
very  important  that  you  get  in  touch  with  both  your  representative  and 
Senator  and  tell  them  of  your  support  of  the  plan.  It  is  imperative  that  they 
vote  in  favor  of  the  plan,  and  also  vote  to  implement  the  funding  from  the 
Coastal  Wetlands  Trust  Fund. 

If  you  have  not  contacted  your  legislators  in  the  past  about  the  Wetlands 
issue,  PLEASE  take  this  opportunity  to  sit  down  right  now  before  the  mo¬ 
ment  passes  and  write  or  phone  them  in  support  of  OUR  WETLANDS  — 
A  BILLION  DOLLAR  RENEWABLE  RESOURCE  THAT  LOUISIANA 
CAN’T  LET  WASH  OUT  TO  SEA! 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Tamar  Ann  Knox,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Elijah  Howard  Knox,  died 
April  26,  1 990.  Mrs.  Knox  was  102  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


Broadmoor  to  Host 
Ministers'  Wives  Luncheon 

The  Annual  Conference  Luncheon  for  ministers’  wives  will  take  place 
Wednesday,  June  6,  from  12  to  1:30  p.m.  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport.  Hostess  for  the  event  is  the  Baton  Rouge  District. 

“Living  in  a  Fish  Bowl”  is  the  topic  for  guest  speaker  Marilyn  Oden, 
wife  of  Bishop  William  B.  Oden. 

Cost  per  ticket  is  $7.00  ($6.00  for  retirees  and  students).  Please  make 
check  payable  to  Mary  Ann  Boggs  and  mail  to  her  at  5308  Loflin  Drive, 
Baker,  LA  707 1 4  no  later  than  May  20 

r 

Registration  —  Please  Print 

J  Name _ 

J  Address  _ 

J  District _ 

I 

1 - 1 


Scenes  from  Around  the  Conference 


PLEASANT  VISIT  —  The  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  hosted  a  coffee  for  members  of  the  legislature  at 
the  State  Capitol.  Shown  here  are:  I.  to  r.  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Mrs.  Sydney  Nelson,  Bishop  William 
B.  Oden,  Senator  Sydney  Nelson  of  Shreveport,  and  joe  Wood  Ber¬ 
ry,  a  member  of  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 


SPECIAL  GUEST  —  During  the  Bishop's  Coffee  for  Louisiana  Legis¬ 
lators,  Marilyn  Oden  introduces  Rosemary  Ewing  to  Bishop  Oden's 
father,  Mr.  C.  A.  Oden  from  Shawnee,  Oklahoma. 


ACADIANA  DISTRICT  MAKES  PRESENTATION  —  Bob  Sides,  Lay 
Leader,  Acadiana  District,  presents  a  check  for  $1000  to  jane  Black- 
well,  Conference  Chairman  of  the  Daughenbaugh-Mathan  Scholar¬ 
ship  Fund.  Looking  on  is  Acadian  District  Superintendent,  Kirby 
Vining. 


ATTEND  RECENT  EVENT  —  Pictured  above  are  pastors  and  layper¬ 
sons  from  First  UMC  in  Pineville,  First  UMC  in  Minden,  and  Olla 
UMC  who  recently  attended  the  International  Conference  on  Lay 
Ministry  held  at  Frazer  Memorial  UMC  in  Montgomery,  Alabama. 


NEW  UNIT  INSTALLED  —  A  new  unit  of  UMW  was  installed  April  5 
at  Walker's  Chapel  UMC  near  Plain  Dealing.  The  certificate  of  or¬ 
ganization  was  presented  by  Shreveport  District  president,  Betty 
Turner.  Pictured  front  row  I.  to  r.,  Margaret  Cravy,  Madeline  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Eloise  Cason,  Patty  Matlock,  president;  and  Glindia  Shep¬ 
herd.  Back  row,  Wanda  G.  Burns  and  Susan  Haynes.  Rev.  jack 
Winegeart  is  pastor. 


PRAYER  RETREAT  —  The  Alexandria  District  UMW  met  recently  at 
Pollock  UMC  for  its  1990  District  Prayer  Retreat.  The  theme  for  the 
meeting  was  "Reflection  and  Renewal."  Guest  speaker  was  Rev. 
Faye  Barr-hartung,  pastor  of  Colfax  UMC.  Rev.  Leon  L.  Zordan  Jr.  is 
pastor  of  Pollock  and  Rev.  Richard  C.  Hoffpauir  is  the  Alexandria 
District  Superintendent. 


Acadiana  District  Laity 
Makes  History 

This  year  the  Acadiana  District  Laity,  under  the  leadership  of  Bob  Sides, 
District  Lay  Leader,  held  its  Annual  District  Banquet  as  a  “luncheon”  on 
Saturday,  March  24.  Some  200  gathered  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Franklin,  representing  25  churches  in  the  district.  Another  first  occurred 
when  $1,000  was  raised  at  one  event  for  the  Daughen-Matheny  Scholar¬ 
ship  Fund. 

Special  music  for  the  program  was  provided  by  the  Green  Chapel  Youth 
Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Janice  Scott,  wife  of  pastor  Rev.  Ernest  Scott. 
Scott  Flowers,  new  to  the  district,  presented  a  beautiful  solo  “On  Eagles 
Wings”  just  before  Marilyn  Oden,  wife  of  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  deliv¬ 
ered  an  inspirational  message  to  those  in  attendance. 

Jane  Blackwell,  District  Director  of  the  Scholarship  Fund,  was  presented 
with  a  plaque  designating  her  as  “Layperson  of  the  Year”  of  the  Acadiana 
District  for  her  work  with  youth. 

The  Acadiana  District  has  an  active  group  of  Certified  Lay  Speakers 
willing  to  help  out  anywhere  they  can  be  used,  and  during  the  past  year, 
these  speakers  have  filled  in  for  pastors  on  vacation,  working  on  continu¬ 
ing  education,  emergencies,  etc.,  a  total  of  over  50  times. 

Karen  and  Atley  Brasher  are  co-chairpersons  for  Lay  Speaking  in  the 
Acadiana  District  and  reported  that  a  course  is  now  being  held  at  First 
UMC  in  Lafayette  for  lay  speakers.  Currently  for  this  summer  requests 
have  been  received  to  fill  14  pulpits. 


Notice 


NOTE:  The  General  Board  of  Pensions  changes  telephone  number 

When  clergy  need  to  call  the  General  Board  of  Pensions  regarding 
pension  matters,  the  new  telephone  number  1-800-356-7060.  Please 
make  a  note  of  the  new  number. 


Pre-Conference  Training  Sessions 
Scheduled  for  May 

In  order  to  better  prepare  both  clergy  and  laity  for  the  20th  Session  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  training  sessions  will  be  held  in  every 
district.  All  pastors  and  Annual  Conference  delegates  are  urged  to  be  in  at¬ 
tendance  at  their  district  meeting.  The  schedule  for  these  events  is  listed 


below: 

May  15 

First  Church,  New  Orleans 

7:00  p.m. 

May  16 

First  Church,  Lake  Charles 

7:00  p.m. 

May  17 

First  Church,  Alexandria 

7:00  p.m. 

May  20 

First  Church,  Hammond 

3:00  p.m. 

May  21 

First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

7:00  p.m. 

May  22 

First  Church,  Franklin 

7:00  p.m. 

May  23 

St.  Luke’s  Church,  Shreveport 

7:00  p.m. 

May  24 

First  Church,  Arcadia 

7:00  p.m. 

May  25 

First  Church,  Winnsboro 

7:00  p.m. 

Sharing  Year-Round  Ideas  . . . 
The  2-Percent  Solution 

Seven  years  ago  our  missions  work  area  came  up  with  the  goal  of  becom¬ 
ing  a  “50-50  church”  (50  percent  for  ourselves  and  50  percent  for  others). 
They  proposed  to  our  administrative  board  that  we  begin  the  next  year 
dedicating  2  percent  more  above  our  total  operating  budget  to  apportion¬ 
ments,  benevolences  and  local  mission  causes. 

After  seven  years  of  keeping  faith  with  this  “2-percent  solution,”  we  ac¬ 
cept  all  askings  as  a  matter  of  course  and  develop  a  longer,  more  generous 
list  of  direct  benevolences  each  year.  We  expect  that  in  about  13  more 
years,  we’ll  make  the  50-percent  goal.  Our  operating  budget  has  more  than 
doubled  in  those  seven  years. 


—  La  Jolla  (Calif.)  UMC 
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Editorial: 


Here  I  Stand, 


Does  your  church  ignite  mission  decisions?  All  kinds  of  families 

OaAC  9  <'l  I  m  A  flv  t  r>#  IITa  _• ■  I  1*  •  •  *  ■  ■  ^  . 


Does  a  climate  exist  for  life¬ 
changing  experiences  in  your  con¬ 
gregation? 

Faye  Wilson-Beach,  an  official 
with  our  church’s  mission  board, 
said  last  week  that  candidates  for 
missionary  service  often  are  asked 
to  describe  an  experience  that 
played  a  critical  role  in  their  deci¬ 
sion  to  become  missionaries. 

“Time  and  again,"  she  said,  “peo¬ 
ple  mention  an  appeal  or  invitation 
to  a  life  of  Christian  service  that  they 
had  heard  in  their  local  church." 

This  “critical  incident”  technique 
suggests  two  separate  but  related 
implications: 

The  church's  mission  outreach  be¬ 
gins  at  home,  that  is,  in  the  life  of 
each  local  congregation. 

Too  often,  mention  of  such  terms 
as  "missions,"  “missionary"  and 
“the  church’s  mission  work”  is  in¬ 
terpreted  to  mean  activity  that  be¬ 
gins  and  ends  somewhere  far  away. 

Not  so.  The  primary  impetus  for 
Christian  service  of  all  types  begins 
where  it  always  has:  where  the  word 
of  God  is  regularly  proclaimed  and 
where  people  learn  to  heed  that 
word  as  Christ’s  followers — that  is, 
in  local  communities  of  faith. 

Each  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  thus  shares  a  basic  responsibility 
for  generating  and  enabling  the  wider 
mission  involvement  of  our  church. 

Further,  that  responsibility  is  root¬ 
ed  in  ongoing  efforts  to  teach  and  nur¬ 
ture  lives  of  Christian  servanthood 
and  to  promote  generous  support  of 
the  church’s  outreach  programs. 

All  of  us  need  to  receive  explicit 
challenges  to  lives  of  Christian  ser¬ 


vice,  including  service  as  missionaries. 

It  is  unrealistic  to  assume  that 
most  people  will  “hear  the  call"  to  a 
specific  Christian  vocation  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  a  private,  mystical  experience 
or  via  generalized  appeals  at  church. 

St.  Paul’s  question  is  apt:  “How  can 
they  hear  without  someone  preaching 
to  them?"  (Romans  10: 14  NIV). 

God’s  word,  including  the  chal¬ 
lenge  to  give  one's  life  in  particular 
vocations,  needs  to  be  spoken 
through  human  mouths  using  hu¬ 
man  words. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  or 
anyone  in  your  congregation  spoke 
such  words  as  these: 

"Our  church  needs  missionaries, 
both  in  this  country  and  overseas, 
who  have  various  skills:  teachers, 
doctors,  nurses,  pastors,  etc.  Might 
God  be  calling  you  to  such  a  life?” 

Or:  “In  every  generation,  God 
needs  people  to  provide  special 
leadership  in  the  church  as  minis¬ 
ters,  deaconesses  and  professional 
church  workers.  Might  you  be  such 
a  person?” 

And:  “This  congregation  needs 
people  to  carry  out  God’s  work  as 

— - (fill  in  the  blank) 

within  our  own  community.  Might 
this  call  have  your  name  written  on 
it?” 

Have  any  “critical  incidents”  oc¬ 
curred  recently  in  your  congrega¬ 
tion — incidents,  that  is,  of  people 
hearing  and  responding  to  a  call  to 
Christian  discipleship? 

If  not,  God  may  be  calling  you  to 
begin  creating  an  atmosphere  con¬ 
ducive  to  such  life-transforming  de¬ 
cisions. 


need  our  affirmation 


An  American  missionary  (left),  praying  with  a  new  convert  in  a  Ca¬ 
ribbean  church,  passes  on  the  kind  of  life-changing  experience  that 
led  him  into  mission  work.  Local  churches  play  a  crucial  role  in  mis¬ 
sion  work  when  they  challenge  their  members  to  consider  fulltime 
Christian  service. 


Letters  to  the  Editor^ 


By  WILLIAM  J.  BARNEY 

If  you  are  a  mother  and  feel  good 
about  your  motherhood  experience, 
or  if  you  as  a  child  feel  good  about 
your  relationship  to  your  mother, 
you  are  much-blessed. 

Have  a  Happy  Mother’s  Day!  You 
are  probably  part  of  a  minority. 

I’m  happy  and  blessed  to  be  able  to 
say  that  I  feel  my  mother  is  the 
world’s  greatest.  But  I  also  know  that 
many  in  our  society  today  don’t  share 
that  feeling  about  their  mothers. 

Even  fewer  feel  that  way  about 
their  mothers-in-law.  And  most 
mothers  I  know  feel  absolutely 
lousy  about  their  mothering.  Much 
of  that  feeling  is  unwarranted. 
Many  are  good  mothers! 

That  is  a  tragedy 

The  church  has  played  no  small 
part  in  lifting  motherhood  to  an  in¬ 
stitutionalized  level  of  virtue  unat¬ 
tainable  by  most  women.  That  is  a 
historic  tragedy. 

We  should  use  the  May  1 3  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Festival  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Home  to  affirm  all  those 
women  who  have  chosen  mother¬ 
hood  or  found  themselves  in  it  and 
have  made  the  best  of  a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  calling. 

But  we  must  also  bring  long  over¬ 
due  affirmation  to  those  who  have 
responsibly  chosen  not  to  be  moth¬ 
ers  or  have  postponed  it  to  a  more 
appropriate  time. 

As  perhaps  the  most  diverse 


" Here  I  Stand"  is 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 
The  Rev.  William  /. 
Barney  is  the  equip¬ 
ping  minister  at  the 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Rutland, 
Conference). 


a  forum  through 


Vt.  (Troy  Annual 


We  should  develop — and  enjoy — a  sense  of  humor 


I  have  just  finished  reading  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor  Don  Donato’s  story, 
headlined  “Church  buy-out  ‘joke’ 
goes  awry”  (see  UMR,  April  1 3). 

I  didn’t  hear  the  “April  Fools”  joke 
by  Mike  Maus  on  CBS  Radio.  My 
comments  are  not  about  the  joke. 

The  part  of  the  story  I  address  is 


the  last  three  paragraphs.  It  begins, 
“Mr.  Maus  said  he  was  sorry  that 
people  didn’t  understand  that  the 
radio  piece  was  a  joke.” 

Our  society  is  in  such  a  turmoil 
today  because  a  few  people  fail  to 
understand  humor.  Bigoted  people 
claim  others  are  bigots  because  of 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

We're  still  tabulating 

Responses  to  our  questions  about  inclusive  language  have  been  fill¬ 
ing  our  mail  baskets  to  overflowing  in  recent  weeks.  Because  of  the 
volume  of  replies,  tabulation  is  taking  longer  than  we  planned.  We 
now  expect  to  have  the  results  for  you  later  this  month.  To  date, 
more  than  6,700  of  you  have  told  us  your  views  on  using  sexually 
neutral  language  in  worship,  Bible  study  and  hymn  singing.  That's 
the  second-largest  response  to  a  request  for  readers'  opinions  in 
Reporter  history. 


jokes  we  have  all  heard  and  told  for 
years.  A  few  ethnic  and  sexual 
groups  have  denied  us  of  our  great¬ 
est  gift  from  God,  our  humor. 

Mr.  Maus’  last  paragraph  sums 
up  my  beliefs  in  a  nut  shell.  Reli¬ 
gious  people  must  develop — and 
learn  to  enjoy — a  sense  of  humor. 

No  law  from  God  requires  Chris¬ 
tians  not  to  enjoy  what  we  are  do¬ 
ing.  My  early  Christian  training  was 
in  a  church  where  in  the  leaders  cre¬ 
ated  that  impression. 

Secular  jokes  issue  forth  from  my 
church’s  pulpit  quite  often.  Some 
are  about  Methodists,  some  about 
Baptists  and  others.  Those  jokes 
make  my  visits  to  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston  fun. 
Our  minister  encourages  us  to  laugh 
at  ourselves. 

That’s  why  our  large  inner-city 
church  is  growing.  People  enjoy  com¬ 
ing  to  its  services.  I  believe  secular 
humor  is  the  driving  force.  Come  on, 
people.  Laugh  and  have  fun. 

Joe  Tucker 
Crosby,  Texas 

Stock  sale  is  hypocritical 

In  the  “Faith  Connections”  col¬ 
umn  of  April  20,  an  article  states  the 
General  Board  of  Pensions  is  “mak¬ 
ing  divestments”  of  stock  in  compa¬ 
nies  doing  business  in  South  Africa. 

The  tone  of  the  news  is  self-righ¬ 
teous.  1  fail  to  understand  the  ethics 
of  selling  stock  that  violates  our  mor¬ 


al  scruples  but  having  no  objection  to 
someone  else’s  purchase  of  that 
stock.  It  may  salve  our  conscience; 
but  apparently  we  don’t  care  that  the 
buyer  lacked  those  scruples.  If  the 
buyer  had  the  same  moral  sensitivity 
that  we  proclaim,  we  wouldn’t  have 
been  able  to  sell  the  stock. 

Thus,  we  made  no  sacrifice;  we 
held  on  to  our  principles  and  made 
money  while  doing  so.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  haven't  hurt  the  compa¬ 
nies  nor  helped  those  South  Afri¬ 
cans  we  want  to  help. 

There  is  something  hypocritical 
in  this  practice. 

John  C.  Appel 
Stroudsburg,  Pennsylvania 

Minister's  dual  status  is  OK 

I’m  responding  to  articles  in  re¬ 
cent  issues  of  the  Reporter  about 
the  Rev.  William  R.  Farmer  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  9  and  April  20). 

1  see  nothing  wrong  with  his  join¬ 
ing  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  retaining  his  status  as  an  or¬ 
dained  United  Methodist  minister. 

I  believe  we  are  striving  for  unity. 
Our  church — United  Methodist — is 
one  of  a  group  with  Lutherans  and 
Roman  Catholics  that  has  a  joint 
service  on  Thanksgiving.  We  have  a 
joint  service  at  a  different  church 
every  year. 

During  Unity  Week  I  attended 
four  or  five  churches  of  different 
denominations. 


Faithfully  yours= 


Faith  speaks  through  contrasts,  contradictions 


I  believe  someday  it  will  be  like  it 
was  in  Jesus’  time:  everyone  pray¬ 
ing  and  worshiping  together  as  one 
and  in  peace  with  one  another.  No 
denominations.  Just  everyone  liv¬ 
ing  a  Christian  life, 

Lorraine  Godar 
Westmont,  Illinois 

He's  chosen  'best  part' 

I  have  read  your  articles  and 
commentaries  on  the  Rev.  William 
R.  Farmer  with  great  interest  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  9  and  April  20). 

In  my  church  preference  over  the 
years,  I  have  gone  from  Roman 
Catholic  to  Congregational.  I  have 
found  a  common  thread  of  love  to 
bind  all  members  and  am  grateful 
for  the  theological  diversity  1  have 
experienced. 

Currently,  1  attend  a  United 
Methodist  church  in  a  state  where 
Protestants  are  a  minority.  Here  I 
continue  to  learn  and  have  fellow¬ 
ship  with  those  of  an  entirely  differ¬ 
ent  faith. 

The  point  I  am  trying  to  make  is 
that  we  each  choose  with  whom  we 
will  associate  and  with  whom  we 
will  worship.  True,  Dr.  Farmer,  in 
his  position  of  authority,  sets  an  ex¬ 
ample  for  all  United  Methodists. 
He  has  made  a  difficult  stand  for 
the  lawmaking  bodies  of  our  church 
to  judge. 

But  I  believe  we  need  to  search 
our  hearts.  To  me  he  has  chosen 
“the  best  part”  . . .  something  the 
Lord  asked  of  us  long  before  de¬ 
nominations  were  established. 

Leslie  Frederick 
Clinton,  Vermont 


church  denomination  in  the  world, 
we  find  every  possible  configura¬ 
tion  of  “family”  in  our  church-fam¬ 
ily  as  we  celebrate  this  1990 
festival.  The  so-called  nuclear  fam¬ 
ily — mother,  father,  child(ren) — is 
likely  a  minority. 

Every  congregation  has: 

■  One-parent  families. 

■  Unmarried  singles. 

■  Unmarried  heterosexual  cou¬ 
ples. 

■  Single  siblings  living  together. 

■  Widows  and  widowers. 

■  Separated  or  divorced  people. 

■  People  in  same-sex  partnerships. 

■  Extended  families  with  more 
than  two  generations  present  in  the 
home. 

■  Married  people  without  children 
(intentional  and  unintentional). 

■  Step-families,  adoptive  fam¬ 
ilies  and  foster  families. 

No  family  is  illegitimate 

No  families,  children  or  parents  in 
a  Christian  home  are  illegitimate.  All 
are  God’s  loving  and  lovely  beings. 

Next  week’s  observance  by  our 
church  affirms  all  configurations  of 
“family”  that  are  healthy.  Let  us 
not  be  the  judge  of  that,  however. 
We  need  to  support  with  love  all 
families  that  are  in  trouble. 

Families  are  often  doing  the  best 
they  can  to  survive  in  a  tough  and 
complicated  system  of  expectations. 

Next  week  as  our  church  family 
observes  the  Festival  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Home  and  secular  society  has 
its  Mother’s  Day,  we  should  cele¬ 
brate  all  our  family  configurations. 

We  will  face  the  difficulties  and 
joys  together,  knowing  with  assurance 
that  the  resurrection  power  of  Jesus 
Christ  provides  our  saving  grace. 

Let’s  be  all  that  we  can  be,  in 
God’s  image,  regardless  of  our  fam¬ 
ily  situation.  Praise  God!  In  our 
church,  we  are  family! 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“He  shall  judge  between  many 
peoples  and  shall  decide  for  strong 
nations  afar  off;  and  they  shall  beat 
their  swords  into  plowshares  and 
their  spears  into  pruning  hooks;  na¬ 
tion  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against 
nation,  neither  shall  they  learn  war 
any  more.”  (RSV) 

Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Psalms  19:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  7 

Monday:  Psalms  23 
Tuesday:  Psalms  24 
Wednesday:  Acts  3:1-10 
Thursday:  Acts  3: 1 1-26 
Friday;  John  10:1-10 
Saturday:  John  10:11-18 
Sunday:  1  Peter  2:19-25 


“Come  on  into  the  house,”  my 
wife  said  quietly  I 
as  I  returned  from 
an  assignment  in  | 

Nashville. 

“I  have  some  I 
news  for  you.  The 
nursing  home 
called.  Your  moth¬ 
er  died  in  her  sleep  I 
this  afternoon.”  John  A.  Lovelace 


The  message  was  a  shock  but  not 
a  surprise.  With  a  parent  aged  85, 
one  stays  braced  to  hear  the  words 
that,  blessedly,  one  will  hear  only 
once. 

Six  days  earlier,  on  Easter  after¬ 
noon,  as  I  knelt  beside  her  wheel¬ 
chair,  she  had  seemed  noticeably 
more  frail  than  when  I  had  visited 
only  a  few  days  earlier.  But  she  was 
animated  and  smiling  out  of  . . . 


who  knows?  . . .  recognition  of  one’s 
own  son  or  simply  a  reflexive  dis¬ 
play  of  a  lifelong  good  disposition. 

Hers  was  a  simple  faith,  simply 
learned  from  Texas  farmland  par¬ 
ents,  simply  transmitted  by  word 
and  deed  to  children  and  grandchil¬ 
dren  alike. 

Her  passing  makes  me  wonder 
whether  the  Christian  faith  speaks 
most  clearly  in  its  consistencies  and 
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repetitions  or  in  its  contrasts  and 
even  its  contradictions. 

For  the  moment;  at  least,  I’d  con¬ 
tend  that  the  answer  is  the  latter. 

Over  against  the  quiet  message  of 
finality — “Your  mother  died  this 
afternoon” — I  place  the  message  of 
this  Eastertide  that  rings  through 
the  ages; 

“He  is  risen.  Christ  is  risen  in¬ 
deed!” 

She  lived  to  hear  it  many  times 
and  to  exemplify  it  consistently. 
Now  she  has  experienced  it  in  the 
special  way  that  only  the  dead  in 
Christ  can  experience  it. 

"Ofor  a  faith  that  will  not  shrink 

Though  pressed  by  every  foe, 

That  will  not  tremble  on  the  brink 

Of  any  earthly  woe! 

«)/■•►>  ;  ‘  >  -  ,  I  ,  r  M* 

Lord,  give  me  such  a  faith  as  this; 

And  then,  what-e'er  may  come 

I'll  taste,  e'en  now,  the  hallowed 
bliss 

Of  an  eternal  home.  " 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  managing  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 
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Join  5,000  United  Methodists  from  Around  the  World 
The  Council  of  Bishops  Invites  You  to 
THE  GATHERING 

For  Making  Vital  Congregations  and  Faithful  Disciples 
October  31  -  November  4,  1990 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Four  worship  services,  three  general  sessions,  an  extensive  resource 
center,  and  273  practical  small-groUp  learning  options  will  help  your 
church  become  a  vital  congregation. 

Contact:  Kerry  Blackwood,  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202 
Phone:  615-340-7597 
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MISSIONARIES  LEAVING:  Escalat¬ 
ing  civil  strife  in  Liberia  has  prompted  the  de¬ 
parture  of  all  but  four  of  18  United  Methodist 

■  missionaries  assigned  to  the  West  African  coun¬ 
try.  In  addition,  some  25  mission  volunteers 
have  left  the  country,  said  the  Rev.  Robert  R. 
Fletcher  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  staff.  Mr.  Fletcher  said  missionaries  would 

return  when  tensions  in  Liberia  relaxed.  He  said 
the  missions  board  is  studying  ways  to  help 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Liberia  minister 
to  some  300,000  refugees  from  the  conflict. 
Elected  board  directors  instructed  mission 
agency  staff  members  to  send  a  letter  of  pastoral 

■  concern  about  the  conflict  to  the  Liberian  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

AT&T  DECISION  OPPOSED:  Of¬ 
ficials  of  United  Methodist  Women  have  op¬ 
posed  the  decision  of  American  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  Co.  to  discontinue  funding  a  teen-age 
pregnancy  program  of  Planned  Parenthood. 
The  communications  firm  had  funded  the  pro¬ 
gram  for  25  years.  Joyce  Sohl,  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  treasurer,  issued  an  action  alert  urging 
■annual  conference  officers  of  United  Methodist 
Women  to  write  AT&T.  The  women’s  organiza¬ 
tion  has  also  requested  a  meeting  with  the 
AT&T  president. 

SEMINARY  DEAN  MOVES:  The 

dean  of  the  Theological  School  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Drew  University  is  taking  the  top 
post  at  Yale  Divinity  School.  The  Rev.  Thomas 
.  W.  Ogletree,  56,  is  to  succeed  the  Rev.  Leander 
Keck  as  dean. 

RELIGION  AWARDS  GIVEN: 

NBC-TV,  both  major  daily  newspapers  in  De¬ 
troit  and  Kenneth  Woodward,  religion  editor  of 
.  “Newsweek”  magazine  were  honored  recently 
■  by  the  Religious  Public  Relations  Council  for 
excellence  in  communication  of  religious  val¬ 
ues.  NBC-TV  won  three  Wilbur  Awards,  named 
for  Dr.  Marvin  C.  Wilbur,  former  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  council.  The  award  for  newspapers  in 
metropolitan  markets  was  shared  by  “The  De¬ 
troit  News”  and  "The  Detroit  Free  Press.” 

HUMOR  AIRED  IN  ADS:  A  multi- 

media  advertising  campaign  using  humor  to 
motivate  people  to  invite  friends  to  their 
, churches  or  synagogues  has  been  launched  by 
Religion  in  American  Life  and  The  Advertising 
Council.  "Invite  A  Friend”  cartoon  ads  have 
been  sent  to  9,966  newspapers  and  676  consum¬ 
er  magazines.  Broadcast  ads  are  to  go  in  the  fall 
to  1,338  television  stations  and  7,000  radio  sta¬ 
tions.  The  TV  spot  shows  a  man  afraid  to  invite 
a  friend  to  his  church  because  he’s  afraid  he’d 
have  to  drag  the  friend  out  of  his  house  and  into 
the  church  building.  But  instead  he  has  a  differ¬ 
ent  problem.  He  has  to  drag  his  friend  out  of  the 
church  when  it’s  time  to  go  home. 

DANCE  PIONEER  DIES:  Nationally 

-known  liturgical  dance  pioneer  Constance 
“Connie”  Fisher,  68,  died  April  9  in  Lakewood, 
Colo.,  from  heart  failure.  She  was  vice  president 
of  the  national  Sacred  Dance  Guild  and  instruc¬ 
tor  of  sacred  dance  at  United  Methodist-related 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver.  The  United 
Methodist  laywoman  previously  taught  at  the 
Pacific  School  of  Religion.  She  continued  to 
teach  and  choreograph  in  the  Denver  area  in  re¬ 
cent  years  while  suffering  from  a  crippling  form 
of  arthritis.  A  native  of  Spokane,  Wash.,  she  was 
an  opera  and  concert  singer  before  turning  to 
dance.  She  founded  dance  companies  in  Califor¬ 
nia  and  Texas  before  settling  in  the  Denver  area. 


watch 


Missions  agency  fiscally  'ship  shape' 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— The  fiscal  ship 
of  the  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sions  board  is  in  good  shape  for 
the  time  being,  although  troubled 
economic  waters  may  lie  ahead. 

That,  in  essence,  was  the  guard¬ 
edly  upbeat  assessment  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  financial  condition  made  to 
the  board’s  178  elected  directors 
at  their  April  23-27  meeting. 


Financial  statements  distribut¬ 
ed  to  directors  showed  that  in¬ 
come  from  all  sources  for  the 
board’s  three  divisions  during 
1989  totaled  $119.9  million.  Ex¬ 
penses  totaled  $103.7  million. 

The  bulk  of  the  $16.2  million 
difference  “usually  represents 
funds  received  in  the  final  hours 
of  1989  that  will  be  disbursed  in 
1 990,”  explained  board  treasurer 
Stephen  F.  Brimigion. 

Mr.  Brimigion  commended 
United  Methodists  for  increasing 


Youngster  joins  in  powwow  dance 

SAN  DIEGO — This  young  Native  American  joins  other  dancers 
at  a  powwow  celebrating  the  200-mile  "Seventh  Generation 
Walk"  by  the  Rev.  Marvin  Abrams,  pastor  of  Native  American 
United  Methodist  Church,  Norwalk,  Calif.  Fourteen  United 
Methodist  churches  of  the  California-Pacific  conference  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  walk  by  hosting  meals  and  times  of  sharing  for 
their  congregations,  Mr.  Abrams,  other  walkers,  and  support 
team.  The  walk  from  Santa  Barbara  to  San  Diego  ended  April 
27.  The  walk  was  to  draw  attention  to  Native  American 
Awareness  Sunday,  April  29,  in  United  Methodist  churches, 
with  the  hope  of  passing  Christianity  on  to  the  seventh  genera¬ 
tion  of  Native  Americans,  Mr.  Abrams  said. 


their  increased  giving  during  1989 
through  World  Service  askings. 

The  missions  board  received 
4.9  percent  more  revenue  in  1 989 
than  in  1988— $17.6  million  vs. 
$16.7  million— from  the  church’s 
World  Service  Funds,  Mr.  Brimi¬ 
gion  reported.  That  fund,  fi¬ 
nanced  through  fair-share 
apportionment  payments  from  all 
local  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States,  pro¬ 
vides  the  basic  fiscal  support  to 
all  denominationwide  agencies. 

Cuts  eliminate  deficits 

The  mission  board  treasurer 
pointed  out  that  reductions  in 
staff  and  program  grants  during 
1988  and  1989  have  eliminated 
all  deficits. 

The  most  dramatic  upswing 
occurred  in  the  board’s  National 
Program  Division.  Deficits  re¬ 
ported  in  that  division  totaled 
nearly  $700,000  at  the  end  of  fis¬ 
cal  1988.  Cash  flow  at  the  time 
was  a  negative  $5  million. 


By  contrast,  the  Rev.  Brian  A. 
Fetterman,  the  division’s  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive,  reported  that  the  division 
has  “landed  on  its  feet”  in  its  ef¬ 
forts  to  bring  its  widely  publicized 
financial  problems  under  control. 

New  headlines  in  order 

“New  headlines  are  in  order,” 
Mr.  Fetterman  stated.  “The  divi¬ 
sion  completed  fiscal  1989  with 
nearly  $900,000  excess  income 
over  expenditures.” 

In  addition,  he  reported  that 
the  division  now  has  a  positive 
cash  flow  of  $2  million. 

As  reasons  for  the  turnaround, 
Mr.  Fetterman  cited  a  manage¬ 
ment  plan  for  spending,  adjusted 
disbursement  schedules,  budget 
control  and  monitoring  of  staff 
travel,  and  a  $500,000  special 
grant  from  the  Women’s  Division. 

The  Rev.  Michael  Rivas- 
Druck,  former  planner  for  the 
National  Division  and  newly 
elected  as  planner  for  the  total 
board,  said  the  picture  of  the 


board’s  financial  health  “wasn’t 
done  with  mirrors.” 

Among  other  positive  factors, 
he  cited  increased  involvement 
of  the  board’s  elected  directors  in 
monitoring  budget  and  spending 
patterns. 

He  said  new  computer  technol¬ 
ogy  that  is  now  in  place  will  en¬ 
able  staff  members  to  track  and 
project  the  agency's  fiscal  condi¬ 
tion  with  far  greater  precision. 

However.  Mr.  Brimigion  tem¬ 
pered  the  overall  positive  assess¬ 
ments  of  the  mission  board's 
financial  condition. 

He  pointed  out  that  income  in¬ 
creases  from  individual  church- 
member  giving  isn’t  keeping  pace 
with  expenses  and  that  financial 
reserves  to  make  up  the  differ¬ 
ence  are  running  out. 

“We’re  pushing  at  the  seams,” 
Mr.  Brimigion  warned.  “.  .  . 
There  have  to  be  changes  made  if 
we’re  to  stay  within  the  financial 
universe  that’s  being  presented 
to  the  board.” 


New  bishop  reveals  dark  side 
of  realities  in  Eastern  Europe 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— If  you  were  a 
United  Methodist  pastor  in  Po¬ 
land,  you  might  have  to  drive  as 
much  as  180  miles  to  reach  the 
congregation  you  serve. 

You  probably  would  be  unable 
to  live  in  the  same  town  as  your 
parishioners  because  of  a  severe 
housing  shortage. 

To  make  matters  worse,  gaso¬ 
line  would  cost  you  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  $54  per  gallon — six  times 
what  you  paid  a  mere  three 
months  ago! 

And  your  small  salary,  like  that 
of  all  your  countrymen,  would 
have  been  frozen  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  an  effort  to  curb  ram¬ 
pant  inflation. 

Even  if  your  salary  weren't  fro¬ 
zen,  it  probably  wouldn’t  make 
much  difference.  Your  parishio¬ 
ners,  many  of  whom  are  unem¬ 
ployed,  could  afford  to  pay  only 
a  small  percentage  of  the 
church’s  operating  expenses. 

That's  the  picture  today 

According  to  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter  of 
Zurich,  Switzerland,  such  grim 
economic  realities  face  Polish 
United  Methodists  and  church 
members  in  other  parts  of  East¬ 
ern  Europe  daily. 

These  realities  reveal  the  dark 
side  of  recent  social  upheavals  that 
are  sweeping  Eastern  Europe,  the 
bishop  told  members  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  last  week. 

Bishop  Bolleter  was  recently 


elected  to  a  four-year  term  as  epis¬ 
copal  leader  of  the  Central  and 
Southern  Europe  Central  Confer¬ 
ence  and  appointed  to  serve  on 
the  church's  missions  board. 

His  far-flung  episcopal  area  in¬ 
cludes  Poland,  Hungary,  Czecho¬ 
slovakia,  Yugoslavia,  Bulgaria, 
France,  Tunisia  and  Algeria. 

Bishop  Bolleter  pointed  out 
during  his  report  to  missions 
board  members  that  the  revolu¬ 
tion  occurring  in  former  commu¬ 
nist-ruled  countries  has  swept 
away  many  economic  and  politi¬ 
cal  structures  that  had  stabilized 
the  churches’  situation. 

“The  reality  is  that  these 
churches  are  not  even  able  to  cov¬ 
er  the  costs  of  vitally  necessary 
things,"  Bishop  Bolleter  said. 

As  examples,  he  mentioned  pas¬ 
tors’  salaries,  seminary  training  for 
new  pastors,  transportation,  rent 
for  houses  and  meeting  places,  and 
restoration  of  church  facilities. 

He  said  that  Polish  United 
Methodists  can  pay  for  only  20 
percent  of  their  needs,  Yugosla¬ 
vian  United  Methodists  only  10 
percent. 

U.S.  members  pay  the  rest 

The  remainder  of  support  for 
churches  in  these  and  other  East¬ 
ern  European  countries,  he  said, 
comes  mainly  from  U.S.  United 
Methodists,  primarily  through 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

More  is  urgently  needed,  he 
said. 

“In  a  time  of  special  needs  in 
Europe,  the  board  should  recog- 


Bishop  Bolleter 
. . .  grim  facts  in  Europe 

nize  that  the  links  with  the 
churches  in  Eastern  Europe  have 
not  been  very  close,”  the  49-year 
old  bishop  pointed  out. 

“The  call  for  solidarity  with 
Eastern  Europe  as  well  as  the  call 
for  solidarity  with  the  churches  in 
the  Third  World  is  ear-splitting! 

“Can  you  hear  me?” 

Bishop  Bolleter  said  that  the 
actual  number  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  Eastern  Europe  is  un¬ 
known  because  record-keeping 
under  the  communist  regimes 
was  unreliable. 

He  said  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Poland  have  25  full-time 
pastors;  Czechoslovakia,  19; 
Hungary.  12;  Yugoslavia,  12;  and 
Bulgaria.  4. 

Each  pastor  typically  serves  at 
least  three  congregations,  he  said. 


Women's  leader  refutes  ' harmful '  critics' 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK — The  president  of 
United  Methodist  Women  last 
week  answered  critics  of  the  1.2- 
million-member  group’s  social-jus¬ 
tice  actions. 

Responding  to  an  article  in 
“Good  News’’  magazine.  Sally 
Ernst,  elected  leader  of  the  laywom- 
en  in  mission,  said,  “Many  district 
and  conference  officers  are  in  a  con¬ 
tinuing  struggle  to  refute  harmful 
statements  made  in  local  churches 
and  some  unofficial  publications 
with  local-church  following.” 

The  president  was  referring  to  a 
;story  about  the  formation  of  the 
Evangelical  Coalition  for  United 
Methodist  Women.  The  coalition 
has  announced  intent  to  hold  re¬ 
gional  meetings  and  develop  pro¬ 
gram  materials  similar  to  what  the 
Women's  Division  of  the  General 


Board  of  Global  Ministries  pro¬ 
vides. 

“Too  frequently  we  in  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division,  both  staff  and  direc¬ 
tors,  find  ourselves  spending 
valuable  time  replying  to  our  crit¬ 
ics,”  said  Ms.  Ernst  of  Bethel  Park, 
Pa. 

"They  are  accusing  us  of  actions 
that  we  did  not  take;  or,  if  we  did, 
the  actions  were  well  within  our 
biblical/theological  understanding 
and  related  to  the  church’s  Social 
Principles  and  the  Book  of  Resolu¬ 
tions. 

“We  can  stand  tall  and  claim  the 
work  we  do.  We  have  been,  we  are 
and  will  be  a  courageous  body  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  We 
are  visionary  about  justice  issues 
and  willing  to  risk  to  see  that  all 
persons  have  the  opportunity  to  be¬ 
come  whole  persons. 

“While  our  special  dedication  is 


"They  are  accusing  us 
of  actions  that  we  did 
not  take." 

— Sally  Ernst 


to  the  needs  of  women  and  of  chil¬ 
dren,  all  persons  benefit  from  the 
work  we  do  as  a  division.” 

In  other  business,  Women's  Divi¬ 
sion  directors  learned  that  total  in¬ 
come  to  the  Women’s  Division  in 
1989  was  $39.7  million.  That  com¬ 
pares  to  $34.5  million  in  1988. 

Directors  heard  that  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  special  “Call 
to  Prayer  and  Self-Denial”  offering 
produced  a  record  $1.05  million  in 
1989.  The  offering  was  designated 
for  111  mission  projects  with  spe¬ 
cial  emphases  on  work  with  chil¬ 
dren  and  youths. 


Directors  also; 

■  Recommended  that  appropria¬ 
tions  for  1991  be  $20.35  million. 
That  includes  $8.9  million  to  the 
Women's  Division  and  $5.3  each 
for  National  and  World  program  di¬ 
visions  of  the  missions  board. 

■  Approved  a  training  program 
at  the  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in 
Nashville  for  1991  leaders  of  mis¬ 
sion  education  efforts.  The  training, 
co-sponsored  by  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  is  to  focus  on  the 
1 99 1  -92  study  on  Japan. 

■  Approved  The  Ohio  State  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Columbus  as  the  site  of 
the  Aug.  18-25,  1991,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women's  national  seminar. 

■  Approved  three  1992  mission 
study  themes  for  the  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission:  "Middle  East,” 
"Churches  in  Solidarity  with  Wom¬ 
en"  and  “Amos.” 

■  Adopted  a  resolution  support- 


UMWomen  advised  to  equip  laymen,  too 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

;  NEW  YORK— If  The  United 
Methodist  Church  can  equip  lay- 
Women  for  mission,  then  why  can’t 
the  church  do  the  same  for  laymen? 

Theressa  Hoover,  chief  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  mission 
board’s  Women’s  Division,  asked 
that  question  last  week. 


In  her  semiannual  address  to  the 
governing  body  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women — the  organization  for 
1.2  million  laywomen  in  mission — 
Ms.  Hoover  said  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  been  "derelict  in 
getting  good  resources  and  staff'  to 
work  with  laymen  in  mission. 

“I  can’t  understand  why  the 
structure  of  the  church  cannot  train 


and  utilize  laymen  for  mission,”  she 
said.  “United  Methodist  women 
must  network  with  laymen  to  en¬ 
large  their  place  in  mission  and 
their  view  of  the  world  in  which 
mission  is  expressed.” 

The  Women’s  Division  hasn’t 
initiated  programs  for  laymen  be¬ 
cause  “because  we  are  not  an  orga¬ 
nization  responsible  for  laymen,” 


Ms.  Hoover  said.  "But  if  we  have 
something  good  that  can  be  mutual¬ 
ly  shared  by  laymen,  we  will,”  she 
added.  "Laymen  are  interested  in 
mission." 

The  challenge  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  Ms.  Hoover 
said,  is  “to  enlarge  the  number  of 
people  who  make  a  commitment  to 

mission." 


charges 

ing  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1990. 

■  Voted  to  urge  members  of  local 
United  Methodist  Women  units  to 
write  congressional  representatives 
requesting  that  the  United  States 
honor  its  $661  million  commitment 
to  the  United  Nations. 


CLASSIFIED 


2000+  MEMBER  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  in  Texas  is  seeking  experienced  Youth 
Minister  to  assume  responsibility  for  established 
youth  program.  Salary  and  benefits  up  to  $25,000 
depending  on  experience.  Interested  applicants 
should  send  resume  and  references  to:  UMR,  Dept. 
TT,  Box  660275.  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275. 


Concerned  About 
The  Condition 
Of  Your  Stained 
Glass,  Wood,  Mortar 
3"  Stone  Or  Slate? 

Do  you  need  someone  you 
can  truly  trust?  Do  you 
need  a  Craftsman?  /, 

1-800-232-1395 


Call  for  an  appraisal 
or  if  you  just  need 
inform  a  hon  request 
our  booklet"How  To 
Restore  &  Protect 
Stained  Glass." 

-CpTl 

326  North 
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^connections 

LABELS  PAY  OFF:  An  “mmmmm- 

good"  mission  campaign  has  netted  the  United 
Methodist  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  two 
free  vans  from  the  Campbell  Soup  Co.  Some 
975,000  labels  from  Campbell  products  were 
saved  for  the  missionary  conference  in  South¬ 
eastern  Kentucky  during  a  national  campaign  to 
acquire  the  vehicles.  Campbell  reportedly  is  giv¬ 
ing  only  four  other  vans  to  non-profit  groups 
this  year. 

DIALOGUE  INTERRUPTED:  Dia¬ 
logues  between  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  the  unofficial  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists  won't  resume  until  board 
members  review  the  history  of  the  talks  and 
clarify  their  expectations  about  the  process.  A 
seven-member  team  representing  the  mission 
board  in  the  dialogues  had  recommended  that 
additional  meetings  be  scheduled.  But  elected 
board  directors  adopted  a  motion  by  Bishop 
Roy  Sano  (Denver  Area)  at  their  April  23-27 
meeting.  The  motion  called  for  such  a  review  of 
the  dialogue  process  to  be  completed  by  their 
October  meeting.  The  dialogues  were  initiated 
by  the  1984  General  Conference  in  response  to 
tensions  resulting  from  creation  of  the  Mission 
Society  that  same  year  as  an  alternative  mis¬ 
sionary-sending  agency. 

ECUMENIST  NAMED:  A  38-year-old 
ecumenist  has  been  nominated  to  lead  the  United 
Methodist  Christian  unity  commission.  If  elected 
by  the  denomination’s  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  in  a  mail  ballot,  the  Rev.  Bruce  W.  Robbins 
would  become  chief  executive  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns  Aug.  I.  He  would  succeed  the 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Huston,  who  is  retiring  after  25 
years  as  chief  executive.  Mr.  Robbins,  a  commis¬ 
sion  staff  member  since  1 986,  has  specialized  in 
Christian-Jewish  relations  as  well  as  work  with 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  Consulta¬ 
tion  on  Church  Union. 

50th  ANNIVERSARY:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  is  celebrating  its  50th 
anniversary  this  year  with  a  special  segment  on 
the  denomination’s  national  TV  show,  “Catch 
the  Snirit”;  magazine  articles;  and  a  history  of 
the  agency. 

CALL  TO  FIDELITY':  A  coalition  of 
21  evangelical  leaders  has  sounded  a  “Call  to 
Biblical  Fidelity.”  The  Rev. 

James  V.  Heidinger  II,  who 
heads  the  United  Methodist 
Good  News  caucus,  is  part 
of  the  group.  The  evangeli¬ 
cal  leaders  said  their  state¬ 
ment  was  a  response  to 
widespread  “intimidation” 
in  denominations  of  “those 
who  have  the  courage  to  )ames  Heidinger 
speak  out  for  the  historic  faith.”  The  state¬ 
ment’s  eight  “vital  issues”  deal  with  “the  femi¬ 
nist  agenda”  of  language  used  in  referring  to 
God,  abortion,  homosexuality,  “chastity  out¬ 
side  of  marriage”  and  authority  of  Scripture. 

APPEAL  FOR  ZAIRE:  An  appeal  for 

more  medical  supplies  for  Zaire  was  made  by 
the  Health  and  Welfare  Program  Department  of 
the  United  Methodist  mission  board  last 
month.  Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area), 
an  elected  director  of  that  department,  said 
more  assistance  is  needed  to  help  pastors,  teach¬ 
ers  and  medical  workers  fight  an  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome  epidemic  in  the 
African  nation. 

AUTONOMY  SUPPORTED:  Elect¬ 
ed  directors  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  National  Program  Division  have  vot¬ 
ed  to  support  the  Puerto  Rico  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  its  pursuit  of  status  as  an  autonomous 
church.  During  the  mission  board’s  April  20-27 
meeting  in  New  York,  the  National  Division  re¬ 
affirmed  its  90-year  mission  partnership  with 
the  Puerto  Rico  conference  and  pledged  to  as¬ 
sist  it. 

EXECUTIVE  NAMED:  A  veteran  mis¬ 
sionary  has  been  elected  staff  executive  for  ad¬ 
ministration  and  program  within  the  World 
Program  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Wilma  Joan  Roberts  has 
served  as  interim  assistant  general  secretary  in 
that  area  for  the  past  18  months.  Ms.  Roberts 
began  her  mission  career  30  years  ago  as  teacher 
and  school  administrator  for  the  autonomous 
Methodist  Church  in  Brazil. 

PLANNER  ELECTED:  Elected  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
have  elected  the  Rev.  Michael  G.  Rivas-Druck 
as  the  general  planner  for  the  mission  board. 
Before  his  election,  he  served  seven  years  as  di¬ 
rector  of  planning  for  the  mission  board’s  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division. 

PHYSICAL  CHALLENGE:  Creation 

of  a  "Congress  for  Physically  Challenged  Cler¬ 
gy”  is  on  the  agenda  for  the  first  Consultation 
for  Physically  Challenged  Clergy  Nov.  2-5  at 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville.  The  agen¬ 
da  includes  discussion  of  ministry  to  people 
with  handicapping  conditions  and  the  needs 
and  assets  of  clergy  members  with  handicapping 
conditions.  For  more  information,  write  the 
Rev.  Earl  H.  Miller,  16376  Highway  119.  Black 
Hawk,  Colo.  80422. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Baptism  study  paper  considers  'radical  shift' 

Panel's  deliberations  affirm  rites  for  infants  but  condemn  practice  of ' rebaptism ' 


Traditional  terms  retained 

Traditional  language  for  God  will  continue  to  be  used  in  United 
Methodist  baptisms  regardless  of  what  other  changes  may  be  made  in 
the  ritual. 

When  the  1988  General  Conference  gave  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  the  task  of  appointing  a  committee  to  study  the  United 
Methodist  understanding  of  baptism,  strict  orders  were  given: 

The  phrase,  “Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit”  must  be  retained. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


E.  Dale  Dunlap  makes  a  point 
as  he  presents  a  working  paper 
to  the  baptism  study  commit¬ 
tee.  Dr.  Dunlap's  presentation 
synthesized  the  contents  of  13 
previous  papers. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— Do 
United  Methodists  believe  that  a 
baby  is  born  with  sin  that  needs 
to  be  “washed  away”  at  baptism? 

Some  members  of  the  church’s 
special  baptism  study  committee 
noted  that  the  concept  of  original 
sin  is  a  traditional  Methodist  be¬ 
lief  (see  related  article). 

But  a  working  document  of  the 
committee  states  that  parents  of 
a  child  who  dies  without  baptism 
should  be  reassured  that  God 
has,  through  grace,  already  willed 
the  child’s  salvation. 

While  considering  the  docu¬ 
ment,  committee  members  dis¬ 
cussed  their  views  on  whether 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— The 
special  committee  studying  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  understanding  of 
baptism  has  strongly  affirmed  the 
validity  of  baptism  for  infants. 

Every  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  would  be  affected  if  the 
committee’s  final  product  is  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and,  in  turn,  by  the 
1992  General  Conference. 

At  the  panel’s  recent  meeting  at 
the  School  of  Theology  at  Clare¬ 
mont,  the  Rev.  E.  Dale  Dunlap 
presented  a  working  paper  titled 
"The  United  Methodist  Under¬ 
standing  of  Baptism.” 

The  paper  proposes  “one  bap¬ 
tism,  unrepeatable,  which  initi¬ 
ates  full  participation  into  the 
body  of  Christ.” 

'Rebaptism'  not  acceptable 

The  committee  was  told  that 
pastors  have  many  requests  for 
“rebaptism.”  Those  come  from 
people  who  report  a  profound 
spiritual  experience  or  who  can¬ 
not  remember  their  first  baptism. 
Some  pastors  reportedly  have 
been  honoring  that  request. 


infants  are  guilty  of  sin. 

“If  we  believe  in  original  sin, 
we  do  (believe  they  are  guilty),” 
said  the  Rev.  E.  Dale  Dunlap, 
former  dean  of  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

The  Rev.  Hoyt  L.  Hickman,  a 
staff  member  at  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  agreed. 
“A  child  is  bom  into  a  network 
of  fallen  human  relationships,” 
he  said.  “What  baptism  does  is 
bring  that  child  into  grace-filled 
relationships.” 

The  Rev.  Gayle  C.  Felton,  an 
historian  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Duke  University  Divinity 
School,  said,  “Wesley  clearly 
taught  that  children  were  bom 


Wrong,  said  Dr.  Dunlap,  dean 
emeritus  of  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

“Once  we  have  been  claimed 
by  Christ,  we  can  never  escape 
that  finality,”  he  said.  “We  can 
deny  it.  We  can  run  from  it.  But 
we  cannot  change  it.” 

The  working  paper  he  wrote 
says,  “Any  return  from  our  un¬ 
faith,  subsequent  gifts  of  the  spirit, 
conversion  experiences  or  other 
significant  life  change  are  to  be  un¬ 
derstood  and  celebrated  as  reaffir¬ 
mations  or  renewals  of  baptism,” 
not  as  an  additional  baptism. 

The  idea  that  baptism  “initi¬ 
ates  full  participation  into  the 
body  of  Christ”  is  a  departure 
from  current  practice.  The  state¬ 
ment  means  a  baptized  person  of 
any  age  is  a  full  member  of  the 
church.  That  concept,  if  adopted, 
could  signal  the  end  of  confirma¬ 
tion  in  its  current  form  (see  relat¬ 
ed  article). 

Putting  emphasis  on  God 

The  Rev.  Hoyt  L.  Hickman 
calls  the  working  document  a 
“radical  shift  from  emphasis  on 
what  we  do,  which  is  changing 


with  original  sin  and  original 
guilt.  American  Methodism  has 
gotten  away  from  that.” 

One  member  of  the  committee 
questioned  the  idea  of  inherent 
guilt. 

“Of  what  is  a  child  forgiven  in 
infant  baptism?”  asked  the  Rev. 
Garnett  M.  Wilder,  pastor  of 
Snellville  (Ga.)  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  i 

“We  do  not  baptize  because  a 
child  needs  to  be  baptized,”  he 
later  told  the  Reporter.  “We  bap¬ 
tize  because  the  covenant  be¬ 
tween  God,  the  community  of 
faith  and  the  person  needs  to  be 
made  visible  and  complete.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


and  fickle,  to  what  God  does, 
which  is  faithful  and  enduring.” 

Dr.  Hickman,  a  staff  member 
with  the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship,  is  considered  an  authority 
on  the  church’s  worship  practices. 

God’s  initiating,  enabling,  and 
empowering  grace  is  the  same  for 
all  people,  regardless  of  age,  the 
working  paper  states. 

Baptism,  the  paper  says,  “or¬ 
dains”  the  baptized  person  into 
the  ministry  of  the  church  to 
“embody  the  Gospel  and  the 
church  in  the  world.” 

The  word  “ordains”  is  under 
considerable  discussion. 

The  document  recognizes  two 
conversion  patterns — (1)  a  radi¬ 
cal  conversion  that  occurs  when 
a  person  does  an  about-face  from 
sin  to  a  new  life  and  (2)  a  nur¬ 
tured  conversion  that  occurs 
when  a  person  gradually  realizes 
that  “one  has  in  the  past  and  will 
continue  to  trust  one’s  whole  self 
freely  to  God.” 

Baptism  may  be  denied 

Both  infant  and  adult  baptism 
are  deemed  appropriate.  Some 
committee  members  cautioned, 
however,  that  baptism  might  be 
denied  an  infant  if  the  child’s  care 
givers  weren’t  willing  to  nurture 
the  child  in  the  Christian  faith. 

“The  infant  being  presented 
for  baptism  and  the  adult  seeking 
baptism  have  more  in  common, 
spiritually  speaking,  than  may 
first  appear,"  Dr.  Hickman  said. 
"Both  are  making  a  response  to 
God’s  grace  that  is  appropriate 
for  their  ages. 


“Even  a  2-week-old  infant  is 
making  a  response  to  the  love  of 
God  as  mediated  by  the  loving  care 
the  child  is  receiving  from  parents 
or  other  care  givers.  The  security, 
the  trust,  which  is  perceptible  in 
the  body  language  of  the  child  is  an 
appropriate  response  of  faith  for 
that  level  of  development. 

“Both  need  to  grow  in  Christ’s 
family — the  church — with  the 
nurturing  help  of  other  Chris¬ 
tians,”  Dr.  Hickman  said. 

As  the  paper  now  stands,  in¬ 
fant  dedication  services  aren’t 
recommended  and  shouldn’t 
stand  as  a  substitute  for  baptism. 
However,  services  of  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  for  the  birth  or  adoption  of  a 
child  would  be  considered  appro¬ 
priate,  Dr.  Hickman  said. 

Although  Dr.  Dunlap  wrote 
the  paper,  it  includes  ideas  pre¬ 
sented  previously  in  13  papers 
prepared  by  committee  members 
and  in  several  discussions  with 
laypeople  and  clergy  members. 

Comments  expected 

The  paper  remains  open  to 
criticism  and  feedback  from  cler¬ 
gy  and  laity.  The  final  document 
is  to  be  sent  to  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  for  approval. 

If  approved  there,  the  board 
would  then  draft  legislation  for 
consideration  by  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  top  policy-making  body. 

If  adopted  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  then,  and  only  then, 
would  the  committee’s  proposals 
be  incorporated  into  the  life  of 
the  church. 


What  do  we  mean  by  infant  baptism? 


Confirmation  may  be 
on  its  way  out  of  UMC 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— 
Confirmation  into  member¬ 
ship  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  may  be  on  its  way  out. 

If  a  proposal  being  devel¬ 
oped  by  a  special  committee 
studying  United  Methodist 
understanding  of  baptism  is 
sanctioned  by  the  1992  Gener¬ 
al  Conference,  baptism  alone 
would  initiate  a  person  of  any 
age  into  full  membership  in 
the  church  (see  related  article). 

The  category  of  preparatory 
membership  and  the  ritual  of 
confirmation  as  it’s  now  prac¬ 
ticed  would  be  eliminated. 

Rite's  importance  cited 

In  a  working  document  pre¬ 
sented  at  a  recent  study  com¬ 
mittee  meeting,  the  importance 
of  a  rite  to  reaffirm  baptism 
and  to  demonstrate  growth  in 
faith  and  understanding  was  ac¬ 
knowledged. 

According  to  the  committee, 
however,  the  rite  wouldn’t 
“complete  baptism”  nor  be  a 
“cram  course  for  church  mem¬ 
bership.” 

“Confirmation  as  it  now 
stands  is  a  matter  of  polity 
and  not  a  matter  of  faith,” 
said  the  Rev.  John  O.  Gooch 
of  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 

'Moving  into  faith' 

Under  a  new  name  and  as  a 
part  of  the  lifelong  process, 
confirmation  could  offer  ado¬ 
lescents  hands-on  experience 
in  missions  and  service  fol¬ 
lowed  by  reflection,  he  said. 

“It  is  a  way  of  moving  from 
a  childlike  faith  into  a  more 
adult  faith,”  Dr.  Gooch  said. 

The  committee’s  working 
paper  stresses  a  nurturing  pro¬ 
cess  that  helps  baptized  people 
develop  practical  disciplines 
of  prayer,  Bible  study,  Chris¬ 
tian  community  life,  service 
and  mission. 

A  mature  profession  of 


faith,  the  paper  contends,  con¬ 
tains  all  elements  of  conver¬ 
sion;  the  surrender,  or  death, 
of  self  that  leads  one  to  be¬ 
come  an  instrument  of  God’s 
purpose  in  the  world. 

'In  an  awful  mess' 

“We  have  gotten  ourselves 
into  an  awful  mess  by  center¬ 
ing  baptism  and  confirmation 
on  our  human  vows  and  on 
our  human  faith  rather  than  in 
the  faithfulness  of  God,”  the 
Rev.  Hoyt  L.  Hickman  told  a 
group  of  laypeople  and  clergy 
members  invited  to  the  study 
committee  meeting. 

Dr.  Hickman,  a  staff  mem¬ 
ber  at  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  said  the  first  cri¬ 
sis  perceived  by  his  agency, 
going  back  as  far  as  1968-69, 
was  that  of  confirmation. 

“We  got  all  kinds  of  input,” 
he  said,  “that  it  simply  did  not 
work  to  have  people  take  vows 
at  the  age  of  10,  12,  14  or 
whatever  and  rely  on  remind¬ 
ing  them  the  rest  of  their  lives 
of  the  vows  that  they  took. 

No  lifelong  pledge 

“We  have  learned  enough 
both  practically  and  theoreti¬ 
cally  about  faith  development 
to  know  that  nobody  can  ef¬ 
fectively  make  a  lifelong 
pledge  at  any  such  age. 

“As  we  study  the  condition 
of  the  people  who  are  at  every 
age  the  most  committed  in  the 
church,  we  discover  they  are 
the  people  for  whom  the  Lord 
had  done  something  lately. 

“Life-changing  experiences, 
conversion  experiences,  tend 
to  occur  again  and  again  in 
people’s  lives.  They  cannot  be 
scheduled.  John  Wesley  did 
not  schedule  Aldersgate.” 

Problems  in  confirmation 
are  reflected  in  local  congrega¬ 
tions,  Dr.  Hickman  continued. 
For  instance,  many  people 
drop  out  of  church  activities 
within  a  year  of  confirmation. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
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Singling — A  New 
Way  to  Live 
the  Single  Life 

John  R.  Landgraf 

Based  on  the 
author's  fif¬ 
teen  years  of 
experience  as  an 
educator  and  thera¬ 
pist  to  singles,  this 
book  offers  a  totally  new  way  of  looking  at  the 
single  life,  viewing  it  as  an  objective  to  be 
reached  rather  than  a  condition  to  be  endured. 
Singling  is  defined  as  "the  process  of  affirming 
one's  integrity  as  a  self."  It  is  seen  as  a  com¬ 
plete  lifestyle,  one  a  person  should  enter 
intentionally  and  never  exit,  even  if  married. 

Paper  $10.95 


RESOURCES  FOR  LIVING 
Andrew  D.  Lester,  General  Editor 

This  four-book  series  is  designed  to  help 
people  cope  with  problem  areas  in  life. 
Each  book  draws  upon  the  Bible,  Chris¬ 
tian  thought,  and  psychology  to  provide 
insights  into  why  these  issues  are  so  difficult 
and  how  they  may  be  handled  in  a  positive 
way. 

Two  new  volumes  in  the  series: 

When  You  Need  to  Take  a  Stand 

Carolyn  Stahl  Bohler 

Interpersonal  relationships  and  personal 
growth  can  be  enhanced  when  you 
speak  up  for  what  you  believe  in.  This 
book  presents  guidelines  for  deciding  when 
and  how  to  take  stands  and  finding  strength 
to  do  so.  Paper  $9.95 


The  Window  of  Childhood 

Glimpses  of  Wonder  and  Courage 
Olson  Huff,  M.D. 

Written  in  a  clear,  easy-to-read  style, 
pediatrician  Olson  Huff  provides  a 
"view  through  a  window"  in  which 
children  can  be  seen  as  unpolished  and 
unspoiled  parts  of  living  who  excite  response 
and  encourage  participation.  Eighteen  heart¬ 
warming  short  stories  demonstrate  how  chil¬ 
dren  tell  us  of  love,  joy,  pain,  death,  hope, 
friendship,  and  the  discovery  of  new  things 
,  'and  show  that  each  child  has  a  marvelous 
power  to  influence  the  world.  Paper  $9.95 


When  You  Are  Alone 

William  V.  Arnold  and  Margaret  Anne  Fohl 

This  problem-and-solution  book  looks  at 
the  positive  values  of  solitude  as  well  as 
negative  problems  of  loneliness.  Inte¬ 
grating  religious  and  psychological  perspec¬ 
tives  and  a  variety  of  personal  experiences, 
this  resource  explores  many  of  the  factors  that 
shape  ways  of  handling  aloneness. 

Paper  $9.95 

Other  titles  previously  announced: 

When  You  Feel  Insecure  When  You  Are  Feeing  Change 

John  P.  Reed  Riper  $9.95  J.  Bill  Ratliff  Paper  $9,95 


©Published  by  Westminster/John  Knox  Press 

Cokesbury 

Books  •  Bibles  •  Church  Supplies  / 

Order  toll  free,1-800-672-1789 
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A  Tribute  to 
Pastors'  Wives 


This  Sunday  is  Mother’s  Day,  and  I  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
pastors’  wives  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  —  both  those  who  are 
mothers  and  those  who  are  not.  As  I  travel  across  the  Conference,  I  am 
becoming  more  and  more  aware  of  the  individual  strength,  courage,  and 
commitment  of  pastors'  wives.  (Pastors’  husbands  are  also  a  significant 
part  of  our  Conference,  and  I  am  grateful  for  their  support  of  their 
spouses,  but  I’ll  save  that  for  another  time.) 

With  spring  comes  appointment  time  —  a  season  which  becomes  an 
annual  state  of  limbo  for  some  clergy  families.  It  can  be  a  season  of  ten¬ 
sion,  filled  with  hopes  and  fears.  Rumors  about  appointments  spread 
like  fire  ants,  and  can  be  just  as  stinging.  Yet,  overall,  I  see  pastors’ 
wives  getting  through  this  time  with  a  flexibility  and  calming  strength 
that  is  a  witness  to  their  spiritual  depth. 

When  a  new  appointment  is  made,  pastors’  wives  all  across  the  Con¬ 
ference  face  it  with  courage.  They  are  confronted  with  the  question  of 
the  education  and  adjustment  of  their  children.  They  are  concerned 
about  the  effects  of  this  change  on  their  spouses.  They  contend  with  the 
pain  of  leaving  behind  people  they  love  and  adjusting  to  a  different  lo¬ 
cality,  a  different  family  of  faith  (without  shopping  around)  —  and  even 
a  different  bed.  Yet,  overall,  pastors'  wives  get  through  this  time  with  a 
courage  so  steady  and  quiet  that  it  often  goes  unnoticed. 

Clergy  spouses  find  their  commitment  tested  during  the  difficult 
times  in  congregational  life.  Perhaps  they  are  compared  to  the  previous 
pastor's  wife  —  or  hear  their  husbands  compared  to  the  previous  pas¬ 
tor.  Perhaps  they  are  cautious  about  responding  openly  and  honestly, 
fearful  of  repercussions  against  their  husbands  (and  the  resulting 
threat  of  upheaval  for  their  families).  It  is  not  easy,  but,  overall,  I  see 
pastors’  wives  getting  through  these  times  with  their  commitment 
deepened  rather  than  eroded,  and  with  a  steadfast  joy  in  their  own  min¬ 
istries. 

The  comment  of  one  pastor's  wife  still  rings  in  my  ears: 

/  truly  love  the  congregation,  but  sometimes  I  don’t  think  they 

understand  the  sacrifice  we  made  to  go  into  ministry.  We  have  es¬ 
sentially  rescinded  our  personal,  private  lives  to  share  in  theirs. 

Our  future  is  not  in  our  hands.  Our  house  does  not  belong  to  us. 

Our  salary  is  public  knowledge,  discussed  and  decided  on  as  casu¬ 
ally  as  whether  to  paint  the  fellowship  hall  yellow  or  white. 

This  Sunday,  let’s  say  a  special  thank  you  to  that  one  who  copes  with 
those  moments  when  crucial  needs  in  the  parish  family  collide  with 
special  celebrations  in  her  personal  family,  that  one  who  copes  with  the 
fallibility  of  bishop  and  cabinet,  trusting  her  future  ultimately  to  God; 
that  one  who  copes  with  a  shadow  of  emptiness,  longing  for  her  “own 
nest”;  that  one  who  copes  with  the  gap  between  her  husband’s  educa¬ 
tional  level  and  salary  level,  simultaneously  affirming  the  privilege  of 
tithing;  that  one  who  copes  with  having  little  input  into  the  decisions  of 
the  church,  even  when  those  decisions  greatly  impact  the  well-being  of 
her  family. 

Strength,  courage  and  commitment  are  the  qualities  I  see  time  and 
again  among  the  pastors'  wives  in  our  Conference.  Individually  and  as 
a  group,  they  have  my  admiration,  my  respect,  and  my  deep  apprecia¬ 
tion. 

May  God  bless  them  as  they  bless  the  Church! 


Bishop's  Week  Scheduled 
June  18-20 

Bishop’s  Week  which  is  scheduled  for  June  18-20,  1990  at  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah  will  include  “Servant  Leadership”  as  this  year’s  theme.  Featured 
guest  speakers  are  Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake,  Dallas  area  as  the  Willson  lectur¬ 
er  and  Bishop  Susan  Morrison,  Philadelphia  area,  guest  preacher.  Dr.  Rog¬ 
er  Deschner,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  will  serve  as  the  music  leader 
and  Mr.  McCoy  Ransom  from  the  Ruston  District  will  also  serve  as  music 
leader  and  pianist.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  is  the  program  chairperson  for 
the  three  day  event. 

For  further  information  regarding  Bishop’s  Week,  contact  Beverly  Gen¬ 
try,  Mount  Sequoyah,  1 50  NW  Skyline  Drive,  Fayetteville,  AR  72701 . 


Sharing  Year-Round  Ideas . . . 

Mite  Boxes  for  Missions 

Our  church  voted  to  support  a  missionary  couple  in  Zaire.  It  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  our  “share”  would  be  $300,  based  on  a  goal  of  $  1  per  member. 

In  January  we  distributed  “mite  boxes”  to  the  families  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  asking  then  to  save  loose  change  and  bring  the  boxes  back  in  April, 
August  and  December. 

Our  attendance  increased,  our  regular  offerings  exceeded  the  budget, 
and  the  first  missionary  salary  in-gathering  day  netted  $338.60.  The  ad¬ 
ministrative  board  voted  immediately  to  raise  the  goal  to  $600. 

—  St.  Mark  UMC,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


Attention  Conference  Delegates 

You  are  urged  to  make  every  effort  possible  to  register  on  Monday 
morning,  June  4th,  at  8:00  a.m.  in  the  SUB  for  at  this  time  you  will 
be  given  your  Conference  Worship  Booklet  that  will  be  used  at  all  ser¬ 
vices  beginning  with  the  Service  of  Memorial  and  Holy  Communion 
at  1:45  on  Monday  afternoon. 


Louisiana  Native  to  Speak 

Dillard  to  Hold  Commencement  Exercises 


Dr.  Gardner  C.  Taylor,  a  Louisi¬ 
ana  native  and  pastor  of  the  Con¬ 
cord  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker  at  Dillard  Universi¬ 
ty’s  120th  Commencement  on 
Monday,  May  14,  at  5:30  p.m.  on 
Kearny  Hall  Terrace. 

Dr.  Taylor  has  held  his  current 
pastorate  since  1948,  and  is  a  past 
pastor  of  Beulah  Baptist  Church  of 
New  Orleans,  and  Mount  Zion  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge. 

“Time  Magazine”  has  pro¬ 
claimed  him  “the  Dean  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  black  preachers,”  and  both 
“Ebony  Magazine”  and  the  “Har¬ 
vard  Divinity  Bulletin”  have  called 
him  “one  of  the  greatest  preachers 
in  American  history.” 

He  has  presented  sermons  and 
addresses  internationally,  including 
Baptist  World  Alliance  meetings  in 
Copenhagen,  London  and  Tokyo, 
and  religious  meetings  in  Australia, 


the  Republic  of  China,  and  South 
and  Central  Africa.  He  has  lectured 
on  the  subject  of  preaching  at  sever¬ 
al  institutions,  including  the  Col- 
gate-Rochester  Divinity  School,  the 
Harvard  Divinity  School,  the  Yale 
Divinity  School  and  Atlantic  Chris¬ 
tian  College. 

Dr.  Taylor  was  the  first  black  and 
the  first  Baptist  to  serve  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Council  of  Churches  of 
the  City  of  New  York,  is  past  vice 
president  of  the  City  of  New  York 
Urban  League,  and  is  a  former 
member  of  the  City  of  New  York 
Board  of  Education.  He  is  a  past 
president  of  the  Progressive  Nation¬ 
al  Baptist  Convention,  and  a  former 
member  of  the  General  Council  of 
the  American  Baptist  Convention. 

Dr.  Taylor  has  earned  an  A.B.  de¬ 
gree  from  Leland  College,  and  a 
B.D.  degree  from  the  Oberlin  Grad¬ 
uate  School  of  Theology.  Several  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  have  awarded 


him  honorary  degrees. 

The  Dillard  University  Office  of 
Alumni  Affairs  has  announced  an 
exciting  schedule  of  activities  for  its 
Reunion,  ’90  celebration  which  is 
scheduled  for  May  11-14  in  New 
Orleans. 

Reunion  ’90  is  planned  for  alum¬ 
ni  of  class  years  ending  in  the  num¬ 
bers  “0”  and  “5,”  and  will  coincide 
with  the  university’s  Baccalaureate 
Service  and  Commencement  Exer¬ 
cises  May  13  and  14,  respectively. 

Prior  to  graduation.  Dr.  Zan 
Wesley  Holmes  Jr.,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  preaching  for  Southern 
Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas,  will 
deliver  the  Baccalaureate  Service  at 
5:30  p.m.  on  Sunday,  May  13,  on 
Kearny  Hall  Terrace. 

Active  and  distinguished  in  the 
religious  community,  he  is  senior 
pastor  of  the  St.  Luke  Community 


United  Methodist  Church  of  Dallas 
and  is  a  former  district  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  North  Texas  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
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Dr.  Gardner  C.  Taylor 


Around  the  Conference 


UTTER  PICKER-UPPERS  —  Two  groups  from  the  Pelican  United 
Methodist  Church  have  adopted  sections  of  the  roads  leading  into 
Pelican.  The  United  Methodist  Youth  and  the  M&M's  (Mini-Method¬ 
ists),  along  with  some  of  the  adult  church  members  picked  up  litter 
from  the  roadsides  on  March  12.  Church  pastor,  the  Rev.  Roy  E. 
Mouser  is  shown  with  the  group  in  front  of  the  Adopt-A-Road  sign 
in  downtown  Pelican. 


DEDICATION  HELD  —  The  First 
ville  recently  dedicated  their  new  Resource  Room.  The  room  will 
serve  as  a  library  and  resource  center  for  Sunday  School  teachers 
and  the  congregation  in  general.  The  room  was  dedicated  in  honor 
of  Mrs.  Elsie  Goins,  church  member  since  1924.  Mrs.  Goins  served 
as  Sunday  School  Superintendent  for  seventeen  years  and  continues 
to  remain  active  in  Christian  Education,  Missions,  and  UMW  work. 
Pictured  are  joAnn  Luttgeharm,  Elsie  Goins,  Beth  Leeder,  and  Ger¬ 
aldine  Knight.  Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted  is  pastor  of  First  Church,  Lees- 
ville. 


PRESTIGIOUS  HONOR  —  ludge  William  Kline  (right),  member  of  the 
Clinton  UMC,  receives  the  G.  O.  McGuffee  Public  Servant  Award 
from  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foundation's  State  Advisory  Coun¬ 
cil  member  Dr.  Roger  Sullivan. 


PRESENTATION  MADE  —  Shown  pictured  is  Dr.  Harvey  G.  William¬ 
son,  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Director,  presenting  a  check 
to  Mrs.  Sarah  Kreutziger,  representing  REACH  (Religious  Ecumenical 
Access  Channel)  in  New  Orleans  for  their  television  ministry. 


HEARTWARMING  GIFT  —  Dr.  Robert  Reich,  a  member  of  William 
B.  Reily  University  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  is  shown  signing  a 
gift  annuity  agreement  with  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  while  his  pastor,  Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland  and  Dr.  J.  J.  Cara¬ 
way,  Executive  Director  of  the  Foundation  look  on.  This  is  a  project¬ 
ed  gift  for  “Peace  With  justice"  causes  through  University,  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  and  the  General  Church.  Dr.  Reich's  witness 
of  faith  will  continue  in  perpetuity  through  his  generous  gift. 


SENSATIONAL  SPEAKER  —  Terry  Hershey,  well  known  author  at 
lecturer  on  singles  issues,  speaks  before  participants  at  First  UMC 
Baton  Rouge  during  a  recent  seminar.  The  conference,  entitled  “li 
timacy:  Building  Healthy  Relationships,"  was  sponsored  by  Fir 
Church,  Camphor  UMC,  University  UMC,  and  Broadmoor  UMi 
Baton  Rouge.  Approximately  140  persons  attended  the  two  d« 
seminar. 
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Editorial  -  - 

Prayer's  'strange  bond' 


Anyone  who  doubts  the  power  of 
prayer  should  talk  to  the  Rev.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Weir. 

The  Presbyterian  minister,  held 
hostage  in  Lebanon  from  1982-84, 
recently  had  some  provocative 
things  to  say  about  prayer: 

“I  still  have  the  experience  of 
meeting  people  who  are  unknown 
to  me  who  have  been  in  very  seri¬ 
ous  prayer  for  myself  and  others. 
It's  a  very  serious  bond  that  I  had 
not  been  aware  existed.  It  is  a 
strange  and  very  powerful  feeling.” 

Mr.  Weir’s  remarks  witness  to 
both  the  reality  and  mystery  of 
prayer  as  a  channel  for  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  reality:  Our  individual  and 
corporate  acts  of  prayer  “work." 
Skeptics  across  the  ages  have  pooh- 
poohed  that  reality  as  mere  super¬ 
stition  or  at  odds  with  “scientific 
truth.” 

People  like  Mr.  Weir  who  regu¬ 
larly  pray  and  have  experienced  its 
benefits  know  better.  Prayer,  partic¬ 
ularly  intercessory  prayer,  can  make 
a  positive  and  even  dramatic  differ¬ 
ence  in  our  relationship  both  to 
God  and  to  our  neighbors. 

The  mystery:  Precisely  how  God 


works  through  prayer  is  beyond  sci¬ 
entific  proof  or  even  human  under¬ 
standing  at  its  fullest. 

Acknowledgment  of  that  mystery 
helps  to  keep  life  in  its  proper  per¬ 
spective  as  a  wondrous  gift  of  God 
“whose  ways  are  not  our  ways.”  Ul¬ 
timately,  it  is  a  gift  that  we  can  “pay 
back"  only  by  returning  it  to  its 
Giver  in  lives  of  loving  service — in¬ 
cluding  our  prayers — for  others. 

All  who  have  been  in  prayer  for 
those  held  captive  against  their  wills 
in  the  Middle  East — and  for  God  to 
soften  the  hearts  of  their  captors — 
should  rejoice  at  recent  signs  that 
our  prayers  are  being  answered  and 
have  been  all  along  in  unfathomable 
ways. 

And  our  joy  at  the  release  of  hos¬ 
tages  Robert  Polhill  and  Frank 
Reed,  like  that  of  Benjamin  Weir 
before  them,  testifies  once  again  to 
the  “strange  bond”  between  us  and 
them. 

Amid  our  rejoicing,  however,  we 
should  redouble  our  prayers  for  the 
release  of  those  who  remain  impris¬ 
oned  and  for  their  captors. 

If  you  have  any  doubts  that  such 
prayers  make  a  difference,  just  ask 
Benjamin  Weir. 


Prayer,  especially  intercessory  prayer,  can  make  a  positive  and  dra¬ 
matic  difference  in  our  relationships  with  God  and  our  neighbors. 


Letters  to  the  Editor — 

Don't  alienate  potential  ally  Ted  Turner 


Your  April  27  editorial,  “Obey 
the  Ten  What??!!,”  is  an  example  of 
what  we  need  a  lot  less  of  in  this 
day  and  age. 

Maybe  Ted  Turner  might  do  bet¬ 
ter  to  reconsider  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  before  he  casts  them  on  the 
junk  pile  of  history.  But  before  we 
go  and  alienate  Mr.  Turner  because 
of  his  beliefs  about  one  of  our  reli¬ 
gious  tenets,  maybe  we  should  look 
in  our  own  house  to  see  how  we  are 
applying  those  Ten  Commandments 
to  saving  the  environment. 

This  issue  is  political,  and  it’s  not 
good  politics  to  alienate  someone 
who  is  on  your  side.  And  if  you 
want  to  look  at  it  from  a  biblical 
point  of  view,  then  how  about  John 
8:7,  “Let  him  who  is  without  sin 
among  you  be  the  first  to  throw  a 
stone  at  her.” 

The  Ten  Commandments  won’t 
save  us  from  polluting  ourselves  off 
the  face  of  the  earth,  but  maybe  the 
love  of  Christ  Jesus  just  might. 

John  A.  Stopple 
Kirkwood,  Missouri 

You  need  a  second  look 

I  read  with  interest  your  April  13 
editorial  reminding  us  that  rebirth  of 
freedom  on  a  political  level  may  be  a 
resurrection  but  it  isn’t  the  same  as 
the  resurrection  of  Christ.  That’s  a 
good  point,  but  one  of  the  examples 
you  cited  needs  a  second  look. 

You  spoke  of  “the  elections  end¬ 
ing  a  decade  of  bitter  warfare  in 
Nicaragua”  resulting  in  “the  revival 
of  hope  among  people  long  suffer¬ 
ing  from  fear,  exploitation  and 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“You  shall  not  take  the  name  of 
the  Lord  your  God  in  vain;  for  the 
Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  who 
takes  his  name  in  vain.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Micah  4:3-4) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  14 

Monday:  Psalms  31:1-8 
Tuesday:  Psalms  3 1 :9-24 
Wednesday:  Acts  6 
Thursday:  Acts  7:55-60 
Friday:  John  14:1-12 
Saturday:  John  14:13-14 
Sunday:  1  Peter  2:2-10 


economist  depression.” 

Our  leaders  and  our  press  treated 
the  win  by  the  coalition  of  parties 
backing  Violeta  Chamorro  as 
though  it  were  a  great  victory  for 
freedom  and  democracy.  But  that 
kind  of  thinking  seems  to  assume  it 
is  good  for  our  country  to  function 
as  an  empire,  dominating  the 
course  of  events  in  little  countries 
of  our  hemisphere. 

In  other  words,  if  Goliath  can  de¬ 
feat  little  David,  no  matter  what  the 
cost  in  human  suffering,  that’s  de¬ 
mocracy. 

The  Nicaraguan  situation  illus¬ 
trates  not  resurrection  but  the  deep 
need  for  repentance  in  this  country. 

The  hillsides  of  Nicaragua  are 
dotted  with  crosses,  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  living  young  people 
bear  deep  wounds  of  war.  While  we 
cheer  for  Eastern  Europe’s  new  pos¬ 
sibilities  for  freedom,  we  seem  to 
overlook  that  our  own  government 
is  impeding  freedom  in  this  hemi¬ 
sphere. 

Rae  Wilken 

Canoga  Park,  California 


Church  count  was  too  low 

I  would  like  to  make  a  slight  cor¬ 
rection  to  the  April  6  “Faith 
Watch"  article  headlined,  “Siberi¬ 
ans  seek  link.”  It  stated  that  15 
Methodist  churches  were  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union. 

A  16th  congregation  was  dedicat¬ 
ed  this  spring  in  a  rural  district  of 
southern  Estonia. 

Outside  Estonia  there  is  one  regis¬ 
tered  Methodist  congregation  in  the 
Transcarpathian  district  of  Western 
Ukraine  and  one  in  Sytyvkar,  capital 
of  the  Komi  Autonomous  Regiort  in 
the  Russian  Republic. 

If  the  Yakutsk  fellowship  receives 
state  registration  as  a  Methodist 
church,  it  will  bring  the  total  in  the 
Soviet  Union  to  19. 

Mark  Elliott 
Wheaton,  Illinois 
They  left  trash! 

I’m  writing  about  two  articles  in  the 
April  6  Reporter  on  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  commemorating  the  10th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  slaying  of  Archbishop 
Oscar  Romero  of  El  Salvador. 

The  afternoon  of  April  6  my  wife 


and  I  were  among  many  thousands, 
including  foreigners,  sightseeing  in 
Washington  during  the  terrible 
weather,  as  noted  in  the  article  by 
William  K.  McElvaney.  We  found 
the  area  in  front  of  the  Capitol 
trashed  with  the  placards  and  ban¬ 
ners  referred  to  in  the  article. 

I  picked  up  two  soggy  items  car¬ 
rying  the  names  of  CISPES  and 
Christie  Institute.  I’m  somewhat 
aware  of  these  organizations  since 
they  are  occasionally  featured  in  the 
Reporter.  1  have  mixed  feelings 
about  their  goals,  not  really  know¬ 
ing  the  pros  and  cons  about  the  situ¬ 
ations  in  Central  America. 

I  do  know  this:  These  people 
brought  in  banners  and  placards 
and  left  trash!  They  brought  these 
items  in.  Why  couldn’t  they  have 
taken  them  away? 

When  I  see  the  names  CISPES 
and  Christie  Institute  now,  the 
trashing  of  the  area  in  front  of  the 
Capitol  will  be  the  first  thing  that 
will  come  to  my  mind. 

Frank  Alexander 
Denver,  Colorado 


Faithfully  vonrs —  —  - 

One  woman's  journey  of  faith 
spans  decades  of  assemblies 


I  was  balancing  my  suitcase,  por¬ 
table  computer  and  camera  equip¬ 
ment  on  my  luggage 
cart  when  a  stately 
woman  walked  up 
and  asked,  “Do  you 
know  if  a  plane  has 
come  in  from  Chi¬ 
cago?” 

Her  plane  turned 
out  to  be  my  plane, 
headed  for  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  the 
1 990  United  Methodist  Women’s  As¬ 
sembly. 

“I’ve  been  to  nearly  every  one  of 
them,"  said  Joda  Coleman  with 
pride.  “Except  when  my  late  hus¬ 
band  was  sick.  He  was  a  diabetic.  I 
was  all  set  to  go  to  Portland,  Ore., 
in  1966,  and  he  took  sick  the  night 
before  I  was  supposed  to  leave. 

“But  other  than  that,  if  the  Lord 
gives  me  good  health  and  strength 
to  go  an  assembly,  I  go.” 

I  thought:  “All  but  ONE  assem¬ 
bly?  How  old  is  Joda?” 

She  told  me  she  was  85  and  had 


been  “a  good  Methodist  all  her  life.” 

“I  remember  all  those  assem¬ 
blies,"  continued  Joda,  who  moved 
from  Chicago  to  Muskogee,  Okla. 
after  her  husband  died.  “When  we 
went  to  Milwaukee  in  1954,  we  had 
to  drive  back  and  forth  from  Chica¬ 
go  every  day.  But  we  still  had  a 
good  time.” 

She  continued,  “When  I  went  to 
Houston  in  1970,  I  was  really 
dressed  up.  And  after  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  assembly  in  1982,  my  friend, 
Irene  Richards,  and  I  went  on  to  At¬ 
lantic  City.  We  really  had  a  great 
time  that  week.” 

I  asked,  “Doesn’t  it  wear  you  out 
to  do  all  that  walking  and  standing 
in  the  long  lines  during  those  as¬ 
sembly  meetings?” 

Joda  said  that  was  part  of  going  to 
meetings — standing  in  long,  long  lines 
and  making  new  friends  in  the  faith. 

“But  you  know,  I’m  getting  old,” 
she  said.  “When  I  went  to  Anaheim, 
Calif.,  in  1986.  I  stood  in  line  for  six 
hours  just  to  register.  That’s  why  I  de¬ 
cided  to  come  a  day  early  this  time.” 


When  we  arrived  at  the  hotel, 
Joda  had  a  message  from  Irene.  She 
was  eagerly  waiting  for  Joda. 

As  she  left,  Joda  turned  to  me 
and  said,  “I  don’t  know  when  I’ll 
see  you  again,  but  you  kiss  that  new 
baby  for  me  and  tell  her  it’s  from 
her  Aunt  Joda.” 

Later  that  night,  I  saw  Joda  and 
Irene  in  the  lobby.  Though  decades 
my  senior,  they  seemed  like  school 
girls,  bubbling  with  excitement  as 
they  scanned  the  program  booklet 
containing  prayers  and  songs  of 
praise  selected  for  the  worship  ser¬ 
vices. 

1  had  wondered  for  the  past  few 
months  just  what  I  should  record  in 
my  assembly  journal  book,  called 
“The  Witness  Within.”  Now  I  know 
exactly  what  I  want  to  remember: 
the  journey  of  one  woman  of  faith 
and  the  legacy  she’ll  leave  for  chil¬ 
dren  of  tomorrow. 

— DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Ms.  Stovall  is  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 
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What  others — 
- are  saying 

“The  temptation  is  to  cave  in  to  the 
temper  of  the  times  and  become 
something  we  [United  Methodists] 
never  were:  rigid,  doctrinaire  and  a 
protector  of  middle-class  values.  After 
all,  we  want  to  live  a  long  time,  and 
long  life  seems  dependent  upon  popu¬ 
larity.  But  that  may  not  work.  It’s  not 
in  our  denominational  genes.” 

— The  Rev.  William  J.  Carter,  for¬ 
mer  director,  Holston  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries 


My  Witness  ,  , 

Now  that  I  have  cancer, 

I  know  the  grace  of  God 


By  JOHN  ROBERT  McFARLAND 

“Now  that  1  have  cancer. ...” 

That’s  the  way  I  start  almost  every 
conversation  these  days.  Being  a  can¬ 
cer  patient  is  changing  the  way  I  look 
at  almost  everything. 

Having  cancer  is  the  central  fact 
of  my  existence  and,  thus,  the  major 
channel  of  God’s  grace. 

Now  that  I  have  cancer,  getting  well 
is  a  full-time  job.  (I  could  say  that  be¬ 
ing  sick  is  a  full-time  job,  but  how  you 
say  that  determines,  I  think,  whether 
you  get  well  or  just  stay  sick).  Because 
of  that,  it  is  also  my  ministry. 

When  I  started  chemotherapy, 
the  nurses  told  me,  “Because  your 
immune  system  will  be  depressed, 
you  must  stay  away  from  sick  peo¬ 
ple  and  crowds.” 

1  said,  “Good  grief!  Half  of  my 
job  is  sick  people,  and  the  other  half 
is  crowds.” 

‘Be  creative' 

They  said,  “Be  creative.”  So  I  de¬ 
cided  to  do  my  ministry  by  letting 
people  watch  me  getting  well. 

That  doesn’t  mean  1  give  an  “or¬ 
gan  recital”  every- Sunday.  It  does 
mean  that  I’m  as  open  and  honest 
as  I  can  be  about  what  being  sick 
and  getting  well  means  to  me. 

Many  people  dread  disease.  Some 
don’t  even  want  to  hear  the  word 
“cancer.”  I  understand  that.  But 
getting  sick  is  part  of  life,  and  being 
a  person  of  faith  doesn’t  exempt 
one  from  any  of  life. 

Jesus  reminded  us  that  “the  rain 
falls  on  the  just  and  the  unjust.”  I 
share  what  that  saying  means  by  hav¬ 
ing  cancer.  I  say  the  <vord  all  the  time. 
I  tell  about  my  fear  and  pain,  and  I  re¬ 
joice  in  the  love  that  OOmes  to  me. 

Now  I  understand  grayer  less  than 
ever,  but  I  practice  if  more.  I  know 
I’ve  been,  and  am,  upheld  by  prayer. 
Somehow  those  prayers  give  strength 
to  the  “everlasting  arras.” 

'Someone  is  praying  for  me' 

At  times  in  the  hospital  in  early 
February,  1  felt  the  next  five  min¬ 
utes  would  be  more -than  I  could 
bear.  Then  I  would  think,  “I’ll  bet 
someone  is  praying  for  me  at  this 
very  moment.”  That  thought  got 
me  through. 

I  don’t  understand  it,  but  I  suS* 
pect  that  prayer  is  the  way  God  al¬ 
lows  us  to  participate  in  the 
narrative  of  grace. 

Each  morning  I  pray  for  anyone 
who  doesn’t  have  someone  to  pray 
for  him  or  her  that  day.  As  long  as 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  The  Rev.  lohn  Robert 
McFarland  is  pastor  of  Areola  (III.) 
United  Methodist  Church  (Central  Il¬ 
linois  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
tor  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"My  Witness,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  66 0275,  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


I’m  alive,  I  don’t  intend  for  anyone 
in  the  world  to  go  without  a  prayer. 

Now  that  I  have  cancer,  I  know 
that  we  exist  only  by  the  grace  of 
God,  not  just  in  general  but  in  each 
moment,  in  each  of  those  five-min¬ 
ute  periods  that  sometimes  seem  to 
be  an  eternity. 

Now  my  priorities  are  different.  I 
don’t  sweat  the  small  stuff. 

My  first  night  out  after  surgery 
was  a  church  administrative  council 
meeting.  Going  to  it  confirmed  the 
fears  of  my  friends  that  I  really  did 
lose  my  mind  in  the  experience. 

My  wife  warned  me  as  I  slipped 
out  the  door,  “Look  out  for  Fler- 
schel.  He  was  mad  about  something 
after  church  yesterday.  He’ll  proba¬ 
bly  jump  all  over  you  at  board.” 

1  said,  “Honey,  after  you’ve 
looked  death  in  the  eye,  Herschel  is 
a  piece  of  cake  .” 

I  really  do  have  faith! 

Now  I  know  that  I  really  do  have 
faith.  You  don’t  know,  do  you,  until 
you  have  to  use  it?  It’s  both  relief  and 
joy  to  know  that  you  actually  believe 
in  what  you’ve  been  preaching! 

Now  I’m  one  of  the  pre-trium- 
phanf.  I  have  moved,  in  spirit,  from 
the  church  militant  to  the  church 
triumphant.  I  don’t  mean  that  in  a 
final  sense,  of  course,  but  in  the  way 
Paul  asks  about  it  in  Romans  8. 

1  have  the  best  of  the  communion 
of  saints:  I  get  to  be  in  both 
churches  at  once. 

In  fact,  I  made  up  a  little  poem: 
“Christ  and  I/Looked  death  in  the 
eye./Death  blinked.” 

Now  that  I  have  cancer,  I  believe 
in  “love,  medicine  and  miracles,” 
the  title  of  a  book  by  Dr.  Bemie  Sie¬ 
gel,  the  cancer  patient’s  guru. 

I  know  that  it’s  love — the  love  of 
God,  the  love  of  friends  and  fam¬ 
ilies,  the  love  of  those  who  pray  for 
us — that  makes  medicine  and  mir¬ 
acles  possible. 
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Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Inv 

Rate* 

4  yr.  term 

$100 

9% 

1  yr.  term 

$100 

8% 

Flexible 

$100 

7% 

'Ratos  subject  to  change. 

For  as  little  as  $100,  notes  may  be  purchased.  Available  only 
to  United  Methodist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organiza¬ 
tions,  Boards  or  agencies.  Be  a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church 
into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your  own  personal  investment 
goals. 

The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to  churches. 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing:  The  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  10115.  Tel.  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633  if  out-of-NY 
State. 
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NEW  OFFICERS:  Bishop  Leroy  C.  Ho- 
dapp  (Indiana  Area)  succeeded  Bishop  Jack  M. 
Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area) 

May  1  as  president  of  the 
^United  Methodist  Council 
'of  Bishops.  The  council 
elected  Bishop  Emilio  de 
.Carvalho  (Angola  Area)  as 
president-designate.  Bishop 
de  Carvalho  is  the  first  Afri¬ 
can  bishop  so  honored  and 
only  the  second  from  out-  Leroy  Hodapp 
side  the  United  States.  He  is  to  succeed  Bishop 
'Hodapp  as  the  council’s  presiding  officer  in 
May  1991. 

MAYOR  COURTS  CHURCH: 

'  New  York  Mayor  David  N.  Dinkins  recently 
wrote  a  letter  to  “the  members  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church”  asking  them  to  decide  to 
keep  the  main  offices  of  their  mission  board  in 
■his  city.  The  1988  General  Conference,  govern¬ 
ing  body  of  the  denomination,  ordered  a  task 
force  to  study  the  feasibility  of  moving  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  from  New  York 
City.  The  task  force  is  to  report  to  the  1992 
General  Conference. 


47  SPEAK  TO  PANEL:  Forty  seven 

people  spoke  at  the  first  of  five  regional  “listen¬ 
ing  posts”  being  conducted  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  To  Study  Homosexuality.  The 
26-member  study  committee  was  created  by  the 
church’s  General  Council  on  Ministries  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  an  action  by  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  Only  five  of  the  47  who  spoke  April  28  in 
Madison,  N.J.,  opposed  the  homosexual  lifestyle. 


CLOROX  BOYCOTT  ENDS:  The 

group  calling  itself  Christian  Leaders  for  Re¬ 
sponsible  Television — or  Clear-TV — has  ended 
its  10-month  boycott  of  Clorox  Corp.  Clear-TV 
representatives  said  they  began  the  boycott  be¬ 
cause  of  the  sex,  violence  and  profanity  on  tele¬ 
vision  programs  sponsored  by  Clorox.  They 
said  they  ended  the  boycott  after  Clorox  re¬ 
duced  by  two-thirds  its  sponsorship  of  material 
the  organization  considered  objectionable.  A 
boycott  of  Mennen  products  remains  in  place 
by  the  same  group  of  1,600  Christian  leaders 
from  more  than  70  denominations. 


AVERAGE  PASTORAL  PAY:  The 

average  pastor  makes  $56,695,  the  National  As- 
sociatidlfof  Chnrdl  'Business  Administration, 
reports.  The  figure  comes  from  a  recent  survey 
of  700  churches  across  the  United  States.  The 
amount  includes  base  salary,  housing/utilities 
allowances,  retirement  benefits  and  insurance 
costs.  The  association  said  pastoral  pay  ranges 
from  from  $4,290  to  $174,078  per  year.  Survey 
questionnaires  went  to  20,000  churches.  Just 
700  responded. 

PUBLICIST  CHOSEN:  The  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  university  relations  at  Samford  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Birmingham,  Ala.,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Religious  Public  Relations  Coun¬ 
cil.  Wesley  M.  (Pat)  Pattillo  succeeds  Thomas  S. 
McAnally,  director  of  United  Methodist  News 
Service.  The  council  is  an  international  interfaith 
group  of  religious  communicators. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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UM  Women  witness  to  new  world 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo. — More  than  10,000  "witnesses  for  a  new  world" 
draw  inspiration  from  the  1990  United  Methodist  Women's  Assembly.  At 
top,  banners  like  this  welcome  Assembly  participants.  Above  left,  the  Rev. 
Pablo  Sosa  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Argentina  leads  singing.  Above 
right,  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  president  of  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries,  co-celebrates  communion  at  the  Assembly.  Right,  Women 
representing  local  UMW  units  sing  in  the  Assembly  choir.  Besides  joining 
in  worship  and  hearing  keynote  speakers  during  plenary  sessions.  Assem¬ 
bly  participants  also  chose  from  among  63  focus  groups  for  more  special¬ 
ized  instruction.  Additional  coverage  of  the  Assembly  will  appear  in 
future  issues  of  the  Reporter. 

e 

COMMUNION  PHOTO  BY  LINDA  ELMINGER,  GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
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Women  target  environment,  children 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— Noth¬ 
ing —  not  even  near-incessant 
rain — could  stop  10,100  women 
who  came  from  every  state  May  3- 
6  to  the  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en's  Quadrennial  Assembly. 

Speakers,  workshops,  concerts 
and  dancers  centered  on  two 
themes:  protecting  the  environ¬ 
ment  and  the  world’s  children. 


Dr.  Noel  Brown,  an  environ¬ 
mental  officer  for  the  United  Na¬ 
tions,  said  that  “the  decade  of 
the  90s  may  be  our  last  opportu¬ 
nity  to  turn  the  tide  of  environ¬ 
mental  degradation  and  abuse.” 

He  raised  some  alarming  statis¬ 
tics,  such  as  Americans  throwing 
away  enough  office  and  writing 
paper  annually  to  build  a  wall  12 
feet  high  stretching  from  Los  An¬ 
geles  to  Kansas  City.  Americans 
also  throw  way  enough  iron  and 


steel  to  continuously  supply  all 
the  nation’s  automakers,  he  said. 

The  solution  to  these  prob¬ 
lems,  he  said,  is  for  people  to 
think  about  the  world  as  a  whole; 
develop  principles  of  equity  to 
govern  relations  of  all  people;  ex¬ 
amine  our  own  lifestyles  and 
reach  out  to  the  private  sector. 

Another  speaker,  Lois  Marie 
Gibbs,  told  how  she,  a  “full-time 
homemaker,”  became  involved 


in  environmental  issues.  She 
founded  the  Citizens  Clearing¬ 
house  for  Hazardous  Wastes  and 
the  Love  Canal  Homeowners  As¬ 
sociation. 

In  her  community  of  Love  Ca¬ 
nal  in  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.,  12 
years  ago,  residents  discovered 
they  were  living  near  a  toxic 
waste  dump.  She  said  21,000 
tons  of  chemical  poisons  buried 
near  her  home  were  making  her 
children  sick  and  causing  birth 


defects  in  others. 

“As  women,  mothers,  and  edu¬ 
cators.  we  must  teach  others  to 
protect  Mother  Earth.  We  must 
teach  others  about  how  impor¬ 
tant  it  is  to  protect  our  environ¬ 
ment.  . . .  Together,  we  can  win 
environmental  justice  for  all.” 

Following  those  presentations, 
the  women  addressed  postcards 
to  themselves  listing  three  things 
they  will  do  back  home  to  better 
the  environment. 


Asbury 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


Discover  the  joy  of  Asbury’s 
Mission  for  Ministry 

For  65  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have 
served  at  the  forefront  of  Christ's  army  of 
compassion  around  the  world  as  ministers, 
missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 

Now,  you  can  be  a  part  of  Asbury's  effective 
servant-leader  team. 

If  you  feel  called  to  Christian  ministry  piiepare 
yourself  where  faculty  and  studerts  stand  true 
to  biblical,  Wesleyan,  evangelical  beliefs. 

Let  us  show  you  how  to  combine  the  strength 
of  your  Christian  commitment  with  Asbury's 
mission  for  ministry 
Accredited  graduate  degree  programs 
for  Christian  leadership  include: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 

•  Research:  Biblical  Studies;  Theological  Studies 

•  Specialization:  Christian  Education; 

Church  Music;  Parish  Counseling; 

World  Mission  and  Evangelism;  Youth  Ministry 
Dual  Degree:  Master  of  Divinity/Mdster  of  Arts  - 
Pastoral  Counseling 
Master  of  Theology  in  World  Mission 
and  Evangelism 
Doctor  of  Mlsslology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 

Cooperative  Programs  (University  of  Kentucky): 
Master  of  Social  Work  (UKl  and  M.Dlv, 
or  M.A.  (Asbury) 

Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 

Special  Continuing  Education/Leadership/ 
Mlnsterial  programs 

Let's  talk  about  ways  you  can  find  your  place  In 
Asbury's  mission  for  ministry 


Asbury 

Theological 

Seminary 


Wilmore,  KY  40390 


Call  1  800  2-ASBURY 


APPROVED  BY  THE 
UNIVERSITY  SENATE  OF  THE 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


In  Kentucky  (606)  858-3581, 

Eastern  time  zone. 

For  student  enrollment  Information,  ask 
for  Admissions.  For  other  Information,  ask 
for  Development. 


Children's  defender  shares  get-busy  tactics 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— During  a 
day-long  emphasis  on  children  at  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Assem¬ 
bly,  Dr.  Marian  Wright  Edelman, 
founder  of  the  Children's  Defense 
Fund  in  Washington,  garnered 
choruses  of  “amen”  and  thunderous 
applause  as  she  described  “the  moral 
gap  between  the  hopes  and  expecta¬ 
tions  we  have  for  our  children  and  the 
way  we  actually  treat  them.” 

Dr.  Edelman  said: 

/  Every  eight  seconds  of  the  school 
day  an  American  child  drops  out. 

/  Every  26  seconds  of  each  day. 


an  American  child  runs  away  from 
home. 

S  Every  47  seconds,  an  American 
child  is  abused  or  neglected. 

Dr.  Edelman  told  the  women  that 
we  can  find  hope  for  our  children 
through: 

1.  Prayer.  “Ask  God  for  compas¬ 
sion  to  see  the  suffering  faces  of  chil¬ 
dren  behind  the  statistics.  Ask  God 
for  the  wisdom  to  know  what  you 
faithfully  and  realistically  can  do. 

2.  “Begin  to  care  for  children 
right  in  our  own  homes  and  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  What  are  our  lifestyles 
telling  our  children,  our  grandchil¬ 
dren,  our  nieces  and  nephews,  and 


our  neighbors’  children?  . . .  Are  we 
living  lives  that  set  this  example?” 

3.  "Understand  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  to  children  in  our  communities. 
Get  involved.  Get  angry.  Demand 
action.  The  more  we  open  our  eyes 
and  see  the  need  for  response  to  the 
suffering  all  around  us,  the  more 
committed  we  become.” 

4.  “Be  the  voice  of  children.  Chil¬ 
dren  can’t  vote,  they  don’t  tithe, 
and  they  don’t  have  influence. 
Speak  out  for  what  children  need 
during  their  early  childhood  years, 
in  school  and  in  the  community. 
You  know  more  about  what  chil¬ 
dren  need  than  most  politicians  do. 


It’s  up  to  you  to  tell  the  politicians.” 

As  her  call  to  action,  she  asked 
women  to  write  to  President  Bush, 
asking  that  he  not  veto  the  Child 
Care  bill  soon  to  be  ready  for  his  sig¬ 
nature.  She  said  that  the  10,000  post¬ 
cards  she  expected  to  be  written  last 
week  will  be  presented  to  White 
House  staff  at  a  major  press  confer¬ 
ence. 

Finally.  Dr.  Edelman  challenged 
the  women  to  “be  a  flea  for  chil¬ 
dren,"  go  back  home  and  “keep 
even  the  biggest  institutions 
scratching"  until  the  basic  human 
needs  of  the  poor  are  heard. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


Bishops  want  congregations  revitalized 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

DETROIT — Your  bishops  want 
you  to  begin  revitalizing  your  con¬ 
gregation. 

To  initiate  that  process,  the  66 
active  United  Methodist  bishops 
meeting  last  week  adopted  a  pasto¬ 
ral  letter  and  supporting  foundation 
document  entitled  “Vital  Congrega¬ 
tions — Faithful  Disciples:  Vision 
for  the  Church.” 

The  two  documents  are  to  be  re¬ 
leased  during  a  churchwide  “Gather¬ 
ing"  Oct.  31 -Nov.  4  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas.  That  event  is  to  launch  the 
bishops'  initiative  formally. 

The  gathering,  to  be  staffed  by 
the  church's  General  Board  of  Dis- 


cipleship,  is  expected  to  attract 
3.000  to  5,000  participants. 

More  than  2,500  people  have  reg¬ 
istered  for  the  gathering,  said  re¬ 
tired  Bishop  Roy  C.  Clark, 
coordinator  of  the  initiative. 

Bishop  Clark  said  the  the  bish¬ 
ops'  initiative  isn’t  a  “handed- 
down"  program. 

“The  Council  of  Bishops  is  not  a 
program  agency,"  he  noted. 

’’We're  not  basically  concerned 
with  technique  but  are  inviting  con¬ 
gregations  to  engage  in  theological 
and  biblical  reflection  on  what 
they're  called  to  be,"  he  added. 

Precedent  for  using  a  pastoral  let¬ 
ter  and  foundation  document  to 
stimulate  churchwide  discussion 
and  action  was  set  in  1986.  That 


year  the  bishops  released  “In  De¬ 
fense  of  Creation."  a  pastoral  letter 
that  addressed  nuclear  weapons. 

Bishop  Clark  said  that  every 
United  Methodist  pastor  has  re¬ 
ceived  information  about  the  con¬ 
gregational  revitalization  initiative 
and  the  Fort  Worth  “Gathering" 

Additional  information  is  avail¬ 
able  from  the  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipieship  in  Nashville,  he  said. 

In  other  action  the  bishops  heard 
an  update  from  Bishop  William 
Boyd  Grove  (West  Virginia  Area) 
on  the  process  to  develop  a  cove¬ 
nant  with  member  churches  of  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union,  in¬ 
cluding  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Bishop  Grove  reminded  his  col¬ 


leagues  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  “constitutionally  ecu¬ 
menical;  ecumenism  is  in  our  blood 
as  a  church." 

He  described  the  covenanting 
process  by  COCU’s  nine  member 
bodies  as  “one  of  the  most  challeng¬ 
ing  processes  toward  unity  that  our 
church  has  ever  faced." 

The  COCU  process  calls  for  the 
nine  churches  to  become  a  “cove¬ 
nant  communion  of  churches"  in 
which  existing  church  structures  re¬ 
main  autonomous. 

However,  member  bodies  would 
enter  into  ‘‘full  communion"  with 
each  other.  They  would,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  mutually  recognize  baptisms 
and  ordinations  and  engage  in  com¬ 
mon  witness. 
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SADNESS'  EXPRESSED:  The  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  issued  a  150-word  statement  May 
4  expressing  "sadness"  at  the  recent  announce¬ 
ment  by  the  unofficial  Good  News  caucus  that 
it  is  planning  to  offer  alternative  Sunday  school 
curriculum  materials  for  United  Methodists. 
The  bishops  stated  that  "we  have  appreciated 
the  declared  determination  of  the  Good  News 
Caucus  to  avoid  divisive  initiatives  within  our 
denomination,  but  we  see  this  move  as  a  devi¬ 
ation  from  that  policy.  We  call  upon  the  Good 
News  Caucus  to  reconsider  this  action.”  The 
statement  added  that  the  bishops  "affirm  our 
confidence"  in  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  and  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  as  suppliers  of  teaching  materials  for  the 
church  that  are  “based  in  scriptures  and  are 
faithful  to  the  historic  Wesleyan  doctrines. . . .” 

SAGA  OF  THE  BELLS:  The  silenced 
bells  of  Nashville’s  Belshire  United  Methodist 
Church  were  allowed  to  ring  out  on  Palm  Sun¬ 
day  and  Easter.  A  local  judge  had  ordered  the 
memorial  carillon  to  be  turned  off  in  January 
until  neighbors’  complaints  about  the  noise 
could  be  heard  by  a  jury.  The  case  is  scheduled 
for  June  4.  Meanwhile,  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas  has  reduced  the  ringing  of 
its  Westminster  chimes  because  of  similar  noise 
complaints  from  nearby  neighbors.  SMU  Presi¬ 
dent  A.  Kenneth  Pye  said  he  hoped  negotiations 
between  the  university  and  the  complainants 
would  resolve  the  problem. 

ANTI-DRUG  FUNDING:  Elected 

directors  of  the  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry 
have  agreed  to  assist  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
anti-drug  initiative.  The  division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  is  to 
provide  funds  to  help  sponsor  a  "Redeeming 
the  City"  symposium  at  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  in  Washington  Sept.  26-29.  The  event 
is  to  involve  leaders  from  all  13  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  seminaries  and  bring  together 
theologians,  educators,  episcopal  leaders  and 
pastors  who  have  been  effective  in  developing 
drug-abuse  programs.  The  goal  is  to  equip  pas¬ 
tors  to  offer  spiritual  leadership  in  the  war 
against  drugs. 

DONATIONS  UP:  United  Methodists 
increased  their  giving  to  denomination-wide  ask¬ 
ings  over  1989  levels  by  almost  8  percent  during 
the  first  quarter  of  1990,  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  reports.  Fund¬ 
ing  for  19  national  and  international  United 
Methodist  programs  totals  $18.1  million.  Con¬ 
tributions  to  the  World  Service  Fund,  the  pri¬ 
mary  support  for  general  boards  and  agencies, 
rose  to  $5.5  million,  an  increase  of  12  percent 
over  the  same  period  in  1 989. 

MISSIONARIES  APPROVED:  The 

independent  Mission  Society  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  approved  19  missionaries  at  its  spring 
meeting  to  serve  in  nine  countries.  These  new 
missionaries  were  the  society’s  largest  class  of 
candidates.  They  bring  the  number  of  mission¬ 
aries  the  unofficial  agency  has  sent  to  77  in  18 
countries. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Drug  czar,  pastor  clash  over  children 

National  anti-crack  gathering  urged  to  'love'  public  housing  projects  'clean' 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  CHARLES  LERRIGO 


SAN  FRANCISCO— Members  of  the  Glide  United  Methodist  Church  of  San  Francisco  "testify" 
to  victory  over  drugs  during  a  national  conference  about  the  effects  of  crack  cocaine  on  family 
and  community. 


Bishops  told  'lead  on' 


Compiled  from  News  Services 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  na¬ 
tion’s  drug  enforcement  czar  and 
a  local  United  Methodist  pastor 
clashed  verbally  during  a  recent 
church-sponsored  conference  on 
crack  cocaine. 

After  William  Bennett  pro¬ 
posed  that  children  in  crack-in¬ 
fested  neighborhoods  be  put  in 
orphanages,  the  Rev.  Cecil  Wil¬ 
liams  of  San  Francisco’s  Glide 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  fired  back: 

“Let  me  tell  you,  Mr.  Bennett, 
you  are  not  going  to  get  our  chil¬ 
dren.  So  pull  your  troops  and  ev¬ 
erybody  else  back.  Because  it’s 
recovery  time.” 

The  1,400-plus  anti-drug  work¬ 
ers  from  across  the  United  States 
who  gathered  at  the  San  Francis¬ 
co  meeting  roared  their  agree¬ 
ment  with  Mr.  Williams’ 
declaration. 

In  an  address  to  participants  in 
his  congregation's  second  annual 
conference  on  the  black  family 
and  the  devastation  of  crack  co¬ 
caine,  Mr.  Williams  called  for 
“returning  to  the  trenches.” 

It's  time  to  march 

He  told  the  April  25-29  “Re¬ 
birth  of  a  Race:  Resistance  and 
New  Hope”  conference  that, 
“It’s  time  to  march;  it’s  time  to 
gird  up  our  loins;  it’s  time  to  put 
some  dust  on  your  feet. 

“It’s  time  to  let  it  be  known 
that  we  as  a  community,  as  a 
black  people,  marched  in  the 
’50s,  ’60s  and,  some  in  the  ’70s, 
and  we  are  on  the  march  again.” 

The  target  of  the  marches  is 
the  nation’s  public  housing  proj¬ 
ects,  said  Mr.  Williams. 

"That’s  where  our  people  are,” 
he  said.  “It’s  recovery  time,  and 
we’re  going  to  march  to  the  proj- 
fv-ts  and  reclaim  the  lives  of  our 


children,  our  brothers  and  sisters.” 

Marchers,  Mr.  Williams  said, 
won’t  use  force  but  “uncondi¬ 
tional  love  to  win  people  back 
from  drugs  and  despair.”  He 
said,  “We  will  carry  programs 
and  extend  our  lives  to  them.” 

The  Glide  Memorial  UMC  ap¬ 
proach  to  winning  back  a  hous¬ 
ing  project  from  the  drug  world 
was  lifted  up  as  an  example  of 
the  possible. 

Crime  drops 

Two  months  after  Glide  Me¬ 
morial  workers  joined  residents 
of  San  Francisco’s  Valencia  Gar¬ 
dens  housing  project — “not  to 
chase  the  drug  dealers  out  but  to 
proclaim  recovery” — Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  said  strong-arm  robbery  in 
that  community  was  down  75 
percent.  Assaults  were  down  15 
percent,  residential  burglary 
down  50  percent  and  thefts  over 
$400  down  80  percent. 

Police  praised  Glide  Memori¬ 
al’s  approach  as  “resulting  in  a 
reduction  of  crime,  fear  of  crime, 
and  resurgence  in  pride.” 

“We’re  not  marching  against  our 
people,”  said  Mr.  Williams.  "We’re 
going  back  home.  We  re  bringing 
in  resources.  We’re  extending  our 
lives  to  all  poor  people.” 

Coretta  Scott  King,  widow  of 
slain  civil-rights  leader  Martin  Lu¬ 
ther  King  Jr.,  opened  the  confer¬ 
ence.  She  said  the  message  in  Dr. 
King’s  familiar  slogan  and  song, 
“We  ain’t  going  to  let  nobody  turn 
us  around,"  should  be  taken  into 
the  streets  of  the  black  community. 

“Let  us  serve  notice  that  we  are 
seizing  control  of  our  destiny," 
Mrs.  King  said.  “I  believe  that 
what  you  are  doing  here  this  week 
is  important — addressing  the  root 
causes  of  drug  abuse  and  dealing 
with  it  in  a  spiritual  way.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Mel¬ 


vin  G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco 
Area),  who  spoke  after  Ms.  King’s 
address,  told  of  the  feeling  of  hope 
he  experienced  during  the  three 
days  he  spent  in  jail  with  Dr.  King. 

“Our  mission  as  a  church  is  to 
keep  that  hope  alive”  during  this 
drug  crisis,  he  said.  The  bishop 
presented  Mr.  Williams  a  check 
for  $5,000  from  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  for 
work  in  Glide  Memorial’s  anti¬ 
drug  program. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Lerrigo,  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  California-Nevada  An¬ 
nual  Conference  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Review,  and  B. 
Denise  Hawkins  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  contributed 
to  this  story. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DETROIT— The  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  re¬ 
ceived  a  progress  report  by  Bish¬ 
op  Felton  E.  May  on  his  special 
assignment  to  lead  a  churchwide 
anti-drug  effort. 

As  part  of  his  report.  Bishop 
May  introduced  the  Rev.  Cecil 
Williams  of  Glide  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  San 
Francisco  (see  related  story 
above). 

Mr.  Williams  urged  the  bish¬ 
ops  to  continue  to  lead  efforts  to 
get  the  church  involved  on  the 


front  line  of  the  country’s  social 
ills,  particularly  in  public  low-in¬ 
come  housing  projects. 

That’s  where  crime-breeding 
poverty  is  rampant,  he  said. 

“When  you  walk  into  a  public 
housing  project,  you  need  to  take 
both  faith  and  fried  chicken,” 
Mr.  Williams  told  the  bishops, 
emphasizing  both  spiritual  and 
physical  needs. 

He  reassured  the  bishops  that 
they  picked  “the  right  man”  in 
assigning  Bishop  May  to  lead  the 
church’s  anti-drug  initiative. 

—STEPHEN  l.  SWECKER 


Bishops  question  parts  of  ministry-study  plan 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Associate  Editor 

DETROIT— The  bishops 
came.  They  saw.  They  asked  a  lot 
of  questions. 

Questions,  that  is,  related  to 
eight  “propositions"  posed  to  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  by  the  church’s  Commis¬ 
sion  to  Study  the  Ministry. 

The  propositions  were  succinct 
statements  devised  by  the  study 
commission  about  key  issues  re¬ 
lated  to  revamping  the  church’s 


orders  of  ministry. 

Topics  included  a  proposed  or¬ 
der  of  “consecrated  lay  deacon” 
and  a  single  category  of  “elder” 
for  ordained  ministers  (see 
UMR,  Feb.  16). 

“No  one  proposition  was  com¬ 
pletely  rejected  by  every  college 
of  bishops,"  said  Ruth  Daugh¬ 
erty,  commission  chairwoman. 
“We  found  openness  to  the  prop¬ 
ositions,  but  we  also  heard  many 
grave,  serious  questions.” 

Among  those  questions,  Ms. 
Daugherty  said,  were  concerns 


about  how  a  permanent  lay  order 
of  deacons  would  relate  to  annu¬ 
al  conferences. 

For  example,  if  lay  deacons 
were  to  have  rights  of  voice  and 
vote  as  lay  members  of  annual 
conferences,  how  would  that  af¬ 
fect  efforts  to  equalize  the  num¬ 
ber  of  lay  and  clergy 
representatives? 

And,  what  about  tensions  that 
could  be  introduced  by  having 
both  a  “called,”  non-itinerating 
order  (lay  deacons)  and  an  ap¬ 
pointed,  itinerating  order  (elders)? 


Might  the  employment  of  the 
lay  deacons  tend  to  be  more  sta¬ 
ble,  resulting  in  situations  in 
which  they  would  effectively 
have  “more  power"  than  elders? 

Bishops  also  raised  numerous 
questions  about  a  proposition  to 
create  a  category  of  “local  elder” 
to  replace  the  present  category  of 
“local  pastor.” 

Concerns  were  expressed 
about  the  possible  confusion  of 
having  two  categories  of  ministry 
with  the  same  title,  “elder,”  but 
without  equal  standing. 


Bishops  registered  “mixed  re¬ 
sponses"  to  retaining  “guaran¬ 
teed  appointments”  for  clergy 
members  of  annual  conferences. 

But  in  response  to  a  query  by 
the  commission — Should  a  term 
such  as  “annual  appointment” 
replace  "guaranteed  appoint¬ 
ment”? —  the  bishops  were  less 
than  enthusiastic. 

One  bishop  pointed  out  that 
clergy  appointments  could  be 
made  anytime  and,  therefore, 
“aren’t  necessarily  annual.” 


Native  American  pastor  assails  ruling  on  peyote 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 


A  Native  American  professor  at  a 
United  Methodist  seminary  says 
the  recent  U.S.  Supreme  Court  rul¬ 
ing  on  using  peyote  in  Christian 
worship  exhibits  “white  America's 
double  standards  for  religion.” 

The  high  court  said  the  U.S.  Con¬ 
stitution  doesn’t  require  a  state  to 
allow  the  religious  use  of  peyote,  a 


CELEBRATING 
?  SPECIAL  EVENTS  ? 
RAISING  FUNDS 


We  custom  imprint  a  sketch  of  your  church 
or  altar  on  plates,  tiles,  glassware,  ornaments, 
mugs,  etc 

Great  as  mementoes  for  anniversaries,  dedi 
cations,  fairs  and  bazaars. 
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CLASSIFIED 


OPENING  FOR  EXPERIENCED  Director  of 
Music,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Austin. 
Texas.  Responsible  for  full  program  of  music,  in¬ 
cluding  two  chancel  choirs  and  childrens,  youth, 
and  bell  choirs.  Accepting  applications  until  May 
21.  Mail  to:  Dr.  John  Gilbert,  P.O  Box  1666,  Aus- 
tin.  Texas  78767. _ 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  in 
Mission  is  looking  for  a  Director  of  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation,  full-time,  with  primary  focus  of  the  direc¬ 
tor's  iob  description  being  on  children  and  youth. 
For  further  information,  call  (512)  585-1665,  or 
585-1347.  or  simply  send  resume  to:  The  Staff/Par¬ 
ish  Relations  Committee.  Fust  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  926,  Mission,  TX  78572. _ 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  Music 
Ministries.  1 800-member  church.  Advanced  degree 
with  emphasis  in  directing,  keyboard,  choral  hand¬ 
bells.  Submit  resume  by  May  25:  Mrs.  Loren  An¬ 
drews,  Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  217  E 
Main  Street,  Hendersonville,  TN  37075. _ ( 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Franklin,  TN. 

1 500-member  growing  multi-staff  church  in  subur¬ 
ban  Nashvilk,  Send  resume  ter.  Dr.  Ed  Crump,  142 
Fifth  Avenue,  South,  Franklin,  TN  27064. 


central  sacramental  element  in  wor¬ 
ship  services  of  the  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Church,  a  Christian 
denomination. 

The  Rev.  George  E.  Tinker  said 
the  case  involved  “the  same  thing 
as  firing  drug  and  alcohol  counsel¬ 
ors  for  using  wine  during  another 
Christian  communion  service.” 

Dr.  Tinker,  an  Osage/Cherokee 
Native  American,  is  assistant  pro- 
fessor  of  cross-cultural  ministries  at 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver. 
An  ordained  pastor  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  he 
also  serves  as  associate  pastor  of  the 
Living  Waters  Indian  Church  of 
Denver. 

"White  America  has  always  had 
two  standards  for  religion,”  Dr. 
Tinker  said.  “It  was  illegal  to  use  al¬ 
cohol  during  Prohibition,  except  in 
church.” 

The  case  before  the  Supreme 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

Nicaragua  is  precariously  perched 
on  a  knife  edge  between  war  and 
peace,  according  to  people  in  that 
Central  American  land. 

"That’s  why  it’s  so  important  for 
the  religious  community  to  main¬ 
tain  this  peace  presence  in  Central 
America,”  said  Dr.  Carol  Cavness 
Walker  in  a  telephone  interview 
from  Managua,  capital  of  Nicragua. 

Dr.  Walker  is  a  missionary  with 
the  United  Methodist  Church  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  board.  She  was  in  Ma¬ 
nagua  with  14  others  from  the 
United  States  representing  the  In¬ 
terreligious  Foundation  for  Corn- 


Court  involved  the  same  type  of  be¬ 
havior,  he  said. 

The  case  reached  the  high  court 
after  two  Native  Americans  were 
fired  from  their  drug  counseling 
jobs  after  taking  part  in  a  worship 
service  of  the  Native  American 
Church. 

Dried  "buttons”  of  peyote  are 
usually  chewed  by  celebrants  in  Na¬ 
tive  American  Church  services.  The 
cactus  contains  a  mild  natural  form 
of  the  hallucinogen  mescaline. 

Writing  for  the  court’s  majority, 
Justice  Antonin  Scalia  said,  “We 
have  never  held  that  an  individual’s 
religious  beliefs  excuse  him  from 
compliance  with  an  otherwise  valid 
law  prohibiting  what  the  state  is 
free  to  regulate. . . .” 

Native  Americans  had  argued 
that  just  as  a  state  isn’t  free  to  regu¬ 
late  the  use  of  wine  in  Christian 
Holy  Communion  services,  a  state 


munity  Organization,  also  known  as 
Pastors  for  Peace. 

Dr.  Walker  said  the  Americans 
have  talked  with  many  Nicara¬ 
guans. 

“The  fear  here  is  that  this  country 
is  very  close  to  peace  or  very  close 
to  (civil)  war,”  she  said. 

It  is  generally  believed  among  re¬ 
ligious  people  that  how  the  United 
States  acts  toward  Nicaragua  will 
determine  the  war/peace  future  of 
the  country,  Dr.  Walker  said. 

Therefore,  several  hundred  peo¬ 
ple  from  Managua’s  Protestant 
churches  and  Roman  Catholic  base 
communities  demonstrated  outside 
the  U.S.  embassy  the  week  before 
the  exchange  of  presidential  power 


isn’t  free  to  regulate  the  use  of  peyo¬ 
te  in  Native  American  Church  wor¬ 
ship  services. 

Part  of  the  support  cited  for  that 
argument  is  that  23  states  have 
made  exceptions  to  their  drug  laws 
for  sacramental  peyote  use. 

Oliver  S.  Thomas,  general  coun¬ 
sel  for  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Affairs,  maintained  that 
“with  a  stroke  of  his  pen,  Justice 
Scalia  has  overturned  27  years  of  le¬ 
gal  precedent  and  made  the  ‘first 
liberty’  a  constitutional  stepchild.” 

However,  at  least  one  constitu¬ 
tional  law  specialist  didn't  share  the 
general  alarm  over  the  ruling. 

Jules  B.  Gerard,  professor  of  con¬ 
stitutional  law  at  Washington  Uni¬ 
versity  in  St.  Louis,  said  the 
decision  “overturns  very  little,  at 
least  in  terms  of  Supreme  Court 
doctrine,  and  I'm  not  even  sure  that 
it  overturns  anything.” 


from  outgoing  president  Daniel  Or¬ 
tega  to  new  president  Violeta  Cha¬ 
morro. 

In  an  expression  of  Christian  con¬ 
cern,  the  demonstrators  carried 
large  strips  of  paper  with  the  names 
of  “disappeareds”  on  them.  Those 
people  are  among  those  who  have 
been  kidnaped  and  never  seen 
again. 

At  the  end  of  the  demonstration, 
the  pieces  of  paper  were  taped  to 
the  U.S.  embassy  driveway  in  the 
shape  of  a  cross.  Demonstrators 
called  on  President  Bush  to  “disarm 
his  army  (the  contras)  and  stay  out 
of  the  internal  affairs  of  Nicara¬ 
gua,”  Dr.  Walker  said. 


Nicaragua:  Perched  on  knife  edge 


“Building  and  Leading  a  Magnetic  Church” 

July  17-18,1990 

A  workshop  led  by  Herb  Miller  for  pastors  and  lay  per¬ 
sons  from  every  site  church. 

Cott:  $75.00  per  person,  for  three  or  more  from  the 
same  church.  $65.00  each. 

Location:  Calvary  United  Methodist  Church 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado 

To  Roglater:  Send  $40.00  per  person  deposit  to: 

Society  for  Growth  in  Parish  Ministry 
4210  Austin  Bluffs  Parkway 
Colorado  Springs.  Colorado  80918 

Miller  is  the  editor  of  '  Net  Results"  and  author 
of  sis  books  on  growth  and  evangelism 

Combine  A  Colorado  Vacation  With  Continuing  Education! 


Join  5,000  United  Methodists  from  Around  the  World 
The  Council  of  Bishops  Invites  You  to 
THE  GATHERING 

For  Making  Vital  Congregations  and  Faithful  Disciples 
October  31  -  November  4, 1990 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Four  worship  services,  three  general  sessions,  an  extensive  resource 
center,  and  273  practical  small-group  learning  options  will  help  your 
church  become  a  vital  congregation. 

Contact:  Kerry  Blackwood,  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202 
Phone:  615-340-7597 
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Committed  Leadership 
In  Exciting  Times 


I  am  writing  these  words  from  Detroit  where  the  Council  of  Bishops 
is  meeting  April  28  through  May  4. 

The  Council  is  composed  of  the  49  active  American  bishops,  17  Cen¬ 
tral  Conference  bishops  (Europe,  Africa,  and  the  Philippines),  and  the 
retired  bishops  who  have  voice  but  not  vote.  The  Council  meets  twice  a 
year  —  fall  and  spring  —  and  is  charged  with  speaking  “to  the  church 
and  from  the  church  to  the  world.”  It  is  also  charged  with  giving  lead¬ 
ership  to  “the  spiritual  and  temporal  affairs  of  the  whole  church,”  and 
to  lead  in  “the  quest  for  Christian  unity  and  interreligious  relation¬ 
ships.” 

When  I  came  into  the  Council  of  Bishops,  I  knew  very  little  about  its 
work.  Several  things  have  impressed  me  about  the  Council:  The  hard 
work,  with  days  and  evenings  filled  with  worship;  thoughtful  delibera¬ 
tion,  thorough  reports;  consultation  with  General  Board  and  Agency 
personnel;  and  most  important,  a  deep  commitment  to  Christ  and  the 
church. 


The  Council  is  very  diverse  in  membership.  The  fellowship  is  rich 
and  supportive.  For  two  weeks  each  year  —  one  week  in  the  spring  and 
one  in  the  fall  —  the  episcopal  leadership  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  gathers  to  uphold  each  other  in  love  and  ask  —  in  many  differ¬ 
ent  ways  —  w  hat  is  the  will  of  God  for  The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  what  should  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  be  about  to  carry  out  this 
divine  will?  During  the  current  meeting,  the  Pastoral  Letter  on  “Vital 
Congregations/Faithful  Disciples”  is  being  completed,  and  an  after¬ 
noon  is  being  spent  on  “The  Bishop  as  Fund-Raiser”  (with  Jimmie 
Caraway  as  one  of  the  seminar  leaders).  We  are  hearing  very  exciting 
reports  on  the  church  in  the  Middle  East,  Cuba,  China,  and  Panama. 
We  are  receiving  progress  reports  from  the  Ministry  Study  Commis¬ 
sion  and  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union. 

Truly,  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  alive  and  being  led  by  some 
very  committed  leadership  in  exciting  times.  I  am  both  humbled  and 
energized  to  be  a  part  of  such  a  group. 


Merit  Scholarships  To  Be  Presented 
During  Annual  Conference 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  will 
present  two  merit  scholarships  during  Annual  Conference  which  will  take 
place  June  4-7,  1990  in  Shreveport.  Both  scholarships  awarded  will  be  in 
the  amount  of  $700  each. 

Applicants  must  attend  an  approved  United  Methodist  institution.  It  is 
not  required,  however,  that  the  facility  be  within  the  bounds  of  the  annual 
conference  from  which  the  award  originates. 

Awards  are  for  “merit,”  but  it  is  stated  that  “merit”  can  be  determined 
in  terms  of  academic  scholarship,  church  involvement,  financial  need,  spe¬ 
cial  vocational  preparation  for  ministry  or  other  service,  or  a  combination 
of  these  factors  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Board. 

Applicants  for  Merit  Scholarships  shall  be  nominated  by  a  local  church 
(pastor  and/or  chairperson  of  higher  education  and  ministry).  Nomina¬ 
tions  are  to  be  sent  to  the  scholarship  committee  of  the  Conference  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  on  the  official  form.  Included  with  the 
nomination  should  be  a  statement  from  the  sponsoring  church  describing 
the  student’s  involvement  in  church,  school,  community,  or  other  organiza¬ 
tions,  in  addition  to  why  the  nominee  merits  this  special  recognition.  Also 
included  should  be  a  brief  essay  from  the  student  outlining  career  goals  as 
the  student  presently  perceives  them,  and  a  current  GPA. 

The  deadline  for  receiving  nominations  is  May  23,  1990.  For  further  in¬ 
formation  regarding  nominations  and  receiving  official  nomination  forms, 
contact  Rev.  Debbie  Drash,  Kentwood  UMC,  P.O.  Box  242,  Kentwood, 
LA  70444,  or  Rev.  Larry  Miller,  Grace  UMC,  P.O.  Box  1241,  Ruston,  LA 
71273-1241. 


The  Nurturing  Community 

Dear  Fellow  United  Methodists: 

As  the  Louisiana  Legislature  is  considering  various  proposals  this  ses¬ 
sion  regarding  the  complex  and  controversial  issue  of  abortion,  we  call 
upon  all  United  Methodists  to  study  and  pray  about  this  issue. 

The  official  position  of  our  church  on  abortion  is  presented  here  for  your 
study,  quoting  from  The  Book  of  Discipline  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  as  found  in  “The  Social  Principles,"  paragraph  70  (G),  page  96. 

'  Larry  D.  Robertson 

Chairman,  Louisiana  Conference 
Board  of  Church  and  Society 

G)  Abortion.  —  The  beginning  of  life  and  the  ending  of  life  are 
the  God-given  boundaries  of  human  existence.  While  individuals 
have  always  had  some  degree  of  control  over  when  they  would  die, 
they  now  have  the  awesome  power  to  determine  when  and  even 
whether  new  individuals  will  be  bom.  Our  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  un¬ 
born  human  life  makes  us  reluctant  to  approve  abortion.  But  we  are 
equally  bound  to  respect  the  sacredness  of  the  life  and  well-being  of 
the  mother,  for  whom  devastating  damage  may  result  from  an  unac¬ 
ceptable  pregnancy.  In  continuity  with  past  Christian  teaching,  we 
recognize  tragic  conflicts  of  life  with  life  that  may  justify  abortion, 
and  in  such  cases  support  the  legal  option  of  abortion  under  proper 
medical  procedures.  We  cannot  affirm  abortion  as  an  acceptable 
means  of  birth  control,  and  we  unconditionally  reject  it  as  a  means  of 
gender  selection.  We  call  all  Christians  to  a  searching  and  prayerful 
inquiry  into  the  sorts  of  conditions  that  may  warrant  abortion.  Gov¬ 
ernmental  laws  and  regulations  do  not  provide  all  the  guidance  re¬ 
quired  by  the  informed  Christian  conscience.  Therefore,  a  decision 
concerning  abortion  should  be  made  only  after  thoughtful  and  pray¬ 
erful  consideration  by  the  parties  involved,  with  medical,  pastoral, 
and  other  appropriate  counsel. 


New  Conference  Leaders  Selected 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  appointments  of  Rev. 
Carole  Cotton-Winn  as  the  new  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent  for  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  Dr.  Donald  C.  Cot- 
trill,  Executive  Director,  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries,  and  Dr.  Ken¬ 
neth  R.  Reed,  Executive  Director  of 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation. 
These  appointments  are  effective  at 
the  close  of  the  Annual  Conference 
Session  in  June. 

Rev,  Carole  Cotton-Winn  is  an 
ordained  elder  in  full  connection  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  She  is 
presently  serving  as  co-pastor  of  the 
Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church,  Slidell  with  her  husband 
Rev.  John  Winn. 

From  1975-1978,  she  served  as 
pastor  of  the  Asbury  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  West  Monroe.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  time  the  church  relocated 
and  built  all  new  facilities,  includ¬ 
ing  a  sanctuary,  educational  build¬ 
ing,  and  gym.  Before  going  to 
Monroe  she  had  served  as  associate 


Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn  Dr.  Donald  C.  Cottrill 

Local  Minister  Is  Presented 
Exciting  Challenge 

Editorial  Assistant’s  Note:  The  following  article  was  submitted  by  Rev.  Augie 
Aamodl.  Director  of  Development,  Methodist  Children ’s  Home  in  Ruston. 

Help!  I  have  received  what  may  be  the  greatest  challenge  in  my  26  years 
of  leading  work  camps. 

For  some  time  we  have  been  planning  for  and  recruiting  workers  for  the 
35th  short  term  mission  work  camp  that  I  have  led.  Then,  two  weeks  ago  I 
talked  to  the  missionaries  in  Alaska  and  a  new  challenge  was  offered. 

There  are  16  workers  already  signed  up  to  go  next  June,  but  if  I  accept 
the  most  recent  challenge  I  will  need  more  people  who  have  experience  at 
building.  I  need  carpenters,  builders,  contractors,  or  just  people  who  have 
experience  in  constructing  buildings. 

Although  the  project  is  sponsored  by  the  Ruston  District  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  it  is  open  to  any  Christian  who  is  willing  to  work,  would  enjoy  a 
little  adventure,  and  can  endure  some  inconvenience.  Everyone  pays  their 
own  way  or  gets  a  church,  friend  or  organization  to  sponsor  them.  Sixteen 
are  already  planning  to  go.  The  dates  are  June  16-30. 

The  new  challenge  involves  beginning  the  construction  of  a  new  9,000 
square  foot  community  day  care  center  for  the  children  of  Nome.  At  the 
present  cost  of  construction  in  Nome  the  cost  will  be  well  over  $100.00  per 
square  foot. 

The  original  day  care  center  was  started  by  the  Community  Methodist 
Church  but  in  recent  years  it  has  become  a  project  of  the  citizens  of  Nome 
and  has  outgrown  the  church  building. 

The  state  of  Alaska  is  providing  about  one  third  of  the  money  needed. 
Businesses  are  providing  about  one  third  of  the  cost  in  materials.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  Nome  have  been  raising  money  for  years  in  anticipation  of  the  over¬ 
crowding  conditions  at  the  center. 

An  additional  third  of  the  building  cost  is  hopefully  going  to  be  provided 
by  volunteer  workers. 

For  further  information  contact  me  at  (318)  255-5020  (Office)  or  (318) 
251-1216  (Home). 

The  Alaska  Workcamp  1990  which  is  being  sponsored  by  the  Ruston 
District  will  take  place  June  16-30,  1990.  Workcamp  site  is  Nome  and/or 
Wales,  Alaska. 

Workers  needed  range  from  college  students  to  senior  citizens.  Builders, 
carpenters,  and  volunteers  willing  to  learn  manual  labor  skills  are  being 
sought. 

The  workcamp  also  provides  an  opportunity  for  training.  Those  interest¬ 
ed  will  be  given  time  to  learn  how  to  plan  and  lead  a  workcamp. 


pastor  at  Aurora  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Rayne  Memorial,  both 
in  New  Orleans. 

Her  hometown  is  Rayville,  Loui¬ 
siana,  where  she  attended  the  public 
schools  and  then  went  on  to  Cente¬ 
nary  College  in  Shreveport.  After 
graduating  from  Centenary  she 
served  as  a  US-2,  a  short  term  mis¬ 
sionary  with  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  and  as  a  Church  and 
Community  Worker  in  the  North 
Mississippi  Conference. 

Her  seminary  education  took 
place  at  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  SMU,  Dallas,  Texas,  where 
upon  graduation  she  received  the 
Outstanding  Senior  Award. 

In  1 980  she  was  a  delegate  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  and  Jurisdictional 
Conference.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
from  1980-88.  During  the  1984-88 
quadrennium  she  was  assigned  to 
the  Commission  to  Study  the  Mis¬ 
sion  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  She  was  a  delegate  to  Juris- 


Any  petitions,  proposed  by  an  individual  church  member1  or  a  duly 
elected  body  of  the  local  church  or  district,  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Committee  on  Petitions  no  later  than  7  days  prior  to  the  opening  ses- 
sion  of  Annual  Conference.  The  committee  will  then  review  the  peti¬ 
tions,  assign  them  to  the  proper  body  for  consideration  and  make 
nominations  for  concurrence  or  non-concurrence  when  they  make 
their  report  to  the  Annual  Conference.  Send  your  petitions  to: 

Rev.  Larry  Norman 
P.O.  Box  1210 
Many,  LA  71449 


dictional  Conference  in  July,  1988. 
which  was  held  in  New  Orleans. 

Dr.  Donald  C.  Cottrill  has  been 
elected  by  the  Conference  Council 
and  is  to  be  appointed  at  Annual 
Conference  as  the  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor,  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  Dr.  Cottrill  is  a  graduate  of 
Marshall  University  (A.B.).  Vander¬ 
bilt  Divinity  School  (M.  Div.).  and 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  (D. 
Min.). 

He  has  served  as  a  local  church 
pastor  in  the  Tennessee  Conference 
as  well  as  appointments  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  as  Associate  Pastor,  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Senior 
Pastor,  Summer  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  In 
addition,  he  has  served  in  special 
appointments  as  Associate  Director 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries  (1971-1973),  Di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  Ministries  with  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship 
(1974-79),  and  for  the  past  year  as 
Director  of  Church  Extension  and 


Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed 


Revitalization  with  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 

Dr.  Cottrill  is  married  to  Rebecca 
Doyle  Cottrill,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  daughters,  Cynthia  and 
Caitlin. 

Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed  has  been  se¬ 
lected  to  head  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Foundation  as  its  Executive 
Director. 

Dr.  Reed  was  born  in  Redwater, 
Texas  and  received  his  early  aca¬ 
demic  schooling  in  that  city  after 
which  he  received  a  BS  degree  from 
Southwestern  University  in 
Georgetown,  Texas,  a  Master  of  Di¬ 
vinity  degree  from  Perkins  School 
of  Theology,  and  his  Doctorate  Di¬ 
vinity  degree  from  Drew  Universi¬ 
ty,  Madison,  New  Jersey. 

Dr.  Reed  has  served  several 
churches  in  the  Central  Texas  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  North  Texas  Con¬ 
ference  before  coming  to  University 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles  in  1972.  He  has  served 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  was  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge-Ham- 
mond  District  for  two  years  after 
which  he  was  appointed  to  Broad¬ 
moor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  in  1984  as  Senior 
Minister. 

Dr.  Reed  is  a  30  year  veteran  of 
the  Army  Reserve  holding  the  rank 
of  Full  Colonel  when  he  retired 
from  the  service. 

He  is  married  to  Bobbe  Lee  Reed 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  a  son, 
Randall,  and  a  daughter.  Kathy. 

All  three  of  these  persons  will 
bring  a  new  dimension  of  leader¬ 
ship  to  the  Conference  in  their  re¬ 
spective  positions. 


rAround  the  Conference 


FEATURED  SPEAKER  —  Rev.  Bertrand  Griffin,  Chaplain  at  Dixon 
Correctional  Institute  in  Jackson,  will  be  featured  in  a  discussion  of 
the  death  penalty  the  week  of  May  27  on  "Catch  the  Spirit,"  the  na¬ 
tional  television  series  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  "Catch  the 
Spirit,"  a  30-minute  program,  tells  God's  story  through  the  lives  of 
people  who  are  making  a  difference  as  they  live  out  their  Christian 
faith.  It  airs  weekly  on  six  cable  networks.  Rev.  Griffin  is  shown 
with  program  co-host  Anisa  Mehdi. 


MAK-5IUDDtU  PERFORMANCE  —  The  "Young  at  Heart"  (Senior 
Adults)  of  Gonzales  UMC  recently  enjoyed  a  skit  entitled  "Great 
Caesar's  Ghost!"  at  their  monthly  luncheon.  Those  involved  with 
the  program  were  I.  to  r.  Michele  Carpenter,  Pat  Cambrow,  Rev. 
Ken  Jacocks,  and  Yvonne  Walker.  Marguerite  Carpenter,  adult  co¬ 
ordinator,  was  in  charge  of  the  arrangements. 


SPECIAL  VOLUNTEERS  —  G.  |.  "jerry"  Bridges,  President  of  Mac- 
Donell  United  Methodist  Children's  Services  Inc.  in  Houma  recently 
attended  a  social  recognizing  past  Tri-parish  Volunteer  Activist 
Award  recipients.  Mr.  Bridges  is  shown  at  far  right.  Pictured  I.  to  r. 
are  Dr.  Alice  Pecoraro,  head  of  the  Child,  Family  and  Social  Ser¬ 
vices  Department  at  Nicholls  State  University  in  Thibodaux;  Eileen 
Davis;  Mayor  Cedric  LaFleur  of  Morgan  City;  Dr.  Constance  Ca- 
sente,  past  recipient;  Frank  Guarisco,  past  recipient;  and  Mr. 
Bridges. 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial- 

Wave  of  vulgarity  disgusts 


Take  a  bow,  Nora  Dunn. 

As  a  regular  cast  member  of  TV’s 
“Saturday  Night  Live”  comedy 
show,  Ms.  Dunn  deserves  applause 
for  a  recent  off-stage  performance. 

She  publicly  refused  to  perform 
on  a  recent  broadcast  in  protest  of 
the  gutter-level  act  of  the  show’s 
host  for  that  week. 

Ms.  Dunn  labeled  the  act  by  “co¬ 
median,”  Andrew  Dice  Clay,  as  de¬ 
grading,  repulsive  and  hateful. 

“Time"  magazine’s  May  7  cover 
story  supports  Ms.  Dunn’s  assess¬ 
ment.  Titled  “Dirty  Words:  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  Foul-mouthed  Pop  Culture,”  it 
described  Mr.  Clay’s  humor  as  “de¬ 
signed  to  singe  a  churchgoer’s  soul 
and  to  turn  a  feminist’s  stomach.” 

In  addition,  the  article  shows 
what  Ms.  Dunn  as  an  entertainer 
surely  knows:  Mr.  Clay  is  not  alone. 

From  rock  music  to  movies,  ra¬ 
dio  and  MTV  (a  cable  television 
music  video  channel),  his  brand  of 
unbridled  raunch  is  widespread  and 
growing  in  popularity,  particularly 
among  young  people. 

We  consider  Ms.  Dunn’s  personal 
protest  both  a  fitting  and  coura¬ 
geous  response  to  such  degenerate 
forms  of  entertainment. 

And  her  action  challenges  us  as 
followers  of  Christ  to  ponder  the 
moral  and  spiritual  implications  of 
the  language  we  hear  from  the  en¬ 
tertainment  world,  and  perhaps  also 
in  our  places  of  work. 

Two  such  implications: 

First,  Christian  teachings  warn  to 
avoid  loose  talk.  The  tongue  can  be 
a  “fire,”  according  to  those  teach¬ 
ings,  “full  of  deadly  poison”  (James 
3:6,8). 

Translation:  Contrary  to  a  famil¬ 


iar  adage,  words  are  neither  cheap 
nor  hollow — that  is,  without  real  ef¬ 
fects.  As  a  gift  from  God,  our  hu¬ 
man  capacity  to  express  ourselves 
via  words  and  images  is  a  powerful 
shaper  of  day-to-day  reality. 

It  should  be  readily  apparent  that 
the  reality  being  promoted  by  the 
epidemic  of  vulgarity — loose  and 
perverted  sex,  racial  and  ethnic 
prejudice,  glorification  of  violence, 
etc. — is  poisonously  at  odds  with 
God’s  intention  for  human  life. 

Second,  the  reality-shaping  ca¬ 
pacity  of  the  words  that  confront— 
and  assault — us  is  inseparable  from 
our  concern,  as  Christians,  for 
wholeness.  As  God’s  handiwork,  all 
of  life  is  interrelated.  Each  part 
touches  and/or  influences  all  others. 

Thus  regarded,  media  entertain¬ 
ment  that  drips  with  debased  lan¬ 
guage  and  images  of  human  life 
does  far  more  than  influence  atti¬ 
tudes  and  conduct  about,  say,  sex 
and  violence. 

Such  entertainment  pollutes  our 
entire  moral,  spiritual  and  cultural 
climate.  As  it  infects  the  outlook  of 
young  people,  it  has  a  debilitating 
effect  on  our  whole  society. 

Hence,  it  is  shallow  and  dangerous 
to  suggest,  as  “Time"  does,  that  we 
should  just  “get  used  to”  the  gross 
likes  of  Andrew  Dice  Clay  because 
“we  live  in  a  four-letter  world.” 

That  is  a  prescription  for  hell — 
on  earth  and  beyond.  It  is  totally 
contrary  to  shalom.  the  peace  and 
well-being  of  life  that  we,  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  are  called  to  promote. 

So,  thanks,  Nora  Dunn,  for  re¬ 
minding  us  of  this  truth  and  for  re¬ 
jecting  the  notion  that  vile  language 
and  actions  are  laughing  matters. 


Letters  to  the  Editor — 

Let's  set  our  pastors 
straight  on  baptism 


I  agree  with  E.  Dale  Dunlap  that 
there  is  “one  baptism,  unrepeatable 
...”  (see  UMR.  May  4).  Then  why 
can  we  not  require  our  pastors  to  quit 
announcing,  via  spoken  or  written 
word,  that  “the  sacrament  of  infant 
baptism"  will  be  administered? 

Theologically  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  “sacrament  of  infant  bap¬ 
tism;”  there  is  only  the  sacrament 
ofbaptism. 

Charles  R.  Britt 
Auburn,  Alabama 

Your  editorial  was  wise 

Thank  you  for  your  editorial  on  the 
award  to  Ted  Turner  by  the  human¬ 
ists  (see  UMR,  April  27).  You  have, 
at  the  risk  of  being  vilified  by  the  hu¬ 
manists  and  their  secularist  allies,  ex¬ 
posed  the  fallacies  of  their  thinking. 

You  have  refuted  the  secularists 
and  humanists.  Your  mention  of 
Nazi  Germany  is  excellent;  you 
could  also  have  mentioned  the  com¬ 
munist  regimes  in  and  of  Russia 
and  China. 

In  sum,  I  find  your  editorial  to  be 
both  wise  and  courageous.  What 
you  did  was  right. 

William  R.  Brown 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Who's  to  equip  us? 

In  the  April  27  “Here  I  Stand” 
column,  the  Rev.  Stephen  Martyn 
quotes  Ephesians  4:12  as  “for  the 
work  of  ministry.” 

My  Bible  says:  “to  equip  God’s 
people  for  work  in  His  service  to 
the  building  up  of  the  body  of 
Christ.”  This  verse  says  to  me  that 
our  pastors  are  to  equip  us  to  re¬ 
deem  the  world. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  world  isn’t 
being  redeemed.  So  one  has  to  raise 
the  question:  Why  are  we  not  being 
equipped?  Do  our  pastors  know 
how  to  equip  us?  Are  our  pastors 
too  busy  doing  things  other  than 
preparing  themselves  to  equip  us? 


I  know  a  pastor  who  spends  one 
hour  of  study  for  every  minute  of 
sermon.  Now  that’s  a  start. 

James  Martin 
Random  Lake,  Wisconsin 

Anyone  notice? 

Did  anyone  but  me  notice  the 
“Christian  Unity”  article  in  the 
Faith  Connections  column  of  April 
27? 

Does  this  message  to  the  40  lead¬ 
ers  mean  that  all  mainline  Chris¬ 
tians  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  are  liberal  and  that  all  con¬ 
servative  Christians  are  interested 
in  racism,  militarism,  sexism,  dis¬ 
unity  and  are  not  mainline? 

The  definition  I  have  noticed 
lately  in  regard  to  conservatives  has 
been  that  they  are  wanting  to  “re¬ 
turn  to  the  old  Christian  values.” 
That  is,  return  to  moral  standards. 
What  do  the  so-called  liberals  want? 

It  seems  that  most  of  the  letter 
writers  to  the  Reporter  are  correct: 
Our  church  agencies  are  out  of 
touch.  They  need  our  prayers. 

Bob  Lankford 
Duncanville,  Texas 

I'm  surprised 

While  I  strongly  support  your  call 
for  church  involvement  and  con¬ 
cern  for  “planet  Earth”  as  stated  in 
your  April  20  editorial.  I’m  quite 
surprised  that  you  make  no  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  the  timely  leader¬ 
ship  of  our  Council  of  Bishops  and 
a  great  host  of  other  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  supporting  the  episcopal 
initiative  “In  Defense  of  Creation.” 

This  episcopal  initiative  addressed 
ecological  concerns  for  planet  Earth 
at  least  three  years  before  broad  con¬ 
cern  emerged  in  our  country.  In  this 
case  United  Methodists  have  been 
leaders  rather  than  followers. 

Wilson  T.  Boots 
New  York,  New  York 
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Here  I  stanH. 

We  should  enjoy  new  songs  in  our  hymnal 


By  KENNETH  LOGSDON 

Singing  hymns  is  an  important 
Methodist  tradition.  Witness 
John  Wesley’s  “Directions  for 
Singing”  and  the  51  hymns  in  the 
new  hymnal  attributed  to 
Charles  Wesley. 

Most  Methodists  revel  in  this 
tradition.  Some  of  them,  howev¬ 
er,  seem  to  have  a  bit  of  trouble 
when  the  status  quo  is  dealt  a 
blow  as  it  was  recently  by  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  new  hymnal. 

The  new  hymnal  has  created 
controversy.  People  are  upset 
that  some  of  their  old  favorites 
were  not  included  or,  worse,  tam¬ 
pered  with. 

It’s  been  said  that  we  sing 
memories  when  we  sing  hymns 
and  that  it’s  upsetting  when 
someone  toys  with  our  most 
cherished  memories.  ‘  That  atti¬ 


tude  is  understandable. 

What’s  not  understandable  to 
those  of  us  who  find  new  hymns 
exciting  and  challenging  is  the  re¬ 
luctance  to  sing  any,  or  very 
many,  new  hymns. 

One  has  to  wonder 

One  has  to  wonder  if  Pope  Greg¬ 
ory  I  and  his  monks  had  as  much 
difficulty  introducing  Gregorian 
chants  when  Ambrosian  chants 
were  all  the  rage.  We  want  to  sing 
memories,  and  new  hymns  don’t 
allow  that. 

But  think  about  it.  We  still  sing 
songs  of  St.  Ambrose  and  Gregory 
these  days,  though  not  often.  We 
didn’t  stop  at  the  1 8th  century  ei¬ 
ther.  Some  of  our  favorite  hymns, 
in  fact,  were  written  during  our 
lifetime. 

Among  them,  “We  Thy  People 
Praise  Thee,”  “Hope  of  the 


World"  and  “Let  There  Be  Peace 
on  Earth.”  We  let  them  in,  found 
out  we  liked  them  and  added 
them  to  our  collective  memory. 

The  1 8th  century  was  when 
numerous  hymns  that  are  partic¬ 
ular  favorites  of  ours  were  writ¬ 
ten.  These  hymns  hold.a  special 
place  in  our  denomination. 

Charles  Wesley  was  not  only 
prolific;  he  was  skilled  and  tal¬ 
ented.  What  if  he’d  decided  that 
there  were  no  good  reasons  for 
new  hymns  and  hadn’t  written 
those  hymns  we  so  love  today? 

Or,  what  if  early  Methodists 
had  rebelled  and  informed  the 
Wesleys  that  what  they  had  been 
singing  was  “just  fine,  thank 
you”?  Christendom  would  be 
without  “O  for  a  Thousand 
Tongues  to  Sing,”  “Come,  Thou 
Long-Expected  Jesus,”  “Hark! 
the  Herald  Angels  Sing,”  “Christ 
the  Lord  is  Risen  Today,”  “A 
Charge  to  Keep  I  Have”  and 
many  others. 

New  music  enhances 

Perhaps  both  the  Wesleys  and 
their  congregations  recognized 
that  new  music  and  words  would 
enliven  Wesleyan  theology  and 
enhance  worship. 

“Above  all  sing  spiritually,” 
wrote  our  founder.  Maybe  they 
agreed  new  memories  were  called 
for,  memories  perhaps  more  at¬ 
tuned  to  what  was  then  a  some¬ 
what  new  message  of 
Methodism. 

In  the  19th  century  Lowell  Ma¬ 
son  (“When  I  Survey  the  Won¬ 
drous  Cross”)  and  Fanny  J. 
Crosby  (“Blessed  Assurance”) 
wrote  songs  that  are  still  sung  to¬ 
day. 

They  must  have  realized,  as 
those  who  eventually  sang  their 
hymns,  that  contemporary  Chris¬ 
tians  needed  new  words  and  mu¬ 
sic  and  that  the  worship  of  God 
demanded  challenge  and  change. 
They  didn’t  discount  the  Wesleys 
but  added  to  that  great  tradition. 

The  tradition  continues.  There 
are  several  new  and  beautiful 
hymns  in  the  new  hymnal: 
“When  in  Our  Music  God  is  Glo¬ 
rified,”  “The  Gift  of  Love,” 
“God  Is  Here,”  “One  Bread,  One 
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Body”  and  “Come  Sunday,”  to 
name  only  a  few. 

But  what  seems  to  have  been 
overlooked  in  the  rush  to  con¬ 
demn  the  deletions  and  additions 
is  that  the  new  hymnal  is  not  en¬ 
tirely  new.  It  has  a  lot  of  our  old 
favorites. 

Can  list  be  too  long? 

Further,  no  one  is  suggesting 
that  we  forget  those  and  sing  only 
new  hymns.  We  know  that  the 
new  hymns  won't  replace  our  fa¬ 
vorites.  But  might  they  just 
lengthen  the  list?  Is  there  any 
such  thing  as  a  too  long  list  of  fa¬ 
vorite  hymns? 

Maybe  if  we  sing  a  new  one  oc¬ 
casionally,  it  will  become  a  new 
standard,  a  favorite  of  our  youn¬ 
ger  members.  Shouldn’t  they  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  hear 
and  sing  hymns  of  their  own  gen¬ 
eration?  Might  we  enhance  our 
spirituality  with  words  and  mu¬ 
sic  of  our  time? 

Gregory  didn’t  shove  St.  Am¬ 
brose  aside.  He  just  asked  him  to 
move  over.  The  Wesleys,  Crosby, 
Mason  and  a  number  of  their  fel¬ 
low  hymn  writers  have  over  the 
centuries  written  enduring  mu¬ 
sic.  They  haven’t  left  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  or  our  fellowship  halls  or  our 
minds. 

They’ve  just  scooted  over  a  bit 
to  make  room  on  the  pew  for 
those  who  came  after  them.  Can 
we  do  less?  It’s  a  very  long  pew. 


My  Witness^ 


When  the  ground  shakes,  I  pray! 


By  ROBERT  W.  YOUNG 

In  the  1970s  Agnes  Sanford,  au¬ 
thor  of  “The  Healing  Light,” 
moved  to  Monrovia,  Calif.,  to  live 
over  a  big  earthquake  fault  so  she 
could  pray  about  the  quake  threat 
to  all  of  the  state. 

You  have  heard  that  soldiers  say, 
“There  are  no  atheists  in  foxholes.” 

Having  been  shaken  up  in  La 
Crescenta  by  the  1971  quake  and  in 
Glendale  by  minor  fearful  jolts  in 
’87  and  ’88,  I  say  there  are  no  athe¬ 
ists  in  our  household  before,  during 
or  after  an  earthquake! 

Each  time  my  wife  and  I  grabbed 
each  other  in  terror  as  our  condomin¬ 
ium  shook  and  some  things  fell  as  we 
cried  out  to  God  for  His  mercy  on  us 
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and  everybody. 

This  prayer  calmed  our  nerves, 
and  who’s  to  say  what  influence 
such  prayers  of  millions  may  have 
had  on  the  outcome.  Prayer  may 
have  an  effect  upon  earthquake  pre¬ 
vention  and  limitation. 


What  others  are  saying 


“Is  it  possible  that  the  chasm  we 
feel  between  Sunday  and  the  rest  of 
the  week  is  due  to  our  assumption 
that  what  we  are  doing  has  little  to 
do  with  our  faith  and  God’s  king¬ 
dom?  We  go  to  church  on  Sunday 
hoping  to  get  a  little  closer  to  where 
God  is,  and  God  has  been  present 
in  our  work  and  life  all  week  trying 
to  get  our  attention.” 

— Aileen  Williams,  Minnesota  An¬ 
nual  Conference  lay  leader 
*  ★  * 

“Worship  is  ...  a  time  of  encoun- 
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tering  God  in  the  midst  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God.  Worship  shapes  us  and 
prepares  us  for  our  individual  times 
with  God  just  as  those  personal 
times  prepare  us  for  worship  in  the 
community  of  faith.” 

— The  Rev.  George  E.  Reed,  “Sacra¬ 
mental  Life,”  February/March  1990 


“When  you  walk  into  a  public 
housing  project,  you  need  to  take 
both  faith  and  fried  chicken.” 

— The  Rev.  Cecil  Williams,  senior 
pastor,  Glide  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  San  Francisco 
*  *  * 

“I  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  a 
God  who  cares  only  occasionally.  I 
need  a  God  who  is  with  us  always, 
everywhere,  in  the  deepest  depths 
as  well  as  the  highest  heights.  It  is 
when  things  go  wrong,  when  the 
good  things  do  not  happen,  when 
our  prayers  seem  to  have  been  lost, 
that  God  is  most  present.  We  do 
not  need  the  sheltering  wings  when 
things  go  smoothly.  We  are  closest 
to  God  in  the  darkness,  stumbling 
along  blindly." 

— Madeleine  L’Engle,  author 


Dr.  Frank  Laubach,  the  literacy 
scientist,  found,  “Prayer  is  the 
greatest  force  in  the  world.” 

Human  history  teaches  that 
prayer  prevents  and  calms  panic  for 
those  who  remember  that  the  power 
who  created  the  universe — our 
Source — is  named  Love.  “God  is 
love,”  testified  St.  John. 

“More  things  are  wrought  by 
prayer  than  this  world  dreams,” 
wrote  Sir  Alfred  Tennyson,  poet. 
“My  house  (church)  is  the  place  of 
prayer  for  all  nations,”  Jesus  taught 
and  practiced.  Israel’s  King  David 
or  another  wrote,  “Delight  yourself 
in  God  our  Lord,  and  He  shall  give 
you  the  desires  of  your  heart.” 

Is  not  quiet  and  peace  in  the 
earth’s  surface  a  right  desire  of  ev¬ 
ery  heart?  We  can  each  pray  for  that 
peace  in  our  own  way  to  quiet  one 
of  our  worse  fears  even  as  scientists 
warn  of  future  upheavals. 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Now  to  him  who  by  the  power  at 
work  within  us  is  able  to  do  far  more 
abundantly  than  all  that  we  ask  or 
think,  to  him  be  glory  in  the  church 
and  in  Christ  Jesus  to  all  generations, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.”  (RSV) 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Exodus  20:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  21 

Monday:  Psalms  66: 1  -7 
Tuesday:  Psalms  66:8-20 
Wednesday:  Acts  17:22-31 
Thursday:  Luke  24:46-53 
Friday:  Psalms  47 
Saturday:  John  1 4: 1 5-2 1 
Sunday:  1  Peter  3:31-22 
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To  Celebrate cind  Witne 


Join  5,000  United  Methodists  from  Around  the  World 
The  Council  of  Bishops  Invites  You  to 
THE  GATHERING 

For  Making  Vital  Congregations  and  Faithful  Disciples 
October  31  -  November  4,  1990 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Four  worship  services,  three  general  sessions,  an  extensive  resource 
center,  and  273  practical  small-group  learning  options  will  help  your 
church  become  a  vital  congregation. 

Contact:  Kerry  Blackwood,  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN  37202 
Phone:  615-340-7597 
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Advance  Partners 

Stories  of  United  Methodist  Partnership 
Through  Second-Mile  Giving 


Puerto  Rico  pastor  shows  how 

You  can  make  a  difference 


by  Dwight  S.  Busacca 

Early  in  1984  I  visited  the  Sabana 
Grande  area  in  the  center  of  Puerto 

Dreams  do 
come  true 

by  Joyce  Hill 

Jill  Hayley  Brewster  spends  a  lot  of 
time  waiting  for  buses  and  traveling  by 
bus.  But  that's  no  problem  for  Ms. 
Brewster,  lay  training  officer  for  the 
South  Trinidad  Circuit,  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Caribbean  and  the 
Americas. 

Ms.  Brewster’s  recent  year  of  train¬ 
ing  in  Birmingham,  England,  is  pro¬ 
ducing  fruit  as  she  works  with  children 
and  teen-agers  in  12  Methodist 
churches  and  one  mission  project. 
When  she’s  waiting  for  a.  bus  in  the 
morning,  she  takes  advantage  of  the 
extra  time  to  review  her  plans  for  the 
group  she  will  visit.  On  the  way  home, 
she  evaluates  the  day’s  activities. 

Leadership  training  is  stressed. 
“The  increasing  unemployment,  our 
innate  desire  for  academic  achieve¬ 
ment  and  our  present  situation  of  eco¬ 
nomic  stringency  constantly  force  us 
to  face  brain  drain,  especially  where 
our  young  people  are  concerned,”  she 
said.  “Still  the  potential  is  immense, 
and  we  keep  plodding  on.” 

The  Rev.  William  Watty,  chairman 
of  the  district  which  includes  the 
South  Trinidad  Circuit,  commented: 
“Jill  finds  and  nourishes  commitment 
to  the  church.  She  provides  a  place 
where  young  people  can  express  their 
talents."  She  directs  after-school  clubs 
for  children,  where  their  skills  are 
identified  and  nurtured. 

A  native  of  San  Fernando,  Trinidad, 
Ms.  Brewster  also  plays  a  key  role  in 
Sunday  school  teacher  training.  In 
summer  camps,  teachers  and  students 
learn  together.  Now  she  is  considering 
the  formation  of  family  groups.  “I 
pray  they  will  become  a  fundamental 
part  of  our  church’s  life,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Brewster  also  has  exposed  the 
churches  to  mission.  She  expressed 
hope  that  “our  churches  will  explore 
the  meaning  of  mission  and  its  theo¬ 
logical  implications  for  our  lives  as 
Christians.  This  will  then  become  a 
springboard  for  mission  programs. 

“It  is  my  sincere  prayer,”  she  said, 
"that  through  all  our  activities,  our 
church  will  become  more  aware  of  our 
common  responsibility  to  spread  the 
gospel  of  Christ.” 

As  a  person  in  mission  in  her  own 
country,  Ms.  Brewster  works  with  peo- 

Continued  on  page  2 


Rico  where  Monte  Olivar  (Mount  Oli¬ 
vet)  United  Methodist  Church  is  locat¬ 
ed. 

The  story  I  found  is  incredible! 

Some  years  ago  Eduardo  Roque  dis¬ 
pensed  food  stamps  for  the  state  gov¬ 
ernment.  Because  he  was  dating  a 
woman  from  Sabana  Grande,  an  im¬ 
poverished  area  in  the  mountains 
above  Utuado,  he  saw  the  poverty  of 
the  people  there. 

Monte  Olivar,  a  small  church  in 
Utuado,  was  about  to  be  closed  by  the 
conference  because  it  had  only  three 
members  and  a  budget  of  SI. 40.  Mr. 
Roque  offered  to  take  over  as  pastor  of 
the  congregation. 

He  visited  the  homes  of  the  poor 
and  the  sick  and  invited  people  to 
church.  As  a  result,  the  church  grew 
rapidly,  and  soon  seating  space  was  a 
problem.  Fewer  than  1 50  persons  can 
comfortably  be  seated  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary,  but  the  Sunday  attendance  now 
surpasses  300  people  every  week.  A 
midweek  prayer  service  draws  more 
than  200. 

Mr.  Roque  believes  that  “spiritual¬ 
ity  and  service"  always  go  together.  He 
organized  23  of  the  women  in  his 
church  to  visit  127  people  in  Sabana 
Grande.  Each  morning  these  women 
deliver  medicine  to  the  sick  and  to 
older  adults,  involve  them  in  social 
programs  and  take  them  to  the  doctor. 

The  men  also  arc  involved  in  minis¬ 
try  in  their  community.  They  accom¬ 
pany  Mr.  Roque  on  pastoral  visits  and 
are  active  in  the  church’s  many  pro¬ 
grams. 

In  addition  to  the -church  at  Sabana 
Grande.  Mr.  Roque  and  the  congrega¬ 
tion  started  two  new  churches  and  be¬ 
gan  to  sponsor  21  extension  classes. 
Someday  some  of  these  classes  may 
become  churches.  Juan  Correa,  a  lay¬ 
man,  works  with  the  pastor  in  the  Po- 
leo  community,  where  worship 
attendance  exceeds  50  each  Sunday. 
The  second  church  is  at  Lemon. 

Mr.  Roque's  work  is  assisted  by  two 
Advance  Special  projects: 


Puerto  Rico  Annual  Conference  Par¬ 
ish  Partners,  Code  No.  352696-6, 
which  pays  part  of  the  pastor's  salary. 

Puerto  Rico  Conference  New  Church 
Development  Program,  Code  No. 
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The  Advance  is  a  42-year-old  pro¬ 
gram  through  which  United  Method¬ 
ists  send  money  for  specific  items  and 
services  needed  around  the  world.  A 
key  feature  of  the  popular,  voluntary 
program  is  that  100  percent  of  the  do¬ 
nation  goes  to  the  chosen  project.  Ad¬ 
ministrative  expenses  are  paid  from 
other  sources. 

Because  it  involves  giving  beyond 
apportionments  and  other  funds 
raised  through  the  local  church,  the 
Advance  often  is  referred  to  as  “sec¬ 
ond-mile  giving." 

Individuals,  local  churches  and  oth¬ 
er  groups  may  designate  their  contri¬ 
butions  for  approved  projects  related 
to  the  National  and  the  World  pro¬ 
gram  divisions  and  the  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Committee  on  Relief  Program 
Department  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Gifts  also  may  go 
toward  district  and  annual  conference 
Advance  Specials. 

At  the  close  of  most  articles  in  bold¬ 
face  type  are  the  project  name  and 
code  number  (for  example.  Partner 
Churches  in  Crisis,  Code  No.  010068-0 
A-T). 

Just  write  a  check  to  help  the  minis¬ 
try  of  your  choice.  Write  the  project 
name  and  code  number  in  the  lower 
left  corner  of  your  check.  When  you 
designate  your  gift,  makejour  check 
payable  to  your  local  church.  For  local 
church  and  annual  conference  credit, 
send  your  gift  to  your  local  church 
treasurer.  Gifts  will  be  forwarded  to 
Advance  GCFA,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  Church  Street  Sta¬ 
tion,  Box  5050,  New  York,  NY  10249. 

Projects  in  countries  around  the 
world,  including  the  United  States,  are 
screened  and  approved  by  the  20-mem¬ 
ber  Advance  Committee,  a  unit  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  chaired 
by  Bishop  Judith  Craig,  Detroit. 

In  1989  United  Methodists  gave 
$30,419,655  to  the  Advance,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  14.43  percent  over  1988. 

All  Advance  gifts  —  large  and  small 
—  make  a  difference! 


What  is  the  Advance? 


352701-5,  which  helps  to  purchase  land 
and  to  build  new  churches. 

Today  the  Sabana  Grande  Church  is 
self-supporting  because  concerned 
United  Methodists  helped  sustain  it  in 
its  critical  years.  More  help,  through 
the  Advance,  is  needed  in  building 
new  churches! 


"Spirituality  and  service"  are  key  ingredients  in  the  success  of  Monte  Oli¬ 
var  United  Methodist  Church,  Sabana  Grande,  Utuado,  Puerto  Rico. 
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Reforestation  aids  Nicaragua 


UMCOR  plants  seeds  of  faith 


God  calls 
all  people 
to  share 

by  Bishop  Paulo  Ayres  Mattos 

As  brothers  and  sisters,  members  of 
the  family  of  God,  we  have  responsi¬ 
bilities  for  each  other.  Therefore,  as 
people  [who]  have  the  opportunity  to 
be  more  affluent  than  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  the  [U.S.j  church 
has  the  responsibility  to  share  in 
[meeting]  the  needs  of  brothers  and 
sisters  around  the  world. 

People  who  are  suffering  also  have 
gifts  that  God  has  given:  a  tremendous 
faith  that  helps  us  to  overcome  tre¬ 
mendous  problems  and  a  tremendous 
spiritual  vitality  that  we  can  share. 

People  [in  the  United  States]  have 
material  resources.  In  other  parts  of 
the  world  we  have  spiritual  resources. 
We  can  share  those  specific  gifts  that 
God  has  given  to  us. 

As  God’s  people,  we  are  a  mission¬ 
ary  people.  Therefore,  to  participate 
—  to  share  —  in  God’s  mission 
around  the  world  also  implies  that  we 
will  put  our  money  where  our  mouth  is. 


by  David  Montanye 

Like  many  countries  around  the 
world,  Nicaragua  is  in  a  serious  crisis 
because  its  forests  have  been  de¬ 
stroyed.  Deforestation,  the  clearing  of 
trees  from  the  land,  has  made  Nicara¬ 
guan  communities  suffer  from  a  lack 
of  water,  a  lack  of  firewood  with  which 
to  cook,  the  erosion  of  their  best  soil, 
and  brush  fires  which  destroy  thou¬ 
sands  of  acres  each  year. 

Through  the  Evangelical  Committee 
for  Aid  to  Development  (CEPAD),  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  (UMCOR)  is  beginning  a  refores¬ 
tation  program.  CEPAD  works  with 
more  than  2,000  local  pastors  in  more 
than  3,000  Nicaraguan  communities, 
where  deforestation  has  spawned  trag¬ 
edy.  These  local  pastors  preach,  teach 
and  plant  trees. 

In  1989,  CEPAD  began  nine  com¬ 
munity  nurseries  in  which  to  grow  for¬ 
est  and  fruit  trees.  They  taught  each 
community  how  to  grow  and  care  for 
the  trees  and  developed  educational 
materials.  Extension  workers  helped 
villagers  construct  and  maintain  com¬ 
munity  tree  nurseries.  Funds  from 
World  Hunger/Poverty  Advance  Spe¬ 
cials  provided  money  for  villages  to 
purchase  tools,  seeds  and  construction 
materials. 

A  recently  begun  series  of  coopera¬ 
tive  firewood  projects  will  allow  local 
people  to  develop  and  manage  their 
own  plantations,  providing  a  continu¬ 
ous  energy  source.  Through  the  Nica¬ 
raguan  National  Resource  Institute 
(IRENA),  co-op  managers  will  learn 


In  Nicaragua,  cooperative  fire¬ 
wood  projects  enable  local  people 
to  develop  and  manage  their  own 
plantations. 
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the  technical  agro-forestry  skills  they 
need  to  make  the  program  successful. 

Since  90  percent  of  the  rural  people 
of  Nicaragua  cook  with  firewood,  the 
women,  who  gather  the  firewood,  will 
benefit  greatly  from  having  an  ongoing 
source  of  fuel.  An  improved  forest  will 
benefit  both  men  and  women  as  the 
decaying  autumn  leaves  replace  nutri¬ 
ents  in  the  soil,  making  the  land  more 
fertile  and  improving  crops.  With 
seeds,  water,  soil  and  faith,  many  Nic¬ 
araguan  villages  will  be  able  to  feed 
their  people  adequately.- Your  support 


Drug  crisis  challenges  Bishop  May 
on  special,  one-year  assignment 


by  Bishop  Felton  Edwin  May 

Editor's  note:  Last  year  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  respond¬ 
ed  to  the  "massive  deterioration  of  the 
spiritual  and  social  fabric"  of  commu¬ 
nities  across  the  United  States  by  giv¬ 
ing  one  of  its  members.  Bishop  Felton 
E.  May  of  the  Harrisburg  Area,  a  one- 
year  assignment  to  demonstrate  that 
United  Methodist  congregations  can  ef¬ 
fectively  react  to  the  challenges  posed 
by  the  drug  crisis. 

The  episcopal  project,  which  centers 
on  the  Anacostia  section  of  Washing¬ 
ton.  D.C..  and  adjoining  Prince 
George's  County.  Md..  involves  more 
than  a  dozen  local  United  Methodist 
congregations  as  well  as  civic  and  so¬ 
cial  agencies.  The  selected  churches 
represent  an  easily  defined  geographic 
region  that  receives  few  social  and  eco¬ 
nomic  resources  from  city  and  federal 
governments.  Washington  Area  Bishop 
Joseph  H.  Yeakel  said.  Last  year  in  the 
natiop’s  capita!  480  people  died  in 
drug-related  incidents. 

To  supplement  Bishop  May’s  efforts, 
national  church  agencies  are  combin¬ 
ing  forces  to  provide  information,  ma¬ 
terials  and  training. 

Last  fall  members  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries'  Advance  Com¬ 
mittee  set  a  fund-raising  goal  of 
$ 300.000  over  three  years  to  assist  Na¬ 
tional  Mission  Response  to  the  Bish¬ 


op's  Initiative  on  the  Drug  Crisis, 
Code  No.  982598-1. 

As  of  March  31.  $53,000  had  been 
received.  Money  is  urgently  needed  for 
this  critical  ministry. 

The  following  reflections  by  Bishop 
May  were  compiled  from  news  releases. 

One  night  during  midweek  prayer 
services  at  Shaw  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Washington,  D.C.,  mem¬ 
bers,  locked  in  the  building  to  keep  out 
intruders,  heard  gunfire  as  drug  wars 
raged  in  the  streets.  They  heard  cries 
for  help  and  went  to  investigate. 

When  the  pastor  opened  the  door, 
he  saw  the  bodies  of  two  young  men 
who  had  just  been  shot  to  death.  They 
had  come  to  the  church  for  safety. 

That  incident  illustrates  the  urgency 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  crisis  of  drug  abuse  and 
violence. 

My  role  is  that  of  a  catalyst ' —  to 
mobilize  the  church  to  do  what  it 
knows  best:  to  speak  the  words  of  sal¬ 
vation,  liberation  and  wholeness.  But 
the  real  leaders  of  this  program  are  the 
pastors  and  laypeople  working  with 
this  issue  in  their  local  communities. 

During  my  year  in  Washington,  I 
see  myself  actively  involved  in  the 
day-to-day  life  of  pastors  and  their 
congregations  —  whatever  programs 
they  happen  to  be  operating  at  the 
time  —  visiting  hospitals  and  prisons, 
counseling. 


I  have  already  been  involved  with 
recovering  addicts.  I  have  already 
walked  and  ridden  the  streets  and 
talked  to  people  who  have  firsthand 
knowledge  of  the  drug  crisis. 

The  root  causes  that  exacerbate  the 
drug  crisis  must  be  addressed.  The 
root  causes  as  I  see  them  are:  first,  an 
undisciplined  and  compromising 
church;  second,  racism;  and  then  we 
can  get  to  things  like  unemployment, 
the  poor,  education  and  health.  The 
bottom  line  is  greed  that  manifests  it¬ 
self  in  such  a  way  that  we  have  the 
"haves”  and  the  “have  nots.”  If  we  ex¬ 
amine,  analyze  and  strategize  the  sub- 
stance-abuse  crisis  in  isolation  from 
the  root  causes  of  this  plague,  we  as 
citizens,  neighbors  and  the  people  of 
God  will  fail. 

We  need  prayers  that  will  heal, 
prayers  that  will  change  the  lives  of 
those  who  are  hurting  and  suffering. 
We  must  offer  hope  and  demonstrate 
an  almost  fanatical  love  of  our  risen 
Savior  and  our  neighbors. 

We  may  not  be  able  to  save  an  en¬ 
tire  community,  but  we  will  at  least 
save  a  child.  We  will  raise  the  cross  of 
Christ  in  the  midst  of  the  community 
and  proclaim  that  Christ  is  the  Lord  of 
life,  the  liberator,  the  one  who  brings 
justice  and  wholeness  and  healing.  We 
will  offer  an  option  to  everyone  who 
will  listen:  Choose  life  or  choose 
death! 


of  the  World  Hunger/Poverty  Advance 
can  make  this  possible. 

World  Hunger/Poverty,  Code  No. 
982920-4 

Questions? 
Contact  us! 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
jurisdictional  field  representatives 

North  Central: 

Dwight  S.  Busacca 
10  E.  School  St.,  Room  4 
Naperville,  IL  60540 
(708)  357-0170 

Northeastern: 

Alice  M.  Trost 
1580  Central  Ave. 

Albany,  NY  12205 
(518)869-5479 

South  Central: 

Kenneth  R.  McIntosh 
University  Park  United 
Methodist  Church 
4024  Caruth  Blvd.,  Suite  251 
Dallas,  TX  75225 
(214)373-1554 

Southeastern: 

Harry  Newman 

1293  Hendersonville  Road,  Suite  23 
Asheville,  NC  28803 
(704)274-2612 

Western: 

Roy  Katayama 
748  Mercy  St. 

Mountain  View,  CA  94041-2027 
(415)961-3477 

Dreams  do 
come  true 

Continued  from  page  1 

pie  of  all  ages,  helping  them  find  ways 
for  their  dreams  to  become  realities. 

Through  the  Advance,  United 
Methodists  participate  in  the  diverse 
ministries  of  churches  overseas  by 
supporting  national  mission  workers 
like  Jill  Brewster. 

Persons  in  Mission  (Nationals), 
Code  No.  007685-2  H-T 


Have  you  seen 
“Faces  of  the  Advance ”7 


It's  an  exciting  new  videotape 
showing  United  Methodists  in 
mission  around  the  world. 
Order  ($20  sale,  $15  rental) 
from  EcuFilm,  P.O.  Box  320, 
Nashville,  TN  37202-0320. 
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Stories  of  outreach  in  Brazil 


Reflections  from  a  missionary 


by  JoAnn  Goodwin 

Editor's  note:  JoAnn  and  James  W. 
Goodwin  have  been  World  Division 
missionaries  in  Brazil  since  1957. 

You  may  support  a  missionary  by 
giving  through  your  local  church  to 
World  Division  Missionaries,  Code 
No.  000779-6  H-Z.  Find  out  how  your 
congregation  can  covenant  with  a  mis¬ 
sionary.  Contact  the  Advance  Mission¬ 
ary  Support  office.  Room  1305,  475 
Riverside  Drive.  New  York.  NY  10115; 
(212)  870-3797. 

The  following  are  JoAnn’s  personal 
reflections. 

An  Easter  story 

Brazil  is  a  huge  country,  and  there 
should  be  room  for  everyone.  But  in 
the  north  is  the  heavily  wooded  Ama¬ 
zon  basin  covering  half  the  country, 
and  the  northeast  region  is  semiarid 
scrubland,  heavily  settled  and  poor. 
The  south  central  region,  favored  by 
climate  and  resources,  has  almost  half 
the  country’s  population  and  produces 
75  percent  of  the  farm  goods  and  80 
percent  of  the  industrial  output. 

For  many  years  organizations  have 
been  working  for  land  reform.  We 
worked  with  45  families  who  camped 
for  10  months  along  the  side  of  a  main 
highway.  The  government  promised 
them  land  and  then  went  back  on  the 
promise.  The  families  suffered  and 
waited. 

On  Aug.  1,  1987,  the  families  got 
their  land.  My  husband  Jim  marched 
with  them  the  seven  miles  to  the 
"promised  land.”  They  cut  two  limbs 
from  a  tree  and  erected  a  cross  at  the 
entrance  and  worshiped.  They  read 
the  Exodus  story  from  the  Bible  and 
thanked  God.  These  people  have  no 
doubt  that  God  is  as  powerful  today  as 
in  the  time  of  Moses. 

On  Easter  Sunday  last  year  we  were 
there  for  a  celebration.  The  ground 
was  dry.  The  people  were  still  living  in 
plastic  tents.  A  lot  of  the  ground  had 
not  yet  been  cleared.  It  was  a  dreary 
picture  for  an  Easter  service  until  Van- 
ilda,  16,  read  a  poem  she  had  written 
for  the  service.  It  was  about  heroes 
and  ended  by  saying,  “You,  Jesus,  are 
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the  real  hero.  You  gave  us  life  because 
you  killed  death!” 

Through  the  eyes  of  Vanilda,  I  be¬ 
gan  to  see  signs  of  life  in  the  faith  and 
courage  of  these  people.  In  August  we 
returned  for  a  thanksgiving  service. 
During  the  prayer  of  thanksgiving,  a 
little  girl  went  up  to  the  improvised  al¬ 
tar,  poured  out  a  sack  of  dirt  and  sim¬ 
ply  said,  “Thank  you,  God,  for  our 
land.”  Others  followed  bringing  the 
fruits  of  the  land. 

If  that  were  today,  certainly  some¬ 
one  would  have  brought  a  bucket  of 
good,  clear,  clean  water  from  the  arte¬ 
sian  well  just  completed  through  Ad¬ 
vance  gifts.  What  do  people  in  Third 
World  countries  do  with  the  financial 
help  you  send  them?  They  put  it  to¬ 
gether  with  their  own  sacrificial  gifts 
and  use  it  to  serve  God’s  people. 

Support  for  children 

Children  are  a  special  concern  of  the 
mission  church  in  Linhares.  Like  ev¬ 
ery  other  Brazilian  city,  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  children  live  on  the  streets. 
Working  in  Po  do  Shell,  we  identified 
specific  problems  that  contribute  to 
this:  the  lack  of  proper  attention  in  the 
public  schools;  the  five-hour  school 
day  that  leaves  ample  time  to  run  in 
the  streets  when  mothers  are  at  work; 
the  lack  of  a  family  structure;  and  the 
lack  of  food  and  money,  putting  fam¬ 


ilies  and  children  on  the  margin  of  life. 

We  developed  a  prevention  pro¬ 
gram,  to  offer  an  alternative  to  run¬ 
ning  in  the  streets.  We  call  it  “Support 
for  Life  for  Children.”  Two  teachers 
work  with  first-  and  second-graders 
from  the  nearby  public  school.  The 
children  spend  the  afternoons  at  the 
church  until  their  mothers  get  home 
from  work.  Here  they  receive  a  hot 
lunch,  help  with  their  homework  and 
guidance  in  relating  public  school  to 
their  life  situations.  Learning  to  live  in 
community,  the  children  have  become 
less  aggressive. 

Vivian  once  would  swat  anyone  who 
came  near  her,  but  now  she  says  po¬ 
litely,  “May  I  use  the  red  crayon?” 
Joaozinhb  would  hide  under  the  bed 
until  his  mother  left  for  work  so  she 
would  think  he  had  already  gone  to 
school.  Now  he  doesn’t  miss  a  day. 

Yesterday  Marcus  beamed  as  he 
said,  “I  passed!  I’m  going  to  the  sec¬ 
ond  grade  next  year.”  He  has  repeated 
first  grade  twice.  His  public  school 
teacher  told  Mariluce,  one  of  our 
teachers,  that  Marcus  just  couldn't 
learn.  But  the  special  attention  has 
helped  beaten-down,  defeated  Marcus 
to  gain  self-  confidence.  He  is  no  long¬ 
er  on  the  margin  of  life. 

Not  by  bread  alone 

December  1988.  What  could  we 
give  the  children  of  Po  do  Shell  for 
Christmas?  We  couldn’t  buy  presents 
with  our  limited  resources.  “Let’s  have 
a  Bible  school  on  the  Christmas  theme 
during  the  week,”  someone  suggested. 
Each  day  we  talked  about  a  Christmas 
symbol  and  what  it  meant  to  us. 

One  day  I  was  telling  the  story  of 
Santa  Claus  who  comes  into  the  Bra¬ 
zilian  midsummer  commercial  scene 
—  red  woolen  suit  and  all.  My  descrip¬ 
tion  was  along  the  lines  of”  ’Twas  the 
night  before  Christmas”  when  a  7- 
year-old  girl,  thin  and  old  already, 
stopped  me  short  by  saying,  “But  here 
in  Brazil,  Santa  Claus  is  a  thin  man 
who  carries  an  empty  sack.” 

For  the  100  or  more  children  who 
come  to  the  Methodist  church  in 
Bairro  Shell,  however,  this  story  is 
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changing.  One  Sunday  a  9-year-old  girl 
fainted.  Dilma,  a  nurse,  discovered 
that  the  girl  had  not  eaten  since  she 
was  at  school  on  Friday. 

The  next  day  we  sat  down  together 
to  see  what  we  could  do.  We  read  the 
story  of  Jesus’  feeding  of  the  5,000. 
We  started  serving  milk  and  bread  af¬ 
ter  the  lesson.  Now  the  children  eat  in 
small  groups,  with  their  teacher.  They 
learn  to  pray,  sing  and  talk  like  a  fam¬ 
ily. 

After  a  few  Sundays  of  this,  Laudi- 
ceia  asked  Marcela  what  she  liked 
most  about  Sunday  school,  fully  ex¬ 
pecting  her  to  say  “the  milk  and 
bread.”  But  Marcela  said,  “I  like  to 
come  here  because  you  make  me  feel 
like  somebody.” 

Children  do  not  live  by  bread  alone, 
however  important  that  is,  but  by 
bread  served  with  love  and  caring. 

Fabricio 

I  never  want  to  forget  Fabricio  be¬ 
cause  he  changed  my  life.  He  came  to 
Sunday  school  and  sometimes  wan¬ 
dered  into  the  evening  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  He  never  seemed  interested  in 
the  service,  but  he  enjoyed  sitting  next 
to  me,  flipping  through  my  song  book, 
poking  me  and  asking  questions. 

And  so  it  was  on  this  Communion 
evening,  until  Jim  lifted  the  cloth  and 
Fabricio  became  aware  of  the  big, 
beautiful  loaf  of  bread.  He  became 
very  quiet  and  never  took  his  eyes  off 
the  bread.  As  the  service  proceeded,  he 
noticed  that  some  people  were  being 
invited  to  come  to  the  table  to  partake 
of  the  bread.  The  loaf  grew  smaller 
and  smaller.  Fabricio  was  becoming 
upset.  Finally  he  grabbed  me  by  the 
arm,  gave  me  a  vigorous  shake  and 
asked  me,  “Will  there  be  any  bread 
left  over  for  me?” 

That  was  when  I  came  to  the  full  re¬ 
alization  of  what  it  means  to  say,  “The 
Lord's  table  is  for  everyone.” 


Church  serves  Latin  American  street  children 


by  David  Montanye 

In  Latin  America,  more  than  40  mil¬ 
lion  boys  and  girls  have  made  the 
streets  their  home.  In  Brazil  alone,  15 
million  children  live  there.  In  Colom¬ 
bia,  3  million  children,  ages  0-6,  exist 
in  absolute  poverty,  and  2  million  of 
them  struggle  to  survive  in  the  streets. 

It  is  the  children  who  increasingly 
are  the  victims  of  the  whole  society. 
The  debt  crisis  has  caused  children  to 
be  exploited  as  cheap  sources  of  labor 
or  to  be  expelled  from  their  homes 
into  the  streets  in  search  of  food.  Polit¬ 
ical  violence  in  the  region  has  resulted 
in  displaced  people,  refugees  and  or¬ 
phans.  Social  violence  has  created 
children  who,  in  order  to  survive,  be¬ 
come  drug  runners,  drug  addicts  or 
prostitutes. 

With  government  resources  over¬ 
burdened,  many  Latin  American  chil¬ 
dren  have  turned  to  the  church  for 
help.  The  Methodist  churches  of  Latin 
America  are  part  of  an  ecumenical 


network  that  offers  hope  to  abandoned 
children.  Programs  are  being  devel¬ 
oped  as  part  of  a  long-term  effort  to  re¬ 
habilitate  them. 

In  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  an  ecumenical 
living  center  provides  food,  housing 
and  security  as  it  addresses  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  emotional  needs  for  love,  un¬ 
derstanding  and  hope.  Training  and 
education  are  part  of  the  center’s  pro¬ 
gram  as  well  as  efforts  to  integrate  the 
children  back  into  their  own  families. 

In  Argentina,  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Ramos  Mejia  helps  children  who 
live  in  the  railroad  station.  Their  assis¬ 
tance  includes  a  meal,  a  shower  and 
clean  clothing.  Similar  programs  are 
under  way  in  Bolivia,  Chile,  Panama 
and  Peru. 

United  Methodists  can  help  meet 
the  needs  of  the  street  children  of  Lat¬ 
in  America.  Your  gift  will  help  to  pro¬ 
vide  food,  water  and  shelter  for  these 
children. 

Chilean  poet  and  educator  Gabriela 


Mistral  put  it  best  when  she  wrote: 
“Many  things  can  wait;  the  children 
cannot.  Right  now  is  the  time  their 
bones  are  being  formed,  their  senses 
are  being  developed.  To  them  we  can¬ 
not  answer  ’tomorrow.’  Their  name  is 
‘today.’  ” 

Join  Christ’s  life-renewing  witness 


by  giving  to  the  Advance  programs  for 
children  in  Latin  America.  Please  give 
to  one  of  these  ministries  today. 

Street  Children:  (Brazil),  Code  No. 
714808-6 

Children  in  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean,  Code  No.  008333-4  R-  A 


These  boys  — 
members  of  a 
shoeshine  coop¬ 
erative  in  Sao 
Paulo,  Brazil  — 
receive  help 
from  an  ecu¬ 
menical  living 
center.  The 
United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  in¬ 
volved  in  this 
ministry  through 
the  Advance. 
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ADVANCE  PARTNERS 
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At  Grace  UMC,  Queens,  New  York 


Immigrants  receive  help,  hope 


Did  you  know ? 

Did  you  know  . . .  that  there  are 
nearly  2,000  General  Advance  proj¬ 
ects  in  the  United  States  and  around 
the  world?  They’re  listed  in  the  Part¬ 
nership  in  Missions  catalog. 

Through  the  Advance,  you  can  sup¬ 
port  AIDS  ministries  —  or  reforesta¬ 
tion  —  or  radio  evangelism  —  or 
almost  any  kind  of  ministry.  The 
choice  is  yours! 

Call  the  Advance  Office  to  find  out 
more  about  Advance  projects  that  you 
can  support.  Be  a  partner  in  mission; 
call  (212)  870-3790. 


by  Martha  Schulman 

In  1988  the  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops  issued  a  statement  urging  congre¬ 
gations  to  “love  the  sojourner”  and  to 
accept  the  challenge  of  ministry  posed 
by  the  new  U.S.  immigration  law. 
Many  local  churches,  however,  were 
uncertain  where  to  start. 

Members  of  Grace  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Queens,  N.Y.,  had  a 
clearer  idea  than  most.  In  1  987, 
Grace’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Glyger  G. 
Beach,  had  been  one  of  24  annual  con¬ 
ference  participants  in  an  immigration 
training  conference  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  (UMCOR).  Conferees  learned 
that,  for  some  immigrants,  the  new 
law  would  provide  a  chance  to  gain  le¬ 
gal  residence  in  the  United  States, 
while  for  others,  it  would  mean  being 
forced  into  exploitative  employment 
and  living  with  the  constant  threat  of 


Chileans  spread  gospel 
via  horseback,  bicycle 


by  Joyce  Hill 

“We  have  a  good  group  this  morning,” 
the  leader  says.  “Are  we  ready  to  go?” 

The  group  of  men  on  horseback  stop 
their  conversations.  They  draw  their 
horses  together  and  pray  that  they  will 
be  filled  with  God's  Spirit  as  they  be¬ 
gin  the  morning's  work. 

To  the  casual  observer,  these  horse¬ 
men  in  Coelemu,  a  small,  rural  village 
in  central  Chile,  might  look  ready  for  a 
hunting  expedition.  But  their  saddle¬ 
bags  are  filled  with  Bibles. 

Using  the  example  of  John  Wesley, 
these  men  from  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Chile  carry  out  an  extensive  evange¬ 
lism  program.  Many  people  live  in  re¬ 
mote  rural  areas  where  public 
transportation  is  sporadic  and  paved 
highways  do  not  reach.  The  evange¬ 
lists  go  out  every  week,  taking  the  gos¬ 
pel  to  people  who  have  no  contact 
with  any  church. 

The  families  welcome  their  visitors 
who  talk  and  pray  with  them.  The  rid¬ 
ers  are  faithful  in  their  witness.  It 
makes  no  difference  how  muddy  the 
roads  become  in  the  rainy  season;  the 
horses  can  manage  even  the  deepest 
mudholes. 


Whenever  the  families  on  the  circuit 
are  in  town,  they  are  encouraged  to  at¬ 
tend  church  in  order  to  participate  in 
activities  of  the  congregation.  The  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  church  in  Coelemu  cannot 
go  with  the  group  every  Sunday,  but 
he  receives  their  reports.  When  they 
tell  him  about  special  needs  of  the  fam¬ 
ilies,  he  immediately  seeks  ways  to  help. 

Motivated  by  the  example  of  the 
horsemen,  a  group  of  youths  began  go¬ 
ing  by  bicycle,  some  riding  nearly  40 
miles  a  Sunday  to  share  the  gospel 
message. 

Worship  services  in  Coelemu  are 
filled  with  joy  as  news  of  the  believers 
is  shared.  The  evangelists  give  living 
witness  to  their  faith.  The  congrega¬ 
tion  prays  for  the  evangelists  and  for 
the  families  who  receive  them.  The 
steadily  growing  congregation  chal¬ 
lenges  the  other  churches.  Coelemu 
witnesses  to  the  power  that  comes  to 
those  who  share  the  good  news  with 
others,  and  whose  ministry  takes  them 
to  “the  ends  of  the  earth." 

Became  a  part  of  exciting  new  min¬ 
istries  like  this  by  sending  an  Advance 
gift  to: 

Partner  Churches  in  Crisis,  Code 
No.  010068-0  A-T. 


Members  of  Grace  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Queens,  N.Y.,  and 
their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Glyger  G. 
Beach  (right),  visit  the  Caribbean 
homelands  of  many  of  the  congre¬ 
gation's  new  members, 
deportation.  Church  involvement  was 
needed  to  assist  in  legalization  and  to 
help  fight  discrimination  and  deporta¬ 
tion. 

Impressed  with  what  he  heard,  Mr. 
Beach  returned  to  his  congregation  to 
see  how  they  could  become  involved. 
Because  the  neighborhood  has  many 
Caribbean  immigrants,  Grace  mem¬ 
bers  decided  to  work  with  the  Caribbe¬ 
an  Woman's  Health  Association  to 
assist  immigrants  in  complying  with 
the  new  law’s  requirements.  Many  un¬ 
documented  women  were  not  getting 
prenatal  care  and  other  health  ser¬ 
vices.  Grace  Church  provided  space, 
and  12  members  of  the  congregation 
were  trained  as  immigration  counsel¬ 
ors.  The  counselors  helped  applicants 
to  thread  their  way  through  the  maze  of 
forms,  physical  examinations  and  fees. 

Together,  Grace  Church  and  the  Ca¬ 
ribbean  Association  helped  1,500  peo¬ 
ple.  UMCOR  Advance  funds  provided 
additional  training  for  a  lawyer  in  the 
congregation,  assisted  in  setting  up  a 
hotline,  and  established  a  staff  posi¬ 


tion  to  provide  referrals  to  other  im¬ 
migration  services.  In  addition,  Grace 
Church  began  holding  classes  to  en¬ 
sure  that  those  who  had  received  tem¬ 
porary  residence  would  pass  the  civics 
test  required  for  permanent  residence. 

As  the  ministry  grew,  so  did  the 
church.  Many  new  immigrants  joined 
Grace  Church. 

Working  with  the  city,  the  predomi¬ 
nantly  African-American  Grace 
Church  established  high  school  equiv¬ 
alency  classes  from  which  alumni  have 
gone  on  to  study  technical  vocations 
and  nursing. 

Church  members  regularly  travel  to 
a  Caribbean  island  where  new  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  have  rela¬ 
tives.  The  New  York  and  Caribbean 
families  have  a  chance  to  visit.  The 
choir  sings,  people  talk,  local  delica¬ 
cies  are  shared  and  island  ministers 
learn  that  their  former  church  mem¬ 
bers  have  found  safe  harbor. 

Mr.  Beach  is  proud  that  his  congre¬ 
gation,  now  about  one-fourth  Caribbe¬ 
an,  has  broadened  its  focus  and 
become  truly  international.  The  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  now  documented  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  many  opportunities  for 
health  care  and  other  assistance  that 
were  formerly  closed  to  them. 

Finally,  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  is  delighted  that  one  of  its 
members,  legalized  through  its  project 
and  supported  in  his  studies  by  church 
members,  will  be  ordained  as  a  United 
Methodist  minister.  Churches  that 
contribute  to  this  Advance  Special 
find  satisfaction  in  having  provided 
ongoing  support  to  this  vital  ministry 
that  has  changed  so  many  lives. 

Immigration  Counseling  Program, 
Code  No.  901250-8 


Congregations  benefit 
from  missionary  spirit 


These  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Chile  carry  out  an  intensive 
evangelism  program.  Traveling  on  horseback,  they  visit  people  in  remote 
rural  areas  where  public  transportation  is  sporadic  and  paved  highways 
do  not  reach. 


by  Dwight  S.  Busacca 

Jesus  said,  “The  fields  are  already 
white  for  the  harvest"  (John  4:35b). 
This  phrase  describes  the  need  and  the 
challenge  that  face  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference  today.  The  conference 
serves  Hispanic  United  Methodists 
and  others  in  Texas  and  New  Mexico. 
According  to  the  Bureau  of  Census,  in 
1980  there  were  3,563,046  persons  of 
Spanish  origin  in  Texas  and  New  Mex¬ 
ico.  By  1988  that  number  had  grown 
to  4,677,000.  In  2000,  according  to 
state  government  projections,  there 
will  be  6,368, 1 98  Hispanics. 

In  the  three  years  that  the  Rev.  Jose 
Luis  Palos  has  served  as  director  of 
congregational  development  in  the 
Rio  Grande  Conference,  he  has 
worked  hard  to  meet  the  challenges. 
He  helped  to  start  12  congregations; 
worked  with  20  congregations  with  a 
strong  potential  to  reach  out  to  new 
Hispanic  families;  enabled  four  pas¬ 
tors  of  new  churches  to  be  trained 
through  national  events;  trained  six 
pastors  of  new  churches;  finished 
church  projects  valued  at  more  than 
$1  million;  and  completed  research  in 
Mexico  on  how  the  church  there  is 
meeting  similar  challenges.  Today  he 
works  with  other  conferences  and  ju- 


|ose  Palos 

risdictions  in  developing  more  effec¬ 
tive  Hispanic  ministries,  and  plans  to 
start  four  new  mission  churches  in 
1990  to  serve  Hispanics  in  areas  of 
rapid  growth. 

This  is  only  a  fraction  of  Mr.  Palos’ 
phenomenal  accomplishments.  But 
your  help  is  needed!  You  and  your 
church  can  support  church  and  leader¬ 
ship  development  in  the  Rio  Grande 
Conference. 

Please  give  today. 

Rio  Grande  Conference  Church  De¬ 
velopment,  Code  No.  531165-3 

Rio  Grande  Conference  Parish  Part¬ 
ners,  Code  No.  531733-1 

National  Mission  Workers  Basic 
Support,  Code  No.  982597-0 
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MISSION  UNITS  MERGE:  World 

mission  units  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ)  and  the  United  Church  of  Christ 
have  agreed  to  move  toward  combining  their 
boards  of  directors  and  resources  by  about 
1993.  The  churches’  two  overseas  boards  share 
some  work  in  Latin  America,  the  United  States, 
Southern  Asia  and  the  Middle  East.  Both  al¬ 
ready  work  with  the  same  indigenous  partner 
churches  in  various  parts  of  the  world. 

DISASTERS  NOTED:  Romania  and 
Texas  recently  got  the  attention  of  Church 
World  Service,  relief  arm  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches.  Members  of  the  relief  agency’s 
governing  committee  were  advised  of  flooding 
in  north-central  Texas.  High  waters  claimed  at 
least  three  lives,  left  nearly  1,500  families 
homeless  and  may  require  help  from  churches. 
Donations  of  $  1 00,000  are  being  sought  for  Ro¬ 
mania,  where  medicine,  clothes  and  bedding  are 
needed  since  public  services  were  disrupted  in 
December.  That  was  when  a  revolution  toppled 
the  communist  dictatorship. 

PRESBYTERIANS  TO  MEET:  a 

long-awaited  statement  of  faith  and  hotly  debat¬ 
ed  revisions  to  the  denomination’s  medical  plan 
are  expected  to  top  the  agenda  of  the  May  29- 
June  6  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  General 
Assembly.  More  than  600  elected  representatives 
from  across  the  2.9-million-member  denomina¬ 
tion  are  to  gather  in  Salt  Lake  City.  The  state¬ 
ment  of  faith  would  be  the  first  concise  summary 
of  Presbyterian  beliefs  since  the  church’s  north¬ 
ern  and  southern  branches  reunited  in  1983  after 
splitting  during  the  Civil  War. 

RUSSIAN  PATRIARCH  DIES:  Pa¬ 
triarch  Pimen,  head  of  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  since  1971  and  an  ardent  defender  of 
Soviet  policies  from  the  Khrushchev  to  the 
Gorbachev  eras,  died  in  Moscow  May  3  at  age 
79.  His  official  biography  leaves  a  gap  from 
1932  until  the  end  of  World  War  II,  and  some 
church  historians  believe  he  spent  time  in  a  la¬ 
bor  camp  during  the  rule  of  Josef  Stalin. 

COURTS  SWAMPED:  Vermont  has 
become  a  focus  of  attention  for  militant  anti¬ 
abortionists.  They  are  being  arrested  in  droves  in 
an  effort  to  clog  the  court  and  prison  systems  to 
dramatize  their  cause.  For  more  than  a  year, 
abortion  foes  have  demonstrated  in  Burlington  at 
the  Planned  Parenthood  clinic  and  the  Vermont 
Women’s  Health  Center.  The  protests  stepped  up 
in  February,  when  demonstrations  held  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  court  orders  resulted  in  arrests  of  95  peo¬ 
ple.  They  have  been  held  without  bail  for  refusing 
to  give  their  names  upon  arraignment. 

PRIEST  TALKS  TO  BAPTISTS:  A 

priest  told  the  Southern  Baptist  Historical  Com¬ 
mission  in  Nashville  recently  that  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  tend  to  view  members  of  the  nation's  largest 
Protestant  denomination  “with  a  certain  amount 
of  disdain,  touched  with  an  envy  of  your  build¬ 
ings  and  your  power.”  The  Rev.  Robert  Dalton, 
the  U.S.  Catholic  bishops'  official  liaison  officer 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  said  he 
feared  that  “your  battle  for  the  Bible  will  lessen 
your  openness  for  challenge  and  surprise  from  the 
Word  of  God.”  Father  Dalton  had  been  invited  to 
speak  to  the  group  about  the  Roman  Catholic  im¬ 
age  of  Southern  Baptists. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


' Evangelical '  women  claim  membership  gain 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

A  10-month-old  network  for 
"evangelical”  United  Methodist 
women  says  it  connects  more 
than  450  participants. 

Much  of  the  growth  in  the  un¬ 
official  Evangelical  Coalition  for 
United  Methodist  Women  has 
come  in  recent  months,  said  Faye 
Short  of  Commerce,  Ga.,  the 
group's  co-director. 

Mrs.  Short  said  interest  in  the 
coalition,  formed  in  July  with  60 
members,  began  to  swell  after  a 
series  of  articles  earlier  this  year 
in  “Response”  magazine  took  a 
strong  pro-choice  stance  on  abor¬ 
tion  rights. 

(“Response”  is  the  official 
magazine  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women’s  Division  of  the 

New  role 
for  women? 
'Politics' 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— The 
new  mission  field  for  United 
Methodist  Women  in  the  1990s 
is  the  political  arena — inside  and 
outside  the  church. 

So  predicts  Theressa  Hoover, 
chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  mission  board’s 
Women’s  Division. 

During  the  closing  session  of  the 
13th  quadrennial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women’s  Assembly  May  7,  Ms. 
Hoover  told  the  10,100  women 
who  crammed  Kansas  City’s  mu¬ 
nicipal  auditorium: 

“If  I  were  to  define  where  the 
future  really  is,  I’d  say  we  are  be¬ 
coming  more  aware  of  the  politi¬ 
cal  situations  in  our  church. 
Mission  should  not  be  the  carica¬ 
ture  of  long  skirts  and  high-top 
shoes  or  spinsters  sent  off  to  get 
their  fulfillment  in  other  places  be¬ 
cause  they  don’t  have  husbands. 

“Women  must  seek  public  of¬ 
fice  and  must  make  a  difference 
using  the  political  process  how¬ 
ever  possible.  We  must  realize 
that  politics  don’t  hurt  us.” 

Another  issue  for  the  1990s, 
she  said,  is  to  remind  the  church 
that  mission  programs  for  wom¬ 
en  and  children  are  not  just  is¬ 
sues  for  women. 

Ms.  Hoover,  who  is  to  conclude 
22  years  as  chief  executive  of  the 
Women's  Division  and  retire  in 
December,  said  people  have  asked 
her,  “  ‘Why  can’t  you  get  off  this 
kick  of  women  and  children?’  ” 

She  answered.  “The  needs  of 
women  and  children  all  around 
the  world  are  still  poorly  ad¬ 
dressed  by  society  as  a  whole.” 


General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.) 

Women  upset 

“Many,  many  women  were  very 
upset,”  Mrs.  Short  said,  “because 
the  articles  didn’t  present  a  viable 
alternative  (to  abortion).” 

The  January,  February  and 
March  issues  of  “Response”  re¬ 
ported  that  Theressa  Hoover, 
Women’s  Division  chief  execu¬ 
tive;  Sally  Ernst,  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  president;  Ressie  Bass, 
division  vice  president;  Chiquita 
Smith,  a  division  staff  member; 
and  some  former  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  presidents  and  staff  mem¬ 
bers  were  playing  leading  roles  in 
fighting  efforts  to  erode  legal 
rights  to  abortion. 

The  January  article  quotes  Ms. 
Bass  as  saying,  “We  are  making 


it  very  clear  that  people  of  faith 
who  are  pro-choice  will  not  let 
the  anti-choice  group  speak  for 
the  church.” 

That  article  closes  with  Anna- 
belle  Kenward  of  the  California 
Religious  Coalition  for  Abortion 
Rights  and  Ms.  Smith,  coalition 
president,  urging  leaders  of  local 
United  Methodist  Women’s 
units  and  other  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  become  active  on  behalf  of 
choice. 

Mrs.  Short  said,  “Many  wom¬ 
en  were  not  comfortable  with 
that.  Some  women  very  often  feel 
that  they  are  not  represented  in 
programming,  theology,  or  in  the 
general  concept  of  women  in  so¬ 
cial  and  political  action  [as  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  Women’s 
Division], 

“The  question  is.  How  can  we 


stay  in  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  and  fulfill  the  four  areas  of 
purpose — Christian  personhood, 
supportive  community,  Chris¬ 
tian  social  involvement,  and 
Christian  global  concerns — in  a 
way  that  is  effective  and  that  we 
feel  good  about?” 

Mrs.  Short  wrote  in  the  Janu- 
ary-February  1990  “Good  News” 
magazine,  published  by  the  unoffi¬ 
cial  evangelical  caucus  of  the  same 
name,  that  the  network  would 
help  “empower,  educate  and 
equip”  evangelical  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  to  carry  out  the 
four  purposes  of  their  organiza¬ 
tion. 

“We  are  generating  program 
materials  on  abortion  and  other  is¬ 
sues  as  people  need  it,”  she  said. 
“We  are  not  trying  to  replace 
United  Methodist  Women  materi¬ 


als.  No  one  is  challenging  their  au¬ 
thority.  We  are  just  trying  to 
present  material  that  presents  an 
alternative  viewpoint  so  women 
can  make  educated  choices.” 

'Orthodox'  tenets  held 

Mrs.  Short  explained  that  she 
uses  the  word  “evangelical”  to 
refer  to  women  who  are  “ortho¬ 
dox”  in  their  theology.  That 
means  they  believe  in  God  as  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  Trinity,  in  the  vir¬ 
gin  birth,  in  salvation  through 
Christ’s  death,  in  the  inspiration 
and  authority  of  Scripture,  in  the 
physical  resurrection  of  Christ, 
and  in  the  expected  return  of 
Christ. 

These  are  frequently  cited  as 
fundamental  theological  tenets  of 
the  Good  News  organization. 


f  U  M  O  O 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  8V  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo. — A  variety  of  activities  greeted  the  10,100 
Uniled  Methodist  women  who  attended  the  recent  quadrennial 
assembly  in  Kansas  City. 

Left  above,  Mary  Shearer  of  New  Cumberland,  Pa.,  tests  her 
hand  at  the  water  pump  demonstration  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Above  right,  Evelyn  Levi  (left)  of  Baltimore  gives  her  “pre¬ 
cious  stone"  to  Bertha  McGhee  of  Wellsville,  Kan.  During  the 
closing  worship  service,  each  woman  exchanged  a  stone  from 
her  neighborhood  for  someone  else's  stone.  Each  woman  then 
promised  to  keep  the  newly  exchanged  stone  as  a  good  steward 
of  creation. 

Right,  Holly  Fagan  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Los  Al¬ 
tos,  Calif.,  carries  her  daughter,  Valerie,  to  a  focus  group  ses¬ 
sion,  one  of  63  such  two-day  sessions  during  the  assembly. 
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Variety  spices  women's  focus  groups 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  GOODWIN 

New  missionaries  commissioned 

NEW  YORK — United  Methodist  missions  officials  and  representatives  of  annual  conferences  lay  hands 
on  Justine  B.  Emerson's  head  during  missionary-commissioning  ceremonies  last  month.  Ms.  Emerson  of 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  was  one  of  11  missionaries  commissioned  by  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  at 
the  Metropolitan-Duane  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  York.  Ms.  Emerson  and  her  family  were 
scheduled  to  arrive  in  Nepal  May  13. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— If  you 
could  produce  a  30-second  televi¬ 
sion  commercial  or  a  weekly  pro¬ 
gram  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  what  would  be  your  theme? 

Some  200  women- — and  one  or 
two  men — were  asked  that  question 
during  one  of  63  two-day  “focus 
groups”  at  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  Assembly  in  early  May. 

In  the  session  on  “Communicat¬ 
ing  Our  Faith  in  a  Christian  Age,” 
the  Rev.  Mac  Charles  Jones,  pastor 
of  St.  Stephen’s  Baptist  Church  in 
Kansas  City,  challenged  partici¬ 
pants  to  monitor  radio  and  televi¬ 
sion  in  their  hometowns. 

He  said  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  must  ensure  that  churches  and 
parachurch  groups  are  “really  wit¬ 
nessing  to  the  Gospel  as  Jesus  did” 
through  their  broadcasts. 

Media  shape  perceptions 

Mr.  Jones  reminded  the  group 
that  mass  communications  media 
shape  people’s  perceptions,  espe¬ 
cially  in  depictions  of  women  and 
ethnic  groups. 

He  described  a  trip  to  an  Ethiopi¬ 
an  refugee  camp  where  a  mother 
had  just  had  a  child  die  in  her  arms 
from  malnutrition.  Mr.  Jones  said  a 
camera  crew  representing  a  televi¬ 
sion  evangelist  took  advantage  of 
the  mother  by  videotaping  her  in 
her  grief. 

“They  show  you  helpless  Ethiopi¬ 
ans  starving  for  food  on  the  mid¬ 
night  special,  just  to  get  you  to  give 
$  1 0  to  their  tele vangel ism  pro¬ 
gram,"  said  Mr.  Jones.  But  what 


they  don’t  show  you,  he  saiu,  are 
the  starving  Ethiopians  that  walk  to 
the  next  village  with  pride,  even 
passing  banana  trees  without  pick¬ 
ing  the  fruit,  unless  invited. 

“Our  task  as  Christians  is  to  ask 
ourselves,  ‘How  do  we  humanize  the 
media  in  an  electronic  age?’  ”  he  said. 

Ministry  aids  children 

In  another  focus  group,  women 
heard  Enid  Rose  Fourie  of  Durban, 
South  Africa,  speak  on  “Making  the 
World  Safe  for  Children.” 

A  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Southern  Africa,  Ms. 
Fourie  directs  a  ministry  for  chil¬ 
dren  detained  by  the  South  African 
government. 

The  program  was  started  in  1986, 
following  a  consultation  in  Ana¬ 
heim,  Calif.,  during  the  last  United 
Methodist  Women's  Assembly. 


SILK  SCREEN  ED  APRONS 

Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
_  today? 

•Ifctlow  apron  with  navy  imprint  (AUM50M 

•  White  apron  with  royal  blue  impnnl  (AUM502) 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint  ( At  MSB}) 

•  36"  long  and  24"  wide  •  Durable  easy-care  fabric 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 

Apnm  (At  MS01 .  Al'MS02.  Al'MSO.ti  $9.  tw  jpmnvSIh.  .. 
i  M*apmn»’$42  Specify  colortsl  desired.  Add  sales  tax  for 
delivery  in  N  Y  Money  hack  guarantee  Also  available  (or 
other  denominations 

MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Rawson  Rd  I'  M.,  Cuba,N.Y.  14727 


She  described  the  warlike  situa¬ 
tion  facing  South  African  children. 
She  estimated  that  at  least  170,00 
children  starting  at  age  13  in  the 
Durban  and  Natal  area  alone  have 
been  placed  in  prison  for  participat¬ 
ing  in  gatherings  defined  as  illegal 
under  South  African  law. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 


-'JY  Concerned  About 
The  Condition 
^Of  Your  Stained 
Glass,  Wood,  Mortar 
3T  Stone  Or  Slate? 

Do  you  need  someone  you 
can  truly  trust?  Do 
need  a  Craftsman? 

1-800-232-1395 

Call  for  an  appraisa 
or  if  you  just  need 
information  request 
our  booklefHow  To 
Restore  &  Protect 
Stained  Class." 

P-R . 


you 


Faith — 
=connections 

PRAY  FOR  EASTERN  EUROPE 

United  Methodist  bishops  have  sent  greetings 
to  leaders  of  new  governments  in  Eastern  Eu¬ 
rope  offering  prayers,  warning  against  “self- 
seeking  nationalism.”  and  calling  for  respect  of 
national  and  religious  minorities.  During  its 
semi-annual  meeting  in  Detroit,  the  Council  of 
Bishops  also  called  on  leaders  of  countries  there 
to  “ensure  the  rights  of  each  person. .  .and  work 
toward  an  economy  which  secures  adequate  liv¬ 
ing  conditions  for  the  economically  weak 

EVANGELISM  CHAIR:  The  Rev 

James  Cecil  Logan  has  been  named  the  E.  Stan 
ley  Jones  Professor  of  Evangelism  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington.  Creation  of 
the  professorship  at  Wesley 
was  done  with  a  grant  from 
the  Foundation  for  Evange¬ 
lism  at  Lake  Junaluska, 

N.C.,  with  matching  grants 
from  an  anonymous  trustee 
donor  and  the  Minnie  and 
Bernard  Lane  Foundation.  James  Logan 
This  marks  the  fourth  evangelism  professorship 
among  the  13  UM-related  seminaries.  Dr.  Lo¬ 
gan  has  been  professor  of  systematic  theology  at 
Wesley  since  1966. 

MISSION  PARTNERSHIP:  a  plan  to 

ensure  that  the  primary  focus  of  101  domestic 
community  centers  and  other  agencies  will  be 
women's  and  children's  concerns  has  been 
worked  out  by  the  Women’s  and  National  Divi¬ 
sions  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  Women's  Division  owns  the 
properties;  the  National  Division  is  responsible 
for  programs.  The  mission  board’s  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Institutional  Ministries  asked  the  di¬ 
visions  to  provide  clear  policy  statements  to  set 
program  directions,  adequate  funding,  and  a 
plan  of  education  for  mission  and  training  op¬ 
portunities. 

LOCAL  CHRISTIAN  UNITY:  work 

in  behalf  of  Christian  unity  in  the  United  States 
can  “be  reinvigorated  by  each  parish  and  com¬ 
munion  being  active  in  it,”  400  ecumenical 
leaders  were  told  recently  in  Pittsburg  by  the 
president  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
There  must  be  a  focus  on  "bridging  the  gap  be¬ 
tween  parish  and  institution,”  said  the  Rev. 
Leonid  Kishkovsky,  an  archpriest  of  the  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church  in  America.  About  50  United 
Methodists  took  part  in  the  27th  annual  Nation¬ 
al  Workshop  on  Christian  Unity?" 

THEY'RE  NUMBER  ONE:  The  West 

Michigan  Annual  Conference  is  number  one  in 
second-mile  giving  to  the  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church.  During  1989,  it  reported 
$15.13  per  capita  giving,  or  a  total  of 
$1,198,291.  Other  conferences  reporting  the 
largest  figures  per  capita  according  to  jurisdic¬ 
tions  were:  Northeastern  Jurisdiction — Central 
Pennsylvania  Conference,  with  $5.67  per  capita 
($1,050,954);  South  Central  Jurisdiction — Ne¬ 
braska  Conference,  with  $3.11  per  capita 
($358,813);  Southeastern  Jurisdiction— Red 
Bird  Missionary  Conference,  with  $6.08  per 
capita  ($7,940);  and  the  Western  Jurisdiction — 
Alaska  Missionary  Conference,  with  $5.71  per 
capita  ($21,147). 

CENTER  TRANSFERRED:  Staff  of 

the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Service 
Center  in  Cincinnati  will  be  transferred  from 
the  board's  Mission  Education  and  Cultivation 
Program  Department  to  the  Women's  Division 
on  Jan.  1,  1991.  After  managing  the  center  for 
some  25  years,  the  mission  education  depart¬ 
ment  transferred  the  center  because  of  the  rising 
cost  of  employee  health  benefits.  The  Service 
Center  distributes  some  10  million  resources 
annually  for  United  Methodist  Women  and  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

EXECUTIVE  RESIGNS:  The  executive 
director  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Re¬ 
newal  has  resigned,  effective  Oct.  31.  Carolyn 
M.  Anderson,  a  United  Methodist  deaconess, 
has  been  with  the  unofficial  caucus  since  1985. 

A  national  search  has  begun  for  her  successor. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Faith  at  work 

Churches  provide  'cardboard  condos' 

lml<m!',ZmeleSS  CaSt  shadow  on  lush  Slitter  of  prosperous  Orange  County 


Associate  Editor 

Glittering  shops  and  restau¬ 
rants  amid  lush  gardens  and 
palm  trees.  Million-dollar  homes 
on  sparkling  beaches. 

This  is  Orange  County,  Calif., 
reportedly  one  of  the  richest  areas 
in  the  United  States.  Yet  an  esti¬ 
mated  10,000  homeless  people 
wander  its  flower-bordered  streets. 

Six  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions,  as  part  of  the  Orange  Coun¬ 
ty  Interfaith  Shelter  Network,  are 
doing  something  about  it. 

The  interesting  thing  is  that  they 
always  talk  about  what  the  home¬ 
less  people  did  for  them,  not  what 
they  did  for  the  homeless. 

Take  Ben  Davis,  for  example. 
Mr.  Davis,  retired  from  the  aero¬ 
space  business,  is  a  member  of 
Community  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Huntington  Beach.  He 
was  one  of  the  coordinators  of 
the  program. 

“This  is  the  most  exciting  pro¬ 
gram  I  have  been  involved  with,” 
he  said.  “You  receive  far  more 
than  you  give.  And  you  see  the 
rewards.” 

All  nine  people  who  had  been 
sheltered  at  his  church  had  jobs 
and  places  to  live  by  the  time 
they  left,  he  said. 

People  find  homes,  work 

Interfaith  Shelter  Network  fig¬ 
ures  reflect  lots  more  positive  re¬ 
sults  for  this  new  program.  Of 
the  78  homeless  people  sheltered 
to  date,  49  found  employment, 
and  40  found  housing. 

“It  turned  out  to  be  a  program 
to  get  homeless  people  into  their 
own  homes,”  Mr.  Davis  said. 

That  success  is  partially  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  program  accepting  only 
adults  currently  working,  actively 
seeking  employment  or  receiving 
education  targeted  at  employment. 

“Our  church  initially  turned 
down  participating  in  the  proj¬ 
ect,”  Mr.  -Davis  said,  “because 
we  use  our  facilities  every  night. 

“But  after  I  attended  a  meeting 
I  thought.  ‘Hey,  this  is  something 
our  church  just  has  to  be  in¬ 
volved  with.’  The  mission  com¬ 
mittee  and  the  church  and 
society  committee  immediately 
supported  it.” 

Throughout  the  summer  of 
1989,  Mr.  Davis  and  members  of 
various  other  churches  met  to 
plan  the  program  that  would  be 
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United  Methodist  layman  Ben 
Davis  (above)  was  a  major 
force  in  the  Orange  County 
Interfaith  Shelter  Network. 

Voting  booths  (right)  partition 
the  fellowship  hall  of  Mesa 
Verde  United  Methodist 
Church,  Costa  Mesa,  Calif.,  to 
give  privacy  to  homeless  peo¬ 
ple  who  called  them  their 
"cardboard  condominiums." 

implemented  during  cold  weath¬ 
er  (below  40  degrees.) 

San  Diego  model  followed 

Basing  the  plan  on  a  successful 
model  in  San  Diego  (in  which  12 
United  Methodist  congregations 
participate),  churches  would  house 
up  to  12  people  for  two  weeks. 
Homeless  people  could  stay  in  the 
program  for  60  days  by  rotating 
from  one  church  to  another 

Twenty-five  Orange  County 
faith  groups  took  part.  They  in¬ 
cluded  Presbyterian,  Lutheran, 
Church  of  Christ,  Episcopalian, 
Mormon,  Christian  (Disciples  of 
Christ),  Unitarian,  Congrega¬ 
tional,  Roman  Catholic  and  Jew¬ 
ish  congregations. 

Other  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  participating  were  Al- 
dersgate  United  Methodist 
Church,  Tustin;  La  Hambra 
United  Methodist  Church,  La 
Hambra;  Mesa  Verde  United 
Methodist  Church,  Costa  Mesa; 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Costa  Mesa;  and  Fullerton  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Fullerton. 


“My  church  was  terribly  excit¬ 
ed,”  Mr.  Davis  said.  “We  were  the 
second  church  involved,  and  80- 
plus  people  volunteered  to  help. 

“The  Mormon  church  was  our 
support  church.  They  said  this 
was  an  answer  to  their  prayers 
for  a  mission.  What  they  contrib¬ 
uted  were  showers!  People  must 
have  showers  when  they  are  look¬ 
ing  for  work.” 

At  Community  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  people  were 
housed  in  the  fellowship  hall. 

Discarded  cardboard  voting 
booths  were  fashioned  into  walls 
for  privacy.  Some  people  called 
them  their  “cardboard  condo¬ 
miniums.” 

Visitors  slept  on  donated  foam 
rubber  pads  and  under  donated 
blankets.  Clothing  was  also  do¬ 
nated.  Bus  tokens  were  pur¬ 
chased  for  them. 

“You  know  how  Methodists 
are,”  Mr.  Davis  said.  “They  pot- 
luck  everything.  Every  night  peo¬ 
ple  would  bring  pots  of  food, 
salads  and  bread. 


Contact  builds  bonds 

“You  get  to  love  these  people. 
There  was  a  lot  of  hugging  and 
hand-holding  going  on. 

“Even  the  two  people  on  our 
administrative  board  who  voted 
‘no’  to  the  project  got  involved. 
They  were  here  at  night  and  do¬ 
nated  time  and  money. 

“We  haven’t  heard  a  single 
complaint.  The  choir  had  to 
crawl  over  boxes  to  get  to  the 
choir  robes,  but  they  didn’t  seem 
to  mind.” 

Although  the  program  is  over 
for  the  season,  Orange  County 
churches  are  reviewing  results 
and  gearing  up  for  the  next  batch 
of  cold  weather. 

Mr.  Davis  said  that  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  program  has  galva¬ 
nized  his  church  into  action. 

“We’ve  been  talking  about  a 
building  program  for  10  years,” 
he  said. 

“Now  we’re  doing  it.  We  were 
active  before,  but  I  want  to  tell 
you,  we  are  much  more  active 
now.” 


UMR  GRAPHIC  BY  TOM  GIBSON 

Some  with 
jobs  still 
homeless 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Why  would  an  employed  per¬ 
son  be  homeless  and  need  tempo¬ 
rary  housing  from  churches? 

The  answer  is  fairly  simple. 

In  many  areas,  a  modest  apart¬ 
ment  rents  for  $1,000  per  month. 
That  is  far  beyond  the  means  of 
most  people  working  minimum- 
wage  jobs. 

Vacant  low-rent  apartments  or 
houses  are  difficult  to  find. 

The  Orange  County  Interfaith 
Shelter  Network  program  (see  re¬ 
lated  article)  serves  those  who 
need  shelter  for  short  periods  so 
they  can  find  work  or  save  mon¬ 
ey  to  become  self-sufficient. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


'Nancy'  wearing  face 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HUNTINGTON  BEACH, 
Calif. —  Her  name  is  not  really 
Nancy,  but  her  story  is  real. 

Nancy  had  invested  every¬ 
thing  in  a  business  she  had  long 
dreamed  of  owning.  The  busi¬ 
ness  included  a  truck,  and  Nan¬ 
cy  was  proud  of  that  truck. 

Like  many  small  businesses 
that  open  every  year  in  the 
United  States,  Nancy’s  was 
underfinanced  and  underin¬ 
sured.  Shortly  after  her  busi¬ 
ness  opened,  thieves  broke  in 
and  took  everything.  Nancy’s 
business  was  wiped  out;  so 
was  Nancy. 

Her  truck  was  her  only 
home  for  six  months.  Finally, 


Nancy  was  on  the  street. 

Then  something  good 
pened.  She  was  one  of  60 
homeless  people  selected  to 
participate  in  the  Orange 
County  Shelter  Network  (see 
related  article).  She  was  as¬ 
signed  to  Community  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Hunting- 
ton  Beach,  where  she  had  a 
safe  place  to  sleep,  enough  to 
eat  and  a  shower  each  day  for 
two  weeks. 

She  was  given  bus  tokens  so 
she  could  go  interview  for  jobs. 

Clean  and  rested,  Nancy 
was  able  to  find  an  excellent 
job  and  a  place  to  live. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


“Life  Is  Like  A  Mountain  Railroad” 

A  Model  of  the  Spiritual  Journey 
By  Glenn  J.  fisher 

lte  eimor  s  UK  easier  ns  n*  psod  soi(  -Uk  s  Rafc.jy  to 
Hweo  an  ha  erprrwca  on  Be  Ckndifekl  Railroad  (CSX)  n 
Til  a  the  Oaso  la  Bio  12S  cage  pafwtHdi  iwth  photos  S10  (Pa 
indents  a Id  6%)  pus  JL50/COPI!  lor  stuptang  and  hauling 

940  Clover  Hill  Road.  Wynnewood.  PA  19096. 


Now  scheduling  for 
Fall  &  Winter! 
UM  Servant  Evangelist 
’  KIMBALL  BOYD  COBURN 

P.O.Box  633  Claremont,  CA  91711 


Effective 
communication 
and  outreach. 

through  publications, 
signage  &  media. 

Let's  talk 

Tom  Gibson  or  Susanne  Aikman 

(214)  630-6495 

2520  W.  Commerce  St. 
P.0.  Box  222198 
Dallas,  TX  75222 

a  division  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


PILGRIMAGE  TO  HOLY  LAND 
PETRA 
and 
ROME 
with 

JIM  AND  NANCY 
BUSKIRK 

July  30*August  10, 1990 
Deadline  for  Registration 
May  30, 1990 

For  Information  call 
Nancy  Buskirk: 

8:00  a.m.  -  3:30  p.m.  (918)  224-6710 
Evenings  (918)  299-1305 


'Women's  summit ' 
sending  message  to 
Gorbachev,  Bush 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— When  presi¬ 
dents  George  Bush  of  the  U.S.  and 
Mikhail  Gorbachev  of  the  U.S.S.R. 
open  their  Washington  summit 
meeting  May  30  they  will  find  wait¬ 
ing  for  them  a  message  from  100 
strong-purposed  women  of  the 
United  States  and  Soviet  Union. 

“We  are  at  a  turning  point  for  the 
fate  of  the  earth  and  all  its  inhabit¬ 
ants,”  the  members  of  a  pioneering, 
high-level  “Soviet-American  Wom¬ 
en’s  Summit”  said  in  a  statement 
released  May  7  after  their  Washing¬ 
ton  meetings. 

The  women  called  for  a  nuclear 
test  ban,  concern  for  the  Third 
World  and  “the  full  and  effective 
participation  of  women”  at  all  lev¬ 
els  of  decision  making. 


CLASSIFIED 

RaTES:  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

GROWING  CHURCH  IN  DENVER  AREA 

needs  part-time  Youth  Director  for  exciting 
youth  program.  Position  available  Summer  1990. 
Experience  in  youth  ministry  preferred.  Salary 
and  benefits  package  competitive.  Send  resume 

AUSTRAL  AND  THE  7th  ASSEMBLY  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  at  Canberra.  February 
2-12,  1991.  S2.999.  For  brochure  write:  Dr.  E  E 
Brewster,  4100  F  Beechwood  Lane,  Harrisburg,  PA 

AIDS:  PWAs.  PWARCs,  HIV  +  ,  how  is  the 

1287,  Parker,  CO  80134. 

1990  OBERAMMERGAU  PASSION  PLAY 

European  tours:  July  12-24.  August  11-22 
Confirmed  tickets.  Write:  Rev.  Ralph  Law- 

ke8n8-!24592378a-o!35am‘  B°'SC‘  8”°4'  <2°8) 

church  treating  you?  Are  you  aware  of  what  assis¬ 
tance  is  available?  The  Oklahoma  CCOM  AIDS 
Task  Force  is  seeking  input  and  continuing  corre¬ 
spondence  from  PWAs,  PWARCs,  and  HIV  + 
regarding  church's  role  in  the  AIDS  Pandemic. 
We  would  like  copies  of  worship  resources  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  AIDS  issue.  All  responses  absolutely 
confidential!  Send  responses:  Oklahoma  CCOM 

CENTRAL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

in  Decatur.  Alabama  is  seeking  a  Director  of 
Christian  Education  with  emphasis  on  children, 
adult  and  family  ministries.  Salary  is  dependent 
upon  applicant's  education,  skills,  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Address  inquiries  and  resumes  to:  Central 
United  Methodist  Church.  616  Jackson  St.,  SE, 
Decature,  AL  35601.  Telephone:  (205)  353-6941. 

NEW  YORK  THANKSGIVING  THEATER 

Tour.  Three  shows,  Macy’s  Parade,  stay  at  Wal¬ 
dorf  Astoria  Hotel.  Dr.  Edward  E.  Laux  6247 
Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX  75214.  (214)  368-7026. 

OK  73146-0126.  Please  include  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  for  future  correspondence. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministry 

needed  for  a  1, 000-mcmber  United  Methodist 

FOR  SALE:  BEAUTIFUL  LOT.  Elkins  Lake. 

Huntsville,  Texas.  Minister  needs  to  sell,  cheap' 
Call:  (214)  693-9917.  P 

WANTED:  PART-TIME  DIRECTOR,  Church 

Growth.  Must  design,  implement,  and  supervise 
outreach/assimilation  program  in  dynamic  1200- 

surate  with  experience  and  training.  Send  resume 
to:  Delmar  Smith,  120  North  Avenue  A.  Canton, 
IL  61520. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 

Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 

church  growth  processes.  Apply  by  5/30/90.  Send 
resume  to:  R.  Titus,  Satellite  Beach  UMC,  450 
Lee  Avenue,  Satellite  Beach,  FL  32937.  Phone: 
(407)777-1692. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 

tries.  clergy  or  lay,  with  focus  on  spiritual,  per¬ 
sonal  and  academic  needs  of  Junior  and  Senior 
Highs.  We  are  a  strong  church,  with  average  at- 

week.  $525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
627*9  W7ynesville’  NC  *8786.  (704)  627-6067, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MINISTRY  TO  MATURE 

Adults.  Full-time  position  including  travel  and 
leisure  activities,  development  of  ministry  skills 
of  older  adults  and  the  maintenance  of  a  long 
standing  craft  program.  Contact:  Reverend  Chris 
Andrews,  930  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802. 

tendance  of  335.  For  information  contact:  Billy 
G.  Hahs,  1133  Main,  Mt.  Vernon,  Illinois  62864. 
(618)242-1030. 

WE  BOOK  YOUR  SKI  TRIP.  WHITE  WATER 

rafting  or  retreat.  You  save  time  and  $$.  Call:  Ski 
Promotion  &  Mktg.  now!  If  30  +  go,  you  ski  free! 
(806)  353-5415.  j 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR/CHILDREN'S  Ministry. 

Full-time  position.  Contact:  Rev.  James  E.  Hall, 
Yucaipa  UMC  (Southern  California),  35177  Beech 
Avenue,  Yucaipa.  CA  92399.  (714)  797-1 143. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church. 

Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per- 
sons  available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians' 
National  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18.  Box  36 
Huntington,  WV  25706-0036. 

STAFF  PERSON  NEEDED:  First  United  Meth¬ 

odist  Church,  Houston,  MS  is  seeking  a  full-time 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Full- 
tjme  position  responsible  total  youth/adult  educa- 

negotiable.  Contact:  Dr.  Bryan  Scarbrough,  P.O. 
Box  123,  Houston,  MS  38851.  Phone:  (60l )  456- 
2203  or  456-3564.  Job  description  on  request. 

1315  NE  Pine  Island  Lane,  Cape  Coral,  FL  33909. 

FREE  BOOK  AND  INFORMATION  on  Family 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN/YOUTH.  New  posi- 

??.uS5,iSn.-.  9?.30  W.  Escuda  Dr  Peoria,  AZ 

NEW  POSITION  AS  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR: 

First  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  Houston. 
Texas  is  searching  for  a  person  with  a  college  de¬ 
gree  and  Christian  education  or  pastoral  experi¬ 
ence  interested  in  a  challenge  for  growth  in  a 
small  congregation  serving  the  core  of  the  city. 
Call  the  church  office:  (713)  522-782 1 . 

church;  full  range  of  program;  well  functioning  pro¬ 
fessional  staff.  Qualifications:  Experience  leading 
quality  educational,  leisure,  outreach  ministries; 
ability  to  supervise  staff  of  activities  building;  mas¬ 
ter’s  degree  in  Christian  Education  desired.  Com- 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  stitcheries. 
Make  items  for  church,  home,  bazaar,  gifts.  Cata¬ 
log  $  1 .00  (refundable  with  first  order).  Nancy  De¬ 
signs,  424R  East  Sixth,  Blue  Earth,  MN  56013. 

petitive  salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Senior 
Minister,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  315  East 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 

Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones. 

CUNNINGHAM  CHILDREN'S  HOME  IN  UR- 

Chester  St..  Jackson.  TN  38301.  (901)  422-4002. 

BANA,  IL  seeking  applicants  for  position:  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Resource  Development/Public  Relatiorts. 
The  position  is  responsible  for  development  of 
overall  fund  raising/public  relations  program 
with  emphasis  on  direct  mail  campaigns  to  do¬ 
nors,  personal/corporate  gift  solicitation,  planned 
giving.  Responsible  for  coordinating  a  public  re¬ 
gions  program  with  Central  Illinois  Conference 

ORGANIST/MUSIC  DIRECTOR'S  Assistant. 

(504)488-0856. 

850-member  church  seeks  dynamic  personality  to 
direct  children's  choirs,  accompany  adult  and 
youth  choirs  and  add  exciting  dimensions  to  wor¬ 
ship  services.  20  hour  week,  free  day  care,  health 
insurance,  studio  priviledges.  Send  resume  to: 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu¬ 

mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet, 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  nego¬ 
tiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 

Box  808,  Fulton.  TX  78358. 

Allen,  TX  78501.  (512)  682-1481.  Excellent  salary!! 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits, 

fabrics.  Stoles,  paraments,  etc.  Brochure/fabric 
swatches  $3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  avail¬ 
able  for  meetings.  A  &  L  Designs.  201  E.  Tabor 

Rd..  Philadelphia,  PA  19120.  (215)  329-7321.  1 

Candidates  must  have  appropriate  educational 
background,  preferably  some  experience  in  re¬ 
source  development  and/or  public  relations,  good 
organizational,  writing,  public  speaking  skills. 
Cunningham  is  a  multi-service  residential  child 
care  facility  serving  youth  between  the  ages  of  6 
to  18.  Cunningham  is  a  ministry  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  Central  Illinois  Confer- 

900-MEMBER  MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH  seek¬ 

ing  Director  of  Music.  Will  direct  adult  choir  an$l 
coordinate  children  and  youth  choirs.  Coordiria- 

Send  resumes  to:  Dr.  LC.  Johnston,  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box  1510,  Harlingen.  TX 
78551.  Salary  will  be  commensurate  with 
experience. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and  stay  at 

Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
to  160).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming,  $9.00  tickets,  grilled  burger 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  warned  for 

(501)253-8418  today! 

ningham  Children's  Home,  P.O.  Box  878. 
Urbana,  IL  61801. 

large  1800-member  suburban  church.  Christ-ori¬ 
ented  active  youth  program  in  place.  Position  avail¬ 
able  immediately.  Send  resume  with  references  to: 
Search  Committee,  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist 
Church,  1314  Fouik  Road.  Wilmington,  DE  19803. 

"CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT  IS  NEVER  Chris¬ 

tian."  Making  necessary  distinctions  present  in 
scriptural  punishment  and  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
and  Paul.  10.000  word  booklet  $1.50.  Ray’s 
Study.  Box  5435,  Midland,  TX  79704. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Youth.  Salary  S21.525/S600  continu- 

Coy,  317  S.  Main,  Monticello,  AR  71655. 

CAMP  DIRECTOR/MANAGER.  Year  around 

VACATION  HOME  IN  BEAUTIFUL  Estes 

Park,  Colorado.  Two  bedrooms,  two  baths,  lake 
view,  close  to  Rocky  Mountain  National  Park. 
S320.00/week.  Call:  (307)  742-8204. 

SOCIAL  WORKER/PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

for  United  Methodist  residence.  BSW  or  BA  in 

consin.  For  application:  Jerry  Lipka,  Box  220.  Sun 
Prairie.  WI  53590.  Deadline:  June  1 1. 

knowledge  of  deaf  culture,  counseling,  conflict 
resolution,  crisis  intervention  needed  June  open¬ 
ing.  Resume  to:  Personnel,  670  N.  Robert  St.,  ST 
Paul.  MN  55101. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Franklin.  TN. 

1 500-member  growing  multi-staff  church  in  subur¬ 
ban  Nashville,  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Ed  Crump,  142 
Fifth  Avenue.  South.  Franklin.  TN  37064. 

GROUP  RETREATS:  GROUP  LODGING,  use 
of  facilities,  three  meals,  $20.00  per  day  per  per¬ 
son.  Tennis  courts,  pool,  canoeing,  lodge  hiking, 
fishing.  Sanford  Gray,  Coker  Creek.  TN  37314. 
(615)261-2310. 

SHREVEPORT  LA  711U4 
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A  Memorial 
Remembrance 

My  mother  had  been  dead  for  one  year.  It  was  the  Sunday  afternoon 
before  Memorial  Day.  I  gently  led  my  father  through  the  cemetery  as 
we  moved  toward  her  grave.  We  stood  silently  for  a  while.  Then  Dad 
said,  “She  chose  this  spot,  you  know.  It’s  in  the  shade  between  two  ce¬ 
dar  trees.” 

After  placing  flowers  at  the  foot  of  the  grave,  we  began  the  short 
walk  back  to  the  car.  As  we  walked,  I  wondered:  Why  is  this  act  of 
honoring  a  dead  loved  one  so  important.  Why  did  I  drive  a  long  dis¬ 
tance  so  my  father  and  I  could  walk  to  a  place  of  burial? 

Perhaps  it’s  because  we  really  are  a  part  of  those  who  have  gone  be¬ 
fore  us.  Perhaps  it’s  important  to  rehearse  the  reality  that  we  all  return 
to  God  who  gave  us  life  through  the  good  earth. 

The  writer  of  Hebrews  says:  “Apart  from  us,  they  should  not  be 
made  perfect.”  (Hebrews  11:34) 

Our  faith  teaches  us  that  even  death  does  not  separate  us.  Perhaps 
this  is  one  reason  cemeteries  seem  like  sacred  space.  _ 

UXGL-&  o. 


'A  First'  on  Native  American 
Awareness  Sunday 


St.  Mark  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  has  the  dis¬ 
tinction  of  being  the  first  predomin- 
antely  black  congregation  to  invite 
Rev.  Cyril  A.  “Kirby"  Verret,  Hou¬ 
ma  Indian,  as  their  guest  minister 
for  Native  American  Awareness 
Sunday. 

Although  the  purpose  of  Native 
American  Awareness  Sunday  is  to 
provide  for  scholarships  and  other 
programs  for  Native  Americans,  for 
the  members  of  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Cyril  Verret, 
it  brought  mutual  understanding, 
respect,  and  concern  for  two  races 
of  people. 

Rev.  Verret  painted  a  vivid,  sur¬ 
prising,  and  shocking  picture  from 
his  background  of  experiences  from 
birth  to  the  present.  He  compared 
and  contrasted  the  two  races 
throughout  the  history  of  our  coun¬ 
try.  Rev.  Verret  helped  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  see,  (I)  that  our 
background  of  experiences  are 
alike;  (2)  that  there  are  many  ways 


that  we  can  help  one  another 
through  Christian  Faith  and;  (3) 
that  working  together  through  faith 
will  ultimately  bring  about  a  stron¬ 
ger  Christian  Foundation  for  all 
who  participate  in  this  effort. 

The  observance  of  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Awareness  Sunday  at  St.  Mark 
United  Methodist  Church  made  a 
difference  in  the  lives-  of  all  who 
were  present.  It  brought  two  cul¬ 
tures  together  that  promises  to  ben¬ 
efit  them  spiritually  and 
economically. 

The  theme  for  the  Sunday  Obser¬ 
vance  was  “A  Time  To  Heal.”  Mrs. 
Mary  Alice  Quiett,  Chairperson  of 
the  Committee  on  Religion  and 
Race,  planned  and  coordinated  this 
impressive  and  inspirational  pro¬ 
gram.  She  was  assisted  by  John 
Morris,  Carrie  Martin,  Mildred 
Bowie,  and  the  Sanctuary  Choir 
which  was  directed  by  Wanda 
Washington.  Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher 
is  pastor. 


-Around  the  Conference 


Newellton  Union  Church  recently  celebrated  its  100th  anniversary. 
The  Newellton  Church  is  a  union  church  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  (USA).  Leading  the  worship 
service  were  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  Rev.  Joe  T.  Sheeler,  Executive 
Presbyter  of  the  Presbytery  of  the  Pines  and  Rev.  Ken  Graham,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Newellton.  A  highlight  of  the  day  was  the  reception  of  10 
young  people  into  full  membership  in  the  church.  Pictured  I.  to  r. 
are;  Jennifer  Graham,  Berry  Burnside,  Heather  Foster,  John  May, 
Chris  Arnold,  Brian  Doyle,  Ben  Guthrie,  Phillip  Hosea,  and  Melinda 
Ragsdale. 


PLEASANT  GETAWAY  —  The  youth  groups  of  First  UMC  in  Monroe 
and  McGuire  UMC  in  West  Monroe  were  recently  joined  together 
for  a  spring  break  ski  trip.  The  34  youth,  along  with  chaperones, 
travelled  to  Crested  Butte,  Colorado  where  they  skied  for  three 
days.  Group  leaders,  Jay  Waalk  and  Steve  Willis  are  already  plan¬ 
ning  next  year's  trip. 


(£1X1 

Council  On  Ministries 

CCOM  Staff  Changes  Announced 


The  staff  positions  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  will  be 
redefined  as  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  session  in  June. 

The  Rev.  Roger  Lathan  will  be 
assigned  as  Associate  Director  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries.  Rev.  Lanthan  will  continue 
his  work  with  Special  Ministries,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  specific  concerns  of  the 
ethnic  local  church.  In  addition  he 
will  expand  his  work  in  consulting 
and  resourcing  local  churches  in 
planning  and  programming  for 
ministry. 


■  “ 

Rev.  Roger  D.  Lathan 


The  Rev.  Karen  Davis  will  be  as¬ 
signed  as  Director  of  Education  and 
Worship  Ministries.  In  this  position 
she  will  resource  local  churches  in 
Christian  Education  and  Worship 
through  individual  consultation 
and  district  and  conference  training 
events.  Rev.  Davis’  position  will 
further  assist  the  Conference  in  the 
development  of  ministry  to  and  for 
Singles,  Young  Adults  and  Baby 
Boomers. 


Rev.  Lathan  is  a  native  of  New 
Orleans  and  was  reared  in  Baton 
Rouge.  He  received  his  elementary 


Rev.  Karen  F.  Davis 


and  secondary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Baton  Rouge.  His 
higher  education  was  received  from 
Bishop  College  (BA)  and  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  (M.Th.).  As  a 
part  of  his  studies,  he  has  complet¬ 
ed  800  hours  of  Clinical  Pastoral 
Education  while  serving  as  Chap¬ 
lain  at  Parkland  Memorial  Hospital 
in  Dallas,  and  Terrell  State  Hospital 
in  Terrell,  Texas,  Rev.  Lathan  has 
also  served  as  counselor  for  the  Sui¬ 
cide  Prevention  Center  of  Dallas. 

Pastoral  charges  include  churches 
in  Dallas,  Terrell,  and  Rosser,  Tex¬ 
as;  and  Baldwin,  Morgan  City,  Al¬ 
exandria,  and  New  Orleans.  He  is 
now  serving  as  Director  of  Special 
Ministries  with  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 

In  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
Rev.  Lathan  has  served  on  various 
conference  and  district  boards. 
Presently,  he  serves  as  staff  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  Conference  Com¬ 
missions  of  Religion  and  Race, 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns,  and  the  Conference  Spe¬ 
cial  Ministries  Committee,  and  the 
Conference  Team  for  the  Bishop’s 
Initiative:  Vital  Congregations  — 
Faithful  Disciples.  He  is  married  to 
the  former  Sedonia  Phillips  of  Bal¬ 


dwin. 

Rev.  Davis  grew  up  in  Baton 
Rouge  and  attended  Broadmoor 
High  School.  In  1973  she  received  a 
BA  degree  in  Journalism  from  Loui¬ 
siana  State  University.  Following 
graduation  she  worked  at  the  Baton 
Rouge  Crisis  Intervention  Center, 
with  primary  responsibilities  for 
training  and  supervision  of  the  vol¬ 
unteer  counselors  for  THE 
PHONE,  from  1973  through  1977. 
She  then  moved  to  Oklahoma  and 
was  employed  by  the  University  of 
Oklahoma  as  a  financial  aid  coun¬ 
selor,  1979-1982. 

From  1  983-1  987.  Rev.  Davis 
completed  a  12-month  chaplaincy 
internship  at  Parkland  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Dallas,  working  through 
the  CPE  (Clinical  Pastoral  Educa¬ 
tion)  program,  primarily  in  the 
burn  and  oncology  units  and  in  the 
emergency  room. 

She  has  served  as  pastor  of  the 
Patterson  UMC  since  graduating 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
with  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree  in 
1987. 

She  presently  serves  on  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
the  Acadiana  District  Board  of  Or¬ 
dained  Ministry,  and  the  new  AIDS 
task  force. 


UMM  Retreat,  Luncheon  to  be  Held 


The  16th  Annual  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men’s  Retreat  will  be  held  at 
Louisiana  College  fif  Pineville  on 
Friday,  June  29  and  Saturday,  June 
30. 

On  Friday,  the  group  will  leave 
Guinn  Auditorium  at  1  p.m.  for  the 
golf  tournament,  returning  to  the 
campus  by  5  p.m.  At  6:30  p.m.  an 
inspirational  talk  will  be  presented 
by  Dr.  Pat  Day,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Mar¬ 
shall,  Texas. 

Prior  to  serving  on  the  staff  of 
First  UMC,  Dallas,  Dr.  Day  was  in¬ 


volved  in  evangelistic  work  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  In  addition  to  his  Dallas 
assignment,  he  has  served  as  asso¬ 
ciate  minister  of  Marvin  UMC  in 
Tyler,  Texas,  pastor  of  First  UMC 
in  Grand  Saline,  Texas,  and  as  the 
senior  pastor  of  Airline  UMC  in 
Houston.  He  is  presently  serving  his 
third  year  as  senior  pastor  of  First 
Church. 

Music  will  be  provided  by  John 
Moore  and  Scott  Flowers. 

The  highlight  of  the  Saturday  ses¬ 
sion  will  be  the  opportunity  to  hear 
another  inspiring  message  from  Dr. 


Dr.  Pat  Day  Mr.  Ernie  Wendell 

June  Conference  Calendar 

4-7  Annual  Conference,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 
7-9  DCYM  Training,  Centenary  College  (4:00  p.m.  on  7th-10:30  a.m. 
on  9th) 

1 0  Peace  with  Justice  Sunday 

14-17  “Crossroads”  National  Young  Adult  Conference,  Chicago,  Illinois 
16-20  UMW  Regional  School  of  Mission  for  all  Conference  Officers,  Cen¬ 
tenary  College 

1 8  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building, 
1 1:00  a.m. 

1 8-20  Bishop’s  Week,  Mount  Sequoyah 

20  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry:  Send  Assignments  to  2nd  Year  PAY 
Candidates 

29-30  30th  United  Methodist  Men’s  Retreat,  Louisiana  College,  Pineville 


Persons-Churches-Events 


Lake  Vista  UMC  in  New  Orleans 
held  its  3rd  Annual  Flea  Market  on 
Saturday,  May  19  from  9  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.  There  was  a  garage  sale  which 
included  antiques,  books,  crafts, 
plants,  clothing,  jewelry,  and  baked 
goods.  A  silent  auction  and  a  chick¬ 
en  and  spaghetti  dinner  also  took 
place.  All  proceeds  will  benefit  the 
church’s  mission  apportionments. 
Dr.  Alan  Dee  Einsel  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

On  April  8  during  the  morning 
worship  service  Rev.  E.  J.  Martin, 
pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Gueydan 
dedicated  the  new  congregation 
hymnals  donated  in  memory  of 
Charles  C.  Stansel  by  the  Ellis  Stan- 
sel  family.  Choir  hymnals  were  ded¬ 
icated  in  memory  of  Arthur  T.  Hair 


by  family  and  friends  and  the  Cho¬ 
ral  Music  holders  were  dedicated  in 
memory  of  Mrs.  Erma  Hardee  by 
her  children. 

*  *  * 

Ten  members  of  Trinity  UMC  in 
Alexandria  recently  attended  the 
Alexandria  District  Board  of  Laity 
Banquet.  Those  attending  from 
Trinity  were:  Elva  Doyle,  Barbara 
Drago,  Eddie  Dezendorf,  Ray 
McIntosh,  Rupert  and  Barbara 
Thom.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
Beeler,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul 
Spears.  Frank  Cox  was  named  as  an 
Honorary  Associate  District  Lay 
Leader.  Everyone  had  a  great  time 
and  thoroughly  enjoyed  listening  to 
the  Centenary  College  Choir.  Rev. 
Beeler  is  pastor. 


Day.  Ernie  Wendell,  National  Pres¬ 
ident  of  United  Methodist  Men, 
will  also  speak.  Mr.  Wendell  is  an 
active  United  Methodist  layman. 
He  teaches  an  adult  Sunday  School 
Class  in  his  local  church  in  North 
Carolina  and  is  a  member  of  the 
choir.  He  teaches  Stewardship  and 
Lay  Speaking  throughout  the 
church  and  has  written  extensively 
on  both  subjects.  Mr.  Wendell  is  the 
associate  director  of  Lay  Speaking. 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  and  was 


Dr.  Tom  Matheny 


elected  secretary  of  the  newly 
formed  Men’s  Division.  In  March 
of  1989  he  was  elected  to  his  cur¬ 
rent  position  as  National  President 
for  a  two  year  term. 

Beginning  at  1 1  a.m.,  three  Bible 
discussion  sessions  are  planned  for 
Saturday,  covering  the  writings  of 
John  1,  John  II.  and  John  III.  A 
business  meeting,  including  the 
election  of  1990-91  officers,  is  set 
for  3:15  p.m.  The  Saturday  session 
will  close  with  a  memorial  service. 

During  Annual  Conference,  the 
UMM  will  hold  its  first  buffet  lun¬ 
cheon,  Wednesday,  June  6  at  12:30 
p.m.  at  the  Centenary  College  Cafa- 
teria. 

Guest  speaker  for  the  event  is  Dr. 
Tom  Matheny,  president  of  the  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  a  Conference  Lay 
Leader  for  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  for  17  years,  and  president  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  Con¬ 
ference.  In  addition.  Dr.  Matheny 
is  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  Cen¬ 
tenary.  as  well  as  a  distinguished 
leader  in  religious,  business,  and 
civic  activities. 


Notice 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Pensions  invites  the  following 
as  guests  to  the  Retirement  Luncheon  at  12:30  p.m.  Tuesday,  June  5, 
at  Noel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport: 

—  Surviving  spouses  of  deceased  ministers 

—  Retired  ministers  and  their  spouses,  including  those  to  retire  this 
year 


Lake  Charles  District  Superintendent 
Awarded  Prestigious  Honor 


Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith,  Lake 
Charles  District  Superintendent, 
was  informed  by  Bishop  Jude 
Speyrer  of  the  Catholic  Diocese  of 
Lake  Charles  that  Pope  John  Paul  II 
has  conferred  upon  him  the  Papal 
Medal  Benemerenti. 

It  was  stated  that  during  the  six 
years  that  Dr.  Smith  has  led  the 
Lake  Charles  District  he  has  done 
much  to  bring  together  Christians 
of  various  denominations  in  mov¬ 
ing  toward  a  greater  understanding 
for  each  other. 

The  formal  presentation  of  this 
honor  will  take  place  at  the  Honors 
Convocation  marking  the  Tenth 
Anniversary  of  the  Diocese  of  Lake 
Charles,  on  Sunday,  June  3,  1990  at 
2  p.m.  at  the  McNeese  State  Uni¬ 
versity  Auditorium  in  Lake  Charles. 


Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith 


2  Special  Report: 

reporter  Church  health-care  cost  crisis  —  Part  l 


Editorials  . 

A  crisis  we  cannot  duck 


Health-care  'skyrocket'  hits  church 

Conference  leaders  rank  this  as  top  issue  for  1990  sessions 


What  Causes  the  Church’s  Cost 
for  Health  Insurance  to  Rise? 


Your  premium  purchases 
health  insurance  coverage. 


Health 
Insurance 


You  use  health  services 
"covered  by  your  policy. 


Pay  to  the 
Order  of 


Your  insurance  company 
pays  for  your  health 
care  expense 


If  health  care  costs  exceed 
the  amount  of  your 
premium,  your  insurance 
company  raises  next  year's 
premium  to  recoup  the 
extra  money  it  paid 
for  your  health  care. 


UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  ILLUSTRATION 


How  should  we  respond,  individ¬ 
ually  and  corporately,  to  the  crisis 
created  in  many  parts  of  our  church 
by  skyrocketing  health  insurance 
costs? 

As  shown  by  the  special  in-depth 
report  on  the  crisis  in  this  issue  of 
the  Reporter,  that  question  defies 
simple,  easy  answers. 

Our  survey  of  annual  conferences 
across  the  United  States  reveals 
clearly  that  no  panacea  exists  for 
the  problem.  Its  scope  extends  far 
beyond  the  church  and  involves 
countless  interrelated  factors:  eco¬ 
nomics,  public  policy,  technology, 
complex  ethical  and  spiritual  issues, 
to  name  just  a  few. 

Equally  clear,  however,  is  a  sim¬ 
ple  fact:  the  soaring  cost  of  medical 
insurance  is  creating  a  crisis  that  we 
in  the  church — and  society  as  a 
whole — cannot  duck. 

On  an  institutional  level,  it  is 
threatening  the  future  of  annual 
conferences,  which  are  assigned  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  providing  health 
benefits  for  clergy. 

On  a  broader  level,  it  threatens  ac¬ 
cess  for  increasing  numbers  of  peo¬ 
ple,  in  the  church  and  outside  it,  to 
humane  levels  of  basic  medical  care. 

The  direct  impact  of  the  crisis  al¬ 
ready  is  apparent  in  a  number  of  an¬ 
nual  conferences  and  local  churches. 

In  some  case*.  th*-  between 


While  the  crisis  in  health  insur¬ 
ance  costs  appears  to  defy  a  quick, 
comprehensive  solution  (see  pre¬ 
ceding  editorial),  following  are 
some  concrete  ways  that  we  can  be¬ 
gin  to  deal  with  it  through  our  an¬ 
nual  conferences,  our  local 
churches,  and  as  individuals: 

■  Become  informed  about  the  cri¬ 
sis,  both  in  general  and  as  it  is  af¬ 
fecting  your  local  situation. 

The  special  report  in  this  issue  of 
the  Reporter  is  one  good  resource  for 
discussing  the  issue  in  yoiir  congrega¬ 
tion.  especially  for  those  charged  with 
making  budgetary  decisions. 

Also,  ask  persons  in  your  congre¬ 
gation  and  community  with  ties  to 
the  health  care  and  insurance  indus¬ 
tries  to  provide  their  perspectives 
on  the  problem. 

■  Use  as  many  "teaching  mo¬ 
ments"  as  possible — the  pulpit,  Sun¬ 
day  school  classes,  etc. — to  study  the 
issue  from  a  Christian  perspective. 

Address  such  questions  as:  How 
do  biblical  teachings  bear  upon  this 
issue?  What  does  our  Christian  heri¬ 
tage  teach  about  physical  health,  in¬ 
cluding  attitudes  toward  death,  and 
about  health  care? 

■  Don't  automatically  assume 
that  rising  insurance  costs  are  total¬ 
ly  beyond  our  capacity  to  pay. 

Obviously,  giving  more  to  our  lo¬ 
cal  church  won’t  solve  the  complex 
systemic  problems  associated  with 
paying  for  health  care  in  America. 
But  neither  is  reducing  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  mission  outreach,  commu¬ 
nity  ministries,  etc.  an  acceptable 
option  for  followers  of  Christ. 

From  one  perspective,  the  health 
care  crisis  would  not  exist  if  we 
were  more  generous  stewards  of 
God’s  gifts  to  us.  Challenge  yourself 
and  your  congregation  by  asking:  Is 
this  crisis  an  “invitation”  to  in¬ 
crease  my  level  of  giving  to  God’s 
work  through  the  church? 

■  Work  with  conference  leaders  to 
develop  acceptable  compromise  solu¬ 
tions  to  the  immediate  crisis. 

It’s  apparent  for  the  short  run,  at 
least,  that  church  leaders  are  going 


rising  insurance  costs  and  static  in¬ 
come  poses  a  cruel  choice  that  oth¬ 
ers  may  well  face  in  the  future: 

Reduce  benefits  for  pastors  and 
church  workers  in  order  to  continue 
existing  levels  of  funding  for  mis¬ 
sions?  Or  reduce  funding  for  con- 
nectional  outreach  in  order  to  help 
pastors  and  local  churches  afford 
adequate  health  care? 

However  agonizing  such  choices 
may  be,  and  however  unsolvable  the 
overall  problem  may  appear,  one 
tempting  “answer”  to  the  health  in¬ 
surance  crisis  is  not  an  option  for  us 
as  Christians:  to  do  nothing. 

As  followers  of  One  who  taught  and 
practiced  compassion  amid  life’s  most 
difficult  and  seemingly  impossible  cir¬ 
cumstances,  we  have  a  clear  mandate: 
to  confront  the  health  insurance  crisis 
as  a  serious  and  direct  threat  not  only 
to  the  mission  of  the  church  but  also 
to  the  well-being  of  our  total  society  . 

At  minimum,  we  must  recognize 
that  our  crisis,  whatever  form  it 
may  be  taking,  is  not  ours  alone  but 
part  of  a  much  larger  problem. 

Second,  it  will  involve  commit¬ 
ting  ourselves  to  work  cooperatively 
with  others  in  the  church,  in  the  pri¬ 
vate  sector,  and  in  the  public  sector 
to  define  the  crisis  and  its  causes, 
and  to  develop  creative  short-term 
and  long-term  solutions  to  it. 


to  have  to  “bite  the  bullet”  and  pro¬ 
pose  solutions  that  won’t  please  ev¬ 
eryone,  or  maybe  anyone.  Until 
permanent  solutions  can  be  devel¬ 
oped,  be  prepared  for  some  creative 
give-and-take,  including  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  your  local  church  may 
need  to  pay  a  larger  part  of  your 
pastor’s  insurance  premiums. 

■  Encourage  church  leaders  as 
they  assess  the  feasibility  of  a 
churchwide  health  insurance  plan. 

The  adoption  of  such  a  plan 
would  be  admittedly  stop-gap.  But 
it  might  help  to  spread  the  impact 
of  rising  medical  costs  and  health 
insurance  costs  more  fairly  across 
the  church.  It  also  might  dramatize 
the  need  for  major,  national  inter¬ 
vention  in  the  health  care  crisis. 

■  Advocate  for  federal  interven¬ 
tion  in  the  medical  cost  crisis  via  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  comprehensive  public 
health  care  policy. 

We  should  not  permit  this  possi¬ 
bility  to  be  dismissed  with  scare 
words  like  “socialized  medicine.” 
The  need  is  not  for  nationalization 
of  the  health  care  industry,  but  for 
development  of  a  policy  that  takes 
the  health  care  needs  and  resources 
of  all  citizens  into  account. 

Such  a  policy  should  provide  for 
basic  medical  care  for  every  citizen. 
A  politically  and  morally  acceptable 
policy  would  need  to  provide  for  a 
"mixed”  system  of  distributing 
health  care  that  includes  both  free 
market  and  public  welfare  ele¬ 
ments. 

■  Call  upon  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Council  of  Bishops  to  consider 
addressing  this  problem  through  a 
pastoral  letter  as  part  of  their  teach¬ 
ing  responsibility. 

A  thoughtful  public  pronounce¬ 
ment  on  health  care  comparable  to 
the  bishops’  1986  pastoral  letter  op¬ 
posing  nuclear  weapons  would  send 
a  clear  message  to  our  church  and 
our  nation:  We,  as  Christians,  are 
determined  to  find  more  just  and 
economical  ways  to  meet  basic 
health  care  needs  for  all. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
and  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editors 

Skyrocketing  increases  in  health 
care  costs  over  the  past  three  years 
have  pushed  one  after  another  of 
United  Methodism’s  regional  annu¬ 
al  conferences  into  budgetary  crises. 

Health-insurance  costs  are  ranked 
as  this  year’s  top  issue  by  United 
Methodist  regional  and  national  fi¬ 
nance  and  pensions  officials  sur¬ 
veyed  by  the  Reporter  in  50  of  the 
church’s  72  annual  conferences  in 
the  United  States. 

The  issue  is  enormously  complex. 
Following  is  a  simplified  summary: 

■  Local-church  contributions 
fund  the  annual  conference,  which 
is  defined  by  church  law  as  the  ba¬ 
sic  unit  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  annual  conference  is 
responsible  for  managing  the  em¬ 
ployment  benefits — such  as  health 
insurance — for  clergy  members  and 
some  lay  church  workers. 

■  Overall,  The  United  Methodist 
Church  continues  to  lose  more 
members  than  it  gains,  while  the  av¬ 
erage  age  of  its  continuing  members 
is  increasing. 

■  Meanwhile,  health-insurance 
costs  for  the  church  continue  to  rise 
dramatically — for  example,  by  an 
average  of  25  percent  compounded 
annually  from  1987  through  1990. 
The  climb  is  fueled  by  rapidly  in¬ 
creasing  health  care  costs. 

■  Those  increasing  costs  result  in 
equally  dramatic  increases  in  the  in¬ 
surance  claims  filed  by  pastors  and 
their  families.  Next  year’s  health  in¬ 
surance  rates  are  determined  in 
large  part  by  the  amount  of  this 
year's  claims.  Treatment  for  cata¬ 
strophic  illnesses,  such  as  cancer, 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

“There  are  no  free  lunches,  and 
it’s  going  to  be  very  difficult  to 
show  substantial  savings”  even  by 
developing  a  comprehensive  new 
health-care  insurance  plan  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  said 
Robert  W.  Stevens  of  Seattle,  Wash. 

Those  are  among  early  findings  of 
a  churchwide  task  force  studying 
the  crisis  in  health-insurance  costs. 

Mr.  Stevens  said  that  in  terms  of 
the  money  annual  conferences  and 
local  churches  pay  for  health  care, 
“We  have  found  no  large  holes  that 
can  be  plugged”  to  slow  the  outflow 
of  money  for  insurance  premiums. 

It  is  a  general  problem,  he  said. 

“Nobody’s  figured  out  a  way  to 
solve  it — not  GM,  not  IBM,  not  the 
church,”  he  said.  “It’s  not  a  phe¬ 
nomenon  of  just  the  church;  it’s  all 
across  our  society.” 

Task  force  to  study  issue 

The  General  Board  of  Pensions 
created  the  22-member  task  force  in 
September  1989  to  study  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  a  denominationwide 
health-care  program.  The  move 
came  because  of  the  soaring  costs  of 
administering  individual  programs 
in  the  72  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  in  the  United  States. 

The  task  force  intends  to  submit 
recommendations  through  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Pensions  to  the  1992 
General  Conference,  the  next  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  church’s  top  policy-mak¬ 
ing  body. 

Mr.  Stevens,  who  chairs  the  task 
force,  is  treasurer  of  the  Pacific 
Northwest  Annual  Conference  and 
vice  chair  of  the  pension  board. 


can  run  as  high  as  the  typical  maxi¬ 
mum  coverage  of  SI  million.  The 
number  of  such  claims  appears  to 
be  growing,  thereby  assuring  in¬ 
creased  premium  costs  far  greater 
than  the  general  rate  of  inflation. 

■  Faced  with  dramatic,  com¬ 
pounded  increases  in  health  care 
costs  when  income  is  relatively  stat¬ 
ic,  annual  conferences  are  being 
forced  to  make  tough  budgetary  de¬ 
cisions.  Discontinuing  group  health 
insurance  for  pastors  and  other 
church  professionals  seems  un¬ 
thinkable.  So  conferences  typically 
are  looking  for  ways  to  shift  the 
costs  or  to  reduce  other  conference 
expenditures. 

In  the  past,  group  health  care 
costs  for  pastors  and  other  full-time 
church  workers  typically  have  been 
paid  through  the  annual  conference. 

Shifting  the  cost  directly  to  local 
congregations  is  one  way  annual 
conferences  are  trying  to  cope  with 
the  soaring  costs. 

Shifting  the  cost  to  individuals  is 
another. 

Not  much  flexibility 

“We’ve  not  done  a  conference- 
by-conference  analysis,  but  in  most 
annual  conference  budgets  there  is 
relatively  little  flexibility,”  said  the 
Rev.  Clifford  S.  Droke,  chief  finan¬ 
cial  officer  for  the  denomination. 

“Local  churches  can  deal  with 
only  so  much  of  an  increase,”  he 
said,  underscoring  that  virtually  all 
church  funds  come  from  persons  in 
local-church  pews.  “Most  local- 
church  costs  are  relatively  fixed.” 

According  to  Reporter  research 
among  50  of  United  Methodism's  72 
annual  conferences  in  the  United 
States,  conferences  are  paying  at  least 
$100  million  this  year  for  health  in- 


Mr.  Stevens  said  it  is  possible  the 
task  force  could  suggest  that  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  as  part 
of  its  overall  program,  call  for  a  se¬ 
rious  look  at  some  form  of  national 
health  care  for  the  general  public. 

"That's  not  a  great  solution,”  he 
said,  "because  there  are  various  prob¬ 
lems — such  as  how  to  fund  it  and  how 
to  provide  the  medical  services — asso¬ 
ciated  with  such  a  plan.  But,  even 
business  and  industry  are  beginning  to 
talk  about  it  as  an  option.” 

Mr.  Stevens  said  reforming 
health-care  methods  within  the 
church  would  be  complicated. 

A  multitude  of  health  plans 

“We’ve  got  72  annual  confer¬ 
ences  that  have  arranged  for  health¬ 
care  coverage”  in  very  different 
ways  from  each  other,  he  said. 
Those  health  plans  range  from  fully 
self-insured  to  wholly  other-insured 
and  range  in  coverage  from  “mini¬ 
mal  at  best  to  very  fine  indeed,” 
Mr.  Stevens  said. 

He  said  a  reason  to  look  at  a  den¬ 
ominationwide  health-care  plan  is 
to  provide  a  uniformity  of  coverage, 
to  remove  the  need  to  change  insur¬ 
ance  companies  or  carriers  when  a 
clergyperson  or  church  employee 
moves  across  conference  bound¬ 
aries  and  to  provide  the  coverage  at 
the  lowest  possible  cost  for  the  larg¬ 
est  number  of  people. 

“If  your  conference  is  ’healthy,’ 
with  good  luck,  then  you  don’t  un¬ 
derstand  what  the  problem  is,”  Mr. 
Stevens  said.  “If  your  conference 
has  been  unlucky,  with  extremely 
high  claims,  with  extremely  high 
coverage  costs  to  cover  those  claims, 
then  you  are  very  eager  to  find 
somebody  to  share  those  costs.” 


surance  for  clergy  members,  lay  pro¬ 
fessionals  and  their  families. 

By  comparison,  that  amount: 

/Roughly  equals  the  $101  mil¬ 
lion  local  churches  across  the  entire 
denomination  are  being  asked  to 
contribute  during  1990  for  world¬ 
wide  mission  outreach. 

/  Is  roughly  twice  the  $51.6  mil¬ 
lion  being  sought  during  1990  for 
the  World  Service  Fund,  the  prima¬ 
ry  income  source  for  denomination¬ 
wide  boards  and  agencies. 

Among  ways  that  annual  confer¬ 
ences  are  scrambling  to  cover  their 
rising  health  care  insurance  costs  are: 

•  Change  insurance  carriers  to 
gain  a  better  rate.  Some  conferences 
have  opted  for  self-insurance;  oth¬ 
ers  join  the  health-insurance  pro¬ 
gram  administered  by  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Pensions. 

•  Combine  cost-containment  mea¬ 
sures  with  reduced  benefits.  These 
involve  such  things  as  securing  sec¬ 
ond  opinions  on  surgery,  joining  a 
health-maintenance  organization  or 
raising  the  personal  deductible  (the 
amount  an  individual  must  pay  for 
health  care  before  the  insurance  be¬ 
gins  to  pay). 

•  Hold  the  line  or  cut  back  on  oth¬ 
er  areas  of  the  conference  budget. 

These  strictures  often  involve  shift¬ 
ing  money  from  conference-level 
ministries,  such  as  camps,  world 
mission  outreach,  social  action  out¬ 
reach  and  communications  to  pay 
for  health  insurance. 

•  Redistribute  all  or  part  of  the 
cost  elsewhere.  This  last  measure  is 
likely  to  affect  local  congregations 
and  individuals: 

■  Local  congregations  are  asked 
to  assume  a  greater  portion  of  the 
cost  or  are  billed  directly  for  the  to¬ 
tal  cost  of  their  pastors’  and  lay 


church  workers'  health  insurance. 

■  Clergy  members  and  lay  church 
professionals  are  required  to  pay  in¬ 
creased  premiums  or,  on  a  confer¬ 
encewide  basis,  are  assessed  a  part 
of  their  salaries  to  cover  claims. 

■  Retired  clergy  members,  whose 
health-care  insurance  typically  is 
paid  by  their  annual  conferences, 
are  assessed  for  a  portion  of  their 
premium  costs. 

While  makeshift  solutions  are  be¬ 
ing  sought  in  a  crisis  atmosphere, 
the  nature  and  magnitude  is  such  . 
that  no  single,  long-term  solution 
appears  immediately  available. 

The  church’s  health-insurance 
cost  crisis  is  not  occurring  in  a  vac¬ 
uum.  Rather  it  reflects  a  larger  . 
medical-cost  crisis  that  has  devel-  : 
oped  in  the  United  States  for  at 
least  a  decade,  according  to  insur¬ 
ance  industry  experts.  But  that  na¬ 
tionwide  crisis  has  accelerated  over 
the  past  three  years. 

Caught  in  economic  spiral 

Industry  observers  note  that  the 
church,  like  other  employers  na¬ 
tionwide,  is  caught  in  a  kind  of  eco¬ 
nomic  spiral  in  which  no  response 
works  well  for  long. 

Experts  say  church  officials  who 
deal  daily  with  the  crisis  are  han¬ 
dling  it  at  least  as  well  as — and  in 
some  cases,  better  than — their 
counterparts  in  the  private  sector. 

The  church  as  a  whole  won’t  ad¬ 
dress  the  health-insurance  issue  un¬ 
til  the  1992  General  Conference  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  At  that  session  the 
General  Conference — the  church’s 
highest  legislative  body — is  to  hear 
a  report  from  a  General  Board  of 
Pensions  task  force  studying  the 
possibility  of  instituting  a  single, 
denominationwide  insurance  plan 
(see  related  story  on  Page  3). 
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Concrete  ways  to  respond 


difficult  decisions.  Among  them  are  such  ethical  dilemmas  as 
whether  costly  high-tech  care,  like  that  given  to  this  premature 
baby,  is  the  most  appropriate  Christian  response. 

'No  plugs  found'  for 
huge  outflow  of  money 
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'Crippling'  cutbacks  in  programs  face  one  regional  UM  'microcosm' 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Could  the  continuing  rise  in 
health  insurance  cost  “wipe  out" 
The  United  Methodist  Church? 

The  experience  of  one  annual 
conference — North  Central  New 
York — suggests  that  those  costs  po¬ 
tentially  can  cripple,  if  not  kill,  the 
church’s  connectional  mission  and 
ministries. 

“If  we  don’t  do  something  this 
year,  we’re  down  the  tube,  program- 
wise,  by  1995,”  said  the  Rev. 
William  H.  Stubba,  pensions  chair¬ 
man  for  the  annual  conference,  one 
of  the  church’s  72  regional  units 
within  the  United  States. 

“We  project  that  by  that  year, 
health  insurance  will  cost  $3  mil¬ 
lion  of  our  $4  million  annual  bud¬ 
get.  We  can’t  run  the  conference  on 


onlySl  million.” 

The  Rev.  Harold  W.  Garman 
agrees.  He’s  the  conference  finance 
chairman  and  pastor  of  University 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Syra¬ 
cuse,  N.Y. 

Four-fold  increase  projected 

"[If  we  divide  the  total  health  in¬ 
surance  cost  by  the  number  of 
churches]  this  year,  the  average  lo¬ 
cal-church  cost  for  health  insurance 
in  our  conference  will  be  $2,700," 
Dr.  Garman  said. 

“According  to  our  projections,  by 
1995  the  average  local-church  share 
would  be  $  1 0,000  annually. 

“If  this  continues  across  the  de¬ 
nomination  at  a  similar  rate,  it  will 
wipe  out  The  United  Methodist 
Church!" 

In  many  ways,  the  North  Central 
New  York  Annual  Conference  is 


The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
microcosm: 

■  It’s  steadily  losing  members. 

■  Most  of  its  congregations  are 
small,  with  memberships  of  less 
than  100  people. 

■  Its  members  are  “graying," 
with  most  older  than  55. 

■  Like  the  church’s  general  trea¬ 
sury,  it  typically  receives,  at  the 
most,  5  percent  more  income  each 
year  than  it  did  the  previous  year. 
And  its  leaders  see  no  hope  of  sig¬ 
nificantly  increasing  that  amount. 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Pollard,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  conference  council  on 
ministries,  said  the  problem  explod¬ 
ed  in  1987.  That,  coincidentally, 
was  when  the  Northern  New  York 
and  Central  New  York  conferences 
merged  to  form  the  North  Central 
New  York  Conference. 


North  Central  New  York  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 

Health  Insurance  Costs  Rise  Rapidly; 
Conference  Total  Income  Inches  Up 
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This  projection  by  the  North  Central  New  York  Annual  Conference  assumes  a  5  percent  yearly  in¬ 
crease  in  total  income,  based  upon  its  prior  experience.  The  growth  of  health  insurance  costs  assumes 
an  average  25  percent  yearly  increase,  based  on  the  conference’s  health  insurance  claims  and  expected 
hikes  in  medical  costs. 

The  need  for  conferences  to  pay  constantly  rising  health  insurance  premiums  while  receiving  limited 
increases  in  income  reduces  funds  available  for  other  parts  of  the  conference  budget.  According  to  a 
conference  finance  report,  $746,580  is  needed  to  pay  for  conference  staff,  district  programs,  mission 
projects  and  campus  ministries,  but  1991  income  is  projected  at  $400,000.  Proposed  cutbacks  for 
1991  include  eliminating  one  district  and  reducing  funds  for  campus  ministries,  discipleship,  steward¬ 
ship,  evangelism  and  church  growth  and  community  ministries  like  child  care  centers  and  homeless 
shelters. 
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Spread-the-cost-evenly  approach 
proves  valuable  to  one  conference 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

The  Southern  New  England  An¬ 
nual  Conference  took  a  “connec¬ 
tional”  approach  to  health 
insurance  recently  when  it  discov¬ 
ered  that  costs  were  getting  in  the 
way  of  clergy  appointments. 

Sandra  L.  Kelley,  director  of  ad¬ 
ministrative  services,  said  the  con¬ 
ference  discovered  that  some 
congregations  were  requesting  sin¬ 
gle,  rather  than  married,  pastors  to 
avoid  paying  higher  health-insur¬ 
ance  premiums  for  family  coverage. 

Coupled  with  that,  Ms.  Kelley 
said,  was  the  announced  increase  in 
premium  costs  for  the  fourth  con- 
Blue  Cross/Blue 
trence  insurance 

f  a  church  is  to  be 
to  Jesus  Christ,” 
with  ministerial  leadership  suited  to 
helping  a  particular  congregation 
give  that  witness,  said  Ms.  Kelley. 

“This  conference  decided  to  try 
to  eliminate  one  roadblock  to  that 
witness.  We  see  it  as  important  to  use 
the  connectionalism  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism  to  spread  the  cost  of  health 
care  evenly  across  the  conference." 

At  a  special  session  this  past  win¬ 
ter,  the  Southern  New  England  con¬ 
ference  decided  to: 

■  Bill  each  local  charge  in  the 
conference — no  matter  what  its 
membership  or  whether  its  pastor  is 
single  or  married  with  dependents — 
the  same  amount  for  health  insur¬ 
ance:  $4,235  per  pastor.  Last  year,  the 
premium  for  a  single  pastor  was 
$2,390.  A  family  plan  cost  $5,477. 

■  Have  the  conference  pay  the 


secutive  arear  by 
Shicl^Me  coni' 

j«P^Fpurpose  c 
a  visible  witness 


health-insurance  premiums  directly 
from  the  collected  funds  rather  than 
have  congregations  pay  them  indi¬ 
vidually. 

■  Freeze  the  annual  conference 
budget.  That  action  holds  the 
amount  of  funds  apportioned  for 
connectional  programs  from  each 
congregation  at  this  year’s  level. 

■  Require  that  all  active  clergy 
members  participate  in  the  health- 
insurance  plan  in  order  to  qualify 
for  benefits  when  they  retire.  (This 
measure  came  about  after  the  con¬ 


ference  found  that  some  clergy 
members  were  covered  under  their 
spouses’  insurance  plans  until  re¬ 
tirement,  when  they  received  free 
health  insurance  as  a  retirement 
benefit.) 

■  Recommend  no  salary  in¬ 
creases  for  conference  administra¬ 
tors,  no  increase  in  the  pensions 
budget,  level  or  decreased  amounts 
for  many  budget  items,  and  in¬ 
creases  only  for  programs  previous¬ 
ly  approved  by  the  annual 
conference. 


Not  even  good  health 
can  forestall  cost  rises 


Even  an  annual  conference  with 
members  in  generally  good  health  is 
vulnerable  to  the  vicissitudes  of  es¬ 
calating  health  insurance  costs  these 
days. 

The  Minnesota  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  is  at  the  opposite  end  of  the 
medical-insurance  cost  spectrum 
from  the  North  Central  New  York 
Conference  (see  related  story  on 
this  page). 

The  Minnesota  conference  didn't 
have  a  rate  increase  in  1989  or 
1990,  said  L.  Kim  Doverspike,  con¬ 
ference  treasurer. 

The  conference’s  good  experience 
with  its  insurance  is  based  on  the 
exceptional  health  of  its  clergy 
members  and  their  families,  he 
said. 

“We’ve  had  claims  running  only 
about  80  percent  of  premium  [pay¬ 
ments],"  Mr.  Doverspike  said. 

The  Minnesota  treasurer  said  he 
had  expected  a  1991  rate  increase 


solely  because  medical  costs  every¬ 
where  have  gone  up.  He  budgeted 
for  10  percent. 

But  the  rate  increase  the  Minne¬ 
sota  conference  received  this  month 
from  its  insurance  carrier,  Minis¬ 
ters'  Life,  turned  out  to  be  15  per¬ 
cent  because  of  increased  medical 
costs. 

"Fortunately,  we  had  planned  on 
a  10  percent  increase  last  year  that 
didn’t  occur,  so  we  have  reserves  to 
cover  it,"  Mr.  Doverspike  said. 
“But  it's  really  kind  of  defeating 
that  even  our  good  health  doesn’t 
protect  us  from  a  rate  increase.” 

He  said  that  local  congregations 
in  Minnesota  pay  75  percent  of  the 
premium.  The  conference  pays  25 
percent. 

Annual  premiuhts  (1990  rate) 
cost  about  $2,955  for  family  cover¬ 
age  and  $1,357  for  individual  cov¬ 
erage. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


The  newly  merged  conference 
had  a  70  percent  cost  increase  that 
year  in  its  health-care  insurance 
plan  administered  by  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions,  based  on  medical-cost  in¬ 
creases  and  claims  experience. 

That  increase  amounted  to 
$700,000.  The  newly  merged  con¬ 
ference  covered  part  of  that  in¬ 
crease  by  using  $400,000  from  a 
reserve  fund  set  aside  for  ministeri¬ 
al  pensions. 

Five  big  claims  hurt 

Mr.  Stubba  said  the  insurance 
problem  was  compounded  in  1988 
when  five  medical  claims  exceeded 
$100,000  each.  As  a  result,  health 
insurance  costs  rose  another  30  per¬ 
cent  in  1989. 

For  1991,  the  conference,  based 
on  its  claims  experience  and  on 
medical  industry  trends,  expects  an¬ 
other  30  percent  increase  in  its 
health-care  insurance  premiums. 

In  partial  response  to  the  crisis, 
the  task  force  proposes  holding  the 
conference  budget  to  its  1990  level 
for  1991. 

Mr.  Stubba  said  that  capping  the 
conference  budget  is  expected  to 
have  a  “whopping  impact”  on  the 
conference’s  program. 

“We're  already  short  of  funds  be¬ 
cause  churches  in  our  conference 
have  typically  been  paying  appor¬ 
tionments  for  conference  adminis¬ 


tration  at  62  to  70  percent,”  he 
added. 

The  conference’s  financial  projec¬ 
tions  are  based  on  an  anticipated  5 
percent  annual  increase  in  income. 
That  amount  is  half  a  percent  high¬ 
er  than  the  4'A  percent  being  used 
by  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  to  project  total 
church  income  for  each  of  the  next 
two  years. 

Several  cutbacks  proposed 

Proposed  cutbacks  for  1991  in¬ 
clude  eliminating  one  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  seven  districts  and  limiting 
funds  for  such  programs  as  campus 
ministries,  conference  camps,  com¬ 
munications  and  community  minis¬ 
tries  such  as  child  care  centers,  soup 
kitchens  and  homeless  shelters. 

The  North  Central  New  York 
special  task  force  on  medical  insur¬ 
ance  also  is  proposing  the  following 
changes  in  the  way  the  conference 
pays  for  its  insurance: 

✓  Health-care  cost  payment  will 
shift  from  the  annual  conference  to 
local  congregations.  The  task  force 
recommends  a  four-year  plan.  Con¬ 
gregations  are  to  pay  75  percent  of 
the  cost  in  1991,  up  10  percent 
from  their  current  65  percent  share. 
That  increases  to  100  percent  by 
1994.  The  conference  is  to  continue 
paying  for  health-care  benefits  for 
its  employees  and  for  retired  clergy 
members.  During  the  transition,  the 


conference  budget  is  to  be  frozen  at 
its  1990  level  of  about  $4  million. 

7  A  premium  equal  to  1  percent 
of  annual  salary  will  be  taken  from 
all  clergy  members  and  conference 
employees,  whether  or  not  they  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  plan,  to  help  cover 
catastrophic  claims. 

/  A  fund  drive  is  planned  to  en¬ 
dow  costs  of  retired  clergy  mem¬ 
bers’  health-care  insurance  fully  by 
1995. 

Mr.  Stubba  said  that,  aside  from 
its  proposals  for  action  this  year, 
the  North  Central  New  York  con¬ 
ference  is  looking  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion  for  relief. 

“We're  hoping  that  the  general 
church  will  move  quickly  to  a  deno¬ 
minationwide  plan  that’s  manda¬ 
tory  after  its  receives  the  General 
Pensions  Board  insurance  study  in 
1 992;”  he  said  (see  related  story  on 
page  2).  “Either  we’re  connectional 
and  we  share  the  burden  together, 
or  we’re  not  connectional  at  all.” 

The  North  Central  New  York 
conference  task  force  report  on 
medical  insurance  also  sums  up 
what  its  members  believe  to  be  the 
ultimate  solution  to  the  crisis: 

"Major  change  in  national  health 
policy  is  the  only  alternative  to  the 
current  rising  health  cost  dilemma 
shared  by  everyone.  We  ask  the 
conference  to  communicate  their 
concern  and  its  impact  to  our  state 
and  federal  representatives.” 


Expert  says  massive  national  effort 
is  needed  to  resolve  cost  crisis 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

Can  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  health  insurance  crisis  be 
resolved? 

United  Methodist  layman  and  in¬ 
surance  executive  Robert  B.  Sun¬ 
derland  told  the  Reporter  that  he 
believes  it  will  take  a  massive  na¬ 
tionwide  effort  to  resolve  the  health 
care  cost  crisis,  of  which  the 
church’s  dilemma  is  but  one 
example. 

Mr.  Sunderland  is  chairman  ana 
chief  executive  of  American  Casual¬ 
ty  Life  Insurance  Co.  in  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  Texas. 

“Over  the  last  three  years,  health 
insurance  costs  have  risen  20  to  25 
percent  annually,  according  to  the 
Health  Insurance  Association  of 
America,”  said  Mr.  Sunderland. 
“Health  insurance  has  reached  the 
stage  where  it’s  unaffordable.” 

“We’ve  come  to  regard  health 
care  as  an  entitlement  in  this  coun¬ 
try,”  he  continued. 

“With  that  kind  of  mindset,  we 
can’t  expect  free  enterprise  to  finance 
an  entitlement.  That’s  like  telling 
General  Motors  and  Ford  they  have 
to  provide  free  cars  because  everyone 
deserves  transportation.” 

Mr.  Sunderland  attributes  the 
cost  crisis  to  three  major  factors: 

•  Advanced  high-technology  medi¬ 
cine.  “Every  hospital  thinks  it  has 
to  have  million-dollar  body  scan¬ 
ners.  The  cost  of  such  high-tech 
equipment  is  passed  along  to  pa¬ 
tients.  It’s  possible  now  to  incur 
heavy  medical  costs  for  relatively 
routine  procedures  such  as  an  ap¬ 
pendectomy.”  This,  in  turn,  drives 
up  the  cost  of  health  insurance  pre¬ 
miums. 

•  Medical  malpractice  insurance. 

“We’ve  turned  our  court  system 
into  a  big  lottery  game.  If  a  jury  per¬ 
ceives  that  someone  has  been  dam¬ 
aged  medically,  they  hand  out 
enormous  judgments — $5  million, 
$10  million,  even  $40  million — that 
go  beyond  all  reason.  A  major  por¬ 
tion  of  our  hospital  and  doctor  bills 
go  to  cover  the  cost  of  their  medical 
malpractice  insurance.” 

•  Keeping  alive  the  very  young  and 
the  very  old.  High-tech  medicine 
can  now  keep  alive  premature  in¬ 
fants  and  very  elderly  people  who 
previously  would  have  died  sooner. 

Most  major  health  insurance  pol¬ 
icies  these  days  have  an  expense 
limit  of$l  million.  Expenses  can  be 
incurred  until  the  insurance  limit  is 
exhausted. 

“People  will  have  someone  cared 
for  until  the  million  dollars  runs 
out,  and  then  care  stops,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  dies,”  Mr.  Sunderland  said. 

Crisis  'mind-boggling' 

“The  only  real  resolution  is  to 
find  a  way  to  bring  a  control  factor 
into  the  [health  care]  market,”  said 
Mr.  Sunderland.  “In  some  ways,  it’s 
heresy  in  private  enterprise  to  bring 
in  the  government,  but  I  don’t  see 
any  other  way.” 


'Health  insurance  has 
reached  the  stage  where 
it's  unaffordable / 

— Robert  B.  Sunderland 


Mr.  Sunderland  said  he  believes 
the  “mind-boggling,  very  complex" 
crisis  in  health  care  costs  might  be 
resolved  if  the  federal  government: 

•  Assumed  responsibility  for  pay¬ 
ing  for  medical  care  for  the  poor 
and  the  medically  uninsurable,  such 
as  those  who  have  cancer  or  other 
catastrophic  illnesses. 

•  Set  guidelines  on  what’s  neces¬ 
sary  to  provide  medical  care,  such 
as  limiting  the  number  of  hospitals 
or  the  kinds  of  equipment  used,  es¬ 
pecially  expensive  high-technology 
equipment. 

•  Offered  tax  incentives  to 
health-care  providers  that  work  to 
keep  rates  low  and  tax  penalties  for 
those  that  set  rates  too  high. 

•  Decided  how  much  expensive 
medical  care  will  be  administered 
to  premature  infants  and  to  the  very 
old. 

“Only  the  federal  government  is 
strong  enough  to  cut  across  all  these 
areas  with  some  equality  of  mecha¬ 
nism,"  Mr.  Sunderland  said. 

As  far  as  the  church’s  crisis  is 
concerned,  Mr.  Sunderland  said 
that  one  alternative,  a  denomina¬ 
tionwide  health  insurance  plan, 
could  help  the  church  hold  down 
medical  costs — IF  the  plan  were 
carefully  administered  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  its  large  numbers  and  IF 
it  allowed  flexibility  to  deal  with  lo¬ 
cal  providers. 

Stop-gaps  can't  go  on 

Among  the  temporary  responses 
to  the  church’s  crisis,  the  one  stop¬ 
gap  measure  that  Mr.  Sunderland 


thinks  can’t  continue  for  long  is  the 
practice  of  shifting  the  cost  of 
health  insurance  to  clergy  and  lay 
church  professionals. 

So  far,  clergy  and  church  workers 
have  sustained  additional  cost 
from: 

/  Higher  insurance  premiums; 

7  Reduced  benefits,  including 
such  things  as  higher  deductibles, 
meaning  that  those  insured  must 
pay  more  out-of-pocket  expense  be¬ 
fore  insurance  will  cover  costs; 

/  Salary  assessments,  typically  1 
to  3  percent,  to  pay  for  health  insur¬ 
ance. 

“Typically,  pastors  and  church 
workers  have  salaries  in  the  middle 
to  lower-middle  economic  range,” 
Mr.  Sunderland  said.  “Shifting  the 
burden  to  these  people  forces  them 
to  use  a  greater  percentage  of  their 
limited  disposable  income  for 
health  insurance. 

“If  left  unresolved,  continually 
rising  costs  could  create  a  situation 
where  our  pastors  and  church  work¬ 
ers  have  much  reduced  coverage,  or 
no  coverage  at  all." 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


and 

DR.  JAMES  B.BUSKIRK 
SENIOR  PASTOR 


Announce  the  offering  of  courses  leading 
to  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
through 

ASBURY  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
Wilmorc,  Kentucky 

Initial  classes  will  begin 
Winter  1991 

Contact:  Dr.  James  A.  He  welt 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
1115  South  Boulder 
Tulsa,  OK  74119 
(918)  587-9481 


Cokesbury  Seminars  Offers  the  Following 
Continuing  Education  Opportunities: 


Disciple 


Becoming  Disciples 
Through  Bible  Study 

Disciple  is  a  dynamic  approach  to  Bible  study. 
During  the  course  of  34  weeks.  Disciple  study 
groups  move  through  the  Scriptures  from  Gene¬ 
sis  to  Revelation .  Each  week  a  major  theme  helps 
the  group  grow  in  understanding  the  Bible. 
Through  the  sharing  of  theological  views,  from 
group  discussions,  and  by  using  video  presenta¬ 
tions.  the  12-member  group  will  be  inspired  and 
transformed  into  better  Christian  disciples. 


1990  Disciple 

Training  Seminar  Schedule 


June  19-21 .  1990 

June  28-30.  1990 
July  5-7.  1990 
July  12-14.  1990 
July  17-19,  1990 
July  24-26.  1990 

Sept.  4-6.  1990 


Orlando,  FL 
Annapolis.  MD 

Dallas.  TX 
Atlanta,  GA 
Charlotte.  NC 
Detroit,  MI 
Kansas  City.  KS 

Denver,  CO 


Pastors  and  laypersons  who  have  the  support  of 
their  administrative  board  of  council  for  this 
important  but  demanding  dedication  of  time 
may  attend  a  Disciple  national  training  seminar. 

They  will  be  guided  in  the  effective  use  ol  Disciple 
in  their  local  congregation  and  will  earn  1.0 
C.E.U. 

P-502-UMR 


To  register  or  for  more  information 
on  these  opportunities,  call  or  write: 
Cokesbur>  Seminars*  P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202 
(800)  672-1789 
(West  of  the  Rockies, 
call  800/251-8591.) 
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EFFECTS  SHOWN:  Effects  of  toppled 
Communist  regimes  in  Eastern  Europe  and  the 
prison  release  of  Nelson  Mandela  were  reflected 
in  requests  for  support  through  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Advance  Fund  for  1991-92.  The  20-mem- 
ber  Advance  Committee,  headed  by  Bishop 
Judith  Craig  of  Detroit,  recently  approved  ask¬ 
ings  for  41  projects  for  Eastern  Europe  totaling 
more  than  $2.6  million  dollars.  The  Advance, 
often  described  as  the  “second-mile”  program 
of  designated  giving  in  the  denomination,  is  an 
endorsement  of  proposed  fund-raising  pro¬ 
grams  or  projects. 

BASE  CLOSINGS  URGED:  Closing 

U.S.  military  bases  in  the  Philippines  would  be 
in  the  best  interests  of  that  country  and  the 
United  States,  according  to  speakers  at  a  May 
14  Washington  news  conference  sponsored  by 
the  Church  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  in  the 
Philippines.  “Our  presence  there  probably  stim¬ 
ulates  insurgency,"  said  retired  Rear  Admiral 
Gene  R.  La  Rocque,  referring  to  news  accounts 
of  the  slaying  of  two  U.S.  servicemen  May  1 3. 

NCC  ACTIONS:  In  addition  to  oppos¬ 
ing  a  national  celebration  of  Christopher  Co¬ 
lumbus’  landing  in  America  (see  related  story 
on  this  page),  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
completed  a  yearlong  process  of  restructuring. 
That  change  was  symbolized  by  reconstituting  a 
General  Board  after  1 8  years  of  identity  as  the 
body’s  Governing  Board.  The  board  also  cele¬ 
brated  the  coming  release  this  summer  of  a  new 
translation  of  the  Bible,  the  New  Revised 
Standard  Version,  under  auspices  of  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  Division  of  Education  and  Ministry. 

SCOUT  OATH  CHALLENGED: 

The  Boy  Scouts’  requirement  that  members 
take  an  oath  “to  do  my  duty  to  God  and  my 
country”  is  being  challenged  in  federal  court  in 
Chicago  by  an  agnostic  and  an  atheist.  The  law¬ 
suit  by  agnostic  Elliott  Welsh  of  Hindsdale,  Ill., 
and  Robert  L.  Sherman  of  Buffalo  Grove,  111., 
national  spokesman  for  American  Atheists  Inc., 
charges  that  the  Scouts’  religious  requirement 
violates  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act.  The  Scouts 
say  their  units  function  like  private  clubs,  which 
are  excluded  from  the  provision  of  the  act  that 
bans  religious  discrimination  in  public  accom¬ 
modations. 

EXECUTIVE  NAMED:  The  Rev.  Peter 
Y.K.  Sun,  a  pastor  from  Potomac,  Md.,  has 
been  named  executive  director  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Asian  American  United  Method¬ 
ists  by  the  federation's  board  of  directors.  Dr. 
Sun,  56,  will  assume  the  post  July  1,  succeeding 
the  Rev.  Naomi  Southard  of  San  Francisco. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


South  African  bishop  calls  for  reconciliation 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Black  South  Africans  are  expe¬ 
riencing  real  hope  for  the  first 
time  that  a  “new  South  Africa” 
soon  will  emerge,  says  a  visiting 
church  leader. 

And  the  chief  role  of  the 
church  in  that  new  situation 
must  be  to  work  for  justice  and 
reconciliation,”  said  the  Rev.  M. 
Stanley  Mogoba,  Presiding  Bish- 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

PITTSBURGH — The  nation’s 
largest  ecumenical  body  has 
called  for  U.S.  Christians  to  re¬ 
frain  from  celebrating  the  500th 
anniversary  in  1992  of  Christo¬ 
pher  Columbus’s  arrival  in  the 
New  World. 

“What  represented  newness  of 
freedom,  hope  and  opportunity  for 
some  was  the  occasion  for  oppres¬ 
sion,  degradation  and  genocide  for 
others,”  said  a  resolution  adopted 
by  delegates  to  the  May  16-18 
meeting  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  General  Board. 


op  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa. 

“I  really  believe  God  has  sur¬ 
prised  us  by  raising  up  two  men 
for  this  time  in  South  Africa — 
[new  President]  F.W.  de  Klerk 
and  [African  National  Congress 
leader]  Nelson  Mandela — who 
are  gracious  and  broad-minded,” 
said  Bishop  Mogoba. 

'A  miracle  of  our  time' 

Describing  the  turn  of  events 


The  1 ,000-word  statement  was 
developed  partly  in  response  to 
creation  of  a  congressional  com¬ 
mission  to  plan  a  national  pro¬ 
gram  of  activities  commemo¬ 
rating  Columbus’  1492  landing 
in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 

According  to  the  statement, 
"This  is  not  a  time  for  celebra¬ 
tion  but  for  a  committed  plan  of 
action  insuring  that  this  ‘kairos’ 
moment  in  history  not  continue 
to  cosmetically  coat  the  painful 
aspects  of  the  American  history 
of  racism.” 

The  Rev.  George  Tinker,  an 
Osage  Indian  and  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  of  America  minis- 


in  his  country.  Bishop  Mogoba 
said,  “One  of  the  miracles  of  our 
time  was  the  coming  together  of 
the  government  and  the  African 
National  Congress. 

“No  one  thought  that  Mr.  de 
Klerk  would  lead  the  government 
in  this  way,  yet  in  one  day  he  ‘un¬ 
banned’  the  ANC  and  other 
black  political  organizations  that 
had  been  illegal  for  30  years.” 

The  bishop  said  he  still  is 
amazed  that  he  was  briefed  just 
before  coming  to  the  U.S.  by  Nel¬ 
son  Mandela  and  other  black 
leaders — at  “new  ANC  offices 
right  in  Johannesburg” — on  their 
historic  meetings  with  South  Af¬ 
rican  government  officials. 

He  said  he  recalls  when  “you 
had  to  whisper  the  name  of  the 
ANC  in  South  Africa  or  face  im¬ 
prisonment.” 

All  that  has  changed  now,  said 
the  bishop,  especially  following 
the  recent  meetings  of  Mr.  de 
Klerk  and  Mr.  Mandela. 

Church  has  new  role 

Now  that  black  political  orga¬ 
nizations  are  unbanned,  the 
church’s  role  has  shifted.  Bishop 
Mogoba  said.  Rather  than  need¬ 
ing  to  take  direct  actions  to  serve 
as  "the  voice  of  the  voiceless,” 
the  church  needs  to  advise  politi¬ 
cal  leaders  and  “be  the  con¬ 
science  of  the  nation,"  he  said. 

In  addition,  the  church  must 
help  respond  to  the  needs  of  some 
300,000  South  African  exiles 


ter,  introduced  the  resolution  to 
the  NCC  board’s  273  delegates. 

“White  America  is  living  out 
of  a  myth,  an  illusion  that  is  un¬ 
healthy,”  Mr.  Tinker  said.  That 
belief  is  that  America  was  settled 
“without  violence  or  conquest.” 

A  competing  resolution  was  in¬ 
troduced  by  Episcopal  Bishop 
David  Reed  of  Kentucky. 

“Many  of  us  find  it  hard  to 
state  that  this  is  not  a  time  for 
celebration,"  Bishop  Reed  said. 
He  added,  “There  are  many 
things  over  the  past  500  years  to 
thank  God  for.” 

After  nearly  two  hours  of 
amendments  and  intense  debate, 


throughout  the  world  who  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  come  home  when  apart¬ 
heid  ends.  Bishop  Mogoba  said. 

Speaking  to  United  Methodists 
during  a  two-week  visit  to  six 
U.S.  cities,,  Bishop  Mogoba  said 
he  sees  "the  hand  of  God  in  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  new  South  Africa.” 

“We  in  South  Africa  have  a 
long  history  of  confrontation,” 
said  Bishop  Mogoba.  “We  have 
watched  our  country  pour  mil¬ 
lions  into  a  policy  that  could  nev¬ 
er  work.  Lots  of  money  and  lives 
were  sacrificed  in  an  impossible 
dream  of  separating  people. 

"Even  theologians  tried  to  jus¬ 
tify  the  historic  nature  of  apart¬ 
heid.  But  in  looking  back,  we  can 
say  that  God  was  pointing  us  in  a 
different  direction.” 

After  years  of  violent  confronta¬ 
tions,  that  new  direction  needs  to 
focus  on  negotiations  and  recon¬ 
ciliation  to  end  apartheid,  he  said. 

Bishop  Mogoba  said  reconcili¬ 
ation  is  a  Christian  word  that  in¬ 
volves  “asking  people  who  are  at 
each  others’  throats  to  sit  down 
and  come  together.” 

He  said  some  mistakenly  see 
reconciliation  as  a  strategy  for 
the  weak. 

"But  which  is  stronger,”  he 
asked,  “taking  sides  in  a  fight  or 
urging  an  adversary  to  sit  down 
and  solve  a  problem?  It  always  is 
easier  to  get  people  to  fight  than 
to  come  to  the  table  to  talk.” 

Asked  about  the  continuing 
role  of  economic  sanctions 


delegates  in  effect  killed  the  Reed 
alternative.  That  happened  when 
they  approved  a  motion  by  the 
Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers,  a 
United  Methodist  member  of  the 
General  Board,  deleting  a  critical 
section  of  the  Reed  text. 

Among  other  things,  the  adopted 
resolution  calls  for  the  NCC’s  32 
member  churches,  including  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  to  en¬ 
courage  secular  media  to  present 
alternative  views  of  the  Columbus 
event  and  to  advocate  accurate 
textbook  treatment  involving  the 
“invasion”  of  America. 
Additional  NCC  coverage  in 
Faith  Connection  on  this  page. 


against  South  Africa,  Bishop  Mo¬ 
goba  said  any  changes  at  this 
time  could  hurt  the  negotiation 
process  already  in  motion. 

“If  you  immediately  lift  sanc¬ 
tions,  it  would  suggest  you  are 
too  euphoric  about  the  negotia¬ 
tions,”  he  said.  “But  if  you  inten¬ 
sify  sanctions,  you  punish  [South 
African  capital]  Pretoria  when  its 
leaders  are  trying  to  do  right.” 

Don't  focus  on  sanctions 

He  said  attention  focused  now 
on  sanctions  is  a  “distraction.” 

With  serious  negotiations  un¬ 
derway  to  dismantle  apartheid, 
“we  need  our  friends  in  other  na¬ 
tions  to  encourage  that  process,” 
Bishop  Mogoba  said.  One  form 
of  encouragement  would  be  to 
say  “we  want  to  lift  sanctions  as 
soon  as  reforms  are  in  place.” 

“We  need  to  hold  both  the  car¬ 
rot  and  the  stick,  but  lift  the  car¬ 
rot  a  little  higher,”  he  said. 

Bishop  Mogoba  is  completing 
his  second  year  as  the  head  of  the 
second  largest  mainline  Protestant 
denomination  in  Southern  Africa. 
Before  he  became  a  Methodist 
minister  in  the  mid  1960s,  the 
bishop  was  detained  for  eight 
months  and  then  sentenced  to 
three  years  on  Robben  Island  pris¬ 
on  for  “furthering  the  aims  of  an 
unlawful  organization.” 

A  former  high  school  teacher, 
the  bishop  received  his  call  to 
ministry  there  during  six  months 
of  solitary  confinement. 

During  his  imprisonment,  an¬ 
other  South  African  Methodist 
was  one  of  1,400  blacks  also  sent 
to  Robben  Island.  His  name? 
Nelson  Mandela. 

Some  20  years  later,  Bishop 
Mogoba  returned  to  the  prison  to 
serve  Mr.  Mandela  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  an  experience  the  bishop 
calls  “a  great  celebration.” 

Bishop  Mogoba’s  visit  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  in  New  York,  Bos¬ 
ton,  Charlotte,  N.C.;  Chicago, 
Houston,  and  Dallas  was  spon¬ 
sored  jointly  by  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  and  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Just  before  returning  home, 
Bishop  Mogoba  announced  that 
he  and  an  international  group  of 
World  Methodist  leaders  have 
been  invited  to  meet  with  Presi¬ 
dent  de  Klerk  in  late  August. 
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NEW  YORK — Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba,  presiding  bishop  of 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa,  talks  of  a  new  feel¬ 
ing  of  hope  in  the  Republic  of  South  Africa,  during  his  two- 
week  visit  to  the  United  States. 

NCC  opposes  Columbus  celebration 

Osage  Indian's  resolution  notes  ' genocide '  500  years  after  Columbus'  arrival 


Pollster  says  Americans  talk, ,  but  don't  walk,  their  faith 


By  TOM  MORTON 

Religious  News  Service 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo.— 
Americans  talk  a  better  religion 
game  than  they  play,  the  nation’s 
senior  pollster  told  a  gathering  of 
evangelical  publishers  and  editors. 

There’s  lots  of  show  and  tell  but 
little  evidence  of  depth  of  character 
in  either  the  way  Americans  under¬ 
stand  or  practice  their  religious  be¬ 
liefs,  according  to  George  Gallup  Jr. 
What  believers  do  often  belies  what 
they  say  they  believe,  he  observed. 

Mr.  Gallup,  as  the  head  of  the 


Gallup  Poll  and  the  Princeton 
(N.J.)  Religion  Research  Center, 
takes  the  pulse  of  American  reli¬ 
gious  attitudes  and  practices. 

Mr.  Gallup  shared  his  survey 
data  indicating  Americans’  religious 
hypocrisy  with  the  400  participants 
of  the  Evangelical  Press  Associa¬ 
tion’s  national  convention  in  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs  May  7-9. 

Polls  show,  he  said,  that  Ameri¬ 
cans’  commitment  to  religion  is 
fairly  wide  but  not  very  deep. 

Virtually  all  Americans  believe  in 
God,  with  40  percent  of  America 
going  to  church  or  synagogue  every 


MINISTRY 

Rethinking  -  Retooling  -  Renewing 
AUGUST  6  -  10,  1990 
ILIFF  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY 


Uiff  Faculty: 

James  Armstrong 

Visiting  Professor  of  Preaching 
Louis  W.  Bloede 
Professor  of  Parish  Ministries 
John  D.  Spangler 
Associate  Professor  of  Pastoral  Care 

and 

The  Rev.  Susan  Henry-Crowe 

Council  Director,  South  Carolina  United  Methodist  Conference 

A  five-day  workshop  dealing  with  leadership  styles  and 
interpersonal  relations,  burnout  and  stress,  worship,  preaching 
and  new  areas  of  pastoral  care,  devotional  disciplines,  and 
support  systems.  The  class  will  meet  each  day  from  1  ■  5  p.m.  at 
Uiff  School.  The  fee  for  2  continuing  education  units  is  $100.  For 
information  write  to: 

Registrar 

Uiff  School  of  Theology 
2201  S.  University  Blvd. 
Denver,  Colorado  80210 
Phone:  (303)  744-1287 


week,  and  one  out  of  three  claim 
they  have  had  a  profound  religious 
experience. 

But  if  action  speaks  louder  than 
words,  there  is  very  little  difference 
in  the  way  they  ethically  conduct 
their  business  or  academic  affairs 
when  compared  to  the  minority  of 
non-believers,  he  said. 

The  exception  to  the  survey 
trend,  according  to  Mr.  Gallup,  are 
the  “hidden  saints.”  They  are  the 
10  percent  of  all  those  surveyed 
who  are  wholly  dedicated  to  their 
religion,  help  their  fellow  human 
beings  and  are  happier  than  most 
Americans. 

The  vast  majority  of  Americans 
practice  a  very  private  kind  of  faith, 
said  Mr.  Gallup,  citing  as  an  example 


that  they  "believe  they  can  be  a  good 
Christian  or  Jew  but  not  go  to  church 
or  synagogue." 

He  cited  another  example.  Again 
the  greater  part  of  Americans  polled 
consider  the  Bible  to  be  the  literal  or 
inspired  word  of  God. 

But  most  Americans  are  also 
"biblical  illiterates,"  Mr.  Gallup 
charged.  “We  revere  the  Bible,  but 
we  don’t  read  it.” 

And  while  the  vast  majority  be¬ 
lieve  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of 
God,  only  half  of  the  people  who 
claim  to  be  Christian  know  who 
preached  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
One  out  of  three  teen-agers  draws  a 
blank  when  asked  what  Easter  signi¬ 
fies,  he  said. 

Mr.  Gallup  told  the  communica- 


Women's  leader  defends 
magazine's  abortion  series 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

The  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women’s  Division  has 
defended  a  series  on  abortion  rights 
in  the  missions  agency’s  official 
magazine  as  being  "in  harmony 
with  social  policy  resolutions  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  General  Conference.” 

The  articles  in  “Response”  maga¬ 
zine  earlier  this  year  presented  a 
strong  pro-choice  stance. 

This  stance  caused  "many  wom¬ 
en  to  be  very  upset,”  according  to 
Faye  Short,  co-director  of  the  new 
Evangelical  Coalition  of  United 
Methodist  Women,  an  unofficial' 
caucus  (see  UMR,  May  1 8). 

Theressa  Hoover,  staff  chief  of 
the  Women’s  Division  at  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries,! 
said  United  Methodists  are  free-toi 
hold  opinions  that  differ  from  offi¬ 
cial  positions  and  many  do.  But 
only  the  General  Conference,  as  the1 
denomination’s  highest  legislative! 
body,  can  change  church  policy. 

Family  planning  and  responsible 
parenthood  are  central  concerns  to 


". . .  all  should  be  free 
to  express  and  practice 
their  own  moral  judge¬ 
ment  . . . ." 

Theressa  Hoover 


women  and  their  families,  she  said. 

“The  Women’s  Division  has  stat¬ 
ed  that  all  should  be  free  to  express 
and  practice  their  own  moral  judg¬ 
ment  on  the  matter  of  abortion,” 
Ms.  Hoover  said. 

“Where  widely  differing  views 
are  held  by  substantial  sections  of 
the  religious  community,  the  law 
should  not  be  used  to  enforce  one 
particular  religious  belief  on  those 
who  believe  otherwise.” 

Although  the  articles  drew  some 
opposition  from  “Response”  read¬ 
ers,  she  said,  the  numbers  were  not 
overwhelming.  From  a  readership 
of  83,000,  127  letters  were  received. 
Of  those,  118  contained  anti-abor¬ 
tion  statements,  and  nine  were  pro- 
choice. 


tors  they  should  be  gearing  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  appeal  to  the  baby  boomers, 
those  Americans  bom  after  World 
War  II,  and  to  the  growing  number 
of  U.S.  elderly. 

Those  who  make  day-to-day  ethi¬ 
cal  decisions,  business  men  and 
women  and  professionals,  should 
also  be  targeted,  he  said. 


CLASSIFIED 


900-MEMBER  MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH 
seeking  Director  of  Music.  Will  direct  adult 
choir  and  coordinate  children  and  youth  choirs. 
Coordination  of  other  program  activities  will 
be  negotiated.  Send  resumes  to:  Dr.  L.C.  John¬ 
ston,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box 
1510,  Harlingen,  TX  78551.  Salary  will  be 
commensurate  with  experience. 


WANTED:  PART-TIME  DIRECTOR,  Con¬ 

gregational  Caring.  Must  have  professional 
skills  in  pastoral  listening/caring  and  proven 
ability  to  organize,  teach,  and  supervise  pro¬ 
gram  of  laity  conducted  pastoral  visitation.  Ap¬ 
ply  by  5/30/90.  Send  resume  to:  R.  Titus,  Satel¬ 
lite  Beach  UMC,  450  Lee  Ave.,  Satellite  Beach, 
FL  32937.  Phone:  (407)  777-1692. 


Asbury 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


V 


Discover  the  joy  of  Asbury's 
Mission  for  Ministry 

For  65  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have 
served  at  the  forefront  of  Christ's  army  of 
compassion  around  the  world  as  ministers, 
missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 

Now,  you  can  be  a  part  of  Asbury's  effective 
servant-leader  team. 

If  you  feel  called  to  Christian  ministry  prepare 
yourself  where  faculty  and  studens  stand  true 
to  biblical,  Wesleyan,  evangelical  beliefs. 

Let  us  show  you  how  to  combine  the  strength 
of  your  Christian  commitment  with  Asbury's 
mission  for  ministry 
Accredited  graduate  degree  programs 
for  Christian  leadership  include: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 

•  Research:  Biblical  Studies,- Theological  Sh? 

•  Specialization;  Christian  Education; 

Church  Music;  Parish  Counseling; 

World  Mission  and  Evangelism;  Youth  Ministry 

Dual  Degree:  Master  of  Divinity/ Master  of  Arts  - 
Pastoral  Counseling 
Master  of  Theology  in  World  Mission 
and  Evangelism 
Doctor  of  Mi ssiology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 

Cooperative  Programs  (University  of  Kentucky); 
Master  of  Social  Work  |UK|  andM.Div. 
or  MA  (Asbury) 

Doctor  of  Philosophy  lUK) 

Special  Continuing  Education/Leadership/ 
Minsterial  programs 

Let's  talk  about  ways  you  can  find  your  place  in 
Asbury's  mission  for  ministry 

Asbury 
Theological 
Seminary 

WUmore,  KY  40390 

Cali  1800  2-ASBURY 
In  Kentucky  (606)  858-3581, 

Eastern  time  zone. 

For  student  enrollment  Information,  ask 
for  Admissions.  For  other  information,  ask 
for  Development. 
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June  4-7 


Annual  Conference  Begins  On  Monday 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  will  begin  its  activities  on 
Monday,  June  4th,  and  will  contin¬ 
ue  through  Thursday,  June  7th.  The 
Conference  will  open  with  the  tradi¬ 
tional  Memorial  Service  at  1 :45  on 
Monday  afternoon  in  the  Gold 
Dome  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus.  The  service  will  begin  with 
a  prelude  by  a  massed  bell  choir  of 
approximately  100  ringers.  Special 
music  for  this  hour  will  be  rendered 
by  choirs  from  churches  in  North 
Louisiana. 

Most  arrangements  for  Annual 
Conference  are  now  complete.  A 
Pre-Conference  booklet  has  been 
prepared  by  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  staff  and  has  been  mailed  to 
every  clergy  and  lay  delegate.  In  this 
booklet  is  found  a  great  deal  of  in¬ 
formation  regarding  the  events  of 
the  Conference  and  activities  that 
will  be  taking  place  during  those 
four  days  in  Shreveport.  Probably 
the  most  important  section  of  this 
publication  is  the  part  containing 
the  reports  from  the  various 
Boards,  Commissions,  Committees, 
Agencies  and  Institutions  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  Prior  to  the 
beginning  of  Annual  Conference, 
Pre-Conference  Training  Sessions 
have  been  held  in  the  nine  districts 
across  the  state.  These  have  given 
both  clergy  and  lay  delegates  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  learn  about  some  of  the 
important  matters  that  will  be  fac¬ 
ing  them  when  they  gather  in 
Shreveport.  In  addition  to  these 
training  sessions,  delegates  are 
asked  to  read  the  booklet  carefully, 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  re¬ 
ports,  so  that  they  will  have  some 
prior  knowledge  as  to  the  matters  of 
business  that  will  be  coming  before 
them  during  the  Annual  Conference 
session. 

Memorial  Service 

One  of  the  most  appreciated 
events  of  the  Annual  Conference  is 
the  Service  of  Commemoration,  at 
which  time  clergy  and  spouses  of 
clergy  who  have  died  during  the 
year  are  memorialized.  Liturgists 
for  this  worship  hour  will  be  Rev. 
Marie  Williams  and  Dr.  Alfred  L. 
Norris.  Dr.  John  E.  Fellers,  senior 
minister  of  First  Church,  Shreve¬ 
port,  will  be  the  speaker  for  this  oc¬ 
casion.  Special  music  will  be 
rendered  by  choirs  from  throughout 
North  Louisiana,  a  massed  bell 
choir,  and  liturgical  dancers  from 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  and  Alders- 
gate  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Slidell. 

Dr.  Fellers  is  a  native  of  Brennan, 
Texas  and  grew  up  in  Houston,  and 
there  attended  the  University  of 


Houston.  He  prepared  for  ministry 
at  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  Geor¬ 
gia,  where  he  earned  his  Master  of 
Divinity  Degree  with  honors.  In 
1975,  Wiley  College  conferred  an 
Honorary  Doctor  of  Divinity  de¬ 
gree  upon  him  in  recognition  of  his 
services  as  a  churchman.  Before 
coming  to  Shreveport,  Fellers  was 
pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Houston  for  nine 
years.  He  served  appointments  in 
Clear  Lake  and  Pasadena,  Texas, 
and  was  President  of  Lon  Morris 
College  in  Jacksonville,  Texas. 

Evening  Worship  Services 

This  year,  all  of  the  evening  Ser¬ 
vices  of  Worship  will  be  conducted 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Guest  preacher  for  the  three  ser¬ 
vices  will  be  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C. 
Kelly  of  San  Mateo,  California. 

Bom  in  a  Methodist  parsonage  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  Bishop  Kelly 
was  one  of  eight  children.  She  was 
ordained  a  Deacon  in  the  Virginia 
Conference  on  June  21,  1972  and 
ordained  an  Elder  on  June  14, 
1977.  She  received  her  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree  from  Virginia  Union 
University  in  Richmond  and  her 
Master  of  Divinity  degree  from 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  1976. 
Bishop  Kelly  has  received  a  number 
of  honorary  degrees  from  various 
schools  throughout  the  country. 

She  has  served  as  a  local  pastor, 
on  a  Conference  Council  staff,  and 
on  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship.  In  July,  1984,  she  was  elected 
to  the  Episcopacy  and  assigned  to 
the  San  Francisco  area.  She  present¬ 
ly  serves  as  Visiting  Professor  of 
Evangelism  and  Witness,  Pacific 
School  of  Religion,  Berkeley,  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

The  service  on  Monday  night  will 
feature  choirs  from  North  Louisi¬ 
ana  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Coy  Ransom  of  the  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ruston. 

The  worship  service  on  Tuesday 
evening  will  be  a  Service  of  Retire¬ 
ment,  at  which  time  those  who  are 
retiring  from  the  active  ministry  of 
the  church  will  be  honored.  Special 
music  will  be  provided  by  com¬ 
bined  choirs  of  St.  James,  St.  Paul, 
St.  Luke’s  and  Lakeview  churches 
in  Shreveport. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  the  tra¬ 
ditional  Ordination  Service  will  be 
held,  at  which  time  combined 
choirs  of  St.  Charles  Church,  Des- 
trehan,  Cornerstone  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  and  St.  Timothy-on-the- 
North-Shore  Church  in  Mandeville 
will  provide  the  special  music.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  ordination  of  both  the 


Revival 

and 

Resolutions! 


Annual  Conference  is  an  exciting  time:  Inspiring  worship,  earnest 
debate,  endearing  friendships,  enjoyable  reunions. 

There  is  nothing  else  like  it!  If  you  are  a  delegate,  come  prepared  by 
reading  the  “Pre-Conference  Reports'1  booklet  and  familiarize  yourself 
with  the  issues.  If  you  are  a  visitor,  welcome! 

Those  134,000  Louisiana  United  Methodists  who  will  not  be  present 
in  the  Gold  Dome  of  Centenary  College  or  the  Sanctuary  of  Shreveport 
First  Church,  June  4-7,  you  also  have  a  major  responsibility.  Please 
pray  that  the  spirit  of  God  will  move  in  fresh  and  renewing  ways  across 
our  beloved  church. 

Annual  Conference  is  for  both  revival  and  resolutions. 


deacons  and  elders,  a  reception 
honoring  these  ordinands  will  be 
held  in  Bain  Hall  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Morning  Bible  Study 

Each  morning  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Annual  Conference  sessions, 
Dr.  Irving  Smith  of  Enid,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  will  be  portraying,  in  costume, 
various  Bible  characters.  On  Tues¬ 
day  he  will  portray  Jonah;  Wednes¬ 
day,  Simon;  and  Thursday,  Peter. 
Dr.  Smith  has  been  interpreting 
various  Bible  characters  for  the  past 
12  years.  Dr.  Smith  entered  the 
ministry  when  he  was  19  years  of 
age,  and  has  served  in  various  ca¬ 
pacities  of  ministry,  one  being  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  time  in  Havana,  Cuba, 
where  he  served  as  pastor  of  an  En¬ 
glish  speaking  congregation.  He  has 
spent  most  of  his  ministry  in  the 
state  of  Oklahoma,  where  he  has 
served  two  terms  as  a  District  Su¬ 
perintendent,  and  in  1988  retired 
from  the  active  ministry  after  50 
years  of  service. 

Congregational  Singing 

Music  has  always  been  important 
to  an  Annual  Conference.  Louisiana 
Methodists  seem  to  enjoy  this  part 
of  Annual  Conference  and  partici¬ 
pate  in  it  with  great  zeal  and  enthu¬ 
siasm.  This  year,  Mr.  John 
Yarrington,  Director  of  Music  and 
Arts  at  Pulaski  Heights  United 
Methodist  Chufch-  in  Little  Rock, 
will  be  leading  the  congregational 
singing.  Mr.  Yarrington  directs  and 
supervises  a  full  ministry  of  music 
at  Pulaski  Heights,  including  sing¬ 
ing  and  ringing  choirs,  major  choral 
works  with  orchestras,  and  an  arts 
festival  and  community  programs. 


including  concerts  and  the  like  that 
are  held  in  the  Little  Rock  area.  Mr. 
Yarrington  is  a  graduate  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Oklahoma,  with  a  Bache¬ 
lor  of  Music  Degree,  and  a  Master 
of  Sacred  Music  Degree  from 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
New  York. 

Vision  2000 

One  of  the  important  program 
emphases  to  be  presented  at  Annual 
Conference  will  be  “Vision  2000:  A 
Renewed  Covenant  for  a  New  Centu¬ 
ry.”  This  program  will  give  recom¬ 
mendations  for  programming  and 
resourcing  of  vital  congregations. 
The  need  for  a  mutual  mission  and 
ministry  for  United  Methodists 
within  Louisiana  has  brought  about 
this  recommended  Conference¬ 
wide  emphasis.  The  question, 
“What  is  God  calling  us  to  be  and 
to  do  in  the  new  decade  and  the 
new  century?”  prompted  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries,  with 
the  encouragement  of  the  Bishop 
and  the  Cabinet,  to  initiate  a  pro¬ 
cess  of  identifying  a  corporate  vi¬ 
sion  for  Louisiana  United 
Methodists.  During  the  past 
months,  some  26  “Listening  Posts” 
were  held  throughout  the  districts 
of  Louisiana,  with  approximately 
1400  key  leaders  from  local  congre¬ 
gations  (both  lay  and  clergy)  in¬ 
volved  in  these  meetings.  From 
these  “Listening  Posts”  have  come 
a  recommended  program  that  will 
be  presented  to  the  delegates  this 
year.  Vision  2000  is  a  ten-year  jour¬ 
ney  for  local  churches  and  for  the 
Annual  Conference;  the  vision  tells 
us  where  we  want  to  be  by  the  year 
2000;  the  initiative  will  provide 
some  ways  to  help  churches  get  to 


that  point. 

Conference  Center  Proposal 

For  many  years,  Methodists  in 
Louisiana  have  talked  about  the 
need  and  the  desire  for  a  Confer¬ 
ence  Center.  A  dream  for  such  a 
center  was  inaugurated  by  Bishop 
Kenneth  Shamblin,  and  upon  his 
death  a  memorial  fund  was  estab¬ 
lished  for  a  Conference  Center.  Un¬ 
der  the  leadership  of  Bishop  Walter 
Underwood,  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  some  criteria  established, 
and  much  work  done  toward 
achieving  this  goal  that  was  begun 
by  Bishop  Shamblin.  Upon  Bishop 
Underwood’s  untimely  death,  this 
project  was  placed  on  hold.  Again, 
memorial  funds  were  received  and 
set  aside  for  the  time  when  a  Con¬ 
ference  Center  might  become  a  real¬ 
ity.  During  the  past  two  years, 
much  talk  has  still  been  prevalent 
among  clergy  and  laity  regarding 
the  need  for  a  centrally  located  fa¬ 
cility.  Various  committees  have 
been  busy  looking  at  proposed  sites, 
and  recently  found  some  acreage  in 
the  Alexandria  area  that  seems  to 
be  most  appropriate  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  Conference  Center. 
Those  attending  the  Pre-Conference 
Training  Sessions  have  been  given 
information  concerning  this  pro¬ 
posal,  and  delegates  at  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
make  a  decision  concerning  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  land  and  the  building  of 
such  a  facility. 

Sending  Forth  Service 

For  the  past  few  years,  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  have  closed 
their  Annual  Conference  session 
with  The  Fixing  of  Appointments 
and  a  Service  of  Sending  Forth. 


This  year’s  service  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Bishop  William  B. 
Oden,  at  which  time  appointments 
for  the  576  churches  of  Louisiana 
Methodism  will  be  announced,  and 
both  clergy  and  laity  will  participate 
in  a  Service  of  Sending  Forth  as  an¬ 
other  Annual  Conference  session 
comes  to  a  close. 

Registration  Begins 
On  Monday 

Registration  of  all  clergy  and  lay 
members  to  the  Annual  Conference 
will  begin  at  8:00  a.m.  on  Monday, 
June  4th,  in  the  Student  Union 
Building  on  the  Centenary  College 
campus.  All  members  will  need  to 
come  by  the  registration  desk  and 
receive  their  name  tags  and  fill  out 
the  appropriate  information  cards. 
As  the  delegates  register  this  year,  a 
Book  of  Worship  will  be  given  to 
them,  which  will  include  all  of  the 
Services  of  Worship  that  will  be 
conducted  during  this  Twentieth 
Session  of  the  Annual  Conference. 
This  is  a  new  feature  that  has  been 
adopted  and  prepared  through  the 
Worship  Committee  which  has 
been  busy  planning  and  developing 
all  of  the  Services  of  Worship. 

Throughout  the  entire  week, 
many  Boards,  Commissions  and 
Committees  will  be  meeting  to  con¬ 
duct  the  business  of  their  respective 
groups.  Many  luncheons,  dinners 
and  teas  will  be  a  part  of  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  this  session  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence.  As  plans  for  the  Conference 
are  being  completed,  Methodists 
from  across  the  state  are  looking 
forward  to  the  various  events  that 
will  be  provided  for  them  during 
this  week,  as  well  as  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  see  old  friends  and  to  make 
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Special  Conference  Events  Pastor's  School  Set  July  9-12, 1990 


See  Retired  Ministers  Special  Page  on  page  6 

(page  5  in  the  local  editions) 


Monday,  June  4,  1990 

5:15  p.m.  Centenary  Alumni  Banquet,  South  Cafeteria,  Centenary 
College 

5:30  p.m.  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Gathering  and  Sharing  Event  for 
all  ministerial  candidates  in  seminary  and  in  post  academic 
programs,  Bishop,  Cabinet,  Members  of  the  Committee  on 
Training  and  Orders,  and  all  spouses.  This  will  be  held  at 
St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church,  6312  Sand  Beach 
Blvd. 

Tuesday,  June  5,  1990 

7:00  a.m.  Scarritt  Alumni  Breakfast,  Smith  Building 
7:15  a.m.  United  Methodist  Cursillo  Reunion  Breakfast,  Gumbeaux’s 
Restaurant 

12:30  p.m.  CSRW  Luncheon,  First  Church,  Shreveport 
12:30  p.m.  Retired  Ministers’  Luncheon.  Noel  Church 
12:30  p.m.  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  the 
Other  Arts,  Centenary  Cafeteria 

2:30-4:00  Informal  Tea  for  Ladies  of  the  Conference,  South  Cafeteria, 
Centenary  College 

5:00  p.m.  Asbury  Alumni  Banquet,  Centenary  Room,  Centenary 
Cafeteria 

5:00  p.m.  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  and  Gammon 
Fellowship  Banquet,  Freeman-Harris  Restaurant 
5:30  p.m.  Candler  Alumni  Banquet,  First  Church,  Shreveport 
5:30  p.m.  Perkins  Alumni  Banquet,  First  Church,  Shreveport 
5:30  p.m.  Duke  Alumni  Banquet,  Noel  Church 

Wednesday,  June  6,  1990 

7:00  a.m.  Board  of  Trustees  Breakfast,  Chateau 
7:05  a.m.  Laity  Breakfast,  Centenary  Cafeteria 
1 2:00  noon  Luncheon  for  Clergy  Spouses,  Broadmoor  Church 
12:30  p.m.  United  Methodist  Men’s  Luncheon,  Centenary  Cafeteria 
12:30  p.m.  Iliff  Alumni  Banquet,  Abe’s  Restaurant 
12:30  p.m.  Luncheon  for  Chaplains  and  Others  in  Special  Appointments 
Beyond  the  Local  Church,  Centenary  Room 
5:30  p.m.  LACEF  Banquet,  First  Church,  Shreveport 
5:30  p.m.  Louisiana  Conference  Fellowship  of  Associate  Members  and 
Local  Pastors,  Ryan’s  Steak  House,  Bossier  City 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Pastor’s  School  1990  will  be  held  July  9-12  at 
Centenary  College  in  Shreveport.  “Empowering  Laity  for  Ministry"  is  the 
theme  chosen  for  this  year’s  event. 

As  the  theme  suggests,  the  purpose  of  this  year's  school  is  to  strengthen 
our  awareness  of  the  general  calling  to  ministry  of  the  laity  as  a  response  to 
baptism.  The  school  will  offer  ordained  ministers  channels  of  opportunity 
in  the  overseeing  and  guiding  of  laity  as  together  clergy  and  laity  seek  to 
fulfill  their  calling  as  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ  in  and  for  the  world. 

Guest  faculty  include: 

Dr.  Stanley  J.  Menking  is  Associate  Dean  of  External  Affairs  and  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  Program  and  all  credit  course  work 
for  diaconal  ministers  and  non-degree  continuing  education  programs  for 
clergy  and  laity.  Dr.  Menking  has  had  a  long  standing  interest  in  the  minis¬ 
try  of  the  laity. 

Rev.  Bob  Gardenhire  has  been  Minister  of  Care  for  Church  of  the  Ser¬ 
vant,  Oklahoma  City,  since  1978.  Under  his  guidance,  the  church  has  de¬ 
veloped  a  far-reaching  program  of  lay  caring. 

Dr.  Cornelius  Henderson  is  the  District  Superintendent  for  the  Atlanta- 
Emory  District.  A  delegate  to  several  jurisdictional  and  general  confer¬ 
ences,  Dr.  Henderson  is  widely  known  as  a  leader  in  Evangelism.  Under 
his  leadership,  the  Ben  Hill  United  Methodist  Church  received  awards  for 
Evangelism.  This  church’s  membership  increased  from  400  to  4,500.  be¬ 
coming  one  of  the  fastest  growing  churches  in  United  Methodism. 

Dr.  Tom  Matheny  is  a  member  and  partner  of  Pittman  Matheny,  attor¬ 
neys  at  law,  in  Hammond,  and  is  a  widely  recognized  leader  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  his  community.  His  lay  responsibilities  include 
President,  Judicial  Council,  United  Methodist  Church  (1976-).  President, 
National  Association  of  Conference  Lay  Leaders,  UMC  (1966-1982);  and 
currently  President  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Trustees.  He  is 
the  recipient  of  many  distinctions  and  awards  whose  interests  cover  a 
broad  spectrum. 

The  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  endeavors  to  promote  quality  continu¬ 
ing  education  for  pastors.  To  this  end,  a  newly  established  committee  has 
been  charged  with  the  overseeing  of  annual  pastors’  schools.  Committee 
members  for  1990  are:  Rev.  J.  Van  Dickens,  Dean;  Rev.  Doug  Cain,  Asso¬ 
ciate  Dean;  Rev.  Isiah  Lee,  Registrar;  Rev.  Andrew  Douglas,  Worship/Lit¬ 
urgy;  Rev.  Steve  Bearden,  Transportation:  Rev.  Debbie  Drash,  Leisure 
Ministries;  Suzanne  Cate,  Music;  and  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  Cabinet 
Liaison. 
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Editorial 

Struggling  with  the  words  of  faith 


What  do  you  think?. 


Readers  respond  to  inclusive  language  poll 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 


2  of  3  readers 
prefer  traditional 
language  for  God 


A  survey  on  inclusive  language  drew  the  second- 
largest  response  in  the  Reporter's  history.  Listed  1 
below  are  the  percentages  of  replies  to  the  survey  ‘ 
questions.  Total  number  of  responses  equaled  7,043. 


1.  Which  of  the  following  best  describes  your  views  about 

COMPOSITE 

MEN/WOMEN 

LAITY/CLE 

using  inclusive  language  when  referring  to  other  people 
during  worship,  Bible  study  and  hymn  singing? 

PERCENTAGES 

(in  %) 

(in  %) 

a)  Much  prefer 

15.2 

12.4/17.0 

11.9/45.0 

b)  Mostly  comfortable 

15.2 

17.4/14.0 

13.8/28.6 

c)  Mostly  uncomfortable 

12.8 

14.3/11.9 

13.2/10.3 

d)  Much  prefer  to  avoid 

2.  Which  of  the  following  best  describes  your  views  about 
using  inclusive  language  when  referring  to  God  during 
worship,  Bible  study  and  hymn  singing? 

56.8 

55.9/57.1 

61.1/16.1 

a)  Much  prefer 

12.4 

8.8/14.4 

10.0/27.3 

b)  Mostly  comfortable 

11.4 

11.5/11.3 

10.3/16.9 

c)  Mostly  uncomfortable 

9.0 

10.9/  8.4 

8.9/27.9 

d)  Much  prefer  to  avoid 

3.  When  referring  to  the  Trinity  in  the  church's  rituals,  1 
believe  United  Methodists  should: 

a)  be  open  to  both  “Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit"  and 
inclusive  language  alternatives  such  as  "Creator,  Redeemer 

67.2 

68.8/65.9 

70.8/27.9 

and  Sustainer.” 

25.1 

21.3/27.0 

22.0/47.9 

b)  use  only  "Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit." 

71.5 

76.3/68.6 

75.0/45.6 

c)  use  only  inclusive  language  alternatives  such  as 
"Creator,  Redeemer  and  Sustainer." 

4.  Do  you  think  more  openness  exists  in  your 
congregation  today  than  five  years  ago  to  the  use  of 
inclusive  language? 

3.4 

2.4/  4.4 

3.0/  6.5 

Yes 

29.3 

30.5/28.5 

25.3/56.1 

No 

44.3 

46.6/42.8 

46.6/27.1 

Uncertain 

26.4 

22.9/28.7  28.1/16.0 
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A  respondent  to  the  Reporter’s 
survey  on  inclusive  language  zeroed 
in  on  a  pertinent  point. 

“Without  change  I  know  there 
would  be  no  fruit  on  the  trees  in  my 
yard,"  a  Central  Illinois  layman 
wrote.  However,  he  added.  “I’m 
careful  not  to  disturb  their  roots 
while  caring  for  them.” 

We  believe  this  reader  identified 
a  basic  but  often-forgotten  insight: 

How  we  deal  with  a  divisive  issue 
like  inclusive  language  is  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  what  we  believe  about  it. 

Our  survey’s  results  indicate  the 
relevance  of  this  insight. 

First,  the  sheer  volume  of  response 
to  the  survey — the  second  largest  to¬ 
tal  in  Reporter  history — shows  wide¬ 
spread  concern  about  proposed 
changes  in  the  language  of  faith. 

Despite  overwhelming  accep¬ 
tance  of  the  new  United  Methodist 
Hymnal,  which  uses  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  when  possible,  the  vast  ma¬ 
jority  of  respondents  to  the 
Reporter’s  survey  express  discom¬ 
fort  with  inclusive  language. 

As  the  respondent  quoted  above 
implied,  change  by  itself  isn’t  some¬ 
thing  to  fear.  The  community  of 
faith  is  a  living  body  that  has 
changed  continually  over  the  centu¬ 
ries  in  response  to  new  realities. 

So  it  should  come  as  no  surprise 
that  the  language  of  faith  also  evolves. 
New  learnings  about  how  words  rein¬ 
force  sexual  discrimination  help  fuel 
calls  for  change.  Another  factor  is  the 
discovery  that  ancient  biblical  lan¬ 
guage  differs  from  the  masculine  “lin¬ 
guistic  bias”  of  English. 

Jesus  challenged  people  of  his 
time  to  change  their  images  of  divine 
reality  when  he  called  God  His  Fa¬ 
ther.  While  we  respect  the  views  of 
those  who  abhor  inclusive  language. 


we  believe  God  may  be  challenging 
us  to  discover  some  new  ways  of 
thinking,  speaking  and  writing  about 
our  faith  if  we  are  to  present  a  credi¬ 
ble  witness  to  contemporary  society. 

But  our  survey’s  major  finding  also 
addresses  our  need  to  care  for  “roots.” 

That  finding:  A  disproportionate 
number  of  responses — nearly  two- 
thirds — state  a  strong  preference  for 
using  traditional  language  when  re¬ 
ferring  to  God  and  the  Trinity  as  well 
as  in  worship  and  study  materials. 

It  would  be  short-sighted  and  in¬ 
sensitive  to  dismiss  the  feelings  of 
those  who  express  such  a  prefer¬ 
ence.  Our  survey’s  findings,  albeit 
unscientific,  suggest  that  their  num¬ 
bers  are  substantial. 

Those  who  prefer  traditional  lan¬ 
guage  are  right,  for  example,  to  point 
out  that  generations  of  faithful  Chris¬ 
tians  have  been  nourished  spiritually 
by  so-called  "exclusive  language.” 

Jesus,  even  as  He  did  a  “new 
thing,”  showed  respect  for  the  words 
and  images  of  His  spiritual  ances¬ 
tors.  Similarly,  His  modern-day  fol¬ 
lowers  should  refrain  from  putting 
down  cherished  language  inherited 
from  our  ancestors  even  if  we  cannot 
use  it  comfortably.  We  should  seek 
instead  to  understand  its  meaning 
and  respect  those  who  prefer  to  use  it. 

We  encourage  you  and  your  con¬ 
gregation  to  use  the  findings  report¬ 
ed  elsewhere  on  this  page  as  a  basis 
for  further  discussion  about  the 
words  we  use  to  express  our  faith. 

As  Christ’s  followers,  we  should 
approach  such  discussions  with  a 
dual  awareness.  First,  strong  convic¬ 
tions  exist  on  all  sides  of  the  issue. 
Second,  we  need  to  engage  each  oth¬ 
er  not  in  anger  and  bitterness  but  in 
a  spirit  of  love  and  reconciliation. 


More  than  two-thirds  of  the  read¬ 
ers  who  responded  to  the  Reporter’s 
survey  on  inclusive  language  strong¬ 
ly  prefer  traditional,  male-oriented 
vocabulary  over  inclusive  terms  to 
identify  God. 

And  more  than  half  prefer  to  use 
traditional  language  rather  than  in¬ 
clusive  terms  in  references  to  peo¬ 
ple  during  worship,  in  Bible  study 
and  hymn  singing. 

Those  are  among  major  results  of 
a  readers’  survey  about  the  use  of 
sexually  neutral  language  in  the 
church  in  UMR’s  March  16  issue. 

The  survey  elicited  the  second- 
largest  number  of  responses  in  the 
the  Reporter’s  history. 

7,043  readers  responded 

In  all,  7,043  readers  returned  the 
four-question  survey  form.  The 
overwhelming  volume,  in  turn,  de¬ 
layed  tabulation  of  the  results  (see 
accompanying  charts). 

Key  findings: 

■  67  percent  of  respondents  said 
they  oppose  the  use  of  inclusive 
terms  for  God.  One  impassioned  fe¬ 
male  reader  pleaded:  “Don’t  take  my 
Father  in  Heaven  away!” 

■  56  percent  of  respondents  said 
they  oppose  the  use  of  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  in  reference  to  humans. 

Among  complaints  were  that  in¬ 
clusive  language  is  “awkward,” 
“sounds  unpleasant”  and  doesn’t  re¬ 
spect  an  author’s  original  writing,  es¬ 
pecially  for  hymn  texts. 

■  7 1  percent  of  respondents  favor 
the  traditional  “Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Spirit”  names  for  the  Trinity 
over  inclusive  terms  such  as  “Cre¬ 
ator,  Redeemer  and  Sustainer.” 

■  A  sizeable  number,  albeit  a  mi¬ 
nority,  of  readers  made  urgent  pleas 
for  allowing  congregations  the  option 
of  using  inclusive  language. 

Other  numerical-minority  respons¬ 
es  noted  that  faith  language  has  un¬ 
dergone  numerous  changes  over  the 
centuries.  In  each  case,  they  assert, 
changes  in  language  served  to  incor¬ 
porate  some  societal  group  previous¬ 
ly  excluded  from  the  church. 

■  An  anomaly  occurred  with  the 
question  asking  readers  to  evaluate 
whether  their  congregations  are  more 
open  to  using  inclusive  language  to¬ 
day  than  five  years  ago. 

About  half  the  readers  who  re¬ 
turned  the  survey  didn’t  answer 
that  question.  Readers  apparently 
felt  comfortable  stating  their  own 
views  but  appeared  much  less  sure 
how  to  gauge  the  overall  opinion  of 
their  congregations. 

29  percent  were  more  open 

Of  the  3,700  readers  who  respond¬ 
ed  to  this  question,  29  percent  said 
they  believe  their  congregations  are 
more  open  to  inclusive  language  than 
previously.  Forty-four  percent  said 
their  churches  are  not  more  open 
now  to  inclusive  language.  The  re¬ 
maining  26  percent  were  uncertain. 


In  other  breakdowns  of  the  data: 

■f  There  was  relatively  little  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  responses  of  males 
and  females.  For  example,  69  percent 
of  the  men  strongly  favor  traditional 
male  references  to  God  compared  to 
66  percent  of  the  females. 

/  Members  of  the  clergy — 10 
percent  of  the  total  number  of  re- 
spodents — are  far  more  receptive  to 
using  inclusive  language  than  lay- 
people.  Twice  the  percentage  of 
clergy  members  as  laypeople  favor 
using  inclusive  language  for  humans 
and  God. 

S  Responses  varied  regionally  by 
a  few  percentage  points.  However, 
responses  from  the  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  differed  significantly  from 
those  in  other  areas  of  the  country 
(see  regional  chart  below).  A  major¬ 


ity  of  the  Western  Jurisdiction  re¬ 
spondents  indicated  comfort  with 
the  use  of  inclusive  language. 

■f  For  names  in  the  Trinity,  48 
percent  of  clergy  support  using  both 
traditional  and  inclusive  language. 
Forty-six  percent  support  using 
only  traditional  language  for  the 
Trinity.  The  remaining  6  percent  fa¬ 
vor  using  only  inclusive  language 
for  the  Trinity. 

•f  61  percent  of  respondents  indi¬ 
cated  they  are  women;  33  percent 
are  men.  The  others  didn’t  specify. 

•f  The  majority  of  those  respond¬ 
ing  are  older  than  50. 

Regionally,  the  survey  drew  the 
most  response  from  the  church’s 
South  Central  Jurisdiction,  with 
2,156  replies.  The  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  supplied  1,532;  North¬ 


eastern  Jurisdiction,  1,446;  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction,  668;  and 
Western  Jurisdiction,  553  (see  re¬ 
gional  maps  below).  The  other  700 
respondents  didn’t  identify  them¬ 
selves  by  region. 

The  intensity  of  emotion  on  the 
issue  also  appeared  to  prompt  some 
readers  to  infer  more  from  the  ques¬ 
tions  than  was  intended. 

Many  respondents  queried, 
“Why  are  you  changing  the  Bible?” 
although  the  questions  didn’t  refer 
to  changes  in  biblical  texts. 

An  unexpectedly  large  degree  of  re¬ 
sentment  was  expressed  toward  the 
new  United  Methodist  Hymnal.  The 
new  hymnal  frequently  uses  inclusive 
language  to  refer  to  humans  and  in¬ 
cludes  some  feminine  images  for  God. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  |OHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Associate  editor  Denise  Johnson  Stovall  ponders  one  of  more  than 
7,000  responses  to  the  Reporter's  survey  on  inclusive  language.  The 
near-record  volume  of  responses  indicates,  among  other  things,  a 
widespread  concern  among  United  Methodists  about  the  language 
we  use  during  worship  and  in  study  materials  to  refer  to  God,  to 
other  people  and  to  the  Trinity. 


Thanks  for  allowing  us  to  ventilate  feelings' 


Here’s  a  sampling  of  comments 
from  respondents  to  the  Reporter’s 
inclusive  language  survey: 

Holston  conference  laywoman  (age 
51-65):  “Thanks  for  taking  the  time 
to  allow  us  to  ventilate  our  feelings. 
We  hope  your  survey  results  in  an 
overwhelming  response  to  avoid  the 
use  of  inclusive  language.” 

Louisiana  conference  laywoman 
(36-50):  “I  don’t  need  unisex  words 
to  know  my  worth.  I  know  my 
worth  in  God  as  a  female.” 

Rocky  Mountain  minister  (22-35): 

“I  personally  use  ’God-Father’  be¬ 
cause  of  my  personal  faith  journey. 
But  I  enjoy  the  newer  ways  when 
used  by  people  of  integrity.  Care 
and  sensitivity  must  be  employed  in 


the  use  of  inclusive  language.” 

Northern  Illinois  conference  lay- 
woman  (51-65):  “I’m  comfortable 
most  of  the  time  with  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage,  but  I  find  discomfort  in  us¬ 
ing  it  because  I  have  unconsciously 
internalized  a  male  God  and  reflect¬ 
ed  it  by  preferring  male  authority. 
My  discomfort  shows  me  where  my 
sin  lies  in  this  area.” 

Baltimore  conference  laywoman 

(51-65):  “This  survey  is  like  closing 
the  barn  door  after  the  horse  has 
been  stolen.  Why  wasn’t  it  present¬ 
ed  before  our  new  hymnal  was  all 
messed  up?” 

Oklahoma  conference  laywoman 

(36-50):  “I’m  sick  of  the  UMC  ca¬ 
tering  to  a  small,  vocal  minority. 


This  isn’t  an  issue  with  most  church 
communities  and  not  in  our  2,100- 
member  church.” 

California-Nevada  conference  lay¬ 
man  (36-50):  “We  need  more  expla¬ 
nations  to  the  churches  about  why 
inclusive  language  is  important,  in¬ 
cluding  societal  effects  on  women 
and  psychological  effects.” 

Maine  conference  laywoman  (36- 
50):  “Our  local  church  has  had  little 
input  on  inclusive  language,  I  think 
because  of  the  fear  of  division.  As  a 
result,  I  feel  in  our  apathy  and  igno¬ 
rance  we  have  not  been  able  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  discussing  the  issue  and 
coming  to  a  personal  decision  and 
stand.  Thank  you  for  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  speak  out.” 
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Minnesota  conference  minister 

(36-50):  “I  have  found  that  when  in¬ 
clusive  words  are  printed  on  the 
page,  very  few  people  are  aware  that 
they  are  being  used.” 

North  Texas  conference  laywom¬ 
an  (22-35):  “Why  should  women 
take  offense  to  being  included  in  the 
word  ‘mankind’  if  men  of  the 
church  are  included  in  the  phrase 
‘the  bride  of  Christ’?” 

West  Ohio  conference  laywoman 
(66  &  over):  “Do  not  use  it  ever." 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  conference 
minister  (22-35):  “I  don’t  see  God 
being  concerned  with  the  title  we  give 
as  much  as  the  relationship  we  have.” 

New  Mexico  conference  laywom¬ 
an  (51-65):  “  ‘Father’  has  a  negative 
meaning  to  me  since  my  father  was 
uncaring  and  deserted  us  when  I 
was  quite  young.” 

Rocky  Mountain  conference  lay- 
woman  (36-50):  “Thank  you  for  the 
opportunity  to  comment  on  inclusive 
language.  The  reasons  I  think  it’s  im¬ 
portant  are  summed  up  in  the  com¬ 
ment  of  a  5  year  old  girl  who  told  her 
mommy,  'Angels  only  speak  to  men.’ 
Change  may  not  come  quickly,  but  to 
continue  to  use  exclusive  language 
discounts  half  the  human  race  on  a 
very  profound  level.” 

Texas  conference  laywoman  (36- 
50):  “Why  change?” 


Results  totaled  by  region 


Here  are  the  regional  percentage  results  to  the  inclusive  language  survey  from  the  five  United 
Methodist  jurisdictions  in  the  U.S.  The  total  results  shown  on  the  map  above  do  not  equal  the  total 
number  of  replies  because  about  700  respondents  did  not  specify  a  region. 


1.  Inclusive  terms  for  people? 

N.Cent. 

N.E. 

S.Cent. 

S.E. 

W. 

Much  prefer 

18.9 

14.3 

10.4 

13.4 

30.8 

Comfortable 

15.3 

15.2 

13.8 

17.2 

22.9 

Uncomfortable 

14.7 

12.3 

10.8 

12.6 

13.2 

Avoid 

51.1 

58,2 

65.0 

56.8 

33.1 

2,  Inclusive  terms  for  God? 

Much  prefer 

16.0 

10.7 

8.2 

10.5 

26.4 

Comfortable 

12.0 

10.7 

10.4 

11.1 

18.4 

Uncomfortable 

9.5 

10.0 

8.4 

9.3 

9.8 

Avoid 

62,5 

68.6 

73.0 

69.1 

45.4 

3.  Names  for  Trinity? 

Traditional  &  Inclusive 

26.2 

22.4 

23.0 

22.8 

42.3 

Traditional  Only 

68.1 

74.7 

74.7 

75.4 

49.9 

Inclusive  Only 

5.7 

2.9 

2.3 

1.8 

7.8 

4.  More  openness  in  your  church 
to  inclusive  terms? 

Yes 

28.9 

27.5 

26.5 

29.2 

45.2 

No 

43.5 

48.8 

45.9 

39.7 

32.1 

Uncertain 

27.6 

23.7 

27.6 

31.1 

22.7 
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AGENTS  TO  BE  KEPT:  The  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  has  reversed  its  plan  to  eliminate 
services  oflocal  church  insurance  agents  from  a 
churchwide  insurance  plan.  The  decision  to  re¬ 
tain  the  agents  was  announced  at  a  meeting  of 
the  council's  executive  committee.  Recent  mod¬ 
ifications  in  the  proposed  plan,  said  council  top 
executive  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  will  give  lo¬ 
cal  churches  about  the  same  savings  as  original¬ 
ly  presented  by  the  council  while  retaining  the 
services  oflocal  agents. 

JOURNALISTS  WELCOMED:  The 

Society  of  Professional  Journalists  has  an¬ 
nounced  plans  to  return  its  national  headquar¬ 
ters  to  its  founding  site,  'United 
Methodist-related  DePauw  University  in 
Greencastle,  Ind.  The  society,  organized  in 
1909  at  DePauw  as  Sigma  Delta  Chi  fraternity, 
remains  one  of  the  top  professional  organiza¬ 
tions  for  journalists.  DePauw  publicist  Larry 
Anderson  said  the  society  expected  to  move 
into  temporary  quarters  directly  adjacent  to  the 
campus  by  September. 

HUNGER  RECORD  CITED:  Bread 
for  the  World,  religious  anti-hunger  lobby,  has 
listed  19  Republican  senators  who  opposed 
what  the  group  termed  the 
eight  most  important  initia¬ 
tives  against  hunger.  Also 
cited  were  six  Democrats 
who  supported  fewer  than 
half.  At  bottom  were  both 
senators  from  Idaho.  Kan¬ 
sas,  Mississippi,  New 
Hampshire  and  Wyoming. 

Delegations  from  North  ArthurSimon 
Dakota,  Michigan  and  New  Jersey  had  perfect 
scores  in  support,  as  did  Sen.  Paul  Simon  (D- 
III.),  brother  of  Bread  for  the  World’s  president, 
the  Rev.  Arthur  Simon. 


CHIEF  SEARCH  STARTS:  The 

Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  has  be¬ 
gun  a  two-year  process  of  naming  the  next  gen¬ 
eral  minister  and  president  at  the  October  1991 
General  Assembly  in  Tulsa,  Okla.  An  1 1 -mem¬ 
ber  search  committee  was  proposed  by  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  committee,  with  confirmation 
expected  at  a  General  Board  July  meeting  in  St. 
Louis.  The  next  step  then  will  be  setting  criteria 
and  receiving  names  for  nomination. 


CONTROVERSIAL  ARTIST  SUES: 

David  Wojnarowicz,  an  artist  and  AIDS  activ- 
st,  has  filed  a  federal  lawsuit  charging  libel  and 
:opyright  violation  against  1  ”  — — 

he  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon 
ind  the  American  Family 
kssociation  of  Tupelo, 

Vliss.  He  claims  his  work  *1 
vas  taken  out  of  context  in 
t  mass  mailing  criticizing 
he  National  Endowment 
'or  the  Arts.  The  178,000- 

piece  mailing  went  to  - 

:hurch  leaders,  religious  media  outlets  and 
members  of  Congress.  It  excerpted  images  from 
works  shown  Jan.  23  through  March  4  at  Illi¬ 
nois  State  University  in  Normal,  Ill.,  with  par¬ 
tial  funding  from  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Arts. 


¥ 

Donald  Wildmon 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Ministering  in  two  crisis  situations 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 


Teen  suicides  hit  small-town  church 


What  are  a  United  Methodist 
pastor  and  congregation  to  do 
when  a  rash  of  teen-age  suicides 
brings  national  notoriety  to  their 
small  town? 


That’s  what  faces  the  Rev.  G. 
David  Deere  and  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Sheridan, 
Ark.  (population  3,200). 

A  suicide  in  an  llth  grade 


American  history  class  May  4 
brought  the  enormity  of  the 
problem  to  light. 

A  17-year-old  boy  stood  up  to 
address  the  class,  told  a  girl  he 
loved  her,  then  shot  himself  in 
the  head  with  a  .22-caliber  pistol. 
He  died  several  hours  later. 

Within  24  hours,  two  other 
Sheridan  High  School  boys  were 
dead  by  self-inflicted  gunshot 


wounds  to  the  head. 

Were  these  suicides  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  the  suicide  of  a  reportedly 
popular  and  attractive  17-year- 
old  Sheridan  boy  only  six  weeks 
earlier  (see  related  story)?  Or  was 
there  another  connection? 

No  common  thread  found 

“No  one  I  know  has  found  a 
common  thread,”  said  Mr.  Deere, 


Suicide:  Rates  are  rising 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Studies  show  that  adolescent  suicides  nationwide  have  increased 
sharply  over  the  last  generation  (see  UMR,  March  30). 

In  "Perspectives  on  Suicide,"  a  book  edited  by  United  Methodist 
seminary  professor  the  Rev.  James  T.  Clemons,  the  following  nation¬ 
al  findings  are  presented: 

t  The  suicide  rate  tripled  for  ages  10-19  since  the  1 950s. 

t  The  rate  doubled  for  15-19  age  group  since  the  1960s. 

t  Most  “at  risk"  group  are  white  males.  Weapon  of  choice:  a  gun. 

t  Suicides  often  occur  in  clusters  (suicides  grouped  closely  in  time 
and  space  that  may  be  “imitative”  of  a  first  suicide). 

“Imitative”  suicides  may  occur  when  an  attractive  person  that 
young  people  identify  with  commits  suicide,  according  to  Lucy  Da¬ 
vidson,  a  psychiatrist  on  the  faculty  of  United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University  School  of  Medicine  in  Atlanta. 

Media  coverage  may  make  the  young  suicide  victim  appear  to  be  a 
celebrity.  Dr.  Davidson  said.  To  other  young  people,  that  may  seem 
to  be  an  "award”  for  suicidal  behavior. 

“After  witnessing  an  elaborate  funeral  or  school  assembly,  young 
people  may  suspend  their  awareness  that  death  is  permanent  and  be 
swayed  by  fantasies  of  how  others  will  miss  them  or  be  sorry  for  mis¬ 
treating  them.” 


who  quickly  responded  to  the  ear- 
ly-May  crisis  by  counseling  dis¬ 
tressed  high  school  students  and 
others  in  the  community. 

The  problem  is  a  lot  worse 
than  has  been  reported,  Mr. 
Deere  said. 

“We’ve  had  several  deaths  by 
suicide  since  Jan.  23 — four  teen¬ 
agers,  several  adults,”  he  said. 
"We  had  four  attempts  by  adults 
in  the  eight  days  right  before  the 
youths,  one  fairly  serious  attempt 
within  the  church.” 

Mr.  Deere  said  that  an  element 
of  contagion  is  believed  to  ac¬ 
count  for  suicide  clusters. 

“The  best  explanation  I’ve 
heard,"  Mr.  Deere  said,  “came 
from  a  Little  Rock  pediatrician 
who  said,  ‘We  understand  that 
colds  are  contagious,  but  we  need 
to  realize  that  nothing  is  more 
contagious  than  human  emotions. 
In  the  emotional  situation  that 
surrounds  suicide,  people  who  are 
already  at  risk  are  pulled  into  sui¬ 
cide  themselves.’  ” 

Mr.  Deere  said,  “I  have  nothing 
to  go  on  but  his  own  impressions 
and  experiences,  but  I’m  afraid 
hopelessness  and  depression  are 
becoming  the  norm  in  the  1990s. 
It’s  not  the  acute  sort — people 
function — but  it  affects  everything 
they  do. 

“Not  everyone  is  suffering  from 
chronic  depression,  and  not  every¬ 
one  who  is  depressed  commits  sui¬ 
cide.  But  it  speaks  to  the 
emotional  and  spiritual  position 
of  many  of  our  people  today.” 


Pastor  caught  in  crossfire  of  intratribal  warfare 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

Spiritual  issues  are  at  the  heart 
of  the  decision  whether  to  have 
gambling  casinos  on  the  Akwe- 
sasne  Reservation  along  the  New 
York  border  with  Canada,  a 
United  Methodist  pastor  says. 

“We  are  hurting  spiritually," 
the  Rev.  Laurie  Smith  said.  “But 
people  are  so  polarized  that  they 
can’t  even  see  it’s  a  spiritual  issue, 
that  what  we’re  talking  about  is 
what’s  important  in  life.” 

New  York  state  police  patrols 
are  now  helping  keep  quiet  on 
the  Mohawk  reservation. 

Two  men  have  been  shot  to 
death.  Doug  George,  a  promi¬ 
nent  Mohawk  newspaper  editor, 
was  released  May  23  on  $  1 5,000 
bail  on  a  Canadian  second-de¬ 
gree  murder  charge  in  one  death. 

Numerous  people  have  been 
beaten,  some  severely  with  base¬ 
ball  bats.  Many  cars  have  been 
burned.  Homes  have  been  rid¬ 
dled  with  bullet  holes,  and  many 
Mohawk  people  have  been 
threatened  with  harm  and  gener¬ 
ally  terrorized. 


Ms.  Smith’s  two-point  charge 
includes  the  Hogansburg  United 
Methodist  Church  on  the  Mohawk 
Reservation — primarily  a  Native 
American  congregation — and  the 
Raquette  River  United  Methodist 
Church — primarily  non-Indian. 

"Some  of  the  traditional  chiefs 
have  been  a  real  source  of  spiri¬ 
tual  strength  for  me,”  Ms.  Smith 
said-.  “Without  them  I’d  feel  like 
I’m  out  there  wandering  by  my¬ 
self.  They’ve  been  grateful  for  the 
church’s  involvement,  and  some 
things  they’ve  said  have  really 
strengthened  me. 

“  ‘This  is  a  birthing  process; 
something  good  will  come  of  it  in 
the  end,’  some  of  the  traditional 
people  have  been  saying,  and  I 
believe  it,”  Ms.  Smith  said. 

Group  makes  'hit  list' 

One  pro-gambling  group,  a  self- 
proclaimed  “warrior  society,”  has 
prepared  a  so-called  “hit  list.”  It  is 
an  unprecedented  situation  of  Mo¬ 
hawk  against  Mohawk. 

Ms.  Smith's  name  was  on  a  war¬ 
rior  society  “hit  list,”  not  for  death, 


like  some,  but  for  harassment. 

One  Sunday  she  didn't  go  to 
preach  because  of  reported  dan¬ 
gers.  The  Rev.  Robert  J. 
McCune,  superintendent  of  the 
Saint  Lawrence  District  of  the 
North  Central  New  York  Annual 
Conference,  preached  at  Hogans¬ 
burg  church  that  Sunday. 

“Laurie  has  really  tried  to  min¬ 
ister  to  all  the  people,”  Dr. 
McCune  said.  “I  think  she’s  do¬ 
ing  a  super  job. 

“She  is  mature  beyond  her 
years  and  competent  beyond  her 
experience.  She’s  one  of  those 
hardworking  United  Methodist 
pastors  on  the  line." 

Ms.  Smith  said,  “Whatever  I 
do,  I  think  about  the  conse¬ 
quences  for  the  community  and 
for  myself,  and  1  have  to  be  true 
to  what  1  believe  because  I  have 
to  live  with  myself.  How  my  faith 
speaks  to  that  situation  is  how  I 
must  choose  to  act.” 

She  said  she  is  very  aware  that 
she  sometimes  receives  respect 
from  the  native  people  partially 
because  she  is  a  woman  pastor  in 
a  culture  that  historically  has 


been  directed  by  women  and  val¬ 
ues  spirituality  as  a  center  of  life. 

"Preaching  is  hard  because 
with  two  churches  I  need  to  be 
aware  of  and  sensitive  to  the 
needs  of  both  congregations  and 
yet  emphasize  clearly  that  the 
Gospel  is  about  love  and  justice 
and  compassion  and  reconcilia¬ 
tion,"  Ms.  Smith  said. 

“I've  been  encouraging  people 
to  see  other  people  as  individuals 
and  not  as  parts  of  factions.” 

People  need  safe  place 

With  great  sadness  in  her 
voice,  Ms.  Smith  said,  "People 
need  a  safe  place  to  be  who  they 
are,  and  there  isn’t  any  place  like 
that  right  now.  Some  of  us  hope 
the  church  can  open  up  and 
somehow  be  that  place.” 

When  she  thinks  of  the  Mo¬ 
hawk  reservation,  where  the  econ¬ 
omy  is  poor  and  no  quick  cures 
are  to  be  found,  Ms.  Smith  sighs. 

"When  this  is  all  over,”  she 
said,  "there’s  going  to  be  such  a 
tremendous  need  for  healing.  It’s 
good  and  important  for  the 
church  to  be  here." 


Church  offers  hope 

The  social  problem  isn’t  entirely 
spiritual,  Mr.  Deere  said,  but  it  has 
a  spiritual  dimension.  “The  church 
has  a  definite  word  of  promise  and 
hope  in  this,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Deere  and  his  congrega¬ 
tion  are  putting  that  word  on  the 
line.  For  example,  Mr.  Deere 
helped  start  a  support  group  for 
survivors  of  suicide. 

“The  families  are  helping  me 
set  this  up,"  he  said. 

Another  concern,  he  said,  is 
what  will  happen  when  school  is 
over  for  the  summer.  "That  is 
about  the  time  when  delayed  re¬ 
action  will  hit  the  kids,  when 
they  will  be  alone,"  he  said. 

With  seed  money  from  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  Annual  Conference  and 
transportation  donated  from  the 
Sheridan  schools,  Mr.  Deere  is 
working  with  others  in  the  com¬ 
munity  to  set  up  a  summer  activ¬ 
ities  program  for  youths. 

The  conference  funds  are  to 
pay  part  of  the  salary  for  Leah 
Ward,  a  senior  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Hendrix  College,  to 
administer  the  program.  Part  of 
her  responsibilities  will  be  to  rec¬ 
ognize  the  signs  of  any  seriously 
disturbed  youths. 


University  Senate  severs  church's  ties  with  Iowa  school 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  University 
Senate  has  severed  official  relations 
between  the  church  and  Teikyo 
Westmar  University  of  LeMars, 
Iowa. 

The  25-member  senate,  which  de¬ 


termines  whether  schools  can  be  of¬ 
ficially  listed  as  United 
Methodist-affiliated,  rejected,  in 
principle.  May  23  the  school’s  ac¬ 
tion  that  gave  one  man.  Dr.  Soichi 
Okinaga  of  Tokyo,  control  of  the  in¬ 
stitution. 

The  senate  then  voted  unanimous¬ 
ly  to  remove  Teikyo  Westmar  from 


the  roll  of  125  UM-related  universi¬ 
ties,  colleges  and  seminaries. 

That  action  will  deny  United 
Methodist  funding  to  the  school, 
which  was  scheduled  to  receive  up 
to  $94,000  from  the  Iowa  Annual 
Conference  and  up  to  $54,000  from 
the  Nebraska  Annual  Conference 
during  1990. 


Team  investigates  school 

The  University  Senate  decision  was 
based  on  the  report  of  an  investigating 
team  that  visited  the  school  (see 
UMR,  March  30)  and  on  testimonies 
of  the  Rev.  Arthur  W.  Richardson, 
Teikyo  Westmar  president,  and  Bish¬ 
op  Rueben  P.  Job  (Iowa  Area). 

Control  of  the  university  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Okinaga 
when  the  the  former  Westmar  Col¬ 
lege  board  of  trustees  approved  the 
school’s  reorganization  March  3 
(see  UMR.  March  16). 

Articles  and  bylaws  approved  by 
the  trustees  named  Dr.  Okinaga  as 
sole  member  of  the  new  corporation 
and  gave  him  the  power  to  appoint 
a  nine-member  board  of  trustees — 
cut  from  37  elected  members. 

(Dr.  Okinaga,  founder  of  Teikyo 
University,  with  campuses  in  Japan 
and  other  countries,  pledged  a 
$4.15  million  investment  in  the 
Iowa  schor’,.  Westmar  College  has 
been  in  debt  for  several  years.) 

Issue  involves  governance 

Bishop  Job,  a  member  of  the 
Westmar  College  board  of  trustees 
who  cast  a  dissenting  vote  at  the 
March  3  meeting,  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service  he  op¬ 
posed  the  realignment  with  the  Jap¬ 
anese  university  because 
"democratic  governance  and 
church-relatedness  seemed  no  long¬ 
er  important." 

“In  face-to-face  conversations 
with  Dr.  Okinaga,"  Bishop  Job 
said,  “he  indicated  that  neither  af¬ 
filiation  with  the  church  nor  even 
religion  was  important  to  him. 


“It  was  hard  for  me  to  see  how 
he.  as  the  person  who  now  has  ulti¬ 
mate  control  of  the  school,  could  be 
a  strong  advocate  for  the  Christian 
principles  the  school  espoused." 

The  University  Senate  said  that 
while  The  United  Methodist 
Church  “affirms  international  and 
intercultural  education.”  colleges 
and  universities  in  this  country  “do 
not  place  ultimate  power  in  one 
person.” 

Bishop  Job  is  an  alumnus  of 
Westmar  College.  It  had  been  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church  before  that 
denomination  merged  with  The 
Methodist  Church  in  1968. 

Bishop  Job  said  he  and  many  oth¬ 
ers  felt  a  sense  of  loss  about  the  situ¬ 
ation  “because  a  tradition  that  was 
important  to  a  major  section  of  the 
church  has  been  given  away.” 

Dr.  Richardson  told  the  Report¬ 
er,  “I  think  a  very  serious  judgment 
has  been  made  on  an  unprecedent¬ 
ed  opportunity  for  the  church  in 
higher  education.  Unfortunately, 
we  were  judged  guilty  before  we  had 
time  to  negotiate  the  concerns  of 
the  investigating  team  regarding  a 
one-member  corporation.” 


Arthur  Richardson 


. . .  'no  time  to  negotiate’  guilty 
An  appeal  of  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate  decision.  Dr.  Richardson  said, 
could  prove  an  “exercise  in  frustra¬ 
tion,  so  we  are  leaning  toward  not 
appealing." 


DISCOVER  PEOPLE  WHO 
ARE  CHANGING  THE  WORLD 


We  invite  you  to  watch  Catch  the  Spirit  and  see  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  working  today  through  United  Methodists  worldwide. 

Catch  the  Spirit  is  telecast  weekly  over  these  satellite  networks  as 
well  as  a  number  oflocal  cable  and  broadcast  television  oudets: 


VI8N- Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network 
(Satcom  3R,  Transponder  5) 

Tuesday,  7:30  pm  ET 
Wednesday,  2:30  pm  ET 
Thursday,  9:00  am  ET 

CTNA-Catholic  Telecommunications  Network  of 
America 

(Wests tar  5,  Transponder  13) 

Monday,  1:30  pm  ET  and  locally 
scheduled  times 

To  find  whether  Catch  the  Spirit  is  available  in  your  area, 
contact  your  local  cable  system. 

For  additional  information  yon  may  write: 


A CT8 -American  Christian  Television  System 
(Galaxy  IE,  Transponder  7) 

Sunday,  1 1 .00  am  ET 
Thursday,  10:00  am  ET 
Friday,  1:00  pm  &  7:00  pm  ET 

A  VN-Altemate  View  Network 
(Satcom  3,  Transponder  12) 

Sunday,  7:30  am  ET 

Catch  the  Spirit 

^the  united  methodist  church 

P.O.  Box  120  •  Nashville,  TN  17202-0)20 
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Faith 

^connections 

SOCIAL  ACTION:  The  independent 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action  recently 
presented  its  1990  social  action  awards.  The 
Rev.  Jimmy  Creech,  pastor  of  Fairmont  UMC 
in  Raleigh,  N.C.,  was  honored  for  his  opposi¬ 
tion  to  violence  against  gays  and  lesbians.  Con¬ 
gregations  recognized  for  their  spiritually  based 
social  outreach  were  Dumbarton  UMC  in 
Washington  and  St.  John’s  UMC  in  Baltimore. 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May  received  an  award  honor¬ 
ing  the  Episcopal  initiative  on  Drugs  and  Vio¬ 
lences,  to  which  he  has  been  assigned  for  one 
year. 

LOOKING  AHEAD:  Two  major  re¬ 
search  projects  under  way  targeting  United 
Methodist  laity — including  youth — and  clergy 
are  expected  to  reveal  what  church  members 
think  of  the  church  and  what  the  future  holds. 
One  study  asks  respondents  to  list  the  three  ma¬ 
jor  societal  and  denominational  issues  most 
likely  to  impact  the  church  by  2001.  Another 
survey  titled  “We’re  Listening,"  is  placed  in  the 
May-June  issue  of  "The  Interpreter,”  the  offi¬ 
cial  program  journal  of  the  church.  The  survey 
asks  respondents  to  choose  a  1993-96  General 
Conference  theme  or  special  program  to  empha¬ 
size;  possible  topics  for  a  new  theme;  and 
whether  their  local  congregation  used  the  “Cele¬ 
brate  and  Witness”  observance  designated  for 
the  1988-92  quadrennium.  The  surveys  are  be¬ 
ing  conducted  by  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 


EXECUTIVE  NAMED:  The  Founda¬ 
tion  for  Evangelism  has  named  the  Rev.  Curtis 
R.  Schofield  as  its  vice  pres-  I 
ident  for  development.  Dr. 

Schofield  is  a  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  Hiwassee  College. 

Most  recently  he  has  served 
as  pastor  of  St.  John  UMC 
in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  The 
foundation,  headquartered 
in  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  I 
funds  evangelism  professor¬ 
ships  at  United  Methodist 
yearly  evangelism  awards  to  clergy  and  laity  and 
funds  six  regional  schools  of  evangelism  staffed 
by  the  evangelism  section  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship.  The  foundation  is  affiliated 
with  that  board. 


Curtis  R.  Schofield 

seminaries,  gives 


CURRICULUM  SURVEY:  Local 

church  pastors,  teachers  and  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  directors  are  among  10,000  officials  being 
asked  to  evaluate  the  readability,  style,  format 
and  content  of  United  Methodist  curriculum. 
Included  in  the  survey  are  United  Methodist 
periodicals,  print  and  audio-visual  resources. 
Materials  are  developed  by  the  church’s  Curric¬ 
ulum  Resources  Committee  made  up  of  clergy 
and  lay  representatives  elected  from  across  the 
church. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Faith  at  work 


Apple  gives  church  unique  outreach 


Special-needs  children ,  adults 


By  |OHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Minjtging  Editor 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas — An 
Apple  symbolizes  the  core  of 
University  United  Methodist 
Church. 


The  computer — Apple  by 
name — sits  not  in  the  church  of¬ 
fice  but  in  an  eight-room  center 
that  bustles  with  special  education 
classes  three  times  a  week  and 
doubles  as  Sunday  school  space  on 
Sunday  mornings.  Not  just  one 


' compute '  through  UMYF  volunteer  tutors 


computer,  either,  but  eight. 

This  fast-growing  congregation 
of  1,600-plus  members  is  one  of 
38  sites  across  the  country — the 
only  one  in  a  church,  by  the 
way — in  the  Alliance  for  Tech¬ 
nology  Access.  That’s  a  national 


computer-linked  network  de¬ 
signed  for  children  and  adults 
with  handicapping  conditions. 

A  grant  from  Apple  Computer 
Corp.  last  year  helped  the  church 
create  and  equip  this  center  for 
special  ministries.  Through  the 


Major  donation  places  UMR's  Foundation 
more  than  halfway  to  goal  of  $4  million 


DALLAS — A  $300,000  commitment  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  M. 
Bruce  of  Dallas  pushed  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  building 
fund  total  over  $2  million,  half  of  a  $4  million  goal  to  erect  a 
new  Communications  Center  debt  free  and  to  endow  its  main¬ 
tenance.  With  the  Bruces  are,  left,  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dun- 
nam  III,  the  newspaper's  editor  and  chief  executive,  and  their 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Jim  Kimmel  Brown  Jr.  of  Lake  Highlands  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 


DALLAS — A  new  United 
Methodist  Reporter  Communi¬ 
cations  Center  moved  a  giant 
step  closer  to  reality  last  week  as 
the  result  of  a  $300,000  commit¬ 
ment  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
M.  Bruce  of  Dallas. 

Their  gift  pushes  the  Report¬ 
er’s  building  fund  total  past  $2 
million,  the  halfway  mark  in  pur¬ 
suit  of  a  $4  million  goal  to  erect 
the  new  Communications  Center 
debt  free  and  to  endow  its  main¬ 
tenance. 

Announcement  of  the  Bruces’ 
gift  by  UMR  Editor  and  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 
highlighted  the  May  21  meeting 
of  the  UMR  Foundation  board. 

This  was  the  Bruces’  second 
major  gift  to  the  Reporter.  They 
sold  their  business,  Applied  En¬ 
ergy  Products,  last  year  and  es¬ 
tablished  a  $1  million  unitrust 
with  part  of  the  proceeds  from 
the  sale.  The  Reporter  was 
named  as  an  eventual  recipient 
of  20  percent  of  that  trust. 

Mr.  Bruce  said  their  additional 
gift  for  construction  of  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  new  facility  is  motivated 
in  part  by  “a  desire  to  see  some 
good  accomplished  with  our  gifts 
while  we  are  still  alive.” 

Another  key  factor,  Mrs.  Bruce 
added,  is  that  their  gift  pushes 
the  building  fund  to  the  level  re¬ 
quired  by  the  UMR  Governing 
Board  for  architectural  plans  to 
be  completed,  ground  broken 
and  construction  started. 

“We’re  ready  to  see  it  started,” 
Mr.  Bruce  said  as  other  board 
members  applauded. 

“And  so  is  everyone  here  at  the 
Reporter,”  Dr.  Dunnam  re¬ 
sponded. 

The  $2  million  in  gifts  and 
pledges  is  the  level  at  which  sev¬ 
eral  major  foundations  have  in¬ 
dicated  they  would  be  receptive 
to  receiving  a  proposal  for  sup¬ 
port  of  the  building  project,  said 


the  Rev.  John  Flynn,  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter 
Foundation. 

The  Bruces  are  charter  mem¬ 
bers  of  Lake  Highlands  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 
Their  interest  in  the  Reporter 
was  encouraged  by  their  pastor, 
the  Rev., Jim  Kimmel  Brown  Jr., 
and  by  Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake  of 
Dallas,  who  serves  on  the  UMR 
Foundation  board. 

A  previously  announced  major 
gift  by  Mrs.  Arthur  Wilson  of 
Houston  put  the  campaign  near 
enough  to  the  halfway  point  that 
the  Bruces’  gift  pushed  it  over. 
Both  Mr.  Bruce  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
serve  on  the  UMR  Foundation 
board. 

And  both  their  gifts  were  cele¬ 


brated  at  last  week’s  meeting. 

Alex  Bickley,  a  Dallas  attorney 
who  chairs  the  UMR  Foundation 
Board,  reminded  the  group  that 
many  persons  had  doubted  the 
Reporter’s  ability  to  attract  gifts 
outside  its  operating  budget. 

“We’ve  shown  we  can  do  it. 
Now  we  need  to  finish  the  job," 
Mr.  Bickley  said. 

With  the  $2  million  reached,  a 
building  committee  made  up 
jointly  of  representatives  from 
the  UMR  Governing  Board  and 
UMR  Foundation  Board  has 
been  created. 

Ground  breaking  on  land  the 
Reporter  owns  in  Lone  Star  Park 
west  of  downtown  Dallas  is  ex¬ 
pected  later  this  year. 

Chairing  the  building  commit¬ 


tee  will  be  David  Lee  Rooke,  a 
United  Methodist  layman  from 
Kerrville,  Texas. 

Mr.  Rooke  is  the  former  chief 
executive  of  Dow  Chemical 
U.S.A. 

Others  named  to  the  building 
committee  include  the  chairs  of 
the  three  boards  involved  in  the 
Reporter’s  governance:  Mr.  Bick¬ 
ley  as  chair  of  the  UMR  Founda¬ 
tion  Board;  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint 
of  Houston,  chair  of  the  United 
Methodist  Communications 
Council  of  Texas  and  New  Mexi¬ 
co;  and  the  Rev.  Lycurgus  M. 
Starkey  Jr.  of  St.  Louis,  chair  of 
the  UMR  Governing  Board. 

Others  named  from  the  UMR 
Foundation  Board  are  Mr. 
Bruce;  G.W.  James  Jr.  of  Ruston, 
La.,  chairman  of  the  T.L.  James 
Co,  a  family  business  specializing 
in  highway  construction,  and 
Mrs.  Wilson. 

Others  named  from  the  UMR 
Governing  Board  are  the  Rev. 
Wayne  Fesmire  of  Paducah,  Ky. 
(Memphis  Conference),  the  Rev. 
Paul  Schrading  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
(Western  Pennsylvania  Confer¬ 
ence),  the  Rev.  Don  Sperber  of 
Golden,  Colo.  (Rocky  Mountain 
Conference),  and  the  Rev.  Vance 
Summers  of  Columbus,  Ohio 
(West  Ohio  Conference). 

The  UMR  Foundation  board 
also  created  three  standing  com¬ 
mittees. 

They  are: 

■  Development,  Strategy  and 
Implementation,  chaired  by  Mr. 
James. 

■  Recruitment  and  Recogni¬ 
tion,  chaired  by  Joseph  Kordick 
of  Palm  City,  Fla.,  a  retired  vice 
president  of  the  Ford  Motor  Co. 

■  Investment  and  Finance, 
chaired  by  Gerald  K.  Homung  of 
Woodstock,  Vt.,  investment  con¬ 
sultant  and  former  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Pensions. 


national  computer  network, 
workers  at  University  Church 
can  call  on  expertise  at  any  of  the 
other  37  sites. 

Adults — some  needing  special- 
education  help,  others  bringing 
their  children  for  such  help — 
come  to  the  center  at  the  spacious- 
but-bulging  church  on  Monday 
and  Friday  mornings.  Adult  vol¬ 
unteers  work  with  them. 

Wednesday  nights  are  even 
more  special,  though.  That’s 
when  some  35  special-needs  chil¬ 
dren  and  youths — pre-school 
through  teen-age — come  to  be 
paired  one-on-one  with  United 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship 
members  in  a  combination  learn- 
and-play  time  under  trained 
adult  volunteers’  supervision. 

Dee  Dee  Sedgwick,  director  of 
youth  and  special  ministries,  says 
one  beauty  of  the  program  is  that 
it  allows  youths  to  be  in  a  mis¬ 
sion-oriented  personal  ministry 
during  a  difficult  time  in  their 
own  lives — junior  and  senior 
years  in  high  school. 

“The  spirit  of  God  is  so  preva¬ 
lent  here,”  she  said.  “We  keep 
looking  for  miracles  God  has 
provided.” 

Her  assessment  typifies  the 
whole  church. 

The  1,200-seat  sanctuary, 
opened  on  Christmas  Eve  1988, 
features  massive  stained-glass 
windows  designed,  as  one  bro¬ 
chure  puts  it,  “to  teach  the  fun¬ 
damentals  of  the  faith.”  The 
worshiping  congregation’s 
newest  focal  point,  installed  this 
spring,  is  a  tracker-action  organ. 

With  a  five-acre  site  on  a  ma¬ 
jor  artery,  moments  from  an  in¬ 
terstate  highway.  University 
UMC  has  room  to  grow. 

"The  Church  Aflame"  series 
features  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  of  all  sizes  that  are  grow¬ 
ing  numerically,,  shouldering  their 
fair  share  of  the  denomination's 
financial  obligations  and  offering 
outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities.  To  nominate  a 
church  write  "Church  Aflame," 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


People  called - 

united  Methodist 


A  California  United  Methodist 
leader  of  church  women  was  recent¬ 
ly  crowned  Mrs.  Senior  America 
1990. 

Surrounded  by  reporters  and 
photographers  following  her  vic¬ 
tory,  68-year-old  Jane  Lindsey  of 
Santa  Ana  said,  “It  is  never  too  late. 
Inner  beauty  is  what  counts.” 

Mrs.  Lindsey  won  the  title  from  a 
field  of  30  contestants  scored  by 
seven  judges  on  private  interviews, 
inner  beauty,  evening  gown  and  tal¬ 
ent. 

In  talent  competition,  Mrs.  Lind¬ 
sey,  a  professional  violinist  who  has 
played  with  NBC  studio  orchestras, 
was  accompanied  at  the  piano  by 
her  husband  of  46  years,  Douglas. 

Mrs.  Lindsey  is  a  member  of  Gar¬ 
den  Grove  United  Methodist  Church 
where  she  is  president  of  United 
Methodist  Women.  She  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  old  Southern  Califomia- 
Arizona  conference  Women’s  Society 
of  Christian  Service  and  Wesleyan 


Service  Guild  during  creation  of  the 
present  United  Methodist  Women  in 
nearly  500  local  churches  in  10  dis¬ 
tricts  in  1970-73. 

Mrs.  Lindsey  has  served  on  the 
national  board  df  managers  for 
Church  Women  United  (1977-79). 
In  1981-82  she  became  the  first 
woman  and  second  layperson  to 
serve  as  president  of  the  Southern 
California  Council  of  Churches  in 
its  68  year  history.  She  was  also 
president  of  the  California  Council 
of  Churches  in  1 980-8 1 . 

Among  the  many  honors  she  has 
received  are  the  1982  “Valiant  Wom¬ 
an  Award”  of  the  Church  Women 
United  and  the  1990  Volunteer  of 
the  Year  Award  by  the  American 
College  of  Health  Care  Administra¬ 
tors  (California  Chapter). 

In  the  Mrs.  Senior  America  Pag¬ 
eant,  Mrs.  Lindsey  summed  up  her 
philosophy  of  life  by  saying,  “In  any 
situation,  I  can  choose  joy  or  de¬ 
spair.  I  choose  joy,  for  I  love  life!” 


Mrs.  lane  Lindsey 
. . .  wins  title 


Diaconal  ministry 
classes  are  offered 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — The  Scarritt-Ben- 
nett  Center  in  Nashville,  owned  by 
the  United  Methodist  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision,  is  offering  a  diverse  group  of 
summer  classes. 

Candidates  for  diaconal  ministry 
and  church  certification  in  specific 
areas  of  ministry,  and  persons  inter¬ 
ested  in  child  advocacy,  African 
music  and  the  environment  are  tar¬ 
geted  for  enrollment  in  courses  and 
workshops  being  offered  in  July. 

Cooperating  with  United  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio, 
the  center  will  offer  courses  ranging 
from  Old  Testament  to  directing 
handbell  choirs  July  14-28,  said  Jo¬ 
sephine  Huang,  director  of  studies 
at  the  Scarritt-Bennett  Center. 


HAVE  YOU  CONSIDERED.... 

The  Real  Cost  Of  Your  Current  Church  Newsletter 

•  Paper,  Supplies 

•  Labels 

•  Copy/Printing  Expense 

•  Postage 

•  Secretary’s  Time 

•  Pastor/Associate's  Time 

TOTAL 

As  you  are  planning  your  1990  budget,  consider  the  hidden  costs  of  pro¬ 
ducing  your  church  newsletter  Expenses  are  usually  spread  out  in  differ¬ 
ent  sections  of  your  church  budget  so  you  don’t  actually  see  the  total 
cost.  When  you  add  up  these  real  costs  you  may  discover  that  a  weekly 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  or  biweekly  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Review  can  actually  provide  significant  savings  for 
your  local  church.  Plus,  a  UMR  edition  frees  up  valuable  staff  and  secre¬ 
tarial  time  which  can  be  redirected  to  other  parts  of  your  mission  and 
ministry.  Give  us  a  call  and  let  us  help  you  compare  costs! 

Call  collect  or  write  to: 

Ron  Adams,  Marketing  Executive,  UMR  Special  Editions,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser- 

.t-_  - *-- -  - 25  , 


lion,  S2S  minimum  charge  for  up  to 
•  1  . .  ial  ’ 


words. 

Blind  ads  SI0  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 


WANTED:  EXPERIENCED  PROGRAM  Director, 
full  or  part-time.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume: 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1185,  La- 
Porte,  TX  77572. 


DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Full-time 
position  responsible  total  youth/adult  education  pro¬ 
gram.  Resume/references:  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church.  306  W.  Wisconsin  Ave.,  DeLand,  FL  32720, 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  EPWORTH  VILLAGE 
United  Methodist  Retirement  Home,  Hialeah,  Flori¬ 
da.  290  Unit  ACLF  plus  120  bed  skilled-care  nursing 
unit  seeks  licensed,  experienced,  CEO  with  graduate 
degree  in  health  administration  or  geriatrics.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  William  S.  Barnes,  400  Biscayne  Boule- 
vard,  Miami,  FL  33132.  (305)  371-4706. 


1 800-MEMBER  MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH  seeking 
Christian  Education  Director.  Full-time  position  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  total  adult  and  youth  education  pro- 

K.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Port  Charlotte 
fd  Methodist  Church,  21075  Qucsada  Avenue, 
Port  Charlotte,  FL  33952.  Phone  Rev.  Wayne  John¬ 
son  or  Karen  Wenck  at  (8 1 3)  625-4356. 


MINISTER,  DIRECTOR,  YOUTH/COLLEGE 
Age,  growing  2400-member  church,  Chicago 
suburb.  Youth  ministry  experience,  commit¬ 
ment.  Current  strong  program.  Resume/refer¬ 
ences:  Grace  UMC,  300  E.  Gartner,  Naperville, 
1L  80540,  (708)  355-1 748. 


BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  NEEDED  for  rap¬ 
idly  growing  suburban  Atlanta,  Georgia  congregation 
approaching  2,000  members.  Primary  responsibilities 
include  finance,  property/equipment,  food  service, 
personnel  and  office  management;  direct  supervision 
of  four  people.  Minimum  requirements:  business  or 
finance  degree  with  experience  in  business/church 
management;  financial  orientation  preferred.  Send 
resumes  and  references  to:  Hiring  Coordinator,  9820 
Nesbit  Ferry  Road,  Alpharetta,  GA  30201 , 


PEACHTREE  ROAD  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church,  Atlanta  Georgia  is  accepting  applications  for 
full-time  Director  of  Youth  and  Student  Ministries. 
Said  resume  to:  Chairperson,  Youth  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  3180  Peachtree  Road,  NE,  Atlanta,  GA 
30363. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  NORTH  FLORIDA 
for  a  full-time  Director  of  Christian  Education. 
Church  of  1 300  members.  Prefer  certified  Christian 
education  with  experience.  Salary  and  benefits  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  to:  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 
Church,  Attn:  Dick  Hadaway,  8264  Lone  Star  Road, 
Jacksonville,  FL  322 1 1 .  


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  organist- 
director  of  full  choral  program.  Salary  negotiable 
from  $25,000.  Position  description  available.  Search 
Committee,  Court  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
2 1 5  N-  Court,  Rockford,  IL  6 1 1 07, 


ASSOCIATE  CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  Director 
for  dicipleship  ministries  including  youth  and  camp¬ 
ing;  Pacific  Northwest  Conference;  $36,000.  Re¬ 
sumes  and  references  by  July  1  to:  Ed  Hersh,  2112- 
3rd  Ave.,  Suite  300,  Seattle,  WA  98121.  Affirmative 
Action,  EOE. 


BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS!  New  and 
used —  Champion.  Call:  American  TransCoach  to¬ 
day.  (817)458-4844.  < 


FOR  SALE,  USED  66  PASSENGER  BUS.  All  seats 
have  belts,  rebuilt  engine,  good  tires,  overall  condi¬ 
tion  is  excellent.  Contact:  River  Hills  Community 
Church,  104  Hamilton’s  Feny  Rd.,  Lake  Wylie.  SC 
297IOorcall  (803)  831-1615.  


WANTED:  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  MUSIC 
Director  combination.  Salary  negotiable.  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Box  250,  Slaton,  TX  79364. 
Phone:  (806)  828-6284. 


I  AM  A  CONTRACTOR  WHO  WILL  supervise 
your  skilled  and  unskilled  volunteers  and  will  coordi¬ 
nate  the  building  of  your  new  church  or  addition. 
Save  many,  many  thousands  of  dollars.  Prefer  New 
England.  Reasonable  rates.  References  furnished. 
Call:  (401)  322-1632  after  5:30  p.m.  or  write  to: 
Bruce  P.  Loeckler,  151  Sunset  Drive,  Charlestown, 
RI 02813. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries. 
2200-member  church.  Responsible  for  total  program 
development  and  implementation.  Building  puns  for 
new  activity  center  will  provide  facilities  Tor  an  ex¬ 
panding  youth  program.  Lay  or  ordained  person  ac¬ 
ceptable.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Benefits  available.  Resume:  Dr.  Richard  Yost,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1 10  E.  New  Haven  Ave., 
Melbourne,  FL  32901-4596. 


AT  LAST...INSTANT  ACCESS  to  Bible  actions. 

Label  every  book  in  the  Bible,  from  Genesis  to  Reve¬ 
lations  with  this  complete  indexing  system.  Big,  bold 
tabs  direct  you  to  the  page  you  need  without  losing  a 
minute  of  time.  Set  of  64  includes  tabs  for  the  New 
and  Old  Testaments.  Made  from  durable  vinyl  for 
years  of  use.  Packed  in  a  folder.  Excellent  for  fund¬ 
raisers  or  gifts.  Only  $4.96  per  set.  Shipping  informa¬ 
tion:  $4.95-$  14.85  add  $1.50;  $19.86-$29.70  add 
$2.50;  $34.65-$49.50  add  $3.50.  ESW  Enterprises, 
8306  Wilshire  Blvd.  #27,  Beverly  Hills,  CA  9021 1. 


“CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT  IS  NEVER  Christian.” 
Making  necessary  distinctions  present  in  scriptural 
punishment  and  the  teachings  of  Jesus  and  Paul. 
10,000  word  booklet  $1.50.  Ray’s  Study,  Box  5435, 
Midland,  TX  79704. 


CENTRAL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  in 
Decatur,  Alabama  is  seeking  a  Director  of  Christian 
Education  with  emphasis  on  children,  adult  and  fam¬ 
ily  ministries.  Salary  is  dependent  upon  applicant's 
education,  skills,  and  experience.  Address  inquiries 
and  resumes  to:  Central  United  Methodist  Church, 
616  Jackson  St.,  SE,  Decatur,  AL  35601.  Telephone: 
(205)  353-6941. 


CANOE  THE  SCENIC  ILLINOIS  RIVER  at  Arrow¬ 
head  Camp  in  Oklahoma.  A  free  canoe  trip  for  the 
sponsor  or  a  group  of  16  or  more  people.  Please  call 
1-800-749-1 140  for  reservations. 


NORTHERN  LIGHT  UNITED  CHURCH  (Ju¬ 
neau,  Alaska)  is  accepting  applications  for  full-time 
director  of  youth  ministry  and  coordinator  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education —  lead  youth  fellowships,  train,  sup¬ 
port  lay  staff,  Christian  education,  Sunday  School, 
etc.  To  start  this  summer.  Resume:  Staff  Parish  Rela¬ 
tions  Committee,  Northern  Light  United  Church, 
Box  20186,  Juneau,  AK  99802-0186. 


KJLGEN  PIPE  ORGAN.  Self-contained  2  rank  +  , 
reconditioned.  Good  for  home,  church,  music  depart¬ 
ment.  Accepting  bids.  Rev.  Dick  Phillips,  Rt.  2,  Box 
877,  Tyler,  TX  75704,  (2 1 4)  592-7 1 83. 


FOR  SALE  WOODED  MOUNTTAN  LOT.  Chris¬ 
tian  renewal  center  community.  North  Georgia 
mountains.  Accessible,  secure,  excellent  building 
sites.  $  1 7,500.  Information:  (404)  957-768 1 . 


ASBURY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
Wichita,  is  accepting  application  for  Youth  Minister. 
Will  consider  either  full  or  part-time.  Also,  applica¬ 
tions  are  being  accepted  for  the  part-time  position  of 
Director  of  Cnristian  Education.  Both  positions  are 
available  now.  Persons  may  apply  by  contacting: 
Rev.  Tom  Smith.  Pastor,  2801  W.  15th,  Wichita,  KS 
67203.  Telephone:  (316)942-1491. 


NEW  YORK  THANKSGIVING  THEATER  Tour. 
Three  shows,  Macy’s  Parade,  slay  at  Waldorf  Astoria 
Hotel.  Dr.  Edward  E.  Laux,  6247  Annapolis,  Dallas, 
TX  75214.  (214)  368-7026. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  wanted  for  large 
1800-member  suburban  church.  Christ-oriented  ac¬ 
tive  youth  program  in  place.  Position  available  im¬ 
mediately.  Send  resume  with  references  to:  Search 
Committee,  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church, 
1314  Foulk  Road,  Wilmington,  DE  1 9803. 


AIDS:  PWAs,  PWARCs,  HIV  +  ,  how  is  the  church 
treating  you?  Arc  you  aware  of  what  assistance  is 
available?  The  Oklahoma  CCOM  AIDS  Task  Force 
is  seeking  input  and  continuing  correspondence  from 
PWAs,  PWARCs,  and  HIV  +  regarding  church’s 
role  in  the  AIDS  Pandemic.  We  would  like  copies  of 
worship  resources  related  to  the  AIDS  issue.  AH  re¬ 
sponses  absolutely  confidential!  Send  responses: 
Oklahoma  CCOM  AIDS  Task  Force,  Box  60126, 
Oklahoma  City,  OK  73146-0126.  Please  include 
name  and  address  for  future  correspondence. 


VACATION  HOME  IN  BEAUTIFUL  Estes  Park, 
Colorado.  Two  bedrooms,  two  baths,  lake  view,  close 
to  Rocky  Mountain  National  Park.  $320.00/wcek. 
Call:  (307)  742-8204. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely 
furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525  four  weeks, 
Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Cal¬ 
houn,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704) 
627-6067. 627-9507. 


MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church.  Fill 
your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a 
trained  professional.  Outstanding  persons  available 
Free  service.  Church  Musicians  National  Referral 
Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36,  Huntington,  WV  25706- 
0036. 


UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  stitcherics. 
Make  items  for  church,  home,  bazaar,  gifts.  Catalog 
$1.00  (refundable  with  first  order).  Nancy  Designs, 
424R  East  Sixth,  Blue  Earth,  MN  56013. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 
Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pas¬ 
tor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504) 
488-0856. 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confi¬ 
dential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808,  Ful¬ 
ton,  TX  78358. 


COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits,  fab¬ 
rics.  Stoles,  paraments,  etc.  Brochure/fabric  swatches 
$3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  available  for  meet¬ 
ings.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E  Tabor  Rd..  Philadelphia, 
PA  19120.  (215)329-7321. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and  stay  at  Kel¬ 
ler’s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  to  160). 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned  lodging,  swim¬ 
ming,  $9.00  tickets,  grilled  burger  cook  out,  and 
breakfast.  All  for  $24.00  each!  Call:  (501)  253-8418 
today! 


THE  YELLOWSTONE  CONFERENCE  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  taking  applications  for 
the  position  of  a  Council  Director  with  a  portfolio  in 
youth  and  camping.  Job  descriptions,  applications 
and  benefits  can  be  obtained  from  Dennis  Reese, 
Box  605,  Superior,  MT  59872.  The  deadline  for  in- 
quiries  is  July  I,  1990. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
Ministries  for  large  and  active  program.  Address  in¬ 
quiries  to:  Dr.  James  R.  McCormick,  Parkway 
Heights  United  Methodist  Church,  2420  Hardy 
Street,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401,  (601)  544-7873. 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  1700-MEMBER  CHURCH 
going  from  part-time  to  full-time  ministry.  Program 
currently  includes  adult,  youth,  children's  choirs,  and 
handbells.  Experience  and  master's  degree  or  better 
preferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  315 
East  Chester  Street,  Jackson,  TN  38301. 
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Vets  to  compete  in  Moscow  marathon 

UM  runner  finds  ' healing  power  of  God '  can  make  a  difference  in  the  world 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  group  of  Viet¬ 
nam  veterans  will  run,  walk  or  push 
wheelchairs  alongside  a  group  of 
Soviet  Afghan  veterans  during  a 
peace  marathon  Aug.  1  1  in 
Moscow. 

One  runner  in  the  marathon — 
which  draws  participants  from 
more  than  50  countries — will  be 
Fred  Putcha,  a  member  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Santa 
Rosa,  Calif. 

Of  Russian  descent,  he  happens 
to  be  chairman  of  the  “Vet  to  Vet” 
project. 

He  is  still  looking  for  other  veter¬ 
ans  to  participate  in  the  trip,  that 
will  include  a  weeklong  visit  in  a 
second  Soviet  city,  hosted  by  local 
veterans  of  the  Afghanistan  war. 

Vietnam  veterans  have  discov¬ 
ered  a  link  with  their  Soviet  coun¬ 
terparts,  according  to  Mr.  Putcha. 
Both  served  in  unpopular  wars  and 
both  experience  two  to  three  times 
the  normal  rate  of  alcoholism,  drug 
abuse  and  suicide,  he  said. 


The  tragedy  “is  the  continued  ne¬ 
glect  and  abuse  (of  veterans)  by  so¬ 
ciety  since  the  end  of  the  war,”  he 
added. 

Didn't  deal  with  wounds 

Mr.  Putcha  served  four  tours  of 
duty  as  a  naval  officer  in  Vietnam 
in  1965-70.  Like  many  vets,  he  did 
not  deal  with  the  “wounds  of  the 
spirit  and  the  soul”  that  grew  out  of 
Vietnam. 

"For  me,  it  sat  there  and  festered 
for  15  year,”  he  explained.  A  trip  to 
the  Vietnam  War  Memorial  in 
Washington  re-opened  the  wounds. 

“I  started  crying  and  could  not 
stop.  I  knew  right  then  I  had  a  lot  of 
unfinished  healing  to  do.” 

In  1985,  Mr.  Putcha  was  part  of  a 
project  that  brought  a  replica  of  the 
memorial  wall  to  Santa  Rosa.  At  the 
close  of  the  replica’s  Santa  Rosa 
display,  he  decided  the  only  true 
memorial  for  those  who  died  in 
Vietnam  was  his  making  “a  person¬ 
al  commitment  for  peace.” 

Mr.  Putcha  said  he  has  learned  to 
open  himself  “to  the  healing  power 


Women  confer  at  the  summit 

Talking  over  a  point  in  East-West  relations  during  the  recent  Soviet-American  Women's  Summit  in 
Chevy  Chase,  Md.,  are,  from  left,  Alice  Emmanuel,  United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society; 
Lois  Allen,  United  Methodist  Women;  Galina  Mikhailovna,  Moscow  sociologist;  and  Nine  Be¬ 
lyaeva,  Moscow  journalist  and  educator. 


Eastern  Europe, 
South  Africa 
request  funds 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


DAYTON,  Ohio — The  effects  of 
toppled  Communist  regimes  in 
Eastern  Europe  and  the  prison  re¬ 
lease  of  Nelson  Mandela  have  been 
reflected  in  requests  for  support 
through  United  Methodism’s  Ad¬ 
vance  Fund  for  1991-92. 

“While  the  Berlin  wall  and  new 
democratic  governments  are  open¬ 
ing  up  in  Eastern  Europe,  a  flood¬ 
gate  of  funding  requests  through  the 
Advance  has  a|so  opened  up,”  said 
Doreen  Tilghman.  She  is  in  charge 
of  Africa,  Europe  and  the  Middle 
East  for  the  World  Division  of  the 
denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

These  and  other  requests  were 
considered  recently  by  the  20-mem¬ 
ber  Advance  Committee,  headed  by 
Bishop  Judith  Craig,  Detroit. 

The  committee  approved  41  proj¬ 
ects  for  Eastern  Europe  with  askings 
totaling  more  than  $2.6  million 
dollars. 

Also  approved  were  requests  for 
399  projects'  in  Africa,  including 
Southern  Africa,  for  $  1 7,970. 

Projects  approved  will  appear  in 
a  catalog  with  descriptions,  photo¬ 
graphs  and  Advance  numbers. 
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of  God”  and  added  that  he  believes 
individual  faith  can  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  world. 

But  the  path  of  the  commitment 
he  wanted  to  make  was  revealed  to 
him  slowly.  It  began  Dec.  31,  1987, 
with  a  predawn  event  for  world 
healing  at  his  eh  ■  ’ 

During  the  ceremony,  he  sudden¬ 
ly  recalled  a  Soviet  friend  he  had 
met  while  attending  Moscow  Uni¬ 
versity  in  1964.  They  had  made  an 
oath  to  try,  when  they  got  older,  “to 
make  the  world  a  better  place.” 

About  a  year  after  the  church  ser¬ 
vice,  Mr.  Putcha,  whose  maternal 
and  paternal  grandparents  immi¬ 
grated  in  1914-16  from  what  was 
then  Czarist  Russia,  was  asked  to  be 
involved  in  a  sister-city  project  for 
Santa  Rosa.  The  city  in  question 
was  Cherkassy,  in  the  Ukraine, 
where,  he  learned,  a  cousin  had  just 
moved. 

He  became  vice  president  of  Sis¬ 
ter  City  U.S.S.R.  and  led  a  tour  to 
Cherkassy  in  July  1989.  Mr.  Putcha 
was  the  first  U.  S.  citizen  ever  to 
visit  Gremwach,  his  grandfather’s 


home  village. 

“I  saw  25  relatives  I  never  even 
knew  existed,”  he  said. 

Before  his  trip  to  the  Soviet  Union, 
Mr.  Putcha  had  become  involved  in 
a  local  group  called  “World  Run¬ 
ners,”  designed  to  call  attention  to 
the  problems  of  world  hunger. 

The  idea  of  sending  a  team  of 
Vietnam  veterans  to  Moscow  for  a 
race  was  formed  and  he  left  propos¬ 
al  packets  with  Soviet  veterans  dur¬ 
ing  the  visits. 

Wheelchair  factory 

The  resulting  project  is  co-spon¬ 
sored  in  the  United  States  by  the 
Vietnam  Veterans  of  California, 
Inc.,  and  Earthstewards  Network. 

Part  of  the  project's  purpose  is  to 
raise  $35,000  to  help  fund  a  wheel¬ 
chair  factory  in  Siberia  and  provide 
training  so  the  Soviets  can  manu¬ 
facture  state-of-the-art  prosthetic 
limbs.  Other  medical  supplies  are 
being  donated. 

Vietnam  veterans  can  continue  to 
register  for  the  trip  until  the  end  of 
June  by  calling  (707)  578-8387  or 
writing  to  Vietnam  Veterans  of  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  P.  O.  Box  378,  Santa  Rosa, 
CA  95402.  Veterans  with  handicap¬ 
ping  conditions  are  encouraged  to 
participate. 


Dear  Deborah 


Does  church  have  a  policy  to  'whitewash'  pastors? 


Dear  Deborah: 

Perhaps  there  is  a  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  United  Methodist 
Church  where  you  live  and  the  one 
here  in  my  state. 

We  had  a  problem  with  a  pastor 
similar  to  the  one  described  in  one 
of  your  recent  columns — let’s  call  it 
“the  pastor  with  the  past.” 

Instead  of  covering  it  up,  we  tried 
to  address  it  with  counseling  for  the 
pastor  and  the  young  woman  in¬ 
volved,  pleas  for  help  to  the  district 
and  Annual  Conference,  etc. 

After  the  person  resigned  from 
the  ministry,  the  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  came  forward  and  told  us 
(paraphrased),  “I  couldn’t  tell  you 


before  but  this  person  had  to  leave 
five  other  conferences  for  the  same 
type  of  behavior.  1  regret  the  loss  of 
membership  of  this  young  woman 
and  her  family  and  the  trauma  to 
your  congregation.  But  every  pastor 
goes  to  a  new  congregation  with  a 
clean  slate.  We  feel  this  is  for  the 
best  in  the  long  run.” 

This  would  indicate  that  the  per¬ 
son  who  wrote  would  be  wasting 
their  time  and  effort. 

Perhaps  you  should  look  more 
carefully  into  church  policy  before 
giving  such  advice  in  the  future.  I 
am  a  layman. 

Carl  Franklin 


Dear  Mr.  Franklin: 

I  appreciate  your  sharing  this  ex¬ 
perience.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  writ¬ 
ten  policy  that  states  the  procedure 
you  mention.  Perhaps  some  readers 
will  let  me  know  where  to  find  this. 
Is  it  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  or  is  it 
a  conference  policy? 

In  the  original  letter,  the  former 
pastor  was  becoming  a  district  su¬ 
perintendent.  It  does  seem  to  me 
that  the  bishop  ought  to  know  about 
the  church's  experience.  The  fact 
that  they  had  kept  it  so  very  secret 
was  what  concerned  me.  However, 
the  church  certainly  has  to  find  a 
better  way  to  deal  with  these 
concerns. 


Is  this  an  argument  for  lay  in¬ 
volvement  in  appointment  making? 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  tor  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Sox 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Poem  of  the  week 

EVEN  NOW 


History  of  Hymns — 

Hymwriter's  boldness  attracted  crowds 


Spirit  of  God.  descend  upon  my 
heart: 

Wean  it  from  earth:  through  all  its 
pulses  move: 

Stoop  to  my  weakness,  mighty  as 
thou  art. 

And  make  me  love  thee  as  I  ought  to 
love. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

George  Croly  wrote  the  hymn  in 
1854. 

Born  and  reared  in  Dublin,  Ire¬ 
land,  he  was  the  son  of  a  highly  re¬ 
spected  physician.  After  receiving 
his  education  at  the  Univesity  of 
Dublin,  he  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry. 

At  age  30  he  moved  to  London 
and1  devoted  himself  primarily  to 


literary  work,  writing  poems,  dra¬ 
mas,  satires,  novels,  and  historical 
and  theological  works. 

An  outspoken  conservative  in 
both  religion  and  politics,  he  strong¬ 
ly  opposed  any  form  of  liberalism. 

In  1835  he  accepted  the  pastoral 
charge  of  two  Anglican  churches. 
One,  St.  Stephen’s,  Walbrook,  was 
in  a  slum  area  of  London  where  no 
services  had  been  conducted  for 
100  years.  He  “opened  the  pulpit,” 
and  the  boldness  of  his  preaching 
attracted  large  crowds  to  the  ser¬ 
vices. 

At  the  urging  of  his  congregations 
for  a  hymnbook,  he  prepared  one 
that  was  published  in  1854.  The 
book  contained  metrical  psalms 
and  original  hymns,  many  of  which 


were  Croly’s  own  work,  including 
this  hymn. 

Only  one  edition  was  printed, 
and  most  copies  were  destroyed  by 
fire. 

Croly’s  hymn  is  filled  with  per¬ 
sonal  and  emotional  expressions.  In 
the  form  of  a  prayer,  it  expresses 
the  desire  for  the  indwelling  Spirit 
of  God  to  take  complete  possession 
of  one’s  soul  and  body. 

The  final  line  of  the  last  stanza 
contains  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
figures  of  speech  found  in  hymnic 
writing:  "My  heart  an  altar,  and  thy 
love  the  flame.”  It  is  a  very  appro¬ 
priate  hymn  for  Pentecost. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"/  hear  the  Savior  say" 


We  hybrid  creatures, 
half  divine, 
half  mortal,  know 
that  by  design 
we  all  are  gods 
and  yet  we  cleave 
to  mortal  visions. 

Few  perceive 
that  even  now 
all  bushes  bum 
with  heaven’s  fire. 

At  every  turn 
the  voice  of  God 
commands  anew, 

TAKE  OFF  THY  SANDALS! 

Very  few 

obey.  Are  we 

too  blind  to  be 

a  witness  to 

Epiphany? 


—MILDRED  LUTON 


RELIGIO 

Counting  homeless  an  impossible  task 

NEW  YORK — A  homeless  man,  who  identifies  himself  as  |ojo, 
stands  by  his  burning  shelter  last  December.  The  people  who 
reside  in  such  locations  make  accurate  accounting  of  the 
homeless  an  almost  impossible  census  task.  Church  groups  are 
gearing  up  to  help  so  that  tax  money  is  not  lost  for  social  pro¬ 
grams  for  such  people. 


Etotriow  — 

'Heroes  and  Strangers' 
examines  fathers'  role 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

As  Father’s  Day  approaches, 
there  could  hardly  be  anything  bet¬ 
ter  to  watch  on  TV  than  "Heroes 
and  Strangers.” 

This  award-winning,  half-hour 
film  weaves  together  clips  of  televi¬ 
sion  shows  from  the  1950s  and  con¬ 
versations  with  real  people. 

We  are  reminded  how  programs 
such  as  “Father  Knows  Best"  pre¬ 
sented  images  of  Dad  as  “counsel¬ 
or,  protector,  teacher,  and  friend" 
while  economic  and  social  pressures 
kept  many  fathers  away  from  their 
children. 

In  "Heroes  and  Strangers"  film¬ 
makers  Loma  Rasmussen  and  Tony 
Heriza  explore  their  feelings  toward 
their  own  fathers  and  what  made 
these  men  the  way  they  are. 

Ms.  Rasmussen  and  Mr.  Heriza 
are  honest  enough  to  acknowledge 
the  anger  they  felt  toward  their  fa¬ 
thers  for  being  absent  and  aloof 
during  much  of  the  time  that  they 
were  growing  up,  but  they  are  also 
fair  enough  to  want  to  see  things 
from  the  perspective  of  an  earlier 
generation. 

Ms.  Rasmussen  discovers  that  if 
her  father  seemed  uncaring  it  was 
because  his  parents  were  undemon¬ 
strative  and  because  he  was  taught 


that  men  should  not  display  affec-.-! 
tion.  Mr.  Heriza  learns  that  his  fa-  - 
ther’s  absence  was  a  necessity;  he-  ; 
worked  three  jobs  to  support  a  rap- 
idly  growing  family.  ■: 

With  greater  understanding,  the  . 
filmmakers  come  to  accept  their  fa-  • 
thers  for  who  they  are  and  are  rec¬ 
onciled  to  them.  They  have 
sympathy,"too,  for  all  those  who. 
baye  been,  hurt  by  the  narrow  roles  7 
given  to  many  men. 

Ms.  Rasmussen  concludes  that 
when  men  are  forced  to  be  less  than  . 
full  participants  in  parenting  "ev¬ 
erybody  loses:  the  woman  loses  be- 
cause  she  has  to  be  the  sole  . 
emotional  support  of  the  family,  the 
kids  lose  because  then  they  don’t 
know  this  person  who  is  their  fa¬ 
ther.  and  the  father  loses.” 

“Heroes  and  Strangers”  is  a  small 
but  important  step  to  help  us  dis-_  , 
cover  how  to  be  the  men  and  worn-.?; 
en  God  wants  us  to  be.  *- 

The  show  airs  on  most  PBS  sta¬ 
tions  in  June.  (Check  local  listings  . 
for  the  date  and  time  in  your  area.)" 
Watching  it  just  might  help  you  re¬ 
connect  with  your  own  father. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  from  Long  Island,  N.Y., 
frequently  reviews  television  and 
films  for  the  Reporter. 


'No.  1  fear  is  not  death 
— it's  making  a  speech V 


By  VIRGINIA  CULVER 

Religious  News  Service 

DENVER — Jo  Farrell  listened 
intently  as  four  Roman  Catholic 
seminarians  preached  a  sermon 
about  underwear  recently. 

The  58-year-old  president  and 
founder  of  J.  F.  Talent,  Inc.,  wasn’t 
as  interested  in  the  subject  matter  as 
the  techniques  the  preachers  were  us¬ 
ing  to  try  to  capture  her  attention. 
The  round-robin  on  underwear  was 
followed  by  one  on  beaches. 

Ms.  Farrell  encouraged  the  semi¬ 
narians  to  preach  on  the  unusual 
topics  so  they  could  concentrate  on 
the  way  they  used  their  voices  and 
hands  to  put  a  point  across. 

“The  number  one  fear  in  life  is 
not  death,”  said  Ms.  Farrell.  “The 
number  one  fear  is  making  a 
speech.  People  think  they’ll  die  if 
they  have  to  make  a  speech.” 

Ms.  Farrell  customarily  charges 
hourly  fees  of  $250  for  her  services, 
but  she  offered  the  classes  free  to 
the  students  from  St.  Thomas  Semi¬ 
nary  for  personal  reasons.  A  dedi¬ 
cated  Catholic,  she  said  she’d  like  to 
hear  preaching  that  doesn’t  make 
her  nod  off. 

The  image  and  talent  guru  was  of¬ 
ten  sharp  with  her  charges  during 
the  sessions. 

“Take  your  hands  out  of  your 
pocket  or  I’m  going  to  belt  you,” 


she  warned  one  student.  Another 
was  admonished  to  “give  me  that 
pen  before  you  worry  it  to  death.” 

After  the  last  session,  the  young  1 
seminarians  said  Ms.  Farrell  gave 
them  more  courage  and  self-confi¬ 
dence  in  their  preaching. 

“It’s  nice  to  know  we  can  get  up 
and  speak  and  not  fall  on  our  face,” 
said  John  Girten. 

“It’s  scary  and  painful  at  times,” 
admitted  Jim  Beaton.  “It’s  risky  to 
be  so  vulnerable,  but  Jo  really  has  a 
gift  in  teaching  this.”  -j 

Ms.  Farrell  told  the  seminarians  t 
that  in  preaching  to  a  congregation,  j 
“first  you’ve  got  to  hook  them  and  ! 
then  throw  them  the  next  line.  Jesus  j 
was  the  best  role  model.  He  talked  ( 
in  parables,  little  stories.” 

The  speech’  specialist  told  one  ■ 
student,  “You  had  the  idea  but  j 
couldn't  get  hold  of  it.  It  was  like  a  ; 
greased  pig.  You  tried  the  ear  and  1 
the  tail,  and  you  just  couldn’t  hold  ! 
on.”  J 

On  the  other  hand,  she  praised  ( 
Mark  Pranaitis  for  avoiding  tired  ! 
phrases  while  talking  about  Chris-  ! 
tian  charity.  In  his  sermon  he  said  ; 
Jesus  would  have  an  open-door  pol-  ; 
icy  instead  of  one  with  high  fences  1 
and  security  systems. 

! 

“Our  minds  are  like  computers.  J 
she  said.  “We  just  have  to  open  1 
them  up  and  talk  to  people,  drawings  J 
on  what’s  in  that  computer." 
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RETIRED  MINISTERS  HOMES 
BOARD,  INC. 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 


Two  1 990  Retirees  Will  Occupy  Retired  Ministers  Homes 


i 


Mary  Margaret  and  Homer  Bailes  will  become  residents  of  the 
home  in  Downsville.  This  home  was  an  anonymous  gift  to  the  Board 
by  dedicated  supporters  of  the  Church  and  this  program.  It  is  in 
perfect  condition. 


Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  Members 

Mike  John  Jr.,  Treasurer 

Dr.  Doug  McGuire  j 

P.O.Box  1152 

810  Redbud  Street 

Monroe,  LA  71201 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

(0)318/323-2014 

318/251-9099 

(H)  318/322-6473 

Rev.  Calvin  O.  Lapuyade 

Mr.  Eugene  Scott 

517  Federal  Avenue 

3 1 6  Medorah  Drive 

Morgan  City,  LA  70380 

West  Monroe,  LA  71291 

(O)  504/384-7984 

318/323-1756 

(H)  504/386-6458 

Dr.  Larry  Robertson 

Mr.  Earle  Cefalu  Jr.,  Secretary 

P.O.  Box  545 

P.O.  Box  806 

Ponchatoula,  LA  70454 

Amite,  LA  71422 

(O)  504/386-3561 

(O)  504/748-7118 

(H)  504/386-6545 

(H)  504/748-7455 

Mrs.  Paul  White 

Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 

99  Woodland 

P.O.  Box  86 

Boyce,  LA  71409 

Downsville,  LA  71234-0086 

318/443-1349 

318/982-7309 

Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot 

Ex-Officio: 

Superintendent  of  Properties 

Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland 

1119  Carey  St. 

Chairman  Board  of  Pensions 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

3350  Dalrymple 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Mr.  Joe  Crouch 

407  Pine  Grove  Drive 

Cabinet  Representative 

Pineville,  LA  71301 

Dr.  James  M.  Poole 

318/443-2772 

P.O.  Box  929 

Ruston,  LA  71273-0929 

Mr.  George  Gladney 

(0)318-251-2690 

Route  3,  Box  210 

(H)  318/255-2041 

Rayville,  LA  71269 
(0)318/728-6488 

Director 

(H)  318/728-3008 

Angus  Lee  Carruth 

527  North  Blvd. 

Mr.  Lewis  Love,  Chairman 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 

P.O.  Box  1219 

(O)  504/346-1646 

Ruston,  LA  71273-1219 

(H)  504/291-2463 

(0)318/255-5601 

(H)  318/255-2342 

Notice  of  Meeting 

The  Board  of  Directors  will  meet  in  Baton  Rouge  at  the  Methodist 
Building,  527  North  Boulevard,  Monday,  June  18,  1990.  The  meeting 
will  be  held  in  the  Conference  Room  on  the  third  floor  beginning  at 
1 1:00  am. 

Annual  Conference  Display  Table 

Persons  attending  the  Annual  Conference  June  4-7  are  invited  to 
stop  by  our  display  table  in  the  Gold  Dome.  Pick  up  a  brochure  (and 
maybe  even  an  offering  envelope)  and  take  a  look  at  pictures  of  some 
of  our  homes. 


IN  HONOR  OF: 

Mrs.  Annie  Durbin 

Dr.  Dana  Dawson 

Rev.  Andrew  Hurst 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  F.  P.  Corie 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  R.  E.  Carter 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Joe  Hoover 

Chaplain  &  Mrs.  Thomas  Babington 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy  Pyles 

The  Reverends  Ronald  & 

Kathy  Dauphin 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Wyatt  D.  Boddie 

IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  J.  P.  Bonnecarre 
Anne  Bowles  Sawyer 
Rev.  F.  P.  Fincher 
Rev.  S.  G.  Rasmusson 
Zona  McKeithen 
Cora  Harris 

Rev.  John  P  Bonnecarrerere 

Mrs.  Armadie  Stegall 

Billie  Willis 

Doug  Maulden 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  H.  Leonard 


FROM: 

Chaplain  &  Mrs.  Paul  G.  Durbin 

Mrs.  Pauline  S.  Coxe 

Mary  Sue  Garay 

Milton  Vallery 

Milton  Vallery 

Milton  Vallery 

Milton  Vallery 

Milton  Vallery 

Milton  Vallery 
Milton  Vallery 

FROM: 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  Bonnecarrere 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Cooper 

Murray  C.  Fincher 

Gale  &  Evelyn  Carter 

Marie  G.  Bond 

Marie  G.  Bond 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  E.  Taylor 
William  Davis  Green 
Lewis  Love 
Lewis  Love 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Hathom 


New  Home 


Under  Construction 


As  you  can  see  from  the  above  articles  the  Board  is  engaged  in  two  major 
projects  with  anticipated  cost  of  $60,000.00  . . .  one  new  home  and  the  re¬ 
modeling  of  another.  We  are  grateful  for  past  financial  undergirding  and 
hope  that  long-time  loyal  supporters,  along  with  persons  contributing  for 
the  first  time,  will  give  generously  now  to  help  offset  these  current  expendi¬ 
tures. 

Individuals,  churches,  classes  and  other  groups  are  encouraged  to  partic¬ 
ipate.  Gifts  “in  memory  of'  or  “in  honor  of  persons  are  appropriate.  A 
communion  offering  would  be  beneficial  to  this  program. 

Following  my  official  retirement  at  Annual  Conference,  I  anticipate  con¬ 
tinuing  as  Director  on  a  part-time  basis.  I  would  be  pleased  to  serve  as  pul¬ 
pit  supply  when  a  minister  is  away  and  to  represent  the  Board  at  any  group 
meeting  in  the  local  church. 

Angus  Carruth 


Ruston  Home 
Being  Remodeled 


The  home  (pictured  above)  on  Carey  Street  is  under  going  complete  ren¬ 
ovation  and  is  being  enlarged  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $30,000.00.  A 
new  roof,  insulation,  siding,  central  air  conditioning  and  heating,  and  inte¬ 
rior  improvements  are  included  in  this  project.  The  present  area  between 
the  house  and  garage  will  be  made  into  a  den  with  an  adjoining  utility 
room.  The  garage  will  be  converted  into  an  office/study.  A  concrete  drive¬ 
way  will  be  poured  leading  to  a  carport  to  be  constructed  at  the  rear  of  the 
house. 

Upon  completion  of  this  work  the  house  will  be  in  top  liveable  condi¬ 
tion. 


Honorariums  and  Memorials 


Construction  has  begun  on  a  new  home  in  Ruston  for  the  Rev.  William 
M.  Stokes.  This  is  a  shared  project  with  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes 
Board  putting  up  $30,000.00  and  Rev.  Stokes  contributing  the  remainder 
of  the  cost.  It  is  being  built  on  a  beautiful  lot  given  by  T.  L.  James  Co.  Bill 
was  for  many  years  Wesley  Foundation  and  Campus  Ministry  Director  at 
Louisiana  Tech.  His  new  home  is  located  near  the  university  campus. 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  will  retain  title  to  the  property  with 
Rev.  Stokes  having  full  use  of  the  home  as  long  as  he  wishes. 


From  the  Director . . . 


Altha  and  Raymond  Crofoot  will  move  into  the  home  on  Carey  St. 
in  Ruston  following  Raymond's  retirement  at  Annual  Conference. 
This  home  was  given  to  the  Board  by  the  late  Mildred  Walker.  It  is 
presently  undergoing  major  renovation. 


Residents  of  Homes 


Acadiana  District 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  S.  Hurley 
(Eleanor) 

102  Willowood  Dr. 

P.  O.  Box  245 
Franklin;  LA  70538 
Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon 
161  Emerite  Dr. 

Lafayette,  LA  70501 

Mr.  Don  McClelland  (Tenant) 

1 16  S.  Acadian  Dr. 

Lafayette,  LA  70503 

Alexandria  District 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  S.  Flurry 
(Clarice) 

2816  Hill  St. 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 
Mr.  Paul  Blaney  (Tenant) 

800  Mound  St. 

Jonesville,  LA  71343 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Abe  M.  Conerly 

(Melonea) 

Route  6,  Box  404-K 
Natchitoches,  LA  71457 
Mrs.  Estelle  D.  Dameron 
112  Redd  Dr. 

Pineville,  LA  71360 

Baton  Rouge  District 

Mrs.  Eleanor  K.  Douglas 
9934  Judi  Ave. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr. 

(Betty) 

1542  Ingleside  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  Percy  Emanuel 

(Sara) 

1 105  Charles  Dr. 

Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Lake  Charles  District 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Skinner 
(Barbara) 

1034  Ann  St. 

Westlake,  LA  70669 
Mrs.  Martha  Hayes 
Iota,  LA  70543 

Monroe  District 

Rev.  Cecil  C.  Mims 
501  Myrtle  St. 

Rayville,  LA  71269 
Mrs.  Shirley  N.  Wall 
1103  S.  Louisa  St. 

Rayville,  LA  71269 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr. 

(Velma  June) 

2324  Sauvelle 
Monroe,  LA  71201 
Rev.  Joe  H.  Robinson 
2621  N.  Tenth  St. 

West  Monroe,  LA  71291 

New  Orleans  District 

Mrs.  Bernice  Taylpr 
241 1  Bristol  Place 
New  Orleans,  LA  70114 

Northshore  District 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  M.  Finnin, 

Sr.  (Hazel) 

600  Hardy  St. 

Amite,  LA  70422 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glendon  R.  Messer 

(Marjorie) 

705  Old  Covington  Hwy. 

Hammond,  LA  70401 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Ailor  (Hazel 

Lea) 

1558  Wildwood  Dr. 

Slidell.  LA  70458 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  Burl  Dampier 

(Mary) 

495  W.  Beech  St. 

Ponchatoula,  LA  70454 


Ruston  District 

Mrs.  Annie  Durbin 
1116  Claiborne  Ave 
Minden,  LA  71055 
Mrs.  Alma  Milem 
1000  Yale  St. 

Minden,  LA  71055 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Doug  McGuire  (Mabel) 

810  Redbud  St. 

Ruston,  LA  71270 
Mrs.  Adonna  Cain 
206  E.  Florida  Ave. 

Ruston,  LA  71270-3919 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  R.  Oldham 

(Dixie) 

1000  Reeves  St. 

P.  O.  Box  598 

Bernice,  LA  71222 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cleburne  W.  Quaid 

(Jane) 

721  North  Main 
Homer,  LA  71040-3807 
Six-unit  Apartments 

(1)  Mrs.  Fredna  Akin 

1 100  S.  Farmerville,  Apt.  I 
Ruston,  LA  71270 

(2)  Mr.  Drew  Robertson 

1 100  S.  Farmerville  #2 
Ruston,  LA  71270 

(3)  Mrs.  Obera  Fader 

1 100 S.  Farmerville #5 
Ruston,  LA  71270 

(4)  Mr.  David  Lynch 

1 100  S.  Farmerville  #6 
Ruston,  LA  71270 

(5)  Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell  (Jimmy  Lou) 
1 100  S.  Farmerville  #3  G  4 
Ruston,  LA  71270 

Mrs.  Frank  Lankford  (Dorothy  J.) 

1 101  S.  Farmerville 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 
Mrs.  Grace  Spinks 

1 102  S.  Farmerville 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 

Mrs.  Roy  Garrett  (Marguerite) 

1 103  S.  Farmerville 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 

Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot  (Altha) 

1119  Carey  St. 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

Rev.  Homer  V.  Bailes  (Mary 

Margaret) 

Farmerville  Hwy. 

Downsville,  LA  71234 

Shreveport  District 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Harbuck 
(Nancy) 

209  Myra  St. 

P.  O.  Box  1323 
Mansfield,  LA  71052 
Rev.  Houston  C.  Roberts  (Shirley) 
320  Gray  St. 

Belcher,  LA  71004 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  V.  Sirman 

(Carolyn) 

108  Park  Lane  Dr. 

Coushatta,  LA  71019 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Carter 

(Winnifred) 

216  W.  Tennessee 
Vivian,  LA  71082 
Rev.  Harold  Longfellow 
818  E.  River  Road 
Shreveport,  LA  71105 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  W. 
Schwendimann 
5520  E.  Meadow  Dr. 

Bossier  City,  LA  71112 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Hollingsworth 
5518  E.  Meadow  Dr. 

Bossier  City,  LA  71112 
Mrs.  Barbara  M.  Scott 
5522  E.  Meadow  Dr. 

Bossier  City.  LA  71112 
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JUNE  8,  1990 


Bishop  Announces  1990-91  Conference  Appointments 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  announced  the  following  ministerial  appointments 
during  the  20th  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  held  in  Shreveport.  June  4-7. 
The  appointments  became  effective  following  the  closing  conference  session. 
Ministers  will  be  in  their  new  appointments  on  Sunday.  June  17. 


Church  Point-Maxie-Ville  Platte .. 
Crowley,  First... 


..  Tracy  L.  MacKenzie  PM 
. W.  Spiller  Milton 


ACADIANA  DISTRICT 

. (Cynl  A.  Verret  PTLP) 

Franklin: 

. J.  Vernon  Fairley 

Houma: 

. J.  Henry  Bowdon.  Jr. 

Houma  Heights-Gibson . 

. - . (Gary  J.  Herman  PTLP) 

. James  R.  Woodward 

Jeancrette: 

St.  Paul-Fitzgerald-Mt.  Zion . 

St.  Peter-Godman . 

Lafayette: 

. (Fulton  A  Raymond,  Sr.) 

.(Herbert  E.  Green,  Sr.  FTLP) 

. Stone  W,  Caraway 

Church  of  the  Covenant . . 

. . Brady  B.  Forman 

. Robert  L  Deich 

First  . 

. Ira  M.  Robinson 

Maringouin.  St.  Peter-Green- Wiley . 

Matthews.  Memorial-Bayou  Blue . 

Melville-Palmetto . . . 

Morgan  City: 

. (Ernest  E.  Scott  PTLP) 

. L.  Andy  Foreman 

. Kenneth  B.  Chapman  OD 

. Calvin  O.  Lapuyade 

Walmsley-Mason . 

Napoleonville.  Wesley-Woodlawn . 

..(Dan  Washington,  Jr.  PTLP) 
. (Albert  Holland  FTLP) 

New  Roads: 

Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial . 

. James  H.  Humphreys 

. Carolyn  A.  Stokes 

. Scott  T.  Bullock  PM 

St  Martinvillc.  Mallalieu-Mt.  Zion . 

Thibodaux: 

....(Marcell  A.  Johnson  FTLP) 

.  Wesley  C  Reagan 

Washington.  St.  Paul-St.  James . 

. (Leroy  Brumfield  PTLP) 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 

Alexandria: 

. Eddie  E  Morgan.  Jr. 

...(Lonnie  M  Walding  FTLP  R) 

Trinity-Pleasant  Grove . . . 

. . (Thomas  C.  Beeler  FTLP) 

.  I  H  S 

.  TBS 

. T.B.S. 

Boyce; 

. T.B.S. 

Bunkic: 

David  Haas  Mem.-Evergreen- 

Wesley,  Booneville . 

Campti: 

St.  Paul-Mt.  Zion-Emman- 

Colfax-Hollins  Chapel . . . 

Glenmora-Fellowship-Forest  Hill-Meldcr . 
Jena.  Nolley  Memorial-Belah . . 

. Fay  Barrhartung 

. .  (Paul  C.  Singletary.  Sr.) 

. Paul  C  Carroll,  Sr 

Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville . 

Marksville-Oak  Grove-Simraesport . . 

. James  W.  Jones 

. (Jennie  P.  Walters) 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Williams  Chapel-St.  Marks . 

College  Avenue-Marthaville-Beulah . 

. James  A.  Graham 

. (James  B.  Moore  PTLP) 

. TBS. 

. John  E.  Zchr  PM 

Pineville: 

. T.B.S. 

Pollock-Liberty  Chapel-Selma . 

. Sherman  L.  Beird  R 

Trout.  Justiss  Memorial-Edcn . 

. T.B.S. 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

Baton  Rouge  Metropolitan  Area: 

Baker  . 

. KennetlrC.  Duke.  Sr 

Associate . 

. John  H.  Sewell  R 

16 

Bethel-Deerford . 

. John  C.  Coker,  Sr. 

2 

Blackwater . 

. R.  Larry  Stafford 

7 

Associate . 

.  Michael  Head  PM 

1 

Broadmoor . 

. Charles  B.  Simmons 

I 

Associate . . . 

. .  (Bobby  J.  Bowling) 

4 

Associate . 

. James  W,  Spitzkeit 

7 

Camphor  Memorial . 

. Moses  T  Jackson.  Sr. 

5 

First . . . 

. Christopher  H.  Andrews 

2 

Associate . 

. Gilbert  H.  Wade 

7 

Associate . 

. Ted  D  Freeland 

•3 

Associate . 

Minister  of  Music . 

Evangeline . t . 

Francis  Asbury . 

Hughes  Mem. -Andrews  Chapel . 

Ingleside . 

,  Jefferson . . . 

Jordan-LcJeune . 

Magnolia-St.  Paul . 

Neely-Hartzell . 

St.  Andrew's . 

St  John's . 

St.  Luke's . 

St.  Mark . . . 

Wesley . 

William  B.  Reily  Mem.  University... 

Associate..; . 

New  Church  (Winboume  Site) . 

Zachary: 

First  . 

Jackson  Chapel-St.  Peter . 

Beech  Grove-Moses  Chapel . . 

Carpenter's  Chapel . . . 

Clinton: 

Clinton-Clear  Creek . 

Mt.  Zion-St.  Paul . 

Donaldsonville: 

First .. 


. Rodney  Kennedy 

(Willie  R.  Lafayette  R) 


..Lorris  M.  Wimberly.  Jr. 

. Franklin  P.  Poole  8 

. Carol  S.  Winn  1 

. Manasseh  C.  Cady  2 

. William  J.  Miller  21 

. Timothy  E.  Lawson  I 

. William  E.  Nolan  4 

. Clarence  L.  Hillard  3 

..(Wayne  Howmgton  FTLP)  2 

. Donald  R.  Avery  19 

. Fred  B.  Wideman  10 

. Donald  K  McDowell  I 

. Kenneth  R.  Bowman  2 

. Randall  E.  Campbell  l 

. Freddie  C.  Henderson  3 

. J  Philip  Woodland  11 

. Kenneth  M.  Carroll  13 

. Nathan  Daniels.  Jr.  I 

. James  W.  Mitchell  2 

. (Oscar  L.  Brown  PTLP)  7 

. (Willie  Laws  PTLP)  I 

. (J.  Monroe  Wilkes  R)  2 


St.  Peter-Belle  Rose.  St.  James . 

Faithful-New  River . 

Gonzales-Meadows  Chapel . 

Grand  River . 

Jackson-Ethel . . . . . 

Plaquemine: 

First . . . 

Hurst-St.  Luke . 

Port  Allen.  Scott-Shiloh . 

St.  Francisville . 

Slaughter-Bluff  Creek . 

Spillman.  New  Hope-Concord . 

Tunica . 

Wilson.  Wesley-Asbury-Mt.  Carmel . 

LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Carole  Cotton-Winn  I 

Cameron,  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier . Paul  W.  Carter  2 


....  James  Albert  Trickett  R  2 

. (Donald  D.  Barrie)  5 

. (Jay  V  Daigle  FTLP)  15 

. William  M.  Jacocks  4 

. L.  Chris  Curry  2 

. George  B.  Cunningham  I 

. J.  Richard  Scott-Welch  6 

...(Thomas  A.  Wesley  SLP)  7 

. Robert  Williams  3 

....(Harold  B  Babin  FTLP)  19 
..(Darwin  Bnecheen  PTLP)  2 
. Z. . T.B.S. 

" !  ( Joseph  E.  Moore  PTLP)  7 


DeQuincy,  First . 

DcRidder: 

. Richard  C.  Hebert 

. A.  Swindell  Hodges.  Jr 

Elizabeth-Hopewell-Pine  Grove . . 

. . (Leon  L.  Zordan.  Jr  FTLP) 

. (John  W.  Guyre) 

. (A  Richard  Poss) 

. Elswood  J  Martin 

Iowa,  First-Hayes . 

Jennings.  First...... . 

. . Mark  B  Benge.  Sr. 

. . Clyde  W  Avcrett 

. (Darryl  A.  Tale  FTLP) 

Lake  Arthur . 

Lake  Charles: 

. .  S.  Kemper  Smith 

.  ..Grayson  B  Watson 

Mm.  of  Visitation . 

. Carl  F.  Lueg  R 

. Troy  Edward  Boyd 

. Thomas  A.  Dunbar 

University . . . . . 

. . 1-ael  S.  Jones 

. Edwin  H.  House.  Jr. 

. Larry  Martin.  Sr.  PM 

Leesville: 

. Lewis  L.  Olmsted 

Korean . . . 

. Chung  Baek  Kim  PM 

. Richard  H.  Harry  R 

. . David  R  DeWitt 

. Louis  M.  Coppage.  Jr 

Florien.  Prospcct-Hombeck . 

. . James  C.  Skinner  R 

Rayne.  Centenary-Ebenezer-Branch . 

. . G.  Larry  Maxwell.  Sr. 

. Leon  A.  Boggs 

Sulphur: 

. Howard  B.  Childs 

. M  Ray  Holt 

Welsh: 

. H.  A.  Harrington.  Jr. 

. Jack  D  Phelps 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent . Byrl  J.  Moreland 

Bastrop 

. W  Ed  Parks,  Sr 

. Woodrow  Harmon.  Jr  OD 

. Isaac  A.  Patton.  Jr  R 

. Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 

. Howard  L  Hudson 

. Alfred  C.  Bakewell.  Ill 

Epps-Royd-Pioneer . . . 

Fcrriday-Clayton . - . 

. (Gary  L.  Elliott  FTLP) 

. Wallace  P.  Blackwood 

Minns  S.  Robertson  R 

. Jon  E.  Tellifero  PM 

.  John  M.  Downs 

. (Louis  Redden  PTLP) 

Monroe: 

First . 

. William  C.  Blakely 

. (Davis  W.  Clark  PTLP) 

St.  Paul's . 

. W.  Odell  Simmons 

. Ricky  L.  Willis  PM 

St.  Andrew's-Bartholomew . . 

. James  E.  Constable 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg . 

. M.  Stuart  Sherman  PM 

West  Monroe: 

First . 

. William  D.  Peeples 

Wmnsboro-Gilbert . 

. . Douglas  R.  Foreman 

V 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

Belle  Chassc-Marrero.  St.  James . 

Buras.  Trinity-Hope  Chapel . 

Chalmette,  St.  Bemard-Arabi . 

Convent.  St.  James-Ninde  Chapel . 

. Tommy  R.  Bergeron,  Sr. 

. (Mark  E.  Crosby  FTLP) 

. Robert  W  Bengtson 

. (Curtis  Johnson  PTLP) 

Gretna: 

Kenner 

Thomas-Hahnville,  St.  James . 

. (James  S.  Davidson  R) 

Metairie: 

Michael  E.  Ricke  PM 

.  M.  Jack  O'dell 

New  Orleans: 

. Samuel  W  Walker.  Sr  R 

. Leland  D  Wade 

. (Marva  L  Mitchell  FTLP) 

First  Street . 

. Abraham  E.  Davis 

. (Guy  E.  West.  Jr  FTLP) 

Napoleon  Avenue-Parker  Memorial 

. M  Douglas  Ezell 

Philips  Memonal-Shaw  Temple . 

. (Percell  Church.  Sr.) 

. (Burnell  Bell  FTLP) 

Trinity-John  Wesley . . . 

. Dorothy  M.  McGowen 

NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT 

Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Marv's  Chapel . (Eddie  Francis) 

Bogalusa 

Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel . 

. (Wesley  R  Cyprian  FTLP) 

(William  R.  Boyd  PTLP) 

. T.B.S. 

Covington: 

Denham  Springs: 

First . 

Robcrts-St.  Luke . 

Fr onHehin 

. (Lewis  Morns.  Jr  PTLP) 

,  ,  pi. 

. TBS 

. Charles  B.  Humphreys 

'  c  m  Nr 

.  ..  TBS 

.  John  E  Scarf 

. J.  Penn  Morgan 

1  oranger-Cooper's  Chapel . 

Mandeville.  St  Timothy-on-the- 

. (Percy  M.  Frazier  PTLP) 

Mangum-James  Chapel . 

. T.B.S. 

. TBS 

Jeffery  D  Conner  PM 

Ponchatoula: 

. S.  Burl  DampierR 

Slidell: 

. Cliff  C.  Wnght.  Jr. 

Associate . 

. Bryan  S.  Dauphin  PM 

. DeWitt  M.  Ginn 

Associate..  . 

Hartzell-Mt.  Zion . 

Springfield: 

First-Huff's  Chapel-Maurepas . 

St  James-Newell. . — 

. Gary  D  Willis  PM 

. Alonzo  J.  Campbell 

. . (Gene  M.  Faurie  FTLP) 

. (Louis  A.  Smith  PTLP) 

. C.  Jeffrey  Duke 

Tickfaw.  Nesom  Memonal-Pine  Grove... 
v amado-Sun-Bush . 

. (E.  Rand  Guy  PTLP) 

. .  Karl  D  Wood 

. . Melissa  L.  Draper 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

. Carolyn  B  Volentme 

. Douglas  B  deGraffenried 

Athens-Crossroads . 

Bernice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield . 

. Cleburne  W  Quaid  R 

. Cage  M.  McLemore 

.  Rupert  H  Pickett  OD 

C  cnterpoint-Concord . 

Chatham . 

. ..Robert  E.  Townsend 

. (Mark  K  Kremer  SLP) 

. Raymond  M  Crofoot  R 

n.v  . TBS 

“  '  .  u 

.  Stephen  R.  Williamson 

Doyline-Sibley . . 

Dubach . 

Eros: 

Antioch . - . 

. . Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 

. Merlin  W.  Merrill  R 

. . (Owen  H.  Peyton  PTLP) 

(Pete  J  Medak  PTLP) 

Farmerville . . . 

. Larry  D.  O'Dell 

. William  A  Moon,  III  PM 

Harmony  Chapel- Arizona . . . 

H  aynes  v  il  le-Shongaloo . - . - . 

. (Alton  L.  Peel  FTLP) 

. . . Byrd  L.  Terry 

. (Judith  D  Bazer  PTLP) 

Hodge- Dodson-New  Hope . 

Homcr-Wesley  Chapel . . . 

. Randall  B.  Scrivener 

. Terry  C.  Willis 

. . (George  A  McVay) 

l  tchnn  . (John  R  Oldham  R) 

McIntyre . 

Mindcn: 

First . . . . . 

. (William  J.  Maxey  PTLP) 

. Carl  E.  Rhoads.  Ill 

. Kurt  F.  Oheim 

. . J.  Thomas  Logan 

. T.B.S. 

.  (Joseph  H.  Windham  PTLP) 
. (Leo  L.  Beck  R) 

Associate . . . . 

Lakeview . — . 

Pilgrim  Rest . ~ . 

Pine  Grove-Bethlehem . . 

Ruston. 

Trinity 

. M  Roily  Walker 

Simsboro 

Springhill-Sarepta . 

.... . . . ...Terral  T.  Lowe 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Keatchie-Shiloh-McDonald . 

. (Jarrell  R.  Morgan  FTLP) 

Mansfield. 

Plain  Dealing-Walker's  Chapel . 

. . Jack  S.  Wmegeart 

Pleasant  Valley-Mt.  Zion-Bonchest- 

. T.B.S. 

Rosa-James  Chapel-New  Light . 

. . . T.B.S. 

. T.B.S. 

Shreveport-Bossier  City: 

. (H  Austin  Smith  R) 

.  (Loretta  M  l^mpkin  FTLP) 

Bossier  City.  New  Church . 

. Gregory  R.  Davis 

. W.  Dwight  Ramsey 

. David  F.  Fortuna 

Associate . . . 

. George  F  Pearce.  Jr  R 

Caddo  Heights-Cedar  Grove . 

. Mickey  D.  Stnngfield 

. (J.  Craig  Spiller  SLP) 

. T  BS 

Fairfield-Faith . . . 

. (Willie  E  Jackson,  Jr  SLP) 

.  T  BS 

. George  L  Thomas 

Shreveport: 

. T.B.S. 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 

Conference  Staff 

Exec.  Director  of  Administration/ 

Treasurer . James  J.  Caraway  BR 

...Julius  M.  Jefferson  LC  3 


Directors  of  Parish  Development 

Director  NO  Metro  Ministries — . William  L.  Jones  NO 

Director,  Center  for  Pastoral 

Effectiveness . . . John  M.  Winn,  Jr.  LC 

Staff  of  General  Agencies 
Area  Secy.,  General  Board  of 

Global  Ministries . 

Missionaries 

United  Theological  College.  Bangalore.  India . Carlos  A.  Welch  AL  4 

Faculty’and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Schools  and  Oth¬ 
er  Educational  Institutions 

Assoc.  Director,  CSC  Program.  Centenary . Wilson  H.  Brent  S  5 

Assoc.  Prof,  of  Phil,  and 

Rel.  Studies.  SMU . . . Beniamin  A.  Pettv  NO  38 

T.  L.  James  Prof,  of  Rel./Chap.,  Chair.  Dept,  of  Religion 

Centenary  College . . . Robert  Ed.  Taylor  S  30 

Director  of  Admissions,  Perkins,  SMU . Linn  Miller  Caraway  S  9 

Director.  CSC  Program.  Centenary . K.  Dale  Hensarling  S  2 

Director.  Washington  Theological 

Consortium . David  G  Trickett  NO  3 

President,  Centenary  College . . . - . Donald  A.  Webb  S  1 4 

President,  Gammon  Theological  Seminary . Alfred  L.  Norris  NO  6 

Prof,  of  Social  Ethics, 

Candler  School  Theology . Theodore  R.  Weber  NO  36 

Instr.  in  Systematic  Theol., 

Perkins  School  Theology  . Millicent  C.  Feske  NO  I 

Prof./Teaching  Min.. 

IliffSchool  Theology . Clarence  H.  Snelling.  Jr.  NO  27 

APPOINTED  ACROSS  CONFERENCE  LINES 

Associate  Pastor.  Lithia  Springs  Church, 

North  Georgia  Conference . 

Pastor.  New  Franklm/CIarks  Chapel  Charge. 

Missouri  West  Conference  . 

Emory  University.  Campus  Ministry. 

Atlanta.  Georgia . . . . . — • 

University  of  Calif..  San  Diego . 


..  Heide  Erin  Davis  BR  2 
. James  R.  Huber  BR  3 


. Herbert  M  Scott  S 

..  Robert  J  Wagener  NO 


CAMPUS  MINISTERS 


Louisiana  Tech  University. 

McNeese  University . 

Northeast  Louisiana  University . 

Northwestern  Louisiana  University 

Southeastern  Louisiana  University . 

Southern  University . . . 

TUCM-LSU  . . . 

University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana 
UNO-S  UNO- Delgado . 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION 
MINISTRIES 

Armed  Forces  And  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

Pastoral  Counseling  Consultant.  Veterans 

Administration  Hospital.  Alexandna . Roland  K.  Friedrich  AL  3 

Coordinator  Treatment  Ctr..  Outpatient  Gen.  Psy.  Serv., 

Vet.  Admin.  Hosp..  New  Orleans. - . Clarence  G.  Fuller  NO  1 1 


Carolyn  B.  Volentme  R  2 

. Wayne  G.  Taylor  LC  9 

. James  E  Wilson  M  22 

.  J  Ryan  Horton  Jr.  AL  5 

. .  M  Eugene  Finnell  NS  4 

Mary  Sloan  Baugh  PM  BR  2 
Randall  K.  Nichols  BR  8 

. . R.  Don  Ross  AC  13 

. . Dale  E.  Branch  NO  I 


Willie  Lee  Henry  NO  1 7 

. . Robert  G.  Rowland  R  16 

. Louis  Augustine.  Ill  AL  3 

! .  John  G.  Whitley  BR  7 

Thomas  M.  Babmgton.  Ill  AL  24 


U  S  Army  .. 

U  S  Navy . 

US  Navy . 

U  S  Air'Force . 

Veterans  Admin..  Alexandria .. 

Correction*)  Institutions  Chaplaincy 

Dixon  Correctional  Institute . . . . . Bertrand  Griffin  BR  1 4 

Health  Care  Fields,  Community 
Service  Organizations  And  Other 
Related  Ministries 

Assistant  Administrator  United  Methodist 

Children’s  Home  OK . Douglas  T.  Williams.  Jr  R  6 

Dir.  of  Development,  MCH.  Ruston . . . August  E.  Aamodt  R  5 

Chaplain/Dir.  Christian  Ed.,  MCH,  Ruston . William  H.  Willis  R  2 

Chaplain/Dir.  Past.  Care, 

Pendleton  Mem.  Meth.  Hospital . Paul  G.  Durbin  NO  15 

Chaplain/Dir.  Past.  Care, 

Mem.  Med.  Ctr..  Sprfld.  IL . Roy  B.  Nash  NO  1 3 

Chaplain,  East  La.  St.  Hospital,  Jackson . Walter  C.  Worthy  BR  20 

Chaplain/Past.  Counselor,  Ecumenical  Center  for 
Religion  &  Health, 

San  Antonio.  TX . Maria  J.  Kennedy  PM  NO  3 

Chaplain.  Pendleton  Memorial 

Methodist  Hospital . Judy  E.  Nelson  NO  9 

Chaplain.  SC  Dcp.  Youth  Services  ...  Howard  D.  Ellzey  BR  18 

Chaplain.  Green  Oaks  Psy  Hospital  . M.  Theresa  McConnell  AL  4 

Director  Community  Relations/Chaplain.  Methodist 

Home  of  New  Orleans .  Wesley  O  Lynch.  Jr  NO 

Director  Peoples  Community  Center  . (Guy  E.  West  Jr.  FTLP)  NO 

Dir .  Istrouma  Metrop  Meth.  Miss.  Ctr . Stephen  C.  Fleming  BR 

Exec.  Dir  Dallas  Beth.  Ctr.,  Dallas,  TX  . . Debra  K.  Brazzel  AC 

Outreach  Family  Therapist  MCH.  Ruston .  Robert  E  Townsend  R 

Samaritan  Counseling  Ctr.,  L.C . Reginald  A.  Monson  LC 

Samaritan  Counseling  Ctr.,  Shreveport . Kathy  Clark-Dickens  S 

Samaritan  Counseling  Ctr.,  Shreveport . Charles  B.  Roper  S 

Scope  Ministries,  Opelika.  AL . John  Howard  Sewell  BR 

Counselor,  Chem.  Dep.  Unit 

E.  Jeff  Hosp.,  Metairie . Richard  D.  Gillespie.  Jr.  AL  2 

Wesley  Com.  Ctr.  Atlanta.  GA-GBGM . William  Craig  Taylor  NO  8 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  BEYOND 
THE  MINISTRY  USUALLY  EXTENDED 
THROUGH  THE  LOCAL  CHURCH 

Asst.  Dean  of  Students,  U.  of  Wise . William  Douglas  McLean  R  6 

Consult.  Bd.  of  Ch.  Dev.,  Dallas.  TX . George  Holcombe  M  8 

Exec.  Dir.  Creative  Min.  Assoc.,  Durham  NC . Cathy  S.  Carlson  M  1 5 

APPOINTED  TO  ATTEND  SCHOOL 

Candler  School  of  Theology  . . Frank  Brunson  Akin  PM  S  I 

Candler  School  of  Theology . Leslie  N  Akin  PM  S  I 

Perkins  School  of  Theology .  Deborah  L.  Drash  NS  I 

Perkins  School  of  Theology .  Jos6  Garcia  PM  M  3 

Perkins  School  of  Theology . . Juliet  A  Padgham  PM  AC  2 

St.  Paul  School  of  Theology . Sandra  S  Huber  PM  BR  I 

St  Paul  School  of  Theology . Daniel  P  Gleason  PM  S  I 

Bapt.  Med.  Ctr.  CPE  San  Antonio . Daniel  P  Miller  PM  AC  3 

DISABILITY  LEAVE 

Disability  Leave . . Raymond  DeLaughter  S  8 

Disability  Leave . (Daniel  M.  Grove.  Jr.)  S  5 

Disability  Leave . Sidney  Earl  Irving  AL  10 

Disability  Leave  .  D  Dale  Lyons  BR  8 

Disability  Leave . (S.  Alvin  Mayo  FTLP)  R  3 

Disability  Leave . Houston  C  Roberts  S  1 

Disability  Leave . . Daniel  W  Tohline  R  5 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE 

Leave  of  Absence . Richard  L.  Behling  AC  3 

Leave  of  Absence . David  C.  Billings.  Jr.  NO  2 

Leave  of  Absence . . .  Gregory  L  Bushway  PM  NS  3 

Leave  of  Absence . . R  Stephen  Casey  S  *  I 

Leave  of  Absence  . . . . . . . . Douglas  L.  Davis  AL  2 

Leave  of  Absence . . . Jay  P.  Irby  S  t 

Leave  of  Absence . . .  Robert  K.  Martin  PM  AL  I 

Leave  of  Absence . Kathy  H.  Schaffhauser  BR  2 


Director  of  Christian  Ed.,  DcRidder.  First 
Director  of  Christian  Ed..  Munholland. 


DIACONAL  MINISTERS 

Karen  Albano  LC 
Lylln  Guth  Craig  NO 


Director  of  Christian  Ed.,  Lake  Vista . Barbara  C.  Einsel 

Director  of  Christian  Ed.. 

Oakdale  Counseling  Center . Norma  Garlington 

Director  of  Christian  Ed.. 

Natchitoches.  First . Patricia  Haulk  Hogan 

Director  Conf.  Rel./Div.  of 

Diac.  Min..  Nashville . , . Joaquin  Garcia 

Director  of  Music, 

Trinity  Church,  Ruston . Roger  Michael  Cloud 

Director  of  Music,  Bossier  City,  First . Sidney  Montegudo 

Asst.  Dir.  of  Recept.  Ctr., 

Meth.  Child.  Home.  Ruston . Michelle  Townsend 

TRANSFERRED  IN 

From  North  Arkansas  Conference . 

From  Indiana  Conference . 


.  T  Nichols  Evans.  Jr. 
..  Reginald  A.  Monson 


TRANSFERRED  OUT 


Franklinton: 

Centenary-Fisher . . . Willis  W.  Dear 


Exec.  Director  of  La.  Meth.  Foundation.. 

Exec  Director  of  Council  on  Ministries . 

Assoc.  Dir.  Council  on  Ministnes . 

Dir .  Educational  &  Worship  Min..  COM  .. 
Director  of  CrossLines  Min.,  COM . 


Kenneth  R.  Reed  BR 

.  Donald  C.  Cottrill  BR 

.  Roger  D.  Lathan  BR 

Karen  F  Davis  BR 
..Elizabeth  T  Irvine  OD  BR 


To  Oklahoma  Conference  . 

To  South  Georgia  Conference . . 

To  Rorida  Conference . 

To  Texas  Conference . 

To  North  Arkansas  Conference . 

Diaconal  Minister  To  Western  N  C  Conference 
Diaconal  Minister  To  Tennessee  Conference  ... 


Donald  G  Emler 
J  William  Gregg.  Jr  PM 
Dawn  S.  Liphart  PM 

. R.  Lee  McKinzie 

.  Woodrow  W.  Smith 

. Yvonne  Thigpin 

. Barbara  Garcia 
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Editorial 

Crises,  Psalm 

Two  recent  crises  dramatize  an 
ancient  biblical  truth  and  one  of  our 
basic  roles  as  Christians. 

A  major  factor  in  both  situa¬ 
tions — a  rash  of  teen-age  suicides  in 
Arkansas  and  a  tribal  conflict  in 
New  York — is  the  active  efforts  of 
Christians  to  deal  with  the  crises’ 
spiritual  dimensions. 

Members  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Sheridan,  Ark.,  started 
grief  support  groups  and  a  youth  ac¬ 
tivities  program  to  help  their  com¬ 
munity  heal  from  the  suicides  of 
four  teenagers  and  several  adults 
since  Jan.  23  (see  UMR,  June  1). 

And  a  United  Methodist  pastor, 
ministering  on  a  Mohawk  reserva¬ 
tion  straddling  the  New  York-Cana- 
da  border,  takes  considerable 
personal  risk  to  promote  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  warring  tribal  factions. 

A  comment  from  the  New  York 
pastor  reflected  conditions  in  both 
crises: 

“We  are  hurting  spiritually,”  the 
Rev.  Laurie  Smith  said. 

But,  she  added,  the  intensity  of 
the  situation  tends  to  block  people 
from  recognizing  that  “what  we’re 
talking  about  is  what’s  important  in 
life” — that  is,  spiritual  issues. 

We  commend  these  two  congrega¬ 
tions  and  their  pastors  for  responding 
as  Christians  should  in  such  circum¬ 
stances:  as  people  of  faith  and  hope. 

Regrettably,  such  is  not  always 


100  and  us 

the  case.  Too  often,  we  in  the 
church  abandon  our  particular 
identity  as  Christ’s  followers  and  go 
instead  to  one  of  two  extremes. 

We  tend  either  to  sidestep  difficult 
circumstances  with  a  tired  chorus  of 
“the  church  shouldn’t  get  involved  in 
controversy,”  or  uncritically  to  adopt 
approaches  to  social  and  personal  cri¬ 
ses  that  merely  duplicate  those  of  sec¬ 
ular  “human  service”  providers. 

As  Christians,  we  have  a  unique 
and  constant  calling.  It  is  to  witness 
in  all  circumstances — from  the  most 
joyful  to  the  most  agonizing — to 
life's  basic  reality,  namely,  the  eter¬ 
nal  presence  and  love  of  God. 

Our  motivation:  to  remind  others 
and  ourselves  that  life  at  its  most 
fulfilling  and  meaningful  is  lived  in 
awareness  of  Psalm  100’s  truth. 

“Know  that  the  LORD  is  God!  It 
is  he  that  made  us,  and  we  are  his; 
we  are  his  people,  and  the  sheep  of 
his  pasture”  (RSV). 

Indeed,  it’s  likely  that  countless 
human  crises,  societal  and  personal, 
result  from  some  form  of  denial  of, 
or  deafness  to,  that  ageless  wisdom. 

We  most  distinctively  serve  oth¬ 
ers  and  ourselves  by  living  each 
day,  in  each  situation,  as  people 
who  draw  our  identity,  our  strength 
and  our  security  from  God. 

A  good  place  to  begin  is  to  ask 
how  our  particular  crisis  confirms 
or  denies  the  psalmist’s  truth. 


Letters  to  the  Editor  — 

'Gatherings'  needed 


1  very  much  applaud  the  Council 
of  Bishops  concern  for  the  revital¬ 
ization  of  the  local  congregation 
(see  UMR,  May  1 1). 

Unless  it  occurs  there  it  just 
won’t  happen  and  we  will  be  headed 
for  extinction. 

I  have  a  real  concern,  however, 
that  if  we  are  really  intentional 
about  this,  why  is  only  one  “Gath¬ 
ering”  planned  for  Oct.  31-Nov.  4 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas? 

Since  it  is  so  important  that  our 
congregations  be  revitalized  why 
not  have  a  “Gathering”  at  least  in 
each  jurisdiction  so  that  we  can 
maximize  the  number  of  people  we 
can  involve  in  such  an  inspirational 
and  informational  celebration. 

It’s  not  likely  that  there  will  be 
very  many  people  that  can  attend 
from  the  remote  areas  of  our  na¬ 
tion.  Surely  we  have  enough  re¬ 
source  people  in  every  jurisdiction 
to  give  leadership. 

The  day  we  can  attract  3,000- 
5,000  participants  in  at  least  each 
jurisdiction  to  a  "Gathering,"  that 
may  be  the  day  when  we  shall  expe¬ 
rience  revitalization.  Let’s  raise  our 
sights  and  stretch  our  horizons. 

Leonard  L.  Sukut 
Downers  Grove,  Illinois 

Just  say  'no'  to  peyote 

The  May  1 1  article  concerning 
the  religious  use  of  peyote  demon¬ 
strates  another  case  of  failure  to 
teach  fundamental  scriptural  truths. 

1  do  not  agree  with  the  Rev. 
George  E.  Tinker’s  comparison  of 
peyote  use  during  worship  to  using 
wine  in  a  service  of  communion. 
The  Gospels  very  clearly  describe 
the  events  of  the  Last  Supper  and 
the  offering  of  bread  and  wine  by 
Jesus  to  His  apostles. 

Nowhere  does  it  mention  the  use  of 
hallucinogenic  drugs,  “mild”  or  not. 
How  on  earth  did  they  become  a 
“central  sacramental  element  in  wor¬ 
ship  services  of  the  Native  American 
Church,  a  Christian  denomination?” 

The  Gospels  I  read  preach  against 
immoral  behavior.  The  letters  from 
Paul  in  my  Bible  teach  that  in 
Christ,  there  is  “neither  Greek  nor 
Jew,  free  man  or  slave”  and  “if  any 
man  is  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  crea¬ 
ture;  the  old  things  passed  away;  be¬ 
hold  new  things  have  come.” 


If  we  as  Christians  hold  these  to 
be  true,  why  then  should  we  cling  to 
the  past?  Christians  should  follow 
the  leadings  of  Jesus  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  leave  behind  all  that  does 
not  glorify  God. 

G.S.  O’Neill 

Chula  Vista,  California 

Prohibition  clarified 

The  quotations  of  the  Rev.  George 
E.  Tinker  that  appeared  in  the  May 
1 1  Reporter  regarding  the  Supreme 
Court’s  ruling  on  peyote  in  sacra¬ 
ments  contained  some  glaring  and 
common  errors  about  Prohibition. 

In  particular,  Mr.  Tinker  is  quoted 
as  saying,  “White  America  has  al¬ 
ways  had  two  standards  for  religion. 
It  was  illegal  to  use  alcohol  during 
Prohibition  except  in  church.” 

It  was  not  illegal  to  use  alcohol 
during  Prohibition. 

The  18th  Amendment  did  not 
prohibit  the  use  of  alcohol,  nor  did 
it  prohibit  paraphernalia,  posses¬ 
sion,  or  administration  of  the  stuff, 
either  in  church  or  anywhere  else, 
including  a  “speakeasy.” 

The  law  merely  prohibited  the 
manufacture,  sale,  interstate  trans¬ 
portation,  exportation  or  importa¬ 
tion  of  “intoxicating  liquors  for 
beverage  purposes.” 

Misinformation  regarding  Prohi¬ 
bition  is  forever  being  spouted  by 
many  people  who  have  not  even 
bothered  to  read  the  18th  Amend¬ 
ment.  In  truth,  Prohibition  was  a 
great  success,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  “legislating  morals." 

Richard  R.  Haight 
Gaithersburg,  Maryland 

Editorials  were  on  target 

I  just  wanted  to  tell  you  that  your 
editorials  headlined,  “Obey  the  Ten 
What??!!”  in  the  April  27  issue  and 
"Wave  of  vulgarity  disgusts”  in  the 
May  1 8  issue  are  both  right  on  target. 

Thank  you  for  having  the  courage 
to  defend  traditional  Christian  be¬ 
liefs  and  values  in  an  age  when  far 
too  many  people  are  ready  to  dismiss 
them  as  outmoded  and  irrelevant. 

Robert  A.  Hayes 
Dayton,  Tennessee 

How  far  have  we  come? 

I  was  delighted  to  see  such  swift 
coverage  of  the  1990  United  Meth- 
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My  Witn^ccf-:  ...  .  «•  :  :  "  • 

God's  reconciling  spirit  holds  UMs  together 


By  KATHLYN  HOOVER 

The  Pacific  Northwest  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  like  other  UM  confer¬ 
ences  at  this  time  of  year,  annual¬ 
ly  brings  together  ministers  and 
lay  delegates  from  its  member 
churches — more  than  200  local 
churches  in  Washington  and 
northern  Idaho. 

“Annual  conference”  is  some¬ 
thing  like  a  combination  political 
convention,  union  hall  meeting, 
camp  revival,  and  Iowa  State  pic¬ 
nic,  all  rolled  into  one. 

Like  political  conventioneers, 
delegates  at  conference  sprout 
buttons  on  their  lapels,  collect 
leaflets,  and  listen  to  a  parade  of 
people  who  each  have  only  a  few 
moments  on  stage  to  campaign 
for  their  programs. 

Like  workers  in  a  union  hall 
meeting,  we  hotly  debate  issues, 
especially  when  money  is  in¬ 
volved. 

Like  attendees  at  a  religious 
camp  revival,  we  pray  and  wor¬ 
ship  and  sing  (especially  sing!) 
with  enthusiasm. 

And  like  solid  farm  folk  at  an 
Iowa  State  picnic  loading  up  our 
trays  in  the  cafeteria,  we  eat. 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may 
share  meaningful 
experiences  of 
the  Christian  life. 

The  Rev.  Kathlyn 
Hoover  is  the 
minister  of  Wal¬ 
lingford  United  Methodist  Church 
(Pacific  Northwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length ) 
to  "My  Witness,"  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


There  are  times  at  annual  con¬ 
ference,  I  confess,  that  I  wonder 
just  who  are  all  these  extended 
family  members  that  I  married 
myself  into  by  joining  the  United 
Methodist  church. 

Is  there  any  difference? 

Listening  to  a  speaker  with 
whose  ideas  I  roundly  disagree, 
singing  a  hymn  laced  with  exclu¬ 
sively  male  language  for  God, 
watching  people  jostle  one  anoth¬ 
er  trying  to  secure  political  posi¬ 
tion  and  advantages — I  wonder 


wryly  just  whether  there  really  is 
any  difference  between  the  gath¬ 
ering  of  our  church  and  a  politi¬ 
cal  convention,  a  union  hall 
meeting,  a  camp  revival,  and  a 
state  picnic. 

And  then,  it  hits  me.  Some¬ 
where  between  a  speaker’s  pitch 
for  money  and  a  gelatinous  plate 
of  macaroni  and  cheese  in  the 
cafeteria,  I  look  out  at  this  whole 
gathering  of  700-plus  people  and 
realize; 

They  don’t  have  to  be  here! 
They  all  have  come — some  from 
a  considerable  distance,  and 
most  at  considerable  personal  ex¬ 
pense,  taking  time  away  from  job 
and  family  responsibilities — sim¬ 
ply  because  they  love  the  church. 

It  is  a  remarkable  thing.  Where 
else  will  you  find  such  a  gather¬ 
ing?  Members  of  annual  confer¬ 
ence  sleep  in  spartan  dormitory 
rooms.  They  step  through  a  pace 
that  begins  with  morning  wor¬ 
ship  at  6:30  a.m.  and  scarcely  al¬ 
lows  for  restroom  breaks. 

They  labor  over  piles  of  paper 
and  listen  attentively  through 
hours  of  discussion.  They  do  all 
this  because  they  are  trying  to 
discern  what  might  be  the  will  of 
God  for  our  church  in  this  time 
and  place. 


Last  year,  on  the  final  day  of 
annual  conference,  I  was  glad  to 
be  able  to  offer  a  closing  benedic¬ 
tion  in  worship.  I  sat  on  the  dais 
awaiting  my  part  in  the  service 
and  had  the  opportunity  to  look 
out  from  a  new  vantage  point  on 
the  whole  gathering. 

Faces  were  looking  up 

I  looked  out  and  saw  men  and 
women  standing  to  sing  a  hymn 
together — a  sea  of  faces  looking 
up,  worshipping  God.  1  saw 
waves  of  clergy  in  their  flowing 
robes  and  red  vestments,  and 
rows  of  laypeople  in  their  Sunday 
best. 

I  saw  people  of  all  different 
ages,  colors,  lifestyles,  economic 
circumstances,  political  and 
theological  persuasions. 

/^nd  I  knew  then  that  we  were 
broilght  together  by  something 
more  than  simply  politics,  mutu¬ 
al  benefit,  and  social  pleasures. 

We  were  brought  together  by 
the  reconciling  spirit  of  God, 
calling  us  to  a  common  ministry, 
and  binding  us  together  with  a 
common  love. 

1  thank  God  that  we  are  part  of 
the  connectional  family  of  faith 
called  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 
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odist  Women’s  Assembly  held  in 
Kansas  City  (see  UMR,  May  11). 

However,  I  was  appalled  that 
only  the  participating  males  pic¬ 
tured  were  named  while  the  female 
participants  remained  nameless. 

Perhaps  we  haven’t  come  so  far 
after  all! 

Jackie  Wenberg 
Palos  Heights,  Illinois 

Salary  is  a  bit  much 

It  was  with  a  great  deal  of  interest 
and  curiosity  that  I  read  the  May  1 1 
Faith  Watch  column  in  which  a 
short  piece  headlined,  “Average 
Pastoral  Pay”  reported  that  the  av¬ 
erage  pastor  makes  $56,695. 

Who  is  the  “anointed  one”  wlro 
gets  $174,078  per  year?  Even  in 
these  days  of  overpayment  for  effort 
expended,  that  seems  a  bit  much. 

Let’s  have  a  story  in  the  Reporter 
on  this  great  man  of  Christian  faith. 
The  “second  coming”  is  here  and  we 
all  seemed  to  have  missed  it! 

Donald  Hunter 
Quincy,  Massachusetts 

Your  new  hymnal's  great 

Last  Sunday  I  worshiped  in  a 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Mil¬ 
ford,  Ohio,  and  was  interested  in 
your  new  hymnal. 

It  is  very  impressive.  It  struck  me 
as  a  fine  balance,  having  one  foot  in 
classical  hymnody  and  another  in 
contemporary  worship  music. 

I  am  a  United  Church  of  Christ 
member  and  understand  that  we  are 
going  to  compile  a  new  hymnal. 
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The  best  thing  we  probably  could 
do  would  be  to  buy  your  hymnal 
and  put  our  logo  on  the  cover. 

George  Eberhard 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Suggestions  invited 

As  a  member  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference-mandated  special  Committee 
on  Baptism,  I  welcome  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  respond  to  the  story  on  the 
committee’s  work  in  the  May  4  issue. 

While  the  stories  were  accurate 
and  carefully  written,  a  very  impor¬ 
tant  omission  may  lead  to  serious 
misunderstandings. 

“Confirmation  may  be  on  its  way 
out  in  the  UMC,”  but  something 
else  needs  to  take  its  place.  Or,  as 
the  Rev.  Duane  Gebhard,  pastor  of 
Central  UMC  in  Winona,  Minn., 
has  said:  “We  had  better  offer 
something  to  youth  as  they  leave 
childhood  and  enter  adulthood  that 
recognizes  their  changing  attitudes 
about  family,  church  and  God.” 

The  committee  has  come  to  its 
thinking  for  several  reasons: 

■  In  exploring  the  theology  of 
baptism,  we  understand  that  it  is  a 
sacrament  complete  in  itself. 

■  Confirmation  has  developed  in 
a  peculiar  historical  fashion  to  be¬ 
come  now  a  “rite  of  passage”  for 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Let  each  of  you  look  not  only  to 
his  own  interests,  but  also  to  the  in¬ 
terests  of  others.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Ephesians  3:20,21) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  4 

Monday:  Psalms  104:24-34 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  44: 1-8 
Wednesday:  Acts  2:1-21 
Thursday:  John  7:37-39 
Friday:  John  20: 1 9-23 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  1 2: 3b- 1 3 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  12:14-31 


youth. 

■  In  a  recent  national  study  by 
the  Search  Institute  of  Minneapolis, 
those  denominations  with  the  most 
extensive  “confirmation  programs” 
also  show  the  most  significant  drop 
in  attendance  immediately  after 
confirmation  has  taken  place. 

Therefore,  “confirmation”  makes 
neither  good  theology  nor  good 
Christian  education. 

Clearly  all  persons — children, 
youth  and  adults — need  to  reaffirm 
their  baptism  throughout  their  lives 
in  ways  that  are  appropriate  to  their 
own  Christian  maturity. 

The  committee  and  I  would  wel¬ 
come  suggestions  and  contributions 
as  to  ways  that  meaningful  rites,  re¬ 
ligious  experiences,  and  symbolic 
acts  might  enable  them  to  do  that. 

Jeanne  Audrey  Powers 
New  York,  New  York 


What  others- 
=are  saying 

“Don’t  bring  us  Christianity.  We 
have  Christianity.  Work  with  our 
churches  to  help  them  grow.  . . .  Over 
in  Switzerland,  where  it  has  been  free, 
the  church  is  much  more  dead  than  in 
Eastern  Europe.  Rush  in  and  start 
some  excitement  there  if  you  can.” 

— Rev.  Milan  Opochensky  of  Czecho¬ 
slovakia,  general  secretary  of  the 
World  Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches 
*  *  *  . 

“Ours  is  the  faith  of  forgiveness 
and  the  second  opportunity — and 
Jhe  third  and  fourth  and  fifth.  If  we 
need  forgiveness — and  each  of  us 
does  at  one  time  or  another — it  is 
ours  if  we  ask.  Opportunities  pre¬ 
sent  themselves  to  us  endlessly  and 
with  God’s  guidance  and  strength 
we  can  grasp  them  and  use  them  to 
their  fullest  and  best.” 

— The  Rev.  Kent  Douglass,  superin¬ 
tendent,  Central  West  District,  De¬ 
sert-Southwest  Conference 
*  *  * 

“I  resent  evangelists  who  come 
with  an  agenda  of  which  I  am  an 
item.  I  have  great  rapport,  on  the 
other  hand,  with  someone  who  elic¬ 
its  my  participation.  .  .  .1  don’t 
want  to  give  people  a  paint-by-the- 
numbers  kit.  I  give  them  a  sketch 
and  let  them  fill  in  the  details." 

— Christian  musician  Noel  Paul  Stoo- 
key  (“Paul”  of  “Peter,  Paul  and  Mary”) 
*  *  * 

“[The  church]  embodies  the  gos¬ 
pel  best  when  it  is  particularly  solici¬ 
tous  of  those  within  its  number  who 
are  most  troubled  and  when  it 
reaches  beyond  its  own  membership 
to  such  people  who  stand  alone.” 

— The  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Christian  ethics,  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary 
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PRAYERS  FOR  SUMMIT:  Washing 

ton’s  Metropolitan  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  was  host  to  part  of  a  prayer  vigil  for  suc¬ 
cess  of  last  week’s  U.S.-Soviet  summit  confer¬ 
ence.  “We  meet  at  the  time  of  the  political 
summit,”  but  “political  events  do  not  have  the 
final  or  ultimate  role  in  life,”  the  Rev.  Leonid 
Kishkovsky,  president  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches,  said  during  a  liturgy  at  Washing¬ 
ton  Cathedral  opening  the  international  vigil. 

EARTHQUAKE  AID:  Emergency  re¬ 
lief  Advance  numbers  for  earthquake  victims  in 
Romania  and  Peru  have  been  established  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Contri¬ 
butions  for  Romania  can  be  sent  to  UMCOR 
Advance  No.  368210-5;  contributions  for  Peru, 
to  UMCOR  Advance  No.  741550-2.  The  May 
30  earthquake  in  Eastern  Europe,  which  struck 
hardest  in  Romania,  also  was  felt  in  the  Soviet 
Union  and  Bulgaria.  At  least  nine  people  were 
killed.  In  Peru,  a  45-second  earthquake  May  29 
in  the  Amazon  basin  jungle  destroyed  several 
towns  and  killed  more  than  100  people,  injuring 
hundreds  more.' 

ISRAELI  MOVES  PROTESTED:  a 

letter  expressing  horror  at  the  recent  killings  of 
Palestinians  in  Israel  and  the  occupied  territo¬ 
ries  has  been  sent  to  President  Bush  from  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 

!  World  Division.  The  letter,  signed  by  Sue  Rob- 
|  inson,  area  secretary  for  the  Middle  East,  said 
U.S.  taxpayers  bear  “much  responsibility”  for 
the  deaths  because  of  the  nearly  $4  billion  given 
'  to  Israel  annually  by  the  United  States.  Much  of 
that  aid,  the  letter  said,  “is  used  to  continue  the 
illegal  and  brutal  occupation  of  East  Jerusalem, 
the  West  Bank  and  Gaza.” 

BISHOPS  REBUFFED:  The  unofficial 
Good  News  evangelical  caucus  will  not  honor  a 
request  by  United  Methodism’s  Council  of 
Bishops  calling  for  reconsideration  of  plans  to 
develop  an  “alternative”  curriculum  resource 
for  congregations.  James  Robb,  editor-in-chief 
of  Bristol  Books,  said  May  29  that  Good  News 
has  no  plans  to  reconsider  publication  of  the 
“Bristol  Bible  Curriculum,”  which  is  described 
as  being  both  “evangelical”  and  “Wesleyan”  in 
orientation.  Mr.  Robb  said  he  believes  the  bish¬ 
ops  issued  their  statement  based  on  what  he 
called  “a  lack  of  complete  information,"  pitting 
the  Good  News  curriculum  against  official 
study  materials  produced  by  the. General  Board 
of  Discipleship.  According  to  Mr.  Robb,  the  pri¬ 
mary  audience  for  the  new  curriculum  would  be 
an  estimated  5,000  churches  that  use  indepen¬ 
dent  materials  from  outside  the  denomination. 

CHAPEL  BEGUN:  Work  has  begun  on 
the  longtime  dream  of  a  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man — an  interdenominational  chapel  at  Camp 
David,  the  presidential  retreat  in  the  Maryland 
mountains.  Retired  building  contractor  Ken¬ 
neth  H.  Plummer  Sr.,  of  Chambersburg,  Pa., 
launched  the  chapel  project.  He  said  recently  he 
hopes  the  work  can  be  completed  by> Thanksgiv¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Plummer  said  that  about  90  percent  of 
a  $1  million  goal  for  the  project  has  been  raised. 
His  association  with  the  site  dates  to  camping 
there  as  a  Boy  Scout.  Later  his  firm  handled 
several  major  construction  contracts  there. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMC  seeks  to  aid  refugees  in  war-torn  Liberia 


From  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 

Two  funds  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  as¬ 
sist  refugees  of  the  current  civil 
war  in  Liberia. 

Advance  Fund  No.  10916-6  R- 
A.  with  a  goal  of  $500,000,  has 
been  set  up  for  the  Liberian  An¬ 
nual  Conference  by  the  board’s 
World  Division. 

The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
hopes  to  establish  a  rehabilita¬ 
tion  program  for  Liberia.  The 
Advance  number  for  the  Liberia 
Emergency  is  1 50-300-7. 

Rebel  forces  invaded  northern 
Liberia  in  December.  Heavy 
fighting  ensued  in  Nimba  County 
against  government  troops  loyal 
to  state  President  Samuel  K. 
Doe.  At  least  300,000  people  re¬ 
portedly  have  been  forced  from 
their  homes  and  villages. 

Some  United  Methodist  prop¬ 
erties,  including  Ganta  Hospital, 
have  been  damaged  in  the  pro¬ 
cess. 

James  Brentlinger,  administra¬ 
tor  of  the  hospital,  and  his  wife, 
Mary  Ella,  a  midwife,  were 
among  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  evacuated  March  28. 

Mr.  Brentlinger  said  items  lost 
from  the  hospital  include  operat¬ 
ing  tables.  X-ray  machines,  beds, 
boilers,  generators,  laundry  facil¬ 


ities  and  a  large  inventory  of 
drugs  and  supplies. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  UMCOR,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  cots  and  blankets 
were  sent  to  the  country  for  refu¬ 
gee  services,  but  it  has  been  diffi¬ 
cult  to  get  them  delivered 
because  the  airport  was  closed. 

However,  as  soon  as  flights  are 
resumed,  disaster  response  teams 
will  be  able  to  distribute  more 
food  and  blankets,  she  said. 

“We  have  been  supporting  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Li¬ 
beria  historically  and  we  cannot 
turn  away  from  the  people  of  Li¬ 


beria  now,"  said  Ms.  Kehrberg. 

"With  God’s  grace,  we  can  as¬ 
sist  the  church  and  the  country 
when  stability  occurs.  We  want 
United  Methodists  to  send  their 
Advance  gifts  now  so  we  can  be 
ready  with  shipments  of  rice  for 
the  refugees." 

UMCOR  has  given  a  $13,000 
emergency  grant  to  the  Liberian 
Annual  Conference  and  some 
750  blankets  for  the  refugees. 

The  World  Division  goal  was 
set  after  a  May  16-26  visit  with 
refugees  along  the  Liberian  bor¬ 
der  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Fletcher 
of  the  division’s  Africa/Europe 


team  and  UMCOR  project  offi¬ 
cer  the  Rev.  R.  Dean  Hancock. 

According  to  Mr.  Fletcher,  the 
I  50,000  Liberian  refugees  in 
neighboring  Guinea  and  the  Ivo¬ 
ry  Coast  are  being  cared  for  by 
major  relief  organizations  in  co¬ 
ordination  with  governments  of 
those  countries. 

Relief  efforts  inside  Liberia  are 
still  being  organized.  Mr.  Fletch¬ 
er  said  that  “a  lot  of  displaced 
persons  [remain]  in  the  bush  or 
within  Liberia.” 

United  Methodist  News  Service 
and  Religious  News  Service  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  report. 
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Home  church  prays  for  one  last  missionary 


By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

A  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Tennessee  prayed  this 
weekend  for  the  safety  of  the 
only  remaining  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionary  in  Liberia  as  rebel 
insurgents  moved  into  the  capital 
city  of  Monrovia. 

First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Maryville,  Tenn.,:  re¬ 
members  the  Rev.  William 
Frank  Warnock  Sr.  as  their  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  from  1983-87. 

All  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  except  Mr.  Warnock  were 
evacuated  in  late  April.  He  de¬ 


cided  to  remain  in  Liberia  to 
help  direct  refugee  ministries  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
that  country. 

The  Maryville  church,  about 
16  miles  south  of  Knoxville,  has 
provided  financial  support  for 
Mr.  Warnock  and  his  wife, 
Grace.  The  church  has  also  given 
$100,000  during  the  past  decade 
to  the  United  Methodist  Liberian 
Annual  Conference.  Much  of 
that  was  designated  for  the 
Ganta  United  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal.  plus  a  truck  for  Mr.  War¬ 
nock. 

The  Rev.  Nelson  C.  Woody, 
senior  pastor  of  First  Church,  told 


the  Reporter  in  a  telephone  inter¬ 
view,  “It’s  going  to  be  hard  to 
maintain  mission  giving  in  the 
local  churches”  after  the  civil 
war  in  Liberia.  However,  he  ex¬ 
pects  his  and  other  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  will  continue 
their  partnership  with  United 
Methodists  in  Liberia. 

The  pastor  spoke  by  long-dis¬ 
tance  phone  with  Mr.  Warnock 
several  times  last  week  while  the 
missionary  was  confined  to  the 
United  Methodist  compound  in 
Monrovia. 

During  a  conversation  May  31, 
Mr.  Warnock  reported  that  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  Liberian  Council  of 


Churches  had  met  with  President 
Samuel  K.  Doe  to  see  if  the  fight-  , 
ing  could  be  stopped. 

“President  Doe  told  the  group 
he  plans  to  defend  the  heart  of  the 
city  around  the  capitol,"  said  Mr. 
Woody.  “The  sad  thing  is  that  our 
United  Methodist  mission  com¬ 
pound  is  near  the  capitol.” 

Many  who  escaped  the  rebel 
attack  at  the  U.N.  fled  to  the 
fenced-in  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  compound  on  the  beach  in 
Monrovia.  Mr.  Woody  said  Mr. 
Warnock  reported  that  some  51 
people  were  there  at  one  point, 
including  Liberian  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Arthur  Kulah. 


Top-ranked  students 
get  facts  on  homeless 


reporter  staff  photos  by  diane  huie  balay 
These  college  student  leaders  are  a  part  of  the  steering  committee  of  the  1991  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Student  Leadership  Development  Forum.  Front  row,  from  left,  are  Jim  Ramsey,  Mid¬ 
land,  Tenn.,  Teiland  Hand,  Charlotte,  N.C.,  and  Christy  Burford,  Lubbock,  Texas.  At  back  are 
Erik  Webb,  Central  Port,  Ore.;  Dexter  Rogers,  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.;  and  September  Young, 
Portland,  Ore. 
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THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


APPROVED  BYTHE 
UNIVERSITY  SENATE  OF  THE 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


Discover  the  joy  of  Asbury's 
Mission  for  Ministry 

For  65  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have 
served  at  the  forefront  of  Christ's  army  of 
compassion  around  the  world  as  ministers, 
missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 

Now,  you  can  be  a  part  of  Aflbury's  effective 
servant-leader  team. 

If  you  feel  called  to  Christian  ministry  prepare 
yourself  where  faculty  and  studens  stand  true 
to  biblical,  Wesleyan,  evangelical  beliefs. 

Let  us  show  you  how  to  combine  the  strength 
of  your  Christian  commitment  with  Asbury's 
mission  for  ministry 

Accredited  graduate  degree  programs 
for  Christian  leadership  include: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 

•  Research:  Biblical  Studies,  Theological  Studies 

•  Specialization:  Christian  Education; 

Church  Music;  Parish  Counseling; 

World  Mission  and  Evangelism;  Youth  Ministry 
Dual  Degree:  Master  of  Divinity/Master  of  Arts  - 
Pastoral  Counseling 
Master  of  Theology  in  World  Mission 
and  Evangelism 
Doctor  of  Missiology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 

Cooperative  Programs  (University  of  Kentucky): 
Master  of  Social  Work  (UK)  and  M.DIv. 
orM.A.  (Asbuty) 

Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 

Special  Continuing  Educatton/Leadership/ 
Minsterial  programs 

Let's  talk  about  ways  you  can  find  your  place  In 
Asbury's  mission  for  ministry 

Asbury 
Theological 
Seminary 

Wilmore,  KY  40390 

Call  1800  2-ASBURY 

In  Kentucky  1606)  858-3581. 

Eastern  time  zone. 

For  student  enrollment  Information,  ask 
for  Admissions.  For  other  Information,  ask 
for  Development. 


School's  affiliation  loss 
troubles  some  students 


By  DIANE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

What  happens  to  scholarship  stu¬ 
dents  when  a  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  college  loses  its  church 
affiliation? 

Teikyo  Westmar  University  se¬ 
nior  Dexter  Rogers  of  St.  Peters¬ 
burg.  Fla.,  said  students  were 
distressed  when  that  happened  to 
his  school. 

The  LeMars,  Iowa,  university  was 
removed  May  23  from  the  list  of 
colleges  and  universities  approved 
to  receive  United  Methodist  funds 
(see  UMR.  June  1). 

That  action  was  taken  by  the 
United  Methodist  University  Sen¬ 
ate.  the  25-member  body  that  deter- 
mines  whether  schools  can  be 
officially  listed  as  United  Method¬ 
ist-affiliated. 

The  University  Senate  based  its 
judgment  on  the  fact  that  a  reorga¬ 
nization  this  spring  placed  control 
of  the  school  under  one  man.  Dr. 
Shoichi  Okinaga  of  Tokyo. 

"Students  were  really  upset  with 
the  United  Methodist  Church,"  Mr. 
Rogers  told  the  Reporter  during  a 
break  from  the  Student  Leadership 
Development  Forum  (see  related 
article). 

Mr.  Rogers,  a  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  major  involved  in  a  leadership 
capacity  in  many  Christian  activi¬ 
ties  at  his  university,  is  a  member  of 
the  steering  committee  of  the 
ehurchwide  leadership  training 
qvent. 


"About  200  Teikyo  Westmar  stu¬ 
dents  had  a  big  rally  in  front  of  the 
school  commons  when  we  heard 
about  the  Univerity  Senate  investi¬ 
gation,"  he  said. 

"Some  students  carried  signs  that 
said  ’Christians  are  not  prejudiced.’ 
Some  thought  the  church  was  judg¬ 
ing  the  Japanese  for  skin  color  and 
not  for  other  things.”  Mr.  Rogers 
said. 

"But  we  don’t  know  the  whole 
story."  he  said.  “The  University 
Senate  didn't  voice  their  concerns 
to  the  students.  Why  can’t  they  give 
it  to  us  straight?" 

Bishop  Rueben  Job  (Iowa  Area) 
earlier  had  expressed  dismay  that 
the  church  had  been  portrayed  as 
"provincial  and  racist  because  it 
stood  against  giving  complete  con¬ 
trol  to  one  person.” 

When  the  students  found  out  the 
school  was  no  longer  eligible  for 
United  Methodist  funds,  Mr.  Rog¬ 
ers  said,  "they  were  plenty  wor¬ 
ried." 

At  a  Teikyo  Westmar  student 
meeting,  however,  "Mr.  Takashi 
Yamanaka.  chairman  of  the  board 
of  trustees,  said  the  school  would 
make  up  the  difference  to  scholar¬ 
ship  students."  Mr.  Rogers  said. 

This  was  confirmed  by  Teikyo 
Westmar  public  relations  director 
Marsha  Melnichak. 

"President  Arthur  Richardson 
said  we  will  honor  the  church's 
commitment  to  these  students,"  she 
said. 


By  DIANE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

DALLAS — Margie  Smith  looked 
around  the  room  at  the  United 
Methodist  college  student  leaders 
crowded  into  the  shelter  for  the 
homeless. 

“I  see  a  lot  of  prestigious  univer¬ 
sities  represented  here.”  said  Ms. 
Smith,  a  staff  member  at  Dallas' 
Trinity  Ministry  to  the  Poor. 

“You'd  be  surprised  how  many  of 
our  homeless  clients  have  degrees 
from  your  schools.” 

This  was  not  the  first  time  that 
the  students  heard  that  college  de¬ 
grees  are  no  protection  against 
homelessness. 

"Homelessness  and  Hunger’’ 
were  the  topics  addressed  at  the 
May  26-29  national  Student  Lead¬ 
ership  Development  Forum  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

The  203  college  students  and  fo¬ 
rum  leaders  representing  48  annual 
conferences  and  several  overseas 
countries  visited  shelters  and  hot- 
meal  programs,  held  small-group 
discussions,  attended  workshops, 
and  strongly  voiced  their  concerns 
about  the  plight  of  homeless  people 
in  the  United  States. 

Some  have  degrees 

"I  have  met  homeless  people  with 
master’s  degrees  and  doctorates 
from  my  own  school,”  said  Lisa 
Warner,  a  20-year-old  junior  at  the 
University  of  California  at 
Berkeley. 

"At  one  point  or  another  they  hit 
bottom  and  they  didn’t  have  a  com¬ 
munity  of  support." 

On  the  other  hand,  said  20-year- 
old  Jason  Timmons  of  California 
State  at  Los  Angeles,  “Many  of  the 
homeless  are  unemployed,  unem¬ 
ployable  and  uneducated.  Their  sit¬ 
uation  shows  that  capitalism  does 
not  work." 

Ms.  Warner  countered:  “Before 
we  can  talk  about  changing  the  gov¬ 
ernment  or  our  church  we’ve  got  to 
get  out  there  and  meet  them.  We've 
got  to  be  willing  to  go  and  sit  and 
talk  to  these  people. 

“Get  to  know  these  people,”  she 
urged  the  other  students.  "It  will 
change  your  life.” 

Guest  speaker  Peter  Johnson  said 
he  knows  these  people  well,  indeed. 

"We  lived  it.  me  and  my  family,” 
lie  said. 

Now  executive  director  of  the 
Dallas  Chapter  of  the  Southern 
Christian  Leadership  Conference 
and  a  member  of  New  Aldersgate 
United  Methodist  Church,  Mr. 
Johnson  said  he  and  his  family  lost 
their  condominium  not  long  after 
the  protracted  illness  and  subse¬ 
quent  death  of  his  mother. 

His  wife  and  children  moved  in 
with  her  family  while  he  lived  in  his 
car  or  with  friends. 


Lisa  Warner 

“Get  to  know  these  people.  ” 

"I  read  the  Bible  every  day  and 
prayed  every  day  and  had  faith  that 
God  would  get  me  and  my  family 
back  together. 

Can  happen  to  anyone 

“I  saw  people  smarter  than  I, 
good  people,  who  lived  under  tres¬ 
tles.  It  can  happen  to  anyone. 

“One  man  had  worked  all  of  his 
.life  until  he  got  hurt.  He  lost  his 
house  when  he  owed  less  than 
S5.000  on  it.  He  and  his  family  of 
four  ended  up  on  the  street. 

"I  know  people  who  work  every 
day,  work  hard  every  day.  On  mini¬ 
mum  wages,  housing  doesn’t  exist 
that  they  can  afford." 

Mr.  Johnson  told  the  group  that 
on  any  given  night,  Dallas  has 
15.000  homeless  with  only  2.000 
spaces  in  shelters. 

More  and  more  children  are 
growing  up  on  the  streets,  he  said. 
Children  are  living  in  cars  or  with 
their  young  mothers  in  abandoned 
buildings. 

"These  children  will  be  psycho¬ 
logically  scarred  for  life,”  Mr.  John¬ 
son  said. 

He  was  baffled,  he  said,  by  the  si¬ 
lence  of  college  campuses  on  this 
problem. 

The  students  appeared  just  as 
baffled  about  what  theycould  do. 

"We  want  to  help.”  a  young  man 
said.  "We  just  don't  know  how." 

"The  churches  must  help  peo¬ 
ple."  Mr.  Johnson  said.  "They  need 
to  provide  services,  shelter  and 
meals.  If  you  know  of  a  church  not 
opening  its  doors  at  night,  encour¬ 
age  them  to  do  so.  Churches  are  do¬ 
ing  a  tremendous  job  in  this  area 
and  some  excellent  programs  exist.” 

This  year’s  forum  of  United 
Methodist  college  campus  leaders, 
meeting  at  Southern  Methodist 
University,  is  only  the  second  na¬ 
tional  gathering  since  the  1 960s,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  Allan  Burry, 
assistant  general  secretary  of  the 
Campus  Ministry  Section  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 


Faith  at  work 
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Duane  Ewers 
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BEAT  THE  HEAT:  Lack  of  air  condi¬ 
tioning  in  the  fellowship  hall  where  it  meets  has 
caused  the  innovative  “singles  church”  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Memphis  to  move 
for  the  summer.  "Some  of  my  most  faithful 
members  who  haven’t  missed  a  Sunday  in  the 
last  five  months  said  they're  not  coming  if  they 
have  to  sit  and  sweat,”  said  the  Rev.  Mike 
McAlister,  associate  pastor  who  leads  the  sin¬ 
gles  church.  The  singles  will  use  the  atrium  of  a 
local  mall  for  worship.  They  also  plan  to  raise 
$1,200  to  install  air  conditioning  at  Memphis 
First's  fellowship  hall. 

DRUG  RISK:  Home-centered  discus¬ 
sions  on  faith  and  intergenerational  “rap"  ses¬ 
sions  on  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse  are  urgent  needs  yet 
to  be  addressed  effectively 
by  United  Methodist 
church  school  curriculum, 
says  the  Rev.  Duane  Ewers, 
editor  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  publications.  “Many 
youth  today  say  they  do  not 
hear  their  parents  talking  to 
them  about  faith  issues,”  he  said.  Four  in  10 
United  Methodist  teens  participating  in  a  re¬ 
cent  major  ecumenical  study  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  admitted  they  were  involved  in  three  or 
more  types  of  “at-risk”  behavior. 

WISCONSIN  REBOUNDS:  Belt¬ 
tightening  measures  taken  in  early  1989  plus  in¬ 
creased  giving  to  basic  funds  enabled  United 
Methodism’s  Wisconsin  Annual  Conference  to 
survive  a  financial  crisis  and  close  its  1989  cal¬ 
endar  year  with  a  balance  of  more  than 
$450,000,  according  to  conference  officials. 
Faced  at  the  beginning  of  1989  with  an  indebt¬ 
edness  of  $723,000,  the  conference  voted  at  a 
special  session  to  reduce  the  overall  budget  by 
10  percent.  A  6  percent  increase  was  recorded 
in  funds  apportioned  to  congregations. 

HEADING  TRUSTEES:  The  Rev 

James  T.  Laney,  president  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  has  been 
named  head  of  trustees  for  the  United  Board  of 
Christian  Higher  Education  in  Asia.  That  is  an 
ecumenical,  not-for-profit  agency  dedicated  to 
educating  future  Asian  leaders. 

COORDINATOR  NAMED:  Andy 

Peterson,  a  student  at  Vanderbilt  Divinity  School 
in  Nashville,  has  been  named  project  coordinator 
for  “Youth  ’91.”  The  international  gathering  of 
United  Methodist  youth  is  scheduled  Aug.  5-9, 
1 99 1 ,  at  the  University  of  Missouri,  Columbia. 

NOMINATING  TIME:  The  United 

Methodist  Publishing  House  is  accepting  nomi¬ 
nations  for  the  1990  Circuit  Rider  Award  hon¬ 
oring  contributions  to  church  growth.  Forms 
are  available  from  active  bishops,  conference 
council  on  ministries  directors,  and  district  su¬ 
perintendents,  as  well  as  from  Cokesbury  stores 
and  the  Publishing  House.  Nominations  must 
be  postmarked  by  July  1 5. 

ALL  THAT  JAZZ:  The  Jazz  Orchestra 
from  United  Methodist-related  Clark  Atlanta 
University  has  been  invited  to  perform  in  two 
prestigious  jazz  festivals  this  summer — the 
North  Sea  Jazz  Festival  in  Holland  and  the 
Montreux  Jazz  Festival  in  Switzerland,  July  1 1- 
21.  This  is  the  fourth  invitation  to  the  world- 
class  festivals  for  the  group.  Some  1,000  artists 
and  25  bands  from  all  over  the  world  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  perform. 

DEAN  NAMED:  The  Rev.  Douglas 
Meeks,  an  author  and  professor  of  theology  and 
philosophy  at  United  Church  of  Christ-related 
Eden  Theological  Seminary  in  St.  Louis,  has  been 
named  academic  dean  of  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in  Washington. 
He  succeeds  the  Rev.  Matjorie  H.  Suchocki.  Dr. 
Suchocki  will  become  professor  of  process  theol¬ 
ogy  at  UM-related  Claremont  School  of  Theology 
in  Claremont,  Calif.  She  succeeds  retiring  Clare¬ 
mont  professor  John  Cobb.  Dr.  Meeks  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  “The  Future  of  the  Methodist  Theological 
T radition,"  among  others. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UM  congregations  are  blooming  in  the  desert 

Desert  Southwest  conference's  growth  program  is  reaping  a  harvest  of  new  churches 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Managing  Editor 

Never  mind  how  dry  the  land, 
how  hot  the  days,  how  sparse  the 
population. 

United  Methodists  are  finding 
that  the  fields  are  ripe  unto  the 
harvest  in  Arizona  and  southern 
Nevada — that  portion  of  the 
church  known  as  the  Desert 
Southwest  Annual  Conference. 

Top  priority  since  1984 

The  "harvest”  goes  under  the 
programmatic  name  of  Congre¬ 
gational  Development.  That 
means  starting  new  churches, 
and  it  has  been  a  top  priority 
ever  since  Desert  Southwest  or¬ 
ganized  in  1984. 

Results? 

■  20  churches  were  started  in 
five  years.  That’s  nearly  a  20  per¬ 
cent  growth  over  the  109  the  con¬ 
ference  had  when  it  separated 
from  what  became  the  Califor¬ 
nia-Pacific  conference. 

■  Three  new  churches  have 
more  than  200  members;  two 
others  more  than  1 50. 

■  Financial  aid  from  the  con¬ 
ference  has  included  operational 
subsidies  ranging  from  $4,000  to 
$150,000  per  church,  outright 
purchase  of  land  at  up  to 
$200,000  per  site  for  some,  low- 
interest  loans  for  others. 

■  Each  new  congregation,  in 
turn,  begins  with  a  budget  in¬ 
cluding  10  percent  for  apportion¬ 
ments — acceptance  of  a 
fair-share  portion  of  connection- 
al  expenses.  Conference  officials 


say  this  is  educational  as  well  as 
financial,  teaching  members  of 
new  churches  that  connectional 
ministries  are  an  integral  part  of 
any  local  church’s  outreach. 

■  Older  “partner”  churches 
provide  everything  from  funds  to 
help  buy  land  to  salary  or  person¬ 
nel  for  part-time  or  full-time  pas¬ 
torates. 

Conference  officials  conserva¬ 
tively  estimate  needing  to  start  3- 
4  churches  per  year  for  at  least  20 
years.  Based  on  that  assumption, 
the  conference  has  adopted  an 
$8.5  million  Congregational  De¬ 
velopment  and  Revitalization 
campaign. 

Of  that,  $5.5  million  will  pro¬ 
vide  a  permanent  endowment  to 
help  buy  land,  for  instance,  for 
1 1  churches  already  begun  but 
needing  an  estimated  $2.2  mil¬ 
lion  for  sites. 

The  other  $3  million  will  help 
new  churches  meet  operating  ex¬ 
penses. 

Two  men  more  than  any  oth¬ 
ers  have  their  fingers  on  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  pulse.  They  are  the  Rev. 
Robert  A.  Stanley,  pastor  of  Par¬ 
adise  Valley  UMC  in  the  Phoe¬ 
nix  suburb  of  the  same  name, 
and  the  Rev.  Michael  Nickerson, 
conference  director  of  congrega¬ 
tional  development. 

Dr.  Stanley  says  the  program 
began  with  three  “stern  reali¬ 
ties": 

1 .  The  backlog  of  need  was  far 
too  great  to  address  all  at  once. 

2.  In  some  areas  “where  we 
wish  United  Methodism  could  be 
represented,  it  was  too  late  for  us 


TUCSON,  Ariz.  The  Rev.  Jerry  D.  Elrod  baptizes  Drew  Downing  as  Drew’s  newly  baptized  sis¬ 
ter,  Carolyn,  and  their  parents,  Bruce  and  Marcia  Downing,  look  on.  Their  congregation,  Desert 
Skies  United  Methodist  Church,  is  one  of  the  many  blossoming  new  churches  planted  by  the 
congregation  development  program  of  the  Desert- Southwest  Annual  Conference. 


to  establish  a  church.”  In  many 
such  areas,  other  denominations 
had  moved  in. 

3.  Funds  were  extremely  limited. 

Because  of  limited  funds,  the 
conference  has  started  only  one 
church  via  “traditional”  meth¬ 
ods,  i.e.  buying  a  site,  funding  a 
new  pastor,  etc. 

Beyond  that,  says  Dr.  Stanley, 
new  and  imaginative  ways  had  to 
be  found. 


Tucson  church ' reaches  for  the  skies' 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

TUCSON — It’s  two  years  old, 
has  about  200  members  and  is 
“Reaching  for  the  Skies.” 

That’s  the  play-on-words  name 
of  a  $500,000  building  cam¬ 
paign — gifts,  pledges  and  prom¬ 
issory  notes— at  Desert  Skies 
United  Methodist  Church  on 
Tucson’s  northeastern  outskirts. 

Desert  Skies  is  a  microcosm  of 
the  annual  conference’s  congre¬ 
gational  development  program 
(see  related  story  above). 

For  its  first  eight  months  the 
congregation  met  in  an  elemen¬ 


tary  school.  This  meant,  as  its 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Jerry  D.  Elrod, 
recalls,  “setting  up  a  temporary 
worship  center  each  Sunday,  of¬ 
fering  classes  in  hallways  and 
corners,  scrounging  for  mid-week 
meeting  places  and  holding  choir 
rehearsals  in  homes.” 

Under  the  conference’s  “part¬ 
nering”  program,  funds  from  Tuc¬ 
son's  Catalina  UMC  helped  buy 
Desert  Skies'  1 0-acre  site.  St.  Paul 
UMC,  also  in  Tucson,  provided 
program-support  funds,  and  the 
conference  itself  provided  salary 
support  and  a  modular  unit. 

This  unit’s  2,600  square  feet 
contain  a  kitchen,  two  rest  rooms, 


four  classrooms,  an  office  area, 
pastor’s  study  and  a  multipurpose 
room. 

If  the  "Reach  for  the  Skies” 
campaign  succeeds.  Desert  Skies 
will  have  a  facility  with  7,300 
square  feet,  expanded  classroom 
space,  seating  for  290  in  a  multi¬ 
purpose  room  and  enlarged  of¬ 
fice  space. 

Dr.  Elrod  says  Desert  Skies’  new 
facility  will  be  designed  "to  look 
like  it  grew  up  out  of  the  desert.” 

Conference  officials  hope  it 
springs  up  quickly.  They  need  to 
move  the  modular  unit  to  anoth¬ 
er  new-church  site.' 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Start-up  sites  included  store¬ 
fronts,  an  elementary  school,  mo¬ 
bile  modular  units  owned  by  the 
cortference,  and  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  church. 

His  own  Paradise  Valley  UMC 
gave  more  than  $70,000  in  two 
years  to  help  provide  a  pastor  for 
one  new  congregation.  Two  other 
churches  gave  $25,000  a  year  for 
another  new  pastorate. 

Dr.  Nickerson  says  the  confer¬ 
ence  will  probably  use  the  “part¬ 
nering"  principle  for  many 
new-church  starts  for  the  foresee¬ 
able  future. 

Meanwhile,  he  says  the  pro¬ 
gram  faces  some  hard  sociologi¬ 
cal/demographic  facts. 

For  one,  he  doubts  that  people 
move  to  Arizona  and  southern  Ne¬ 
vada  primarily  to  enjoy  the  climate. 

“People  move  here  to  get  discon¬ 
nected  from  social  and  religious 
networks,”  he  contends.  Conse¬ 
quently  they’re  slow  to  “reconnect” 
with  such  things  as  church  mem¬ 
berships  or  they  maintain  member- 
ships  “back  home”  and  take 
“affiliate”  status  in  their  new 
churches. 

Fifty  percent  of  people  moving 
into  the  area  are  ages  35-50,  at¬ 


tracted  by  the  area’s  “up”  busi¬ 
ness  cycle.  A  large  percentage 
don’t  factor  church  membership 
into  their  lives,  in  part  because 
they  had  no  personal  or  familial 
history  of  church  life,  according 
to  Dr.  Nickerson. 

Catholicism  strongest 

Roman  Catholicism  is  by  far 
the  strongest  religious  presence. 
Mormons  are  growing  fast.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  with  an  estimated 
1.5  percent  of  the  population, 
have  to  “spot”  new-church  sites 
carefully,  based  on  projections 
from  state  and  county  planning- 
commission  data. 

Ideally,  says  Dr.  Nickerson,  no 
new  urban-area  United  Methodist 
church — Phoenix,  Tucson,  Las 
Vegas — should  be  started  closer 
than  5'/:  miles  from  the  next  near¬ 
est  UM  church.  Further  ideally, 
the  new  congregation  should  have 
five  acres,  with  room  for  expan¬ 
sion  to  1 ,000  members. 

In  this  “conference  aflame,” 
optimism  over  starting  new 
churches  is  as  high  as  the  Desert 
Skies— which,  by  the  way,  is  the 
name  of  one  new  congregation 
(see  accompanying  story). 


Urban  ministry  consultant  says 
cities  are  new  mission  frontier 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Cities  have 
become  “one  of  the  massive 
frontiers  in  mission,”  according 
to  the  Rev.  Raymond  Bakke, 
who  has  lived  in  inner-city  Chi¬ 
cago  for  25  years. 

Dr.  Bakke,  an  American  Bap¬ 
tist  who  is  married  to  a  United 
Methodist,  led  a  seminar  on  ur¬ 
banization  and  evangelization 
recently  for  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff. 

While  the  need  for  urban 
ministries  expands  with  popula¬ 
tion — 79  cities,  59  of  which  are 
in  developing  countries,  will 
count  more  than  4  million  peo¬ 
ple  each  by  2000 — Dr.  Bakke 
said  he  believes  that  “90  per¬ 
cent”  of  the  barriers  to  such 
ministries  come  from  within 


the  church  structure  itself. 

Dr.  Bakke  dropped  out  of  sem¬ 
inary  in  1966  to  study  Chicago 
and  its  77  inner-city  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  He  began  at  the  same  time 
to  study  Scripture,  “searching  for 
a  theology  as  big  as  the  city.” 

He  found  1,100  uses  of  the 
word  city  in  the  Old  Testament 
and  160  references  in  the  New 
Testament,  and  discovered  new 
interpretations  of  urban  life  in 
biblical  times. 

But  in  his  neighborhood,  in 
the  ’60s,  the  church  was  not  ad¬ 
dressing  the  needs  of  the  black, 
Hispanic,  Asian  and  white  pop¬ 
ulation,  he  said. 

The  key  to  saving  inner-city 
churches,  he  said,  is  to  bring 
back  the  memories  of  parishio¬ 
ners  about  the  focus  of  their 
original  mission  work. 


“When  you  resurrect  memo¬ 
ries,  you  resurrect  a  risk  tradi¬ 
tion,"  Dr.  Bakke  added. 

Urban  ministry  involves  act¬ 
ing  on  faith  and  playing  the  ten¬ 
sions  between  creation  and 
redemption,  action  and  devo¬ 
tion,  evangelism  and  justice, 
and  power  and  powerlessness, 
he  said,  while  urban  evangelism 
provides  a  hope  sometimes  not 
found  in  social  services. 

Dr.  Bakke — who  is  a  global 
consultant  for  urban  ministry,  of¬ 
ten  working  for  the  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  and  the  Lausanne 
Committee  for  World  Evange¬ 
lism — said  today’s  seminary  stu¬ 
dents  are  “still  being  trained  on 
yesterday’s  image  of  mission.” 

“The  key  to  ministry  today  is 
imagination  and  vision,  the  abili¬ 
ty  to  see  potential,”  he  added. 


Now  scheduling  for 
Fall  &  Winter! 
UM  Servant  Evangelist 
'  KIMBALL  BOYD  COBURN 

P.O.  Box  633  Claremont,  CA  91711 


Methodist  youth  to  gather  in  Mexico 


Travel  With 

First  Methodist,  Houston 

An  exciting  13  day  tour 

Oberammergau  Passion  Play 
Europe 

Lucerne— Salzburg— Innsbruck 
Vienna— Munich 
August  5-17,1990 
$2,791.00  per  person,  round  trip 
from  Houston 
Tour  Hosts: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Thompson 
Or.  and  Mrs.  Boyd  Wagner 
For  further  information  and  reservations,  call: 

Charles  Thompson  or  Linda  Calvert 
at  (713)  652-2999,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1320  Main, 
Houston,  Texas  77002. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Methodist  youth 
from  around  the  world  will  gather 
Aug.  7-14  in  Oaxtepec,  Mexico,  for 
an  international  conference  on  the 
theme  “Servants  of  Christ-  in  a 
Strange  World.” 

More  than  600  delegates,  ages  17 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wtear  Superior  Ouality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swaiches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

riEGENCY 

Hll  1 1  W 

P.O.  Bo«  10557  T 
Jacksonville.  Florid,  32207 


to  30,  are  expected  to  attend,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox, 
world  director  of  evangelism  for  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  The  con¬ 
ference  is  sponsored  by  the  council’s 
evangelism  committee  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  its  youth  committee. 

Dr.  Fox  said  this  summer’s  event 
will  represent  more  international 
involvement  than  any  of  the  three 
previous  youth  meetings — England, 
1980;  the  Bahamas,  1983;  and  Aus¬ 
tralia,  1987. 

Included  is  a  substantial  registra¬ 
tion  from  Latin  and  Central  Ameri¬ 
ca.  About  1 50-200  are  expected 
from  the  United  States.  Partici¬ 
pants  will  live  in  international  fam¬ 
ily  groupings. 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico 
will  be  host  to  the  conference. 

Speakers  will  include  Bishop  Pe¬ 
ter  Storey  of  South  Africa;  the  Rev. 


Heigu  Kitsbek  oi  tstonia;  the  Rev. 
Sung  Chul  Shin  of  Korea;  the  Rev. 
Tallulah  Williams  of  Chicago;  and 
Dr.  Fox. 

Also  speaking  will  be  Bishop  Paul 
Ruiz  of  Mexico;  the  Rev.  Hugo  Ur- 
cola  of  Argentina;  Kyle  Rote  of 
United  States,  former  international 
soccer  star;  Tom  Sundar  of  Norway; 
and  Lucia  Coronado  of  Mexico. 

Other  leaders  will  include  Trish 
Watts  and  Ken  Anderson,  Australia; 
Reg  Eldon,  the  Bahamas;  Shirley 
Clement,  United  States;  and  Horacio 
and  Claudia  Aquillar,  Mexico. 

Dr.  Fox  said  the  conference  will 
give  the  youth  the  opportunity  to 
share  their  faith  in  different  lan¬ 
guages  and  between  different  cul¬ 
tures.  Registrations  are  still  being 
accepted  at  the  World  Evangelism 
Committee  office  in  Scarritt-Ben- 
nett  Center  in  Nashville. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additionaT  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  EPWORTH  Villaee 
United  Methodist  Retirement  Home,  Hialeah, 
Florida.  290  Unit  ACLF  plus  120  bed  skilled- 
care  nursing  unit  seeks  licensed,  experienced, 
CEO  with  graduate  degree  in  health  administra¬ 
tion  or  geriatrics.  Resumes  to:  William  S. 
Barnes.  400  Biscavne  Boulevard,  Miami.  FL 
33132, (305)  371-4106, 


1800-MEMBER  MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH 
seeking  Christian  Education  Director.  Full-time 
position  responsible  for  the  total  adult  and  youth 
education  program.  Send  resume  and  references 
to:  Port  Charlotte  United  Methodist  Church, 
21075  Quesada  Avenue,  Port  Charlotte,  FL 
33952.  Phone  Rev.  Wayne  Johnson  or  Karen 
Wcnck  at  (813)  625-4356. 


MINISTER,  DIRECTOR,  YOUTH/COLLEGE 
Age,  growing  2400-member  church,  Chicago  sub¬ 
urb.  Youth  ministry  experience,  commitment. 
Current  strong  program.  Resume/references: 
Grace  UMC,  300  E.  Gartner,  Naperville,  IL 
60540,  (708)  355-1748. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries.  2200-member  church.  Responsible  for  total 
program  development  and  implementation. 
Building  plans  for  new  activity  center  will  pro¬ 
vide  facilities  for  an  expanding  youth  program. 
Lay  or  ordained  person  acceptable.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  Benefits  available. 
Resume:  Dr.  Richard  Yost,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  1 10  E.  New  Haven  Ave.,  Melbourne, 
FL  32901-4596.  


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  wanted  for 
large  1800-member  suburban  church.  Christ-ori¬ 
ented  active  youth  program  in  place.  Position 
available  immediately.  Send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences  to:  Search  Committee,  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church,  1314  Foulk  Road,  Wilming¬ 
ton.  DE  19803. 


CENTRAL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
in  Decatur,  Alabama  is  seeking  a  Director  of 
Christian  Education  with  emphasis  on  children, 
adult  and  family  ministries.  Salary  is  dependent 
upon  applicant's  education,  skills,  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Address  inquiries  and  resumes  to:  Central 
United  Methodist  Church,  616  Jackson  St.,  SE, 
Decatur.  AL  35601.  Telephone:  (205)  353-6941. 


THE  YELLOWSTONE  CONFERENCE  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  taking  applications 
for  the  position  of  a  Council  Director  with  a  port¬ 
folio  in  youth  and  camping.  Job  descriptions,  ap¬ 
plications  and  benefits  can  be  obtained  From 
Dennis  Reese,  Box  605,  Superior,  MT  59872. 
The  deadline  for  inquiries  is  July  1 ,  1 990. 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  1700-MEMBER  church 
going  from  part-time  to  full-time  ministiy.  Pro¬ 
gram  currently  includes  adult,  youth,  children’s 
choirs,  and  handbells.  Experience  and  master's 
degree  or  better  preferred.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume:  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  315  East  Chester  Street.  Jack- 
son.  TN  38301. 


BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS!  New  and 
used —  Champion.  Call:  American  TransCoach 
today.  (8 17) 458-4844, 


FOR  SALE,  USED  66  PASSENGER  BUS.  All 
scats  have  belts,  rebuilt  engine,  good  tires,  overall 
condition  is  excellent.  Contact:  River  Hills  Com¬ 
munity  Church.  104  Hamilton's  Ferry  Rd.,  Lake 
Wylie,  SC  29710  or  call  (803)  831-1615. 


“CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT  IS  NEVER  Chris¬ 
tian."  Making  necessary  distinctions  present  in 
scriptural  punishment  and  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
and  Paul.  10,000  word  booklet  $1.50.  Ray’s 
Study.  Box  5435,  Midland,  TX  79704. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 
Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 
week,  $525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calnoun,  Drawer 
1138.  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507. 


ORGANIST  WANTED  FOR  LARGE  church 
with  active  music  program.  132  rank  E.  A.  Kelly 
and  Associates  organ.  Is  one  of  the  Southwest's 
largest.  Send  resumes  to:  James  R.  Hart,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Music  and  Arts  Ministries,  Tyler  Street 
United  Methodist  Church,  927  W.  Tenth  Street, 
Dallas,  TX  75208.  Phone:  (2 1 4)  946-54 1 9. 


ISRAEL.  COME  JOIN  US  THIS  FALL  to  the 
land  of  our  spiritual  birth.  This  will  be  the  single 
most  enlightening  experience  of  your  lifetime. 
Call:  (713)  445-4251  for  free  infprmative 
brochure. 


REGIONAL  DIRECTOR:  APPALACHIA  Ser¬ 
vice  Project,  a  home  repair  and  home  building 
ministry  affiliated  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Promote  and  organize  work  in  southwest 
VA.  operate  center  programs  in  Lee  County,  VA, 
hire  summer  staff,  develop  new  programs  and 
funding,  write  reports,  some  travel.  Required: 
good  communications  skills  (oral  and  written), 
organizational  and  supervisory  skills,  college  de¬ 
gree  preferred.  Salary  begins  at  $  1 7,500,  plus 
benefits.  Send  letter  and  resume  to:  Dr.  E.  Maur- 
Ica  Babb,  1618  N.  Wilmette.  Wheaton,  IL  60187. 
Deadline:  July  15.  Begin:  September  I,  1990. 


"BEING  TRANSFORMED  INTO  CHRIST’S 
Likeness"  Discipline^  Order  of  Christ  45th  An¬ 
niversary  National  Retreat  August  1-5,  1990, 
with  Dr.  Susan  Muto,  Pittsburgh  and  other  sen¬ 
sitive,  caring  leaders  at  beautiful  Radford  Uni¬ 
versity,  Virginia.  Share  an  intentional  pilgrim¬ 
age  in  Christian  community  to  grow  in  the 
mind  and  the  spirit  of  Chris#  Contact  the 
DOC,  Box  23617,  Nashville,  TN  37202.  Call: 
(615)  340-7228. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/YOUTH  Ministries 
Director.  Full-time.  Salary  and  benefits  competi¬ 
tive.  Resumes:  Painesville  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  Gerald  Kalb,  71  North  Park  Place, 
Painesville,  OH  44077. 


BELCHERTOWN  HOPE  UMC.  Belchertown, 
MA  01007  is  seeking  to  fill  the  position  of  Organ¬ 
ist/Choir  Director.  For  further  information,  con- 
tact  church  office  mornings  at  (413)  232-7584, 


THE  LANCASTER  COUNTY  (PA)  COUNCIL 
of  Churches  is  seeking  full-time  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor.  The  Council —  40  years  old —  has  1 10  active 
member  churches  representing  16  Communions. 
The  Council’s  7  programs  are  carried  out  by  over 
600  volunteers  with  a  supportive/professional 
staff  of  10.  Qualifications:  ordained  clergyperson. 
M.Div.  or  equivalent;  experience  in  administra¬ 
tion.  supervision,  communication,  development 
roles;  commitment  to  shared  Christian  witness. 
Send  resume  and  written  expression  of  interest 
by  July  15,  1990  to:  Fredericka  Smith,  Search 
Chairperson,  606  Holtwood  Village,  Holtwood, 
PA  17532. 


PASTOR  OF  ADMINISTRATION  AND  Visita¬ 
tion.  Evangelical  1100+  member  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Jacksonville,  FL  seeking  or¬ 
dained  Assistant  Pastor  with  diverse 
administrative/financial  skills.  Hospital  and 
home  visitation  will  account  for  about  40%  of  re- 
sponsibilitics.  Person  should  be  flexible,  detail 
oriented  individual  able  to  preach  and  pastor  a 
multi-generational  church.  Salary  $27,000  +  . 
Send  resume  to:  Herb  Poovey,  PPR  Chairperson, 
Lake  Shore  United  Methodist  Church,  2246 
Blanding  Blvd,  Jacksonville.  FL  32210. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  72 
Lake  Morton  Drive,  Lakeland,  FL  33801,  3500 
members,  multiple  staff,  seeks  Director  of  Youth 
and  College  Ministries.  Degree  and  considerable 
experience  essential.  Send  resume  to:  Diaconal 
Minister  of  Education,  same  address. 
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JUNE  15,  1990 


A  New  Conference  Year  — 
A  Newly  Appointed  Pastor 


On  Thursday,  June  7,  as  Annual  Conference  closed,  the  appoint¬ 
ments  of  pastors  to  congregations  were  fixed  for  a  new  conference  year. 


At  that  time,  each  local  church  received  a  new  pastor.  Even  if  the 
same  pastor  was  appointed  back,  it  is  a  new  appointment  for  a  new  be¬ 
ginning. 


Because  this  is  a  new  conference  year,  I  urge  each  congregation  to  do 
the  following: 

1.  Welcome  your  pastor  back.  Knowing  you  are  wanted  and  needed 
fosters  a  good  job  in  your  work. 

2.  Pray  for  your  pastor.  The  results  will  be  astounding. 

3.  Remember  that  your  pastor  is  not  the  “paid  professional  religious 
person”  of  the  church.  She/he  is  trained  to  think  theologically,  to 
teach,  to  preach,  to  administer  the  sacraments,  and  to  “equip”  the 
saints  to  be  in  ministry  in  the  world.  The  basic  ministry  of  the 
church  is  still  the  ministry  of  the  laity  into  which  we  are  all  bap¬ 
tized. 

4.  Keep  in  mind  that  all  pastors  do  not  have  the  same  gifts.  Help 
your  pastor  grow  the  gifts  within  him  or  her. 

5.  If  you  are  receiving  a  different  pastor,  remember  that  the  truly 
loving  heart  does  not  have  to  cast  out  love  for  the  former  pastor  in 
order  to  make  room  for  the  new  pastor.  Love  is  funny  —  the  more 
it  is  shared,  the  more  room  for  further  sharing. 

6.  If  there  is  a  change  of  pastors  in  your  congregation,  and  if  you  feel 
anger  at  losing  one  w  ho  has  meant  a  lot  to  you,  remember  that  the 
same  appointive  system  that  brought  you  your  beloved  pastor  has 
also  sent  you  your  new  pastor  with  the  opportunity  to  develop  a 
new  relationship. 

New  beginnings  are  anxious  times.  They  can  also  be  growth  produc- 

o  £~\ 


July  17-20;  20-22 

1990  School  of  Christian  Mission  Set 


The  1990  School  of  Christian  Mis¬ 
sion  is  scheduled  for  July  17-20  and 
July  20-22  and  will  take  place  on  the 
Centenary  College  campus  in  Shreve¬ 
port.  This  year’s  theme  is  “Christian 
Faith  and  Cultural  Realities.” 

Ola  McNaughton  is  the  Dean  and 
Gladys  Prillerman  is  the  Assistant 
Dean  for  this  year,  and  an  outstand¬ 
ing  staff  of  study  group  leaders  has 
been  secured.  “Galatians”  will  be 
taught  to  the  entire  school  by  Rev. 
Rosemary  Brown.  The  faculty  for 
"People  of  a  Prophetic  Church: 
Central  America”  includes  Marga¬ 
ret  Bryan,  Leora  Hatch,  and  Rev. 
Marta  Sanfiel.  The  study  “Gospel 
Culture  Media”  will  be  presented 
by  Lester  Allen,  Rev.  Alonzo  Camp¬ 
bell,  and  Sue  Johnson. 

Each  generation  of  Christians 
struggles  with  living  faithfully  in  the 
midst  of  cultural  forces  that  would 
deny  its  faith.  By  understanding 
how  our  faith  is  shaped  by  the  cul¬ 
ture  in  which  we  live,  we  may  be¬ 
come  more  receptive  to  gospel 
visions  as  they  are  experienced  by 
those  whose  worldview  and  culture 
differs  from  our  own. 

The  study  of  Galatians  will  focus 
on  the  disciplines  essential  for 
Christian  living,  including  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  fruit  of  the  spirit  and  of 
Christian  freedom  in  relation  to  law 
as  interpreted  in  the  Hebrew  Scrip¬ 
tures  and  New  Testament  writing. 

The  people  of  Central  America 
are  facing  critical  issues.  To  under¬ 
stand  these  struggles,  it  is  necessary 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  history 
and  culture  of  the  region’s  peoples, 
their  political,  social  and  economic 
systems,  the.  .relationships  of  Cen¬ 


tral  American  countries  to  one  an¬ 
other  and  their  neighbors,  and  their 
uniqueness  and  creative  contribu¬ 
tions,  and  their  needs  and  hopes. 

The  purpose  of  the  study  “Gospel. 
Culture  and  Media”  will  be  to  help 
North  American  Christians  better 
understand  the  ways  in  which  par¬ 
ticular  expressions  of  our  faith  have 
heen/are  shaped  by  the  culture  in 
which  we  live,  to  the  end  that  we 
may  be  more  receptive  to  Gospel  vi¬ 
sions  as  they  are  experienced  and  ex¬ 
pressed  by  others  whose  worldview 
and  cultures  differ  from  our  own. 

About  the  Speakers 

Margaret  Smith  Bryan,  artist  and 
author,  is  a  native  of  Shreveport 
and  has  been  active  in  the  field  of 
education.  She  has  served  as  a  con¬ 
ference  officer  and  as  Dean  of  the 
School  of  Christian  Mission.  She  is 
a  member  of  First  UMC  in  Shreve¬ 
port,  where  she  is  a  member  of  the 
Administrative  Board  and  the  Fi¬ 
nance  Committee.  She  is  Vice  Pres¬ 
ident  of  her  UMW  group  and  holds 
membership  in  several  art  clubs. 

"Lee”  Hatch  is  a  member  of 
Kendall  UMC  in  Miami,  Florida, 
where  she  serves  on  the  Administra¬ 
tive  Board  and  the  Work  Area  on 
Missions.  She  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Miami  District  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries,  District  Boards  of 
Campus  and  Urban  Ministries,  and 
the  Ministry  with  Refugee  Women 
and  Children.  She  has  worked  with 
UMW  at  all  levels,  having  served  full 
tenure  on  the  district  and  conference. 
She  has  been  serving  as  a  director  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  since  1984  where  she  is  assigned 


to  both  Women’s  Division  and  the 
World  Division  as  well  as  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Personnel  Resources  Program 
Department.  She  has  recently  re¬ 
turned  from  a  study  tour  in  Nicara¬ 
gua  in  preparation  for  the  study  of 
Central  America. 

Rev.  Marta  L.  Sanfiel  is  a  native 
of  Cuba  and  a  graduate  of  Union 
Theological  Seminary  in  Matanzas, 
Cuba.  She  was  ordained  a  Deacon 
in  1960.  She  has  served  as  a  pastor, 
teacher,  and  executive  secretary  of 
Christian  Education.  Rev.  Sanfiel  is 
presently  serving  as  pastor  of  the  St. 
Mark's  Spanish  Ministry  in  New 
Orleans.  She  is  an  Elder  in  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  and  serves  on  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

Rev.  Rosemary  Brown,  bom  in 
Elizabethtown.  Tennessee,  is  cur¬ 
rently  pastor  of  Bordeaux  and  Jor- 
donia  UMC  in  Nashville.  She  gives 
much  leadership  in  areas  dealing 
with  children,  youth  and  families. 
Rev.  Brown  has  written  articles  for 
The  Interpreter  Magazine.  The 
Church  School,  Mature  Years  and 
The  Upper  Room. 

Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  pastor 
of  Bethany  UMC  in  New  Orleans, 
is  currently  a  Doctor  of  Ministry 
Candidate  at  Austin  Seminary.  He 
was  a  former  member  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  and  chaired  the  subcom¬ 
mittee  on  Care  and  Counseling.  At 
present,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  chairs  the  Committee  on  Sup¬ 
port  Action  Ministries.  He  was  the 
first  Louisiana  Conference  minister 
to  attend  the  Conference  School  of 
Christian  Mission  as  an  Estelle  Da- 


meron  Scholar. 

Lester  Allen,  a  native  of  Indiana, 
resides  in  St.  Louis.  Some  of  her 
prior  work  and  church  related  expe¬ 
rience  includes  member  of  Board  of 
Directors  of  Kingdom  House,  "A 
United  Way  and  United  Methodist 
Agency”  for  child  care,  youth  and 
senior  citizens,  teacher  in  Lay 
Speakers  School,  and  member  of 
West  Gulf  Regional  Planning 
Teams  1986-1989  and  member  of 
an  Interdenominational  Prayer 
Group.  She  has  held  offices  in  the 
UMW  on  local,  district  and  confer¬ 
ence  levels. 

Sue  C.  Johnson  is  staff  for  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  Assigned  in  Region 
—  the  Nashville  Region.  In  leading 
the  study.  Sue  will  use  her  past  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  teacher  in  both  high 
school  and  college  and  as  a  consul¬ 
tant  in  curriculum  creation  for  edu¬ 
cational  television.  Her  academic 
background  provides  the  basis  of 
her  approach  to  this  study.  She  is 
especially  interested  in  social 
trends,  the  causes  of  and  the  effects 
of  these  trends  in  society  and  the 
functioning  of  communication  the¬ 
ory  within  our  society. 

Those  interested  in  attending 
should  send  the  entire  Registration 
and  Housing  Form  with  the  check 
to  cover  registration  to  Mrs.  Geor- 
gie  Dunbar.  207  Payne  Street.  Pine- 
ville,  LA  71360.  Checks  for  registra¬ 
tion  only  are  to  be  made  payable  to: 
Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women.  Housing  and 
meals  will  be  paid  upon  arrival. 
Registration  will  be  held  in  James 
Dormitory.  Registration  fees  will  be 
returned  if  cancelled  before  July  10. 


Around  the  Conference 


NEW  CIRCLE  - —  The  UMW  of  Bastrop  UMC  recently  welcomed  a 
newly  organized  circle  of  young  women  on  UMW  Sunday.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  new  circle  are  I.  to  r.  (seated),  Susan  Holley,  Rhonda 
Miller,  Stacey  Hall,  Cindy  Hurst,  and  Janet  Sisson;  (front),  Paddy 
Blackard  and  Andrea  Hayes.  A  total  of  46  new  members  were  add¬ 
ed  to  the  Bastrop  UMW  unit  in  1989.  The  new  president  is  Lauree 
Martin  and  Rev.  Ray  Rolan  Spiller  is  pastor. 


NEW  MEMBERS  —  Pictured  bottom  row  I.  to  r.  from  Greensburg 
UMC  are:  Crystal  Lockwood,  Kristi  Allen,  )ay  Meadows,  Amber  Gil- 
lis,  and  Leslie  Ficklin.  Top  row  I.  to  r.  are:  Jeff  Meadows,  Wade  Har¬ 
rell,  LeAn  Meadows,  and  )immy  Meadows.  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese, 
pastor,  recently  received  these  twenty-six  new  members  into  the 
churches  of  Greensburg  and  Wesley  Chapel.  Of  these,  22  youth  had 
been  in  the  Confirmation  Class  for  six  weeks  which  was  taught  by 
Rev.  DeWeese.  There  were  four  adults  that  came  in  to  Wesley  Cha¬ 
pel  through  the  transfer  of  their  membership. 


BREAK  A  LEG  —  An  enthusiastic  cast  from  First  UMC,  Monroe,  gave 
three  performances  of  Godspeil  recently.  Dr.  William  C.  Blakely  is 
pastor. 


MORE  NEW  MEMBERS  —  Picture  bottom  row  I.  to  r.  at  Wesley 
Chapel  are:  Kelly  Cornette,  Anne  Goudeau,  Rene  Goudeau,  Kendall 
Goudeau,  Russell  Goudeau,  Pat  Allen,  leremy  Cornette,  and  )oni 
Allen.  Top  row  I.  to  r.  Mrs.  Sharln  Allen,  Mrs.  Marge  Carpenter, 
Bruce  Parker,  Brandi  Parker,  Heather  Cornette,  and  Russell  Cor¬ 
nette. 


THOUGHTFUL  CHILD  —  Seth  Freeman,  son  of  Many  Mayor  and 
Mrs.  Ken  Freeman,  won  a  microwave  oven  at  the  grand  opening  of 
a  local  car  dealership  recently.  Seth,  a  third  grader,  donated  the 
new  appliance  to  his  church,  First  UMC,  Many,  for  use  in  the  kitch¬ 
en.  Receiving  the  gift  is  Rev.  Larry  Norman,  pastor. 


I  SCREAM;  YOU  SCREAM  —  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport,  recently 
sponsored  its  16th  Annual  Ice  Cream  Social  for  area  senior  citizens. 
Over  270  senior  citizens,  representing  18  area  homes,  attended  the 
event.  The  Church  and  Society  Work  Area  with  chairman,  Claude 
McMillian  and  staff  advisor  Dr.  George  Pearce,  along  with  the  XYZ 
club  with  Tottie  Young  have  sponsored  this  fcvent  to  bring  together 
area  senior  citizens  for  an  afternoon  of  ice  cream  and  musical  en¬ 
tertainment. 


I - 

One  hundred  and  thirty  two 
UMW  from  Louisiana  were  among 
the  10,100  who  attended  the  1990 
Assembly  of  the  women’s  mission 
organization  in  Kansas  City,  May 
3-6.  The  Assembly  featured  interna¬ 
tionally  known  speakers,  musical 
events,  a  vast  array  of  exhibits, 
workshops,  Bible  study  and  worship 
events. 


Scenes  from  UMW  Assembly- 


Mrs.  Virginia  Laskey  of  Ruston,  a  Part  of  the  Louisiana  delegation  is  shown  with  Mary  Ruth  Nickels, 
former  President  of  Women's  second  from  left,  staff  member  previously  assigned  to  the  Louisiana  Bishop  Woodrow  Hearne,  President  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
D'v's'on  area.  Ministries  and  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth  from  the  Louisiana  Conference 
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Editorial: 


Youth  rallies:  Negative  trend's  reversal  is  good  news 


There’s  reason  to  hope  that  at 
least  one  negative  trend  in  the 
church  is  being  reversed. 

That’s  the  trend  away  from  large- 
scale.  spiritual  life  “rallies”  for 
young  people. 

National  youth  rallies  were  rela¬ 
tively  common  25  years  ago.  They 
were  a  vital  training  ground  for 
many  of  the  present  generation  of 
church  leaders. 

The  frequency  of  such  events,  how¬ 
ever.  has  declined  steadily.  Since  the 
1970s,  general  agencies  of  most  main- 
line  Protestant  denominations,  in¬ 
cluding  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  have  tended  to  de-emphasize 
mass  religious  gatherings  for  youth. 

It’s  encouraging,  therefore,  that  at 
least  four  major  events  for  young 
people  have  been  held,  or  are 
planned,  for  1990: 

■  A  Student  Leadership  Develop¬ 
ment  Forum,  sponsored  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  held  May  26-29  in  Dallas, 
drew  203  college  students  and  lead¬ 
ers  from  48  states  and  several  over¬ 
seas  countries  (see  UMR,  June  8). 

■  "Crossroads  1990,"  June  1 5-20 
in  Chicago,  is  sponsored  by  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  National  and  World 
Councils  of  Churches  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  It  is  expected 
to  involve  hundreds  of  youth  from 
Canada  and  the  United  States. 

■  World  Methodist  Council  orga¬ 
nizers  expect  more  than  600  young 
people  to  attend  an  international 
gathering  in  Oaxtepec,  Mexico, 
Aug.  7-14,  on  the  theme,  “Servants 
of  Christ  in  a  Strange  World." 

■  "Exploration  90,"  a  convoca¬ 
tion  for  young  people  considering 
God’s  call  to  the  ordained  ministry, 
is  scheduled  for  Oct.  19-21  in  St. 
Louis.  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  organizers 
expect  some  1,000  participants. 

Christians  of  all  ages  across  the 
centuries  have  found  large  gather¬ 
ings  of  people  to  be  fertile  ground 


faith-focused  mass  meetings  at  lo¬ 
cal,  regional  and  national  levels. 

Among  other  things,  such  events 
are  reminders  that  Christianity  is 
not  primarily  a  religion  of  solitude. 

Rather,  as  Christians,  we  experi¬ 
ence  the  most  fulfilling  benefits  of 
our  faith — its  joy  and  meaning — 
when  we’re  in  the  presence  of  others 
who  are  similarlv  open  to  the  life- 


My  Witness: 


Thank  God  for  efforts  of  our  youth  workers 


By  JULIA  ATKINSON  MELGREEN 

Our  country’s  youth  have  great 
advocates! 

More  than  500  youth  ministry 
workers  attended  a  week-long 
“Youth  Ministry  University”  in 
Chicago  earlier  this  year.  Those 
attending  were  volunteers,  paid 
lay  youth  ministers,  diaconal 
ministers  and  ordained  clergy. 

Over  30  denominations  were 
represented.  United  Methodists 
were  the  single  largest  denomina¬ 
tion  present! 

People  from  40  states  and  Can¬ 
ada  made  the  effort  and  bore  the 
expense  to  attend. 

From  early  morning  until  late 
activities  were  scheduled  to  pre¬ 
cipitate  learning  and  sharing 
about  youth  ministry.  Partici¬ 
pants  were  offered  a  class  listing 
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of  over  50  courses  from  15  na¬ 
tionally  recognized  experts  in 
youth  ministry. 

Ample  opportunities  also  were 
available  to  network  with  fellow 
youth  ministers  outside  of  class 
and  to  exchange  ideas,  programs, 
problems  and  support. 

In  addition,  there  were  guest 


speakers,  morning  inspirations, 
and  a  concert  by  a  leading  Chris¬ 
tian  recording  artist. 

But  such  information  is  not  the 
real  story.  The  real  story  is  that 
youth  ministry  is  being  recognized 
as  a  legitimate  way  for  adults  to 
respond  to  their  call  to  ministry 
. . .  and  not  just  young  adults. 

As  Thom  Shultz,  publisher  of 
Group  Magazine  which  hosted 
the  event,  pointed  out,  youth 
workers  are  not  necessarily 
young  people  anymore. 

Many  people  started  in  youth 
work  years  ago  and  have  stuck 
with  it.  As  he  noted  the  increase 
in  wrinkles  and  gray  hair,  he  also 
noted  the  increase  in  expertise 
and  the  level  of  devotion  found 
among  today's  youth  ministers. 

J.  David  Stone,  author  of 
“Spiritual  Growth  in  Youth  Min¬ 


istry,”  said:  “You  (youth  work¬ 
ers)  are  the  curriculum.” 

We  youth  workers,  in  our  ex¬ 
ample  and  our  compassion  for 
youth,  are  the  curriculum.  We 
are  the  best  program,  we  are  the 
central  focus  of  our  youth's  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  Christian  faith. 

After  meeting  many  of  our  na¬ 
tion's  youth  workers,  people  who 
are  laboring  with  love  and  dedi¬ 
cation  to  share  the  Good  News  of 
Jesus  Christ  with  youth,  I  can  say 
with  great  conviction:  Thanks  be 
to  God  for  the  zeal,  joy  and  com¬ 
mitment  of  youth  ministers! 

As  one  fellow  student  said, 
youth  are  not  the  church  of  to¬ 
morrow,  they  are  the  church  of 
today.  As  such,  they  deserve  the 
best  we  can  offer. 

I  have  met  those  who  are  the 
best.  Thanks  be  to  God! 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Let  no  one  deceive  himself.  If 
any  one  among  you  thinks  that  he  is 
wise  in  this  age.  let  him  become  a 
fool  that  he  may  become  wise.” 
(RSV) 


Here  I  Stand: 


We  should  promote  an  'open'  Jerusalem 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Philippians  2:4) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  18 

Monday:  Psalms  46: 1-3 
Tuesday:  Psalms  46:4-1 1 
H  ednesday:  Genesis  25:1 9-34 
Thursday:  Matthew  9:1-34 
Friday:  Matthew  9:35-10:8 
Saturday:  Romans  5:1-5 
Sunday:  Romans  5:6-1 1 


By  ANDREW  C.  NOXON 

One  of  the  longstanding  issues  on 
the  U.S.  political  scene  has  been  the 
proposed  move  of  the  United  States 
embassy  from  Tel  Aviv  to  Jerusalem. 

Needless  to  say,  any  political  can¬ 
didate  who  would  devote  his  efforts 
to  moving  the  embassy  to  Jerusa¬ 
lem  would  not  only  garner  many 
Jewish  votes  but  funds  as  well. 

At  this  time,  the  Israelis  are  in 
physical  possession  of  the  City  of 
Jerusalem  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  they  intend  to  keep  possession 
at  any  cost;  witness  recent  question¬ 
able  efforts  to  “resettle”  people 


within  the  city’s  Christian  quarter. 

But  Jerusalem  is  important  to 
other  religions  besides  Judaism.  It 
is  an  integral  part  of  our  Christian 
heritage.  It  also  is  deeply  important 
to  the  Muslims  who  believe  that 
Mohammed  actually  ascended  into 
heaven  from  the  Dome  of  the  Rock 
which  is  located  in  Jerusalem. 

At  this  time  international  law  sup¬ 
ports  the  concept  of  keeping  embas¬ 
sies  in  Tel  Aviv.  Israel  by  conquest, 
now  holds  the  inner  walled  city  and 
the  predominantly  Arab  inhabited 
eastern  part  of  Jerusalem.  These  are 
occupied  territories.  Israel  would 
claim  these  territories  by  annexation. 
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"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through- 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Andrew  C. 

Noxon  is  pastor  of 
Calvary  United 
Methodist  Church,  Chicago,  III.  (North¬ 
ern  Illinois  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here  I 
Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

But  under  international  law,  annex¬ 
ation  is  only  recognized  when  formal¬ 
ized  by  a  treaty.  No  treaty  exists. 

Israel’s  claim  is  nothing  more — a 
“claim.”  It  is  not  recognized  as  be¬ 
ing  legal  by  the  United  Nations  or 
by  anyone  else  except  Costa  Rica, 
according  to  the  latest  available  in¬ 
formation. 

Therefore,  if  the  United  States 
were  to  move  its  embassy  to  Jerusa¬ 
lem  it,  in  effect,  would  be  siding 
with  Israel  not  only  against  the  Ar¬ 
abs  but  against  the  entire  Muslim 
community  and  most  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community. 

Let  Jerusalem  remain  as  many 
feel  it  should  remain:  a  city  that  be¬ 
longs  and  is  open  to  all. 


pose  spiritual  problem 
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National  youth  rallies  such  as  "Youth  '88"  were  relatively  common  25  years  ago.  Since  the  1970s,  gen¬ 
eral  agencies  of  most  mainline  Protestant  denominations  have  tended  to  de-emphasize  mass  religious 
gatherings  for  youth.  It's  encouraging,  therefore,  that  at  least  four  major  events  for  young  people  have 
been  held,  or  are  planned,  for  1990.  oe  r 

for  the  Holy  Spirit’s  movement. 

Most  familiar  is  the  story  of  Pen¬ 
tecost  (Acts  20).  Those  who  attend¬ 
ed  Christianity’s  earliest  large-scale 
“rally”  experienced  an  astonishing 
release  of  spiritual  power. 

Likewise,  countless  20th  century 
Christians  have  discovered  spiritual 
renewal,  or  have  deepened  their  re¬ 
lationship  to  God,  as  a  result  of 


transforming  spirit  of  God. 

We  should  applaud  church  leaders 
who  are  recognizing  this  reality  and 
again  are  organizing  events  to  help 
our  young  people  experience  its  truth. 

Further,  we  should  make  young 
people  in  our  congregations  aware  of 
such  events  and  urge  their  prayerful 
participation  as  opportunities  to  grow 
in  the  love  and  knowledge  of  God. 


The  rising  costs  of  health  insur¬ 
ance  may  be  a  big  financial  problem 
for  the  church  (see  UMR.  May  25). 

One  should  hope  that  it’s  also  be¬ 
coming  a  big  spiritual  problem. 

How  much  of  our  energy  and  re¬ 
sources  are  we  justified  in  putting 
into  something — the  preservation 
of  our  lives  and  well  being — that  is 
essentially  and  perhaps  providen¬ 
tially  insecure  and  impermanent? 

I  am  very  sure  that  neither  Jesus, 
the  apostles,  nor  any  of  the  proph¬ 
ets  had  insurance.  This  apparently 
didn’t  make  their  lives  less  useful. 

How  can  we  justify  insurance  and 
still  pay  lip  service  to  the  teachings 
of  One  who  chided  us  for  worrying 
about  food,  clothing  and  shelter? 

There  are  lots  of  other  costs  tied 
to  big  insurance  programs.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  church  is  denied  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  providing  works  of 
mercy.  Or,  the  money  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  insurance  companies 
may  be  invested  in  enterprises  that 
we  don’t  believe  to  be  holy.  Finally, 
there  is  no  question  that  lots  of  bad 
things  happen  precisely  because  of 
insurance  . . .  murders,  fires,  etc. 

The  church  needs  to  look  a  lot 
deeper  into  this  problem  than  mere¬ 
ly  considering  how  it  can  best  juggle 
its  financial  arrangements.  As  Jesus 
said,  “Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  its  righteousness  . . . .” 

Charles  Worley 
Cedaredge,  Colorado 

We're  promoting  health 

I  have  just  read  your  issue  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  health  care  crisis  (see 
UMR,  May  25). 

Our  conference  is  formulating  a 
policy  that  I  did  not  see  mentioned 
in  any  of  the  Reporter’s  articles. 

It  is  establishing  a  wellness  policy 
committee  that  will  include  in  its 
membership  many  health  profes¬ 
sionals. 

Among  the  committee's  goals  will 
be  to  encourage  our  pastors  to  have 
periodic  physical  exams  and  more 
healthful  lifestyles. 

- .  For  example,  if  all  of  us  deter¬ 
mined  to  walk  whenever  possible  to 
a  hospital  or  meeting  place  instead 
of  driving,  how  much  better  for  us. 

Of  course,  this  program  will  not 
immediately  reduce  health  insurance 
costs  but  it  should  eventually  result 
in  a  more  healthy  corps  of  pastors. 

Furthermore,  1  would  think  some 
health  insurance  carriers  might 
eventually  encourage  these  efforts 
by  stabilized  or  reduced  premiums. 

Carlyle  E.  Richards 
Aberdeen,  South  Dakota 

This  is  heartbreaking 

Am  I  hallucinating,  or  is  being  a 
pastor  going  out  of  style? 

This  query  comes  as  the  result  of 
a  call  I  received  recently.  An  aunt 
had  died.  She  had  been  a  long-time, 
stalwart  member  of  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  until  illness  forced  her 
retirement  to  a  nursing  home  sever- 

What  others  are  saying: 

“You  can  find  the  meaning  of  life  *** 

in  one  word:  editing.  Write  it  down. 

Now,  cross  it  out — that’s  editing. 

. .  .  Editing  means  more  than  select¬ 
ing.  more  than  shortening  or  punch¬ 
ing  up  or  bringing  up  to  date.  In  its 
grander  sense,  editing  means  adding 
shape  and  significance  and  grace  to 
what  you  do.  If  you  know  how  to 
edit,  you  know  how  to  live.” 

—William  Safire,  syndicated  colum¬ 
nist,  Syracuse  University  commence¬ 
ment  address 


al  years  before. 

Her  minister  was  called  but  re¬ 
sponded  that  he  would  be  unable  to 
hold  her  memorial  service  because 
he  would  be  attending  annual  con¬ 
ference  at  the  time! 

Did  I  hear  that  right?  And,  if  I 
did,  am  I  entitled  to  think  as  poorly 
as  I  do  of  that  minister’s  judgment? 
Those  Gadarenes  who  preferred 
their  pigs  to  prophets  have  been 
one-upped  by  a  preacher  who  ap¬ 
pears  to  prefer  position  to  people! 

That  is  most  heartbreaking! 

Ralph  Hasten 
Houston,  Texas 

Let's  be  honest 

The  May  1 1  Reporter  reported 
that  the  Council  of  Bishops  want  pas¬ 
tors  to  revitalize  our  congregations. 

I  am  in  full  agreement  that  the 
church  must  be  revitalized.  The  real 
problem  is  not  the  laity  but  within 
the  clergy. 

We  have  wanted  to  be  a  church 
that  would  not  turn  anyone  off  or 
away  from  it.  We  have  been  doing 
so  due  to  our  pastors  not  really 
standing  strong  on  the  Bible  and 
what  it  says  on  many  items. 

The  bishops  already  have  in  their 
power  the  way  to  change  the  church. 
They  can  work  through  the  Boards 
of  Ordained  Ministry  in  each  confer¬ 
ence  to  see  that  those  who  are  not 
biblically  based  and  those  who  want 
to  compromise  the  Word  of  God  are 
not  admitted  to  the  ministry.  We 
have  tried  to  be  all  inclusive  for  pas¬ 
tors  and  we  are  failing. 

It  might  cost  us  one-third  or  more 
of  our  potential  pastors  and,  if  we 
are  honest,  many  of  our  current 
clergy.  But  why  can’t  we  really  re¬ 
view  and  check  the  scriptural 
grounding  of  every  clergy  person? 

Dick  Garabrant 
Bloomington,  Illinois 

Co-author  recognized 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  splen¬ 
did  job  you  did  in  covering  the  re¬ 
cent  meeting  of  the  Baptism  Study 
Committee  (see  UMR,  May  4). 

It  was  one  of  the  more  responsi¬ 
ble  pieces  of  theological  reporting  I 
have  read  in  a  long  while.  Corre¬ 
spondence  from  others  on  the  com- 
mittee  indicate  a  similar 
appreciation  on  their  part. 

There  was  one  aspect  of  the  ac¬ 
count  that  concerned  me,  however. 
While  not  saying  so  directly,  the  re¬ 
port  seems  to  suggest  that  I  was  the 
author  of  the  working  paper.  While 
it  is  true  that  I  did  write  the  basic 
draft,  the  Final  result  was  co-auth¬ 
ored  with  Dr.  Sharon  Hels,  editor  of 
“Quarterly  Review.” 

I  would  hope  that  Dr.  Hels  can  be 
given  appropriate  recognition  for 
her  role  in  the  preparation  of  the 
paper.  The  two  of  us  continue  to  be 
co-authors  of  subsequent  revisions 
of  that  original  document. 

E.  Dale  Dunlap 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 


“Every  institution,  including  the 
church,  looks  more  solid  from  the 
oirtside  than  from  the  inside.  This  is 
true  at  every  level  of  every  organi¬ 
zation.  And  nobody,  inside  or  out, 
has  a  total  picture  of  how  solid  and 
stable  or  how  fragile  and  unstable 
things  are.” 

— The  Rev.  Tom  Slack,  editor,  West 
Ohio  News  edition.  United  Method¬ 
ist  Review 


worldwide  fellowship  of 


DOES  YOUR  CHURCH  WANT  TO: 

•  increase  worship  attendarvse! 

•  increase  giving!  -■i*  v  c 

•  increase  participatifil^V' 

•  increase  morale-c\>our  congfegafion! 

•  increase  meniels'  sense' of  beloni  ' 

Christians^,' 

A  local  Wurch  edition  of  the  UnitetfiMethodist  Reporter  (weekly)  or 
UBR.ed  Methodist  Review  (biweekly)  can  help  any  congregation  on  all 
thl^qoncerns  A  UMR  edition: 

•  provides  Consistent  contact  with  members — so  icnjSbrtant  to  their  par¬ 
ticipation  and  attendance. 

•  allows  vivid  presentation  of  your  church's  life—  f^rrT pastoral  care  con¬ 
cerns  to  new  visitors  and  new  member  pictures  tajiRhancial  updates. 

•  provides  indepth  and  insightful  informationtaflb  dialogue  about  what  is 
going  on  in  the  church —  regionally!,  natioriinfy  and  world  wide. 

Well  informed  Christians 

members.  4 

Call  us  collect  today  to  discuss  hofv  a  UMR  edition  can  increase  your 
members'  sense  of  pride  and  involvement  in  the  church. ..and  at  a  cost 
within  the  reach  of  most  congr^gitldhs. 

Call  collect  (214)  630-6495 
_ Ron  Adams-  UMR  Special  Editions _ 


e  likely  to  be  more  committed  church 
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TASK  FORCE  NAMED:  A  Korean- 
American  United  Methodist  pastor  has  been 
named  co-chairman  of  a  task  force  created  to 
deal  with  tensions  between  Korean  and  black 
communities  in  New  York  City.  The  Rev.  S. 
Michael  Hahm,  an  executive  secretary  with  the 
World  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  is  leading  the  seven-mem¬ 
ber  task  force  with  Laura  Blackburne,  an  Afri¬ 
can-American.  A  four-month  boycott  of  two 
Korean-American  grocery  stores,  started  after  a 
dispute  with  a  black  customer,  has  created  ten¬ 
sions  in  the  Flatbush  section  of  Brooklyn. 

LEGAL  TEAM  FORMED:  The  Rev 

Donald  E.  Wildmon  of  Tupelo,  Miss.,  has  an¬ 
nounced  creation  of  a  “legal  team  to  counter 
radical  left-wing  groups  such  as  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union.”  The  United  Methodist 
minister  and  the  American  Family  Association 
which  he  heads  in  Tupelo,  Miss.,  are  being  sued 
for  at  least  $1  million  by  New  York  artist  David 
Wojnarowicz.  The  artist  says  the  association 
copied  his  work  without  authorization,  distort¬ 
ing  and  mutilating  it  so  as  to  defame  him  “as 
being  a  mere  pornographer  and  not  a  serious  vi¬ 
sual  artist”  (see  UMR  June  1 )  The  trial  is  sched- 
uled  for  June  25  in  New  York.  The 
Wojnarowicz  suit  is  aimed  at  a  mailing  sent  by 
the  association  to  members  of  Congress  and 
Christian  leaders,  which  included  reproduced 
excerpts  of  the  artist’s  works. 

MERGER  IN  MOTION:  Officials  of 

the  British  United  Reformed  Church  voted  in 
May  to  consider  union  with  the  larger  British 
Methodist  Church,  which  will  vote  on  a  similar 
proposal  at  its  conference  in  June.  If  both 
groups  approve,  the  two  churches  will  enter  a 
15-month  consultation  process  and  then  make 
recommendations  for  planned  United  Re- 
formed-Methodist  meetings  in  1992.  United 
Reformed  General  Secretary  Bernard  Thoro- 
good  said  the  process  is  intended  to  determine 
whether  the  two  Protestant  denominations 
agree  that  "preparation  for  the  visible  union”  is 
“now  the  will  of  God.”  There  are  about  200 
joint  Methodist-United  Reformed  congrega¬ 
tions  in  Great  Britain. 

YOUTH  GROUP  MOVES:  Youth 

for  Christ,  an  evangelical  organization  that  had 
Billy  Graham  as  one  of  its  first  employees,  is 
moving  its  headquarters  to  suburban  Denver. 
They  have  been  in  the  Wheaton  and  Carol 
Stream,  Ill.,  suburban  area  of  Chicago  since 
Youth  for  Christ  was  founded  in  the  mid-1940s. 
The  organization  has  235  chapters  around  the 
country  and  900  staff  persons. 

DISCOUNT  DILEMMA:  Pat  Robert¬ 
son's  Christian  Coalition  is  squaring  off  for  bat¬ 
tle  with  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  and 
the  Anti-Defamation  League  of  B’nai  B’rith 
over  a  car  dealer  in  Fairfax,  Va.,  who  has  been 
offering  discounts  to  church  members.  Last  Au¬ 
gust,  Freddy  (Action)  Jackson  began  a  “Chris¬ 
tian  Members  Buying  Plan”  under  which 
church  members  buy  cars  from  his  Lincoln- 
Mercury  dealership  at  bargain  prices.  He  do¬ 
nates  a  percentage  of  the  profits  to  the  churches. 
At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  church  with  the  most 
purchases  credited  to  it  gets  a  $2,000  bonus. 
The  ACLU  and  the  ADL  say  the  plan  discrimi¬ 
nates  against  non-Christians. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


'Suicide  machine':  Is  it  legal?  Moral? 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

Several  specialists  in  religion 
and  biomedical  ethics,  including 
one  prominent  United  Method¬ 
ist,  contend  that  the  action  taken 
last  week  by  Dr.  Jack  Kevorkian 
of  Royal  Oak,  Mich.,  in  helping 
Janet  Adkins,  54,  take  her  own 
life  raises  complex  legal  and  mor¬ 
al  questions. 

There  was  unanimous  agree¬ 
ment  that  the  case  demonstrates 
that  technology  is  outstripping 
the  ability  of  society  to  evaluate 
whether  and  how  such  situations 
should  be  regulated. 

Ms.  Adkins,  a  teacher  from 
Portland,  Ore.,  went  to  Michigan 
after  learning  about  Dr.  Kevor¬ 
kian’s  “suicide  machine.” 

With  the  consent  of  her  hus¬ 
band,  she  allowed  the  physician 
to  hook  her  up  to  the  machine 
and  pressed  a  button  injecting 
herself  with  a  lethal  chemical. 
Her  three  grown  sons  did  not 
support  her  decision. 


Dr.  Kevorkian,  65,  is  an  out¬ 
spoken  advocate  of  euthanasia 
and  other  controversial  actions 
such  as  the  use  of  death-row  pris¬ 
oners  as  organ  donors. 

The  Rev.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Institute  on  Reli¬ 
gion  at  the  •ryr 
Texas  Medi-  k  fj  * 
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Houston,  if  -  .<  W  1 
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children  'TmBiW  *£< 
were  not  J.  Robert  Nelson 
present  when  she  took  the  lethal 
injection.  The  United  Methodist 
minister  said  he  thought  their  ab¬ 
sence  "was  extremely  tragic  in 
terms  of  human  relations.” 

'Horrendous  example' 

According  to  Dr.  Nelson,  Dr. 
Kevorkian’s  role  is  “an  absolute¬ 
ly  horrendous  example  of  irre¬ 
sponsibility.”  He  said  that  “for 
prevailing  standards  in  what  we 


like  to  regard  as  a  civilized  soci¬ 
ety,"  Dr.  Kevorkian  “has  cer¬ 
tainly  betrayed  the  role  of  the 
physician." 

Dr.  Nelson  said,  “As  Chris¬ 
tians,  we  do  not  and  cannot  justi¬ 
fy  suicide  theologically.  That 
does  not  mean  we  lack  compas¬ 
sion  and  understanding  for  the 
people  who  want  it  and  succeed 
at  it.  A  strictly  secular  view, 
apart  from  biblical  faith,  would 
say  that  everyone  owns  his  or  her 
own  life  and  can  do  as  he  or  she 
pleases.  I  think  the  clear  biblical 
view  is  that  we  do  not  possess 
our  own  lives.” 

The  United  Methodist  scholar 
commented  that  “the  churches, 
the  various  denominations,  are 
not  oblivious  to  what’s  happen¬ 
ing,  but  they  don’t  seem  to  be 
clearly  and  strongly  taking  lead¬ 
ership  in  shaping  attitudes.” 

Dr.  Kevorkian’s  action  was 
condemned  by  Mary  Senander, 
director  of  the  International 
Anti-Euthanasia  Task  Force  of 
the  Human  Life  Center  at  the 


Student  leaders  hold  sexual- 


BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

DALLAS — Some  50  United 
Methodist  college  student  leaders 
added  two  days  to  their  national 
leadership  development  forum 
May  29-30  (see  UMR,  June  8) 
for  a  consultation  on  sexual  ori¬ 
entation. 

The  church’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
campus  ministry  section  spon¬ 
sored  the  event  at  the  request  of 
the  student  forum  steering  com¬ 
mittee,  according  to  the  Rev.  Al¬ 
lan  Burry  of  that  section. 

He  said  the  request  was  for  "an 
educational  event  on  sexual  ori¬ 
entation  to  present  the  teachings 
of  the  United  Methodist  church 
on  this  topic,  to  study  relevant 
biblical  passages,  to  discuss  so¬ 
cial  and  educational  issues  in¬ 
volved  and  to  relate  the 
Christian  faith  to  attitudes  and 
behavior." 

Sessions  hard  hitting 

What  was  primarily  discussed 
was  homosexual  orientation.  The 
sessions  were  hard-hitting,  often 
blunt  and  clearly  gripped  the  stu¬ 
dents’  attention. 

Sessions  led  by  the  10  panelists 
were  divided  into  three  catego¬ 
ries:  Bible  study,  church  and  so¬ 
ciety  (medical,  legal  and  ethical 
issues) . 

The  Rev.  Victor  Furnish,  New 
Testament  professor  at  Southern 
Methodist  University,  presented 
the  Bible  study. 

Dr.  Furnish,  a  member  of  the 
church’s  special  four-year  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Study  Homosexuality, 


said,  “There  is  no  text  on  homo¬ 
sexual  orientation  in  the  Bible 
but  only  texts  on  the  act  itself.” 

The  most  famous  texts  dealing 
with  sexual  practices  between 
people  of  the  same  sex,  he  said, 
are  in  Genesis  1,  Leviticus  18, 
Romans  1 ,  and  I  Corinthians  6. 

“Every  biblical  reference,”  he 
added,  “is  negative.” 

However,  he  said,  “the  most 
important  passage  in  the  entire 
Bible  for  Christians  is  Romans 
3:23,  ‘For  all  have  sinned,  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God.’ 
There  is  no  distinction.  We  are 
saved  only  by  grace.” 

The  church’s  position  was  ad¬ 
dressed  by  the  Rev.  William 
Crouch,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Denton, 
Texas,  home  to  two  major  state 
universities. 

“Should  homosexual  practice 
be  a  barrier  in  the  church?”  he 
asked. 

"Not  for  membership,"  he  an¬ 
swered. 

"Should  homosexual  practice 
be  a  barrier  for  the  ordained 
ministry?  Yes.  Personal  behavior 
makes  a  difference  in  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  ministry.” 

Clergy  behavior  can  have  a 
devastating  effect  on  a  church,  he 
said. 

He  said  he  subscribes  to  the 
principle  of  sexual  practice  only 
in  marriage  and  celibacy  in  sin¬ 
gleness.  This  is  the  church's  offi¬ 
cial  position  as  adopted  by  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

Panelist  Norma  Kearby,  a  life¬ 
long  United  Methodist  and  a 
New  Orleans  physician  specializ¬ 
ing  in  ear,  nose  and  throat,  said 


the  church’s  position  on  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  the  ordained  minis¬ 
try  has  caused  enormous  pain  to 
homosexual  clergy  and  homosex¬ 
uals  who  feel  called  to  ministry. 

Dr.  Kearby  said  pain  can  be 
inflicted  on  homosexual  people 
in  subtle  ways. 

Because  it  is  often  impossible 
to  tell  who  is  homosexual  and 
who  is  not,  even  well-meaning 
people  do  hurtful  things,  she 
said. 

One  out  of  10 

"Anytime  you  are  in  a  room 
with  10  or  more  people,  you 
should  assume  that  at  least  one 
has  homosexual  orientation,” 
said  Dr.  Kearby,  a  self-avowed 
lesbian. 

"The  things  you  laugh  at,  the 
jokes  you  tell,  your  body  lan¬ 
guage  can  really  hurt  that  homo¬ 
sexual  person.”  - 

A  son  and  grandson  of  United 
Methodist  clergy  confirmed  her 
observation. 

He  said,  “The  Christian 
church  made  me  hate  myself  for 
who  I  am.  I  have  been  hurt, 
scorned  and  rebuked. 

“On  the  Thanksgiving  Day 
when  I  came  out  to  my  family, 
who  were  very  supportive,  my 
sister  said,  ‘What  does  the  Book 
of  Discipline  say?’ 

"The  book  said  you  are  loved 
but  you  are  incompatible.  The 
church  is  chasing  people  like  me 
out  of  the  church.  Churches  need 
to  be  sanctuaries,  and  to  turn 
people  off  of  the  Gospel  is 
wrong.  You  are  building  a  wall  to 
keep  God’s  children  out.” 


University  of  Steubenville 
(Ohio),  a  Roman  Catholic 
school. 

"This  ghoulish  event  illustrates 
the  lengths  that  medicine  can  go 
once  doctors  violate  the  Hippo¬ 
cratic  Oath  and  tradition  which 
separates  the  killer  from  the  care¬ 
giver,”  she  said. 

Another  view  of  oath 

However,  ethicist  Joseph 
Fletcher  said  it  isn’t  as  clear-cut 
to  him  that  such  actions  violate 
the  Hippocratic  Oath. 

Dr.  Fletcher,  an  Episcopal  cler¬ 
gyman  and  professor  emeritus  of 
medical  ethics  at  the  University 
of  Virginia,  noted  that  the  classic 
medical  vow  “asks  the  physician 
to  promise  to  protect  and  ease 
the  patient’s  suffering  and  also  to 
protect  the  patient’s  life.  What 
we’re  dealing  with  is  those  situa¬ 
tions  in  which  those  two  versions 
come  into  conflict.” 

Dr.  Fletcher,  who  publicized 
situation  ethics  with  his  1966 
book  on  the  subject,  said  his  first 


reaction  to  the  Kevorkian  case 
"is  to  be  sympathetic  to  both  the 
physician  and  the  patient."  He 
predicted  that  “one  of  these 
days,  we’re  going  to  get  legisla¬ 
tion  passed  to  allow  physician-as¬ 
sisted  suicide  in  cases  of  useless 
further  treatment." 

Larry  O’Connell,  president  of 
the  Chicago-based  Park  Ridge 
Center  for  the  study  of  health, 
faith  and  ethics,  said  he  is  con¬ 
cerned  that  "practice  will  out¬ 
strip  our  ability  to  think  through 
an  issue  like  this  very  carefully.” 

Dr.  O’Connell,  a  former  vice 
president  of  the  Catholic  Health 
Association,  expressed  fear  that 
such  cases  will  “perhaps  push  the 
legislative  process  too  quickly, 
will  perhaps  lead  to  ill-consid¬ 
ered,  premature  legislation.” 

On  June  8,  four  days  after  Ms.’ 
Adkins  suicide,  opponents  of  use 
of  the  “suicide  machine"  obtained 
a  court  injunction  permanently 
prohibiting  Dr.  Kevorkian  from 
using  it.  He  had  sought  to  limit  it 
to  a  temporary  injunction. 
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scriptural  examples 


William  Crouch 
church's  position 


Storms  hit  churches 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — At  least  two 
United  Methodist  church  build¬ 
ings  and  one  parsonage  sustained 
damage  from  killer  tornadoes  that 
raced  through  parts  of  1 8  southern 
Indiana  counties  June  2. 

Across  Indiana,  officials  re¬ 
ported  eight  dead  and  at  least 
150  people  injured  in  the  state’s 
worst  tornado  outbreak  since 
1974.  The  storms  did  significant 
damage  in  24  communities  in  15 
counties. 

On  the  same  day,  storms  de¬ 
stroyed  or  damaged  scores  of 
houses,  killed  one  woman  in  Illi¬ 
nois  and  left  their  mark  from 


Kansas  to  Michigan  and  Ohio. 

The  front  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Petersburg,  Ind., 
was  tom  off  by  the  storm,  expos¬ 
ing  the  interior.  Windows  were 
broken  and  the  roof  was  dam-  : 
aged.  The  parsonage  sustained  : 
second-floor  structural  damage 
and  broken  windows  and  doors. 

Dearborn  Hills  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  10  miles  north  of 
Lawrenceburg,  Ind.,  near  the 
Ohio  state  line,  had  damage  to  its 
entry  and  roof.  The  most  serious 
damage  was  to  a  conference- 
owned  mobile  classroom  that 
was  turned  on  its  side  and  blown 
into  the  side  of  a  toolshed. 


Varied  reactions  greet 
court  ruling  on  access 


Religious  News  Service 

In  an  8-1  ruling,  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  has  upheld  the  con¬ 
stitutionality  of  the  1984  Equal 
Access  Act,  which  gives  high 
school  religious  clubs  the  same 
right  to  meet  on  school  property 
as  other  non-academic,  extracur¬ 
ricular  groups. 

Although  the  decision  reflected 
a  near-unanimity  by  the  high 
court,  it  got  widely  disparate  re¬ 
actions  from  religious  and  other 
organizations  that  had  filed 
briefs  in  the  case. 

Some  praised  the  ruling  as  a 
victory  for  free  expression;  oth¬ 
ers  said  it  raised  the  spectre  of 
extremist  organizations  like  the 
skinheads  recruiting  members  in 
public  schools. 

The  Rev.  Dean  M.  Kelley,  di¬ 
rector  of  civil  and  religious  liber¬ 
ties  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  which  had  joined  in  a 
brief  supporting  the  student 
group,  said,  “A  great  deal  of 
evangelism  goes  on  in  public 
schools  now." 

“You  have  evangelism  for  drug 
use,  you  have  evangelism  for  sex¬ 
ual  promiscuity,  you  have  evan¬ 
gelism  for  all  kinds  of  behavior 
that  society  doesn't  particularly 
like,"  the  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  added.  "I  think  this  gives 
just  a  little  bit  of  equal  time  for 


influences  that  might  serve  as  a 
corrective  to  some  of  these  influ¬ 
ences." 

The  case.  Board  of  Education 
of  Westside  Community  Schools 
vs.  Mergens,  arose  in  1985  when 
the  principal  of  Westside  High 
School  in  Omaha  and  the  local 
superintendent  of  schools  re¬ 
fused  to  grant  permission  to  a 
group  of  students  to  form  a 
Christian  Bible  club  to  meet  on 
campus. 

Jay  Alan  Sekulow  of  Christian 
Advocates  Serving  Evangelism, 
the  counsel  of  record  for  the  stu¬ 
dent  group,  called  the  ruling  “the 
most  significant  decision  on  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  that  they’ve  issued 
in  the  last  30  years.”  He  said  the 
high  court  has  “stated  once  and 
for  all  that  the  Establishment 
Clause  cannot  be  a  bar  to  stu¬ 
dent-initiated  religious  speech 
that  is  Christian.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  L.  Maddox, 
the  Southern  Baptist  minister 
who  is  executive  director  of 
Americans  United  for  Separation 
of  Church  and  State,  said  the  rul¬ 
ing  represented  “the  first  time 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  has  al¬ 
lowed  religious  activity  in  public 
schools. 

“I  believe  the  conservative 
Christian  groups  that  pushed  this 
legislation  through  Congress  may 
ultimately  regret  it.” 


Liberian  UM  bishop  among  group 
attempting  to  mediate  civil  war 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

Liberian  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  Arthur  F.  Kulah  told  mission- 
board  officials  in  New  York  last 
week  that  he  was  part  of  a  team  of 
Christian  and  Moslem  leaders  who 
met  with  President  Samuel  K.  Doe 
to  offer  to  mediate  between  the 
president  and  leaders  of  a  rebel 
group  in  that  country’s  civil  war. 

However,  President  Doe  refused 
the  offer. 

Meanwhile  the  church’s  missions 
board  in  New  York  reported  that 
the  only  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  in  Liberia,  the  Rev.  William  F. 
Warnock  Sr.,  insisted  on  remaining 
there  and  reportedly  was  safe. 

As  fighting 
has  increased 
between  rebels 
and  govern¬ 
ment  troops, 

Liberian  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists 
have  stepped 
up  efforts  to  aid  Bishop  Kulah 

persons  dis-  ...peacemaker 

placed  by  the  war. 

Last  week,  in  a  report  to  the 
church's  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  last  week.  Bishop  Kulah 
described  the  Liberia  Annual  Con¬ 
ference’s  stepped-up  “pastoral  min¬ 
istries." 

Bishop  Kulah  is  head  of  the  con¬ 
ference  which  has  52,000  members, 


306  ordained  ministers  and  225  lay 
pastors. 

The  Rev.  Anna  Kpaan,  chairper¬ 
son  of  Liberian  United  Method¬ 
ism's  relief  committee,  heads  a 
group  of  1 1  persons  designated  by 
the  conference  to  "distribute  food, 
medical,  and  household  supplies." 
Supplies  were  purchased  through 
gifts  from  Liberian  churches  and 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief. 

Over  the  past  several  weeks  at 
least  2.000  displaced  persons  have 
been  housed  at  the  S.  Trowen 
Nagbe  United  Methodist  Church 
near  the  conference  headquarters  in 
Monrovia. 

Last  December,  insurgents  invad¬ 
ed  Nimba  County  in  Northern  Li¬ 
beria  in  protest  of  the  government 
of  President  Doe.  Rebels  have  ad¬ 
vanced  toward  the  capital  city  of 
Monrovia,  battling  loyalist  troops 
in  the  process  (see  UMR,  June  8). 

Members  of  the  Mano  and  Gio 
tribes,  which  back  rebel  leader 
Charles  Taylor,  are  at  war  with 
members  of  the  Mandingo  and 
Krahn  tribes,  which  back  President 
Doe.  The  president  is  a  member  of 
the  Krahn  tribe. 

At  one  point  it  was  reported  that 
leaders  of  government  death  squads 
were  expected  to  raid  the  United 
Methodist  mission  compound  be¬ 
cause  Manos  and  Gios  were  helping 
the  church  in  refugee  assistance. 

Doreen  Tilghman,  mission  board 


executive  for  Africa,  Europe  and 
the  Middle  East,  told  the  Reporter 
that  conference  officials  could  not 
confirm  the  whereabouts  of  the 
Rev.  James  Karble,  a  Liberian  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  or  the  Rev. 
John  Innis,  principal  of  the  Cam¬ 
phor  United  Methodist  mission  in 
Grand  Bassa  County. 

A  Monrovia  newspaper  reported 
last  week  that  the  two  ministers  had 
been  killed. 


SILK  SCREEN  ED  APRONS 

Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
 today? 

♦'wllow  apron  with  navy  imprint  (AI  M501 ) 

•  White  apron  with  royal  blue  impnnt  (AUM5021  ? 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  impnnt  (AUM503) 

•  36"  long  and  24"  wide  •  Durable  easy-care  fabric 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap  t 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 

.  Apron  (AUM50I.  AIM502.  AI  M503I  $9  two aprons-S16.vj| 
six  aprons- $42  Specify  colon  si  desired  Add  sales  tax  lor 
J  delivery  in  NY  Money  hack  guarantee  Also  available  for 
■i  other  denominations. 
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Rawson  Rd.  U.M.,  Cuba,  NY.  14727 

C716I  4U7-2S23 


Conversational  Spanish  Language  Program 
July  23-August  3,  1990 

*$799.00 

EVENT:  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  will  conduct  a  two  week  (50  hours  of 
classroom  instruction)  Intensive  Conversational  Spanish  Course/Cultural  Semi¬ 
nar  for  lay  and  clergy  persons.  All  participants  must  be  able  to  participate  fully 
from  8.00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  each  week  day  for  the  two  week  period. 

LANGUAGE:  The  course  will  be  taught  in  Spanish  and  not  about  Spanish.  The  content  will  deal 
with  practical  settings  and  will  include  vocabulary  for  ministry 

CULTURAL  AWARENESS:  A  candid  training  session  will  introduce  many  value  systems  of 
Hispanic  culture.  Noon  meal  cultural  presentations. 

TOURS  AND  EXCURSIONS:  Will  tour  El  Paso,  Tx.  and  Cd.  Juarez,  Mex.  A  trip  to  Chihuahua 
City,  Mex.  (250  miles  so.  of  El  Paso)  over  the  weekend  of  July  27-29,1990.  Will  visit  museums. 
Methodist  projects  and  will  worship  in  a  Methodist  Church.  The  overall  price  covers  tour. 

For  more  information  contact:  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  P.O.  Box  11,  El 
Paso,  TX  79940.  (915)  533-8286. 

•Cost  includes  registration,  hotel,  course  and  workshops,  excursions,  in  town  transportation  and  meals 
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Faith 

^connections 

HISTORY  AWARDS:  Two  United 
Methodist  students  have  received  recognition 
from  the  church's  General  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History  in  Madison,  N.J.,  in  the 
John  Harrison  Ness  competition.  First  prize  of 
$300  went  to  Christopher  H.  Evans,  a  doctoral 
candidate  at  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  and  Northwestern  University  in  Ev¬ 
anston,  Ill.  His  essay  was  on  the  sermons  of  the 
late  Rev.  Ernest  Fremont  Tittle  while  pastor  of 
First  Methodist  Church  in  Evanston.  Second 
prize  of  $200  went  to  Dan  Bell  Jr.,  a  student  at 
Duke  Divinity  School  in  Durham,  N.C.  He 
wrote  a  paper  about  Bishop  James  O.  Andrew 
and  the  General  Conference  of  1 844  on  the  is¬ 
sue  of  ownership  of  a  slave  by  the  bishop.  The 
Ness  awards  honor  a  late  historian  in  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  United  Brethren  Church. 

MOVING  MINISTRY:  The  Rev.  Joe 

A.  Harding,  who  stepped 
down  June  1  as  acting  assis¬ 
tant  general  secretary  for 
the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  Sec¬ 
tion  on  Evangelism,  will 
move  to  Richland,  Wash, 
this  summer.  He  will  con¬ 
tinue  as  an  executive  of  the 
Discipleship  board  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  two  programs  he  created,  “Growth 
Plus”  and  “Vision  2000.”  Mr.  Harding  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  as  the  board's  evangelism  chief  by  the 
Rev.  David  Brazelton. 

HARKNESS  AWARDS:  Scholarships 
for  49  women  seminarians  pursuing  second  ca¬ 
reers  as  ordained  United  Methodist  ministers 
have  been  awarded  by  the  church’s  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  in  Nashville.  The  1990-91 
Georgia  Harkness  Scholarship  winners  were  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Rev.  Kathy  Nickerson,  a  con¬ 
sultant  to  the  division.  The  award,  named  for  a 
late  teacher  and  scholar,  is  earmarked  for  wom¬ 
en  older  than  35  who  show  “outstanding  poten¬ 
tial  for  ministry,”  Ms.  Nickerson  explained. 
This  year’s  winners — selected  from  more  than 
100  applicants  across  the  church — will  receive  a 
total  of  $37,500. 

TENT  MINISTRY  FUNDING:  a 

"tent  ministry”  in  the  Washington  area  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Methodist  bishops’  initia¬ 
tive  against  drugs  and  violence  urgently  needs 
money  and  volunteers.  Bishop  Felton  E.  May 
said  last  week.  The  “saving  station”  tents  will 
be  set  up  at  five  local  churches  that  form  the 
core  of  the  project  in  Washington  and  neighbor¬ 
ing  Maryland.  They  will  be  open  24  hours  a  day 
from  June  25  through  August  to  offer  counsel¬ 
ing,  shelter,  food  and  Bible  study.  As  of  June  4, 
about  $55,000  of  the  $175,000  needed  has  come 
in  through  the  church’s  Advance  Special  pro¬ 
gram  of  designated  giving.  Bishop  May  said. 
The  bishop  is  on  special  assignment  to  lead  the 
initiative. 

KOREAN  SOLIDARITY:  Peace,  dis¬ 
armament  and  the  reunification  of  Korea  were 
called  for  on  the  second  day  of  the  historic 
Bush-Gorbachev  summit  during  a  rally  staged 
in  Washington  by  about  40  Korean  Americans 
and  their  supporters.  Representatives  of  the 
Committee  for  Peace  and  Reunification  of  Ko¬ 
rea  gathered  June  1  in  Lafayette  Park  for  a  rally 
led  by  the  Rev.  Kiyul  Chung,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  Michael  Hahm  of  the 
denomination's  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
About  500  United  Methodist  and  Presbyterian 
Korean  American  churches  nationwide  were  ex¬ 
pected  to  conduct  vigils,  prayer  meetings  and 
fasts  in  solidarity  with  Koreans. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


|oe  Harding 


UMC  lay  woman  enjoys  world-church  roles 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

Dr.  Janice  Love  was  acutely 
conscious  of  being  a  white, 
American  woman  of  just  37  years 
when  she  sat  before  1 .000  people 
recently  in  Seoul.  Korea. 

The  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  moderated  nine  hours  of 
floor  debate  during  the  World 
Council  of  Churches’  weeklong 
“Justice,  Peace  and  the  Integrity 
of  Creation”  convocation. 

“I'm  very  self-aware  of  my 
feminism  and  about  incorporat¬ 
ing  it  into  my  life,”  Dr.  Love 
said.  “My  being  female  is  an  im¬ 
portant  characteristic  of  who  I 
am  to  the  rest  of  the  world.” 

Woman  stands  out 

The  “rest  of  the  world”  at  Seoul 
often  didn't  resemble  Dr.  Love. 

Of  the  more  than  800  partici¬ 
pants  in  Seoul,  more  than  half  were 
male.  About  10  percent  were  na¬ 
tive  peoples.  Hundreds  were  older 
than  she.  Nearly  half  came  from 
non-Westem.  poorer  countries. 

As  a  moderator.  Dr.  Love  was 
called  upon  to  surmount  these 


Janice  Love 


. . .  world-church  leader 
vast  sex,  age,  economic  and  cul¬ 
tural  differences. 

Now  serving  her  1 5th  year  as  a 
member  of  the  WCC’s  Central 
Committee  and  her  seventh  on  its 
Executive  Committee,  Dr.  Love 
has  impressed  many  by  her  leader¬ 
ship,  political  acumen  and  spirit. 

Dr.  Love  said  her  WCC  duties 


occupy  two  to  three  months  each 
year.  She  said  she  is  “extremely 
lucky”  that  her  position  as  an  as¬ 
sistant  professor  of  political  sci¬ 
ence  at  the  University  of  South 
Carolina  in  Columbia  allows  her 
to  fulfill  them. 

Dr.  Love  teaches  international 
relations,  comparative  politics 
and  African  politics.  A  faculty 
member  at  South  Carolina  since 
1982,  she  acknowledges  that,  “If 
I  were  not  active  with  the  WCC, 
I’d  be  tenured  by  now.” 

The  flip  side  of  that  disadvan¬ 
tage,  however,  has  been  research. 

“Research  doors  that  my  col¬ 
leagues  found  closed  for  years 
have  been  opened  to  me — such 
as  within  36  hours  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca — because  of  my  WCC  connec¬ 
tions,”  Dr.  Love  said.  “That’s 
because  the  WCC’s  credibility  is 
so  high  worldwide.” 

Dr.  Love  credits  her  parents 
for  laying  the  foundation  that  led 
her  into  WCC  involvement.  The 
influence  of  her  father,  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  and  her 
mother,  a  social  worker,  led  her 
into  church  work  early. 


She  was  1969-71  president  of 
the  Alabama-West  Florida  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  council  on  youth 
ministry. 

As  youth  council  president,  she 
spoke  out  against  the  segregation 
that  permeated  Alabama  and 
much  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

In  a  1970  special  session,  the 
General  Conference,  highest  leg¬ 
islative  body  of  what  was  then 
the  2-year-old  United  Methodist 
Church,  added  youths  to  the 
membership  of  national  boards 
and  agencies. 

At  age  1 7  Dr.  Love  was  elected 
to  the  Board  of  Missions,  fore¬ 
runner  of  the  present  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

A  year  later  she  enrolled  at  Eck- 
erd  College  in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 
She  chose  the  innovative  Presby¬ 
terian-related  school  because  it  al¬ 
lowed  her  to  design  her  own 
curriculum  leading  to  an  honors 
degree  in  African  politics  in  1975. 

She  delayed  entering  The  Ohio 
State  University’s  graduate  pro¬ 
gram  that  year  so  she  could  trav¬ 
el  in  Africa  before  participating 


in  the  WCC’s  Fifth  Assembly  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya. 

After  receiving  her  doctorate 
from  Ohio  State  in  1980,  she 
taught  two  years  at  Denison  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Granville,  Ohio.  There 
she  met  Peter  Sederberg,  a  Quak¬ 
er,  whom  she  married  in  1984. 
Their  family  includes  a  pre¬ 
schooler,  daughter.  Rachel,  and 
Mr.  Sederberg’s  son,  Per,  1 6. 

Responsibilities  considered 

With  family,  academic  and  ec¬ 
umenical  responsibilities  press¬ 
ing  her.  Dr.  Love  says  she  is 
“weighing  where  I  want  to  make 
a  contribution  in  the  future.” 

Her  tenure  on  the  Central 
Committee  is  to  end  with  the 
WCC’s  Seventh  World  Assembly 
in  1991  in  Canberra,  Australia.  If 
she  were  nominated,  she  could 
be  re-elected. 

“Through  the  WCC  I’ve  gained 
a  deeper  understanding  that  the 
work  is  of  the  spirit.” 

Patricia  Lefevere,  a  free-lance 
writer  in  Tenafly,  NJ.,  covered 
the  recent  World  Council  of 
Churches  convocation  in  Korea. 


Filmdom's  Indiana  Jones  has  nothing 
on  this  United  Methodist  adventurer 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DIANE  HUIE  BALAV 


The  Rev.  |ohn  Trever  holds  a  replica  of  the  famed  Isaiah  Scroll 
found  in  a  cave  near  the  Dead  Sea.  The  four-color  replica  was 
made  from  photographs  that  Mr.  Trever  took  in  Jerusalem  in 
1948  not  long  after  its  discovery. 


BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

CLAREMONT,  Calif.— The 
Rev.  John  Trever  is  United 
Methodism’s  Indiana  Jones. 

Like  the  star  of  moviedom’s 
“Raiders  of  the  Lost  Ark,”  Dr. 
Trever  was  a  professor  in  an 
American  university.  Also  like 
Mr.  Jones,  Dr.  Trever  risked  his 
life  in  an  exotic  land  while  pursu¬ 
ing  rare  artifacts  of  the  Judeo/ 
Christian  faith. 

Unlike  his  celluloid  counter¬ 
part,  though.  Dr.  Trever’s  epi¬ 
sodes  really  happened,  and  the 
object  of  his  attention  was  part  of 
the  most  important  biblical  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  20th  century,  the 
Dead  Sea  Scrolls. 

First  American  viewer 

He  was  the  first  American  to  see, 
and  the  first  person  to  identify  and 
photograph,  the  famed  2,000-year- 
old  Isaiah  Scroll.  That  scroll,  the 
oldest  complete  biblical  manu¬ 
script  known  to  exist,  is  on  perma¬ 
nent  display  in  the  Shrine  of  the 
Book  in  Jerusalem. 

As  told  to  the  Reporter,  this  is 
the  story  of  Dr.  John  Trever,  now 
director  of  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls 
Project  at  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  (Calif.). 

In  1948,  during  the  final 
months  of  the  British  Mandate  in 
Palestine,  John  Trever,  32,  re¬ 
ceived  a  fellowship  to  study  at  the 
American  School  of  Oriental  Re¬ 
search  in  Jerusalem.  Dr.  Trever’s 
hobby  was  paleography — the 
study  of  ancient  writings. 

Although  he  knew  that  the  politi¬ 
cal  situation  was  deteriorating  and 
dangerous,  the  Yale-educated  Bible 


teacher  at  Drake  University  could 
not  resist  an  opportunity  that 
might  not  come  again. 

The  school  of  Oriental  re¬ 
search  was  in  the  Arab  quarter  of 
Jerusalem.  Explosions  rocked  the 
nights,  and  sniper  fire  riddled  the 
days.  Bus-bombings  set  every¬ 
one’s  nerves  on  edge. 

To  escape  the  tension,  the  di¬ 
rector  of  the  school  took  his  wife 
on  a  vacation  to  Baghdad,  leav¬ 
ing  Dr.  Trever  as  acting  director. 

One  bitter-cold  February  day, 
he  was  in  his  room  studying  bib¬ 
lical  plants  when  the  Arab  cook 
called  him  to  the  phone. 

The  librarian  at  the  Syrian  Or¬ 
thodox  Monastery  of  St.  Mark 
told  Dr.  Trever  that  the  monas¬ 
tery  possessed  some  scrolls  writ¬ 
ten  in  what  appeared  to  be 
afthaic  Hebrew.  They  wanted 
him  to  identify  them. 

'I  got  excited' 

“Although  it  seemedly  unlike¬ 
ly,”  Dr.  Trever  said,  “that  they 
really  meant  ‘archaic’  Hebrew,  I 
got  excited.” 

The  next  day  the  librarian  and 
the  metropolitan  (archbishop)  of 
the  monastery  arrived  with  a 
satchel  of  documents. 

“The  metropolitan  pulled  out 
this  big  sheepskin  scroll,  in  very 
good  condition,  wrapped  in  a 
modern  Arabic  newspaper,”  Dr. 
Trever  said. 

He  was  told  that  the  monastery 
collection  was  part  of  a  number 
of  manuscripts  discovered  in  a 
cave  near  the  Dead  Sea. 

“As  I  unwrapped  it,  I  saw  at 
once  that  it  might  be  quite  old. 
There  was  one  way  I  thought  I 
could  make  sure. 

“In  a  box  of  color  slides  I  had 


prepared  on  the  history  of  Bible 
text  was  a  slide  of  the  oldest 
known  biblical  manuscript.  I 
looked  at  this  very  carefully  and  I 
thought,  ‘Hey,  this  scroll  is  much 
older  than  that.’  So  that  really  got 
me  excited. 

“I  went  to  the  next  slide,  which 
was  the  Nash  Papyrus  (a  frag¬ 
ment  dating  to  100  B.C.  and  con¬ 
taining  the  ten  commandments 
and  Deuteronomy  6:4),  and  then 
I  almost  flipped  when  I  saw  letter 
for  letter  almost  the  same  form 
of  writing.  Could  this  be  as  old  as 
the  Nash  Papyrus?” 

Trying  to  contain  his  mounting 
excitement,  he  copied  two  lines 
from  the  scroll. 

As  soon  as  the  Orthodox  monks 
left  with  the  scrolls,  he  dashed  up¬ 
stairs  to  study  the  two  lines. 

“Fifteen  minutes  after  they  left  I 
had  identified  it  as  Isaiah  65:1:  ‘I 
revealed  myself  to  those  who  did 
not  ask  for  me;  I  was  found  by 
those  who  did  not  seek  me.’ 

“I  knew  I  must  see  those  scrolls 
again  and  photograph  them!” 

The  war  was  escalating,  and  it 
was  clear  that  he  would  soon 
have  to  leave  Jerusalem. 

The  next  two  weeks  were  fran¬ 
tic  as  Dr.  Trever  literally  dodged 
bullets  to  gain  access  to  the 
scrolls  and  to  scour  the  war-tom 
countryside  for  extremely  scarce 
photographic  film. 

Relying  on  all  he  could  find — six 
dozen  sheets  of  outdated  portrait- 
type  film — and  fighting  time  and 
fatigue.  Dr.  Trever  painstakingly 
photographed  every  column  of 
manuscript  in  the  collection  that 
included  the  Isaiah  Scroll  and  a 
Habakkuk  Commentary. 

With  the  help  of  another  stu¬ 


dent,  he  hauled  gallons  of  water 
up  and  down  the  steps  to  develop 
the  color  prints.  Each  one  was 
perfect. 

Not  long  before  he  boarded  the 
plane  that  would  lift  him  out  of 
the  chaos  Palestine  had  become, 
he  received  an  air  letter  from  W. 
F.  Albright  of  Johns  Hopkins 
University  to  whom  he  had  sent 
some  prints. 


Dr.  Albright,  an  expert  in  bib¬ 
lical  archaeology,  wrote,  “This  is 
the  greatest  manuscript  discov¬ 
ery  of  modern  time.” 

With  this  encouragement  and 
that  of  other  experts.  Dr.  Trever 
wrote  the  press  release  that  alert¬ 
ed  the  world  to  the  discovery  of 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls. 

Indiana  Jones,  let’s  see  you  top 
that! 


People  called  United  Methodist 


Arkansas'  Best  Preacher: 
'Smart,  funny,  loving' 

A  panel  of  judges  organized  by 
Arkansas'  largest-circulation  daily 
newspaper  went  looking  recently  for 


the  state’s  best  preacher. 

Their  choice:  The  Rev.  John  P. 
Miles,  senior  pastor  of  the  3,600- 
member  St.  James  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Little  Rock. 

In  a  statewide  survey,  the  “Ar¬ 


kansas  Gazette”  had  asked  readers 
to  nominate  “Arkansas'  Best 
Preacher.”  The  three  preachers  gar¬ 
nering  the  most  nominations  were 
selected  forjudging. 

Judges  attended  services  and 


heard  each  preacher  several  times. 

The  judges  asked  themselves 
these  questions: 

/  How  would  listeners  feel  after 
hearing  this  sermon — encouraged, 
comforted,  challenged,  chastised,  or 
fussed  at? 

✓  How  was  the  biblical  text  uti¬ 
lized?  Was  it  faithful  to  the  original 
context? 

•f  Was  the  preacher  in  any  way 
grandstanding? 

S  Did  the  sermon  evoke  a  re¬ 
sponse? 

The  judges  unanimously  conclud¬ 
ed  that  Dr.  Miles’  preaching  was  the 
most  consistently  effective. 

Dr.  Miles  has  been  pastor  of  St. 
James,  one  of  United  Methodism’s 
fastest  growing  churches,  14  years. 
He  was  one  of  three  recipients  of 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House’s  1989  Circuit  Rider  Awards 
for  church  growth. 

The  “Arkansas  Gazette”  quoted 
one  St.  James  member  as  saying, 
"He  lives  what  he  preaches.  He  is 
smart,  funny,  loving,  and  sets  an-ex- 
ample  for  all.” 

The  judges'  panel  consisted  of 
three  laypeople:  the  managing  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  “Arkansas  Baptist,”  a 
weekly  Southern  Baptist  newspaper; 
a  "Gazette”  reporter  who  is  an 
Episcopalian,  and  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  laywoman,  daughter  of  one 
United  Methodist  pastor  and  sister 
of  three  others. 


DISCOVER  PEOPLE  WHO 
ARE  CHANGING  THE  WORLD 


We  invite  you  to  watch  Catch  the  Spirit  and  see  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  working  today  through  United  Methodists  worldwide. 

Catch  the  Spirit  is  telecast  weekly  over  these  satellite  networks  as 
well  as  a  number  of  local  cable  and  broadcast  television  oudets: 


VI8N-V  ision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network 
(Satcom  3R,  Transponder  5) 

Tuesday,  7:30  pm  FT 
Wednesday,  2:30  pm  ET 
Thursday,  9:00  am  ET 

CTWA-Catholic  Telecommunications  Network  of 
America 

(Weststar  5,  Transponder  1 3) 

Monday,  1 :30  pm  ET  and  locally 
scheduled  times 

To  find  whether  Catch  the  Spirit  is  available  in  your  area, 
contact  your  local  cable  system. 

For  additional  information  you  may  write: 


ACTS -American  Christian  Television  System 
(Galaxy  EQ,  Transponder  7) 

Sunday,  1 1 :00  am  ET 
Thursday,  10:00  am  ET 
Friday,  1:00  pm  &  7:00  pm  ET 

A  VN- Alternate  View  Network 
(Satcom  3,  Transponder  12) 

Sunday,  7:30  am  ET 

Catch  the  Spirit 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

P.O.  Box  320  •  Nashville,  TN  37202-0320 


CLAS 

SIFIED  ! 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  72 
Lake  Morton  Drive,  Lakeland.  FL  33801.  3500 
members,  multiple  staff,  seeks  Director  of  Youth 
and  College  Ministries.  Degree  and  considerable 
experience  essential.  Send  resume  to:  Diaconal 
Minister  of  Education,  same  address. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  EPWORTH  Village 

United  Methodist  Retirement  Home,  Hialeah, 
Florida.  290  Unit  ACLF  plus  120  bed  skilled- 
care  nursing  unit  seeks  licensed,  experienced, 
CEO  with  graduate  degree  in  health  administra¬ 
tion  or  geriatrics.  Resumes  to:  William  S. 
Barnes.  400  Biscayne  Boulevard,  Miami,  FL 
33132. (305) 371-4706. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY. 
Full-time  staff  position  in  4300-member  growing 
church.  Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  Mem¬ 
phis.  Tennessee.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
to:  Rev.  Earl  A.  Johnston,  Executive  Minister, 
4488  Poplar  Avenue.  Memphis.  TN  38117. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Chris- 

1800-MEMBER  MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH 
seeking  Christian  Education  Director.  Full-time 
position  responsible  for  the  total  adult  and  youth 
education  program.  Send  resume  and  references 
to:  Port  Charlotte  United  Methodist  Church, 
21075  Quesada  Avenue,  Port  Charlotte,  FL 
33952.  Phone  Rev.  Wayne  Johnson  or  Karen 
Wcnck  at  (813)625-4356. 

ferred.  Send  resume  bv  June  30:  First  UMC. 
PPRC.  Box  1 5 1 .  Kcnnett,  MO  63857. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
and  Leisure  Ministries.  Ministry  to  youth  and  co¬ 
ordination  of  recreational  activities.  Large  grow¬ 
ing  congregation.  Send  resume  to:  Jennie  Weeks. 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church.  4614  Browns- 

MINISTER.  DIRECTOR.  YOUTH/COLLEGE 
Age.  growing  2400-member  church,  Chicago  sub¬ 
urb.  Youth  ministry  experience,  commitment. 
Current  strong  program.  Rcsume/refercnces: 
Grace  UMC.  300  E.  Gartner,  Naperville.  IL 
60540.(708)  355-1748. 

NEW  FULL-TIME  POSITION  BEING  created 
fora  Director  of  Christian  Education/Music.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Starting  dale:  July  1, 
1990.  Send  letters  of  inquiry  to:  Clare  United 
Methodist  Church.  105  East  Seventh  St..  Clare. 
Ml  48617. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Minis¬ 
tries.  2200-member  church.  Responsible  for  total 
program  development  and  implementation. 
Building  plans  for  new  activity  center  will  pro- 
vide  facilities  for  an  expanding  youth  program. 
Lay  or  ordained  person  acceptable.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience.  Benefits  available. 
Resume:  Dr.  Richard  Yost,  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  1 10  E.  New  Haven  Avc..  Melbourne. 

BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS!  New  and 
used —  Champion.  Call:  American  TransCoach 
today.  (817)458-4844. 

FOR  SALE.  USED  66  PASSENGER  BUS.  All 
seats  have  belts,  rebuilt  engine,  good  tfres,  overall 
condition  is  excellent.  Contact:  River  Hills  Com¬ 
munity  Church.  104  Hamilton's  Ferry  Rd..  Lake 
Wylie.  SC  29710  or  call  (803)  831-1615. 

CENTRAL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
in  Decatur,  Alabama  is  seeking  a  Director  of 
Christian  Education  with  emphasis  on  children, 
adult  and  family  ministries.  Salary  is  dependent 
upon  applicant's  education,  skills,  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Address  inquiries  and  resumes  to:  Central 

Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  SI 65 
week.  S525  four  weeks.  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clavton  Calhoun.  Drawer 
1138.  Wayncsville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507.' 

United  Methodist  Church,  616  Jackson  St..  SE, 
Decatur.  AL  35601 .  Telephone:  (205)  353-6941 . 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and  stay  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
to  160).  Eureka  Springs.  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming.  S9.00  tickets,  grilled  burger 
cook  out.  and  breakfast.  All  for  S24.00  each!  Call: 
(501)253-8418  today! 

THE  YELLOWSTONE  CONFERENCE  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  taking  applications 
for  the  position  of  a  Council  Director  with  a  port¬ 
folio  in  youth  and  camping.  Job  descriptions.  aj>- 

Dennis  Reese.  Box  605.  Superior.  MT  59872. 
The  deadline  for  inquiries  is  July  1 ,  1 990. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR:  1700-MEMBER  church 
going  from  part-time  to  full-time  ministry.  Pro¬ 
gram  currently  includes  adult,  youth,  children's 
choirs,  and  handbells.  Experience  and  master's 
degree  or  better  preferred.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume:  Search  Committee,  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  315  East  Chester  Street,  Jack- 
son.  TN  38301. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  First 

United  Methodist  Church  of  Euless  has  an  open¬ 
ing  for  Director  of  Chancel  and  Handbell  Choirs. 
Phone:(817)283-4421 
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Reflections  on 
Annual  Conference 

The  final  gavel  has  been  sounded  and  the  Twentieth  Session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  history. 

And  it  has  been  a  history-making  Conference! 

The  hope  of  vital  congregations  and  faithful  disciples  throughout 
Louisiana  Methodism  has  been  clearly  put  into  focus  with  Vision  2000. 

The  affirmation  of  a  Conference  Center  will  bring  us  together  physi¬ 
cally  as  well  as  spiritually.  It  will  mean  a  lot  of  work  over  a  long  period 
of  time.  But  the  first  step  has  been  taken. 

Great  preaching,  enthusiastic  singing,  sharp  debate  on  issues,  good 
fellowship,  well-prepared  reports,  all  personify  this  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

We  will  miss  Harvey  Williamson.  He  has  been  a  strong  leader  and 
faithful  administrator  for  many  years  in  this  Conference.  I  am  pleased 
that  Harvey  has  agreed  to  continue  to  serve  the  Conference  by  co-ordi¬ 
nating  (at  no  salary)  the  Conference  Center.  This  will  be  a  great  service 
to  Louisiana  Methodism. 

We  welcome  Don  Cottrill  as  the  new  Director  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries.  Don  is  sensitive  and  capable  and  will  lead  the 
programming  life  of  our  Conference  as  we  move  into  Vision  2000. 

The  Twentieth  Session  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  planted 
some  seeds  that  will  bear  fruit  for  years  to  come. 

<GU 


Dr.  Chuck  Simmons,  Chair  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
and  Mrs.  Joanne  White,  members  of  the  VISION  2000  Committee, 
present  the  Conference  with  the  outline  of  VISION  2000,  a 
Renewed  Covenant  for  a  New  Century. 


Bishop  Leontine  Kelly  offers  the  Gospel  to  an  enthusiastic  crowd  of 
listeners. 


During  our  Open  Worship  Service  the  Conference  enjoyed  the  mu¬ 
sic  of  the  Massed  Bell  Choir.  The  choir  was  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Madeline  Woodland. 


SCENES 

FROM 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

A  special  thank  you  to  Rev.  William  Boyd  ior  providing  several  of  our  photographs. 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  is  seen  leading  one  of  the  business  sessions 
of  the  Annual  Conference. 


The  Ordination  Service  offers  the  promise  of  hope  for  the  Church 
and  the  future. 


Jonah,  alias  Dr.  Irving  Smith,  tells  of  his  faith  journey. 


Bishop  Oden  and  Paul  White  present  the  Outstanding  Layperson  of 
the  Year  award  to  Mrs.  Marian  Patton  of  Epps  UMC  in  the  Monroe 
District. 


Delegates  from  the  Evangeline  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  show  their 
new  charter  and  Certificate  of  Organization.  Pictured  with  pastors 
Carol  Winn  and  Stephen  Fleming  are  lay  delegates  Tommy  and 
Velma  Greer. 


Rev.  Larry  Stafford,  Chair  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration,  presents  the 
proposal  for  a  new  decimal 
formula. 


Mr.  Brian  Smith,  President  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries,  emphasizes  the  Youth 
Service  Fund. 


Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  President  of 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  is 
shown  presenting  a  check  from  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
to  the  Conference  Pension  Fund. 


Mr.  Paul  White,  Conference  Lay 
Leader,  introduces  the  Laity  Hour. 


Rev.  Abraham  Davis,  Chair  of  the 
Courtesies  Committee,  presents 
report  to  the  Annual  Conference. 


Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  Chair  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Trustees, 
introduces  the  proposal  on  the 
Conference  Center. 


A  DECISION  MAKING  YEAR  —  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  1990 


The  20th  Session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  conducted  the 
business  of  the  Church  within  a  joy¬ 
ous  atmosphere  of  fellowship,  fes¬ 
tivity,  and  homecoming  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  and  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport. 
Resident  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
presided  under  a  banner  that  her¬ 
alded  the  Conference’s  theme 
“Many  Gifts,  One  Spirit." 

Retired  Bishop  Leontine  Kelly  of 
San  Mateo,  California,  electrified 
delegates  and  guests  with  preaching 
that  recalled  the  tongues  of  fire  in  the 
Pentecost  season.  She  reminded  the 
congregations  that  our  Wesleyan 
faith-walk  must  include  both  “per¬ 
sonal  piety"  and  "social  holiness"  to 
be  complete.  During  the  Wednesday 
night  Service  of  Ordination,  held  at 
First  UMC  in  Shreveport.  Bishop 
Kelly  urged  the  ordinands  to  take  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  a  broken  world  by 
“yoking  yourselves  with  Christ  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  His  call." 

In  a  gesture  symbolic  of  the  conti¬ 
nuity  of  that  Call,  the  13  men  and 
women  ordained  as  Elders  were  giv¬ 
en  chalices  that  had  been  used  in 
the  Service  of  Thanksgiving  and 
Remembrance  that  opened  the 
Conference  on  Monday,  June  4. 


The  10  retiring  ministers  completed 
the  ritual  by  placing  a  stole,  the 
symbol  of  Christ’s  yoke,  upon  each 
ordinand.  Nine  Deacons  were  also 
ordained  and  one  Diaconal  Minis-' 
ter  was  consecrated. 

Dr.  John  Yarrington  of  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas  led  the  Conference 
singing.  Dr.  Irving  L.  Smith,  alias 
“Jonah,”  and  “Simon  Peter,”  en¬ 
thralled  the  delegates  with  first  per¬ 
son  accounts  of  Bible  lessons. 

During  the  worship  services,  the 
Church's  "many  gifts”  were  high¬ 
lighted  with  combined  handbell  and 
liturgical  dance  choirs  and  the 
choirs  from  north  Louisiana. 
Shreveport  District  Children’s 
Choirs,  and  choirs  from  three  re¬ 
cently  organized  congregations  in 
south  Louisiana. 

Bishop  Oden’s  State  of  the  Church 
Address  focused  on  Methodism’s 
“One  Spirit”:  Connectionalism.  Bish¬ 
op  Oden  declared  that  the  Church  has 
no  place  for  "isms"  when  they  repre¬ 
sent  barriers  on  account  of  sex,  age, 
clergy  or  lay  status.  In  a  call  for  unity 
and  reconciliation,  he  challenged  the 
delegates  to  remember  the  connective 
circle  of  care,  accountability,  and 
common  purpose  under  God’s  cove¬ 
nant  with  His  people.  Louisiana  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  Churches  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  re-covenant  together 
on  March  9  when  thousands  of 
church  members  gather  in  Baton 
Rouge  to  celebrate  a  new  Pentecost, 
as  part  of  Vision  2000. 

Among  the  many  important  is¬ 
sues  discussed  during  the  Confer¬ 
ence  session  were  some  of  special 
significance  for  the  future  of  our 
conference: 

•Vision  2000,  a  process  for  em¬ 
powering  and  resourcing  the  local 
congregations  of  our  conference,  was 
adopted.  This  ten  year  initiative 
came  out  of  the  perceived  need  to 
discern  God's  will  for  our  churches 
during  the  next  century.  Twenty-six 
"listening  posts”  with  over  1400  lay 
and  clergy  leaders  were  held 
throughout  the  state  to  elicit  con¬ 
cerns.  suggestions,  and  dreams  for 
the  future  of  the  church.  A  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  developed  a  list  of  seven 
of  the  most  common  themes  shared 
during  these  meetings.  These  seven 
signs  of  VITAL  congregations  will 
be  the  focus  of  resourcing  and  en¬ 
couragement  to  our  576  local  con¬ 
gregations  through  the  next  decade. 

The  signs  identified  were: 


1 .  Has  a  plan  for  ministry 

2.  Incorporates  Disciplines  of  the 
Faith  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition: 
Worship,  Bible  study.  Covenant 
Sharing  groups.  Stewardship,  and 
United  Methodist  beliefs 

3.  Has  committed  and  trained  lay 
leadership 

4.  Has  dedicated  and  competent 
clergy  leadership 

5.  Is  an  inclusive  nurturing  fellow¬ 
ship 

6.  Is  an  inviting  congregation 

7.  Serves  God  through  significant 
outreach  to  the  neighbor 

•  The  delegates  approved  a  pro¬ 
posal  for  a  Conference  Center.  This 
decision  comes  at  the  close  of  sever¬ 
al  years  of  discussion,  research,  and 
site  selection  process.  Dr.  Tom 
Matheny.  chairman  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Trustees,  presented 
the  proposal  for  the  purchase  of  the 
400  acre  site  situated  approximate¬ 
ly  six  miles  from  Alexandria  and 
less  than  two  miles  from  an  I  49  in¬ 
terchange.  The  proposal  was  adopt¬ 
ed  following  spirited  discussion  by 
the  conference  delegates. 

•  A  new  decimal  used  for  the  cal¬ 
culating  of  local  church  apportion¬ 
ments  was  accepted.  The  new 
decimal  formula  follows  the  basic 


elements  of  the  previous  formula, 
but  will  be  calculated  by  averaging 
the  information  required  over  a 
three  year  period  of  reporting.  Pres¬ 
ently,  the  apportionment  is  made 
based  on  the  information  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  only.  The  new  decimal  is 
intended  to  allow  for  more  gradual 
changes  in  the  apportionments  of 
the  local  churches. 

•  A  new  program  for  supporting 
our  Conference  institutions  was  ap¬ 
proved.  Two  offerings  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  each  year  in  support  of  three 
institutions  under  the  title  Good  Sa¬ 
maritan.  Those  institutions  to  be 
identified  as  Good  Samaritan  insti¬ 
tutions  are  Lafon  Home,  People’s 
Community  Center,  and  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital.  In 
addition,  two  offerings  per  year  will 
be  received  to  support  Children's 
Homes  will  go  to  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Home  in  Ruston  and  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  in  New  Orleans. 

•Three  new  congregations  were 
given  Certificates  of  Organization 
and  five  new  congregations  were  es¬ 
tablished  at  this  session  of  Annual 
Conference.  Faith  and  Asbury 
Churches  in  the  Shreveport  District 
and  Evangeline  Church  in  the  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  District  were  honored  as 


the  newest  organized  congregations. 
All  were  established  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  year  1989-90.  The  Conference 
approved  the  establishment  of  five 
new  local  congregations  during  the 
Conference  year  1990-91.  These 
new  congregations  will  be  scattered 
throughout  the  conference  bound¬ 
aries  and  will  minister  to  a  varied 
population  both  in  large  urban  ar¬ 
eas  and  small  town  communities. 

A  more  personal  aspect  of  the 
Conference  was  the  special  recogni¬ 
tion  of  outstanding  achievement. 
Among  the  recipients  were:  Mrs. 
Marilyn  Oden  —  Mission  Award 
from  the  Conference  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women;  Mr.  Larry  Lewis  — 
Bentley  R.  Sloane  Award  for  the 
Outstanding  Christian  Educator; 
Rev.  Nathaniel  P.  Perry.  Hall  ol 
Fame  for  the  Retired  Educator;  and 
Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  Headliner 
Award  from  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter. 

Three  scouting  awards  were  pre¬ 
sented.  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon  Jr.,  re¬ 
ceived  the  God  and  Service  Award; 
Bradford  Mayo  and  Edwin  Brown 
both  received  the  Torch  Award. 

The  1990  Conference  ended  its 
history  making  session  with  the  tra¬ 
ditional  Service  of  Sending  Forth. 
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Faith  forum 


What  do  you  think? 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Should  Christians  choose  to  terminate  life? 


Dr.  Jack  Kevorkian,  a  physician  and  advocate 
of  euthanasia  (mercy  killing),  has  raised  a  storm 
of  controversy  by  creating  this  “suicide  ma¬ 
chine.”  It  is  designed  to  assist  people  who  decide 
to  take  their  own  lives.  Dr.  Kevorkian's  machine 
was  used  by  Janet  Adkins  of  Portland,  Ore.,  a 
sufferer  from  Alzheimer's  disease,  to  take  her 
life  by  lethal  injection  earlier  this  month. 

Dr.  Kevorkian  has  been  condemned  as  a 
“ghoul”  and  other  epithets  by  people  w  ho  oppose 
euthanasia.  He  also  is  accused  by  many  of  violat¬ 
ing  his  Hippocratic  oath  to  use  his  medical  skills 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


to  save  lives. 

At  the  same  time,  others  have  lauded  Dr.  Ke¬ 
vorkian  for  offering  a  humane  alternative  to  peo¬ 
ple  faced  with  hopelessly  deteriorating  health. 
And  he  is  portrayed  by  many  as  courageously 
forcing  the  public  to  deal  with  a  new  form  of  an 
age-old  issue  posed  by  improved  medical  technol¬ 
ogy:  the  morality  of  a  person  voluntarily  choosing 
to  terminate  his/her  life. 

The  Rev.  Judy  Weidman  suggests  in  her  arti¬ 
cle  elsewhere  on  this  page  that  Christians  should 


develop  a  “theology  of  euthanasia.” 

1.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree?  Why? 

2.  Do  you  believe  there  are  circumstances  in 
which  an  individual  can  morally  justify  terminat¬ 
ing  his  or  her  own  life? 

3.  Do  you  believe  that  devices  such  as  Dr.  Ke¬ 
vorkian's  “suicide  machine”  should  be  available 
to  people  who  make  that  choice? 

Send  your  responses  by  July  6  to  “Euthana¬ 
sia,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Child's  comment  about  angels  is  troubling 


I  was  glad  to  read  the  results  of 
the  inclusive  language  survey  and 
appreciate  the  unusual  sensitivity  of 
the  accompanying  editoriabfsee 
UMR,  June  1). 

Both  reinforce  a  thought  that  I've 
held  for  more  than  a  decade:  The 
trouble  with  inclusive  language  is 
that  nobody  agrees  when  enough  is 
enough. 

But  I'm  troubled  by  the  comment 
of  our  sister  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
conference  who  claims  that  we  need 
inclusive  language  because  a  5-year- 
old  told  her  mother,  “Angels  only 
speak  to  men." 

If  that  child,  at  age  5.  hasn’t 
heard  how  the  Lord’s  angel  com¬ 
forted  Hagar  in  the  desert  (Genesis 
21),  nor  how  Gabriel  announced  to 
Mary  that  she  would  give  birth  to 
Jesus  (Luke  1),  something  far  more 
dangerous  than  the  accidental  use 
of  “sexist  language"  is  at  work. 

Jonathan  Alan  Carlsen 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Poll  had  sign  of  progress 

Your  inclusive  language  poll  has 
one  shining  affirmation  of  progress 


in  the  long  struggle  for  justice  for 
women  (see  UMR.  June  1). 

About  45  percent  of  the  clergy  re¬ 
spondents  have  affirmed  their  pref¬ 
erence  for  and  comfort  with 
language  that  includes  and  affirms 
all  people. 

My  own  pastor  is  among  those 
who  understand  the  power  of  inclu¬ 
sive  language  in  affirming  the  worth 
of  people. 

He  and  the  two  pastors  who  pre¬ 
ceded  him  have  led  the  congrega¬ 
tion  by  example:  He  uses  inclusive 
language  most  of  the  time;  he  in¬ 
cludes  women  in  all  areas  of  the 
church’s  ministry.  And  now  that 
our  congregation  is  comfortable 
with  inclusiveness,  he  has  preached 
prophetically  on  the  reasons  for  it. 

Young  people,  who  are  more 
amenable  to  change,  are  less  likely 
to  take  the  Reporter  than  older 
ones.  But  they  are  more  likely  to  ex¬ 
pect  inclusive  language. 

When  Christians  are  led  carefully 
and  sensitively  to  an  understanding 
of  the  sinfulness  inherent  in  patriar¬ 
chal  language,  as  our  pastor  has 
done,  they  find  it  comfortable. 


The  opposite  of  inclusive  is,  after 
all,  exclusive. 

Thanks  for  the  survey  and  report. 
It  is  helpful  to  know  how  we  afe 
coming  along  from  time  to  time. 

Kellie  Corlew  Jones 
Martin,  Tennessee 

Isn't  there  a  better  way? 

Having  to  speak,  think  and  rea¬ 
son  in  more  inclusive  ways  isn’t 
easy  or  comfortable.  Forever  re¬ 
gressing  to  spiritual  childhood  is. 

That.  1  believe,  is  why  so  many 
people  in  your  recent  poll  respond¬ 
ed  with  such  recalcitrance  (see 
UMR.  June  1). 

True,  nobody  can  “force”  inclu¬ 
sive  language  on  anybody,  nor 
should.  But  should  we  who  desire 
the  more  grueling  discipline  of  pro¬ 
claiming  the  unfathomable,  uncon- 
tainable  love  of  God  across 
gender-specific  language  barriers  be 
portrayed,  let  alone  perceived,  as 
killers  of  the  Easter  bunny? 

Being  a  pastor.  I’m  willing  to  let 
children  be  children  regardless  of 
their  age.  But  can  the  29  percent  of 


us  seek  a  better  way  without  re¬ 
proach  or  recrimination? 

With  love,  according  to  St.  Paul, 
we  can  believe  all  things,  hope  all 
things  and,  most  importantly,  en¬ 
dure  all  things. 

Mark  Forrester 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Results  were  anticipated 

Results  of  your  survey  on  the  use 
of  inclusive  language  were  interest¬ 
ing  and,  for  me,  anticipated  (see 
UMR,  June  1). 

I  surely  concur  with  the  majority 
on  this  matter  and  deplore  what  has 
happened  within  the  last  genera¬ 
tion.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  under¬ 
stand  why  they  must  tamper  with 
our  Bible  when  it  has  served  us  well 
for  centuries.  Evil  forces  seem  to  be 
at  work — overtime. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  ef¬ 
forts  in  this  connection,  and  please 
continue. 

Adelle  C.  Pittman 
Houston.  Texas 


Faithfully  yours, 


Compassion  looks  beyond  a  language  barrier 


Monsignor  Gonzalo  Lopez-Mara- 
non  spoke  little  English.  I  spoke 
even  less  Spanish. 

Yet  somehow,  in  the  midst  of  a 
recent  ecumenical 
meeting,  we  were 
managing  our  own 
w,arm  consultation 
in  a  corner  of 
Kingston's  Jamai¬ 
ca  Conference 
Center. 

tThe  monsignor  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
had  been  among  a  corps  of  clerics 
en  route  to  the  meeting  when  we 
met  while  awaiting  our  flight  from 


Miami  to  Kingston. 

Now.  during  a  break  in  the  pro¬ 
ceedings.  he  waved  me  over  for  a 
chat. 

“What  is  your  confession?”  he 
asked  haltingly.  His  words  remind¬ 
ed  me  that  in  Latin  America  and 
the  Caribbean,  “confession"  is  syn¬ 
onymous  with  “faith." 

Metodista  Vnida."\  replied, 
drawing  a  smile  from  him  as  he 
gently  corrected  my  pronunciation. 

Gonzalo,  as  he  insisted  I  call  him, 
told  me  he  was  born  in  Spain.  He 
spent  most  of  the  past  20  years  as  a 
priest  along  the  Amazonian  border 


between  Ecuador  and  Colombia. 
Now  he  serves  as  Roman  Catholic 
bishop  ofSucumbios,  Ecuador. 

1  asked  whether  he  had  seen  in  his 
ministry  the  horrors — starvation, 
disease  and  relentless  deprivation — 
that  others  at  the  consultation  de¬ 
scribed  as  consequences  of  the  mas¬ 
sive  international  debt  that  plagues 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean. 

His  face  became  solemn.  A  visi¬ 
ble  pain  replaced  the  kindly  twinkle 
in  his  eyes. 

“I  see  many  things,”  he  affirmed. 
"Also,  the  drug  guerrillas  come 
from  Colombia.  They  kill  people.” 
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"But,"  he  added,  brightening.  “I 
am  so  excited  to  be  here.  So  many 
confessions,  talking  together,  es 
muy  importante  (it’s  very  impor¬ 
tant)." 

What  would  he  say  to  Christians 
in  the  United  States  about  his  re¬ 
gion's  twin  burdens  of  corporate 
debt  and  drugs?,  I  asked. 

The  monsignor’s  English  left  him. 
He  patted  his  chest. 

"Como  se  dice ?  (How  do  you  say 
it?)  Hert?"  he  asked. 

“Corazon?"  I  replied. 

“Si!"  Gonzalo  responded.  “Mira 
con  el  corazon!  (Look  at  us  with 
your  hearts).” 

His  words  cut  deeply  as  my  so¬ 
journ  took  me  past  Jamaican  slums 
filled  with  aimless  adults,  families 
who  sleep  on  the  beach  outside  our 
hotel  and  malnourished  children 
who  still  smile  at  foreigners. 

Those  memories  instill  a  prayer 
that  " los  corazons  de  norteameri- 
canos”  (the  hearts  of  North  Ameri¬ 
cans)  can  begin  to  look  toward 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean 
with  eyes  as  kindly  and  compas¬ 
sionate  as  those  of  Father  Gonzalo. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Ms.  Astle  is  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 
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Here  I  .Stand — — 

We  must  develop  a 
' euthanasia  theology' 


By  JUDY  WEIDMAN 

I  stood  at  my  mother’s  bedside  as 
she  was  dying  of  bone  cancer  almost 
20  years  ago  and  resolved  that  I 
would  never  die  that  kind  of  death. 

Life  for  her  had  become  a  fitful 
waking  up  to  beg  for  more  morphine 
as  she  came  out  of  the  deep  sleep 
brought  on  by  the  previous  shot. 

Long  after  her  body  was  immobi¬ 
lized  and  her  mind  was  gone,  she 
lingered  many  months  because  there 
was  nothing  to  kill  her.  Her  heart 
was  strong,  and  her  lungs  were  clear. 

The  order  had  long  since  gone  out 
that  nothing  extraordinary  should 
be  done  to  keep  her  alive,  but  no 
one  dared  even  mention  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  active  intervention. 

Except  my  mother.  On  the  last 
day  when  she  knew  anything  at 
all — it  was  her  birthday — she  woke 
up  asking  to  die.  It  was  not  to  be  for 
some  time. 

So  I  read  with  more  than  passing 
interest  about  the  Michigan  doc¬ 
tor’s  “suicide  machine,”  which  he 
used  to  help  a  woman  with  Alz¬ 
heimer’s  disease  take  her  own  life 
(see  UMR,  June  15). 

The  reaction  of  the  medical  com¬ 
munity  and  most  ethicists  focused 
on  concern  about  possible  abuse  of 
such  measures.  And  rightly  so.  But 
that  should  only  be  the  starting 
point  for  the  debate,  not  the  end. 

Left  to  witness  the  ravages  of  un¬ 
bridled  natural  forces  in  my  moth¬ 
er’s  situation,  I  was  forced  into  a 
theology  to  which  I  would  never 
willingly  subscribe. 

My  God  is  not  some  master  pup¬ 
peteer  in  the  sky  who  decides  that 
people  should  die  on  one  date  rath¬ 
er  than  another.  Putting  individ¬ 
uals,  or  their  families  who  stand  by 
helplessly,  in  the  position  of  waiting 
out  death  when  life  has  long  since 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  fudy  Weid¬ 
man  is  editor/direc¬ 
tor  of  Religious 
News  Service,  a  sub¬ 
sidiary  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  based  in  New 
York  City.  She  is  a 
clergy  member  of  United  Methodism's 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed \  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here  I 
Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


passed  is  a  medieval  perspective 
that  simply  must  be  challenged. 

It's  time  to  develop  a  Christian 
theology  of  euthanasia. 

For  the  same  reason  that  terrible 
circumstances  may  lead  a  woman  to 
terminate  a  pregnancy,  terrible  cir¬ 
cumstances  may  cause  a  person  or 
his/her  family  to  terminate  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  an  incurable  disease. 

Moral  acts  are  predicated,  in 
part,  on  the  terrible  gift  of  free 
choice  God  has  given  each  of  us. 

I  am  puzzled  that  even  some  peo¬ 
ple  of  faith  consider  death  such  a 
horrible  fate  that  it  is  virtually  un¬ 
speakable. 

Such  denial  yields  more  bad  the¬ 
ology,  bringing  with  it  confusion 
about  the  very  nature  of  God.  We 
are  left  to  wonder  about  a  God  who 
appears  to  allow  horrible  things  to 
happen  to  people. 

By  contrast,  the  biblical  perspec¬ 
tive  is  that  God  doesn’t  choose  to 
set  everything  right  in  this  world. 
Neither  is  the  Christian  life  limited 
to  that  span  of  years  we  live  on 
Planet  Earth. 


What  others  are  saying 


“The  root  causes  that  exacerbate 
the  drug  crisis  must  be  addressed.  The 
root  causes  as  I  see  them  are:  first,  an 
undisciplined  and  compromising 
church;  second,  racism;  and  then  we 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“To  you  has  been  given  to  know 
the  secrets  of  the  kingdom  of  God; 
but  for  others  they  are  in  parables, 
so  that  seeing  they  may  not  see,  and 
hearing  they  may  not  understand.” 
(RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  Corinthians  3:18) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  25 
Monday:  Psalms  91:1-10 
Tuesday:  Psalms  91:14-16 
Wednesday:  Genesis  28: 1 0- 1 7 
Thursday:  Matthew  10:1-23 
Friday:  Matthew  10:24-33 
Saturday:  Romans  5:12-17 
Sunday:  Romans  5: 1 8-2 1 


can  get  to  things  like  unemployment, 
the  poor,  education  and  health.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton 
E.  May 

*  *  * 

“Money  is  important  in  the  fight 
against  drug  abuse.  But  unless  [drug 
abuse]  is  recognized  as  a  values  and 
morals  problem,  the  money  used 
will  do  no  good.” 

— William  Bennett,  director.  Na¬ 
tional  Drug  Control  Policy 
*  *  * 

“George  Gallup  Jr.  recently  pro¬ 
vided  indicting  statistics  showing 
that  there  are  virtually  no  qualita¬ 
tive  differences  between  those  who 
do  church  on  Sunday  and  those  who 
do  laundry.  The  modernist  brand  of 
Christian  belief  developed  a  well- 
deserved  reputation  for  not  making 
a  difference  in  the  world  and  not 
being  different  from  the  world." 

— The  Rev.  Leonard  I.  Sweet,  presi¬ 
dent,  United  Theological  Seminary 
*  *  * 

"We  may  be  in  the  midst  of  a 
global  process  that  seems  to  be  both 
moving  forward  to  democratization 
and  back  to  religion.” 

— Dr.  James  Billington,  Librarian  of 
Congress  and  a  leading  Russian  his¬ 
tory  scholar 
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VjSIM  EXPANDS  HOURS:  Vision 

Interfaith  Satellite  Network  (VISN)  will  expand 
its  hours  from  18  to  24  daily  July  2,  according 
to  Jeffrey  C.  Weber,  executive  vice  president  of 
programming  and  operations.  He  said  the  net¬ 
work  will  add  to  its  current  offerings  of  docu¬ 
mentaries,  drama,  music,  worship  and  children’s 
programs.  Network  policies  are  set  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  a  consortium  of  23  faith  groups  from  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic,  Jewish,  Protestant  and  Eastern 
Orthodox  traditions.  The  network’s  president  is 
Nelson  Price,  longtime  United  Methodist  commu¬ 
nications  executive. 


AFRICA  UNIVERSITY  BACKED: 

Zimbabwe’s  minister  of  higher  education  has 
voiced  support  for  establishment  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  United  Methodist  Africa  University  in 
his  nation,  according  to  reports  received  in 
Nashville.  The  Zimbabwe  official,  David  Kari- 
manzira,  visited  the  site  recently  and  “praised 
the  church  for  playing  a  leading  role  in  the  field 
of  education,”  a  newspaper  in  that  country  re¬ 
ported.  Church  officials  hope  that  legislation 
authorizing  the  school  will  be  introduced  in 
Zimbabwe’s  Parliament  before  the  end  of  June. 


LIBERIA  PEACE  TALKS  SET:  Peace 
talks  were  scheduled  in  neighboring  Freetown, 
Sierra  Leone,  in  mid-June  in  hopes  of  ending 
Liberia’s  six-month  civil  war.  The  Rev.  Robert 
Fletcher,  area  secretary  for  the  Africa  office  at 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  told  the 
Reporter  that  Liberian  insurgents  and  the  army 
of  President  Samuel  K.  Doe  have  agreed  to  stop 
killing  civilians  while  the  two  sides  meet.  Mean¬ 
while,  in  the  Liberian  capital  of  Monrovia,  an 
estimated  5,000  people  were  led  by  Christian 
and  Moslem  leaders  in  a  peace  march  on  June 
14  from  the  United  Methodist  missionary  com¬ 
pound  to  the  United  Nations  embassy.  Offi¬ 
cials  of  the  United  Methodist  Liberian  Annual 
Conference  report  that  Monrovia  has  little 
bread,  rice,  or  electricity  for  its  relief  programs. 


CERULLO  BUYS  PTL:  After  two  years 
of  attempts  to  find  a  buyer  for  Jim  Bakker’s  ill- 
fated^  PTL  ministry,  a  bankruptcy  judge  recently 
approved  a  last-minute  bid 
from  California  evangelist 
Morris  Cerullo.  The  58- 
year-old  Assemblies  of  God 
minister's  offer  was  ap¬ 
proved  after  Mr.  Cerullo 
put  $7  million  in  an  escrow 
account  and  signed  a  con¬ 
tract  to  buy  all  assets  at 
|im  Bakker  PTL’s  Heritage  USA  com¬ 
plex  near  Fort  Mill,  S.C.,  for  $52  million. 


EVANGELISM  IS  TARGETED:  The 

Great  Commission  Network,  a  new  umbrella 
organization  for  conservatives  in  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  says  it  is  chal¬ 
lenging  each  of  the  denomination's  congrega¬ 
tions  to  win  five  converts  per  year  for  the  next 
20  years  in  hopes  of  boosting  church  member¬ 
ship  by  1  million  by  the  year  2010.  The  organi¬ 
zation  was  founded  this  year. 

ACTIVISTS  PLAN  TOUR:  Two  lead¬ 
ing  Christian  activists  from  the  United  States 
have  enlisted  the  cooperation  of  evangelist  Billy 
Graham  and  a  variety  of  local  church  groups  to 
support  their  upcoming  visit  to  Calgary,  Alber¬ 
ta,  Canada,  to  promote  both  evangelism  and  so¬ 
cial  action.  Jim  Wallis,  founder  of  the 
Sojourners  Community  in  Washington,  and 
Ken  Medema,  singer,  composer  and  pianist, 
will  begin  a  10-day  North  American  “Let  Jus¬ 
tice  Roll"  tour  in  Calgary  Nov.  1.  They  said  the 
tour  “seeks  to  build  on  the  best  of  the  renewal/ 
revival  tradition,  focusing  on  the  essential  gos¬ 
pel  call  to  social  justice  and  peace.” 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UM  ex-missionary's  tale 
portrays  drug  trafficking 

Poverty  drives  dealers  to  sell  drugs ,  says  researcher 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

KINGSTON.  Jamaica — From 
the  window  of  her  West  Harlem 
apartment  in  New  York,  Stephanie 
Larsen  watches  her  Dominican 
neighbors  selling  drugs. 

Revolted  as  she  is  by  the  sight, 
the  former  United  Methodist 
missionary  knows  she  must  treat 
the  dealers  with  respect. 

Where  she  lives,  the  police 
rarely  come.  Church  workers 
never  show  up  to  help  the  home¬ 
less  addicts  who  sleep  in  the  lob¬ 
by  of  her  building. 

Where  Ms.  Larsen  lives,  drug 
traffickers  rule. 

Drugs  seen  as  debt  solution 

New  York  seemed  another 
world  from  the  tropic  heat  of  Ja¬ 
maica— where  cocaine  is  becom¬ 
ing  as  much  a  problem  as  it  is  in 
the  United  States — as  Ms.  Lar¬ 
sen  spoke  of  her  neighborhood  to 
an  ecumenical  gathering  of  Ca¬ 
ribbean  and  Latin  American  pas¬ 
tors  and  bishops. 

But  her  stories  reinforced  one 
reality:  Whether  in  the  United 
States,  on  the  Caribbean  islands  or 
in  Central  and  South  America, 
many  Caribbeans  and  Latin 
Americans  see  drug  trafficking  as 
a  way  out  of  the  crushing  poverty 
inflicted  on  them  by  their  coun¬ 
tries’  burden  of  international  debt. 

Drugs  and  debt — and  how  to 
overcome  them  from  a  Christian 


Debt  and  Drugs 

Twin  troubles 
burden  Christians 
in  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean 
First  at  two  parts 


Debt  and  drugs — the  intertwined 
problems  of  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean — captured  the  attention 
of  a  recent  ecumenical  gathering  in 
Kingston ,  Jamaica.  Church  leaders  of 
16  denominations  from  32  countries 
sought  Christian  responses  to  the 
troubles  that  also  affect  North  Amer¬ 
ican  and  European  Christians. 


perspective— were  the  twin 
themes  of  the  recent  Consulta¬ 
tion  of  Bishops  and  Pastors  from 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbe¬ 
an.  Proposals  from  the  meeting 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  World 
Council  of  Churches  and  its 
members,  including  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  (Note:  The 
Reporter’s  coverage  of  this  con¬ 
sultation  will  continue  in  next 
week's  issue). 

Ms.  Larsen  was  among  15 
North  Americans  and  Europeans 
invited  to  participate  in  the  ecu¬ 
menical  consultation. 

Dealers  are  entrepreneurs 

Talking  with  black  Dominican 
drug  dealers  in  upper  Manhattan  is 
just  like  talking  with  any  other 
American  entrepreneur  dealing  in 
a  hot  commodity,  said  Ms.  Larsen. 


She  speaks  from  a  background  of 
working  with  human-rights  agen¬ 
cies  in  Peru  in  1980-82. 

“The  Dominicans  control  the 
distribution  of  ’crack’  cocaine 
from  mid-Manhattan  through 
Harlem,”  she  said.  “Their  drug 
‘mafias’  are  controlled  from  the 
Dominican  Republic,  which  is  a 
major  transit  port  for  cocaine 
from  Latin  America. 

“My  Street  is  called  ‘Vietnam’ 
by  taxi  drivers.  Shootouts  hap¬ 
pen  outside  my  building.  Very 
few  people  come  to  see  me.” 

The  Dominican  dealers’  main 
clients  are  residents  of  affluent 
white  communities  of  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  not  ethnic-mi¬ 
nority  people.  Ms.  Larsen  said, 
addressing  the  stereotype  com¬ 
mon  in  the  United  States. 

"In  Harlem,  blacks  can  work 
10  hours  a  day,  seven  days  a 
week,  at  minimum-wage  jobs  to 
make  perhaps  $200,”  she  said. 
"When  they  can  make  $500  a 
day  selling  drugs  provided  by  the 
Dominican  dealers,  that  becomes 
to  them  a  rational  choice.” 

UMs  study  problem 

Ms.  Larsen  is  one  of  several  re¬ 
searchers  who  have  contributed 
to  a  new  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
statistical  study  on  the  interrela¬ 
tionship  of  debt  and  drugs. 

The  study,  titled  “Intricate 
Web:  Drugs  and  the  Economic 
Crisis,”  is  to  be  a  reference  mate- 
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KINGSTON,  Jamaica — Former  United  Methodist  missionary 
Stephanie  Larsen  tells  of  drug  trafficking  in  New  York  con¬ 
trolled  from  the  Dominican  Republic.  Ms.  Larsen  was  among 
participants  at  a  recent  ecumenical  consultation  on  interna¬ 
tional  debt  and  drugs  in  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean. 


rial  in  this  summer’s  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission,  sponsored  by 
the  mission  board's  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision. 

Barbara  Weaver,  Women's  Di¬ 
vision  executive  secretary  for  de¬ 
velopment  of  education,  said 
"Intricate  Web"  is  considered  a 
starting  point  for  the  United 
Methodist  discussion  of  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  U.S.  and  global 
economic  policies  and  the  traffic 
in  drugs. 

"Most  people  are  familiar  with 
the  ethical  and  theological  ques¬ 
tions  involved  in  the  personal 
choice  of  whether  to  take  drugs,” 
Ms.  Weaver  said.  "But  far  fewer 
are  familiar  with  the  systemic  as¬ 


pects  of  drugs — the  interlinks  be¬ 
tween  the  economy  in  the  U.S. 
and  globally  and  drug  dealing.” 

“Intricate  Web”  will  be  sup¬ 
plemented  this  fall  by  a  study 
guide  intended  to  spark  discus¬ 
sion.  A  theological  study  is  also 
under  way  by  the  Economic  Task 
Force  of  the  world  missions 
agency,  Ms.  Weaver  said. 

As  a  separate  resource,  unrelat¬ 
ed  to  those  being  produced  by 
the  missions  board,  the  June  is¬ 
sue  of  "Christian  Social  Action,” 
the  magazine  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  is  devoted 
entirely  to  the  violence  of  addic¬ 
tion  and  the  politics  of  drugs. 


Hope  of  ending  2-edged  despair  unites  bishops 

Reporter  Staff  Special 


KINGSTON,  Jamaica — The 
room  was  hushed  as  Argentine 
Methodist  Bishop  Federico  Pa- 
gura  began  to  speak  of  the  com¬ 
mon  goal  that  had  brought  the 
gathering  together. 

“Hope  ...  so  small,  so  insig¬ 
nificant  and  yet  so  great,”  he 
said.  To  the  children  of  Latin 
America,  I  carry  hope  without 
knowing  where  or  how  to  take 
the  suffering  from  their  faces.  To 
hope  is  to  search  for  the  transfor¬ 
mation  of  fear. . . 

With  those  words,  Bishop  Pa- 
gura  opened  one  plenary  session 
of  the  recent  Consultation  of 
Bishops  and  Pastors  from  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean. 

The  consultation’s  theme, 
“Sowing  seeds  of  hope  after  a  de¬ 
cade  of  despair,”  focused  on  the 
two  interrelated  issues  that  have 
helped  drive  hope  from  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean:  the 
burden  of  the  regions’  $422  bil¬ 
lion  total  international  debt  and 
the  deadly  traffic  in  illicit  drugs. 

Bishop  Pagura,  president  of 
the  Conference  of  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  Churches,  and  Methodist 
Bishops  Isac  A.R.  Aco  and  Adriel 
de  Souza  Maia  of  Brazil  said 
their  churches’  ministries  and 
missions  have  been  hard  hit  by 


economic  austerity  and  the  dan¬ 
gers  their  parishioners  face  from 
drug  dealers. 

“Foreign  debt  is  paid  at  the 
price  of  health,  education,  minis¬ 
terial  salaries,  unemployment, 
frustration  and  suffering,  especial¬ 
ly  among  the  young  and  the  very 
old,”  Bishop  Pagura  said.  “Many 
times,  it’s  impossible  to  respond 
adequately  to  the  needs.” 

In  a  joint  statement,  Bishops 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— When  ethi¬ 
cal  standards  of  U.S.  senators 
splash  into  the  news,  a  senator 
who  grew  up  in  an  Alabama 
Methodist  parsonage  sits  at  the 
center  of  the  waves. 

Maybe  his  upbringing  accounts 
for  what  a  New  York  Times  writ¬ 
er  calls  a  “righteous  streak”  in 
Howell  T.  Heflin  that  “doesn’t 
bode  well”  for  lawmakers  facing 
the  Senate  Ethics  Committee 
headed  by  the  Democrat  from 
Alabama. 

In  June,  Sen.  Heflin  presided 
at  the  public  hearings  into  finan¬ 
cial  affairs  of  Sen.  Dave  Duren- 


Aco  and  de  Souza  Maia  said: 
“Our  mission  is  being  done  in  a 
context  of  impoverishment,  mis¬ 
ery  and  growing  marginalization. 
Ministry  and  mission  happen  as 
in  a  war. 

“The  Jack  of  a  sense  of  life  in 
rich  countries,  which  induces 
people  to  consume  drugs,  offers 
the  opportunity  for  poor  coun¬ 
tries  to  produce  them.” 

The  three  bishops  echoed  the 


berger  (R-Minn.)  As  a  freshman 
member  of  the  committee  in 
1981,  he  asked  his  colleagues  to 
expel  Sen.  Harrison  A.  Williams 
Jr.  (D-N.J.).  who  had  been  con¬ 
victed  of  bribery  in  the  Abscam 
investigation. 

In  the  Durenberger  hearings, 
he  began  by  saying  directly  to  the 
Minnesotan:  “If  the  evidence 
clearly  and  convincingly  leads 
me  to  the  conclusion  that  you 
have  violated  the  public  trust.  I 
will  not  hesitate  to  vote  appropri¬ 
ate  sanctions.  The  public  and 
Senate  expect  it.  The  Constitu¬ 
tion  demands  it.” 

A  lengthy  profile  in  the  Times 
credited  Sen.  Heflin  with  bring¬ 
ing  a  judicial  temperament  to  a 


call  of  the  ecumenical  consulta¬ 
tion  for  U.S.  Christians  to  begin 
working  for  change  in  the  inter¬ 
national  economic  structure, 
which  Latin  American  and  Ca¬ 
ribbean  people  contend  encour¬ 
ages  their  poverty. 

“Now  we  see  openly  the  signs  of 
death  in  the  streets  of  our  coun¬ 
tries,”  said  Bishop  Pagura.  “It 
could  become  a  contradiction  for 
you  to  send  us  missionaries  if  you 


sometimes  emotional  task. 

“If  someone  is  charged  with 
something,  then  you  ought  to  in¬ 
vestigate  and  get  to  the  bottom  of 
it.'”  he  said. 

“Basically,  you  ought  to  follow 
the  rule  of  law.  rather  than  the 
rule  of  man.  The  rule  of  man  is 
subject  to  evaluation.  The  rule  of 
law  follows  just  what  the  law 
says.” 

The  senator  was  chief  justice 
of  the  Alabama  Supreme  Court 
in  1971-77,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  Alabama  Ethics  Committee 
for  two  years  before  that.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  in  1978, 
and  re-elected  in  1984. 

His  father,  the  Rev.  Marvin  R. 
Heflin,  died  in  1 976  at  98,  after  a 


do  not  act  as  missionaries  to  your 
own  governments  and  economic 
powers.” 

Caribbean  and  Latin  American 
conferences  of  churches  sponsored 
the  consultation  with  World  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  funding. 

Results  of  the  consultation  are  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  World  Council 
for  consideration  at  its  1990  As¬ 
sembly  in  Canberra,  Australia. 


half-century  of  active  service  in 
what  now  is  the  North  Alabama 
Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  He  continued  to 
supply  churches  after  his  formal 
retirement. 

A  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tuscumbia, 
Ala.,  Sen.  Heflin  is  a  1942  gradu¬ 
ate  of  United  Methodist-related 
Birmingham  (Ala.)  Southern  Col¬ 
lege.  A  chair  in  American  gov¬ 
ernment  and  politics  at  the 
school  is  named  in  his  honor. 

His  Senate  committee  work  is 
marked  by  homespun  humor.  The 
Rev.  Ernest  Dover,  pastor  of  the 
Tuscumbia  church’,  and  others 
comment  on  the  great  number  of 
talks  he  makes  in  Alabama. 


—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Senator's  upbringing  shows  in  ethics  work 


GIFT  ANNUITY:  The  Gift 
That  Gives  Back  To  You 


If  you  are  planning  income 
sources  for  your  retirement  years, 
consider  a  GIFT  ANNUITY 
with  Holston  Home  for  Children. 


Benefits  include: 

—Excellent  rate  of  return 
—May  by-pass  capital  gain  tax 
—Partial  tax-free  income 
—Current  income  tax  savings 
Rates  of  return  for  one-life  Gift 
Annuity: 

AGE  CURRENT  RATE 

65  7.3% 

70  7.8% 

75  8.5% 

80  9.6% 

85  11.4% 

90  14.0% 


For  more  information  on  Gift  Annu¬ 
ities,  call:  1-800-628-2986, 

or  write: 


Ronald  Matthews 
Holston  Home  for  Children 
P.O.  Box  188 
Greeneville,  TN  37744 


Southern  Baptists'  divisions  elicit 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  leaders  expressed 
concern  last  week  for  “our  Southern 
Baptist  brothers  and  sisters.” 

They  also  expressed  hope  that 
theirown  denomination  might 
learn  from  recent  events  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

The  leaders  spoke  in  interviews 
with  the  Reporter  after  conserva¬ 
tive  Southern  Baptists  strengthened 
their  hold  on  the  convention  and  its 
agencies  during  the  annual  meeting 
in  New  Orleans  June  1 1-14. 

Fundamentalist  elected 

The  Rev.  Morris  Chapman,  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  fundamentalist  pastor 
from  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  was  re¬ 
soundingly  elected  president  of  the 
1 4.9-million-member  convention. 

The  convention  also  attacked  the 
moderate-leaning  intra-Baptist  lob¬ 
bying  unit  in  Washington  by  slash¬ 
ing  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  for 
Public  Affairs  budget  from  nearly 
$400,000  to  $50,000. 

Most  of  that  money  was  shifted 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion's  own  Christian  Life  Commis¬ 
sion,  a  watchdog  unit  on  pornogra¬ 


phy,  abortion  and  other  morality 
concerns. 

United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden,  whose  Louisiana 
episcopal  area  was  the  site  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  gathering,  said 
United  Methodists  can  learn  from 
the  Baptists’  experiences. 

Bishop  Oden  said,  "I  don't  think 
we  United  Methodists  can  rejoice 
in  the  polarization  and  the  struggles 
of  our  Southern  Baptist  brothers 
and  sisters. 

"They  have  a  great  heritage  and  his¬ 
tory  centered  on  religious  freedom, 
and  that  heritage  is  being  severely  chal¬ 
lenged.  The  prayers  of  all  of  us  should 
be  with  them  in  this  dilemma." 

Further,  he  said,  the  United 
Methodist  Church  can  be  a  place  of 
spiritual  solace  for  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  who  might  choose  to  leave  that 
denomination  in  search  of  a  new 
church  home. 

Bishop  Oden  said,  “I  have  had  a 
ruumber  of  Southern  Baptist  pastors 
coming  to  me — as  well  as  to  some 
other  bishops,  I  know — inquiring 
about  a  different  setting  for  their 
ministry.” 

In  recent  years,  he  said,  “well 
over  a  dozen"  have  become  minis¬ 
terial  members  of  the  Louisiana  An- 


Morris  Chapman 
...  new  president 


nual  Conference. 

Bishop  Oden  said,  “The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  some  polariz¬ 
ing  going  on  in  our  own  midst,  with 
more  conservative  elements  vying 
with  more  moderate  or  liberal  groups. 

"Unless  we  reconcile  some  of  our 
extreme  theological  diversities,  we 
may  find  ourselves  following  the 


concern  among  UMs 


route  of  recent  Southern  Baptist 
doctrinal  differences." 

The  Rev.  John  W.  White  Jr., 
president  of  the  University  Senate, 
the  affiliating  organization  for 
United  Methodist  schools  of  higher 
education,  said  United  Methodist- 
related  seminaries  would  be  open  to 
moderate  Southern  Baptists  who 
wished  to  gain  a  theological  educa¬ 
tion  outside  the  conservative  stric¬ 
tures  of  their  own  denomination. 

He  was  responding  to  reports  that 
moderate  Southern  Baptists  are 
gathering  a  capital  fund  and  consid¬ 
ering  founding  a  new.  less  conserva¬ 
tive  seminary  for  theologically 
moderate  and  liberal  teachings. 

In  that  context.  Dr.  White  said, 
"Any  Southern  Baptists  who  chose  to 
attend  a  United  Methodist  seminary 
would  find  a  welcome  and  would  get 
a  good  seminary  education  there.” 

Stumbling  blocks  for  students,  he 
said,  might  be  in  Southern  Baptists 
gaining  acceptance  of  their  non- 
Baptist  seminary  degrees  and  find¬ 
ing  sites  for  their  pastoral  ministries 
upon  graduation. 

Bishop  John  W.  Russell,  whose 
Fort  Worth  Area  includes  South¬ 
western  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary — under  fire  like  most  other 


SBC  agencies — said  he  expected  no 
change  in  relationship  between 
Southern  Baptists  and  United 
Methodists. 

But  Bishop  Russell  conceded  that 
Southern  Baptist  moderates  “might 
find  a  place  in  our  denomination  if 
they  choose  to  leave  their  own.” 

Theologically  closer 

"Certainly,"  the  bishop  said,  “we 
would  be  theologically  closer  to  the 
moderates  than  to  the  fundamental¬ 
ists,"  and  perhaps  closer  to  the 
moderates  than  they  are  to  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  conservatives. 

The  Rev,  Robert  W.  Huston, 
chief  ecumenical  officer  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  said  that 
although  there  is  a  general  distance 
between  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  "we’ve  had  some  real¬ 
ly  fine  collaborative  relationships 
with  several  Southern  Baptists.” 

Dr.  Huston,  as  chief  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns,  said. 
"It's  a  fundamental  Wesleyan  prin¬ 
ciple  that  no  one  group  can  lay  ex¬ 
clusive  claim  to  the  truth.  And  I 
believe  that." 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith - 

^connections 

DISTINCTIVE  GRAD:  James  Oliver 
Murray  was  one  of  the  most  unusual  graduates 
this  spring  at  United  Methodist-related  Claflin 
College  in  Orangeburg.  S.C.  Mr.  Murray,  who 
enrolled  in  the  historically  black  school  after 
missionary  service  in  the  Solomon  Islands  was 
interrupted  by  a  back  injury,  is  46.  He  was  one 
of  only  two  white  students  among  the  827  en¬ 
rolled  this  year  in  Claflin.  Mr.  Murray  told  an 
Orangeburg  reporter  he  never  detected  any  rac¬ 
ism  or  hostility  during  his  studies  and  “learned 
a  lot"  from  students  and  teachers  alike. 

RARE  EDITION:  A  rare  second  edi¬ 
tion  of  “The  African  Methodist  Pocket  Hymn 
Book”  published  in  1827  by  the  Rev.  Richard 
Allen,  a  founder  of  the  African  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  brought  $6,100  at  auction  in 
Philadelphia,  according  to  officials  of  the  firm 
conducting  the  sale.  Mother  Bethel  AME 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  founded  by  Mr.  Allen, 
bought  the  volume. 

EDITOR  NAMED:  The  Rev.  Mary 
Lou  Santillan  Baert  has  been  named  managing 
editor  of  “El  Aposento 
Alto,”  the  Spanish-language 
version  of  “The  Upper 
Room”  interdenominational 
devotional  guide.  The  Upper 
Room  is  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  Ms. 

Baert  has  been  assistant  pro- 
fessor  of  supervised  ministry  Mary  Lou  S.  Baert 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas.  Previ¬ 
ously  she  served  with  the  Discipleship  board’s 
evangelism  section. 

BISHOP  DIES:  Bishop  James  W.  Hen¬ 
ley,  who  retired  in  1972  as  episcopal  leader  of 
the  Florida  Area  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  died  June  7  in  Nashville  after  a  long  ill¬ 
ness.  He  was  88.  For  16  years  he  was  senior 
minister  of  West  End  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Nashville  until  he  was  elected  a  bishop  in 
1 960  and  assigned  to  Florida. 

YOUTH  '91  ANNOUNCED:  The 

University  of  Missouri  at  Columbia  has  been 
chosen  as  the  site  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church's  second  international  youth  gathering. 
Youth  ’91.  The  first  such  event.  Youth  ’88, 
drew  3,800  senior  high  youth  to  the  campus  of 
Western  Illinois  University  in  Macomb,  Ill.  The 
1991  event’s  sponsors,  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  the  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization,  expect  5,000  youths.  The  theme 
will  be  “In  Christ  We  Are  Many,  We  Are  One.” 


Mission 

By  DIANE  HUIEBALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Jill  Crabbe  had  always  wanted 
to  go  to  Africa. 

The  24-year-old  Los  Angeles 
native  confided  that  desire  to  the 
associate  pastor  at  Crenshaw 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Los 
Angeles  during  her  junior  year  at 
the  University  of  California  at 
Los  Angeles.  He  told  her  about 
the  mission  intern  program  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

That's  the  program  which 
seeks  to  enlist  United  Method¬ 
ists — usually  but  not  exclusively 
young  people — for  short-term 
volunteer  service  in  this  country 
or  overseas. 

The  program  is  based  in  New 
York.  More  information  on  it  is 
available  from  Bob  Walton, 
United  Methodist  Voluntary  Ser¬ 
vice  Program,  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York  101 15. 

What  Ms.  Crabbe  learned  suit- 


intern  extols  virtue  of  program 


ed  her  just  fine. 

"I  wanted  to  learn  about  my 
ancestry,"  Ms.  Crabbe  said.  “I 
was  majoring  in  anthropology 
and  specializing  in  ancient  Afri¬ 
can  civilizations.” 

But  she  also  learned  that  the 
intern-selection  process  wasn’t 
easy.  Ms.  Crabbe  had  to  com¬ 
plete  her  bachelor’s  degree  and 
submit  to  intensive  interviewing 
before  she  was  chosen. 

Delayed  three  months 

Her  first  assignment  was  to  be 
a  combination  teacher/coach  at 
Hartzell  High  School,  a  United 
Methodist  mission  school,  in  Old 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  across  the 
road  from  the  site  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  first  United  Methodist 
university  in  Africa. 

But  her  first  African  stop  was 
in  Kenya,  not  in  Zimbabwe.  She 
had  to  wait  three  months  in  Ke¬ 
nya  for  a  work  permit. 

Deciding  to  make  good  use  of 
her  time,  she  asked  world-fam¬ 
ous  anthropologist  Richard  Lea- 


Jill  Crabbe 
. . .  mission  intern 

key  at  the  Kenya-based  Leakey 
Institute  for  permission  to  con¬ 
duct  her  own  research  in  physical 
anthropology  while  she  waited. 

“Dr.  Leakey  said  to  me,  ‘You 
must  have  a  lot  of  courage  to 
come  here  with  just  a  couple  of 
recommendation  letters  and  say 


you  want  to  do  research,’  ”  Ms. 
Crabbe  said,  laughing. 

Ms.  Crabbe  spent  the  three 
months  working  at  her  research 
and  living  in  a  dormitory  at  the  All 
Africa  Conference  of  Churches. 

She  met  African  church  leaders 
and  heard  one  speech  she'll  never 
forget  by  Anglican  Archbishop 
Desmond  Tutu,  Nobel  Peace 
Prize  laureate  from  South  Africa. 

Finally  in  Zimbabwe,  Ms. 
Crabbe  taught  math,  coached  sports 
and  taught  a  class  titled  “General 
Paper,”  a  world-affairs  course. 

She  said  she  began  to  see  that 
as  she  worked  with  the  students, 
God  was  working  changes  in  her. 

"I  changed  from  a  very  indi¬ 
vidualistic,  selfish  person  to  a  be- 
ginning  concept  of  what 
selflessness  is  all  about,”  Ms. 
Crabbe  said.  “When  there  were 
not  enough  books  to  go  around 
to  all  the  students  or  no  books  at 
all,  my  being  able  to  put  out  the 
extra  effort,  the  extra  time,  so 
they  could  learn  was  a  beginning. 

"I  learned  to  surrender  my  will 


to  God’s — which  is  very  difficult 
for  me  to  do." 

In  the  United  States,  she  said, 
the  "rugged  individual"  is  valued 
over  the  community.  In  Africa 
she  said  she  learned  the  value  of 
the  community  to  survive. 

'We  share' 

“A  community  is  made  up  of 
those  who  are  committed  to 
struggle,  share,  protect  and  love 
each  other,"  she  said.  "Regard¬ 
less  of  whether  a  person  is  rich  or 
poor,  we  share." 

Ms.  Crabbe  is  back  in  the 
United  States  serving  her  final 
intern  year  in  the  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation  at  UCLA.  She  exposes  Af¬ 
rican-American  students  to  their 
culture  and  history  and  works 
with  African  students. 

In  June  1991  she  is  to  enter  the 
UCLA  doctoral  program  in  phys¬ 
ical  anthropology. 

“My  ultimate  goal,”  she  said, 
"is  to  spend  more  time  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe.  That  is  where  my  home  is, 
my  family.” 


War  on  illiteracy  enlists  many 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— In  Columbus, 
Ohio,  a  United  Methodist  wom¬ 
an  has  developed  a  program  for 
teaching  adults  to  read  through 
newspapers.  The  program’s  being 
used  in  30  states. 

At  United  Methodist-related  Ta¬ 
coma  (Wash.)  Community  House, 
specific  needs-based  goals  are  set 
for  people  who  “have  failed  tradi¬ 
tional  schools  and  methods,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  Debbie  Reck,  manager 
of  the  Adult  Literacy  Project  there. 

"If  you  return  to  those  methods 
and  that  kind  of  environment,  you 
lose  people,”  she  claims. 

And  at  Moore  Community 
House  in  Biloxi,  Miss.,  the  litera¬ 
cy  program’s  focus  is  on  neigh¬ 
borhood-based  relationships  and 
needs. 

Very  important  tool 

"Literacy  is  a  very  important 


tool  for  people’s  empowerment,” 
explained  Carol  Burnett,  execu¬ 
tive  director. 

Whatever  the  approach.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  are  among  those 
committed  to  improving  the 
worldwide  literacy  rate. 

While  that  rate  rose  between 
1950  and  1985  from  55.7  percent 
to  72.3  percent  of  the  population, 
it  is  estimated  that  1  billion  peo¬ 
ple  still  will  not  be  able  to  read 
and  write  by  the  year  2000. 

Last  fall,  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  voted 
to  observe  1990  as  the  United 
Nations  International  Year  of 
Literacy.  The  10-year  U.N.  ac¬ 
tion  plan  is  aimed  at  bringing  all 
people  to  full  literacy  by  2000. 

The  board  adopted  the  Right 
to  Learn  declaration  of  UNES¬ 
CO  (United  Nations  Education¬ 
al,  Scientific  and  Cultural 
Organization): 

"The  Right  to  Learn  is  a  funda¬ 


mental  human  right  whose  legiti¬ 
macy  is  universal;  the  right  to 
learn  cannot  be  confined  to  one 
sector  of  humanity;  it  must  not  be 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  men,  or 
of  the  industrialised  countries,  or 
the  wealth  classes,  or  those  young 
people  fortunate  enough  to  receive 
schooling. " 

Churches  have  long  been  in¬ 
volved  in  literacy-related  work. 
A  recent  survey  of  100  programs 
conducted  by  the  Churches  and 
Literacy  Project  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  (NCC) 
showed  that: 

■  Two-thirds  of  the  programs 
surveyed  were  started  by 
churches  or  persons  identified  as 
church  people; 

■  89  used  church  space;  82 
had  church-recruited  volunteer 
tutors; 

■  58  received  church  help  in 


United  Methodists 


recruiting  students;  52  received 
some  sort  of  church  funding; 

■  1 1  churches  ran  the  literacy 
program  themselves. 

The  survey  also  found  that  lit¬ 
eracy  program  directors  wanted 
more  regular  funding,  more  re¬ 
cruitment  and  more  promotion 
and  publicity  assistance  from 
churches. 

Church  help  essential 

Janet  Fenholt  does  not  think  she 
could  have  started  her  “Ready  to 
Read”  literacy  program  without 
the  help  of  her  church,  North 
Broadway  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

The  “Columbus  Dispatch”  em¬ 
ployee  uses  the  daily  newspaper  as 
a  tool,  teaching  reading  and  writing 
along  with  survival  skills. 

"Instead  of  teaching  words  like 
baby,  ball  and  cat,  we  are  teach¬ 
ing  words  like  store,  coupon  and 
job,”  she  explained. 


The  program  has  been  success¬ 
ful  with  the  hardest-to-reach 
non-readers — welfare  recipients, 
the  homeless  and  prison  inmates. 

“We  have  claimed  it  will  take 
people  from  zero  to  fourth-grade 
level,  but  we  are  finding  better 
than  that,”  Ms.  Fenholt  said. 

The  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries'  Task  Force  on  Literacy  is 
monitoring  literacy-related  ef¬ 
forts  of  its  divisions  and  depart¬ 
ments  and  dispersing  $35,000 
this  year  from  the  Women's  and 
World  divisions  to  various  proj¬ 
ects.  That  follows  a  long  tradi¬ 
tion  of  the  board  to  support 
literacy  projects  around  the 
world. 

Literacy  efforts  of  the  board’s 
National  Division  often  are  car¬ 
ried  out  ecumenically,  through 
the  NCC’s  Working  Group  on 
Adult  Literacy.  Some  National 
Division-related  institutions 
have  started  their  own  projects. 


EYE  ON  GOVERNMENT:  United 

Methodist  ethnic  minority  youth  and  young 
adults  from  13  states  and  Puerto  Rico  have 
been  selected  to  spend  June  and  July  getting  a 
firsthand  look  at  how  their  government  func¬ 
tions.  The  17  individuals  will  work  in  congres¬ 
sional  offices  and  attend  church-sponsored 
seminars  on  topics  such  as  the  environment  and 
the  United  Nations.  The  annual  program  is 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  in  Washington.  At 
the  end  of  their  internships,  the  youth  and 
young  adults  will  be  expected  to  provide  leader¬ 
ship  on  public-policy  issues  in  the  regions  from 
which  they  come,  according  to  Manuel  Esparte- 
ro.  Church  and  Society  staff  executive  who  di¬ 
rects  the  program. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Object:  Better  family  ministries 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Teams  of 
United  Methodists  will  be 
working  with  black  congrega¬ 
tions  to  help  them  provide 
more  effective  ministries  for 
families. 

They  will  be  part  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches’ 
(NCC)  Black  Family  Ministry 
Project,  which  has  received  a 
$  100,300  grant  from  the  Lilly 
Endowment.  Eight  denomina¬ 
tions  are  participating. 

The  project  team's  United 
Methodist  representative  is 


Marilyn  Magee,  an  assistant 
general  secretary  with  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

The  United  Methodist 
Church  has  about  360,000 
black  members  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico  and 
more  than  2,500  predominantly 
black  local  congregations. 

Ms.  Magee  will  be  alerting 
those  congregations  about  the 
Black  Family  Ministry  Project 
and  identifying  persons  to  serve 
on  the  teams.  The  NCC  covers 
funding  for  one  team  and  she 
said  she  hopes  to  find  support 


for  more. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Edgar 
Mack,  project  chairman,  the 
project  will  focus  on  the 
church’s  central  role  in  the 
black  community  and  how  it 
can  counter  the  forces  of  rac¬ 
ism,  poverty  and  oppression. 

Ms.  Magee  said  the  project  is 
a  “good  opportunity”  for  the 
denomination  to  expand  its  ef¬ 
forts  in  family  ministries. 

Ms.  Magee  said  she  hopes  the 
project  will  foster  “a  grass¬ 
roots  movement  of  helping  con¬ 
gregations”  to  enrich  and  en¬ 
hance  the  quality  of  family  life. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
S10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to  your  copy  for 
contact  information.  Cash  must  accompany  order  ex¬ 
cept  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 
and  Leisure  Ministries.  Ministry  to  youth  and  coordi¬ 
nation  of  recreational  activities.  Large  growing  con¬ 
gregation.  Send  resume  to:  Jennie  Weeks,  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church.  4614  Brownsboro  Road, 
Louisville,  KY  40207. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  EPWORTH  Village 
United  Methodist  Retirement  Home,  Hialeah,  Flori¬ 
da.  290  Unit  ACLF  plus  120  bed  skilled-care  nursing 
unit  seeks  licensed,  experienced,  CEO  with  graduate 
degree  in  health  administration  or  geriatrics.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  William  S.  Barnes,  400  Biscavne  Boule¬ 
vard.  Miami,  FL  33132.  (305)  371-4706. 

FOR  SALE  USED  66  PASSENGER  BUS.  All  seats 
have  belts,  rebuilt  engine,  good  tires,  overall  condi¬ 
tion  is  excellent.  Contact:  River  Hills  Community 
Church,  104  Hamilton’s  Feny  Rd.,  Lake  Wylie,  SC 
29710  or  call  (803)  831-161 5. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies 

1800-MEMBER  MULTI-STAFF  CHURCH  seeking 
Christian  Education  Director.  Full-time  position  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  total  adult  and  youth  education  pro¬ 
gram.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Port  Charlotte 
United  Methodist  Church,  21075  Quesada  Avenue, 
Port  Charlotte,  FL  33952.  Phone  Rev.  Wayne  John¬ 
son  or  Karen  Wenck  at  (813)  62M356. 

furnished  efficiencies  $165  week,  $525  four  weeks, 
Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Cal¬ 
houn,  Drawer  1 1 38.  Waynesville.  NC  28786.  (704) 
627-6067,  627-9507. 

WANTED:  SUMMER.  TEXAS  PANHANDLE 
Travelers  to  share  worship  with  dynamic  congrega- 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries. 
2200-member  church.  Responsible  for  total  program 
development  and  implementation.  Building  plans  for 
new  activity  center  will  provide  facilities  for  an  ex¬ 
panding  youth  program.  Lay  or  ordained  person  ac¬ 
ceptable.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience. 
Benefits  available.  Resume:  Dr.  Richard  Yost,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  1 10  E  New  Haven  Ave., 
Melbourne,  FL  32901-4596. 

Sundavs,  10:55  AM  and  6:00  PM.  Blue  jeans  wel¬ 
come!  (806)  935-3108. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Fust 
United  Methodist  Church,  Normal,  IL  1,900-mem¬ 
ber  growing  multi-staff  church  near  state  university 
campus  in  twin  city  community  of  100,000.  Respon¬ 
sible  for  total  education  program — children,  youth, 
and  adult.  M.C.E  or  equivalent  and  related  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Send  resume  to:  Duane  Yockey,  SPR 
Chair.  21 1  N.  School.  Normal  IL  61761.  (EO.E) 

CENTRAL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  in 
Decatur,  Alabama  is  seeking  a  Director  of  Christian 
Education  with  emphasis  on  children,  adult  and  fam¬ 
ily  ministries.  Salary  is  dependent  upon  applicant's 
education,  skills,  and  experience.  Address  inquiries 
and  resumes  to:  Central  United  Methodist  Church, 
616  Jackson  St.,  SE  Decatur,  AL  35601.  Telephone: 
(205)  353-6941. 

WANTED:  AIR  CONDITION  INSTALLERS  and 
Technicians  for  Houston  area.  Experience  is  a  must. 
Own  truck  and  tools.  (713)  455-8388. 

THE  MISSISSIPPI  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  is 
seeking  a  Treasurer/Director  of  Fiscal  Affairs.  The 
applicant  must  have  an  accounting  degree  or  the 
equivalent  and  five  years  experience  in  public  or  pri¬ 
vate  accounting —  preferably  a  United  Methodist 
The  salary  is  negotiable.  Apply.  Director  Fiscal  Af¬ 
fairs  Search  Committee,  Mississippi  Area  Bishop's 
Office,  P.O.  Box  931,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0931. 
Deadline  for  receiving  applications  is  July  1 5, 1 990. 

THE  YELLOWSTONE  CONFERENCE  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  taking  applications  for 
the  position  of  a  Council  Director  with  a  portfolio  in 
youth  and  camping.  Job  descriptions,  applications 
and  benefits  can  be  obtained  from  Dennis  Reese, 
Box  605,  Superior.  MT  59872.  The  deadline  for  in¬ 
quiries  is  July  1,  1990. 

FOR  SALE  CHARMING  3  BEDROOM,  l'/i  bath, 
furnished  Victorian  cottage,  Methodist  Campground. 

Des  Plaines,  IL  60016.  Six  months  summer  family 
living:  Bible  school,  playgrounds,  swimming,  tennis. 
Electric  heating,  cooling,  refrigerator,  stove,  washer, 
dryer.  Si 4,000.  Hofmann  (708)  298-1436  or  (708) 
297-2896. 

"BEING  TRANSFORMED  INTO  CHRISTS  Like- 
ness”  Disciplined  Order  of  Chnst  45th  Anniversary 
National  Retreat  August  1-5,  1990,  with  Dr.  Susan 
Muto.  Pittsburgh  and  other  sensitive,  caring  leaders 
at  beautiful  Radford  University,  Virginia.  Share  an 

grow  in  the  mind  and  the  spirit  of  Christ  Contact  the 
DOC,  Box  23617,  Nashville.  TN  37202.  Call:  (615) 
340-7228. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  PART-TIME.  POSSIBLY 
full-time,  1500  congregation,  responsible:  adult, 
youth,  children’s,  bell  choirs.  Resume:  SPRC,  St. 
John's  UMC,  14th  &  Brady,  Davenport,  LA  52803. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRY.  Full¬ 
time  staff  position  in  4300-member  growing  church. 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church,  Memphis,  Tennes¬ 
see.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Earl  A 
Johnston,  Executive  Minister,  4488  Poplar  Avenue, 
Memphis.  TN  38117.  1 

KIRKWOOD  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  of 
suburban  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  1500+  members,  is 
seeking  a  certified  and  experienced  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  with  emphasis  on  youth  and  children. 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  201  West  Adams,  St. 
Louis.  MO  63122,  Attn:  Phyllis  Buck. 

Education.  Experience  and/or  training  preferred. 
Send  resume  by  June  30:  First  UMC,  PPRC.  Box 
151,  Kennett,  MO  63857. 

BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS!  New  and 
used —  Champion.  Call:  American  TransCoach  to¬ 
day.  (817)  458-4844. 

Cluttered  tower  becomes 
prayer  chapel  for  youths 


By  CATHY  FARMER 

Broken  lawn  chairs,  old  paint 
buckets  and  assorted  litter  choked 
the  “upper  room”  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Covington, 
Tenn.,  27  years  ago. 

Today  the  space  is  a  beautiful  lit¬ 
tle  room  tucked  high  in  the  eaves  of 
the  old  church.  It’s  a  prayer  chapel 
for  the  church’s  youths. 

Stained  glass  windows  allow  mul¬ 
ticolored  light  to  play  gently  on  the 
large  picture  of  Jesus  over  the  altar. 
Heavily  waxed  pews  sit  quietly, 
waiting  for  the  children  of  the 
church  who  come  regularly  to  pray. 

“In  1963,  some  of  the  senior  high 
youth,  Mrs.  Ivy  Karney  and  I  felt  a 
great  need  for  a  prayer  room  in  our 
church.”  said  Clara  Jane  Phelps  as 
she  climbed  the  winding  stairs  to 
the  little  room. 

“This  room  seemed  just  right — 
except  for  the  junk,  the  stopped-up 
fireplace,  and  the  layers  and  layers 
of  wallpaper.  But  the  kids  were  will¬ 
ing  to  work  and  clean  it  up.” 

After  several  weeks  of  heavy  la¬ 
bor,  the  room  was  ready.  Since 
then,  Covington  First  UMC’s 
youths  have  met  there  every  week 
to  pray. 

“We  meet  on  Thursday  after¬ 
noons  for  30  minutes,”  said  Mrs. 
Phelps.  “The  kids  come  after 
school.  It  used  to  be  our  high  school 
kids,  but  this  year  we’re  having  a 
group  of  5th  through  8th  graders.” 


'We  usually  spend 
about  25  minutes  talking 
about  people  or 
situations  we  want  to 
pray  for — and  the  rule  is 
that  we  don't  have  to 
explain  why  the  request 
is  being  made  and  that 
no  one  gossips  about 
what  they  hear.' 

— Clara  Jane  Phelps 

Mrs.  Euclps  pniicu  up  a  small 
notebook  from  the  altar. 

“Everyone  writes  down  the 
prayer  requests  the  others  make,” 
she  explained.  “Writing  the  re¬ 
quests  down  helps  them  to  remem¬ 
ber.  We  usually  spend  about  25 
minutes  talking  about  people  or  sit¬ 
uations  we  want  to  pray  for— and 
the  rule  is  that  we  don’t  have  to  ex¬ 
plain  why  the  request  is  being  made 
and  that  no  one  gossips  about  what 
they  hear.” 

She  added  that  the  youths  come 
to  pray  because  they  want  to  come. 
No  one  makes  them  attend. 

“They  learn  to  pray  by  doing  it,” 
said  Mrs.  Phelps. 

Ms.  Farmer  is  editor  of  the  Mem¬ 
phis  conference  edition  of  the  Re¬ 
porter,  from  which  this  story  is 
taken. 


The  NRSV  Is  Here... 


And  Cokesbury's  Got  It! 


Now  available  is  a  vital,  exciting  translation 
of  the  Bible:  the  I\eic  Revised  Standard 
Version . 

In  the  NRSV  you  will  find  greater  accuracy, 
more  intelligible  English,  improved  clarity, 
more  natural  English,  use  of  common 
gender  words  as  intended  in  the  ancient 
manuscripts,  improved  clarity  for  oral 
readings,  better  euphony,  and  a  broad 
representation  of  excellent  scholarship. 
Cokesbury  NRSV  Bibles  OfTcr  You: 

•  High  quality 

•  Low  price 

•  A  variety  of  editions 

•  Exclusive  Cokeshury  study  helps.  Only 
Cokesbury  offers  a  32-pagc  section  of  Bible 
helps  and  features  which  have  been  written 
specifically  for  the  theological  emphases  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 

•  A  great  assortment  of  usable,  practical 
features. 


At  Cokesbury.  many  attractive  editions  of  the  NRSV  are  now  available: 

Gift  and  Award  Editions,  Pew  Edition.  Large  Print  Edition,  and  Lectern 
Edition — in  assorted  bindings  and  colors. 

Cokesbury  NRSV  Classroom  Edition  llible:  Paperback  is  the  lowest  priced 
NRSV  Bible  available  and  is  the  perfect  edition  for  use  in  church  school. 
Bible  study,  and  fellowship  classes.  Paperhound  with  full-color  cover. 

5  ■*/„,"  x  7  V,".  COB 

Regular  price,  $6.95;  6  or  more.  each.  $5.95. 

Special  price  through  July  /.  1990: 

NB0-269910.  Each.  $5.95;  6  or  more,  each.  $4.95 
Features: 

•  Clear,  readable.  8.5-point  type 

•  In-text  subheadings  and  reference  system 

•  “Fan-Tab”  self-indexing  system 

•  Simplified  self-pronunciation  system 

•  Additional  Bilde  study  helps 

•  In-text  line  maps  and  section  introductions 

•  32-page  revised  dictionary/eoncordanee 
•  32-page  exclusive  Cokesbury  Bible  helps 

To  ret  pie  st  a  free  copy  of  the  complete  Cokesbury 
MRS  V  Catalog:  (277420) 

CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
ORDER  FROM  YOUR  COKESBURY  SERVICE 
CENTER 

201  Eighth  Avenue  South  •  P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville.  TN  37202-0801 

1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010-2103 
OR  ORDER  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1  789 
Use  your  Cokesbury  account.  American  Express. 
Visa.  Discover,  or  MasterCard. 
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Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Anti-Defamation  League  rapped 

'Letter  defamed  Young  Life/  Christian  high  school  group  asserts 


By  TOM  MORTON 

Religious  News  Service 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Colo.— 
Young  Life,  an  evangelical  organi¬ 
zation  headquartered  in  Colorado 
Springs,  says  it  has  been  defamed 
by  the  Anti-Defamation  League  of 
B’nai  B'rith. 

The  charge  is  based  on  a  recent 
undated  letter  the  New  York-based 
Jewish  organization  mailed  to 
200.000  people  seeking  help  for  the 
league’s  efforts  to  resist  anti-Semitic 
and  racist  gangs  and  "fundamental¬ 
ists"  who  "promote  and  impose 
their  brand  of  religion”  on  high 
school  students. 

"With  detailed  legal  memos  from 
our  Law  Department,  ADL  has 
been  able  to  counter  the  claims  of 
'Young  Life,'  a  Christian  outreach 
program  which  targets  high  school 
students,  that  they  had  the  legal 
right  to  enter  and  proselytize  in  the 
Colorado  rmhlir  schools  "  said  the 


letter,  signed  by  ADL  director 
Abraham  Foxman. 

Only  Christian  group 

Young  Life  was  the  only  Chris¬ 
tian  group  named  in  the  mailing. 

The  mailing  went  on  to  say  that 
"ADL  is  on  the  front  lines  in  the 
difficult,  sometimes  dangerous 
struggle  against  bigotry,  organized 
hate  groups,  anti-democratic  ex¬ 
tremists  and  anti-Semitic  violence 
and  discrimination.” 

The  juxtaposition  of  Young  Life 
with  extremists  and  members  of 
hate  groups  shocked  Doug  Burleigh, 
president  of  the  evangelical  group. 
He  wrote  to  Mr.  Foxman  saying 
that  the  ADL  mailing  misrepresent¬ 
ed  his  organization. 

“It  is  Young  Life's  position  that  if 
a  school  chooses  to  open  its  doors 
to  outsiders.  Young  Life  is  entitled 
to  be  treated  with  equality,”  Mr. 
Burleigh  wrote. 

“In  such  a  circumstance,  we  be¬ 


lieve  the  First  Amendment  requires 
that  government  neither  support 
nor  oppose  religious  activity." 

Mr.  Burleigh  asked  Mr.  Foxman 
to  issue  another  letter  disclaiming 
the  comments  made  about  Young 
Life  in  the  mailing.  But  in  a  re¬ 
sponse  dated  June  1,  Mr.  Foxman 
maintained  that  ADL  didn’t  mis¬ 
represent  Young  Life. 

Delegitimizing  effect 

"While  the  threat  that  extremists 
and  organized  hate  groups  such  as 
skinheads  pose  for  Jews  is  signifi¬ 
cantly  different  and  perhaps  should 
not  have  been  addressed  in  the 
same  letter,  it  is  our  view  that 
Christian  groups  who  proselytize  to 
Jewish  students  have  the  effect  of 
delegitimizing  Judaism  and  the 
place  of  Jews  in  American  life  and 
are  therefore  a  legitimate  cause  of 
concern,"  Mr.  Foxman  wrote. 

Despite  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court’s 
June  4  ruling  upholding  the  Equal 


Access  Act,  ADL  still  hasn’t 
changed  its  position  on  the  matter. 

Alan  Schwartz,  ADL’s  research 
director,  said  in  a  telephone  inter¬ 
view  June  8,  "We  expressed  a  cer¬ 
tain  disappointment  at  the  ruling, 
although  I  don’t  think  that  changes 
our  position,  although  we  have  to 
accept  the  Supreme  Court’s  view.” 

Ironically,  Mr.  Burleigh  said, 
Young  Life  wanted  to  extend  a 
hand  of  friendship  to  ADL  in  the 
spring  of  1989,  when  Young  Life’s 
former  president.  Robert  Mitchell, 
and  its  attorney,  James  Flynn,  visit¬ 
ed  ADL’s  Denver  office  and  gave 
workers  there  a  copy  of  Young 
Life's  Campus  Access  manual  de¬ 
tailing  its  policies. 

"Here's  a  group  whose  sole  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  oppose  defamation,  and 
then  they  turn  around  and  print 
something  that’s  very  defaming,” 
Mr.  Burleigh  said. 


New  Faith  Singers  want  to  perform  outside  prison 


By  RAY  WADDLE 

Religious  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Members  of  a 
musical  group  here  called  the  New 
Faith  Singers  have  recorded  four 
songs  and  are  trying  to  get  concert 
dates,  but  they  face  an  unusual  ob¬ 
stacle  in  trying  to  reach  this  goal — 
they  are  all  lifers  at  the  Tennessee 
State  Prison. 

The  Rev.  Moses  Dillard,  the  pastor 
and  songwriter  who  organized  the 
group  in  1987,  is  planning  to  petition 


Gov.  Ned  McN^herter  to  arrange  for 
the  dozen  members  of  the  group  to  be 
transferred  to  the  minimum-security 
Nashville  Community  Service  Center 
so  they  can  perform  at  churches, 
schools  and  civic  organizations. 

Way  out  of  'no  way' 

“I’ve  had  to  figure  a  way  out  of 
no  way  before  with  these  guys,” 
said  Mr.  Dillard,  a  National  Baptist 
minister  who  is  associate  pastor  of 
Edgehill  United  Methodist  Church. 

He  said  he  thinks  “the  state  is 


somewhat  hypocritical  to  say  it  be¬ 
lieves  in  rehabilitation  and  then 
doesn’t  offer  cooperation  on  this.” 

New  Faith  has  been  incorporated 
into  a  non-profit  ministry  so  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  its  music  go  to  families 
victimized  by  crimes  committed 
years  ago  by  the  singers. 

Before  the  group  recorded  its  four 
songs  in  May,  the  State  Department 
of  Corrections  had  refused  to  allow 
the  inmates  to  leave  the  prison  to 
record  on  Music  Row.  So,  Music 
Row  came  to  them. 


'Ambassadors'  represent  black  colleges 

Students  traveling  to  United  Methodist  churches  this  summer  to  promote  the  denomination's  Black 
College  Fund  are,  seated  from  left,  Jothany  King,  Dillard  University;  Adrienne  McMichael,  Claflin  Col¬ 
lege;  Tanya  Hollis,  Bethune-Cookman  College,  and  Dina  Nero,  Rust  College.  Standing,  same  order,  are 
Christopher  Jones,  Dillard;  Mark  Oden,  Rust;  Walter  Lundy,  Bethune-Cookman;  Anthony  Waymyers, 
Claflin,  and  Moses  Johnson,  Bethune-Cookman. 


Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Dillard 
and  collaborator-producer  Jesse 
Boyce,  sound  engineers  built  a  tem¬ 
porary  studio  at  the  prison  chapel. 

A  couple  of  professional  studio 
musicians  shuttled  to  the  prison 
daily  for  a  week  to  do  the  taping. 

One  member  was  released 

Ira  Williams,  38,  the  only  mem¬ 
ber  of  New  Faith  Singers  who  has 
Finished  his  prison  sentence,  went 
.to  the  prison  to  do  the  recording. 
He  is  a  staffer  at  a  cemetery  and 
was  released  in  March  after  serving 
1 7  years  on  a  murder  conviction. 

“They've  never  witnessed  any¬ 
thing  like  this  on  Music  Row,”  Mr. 
•Williams  said.  “It’s  performed  by 
people  who’ve  been  in  the  storm 
..and  been  down  so  low  that  only 
God  can  bring  them  up.” 

The  group’s  songs  testify  to 
Fhemesof  reconciliation  and  hope. 

“The  message  is  there’s  hope  in 
your  faith,  and  there  are  guys  in  this 
prison — and  their  families  on  the 
outside,  as  W61f  as  anyone  else  on 
the  street — who  need  to  hear  that,” 
said  New  Faith  member  Malika 
Haki,  40,  who  has  served  18  years 
for  aggravated  assault  and  is  not  up 
for  parole  until  2031 . 

Other  singers  on  the  recordings 
are  Charles  Ewing  and  Dennis  Mc¬ 
Millan.  Seven  other  members  of  the 
group  play  instruments  or  provide 
other  support. 

Mr.  Dillard  said  his  experience 
and  that  of  the  members  of  New 
Faith  Singers  illustrates  that  “God  is 
still  in  the  recycling  process.  We've 
all  been  given  a  second  chance.  In¬ 
mates  are  not  exempt  from  that.  As 
long  as  these  guys  are  in  prison,  I  feel 
I'm  in  prison,  too.  When  they’re  not 
reformed,  I  can't  be  at  ease.” 


Dear  Deborah-  - 

Flow  can  I  get  my  mother  to  see  I  need  her ;  too ? 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  1 7  and  I  have  a  brother  who 
is  12.  He  has  been  ill  since  he  was 
small,  and  my  mother  gives  him  all 
her  time  and  attention. 

Two  years  ago  my  Dad  got  a  di¬ 
vorce  because  she  had  no  time  for 
him. 

I  need  her  to  listen  to  me  some¬ 
times,  too.  But  she  says  I  am  the 
man  of  the  family  now. 

I  could  go  live  with  my  Dad  but  I 
don't  want  to  divorce  my  Mom. 
How  can  I  get  her  to  see  I  need  her 
too? 

Dan 

Dear  Dan: 

It  sounds  as  if  your  mother  has 
been  w  rapped  up  in  your  brother  for 
a  long  time. 


You  might  ask  your  pastor  to  talk 
with  her,  but  if  your  Dad  could  not 
get  her  to  change,  you  might  not  be 
able  to.  either. 

One  thing  all  people  need  to  do  as 
we  grow  into  adulthood  is  to  learn  to 
know  what  we  need  and  find  healthy 
ways  to  get  our  needs  met. 

All  of  us  need  to  know  that  some¬ 
one  cares  about  us  and  need  people 
who  will  take  the  time  to  listen  and 
talk  with  us.  If  your  mother  cannot 
do  that,  perhaps  you  can  find  other 
adults  who  can — a  special  teacher  at 
church  or  school,  your  pastor,  or  a 
coach,  for  example. 

You  might  say  to  one  of  them  that 
you  need  to  talk  over  something  or 
that  you  don  7  want  them  to  tell  you 
what  to  do  but  just  to  listen  and  help 


you  see  what  your  options  are. 

In  this  way  you  assume  responsi¬ 
bility  for  knowing  that  you  need  to 
talk  it  over  but  also  keep  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  making  the  big  and  small  de¬ 
cisions  in  your  life.  At  the  same  time 
you  get  the  benefit  of  the  perspective 
of  others. 

You  might  Jind  that  some  of  these 
conversations  will  lead  to  special  re¬ 
lationships  over  time. 

There  are  things  you  can  do  your¬ 
self  also.  II  hen  no  one  listens  to  us  it 
is  too  easy  to  believe  we  don't  de¬ 
serve  it  and  then  we  may  get  into  the 
habit  of  not  listening  to  ourselves. 

Over  the  years  many  Christians 
have  found  that  journaling  is  a  help¬ 
ful  way  to  keep  in  touch  with  oneself 
and  get  to  know  more  clearly  what 


we  really  need. 

You  can  also  pray  for  your  Mom 
and  brother  as  they  have  a  tough 
time,  too. 

I'm  sure  you  know  that  going  to 
church  and  maintaining  a  regidar 
Bible  and  prayer  time  are  real  helps, 
also. 

You  face  a  lough  situation  but  you 
can  take  charge  of  your  life  more 
and  more.  God  bless  you  in  the  days 
and  years  to  come. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah ,  PERSONAL/'  P.O.  Box 
660275 ,  Dallas ,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns 


Exuberant  song  of  praise  calls  on  the  angels 


Holy  God.  we  praise  thy  name: 

Lord  of  all,  we  bow  before  thee: 

All  on  earth  thy  scepter  claim; 

All  in  heaven  above  adore  thee. 
Infinite  thy  vast  domain; 

Everlasting  is  thy  reign. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

This  German  hymn,  a  versifica¬ 
tion  of  the  “Te  Deum  laudamus,” 
(We  praise  thee,  O  God),  an  early 
Christian  hymn,  is  attributed  to  Ig- 
naz  Franz. 

At  the  request  of  the  Austrian 


empress,  Maria  Theresa,  the  hymn 
was  included  in  a  Catholic  hymnal 
published  in  Vienna  in  1744. 

The  English  translation  by  Clar¬ 
ence  A.  Walworth  appeared  in  a 
Catholic  hymnal  published  in  Dub¬ 
lin,  Ireland,  in  1858,  and  provides 
us  with  an  exuberant  song  of  praise 
to  God  the  Father,  God  the  Son, 
and  God  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Mr.  Walworth  calls  on  the  angels, 
cherubim,  seraphim,  apostolic 
train,  prophets,  and  martyrs  to 
share  in  unmeasured  praise  of  the 


Diety. 

In  contrast,  some  other  hymns, 
such  as  Francis  of  Assisi's  “All  crea¬ 
tures  of  our  God  and  King,”  call  on 
all  elements  of  nature — sun,  moon, 
stars,  wind,  water,  and  fire — to 
praise  God. 

Three  stanzas  by  F.  Bland  Tucker 
were  added  to  Mr.  Walworth's 
hymn  in  the  Episcopal  Hymnal 
1982,  and  were  included  in  The 
United  Methodist  Hymnal  (1989). 

Mr.  Walworth’s  four  stanzas  are 
addressed  to  the  persons  of  the 


Trinity;  Tucker’s  stanzas  are  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Christ  who  brings  deliv¬ 
erance,  who  takes  the  sting  from 
death  and  who  will  be  our  judge. 

The  musical  setting  for  the  hymn, 
called  Grosser  Gotl  (Great  God),  is 
an  anonymous  German  tune  that 
appeared  with  the  German  text  in 
the  Vienna  collection  of  1744.  It  is 
an  appropriate  setting  for  a  hymn  of 
adoration  and  praise. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"When  peace  like  a  river 
attendeth  my  way" 


This  smalt  white  Methodist  church,  Fern  Chapel,  has  stood 
near  Perry,  Mo.,  for  more  than  100  years.  The  poet's  father  is 
buried  in  the  church  cemetery,  and  her  paternal  grandparents 
were  married  there. 

THE  LITTLE  WHITE  CHURCH 

I  stopped  there  one  evening  as  daylight  grew  dim 
And  heard,  like  an  echo,  the  strains  of  a  hymn 
So  I  walked  up  the  pathway,  pushed  open  the  door 
Of  the  church  where  the  people  don’t  go  anymore. 

And  there  in  the  silence.  I  stood  quite  alone 
But  yet  seemed  surrounded  by  all  those  long  gone 
Who  had  gathered  together  there  all  through  the  years 
To  worship  and  share  both  their  joys  and  their  tears. 

From  the  dusty  old  pulpit  the  preacher  I  heard 
As  he  read  from  the  Bible  of  God’s  Holy  Word 
Then  he  lifted  his  voice  in  a  fervent  oration 
Exhorting  the  people  of  his  congregation. 

But  ’twas  all  but  a  fancy  of  yesterdays  past 
The  years  are  so  fleeting;  just  the  memories  last. 

So  then,  touched  with  sadness,  I  re-latched  the  door 
Of  the  church  where  the  people  don’t  go  anymore. 

But  my  spirit's  uplifted  each  time  I  pass  by 
To  see  it  still  standing  beneath  the  broad  sky 
A  symbol  of  faith,  hope,  peace,  and  God’s  love 
With  its  spire  reaching  upward  toward  Heaven  above. 

—BARBARA  W.  WEBER 


Review-  — 

Author  argues  effectively: 
Pay  attention  to  others 


"Faithcare:  Ministering  to  All  God's 
People  Through  the  Ages  of  Life" 
by  Daniel  O.  Aleshire.  The  West¬ 
minster  Press,  Philadelphia,  1988. 
179  pages.  $12.95,  paperback. 

By  BARBARA  WENDLAND 

“Faithcare”  is  about  paying  at¬ 
tention  to  people. 

Daniel  O.  Aleshire,  a  Southern 
Baptist  professor  of  psychology  and 
Christian  education,  believes  that 
paying  attention  is  a  crucial  func¬ 
tion  of  the  church,  and  his  book 
tells  Christians  how  to  pay  atten¬ 
tion  more  effectively. 

“Faithcare”  presents  the  art  of 
ministry  in  a  nutshell. 

In  the  first  half  of  his  book  Ale¬ 
shire  writes  about  the  ways  people 
of  faith  learn  and  grow. 

He  observes  that  “people  often 
express  their  needs  indirectly  and 
sometimes  not  at  all.  . . .  They  do 
not  always  even  know  their  needs.” 

Ministering  to  them,  therefore, 
“involves  looking  at  people  and  see¬ 
ing  them  for  who  they  are  and  how 
life  has  touched  them.” 

And  because  the  clues  people  give 
about  themselves  “are  most  often 
exhibited  in  the  middle  of  a  crowd 
or  behind  closed  doors,”  the  minis¬ 
try  of  attending  can  be  difficult. 

The  ministry  also  involves  look¬ 
ing  at  ourselves,  the  ministers. 

“It  requires  us,”  Aleshire  reminds 
his  readers,  “to  examine  the  lenses 
through  which  we  view  people, 
scrutinize  our  own  perceptions  of 
faith,  and  construct  an  appreciation 
for  faith  in  its  various  expressions.” 

And  each  of  these  tasks,  he  warns, 
“requires  a  discipline  and  exacts  a 
toll.” 

Since  people  are  complex,  surface 
features  don’t  always  reveal  the  real 
person.  Aleshire  therefore  proposes 
that  we  pay  attention  to  people  by 
observing  their  faith,  development, 
and  learning. 

To  help  his  readers  do  this.  Ale- 

|  Poem  of  the  Week  | 

Desert 

Ideas  dehydrate  in  me  today; 
barren — shriveled  into  empty 
shells, 

fragmented  into  tumble  weeds. 

Well  springs — dry.  parched,  panting, 

I  am  without  dipper  for  the  reach. 

Brittle  winds  of  wisdom 
warped  and  bleached  by  sun  and 
glare, 

fossils  of  hope  and  faith  contained. 
The  oasis  of  God’s  Spirit  seems 
mirage. 

I  am  desert  today. 

—MAUREEN  WILLIAMS 


shire  presents  several  views  of  what  *' 
faith  is  and  how  it  develops. 

In  his  view,  faith  changes  over 
time.  It  is  an  openness  to  God.  It  is 
intentional,  relational,  transforming 
participation  with  the  people  and 
puftoses  of  God.  And  it  is  a  process  ■ 
of  meaning-making. 

For  clergy  and  other  Christians 
who  have  studied  much  of  the  ma¬ 
terial  that  Aleshire  uses,  this  book 
could  be  an  easy-to-use  but  valuable 
tool  for  sharpening  their  skills  and 
revitalizing  their  ministry. 

Readers  for  whom  “Faithcare’s”  • 
content  is  totally  new  will  find  the 
book  an  excellent  basic  guide  to  the 
kind  of  ministry  that  God  calls  ev¬ 
ery  Christian  to  perform  daily. 

The  book  is  written  in  a  friendly, 
readable,  down-to-earth  style.  Its 
readers  don’t  need  to  be  theological 
experts.  However,  “Faithcare”  will  ' 
accurately  inform  its  readers  about  ■ 
useful  recent  findings  from  the  aca¬ 
demic  world. 

The  faith  that  develops  when  J 
“learning  and  grace  have  done  their 
job,”  Aleshire  observes,  “will  never  . 
draw  much  attention  to  itself,  but  if  * 
you  should  attend  to  it,  you  will  dis--*J 
cover  the  artwork  of  God.” 

“Faithcare”  can  help  Christians  ; 
discover  that  artwork. 

Ms.  Wendland,  a  frequent  reviewer  for  ■ 
the  Reporter,  lives  in  Temple,  Texas. 

Health  insurance 
advocacy  urged 

Religious  News  Service 

An  increasing  number  of  people  ; 
are  shut  out  of  the  health-care  sys-  • 
tern  because  of  inadequate  insur-  ; 
ance  coverage,  according  to  a  health  ; 
care  analyst. 

Emily  Friedman,  an  independent  • 
analyst  and  strong  proponent  of  '; 
“universal  access”  to  health  care,  • 
urged  nearly  1,000  health  care  lead-  [ 
ers  to  undertake  “tenacious  and  un-  : 
remitting  advocacy”  on  behalf  of  • 
the  poor  and  uninsured. 

She  made  her  comments  June  1 1  ; 
during  a  keynote  address  to  the  an-  l 
nual  meeting  of  the  Catholic  Health  j 
Association  of  the  United  States.  ; 

Ms.  Friedman  said  the  issue  of  \ 
universal  access  demands  increas-  I 
ing  attention  because  the  number  of  t 
uninsured  is  growing  so  rapidly  and  J 
because  being  insured  is  no  longer  a  ■  * 
guarantee  of  adequate  coverage.  ;  ; 

Most  vulnerable  are  the  poor,:  : 
many  of  whom  have  “taken  that  5 
well-known  plunge  toward  the  well-  • 
known  safety  net  and  have  fallen,  ; 
right  through  its  well-known  holes,  * 
which,  if  you  ask  me,  are  the  real'  i 
thousand  points  of  light,”  she  said,  j  J 
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'It's  The  Best  Thing  That's  Happened  To  Me!' 

A  Visiting  Resource  Story 
by 

Robert  E.  Townsend 
Outreach  Services 


“God  intended  for  us  to  be  to¬ 
gether,”  is  the  way  Darlene,  a  17 
year-old  resident  of  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  describes  her  relation¬ 
ship  with  Shirley,  her  Visiting 
Resource.  Darlene  had  come  to 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  from 
an  abusive  family  situation.  Emo¬ 
tionally  abandoned  at  an  early  age, 
she  was  having  a  difficult  time  ad¬ 
justing  and  coping. 

About  a  year  ago,  however,  she 
attended  an  evangelistic  crusade. 
There  she  met  Shirley,  a  volunteer 
counselor.  After  hearing  Darlene’s 
story  and  seeing  her  commitment  to 
better  herself,  Shirley  invited  Dar¬ 
lene  to  go  home  with  her,  “some¬ 
time.” 

In  order  for  that  “sometime”  to 
take  place,  Shirley  had  to  become  a 
Certified  Visiting  Resource.  She 
completed  the  applicaiton  process, 
passed  background  checks,  attend¬ 
ed  training  and  had  her  home  ap¬ 
proved  for  visitation.  All  was  ready 
for  the  first  visit. 

It  had  been  more  than  a  year 
since  Darlene  had  been  in  anyone’s 
home  and  both  she  and  Shirley  were 


somewhat  nervous  about  that  first 
weekend  together.  Darlene  didn’t 
realize  that  not  all  parents  were  like 
her  own.  Shirley  had  reared  a 
house  full  of  kids;  she  knew  what  to 
do.  Now  they  are  together  at  every 
available  opportunity. 

It  has  had  its  rough  moments  as 
well.  Late  one  evening  while  visit¬ 
ing  Shirley,  Darlene  decided  to  go 
to  a  popular  youth  hangout.  When 
all  was  quiet  in  the  house,  she 
crawled  through  a  window  and  went 
her  merry  way.  Shirley,  however, 
noticed  a  damaged  screen  the  next 
day  after  Darlene  had  returned  to 


Ruston.  Although  she  knew  what 
had  happened,  she  decided  to  await 
the  youth’s  response.  A  few  days 
later  Darlene  could  stand  the  pres¬ 
sure  no  more.  She  called  her 
“Mom"  to  admit  her  mistake.  In¬ 
stead  of  the  abuse  and  rejection  she 
expected,  Darlene  found  that  while 
Shirley  was  disappointed  and  hurt, 
she  still  loved  and  cared  for  her.  It 
was  a  redemptive  moment;  a  break 
through.  “It’s  great  to  have  some¬ 
one  who  loves  you  even  though  you 
do  wrong!" 

It  was  one  of  many  learning  expe¬ 
riences  Darlene  has  had  with 


Shirley.  “I  see  a  change  in  her.” 
Shirley  reflected.  The  staff  at  the 
Children's  Home  see  it,  too.  In 
many  ways  Shirley  has  been  able  to 
bring  about  changes  that  might  not 
have  been  possible  otherwise. 

Those  changes  became  truly  man¬ 
ifest  over  the  Christmas  holidays. 
On  Christmas  Eve,  while  visiting 
with  Shirley,  Darlene  was  baptized 
and  received  into  the  fellowship  of 
the  church.  She  is  now  helping 
Shirley  teach  Sunday  School  Class 
and  is  counseling  with  other  youth 
going  through  difficult  times. 

Darlene  will  be  leaving  care  in  a 


short  time.  Shirley  is  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  the  occasion  with  mixed 
emotions.  While  we  all  are  pleased 
when  one  of  our  own  are  able  to  go 
out  into  the  world  to  live  on  his/her 
own,  Shirley  admits  she  will  shed  a 
tear  or  two.  But.  she  adds  to  her 
young  friend,  “You  have  my  phone 
number  and  you  know  where  I  live. 
I  want  you  to  feel  secure,  knowing 
that  someone  cares."  Darlene  re¬ 
sponded,  “I  wish  all  kids  could  have 
a  Visiting  Resource  like  you  be¬ 
cause  you  have  made  a  big  differ¬ 
ence  in  my  life!" 

Methodist  Children’s  Home  is 


full  of  young  people  who  need  a  lov¬ 
ing,  caring  adult  or  family  to  make 
a  difference  in  their  troubled  lives. 
If  you  think  you  might  like  this  sort 
of  challenge,  then  the  Visiting  Re¬ 
source  Program  at  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  may  be  for  you.  Our 
resources  aren’t  paid  —  at  least  not 
in  dollars  and  cents.  They  are,  how¬ 
ever,  rewarded.  Reflecting  on  her 
experience,  Shirley  says,  “Darlene 
has  brought  new  meaning  to  my 
life." 

Youth  at  MCH  may  spend  up  to 
two  weekends  per  month  plus  sever¬ 
al  holiday  periods  away  from  cam¬ 
pus.  Visiting  Resources,  after 
completing  the  certification  pro¬ 
cess,  may  establish  a  relationship 
with  a  child  and  may  have  that 
child  visit  as  often  as  is  convenient, 
upon  arrangement  with  the  child’s 
house  staff  and  social  worker. 

Persons  interested  in  becoming 
Visiting  Resources  may  contact  Bob 
Townsend  at  (318)  255-5020  or 
write  in  care  of  the  Home  at  P.O. 
Box  929,  Ruston,  LA  71273  for 
more  information  or  to  set  up  an  in¬ 
terview. 


Work  Begins  On  Outdoor  Center 

A  dream  is  becoming  reality.  Work  has  begun  on  the  Outdoor  —  Wilder¬ 
ness  Learning  Program  Center. 

Details  of  the  project  appeared  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  Newsletter.  If  you  didn’t  receive  a  copy  send  for  one. 

A  group  of  adult  workers  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bossier 
City  will  be  the  first  volunteer  team  to  work  on  the  project.  The  group  is 
scheduled  to  begin  in  August. 

We  hope  other  groups  of  adults  and  even  Boy  Scouts  will  volunteer  to  as¬ 
sist  in  the  project. 

The  work  will  be  hard.  Land  needs  to  be  cleared.  Four  hundred  acres 
will  be  fenced  in.  A  pavilion  will  be  constructed.  Log  playground  eguip- 
ment  will  be  built. 

Other  buildings  and  facilities  will  be  built  and  developed  in  the  future. 

If  you  are  interested  in  helping  as  an  individual  or  as  a  work  camp  team, 
contact  us  and  we  will  see  if  we  can  match  your  talents  with  our  needs. 


Executive  Director  Terrel  DeVille  and  Associate  Director  John  Allen 
survey  the  400  acres. 


Decisions  are  made  for  the  location  of  a  ballfield,  pavilion,  and 


ropes  course. 


Trees  are  marked  so  some  timber  can  be  harvested  and  land 
cleared. 


Family  Development  Center 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home 


Our  Role  .  . . 

The  Family  Development  Center 
plays  a  vital  role  in  fulfilling  the 
mission  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  by  providing  fam¬ 
ily  therapy  to  the  residential  chil¬ 
dren  and  their  families.  The  Family 
Development  Center  is  staffed  by 
accredited  Family  Therapists. 

Our  Work  . . . 

In  additipn  to  working  with  the 
families  of  residential  children,  the 
Family  Development  Center  offers 
therapeutic  and  educational  services 
to  surrounding  communities.  Indi¬ 
viduals  and  families  are  given  help 
and  guidance  with  the  problems  of 
life.  The  Family  Development  Cen¬ 
ter  also  offers  people  the  opportunity 
to  leam  skills  to  help  prevent  prob¬ 
lems.  The  staff  of  the  Family  Devel¬ 
opment  Center  offers  training  in 
premarital  preparation,  alternative 
parenting  strategies,  and  strategies 
for  coping  with  the  developmental 
changes  which  families  experience. 


Our  Fees  . . . 

The  fee  is  $55.00  per  hour  pay¬ 
able  prior  to  the  therapy  session.  In¬ 
surance  statements  are  provided  for 
clients  who  wish  to  file  for  reim¬ 
bursement  from  their  insurance 
companies.  The  Family  Develop¬ 
ment  Center  does  not  file  insurance 
claims  for  clients.  Fees  for  work¬ 
shops  and  support  groups  are  avail¬ 
able  upon  reguest. 

Our  Services  . .  . 

The  Family  Development  Center 
offers  many  therapeutic  and  educa¬ 
tional  services  including: 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Family 
Therapy . . . 

healing  pain  and  developing 
strategies  for  growth. 

Support  Groups  . . . 

offering  individuals  a  social 
context  for  growth  and 
interpersonal  development. 
Premarriage  Preparation  and 
Enrichment . . . 

gaining  insights  into  one  another 


and  developing  strategies  for 
improving  and  maintaining 
relationships. 

Speakers  Bureau  . .  . 

designing  and  delivering 
educational  presentations  and 
workshops  to  meet  the  needs  of 
civic  and  religious  groups. 

Community  Consultants  .  . . 

participation  on,  and  consulting 
with,  civic  committees  to 
enhance  the  quality  of  social 
programs  available  in  the 
community. 

Our  Philosophy  . . . 

The  staff  of  the  Family  Develop¬ 
ment  Center  believes  that  healthy 
living  is  the  right  of  every  person.  It 
also  believes  that  people  often 
benefit  from  changing  the  focus  of 
their  daily  routines  by  gaining  in¬ 
sights  about  their  behaviors  and 
habits.  This  is  especially  true  in 
families,  where  tensions  can  devel¬ 
op  for  "unknown”  reasons.  The 


Family  Development  Center  helps 
people  gain  insight  into  their  situa¬ 
tions  and  to  develop  effective  strat¬ 
egies  to  improve  them. 

Additionally,  the  staff  believes 
that  the  Christian  principles  of  love, 
forgiveness,  and  family  are  neces¬ 
sary  components  for  a  peaceful  ex¬ 
istence,  and  they  integrate  these 
principles  into  the  therapy  sessions. 

Although  the  Family  Develop¬ 
ment  Center  is  affiliated  with  the 
Methodist  Children's  Home,  its 
staff  has  worked  with  members  of 
all  Christian  denominations  and 
fellowships,  as  well  as  with  people 
who  are  not  aligned  with  any  reli¬ 
gious  organization. 

Our  Location  .  .  . 

The  Family  Development  Center 
is  located  at  901  South  Vienna 
(Hwy.  167  South)  and  is  open  on 
weekdays  from  8  a.m.-5  p.m.  If  you 
are  interested  in  learning  more 
about  our  services,  please  contact 
us  at (3 18) 255-5753. 


The  natural  beauty  of  the  land 
can  be  seen  . . . 


in  wild  berries 


in  wild  flowers 


and  fresh  tracks  of  wild  life. 
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The  Other  Side 
of  the  Desk 


Editor’s  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
various  Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week’s 
column  is  written  by  Dr.  Don  Cottrill,  Executive  Director,  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries. 

Dr.  Frank  Gulley,  Assistant  Dean  of  Vanderbilt  Divinity  School, 
tells  this  story  from  his  past.  He  was  Vice-President  of  a  college  that 
was  undergoing  financial  problems.  As  the  school  year  ended  Frank  be¬ 
gan  to  make  plans  for  the  next  year.  He  prepared  a  list  of  needs:  more 
supplies  and  equipment  for  the  classrooms,  a  lighter  teaching  schedule 
for  the  overworked  faculty,  more  maintenance  staff,  more  scholarship 
aid.  He  took  the  list  in  to  the  President,  laid  the  list  on  the  President’s 
desk  and  firmly  explained,  “If  we  don’t  care  for  every  one  of  the  items 
on  this  list,  we  can’t  open  for  the  fall  session.”  That  summer  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  that  college  resigned.  Frank  Gulley  was  made  the  acting  Presi¬ 
dent.  As  he  sat  down  at  his  new  desk  for  the  first  time,  he  was  greeted 
by  a  stack  of  mail,  memos  and  information  that  the  now  retired  presi¬ 
dent  had  left  for  him.  Right  on  top  of  the  stack  was  —  you  guessed  it 
—  Frank's  list  of  demands.  Dr.  Gulley  said  that  it  sure  looked  different 
from  the  other  side  of  the  desk. 

In  a  real  sense,  we  who  are  in  the  Louisiana  Conference,  both  lay 
and  clergy,  are  now  “on  the  other  side  of  the  desk.”  The  1990  Session 
of  the  Annual  Conference  took  bold  steps  in  giving  directions  for  the 
future  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana.  VISION  2000 
was  approved  with  applause  and  excitement.  Now  comes  the  time  to 
roll  up  our  sleeves  and  get  down  to  the  business  of  making  those 
dreams  reality. 

The  dream  of  VITAL  CONGREGATIONS  is  our  dream.  The  most 
astounding  thing  about  the  VISION  is  that  the  cost  can  be  counted  in 
people  more  than  in  dollars.  True,  money  will  be  needed  for  training 
costs  and  resources,  but  the  real  cost  will  come  in  people  power  — 
hours  spent  in  Planning,  Worship,  Bible  Study,  New  Member  Visita- 
Visitation,  Prayer  time,  Sharing  groups,  Visits  to  the  sick.  Care-giving 
to  all  in  need.  Fighting  against  the  evils  of  society  for  the  good  of  all. 

To  be  honest,  these  concerns  are  not  new.  In  fact  Jesus  taught  his 
disciples  to  be  concerned  about  these  very  same  things.  The  only  thing 
different  is  our  resolve. 

We’re  on  the  other  side  of  the  desk  now. 


Program  Focuses  on  the  Environment 


The  battle  against  Environmental 
Racism  —  the  tendency  to  locate 
toxic  waste  dumps  in  low-income, 
minority  communities  —  will  be 
highlighted  the  week  of  July  1  on 
“Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  national 
television  series  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  segment 
reports  on  a  seminar  held  in  Baton 
Rouge  last  October  that  dealt  with 
helping  communities  concerned 
with  toxic  hazards. 

“Catch  the  Spirit,”  a  30-minute 
magazine  program,  tells  God’s  story 


through  the  lives  of  people  who  are 
making  a  difference  as  they  live  out 
their  Christian  faith.  It  airs  weekly 
on  five  cable  networks. 

The  report  on  the  toxic  waste 
conference  is  one  of  several 
segments  in  the  July  1  edition  of 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  devoted  to  issues 
of  ecology  and  stewardship  of  the 
environment.  Other  segments 
include  the  effort  of  residents  in 
northern  Alaska  to  protect  ANWR 
(Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge) 
from  expansion  of  the  oil  industry 


and  the  struggle  for  residents  of 
Robeson  County  (North  Carolina) 
to  save  the  Lumber  River  from 
pollution.  Also,  Native  American 
storyteller  Dayton  Edmonds 
presents  “The  Turtle  Clan,”  a 
parable  about  cooperation  between 
humans  and  animals. 

This  special  edition  of  “Catch  the 
Spirit”  originally  aired  in  January 
1 990.  The  report  on  the  toxic  waste 
conference  is  also  included  in  a 
recently  released  video  study  series 
called  “Living  Choices.”  The  four- 


part  series,  designed  for  use  by 
small  groups  in  local  churches,  is 
available  for  rental  or  purchase 
from  EcuFilm  (800-251-4091). 

“Catch  the  Spirit,”  produced  and 
distributed  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom),  has 
aired  continuously  since  January 
1986.  “Through  more  than  100 
programs,  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’  has 
told  hundreds  of  stories  of  people 
living  out  their  Christian  faith,” 
according  to  Roger  L.  Burgess, 
UMCom  general  secretary. 


r 


-Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


July  Conference  Calendar 

9- 1 2  Pastor’s  School,  Centenary 

9- 1 3  Jurisdictional  Spiritual  Life  Rally,  SMU-Dallas 

1 4-20  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Lab/Seminar,  Mount  Sequoyah 

17-20  UM  W  School  of  Christian  Mission  I 

20-22  UMW  School  of  Christian  Mission  II 

2 1  State  Ultreya,  Ruston 

25-29  National  Meeting  for  Leaders  of  Single  Adults,  Houston 
27-29  National  Gathering  for  United  Methodist  Single  Adults, 
Houston 

31 -Aug.  3  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Conference  of  the  Fellowship 
of  United  Methodists  in  Worship.  Music  and  the  Other  Arts, 

First  Church  and  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


Linda  James,  Director  of 
Therapeutic  Services  at  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston,  was  one 
of  three  persons  from  Louisiana 
selected  to  attend  a  conference  on 
AIDS  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.  The 
conference  was  sponsored  by  the 
Southwest  Network  of  Youth 
Services  and  was  funded  by  the 
National  Institution  on  Drug 
Abuse.  The  training  was  designed 
for  a  wide  range  of  youth  services 
professionals  who  work  with  high 
risk  adolescents.  Participants  ac¬ 
quired  valuable  skills  and  informa¬ 
tion  for  initiating  and  enhancing 
AIDS  prevention  work  with  adoles¬ 
cent  clients. 

* *  *  * 

First  Street  UMC  in  New  Orleans 

recently  held  its  hymnal  dedication 
services.  Thirty  new  hymnals  were 
donated  to  the  church  by  Bishop  W. 
T.  Handy  Jr.  of  the  Missouri 
Conference,  30  by  the  Hasan 
Family  of  London,  England,  12  by 
the  UMW,  12  by  the  Edith  Ward 
and  Henrietta  Batiste  Families  in 
memory  of  Gwendolyn  Ward  Ad¬ 
ams,  and  56  hymnals  were  donated 
to  the  church  by  other  members  as 
memorial  gifts.  A  songfest,  featur¬ 
ing  selected  hymns  from  the  new 
hymnal  by  Connie  Breaux  and 
choirs  of  the  church,  was  also  a  part 
of  the  dedication  ceremony.  Mabel 
F.  Stateman,  church  organist  for 
over  45  years  and  Albert  Pulley  Jr. 
pianist  and  director  of  the  Voices  of 
Faith  Ensemble,  delighted  the  con¬ 
gregation  by  performing  instrumen¬ 
tal  selections.  Rev.  Abraham  E. 
Davis  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Drucilla  Foster,  Office 
Coordinator  at  Noel  UMC  in 
Shreveport  and  Elizabeth  Hutton, 
Administrative  Assistant  at  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC,  New  Orleans 
recently  attended  the  Annual 


Meeting  of  the  Professional 
Association  of  United  Methodist 
Church  Secretaries  (PAUMCS)  in 
Saginaw,  Michigan.  The  meeting's 
theme  was  “Expanding  the  Ministry 
of  the  Church  Secretary.”  Patricia 
Seraydarian,  author  of  “The 
Church  Secretary’s  Handbook”  was 
the  keynote  speaker.  Because  she 
had  attended  the  Institute  of 
Professional  UMC  Secretaries  at 
Emory  University  in  July,  1987, 
and  has  continued  to  complete  the 
requirements  for  re-certification, 
Ms.  Foster  received  recognition  at 
the  meeting  as  a  Certified  UMC 
Secretary.  The  purpose  of 
PAUMCS  is  to  provide  individual 
growth,  professional  development, 
continuing  education,  and  spiritual 
enrichment,  and  to  work  toward  the 
betterment  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  The  next  annual  meet¬ 
ing  will  be  May  2-5,  1991  in 
Savannah,  Georgia.  Rev.  T.  Nichols 
Evans  Jr.  was  pastor.  Rev.  Clyde  C. 
Frazier  J r.  is  pastor  of  Rayne. 

*  *  * 

The  UMW  of  First  UMC,  Many, 
recently  held  a  one  day  retreat  at 
the  home  of  Christine  Rone  (Rone’s 
Haven)  on  Toledo  Bend.  Rev.  Nell 
McLemore,  pastor  of  Antioch 
UMC,  was  the  retreat  leader.  All 
enjoyed  sharing,  fellowship,  a 
“walk"  through  the  Bible,  and 
singing.  Pearletta  Enterkin  is  UMW 
president  and  Rev.  Larry  D. 
Norman  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Taste  Fair  held  at  Blackwater 
UMC,  Baker  was  a  tremendous 
success.  Many  thanks  go  out  to  all 
those  who  helped  make  this  event 
possible.  A  special  thank  you  goes 
to  the  youth  for  setting  up  and 

taking  down  the  chairs  and  tables. 
The  Fund  Raising  Committee  is 


deeply  grateful.  Rev.  Larry  Stafford 
is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Congratulations  go  to  the  18 
youth  of  First  UMC,  Lake  Charles 
for  recently  completing  a  training 
course  on  “Peer  Counseling."  The 
12  session  course  was  designed  for 
peers  who  can  influence  their 
friends  in  positive  ways  through 
teamwork,  listening  skills,  holding 
each  other  accountable,  giving 
perspective,  and  sharing  Christian 
faith.  Those  completing  the  course 
were:  Leigh  Ann  Boston,  Roger 
Liley,  Amber  Hurlbut,  Heather 
Hurlbut,  Mandy  Truitt,  John 
Shermer,  Brian  Jordan,  Jill  Jordan, 
Erin  Hartman,  Stanley  Shermer, 
Melissa  Wallace,  Maite  Oca, 
Marcus  Padgett,  Vinson  Mouser, 
Kristine  Guillot,  Kristen  Nunnally, 
David  Kleyle  and  Chris  Monceaux. 
Rev.  Grayson  B.  Watson  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Baton  Rouge  District 
Superintendent  Dr.  George  W.  C. 
Calvin  Sr.  has  been  invited  to  teach 
the  study,  "Gospel,  Culture  and 
Media”  in  the  North  Texas  School 
(July  16-19)  and  the  Arkansas  Area 
(Little  Rock  and  North  Arkansas 


Conferences  Schools  of  Christian 
Mission)  August  6-12  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction.  He  recently 
attended  the  Midwest  Regional 
School.  June  23-28  at  the 
University  of  Indianapolis  for 
certification  by  the  Women’s 
Division,  New  York  City.  Dr. 
Calvin  has  taught  in  Conference 
and  Regional  Schools  of  Christian 
Mission  throughout  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  more  than  25 
years. 

*  *  * 

The  New  Orleans  District 

recently  hosted  its  Annual  Laity 
Banquet  at  Aurora  UMC  in  Algiers. 
The  theme  for  this  occasion  was 
“CELEBRATE  AND  WITNESS" 
and  featured  addresses  by  Dr.  Tom 
Matheny.  President  of  the  Judicial 
Council  and  Rev.  Joe  McClain, 
District  Superintendent  of  the  New 
Orleans  District.  The  evening 
focused  upon  the  reunification  of 
the  New  Orleans  District  and 
provided  opportunities  for 
fellowship  and  information  relative 
to  the  unique  programs  and 
outreach  ministries  and  offerings 
which  are  being  administered 
throughout  the  district. 


In  Memoriam 


Retired  minister  Tillman  A.  Brown  of  Quitman  died  May  19, 
1990.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Gladys  S.  Brown.  Rev.  Brown  was  82 
at  the  time.of  his  death. 

Loma  Mae  Cyprian,  wife  of  Rev.  Wesley  Ray  Cyprian  died  June  9, 
1990.  Mrs.  Cyrian,  48  at  the  time  of  her  death,  is  also  survived  by  a 
son  and  a  daughter. 

Rev.  Lester  N.  Nance  died  June  1,  1990.  Rev.  Nance  is  survived  by 
his  wife  Elizabeth  Ann  and  three  daughters.  He  was  55  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Bertha  Squyres,  wife  of  retired  minister  Rev.  Rex  Squyres,  died 
May  18,  1990  at  the  age  of  81.  Mrs.  Squyres  is  also  survived  by  two 
daughters. 


Around  the  Conference 


SPECIAL  GUESTS  —  First  UMC  in  Coushatta  honored  the  Red  River 
Parish  Heritage  Society  on  Heritage  Sunday.  Heritage  members  I.  to 
r.  are:  James  McLemore,  Laurine  Adcock,  Mathilde  McLelland, 
Emily  B.  Stothart,  Rusha  Strother  and  Katherine  Fowler  are  shown  at 
the  reception  which  followed  the  worship  service. 


SEMI-ANNUAL  —  The  UMW  of  Baker  UMC  serves  lunch  to 
residents  of  Jackson  Geriatric  Hospital  and  Baker  Manor.  The  UMW 
president  is  Mrs.  Louise  Sewell,  and  luncheon  chairperson  is  Mrs. 
Marie  Toler.  This  is  a  special  time  for  all  involved. 


WELCOMED  ADDITION  —  The  Gonzales  UMC  youth  and  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  are  very  pleased  with  the  addition  of  their  new 
youth  director,  Mrs.  Veronica  Pritchard.  Mrs.  Pritchard  has  many  in¬ 
teresting  and  exciting  plans  for  the  youth  of  the  coming  year. 


EXCITING  TRIP  —  This  group  from  First  UMC  in  West  Monroe 
recently  returned  from  Nashville  and  enjoyed  a  wonderful  time 
travelling  in  its  new  bus  which  was  purchased  selling  aluminum 
cans.  Interesting  sights  visited  were  the  UPPER  ROOM,  and 
Graceland  (Elvis'  Home). 


NEW  OFFICERS  —  Newly  installed  officers  of  the  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  Auxiliary  (front  row,  left  to  right) 
Mrs.  Joseph  Mancuso,  First  Vice  President;  Mrs.  Thomas  Giraud, 
President;  Mrs.  Alexander  W.  Washington  Jr.,  Second  Vice 
President;  Mrs.  Howard  Keefe,  Recording  Secretary;  Mrs.  Frank 
Perigoni,  Corresponding  Secretary;  and  John  Eagan,  Treasurer. 


CONFIRMANDS  —  These  16  young  people  were  in  the  Pastor's 
Confirmation  Class  at  First  UMC  in  Hammond  and  were  recently 
received  into  full  membership.  This  is  the  largest  class  the  church 
has  had  in  recent  years.  Pictured  are  I.  to  r.,  back  row:  Blair  Tillery, 
Michelle  Cudd,  Anna  Stevens,  Lori  Stevens,  Reagan  Battle,  Mindy 
Lee,  Ashley  Daussat  and  Ross  Gendusa.  Front  row  I.  to  r.  are:  Kyle 
Caulfield,  Jesse  Frohn,  David  Helsley,  Ryan  Berry,  Adam  Cohen, 
Carly  Kemp,  Warren  Hode  and  Brandon  Allen. 
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Editorial — 


Debt,  drugs  and  a  prophet 


Here’s  a  suggestion  for  your  sum¬ 
mertime  reading  list:  The  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  book  of  Habakkuk. 

Habakkuk?! 

True,  this  brief,  three-chapter 
work  by  an  obscure  Hebrew  proph¬ 
et  seldom  makes  the  biblical  “Hit 
Parade,”  at  least  among  North 
American  Christians. 

Not  so.  however,  at  a  recent  ecu¬ 
menical  gathering  in  Jamaica  on  the 
international  debt  and  drug  traffic 
crisis  (see  UMR,  June  22  and  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 

Participants,  mostly  from  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean  islands, 
used  Habakkuk  as  the  primary 
scriptural  basis  for  thinking  about 
the  debt-and-drug  issue. 

We  believe  they  had  a  good  idea. 
In  fact,  U.S.  Christians  should  do 
likewise — preferably  while  becom¬ 
ing  informed  about  the  debt/drug 
issue  via  reports  such  as  those  in  the 
Reporter — for  both  theological  and 
practical  reasons. 

Theologically,  Habakkuk  pro¬ 
vides  a  perspective  for  understand¬ 
ing  the  world  debt/drug  trade  crisis 
as  experienced  by  its  victims. 

It  does  so  by  confronting  the  reali¬ 
ty  of  evil  and  raising  an  age-old  ques¬ 
tion:  "Why  do  you  [God]  look  on  the 
treacherous,  and  are  silent  when  the 
wicked  swallow  those  more  righteous 
than  they?”  (Habakkuk  1:13) 

It’s  understandable  that  Latin 
American  and  Caribbean  Christians 
resonate  with  such  a  perspective.  As 
expressed  at  the  meeting  in  Jamaica, 
they  believe  that  their  nations  are  be¬ 
ing  unjustly  “swallowed”  by  massive 
debts  to  large,  impersonal  creditors — 
mostly  U.S.  and  European  banks  and 
international  banking  agencies. 


Moreover,  they  point  out  that  pov¬ 
erty,  caused  by  their  governments’  ef¬ 
forts  to  pay  these  debts,  leads 
otherwise-innocent  people  to  make  a 
living  by  such  means  as  growing  and 
selling  illegal  drugs. 

It  isn’t  necessary  to  believe  that 
these  circumstances  are  caused  sole¬ 
ly  by  evil  people  and  institutions 
from  wealthy  nations.  The  reality, 
even  as  explained  by  those  experts 
at  the  Jamaica  meeting  who  feel 
victimized,  is  more  complex. 

However,  we  should  acknowledge 
that  such  perceptions  of  evil  point 
to  an  integral  part  of  that  reality: 
the  presence  of  extraordinary  pain 
and  a  resulting  cry  for  help  by  suf¬ 
fering  sisters  and  brothers  in  Christ. 

Hence,  the  practical  reason  for 
reading  Habakkuk  in  connection 
with  this  particular  issue: 

One  of  the  most  powerful  ways 
that  we  can  experience  our  oneness 
with  Christians  worldwide  is  via 
joint  encounters  with  biblical  texts. 

We  as  North  American  Christians 
can’t  change  the  fact  that,  by  accident 
of  birth,  we  live  in  a  nation  that  oth¬ 
ers  sometimes  perceive  as  “the  op¬ 
pressor,"  therefore  separating  us  from 
Christians  in  less  prosperous  nations 
that  feel  yoked  by  oppression. 

What  we  share  in  common,  how¬ 
ever,  transcends  the  political  and 
economic  realities  that  separate  us: 
our  faith  in  the  living  Word  of  God 
as  revealed  in  the  Scriptures. 

We  encourage  you  to  read  Habak¬ 
kuk  this  summer  in  that  awareness, 
and  with  the  knowledge  that  Chris¬ 
tians  in  such  places  as  Jamaica,  Bra¬ 
zil,  and  Colombia  have  found  deep 
meaning  in  the  prophet's  words. 

Prediction:  So  will  you. 


/ 


My  witn^cc 

/  was  truly  among  believers  in  Romania 


By  TOM  WRIGHT 

Samuel,  a  42-year-old  refrig¬ 
eration  engineer,  had  just  invited 
me  to  stay  with  him  for  the  night 
and  to  occupy  the  apartment 
above  his  home. 

He  said  they  used  the  quarters 
strictly  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
he  would  be  honored  if  I  would 
accept. 

Having  come  to  Romania  in 
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These  Romanian  Christians 
are  typical  of  countless  others 
who  rejoice  in  their  new  free¬ 
dom  to  practice  their  faith. 


May  as  an  unofficial  election  ob¬ 
server,  I  had  only  known  Samuel 
for  an  hour.  But  his  hospitality 
was  not  uncommon  to  Roma¬ 
nians,  especially  those  in  the 
Christian  community. 

I  already  had  commitments  for 
the  night’s  lodging  and  declined 
the  invitation.  But  Samuel  tried 
again. 

“Come  speak  to  our  church  to¬ 
morrow  morning,”  he  said. 

I  grimaced  as  he  asked  for  fel¬ 
lowship  once  again.  Because  once 
again,  I  had  to  decline.  He  tried  a 
third  time. 

“How  about  Sunday  evening’s 
service?”  Finally  I  could  say  yes. 

For  the  next  two  hours,  we  sat 
in  Samuel’s  living  room  while  he 
explained  why  he  was  going  to 
vote  for  Ion  Iliescu  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Salvation  Front  (FSN). 

Samuel  was  a  Christian 

Samuel  was  a  Christian  and 
not  normally  in  league  with  the 
communist  party  which  con¬ 
trolled  the  FSN.  The  reason  he 
gave  seemed  valid. 

He  said,  "Romanians  are  not 
ready  for  sudden  change”  and  he 
felt,  “too  much,  too  soon”  would 
defeat  the  ultimate  goal  of  com¬ 
plete  economic  and  social  re¬ 
form.  He  expected  that  in  five  to 
ten  years. 

After  the  Sunday  evening  ser¬ 
vice,  Samuel  asked  me  to  accom¬ 
pany  him  to  the  polls  to  watch 
him  vote.  It  was  his  first  free  elec¬ 
tion.  A  friend  snapped  a  picture 
as  Samuel  dropped  his  ballot  in 
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the  box,  an  election  judge  threat¬ 
ened  to  strip  the  film  from  the 
camera  and  we  scooted  for  the 
door  like  a  bunch  of  kids. 

Now  we  were  off  to  Samuel’s 
house  for  a  meeting  in  the  upper 
room  apartment.  The  night  was  a 
long  way  from  being  over. 

Samuel  switched  on  a  small 
light  in  the  corner  of  his  “upper 
room”  and  commented  that  five 
months  previous,  this  was  the 
only  light  he  dared  light  as  his 
clandestine  church  group  met. 

“Now,"  he  said,  “we  light  this 
bulb  to  remind  us  of  our  past. 
The  difference  is,  tonight  we  also 
light  other  lamps  and  leave  the 
shades  up.” 

For  the  next  three  hours,  four¬ 
teen  men  sat  in  a  circle  and  ques¬ 
tioned  me  about  everything  from 
family,  to  current  events,  from 
Bible  prophecy  to  the  return  of 
the  Lord.  I  scarcely  had  time  to 


draw  a  breath. 

At  11:30  p.m.,  the  women 
joined  us  with  food.  As  we  par¬ 
took,  the  men  continued  their 
bombardment,  wanting  to  know 
of  my  experiences  with  other  cul¬ 
tures  and  other  churches. 

I  was  amazed  at  their  lack  of 
knowledge  of  the  outside  world. 
When  I  mentioned  the  subject  of 
Tiananmen  Square,  their  faces 
went  blank.  They  had  never  heard 
of  events  in  China  of  a  year  ago. 

I  did  manage  to  eat  while  the 
interpreter  did  his  thing.  And  I 
am  not  sure  how  many  times  I  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  question,  “Is 
there  any  last  thing  you  would 
like  to  say  to  us?” 

I  spoke  to  the  women 

But  just  when  I  thought  it  was 
over,  they  asked  me  to  say  some¬ 
thing  special  to  the  women  who 
had  joined  us  late.  I  did. 

And  after  that,  about  20  min¬ 
utes  of  song  and  worship  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  equal  period  of 
picture  taking,  huggin’  and  kis- 
sin’  (men  too). 

I  have  never  grown  to  know  and 
love  a  group  of  people  in  such  a 
short  time  as  I  did  this  one. 

Their  personal  dedication  to 
the  Lord  had  been  tried  by  fire 
over  the  years.  The  prospect  of 
being  caught  in  this  type  of  meet¬ 
ing  in  their  recent  past  would 
have  meant  severe  punishment, 
confiscation  of  all  private  prop¬ 
erty,  jail  or  even  death. 

There  was  no  doubt  about  be¬ 
ing  among  believers. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


UMC  is  the  loser  by  severing  college  ties 


Your  June  8  article  about  Teikyo 
Westmar  University  painted  an  un¬ 
fairly  dismal  picture. 

It  implied  that  the  college  has 
been  snatched  away  from  a  loving 
mother  church  by  a  greedy  foreign 
industrialist. 

To  me,  the  church  has  lost  an  in¬ 
credible  opportunity  to  be  evange¬ 
lists  by  so  hastily  severing  ties.  The 
’article  does  not  mention  the  600 
Japanese  students  who  will  be  com¬ 
ing  to  Teikyo  Westmar  to  get  a 
Christian  education,  something  Dr. 
Okinaga  especially  wanted. 

Nothing  of  doctrinal  significance 
has  changed  at  the  school:  faculty, 
administration,  mission  statement, 
and  curricular  religious  require¬ 
ments  are  all  intact. 

A  35-member  board  of  governors 
still  oversees  the  college’s  policies,  and 
most  of  its  members  are  carryovers 
from  the  former  board  of  trustees. 

What  has  changed  is  this:  the  col¬ 
lege,  which  was  only  inches  from 
closure,  is  now  vibrant,  offering 
educational  opportunities  unsur¬ 
passed  in  the  midwest. 

American  students  have  wel¬ 
comed  the  Japanese  students  with 
open  arms.  The  community  of  I-e 
Mars  is  thrilled.  And  50  of  the  new 
Japanese  students  who  arrived  one 
April  Thursday  were  in  church  the 
following  Sunday! 

No,  to  me  the  loss  is  not  as  great 
to  the  college  as  it  is  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  God  is  alive  and 


well  at  Teikyo  Westmar. 

It’s  too  bad  the  church’s  stubborn 
refusal  to  negotiate  has  ended  a  100- 
year  tradition  of  church-relatedness. 

Ellen  Waterman  Proctor 
Kettering,  Ohio 

There  is  a  better  way 

I  agree  with  Robert  B.  Sunderland 
that  a  "massive  national  effort”  is 
needed  to  resolve  the  U.S.  health¬ 
care  cost  crisis  (see  UMR,  May  25). 

I  do  not  agree  that  the  responsi¬ 
bility  should  be  merely  to  pay  for 
the  poor.  There  is  a  better  way  than 
letting  the  insurance  companies  sell 
limited  coverage  to  those  who  can 
afford  insurance.  Everyone  should 
be  protected. 

Canadians  don’t  envy  the  U.S. 
health  care  system.  The  Canadian 
government  provides  universal  ac¬ 
cess  and  comprehensive  benefits  at 
little  or  no  direct  cost  to  consumers. 
The  Canadian  system  does  not  pro¬ 
vide  all  the  answers  to  U.S.  prob¬ 
lems,  but  it  can  help  point  out  the 
right  path  to  take. 

Carl  Jones 

Cameron  Park,  California 

People  don't  understand 

I  am  glad  that  the  Reporter  took 
time  to  find  out  where  the  people  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  stand 
on  the  issue  of  inclusive  language 
(see  UMR,  June  I). 

The  interpretation  of  the  poll’s 


What  others  are  saying 


By  downgrading  theology, 
“churches  find  themselves  abandoned 
by  many,  boring  to  most,  transformed 
into  service  agencies,  and  inarticulate 
about  what  makes  them  Christian. 
Most  of  all,  the  salt  of  ordained  minis¬ 
try  has  lost  its  savor.” 

—The  Rev.  Robert  Neville,  dean, 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology 
*  *  * 

“The  good  news  of  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  and  of  the  life  and  ministry 
of  Jesus  is  that  God  loves  us  so 


much  that  He  will  go  to  any  length, 
pay  any  price,  suffer  any  indignity, 
be  viewed  as  an  unclean  shepherd,  a 
humble  woman,  a  foolish  old  man, 
to  demonstrate  His  love.  ” 

— The  Rev.  Ross  W.  Marrs,  minis¬ 
ter,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 

Bloomington,  Ind. 

*  *  * 

“No  one  is  a  success  unto  them¬ 
selves;  for  their  success  has  been 
wrought  with  the  help  and  talents  of 
many  associates.” 


results  should  not  focus  on  people’s 
apparent  preference  to  continue  us¬ 
ing  only  traditional  language. 

Instead,  the  results  reveal  that 
United  Methodist  people  do  not  un¬ 
derstand  the  richness  and  joy  of  in¬ 
clusive  language. 

A  true  interpretation  of  the  poll 
should  encourage  and  challenge 
clergy  and  laity  who  do  understand 
inclusive  language  to  carefully,  sen¬ 
sitively,  and  consistently  explain  to 
all  people  how  to  use  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  and  why  its  use  expands  our 
understanding  of  God. 

Laurie  L.  Clark 
Wichita,  Kansas 

Respondents  challenged 

There  seems  to  be  a  great  deal  of 
misunderstanding  when  we  use  the 
term  "inclusive  language”  (see 
UMR,  June  1). 

Would  the  67  percent  who  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  Reporter’s  inclusive 
language  survey  by  saying  they 
would  choose  to  avoid  inclusive 
language  also  choose  to  avoid  think¬ 
ing  about  God  as  nurturing,  caring, 
and  comforting? 

Lynette  Fields 
Hialeah,  Florida 

Acceptance  questioned 

Your  June  1  editorial  used  a  phrase 
that  is  absolutely  untruthful:  “Despite 
overwhelming  acceptance  of  the  new 
United  Methodist  Hymnal ...” 


— United  Methodist  layman  S. 
Bradford  Rymer,  chief  executive  offi¬ 
cer  of  Magic  Chef  appliance  manu¬ 
facturer. 

*  *  * 

“Whoever  coined  the  adage, 
‘There  are  no  atheists  in  foxholes,’ 
probably  lived  far  from  the  line  of 
fire.” 

— Author  Martin  B.  Copenhaver  in 
“Living  Faith  While  Holding 
Doubts”  (1989). 
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There  is  no  evidence  of  such  ac¬ 
ceptance  in  any  official  poll  or  sur¬ 
vey.  Instead,  you  should  read  the 
article  by  your  associate  editor, 
Cynthia  B.  Astle.  on  the  same  page. 

I  quote  from  that  article:  “An  un¬ 
expectedly  large  degree  of  resent¬ 
ment  was  expressed  toward  the  new 
United  Methodist  Hymnal.” 

As  you  imply  in  your  editorial, 
those  of  you  who  push  the  thinking 
of  liberal,  contemporary  society 
seem  to  ignore  the  thinking  of  the 
“grass  roots  society." 

G.T.  McGranahan 
Garland,  Texas 


West  is  leading  the  way 

In  your  recent  poll  on  inclusive 
language,  the  Western  Jurisdiction 
was  by  far  the  most  open  to  inclu¬ 
sive  language  for  people  and  for 
God  (see  UMR,  June  1). 

In  tracking  trends  in  this  country, 
national  pollsters  look  to  five  states 
as  “bellwether  states,”  i.e.,  if  it 
catches  on  there  it  will  eventually 
be  embraced  across  the  nation. 

California,  Colorado  and  Wash¬ 
ington  in  the  Western  Jurisdiction 
are  three  of  those  trendsetters. 

I  hope  and  trust  that  dedicated 
members  of  the  Book  of  Worship 
Committee  will  not  interpret  as  a 
mandate  your  report  that  United 
Methodists  prefer  exclusive,  sexist 
language. 

Rather,  I  trust  they  will  hear  that 
one-third  already  prefer  inclusive 
language.  The  Western  Jurisdiction 
is  pointing  the  way  to  an  inclusive 
future. 

Beryl  Ingram-Ward 
Tacoma,  Washington 


Know  your  Bible? 

f  ind  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Whoever  loves  discipline  loves 
knowledge,  but  he  who  hates  re¬ 
proof  is  stupid.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Luke  8:10) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  2 

Monday:  Psalms  16 
Tuesday:  Psalms  17:1-7,  15 
Wednesday:  Genesis  32:22-32 
Thursday:  Matthew  10:34-39 
Friday:  Matthew  10:40-42 
Saturday:  Romans  6:3-1 1 
Sunday:  Romans  6: 1 2-23 


Faithfully  yours=^~  _ 

Faith,  grace  make  us  family 

Few  assignments  have  left  me  our  common  faith  enabled  us  to 
with  such  jumbled  feelings  as  a  re-  communicate  with  each  other. 

•cent  trip  to  cover  We  were  Protestants  and  Roman 

an  ecumenical  Catholics,  being  led  in  English, 

meeting  in  Kings-  Spanish  or  Portugese.  Styles  of  wor- 

ton,  Jamaica  (see  fly  ^  ship  differed.  Teachings  diverged. 

UMR,  June  22  f|.  ^  Each  other’s  hymns  were  unfamiliar 

and  elsewhere  in  to  tongues  and  ears, 

this  issue).  still,  participants  came  together 

I  was  a  stranger  to  bear  one  another’s  burdens,  to 

in  a  strange  land,  Cynthja  B  Ast|e  worship  as  Christians  and  to  seek  a 
not  just  in  Jamai-  Christian  response  to  woes  that 

ca,  but  within  the  context  of  the  plague  their  countries, 
meeting.  Because  I  am  Christian,  too,  I 

Work  was  conducted  as  much  in  came  to  comprehend — though  not 
Spanish  as  in  English.  The  historical  always  to  agree  with — what  the  con- 
perspective  was  drawn  largely  from  sultation  participants  had  to  say. 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean.  Upon  returning  to  the  United 

At  moments  the  effort  to  compre-  States,  I  found  in  my  mail  a  story 
hend  the  proceedings  left  me  feeling  about  ecumenical  activity  in  Aus- 
as  buffeted  as  when  Jamaica’s  gusty  tralia  by  David  Gill.  His  words  also 
winds  unsettled  me  on  my  walks  from  characterize  the  Kingston  consulta- 
the  hotel  to  the  conference  center.  tion  better  than  I  ever  could: 

I  was  also  a  de  facto  representa-  “The  great  conviction  that  unites  us 
tive  of  el  norte  (“the  North  ).  ...  is  quite  simply  the  belief  that  in 

Therefore  I  was  guilty  by  associa-  Christ  we  have  glimpsed  the  heart  of 
tion  with  those  whom  many  at  the  God  laid  bare  before  the  ages,  the  dis- 
consultation  considered  oppressors  covery  that  in  Christ  we  poor  frail 
of  their  countries.  mortals  are  embraced  by  limitless 

And  yet,  as  a  child  of  God,  I  was  compassion,  the  astonishing  fact  that 
also  “family”  at  the  gathering.  we,  the  unacceptable,  are  accepted. 

As  a  member  of  the  Christian  “The  miracle  of  divine  grace  .  . . 
family  I  was  able  to  understand  the  that’s  what  drives  the  ecumenical 
stories  of  pastors  and  bishops  as  movement.” 

they  spoke  of  their  ministries  amid  — CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

poverty  and  drug  trafficking.  When-  Ms.  Astle  is  an  associate  editor  of 
ever  language  or  culture  failed  us,  the  Reporter. 
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BELLS  MAY  STILL  CHIME:  a  Nash¬ 
ville  court  ruling  on  the  noise  level  of  the  Bell- 
shire  United  Methodist  Church’s  electronic 
carillon  was  not  a  victory  for  the  church  or  com¬ 
plaining  neighbors,  who  called  it  noisy  and 
wanted  it  shut  off.  The  Davidson  County  jury 
decided  June  5  to  let  the  church  play  the  system 
at  55  percent  of  volume,  chime  in  the  hour  at 
noon,  three  and  six  p.m.,  play  one  hymn  at 
those  times  and  play  at  services  on  Sundays  and 
on  Christmas  and  Easter. 

NUCLEAR  PLANT  OPPOSED: 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver 
Area)  was  among  leaders  of  10  religious  denom¬ 
inations  in  that  region  who 
issued  a  statement  recently 
saying  they  will  do  “every¬ 
thing  in  our  power”  to  keep 
operations  at  Rocky  Flats 
Nuclear  Weapons  Plant  at 
Denver  from  being  resumed 
until  health  and  safety  are 
assured.  The  making  of  plu¬ 
tonium  "triggers”  for  nucle¬ 
ar  warheads  was  suspended  at  that  plant  in 
November  1989  after  health  violations  were 
found. 

TRAG  TO  BE  PHASED  OUT:  The 

three-wheeled  TRAG  utility  truck  placed  in  32 
countries  in  the  last  10  years  will  be  phased  out 
by  the  United  Methodist  Missouri  Area  Board 
of  Creative  Ministries  at  the  end  of  1990. 
TRAGs  were  sent  to  mission  stations  and  agen¬ 
cies  as  transportation  for  agricultural  goods, 
construction  supplies  and  people.  Now,  Cre¬ 
ative  Ministries  says  good  stewardship  demands 
finding  other  manufacturers  to  supply  utility 
trucks  more  economically. 


Roy  Sano 


U.S.  Christians'  stake  in  debt  crisis  cited 


Economist  lists  compassion,  "self- 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Why  should  U.S.  Christians  be 
concerned  about  the  internation¬ 
al  debt  of  Caribbean  and  Latin 
American  countries? 

Because  they  may  wind  up  pay¬ 
ing  for  Third  World  debt  relief, 
an  American  economist  says. 

John  Cavanagh  said  the  moral 
imperative  to  ease  the  suffering 
of  the  poor  in  Latin  America  and 
the  Caribbean  is  a  primary  rea¬ 
son  for  U.S.  Christians  to  sup¬ 
port  international  debt  relief. 

Mr.  Cavanagh  is  director  of 
the  international  economic  order 
project  at  the  private  Institute  for 
Policy  Studies  in  Washington. 

He’s  also  a  contributor  to  “In- 


Debt  and  Drugs 


Twin  troubles 
burden  Christians 
in  Latin  America 
and  the  Caribbean 
Second  of  two  parts 


Debt  and  drugs— the  intertwined 
problems  of  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean — captured  the  attention 
of  a  recent  ecumenical  gathering  in 
Kingston,  lamaica.  Church  leaders  of 
16  denominations  from  32  countries 
sought  Christian  responses  to  the 
troubles  that  also  affect  North  Amer¬ 
ican  and  European  Christians. 


tricate  Web:  Drugs  and  the  Eco¬ 
nomic  Crisis,”  a  statistical  study 
by  the  United  Methodist  General 


interest"  as  reasons  to  seek  Third 


Board  of  Global  Ministries.  That 
study  is  to  be  used  as  a  refeience 
work  this  summer  during  the 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission 
sponsored  by  the  mission  board’s 
Women’s  Division. 

Besides  the  moral  imperative, 
Mr.  Cavanagh  cites  five  “self-in¬ 
terest  reasons”  to  be  concerned 
about  the  debt  crisis: 

■/  More  than  1  million  U.S.  jobs 
have  been  lost — primarily  in  the 
automotive  and  machine-tool  in¬ 
dustries — because  Latin  American 
and  Caribbean  countries  can  no 
longer  afford  to  buy  U.S.  exports. 

/  All  drug-producer  nations  in 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbe¬ 
an  are  using  profits  from  traffick¬ 
ing  to  pay  off  their  foreign  debt. 

S  Poverty  has  caused  a  major 


increase  in  migration  to  the 
United  States,  primarily  from 
Mexico  and  Central  America. 

✓  Debtor  nations  speed  up  the 
degradation  of  the  global  envi¬ 
ronment — such  as  the  massive 
lumbering  in  Brazilian  rain  for¬ 
ests — to  exploit  their  natural  re¬ 
sources  to  pay  off  the  debt. 

✓  U.S.  taxpayers  are  likely  to 
wind  up  bearing  the  cost  of  inter¬ 
national  debt  relief  unless  they 
work  for  change  in  international 
banking  operations. 

"What’s  really  disturbing  about 
the  way  the  crisis  is  being  misman¬ 
aged  is  that  responses  don’t  put 
the  cost  of  debt  relief  on  the  15 
U.S.  banks  that  hold  the  loans  and 
on  the  rich  of  Third  World  coun¬ 
tries  who  incurred  the  loans,”  said 


World  debt  relief 

Mr.  Cavanagh. 

"The  cost  is  being  laid  on  the 
poor  people  of  the  Third  World 
and  on  U.S.  taxpayers.  The 
banks  are  trying  very  hard  to  ma¬ 
neuver  debt  relief  in  the  same 
way  the  savings  and  loan  bailout 
has  been  maneuvered — with  the 
taxpayers  paying.” 

A  U.S.  economic  depression 
caused  by  bank  failure  linked  to 
Third  World  default  is  not  likely, 
said  Mr.  Cavanagh. 

"Four  or  five  years  ago  that 
would  have  been  a  possibility,” 
he  acknowledged.  “But  in  1987 
and  1989,  the  New  York-based 
banks  put  away  enough  reserves 
to  cover  Third  World  defaults — 
which  they  expect.  Depositors 
wouldn’t  be  hurt  at  all.” 


Consultation  backs  people's 
needs  over  repayment  of  debt 


KINGSTON,  Jamaica— P.|.  Patterson,  acting  prime  minister  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  addresses  an  ecumenical  consultation  on  debt  and  drugs. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

KINGSTON,  Jamaica — Sup¬ 
pose  you’re  down  to  your  last  few 
dollars  and  you  have  no  hope  of 
earning  more. 

Do  you  use  the  money  to  pay 
your  debts?  Or  do  you  buy  food 
for  your  hungry  children? 

Latin  American  and  Caribbean 
countries  confront  the  ethical  di¬ 
lemma  of  whether  to  pay  their  in¬ 
ternational  debts  or  feed  their 
starving  millions  every  day,  said 
participants  at  a  recent  ecumeni¬ 
cal  consultation  in  Kingston. 

The  Christian  response  to  such 
a  clash  between  moral  and  con¬ 
tractual  obligations  must  put  peo¬ 
ple’s  welfare  above  banks’  profits, 
asserts  a  declaration  adopted  by 
that  recent  Consultation  of  Bish¬ 
ops  and  Pastors  from  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean. 

Participants  came  together  to 
discuss  the  Christian  response  to 
their  regions’  twin,  interrelated 
burdens  of  international  debt 
and  drug  trafficking. 

The  daylong  discussion  was 
summarized  by  Dr.  Norman  Gir- 


van,  a  Caribbean  economist  who 
was  one  of  the  consultation’s 
panel  of  experts. 

Church  plays  powerful  role 

"What  I’m  hearing  is  that  the 
church  can  play  a  powerful  role 
to  stiffen  the  resolve  of  [Latin 
American  and  Caribbean]  gov¬ 
ernments  to  think  twice  before 
they  continue  to  capitulate  to 
debt  demands  [such  as  import- 
export  restrictions  and  currency 
devaluation],”  he  said. 

“But  it  must  be  clear  that  our 
position  of  debt  relief  is  in  order 
to  meet  human  needs.  It’s  not 
meant  to  allow  the  rich  to  have 
access  to  more  consumer  goods, 
nor  to  allow  those  who  control  a 
country’s  finance  to  ship  more 
money  to  foreign  accounts." 

Participants  struggled  with 
how  to  explain  their  position  to 
North  American  and  European 
Christians,  some  of  whom  are  in¬ 
volved  with  the  worldwide  finan¬ 
cial  operations  that  Caribbeans 
and  Latin  Americans  consider 
oppressive. 

The  Rev.  Phillip  Potter,  a  re¬ 
tired  Jamaican  Methodist  minis¬ 


ter,  educator  and  former  chief 
executive  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches,  argued  for  a  clear 
condemnation  of  the  current  in¬ 
ternational  economic  system. 

“The  system  is  not  heresy;  it’s 
not  immoral;  it’s  evil!”  contend¬ 
ed  Dr.  Potter.  “Unless  the  sys¬ 
tem  is  addressed  by  its  right 
name,  we’re  just  talking.” 

Debt  plagues  region 

The  continuous  drain  of  re¬ 
sources  to  pay  international  debt 
is  the  gravest  problem  that  faces 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbe¬ 
an,  said  P.J.  Patterson,  acting 
prime  minister  of  Jamaica,  in  his 
keynote  address  to  the  gathering. 

In  1989,  the  Caribbean  and 
Latin  America  regions  owed 
$422  billion  in  external  debt — 60 
percent  of  which  is  owed  to  pri¬ 
vate  banks,  said  Mr.  Patterson. 

For  instance,  at  the  end  of 
1989.  Jamaica’s  debt  totaled  $4 
billion — about  $1  billion  more 
than  the  total  worth  of  its  gross 
national  product,  the  acting 
prime  minister  said. 

“The  debt  is  unpayable,”  Mr. 
Patterson  said. 


The  idea  that  the  debt  is  un¬ 
payable — or  has  already  been 
paid  several  times  over  in  re¬ 
sources  extracted  from  the  region 
by  colonialism — was  endorsed 
enthusiastically  by  consultation 
participants. 

Each  situation  is  unique 

But  such  a  response  must  be 
carefully  explained  and  take  into 
account  each  country’s  unique 
debt  situation.  Dr.  Girvan  cau¬ 
tioned. 


He  pointed  out  that  much  of 
Latin  America’s  debt  is  owed  to 
private  banks  and  that  the  small¬ 
er  economies  of  the  Caribbean 
are  in  debt  to  transnational  fi¬ 
nancial  organizations  such  as  the 
International  Monetary  Fund 
and  the  World  Bank. 

"If  Brazil  defaults  on  its  loans,  it 
takes  10  banks  with  it,”  said  Dr. 
Girvan.  "But  if  we  in  the  Caribbe¬ 
an  refuse  to  pay  our  debts,  no  one 
at  the  IMF  misses  breakfast." 


MONROVIA,  Liberia— An  otherwise  uniden¬ 
tified  Liberian  Methodist  minister  leads 
prayers  during  a  march  for  peace  in  the  Libe¬ 
rian  capital  earlier  this  month.  Rebel  fighters 
are  attempting  to  overthrow  President  Samu¬ 
el  K.  Doe's  government.  The  wife  and  four 
children  of  United  Methodist  Bishop  Arthur 
F.  Kulah  of  Liberia  were  evacuated  June  18  as 
fighting  continued.  His  family  left  on  a  char¬ 
tered  flight  to  Freetown,  Sierra  Leone.  The 
flight  was  arranged  through  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  and  paid  for  by 
the  church's  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration.  Meanwhile,  officials  of  the 
Liberian  Annual  Conference  reported  that 
the  Rev.  James  Karble,  a  district  superinten¬ 
dent,  and  the  Rev.  John  Innis,  principal  of 
Camphor  United  Methodist  Mission,  have 
been  found  safe.  The  two  had  been  reported 
killed  in  the  fighting. 


Mandela's  parade 

NEW  YORK — People  of  many 
origins  joined  the  New  York  City 
ticker-tape  parade  for  South  Af¬ 
rican  Nelson  Mandela  June  20. 
The  Native  American  group  was 
joined  by  16  United  Method¬ 
ists — 12  high  school  students 
and  4  adults — who  were  in  the 
city  attending  a  seminar  on  Na¬ 
tive  American  leadership  at  the 
Church  Center  for  the  United 
Nations.  Leading  the  delegation 
of  United  Methodist  Native 
American  youths  is  Marcelene 
Mahsetsky-Rogers  (center  fore¬ 
ground),  acting  director  of  the 
National  United  Methodist  Na¬ 
tive  American  Center  in  Okla¬ 
homa  City. 


UMs  join 

By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


NEW  YORK — For  Ressie 
Mae  Bass,  it  was  almost  unbe¬ 
lievable  that 
Nelson  Man¬ 
dela,  the  man 
who  had  waited 
so  long  for  free¬ 
dom  from  his 
South  African 
prison,  was 
passing  near 

her  in  the  aisle  Ressie  Mae  Bass 
at  Riverside  Church. 

“The  service  for  me  was  a 
mountaintop  experience.”  said  the 


celebration  of  Nelson  Mandela's  visit 


Miami  resident,  a  vice  president 
of  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries.  “I  felt  a  real  sense  of 
solidarity.  It  was  a  celebration  in 
every  sense  of  the  word." 

United  Methodists  joined  with 
members  of  other  religious 
groups  to  greet  Mr.  Mandela  in 
New  York  June  21  and  present 
him  a  check  for  $200,000  for  the 
Mandela  Freedom  Fund. 

About  120  religious  leaders, 
including  1 1  United  Methodists, 
met  with  the  South  African  anti¬ 
apartheid  leader  in  a  chapel  at 
Riverside  Church,  shortly  before 
an  ecumenical  service  there. 

They  heard  him  thank  U.S. 
churches  for  their  commitment 
and  reiterate  the  need  for  contin¬ 
ued  sanctions  against  the  South 
African  government,  until  the 
apartheid  system  is  dismantled. 


"This  is  an  historic  event,”  said 
the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  gener¬ 
al  secretary  of  the  denomination's 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“For  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  it  is  the  coming  to  fru¬ 
ition  of  what  many  people  have 
hoped  for  and  prayed  for.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Mel¬ 
vin  G.  Talbert  of  San  Francisco, 
who  took  part  in  the  Riverside 
service,  likened  Mr.  Mandela  to 
Martin  Luther  King. 

“I  see  Mandela  as  the  modern- 
day  symbol  of  that  non-violent 
witness  for  peace  and  justice,”  he 
explained. 

At  Riverside,  the  Rev.  C. 
Gardner  Taylor,  a  Baptist  minis¬ 
ter,  offered  a  fiery  introduction 
to  Mr.  Mandela's  speech,  calling 
him  the  true  leader  of  South  Afri¬ 
ca — certified  by  his  integrity,  rat¬ 
ified  by  the  blood  of  South 


Africans  “and  confirmed  by  peo¬ 
ple  of  decency  everywhere.” 

The  crowd  stood  and  cheered, 
some  raising  their  fists  in  solidar¬ 
ity.  as  Mr.  Mandela  walked,  smil¬ 
ing.  to  the  pulpit. 

After  his  well-received  mes¬ 
sage,  the  crowd  sang  "God  Bless 
Africa,”  known  as  the  “national 
anthem"  of  the  continent. 

A  joyous  eruption  of  feeling  en¬ 
sued.  People  danced  in  the  aisles, 
and  Mr.  Mandela  smiled  and 
swayed  to  the  beat  until  he  finally 
motioned  them  to  sit  again. 

Part  of  the  religious  communi¬ 
ty’s  response,  read  by  Bishop  Tal¬ 
bert,  was  “to  make  the  government 
of  our  nation  aware  that  we  will  no 
longer  tolerate  official  disregard  for 
the  lives  of  persons  who  are  tram¬ 
pled  underfoot  by  the  idolatrous 
system  of  apartheid." 

Ms.  Bass  was  impressed  with  Mr. 


Nelson  Mandela 
. .  hailed  as  'hero' 


Mandela's  calmness  and  strength. 

“He  pleaded  to  us  to  continue 
in  the  struggle  with  him,”  she 
said.  "I  think  we  dare  not  as  a 
country  back  away  from  that.” 


!  CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  SI0  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  FULL-TIME.  ADULT, 
youth,  children's  choirs  and  handbells.  Experi¬ 
ence  and  master’s  degree  preferred  but  not  man¬ 
datory.  Salary  is  negotiable.  Please  send  resume 
to:  Rev.  James  C.  Kannon,  Crievcwood  United 
Methodist  Church.  451  Hogan  Road.  Nashville. 
TN  37220  or  call  (6 1 5)  832-2897. 

CENTRAL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

in  Decatur.  Alabama  is  seeking  a  Director  of 
Christian  Education  with  emphasis  on  children, 
adult  and  family  ministries.  Salary  is  dependent 
upon  applicant's  education,  skills,  and  experi¬ 
ence.  Address  inquiries  and  resumes  to:  Central 
United  Methodist  Church.  616  Jackson  St..  SE, 
Decatur,  AL  35601 .  Telephone:  (205)  353-6941 

BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS!  New  and 
used —  Champion.  Call:  American  TransCoach 
today.  (817)458-4844. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  S  J  65  week, 
S525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Winter  avail- 
ability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynes- 
^  i lie,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  Normal.  IL. 
1.900-mcmbcr  growing  multi-stalT  church  near 
state  university  campus  in  twin  city  community 
of  100,000.  Responsible  for  total  education  pro¬ 
gram — children,  youth,  and  adult.  M.C.E.  or 
equivalent  and  related  experience  preferred.  Send 
resume  to:  Duane  Yockcy.  SPR  Chair.  211  N. 
School.  Normal.  IL  61 761 .  (E.O.E.) 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and  stay  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
to  160).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming,  S9.00  tickets,  grilled  burger 
cook  out.  and  breakfast  All  for  S24.00  each!  Call: 
(501) 253-8418  today! 

LAKE  FRONT  COTTAGE  ON  FISHING  LAKE 
Pocono  Mts.  Pennsylvania.  Sleeps  four. 
Equipped.  Boat.  S235  week.  Contact:  Frank 
Kooker,  99  St.  Andrews  Dr..  Mashpee.  MA 
02649.(508)477-6848. 

WANTED:  AIR  CONDITION  INSTz\LLERS 

and  Technicians  for  Houston  area.  Experience  is 
a  must  Own  truck  and  tools.  (713)455-8388. 

THE  MISSISSIPPI  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  is 

seeking  a  Treasurer/Director  of  Fiscal  Affairs. 
The  applicant  must  have  an  accounting  degree  or 
the  equivalent  and  five  years  experience  in  public 
or  private  accounting —  preferably  a  United 
Methodist.  The  salary’  is  negotiable,  Apply:  Di¬ 
rector  Fiscal  AfTairs  Search  Committee.  Missis¬ 
sippi  Area  Bishop's  Office.  P.O.  Box  931.  Jack- 
son,  MS  39205-0931.  Deadline  for  receiving 
applications  is  July  15,  1990. 

WANTED:  HAND  BELLS.  FULL  OR  PAR¬ 
TIAL  set  for  new  church  without  funds.  Let  us 
ring  your  bells.  Call:  (305)  434-7400. 

CHICAGO  CHURCH  BASED  ECUMENICAL 
peace  and  justice  education  group  seeks  full-time 
coordinator.  Modest  stipend.  Shalom  Education, 
(312)363-2020. 

STEWARDSHIP  VIDEOS.  FOUR  stewardship 
addresses  by  Dr,  Hilbert  Berger,  outstanding  lec¬ 
turer.  author,  pastor  and  consultant.  Title:  ''Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Christian  Stewardship."  Two  VHS  vi- 
dcocassettes  (2  hours);  S70.00.  Order  from: 
Section  on  Stewardship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
TN  37202. 

KIRKWOOD  UNITED  METHODIST  Church 

of  suburban  St.  Louis.  Missouri,  1500+  mem¬ 
bers.  is  seeking  a  certified  and  experienced  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Education  with  emphasis  on 
youth  and  children.  Send  resume  and  references 
to:  201  West  Adams,  St.  Louis,  MO  63122.  Attn: 
Phyllis  Buck. 

CAMP/RETREAT  CENTER  MANAGER.  Full- 
lime  permanent  position  with  housing/most  meals. 
Assists  director  with  daily  operation.  Primary  re¬ 
sponsibilities  include:  supervision,  programming, 
recruiting  summer  staff  and  volunteers,  promotion 
and  public  relations.  Contact:  Dave  North,  Sacra¬ 
mento  Methodist  Assemblv.  P.O.  Box  188,  Sacra¬ 
mento.  NM  88347  or  (505)  687-34 1 4. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  DESIRED. 
1,000-mcmbcr  church  seeking  compassionate, 
understanding,  enthusiastic  Christian  to  provide 
leadership  for  dynamic,  growing.  200  person 
youth  ministry  by  August  1.  Should  be  strong  in 
administration.  Experience  required;  degree  pre¬ 
ferred.  Inquire:  FUMC  Allen,  601  S.  Greenville, 
Allen.  TX  75002.  (214)  727-1525. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 

ORGANIST/DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC,  part-time 
to  full-time.  Position  description  available.  Sala¬ 
ry  and  benefits  negotiable.  Send  resume:  Search 
Committee.  Baldwin  Community  UMC.  5001 
Baptist  Road.  Pittsburgh.  PA  15236-1799. 

Downers  Grove,  IL  (Chicago  suburbs),  a  multis¬ 
taff.  2400-member  congregation,  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  Director  of  Children  and  Adult  Ministries. 
Call:  (708)  968-7120  for  job  description. 

Faith  at  work 
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Faith~ 

connections 

REVITALIZATION:  More  than  80 
Minneapolis  United  Methodists  joined  1,000 
other  church  members  and  their  pastors  recent¬ 
ly  to  speak  out  for  neighborhood  revitalization. 
They  were  part  of  a  year-old  confederation 
called  the  Joint  Ministry  Project.  Through  the 
project  churches  have  organized  community  re¬ 
sponse  to  issues  of  housing,  education  and 
crime  in  Minneapolis. 

$1  MILLION  GOAL:  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  hopes  to  raise  $  1 

million  to  support  the  theo- - 

logical  library  at  the  pro¬ 
posed  United  Methodist 
university  in  Africa.  The 
money  is  to  come  through 
the  sale  of  special  editions 
of  the  new  United  Method¬ 
ist  Hymnal.  Beginning  in - - 

mid-August  and  running  through  Dec.  31,  $1.50 
from  the  sale  of  each  special  edition  is  to  be 
used  to  stock  the  Africa  school’s  theological  li¬ 
brary.  British  Methodists  are  also  to  support  the 
drive  by  selling  Christmas  cards,  said  Dr. 
Walter  McKelvey,  a  publishing  house  executive. 

SPEAKER  SOUGHT:  The  association 
of  United  Methodist  annual  conference  lay 
leaders  is  seeking  a  person  to  deliver  the  Laity 
Address  at  the  church’s  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Louisville,  Ky.  Theme  for  the  1992  ad¬ 
dress  is  “Ministry  of  the  Laity:  Serving  God  in 
our  private  lives  and  public  responsibilities — 
connecting  faith  with  action.”  Manuscripts 
should  be  typed  double-spaced  in  English  and 
shouldn’t  exceed  eight  pages.  Entries  may  be 
mailed  to  the  Section  on  the  Ministry  of  the  La¬ 
ity.  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box 
840,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0840. 

'LISTENING  POST':  The  special 
United  Methodist  Committee  to  Study  Homo¬ 
sexuality  is  setting  up  a  “listening  post”  Aug.  18 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Park 
Ridge,  Ill.  Committee  members  want  to  hear 
from  individuals  and  groups  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  with  information  and  concerns  about  homo¬ 
sexuality.  To  schedule  an  appearance  at  the 
“listening  post,"  write  Committee  to  Study  Ho¬ 
mosexuality,  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
601  W.  Riverview  Ave.,  Dayton,  Ohio  45406. 
The  study  committee  was  authorized  by  the 
1988  General  Conference  to  research  homosex¬ 
uality  from  its  biblical,  theological,  ethical,  sci¬ 
entific  and  social  aspects.  The  committee’s 
findings  are  to  be  reported  to  the  1 992  General 
Conference  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

PENSIONS  FORUM:  The  United 

Methodist  General  Board  of  Pensions  plans  to 
give  the  public  a  forum  July  1 7  to  discuss  issues 
related  to  the  agency’s  responsibilities.  The 
event  at  the  Radisson  Hotel  in  Niagara  Falls, 
N.Y.,  is  to  precede  the  board’s  scheduled  meet¬ 
ing.  To  arrange  a  place  on  the  agenda,  write  the 
Rev.  Allen  M.  Mayes,  Genera!  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions,  1200  Davis  St.,  Evanston,  Ill.  60201. 

OLDER  ADULTS:  Helping  congrega¬ 
tions  plan  ministries  for  older  adults  is  to  be  the 
focus  of  a  national  convocation  on  older  adult 
ministries  Jan.  12-13,  1 99 1 ,  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex¬ 
as.  The  Advisory/Coordinating  Committee  on 
Older  Adult  Ministries  is  organizing  the  convo¬ 
cation.  The  committee  is  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

SOVIET  VISIT:  The  director  of  black 
church  studies  at  United  Methodist-related 
Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Atlanta  is  one  of  several  people  from  the 
U.S.  religious  community  visiting  the  Soviet 
Union  June  16-30  as  delegates  to  the  American 
Center  for  International  Leadership  Emerging 
Leaders  Summit.  The  Rev.  Robert  M.  Franklin 
is  an  elder  in  the  Church  of  God  in  Christ. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMCOR  responds  to  widespread  disasters 
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By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALl 

Associate  Editor 

Severe  weather  has  caused  nat¬ 
ural  disasters  this  year  in  one- 
third  of  the  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  in  the  United 
States,  say  officials  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

And  that  means  United  Meth¬ 
odists  will  be  asked  to  respond 
with  more  money  to  help  with  re¬ 
lief  efforts. 

“It  seems  that  as  one  storm 
ends,  another  storm  pattern  de¬ 
velops,"  said  Ginena  Dulley 
Wills,  speaking  on  the  relief  com¬ 


mittee  hot  line  from  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“In  times  like  these,  how  fortu¬ 
nate  we  are  to  be  a  connectional 
church.” 

The  National  Severe  Storms 
Forecast  Center  has  recorded  at 
least  726  tornados  during  the 
first  six  months  of  1990.  Twisters 
destroyed  property  throughout 
the  South  and  Midwest. 

Heavy  rains  have  caused  rivers 
to  crest  above  the  flood  stage, 
damaging  property  and  killing 
people  (see  related  story  below). 

Lloyd  Rollins,  relief  committee 
executive  secretary  for  emergency 


response,  said  in  each  situation, 
specially  trained  disaster  response 
specialists  from  his  agency  have 
been  meeting  emergency  needs  of 
people  and  addressing  recovery 
and  rehabilitation  needs. 

Areas  affected  include: 

■  North  Central  Jurisdiction, 
where  flooding  and  tornadoes 
have  been  reported  in  Illinois, 
Indiana  and  Ohio.  Funds  from 
Advance  No.  901715-7  will  be 
used  for  the  victims  of  disasters 
in  this  Midwestern  region  and 
for  reconstruction  of  church 
property. 

A  separate  number  has  been 


designated  for  assist  to  victims  in 
Indiana — 901275-8. 

■  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
where  flooding  has  hit  at  least  10 
annual  conferences  covering 
parts  of  Arkansas,  Kansas,  Loui¬ 
siana,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Okla¬ 
homa  and  Texas.  Special  gifts  to 
assist  these  areas  can  be  designat¬ 
ed  to  Advance  No.  901450-7. 

The  general  relief  committee 
number  for  domestic  disasters 
has  been  designated  for  relief  ef¬ 
forts  in  such  areas  as  Limon, 
Colo.,  where  a  tornado  June  5 
destroyed  75  percent  of  the  town. 
The  Advance  No.  is  90 1 670. 


Iran  quake  relief 

The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  has  designated 
Advance  Special  No.  624315-5 
for  victims  of  the  earthquake 
that  shook  Iran  June  20. 

An  estimated  32,000  died. 

The  relief  committee  is  re¬ 
sponding  through  ecumenical 
connections  in  Iran  with  emer¬ 
gency  financial  aid  and  the 
promise  of  assistance  with  mate¬ 
rial  resources. 

DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
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^ea^s'  ProPerty  loss  high  in  Ohio  conferences 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

Tornados  and  heavy  rains  dev¬ 
astated  United  Methodist  fam¬ 
ilies  and  property  earlier  this 
month  in  the  church’s  East  and 
West  Ohio  annual  conferences. 

Tornados  churned  across  sec¬ 
tions  of  Columbus  and  Cincin¬ 
nati  June  2.  Over  the  next  several 
weeks  heavy  rains  and  flooding 
damaged  homes  near  Athens, 
Newark  and  Shadyside. 

Immediately  after  flash  flooding 
June  14  in  Eastern  Ohio  near  Sha¬ 
dyside,  Gov.  Richard  Celeste — an 
active  United  Methodist  layman — 
asked  President  Bush  to  declare  the 
state  a  disaster  area. 

Twenty-two  people  were  killed 
in  the  June  14  flash  floods,  and 
1 1  were  reported  missing. 

The  Rev.  Lawrence  A.  Moffet, 
spokesman  for  the  East  Ohio  con¬ 
ference,  said  victims  near  Shady- 
side  "don’t  need  any  more  food 
and  clothing.” 


“They  need  money  to  help  re 
build  those  areas,”  he  emphasized. 

Other  areas  hit 

In  neighboring  West  Ohio  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  the  Rev.  Robert 
A.  Kramer  Jr.  said  10  church  fam¬ 
ilies  lost  their  homes  near  Newark, 
about  30  miles  northeast  of  Co¬ 
lumbus.  Mr.  Kramer  is  a  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
disaster  response  specialist  and 
pastor  of  Otterbein  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Dayton. 

The  Rev.  Jeffrey  L.  Conrad, 
pastor  of  Marne  (Ohio)  United 
Methodist  Church,  lost  nearly  all 
his  family’s  belongings  when  the 
parsonage  was  damaged.  Ten 
members  of  his  congregation  also 
had  serious  injuries. 

In  eastern  Ohio,  hardest  hit 
among  several  small  communi¬ 
ties  near  the  Ohio  River  and 
Wheeling,  W.Va.,  was  Pipe 
Creek,  Mr.  Moffet  said.  The  Pipe 
Creek  United  Methodist  Church 


building  was  washed  away. 

Although  the  building  was 
swept  away,  the  Cleveland  daily 
newspaper,  "The  Plain  Dealer,” 
said  the  structure  helped  save  the 
lives  of  two  of  the  congregation’s 
16  members:  82-year-old  Velma 
Wallace  and  her  mother,  Myrtle, 
who  is  only  two  months  from  her 


1 00th  birthday.  Rescue  workers 
said  when  the  church  building 
washed  by  the  Wallace  home,  it 
blocked  the  water  and  kept  the 
house  from  flooding, 

“Many  members  of  the  church 
were  swept  away,”  said  Mr.  Mof¬ 
fet.  “There  are  still  people  who 
have  not  been  found.” 

3  ministers  help  victims 

Three  United  Methodist  min¬ 
isters  are  providing  pastoral  care 
to  the  flood  victims. 

Susan  Kay  Young  is  lay  pastor 
of  Pipe  Creek  Church.  Dilles  and 
Old  Wegee  United  Methodist 
churches.  Five  of  her  church 
members  were  killed  in  the  flood. 

Other  ministers  assisting  are 
Donald  J.  Cordery,  lay  pastor  of 
Lancaster  Chapel  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Bridgeport,  and 
the  Rev.  David  A.  Baker,  pastor 
of  Lincoln  Avenue  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Shadyside. 

Mr.  Moffet  said  just  about  ev¬ 


ery  community  in  the  area 
around  Shadyside  has  a  United 
Methodist  church, “so  United 
Methodists  are  giving  great  sup¬ 
port  in  the  relief  efforts.” 

At  Lincoln  Avenue  UMC,  vol¬ 
unteers  worked  around  the  clock 
to  feed  National  Guardsmen  and 
rescue  workers.  Mr.  Moffet  said 
the  church  has  organized  five 
other  local  churches  in  collecting 
clothing  and  supplies. 

During  the  opening  session  of 
the  East  Ohio  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  at  Lakeside,  Ohio,  some  200 
miles  from  the  flooding,  “the 
first  thing  delegates  did  was  to 
have  a  session  of  prayer  for  the 
families  and  the  workers  of  Sha¬ 
dyside,”  said  Mr.  Moffett. 

United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  in  the  East  Ohio  conference 
collected  a  special  flood-relief  of¬ 
fering  June  20,  he  said.  Another 
conferencewide  offering  is  to  be 
collected  July  1. 

DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
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UM  Rural  Fellowship  will  celebrate  a  ' Jubilee ' 

By  DON  DONATO  rural  church.”  said  Mr.  West  m  hdn  th.  _  _ 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

The  service  stations,  the  hard¬ 
ware  stores,  the  post  offices  and 
even  the  schools  are  leaving  rural 
communities. 

But  United  Methodist  churches 
remain. 

Those  little  congregations  are 
the  backbone  of  America’s  smaller 
communities,  which  are  mainstays 
of  U.S.  food  production,  sources 
of  energy,  recipients  of  toxic  waste 
and  sites  of  nuclear-powered  elec¬ 
tric  generating  plants,  said  the 
Rev.  Melvin  E.  West  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship. 

The  fellowship  is  to  celebrate 
the  United  Methodist  ministry  to 
rural  communities  at  a  once-ev- 


sSfc 


_ 

Melvin  West 

. .  .fellowship  leader 

ery-four-years  “Jubilee”  Aug.  17- 
19  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

”We’ll  celebrate  50  years  of  the 
Rural  Fellowship  and  the  exis¬ 
tence  of  rural  churches  and  plan 
for  the  continued  existence  of  the 


rural  church,”  said  Mr.  West. 
Rural  Fellowship  field  represen¬ 
tative. 

The  Jubilee,  open  to  all,  is  to  in¬ 
clude  worship,  workshops,  “histori¬ 
cal  vignettes,”  singing  and 
multimedia  presentations  about  ru¬ 
ral  churches  and  their  impact  upon 
American  life,  Mr.  West  said. 

Most  churches  are  rural 

“A  lot  of  people  don’t  realize 
that  most  of  our  more  than  37,000 
United  Methodist  churches  are 
small  and  rural,”  he  said. 

Mr.  West  describes  these  rural 
congregations  as  “27,000  small 
churches  spread  across  the  coun¬ 
try  like  freckles  on  the  face  of  an 
Irish  lad  in  summer.” 

Jubilee  workshops  are  intend¬ 


ed  to  help  enhance  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  rural  churches,  Mr.  West 
said. 

Continuing-education  units  are 
offered  for  pastors  who  participate 
in  workshops  on  ‘-‘the  whole  rural 
crisis  phenomenon” — decreasing 
population,  poverty,  drugs  and  al¬ 
cohol  abuse,  Mr.  West  added. 

For  rural  participants,  Mr. 
West  said,  “the  highlight  of  the 
Jubilee  will  be  the  fellowship: 
touching  base  with  people  and 
realizing  that  we’re  all  in  this  to¬ 
gether  all  across  the  country.” 

Mr.  West  said,  “Urban  people 
have  their  garage  sales,  but  auc¬ 
tions  are  basically  rural.  We’ll 
have  one  with  things  like  cheese 
from  Wisconsin,  pecans  from  Tex¬ 
as  and  handwork  reflecting  the 


Guide  issues  challenge  on  agriculture  policies 


A  “challenging”  study  guide  is 
one  ministry  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Rural  Fellowship. 

“U.S.  Agriculture  and  Rural 
Communities  in  Crisis”  is  a  six- 
lesson  study  for  “rural,  urban 
and  suburban  churches.”  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  author,  the  Rev.  Mel¬ 
vin  E.  West. 

Mr.  West,  a  retired  United 
Methodist  clergyman,  is  field 
representative  for  the  Rural  Fel¬ 
lowship.  The  group  is  dedicated 
to  enriching  and  preserving  rural 
life  through  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 


The  study  guide  was  written, 
with  assistance  from  many  peo¬ 
ple,  “to  challenge  Americans  to 
think  theologically  about  how 
U.S.  agricultural  practices  and 
policies  affect  people  here  and  in 
other  countries”  and  “what  our 
responsibilities  might  be  global¬ 
ly”  in  that  regard,  Mr.  West  said. 

The  first  printing  of  300  books 
sold  out  this  spring,  Mr.  West 
said.  A  second  printing  of  500  of 
the  $5  books  is  available  from 
the  fellowship,  108  Balow  Wynd, 
Columbia,  Mo.  65203. 

The  study  guide  includes  quota¬ 


tions  about  caring  for  the  earth,  the 
rural  crises,  global  injustice  in  land 
and  resource  use,  and  unequal  dis¬ 
tribution  of  wealth  and  food. 

Study  participants  are  chal¬ 
lenged  to  consider  issues  of  op¬ 
pression  in  rural  communities  and 
in  the  world  in  light  of  specific 
scriptural  passages,  Mr.  West  said. 

A  central  thesis  of  the  study 
guide  is  that  “the  earth  is  God’s 
and  we  are  merely  stewards  or 
caretakers  of  it  along  with  all  other 
life  on  earth,”  Mr.  West  said.  That 
thesis  is  based  on  Leviticus  25. 

—DON  DONATO 


U.S.  AGRICULTURE 
AND  RURAL  COMMUNITIES 
IN  CRISIS 


—  Six-Session  Study 
For  Rural,  Urban 
and  Sub-Urban 
Churches 


gifts  and  graces  of  people  from 
various  parts  of  the  country.” 

Money  from  the  auction  goes 
to  Rural  Fellowship  projects,  he 
said. 

The  fellowship  has  chapters  in 
25  annual  conferences  and  at 
four  educational  institutions: 
Drew  University,  The  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio, 
United  Theological  Seminary 
and  Vanderbilt  University. 

Involves  networking 

The  fellowship's  ministry  in¬ 
volves  networking  among  church 
agencies,  helping  file  petitions  to 
General  Conference  (the  top  rule- 
making  body  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church),  training  people  to 
understand  the  United  Methodist 
legislative  process,  and  advocating 
activities  such  as  support  for  co¬ 
operative-parish1  ministries,  Mr. 
West  said. 

The  fellowship’s  50-year-old 
“Bulletin"  newsletter  is  a  prima¬ 
ry  way  the  organization  tells 
about  mission  work,  including 
the  Heifer  Project  and  Habitat 
for  Humanity. 

The  United  Methodist  Rural 
Fellowship  has  also  published  a 
theologically  based  Sunday 
school/small  group  study  guide, 
said  Mr.  West,  the  author  of  the 
book  (see  related  story  elsewhere 
on  this  page). 


DISCOVER  PEOPLE  WHO 
ARE  CHANGING  THE  WORLD 


We  invite  you  to  watch  Catch  the  Spirit  and  see  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  working  today  through  United  Methodists  worldwide. 

Catch  the  Spirit  is  telecast  weekly  over  these  satellite  networks  as 
well  as  a  number  of  local  cable  and  broadcast  television  oudets: 


ision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network 
(Satcom  3R,  Transponder  5) 

Tuesday,  7:30  pm  ET 
Wednesday,  2:30  pm  ET 
Thursday,  9:00  am  ET 

CTHA-Catholic  Telecommunications  Network  of 
America 

(Weststar  5,  Transponder  1 3) 

Monday,  1:30  pm  ET  and  locally 
scheduled  times 

To  find  whether  Catch  the  Spirit  is  available  in  your  area, 
contact  your  loraJ  cable  system. 

For  additional  information  you  may  write: 


ACTS -American  Christian  Television  System 
(Galaxy  HI,  Transponder  7) 

Sunday,  1 1:00  am  ET 
Thursday,  10:00  am  ET 
Friday,  1:00  pm  &  7:00  pm  ET 

A  VN- Alternate  View  Network 
(Satcom  3,  Transponder  12) 

Sunday,  7:30  am  ET 

Catch  the  Spirit 

([the  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

P.O.  Box  320  •  Nashville,  TN  37202-0320 


Western  Pennsylvania  conference 
adopts  homosexuality  definition 


From  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 

The  Western  Pennsylvania  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  has  apparently  be¬ 
come  the  first  of  the  72  United 
Methodist  regional  bodies  in  the 
United  States  to  adopt  specific 
wording  to  try  to  define  who  is  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  church’s  ban  on  ordina¬ 
tion  of  homosexuals. 

The  781  clergy  members  of  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  conference 
voted  June  1 4  that  people  who  “ver¬ 
bally  acknowledge  themselves,  to  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  to  be 
emotionally,  mentally,  spiritually  or 
physically  practicing  as  a  homosex¬ 
ual”  are  to  be  considered  "self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals." 

The  denomination’s  book  of 
laws,  the  Book  of  Discipline  (Para¬ 
graph  402.2),  bans  “self-avowed 
practicing”  homosexuals  from  the 
ordained  ministry. 

In  1984,  the  United  Methodist 
Judicial  Council,  the  denomina¬ 


tion’s  supreme  court,  ruled  that  the 
ban  doesn’t  violate  the  church  con¬ 
stitution. 

Later  the  council  said  its  ruling 
“does  not  attempt  to  define  the 
term  ’self-avowed  practicing  homo¬ 
sexual’  nor  does  it  limit  the  judg¬ 
ment  to  be  exercised  by  an  annual 
conference  as  to  its  understanding 
of  the  term  and  its  application  of 
the  term  in  a  specific  case.” 

The  Rev.  J.  Richard  Yeager  of 
the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  in 
Nashville  said,  “As  far  as  1  know 
this  [Western  Pennsylvania]  is  the 
first  such  vote.  We’U  just  have  to 
wait  to  see  if  it  clarifies  or  muddies 
the  waters.” 

Mr.  Yeager,  director  of  evalua¬ 
tion  and  continuing  education  for 
the  board's  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  said,  “Other  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  boards  of  ordained 
ministry  have  had  conversations 
about  the  issue,  of  course,  but  they 


have  stayed  with  the  language  of  the 
Book  of  Discipline." 

The  special  United  Methodist  com¬ 
mittee  conducting  a  four-year  church- 
wide  study  of  homosexuality  has 
adopted  no  precise  definitions  of 
“self-avowed  practicing  homosexual.” 

The  Rev.  Nancy  S.  Yamasaki  of 
Spokane,  Wash.,  chairwoman  of 
that  committee,  said,  “We  haven’t 
finished  formulating  a  definition. 

“I  think  our  understanding  is  that 
we  are  not  yet  at  a  point  in  our 
study  of  homosexuality  to  be  able  to 
do  that.” 

The  Rev.  John  W.  Aupperle,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Greenburg,  Pa.,  a 
member  of  the  task  force  that  per¬ 
fected  the  statement  for  the  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  conference,  said 
the  five-person  group  read  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  rulings  as  putting  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  definition  in  the 
hands  of  annual  conference  boards 
of  ordained  ministry. 
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Life  is  Now! 


Editor’s  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week’s  column  is 
written  by  Dr.  Kirby  Vining,  Acadiana  District  Superintendent  and 
Dean  of  the  Cabinet. 

Last  fall  a  university  professor  shared  with  me  a  devotional  he  had 
used  in  his  Sunday  School  class.  Let  me  share  it  with  you: 

“I  had  looked  forward  to  getting  together  with  my  fellow 
teachers  in  the  faculty  lounge  following  our  first  day  of  classes 
last  semester.  But  something  troubled  me  about  our 
conversations.  One  colleague  said,  ‘Bill  and  I  plan  a  much  longer 
vacation  next  summer.’  Another  replied,  ‘I’m  going  to  take  an 
even  longer  one!’  ‘George  and  I  are  retiring  at  the  end  of  this 
school  year,  and  we  can  hardly  wait,’  said  another.  To  this  I 
added  my  plans  for  a  long  waited  cruise  to  Alaska. 

“I  left  the  faculty  room  strangely  depressed,  and  not  really 
understanding  why.  All  of  our  futures  seemed  so  exciting.  What 
was  the  matter  with  me?  I  looked  up,  and  suddenly  I  knew.  It  was 
a  stunningly  beautiful,  crisp  September  day.  It  was  a  wonderful 
day  right  then,  but  all  of  us  had  been  missing  it  by  pinning  our 
hopes  to  the  future.  Then  a  favorite  saying  of  my  father’s  came 
back  to  me:  ‘Today  is  the  tomorrow  I  looked  forward  to  yesterday, 
and  I  am  enjoying  every  minute  of  it.’  ” 

Could  this  be  what  Jesus  had  in  mind  when  he  told  us  to  “take  no 
thought  for  the  morrow;  for  the  morrow  shall  take  thought  for  the 
things  of  itself?” 

Is  this  what  the  Psalmist  meant  when  he  affirmed:  “This  is  the  day 
which  the  Lord  has  made;  we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it.” 

We  seem  to  forget  that  life  is  the  first  and  greatest  gift  God  gives  us, 
and  it  it  His  gift  to  all.  Yet,  when  God  gives  us  life  we  never  really  know 
how  much  time  we  will  have  to  live  and  use  that  life.  And  we*spend  it 
waiting  to  live,  always  getting  ready  to  live,  always  hoping  for  better 
conditions  for  living,  always  looking  for  life  around  the  next  corner. 

Let  us  learn  to  celebrate  the  “Now.”  God  has  given  us  the  present 
moment.  Life  is  now!  It  will  not  come  to  us  on  some  tomorrow,  or 
around  the  next  corner,  or  under  different  circumstances.  It  is  now,  and 
it  must  be  lived  as  we  go  along. 

It  was  Thoreau  who,  in  his  book,  “Walden,”  said:  “I  do  not  want  to 
come  to  the  time  of  death  and  discover  that  I  have  not  lived  what  is 
truly  life.”  Come  to  think  of  it,  I  do  not  want  that  either. 


Words  are  inadequate  to  fully 
express  to  you,  the  Clergy  and  Laity 
of  this  Conference,  our  appreciation 
for  your  many  best  wishes  to  us 
upon  our  retirement.  Your  letters, 
gifts,  and  the  marvelous  retirement 


celebration  at  the  beginning  of 
Annual  Conference  will  be  long 
remembered. 

Thank  you  so  much 

Peggy  and  Harvey  Williamson 


i — Persons-Churches  -Events 


The  Louisiana  Conference 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 

recently  held  a  seminar  entitled, 
“RACISNj  —  The  Unfinished 
Agenda  of  Our  Great  Church"  at 
First  UMC  in  Alexandria.  Dr. 
Robert  Williams,  Chair  of 
Sociology  and  Criminal  Justice  at 
Southern  University,  was  guest 
speaker  for  the  event.  His  message, 
"The  Eleventh  Hour,”  addressed 
discrimination  that  is  still  experi¬ 
enced.  A  panel,  comprised  of  two 
ministers  serving  in  the  Conference, 
along  with  a  Louisiana  educator,  re¬ 
sponded  to  his  remarks.  Making  up 
the  panel  were  Rev.  Isiah  Lee,  Rev. 
Alfred  Bakewell,  and  Pamala  Sauls- 
berry.  Following  the  seminar.  Rev. 
McKinley  Franklin.  Chairperson  of 
the  Conference  Commission,  con¬ 
ducted  a  brief  meeting. 

*  *  * 

The  Lafon  Nursing  Home 
Auxiliary  held  its  Quarterly 
Meeting  on  June  9  at  First  Street 
UMC  in  New  Orleans.  The  purpose 
of  the  meeting  was  to  discuss  ways 
to  assist  in  the  total  well-being  of 
Lafon  residents  through  actions  of 
Christian  service.  Members  of  all 
denominations  are  invited  to  join 
the  auxiliary.  The  group’s  luncheon 
fashion  show  will  be  held 
September  8,  1990  at  the  Bayou 
Plaza  Hotel.  This  year’s  theme  will 
be  “1990  FASHIONS  ON 
PARADE.”  Myraline  Jamison  is 
president  of  the  Auxiliary  and 
Edward  J.  Lang  is  Administrator  of 
Lafon  Home. 

*  *  * 


On  Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday, 
the  youth  of  Jefferson  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  conducted  the  entire 
worship  service.  Julie  Betz,  Meg 
Roberts,  and  Michelle  Watson 
served  as  liturgical  dancers  under 
the  direction  of  Rosalie  Branigan. 
Richie  Adams  and  Heather  Dove, 
along  with  several  other  youth, 
directed  the  congregation  in  the 
order  of  worship.  The  message  for 
the  day  was  “Blue  Apples.”  Rev. 
William  E.  “Wishy”  Nolan  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Following  the  morning  worship 
service  June  17,  the  congregation  of 
First  UMC  in  Many  held  a 
dedication  service  for  the  R. 
Marion  Tannehill  Memorial 
Window.  The  beautiful  stain  glass 
cross  was  commissioned  by  the 
Tannehill  Family  and  was  recently 
installed  in  the  church  parlor.  The 
window  was  purchased  with 
memorials  given  to  the  church  by 
the  congregation  and  the  Tannehill 
Family.  Mr.  Tannehill  was  a  long 
time  member  of  First  Church.  Rev. 
Larry  D.  Norman  is  pastor. 

*  •  * 

The  Taste  Treat,  sponsored  by 
the  UMW  and  UMM  of  McGuire 
UMC  in  West  Monroe,  was  a 
tremendous  success.  Nearly  $2,400 
was  raised  during  this  one  day 
event.  Money  raised  is  to  be  used 
toward  the  purchase  of  the  new 
organ.  Rev.  Michael  D.  McLaurin 
is  pastor. 


Dulac  Community  Center 
Announces  Groundbreaking  Ceremonies 

After  having  opened  bids  for  a  new  building,  Dulac  Community  Center 
has  scheduled  ground  breaking  ceremonies  Sunday,  July  15,  1990.  The 
ceremonies  will  begin  at  6  p.m. 

The  new  building  will  replace  the  old  building  destroyed  by  Hurricane 
Juan  in  1985.  The  project  is  being  funded  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

You  are  invited  to  attended  this  significant  event  in  the  life  of  Dulac. 
Gary  Grand  is  Chairperson  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  Mary  Bergeron 
is  Interim  Director. 


Pastors'  Schools  resumes  July  9 

"Empowering  Laity  for  Ministry”  is  this  year’s  theme  for  the 
Conference’s  Pastors'  School  which  is  scheduled  July  9-12  at  Centenary 
College. 

As  the  theme  suggests,  the  purpose  of  this  year’s  school  is  to  strengthen 
awareness  of  the  general  calling  to  ministry  of  the  laity  as  a  response  to 
baptism.  The  school  will  offer  ordained  ministers  channels  of  opportunity 
in  the  overseeing  and  guiding  of  laity,  as  together  clergy  and  laity  seek  to 
fulfill  their  calling  as  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ  in  and  for  the  world. 

Guest  faculty  include:  Dr.  Stanley  J.  Menking,  Rev.  Bob  Gardenhire. 
Dr.  Cornelius  Henderson,  and  Dr.  Tom  Matheny. 

Registration  begins  Monday,  July  9  at  10  a.m.  The  school  concludes 
Thursday,  July  12  with  worship  and  communion. 

Rev.  J.  Van  Dickens  is  Dean;  Rev.  Doug  Cain  is  Associate  Dean;  and 
Rev.  Isiah  Lee  is  Registrar. 


und  the  Conference 


ACTIVE  GROUP  —  Two  youth  choirs  from  Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston  recently 
returned  from  their  annual  spring  tour.  This  year's  tour  took  45  youth  to 
Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas,  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  Germantown,  Tennessee. 
"New  Vibrations,"  under  the  direction  of  Pam  Emory,  rang  several  bell 
selections  to  open  the  concerts.  "Spirit  Wind,"  directed  by  Micky  Cloud, 
performed  the  musical  "Present  Tense,"  a  musical  dealing  with  the 
problems  and  pressures  teenagers  face  today.  Rev.  George  Duerson  is 
pastor. 


SOONER  OR  LATER  —  After  a  long  delay  due  to  weather  conditions  and 
transportation  difficulties,  these  30  UMW  representing  the  districts  of 
Lake  Charles,  Alexandria,  and  Shreveport,  were  able  to  arrive  at  the  UMW 
National  Assembly  which  was  recently  held  in  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 


CjETS  FIRST  RATE  TOUR  —  Rev.  Robert  Peterson  and  several  members  of 
First  UMC,  Kenner,  recently  visited  MacDonell  United  Methodist 
Children's  Services  in  Houma.  President  G.  ).  "Jerry"  Bridges  gave  the 
group  a  personal  tour  of  the  residential  treatment  facility  which  houses  36 
children. 


RECENT  PURCHASE  —  St.  Francisville  UMC  recently  purchased  the  home 
and  property  known  as  the  "Robb  House"  which  is  located  adjacent  to  the 
church's  property  on  Royal  Street  in  St.  Francisville.  Rev.  Harold  Babin, 
pastor,  is  extremely  pleased  with  the  new  purchase. 


HAPPY  CAMPERS  —  Pictured  are  some  of  the  campers  of  Chapter  15  of 
the  National  Camping  Methodist  who  camped  at  Cajun  Campground  in 
Eunice  May  18,  19,  and  20.  A  great  time  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Sunday 
worship  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Nathan  Avant.  Other  activities 
are  planned  for  the  near  future. 


DREAM  COME  TRUE  —  In  1988  the  Fellowship  Sunday  School  Class  of 
First  UMC  in  West  Monroe  had  a  dream  to  purchase  a  new  bus.  The  group 
enjoys  traveling,  but  were  never  able  to  travel  together.  Through  countless 
fund  raisers  and  a  determination,  the  group  was  able  to  purchase  the  new 
bus  and  pay  for  it  in  less  than  two  years.  This  class  now  realizes  that 
dreams  really  do  come  true. 


MEMORABLE  OCCASION  —  June  11-15  was  a  wonderful  week  for 
Maplewood  UMC  in  Sulphur.  This  year's  theme  was  "How  People  Lived  in 
Biblical  Times."  Over  fifty  children  attended.  A  special  highlight  of  the 
week  was  Joan  Beck,  coming  to  make  bread  with  the  children  and  sharing 
how  bread  was  made  in  Jesus'  time.  Pictured  are:  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs, 
Sue  Weinreich,  director  of  the  school,  and  Mrs.  Beck  showing  the  finished 
bread  to  the  children. 


BACK  HOME  —  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Carlos  (Saroj)  Welch,  United  Methodist 
missionaries  to  India,  were  recent  visitors  to  Lakeview  UMC  in  Shreveport. 
Dr.  Welch,  a  native  of  Natchitoches,  and  his  wife,  a  native  of  India, 
founded  the  Manaw  Vibus  Kencha  Counseling  Center  at  The  United 
Theological  College  which  has  now  expanded  its  work  beyond  the  student 
population  to  include  enrichment  programs  for  other  age  groups.  The 
Welches  also  help  teach  in  a  ten  month  in-service  training  program  for 
students.  In  the  city  of  Bangalore,  the  Welches  are  active  in  mental  health 
and  psychiatric  rehabilitation  programs.  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain  is  pastor  of 
Lakeview. 
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Editorial -  -  .. 

Dealing  with  dissension 


Eyebrow  raisers! 

That’s  an  apt  way  to  describe  re¬ 
cent  actions  by  some  mainline 
Christian  leaders  and  groups  to  deal 
with  dissension  in  their  ranks. 

Item:  Cardinal  John  O'Connor  of 
New  York  publicly  warned  Roman 
Catholic  politicians  who  take  a  “pro- 
choice"  stand  on  abortion  that  they 
“are  at  risk  of  excommunication." 

Item:  Southern  Baptist  leaders  is¬ 
sued  an  ultimatum  to  top  staff 
members  of  their  church's  official, 
but  scrupulously  fair  news  service: 
"Resign  o-  be  dealt  with  harshly.” 

Item:  The  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
took  steps  to  end  ties  with  special 
interest  groups,  including  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  most  vocal  dissidents. 

There  is  a  clear  need  for  Chris¬ 
tian  bodies  to  set  norms  of  belief 
and  conduct  for  their  members. 

Such  norms  are  essential  for  un¬ 
derstanding,  implementing  and  as¬ 
sessing  the  witness  of  both  a  group's 
members  and  the  group  itself. 

A  fine  but  vital  line  exists,  howev¬ 
er,  between  upholding  needed  norms 
and  squelching  responsible  dissent. 

We  fear  that  this  line  has  been 
breached  in  the  instances  cited 


above  via  efforts  to  stifle  or  cut  off 
opposing  points  of  view. 

For  both  biblical  and  practical 
reasons,  all  Christians  should  be 
concerned  when  that  happens. 

First,  muting  dissent — or  percep¬ 
tions  of  such — widens  an  already 
distressing  gap  between  church 
leaders  and  their  constituents  that 
cuts  across  denominational  lines. 

Efforts  to  blunt  opposing  view¬ 
points  reinforce  a  negative  image  of 
church  leaders  as  being  more  con¬ 
cerned  with  acquiring  or  protecting 
power  than  with  enabling  .Christ’s 
followers  to  live  out  the  Gospel. 

Second,  attempts  to  muzzle  dis¬ 
comfiting  voices  betray  the  church’s 
experience  at  Pentecost  (Acts  2). 

Our  earliest  Christian  ancestors 
discovered  that  their  diversity  was 
an  amazing  source  of  spiritual  pow¬ 
er,  that  is,  a  rich  means  for  discern¬ 
ing  and  expressing  the  will  of  God. 

We  should  not  seek  to  create  dis¬ 
unity  among  members  of  the  church. 
But  where  divisions  exist,  we  should 
work  through  them  constructively. 
We  in  the  20th  century  church  are  the 
poorer  any  time  responsible,  truth¬ 
seeking  sisters  and  brothers  in  Christ 
are  denied  voice  in  the  family  of  faith. 


At  Pentecost,  our  Christian  ancestors  discovered  that  their  diversity 
was  an  amazing  source  of  spiritual  power.  We  should  be  concerned, 
therefore,  when  dissent  within  the  church  is  muted  or  stifled. 


As  Christians,  we  should  "include" 
such  people  by  remembering  them  in 
prayer  and  by  urging  their  respective 
church  leaders  to  reconsider  actions 
that  would  deny  them  inclusion. 

We  also  should  be  alert  to  the 
possibility  that  there’s  a  log  in  our 
own  eye  concerning  dissent  in  our 


mjdst.  In  that  regard,  we  should  ask 
ourselves  the  following  questions: 

Are  there  ways,  unconsciously  or 
unintentionally,  thqt  we  might  be 
stilling  differing  points  of  view? 

How  are  we  using  the  expression 
of  contrasting  viewpoints  as  a  means 
of  discerning  the  will  of  God? 


Letters  to  the  ^rUt^r 

Let's  be  clear  about  the  status  of  Jerusalem 


As  a  Christian  who  lived,  worked 
and  studied  in  Jerusalem  for  10 
years,  I  found  the  recent  article  by 
the  Rev.  Andrew  C.  Noxon  head¬ 
lined,  “We  should  promote  an 
‘open’  Jerusalem,"  to  be  alarmingly 
inaccurate  (see  UMR,  June  1 5). 

In  a  recent  court  decision,  the  Israe¬ 
li  Supreme  Court  decided  to  make  ab¬ 
solutely  certain  that  Jerusalem  would 
preserve  religious  freedom  and  the 
historical  character  of  the  Old  City. 
Today  Jerusalem  is  an  open  city  to 
Muslims,  Christians  and  Jews. 

If  anything,  we  witness  the  desire 
of  the  Israeli  courts  to  preserve  the 
openness  of  the  city  at  the  expense 
of  the  Jew  ish  people.  In  my  10  years 
experience  in  Jerusalem,  1  saw  a 
mayor  like  Teddy  Kollek  fight  hard 
for  Muslims,  Christians  and  Jews  to 
live  together  in  peace. 

In  principle.  I  do  not  accept  the 
recent  Israeli  court  decision  because 
it  says  that  Jews  cannot  settle — or 
resettle  — in  a  section  of  Jerusalem. 
However  in  the  spirit  of  keeping 
peace  with  one’s  neighbor,  it  was 
the  only  decision  to  make. 

As  United  Methodists,  we  long 
for  world  peace.  Sometimes  in  that 
great  quest  the  true  issues  and  val¬ 
ues  of  peace  become  distorted  in 
the  rhetoric  of  political  double  talk. 

Little  can  be  gained  by  violence 
and  by  a  continual  state  of  war. 
Much  can  be  gained  by  communica¬ 
tion.  compromise  and  diplomacy. 

Brad  H.  Young 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


Criticism  distorted 

The  Rev.  Andrew  C.  Noxon’s  June 
15  criticism  of  supporters  of  a  uni¬ 
fied  Jerusalem  as  the  capital  of  Israel 
reeks  of  distorted  politics,  poor  bibli¬ 
cal  understanding,  and  confused 
thinking  about  how  to  bring  about 
peace  in  the  Middle  East. 

His  statement  that  political  can¬ 
didates  want  the  American  embas¬ 
sy  moved  to  Jerusalem  in  order  to 
garner  Jewish  votes  and  funds  is 
outrageous  and  perhaps  reflects  his 
own  mindset  about  those  who  dis¬ 
agree  with  him.  Is  one  to  assume, 
by  his  logic,  that  politicians  who 
agree  with  his  views  do  so  only  for 
his  vote  and  money? 

For  3,000  years,  Jerusalem  was  a 
single  and  united  city,  except  for  19 
years  ( 1 948-67)  when  the  Jordanians 
occupied  it.  denying  the  right  of  Jews 
and  Christians  to  worship  at  their  re¬ 
ligious  sites.  In  fact,  they  prevented 
the  building  of  any  new  churches  and 
desecrated  Jewish  synagogues. 

Freedom  of  access  to  all  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem’s  religious  sites  came  only  with 
the  Israelis  in  1967,  who  permitted 
the  building  of  some  20  new  churches. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  in  no  Arab  coun¬ 
tries  do  Christians,  Jews.  Copts,  Bahai 
and  even  Arabs  enjoy  the  religious 
freedom  that  they  do  in  Israel. 

Philip  Perlmutter 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

What  an  inane  decision 

I  read  in  the  May  25  issue  of  the 
Reporter  an  article  dealing  with  a 


proclamation  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  calling  for  U  S. 
Christians  to  refrain  from  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  500th  anniversary  in  1992 
of  the  discovery  of  America. 

I  have  witnessed  some  inane  works 
of  the  National  and  World  Council 
of  Churches  but  this  is  the  ultimate 
in  featherbrained  decisions. 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Chickasaw 
tribe  and  I  have  not  the  slightest  bit 
of  resentment  against  Senor  Colum¬ 
bus  for  making  this  discovery. 

In  fact,  I  appreciate  his  part  in 
moving  us  out  of  teepees  and  improv¬ 
ing  our  modes  of  travel’  from  foot  and 
canoe  to  autos  and  paddle  boats — 
horses  were  introduced  by  Spanish  ex¬ 
plorers. 

1  wonder  if  the  Rev.  George  Tinker 
is  so  naive  as  to  assume  that  the 
Osage  lands  were  given  to  them  as  a 
gift  from  the  Creator.  I  have  little 
knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  Osage 
Tribe  but  I  suspect  that  they  were  no 
different  from  the  other  tribes  and 
took  and  held  their  original  tribal 
lands  from  a  smaller  or  weaker  tribe. 

Fred  B.  Jones  Jr. 

Ardmore,  Oklahoma 

Your  report  was  biased 

1  find  your  reporting  biased  and 
slanted  by  the  way  that  things  are 
presented  and  by  what  is  highlight¬ 
ed  or  given  importance  in  stories 
and  in  headlines. 

In  your  reporting  of  statistics  on 
the  inclusive  language  survey  (see 
UMR,  June  1),  for  example,  over  73 


percent  of  clergy  people  are  shown 
to  be  in  favor  of  the  use  of  inclusive 
language  when  referring  to  people 
in  worship  and  over  44  percent  are 
in  favor  of  inclusive  language  when 
referring  to  God. 

You  don’t  mention  the  clergy  re¬ 
sponse  until  the  16th  paragraph  of 
the  story.  You  don’t  write  any  head-' 
lines  and  you  don’t  even  indicate 
the  statistics  in  the  story.  Your 
wording  is  that  “twice  the  percent¬ 
age  of  clergy  members  as  laypeople 
favor  using  inclusive  language  for 
humans  and  God.” 

Is  it  significant  that  those  most 
involved  in\the  planning  of  worship 
and  the  study  of  the  issues  of  inclu¬ 
sive  language  are  most  in  favor  of 
these  changes?  I  think  so. 

Another  very  important  point  that 
you  leave  out  in  your  reporting  is 
that  every  person — clergy  or  lay — 
who  indicated  an  openness  for  inclu¬ 
sive  language  has  made  a  change  in 
their  thinking  or  has  moved  away 
from  the  accepted  way  or  the  way 
that  they  were  raised  and  adopted  a 
new  way  of  relating  to  language. 

Your  headline,  “2  of  3  readers  pre¬ 
fer  traditional  language  for  God," 
also  could  have  read,  “  I  out  of  3  re¬ 
sponding  have  changed  their  way  of 
thinking  about  sexist  language.” 

My  point  is  that  editorializing 
doesn't  just  happen  under  a  byline. 
It  happens  in  presentation  and  fo¬ 
cus  of  material  as  well. 

Rose  Gander 
Ingram,  Texas 


Faithfully  yours 


What  message  might  your ' voice  from  pasf  give ? 


I  answered  the  phone  in  my  usual 
way  by  giving  my  name. 

"Hello,  John  I 
Lovelace,”  came 
the  response. 

"This  is  a  voice  | 
out  of  your  past.” 

Before  I  could  I 

identify  i),  the  H  _ 

voice  continued:  |ohn  Lovelace 

"This  is  Sam  Young  in  Nashville. 
Just  wanted  to  call  and  chat  for  a 
minute.” 

It's  always  a  pleasure  to  chat  with 
Sam  Young,  better  known  as  the 
Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young. 

As  editor  of  two  hymnals — one  in 
1964,  the  other  in  1989 — he  has 
had  enormous  impact  on  United 
Methodist  music  during  the  last 


third  of  this  century. 

As  our'call  ended,  1  wondered: 
What  other  voices  out  of  the  past 
would  I  like  to  hear  if  I  could? 

Among  my  answers: 

■  The  compelling  sermons  of  the 
Rev.  J.  Ellsworth  Kalas.  Retired  from 
a  major  pulpit  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
Ellsworth  is  still  preaching,  both  live 
and  via  videotape  in  the  "Disciple” 
Bible  study  series.  My  family  and  I 
heard  him  with  great  benefit  as  our 
pastor  some  30  years  ago. 

■  The  vibrant  hymn  singing  of 
my  late  father.  True  Lovelace  could 
put  as  much  conviction  as  anyone  I 
ever  heard  into  a  declarative  hymn 
like  “All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus’ 
Name." 

■  The  bangy  self-taught  piano 


playing  of  my  maternal  grandmoth¬ 
er  accompanying  her  own  singing  of 
a  simple  hymn  of  faith  like  “Sun  of 
My  Soul.” 

■  The  velvety  sumptuousness  of 
Metropolitan  Opera  superstar  and 
longtime  Methodist  Leontyne  Price 
giving  dignity  and  substance  to  a 
spiritual  like  "Honor,  honor,  unto 
the  dying  lamb." 

■  The  unreal  perfection  of  the 
Robert  Shaw  Chorale  singing  great 
music  of  the  Christian  tradition  like 
the  "Hallelujah  Choruses”  of  both 
Handel  and  Beethoven  and  the  be¬ 
guiling  “How  Lovely  Is  Thy  Dwell¬ 
ing  Place"  by  Brahms. 

As  I  made  my  mental  list,  some¬ 
thing  else  hit  me:  It  isn’t  just  the 
voices  that  I  would  like  to  hear  for 


their  sentimental,  emotional  or 
spiritual  value,  nor  even  the  music 
that  enlivened  their  words. 

It’s  also  the  message  that  I  asso¬ 
ciate  with  those  voices  that  I  would 
like  to  hear  again,  messages  of  un¬ 
ending  value  and  inspiration. 

For  whom  might  yours  be  “a 
voice  out  of  the  past?"  What  mes¬ 
sage  of  value  would  anyone  asso¬ 
ciate  with  your  voice?  Or  your  life? 

— JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Mr.  Lovelace  is  Managing  Editor 
of  the  Reporter. 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Proverbs  12:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  9 

Monday:  Psalms  123 
Tuesday:  Psalms  124 
Wednesday:  Exodus  1:6-14 
Thursday:  Exodus  1:22-2:10 
Friday:  Matthew  11:7-19 
Saturday:  Matthew  1 1:25-30 
Sunday:  Romans  7:14-25a 


Here  I  Stand=== 
'Tie  Me  Up,  Tie  Me  Down ' 
shows  need  for  COSROW 


By  TIMOTHY  McLEMORE 

Just  as  1  was  beginning  to  think 
that  the  idea  of  a  church-related 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  (COSROW)  might  be  a 
bit  antiquated,  the  morning  news 
jarred  me  back  to  reality. 

It  seems  that  Spanish  movie  direc¬ 
tor  Pedro  Almodovar’s  latest  film, 
“Tie  Me  Up,  Tie  Me  Down,”  has 
been  deemed  suitable  for  recom¬ 
mendation  by  a  professor  of  film  at 
a  United  Methodist-related  school. 

In  a  recent  public  radio  film  re¬ 
view,  Prof.  Don  Pasquella  of  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University  voiced 
some  concerns  about  "Tie  Me  Up.” 
But  he  apparently  believes  the  over¬ 
all  plot  is  at  least  tolerable. 

The  film,  which  originally  received 
an  “X”  rating,  was  released  as  unrat¬ 
ed  in  order  to  circumvent  the  stigma 
associated  with  X-rated  movies. 

According  to  the  review,  “Tie  Me 
Up,  Tie  Me  Down”  is  predicated  on  a 
story  line  in  which  a  woman  is  kid¬ 
napped  by  a  former  mental  patient. 
True  to  the  deranged  man’s  hopes,  the 
woman’s  forced  submission  culmi¬ 
nates  in  her  true  love  for  her  captor. 

Prof.  Pasquella  characterizes  the 
film  as  a  relatively  harmless  "ado¬ 
lescent  sex  fantasy.” 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  far  worse 
than  a  harmless  fantasy. 

“Tie  Me  Up,  Tie  Me  Down”  de¬ 
pends  on  the  perpetuation  of  myths 
about  the  acceptability  of  violence 
against  women.  It  also  perpetuates 
the  sickening  notion  that  women  se¬ 
cretly  enjoy  male  domination  and 
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abuse — even  when  snnh  abuse  means 
loss  of  physical  and  emotional  free¬ 
dom,  dignity,  free  will,  and  control 
over  one’s  own  daily  life  or  destiny. 

Personal  violence  and  crime  must 
never  be  tolerated — whether 
against  women,  men  or  children, 
against  the  rich  or  the  poor,  against 
the  elite  or  the  downtrodden! 

Oppression  often  feeds  on  the 
pernicious  rationale  that  the  op¬ 
pressors  are  simply  doing  what  is 
best  for  the  oppressed  or  what  the 
oppressed  secretly  need  or  desire. 

Perhaps  the  church’s  Commjs- 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  should  be  re-named  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Human  Beings. 

As  long  as  we  allow  women  to  be 
victimized  in  such  a  demeaning  and 
cavalier  fashion,  we  sacrifice  every¬ 
thing  that  is  most  noble  and  human 
in  every  one  of  us  as  God’s  children. 


What  others  are  saying 

"Many  times  in  our  day  by  day  on  Ministries 


living  we  endure  experiences  that 
will  cause  us  to  begin  to  wilt  and  to 
become  weak  in  our  own  strength. 
At  this  point  if  we  lift  our  prayers 
and  requests  to  God,  then  the  “wa¬ 
ter  of  life"  will  become  ours.  We 
will  then  become  a  revived  and  re¬ 
juvenated  people. . . ." 

—The  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Cloyd,  direc¬ 
tor,  Tennessee  Conference  Council 


*  *  * 

“The  moment  we  dare  to  pray, 
Thy  kingdom  come  on  earth  as  it  is 
in  heaven,’  we’ve  committed  our¬ 
selves  to  deal  with  all  life  as  faithful 
stewards.” 

— The  Rev.  Thomas  McArthur,  min¬ 
ister,  California-Nevada  Annual 

Conference 
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CALL  FROM  NICEA:  From  Nicea  (Iz- 
nik),  Turkey,  site  of  the  first  Christian  ecumeni¬ 
cal  council  in  A.D.  325,  206  Methodists  leaders 
•called  June  27  for  “Methodist  Christians  across 
the  world  and  all  who  would  join  them”  to  be¬ 
come  “apologists”  for  Jesus  Christ.  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas 
Area),  Dr.  Leander  Keck  of  Yale  Divinity 
School  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Hale,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  read  a 
.375-word  statement.  It  urged  Christians  to 
identify  and  answer  objections  people  have  to 
the  Christian  faith.  The  group,  sponsored  by  the 
World  Methodist  Councils  Evangelism  Com¬ 
mittee,  was  making  a  study  tour  of  Asia  Minor 
to  learn  about  Christian  apologetics  and  evange¬ 
lization  as  practiced  by  early  Christians. 

SKYWALK  MINISTRY:  a  United 
Methodist  minister  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  has 
begun  what  is  believed  to  be  the  nation’s  first 
.  ecumenical  “skywalk”  ministry.  The  Rev.  Jerry 
L.  Ulin,  former  pastor  of  Simpson  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Des  Moines,  now  has  as 
his  parish  the  2.1-mile  network  of  elevated,  sec¬ 
ond-level  pedestrian  bridges  connecting  22 
blocks  of  downtown  stores  and  buildings.  He  is 
..to  work  with  people  ranging  from  the  homeless 
and  entry-level  employees  to  corporate  execu¬ 
tives;  from  teen-agers  to  downtown  apartment- 
dwellers.  City  officials  say  more  than  3.1 
.  million  pedestrian  crossings  of  the  34  skywalk 
bridges  are  made  each  month. 

BANNED  PREACHER  BACK:  The 

white  South  African  church  activist  who  called 
|  on  churches  in  1965  to  con¬ 
fess  their  failure  to  chal¬ 
lenge  apartheid  renewed  his 
plea  in  Johannesburg  re¬ 
cently.  The  call  came  when 
the  Rev.  C.F.  Beyers  Naude 
returned  to  a  pulpit  of  the 
Dutch  Reformed  Church 
for  the  first  time  after  being 
Beyers  Naude  banned  for  nearly  three  de¬ 
cades.  He  spoke  to  200  people  at  the  Parksig 
Congregation. 

VISION  SIGNS  J.C.  PENNEY:  The 

Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network  television  net- 
-  work,  a  cooperative  effort  of  23  faith  groups,  has 
signed  J.C.  Penney  Co.  as  its  first  major  corporate 
advertiser.  Nelson  Price,  network  president  and 
longtime  United  Methodist  media  executive,  said 
the  retail  giant  has  agreed  to  spend  approximately 
$  1  million  to  advertise  on  the  fledgling  network 
over  the  next  several  years. 

ORU  DEAN  FILES  SUIT:  The  former 
dean  of  the  Oral  Roberts  University  School  of 
Medicine  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  has  sued  the  Oral  Rob¬ 
erts  Evangelistic  Association  and  Bethany  Real 
Estate  (owned  by  the  association).  Dr.  Larry 
Edwards  alleges  that  the  ministry  reneged  on  an 
agreement  to  purchase  his  house  for  $285,000. 
The  suit  claims  that  Bethany  officials  arranged  a 
lease  or  sale  contract  on  the  house  June  1  and  that 
Bethany  accepted  a  $40,000  payment — but  none 
of  that  money  went  to  the  Edwardses. 

CAUTION  URGED:  Two  U  S  spe 

cialists  on  religion  in  the  Soviet  Union  are  cau¬ 
tioning  Western  Christians  to  be  sensitive.  The 
Rev.  Peter  Dyneka,  president  of  the  Slavic  Gos¬ 
pel  Association,  told  a  recent  conference  on 
“Glasnost  and  the  Church”  it  is  “wrong”  to 
force  a  Western  agenda  on  potential  Soviet  con¬ 
verts.  Similarly,  Kent  Hill,  director  of  the 
Washington-based  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy,  chided  evangelicals  for  “coarse  and 
crude”  comments  some  have  made  about  Or¬ 
thodox  and  Roman  Catholic  traditions  and  for 
their  lack  of  knowledge  about  those  traditions. 


Study  says  UMs  don't  live 
their  faith  in  everyday  life 

Research  shows  ' marketplace  values'  overwhelming 

cisions  or  their  behavior.  gregations  how  to  create  and  main- 

Mr.  Sells  said  the  yearlong  Disci-  tain  small  groups  whose  members 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  are  being 
influenced  more  by  the  values  of 
American  society  than  by  the  val¬ 
ues  of  the  Christian  faith. 

That’s  the  assertion  of  a  newly 
released  study  from  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship. 

The  work  offers  this  explana¬ 
tion:  Most  United  Methodist 
congregations  don’t  ask  people  to 
evaluate  how  they  live  out  their 
faith  daily,  and  members  don’t 
expect  their  congregations  to  ask. 

Study  results  show  that  “people 
are  bringing  cultural  values  into  the 
church  for  affirmation,  not  chal¬ 
lenge,"  said  the  Rev.  L.  Ray  Sells,  a 
Discipleship  board  consultant  on 
congregational  life  and  part  of  the 
team  that  didthe  research. 

“What  we’ve  found  is  that  the 
values  in  the  marketplace  have 
more  power  to  shape  people’s 
lives  than  the  values  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,”  said  Mr.  Sells. 

The  United  Methodist  findings 
independently  corroborate  a  re¬ 
cent  Gallup  Poll,  he  said.  It  indi¬ 
cated  that  most  Americans’  faith 
isn’t  reflected  in  their  ethical  de- 


pleship  board  study  had  two  aims: 

/  To  explore  how  congrega¬ 
tions  help  people  live  as  Chris¬ 
tian  disciples. 

/  To  assess  how  a  pastor’s 
leadership  can  make  a  difference 
in  communicating  values  and  be¬ 
liefs  that  lie  at  the  heart  of  being 
a  Christian. 

'Infrastructure'  does  well 

“We’re  doing  well  in  tending 
the  church’s  ‘infrastructure’ — peo¬ 
ple.  program  and  budget — but 
we’re  not  tending  to  what  should 
be  the  church's  primary  function: 
equipping  people  to  live  out  their 
faith  in  life,”  said  Mr.  Sells. 

The  majority  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  offer  no 
place  in  which  people  can  talk 
about  how  their  faith  is  develop¬ 
ing — unless  such  a  place  is  creat¬ 
ed  by  the  pastor  or  fostered  by  a 
Covenant  Discipleship  group, 
Mr.  Sells  said. 

Covenant  Discipleship  is  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship 
modeled  after  the  “class  meetings" 
organized  by  John  Wesley,  founder 
of  the  Methodist  movement. 

The  program  teaches  local  con- 


meet  weekly  to  assess  the  state  of 
their  Christian  faith. 

Covenant  Discipleship  groups — 
typically  composed  of  seven  to  10 
people — are  operating  in  about 
1,000  of  the  more  than  37,000 
United  Methodist  congregations  in 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Sells  said  he  has  consulted 
with  the  Rev.  David  Lowes  Wat¬ 
son,  director  of  the  Covenant 
Discipleship  program,  to  see  if 
the  program’s  model  can  be 
adapted  for  broader  use  in  local 
congregations.  They’ve  come  to 
no  answer  thus  far. 

Results  to  affect  thinking 

Meanwhile,  the  study’s  results 
are  going  to  be  “in  the  staffs  think¬ 
ing  as  we  go  about  our  work,"  said 
the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  Disciple- 
ship’s  chief  executive. 

Dr.  Jones  conducted  the  re¬ 
search  with  Mr.  Sells  and  Evelyn 
Burry,  director  of  lay  leadership 
development  in  the  Section  on 
Ministry  of  the  Laity. 

“There  has  been  lots  of  interest 
in  these  findings  because  they’re 
so  surprising,”  Dr.  Jones  said. 
“We  just  assumed  these  kinds  of 


Congregational  life  findings 

Main  findings  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
study  on  congregational  life  show: 

1.  People  approach  the  congregation  as  a  “sacred 
space’’  for  encountering  God.  They  come  to  church  to 
deepen  their  relationship  with  God. 

2.  People  want  and  expect  the  congregation  to  be  a 
loving  place  where  they  experience  caring  and 
acceptance. 

3.  People’s  perception  of  the  congregation  as  loving 
and  accepting  is  directly  related  to  their  perception  of 
the  pastor  as  a  caring  person. 

4.  Most  people  don’t  expect  the  congregation  to  help 
them  connect  their  Christian  faith  to  daily  life.  Many 
members  don’t  understand  that  this  connection  is 
important  or  necessary  to  genuine  Christian 
discipleship. 


connections  [of  faith  with  daily- 
life]  were  being  made. 

"Our  work  in  the  church  is  not 
easy,  but  I  think  the  study  has 
shown  us  that  we  can’t  take  our 
work  as  routinely  as  we  some¬ 
times  want  to  do. 

“We  really  do  operate  on  the 
understanding  that  we  bring  peo¬ 
ple  in,  relate  them  to  God  and 
send  them  out  again  to  live  as 
Christian  disciples.” 


Mr  Sells  said  presentation  of 
the  study’s  results  would  be  part 
of  the  program  for  the  “Vital 
Congregations — Faithful  Disci¬ 
ples”  gathering  Oct.  31-Nov.  2  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

The  event — intended  to  revital¬ 
ize  local  congregations — is  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  and 
the  Discipleship  board.  Some 
5,000  are  expected  to  attend. 


Analysis  led  W.  Va.  congregation  to  'new  vision ' 

*  •  1  «  >  n  <1  Cnirifliol  fnrtTIQtlOn  U/3C 


The  Rev.  E.  David  Dubois 
says  the  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship’s  research  into  congrega¬ 
tional  life  resulted  in  “the  most 
significant  personal  and  profes¬ 
sional  analysis  I’ve  had  in  my  40 
years  as  a  minister.” 

Dr.  Dubois’  congregation, 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Charleston,  W.Va.,  was  among 
30  examined  in  the  study. 

The  findings  have  led  Christ 
UMC  to  try  to  balance  spiritual 
formation  with  social  justice 


projects,  said  its  senior  pastor. 

“Now  we  seek  to  envision 
what  the  church  will  be  like  in 
2000  and  beyond,”  Dr.  Dubois 
said.  “We  ask  ourselves  what 
we’ll  need  to  be  to  meet  that  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry.” 

Researchers  looked  at  congre¬ 
gations  in  three  annual  confer¬ 
ences — West  Virginia,  Desert- 
Southwest  and  Iowa,  said  the  Rev. 
L.  Ray  Sells,  research  consultant. 

Another  400  laypeople  from 
70  other  congregations  were  sur¬ 


veyed  separately,  said  Mr.  Sells. 

Dr.  Dubois  said  125  members 
of  his  1,600-member  congrega¬ 
tion  completed  extensive  ques¬ 
tionnaires  charting  their  “hopes, 
dreams  and  aspirations  for  the 
church  and  how  those  are  lived 
out.” 

After  the  raw  data  were  com¬ 
piled,  Dr.  Dubois  said,  the  con¬ 
gregation  set  up  “dialogue 
groups”  to  analyze  and  interpret 
the  data  more  specifically. 

“One  thing  we  learned  was  that 


we  were  virtually  destroying  our 
best  lay  leadership  by  ‘meeting’ 
people  to  death,”  the  pastor  said. 

The  finding  led  Christ  UMC  to 
dissolve  its  Council  on  Ministries 
and  set  up  a  "leaner,  smaller” 
program  council. 

In  addition,  task  forces  now 
take  on  short-term  programs  and 
“self-destruct”  when  each  pro¬ 
gram  is  completed.  Dr.  Dubois 
explained. 

Another  finding  was  that  the 
congregation's  need  for  basic 


spiritual  formation  wasn’t  being 
met,  the  senior  pastor  said. 

One  change  to  meet  that  need 
was  a  “healing  and  wholeness” 
workshop  this  spring  at  the 
church.  The  workshop  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  healing  ministry 
program  of  The  Upper  Room,  a 
division  of  the  Nashville-based 
Discipleship  board. 

“Now  we  have  a  ‘Service  of 
Holy  Communion  and  Healing’ 
twice  a  month,”  Dr.  Dubois  said. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


CHICAGO— The  Rev. 
William  B.  Pfohl  (left)  of 
Trumbull,  Conn.,  discusses 
ministry  to  young  adults 
with  (from  left)  Ramona 
Lynn  Bethley,  a  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
member  from  Shreveport, 
La.,  and  Michael  Brown,  a 
United  Church  of  Canada 
member  from  Burnaby, 
British  Columbia.  Mr.  Pfohl 
and  36  other  United  Meth¬ 
odists  were  among  the  165 
participants  at  "Crossroads 
'90,"  a  three-day  confer¬ 
ence  for  church  leaders  of 
young  adults.  The  session 
was  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 
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Churches'  loss  of  young  adults  explored 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 

i  EGENCY 

P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO — Are  your  adult  chil¬ 
dren  actively  involved  in  a  church? 

If  they  are  ages  19  to  35,  they 
likely  are  not.  ' 

The  loss  of  young  adults  is  a  prob¬ 
lem  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  at  least  1 5  other  Chris- 


Conversational  Spanish  Language  Program 
July  23-August  3,  1990 

*$799.00 

EVENT:  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  will  conduct  a  two  week  (50  hours  of 
classroom  instruction)  Intensive  Conversational  Spanish  Course/Cultural  Semi¬ 
nar  for  lay  and  clergy  persons.  All  participants  must  be  able  to  participate  fully 
from  8:00  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  each  week  day  for  the  two  week  period. 


LANGUAGE:  The  course  will  be  taught  In  Spanish  and  not  about  Spanish.  The  content  will  deal 
with  practical  settings  and  will  include  vocabulary  for  ministry. 

CULTURAL  AWARENESS:  A  candid  training  session  will  introduce  many  value  systems  of 
Hispanic  culture.  Noon  meal  cultural  presentations. 

TOURS  AND  EXCURSIONS:  Will  tour  El  Paso,  Tx.  and  Cd.  Juarez,  Mex.  A  trip  to  Chihuahua 
City,  Mex.  (250  miles  so.  of  El  Paso)  over  the  weekend  of  July  27-29,1990.  Will  visit  museums, 
Methodist  projects  and  will  worship  in  a  Methodist  Church.  The  overall  price  covers  tour. 

For  more  Information  contact:  Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  P.O.  Box  11,  El 
Paso,  TX  79940.  (915)  533-8286. 

•Cost  includes  registration,  hotel,  course  and  workshops,  excursions,  in  town  transportation  and  meals 


tian  denominations  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  That  was  the 
message  from  church  leaders  of 
young  adults  recently  at  a  confer¬ 
ence  titled  “Crossroads  ’90.” 

Thirty-seven  United  Methodists 
were  among  the  165  participants  at 
the  three-day  event  sponsored  by 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
All  were  asking  what  could  be  done 
to  attract  young  adults  to  the 
church  and  to  involve  them  in  the 
church’s  work. 

"Crossroads"  was  an  appropriate 
title  for  the  gathering,  said  keynote 
speaker  Sharon  Parks,  author  of 
"The  Critical  Years.” 

“This  is  a  crossroads  time,”  she 
said.  “Internationally,  we  are  at  a 
crossroads — a  time  of  global  com¬ 
plexity.  It  is  harder  to  be  a  young 
adult.” 

Social  mosaic  described 

Another  major  speaker,  the  Rev. 
Tex  Sample,  professor  at  United 
Methodist-related  St.  Paul  School 
of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
said  this  current  generation  of 
young  adults  will  have  political 
power  “when  we  have  a  ’mosaic’  so¬ 
ciety  of  ethnic  diversity.” 

Affluent  members  of  today’s  main¬ 
line  churches  are  primarily  the  World 
War  II  generation  who  attend  pri¬ 
marily  white  or  single-culture 


Tex  Sample 


churches,  he  said.  Those  characteris¬ 
tics  contrast  strongly  with  culturally 
and  ethnically  di¬ 
verse  young  adults 
who  are  struggling 
financially. 

“We  need  a  re¬ 
prise  of  Pentecost” 
to  bridge  the  differ¬ 
ences,  he  said.  Re¬ 
ferring  to  Acts  2, 
he  asked  “Crossroads"  participants 
what  it  would  mean  to  have  a  church 
“made  up  of  every  people  under 
heaven?” 

“We’re  going  to  hear  each  other’s 
song  and  hear  it  in  our  own  language,” 
he  answered.  “I  believe  that  is  where 
God  will  take  the  world  finally.’’ 

'Baby  busters'  are  different 

Unlike  “baby  boomers” — adults 
bom  between  1946  and  1964 — many 
of  today’s  young  adults  (ages  19  to 
25)  are  part  of  the  “baby  bust”  gener¬ 
ation,  Dr.  Sample  said.  That’s  be¬ 
cause  the  birth  rate  dropped 
dramatically  from  1965  to  1976. 

The  38  million  members  of  the 
“baby  bust”  generation  have  been 
shaped  by  the  economic  environment 
and  differ  in  upbringing  and  attitudes 
from  baby  boomers.  Dr.  Sample  said. 

They  were  reared  in  pragmatic 
households  with  two  incomes,  with 
greater  incidence  of  divorce  and 


with  less  parental  supervision.  Dr. 
Sample  said. 

“And  they  have  watched  the  ‘baby 
boomers'  struggle  with  finances  or  al¬ 
cohol  and  drugs,”  he  noted. 

Dr.  Sample  said  he  wanted  to 
disabuse  meeting  participants  “of 
the  notion  that  all  baby  boomers  are 
yuppies.”  He  said,  “Only  6  percent 
of  that  generation  are  in  the  high 
education/high  income  category." 

The  struggles  of  the  other  94  per¬ 
cent  greatly  affected  the  attitudes, 
opinions  and  values  of  their  youn¬ 
ger  brothers  and  sisters,  he  said. 

The  "baby  bust"  generation  is  so¬ 
cially  liberal,  conservative  about 
crime  and  the  death  penalty,  politi¬ 
cally  moderate,  and  nationalistic. 
Dr.  Sample  said.  “Baby  busters” 
are  more  ambitious,  pragmatic, 
skeptical,  goal-oriented  and  materi¬ 
alistic  than  the  “baby  boomers,” 

Dr.  Sample  calls  some  of  these 
young  people  the  “boomerang  genera¬ 
tion,”  That’s  because  two-thirds  of 
those  18  to  24  live  with  parents  or 
other  relatives  for  financial  reasons. 
Forty  percent  of  young  adults  return 
to  their  parents’  home  at  least  once. 

Dr.  Sample  pointed  out  that  in  10 
years,  ethnic  minorities  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  account  for  nearly  one-third 
of  the  U.S.  population.. 

“And  the  people  who  are  ethnic  are 
the  people  who  are  young,"  he  said. 


Ohio  school 
seeks  UMC 
affiliation 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ANCHORAGE,  Alaska— Ur- 
bana  (Ohio)  University,  which 
has  had  no  previous  ties  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  has 
applied  for  affiliation  with  the 
denomination,  according  to  the 
head  of  the  University  Senate. 

The  25-member  University  Sen¬ 
ate,  which  reviews  and  approves 
educational  institutions  for  church 
affiliation,  received  the  request  at 
its  semi-annual  meeting  June  24- 
25  in  Anchorage. 

Senate  President  John  White 
of  Lincoln.  Neb.,  said  a  letter 

from  Urbana  Urbanahas 
" recruited 
heavily 
among 
people  of 
color." 


U rbana  ' 

President  Paul 
Bunnell  re¬ 
quested  that  the 
850-student, 
four-year,  liber¬ 
al-arts  school 
be  considered  , 
for  affiliation  with  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 

Senate  members  say  the  re¬ 
quest  is  a  first  for  the  church,  at 
least  in  recent  history.  More  than 
80  college  and  universities  are  af¬ 
filiated  with  United  Methodism 
through  the  Senate,  but  all  were 
either  founded  by  or  have  histor¬ 
ic  ties  to  a  regional  or  church¬ 
wide  agency  or  group. 

In  an  interview  with  United 
Methodist  News  Service,  Dr. 
Bunnell,  a  United  Methodist,  said 
Urbana’s  trustees  voted  in  Febru¬ 
ary  to  apply  for  church  affiliation 
because  “we  realized  our  mission 
is  in  line  with  those  of  other  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  schools.” 

Urbana.  founded  in  18^0  by 
members  of  the  Swedenborgian 
Church,  already  has  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  United  Methodist  students, 
and  has  "recruited  heavily  among 
people  of  color,”  he  said.  The  stu¬ 
dent  body  is  29  percent  black. 

Dr.  White  said  it  was  too  early 
to  predict  the  outcome  of  Ur¬ 
bana’s  request,  but  the  senate  ap¬ 
proved  procedures  for  considering 
Urbana’s  request. 


The  United  Methodist 
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Faith 

-  connections 

'90  KRESGE  AWARD:  The  United 

Methodist  Foundation  for  Christian  Higher 
Education  Inc.  has  presented  its  1990  Stanley  S. 
Kresge  Award  to  Dallas  oilman  Ray  L.  Hunt. 
He  was  honored  for  his  leadership  of  Southern 
Methodist  University  through  athletic  and  gov¬ 
ernance  scandals  that  began  in  1986.  Mr.  Hunt 
agreed  to  serve  as  chairman  of  SMU’s  trustees 
when  the  university  “needed  leadership  more 
than  ever  before  to  regain  the  values  of  its  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  heritage,”  said  SMU  President  A. 
Kenneth  Pye. 

FREE  RESOURCES:  United  Methodist 
congregations  that  have  been  chartered  less 
than  two  years  can  get  free  materials  from  Dis- 
cipleship  Resources.  The  publishing  arm  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  will  provide  re¬ 
sources  on  evangelism,  Christian  education, 
worship  planning,  fund  raising  and  other  topics, 
said  Stephen  Potter,  associate  director  of  mar¬ 
keting  services.  New  congregations  wishing  to 
receive  materials  should  write  Discipleship  Re¬ 
sources,  New  Church  Development,  P.O.  Box 
840.  Nashville,  Tenn.  37202.  A  letter  from  each 
congregation’s  district  superintendent  verifying 
its  length  of  charter  must  accompany  each  re¬ 
quest,  Mr.  Potter  said. 

FIRES  IN  CALIFORNIA:  At  least  10 
United  Methodist  families  lost  homes  but  no 
church  properties  had  been  reported  damaged 
as  drought-fed  fires  swept  through  parts  of 
southern  California  last  week.  One  fire  reached 
within  a  mile  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  downtown  Glendale  at  week’s  end.  Earlier 
the  Los  Angeles-area  church  had  provided  over¬ 
night  housing  to  an  estimated  150  persons  who 
had  lost  their  homes.  Farther  up  the  Pacific 
Coast,  churches  were  among  properties  threat¬ 
ened  in  Santa  Barbara. 

$1  MILLION  GIFT:  The  Aquinas  Cen¬ 
ter  of  Theology  at  United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta  has  received  a  $1 
million  gift  from  the  Metropolitan  Atlanta 
Community  Foundation.  The  gift  is  to  help  es¬ 
tablish  a  $6  million  endowment  fund  for  the 
center.  The  facility  offers  a  Hispanic  Institute,  a 
professional  ethics  program  and  a  lectureship 
on  preaching  and  liturgy. 

COLLEGES  RECOGNIZED:  Six 

United  Methodist-related  colleges  credited  with 
special  emphasis  on  building  “strong  moral 
character"  among  students  are  among  102 
schools  on  the  1 990  John  Templeton  Founda¬ 
tion  honor  roll.  They  are:  Birmingham  (Ala.) 
Southern  College;  Dillard  University,  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Duke  University,  Durham,  N.C.;  Nebras¬ 
ka  Wesleyan  University,  Lincoln;  Mount  Union 
College,  Alliance,  Ohio;  and  Wofford  College, 
Spartanburg,  S.C.  Among  33  schools  receiving 
honorable  mention  were  two  with  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ties:  Huntingdon  College,  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  and  Hendrix  College,  Conway,  Ark. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


New  emphasis 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Several 
United  Methodist  leaders  say 
they  think  the  June  25  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decision  in  the 
Nancy  Cruzan  "right-to-die” 
case  will  result  in  increased  em¬ 
phases  on  “living  wills." 

The  5-4  high  court  decision 
blocked  Joyce  and  Lester  E.  Cru¬ 
zan  of  Carterville,  Mo.,  from  re¬ 
moving  a  feeding  tube  from  their 
daughter,  now  32.  She  hasn’t  re¬ 
gained  consciousness  since  an 
automobile  accident  in  1983. 

The  elder  Cruzans  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  Carterville  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

The  decision  “will  stimulate 
more  people  to  give  their  advance 
directives,”  said  the  Rev.  J.  Rob¬ 
ert  Nelson,  a  prominent  United 
Methodist  theologian  and  bio- 
ethicist.  Dr.  Nelson  is  director  of 
the  Institute  on  Religion  at  Texas 
Medical  Center  in  Houston. 

Cathie  Lyons,  head  of  the 
health  and  welfare  ministries 
unit  at  the  United  Methodist 
mission  board,  said  the  court’s 
ruling  “highlights  the  importance 
of  living  wills  stating  individual 
intent  regarding  all  circum¬ 
stances  and  forms  of  treatment, 
durable  power  of  medical  attor¬ 


ney,  and  the  duty  of  health-care 
providers  and  states  to  uphold 
the  stated  wishes  of  individuals.” 

Jane  Hull  Harvey,  a  program 
director  at  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society, 
said  the  “court  is  pushing  us  to 
make  our  wishes  known.” 

The  board  filed  a  “friend  of 
the  court”  brief  on  behalf  of  the 
parents  of  Ms.  Cruzan. 

Need  for  living  wills  noted 

A  durable  power  of  attorney  or 
living  will  should  be  signed  by 
everyone,  “no  matter  how  young 
or  old,  after  the  age  of  18,”  Ms. 
Harvey  asserted. 

She  said  that  a  resolution  deal¬ 
ing  with  living  wills  and  related 
matters  is  being  prepared  for 
consideration  by  the  1992  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  the  next  session 
of  the  denomination’s  highest 
policy-making  body. 

Both  Dr.  Nelson  and  Ms.  Har¬ 
vey  cited  Chief  Justice  William 
H.  Rehnquist’s  frequent  refer¬ 
ences  in  the  majority  opinion  to 
the  lack  of  a  “clear  and  convinc¬ 
ing”  evidence  that  Ms.  Cruzan 
would  have  wanted  the  treatment 
withdrawn. 

The  court  “must  have  clear 
and  convincing,  absolutely  cate¬ 
gorical  evidence  that  the  person 
concerned  does  not  want  to  have 


Music  video  puts  youths 
at  embassy-opening  level 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— A  United 
Methodist’s  work  for  interna¬ 
tional  understanding  has  re¬ 
ceived  worldwide  response, 
including  a  visit  in  mid-June  for 
him  and  ten  of  his  students  from 
rural  Illinois  to  the  opening  of  an 
embassy  in  Washington. 

The  invitation  by  the  president 
of  the  Marshall  Islands  was  only 
the  latest  in  a  series  of  recogni¬ 
tions  for  Craig  Lindvahl,  instru¬ 
mental  music  director  for  the 
Teutopolis,  Ill.,  school  district 
and  organist  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Taylorville, 
HI.,  and  his  students. 

Most  students  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  200  miles  south  of  Chicago 
are  Roman  Catholic. 

A  couple  of  years  ago,  Mr. 
Lindvahl  and  some  of  his  pupils 
conceived  the  idea  of  a  music 
video  supporting  world  peace 


and  involving  young  people  from 
the  United  States  and  other 
countries. 

Earlier  this  year,  copies  of  the 
three-and-a-half-minute  produc¬ 
tion  were  sent  to  leaders  of  167 
countries. 

Getting  the  tapes  into  the  mail 
provided  a  major  challenge  that 
involved  both  the  U.S.  State  De¬ 
partment  and  the  CIA  before  it 
was  accomplished. 

The  CIA  provided  a  listing  of 
addresses  for  leaders  of  the  coun¬ 
tries,  and  the  State  Department 
suggested  how  to  properly  cap¬ 
tion  the  accompanying  letters. 

So  far,  responses  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  36  heads  of  state  or 
other  government  officials,  in¬ 
cluding  U.S.  President  Bush. 

The  cast  included  students 
from  Teutopolis  and  exchange 
students  from  Holland,  Spain, 
Nicaragua,  Panama,  Venezuela, 
Australia,  Vietnam  and  India. 


'living  wills' 


seen  on 

treatment,”  Dr.  Nelson  said. 

At  the  time  of  oral  arguments  in 
December,  Constance  Cruzan, 
grandmother  of  Nancy  Cruzan, 
told  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  that  the  young  woman  once 
told  a  friend  that  she  believed 
"there  are  worse  things  than 
death,  and  if  I  cannot  at  least  par¬ 
tially  take  care  of  myself,  I  do  not 
know  if  I  would  want  to  live.” 

Missouri  courts  ruled  such 
comments  didn’t  provide  “clear 
and  convincing  evidence”  of  Ms. 
Cruzan’s  wishes. 

“There  is  no  automatic  assur¬ 
ance,”  wrote  Mr.  Rehnquist, 
“that  the  view  of  close  family 
members  will  necessarily  be  the 
same  as  the  patient’s  would  have 
been,  had  she  been  confronted 
with  the  prospect  of  her  situation 
while  competent.” 


people  thriving  in  their  metabo¬ 
lism  and  in  their  activity  as  long 
as  possible. 

“This  is  where  our  basic  Chris¬ 
tian  ethical  concern  that  Jesus 
gives  us  about  intention  is  so  im¬ 
portant.  So  far  as  my  morality  is 
concerned,  allowing  her  to  die 
would  be  reluctantly  permitted.” 

Another  “very  important"  dis¬ 
tinction  for  Dr.  Nelson  is  that 
Ms.  Cruzan  “is  not  in  the  process 
of  dying.” 

A  difference  exists,  he  said,  “in 
withholding  treatment  in  the 
case  of  someone  who  quite  clear¬ 


ly  is  in  the  course  of  dying  and 
withholding  it  from  one  who  is 
not  dying.” 

Dr.  Michael  Watson,  a  promi¬ 
nent  United  Methodist  physician 
in  Bamberg,  S.C.,  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  “when  a  person  has 
ceased  to  have  a  useful  life,  and 
is  unaware  of  life  ...  he  is  dead, 
no  matter  if  his  heart  is  beating 
or  his  lungs  are  working.” 

Justice  William  J.  Brennan  Jr., 
in  a  dissent  joined  by  Justices 
Harry  A.  Blackmun  and  Thur- 
good  Marshall,  said,  “Nancy 
Cruzan  is  entitled  to  choose  to 
die  with  dignity.” 


Christian  friends  help 
parents  in  'rights'  case 
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Long  swim  aids  youth,  prayer  ministries 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C. — James  H.  Snead  Jr.,  top  executive  for  the  United  Methodist  Men's  or¬ 
ganization,  raised  $20,000  June  22  by  completing  a  16-mile  non-stop  swim  at  Lake  Junaluska. 
The  money  will  be  used  for  the  youth  and  prayer  ministries  of  United  Methodist  Men.  Mr. 
Snead,  associate  general  secretary  for  the  United  Methodist  Men  (UMM)  Division  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  Board  of  Discipleship,  completed  the  swim  in  eight  hours  and  10  minutes.  To 
maintain  his  strength  throughout  the  swim,  Mr.  Snead  ate  bananas  and  bagels,  two  foods  rec¬ 
ommended  by  his  trainers,  and  “drank  a  gallon  and  a  half  of  Gatorade/'  he  said. 


Death  may  be  permitted 

Dr.  Nelson  said  that  from  a 
moral  and  theological  standpoint, 
“allowing  Nancy  Cruzan  to  die 
may  reluctantly  be  permitted.” 

He  said,  “The  word  ‘reluctant’ 
is  there  because  we  are  not  really 
happy  about  anyone’s  dying,  but 
(at)  times  . .  .  people  must,  or 
really  ought." 

He  continued,  “I  do  not  think, 
morally  or  theologically  speak¬ 
ing,  (that)  it  is  obligatory  to  keep 


Dr.  Sample  told  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  that  he  Had 
talked  with  Joyce  and  Lester  E. 
Cruzan,  members  of  Carterville 
(Mo.)  United  Methodist  Church, 
on  several  occasions. 

“It  sounded  to  me  as  though 
Nancy  had  made  her  wishes 
(about  dying)  very  clear,”  said 
the  ethicist. 

Dr.  Sample  said  last  week’s  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decision  “means  we 
will  have  to  have  a  lot  of  legal 
”  on  such  issues. 


From  news  and  staff  reports 


Nancy  Cruzan’s  parents — who 
are  United  Methodists — found 
help  from  friends  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  in  pursuing  their 
“right-to-die”  case  all  the  way  to 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Among  those  they  have  con¬ 
sulted  is  the  Rev.  Tex  Sample,  an 
ethicist  and  professor  at  United 
Methodist-related  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
ity,  Mo. 


PhD  in  Pastoral  Psychotherapy 

Special  PhD  program  designed  for  clergy  and 
laity  who  have  pastoral  responsibilities.  Exter¬ 
nal  study  format  supported  by  individual  tutori¬ 
als  or  group  interaction. 

Details.  Special  PhD  Program,  School 
of  Theology,  Somerset  University,  650 
Poydras  St.,  Suite  2304,  New  Orleans, 
LA  70130.  Tel:  (504)  566-0141. 


Sanctions  advocate  sees  intensified  effort 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Nelson  Mandela’s 
visit  to  the  United  States  has  re¬ 
newed  U.S.  commitments  to  eco¬ 
nomic  sanctions  against  South 
Africa,  according  to  a  United  Meth- 


Asbury 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


APPROVED  BY  THE 
UNIVERSITY  SENATE  OF  THE 
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


Discover  the  joy  of  Asbury's 
Mission  for  Ministry 

For  65  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have 
served  at  the  forefront  of  Christ's  army  of 
compassion  around  the  world  as  ministers, 
missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 

Now,  you  can  be  a  part  of  Asbury's  effective 
servant-leader  team. 

If  you  feel  called  to  Christian  ministry  prepare 
yourself  where  faculty  and  studens  stand  true 
to  biblical,  Wesleyan,  evangelical  beliefs. 

Let  us  show  you  how  to  combine  the  strength 
of  your  Christian  commitment  with  Asbury's 
mission  for  ministry 
Accredited  graduate  degree  programs 
for  Christian  leadership  include: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 

•  Research:  Biblical  Studies;  Theological  Studies 

•  Specialization:  Christian  Education; 

Church  Music;  Parish  Counseling; 

World  Mission  and  Evangelism;  Youth  Ministry 
Dual  Degree;  Master  of  Divinity/Master  of  Arts  - 
Pastoral  Counseling 
Master  of  Theology  In  World  Mission 
and  Evangelism 
Doctor  of  Misslology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 

Cooperative  Programs  (University  of  Kentucky); 
Master  of  Social  Work  (UK)  and  M.Dlv. 
or  M.A.  (Asbury) 

Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 

Special  Continuing  Education/Leadership/ 
Minsterial  programs 

Let's  talk  about  ways  you  can  find  your  place  in 
Asbury's  mission  for  ministry 

Asbury 
Theological 
Seminary 

Wllmore.KY  40390 

Call  1  800  2-ASBURY 
In  Kentucky  (6061 858-3581, 

Eastern  time  zone. 

For  student  enrollment  information,  ask 
for  Admissions.  For  other  information,  ask 
for  Development. 


odist  long  involved  in  the  sanctions 
campaign. 

“I  believe  the  church  community 
is  going  to  intensify  its  effort  to 
walk  the  final  mile  with  him  to  free¬ 
dom,”  said  Tim  Smith,  director  of 
the  Interfaith  Center  on  Corporate 
Responsibility  (ICCR),  part  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

In  the  past  few  years,  pressure 
from  the  religious  community  and 
anti-apartheid  groups  has  con¬ 
vinced  more  than  180  U.S.  compa¬ 
nies — including  Mobil,  Kodak, 
Xerox,  General  Motors  and  Ford — 
to  withdraw  assets  from  South  Afri- 


Diverse  pressure  is  applied 

Forms  of  pressure  have  included 
selling  of  stock,  shareholder  resolu¬ 
tions,  selective  purchasing  by  more 
than  50  cities  and  states,  and  the 
1986  U.S.  anti-apartheid  act,  which 
forbids  companies  to  start  any  new 
business  with  South  Africa. 

For  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Mandela’s 
visit  is  partial  fulfillment  of  a  life¬ 
time’s  work. 

He  became  involved  in  the  mid- 
1960s  in  the  struggle  for  equality  in 
South  Africa,  while  still  a  student  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in 


New  York. 

He  visited  South  Africa  twice — in 
1968  and  1970,  when  he  accompa¬ 
nied  two  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries,  Tammy  Hultman  and 
Reid  Kramer,  who  now  run  "Africa 
News,”  a  publication  produced  in 
Durham,  N.C. 

Their  interviews  with  directors  of 
U.S.  companies  in  South  Africa  oc¬ 
curred  at  a  time  when  the  idea  of 
pressuring  such  companies  as  a 
means  of  social  change  began  to 
take  root. 

In  1968,  for  example,  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
pulled  $10  million  from  Citibank 
because  of  its  South  African  ties. 

The  first  shareholder  resolution 
was  created  by  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  1971  against  General 
Motors. 

During  the  1970s,  as  a  staff  mem¬ 
ber,  first  for  the  United  Church  of 
Christ,  and  later  for  the  ICCR,  Mr. 
Smith  helped  lead  the  campaign  to 
pressure  banks  to  stop  new  loans  to 
South  Africa. 

Real  pressure  on  corporations  be¬ 
gan  in  the  1980s,  he  said,  “when 
very  large  institutional  investors  be¬ 
gan  to  debate  whether  to  sell  their 


stock”  in  businesses  dealing  with 
South  Africa. 

In  the  past  few  years,  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Pensions — one 
of  the  country’s  Top  100  pension 
funds  with  nearly  $4  billion  in  as¬ 
sets — has  divested  about  $77.7  mil¬ 
lion  from  17  firms  dealing  with  the 
South  African  government. 

South  Africa  feels  pinch 

According  to  Mr.  Smith,  South 
Africa  has  been  feeling  the  pinch, 
with  more  than  $30  billion  of  for¬ 
eign  capital  withdrawn  in  the  past 
five  years. 

Mr.  Smith,  who  attended  many  of 
the  New  York  events  in  honor  of 
Mr.  Mandela  and  met  him  “in  a 
crowd  of  100,”  said  he  believes 
many  U.S.  citizens  were  deeply 
touched  by  him. 

The  excitement  of  his  visit  pro¬ 
vided  an  assurance  that  "the  winds 
of  change  are  in  the  air”  and  in¬ 
spires  “fresh  energy”  to  those  in  the 
United  States  who  are  committed 
to  seeing  those  changes  through. 

“We  will  wait  for  the  (anti-apart¬ 
heid)  leaders  in  South  Africa  to  tell 
us  when  the  time  is  right  to  normal¬ 
ize  relationships  with  South  Afri¬ 
ca,"  Mr.  Smith  said. 


Congress  panel  hears  UM  staff  member 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — Planning  for  a 
U.S.  economy  free  from  “the  struc¬ 
tures  and  mentality  of  war”  should 
not  be  left  solely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Pentagon  and  large  corporations,  a 
United  Methodist  economic  spe¬ 
cialist  has  told  a  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  committee. 

“Conversion  to  peace  and  civil¬ 
ian  production  requires  input  from 
the  larger  society,”  the  Rev.  George 
E.  Ogle,  a  program  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  said  in  testimony  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  House  Subcommittee 


on  Economic  Stabilization. 

"Economic  conversion  is  another 
ringing  of  the  Liberty  Bell  that  calls 
for  the  citizens  at  state  and  local 
levels  to  take  part  in  planning  for 
their  futures.” 

Dr.  Ogle  saiu  mat,  just  as  corpo¬ 
rations  and  the  Pentagon  “have 
been  major  actors  in  creating  the 
(military  industrial)  complex  and 
(its)  web  of  influence,  now  they 
should  be  major  actors  in  helping 
the  nation  convert  to  peace.” 

However,  he  cautioned,  “in  the 
making  of  peace  we  must  be  careful 
. . .  that  the  transformation  of  the 


economy”  does  not  perpetuate 
“gross  enrichment  for  a  few  and 
deadly  poverty  for  the  many.” 

The  “cold  war"  years.  Dr.  Ogle 
said,  have  seen  “too  many  million¬ 
aires,  and  even  billionaires,  flash 
onto  the  scene  and  a  tragically  large 
number  of  citizens  were  thrown 
away  to  live  their  lives  on  the 
street.” 

As  the  military  budget  is  de¬ 
creased,  he  concluded,  money  made 
available  “must  not  be  squandered 
...  to  pay  off  the  national  debt,  de¬ 
crease  taxes,  or  bail  out  the  S  &  L’s 
(savings  and  loans).” 


Baptist  Press 
writers  ousted 

Religious  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  director  and 
news  editor  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention’s  news  service  say  they 
have  been  told  to  resign  or  be  “dealt 
with  harshly”  (see  related  editorial 
on  Page  2). 

Al  Shackleford  and  Dan  Martin 
said  they  were  given  the  ultimatum 
at  their  Nashville  office  June  19  by 
the  Rev.  Harold  C.  Bennett,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee. 

The  two  journalists,  who  went 
public  with  the  news  a  week  later, 
said  they  were  told  if  they  resigned 
quietly  they  would  be  continued  on 
the  payroll  through  Sept.  30. 


CLASSIFIED 


MUSIC/YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  600-MEMBER 
church  in  East  Texas.  Responsible  for  youth  and 
music  programs.  Send  resume  to:  Reverend  Ger- 
ald  Phillips,  P.O.  Box  89,  Mineola,  TX  75773. 
ORGANIST  WANTED  FOR  LARGE  church 
with  active  music  program.  132  rank  E.  A.  Kelly 
and  Associates  organ.  Is  one  of  the  southwest's 
largest.  Send  resumes  to:  James  R.  Hart,  Director 
of  Music  and  Arts  Ministries,  Tyler  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  927  W.  1 0th  Street,  Dallas, 
TX  75208.  Phone:  (214)  946-5419, _ 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Music 
for  2,000-mcmber  church,  FUMC,  Alexandria, 
LA.  Interested  in  a  comprehensive  ministry  of 
music  (choirs  for  all  ages,  including  handbells). 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Henry  C. 
Blount,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  2727 
Jackson  Street,  Alexandria,  LA  71301. _ 

WANTED.  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR/DCE. 

1 500-member  church,  Tampa,  Florida.  Responsi¬ 
ble  for  total  programming.  Salary  commensurate 
with  experience  and  is  negotiable.  Send  resume 
to:  Rev,  James  Martin,  Temple  Terrace  United 
Methodist  Church,  5030  E.  Busch  Blvd„  Tampa, 
FL  33617. _ 

UNITED  CAMPUS  MINISTRY  DIRECTOR 
sought  for  interfaith  ministry,  Florida  Atlantic 
University,  Boca  Raton,  Florida.  Position  open 
to  either  lay  or  clergy.  Send  resumes  to:  Rabbi 
Ted  Feldman.  336  N.W.  Spanish  River  Blvd. 
Boca  Raton.  FL  33431  by  August  1,  1990. _ 

THE  MISSISSIPPI  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
is  seeking  a  Treasurer/Director  of  Fiscal  Affairs. 
The  applicant  must  have  an  accounting  degree  or 
the  equivalent  and  five  years  experience  in  public 
or  private  accounting —  preferably  a  United 
Methodist.  The  salary  is  negotiable.  Apply:  Di¬ 
rector  Fiscal  Affairs  Search  Committee,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Area  Bishop’s  Office,  P.O,  Box  931,  Jack- 
son.  MS  39205-0931.  Deadline  for  receiving 
applications  is  July  15,  1990, _ 

CHICAGO  CHURCH  BASED  ECUMENICAL 
peace  and  justice  education  group  seeks  full-time 
coordinator.  Modest  stipend.  Shalom  Education, 
(312)363-2020. 
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Mission  School 
Offers  Growth 


Editor’s  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week’s  column  is 
written  by  Norma  S.  Winegeart,  President  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women. 

Conference  Schools  of  Christian  Mission  are  the  strongest  program 
link  to  the  total  women’s  organization.  They  are  vital  to  every  elected 
leader  and  a  key  opportunity  for  the  growth  of  all  members.  The 
Schools  should  help  those  who  attend  gain  an  understanding  of  the  role 
of  the  organization  of  United  Methodist  Women  and  the  special  rela¬ 
tionships  and  responsibilities  of  the  Women’s  Division  within  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Because  of  the  many  educational 
opportunities  offered  by  the  United  Methodist  Women  we  are  known 
as  the  best  educated  group  of  organized  women  in  the  world. 

This  years  schools  will  be  held  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport 
July  17-20  (Weekday)  and  July  20-22  (Weekend).  We  urge  each  local 
unit  to  send  at  least  one  representative  to  a  Conference  School.  Total 
cost  for  registration,  housing  and  meals  will  be  $71.50  for  the  week-day 
school  and  $47.50  for  the  week-end  school.  And,  that’s  a  bargain!  See 
the  April  issue  of  the  Conference  Newsletter  for  more  complete  details. 

Rev.  Rosemary  Brown  of  Nashville,  Tennessee  was  the  leader  for  the 
Conference  United  Methodist  Women’s  Retreat  in  1987  and  we  are  de¬ 
lighted  that  she  will  be  the  leader  for  the  Bible  study  on  Galatians  for 
the  Conference  Schools  of  Christian  Mission. 

Study  group  leaders  for  the  classes  on  People  of  a  Prophetic  Church: 
Central  America  will  be  Leora  Hatch  of  Miami,  Florida;  Rev.  Marta  L. 
Sanfiel-Torres  of  New  Orleans;  and  Margaret  S.  Bryan  of  Shreveport. 

Leaders  for  Gospel,  Culture  and  Media  will  be  Sue  C.  Johnson,  staff 
person  for  the  Women’s  Division  assigned  to  the  Nashville  Region; 
Lester  Allen  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  and  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  of  Sli¬ 
dell. 

Dean  of  the  Schools  is  Ola  McNaughton  and  Assistant  Dean,  Glad¬ 
ys  Prillerman.  Annette  Fortuna  will  be  the  music  coordinator  and 
Frances  Terrell  the  pianist. 

*  *  * 

Start  planning  now  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women  at  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe  on  September  14  and  IS. 


1990  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Ordinands 


ELDERS  —  Pictured  are  front  row  I.  to  r..  Dale  Everette  Branch, 
Alice  Faye  Barrhartung,  Judy  Edwards  Nelson,  Carolyn  Ann  Stokes, 
and  Arnold  Vestal  Brown.  Back  row  I.  to  r.,  Thomas  Earl  Dolph, 
Ricky  Lynn  Willis,  James  Richard  Huber,  David  Robert  DeWitt, 
Meredith  Douglas  Ezell,  Johnnie  M.  Higginbotham,  Rodney 
Kennedy,  and  Steven  Randall  Kelly. 


DIACONAL  MINISTER  —  Pictured  is  Michele  Varnado  Townsend. 


-Around  the  Conference 


The  children  and  the  adults  of  First  UMC  in  Denham  Springs 
recently  gathered  at  North  Park  for  a  day  of  flying  kites  and 
blowing  bubbles.  Rev.  Steven  Spurlock  is  pastor. 


Ida  UMC  celebrated  Heritage  Sunday  with  a  very  special  service. 
Testimonies  were  given  by  many  on  their  own  heritage  and  the 
heritage  of  the  church.  Following  the  service,  an  old  fashioned 
picnic  was  enjoyed  by  all.  Shown  enjoying  the  beautiful  day  are:  I. 
to  r.  Emalia  Chandler,  Robin  Miller,  and  Val  and  Ann  Chandler. 


Mount  Zion  UMC  in  Clinton  held  its  Annual  Women's  Day  May  27. 
The  theme  for  the  event  was  "CHRIST  IS  THE  ROOT  OF  OUR 
LIVES."  Rev.  Carolyn  Stokes,  pastor  of  St.  Mark  UMC,  Opelousas 
was  the  guest  speaker.  Brenda  T.  Nero  and  Luegina  N.  Thomas 
served  as  chairpersons  for  the  spirit-filled  program.  Rev.  Stokes  is 
pictured  with  Rev.  W.  R.  Lafayette,  pastor  of  Mount  Zion. 


New  Address 

Several  people  have  asked  for  the  address  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Woodrow 
W.  Smith  their  new  address  is: 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
330  West  Main  Street 
Paragould,  Arkansas  72450 


DEACONS  —  Pictured  are  front  row  I.  to  r.,  Rebecca  Drawdy  Con¬ 
ner,  Sandra  Sue  Huber,  Jennie  P.  Walters,  and  Leslie  Nichols  Akin. 
Back  row  I.  to  r.,  Fulton  A.  Raymond,  Daniel  Patrick  Gleason, 
Douglas  Esel  Milliron,  Percell  Church  Jr.,  and  Frank  Brunson  Akin. 

“Cursillo  to  Hold 
Statewide  Reunion 

A  Cursillo  statewide  “Ultreya,”  or  reunion,  with  time  for  singing, 
fellowship,  and  sharing  in  Holy  Communion  will  take  place  July  21  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston.  This  Ultreya  is  a  gathering  of 
people  from  all  over  the  conference  who  have  previously  attended  a  3-day 
Cursillo  weekend. 

Area  Cursillo  groups  meet  regularly  within  various  geographical  areas  of 
the  conference.  The  statewide  Ultreya,  however,  gives  an  opportunity  for 
these  groups  to  meet  together  for  a  large  reunion. 

Cursillo  is  a  movement  of  individuals  from  churches  throughout  the 
state  who  intentionally  examine  their  relationship  with  the  church  and 
God.  Frequently,  these  individuals  become  leaders  in  their  local  churches, 
helping  congregations  grow  spiritually  in  becoming  the  body  of  Christ  in 
their  communities. 

Cursillo  and  the  yearly  meeting  are  excellent  ways  to  experience  God’s 
grace,  to  share  in  fellowship  and  to  be  renewed  to  serve  Christ. 

Persons-Churches  -Events — , 

Following  the  program,  a  “Make 
Your  Own  Sundae”  was  held.  Rev. 
Don  Hall  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Members  of  First  UMC  in 
Covington  designated  the  monfti  of 
May  as  “Teacher  &  Leader 
Volunteer  Month”  for  church 
school  and  age-level  ministries  in 
the  church.  Each  church  family 
recently  received  letters  providing 
opportunities  for  service  by  meeting 
the  needs  of  the  congregation. 
Responses  will  reflect  commitment 
as  the  new  school  year  approaches. 
Rev.  Ted  Standley  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Mount  Zion  UMC  in  New 
Orleans  will  celebrate  its  1  20th 
Anniversary  on  Sunday,  July  22  at 
8  a.m.  Dr.  Robert  D.  Hill  of 
Oakland,  California,  a  former 
pastor  of  Mount  Zion,  will  be  the 
guest  speaker.  Dr.  Hill  will  use  the 
theme:  “Proclaiming  Grace  and 
Freedom  to  a  Broken  World  in  the 
Decade  of  the  90’s.”  All  choirs  of 
Mount  Zion  will  participate  in  the 
celebration.  Dr.  Hill  is  a  native  of 
Texas  and  served  as  pastor  of 
Mount  Zion  for  10  years.  He  is  now 
retired  from  Taylor  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Oakland.  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  is 
pastor  of  Mount  Zion. 

*  *  * 

A  live  dramatization  of  Leonardo 
da  Vinci’s  painting  of  the  Last 
Supper  was  presented  to  the  public 
at  Algiers  UMC.  The  dramatization 
is  presented  every  few  years  and 
was  under  the  direction  of  Betty 
Glancey.  During  the  evening,  the 
Chancel  Choir  sang  works  by  Bach, 


Convocation  '90  August  1-4 

South  Central  Jurisdiction,  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts,  will  conduct  “Convocation  ’90  August  1-4 
at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Out  of  town 
participants  may  be  housed  at  the  Holiday  Inn,  South. 

The  three  day  workshop  is  for  all  those  involved  in  any  area  of  worship. 
This  year’s  convocation  is  designed  to  be  practical  for  all  persons  who 
work  in  United  Methodist  churches.  Classes  are  geared  for  the  local 
church. 

“Early  Childhood  Choir  Techniques,”  “Instrumental  Music  for  the 
Church,”  “Drama  and  Musicals  in  the  Church,”  and  “Practical 
Approaches  to  Worship  Planning,”  are  just  a  few  of  the  areas  that  will  be 
studied  during  this  event. 

Faculty  includes,  Dr.  John  Yarrington,  Robert  Brewer,  Cynthia  Wilson- 
Felder,  James  Maase,  Jerry  Henry,  and  Mark  Brice.  Others  are  also 
scheduled  to  assist  with  the  different  areas  of  study. 

For  further  information  regarding  “Convocation  ’90,”  contact  John  A. 
Ricketts,  (318)  861-0586.  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,  Convocation  ’90,  and  mailed  to  Convocation  ’90,  371 
Youree  Drive,  Shreveport,  LA  71 105.  Reservations  should  be  made  direct 
ly  with  the  hotel,  (540)  924-702 1 . 


Convocation  '90  Registration 

Name  -  Phone  (home/office) _ 

Address  . _ 


The  youth  of  Magnolia  UMC  in 
Greenwell  Springs,  under  the 
direction  of  Youth  Director,  Joan 
Abbott,  recently  led  the  morning 
worship  service.  The  congregation 
received  a  special  blessing  from  this 
lovely  service.  Rev.  Wayne 
Howington  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Guest  speaker  for  Heritage 
Sunday  at  Trinity  UMC  in 
Alexandria  was  Elizabeth  Lagawo,  a* 
Methodist  teacher/missionary  of 
Sierra  Leone,  West  Africa.  While 
visiting  Alexandria,  she  appealed 
for  assistance  of  food  and  money 
for  the  needy  children  in  her 
country.  A  World  Hunger  luncheon 
for  missions  was  held  following  the 
service.  In  May,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  Beeler  held  an  “Open 
House”  at  the  newly  renovated 
parsonage.  Rev.  Beeler  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

The  winter-spring  semester  of  the 
Trinity  Bible  Study  has  been 
completed.  The  semester’s  study 
covered  the  New  Testament  books 
of  Ephesians  through  Hebrews 
Classes  met  for  10  weeks.  Members 
of  Abbeville  UMC  and  Pecan  Island 
UMC  participated  in  the  project. 
Rev.  Ed  Dilworth  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Henning  Memorial  UMC’s 
preschool  recently  held  its  Spring 
Family  Night  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall.  The  pre-kindergarteners 
graduated  and  each  class 
performed.  Activities  included  a 
pre-kindergarten  graduation,  a 
demonstration  by  the  gymnastics 
class,  and  performance  by  the  Hen¬ 
ning  Rhythem  Band  followed. 


City 


State/Zip . 


Conference . 


Church  _ 

Mail  to:  Convocation  ’90,  3715  Youree  Drive,  Shreveport,  LA  71 105. 
Make  All  Checks  Payable  to:  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
Convocation  ’90. 

- Full  time  registration  with  meals  (member  $135,  non-member 

$170) 

- Full  time  registration  without  meals  (member  $85,  non-member 

$82) 

- Daily  registration  with  meals 


.  Wednesday  (member  $47,  non-member  $82) 
.  Thursday  (member  $47,  non-member  $82) 

.  Friday  (member  $47,  non-member  $82) 

.  Saturday  (member  $47,  non-member  $82) 


.  Daily  registration  without  meals 


.  Wednesday  (member  $30.  non-member  $65) 
-  Thursday  (member  $30,  non-member  $65) 

.  Friday  (member  $30,  non-member  $65) 

.  Saturday  (member  $30,  non-member  $65) 


J 


Lovelace,  Margetson  and  others. 
The  characters  were  portrayed  by 
members  of  the  church,  as  well  as 
others  from  the  area.  Rev.  Melvin  J. 
Turnage  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  youth  of  First  UMC,  Homer 
recently  returned  from  a  trip  to  the 
Hot  Springs,  Arkansas  area.  A  spe¬ 
cial  thanks  go  to  counselors  Buddy 
and  Cindy  Carey,  Doug  Pike,  and 
Youth  Director  Elizabeth  Sanford. 
Their  supervision  was  greatly  ap¬ 
preciated.  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Doyline  UMC  is  very  proud  of  its 
youth.  These  special  individuals  are 
leaders  in  high  school,  the  commu¬ 
nity,  and  award  winners  in  numer¬ 
ous  parish  and  state  events. 
Christopher  Lee  Bell,  son  of  Andrea 
and  Herb  Bell,  has  recently  been  se¬ 


lected  as  the  only  Astronomy  Dele¬ 
gate  froiq  the  state  of  Louisiana  and 
one  of  only  six  in  the  southern 
United  States  to  be  a  Science  Am¬ 
bassador  to  the  Soviet  Union. 
Christopher,  who  will  be  a  senior  at 
Haughton  High  School  in  the  fall,  is 
a  very  distinguished  young  man 
who  exemplifies  excellence.  Rev. 
Kibbie  E.  Hatfield  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

A  churchwide  conference  was 
called  by  Ruston  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  Rev.  James  Poole  July  8. 
The  meeting  took  place  in  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  Hall  at  Grace  UMC  in  Rus¬ 
ton.  The  gathering  was  to  discuss 
and  vote  on  the  proposal  by  the 
Building  Committee  to  build  a  new 
parsonage.  The  specific  house 
plans,  location  of  house,  and  the  au¬ 
thorization  of  funding  were  the  key 
issues  at  the  conference. 


Correction 

The  Dulac  Community  Center  has  scheduled  a  ground  breaking 
ceremony  for  Saturday,  July  14  at  6  p.m.  NOT  Sunday,  July  1 5. 
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Editorials— 


It's  past  time  to  confront  reality 


The  lives  of  most  United  Method¬ 
ists  are  shaped  more  by  the  culture 
around  us  than  by  Christian  values. 

That  ominous  statement  is  the 
major  finding  of  a  recent  research 
project  conducted  by  our  church’s 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  (see 
UMR,  July  6). 

According  to  a  consultant  on  the 
study,  people  typically  “are  bring¬ 
ing  cultural  values  into  the  church 
for  affirmation,  not  challenge.” 

Equally  troubling,  the  study 
found  that  most  people  don’t  expect 
their  congregational  involvement  to 
help  them  connect  the  Christian 
faith  to  their  daily  life. 

If  such  discouraging  news  has  a 
positive  side,  it’s  that  one  of  our  den¬ 
ominationwide  agencies  is  willing  to 
gather  such  information  and  share  it 
truthfully  even  when  it’s  unpleasant. 
The  first  step  toward  constructive  re¬ 
form  is  admitting  a  problem. 

It’s  past  time  that  we  inside  the, 
church  come  to  grips  with  what  out¬ 
side  researchers  have  been  telling  us 

A  good  way  to  learn, 
practice  our  faith 

Do  you  know  about  Covenant 
Discipleship? 

You  should,  particularly  in  light 
of  the  troubling  reality  that  the  typi¬ 
cal  congregation  falls  short  of  help¬ 
ing  its  members  live  as  Christian 
disciples  (see  preceding  editorial)! 

Covenant  Discipleship  is  mod¬ 
eled  after  the  "class  meetings’”  of 
John  Wesley,  Methodism’s  founder. 
It’s  sponsored  by  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

its  purpose:  to  teach  local  congre¬ 
gations  how  to  create  and  maintain 
small  groups — typically  7-10  peo¬ 
ple — whose  members  meet  weekly 
to  assess  their  efforts  to  live  out  the 
Christian  faith. 

We  highly  commend  this  ap¬ 
proach.  It’s  a  proved  effective 
means  for  any  congregation  to  help 
its]  members  learn  and  practice  the 
difference  between  faith  rooted  in 
cultural  values  and  faittrrooted-ln'^ 
the  Christian  Gospel. 

Tor  more  information, "write:  The 
Rev.  David  Lowes  Watson,  The 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nash¬ 
ville.  TN  37202-0840. 


for  years: 

The  church  is  besieged  by  secular 
influences  that  in  subtle  and  not-so- 
subtle  ways  threaten  to  drain  the 
credibility  from  our  witness. 

Make  light,  if  you  will,  of  dimin¬ 
ished  numbers  in  worship  when  the 
latter  conflicts  with  a  major  tele¬ 
vised  sports  event. 

Or,  disregard  studies  showing 
that  more  people  simply  drop  out  of 
church  altogether — out  of  boredom, 
lack  of  fulfillment  or  both — than 
transfer  to  other  denominations. 

Or,  pooh-pooh  the  embarrassing¬ 
ly  low  average  giving  to  support  the 
church's  mission  when  compared 
with  average  totals  spent  for  amuse¬ 
ment  or  self-indulgence. 

But  these  and  other  familiar 
straws  in  the  wind  underscore  the 
Discipleship  board’s  findings:  Rath¬ 
er  than  the  church’s  doing  the  job  of 
“making  Christian  disciples,”  a 
“job”  often  is  being  done  ON  the 
church  by  well-meaning  members 
who  are  uncritical  or  unaware  of  the 
difference  between  culture-based  val¬ 
ues  and  values  that  derive  from  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  net  effect  is  to  unmask  the 
ineptness  of  countless  congrega¬ 
tions  in  helping  people  integrate 
Christian  values  with  everyday  life. 

Some  may  see  this  finding  as  evi¬ 
dence  that  modem  Americans  don’t 
want  demands  placed  on  them  by 
their  faith.  We  believe  it  as  likely,  or 
more  so,  that  vast  numbers  of  people 
see  little  difference  between  church 
involvement  and  worldly  pursuits. 

In  that  light,  Paul’s  words  to  the 
church  at  Rome  have  special  urgency 
for  us:  “Do  not  be  conformed  to  this 
world,  but  be  transformed  by  the  re¬ 
newing  of  your  minds,  so  that  you 
may  discern  what  is  the  will  of 
God — what  is  good  and  acceptable 
and  perfect”  (Romans  12:2  NRSV). 

The  following  steps  need  to  be  tak¬ 
en  in  every  congregation: 

■  We  need  to  acknowledge  the 
broad  truth  of  the  Discipleship 
board’s  findings  and  recognize  the 
need  to  struggle  with  conflicts  be¬ 
tween  our  Christian  commitment 
and  secular  values. 

■  We  need  to  strengthen  our  ef¬ 
forts  to  call  people  to  faith  in  Christ 
and  to  teach  what  it  means  to  live 
as  Christian  disciples — especially 
through  in-depth  encounters  with 
the  Bible. 


Faith  forum 


What  others  are  saying 


“In  the  year  325  in  Nicea  early 
Christians  confessed  their  faith  con¬ 
cerning  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  the 
Father  from  all  eternity. 


God  from  True  God.”  The  creed 
the  Council  of  Nicea  gave  the  world 
summarizes  the  essential  teachings 
of  the  Christian  faith. 


in  the  wider  Church  who  will  join 
us,  to  bear  witness  to  this  revelation, 
grounded  in  Scripture  and  prayer;  to 
identify  intellectual  obstacles  and 
objections  people  have  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith,  seek  to  understand  them 
and  to  answer  them  humbly  and 
modestly  at  the  level  on  which  they 
are  offered;  and  under  the  lordship 
of  Christ  to  follow  his  own  example 
of  loving  God  and  serving  others  as 
is  now  possible  in  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  released  by  Jesus’  death 
and  resurrection. 

“In  Nicea,  we  are  surrounded  by 
an  unseen  cloud  of  witnesses  that 


spans  17  centuries  and  is  indeed 
linked  to  the  original  coming  of  the 
Christ  and  the  age  of  the  Apostles. 
For  our  salvation  the  Living  God  was 
incarnate  in  Jesus  and  is  present  in 
the  Holy  Spirit  today.  For  all  who  re¬ 
spond  there  is  for  this  life  forgive¬ 
ness.  joy  and  hope,  and  in  the  world 
to  come,  life  with  Christ  for  ever 
more. 

“This  we  Have  gratefully  re¬ 
ceived.  This  is  what  we  believe. 
This  is  God’S  Good  News  we  will 
tell  the  world.” 

— “A  Call  to  the  Church  from  Nicea,” 
World  Methodist  Council  Evangelism 
Committee  (see  UMR,  July  6) 


“Although  no  one  had  ever  seen 
God  in  his  transcendence,  the  12 
disciples  and  first  followers  had  all 
seen  Jesus.  Through  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  they  transmitted  what  they 
had  seen  and  heard  of  him  to  those 
who  came  after  them. 

“In  Nicea,  the  church  in  effect1 
said,  “Look  at  Jesus,  and  in  him 
you  will  find  all  that  you  need  to 
know  about  God.”  For  he  is  “God 
from  God,  Light  from  Light,  True 


“We  come  to  Nicea  to  reflect  on 
this  coming  of  the  word  of  God  in 
human  flesh  for  our  salvation. 
Here,  where  ancient  churches  once 
flourished,  we  are  reminded  that 
the  light  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ 
must  today  be  passed  on  “from 
faith  to  faith”  if  a  living  church  is  to 
fulfill  the  purpose  for  which  God 
called  it  into  being. 

“From  Nicea  we  invited  Method¬ 
ist  Christians  in  93  countries,  and  all 


Letters  to  the 

'Re-interpretation'  of  inclusive  language  survey  challenged 


I  must  admit  that  I’m  somewhat 
offended  by  the  June  29  letter  head¬ 
lined,  “People  don’t  understand.” 

The  writer’s  view  of  results  of  the 
inclusive  language  poll  and  the  in¬ 
terpretation  of  those  results  is,  un¬ 
fortunately,  consistent  with 
methods  used  by  many  who  find 
themselves  in  the  minority. 


She  merely  decided  to  “re-inter- 
pret”  the  results  to  meet  her  preju¬ 
dices  and  then  tell  everybody  else 
they  are  wrong.  Her  feeling  that 
others  don’t  understand  how  to  in¬ 
terpret  the  67  percent  vs.  33  percent 
response  is  narrow-minded. 

The  writer  has  a  right  to  her  inter¬ 
pretation,  but  that  freedom  doesn’t 


mean  that  I  don’t  understand  merely 
because  1  might  disagree  with  her.  If 
this  attitude  is  a  true  example  of  the 
full  meaning  of  inclusive  language, 
then  1  must  admit  that  I  find  neither 
richness  or  joy  in  it. 

Matters  might  be  a  little  confused 
because  of  semantics.  It  is  possible 
that  the  67  percent  who  favor  the  use 


of  traditional  language  do  so  because 
they  don’t  feel  that  it  is  exclusive. 

The  language  of  the  Bible  and  the 
church  has  served  us  well  for  centu¬ 
ries,  and  the  words  used  by  Christ 
were  certainly  meant  to  be  inclusive. 

Michael  Keith 
Columbia,  Missouri 


Faithfully  yours 


Is  church  name-brand  loyalty  on  way  out ? 


The  young  desk  clerk  was  polite 
at  the  outset. 

1  had  just  asked  her  to  track  down 
a  colleague  who 
was  at  the  hotel 
for  a  church-relat¬ 
ed  meeting. 

“Sure,  I  remem¬ 
ber  him,”  the  fe¬ 
male  clerk  said. 

"He’s  with  that 
group  of  Bap¬ 
tists.” 

“United  Methodists,”  I  gently 
corrected  her. 

“Whatever,”  she  replied  irritably. 
She  didn’t  mutter  “Sheesh!”  The  vi¬ 
brations  said  it  all. 

She  eventually  found  my  friend. 
But  I  confess.  I  was  a  little  irritated 
myself  by  that  time. 

I  couldn’t  forget  the  young  clerk’s 


cavalier,  “whatever”  attitude  to¬ 
ward  my  friend’s — and  my — reli¬ 
gious  identity. 

Touchy,  touchy? 

For  all  I  knew,  a  Baptist  group 
also  was  meeting  in  the  hotel.  I  was 
merely  trying  to  be  helpful. 

It  was  clear  from  the  clerk’s  tone, 
though,  that  she  was  basically  indif¬ 
ferent  to  concern  for  church  labels. 

Baptist.  Methodist.  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic.  Mennonite.  Presbyterian. 

You’ve  seen  one,  you've  seen  ’em 
all,  right?  No  big  deal. 

The  scene  is  set  here  for  a  “we 
don’t  get  no  respect”  tirade.  On  re¬ 
flection,  however,  I  realized  that  the 
clerk  perhaps  didn’t  intend  disre¬ 
spect. 

Rather,  her  retort  might  better  be 
regarded  as  a  micro-outburst  of  a 
reality  that  unsettles  some  of  us 


"over^lO”  types. 

Simply  put,  fewer  and  fewer  peo¬ 
ple — particularly  young  people- 
give  a  flip  about  our  cherished  reli¬ 
gious  labels. 

My  own  young  adult  children 
have  told  me  as  much.  More  impor¬ 
tant  to  them  and  to  many  of  their 
contemporaries  is  a  discerning — but 
disconcerting — interest  in  spiritual 
substance  over  religious  packaging. 

That’s  to  say  church  name-brand 
recognition  and  loyalty  may  well  be 
an  endangered  species. 

If  so,  it  may  not  be  solely  the  re¬ 
sult  of  our  living  in  an  increasingly 
secular  world,  although  that’s  surely 
a  factor  (see  related  editorial  else¬ 
where  on  this  page). 

Rather,  a  new  generation  is  look¬ 
ing  beyond  familiar  labels  of  orga¬ 
nized  religion  for  authentic  spiritual 


depth  and  meaning. 

Its  members  are  challenging  others 
of  us  to  consider:  Do  our  Christian 
“family  names” — Methodist,  Bap¬ 
tist,  Lutheran,  etc. — any  longer  mean 
anything,  stand  for  anything  or  signal 
anything  special  about  a  person  or 
group’s  relationship  to  God? 

Anything  less,  the  hotel  desk  clerk 
annoyingly  but  perceptively  hinted, 
is  merely  “whatever.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Mr.  Swecker  is  Faith  Forum  page 
editor  of  the  Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  they  said,  “Believe  in  the 
Lord  Jesus,  and  you  will  be  saved, 
you  and  your  household."  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  3  John  4) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  16 

Monday:  Psalms  69:1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  69:6-1 5 
Wednesday:  Exodus  2: 1 1-22 
Thursday:  Matthew  13:1-9 
Friday:  Matthew  13:10-23 
Saturday:  Romans  8:1-8 
Sunday:  Romans  8:9-17 


Mandela  support  noted 

After  reading  the  June  29  article 
concerning  Nelson  Mandela’s  visit, 
there  should  be  no  mystery  why  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  losing 
members  and  why  most  churches 
are  having  financial  problems. 

Why  would  United  Methodists 
give  $200,000  to  an  avowed  com¬ 
munist  and  supporter  of  Fidel  Cas¬ 
tro,  Yasser  Arafat  and  other 
terrorists? 

Pauline  Benson 
Shamrock,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 


brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address 
of  the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  let¬ 
ters  received. 

Address  letters  for  publication 
to  "Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 
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LIBERIAN  CAPITAL  CUT  OFF: 

Downed  communication  lines  in  Liberia  pre¬ 
vented  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  officials  from  contacting  of¬ 
fices  of  the  church’s  Liberia  Annual  Conference 
last  week.  Rebel  fighters  reportedly  controlled 
all  roads  leading  to  Monrovia,  the  capital,  as  the 
civil  war  escalated.  Only  one  United  Methodist 
missionary  is  thought  to  be  still  in  Liberia. 

OFFER  THEM  CHRIST:  Two  major 
issues  facing  the  church  today  are  disbelief  in 
God  as  sustainer  of  daily  life  and  global  starva¬ 
tion  and  poverty.  That  was  the  response  of  2,466 
Wesleyan  Christians  from  around  the  globe  to  a 
World  Methodist  Council-backed  poll.  To  over¬ 
come  the  belief  problem,  world  Methodists  pre¬ 
scribed  proclaiming  “God’s  love  as  revealed  in 
Jesus  Christ  to  all  people,  with  invitations  to  be¬ 
come  disciples.”  Survey  respondents  said  the 
church  could  respond  to  world  starvation  and 
poverty  by  joining  “the  poor  in  struggles  for  sur¬ 
vival  and  for  economic  and  social  justice.”  Survey 
results  appeared  in  the  May-June  issue  of  “World 
Parish,”  the  council’s  newsletter. 

GROUPS  DECRY  ISRAELI  AID: 

Several  United  Methodist  groups  were  among 
U.S.  and  Canadian  organizations  at  a  recent 
United  Nations  symposium  that  called  on  the 
U.S.  government  to  suspend  aid  to  Israel  until 
that  nation  ends  Palestinian  human  rights  viola¬ 
tions  and  seriously  commits  itself  to  peace  talks. 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
officials  sent  President  Bush  a  message  calling 
U.S.  suspension  of  dialogue  with  the  Palestinian 
Liberation  Organization  a  “serious  obstacle”  to 
peace  negotiations. 

BAPTIST:  'GOD  LEFT  U.S.':  An  of¬ 
ficial  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  says  that  God  has  turned  his  back  on  the 
United  States.  The  Rev.  Avery  Willis  issued  the 
warning  at  a  National  Prayer  Conference  at 
New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
sponsored  by  the  board’s  National  Prayer 
Corps.  Mr.  Willis,  a  former  missionary  to  Indo¬ 
nesia,  said  that  God  took  his  wall  of  protection 
away  from  the  United  States  some  time  around 
1963.  He  said  the  Vietnam  War  should  have 
been  a  clear  signal  that  God  wasn’t  protecting 
the  United  States  anymore. 

JUDGE  HALTS  PAMPHLET:  a  fed¬ 
eral  judge  in  New  York  has  issued  a  temporary 
injunction  against  distribution  of  an  anti-por¬ 
nography  pamphlet  issued  by  the  Rev.  Donald 
Wildmon  and  his  American  Family  Associa¬ 
tion.  The  pamphlet  was  issued  in  response  to  a 
libel  suit  alleging  that  the  association  took  the 
work  of  David  Wojnarowicz,  an  artist  and 
AIDS  activist,  out  of  context.  Mr.  Wildmon,  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  has  mailed  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  church  people  to  raise  a  $1  million  fund 
to  hire  lawyers  to  fight  the  libel  case  and  to  file 
lawsuits  in  "Christian  rights”  cases. 


BAPTISTS  PROMISED  NEWS:  a 

“free  flow  of  news”  will  continue  for  Baptists 
even  if  the  Baptist  Press  news  service  is  turned 
into  a  publicity  outlet  for  the  current  adminis¬ 
tration,  according  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Press 
Association.  Meeting  in  Irving,  Texas,  July  6-7, 
the  group  also  passed  a  resolution  commending 
Baptist  Press  for  even-handed  reporting  and 
supporting  director  Alvin  C.  Shackleford  and 
editor  Dan  Martin,  ousted  by  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Executive  Committee  (see  UMff,  July  6). 
Association  members  are  the  editors  of  the  38 
Southern  Baptist  state  newspapers,  with  a  1.6 
million  circulation. 

BISHOP  GETS  NEW  POST:  Episco¬ 
pal  Bishop  Ronald  H.  Haines  was  elected  bishop 
of  Washington  June  30.  The  post  is  considered 
among  the  most  prestigious  in  the  2.4-million- 
member  denomination.  Bishop  Haines  served 
four  years  as  an  assistant  bishop  in  the  nation’s 
capital  under  the  late  Bishop  John  T.  Walker. 


UM  laity ,  clergy  hit  the  top  in  Houston  summit 

*  *  _rr-  •  i _  t~\ _ _ ml.  cnrrnundine  the  summit. 


By  DIANE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

Both  in  people  and  in  proper¬ 
ty,  United  Methodists  got  caught 
up  in  this  week's  economic  sum¬ 
mit  in  Houston. 

Ken  Lay,  a  member  of 
Chapelwood  United  Methodist 
Church,  had  known  only  since  late 
January  that  he  would  co-chair  the 
host  committee  of  the  summit. 
That’s  when  President  Bush,  a 
good  friend,  asked  him  to  do  it. 

“The  good  news,”  said  Mr.  Lay, 
chief  executive  of  Enron  Corp.,  “is 
that  the  host  committee- was  not 


responsible  for  security.’ 

The  guest  list  for  the  summit  in 
the  president’s  adopted  hometown 
included  heads  of  state  and  entou¬ 
rages  from  seven  nations  that  con¬ 
trol  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
world’s  wealth:  Britain,  Canada, 
France,  Italy,  Japan,  West  Germa¬ 
ny  and  the  United  States. 

It  also  included  a  special  dele¬ 
gation  from  12  European  coun¬ 
tries  and  4,000  reporters  from 
around  the  world. 

At  least  one  United  Methodist 
church  in  Houston,  St.  Paul’s, 
closed  for  three  days  because  of  se¬ 
curity  arrangements.  The  church 
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is  on  the  major  route  official  mo¬ 
torcades  traveled  from  the  hotels 
to  the  summit  site  at  Rice  Univer¬ 
sity.  The  sheriffs  department  took 
over  the  church’s  parking  lot. 

The  Rev.  Kelly  Williams,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Chapelwood 
UMC,  said  several  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  congregation  besides 
Mr.  Lay  took  leading  roles  in  the 
summit  planning  and  execution. 

Don  Jordan,  head  of  Houston 
Industries,  chaired  the  rodeo 
committee,  which  treated  the  in¬ 
ternational  guests  to  an  extrava¬ 
ganza  in  the  Astrodome. 

John  Duncan,  president  of 


Duncan  and  Co.,  chaired  the  cul¬ 
tural  events  committee,  and  Ran¬ 
dal  Myers,  former  president  of 
Exxon  Corp.,  chaired  the  “Sights 
of  Houston"  committee. 

“They  are  very  active  United 
Methodists,”  Dr.  Williams  said, 
“and  many  others  were  involved.” 

One  involved  in  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  way  was  the  Rev.  Charles  R. 
Greene  III,  pastor  of  Terrace 
United  Methodist  Church. 

As  the  honorary  consul  of  the 
African  nation  of  Cameroon  and, 
therefore,  a  member  of  the  diplo¬ 
matic  corps  in  Houston,  Mr. 
Greene  was  invited  to  many  social 


events  surrounding  the  summit. 

“Some  pastors  play  dominoes; 
some  play  golf;  I  play  diplomat,” 
Mr.  Greene  said,  laughing. 

Along  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush, 
Mr.  Greene  attended  a  perfor¬ 
mance  of  “Carousel”  Saturday 
night,  the  rodeo  Sunday  night 
and  a  reception  in  honor  of  Mr. 
Lay  and  the  other  co-chairman, 
George  Strake,  Monday  night. 

Mr.  Greene  was  appointed  to 
his  honorary  diplomatic  post  by 
the  State  Department  at  the  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  Cameroon  offi¬ 
cials  because  of  his  work  with 
African  students. 


Leaders,  'pew  views'  match  on 
3  of  7  major  policy  decisions 


SALEM,  Ore.— The  Rev.  Herb  Anderson  (standing),  a  Baptist, 
joins  the  Rev.  Clark  Robb,  a  United  Methodist,  at  a  piano  for 
program  of  music,  pastel  drawing  and  a  sermon.  The  two  origi¬ 
nally  developed  the  program  while  members  of  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary's  class  of  1947.  After  graduation,  they 
appeared  in  churches  from  New  Jersey  to  Oregon,  their  home 
state.  The  two  were  separated  as  they  pursued  their  individual 
ministries.  Forty-three  years  later,  Christmas  cards  revealed 
that,  without  knowing  it,  they  had  retired  in  the  same  Oregon 
valley.  Now  the  old  friends — joined  by  Mr.  Robb's  wife,  vocal¬ 
ist  Jeanne  Magee  Robb — are  once  again  taking  their  program 
on  the  road. 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  in  the  pews 
didn’t  see  eye  to  eye  with  church 
policy-makers  on  all  issues  decid¬ 
ed  by  the  church’s  1988  policy¬ 
making  General  Conference,  a 
survey  has  found. 

But  on  three  of  seven  topics 
studied — ordination  of  homosex¬ 
uals,  the  need  for  a  clear  state¬ 
ment  of  United  Methodist  beliefs 
and  the  role  of  the  church  in  Af¬ 
rica — delegates  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  top  assembly  represented 
the  will  of  the  membership. 

Local  pastors  and  church 
members  differed  with  General 
Conference  delegates  on  the  re¬ 
vised  United  Methodist  Hymnal, 
the  connectional  relationship  be¬ 
tween  congregations  and  the  de¬ 
nomination,  increasing  church 
membership  and  the  future  di¬ 
rection  of  the  12-year-old  mis- 
sional  priority  of  strengthening 
the  ethnic-minority  local  church 
(see  accompanying  table). 

Those  were  the  results  of  a  sur¬ 
vey  released  last  month  by  the 
United  Methodist  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries. 

Clergy  more  liberal 

Survey  responses  showed  that 
“clergy  were  consistently  more 
liberal  than  lay  respondents”  and 
that  “non-delegates  were  consis¬ 
tently  more  conservative  than 
General  Conference  delegates,” 
the  analysis  said. 

The  most  significant  statistical 
disagreements  between  United 
Methodists  in  the  pews  and  other 
survey  groups  involved  the  view 
of  the  Bible,  researchers  found. 

Sixty-two  percent  of  lay  church 
members  who  weren’t  General 
Conference  delegates  agreed  that 
“the  Bible  is  the  literal  word  of 
God.” 

Only  25  percent  of  clergy  non¬ 
delegates,  26  percent  of  lay  dele¬ 
gates  and  1 1  percent  of  clergy 
delegates  agreed  with  that  view. 

Potential  misunderstanding 

“Individual  opinions  about  bib¬ 
lical  interpretation  may  be  strong 
sources  of  potential  misunder¬ 
standing  among  lay  non-delegates 
and  clergy  or  lay  delegates  in  com¬ 
prehending  the  significance  of 
General  Conference  actions,”  the 
Council  on  Ministries  research 
analysis  observed. 

Only  39  percent  of  clergy  dele¬ 
gates  identified  themselves  as 


Where  we  disagree,  agree 

In  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  survey  on  Issues  facing  the 
1988  General  Conference,  delegates  and  non-delegates,  clergy  and 
laity,  showed  the  greatest  opinion  differences  over  the  following 
statements.  Percentages  Indicate  the  number  In  each  group  that 


agreed  with  the  statement. 

Lay 

Clergy 

Lay 

Clergy 

delegates 

delegate* 

non¬ 

non- 

■  1  personally  am  commit¬ 
ted  to  bring  new  members 

Into  my  local  congrega¬ 
tion.  90% 

96% 

delegates 

64% 

delegatej 

98% 

■  The  Bible  Is  the  literal 
word  of  God.  26% 

11% 

62% 

25% 

■  The  new  hymnal  should 

Include  hymns  from  differ¬ 
ent  traditions,  including 

Aslan,  Hispanic,  Native 
American/Indian  and  black.  95% 

98% 

60% 

89% 

■  Hymns  should  remain 
as  they  were  written,  even 

If  the  wording  Is  offensive 
to  some  people.  43% 

25% 

74% 

51% 

■  It  is  Important  to  con¬ 
tinually  update  the  hym¬ 
nal  to  keep  up  with  the 
times.  79% 

88% 

44% 

74% 

Delegates  and  non-delegates,  clergy  and  laity,  showed  the  great¬ 
est  opinion  similarities  In  response  to  the  following  statements.  Per¬ 
centages  Indicate  the  number  In  each  group  that  agreed  with  the 
statement. 

Lay  Clergy  -Lay  Clergy 

delegates  delegates  non-  non- 

delegates  delegates 

■  A  clear  statement  of 
common  beliefs  would 


help  unify  the  church. 

■  Homosexuality  Is  In¬ 
compatible  with  Christian 

76% 

75% 

74% 

74% 

teaching. 

■  The  United  Methodist 
Church  should  continue 
Its  ban  against  the  use  of 
church  funds  by  any  group 
that  promotes  the  accep- 

68% 

68% 

65% 

74% 

tance  of  homosexuality. 

■  The  United  Methodist 
Church  should  prohibit 
the  ordination  of  persons 
who  have  openly  declared 
themselves  to  be  homo¬ 
sexuals  and  are  also  ac¬ 
tively  practicing  homosex- 

68% 

67% 

59% 

68% 

uals. 

■  My  local  congregation 
has  Increased  in  member¬ 
ship  during  the  last  five 

'9% 

81% 

72% 

82% 

years. 

62% 

68% 

62% 

60% 

conservatives.  That  compares 
with  52  percent  of  clergy  non¬ 
delegates,  5 1  percent  of  lay  dele- 
gates  and  69  percent  of  lay 
non-delegates. 

The  research  project  questioned 
327  lay  and  295  clergy  delegates  to 
the  last  session  of  the  church’s 
General  Conference — of  996  to¬ 
tal — about  seven  topics  they  con¬ 


sidered  in  St.  Louis  in  1988. 

Researchers  then  asked  pastors 
and  lay  members  randomly  se¬ 
lected  from  120  congregations 
across  the  nation  the  same  45 
questions.  The  congregations 
were  picked  to  represent  the  size 
and  urban-rural  ratio  of  local 
churches  in  each  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  five  geographic  jurisdic¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States. 


English-only  rule  for  Laity  Address 
raises  challenge  about  inclusiveness 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

If  you  want  the  honor  of  delivering 
the  Laity  Address  to  the  1992  United 
Methodist  General  Conference,  you’d 
better  be  fluent  in  English. 

The  requirement  that  entries  in 
the  laity-speaker  search  be  in  En¬ 
glish  is  raising  questions  among 
some  United  Methodists.  They 
think  it  sends  the  wrong  message 
about  the  church’s  inclusiveness. 

The  language  requirement  has 
been  questioned  both  informally  by 
individuals  and  formally  by  the 
church’s  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race.  The  commis¬ 
sion  is  the  church’s  official  monitor 
on  racial-ethnic  inclusiveness. 

Barbara  R.  Thompson,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  religion  and  race 
agency,  said  she  sent  her  inquiry 
about  the  language  rule  to  Kenneth 
Plummer,  chairman  of  the  Laity 
Address  search  committee  of  the 


National  Association  of  Annual 
Conference  Lay  Leaders. 

“Part  of  the  reason  I  wrote  was  a 
concern  that  those  for  whom  En¬ 
glish  is  not  the  first  language  would 
be  locked  out  [of  the  search]  by  the 
need  for  translation,”  Ms.  Thomp¬ 
son  said. 

“It  seemed  that,  given  the  global 
nature  of  the  church,  the  rule  was 
unfair.  Any  barrier  is  greater  when 
placed  before  racial-ethnic  people, 
but  it  could  also  be  just  as  much  a 
problem  for  someone  whose  first 
language  is  German.” 

Mr.  Plummer,  lay  leader  of  the 
church's  Central  Pennsylvania  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  said  he  informed 
Ms.  Thompson  that  the  language 
decision  was  a  difficult  one  that  the 
association  made  after  research  and 
discussion. 

"It’s  the  same  rule  that  was  in 
force  for  the  1988  Laity  Address,”  he 
explained.  “The  decision  was  made 
mainly  because  it’s  practical.  Other¬ 


wise,  there  would  be  a  great  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  translation.  If  we  translate  it 
wrong,  you  see  what  we’re  up  against. 

“We  discussed  the  language  issue 
with  lay  leaders  of  the  Puerto  Rico 
and  Central  [overseas]  conferences. 
None  raised  any  objection  to  hav¬ 
ing  to  use  English.  The  Puerto  Ri¬ 
can  lay  leader  said  he  believed  the 
concepts  [in  Spanish]  could  be  ex¬ 
pressed  just  as  well  in  English.” 

Mr.  Plummer  added  that  if  a  genu¬ 
ine  problem  were  to  arise  among  po¬ 
tential  speech  candidates  over 
language,  it  probably  would  take  a  full 
vote  of  the  lay  leaders'  association  to 
change  the  “English-only”  rule. 

The  next  scheduled  meeting  of 
the  national  lay  leaders’  association 
is  in  February  1991.  Deadline  for 
submissions  to  the  Laity  Address 
search  isJune30,  1991. 

The.  Laity  Address  was  autho¬ 
rized  by  the  1976  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  first  presented  at  the  1980 
General  Conference. 


DISCOVER  PEOPLE  WHO 
ARE  CHANGING  THE  WORLD 


We  invite  you  to  watch  Catch  the  Spirit  and  see  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  working  today  through  United  Methodists  worldwide. 

Catch  the  Spirit  is  telecast  weekly  over  these  satellite  networks  as 
well  as  a  number  of  local  cable  and  broadcast  television  oudets: 


WISH- Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network 
(Satcom  3R,  Transponder  5) 

Tuesday,  7:30  pm  ET 
Wednesday,  2:30  pm  ET 
Thursday,  9:00  am  ET 

CTMA-Catholic  Telecommunications  Network  of 
America 

(Weststar  5,  Transponder  13) 

Monday,  1:30  pm  ET  and  locally 
scheduled  times 

To  find  whether  Catch  the  Spirit  is  available  in  your  area, 
contact  your  local  cable  system. 

For  additional  information  you  may  write: 


A  CTI -American  Christian  Television  System 
(Galaxy  HI,  Transponder  7) 

Sunday,  1 1:00  am  ET 
Thursday,  10:00  am  ET 
Friday,  1:00  pm  &  7:00  pm  ET 

A  VM- Alternate  View  Network 
(Satcom  3,  Transponder  12) 

Sunday,  7:30  am  ET 

Catch  the  Spirit 

§ THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
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DOCKET  ANNOUNCED:  Language 
for  addressing  the  deity  and  financial  support 
for  an  abortion  rights  coalition  are  among  16 
questions  of  church  law  to  be  considered  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  highest  court  Oct. 
24-27.  The  Judicial  Council  docket  includes 
also  clergy  pensions,  appointment  of  pastors, 
disciplining  of  clergy,  budgeting,  admission  of 
clergy  to  a  conference,  the  number  of  episcopal 
areas  in  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction,  clergy 
housing,  tenure  on  conference  organizations 
and  insurance  programs. 

COST-CUTTING  DEFEATED:  The 

North  Central  New  York  Annual  Conference 
voted  down  a  proposal  to  start  billing  local  con¬ 
gregations  for  the  full  cost  of  their  pastors’ 
health  insurance.  Instead,  a  task  force  was 
named  to  develop  new  budget  proposals.  Those 
proposals  are  to  be  voted  upon  at  a  special  fall 
session.  The  cost-shifting  proposal  was  one  of 
several  measures  recommended  by  a  special 
task  force  to  ease  the  conference’s  health  insur¬ 
ance  cost  burden.  The  North  Central  New  York 
conference  was  profiled  in  May  in  the  Report 
er’s  special  report  on  the  church  and  health  in 
surance  costs.  The  conference’s  health 
insurance  costs  have  doubled  over  the  past 
three  years  and  are  projected  to  continue  to  rise 
30  percent  annually  through  1995. 

THEOLOGY  HEAD:  The  dean  of 
United  Methodist-related  Candler  School  of  The¬ 
ology  at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta  has  been 
named  president  of  the  Association  of  Theologi¬ 
cal  Schools.  The  Rev.  Jim  L.  Waits  is  to  serve  a 
two-year  term  as  head  of  the  organization 
which  includes  204  Protestant  and  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  institutions  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
The  association  is  the  accrediting  agency  for  grad¬ 
uate  school  theological  education. 

YOUTH  LEADER  RESIGNS:  Jack  b 

Harrison  has  resigned  as  executive  director  of 
the  United  Methodist  National  Youth  Ministry 
Organization  (NYMO),  effective  Sept.  15  to 
pursue  a  law  degree.  Nominated  by  the  organi¬ 
zation's  steering  committee  to  succeed  Mr.  Har¬ 
rison  is  Angela  Gay  Kinkead,  a  diaconal 
minister  in  the  West  Virginia  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  who  has  been  a  NYMO  staff  member  since 
1986.  Pending  her  election  by  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  Ms.  Kinkead  will  assume 
her  new  responsibilities  Sept.  1 5. 

BACK  IN  FAVOR:  After  five  years  of 
building  enrollment  and  stabilizing  finances 
and  staff,  a  United  Methodist  prep  school  in 
Puerto  Rico  is  off  probation  and  back  in  full  fa¬ 
vor  as  a  church-related  school.  The  Robinson 
School,  Santurce,  Puerto  Rico,  a  350-student 
prep  school,  had  its  probation  lifted  recently  by 
the  University  Senate,  a  25-member  body 
which  evaluates  and  recommends  schools  for 
relationship  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

CHOIRS  SOUGHT:  United  Method¬ 
ist  choirs  that  want  to  sing  during  the  1992 
General  Conference  have  until  Jan.  31  to  sub¬ 
mit  audition  tapes  and  biographical  data.  Caro¬ 
lyn  J.  Hopkins,  chairwoman  of  the  Commission 
on  the  General  Conference’s  program  commit¬ 
tee,  said  she  expects  eight  to  10  musical  groups 
to  sing  during  worship  services  at  the  next  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  denomination’s  highest  policy-mak¬ 
ing  assembly.  Each  choir  will  be  responsible  for 
its  own  expenses  in  connection  with  the  appear¬ 
ance  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  she  said.  Audition 
tapes,  programs  and  biographical  information 
should  be  sent  to  Ms.  Hopkins  at  Route  3,  Box 
22,  Cairo,  Ga.  31728.  The  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  slated  for  May  5-15. 

MERGER  IN  THE  WORKS:  The 

Central  Illinois  and  Southern  Illinois  annual 
conferences  moved  a  step  closer  to  merger  last 
month.  Both  conferences  approved  a  merger  re¬ 
port  from  a  44-member  committee  composed  of 
representatives  from  the  two  bodies.  The  report 
includes  a  proposal  to  merge  the  two  confer¬ 
ences’  health  insurance  plans.  The  two  confer¬ 
ences  are  to  vote  on  the  merger  in  1 992. 

TELEVISION  HOST:  The  first  black 
woman  ordained  a  deacon  in  the  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference  is  to  be 
the  new  host  of  an  inter¬ 
faith  television  show  in  the 
Dallas/Fort  Worth  area. 

The  Rev.  Sheron  C. 

Patterson,  also  the  first 
black  associate  pastor  of  the 
6.000-member  First  United  ^ 

Methodist  Church  in  ^ 

las,  begins  her  duties  on  Sheron  Patterson 
“Faith  Focus"  July  22.  She  is  to  serve  as  host  of 
the  weekly  30-minute  program  for  three 
months.  Ms.  Patterson  is  a  former  staff  writer 
with  The  United  Methodist  Reporter  and  has 
received  awards  in  both  journalism  and  Chris¬ 
tian  social  ethics. 

BRITISH  OPPOSE  TAX:  Delegates  to 
the  annual  session  of  the  British  Methodist 
Conference  called  on  the  government  to  with¬ 
draw  the  poll  tax  and  relax  legal  restrictions  on 
landmarked  churches.  The  poll  tax,  introduced 
earlier  this  year  as  a  replacement  for  real  estate 
taxes,  was  the  subject  of  vigorous  criticism  at 
the  conference.  While  real  estate  taxes  had  been 
based  on  the  evaluation  of  each  property,  the 
poll  tax  levies  a  fixed  charge  on  every  voter,  re¬ 
gardless  of  income. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Center  takes  Christ's  command  seriously 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

KINGSTON,  Jamaica — Visi¬ 
tors  can  tell  immediately  that 
Bethel  Health  Center  operates  on 
a  shoestring. 

The  building  is  cooled  solely 
by  tropical  breezes  blowing 
through  its  faded  curtains. 

The  walls  feature  tattered 
health-education  posters  and 
hand-drawn  inspirational  signs. 

Battered  furniture  and  second¬ 
hand  equipment  don’t  have  the 
gleam  of  U.S.  medical  centers. 

But  Bethel  doesn’t  try  to  imi¬ 
tate  American  health  care.  It 
can’t  afford  to,  practically  or 
spiritually. 

Materialism  fought 

Instead,  Bethel  seeks  to 
counter  the  materialism  and  bad- 
health  habits — such  as  beer- 
drinking — beamed  into  Jamaica 
via  satellite  from  U.S.  television. 

“Western  materialism  sees  the 
spirit  as  irrelevant,”  Dr.  Anthony 


Allen,  one  of  Bethel’s  executives, 
recently  told  a  group  of  visitors 
from  an  ecumenical  consulta¬ 
tion.  "Because  of  that,  Western 
churches  have  emphasized  the 
Gospel  and  left  the  healing  to 
doctors.  That  ignores  Christ’s 
first  command  to  heal  the  sick. 

“We  need  alternative  lifestyles 
because  the  government  has  cut 
back  on  public-health  services  to 
have  money  to  pay  Jamaica’s  ex¬ 
ternal  debt.  It  has  left  us  with  few 
doctors,  nurses  or  hospitals.” 

Dr.  Allen,  one  of  Jamaica’s  few 
psychiatrists,  said  that  Bethel’s  so¬ 
lution  is  to  foster  health  as  the  har¬ 
mony  of  body,  mind  and  spirit. 

To  support  reintegration  of 
body,  mind  and  spirit,  each  patient 
works  with  a  team  consisting  of  a 
physician,  nurses,  counselors, 
prayer  partners  and  social  workers. 

The  team  cooperatively  tends 
to  all  of  the  patient’s  needs  while 
he  or  she  recovers. 

Bethel  treats  patients  with  all 
kinds  of  ills,  from  emotional 
problems  to  physical  ailments — 


including  the  physical  and  emo¬ 
tional  illness  of  drug  abuse. 

Prayer  and  visitation  make  up 
a  large  component  of  Bethel’s 
care,  said  Eugenia  McFarqhuar, 
the  center's  nursing  director. 

“Every  day,  the  staff  and  pa¬ 
tients  meet  for  devotions  and 
prayer,”  explained  Ms.  McFarq¬ 
huar,  who  recently  retired  as 
chief  of  nursing  for  Jamaica’s 
health  ministry. 

“We  keep  a  box  on  the  piano 
for  prayer  requests.  Each  Thurs¬ 
day  the  staff  meets  to  pray  for 
each  others’  needs.” 

Center  offers  alternative 

The  health  center  offers  Jamai¬ 
cans  an  alternative  to  traditional 
Western  medical  care  through  a 
three-part  program  of  recovery, 
rehabilitation  and  prevention, 
Dr.  Allen  added. 

The  healing  process  at  Bethel 
places  strong  emphasis  on  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  responsibility  for  his 
or  her  own  health. 

Dr.  Angela  Buckland,  one  of  the 


center’s  two  physicians,  said  that 
instilling  self-esteem  in  people  is 
integral  to  Bethel’s  program. 

"When  people  are  well  physi¬ 
cally,  mentally,  spiritually  and 
socially,  they’re  really  well!”  said 
Dr.  Buckland. 

Dr.  Allen  acknowledged  that 
the-health  center  struggles  con¬ 
stantly  for  funding  to  continue 
its  work.  That’s  because  the  cen¬ 
ter — like  every  other  Jamaican 
enterprise — is  affected  by  the 
country’s  unstable  and  highly  in¬ 
flated  economy. 

Despite  the  economic  uncer¬ 


tainty,  patients’  fees  are  purpose¬ 
ly  kept  as  low  as  possible.  No  one 
is  turned  away. 

Many  of  its  workers,  including 
Dr.  Allen  and  Mrs.  McFarqhuar, 
volunteer  their  services.  Church 
members  volunteer  as  secretar¬ 
ies,  counselors,  prayer  partners, 
etc.  Bethel  Baptist  Church  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  building  and  its 
maintenance. 

About  half  of  Bethel’s  funding 
now  comes  from  churches  out¬ 
side  Jamaica  and  such  non-de- 
nominational  agencies  as  Bread 
for  the  World. 


Unintentional  ecumenist'  closing  25-year  career 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— When  the  Rev. 
Robert  W.  Huston  was  an  observ¬ 
er  at  the  1965  Vatican  II  confer¬ 
ence  in  Rome,  he  spoke  often  with 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church’s 
U.S.  ecumenical  officer. 

Out  of  that  relationship  came  a 
series  of  Roman  Catholic-United 
Methodist  dialogues  over  the 
years  and  an  example  of  how  the 
former-banker-tumed-pastor  led 
the  United  Methodist  Church 
into  establishing  ecumenical 
bonds  with  other  religions. 

"The  credibility  of  the  gospel 
rests  in  our  relationships  as 
Christian  churches  and  individ¬ 
uals,"  said  Dr.  Huston.  He  will 
retire  in  September  after  25  years 
as  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns,  headquartered 
in  New  York. 

“We  have  made  a  fetish  of  em¬ 
phasizing  differences  instead  of 
commonality.” 

The  Tacoma,  Wash.,  native  was 
an  unintentional  ecumenist  before 
he  even  entered  the  ministry. 

On  an  aircraft  carrier  in  World 
War  11,  he  presided  over  a  prayer 
group  composed  of  Catholics, 
Protestants,  several  Jews,  one  or 
two  Mormons  and  “a  man  who 
claimed  he  was  a  Buddhist.” 

Later,  at  age  29,  Dr.  Huston 
interrupted  a  career  as  a  junior 
bank  officer  to  enter  seminary. 

As  pastor  of  churches  in  Taco¬ 
ma;  Weston,  Mass.,  and  Malden, 
Mass.,  he  founded  several  com- 


"The  credibility  of 
the  gospel  rests  in  our 
relationships  as 
Christian  churches  and 
individuals  . . .  We 
have  made  a  fetish  of 
emphasizing 
differences.  . . 

— Robert  Huston 

munity  councils  of  churches  and 
earned  a  doctorate  in  ecumenics 
and  social  ethics  from  Boston 
University  School  of  Theology  in 
1964. 

That  same  year,  delegates  to 
the  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  created  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Ecumenical  affairs. 
That  agency  has  evolved  into  the 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns. 

'Crash  course'  from  Outler 

Dr.  Huston  was  elected  its  first 
general  secretary.  Then  the  Rev. 
Albert  C.  Outler,  one  of  United 
Methodism’s  top  theologians  and 
a  prominent  ecumenical  leader, 
invited  him  to  Rome  “for  a  crash 
course  of  ecumenical  theology 
and  strategy.” 

The  Second  Vatican  Council 
had  significant  repercussions  for 
other  religions  as  well  as  for  the 
Catholic  Church. 

Dr.  Huston  described  it  as  “a 
period  of  ecumenical  euphoria” 
when  people  were  “excited  about 
worshiping  with  other  folks  and 


working  together  in  councils  of 
churches.” 

During  the  commission’s  early 
years,  he  spent  most  of  his  time 
on  the  road,  “establishing  a  base 
in  every  annual  conference.” 

Within  the  first  three  years,  the 
number  of  conference  commis¬ 
sions  on  ecumenical  affairs  in¬ 
creased  from  four  to  60  and,  by 
1970,  each  annual  conference 
had  such  a  commission. 

On  the  ecumenical  scene,  Dr. 
Huston  has  been  a  member  of 
the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  governing  board  since 
1966  and  has  been  to  every 
World  Council  of  Churches  As¬ 
sembly  except  one. 

For  the  past  seven  years,  he 
has  served  on  the  WCC’s  Central 
Committee. 

Defender  of  WCC 

The  Rev.  Joan  Brown  Camp¬ 
bell,  director  of  the  WCC’s  U.S. 
office,  calls  his  commitment 
“consistent  and  even  courageous. 
He  was  a  defender  of  the  World 
Council  when  others  questioned 
the  priorities  of  the  council.” 

Dr.  Huston’s  support  of  the 
WCC  stems  partly  from  his  belief 
that  Christians  must  address 
forces  that  manipulate  and  op¬ 
press  individuals. 

“There  are  no  problems  that  I 
can  think  of  that  do  not  have 
global  implications,”  he  said. 

In  the  same  way,  he  believes 
that  the  NCC  remains  important 
as  a  forum  for  discussion,  broker 
of  funds  and  planner  of  pro¬ 
grams. 

While  the  ecumenical  “eupho- 
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The  Rev.  Robert  Huston  (center)  receives  a  plaque  commemo¬ 
rating  his  25  years  of  service  in  ecumenical  affairs  from  United 
Methodist  Bishops  William  B.  Grove  of  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
(left)  and  jack  Tuell  of  Los  Angeles. 


ria”  has  passed.  Dr.  Huston  said 
today’s  interfaith  leaders  are  tak¬ 
ing  a  longer  view  of  their  tasks. 

“In  this  kind  of  work,  you  have 
to  do  a  great  many  things  on 
faith,”  he  explained.  “You  do 
not  see  immediate  results.” 

He  said  he  believes  one  of  the 
greatest  contributions  he  has 
made  is  encouraging  United 
Methodist  bishops  to  serve  as  ec¬ 
umenical  officers  for  the  church. 

Upon  retirement,  Dr.  Huston 


Gripes  continue  over 
World  Methodist  site 


will  serve  as  associate  pastor  of 
Huntington-Cold  Spring  Harbor 
United  Methodist  Church  on 
Long  Island  and  collaborate  on  a 
book  detailing  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  involvement  in  the  ecu¬ 
menical  movement. 

He  also  expects  to  have  more 
time  for  family— his  wife  of  46 
years,  Frances;  daughter  Alyce 
Hemstreet  of  East  Lyme,  Conn.; 
and  two  grandchildren — and 
hobbies  of  music  and  carpentry. 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— “Con¬ 
cern  and  disappointment”  has 
been  voiced  by  the  Ninth  As¬ 
sembly  of  the  Christian  Con¬ 
ference  of  Asia  at  plans  to  hold 
the  1 6th  World  Methodist 
Conference  and  related  meet¬ 
ings  next  July  in  Singapore. 

The  action  taken  during  the 
Christian  Conference’s  Assem¬ 
bly  in  mid-June  in  Manila  is 
the  latest  in  a  continuing  rum¬ 
ble  of  criticism  at  the  World 
Methodist  Council’s  decision 
to  meet  in  Singapore. 

The  objections  are  based  on 
the  Singapore  government’s 
expulsion  of  the  Christian 
Conference  of  Asia  in  late 
1987  on  grounds  that  the 
church  group  supported  libera¬ 
tion  movements  and  funded 
pro-communist  organizations. 

In  a  statement  dated  June 
21  and  addressed  to  World 
Methodist  Council  members, 
Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Ke¬ 
nya,  who  chairs  the  executive 
committee,  said  that  “in 
reaching  its  decision  to  meet 
in  Singapore,  the  World 
Methodist  Council  felt  the 
need  to  be  in  solidarity  with 
Christians  in  Singapore  at 
their  hour  of  need.” 

The  Christian  Conference 
of  Asia  is  made  up  of  15  na¬ 


tional  councils  of  churches  in 
countries  such  as  Burma, 
China,  Japan,  Korea,  Malay¬ 
sia,  Pakistan,  Singapore  and 
the  Philippines,  and  101  au¬ 
tonomous  religious  bodies. 

A  number  of  Methodist 
churches  are  members  of 
both  the  Christian  Confer¬ 
ence  of  Asia  and  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

The  World  Council  of 
Churches  Central  Committee 
recommended  in  1988  that 
church  bodies  “seriously 
consider”  not  holding  ecu¬ 
menical  meetings  in  Singa¬ 
pore  because  of  the  Asia 
group’s  expulsion. 

About  125  members  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council, 
meeting  in  Switzerland  in 
September  1 989,  approved 
without  a  dissenting  vote,  af¬ 
ter  three  days  of  off-and-on 
debate,  the  selection  of  Sin¬ 
gapore  for  the  meetings  that 
are  held  each  five  years. 
There  were  three  absten¬ 
tions,  none  of  them  Asians. 

In  correspondence  recent¬ 
ly,  the  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Hale, 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  World 
Methodist  Council  general 
secretary,  has  emphasized 
that  the  invitation  to  meet  in 
Singapore  was  extended  by 
the  Methodist  Church  there, 
not  by  the  government  of  the 
city-state.  / 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 

tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  SI0  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
wherv  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church. 

Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per¬ 
sons  available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians' 

FOR  SALE—  HAMMOND  ORGAN  WITH 
Leslie  speaker.  Approximately  30  years  old. 
$2,500  plus  shipping.  Contact:  Rev.  LeNoir 
Culbertson,  (6 1 5)  368-76 1 1 . 

'  Huntington.  WV  25706-0036. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Normal,  IL. 
1.900-member  growing  multi-staff  church  near 
state  university  campus  in  twin  city  community 
of  100,000.  Responsible  for  total  education  pro¬ 
gram — children,  youth,  and  adult.  M.C.E.  or 
equivalent  and  related  experience  preferred.  Send 
resume  to:  Duane  Yockey,  SPR  Chair,  2 1 1  N. 
School,  Normal,  IL  61761.  (E.O.E) 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  stitcheries. 

Make  items  for  church,  home,  bazaar,  gifts.  Cata¬ 
log  S 1 .00  (refundable  with  first  order).  Nancy  De¬ 
signs,  424R  East  Sixth,  Blue  Earth,  MN  56013. 

programs  designed  specifically  for  families  of  in¬ 
fants  through  grade  school  age  children.  Mini¬ 
mum  qualifications  include  a  bachelor’s  degree 
with  experience  or  master’s  degree,  must  be  a 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 

Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones, 
pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m. 
(504)488-0856. 

self-starter,  looking  for  enthusiasm  and  organiza¬ 
tional  skills.  Salary  dependent  upon  applicant's 
education,  skills,  and  experience.  Resumes  and 
references  by  August  1  to:  Chairman  SPR  Com- 

KIRKWOOD  UNITED  METHODIST  Church 

of  suburban  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  1500+  mem¬ 
bers,  is  seeking  a  certified  and  experienced  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Education  with  emphasis  on 
youth  and  children.  Send  resume  and  references 
to:  201  West  Adams,  St.  Louis.  MO  63122,  Attn: 
Phyllis  Buck. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu¬ 

mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet, 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  nego¬ 
tiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 

ingbird  Lane,  Fort  Smith,  AR  72901.’ . .  ( 

ORGANIST:  PART-TIME  POSITION,  organist 

and  accompanist.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Sioux  Falls,  SD.  Master's  degree  re- 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits, 

fabrics.  Stoles,  paraments,  etc.  Brochure/fabric 

New  41  stop  3  manual  tracker  pipe  organ.  Send 
resume  to:  Rev.  Richard  Collman,  Minister  of 
Music,  Spring  Ave.  57104.  Salary  range 

$4,000-$6,000.  Deadline:  August  15. 

CAMP/RETREAT  CENTER  MANAGER. 

Full-time  permanent  position  with  housing/ 
most  meals.  Assists  director  with  daily  opera¬ 
tion.  Primary  responsibilities  include:  supervi¬ 
sion,  programming,  recruiting  summer  stafT 
and  volunteers,  promotion  and  public  relations. 
Contact:  Dave  North,  Sacramento  Methodist 
Assembly.  P.O.  Box  188,  Sacramento,  NM 
88347  or  (505)  687-3414. 

swatches  $3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  avail¬ 
able  for  meetings.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd„  Philadelphia,  PA  1 9 1 20.  (21 5)  329-732 1 . 

WANTED:  FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  Music 

for  2,000-member  church,  FUMC,  Alexandria, 
LA.  Interested  in  a  comprehensive  ministry  of 
music  (choirs  for  all  ages,  including  handbells). 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Henry  C. 
Blount.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  2727 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Education/Youth  Ministries  at  First  United 
Methodist,  815  No.  Broad,  Fremont,  NE 
68025.  (402)  721-0817.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  Joe 
Scahill  by  July  23. 

LAKE  HOUSE  FOR  SALE  near  Lakeview  Con¬ 

ference  Center.  Hwy.  84  between  Palestine- 
Fairfield.  Lake  front,  boathouse,  pier.  Comfort¬ 
able,  remodeled  house,  all  amenities,  stone 
fireplace.  (214)  389-5993.  Rev.  Stanley  Vo- 
dicka,  533  Peachtree,  Fairfield,  TX  75840. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH. 

Downers  Grove,  IL  (Chicago  suburbs),  a  multi- 
stafr,  2400-member  congregation,  is  seeking  a 
full-time  Director  of  Children  and  Adult  Minis- 

WANTED,  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR/DCE. 

1 500-membcr  church,  Tampa,  Florida.  Responsi¬ 
ble  for  total  programming.  Salary  commensurate 
with  experience  and  is  negotiable.  Send  resume 

BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS!  New  and 

used —  Champion.  Call:  American  TransCoach 
today.  (817)458-4844. 

to:  Rev.  James  Martin,  Temple  Terrace  United 
Methodist  Church,  5030  E.  Busch  Blvd.,  Tampa, 
FL  33617. 

DIRECTOR.  ECUMENICAL  URBAN  Minis¬ 

tries,  Pittsburgh,  PA.  We  are  seeking  a  person 
with  organizational  experience  and  skills  who 
will  lead  this  training-oriented  five-denomina¬ 
tion  organization  in  determining  significant  ur¬ 
ban  issues  in  the  area  and  the  training  needed 
by  clergy  and  parish  leadership.  A  portion  of 
the  assignment  will  be  as  co-pastor  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  of  Reconciliation,  an  interdenomina- 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 

Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  SI 65 
week,  S525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 

UNITED  CAMPUS  MINISTRY  DIRECTOR 
sought  for  interfaith  ministry,  Florida  Atlantic 
University,  Boca  Raton,  Florida.  Position  open 
to  either  lay  or  clergy.  Send  resumes  to:  Rabbi 
Ted  Feldman,  336  N.W.  Spanish  River  Blvd. 
Boca  Raton,  FL  33431  by  August  1,  1990. 

POSITION  FOR  AN  EXPERIENCED  Director 
of  Christian  Education  in  an  1,800-member 
United  Methodist  Church.  Will  supervise  church 
school  program  for  all  ages.  Contact:  St.  Paul’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  1314  Foulk  Rd„  Wil- 

ployer.  Detailed  position  description  available 
on  request.  Forward  dossiers  by  August  6,  1990 
to:  Search  Committee,  Ecumenical  Urban  Minis- 
,^/xN«LBcllefield  Ave  -  Pittsburgh.  PA 
15213-2610.  Phone:  (412)682-2751.  | 

LAKE  front  cottage  on  fishing  lake 

Pocono  Mts.  Pennsylvania.  Sleeps  four. 
Equipped.  Boat.  J235  week.  Contact:  Frank 

Sl-  Andrews  Dr..  Mashpee,  MA 
02649.  (508)  477-6848. 

mington,  Delaware  19803.  (302)  478-3135. 

CHRISTIAN  ACTIVITIES  DIRECTOR:  1,800- 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and  stay  at 

Keller  s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
to  160).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming,  S9.00  tickets,  grilled  burger 
cook  out.  and  breakfast.  All  for  S24.00  each'  Call¬ 
ed )  253-8418  today! 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  FOR  coop- 

erative  Christian  urban  ministry.  Position  re¬ 
quires  a  creative,  energetic  person  with  manage¬ 
ment  and  public  relations  skills  and  the  ability  to 

member  church  seeks  experienced  peson  to  admin¬ 
ister  recreational  ministries.  Salary  range  SI8-20K. 
Resumes:  Tom  Haygood,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  217  E  Main,  Hendersonville,  TN  37075. 

direct  a  large  volunteer  staff.  Persons  should  have 
professional  experience  In  ministry,  social  service 
or  related  field.  Application  deadline:  August  1. 
Send  resume  to:  TCM  Search  Committee,  First 
UMC.  500  N.  Broad  St.,  Brevard,  NC  28712. 

VACATION  HOME  IN  BEAUTIFUL  Estes 

Park,  Colorado.  Two  bedrooms,  two  baths,  lake 
view,  close  to  Rocky  Mountain  National  Park. 

$3 20.00/week.  Call:  (307)  742-8204. 

TEXAS  PANHANDLE  TRAVELERS  welcome! 

Worship  Sundays  First  UMC,  Dumas  10:55  a  m 

and  6:00  p.m.  East  of  287,  401  Binkley.  Blue 
jeans  welcome!  Inquiries:  (806)  935-7200. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  of  Church 

Music  for  1300  member  United  Methodist 
Church.  (Within  one  hour’s  drive  of  Atlanta, 
GA.)  Send  resume  to  Church  Administrator,  P.O. 
Box  628,  Rome,  GA  30 1 6 1 . 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  an(F*>> 

gram  needed  for  growing  500-member  evangfi* 
cal  United  Methodist  Church,  40  miles  from  & 
lanta,  GA.  Resumes  to:  First  United  Methodisl 
Church,  400  South  Broad  Street,  Monroe,  GAf 
30655.  (404)  267-6525. 

HAND  BELLS:  Wanted  used  set  of  two  or  three 

octaves.  Phone  218-692-4220  or  write  Hal  Neff, 

Box  377.  Crosslake,  MN  56442. 
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New  Moves  Bring 
New  Beginnings 

Editor’s  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week's  column  is 
written  by  Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent. 

Our  family  is  one  of  those  who  re-experienced  an  old  United 
Methodist  post  Annual  Conference  tradition:  moving.  All  up  and  down 
interstates  and  backroads  across.  The  connection  there  has  been  folks 
looking  for  new  banks,  new  doctors,  new  schools,  new  friends. 

As  we  made  our  way  across  the  state,  I  thought  of  the  words  W.  T. 
Handy  Jr.  once  said  to  a  friend  of  mine  during  a  time  of  serious  life 
change,  “T  his  is  a  good  time  to  start  believing  all  those  things  you've 
been  preaching."  No  move  is  easy,  but  if  ever  there  was  a  time  to 
believe  in  new  beginnings,  the  day  of  a  move  is  that  time. 

After  all  the  boxes  have  disappeared  and  the  pictures  have  been  hung 
on  the  wall,  we  know  there  is  something  sacred  happening  in  the 
months  of  summer.  Though  distance  may  separate  us,  we  are  finding 
ways  to  affirm  the  bonding  with  those  we  have  left,  while  at  the  same 
time,  responding  to  the  new  possibilities  now  open  to  us. 

I  think  another  pastor,  Robert  Fulgham,  author  of  All  I  Really  Need 
to  Know  I  Learned  in  Kindergarten,  was  right  in  a  recent  interview  in 
Time  Magazine 

“The  grass  Is  not,  in  fact,  always  greener  on  the  other  side  of  the 
fence.  No,  not  at  all.  Fences  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  grass 
is  greener  where  it  is  watered. 

Moral:  When  crossing  over  fences,  carry  water  with  you  and  tend 
the  grass  wherever  you  may  be! 

I'll  be  trying  very  hard  to  do  that. 


Sharing  Year-Round  Ideas  . . . 

Adopt  an  Apportionment 

The  “Adopt  an  Apportionment”  program  was  a  tremendous  success 
in  our  church  of  800  members. 

We  were  behind  in  our  giving  to  apportionments  and  conference 
benevolences,  so  we  asked  members  to  select  a  particular 
apportionment  such  as  the  Black  College  Fund  or  the  World  Service 
Fund  and  give  a  designated  amount  to  their  chosen  cause. 

This  program  personalized  giving  and  provided  an  opportunity  to 
explain  the  importance  of  the  ministries  which  depend  on  our  support. 
The  result,  financially  speaking,  was  that  we  paid  a  larger  percentage 
of  apportionments  than  in  previous  years. 

—  Forest  Hills  UMC,  Tampa,  Fla. 


Centenary  Invites  Ministerial 
Fellowship  Applications 


Hispanic  Ministry 
Focus  of  Seminar 


The  Ministerial  Fellows  program 
of  Centenary  College  was 
established  to  offer  diaconal  and 
ordained  ministers  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  the  opportunity 
to  use  Centenary  facilities  and 
resources  for  ongoing  study  and 
research. 

This  experience  is  structured 
around  the  needs  and  interests  of 
the  minister  and  is  offered  at  no 
expense  to  either  the  conference  or 
the  “Fellow.”  Housing,  meals, 
campus  and  library  privileges  are  all 
provided  the  “Fellow"  for  the  time 
of  residency  at  Centenary. 

Selected  “Fellows”  are  invited  to 


Recently,  the  Magnolia  UM  met 
and  were  joined  by  their  wives  for  a 
delicious  chicken  barbecue  dinner. 
A  short  business  meeting  followed 
where  a  report  was  given  on  the 
progress  of  additions  to  the  church 
facilities.  Rev.  Wayne  Howington  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  William  H.  Willis  Jr.  of  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  of 
Ruston  was  recently  granted 
endorsement  by  the  Division  of 
Chaplains  and  Related  Ministries 
of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 
The  Division  has  responsibility  for 
endorsing  all  United  Methodists  as 
pastoral  counselors  or  as  chaplains 
in  the  military,  correctional  and 
health  care  institutions,  industry, 
and  community  service 
organizations.  Endorsement  is  an 
affirmation  that  a  person  is  or  will 
be  performing  a  valid  ministry 
within  the  covenant  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  has  the 
preparation,  training,  skills  and 
experience  to  perform  that 
ministry.  To  be  endorsed  one  must 


spend  two  school  weeks  in 
residence  on  the  Centenary  campus. 
.These  are  structured  in  one  week 
sessions  with  resource  assistance 
offered  by  designated  members  of 
the  Centenary  faculty.  Two  units  of 
continuing  education  credit  are 
Offered  for  the  experience. 

There  are  two  Ministerial  Fellows 
selected  each  year.  Those  interested 
in  applying  or  obtaining  further 
information  on  this  program, 
should  contact:  Mr.  Dick  Anders, 
T  he  Office  of  Church  Relations, 
Centenary  College,  P.O.  Box  41188, 
Shreveport,  LA  71  134-1188,  (318) 
869-5108.  This  should  be  done  no 
later  than  August  15,  1990. 


b<-  a  full  member  of  an  annual 
Conference,  referred  by  a  bishop 
and  district  superintendent,  and 
Ciedentialed  by  appropriate 
agencies.  Individuals  are  first 
interviewed  by  regional  committees 
of  peers.  The  final  decision  is  made 
by  a  ten-member  clergy  committee 
within  the  division  chaired  by 
Bishop  Ernest  Newman. 

*  *  * 

Dillard  University  President  and 
Chairman  of  the  Presidents  of 
Member  Institutions  of  the  United 
Negro  College  Fund,  Dr.  Samuel 
PuBois  Cook,  recently  met  with 
former  U.S.  Ambassador  to  Britain, 
Walter  Annenberg  to  receive 
Annenberg’s  generous  gift  of 
$50,000,000  as  a  donation  to  the 
l  NCF.  Dr.  Cook  accepted  the  gift 
on  behalf  of  UNCF.  President 
George  Bush  was  on  hand  to  lend 
his  support.  President  Bush  cited 
the  publishing  tycoon  for  setting  a 
“significant  and  marvelous 
example”  by  donating  the  money  to 
UNCF,  the  largest  gift  ever  for 
black  colleges.  Annenberg,  82, 
whose  father  founded  a  publishing 


Consistent  with  the  Church’s 
increasing  service  to  Hispanic 
populations,  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Latin  America,  is  the 
need  for  cultural  and  linguistic 
preparedness  of  clergy  and  lay 
people.  The  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute  located  in  El  Paso,  Texas 
will  conduct  a  special  two  week 
summer  seminar  July  23  to  August 
3.  The  seminar  will  provide  those 
who  are  involved  in  expanding  the 
Church’s  Hispanic  ministry  with 
the  basic  Spanish  conversational 
and  cultural  knowledge  necessary  to 
work  effectively  within  these 
communities. 

The  program  will  include  50 
hours  of  classroom  Spanish 
Language  instruction.  The  teaching 
method  is  audio-lingual.  The 
students  will  spend  most  of  their 
time  speaking  in,  not  about 
Spanish,  thus  giving  them  the 
opportunity  to  use  Spanish  in 
communication  rather  than  in 
translation.  The  course  content  will 
equip  students  to  function  in 
practical  and  ministry-related 
situations  and  include  relevant 
vocabulary. 


empire  that  once  included  TV 
Guide  and  The  Philadelphia 
Inquirer,  said  wealthy  people  have 
an  obligation  to  help  the  less 
fortunate. 

•  •  • 

The  weekend  of  July  6,  7  and  8 
was  a  very  special  one  for  First 
UMC,  Minden.  A  seminar  was  held 
featuring  Delores  and  Bill  Winder. 
The  Winders  were  on  hand  in  the 
fall  where  Delores  spoke  to  the 
Sunday  School  classes  in  the 
sanctuary.  Many  were  touched  by 
her  testimony  of  her  complete 
healing  of  a  terminal  illness.  During 
this  recent  seminar,  she  and  her 
husband,  Bill,  used  the  theme 
"Healing  of  the  Emotions.”  Rev. 


A  candid  “nuts  and  bolts" 
training  session  will  be  held  to  help 
participants  better  understand  the 
value  system  and  ways  of  their 
Hispanic  counterparts.  The 
workshop  will  consist  of  a  series  of 
presentations  of  lecture  topics 
dealing  with  Mexican  and  Hispanic 
American  culture,  and  open  forum 
sessions  in  which  specific  problems 
are  confronted  from  several 
perspectives. 

Participants  consist  of  lay  and 
clergy  church  leadership  from 
churches  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  and  Western 
Jurisdiction  including:  Volunteers 
in  Mission;  leaders,  domestic  and 
international;  pastors;  community 
ministry  professionals;  and  lay 
evangelists. 

Instructors  have  been  specially 
selected  for  their  dynamism  and 
demonstrated  effectiveness  in  the 
teaching  of  spoken  language  skills. 
The  Lydia  Patterson  staff  and  local 
leadership  will  direct  tours,  and 
excursion  activities  and  provide 
transportation  services  during  the 
event. 


Carl  Rhoads  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch  Jr..  Chaplain 
of  the  Methodist  Home  in  New 
Orleans,  was  the  guest  preacher  July 
8  at  Abbeville  UMC.  He  began  his 
talk  with  a  slide  presentation  which 
he  showed  to  the  combined  Sunday 
School  classes  showing  pictures  of 
the  Home’s  ministry  which  the 
children  of  Abbeville  UMC  help 
support  through  their  gifts  during 
Vacation  Bible  School.  He  enabled 
those  present  to  see  with  eyes  of 
understanding  the  needs  of  the 
hurting  children  which  are  a  part  of 
his  ministry  and  part  of  his  life. 
Rev.  Ed  Dilworth  is  pastor. 


i — Persons-Churches  -Events — , 


Around  the  Conference 


During  June,  Round  Grove  and  St.  James  UMC  in  the  Shreveport  District 
each  held  Vacation  Bible  School  activities.  Classes  were  offered  for  all  age 
groups.  The  daily  attendance  for  each  church  ranged  from  40  to  50 
students.  At  Round  Grove  the  students  were  engaged  in  creative  art  work. 
Last  summer,  the  youth  and  children  of  the  two  churches  visited  Hot 
Springs,  Arkansas.  The  highlight  of  the  visit  was  a  trip  to  Magic  Springs 
Amusement  Park.  This  year  the  group  has  considered  a  trip  to  Six  Flags  in 
Dallas,  Texas.  Rev.  Arnold  Brown  is  the  pastor  of  both  churches. 


The  students  of  the  Tulane  UM  Center  (Wesley  Foundation)  completed 
their  annual  recycling  campaign.  Cans  were  collected  during  the  entire 
academic  year.  Proceeds  from  their  efforts  were  donated  to  the  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans.  Ms.  Janie  Walton  (center),  Coordinator  of  Service 
Ministries  for  TUMC,  presents  a  check  to  Rev.  W.  O.  Lynch,  Chaplain  of 
the  Home  (right).  Looking  on  at  left  is  TUMC  Director,  Rev.  John 
Higginbotham. 


Pictured  I.  to  r.  are:  New  Orleans  District  Superintendent  Joe  McClain, 
Curtiss  Dali  Eden,  and  Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson,  pastor  of  Kenner  UMC. 
The  church  conference  of  Kenner  unanimously  endorsed  Ms.  Eden  for  the 
Candidacy  for  Ministry  Program. 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot  were  honored  by  the  ladies  of  the 
Oakdale  UMC  with  a  farewell  reception  on  June  10.  The  Crofoots  were 
presented  a  silver  tray.  Many  friends  were  on  hand  from  the  community 
and  other  churches  which  the  Crofoots  have  served  in  the  past.  They  now 
reside  in  Ruston. 


Peggy  Pugh  was  recently  named  Church  Woman  of  the  Year  at  the  Annual 
Church  Women  United  luncheon  held  at  St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC  in  Lake 
Charles.  In  addition  to  her  involvement  in  civic  activities,  she  is  active  in 
UMW,  co-teaches  the  Stonerollers  Sunday  Class,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Administrative  Board,  Communications  Committee,  and  the  We  Care 
Committee.  Mrs.  Pugh  is  a  member  of  University  UMC  in  Lake  Charles. 
Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones  is  pastor. 


The  Vacation  Bible  School  of  Jefferson  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  recently 
visited  the  Conference  Office  also  located  in  Baton  Rouge.  Pictured 
outside  in  front  of  the  building  are:  Jessica  Breaux,  Rev.  Wishy  Nolan, 
pastor,  Ashley  Rose,  Brian  Peter,  Ms.  Cathy  Muller,  teacher,  Shelley 
Hathaway,  Mark  Richardson,  Robby  Overall,  Tippory  Overall,  Beth 
Muller,  and  Jami  Golden. 


Faith  forum 
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Editorials; 


A  gap  that  we  must  close 


Consider  this  observation  by  a  re¬ 
spondent  to  the  Reporter’s  recent 
poll  regarding  euthanasia  (see  other 
responses  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

“Churches  and  synagogues 
should  be  the  setting  in  which  these 
issues  of  life  and  death,  of  meaning 
and  quality  of  life  are  discussed  in  a 
calm  and  faith-centered  manner,” 
wrote  the  Rev.  James  J.  Seeber  of 
Claremont,  Calif. 

“Unfortunately,  most  congrega¬ 
tions  are  not  willing  to  raise  or  to 
face  issues  over  which  persons  may 
have  strongly  differing  opinions,  so 
persons  are  denied  the  chance  to 
think  about  these  critical  matters 
with  Christian  friends.” 

We  agree  on  both  counts.  A  griev¬ 
ous  gap  often  exists  between  the 
ideal  and  the  actual  when  Chris¬ 
tians  deal  with — or,  more  likely, 
avoid — issues  of  death  and  dying. 

In  her  June  22  column  calling  for 
a  “theology  of  euthanasia,”  the 
Rev.  Judith  L.  Weidman  hinted  at 
part  of  the  reason  for  that  gap:  lack 
of  agreement  on  how  to  think  and 
talk  as  Christians  about  such  spiri¬ 
tually  and  morally  complex  issues. 

At  least  one  more  factor  contrib¬ 
utes  to  the  ideal-actual  gap.  That’s  a 
widespread  aversion  to,  or  fear  of, 
death  and  dying. 

Ponder  how  frequently  many  of 
us  avoid  people  known  to  have  a 
terminal  illness. 

Or  ask  yourself  when  was  the  last 
time  that  a  funeral  or  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  was  held  in  your  church. 


Or  think  about  the  numerous  eu¬ 
phemisms — “passed  away,”  “went 
to  sleep,"  “crossed  over,”  “taken  by 
God,"  “went  to  a  better  place," 
etc. — that  many  of  us  use  rather 
than  state  simply  that  one  “died." 

Such  physical  and  verbal  distanc¬ 
ing  from  death’s  sting  has  at  least 
one  tragic  outcome:  an  all-too-fre- 
quent  denial  of  the  community  of 
faith’s  healing  presence  to  people 
who  suffer  and  mourn. 

As  Christians,  we  are  called  upon  to 
witness  in  word  and  deed  to  the  reali¬ 
ty  of  St.  Paul’s  teaching  that  “neither 
death,  nor  life, . . .  nor  anything  else  in 
all  creation,  will  be  able  to  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord”  (Romans  8:38-39  NRSV). 

A  more  urgent  time  has  never  ex¬ 
isted  for  Christ’s  followers  to  find 
concrete,  compassionate  ways  to 
embody  that  hope-filled  perspective. 

An  aging  populace,  the  devasta¬ 
tion  of  AIDS,  the  scourge  of  drug 
abuse,  life-prolonging  technology — 
all  these  and  other  realities  fuel  a 
massive  need  to  address  perplexing 
spiritual  and  ethical  issues  posed  by 
death  and  dying  in  the  20th  century. 

We’re  encouraged  that  most  re¬ 
spondents  to  our  recent  poll  expressed 
a  remarkable  openness  to  dealing  with 
such  mind-  and  soul-boggling  issues 
as  euthanasia  and  suicide. 

If  opportunities  for  dialogue  and 
action  regarding  these  and  related 
concerns  don't  exist  in  your  congre¬ 
gation,  you  and  others  should  take 
steps  to  see  that  they  do. 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


Let's  not  be  divided  over  who's  leading  pack 


It  struck  me  as  odd  that  Beryl 
Ingram-Ward  congratulated  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  as  the  group 
that’s  leading  the  way  forward  in 
our  struggle  with  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  (see  UMR,  June  29). 

It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that 
our  church  be  faithful  to  the  Gos¬ 
pel  whether  we  be  from  the  West¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction  or  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  or  wherever 
we  serve  and  worship  God. 

We  need  not  divide  the  church 
on  who  is  leading  the  pack.  That 
would  not  be  inclusive. 

Milford  H.  Gibbs  Jr. 

Flat  River,  Missouri 

Quote  corrected 

Thank  you  for  your  coverage  of 
our  congregational  development 
activities  here  in  the  Desert  South¬ 
west  conference.  John  Lovelace 
was  able  to  capture  the  excitement 
we  felt  as  we  started  our  22nd 
church  July  1  (see  UMR,  June  8). 

However,  I  would  like  to  clari¬ 
fy  one  statement  in  which  I  was 
misquoted.  My  comment  wasn’t 
that  “people  move  here  to  get 
disconnected  from  religious  and 
social  networks.”  Rather,  I  said, 
“People  who  move  here  get  dis¬ 
connected  from  religious  and  so¬ 
cial  networks.” 

The  statement  reflects  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  moving  to  the  desert 


southwest  rather  than  the  reason 
for  such  a  move.  Because  people 
leave  behind  religious  and  social 
networks,  a  primary  need  of  these 
new  arrivals  is  to  re-establish  these 
networks.  It  is  this  issue  that  many 
of  our  churches  are  addressing  in 
their  evangelism  programs. 

There  are  two  major  reasons  for 
people  moving  to  the  desert  south¬ 
west  area.  The  climate,  which  es¬ 
pecially  attracts  retirees,  is 
obvious,  but  a  much  larger  group 
of  people  move  here  because  of 
employment  opportunities. 

Michael  G.  Nickerson 
Phoenix,  Arizona 

Clarification  offered 

I’m  writing  to  clarify  a  few 
misunderstandings  in  response  to 
a  June  29  letter  by  Ellen  Water¬ 
man  Proctor  addressing  the  Tei- 
kyo-Westmar  College  situation. 

As  a  member  of  the  Iowa  An¬ 
nual  Conference  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Campus  Ministry, 
I  would  like  to  share  thoughts 
from  that  perspective. 

Ms.  Proctor  states  that  the 
church  was  wrong  in  “so  hastily 
severing  ties”  with  Westmar.  The 
haste  wasn’t  on  the  church’s  part. 

By  the  time  the  episcopal  of¬ 
fice,  the  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Campus  Ministry  and 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  col¬ 


lege  learned  of  the  impending 
“reorganization,”  it  was  essen¬ 
tially  a  “fait  accompli.” 

In  fact,  most  of  us  learned  of  the 
proposed  action  by  reading  about 
it  in  the  newspapers.  At  its  Feb.  10 
meeting,  the  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Campus  Ministry,  be¬ 
cause  of  its  concern  about  the 
rapidity  of  events,  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  urging  those  involved  with  the 
negotiations  to  slow  the  process  so 
that  care  could  be  exercised  in  a 
decision  of  great  significance  for 
both  the  college  and  the  church. 
The  plea  was  ignored. 

Ms.  Proctor  alleges  that  the 
church’s  “stubborn  refusal  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  has  ended  a  100-year  tra¬ 
dition  of  church  relatedness.” 

To  the  contrary,  efforts  by  the 
church  to  negotiate  were  met  with 
evasiveness,  misrepresentation 
and,  in  the  final  analysis,  outright 
refusal  to  compromise.  Dr.  Shoi- 
chi  Okinaga’s  response,  when 
asked  to  negotiate  regarding  issues 
of  governance,  was  a  flat  “no.” 

Despite  what  the  headline  over 
the  letters  column  says,  the  church 
didn't  sever  ties  with  Westmar. 
Westmar  College,  by  its  unilateral 
course  of  action  and  its  ignoring  of 
the  process  set  up  for  decision 
making  in  these  matters,  chose  to 
sever  its  ties  with  the  church.  We 
are  all  deeply  saddened  by  this 


loss.  Those  of  us  in  the  Iowa  con¬ 
ference,  especially,  feel  we  have 
lost  part  of  our  family. 

A  resolution  passed  at  the  re¬ 
cently  concluded  Iowa  Annual 
Conference  reiterated  the 
church’s  openness  to  re-establish¬ 
ing  ties  with  Teikyo-Westmar 
University  should  circumstances 
change.  But  for  this  covenant  to 
become  a  reality,  there  will  need 
to  be  honesty,  openness  and  good 
faith  to  both  sides.  The  church 
cannot  do  it  alone. 

Janet  E.  Stephenson 
Ames,  Iowa 

Let's  not  be  stampeded 

In  the  intensely  emotional  at¬ 
mosphere  surrounding  the  flag- 
burning  issue,  let  us  not  be  stam¬ 
peded  into  tampering  with  the 
First  Amendment. 

The  flag  is  an  honored  symbol 
that  I  respect  profoundly.  Yet  it 
isn’t  the  flag  that  is  sacred,  but 
the  freedom  for  which  it  stands. 

Dissent  is  the  essence  of  de¬ 
mocracy.  How  tragic  it  would  be 
if  to  restrain  a  relatively  few  peo¬ 
ple  who  might  choose  flag  burn¬ 
ing  as  a  form  of  protest,  we 
should  chip  away  at  a  document 
that  is  the  foundation  of  this  be¬ 
loved  republic  of  ours! 

L.  Bevel  Jones  III 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina 


What  do  you  think?: 


'Suicide  machine/  euthanasia  controversy  spark  response 


The  Reporter  recently  asked 
readers  to  respond  to  a  three-part 
survey  regarding  their  views  on  Dr. 
Jack  Kevorkian’s  “suicide  ma¬ 
chine”  and  the  need  for  Christians 
to  develop  a  “theology  of  euthana¬ 
sia”  (see  UMR,  June  22,  survey  re¬ 
sults  and  related  editorial  elsewhere 
on  this  page). 

Here  is  a  sampling  of  comments: 

Ted  Elmgren,  Julian,  Calif.:  As  a 

church,  let  us  not  take  a  stand  that 
life  must  be  protected  and  pre¬ 
served  at  any  cost.  I  believe  that 
God,  as  a  loving  Father,  would  not 
want  me  or  others  to  suffer  for  no 
purpose  at  all. 

Gilbert  Y.  Taverner,  Concord, 
Maine:  We  must  develop  a  “theol¬ 
ogy  of  euthanasia.”  Respect  for  the 
sanctity  of  life  requires  an  emphasis 
and  understanding  of  the  wholeness 
of  body,  soul  and  spirit.  The  indig¬ 
nities  brought  by  the  life-prolonging 
capacity  of  medical  science  were 
not  even  dreamt  of  in  the  formative 
origins  of  Christianity.  We  must  ap¬ 
ply  the  best  of  developmental 
Christian  ethics,  not  simply  make 
assumptions  inadequate  to  today. 

Mrs.  J.  Coomer,  Hinsdale,  III.:  A 


“euthanasia  theology?”  Certainly, 
as  long  as  it  is  in  opposition  to  it! 

Laurie  La  Van,  Fairfield,  Iowa:  I 

don’t  agree  that  Christians  should 
develop  a  “theology  of  euthanasia." 
Our  God,  the  creator  of  the  earth,  is 
the  giver  and  taker  of  life.  While  it’s 
painful  to  see  others  suffer,  we  must 
remind  ourselves  that  our  time  on 
earth  is  short  compared  to  eternity 
in  heaven.  We  are  here  to  do  the 
will  of  God.  We  may  not  always  un¬ 
derstand  the  reason  for  a  painful 
situation  that  seems  unending,  but  I 
don’t  believe  we  should  take  it  upon 
ourselves  to  end  it. 

Ron  Peck,  Beech  Bluff,  Tenn.:  Eu¬ 
thanasia  is  being  practiced  everyday 
on  unborn  children.  In  my  opinion 
we’ve  got  euthanasia  backward.  We 
take  the  life  of  the  healthy  and  pro¬ 
long  the  death  of  the  unhealthy. 

Doug  Milliron,  Hosston,  La.:  Say¬ 
ing  no  to  the  advance  Of  death  by 
enhancing  death  is  alien  to  what  it 
means  to  be  human.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  technical  advances 
we  have  to  postpone  or  enhance 
death  are  unacceptable.  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  killing  for  the  escape 


3  of  4  readers  say  ‘yes’ 

The  Rev.  Judith  L.  Weidman  suggested  in  a  June  22  column  that 
Christians  should  develop  a  “theology  of  euthanasia.” 

Yes  No 


Do  you  agree?  75% 

Do  you  believe  there  are  circum¬ 
stances  In  which  an  individual  can 
morally  justify  terminating  his  or 
her  own  life?  73% 

Do  you  believe  that  devices  such 
as  Dr.  Kevorkian’s  “suicide  ma-  v 

chine”  should  be  available  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  make  that  choice?  70% 


25% 


27% 


30% 


of  suffering,  however  technical  or 
primitive,  is  a  great  wrong. 

Mary  Beth  Comp,  Manchester, 
Conn.:  I’d  rather  be  in  Denmark 
where  family  physicians  administer 
final  injections  to  terminally  ill  pa¬ 
tients  on  their  request.  If  I  know 
there  is  no  hope  for  continued  life 
and  I  cannot  bear  another  second  of 
horrible  pain— you  bet,  offer  me 
death.  I  don’t  dread  death  at  all — 
only  getting  there  inhumanely. 


Shirley  A.  Grierson,  Salt  Lake 
City:  I  see  no  “sin”  in  opting  to  die 
with  dignity. 

Joseph  Garrett,  Tulsa,  Okla.: 

“The  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  If  you  destroy  this  temple,  I 
will  destroy  you”  (1  Corinthians 
3:17). 

Ann  Thompson,  Loveland,  Colo.: 

A  machine  such  as  Dr.  Kevorkian’s 
to  end  suffering  is  probably  as  good 


Should  Christians  approve  the  use  of  a 
the  one  invented  by  Dr.  Jack  Kevorkian? 

as  a  pill  for  the  same  purpose.  Ei¬ 
ther  one  should  be  made  available 
to  people  with  a  debilitating  termi¬ 
nal  disease. 


'suicide  machine"  such  as 


C.A.  “Pat”  Burke,  San  Antonio, 

Texas:  As  a  senior  citizen  I  consider 
myself  a  very  vigorous  physical, 


My  Witness= 


I've  seen  one  of  the  most  amazing  gifts  given  to  UMC! 


By  KARL  K.  STEGALL 

Several  months  ago  I  visited 
Chester,  Calif.,  a  beautiful  little 
sawmill  town  130  miles  northwest 
of  Reno,  Nev. 

I  was  there  as  a  member  of  the 
World  Program  Division  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  the  guest  of 
the  officials  of  the  Collins  Pine  Co. 

I  saw  firsthand  one  of  the  most 
amazing  gifts  ever  made  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Many  years  ago,  Everell  Stanton 
Collins  placed  within  his  will  a  gift 
that  amounted  to  more  than  50,000 


"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may 
share  meaningful  ex- 
periences  of  the  Chris- 
tian  life.  The  Rev.  Karl  PFpg 
K.  Stegall  is  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Montgom -  . 

ery,  Ala.,  (Alabama-  Tkw.  j _ 

West  Florida  Annual  Conference)  and 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for  con¬ 
sideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced  pages 
maximum  length )  to  "My  Witness,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  66027 5,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  7S266-027S. 

acres  of  the  most  beautiful  timber- 
land  one  could  imagine  in  Northern 


California. 

Each  year  The  United  Methodist 
Church  receives  more  than  $4  mil¬ 
lion  from  the  timber  that  is  cut  se¬ 
lectively  from  the  land.  The  money 
supports  mission  projects  around 
the  world. 

The  story  began  in  1855  when 
Truman  Doud  Collins  left  his  home 
in  Cortland,  N.Y.,  and  began  a  saw¬ 
mill  in  Forest  County,  Pa.  His  in¬ 
vestment  in  the  timber  industry 
proved  to  be  financially  rewarding. 
So  he  invested  in  western  timber- 
lands  in  California,  Oregon  and 
Washington.’ 

Truman  had  a  great  love  for  Meth¬ 


odist  missions.  He  gave  generously  to 
many  mission  projects  of  the  church, 
especially  those  in  India. 

Upon  Truman’s  death,  his  son, 
Everell  Stanton  Collins,  maintained 
his  father’s  love  and  interest  in  the 
world  mission  programs  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  He  continued  in 
his  father’s  footsteps  with  generous 
gifts  to  mission  projects  in  India, 
China  and  northern  Africa. 

Everell  Collins  continues  that 
support  today  through  his  bequest. 

In  1989  the  World  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  received  $4.6  million  from  this 
one  gift  by  the  Collins  family. 

That  same  year  the  World  Divi¬ 


sion  received  $3.1  million  from 
across  the  whole  church  through  the 
World  Service  fund. 

Income  from  the  Collins  gift  was 
exceeded  only  by  the  $5.1  million 
received  from  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  through  the  mission 
board's  Women’s  Division. 

Somewhere  along  the  way  the  Col¬ 
lins  family  caught  a  vision  of  biblical 
stewardship.  They  heeded  those 
words  of  Scripture,  “To  whom  much 
is  given,  much  will  be  required.” 

From  now  until  eternity,  The 
United  Methodist  Church  will  be 
able  to  spread  the  good  news  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  across  the  world  because 
of  the  generosity  of  this  one  family. 


mentally  alert,  active  individual.  If 
I  become  severely  disabled,  mental¬ 
ly  or  physically,  to  the  point  where 
others  have  to  bathe,  feed  or  other¬ 
wise  care  for  me,  I  will  immediately 
choose  to  make  a  quiet,  peaceful 
exit  from  this  vale  of  tears.  I  will  ap¬ 
preciate  it  if  you  just  tend  to  your 
own  business  and  leave  me  alone. 

Kenneth  G.  Heaton,  Santa  Ana, 
Calif.:  I  urge  you  of  the  press  to  pur¬ 
sue  this  issue  until  it  is  removed 
from  the  courts  and  returned  to  the 
rightful  decision-makers:  people 
and  families  who  face  death.  [This 
issue]  should  be  a  matter  between 
woman,  her  physician  and  her  God. 

Glen  Cramer,  Kerrville,  Texas:  In 
all  of  His  ministry,  Jesus  never  aid¬ 
ed  anyone  in  hastening  death  except 
to  give  him  or  her  strength  in  suffer¬ 
ing.  Indeed,  His  own  death  was  an 
example  of  completing  the  will  of 
the  Father  in  His  suffering. 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible- 
book,  chapter ,  verse— of  the  following: 

“When  Christ  who  is  our  life  ap¬ 
pears,  then  you  also  will  appear 
with  him  in  glory.”  (RSV) 
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The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new 
readers  about  1,600  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  Alamo  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas  (Southwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent 
to  the  more  than  360  local  churches 
across  the  United  States  that  pub¬ 
lish  special  editions  of  the  Reporter. 
These  editions  combine  local 
church  news  with  general  religious 
news  and  opinion  and  are  mailed  as 
one  paper  directly  to  the  homes  of 


all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  San  An¬ 
tonio,  we  say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  find  your  new  church  paper  inter¬ 
esting  and  informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  and 
opinion  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say  again, 
"Thank  you  for  reading  your  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter.” 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Acts  16:31) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  23 

Monday:  Psalms  103:1-13 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 03: 1 5-22 
Wednesday:  Exodus  3:1-12 
Thursday:  Matthew  13:24-30,  36-43 
Friday':  Matthew  13:31-33 
Saturday:  Romans  8:18-21 
Sunday:  Romans  8:21-25 


t 
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watch 


BISHOP'S  HOME  HIT:  The  home  of 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Arthur  R.  Kulah  (Li- 
beria  Area)  was  shot  up  this  ”  ' 

month  as  fighting  escalated 
in  Monrovia,  the  capital  of  I 
Liberia  in  western  Africa.  \ 

The  bishop  wasn’t  at  home  ^ 
at  the  time  of  the  attack, 
but  three  young  adults  who 
work  for  the  Liberian  An¬ 
nual  Conference  were  ab¬ 
ducted  from  there.  The  Arthur  Kulah 
bishop’s  wife  and  four  children  had  left  home 
last  month.  The  last  of  25  United  Methodist 
missionaries  to  leave  Liberia,  the  Rev.  William 
Frank  Warnock  Sr.,  informed  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  these  develop¬ 
ments  July  12  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for 
Antwerp,  Belgium.  He  said  he  learned  of  them 
via  a  letter  from  the  bishop.  The  attackers  were 
siiid  to  be  members  of  the  Krahn  tribe,  who 
back  Liberian  President  Samuel  K.  Doe.  Bishop 
Kulah  has  been  a  leader  in  attempts  to  mediate 
the  dispute  between  the  government  and  the 
National  Patriotic  Front. 

GROWTH  PIONEER  DIES: 

"rite  Rev.  Donald  Anderson  McGavran,  a  pio¬ 
neering  missiologist  who  was  generally  consid¬ 
ered  the  founder  of  the  modern  ’’church 
growth”  movement,  died  at  his  home  in  Altade- 
na.  Calif.,  July  10  at  age  92.  Born  to  American 
missionary  parents  in  Damoh,  India,  he  grew 
u{>  in  the  United  States.  He  graduated  from  But¬ 
ler  College  in  Indianapolis  in  1920,  received  a 
Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree  from  Yale  Divinity 
Sthool  and  in  1922  married  another  Butler  Col¬ 
lege  alumnus,  Mary  Elizabeth  Howard,  who 
died  April  5.  Dr.  McGavran  was  founding  dean 
of  the  Fuller  Theological  Seminary  World  Mis¬ 
sion  School. 


PAY  HIKES  ROLLED  BACK:  Salary 
increases  totalling  $79,250 — some  over  the  de¬ 
nominationally  allowable  maximum — at  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  were  rescinded  for  nine  top  board  execu¬ 
tives  at  a  June  23  meeting  in  Philadelphia.  The 
board  kept  $70,750  in  raises  for  middle-man¬ 
agement  employees.  Presbyterians  complained 
when  paychecks  of  some  employees  were  boost¬ 
ed  by  as  much  as  29  percent. 


CONSENSUS  NOT  GOAL:  Price 

H.  Gwynn  III  of  Charlotte,  N.C.,  new  modera¬ 
tor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.),  doesn’t 
expect  to  reach  consensus  among  opposing  fac¬ 
tions  within  the  denomination’s  2.9  million 
members.  “If  we  disagree  on  non-essentials, 
let’s  don’t  spend  a  lot  of  time  fussing  with  each 
other  under  the  assumption  that  we’ve  all  got  to 
be  on  exactly  the  same  track  to  be  productive 
and  to  be  effective,”  said  the  67-year-old  lay¬ 
man. 

NEW  SEMINARY  TO  OPEN:  Knox 

Theological  Seminary,  to  open  in  September, 
has  been  established  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla., 
by  the  Rev.  D.  James  Kennedy.  He  heads  the 
conservative,  evangelical  8,000-member  Coral 
Ridge  Presbyterian  Church,  a  radio  and  televi¬ 
sion  program  ministry,  a  world-wide  evange¬ 
lism  training  program  and  a  K-12  school.  The 
seminary  catalogue  says  its  faculty  “wholeheart¬ 
edly  believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  inerrant  Word  of 
God.”  It  will  train  only  males  for  ordination 
and  church  leadership. 

ORDINATIONS  DEFENDED:  Two 

San  Francisco  congregations  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  have  defended 
their  ordinations  of  homosexuals  during  open 
hearings  conducted  there  by  a  12-member  disci¬ 
plinary  committee.  If  the  committee  rules 
against  the  small  congregations  they  would  be 
subject  to  censure,  suspension  or  expulsion 
from  the  5.3-million  member  denomination. 


'Saving  stations'  take  stand 
against  scourge  of  drugs 

Drug  deal  occurs  on  street  in  view  of  UM  worship 


‘Saving 
Station’ 
Sites 


Five  United  Methodist  "saving 
stations"  are  operating  this 
summer  at  these  sites.  They 
are  among  14  United 
Methodist  congregations  in 
Washington  and  Prince 
George’s  County,  Md.  that 
have  joined  in  a 
demonstration  project  to 
"pray,  study  and  act"  against 
drugs  in  their  areas. 

Mis. 
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By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTI| 

Associate  Editor  Jl  1 

WASHINGTON— We  were  un¬ 
der  the  “saving  station”  tent,  prais¬ 
ing  the  Lord  on  a  Friday  night, 
when  the  drug  deal  went  down. 

At  first  I  couldn’t  believe  what 
I  was  seeing.  But  then,  my  ex-cop 
reporter’s  antennae  convinced 
me  I  really  had  seen  what  I 
thought  I  saw. 

On  the  street,  not  10  yards 
from  a  United  Methodist  wor¬ 
ship  service,  a  man  got  out  of  his 
dark  gray  car  and  walked  back  to 
a  white  car.  The  driver  of  that 
white  car  had  just  honked  at  him. 

In  the  hand  of  the  walking  man 
was  money.  He  handed  it  through 
the  car  window  as  the  other  driver 
passed  him  a  small  packet. 

I  didn’t  have  to  see  the  packet 
up  close  to  be  pretty  sure  it  con¬ 
tained  illegal  drugs.  A 

UM  churches  linkup 

This  is  Anacostia,  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  southeast  Washington. 

Here  and  in  northern  Prince 
George’s  County,  Md.,  14  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregations  are 
linked  cooperativdyAn  a  demon¬ 
stration  project  of  the  yearlong 
Bishops'  Initiative  Against  Drugs 
and  Violence. 

Five  of  those  14  churches — 
A.P.  Shaw,  Grace,  St.  Paul’s, 
Gethsemane  and  First-Bradbury 
Heights — are  set  up  this  summer 
as  “United  Methodist  Saving 
Stations.” 

Through  various  outreach 
ministries  of  prevention,  inter¬ 
vention,  education  and  evange¬ 
lism,  volunteers  manning  the 
“saving  stations”  are  fighting 


against  Anacostia’s  pervasive 
drug  abuse  and  violence. 

My  Washington-wise  col¬ 
leagues  warned  me  about  Ana¬ 
costia.  Don’t  go  there  by 
yourself,  they  said.  Hang  on  tight 
to  your  belongings. 

With  such  forewarnings  I  ex¬ 
pected  to  visit  a  war  zone.  In¬ 
stead  I  found  parts  of  Anacostia 
downright  lovely,  with  stately 
trees  shading  streets  lined  with 
well-kept  homes. 

Hometown,  America. 

The  cozy  hometown  image 
vanished  when  I  got  to  three  of 
the  “saving  station”  churches. 

Drug  dealers  close  by 

The  Rev.  Harold  T.  Hender¬ 
son,  pastor  of  Grace  UMC  in 
Fort  Washington,  Md.,  told  me 
that  just  a  mile  from  his  serene, 
oak-shaded  church  grounds  is  the 
most  active  drug-dealing  district 
in  Prince  George’s  County. 

Every  night  dozens  of  affluent 
white  professionals  from  the  na¬ 
tion’s  capital  come  to  Fort  Wash¬ 
ington  to  buy  cocaine,  Mr. 
Henderson  said. 

In  response,  on  a  Sunday  more 
than  a  year  ago,  he  issued  a  call 
for  people  to  work  against  drugs. 

“Ninety  members  stood  up,” 
he  said. 

This  summer,  the  tent  ministry 
at  Grace  UMC  is  the  most  flour¬ 
ishing  of  the  experimental  proj¬ 
ects.  The  tent  ministry’s  vacation 
Bible  school  classes  registered 
120  youngsters — more  than 
twice  the  number  expected. 

“SWAT”  teams — "special  wit¬ 
nessing  action  teams” — visit 
“hurting”  families  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  They’ve  been  specially 


trained  to  offer  Christ  and  the 
church’s  community  as  a  way  out 
of  addiction.  As  a  result  of  their 
efforts,  1 8  people  recently  joined 
Grace  UMC.  Ten  were  from  fam¬ 
ilies  with  drug-addicted  relatives. 

“From  Dope  to  Hope,”  anoth¬ 
er  witnessing  project,  takes  the 
Gospel  to  Fort  Washington’s 
streets  and  apartment  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Its  witnesses  concentrate 
on  talking  with  young  people, 
said  Mr.  Henderson. 

Efforts  having  effect 

These  efforts — and  others  such 
as  a  counseling  and  referral  ser¬ 
vice — are  having  an  effect. 

“The  tent  ministry  is  showing 
that  not  everybody  down  in  Ana¬ 
costia  is  about  shooting  and  kill¬ 
ing,”  Mr.  Henderson  said. 
"Some  of  us  are  about  healing.” 

The  night  before,  in  the  cand¬ 
lelit  congregation  of  First  UMC 
in  Bradbury  Heights,  I  found 
Hope  Cummings,  Margaret  But¬ 
ler  and  Linda  Costal  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  The  three  women  volun¬ 
teered  a  month  of  their  summer 
to  serve  as  counselors  for  the  tent 
ministry. 

Ms.  Cummings,  a  high  school 
teacher,  told  our  gathering:  “I’ve 
seen  high  school  kids  back  home 
starting  to  kill  themselves.  They 
can  say  ’no’  to  drugs,  but  you’ve 
got  to  give  them  something  to  say 
'yes’  to.  I  hope  this  program  can 
help  people  say  ‘yes’  to  Christ.” 

The  next  day  I  watched  about 
a  dozen  youngsters  troop  inside 
for  lunch.  The  Rev.  Stephen  Til- 
lett,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in 
Bradbury  Heights,  acknowledged 
that  his  church's  contribution  to 
the  tent  ministry  project  may  ap¬ 


pear  small  to  some. 

"But  we  started  from  zero,”  he 
added.  “Seventy-five  percent  of 
our  members  are  older  than  55. 

"This  ministry  is  an  oasis  for 
these  kids,  and  the  Word  is  going 
out  through  them.” 

’Gathered  up  the  kids' 

There’s  another  oasis  at  A.P. 
Shaw  UMC,  where  its  new  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Bernard  Keels,  marvels 
at  the  150  youngsters  enrolled  in 
its  summer  tent  ministry. 

“The  members  just  went  out 
and  gathered  up  the  communi¬ 
ty’s  kids,”  said  Mr.  Keels,  who 
came  to  Shaw  UMC  July  1 . 

“These  young  ones  have  a 
great  understanding  of  the  ways 
of  the  world.  And  we’re  teaching 
them  that  Jesus  is  our  shield. 
Children  need  to  be  affirmed 
that  there  is  a  God,  something 
that  takes  the  sting  out  of  life.” 

Shaw  UMC  is  using  the  sum¬ 
mer  tent  ministry  to  draw  fam¬ 
ilies — many  of  whom  have 


addicted  relatives — into  the  con¬ 
gregation’s  many  “caring  and 
sharing  programs,”  as  lay  leader 
Bernard  Harris  described  them. 

“The  evangelistic  thrust  of  the 
summer  tent  ministry  is  a  lifeline 
for  the  ’unchurched,’  ”  said  Mr. 
Keels.  “We’re  a  voice  crying  in 
the  wilderness,  but  we  won’t 
abandon  the  cities.  This  is  where 
God  wants  us  to  be. 

“And  when  we’ve  done  all 
else,”  Mr.  Keels  told  me,  his 
voice  firm  with  conviction, 
"we’re  gonna  stand." 

But  how  can  these  United 
Methodist  “saving  stations” 
stand  against  such  brazen  evils  as 
the  drug  deal  I  just  saw?  I  asked 
myself  that  night  amid  the  joyous 
hymn-singing  under  the  tent  in 
A.P.  Shaw’s  parking  lot. 

The  answer  came  swiftly. 

“We’re  going  to  succeed  in  this 
ministry,”  Mr.  Harris,  the  lay 
leader,  told  me  and  50  other  wor¬ 
shipers,  “because  we  serve  a  God 
who  can  do  everything  but  fail!” 


Bishop  May  mobilizes  UMC  for  long-term  struggle 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  editor 

WASHINGTON— The  “point 
man”  in  the  yearlong  Bishops’ 
Initiative  Against  Drugs  and  Vio¬ 
lence  sees  the  hand  of  God  in 


much  that  has  happened  thus  far. 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May  was  des¬ 
ignated  a  year  ago  by  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  to 
lead  the  initiative.  He  officially  be¬ 
gan  his  special  assignment  Jan.  1. 

Since  that  time  he’s  been  set¬ 


ting  up  "demonstration  churches” 
in  the  Anacostia  neighborhod  of 
Washington,  speaking  around  the 
country  and  working  with  the 
church’s  general  boards  and  agen¬ 
cies  to  begin  long-term  anti-drug 
programs  for  use  by  local  congre- 
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FORT  WASHINGTON,  Md. — United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton  E.  May  (seated  at  right)  listens  to 
a  group  of  elementary-age  children  tell  him  what  they  know  about  drugs.  The  bishop  was  visit¬ 
ing  Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  one  of  the  "saving  station"  sites  this  summer.  Standing  be¬ 
hind  the  children  is  the  Rev.  Harold  T.  Henderson,  pastor  of  Grace  UMC. 


gations. 

“For  our  14  demonstration 
churches  to  have  developed  such 
a  cooperative  project  within  a 
short  time,  when  they  lacked  ini¬ 
tial  resources,  is  a  miracle,”  said 
the  bishop,  who  sees  himself  as 
the  “catalytic  servant”  to  mobi¬ 
lize  the  church’s  resources. 

As  those  resources  begin  to 
take  firmer  shape,  Bishop  May  is 
urging  local  congregations  to 
form  support  groups  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  resist  drugs  and  violence. 

“Recently  a  United  Methodist 
laywoman,  an  attorney,  called 
me  because  she  was  so  upset  that 
four  of  her  clients  had  been  mur¬ 
dered”  in  drug-related  incidents, 
the  bishop  said. 

“J  think  we  need  to  call  togeth¬ 
er  groups  of  United  Methodist 
professionals  and  help  them 
learn  how  to  witness  to  the  risen 
Savior  in  their  workaday  worlds. 
The  creation  of  such  support 
groups  in  United  Methodist  local 
congregations  is  long  overdue." 

Whatever  form  the  church’s 
drug  resistance  takes  in  practice, 
Bishop  May  insisted  that  it  must 
be  undergirded  by  a  clear  pro¬ 


nouncement  of  the  Gospel  mes¬ 
sage. 

"God  is  no  longer  in  a  mood  to 
tolerate  our  lip  service,”  the  bish¬ 
op  contended.  “We’re  being  called 
to  live  out  our  Christian  witness. 
We  must  witness  to  the  grace  of 
God  in  our  lives.  We  must  tell  of 
God  in  our  lives.  We  must  lay 
down  our  lives  for  others." 

Despite  recent  successes,  the 
bishop  acknowledges  that  the 
church  has  a  long  way  to  go  in  its 
fight  against  drugs. 

For  instance,  he  said,  only  one- 
fourth  of  United  Methodist  annu¬ 
al  conferences  in  the  United  States 
have  adopted  some  form  of  pro¬ 
gram  dealing  with  addictions.  Yet 
the  1988  General  Conference,  the 
last  session  of  the  denomination’s 
top  policy-making  assembly,  man¬ 
dated  each  conference  to  form  a 
standing  committee  on  drug  and 
alcohol  abuse. 

In  addition,  donations  to  and 
volunteers  for  the  tent  ministry 
Bishop  May  helped  organize  this 
summer  in  Washington  have  fallen 
far  short  of  expectations.  More 
than  $100,000  is  needed  to  support 
the  summer  outreach  projects. 


'Good  News'  leader  promises  increased  social  action 


HELP  WANTED 

Director  of  Music  Ministries —  Appli¬ 
cants  must  have  3  years  or  more  experience  re¬ 
cruiting  and  directing  youth  and  adult  choirs, 
handbell  choirs,  and  other  related  duties  as  re¬ 
quired.  Full-time  position. 

Organist —  Applicants  must  have  experience 
playing  the  pipe  organ  and  piano  accompanying 
choirs  and  providing  music  for  worship  services, 
weddings,  and  funerals.  Part-time  position. 
Competitive  salaries  commensurate  with  ability 
and  experience.  Positions  may  be  combined. 
Please  send  resumes  to: 

Search  Committee 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
P.O.  Box  296,  Magnolia,  AR  71753 


DR.  CHARLES  L.  ALLEN 

CHINA  AND  HONG  KONG 
November  7-23,  1990 

For  information: 

CHARLES  L  ALLEN  TOURS 
Transco  Tower-  Level  Four 
P.O.  BOX  1396 
Houston,  Texas  77251 
Telephone:  (713)439-4072  or  439-4073 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— A  longtime 
leader  in  United  Methodism’s  unof¬ 
ficial  Good  News  evangelical  cau¬ 
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A  150  page  illustrated  manual.  Completely  unlike 
anything  you've  ever  seen  or  heard  in  a  steward¬ 
ship  how  to  manual.  Tested  in  over  100  churches 
without  failure.  Contagious  Christian  Com¬ 
munications,  Jim  Martin,  W8361  Bra- 
zelton  Dr.,  Random  Lake,  Wl  53075- 
9722.  $30.00  plus  $5.00  postage  and  handling. 
Free  with  your  order,  a  book  of  ten  sermons  "The 
Ten  Commandments  of  Jesus"  by  Ed  Montfort. 

cus  called  his  organization  last  week 
to  a  “new  evangelical  activism.” 

The  Rev.  Edmund  W.  Robb  Jr.  ad¬ 
monished  the  more  than  800  partici¬ 
pants  at  the  National  Convocation 
on  World  Mission  and  Evangelism 
July  9-12  not  to  be  “guilty  of  pro¬ 
claiming  a  half  gospel.” 

"We  will  speak  against  every  in¬ 
justice,  tyranny,  racism  and  oppres¬ 
sion,”  he  said.  "Evangelicals  will 
defend  the  poor  and  seek  the  libera¬ 
tion  of  women,  ethnic  minorities 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

WILKES-BARRE,  Pa  — United 
Methodists  in  the  northeast  have 
created  a  new  episcopal  area  effec¬ 
tive  Sept.  1. 

The  new,  two-conference  Albany 
Area  will  include  the  existing  Troy 
and  Wyoming  conferences,  thus  in¬ 
creasing  the  total  number  of  “slots” 
for  bishops  in  the  northeast  from 
nine  to  ten. 

Some  380  lay  and  ministerial  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction¬ 
al  conference  meeting  in  special 
session  July  14  voted  nearly  2-1  to 


and  the  disinherited  of  society.  But 
we  will  remember  there  is  no  salva¬ 
tion  apart  from  Jesus  Christ.” 

The  convocation,  which  drew  par¬ 
ticipants  from  38  states  and  three 
foreign  countries,  was  jointly  spon¬ 
sored  by  Good  News.  A  Foundation 
for  Theological  Education,  The  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Methodists 
and  The  National  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Evangelists. 

Another  speaker.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Ar- 


create  the  new  area  as  recommended 
by  the  region’s  College  of  Bishops. 

According  to  Bishop  Joseph  Yea- 
kel  (Washington  Area),  the  recom¬ 
mendation  was  part  of  an  ongoing 
effort  to  enhance  church  leadership 
in  the  region. 

The  new  plan  will  place  one  bishop 
full  time  in  the  Washington  Area  and 
another  full  time  in  New  York  City. 

Currently  bishops  in  Washington 
and  New  York  preside  over  two  an¬ 
nual  conferences  each. 

The  plan  calls  for  a  retired  bishop 
to  be  named  by  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  to  preside  over  the  Albany  Area 
until  a  new  bishop  is  elected  by  the 


kansas  Area)  also  coupled  spreading 
the  Gospel  with  social  activism. 

“There  are  people  within  a  hun¬ 
dred  yards  of  our  own  houses  that 
we  will  not  talk  to  to  tell  them  about 
Jesus  Christ,"  he  said.  “Are  we 
afraid  to  talk  about  sin  and  death 
and  hell? 

“People  on  the  street  know  about 
hell  and  death.  . . .  Young  people 
are  dying  of  AIDS  and  drug  over- 


1992  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

Lively  debate  preceded  the  vote. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Drake,  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  top  finance  officer, 
anticipated  most  questions  regard¬ 
ing  the  cost  of  adding  a  bishop. 

“No  annual  conference  will  feel  it 
very  much.”  he  said,  “and  no  local 
church  will  feel  it  at  all.” 
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doses  in  the  streets  of  our  cities  and 
towns.” 

Bishop  Wilke  called  on  laypeople 
to  devote  an  evening  a  week  and  on 
pastors  to  devote  an  hour  or  two 
each  day  to  calling  on  people  who 
do  not  attend  church — “the  lost 
and  the  marginalized.”  He  also 
called  on  district  superintendents 
and  bishops  to  start  new  congrega¬ 
tions — the  “heartbeat  of  reaching 
new  people  for  Jesus  Christ.” 


SILK  SCREENED 

APRONS 

Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
today? 

•  Yellow  apron  with  navy  imprint  (ACIM501) 

•  White  apron  with  royal  imprint  (AC1M302) 
^Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint 

(AC1M503) 

•  Kelly  green  apron  with  white  impnnt  (AUM304) 

•  36"  long  and  24’  wide 

•  Durable  easy  care  fabric 

’♦  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  Yoik  State 

Apron  (ACJM90I,  ACJM502,  AUMS03.  ACJM504)  S9,  two 
•ppDns-Sl6,  six  aprons-S42  Add  sales  tax  for  delivery 
in  N.Y  Satisfaction  or  refund  Also  available  for  other 
denominations _ 

MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Rawson  Rd.  U.M.,  Cuba.  N.Y.  14727 
(716)  437-2923 


Northeast  creates  new  episcopal  area 
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TOTAL  COUNT  UP:  Official  world¬ 
wide  membership  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  grew  more  than  100,000  to  9.9  million 
during  1988.  That  was  the  second  consecutive 
year  membership  growth  overseas  offset  U.S. 
losses  to  increase  the  total  count.  The  last  offi¬ 
cial  membership  figures  are  in  the  “1989  Gen¬ 
eral  Minutes  of  Annual  Conferences  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,”  released  this 
month.  During  1988  the  church  lost  some 
76,000  full  members  in  the  United  States  but 
added  some  178,000  full  members  overseas — 
primarily  in  Africa  and  Southeast  Asia. 

FOR  LOVE  OF  LIMON:  United 
Methodist  children  have  sent  dozens  of  stuffed 
animals  to  children  of  Limon,  Colo.,  which  was 
devastated  by  a  tornado  June  6.  The  outpouring 
was  sparked  by  the  Rev.  Sandra  Stephens  of  Fa¬ 
ther  Dyer  United  Methodist  Church  in  Breck- 
enridge,  Colo.  In  a  children’s  sermon  June  10, 
Ms.  Stephens  asked  the  youngsters  if  they  could 
sacrifice  some  of  their  favorite  toys  for  children 
who  had  lost  everything.  The  youngsters  agreed 
that  a  soft,  cuddly  toy  could  be  a  comfort  after  a 
big  hurt.  Subsequently,  the  children  and  their 
families  donated  40  stuffed  animals.  Littleton 
(Colo.)  United  Methodist  Church  also  donated 
a  variety  of  toys,  including  47  dolls. 

HILL  OF  BEANS:  The  next  time  some¬ 
one  says  your  ideas  don’t  amount  to  a  hill  of 
beans,  tell  them  about  Bloomville  (Ohio)  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  The  church  started  a 
bean  project  in  1989  on  10  acres  donated  by 
Don  Gernert,  president  of  Bloomville  UMC’s 
United  Methodist  Men.  Each  member  of  the 
men’s  group  donated  $30  to  cover  project  ex¬ 
penses.  All  donated  their  time.  Despite  a 
drought,  the  church  made  $2,000  on  its  bean 
crop.  Proceeds  helped  pay  the  church’s  “fair- 
share”  apportionments  in  the  East  Ohio  Annual 
Conference.  And  yes,  United  Methodist  beans 
are  blooming  again  this  year  in  Bloomville. 

SCHOLARSHIP  AWARDS:  Four 

United  Methodist  clergywomen  have  received 
Women  of  Color  Scholarships  for  the  1990-91 
school  year  from  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  Recipients  are 
the  Revs.  Ai-Ra  Kim,  Northern  New  Jersey  An¬ 
nual  Conference;  Tumani  Mutasa  Nyajeka, 
Zimbabwe  Annual  Conference;  Rosetta  Ross, 
South  Carolina  Annual  Conference;  and  Linda 
E.  Thomas,  New  York  Annual  Conference.  The 
scholarship  program  was  established  in  1989  to 
increase  the  number  of  United  Methodist  wom¬ 
en  of  color  teaching  theology,  said  the  Rev. 
Kathleen  S.  Nickerson,  consultant  to  the 
board’s  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

ECUMENICAL  EVANGELISM:  A 

United  Methodist  minister  is  one  of  47  people 
from  around  the  world  chosen  to  participate 
this  month  in  an  Ecumenical  Conference  on 
Evangelism  in  Adelaide,  Australia.  The  Rev. 
Tyrone  Gordon,  pastor  of  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Wichita,  Kan.,  is  also  a 
consultant  for  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  “Growth  Plus”  evangelism  pro¬ 
gram.  The  evangelism  conference  is  sponsored 
by  the  World  Council  of  Churches  and  the  Aus¬ 
tralia  Council  of  Churches. 

BISHOP  APPOINTED:  Retired  Bish¬ 
op  James  M.  Ault  has  been  appointed  acting 
dean  of  the  Drew  Universi¬ 
ty  Theological  School  in 
Madison,  N.J.  He  succeeds 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Ogletree, 
newly  named  dean  of  Yale 
University  Divinity  School. 

Bishop  Ault,  who  teaches 
contemporary  ministries  at 
Drew,  was  the  theology 
school’s  dean  from  1968  lames  M.  Ault 
until  his  election  to  the  episcopacy  in  1972. 

SPIRITUAL  FORMATION:  Aug.  l 

is  the  deadline  for  applications  to  the  sixth 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation,  sponsored  by 
The  Upper  Room,  a  division  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  The 
academy,  a  two-year,  in-depth  experience  in 
spiritual  formation,  is  designed  for  both  laity 
and  clergy.  Participants  meet  at  Camp  Suma- 
tanga,  Ala.,  for  five  days  each  quarter.  The  next 
session  begins  in  October.  Details  are  available 
from  the  Rev.  Danny  E.  Morris.  The  Upper 
Room,  P.O.  Box  183,  Nashville  37202-0183. 

GOOD  NEWS'  TV:  Good  News 
Television  has  received  a  construction  permit 
from  the  Federal  Communications  Commission 
for  what  is  to  be  the  first  commercial  television 
station  within  The  United  Methodist  Church.  A 
project  of  the  Macon  District  of  the  South 
Georgia  Annual  Conference,  Good  News  Tele¬ 
vision  has  been  operating  a  cable  TV  station. 
The  new  broadcast  station,  operating  with  call 
letters  WGNM,  is  expected  to  be  on  the  air  by 
the  end  of  1990. 

NEW  STAFF  MEMBER:  Don  McGill, 
a  former  staff  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Tele¬ 
vision  Network,  has  begun  work  as  associate 
producer  of  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  weekly  television  program.  He  served  the 
New  Jersey  Network  as  production  assistant,  re¬ 
searcher  and  field  producer  and  is  a  graduate  of 
Yale  University.  Mr.  McGill  succeeds  the  Rev. 
Kathleen  LaCamera,  who  became  the  program’s 
producer  in  November. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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13  conferences  buck  membership  decline 

'Sun  Belt '  conferences  continue  to  dominate  growth  for  The  United  Methodist  Church 


The  13  annual  conferences  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  enlarged  on  this  map  report¬ 
ed  net  membership  gains  for  1989.  Overall,  the 
denomination  registered  an  unofficial  67,256 
net  membership  loss  in  the  United  States  last 
year.  U.S.  membership  now  stands  at  8.88  mil¬ 
lion,  a  0.75  percent  decrease  from  1988. 


Conferences'  1990  reports  show  U.S.  decline  may  be  slowing 


Western  Jurisdiction 

Conference  Members  Qaln  Lott 

Alaska  3,735  +  32 

Callf.-Nevada  94,010  -144 

Callf.-Paclfle  125,926  -2,926 

Desert  Southwest  51,260  +314 

Oregon-ldaho  45.847  -990 

Pacific  N.W.  75,901  -1,238 

Rocky  Mountain  83,813  -1,166 

Yellowstone  20,522  -516 


Unofficial  membership  totals  as  of  Dec.  31, 
1988.  The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  Is  to  release  official  1989  tal¬ 
lies  later  this  year. 

SOURCE:  Staff  reports  and  "The  United 
Methodist  Newscope." 


South  Central  Jurisdiction 


Southeastern  Jurisdiction 


North  Central  Jurisdiction 


Northeastern  Jurisdiction 


Conference 
Central  Texas 
Kansas  East 
Kansas  West 
Little  Rock 
Louisiana 
Missouri  East 
Missouri  West 
Nebraska 
New  Mexico 
North  Arkansas 
North  Texas 
Northwest  Texas 
Oklahoma 
Okla.  Indian 
Rio  Grande 
Southwest  Texas 
Texas 


Members  Gain 
136,007  +1,677 
82,419 
104,977 
72,858 
133,303 
87,614 
116,250 
114,289 
57,888 
85,776 
148,673 
80,469 

251,078  +  1,122 
7,837 

14,679  +  23 

107,514 

278,207  +2,530 


-931 

•2,378 

-141 

1,578 

■1,067 

•1,268 

-976 

■1,545 

-329 

-1,478 

-1,290 

-293 


Conference 
Ala.-W.FIa. 
Florida 
Holston 
Kentucky 
Louisville 
Memphis 
Mississippi 
North  Alabama 
North  Carolina 
North  Georgia 
Red  Bird 
South  Carolina 
South  Georgia 
Tennessee 
Virginia 
Western  N.C. 


Members 

133,241 

344,640 

177,270 

77,822 

87,254 

94,817 

186,554 

168,707 

218,218 

270,281 

1,311 

244,644 

146,379 

112,815 

352,993 

274,457 


Qaln 

Lou 

Conference 

Members 

Qaln  Lou 

Conference 

+  1,677 

Central  Illinois 

153,294 

-3,402 

Baltimore 

226,201 

-2,174 

+  1,050 

Detroit 

116,661 

•1,420 

Central  Pa. 

183,496 

-1,942 

-637 

East  Ohio 

209,288 

•4,682 

Eastern  Pa. 

148,654 

•945 

+  210 

Iowa 

216,620 

•4,451 

Maine 

29,063 

-101 

-1,682 

Minnesota 

112,200 

•735 

New  Hampshire 

17,396 

+  24 

•792 

North  Dakota 

18,822 

-600 

New  York 

159,619 

-2,305 

-1,259 

North  Indiana 

127,697 

-2,925 

North  Central  N  Y. 

101,037 

•1,259 

-1,210 

North  Illinois 

141,595 

-1,795 

Northern  N.J. 

55,967 

-1,210 

-752 

South  Dakota 

33,676 

-987 

Peninsula 

98,145 

-383 

+  3,170 

South  Indiana 

145,286 

-1.602 

Puerto  Rico 

9,347 

-142 

+  6 

South  Illinois 

56,303 

-815 

S.  New  England 

73,505 

-527 

+  9 

West  Michigan 

82,977 

-1,849 

Southern  N.J. 

82,977 

-1,027 

-787 

West  Ohio 

314,210 

-3,639 

Troy 

70,885 

-1.103 

-692 

Wisconsin 

120,593 

-1,230 

*  West  Virginia 

142,652 

-3,746 

-1,625 

Western  N.Y, 

69,014 

-606 

-769 

*  1987  figures; 

1988  figures  not  available 

Wyoming 

71,178 

-110 

Ecology,  drug  abuse,  health-care  costs  top  concerns 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Ecology,  drug 
and  alcohol  abuse  and  rising 
health-care  costs  in  the  nation 
were  among  urgent  concerns 
tackled  by  United  Methodists 
meeting  in  72  regional  gatherings 
in  the  United  States  and  Puerto 
Rico  this  summer. 

AIDS,  abortion  (see  story  be¬ 
low),  U.S.  government  policy  in 
Central  America,  the  democratic 


push  in  Eastern  Europe,  hometown 
battles  against  gambling,  and  the 
ever-present  debate  on  homosex¬ 
uality  in  the  church  were  also  on 
the  minds  of  United  Methodists 
meeting  from  Maine  to  Alaska. 

Environmental  issues  surfaced 
in  at  least  32  conferences,  with 
most  resolutions  instructing  grass¬ 
roots  church  members  to  recycle 
paper  and  push  for  environmental 
health  in  their  home  regions. 

Several  conferences,  such  as 


Oregon-ldaho  and  New  York, 
banned  use  of  plastic  foam  prod¬ 
ucts  and  called  for  use  of  recy¬ 
cled  paper  by  all  church-related 
groups  in  those  regions. 

Drug  and  alcohol  abuse  pre¬ 
vention  became  a  special  cause 
for  United  Methodists  earlier 
this  year  when  Bishop  Felton  E. 
May  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  was 
placed  on  special  assignment  to 
head  a  church-sponsored  war-on- 
drugs  in  Washington  (see  stories 


elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Motivated  by  the  bishop’s 
churchwide  campaign,  at  least  24 
conferences  instituted  study,  pre¬ 
vention  and  ministry  projects  for 
the  coming  year. 

Nine  conferences  collected 
several  thousand  dollars  in  sup¬ 
port  of  Bishop  May’s  project. 

All  conferences  were  hit  hard 
by  escalating  costs  of  group  med¬ 
ical  insurance  plans  covering 
clergy  and  other  church  employ- 


Church's  abortion 
stance  scrutinized 


ees,  and  their  families. 

At  least  21  conferences  consid¬ 
ered — and  several  approved — 
policy  changes  shifting  some  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  paying  health 
care  to  local  churches. 

Sobered  by  skyrocketing  health 
care  costs  affecting  the  church 
and  individuals,  a  dozen  confer¬ 
ences  passed  action  calling  for 
state  and  nationally-subsidized 
health  plans  to  benefit  all  people. 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— United 
Methodists  in  at  least  14  con¬ 
ferences  meeting  this  spring 
took  issue  with  the  church’s 
stance  on  abortion,  according 
to  regional  communicators. 

The  reports  were  printed 
in  “Newscope,”  a  weekly 
newsletter  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  leaders. 

United  Methodist  Social 
Principles  acknowledge 
“tragic  conflicts  of  life  with 
life  that  may  justify  abor¬ 
tion,”  except  for  gender  se¬ 
lection  or  birth  control. 

Nebraskans  cut  off  support 
for  the  Religious  Coalition 
on  Abortion  Rights,  a  na¬ 
tional,  ecumenical  group. 

Another  challenge  to  the 
coalition  was  overruled  by 
Wisconsin  Area  Bishop  Da¬ 
vid  J.  Lawson.  A  $500  gift  is 
included  in  the  1991  confer¬ 
ence  budget. 

In  other  abortion-related 
actions  in  United  Methodist 
conferences; 

•  North  Alabama  rejected 
a  “pro-life"  resolution  which 
opposed  the  official  church 
position; 

•  In  West  Virginia  a  state¬ 
ment  claiming  that  life  be¬ 


gins  at  conception  was 
“narrowly  defeated;” 

•  Studies  of  “sanctity  of 
human  life”  were  defeated  in 
Central  Illinois,  Minnesota 
and  South  Georgia; 

•  United  Methodists  in 
Iowa,  Troy,  Eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  Minnesota  reiter¬ 
ated  support  for  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  official  position  on 
abortion; 

•  After  an  hour  of  debate 
West  Ohio  delegates  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  United 
Methodists  “are  not  of  com¬ 
mon  commitment”  on  abor¬ 
tion,  and  urged  local 
churches  to  offer  services  to 
women  confronting  un¬ 
planned  pregnancies; 

•  California-Pacific  op¬ 
posed  laws  requiring  parental 
consent  or  notification  be¬ 
fore  a  minor  can  have  an 
abortion; 

•  Desert  Southwest  asked 
local  churches  to  develop 
ministries  for  families  “cop¬ 
ing  with  the  tragic  conflicts 
of  abortion;” 

•  West  Michigan  delegates 
went  on  record  affirming 
“adoption  as  an  alternative” 
to  abortion  for  the  purposes 
of  birth  control  or  gender  se-, 
lection. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  in¬ 
sertion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25 
words.  Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  8 
words  to  your  copy  for  contact  information. 
Cash  must  accompany  order  except  on  con¬ 
tract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance.  


FOR  SALE:  CHARMING  3  BEDROOM,  IVi 
bath,  furnished  Victorian  cottage,  Methodist 
Campground,  Des  Plaines,  IL  60016.  Six 
months  summer  family  living:  Bible  school, 
playgrounds,  swimming,  tennis.  Electric  heat¬ 
ing,  cooling,  refrigerator,  stove,  washer,  diyer. 
$14,000.  Hofmann  (708)  298-1436  or  (708) 
297-2896.  


THE  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  Church, 

Somerset,  Kentucky  is  looking  for  a  full-time 
Director  of  Church  Music.  The  Director  would 
be  responsible  for  an  active  music  program  in¬ 
cluding  children,  youth,  adult,  and  senior 
adult  choral  choirs,  as  well  as,  youth  and  adult 
handbell  choirs  and  children's  tone  chime 
choir.  For  further  information,  call  (606)  678- 
4042  or  send  resume  to:  The  Staff/Parish  Rela- 
tions  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  99  S.  Central  Ave.,  Somerset,  KY 
42501. 


HOLSTON  CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  On 
Ministries  staff  openings,  September  1,  1990. 
(1)  Half-time  Editor,  weekly  UMR  edition,  lay 
or  clergy.  (2)  Half-time  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  Administrative  Officer,  clergy.  (3) 
full-time  Program  Staff  member,  lay  or  clergy, 
for  Laity,  Stewardship,  Education,  Adult  Min¬ 
istries,  Christian  Unity.  Commitment  to  de¬ 
veloping  more  racially  and  ethnically  inclusive 
staff.  Send  biography  or  request  information 
by  July  31:  Mary  Virginia  Taylor,  6314  E. 
Brainerd  Rd.,  Chattanooga,  TN  3742 1  „ 


TO  SING  GOD'S  PRAISE—  2  000-member 
church  seeks  full-time  Director  of  Music  to  co¬ 
ordinate  complete  music  program,  directing 
two  adult  choirs  and  one  youtn  choir.  Music: 
contemporary  Christian  to  the  classics.  Rela¬ 
tional  skills:  a  necessity.  Write:  Bill  Easum, 
Colonial  Hills  UMC,  5247  Vance  Jackson,  San 
Antonio,  TX  78230. 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  and 
Program  needed  for  growing  500-member 
evangelical  United  Methodist  Church,  40 
miles  from  Atlanta,  GA.  Resumes  to:  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  400  South  Broad 
Street,  Monroe.  GA  30655.  (404)  267-6525. 


LAKEWOOD  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church,  Houston  Texas  is  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  the  positions  of'Director  of  Music 
and  for  the  position  of  organist.  Both  positions 
considered  part-time.  Send  resume  to:  Gail  Di 
Geronimo,  I  1330  Louetta,  Houston,  TX 
77070. 


PERSON-TO-PERSON  SOVIET  TRAVEL 
program.  October  1-15.  Focus:  Religion/Edu¬ 
cation  in  four  ethnic  republics.  Co-sponsored 
by  United  Campus  Ministries/Citizen  Ex¬ 
change  Council.  Contact:  Eric  Dale,  UCM,  4 1 5 
Normal.  Dekalb.  IL  601 1 5.  (815)  758-8177. 


DIRECTOR  FOR  GROUP  HEALTH  Cover¬ 
age.  Responsible  for  the  overall  effective  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  Group  Health  Plan  admin- 
istered  by  the  General  Board  of  Pensions. 
Major  responsibilities  include  administration 
and  supervision  of  a  department,  relating 
Group  Health  Plan  to  participants,  work  with 
insurance  carrier,  and  committee  work.  Expe¬ 
rience  in  group  health  plans,  related  degree  in 
business/insurance  or  equivalent  work  related 
background,  previous  management  experience 
and  familiarity  with  United  Methodist  Church 
structure  helpful.  Send  resume  to:  Michael  Bi- 
ladeau,  General  Board  of  Pensions,  1200  Da¬ 
vis  Street,  Evanston,  IL  60201.  Apply  by  Au¬ 
gust  7th. 


ASSISTANT  GENERAL  SECRETARY.  Re¬ 
sponsible  for  relating  services  of  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions  to  the  Annual  Conferences, 
ministerial  and  lay  participants,  and  surviving 
beneficiaries  in  pension  and  benefit  plans. 
Must  be  degreed  and  retain  membership  in 
UMC.  Business  administration  experience  or 
background  and/or  knowledge  of  pension  and 
benefit  programs  required.  Send  resume  to: 
Michael  Biladeau,  General  Board  of  Pensions, 
1200  Davis  Street,  Evanston,  IL  60201.  Apply 
by  August  7th. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
for  1 ,000  +  member  church  in  suburban  Phoe¬ 
nix,  AZ.  Responsible  for  educational  minis¬ 
tries  to  children,  youth,  families.  Position 
available  September  1.  Send  resume  to:  Dr.  C. 
Edwin  Daniel,  Grace  UMC,  2024  E.  Universi- 
ty  Drive,  Mesa,  AZ  852 1 3. 


SHARE,  INCORPORATED  CHURCH  Fi¬ 
nance  is  now  considering  applications  for  ca¬ 
reer  consultants.  Successful  applicants  will  be 
trained  to  direct  bond  programs  and/or  capital 
fund  raising  campaigns.  Extensive  travel  is  re¬ 
quired.  For  details  write:  Rex  Davenport, 
President,  Share,  Incorporated,  5153  E.  51  St., 
Tulsa,  OK  74135. 


“CLASSIC  FURNITURE  WORKS’’—  strip¬ 
ping,  repair  and  refinish  service  for  pews,  fur¬ 
niture.  etc.  Quality  work,  reasonable  cost. 
10777  Turbeville  Rd.  #120,  Dallas,  TX 
75243.(214) 341-1619. 


IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  FULL-TIME 

Director  of  Ministry  with  youth  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  Active  1700-member  church.  Experience 
required.  Degree  and  United  Methodist  pre¬ 
ferred.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Staff 
Parish  Relations,  St.  Andrew  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  6325  S.  University  Blvd.,  Littleton, 
CO  80121. 


CAMP/RETREAT  CENTER  MANAGER. 

Full-time  permanent  position  with  housing/ 
most  meals.  Assists  director  with  daily  opera¬ 
tion.  Primary  responsibilities  include:  supervi¬ 
sion,  programming,  recruiting  summer  staff 
and  volunteers,  promotion  and  public  rela¬ 
tions.  Contact:  Dave  North,  Sacramento  Meth¬ 
odist  Assembly,  P.O.  Box  188,  Sacramento, 
NM  88347  or  (505)  687-3414. _ 


ORGANIST:  PART-TIME  POSITION,  organ¬ 
ist  and  accompanist.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Sioux  Falls,  SD.  Master’s  degree  re¬ 
quired,  conducting  skills,  experience  essential. 
New  4 1  stop  3  manual  tracker  pipe  organ.  Send 
resume  to:  Rev.  Richard  Collman,  Minister  of 
Music.  401  S.  Spring  Ave.  57104.  Salary  range 
$4,000-S6,000.  Deadline:  August  15. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 

Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 
week,  $525.  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507. 


BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS!  New  and 

used —  Champion.  Call:  American  TransCoach 
today. (817) 458-4844. 


ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR  for  Camp¬ 

ing,  Youth,  Christian  Education  in  Troy  Confer¬ 
ence  (NE,  NY  and  VT).  For  job  description  and 
application  (due  August  15)  contact:  Rev.  James 
M.  Perry,  Council  Director,  P.O.  Box  560,  Sara- 
toga  Springs,  NY  12866.  (518)  584-8214. 


NEEDED:  FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR- 

experienced,  creative  church  musician  with  abili¬ 
ty  to  coordinate  and  direct  large-scale  musical 
productions  for  1600-member,  multiple-staff, 
alive  and  growing  dpwntown  United  Methodist 
Church.  Long  tradition  of  excellence  in  music. 
Choirs  for  all  ages.  Handbells.  Send  resume  to: 
Herb  HofTman,  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  1638,  Albu¬ 
querque,  NM  87103. 


DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Interoreta- 

tion—  Camp  Kinawind  and  Lake  Huron  Camp. 
Full-time  position  in  camp  programming  and 
marketing/promotion.  Apply  to:  Outdoor  Minis¬ 
try.  Detroit  Conference  United  Methodist 
Church,  21700  Northwestern  Hwy.,  Suite  1200, 
Southfield,  MI  48075.  Phone:  (313)  559-7000, 
ext.  67. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MINISTRY  TO  CHILDREN, 

Youth  and  Families.  Large  University  Church 
looking  for  person  to  direct  laity  in  ministry  to 
children,  youth  and  families.  Full-time  employ¬ 
ment  for  mature  committed  Christian  with  re¬ 
cruiting,  motivating  skills.  Send  resumes  to:  Uni¬ 
versity  United  Methodist  Church,  2416  W. 
Berry,  Ft.  Worth,  Texas  76110. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  wanted  for 

1 500-member  suburban  church,  adjacent  to  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Active  pro¬ 
gram,  with  emphasis  upon  study  and  mission,  al¬ 
ready  in  place.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to: 
Dr.  James  McCormick,  2420  Hardy  Street,  Hat- 
ticsburg,  MS  39401. 


SCOTTSBORO,  AL,  First  UMC  Children/Youth 

Director,  full-time,  salaiy  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  First  UMC,  1105  S.  Broad  St.,  Scotts- 
boro.  AL  35768. 


PARTNER  WANTED.  OUTSTANDING  in¬ 

come  potential  helping  churches  start  video 
lending  libraries.  My  partner  cannot  raise  his 
$25,000.  Can  you?  Call  Bill  at  (8 1 5)  947-2759. 
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And  So  We  Give 


Spiritual  Formation  Academy  to  be  Field 


Editor’s  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week’s  column  is 
written  by  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain,  New  Orleans  District  Superintendent. 

A  man  came  to  Herodes  Atticus.  The  man  had  long  hair  and  a  long 
beard.  The  man  asked  Herodes  for  money  to  buy  bread.  Herodes  asked 
the  man  who  he  was.  The  man,  with  anger  in  his  voice,  replied  that  he 
was  a  philosopher  and  asked  Herodes  why  he  could  not  see  what  was 
obvious.  Herodes’  friends  told  him  that  the  man  was  a  roaming, 
worthless  character  who  frequented  foul  places  and  was  often  abusive  if 
he  did  not  get  what  he  demanded.  Herodes  said:  “Let’s  give  him  some 
money  whatever  his  character  is,  not  because  he  is  a  man,  but  because 
we  are  men.”  And  the  man  was  given  enough  money  to  buy  bread  for 
thirty  days. 

The  heart  of  giving  must  always  rest  in  who  we  are,  not  in  need. 
Need  may  direct  where  we  give,  but  character  determines  that  we  give. 
We  give  because  “God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  GAVE  . . 


Applications  are  still  being 
accepted  for  the  sixth  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Formation,  which  is  slated 
to  begin  in  October  1990  at  Camp 
Sumatanga,  Alabama.  All  applica¬ 
tions  must  be  received  immediately. 

Sponsored  by  The  Upper  Room 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  Academy 
for  Spiritual  Formation  is  a  two- 
year,  in-depth  experience  in 
spiritual  formation  designed  for 
both  clergy  and  laity.  It  is  an 
ecumenical  program  and  open  to  all 
persons  of  the  Christian  faith. 

Participants  meet  at  Camp 
Sumatanga  for  five  days  each 
calendar  quarter.  A  typical  schedule 
for  the  five  days  includes  morning 
and  evening  prayer,  eucharistic 

celebrations,  covenant  group 
meetings,  morning  and  afternoon 
curriculum  sessions,  spiritual 
reading,  and  community  silence. 


Between  sessions,  persons  are  asked 
to  maintain  a  spiritual  journal, 
participate  in  a  personalized 
physical  fitness  and  nutrition 
program,  read  assigned  texts,  and 
work  on  a  project  related  to 
spiritual  formation. 

Sixteen  courses  are  offered  over 
the  two-year  period;  and  seven 
major  areas  are  addressed  in  the 
curriculum  sessions:  (1)  the  place 
and  use  of  Scripture  in  spiritual 
formation;  (2)  models  of  spirituality 
reflected  in  Christian  biography 
and  devotional  literature;  (3) 
instruction  in  spiritual  disciplines; 
(4)  spirituality,  psychology,  and 
inner  healing;  (5)  the  historical 
framework  for  spiritual  formation; 
(6)  the  relation  of  the  interior  life  to 
the  needs  of  the  world;  and  (7)  the 
role  of  the  church  in  spiritual 
formation. 

For  a  free  18-page  prospectus 
with  details  about  schedule  and 


costs,  contact  Danny  E.  Morris,  The 
Upper  Room.  P.O.  Box  189, 


Nashville,  TN  37202;  telephone: 
615-340-7232. 


Sharing  Year-Round  Ideas . . . 


Tithing  Produces  Plenty 

Several  years  ago  our  pastor  encouraged  us  not  only  to  tithe  our 
money  as  individuals  but  also  to  give  10  per  cent  of  our  church  and 
Sunday  school  offerings  to  missions. 

At  the  beginning  of  each  year,  we  vote  on  how  to  spend  the  money. 
Some  of  our  commitments  are  for  five  years;  others  are  for  one  year. 
Money  beyond  those  commitments  goes  for  emergency  relief. 

No  matter  how  much  we  give,  plenty  is  always  available  for  the 
other  needs  of  the  church.  Sunday  worship  attendance  has  grown 
from  an  average  of  35-40  to  as  many  as  100. 

Truly  God  has  richly  blessed  us! 

—  Bloomington  (Md.)  UMC 


Around  the  Conference 


The  congregation  of  Gonzales  UMC  recently  held  its  annual  birthday  party 
for  the  church's  membership.  Skits  were  performed  and  the  children 
entertained  with  singing  as  Mrs.  Shirley  Jacocks  supervised. 


ot  Greenwood  UMC  had  a  busy  day  June  2.  The  men  put 
siding  on  the  church.  In  another  area  of  the  building,  the  church  was  bei 
used  as  a  processing  center  for  the  American  Red  Cross,  aiding  ma 
victims  of  the  recent  flooding.  Many  homes  were  damaged.  That  sar 
day,  the  youth  participated  in  a  human  sexuality  workshop  under  t 
direction  of  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun,  pastor  of  Asbury  UMC  in  Bossier  City.  Th 
morning,  the  women  held  a  bridal  shower  in  the  parsonage  for  a  nc 
member.  At  noon,  all  of  the  groups  met  for  a  devotional,  followed  I 
lunch.  Dr.  J.  Van  Dickens  is  pastor. 


August  Conference  Calendar 


10 

15 

24 

25 

26 

27-30 


Board  of  Ordained  Ministry:  Full  Seminary  Transcript  of 
1st  year  P.A.Y.  Candidates  due  with  Registrar 
CCYM  Retreat 

Pendleton  Hospital  Clergy  Continuing  Education  Event: 
Spiritual  Direction  —  Rediscovering  an  Old  Art 
United  Methodist  Foundation  Executive  Board  Meeting, 
Nashville,  TN 

Executive  Board  United  Methodist  Foundation  Meeting 
Headquarters  Building,  1 1:00  a.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry:  Deadline  for  2nd  year 

Candidates’  assignments  to  Registrar 

Conference  United  Methodist  Men  Executive  Committee 

Meeting,  University  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

Christian  Education  Sunday 

New  District  Superintendent  and  Conference  Council 

Directors  Training,  Lake  Junaluska 


Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston  celebrated  Father's  Day  with  a  68  voice  men'i 
choir.  The  choir  provided  special  music  at  the  morning  worship  service 
Micky  Cloud  is  Diaconal  Minister  of  Music  and  Rev.  George  Duerson  i' 
pastor. 


Kev.  Mary  5.  Baugh,  Director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern  U 
versity  in  Baton  Rouge,  is  shown  speaking  to  a  group  of  young  people  di 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Steven  M.  Spurlock,  along  with  their  children  ludd  and  m8  CamPhor  U^Cs  a"nual  Career  Day.  Several  youth  and  young  adc 
Whitney,  were  honored  recently  at  a  luncheon  celebrating  Rev.'spurlocks  soelk^rs'lnd  C^ches  and institutions  were  on  hand  to  listen 

reassignment  as  pastor  to  First  UMC,  Denham  Springs  P  speakers  and  participate  in  group  discussions  regarding  their  futures.  [ 

K  6  *  Moses  T.  Jackson  Sr.  is  pastor. 


-Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


A  new  means  of  communicating 
with  the  congregation  of  Christ 
UMC  in  Shreveport,  took  place 
Sunday  evening,  July  8.  The  forum 
was  based  on  the  old-fashioned 
town  meeting  in  which  members 
had  the  opportunity  to  meet  with 
leaders  to  hear  about  new  programs 
and  to  ask  questions  about  their 
church.  Dr.  C.  Gerald  Richardson, 
pastor,  was  the  host  for  this  meeting. 
He  made  comments  pertaining  to 
ongoing  programs  within  the  church. 
He  also  mentioned  new  ministry 
possibilities.  The  floor  was  then 
opened  to  anyone  having  questions 
or  comments  concerning  the  church, 
its  structure,  the  United  Methodist 


Church,  programs,  policies,  etc.  The 
time  shared  proved  to  be  a  time  of 
learning,  giving  those  present  an 
opportunity  for  a  clearer  vision  of  the 
Church  in  general,  and  it  also 
allowed  time  for  fellowship. 


Rabbi  Edward  P.  Cohn,  spiritual 
leader  of  Temple  Sinai  in  New 
Orleans  will  teach  a  course  in 
Judaic  studies  next  year  during  the 
spring  semester  at  Dillard 
University.  The  class  is  one  of  only 
1 54  across  the  United  States,  South 
America,  and  Israel  being 
underwritten  by  the  Jewish 


Chautauqua  Society  (JCS)  this  year. 
Dillard  and  the  JCS  will  co-sponsor 
this  historic  course  at  the 
university.  To  date,  more  than  two 
million  students  throughout  the 
world  have  attended  JCS  seminars 
and  lectures.  Dillard  President  Dr. 
Samuel  DuBois  Cook  said  that  the 
course  will  add  a  new,  special,  and 
long  overdue  dimension  to  the 
curriculum  and  institution. 


Westlake  UMC  will  hold  a 
Summer  Service  of  Renewal  at 
1 0:50  a.m.  on  Sunday,  July  29.  Rev. 
Bob  Burgess  of  First  UMC 


Shreveport  will  be  the  guest 
speaker,  and  Brian  Robinson  will 
lead  the  singing.  The  Junior  High 
group  will  be  offering  barbecue 
sandwiches  for  sale  for  a  fellowship 
luncheon.  Rev.  Jack  Phelps  is 
pastor  of  Westlake. 


The  youth  of  First  UMC,  Hor 
recently  returned  from  a  trip  to 
Hot  Springs,  Arkansas  ar 
Special  thanks  go  to  counsel 
Buddy  and  Cindy  Carey,  Dc 
Pike,  and  Youth  Director  Elizab 
Sanford.  Their  supervision  v 
greatly  appreciated.  Rev.  Terry 
Willis  is  pastor. 


The  members  of  Maplewood  UMC  in  Sulphur  hosted  a  special  "Return 
Luncheon"  for  their  pastor.  Rev.  Howard  B.  Childs.  The  event  was  held  to 
show  appreciation  to  Rev.  Childs.  Some  of  the  members  are  shown 
enjoying  punch  with  Rev.  Childs. 


New  Music  Resource  Combines  Printed \  Audio  Music 


The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  recently  announced  a  new 
print  and  audio  periodical  resource 
for  music  leaders.  Church  Music 
Workshop  will  debut  in  August  and 
will  be  a  combination  of  magazine, 
music  folio,  and  audio  cassette  re¬ 


cording. 

Thanksgiving,  Advent,  and 
Christmas  are  the  themes  of  the  first 
issue.  Lloyd  Pfautsch  is  the  featured 
writer/workshop  leader.  Subsequent 
issues  will  be  shipped  automatically 


every  December,  April,  and  August, 
with  the  recipient  having  the  option 
to  cancel  at  any  time. 

Each  issue’s  audiocassette  has  a 
reference  recording  of  every  piece 
of  music  contained  in  that  issue’s 


magazine  and  music  folio.  Each 
issue’s  music  folio  has  printed 
music  for  six  to  eight  anthems,  one 
of  which  is  composed  by  the  issue’s 
featured  workshop  leader.  Music 
leaders  can  order  additional  music 
folios  for  choir  members. 


In  addition  to  a  noted  workshop 
leader’s  comments  on  favorite 
hymns  and  answers  to  readers'  ques¬ 
tions,  a  typical  magazine  issue  will 
have:  suggested  hymns  for  each  Sun¬ 
day  for  four  months,  a  vocal  solo  or 
duet,  a  short  keyboard  work,  brief 


descriptions  of  each  piece  of  music 
in  the  issue,  and  tips  from  musi¬ 
cians.  Strongly  keyed  to  The  United 
Methodist  Hymnal,  the  magazine 
will  also  offer  Hymnal  helps. 


Faith  forum 
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Tin-  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Editorial: 


Here  I  Stand= 


Baptist  f  iasco:  We  all  lose  Do  traditional  religious  terms  debase  creation ? 

i  forum  througi 

ft 


The  recent  firing  by  Southern 
Baptist  officials  of  their  denomina¬ 
tion’s  two  highest-ranking  journal¬ 
ists  is  a  hard  blow  to  all  Christians. 

Baptist  Press  Director  A1  Shack¬ 
leford  and  News  Editor  Dan  Martin 
officially  were  dismissed  July  17  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s 
Executive  Committee  (see  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 

Despite  being  considered  expend¬ 
able  by  present  Southern  Baptist  lead¬ 
ers,  these  men  and  their  agency  were 
respected  widely  for  integrity  and 
competence  as  Christian  journalists. 

Their  “sin”  was  to  cover  with  scru¬ 
pulous  objectivity  the  continuing 
struggle  between  Southern  Baptist 
“conservatives”  and  “moderates”  for 
control  of  the  denomination. 

As  the  former  gained  the  upper 
hand,  they  experienced  understand¬ 
able  distress  with  Baptist  Press.  Its 
balanced  coverage  of  efforts  to 
purge  church  schools  and  agencies 
of  people  who  don’t  share  the  lead¬ 
ership's  narrow  view  of  Scripture 
and  its  seemingly  insatiable  desire 
for  control  were  hardly  flattering. 

Against  that  background,  the  twin 
firings  are  a  regrettable  example  of 
“killing  the  messengers”  because 
one  loathes  the  message. 

All  the  more  regrettable,  Southern 
Baptist  leaders  appear  not  to  have 
considered,  or  to  care  about,  the  mes¬ 
sage  that  their  actions  send  to  others. 

That  “message”:  Henceforth,  the 
credibility  of  whatever  the  church’s 
leadership  allows  to  be  reported  by 
a  “sanitized”  Baptist  Press  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  deep  skepticism.  Will  it  truly 
be  news  or  merely  propaganda? 


All  Christians,  and  not  just  South¬ 
ern  Baptists,  are  losers  in  this  fiasco. 
It’s  obvious  that  it  has  cost  all  of  us  a 
reliable  source  of  news.  Not  so  obvi¬ 
ous.  however,  is  the  shadow  that  it 
casts  on  our  collective  witness  as 
Christians  by  the  lost  credibility  of  a 
major  denomination’s  leadership. 

By  contrast,  our  Lord’s  example 
was  one  of  bringing  “light" — the 
light  of  truth — to  penetrate  life’s 
shadows  and  dark  places. 

Indeed,  light-bringing  is  what  any 
self-respecting  news  organization, 
particularly  one  that  serves  the 
church,  should  strive  toward — even 
when  what's  illuminated  is  unflat¬ 
tering  or  unpleasant. 

We  at  the  Reporter  are  painfully 
aware  that  such  an  ideal  is  difficult 
to  live  up  to  and.  at  times,  difficult 
to  live  with! 

We’re  equally  aware,  however,  that 
our  well-being  as  the  community  of 
faith  demands  our  best  efforts,  and 
those  of  Christians  in  other  denomi¬ 
nations,  to  safeguard  the  freedom 
and  integrity  of  all  light-bringing 
agents  in  our  midst,  be  they  found  in 
pulpit,  pew  or  the  press. 

As  Christians,  we  should  pray  for 
the  healing  of  deep  wounds  among 
our  Southern  Baptist  sisters  and 
brothers,  particularly  wounds  that 
compromise  their  efforts  and  ours  to 
witness  credibly  to  a  skeptical  world. 

We  should  include  in  our  prayers 
the  hope  that,  in  the  absence  of  an 
unfettered  Baptist  Press,  other 
means  of  objective,  fair  and  bal¬ 
anced  news  reporting  soon  will 
emerge  to  help  the  light  of  truth 
shine  in  their  midst  and  ours. 


By  JOYCE  L.  IRWIN 

During  the  organ  prelude,  I  re¬ 
cently  leafed  through  the  new  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Hymnal  to  determine 
what  kind  of  message  our  hymns 
convey  about  the  natural  world. 

1  had  just  attended  the  North 
American  Conference  on  Religion 
and  Ecology  in  Washington.  There 
the  importance  of  religious  institu¬ 
tions  in  shaping  attitudes  toward 
the  environment  and  the  ecological 
crisis  was  a  major  focus. 

My  eyes  fell  upon  the  chorus, 


"Turn  Your  Eyes  Upon  Jesus" 
(349),  which  I  had  sung  with  feeling 
in  early  adolescence  but  hadn’t  en¬ 
countered  since.  Even  now  I  can 
sense  how  moved  I  was  singing 
“and  the  things  of  earth  will  grow 
strangely  dim  in  the  light  of  his  glo¬ 
ry  and  grace." 

I  didn't  draw  distinction 

Undoubtedly  the  word  “earth” 
here  was  intended  not  as  a  reference 
to  our  planet  but  to  desires  and  am¬ 
bitions  that  draw  us  away  from 
what  is  of  eternal  significance. 


We  need  to  become  more  sensitive  to  our  role  within  creation  rath¬ 
er  than  above  it. 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


Yet  as  a  teen-ager  I  didn’t  draw 
this  distinction.  As  a  thorough-go¬ 
ing  dualist,  I  wished  I  could  be  pure 
mind  or  spirit. 

1  wanted  to  deny  my  physical  na¬ 
ture  even  though  changes  were  oc¬ 
curring  in  my  adolescent  body  that 
were  difficult  to  ignore.  Why 
couldn't  I  refuse  to  develop  into  a 
sexual  being?  Didn’t  humans  belong 
more  truly  to  the  spiritual  realm 
than  to  physical  creation? 

My  conviction  that  what  was  ab¬ 
stract  and  intellectual  was  superior 
to  what  was  concrete  and  physical 
led  me  to  avoid  high  school  biology 
in  favor  of  chemistry  and  physics — 
preferably  without  labs.  Math,  of 
course,  was  better  than  any  of  these. 

In  college  I  chose  human  biology 
so  I  wouldn’t  have  to  learn  about 
plants  and  animals.  As  soon  as  1 
had  met  the  science  requirements,  1 
turned  to  more  elevated  concerns  of 
religion,  philosophy,  history  and 
languages. 

Acceptance  has  been  gradual 

Accepting  my  female  identity  has 
been  a  gradual  process,  but  in  my 
attitude  toward  animals  I  experi¬ 
enced  a  sudden  conversion  with  my 
first  sighting  of  an  elephant  in  his 
natural  African  habitat. 

Not  like  the  zoo  elephants  that 
stood  passively  wagging  their  tails, 
this  Zambian  elephant  strode  with 
grace  and  dignity,  covering  great 
distances  with  a  few  steps. 

I  was  hooked.  Scarce  as  the  exotic 
animals  were  in  the  vast  national 
park,  I  yearned  for  just  one  more 
glimpse  of  another  elephant,  a  tiger, 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 

which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church, 
loyce  L.  Irwin  is  a 
member  of  Park 
United  Methodist  G 

Church,  Hamilton,  N.Y.  (North  Central 
New  York  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-' 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to. 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  6 60275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. _ ’ 

a  leopard,  even  a  warthog. 

To  be  sure.  I  still  prefer  not  to 
live  with  dogs  or  cats.  I  still  eat 
meat,  and  I  haven’t  made  up  my 
mind  about  animal  rights.  But  I  am 
fully  convinced  that  the  hierarchical 
worldview  that  places  humans  on 
the  border  between  the  lower,  phys¬ 
ical  realm  and  the  higher,  spiritual 
realm  has  contributed  to  our  cur¬ 
rent  environmental  crisis. 

During  the  last  two  decades 
churches  have  become  aware  of  the 
harmful  consequences  of  the  hierar¬ 
chical  worldview  for  women.  Theol¬ 
ogy,  hymnody  and  the  language  of 
worship  are  in  the  process  of  adapt¬ 
ing  to  this  new  awareness. 

As  we  become  more  sensitive  to 
our  role  within  creation  rather  than 
above  it,  we  must  become  conscious 
of  the  subtle  ways  in  which  our  tra¬ 
ditional  religious  language  can  deni¬ 
grate  the  rest  of  creation. 

We  need  more  hymn  texts  like 
Jaroslav  Vajda’s  “God  of  the  Spar¬ 
row,  God  of  the  Whale”  (122). 

What  others= 


Are  we  asking  wrong  question  about  church,  culture?  -  =are  saying 


This  letter  is  in  response  to  your 
July  13  editorial,  headlined,  “It’s 
past  time  to  confront  reality.”  It 
dealt  with  culture-based  values  vs. 
Christ-based  values. 

-One  definition  of  culture  is  be¬ 
havior  typical  of  a  group  or  class. 
One  definition  of  Christ  is  an  ideal 
truth  that  comes  from  God. 

First,  are  we  assuming  all  culture 
values  are  bad?  If  so,  what  are  they? 
Whose  culture  are  we  talking  about? 
Ethnic  and  nationality  culture  or 
broad-based  Americanized  culture 
such  as  success,  money,  power,  free- 
thinking  and  individualized  lifestyles. 

If  we  conclude  that  culture  is  be¬ 
havior  typical  of  a  group  or  class, 
that  group  or  class  goes  to  a  United 
Methodist  church  and  that  group 
isn’t  experiencing  spiritual  growth 
and  Christian  maturity,  then  we 
might  be  asking  the  wrong  question. 

Culture  isn’t  corrupting  the 
church.  If  people  are  coming  to 
church,  they  are  seekers.  They  want 

My  Witness 


to  worship  God.  They  want  mean¬ 
ing  and  purpose  in  their  lives. 

If  they  were  conforming  to  the 
world,  they  wouldn’t  be  in  church. 
They  may  or  may  not  be  tempted  to 
join  a  Covenant  Discipleship  group. 
Chances  are  they  might  because  this 
society  is  attuned  to  support  group 
meetings  for  every  ill  there  is. 

The  question  to  ask  the  church  is, 
how  can  we  convey  the  true  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  words,  “Fear  the  Lord.” 

Beverly  A.  Keathley 
Dallas,  Texas 

Editorial  came  too  late 

This  is  a  good  editorial  (see  UMR, 
July  13).  If  only  it  had  been  written 
20  years  ago  when  something  possi¬ 
bly  could  have  been  done. 

Sadly  our  time  has  come  and 
gone.  There  is  no  one  left  to  call  for 
spiritual  values. 

It  isn’t  an  uncertain  trumpet  that 
we  sound.  It’s  no  trumpet  at  all. 


However,  I  will  send  a  copy  of  your 
editorial  to  my  bishop. 

Charley  Burlingame 
Taos,  New  Mexico 

Discipleship  isn't  cheap 

This  is  regarding  the  article  head¬ 
lined,  “Study  says  UMs  don’t  live 
their  faith  in  everyday  life”  (see 
UMR,  July  6). 

It  seems  paradoxical  that  “they 
came  to  church  to  deepen  their  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God"  but  don’t  under¬ 
stand  that  to  "connect  their  Christian 
faith  to  daily  life  is  necessary  to  genu¬ 
ine  Christian  discipleship." 

If  our  relationship  with  God  is 
deepened,  how  can  our  daily  lives 
help  but  reflect  this  connection? 

If  UMs  came  to  church  to  en¬ 
counter  God  and  to  deepen  that  re¬ 
lationship  but  leave  without  doing 
so  and  without  understanding  the 
vital  connection,  it  would  appear 
that  our  church  has  either  lost  sight 
of  its  purpose  or  has  become  inef¬ 


fective  in  teaching  genuine  Chris¬ 
tian  discipleship. . . . 

Being  a  Christian  is  difficult.  By 
allowing  its  members  to  think  it  is 
any  easier  as  a  United  Methodist, 
our  church  isn’t  being  accountable. 
After  all  the  rationalizing,  it  still  re¬ 
mains  that  there  is  a  cost  for  Chris¬ 
tian  discipleship,  and  it  doesn’t 
come  cheap. 

Sibyl  H.  Miller 
Keller,  Texas 

We're  not  children! 

As  a  free-lance  writer  who  is  also  a 
Christian,  I  was  appalled  by  Timothy 
McLemore’s  July  6  “Here  I  Stand" 
headlined,  “  ‘Tie  Me  Up,  Tie  Me 
Down’  shows  need  for  COSROW.” 

It  is  no  wonder  that  so  many  non- 
Christians  view  religious  commit¬ 
ment  as  irreconcilable  with  an 
artistic  identity.  The  underlying  as¬ 
sumption  of  Mr.  McLemore’s  essay 
is  that  Christians  have  the  mental¬ 
ities  of  children  and  must  be  pro- 


Baptist  Press  firings  are  deep  personal  loss 


I  feel  a  deep  personal  loss  over  the 
wreckage  of  one  of  religious  journal¬ 
ism’s  finest  news 
services  (see  related 
editorial  elsewhere 
on  this  page). 

As  both  editor 
and  educator.  I’ve 
appreciated  Bap-  ^ 

tist  Press — the  ** 

Southern  Baptist  l°hn  Lovelace 
Convention’s  official  news  ser¬ 
vice — for  more  than  25  years.  Some 
of  its  writers,  including  one  fired 
last  week,  are  people  I  like  personal¬ 
ly  and  admire  professionally. 

Others  affected  directly  or  indi¬ 
rectly  are  former  students  of  mine, 
some  of  the  best  and  brightest  that  I 
knew  during  five  years  as  a  journal¬ 
ism  professor  at  Oklahoma  Baptist 
University.  They’ve  gone  to  work 
for  Southern  Baptist  agencies,  and 
their  job  security  and  sense  of  pro¬ 


fessional  worth  have  been  shaken. 

I’ve  often  extolled  the  courage  of 
these  people  who  reported  on  the 
conventionwide  carnage.  They  re¬ 
ported  on  the  house  fire  from  inside 
the  house  and  several  times  identi¬ 
fied  the  apparent  arsonists. 

That  observation  is  not  merely  to 
praise  journalists  like  A1  Shackel¬ 
ford  and  Dan  Martin.  It’s  also  a 
tribute  to  the  Baptist  traditions  of 
free  press  and  of  resistance  to  all 
kinds  of  oppression — whether  im¬ 
posed  from  within  or  from  without. 

It’s  also  a  statement  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  the  political  acumen  and 
impeccable  professional  standing  of 
retired  Baptist  Press  chieftain  W.C. 
Fields.  He  personally  shielded  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  through  the  early  1980s  as 
the  convention’s  control  began 
shifting  from  "moderates”  to  the 
all-consuming  “conservatives.” 

Even  in  the  midst  of  those  shifts, 


Baptist  Press  continued  to  report  on 
the  “house  fire.” 

But  the  news  service’s  fair  and  ob¬ 
jective  reports  from  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  sessions  last  month  in  New 
Orleans  went  too  far  for  those  who 
call  the  shots  at  convention  head¬ 
quarters.  At  one  point  recently,  con¬ 
vention  leaders  instructed  Baptist 
Press  to  release  a  news  statement  ex¬ 
actly  as  it  came  from  the  head  office! 

An  attempted  quiet  buy-out  of 
Messrs.  Shackelford  and  Martin  failed 
when  the  two  insisted  on  “going 
open”  with  this  latest  plank-walking. 

There’s  no  denying  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  leaders’  right  to  expect  best-foot- 
forward  news  reports  from  their 
in-house  journalists.  But  the  primary 
commodity  that  any  news  service  has 
to  offer — its  credibility — is  tar¬ 
nished,  if  not  compromised,  if  that 
agency’s  reporters,  writers  and  edi¬ 
tors  are  not  allowed  to  do  their  jobs. 
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As  a  consequence,  the  major  pub¬ 
lic  news  media  and  the  major  reli¬ 
gious  media  like  the  Reporter  will 
almost  certainly  publish  less  and 
less  Baptist  Press  news.  Thus  Amer¬ 
ican  society  in  a  wider  sense  will  be 
deprived  of  a  once-reliable  source 
of  information  about  the  nation’s 
largest  Protestant  denomination. 

It’s  a  sad  day  for  us  who  make  our 
professional  lives  in  religious  jour¬ 
nalism.  It’s  an  even  sadder  day  for 
those  who  trust  religious  publicists 
like  Baptist  Press  to  be  among  mod¬ 
ern-day  exponents  of  the  ancient 
truth:  "You  shall  know  the  truth, 
and  the  truth  shall  set  you  free.” 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Mr.  Lovelace  is  managing  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

"As  for  the  rich  in  this  world, 
charge  them  not  to  be  haughty  nor 
to  set  their  hopes  on  uncertain  rich¬ 
es  but  on  God  who  richly  furnishes 
us  with  everything  to  enjoy.”  (RSV) 
Book  Chapter  Verse 


tected  from  harmful  influences.  The 
thrust  of  the  essay  is  that  an  artist 
must  present  an  agreeable  idea  in  a 
palatable  form — or  else. 

In  other  words,  unless  you  are  a 
hard-line  psychoanalytic,  don’t 
bother  reading  Freud.  You  will 
learn  nothing  from  it.  All  works 
must  be  free  from  doctrinal  error. 

1  saw  the  film,  “Tie  Me  Up,  Tie 
Me  Down,”  and  I  disliked  it  in¬ 
tensely.  I  disliked  it  because  it  was, 
overall,  an  inane  and  poorly  made 
film.  But  it  did  have  moments  of 
brilliance  that  made  the  overall  me¬ 
diocrity  even  more  saddening. 

I  didn’t  dislike  it  because  it 
rocked  my  moral  foundation  or  my 
views  of  women,  as  these  aspects  of 
myself  are  secure.  I  would  hope  for 
equal  maturity  in  all  of  my  fellow 
Christians. 

Tim  Scott 
Chicago,  Illinois 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 
brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


"Tackling  problems  that  dimin¬ 
ish  people's  dignity  is  another  way 
of  saying  that  men  and  women  are 
made  in  the  image  of  God.” 

— Sir  Ronald  Wilson,  national  presi¬ 
dent,  United  Church  of  Australia 
*  *  * 

“There  are  only  wounded  in  the 
army  of  the  Lord.” 

— The  Rev.  Heather  Murray  Elkins, 
United  Methodist  instructor  in  wor¬ 
ship  and  liturgical  studies.  Drew 
Theological  School 
*  *  ★ 

“The  world  has  enough  for  every¬ 
one’s  need  but  not  for  everyone’s 
greed.” 

— Theodore  Roszak,  author  and  his¬ 
torian,  quoted  in  “Bibelot” 

*  *  * 

"We  are  pleased  to  provide  the 
cathedral.  . .  .  Please  don’t  nail  any¬ 
thing  to  the  doors.” 

— The  Rev.  Vincent  Heier,  Roman 
Catholic  Archdiocese  of  St.  Louis, 
welcoming  Missouri-Kansas  Luther¬ 
ans  meeting  in  St.  Louis  Cathedral 


“If  you  have  the  impression  that 
movies  today  are  bloodier  and  more 
brutal  than  ever  in  the  past  and  that 
their  body  counts  are  skyrocketing, 
you  are  absolutely  right.  Inflation 
has  hit  the  action-adventure  movie 
with  a  big,  slimy  splat.” 

— Vincent  Canby,  film  critic,  “The 
New  York  Times” 


(Last  week's  answer:  Colossians  3:4) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  30 

Monday:  Psalms  105:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  105:7-11 
IVednesday:  Exodus  3: 1 3-20 
Thursday:  Matthew  13:44-52 
Friday:  Matthew  13:54-58 
Saturday:  Romans  8:26-27 
Sunday:  Romans  8:28-30 


Proclaim 

your 

mission  . .  • 
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HELP  SENT  TO  2  AREAS:  United 

Methodists  have  created  channels  to  help  vic¬ 
tims  in  two  recent  earthquake-ravaged  areas. 
The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
emergency  Advance  fund  number  for  the  Phil¬ 
ippines  is  240225.  Several  hundred  people  died 
in  the  July  16  Philippines  quake,  including  a 
pastor  when  a  United  Methodist  church  col¬ 
lapsed.  Lloyd  Rollins,  the  agency’s  disaster  co¬ 
ordinator,  said  the  relief  committee  sent 
$10,000  immediately  for  emergency  needs  in 
the  Philippines  and  another  $8,000  to  the  inter¬ 
faith  Church  World  Service  appeal.  The  com¬ 
mittee  continues  working  through  interfaith 
channels  to  help  victims  of  the  recent  earth¬ 
quake  in  Iran  (Advance  No.  6243 1 5-5). 

ASHRAM  PASSES  MILESTONES: 

The  Christian  Ashram  Ministry  celebrated  its 
60th  international  anniversary  and  its  50th 
North  American  anniversa¬ 
ry  recently  in  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia.  The  international, 
interracial  and  interde¬ 
nominational  ministry  was 
founded  by  the  late  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  evangelist 
E.  Stanley  Jones  in  Sat  Tal, 

India,  in  1930.  Some  350 
people  attended  the  group’s  E.  Stanley  Jones 
eighth  international  Christian  Ashram  in  Hali¬ 
fax.  The  Ashram  focuses  on  Christian  unity. 

FIRST  REUNION:  Twenty  of  the  50 
Methodist  missionaries  who  went  to  Latin 
America  in  1950  for  three-year  terms  held  their 
first  reunion  recently  in  Pacific  Palisades,  Calif. 
Meeting  July  13-15,  they  discovered  that  40 
years  later,  several  still  are  in  the  pastorate, 
many  of  them  married  each  other,  and  Ed  and 
Nancy  Tims  traveled  the  farthest  to  get  there 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  where  they  are  still 
on  assignment.  It  was  so  much  fun,  said  Mrs. 
Mary  Zambrano  of  Claremont,  Calif.,  that  the 
group  plans  to  meet  again  in  three  years. 

PROBABLY  NOT  SAMSON'S:  An 

expert  on  the  Bible’s  “wisdom”  literature  from 
United  Methodist-related  Duke  University  says 
Samson  probably  didn’t  write  the  note  recently 
found  with  his  name  on  it  among  the  Dead  Sea 
Scrolls  material.  But  Dr.  James  I.  Crenshaw 
said  the  small  fragment  of  a  love  letter  may 
point  instead  to  a  literature  form — the  love  let¬ 
ter — previously  unknown  to  scholars. 

PEACE  GROUP  WARNED:  The 

National  Agenda  for  Peace  in  El  Salvador, 
which  is  supported  by  prominent  religious  lead¬ 
ers,  may  be  required  to  register  as  a  foreign 
agent.  The  U.S.  Justice  Department  has  issued 
that  warning  to  the  organization,  which  has  a 
member  of  Congress  on  its  board.  A  May  5  ad 
in  "The  Washington  Post”  triggered  a  Justice 
Department  inquiry.  The  ad  called  for  suspen¬ 
sion  of  U.S.  aid  to  El  Salvador  and  a  negotiated 
peace  settlement.  The  ad  was  signed  by  68  peo¬ 
ple,  including  19  Episcopal,  Lutheran  and  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  bishops;  the  Rev.  Daniel  Weiss, 
head  of  the  American  Baptist  Churches  in  the 
U.S.A.;  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson;  and  Coretta 
Scott  King,  widow  of  Martin  Luther  King. 

ANTI-PAPIST  COMPLAINS:  Tony 

Alamo,  controversial  author  of  tracts  against 
the  Vatican,  insists  he’s  being  persecuted  by  the 
government  in  the  wake  of  the  latest  court  judg¬ 
ment  against  him.  Six  former  members  of  his 
Music  Square  Church  in  Nashville  were  award¬ 
ed  $  1 .4  million  in  damages  by  a  federal  court  in 
Arkansas.  The  plaintiffs,  Cary  Miller  and  his 
family,  charged  that  Mr.  Alamo  had  supervised 
a  beating  of  Mr.  Miller’s  1 1-year-old  son  during 
a  disciplinary  proceeding  at  Mr.  Alamo’s  reli¬ 
gious  commune  in  Saugus,  Calif. 
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God's-name  issue  referred  to  church  court 

Worship  book  study  committee  seeks  clarification  on  conflicting  rules  about  language 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— The 
United  Methodist  “supreme 
court”  will  be  asked  this  fall  to 
help  decide  what  names  will  be 
used  for  God  in  the  church’s  pro¬ 
posed  book  of  worship. 

The  worship  book  is  intended 
for  use  by  pastors  and  laypeople 
involved  in  planning  and  leading 
worship  services. 

The  special  committee  creating 
the  new  worship  book  has  asked 
the  Judicial  Council — the 
church’s  “supreme  court” — for  a 
declaratory  decision  on  language 
rules  adopted  by  the  1988  Gener¬ 
al  Conference,  the  church’s  high¬ 
est  policy-making  body. 

Language  rules  differ 

Here’s  how  the  language  rules 
conflict  with  one  another: 

/  One  rejects  all  efforts  to  leg¬ 
islate  specific  addresses  to  God 
in  United  Methodist  worship 
and  liturgy. 

/  Another  requires  that  the 
proposed  book  of  worship  retain 
the  traditional  form  of  address 
for  the  Trinity — including  “Fa¬ 
ther”  for  God — while  using  in¬ 
clusive  language  for  humans  and 
their  relationships. 

•f  Yet  another  affirms  tradi¬ 
tional  Trinitarian  references  to 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit  as  the 
acceptable  standard  for  United 
Methodist  literature  and  liturgy. 

The  worship  book  committee 


is  asking  the  Judicial  Council,  in 
effect,  to  declare  which  rule  must 
be  followed. 

Guidelines  adopted 

Nearly  two  years  ago,  the  wor¬ 
ship  book  study  committee 
adopted  language  guidelines  that 
conform  to  the  required  “Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Spirit”  formula  in 
specific  services  such  as  baptism 
and  ordination. 

Working  drafts  of  liturgies  in 
the  proposed  worship  book  use 
“Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit.” 

Some  multicultural  and  heal¬ 
ing  services  address  Christ,  the 
Holy  Spirit  or  have  an  alternate 
name,  such  as  “Almighty  God.” 
Some  prayers  offer  worship  lead¬ 
ers  the  option  to  substitute 
“God”  for  “Father.” 

Committee  members  felt  they 
need  to  know  if  these  alternatives 
are  acceptable. 

One  committee  member,  re¬ 
tired  Bishop  Ole  Borgen  of  Wil- 
more,  Ky.,  voted  against  the 
request  for  a  declaratory  deci¬ 
sion.  He  told  the  group  he  in¬ 
tends  to  file  his  own  petition 
with  the  Judicial  Council  asking 
that  "Father”  be  judged  the  only 
appropriate  address  for  God. 

Bishop  Borgen,  scholar  in  resi¬ 
dence  at  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary,  contends  that  “Fa¬ 
ther”  accurately  represents  the 
nature  of  God’s  being  in  relation¬ 
ship  to  Jesus  Christ  and  to  hu¬ 
manity. 


Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison 
(Philadelphia  Area),  who  chairs 
the  study  committee,  is  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  request  for  the  declara¬ 
tory  decision  to  the  Judicial 
Council  Oct.  24-25  in  Denver. 

Two  volumes  planned 

In  other  action,  the  worship 
book  study  committee: 

■  Chose  “United  Methodist 
Book  of  Worship”  as  the  book’s 
working  title. 


I  Decided  to  make  the  book  a 
two-volume  work.  Local  congre¬ 
gation  worship  services  are  to  be 
in  the  first  volume;  "connection- 
al  services,”  such  as  those  or¬ 
daining  clergy  members, 
dedicating  buildings  or  conse¬ 
crating  bishops  are  to  be  in  the 
second. 

■  Reaffirmed  English  as  the 
book’s  language,  with  allowances 
for  multicultural  resources  to  be 
printed  in  their  native  language 


with  English  translations. 

■  Reviewed  a  variety  of  multi¬ 
cultural  worship  services,  repre¬ 
senting  Asian,  Hispanic,  Native 
American  and  African-American 
traditions. 

The  study  committee,  affiliat¬ 
ed  with  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  is  mandated  by  the 
1 988  General  Conference  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  worship  book  as  a  compan¬ 
ion  to  the  1989  United  Method¬ 
ist  Hymnal. 


Miscarriage  liturgy  may  be  revised 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— Af¬ 
ter  weeks  of  debate,  there’s  still 
no  agreement  on  what  United 
Methodist  liturgy  would  be  best 
to  comfort  a  woman  or  a  couple 
after  a  miscarriage. 

A  proposed  liturgy  titled  “A 
Service  of  Hope  After  a  Miscar¬ 
riage”  has  been  returned,  along 
with  several  critiques,  to  its  au¬ 
thor  for  possible  revision. 

The  liturgy  drew  criticism  be¬ 
cause  it  uses  such  words  as 
“child"  and  “infant”  to  refer  to  a 
miscarried  fetus. 

Such  language  unintentionally 
thrust  the  liturgy — and,  by  associa¬ 
tion.  the  special  United  Methodist 
Worship  Book  Study  Commit¬ 
tee — into  the  current  nationwide 
debate  over  when  life  begins. 

The  liturgy  was  the  subject  of 
"point-counterpoint”  articles  in 


a  recent  issue  of  “Circuit  Rider,” 
the  magazine  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  clergy  members. 

In  one  article  Bishop  William 
B.  Grove  (West  Virginia  Area) 
argued  against  the  rite’s  inclusion 
in  the  worship  book  because  the 
church  lacks  consensus  on  when 
life  begins. 

In  the  other  the  liturgy’s  au¬ 
thor,  Karen  Westerfield-Tucker. 
who  teaches  worship  at  UM-re- 
lated  Duke  Divinity  School  in 
Durham,  N.C.,  explained  her  ra¬ 
tionale  for  it.  She  composed  the 
liturgy  almost  10  years  ago  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  her  own  miscarriage. 

Ms.  Westerfield-Tucker’s  arti¬ 
cle  notes  that  she  has  “encoun¬ 
tered  many  women  who  feel  the 
church  is  frequently  insensitive 
in  dealing  with  their  grief  after  a 
miscarriage,  often  denying  the  re¬ 
ality  of  that  grief.” 

During  discussion  about  the 


proposed  liturgy,  the  Rev.  Ann 
B.  Sherer  of  Nacogdoches,  Texas, 
reminded  worship  services  sub¬ 
committee  members  that  a  mis¬ 
carriage  service  was  among  those 
special  rites  most  requested  in  a 
survey  of  worship  needs. 

In  addition  to  returning  the 
proposed  liturgy  to  Ms.  Wester¬ 
field-Tucker,  the  committee 
asked  the  Rev.  Hoyt  L.  Hickman 
of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  staff  to  devise  an  alternative 
miscarriage  service. 

The  subcommittee  agreed  that 
miscarriage  services  would  be 
more  appropriate  in  the  worship 
book's  proposed  section  for  heal¬ 
ing  ministry  rather  than  with  fu¬ 
neral  services. 

Subcommittee  members  said 
they  felt  such  placement  would 
reflect  more  accurately  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  service. 

— CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


UM  missionary  says  Liberian  civil  war  at  stalemate 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  civil  war 
in  Liberia  is  at  a  political  stale¬ 
mate,  according  to  the  last  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  missionary  to  leave 
that  country. 

With  banks  and  businesses 
closed,  a  water  shortage,  dwin¬ 
dling  food  supplies  and  continu¬ 
ous  shooting,  “normal  life  has 


virtually  ceased  in  Monrovia,” 
said  the  Rev.  William  Wamock, 
a  member  of  the  denomination’s 
Holston  Conference,  in  a  July  19 
interview  in  New  York. 

The  Pennsylvania-sized  west 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Summer's  mission  is  building 


CHICAGO — United  Methodists  Linda  Feldkamp  (left)  and  Paul  Lankeneau  build  a  house 
for  Habitat  for  Humanity.  The  non-profit  organization  builds  low-cost  housing.  Ms.  Feld¬ 
kamp  is  a  member  of  Chicago  Temple  (First  United  Methodist  Church,  Chicago),  and  Mr. 
Lankeneau  is  a  member  of  Community  United  Methodist  Church  in  Naperville,  III. 


African  nation  has  a  population 
of  about  2Vi  million.  The  capital, 
Monrovia,  has  250,000-300,000. 

United  Methodist  bishops 
have  called  upon  the  U.S.  State 
Department  to  help  negotiate  an 
immediate  cease-fire  in  Liberia. 

In  a  July  17  letter  to  U.S.  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  James  Baker,  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  executive 
committee  noted  that  conditions 
in  Liberia  have  continued  to  dete¬ 
riorate  and  requested  that  the 
United  States  provide  humanitar¬ 
ian  aid  for  the  victims  of  the  war. 

The  bishops  also  sent  a  mes¬ 
sage  and  prayers  to  Liberian 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Arthur 
Kulah,  who  remains  somewhere 
in  that  country. 

“We  are  proud  of  the  leader¬ 
ship  you  are  giving  as  you  stand 
with  your  people  in  this  troubled 
time,”  the  message  said. 

According  to  Mr.  Wamock, 
Bishop  Kulah  has  done  “a  tre¬ 
mendous  job”  in  leading  church 
efforts  to  bring  both  Gen.  Samu¬ 
el  K.  Doe’s  government  and  the 
rebel  forces  led  by  Charles  Taylor 
to  peace  talks  in  Freetown,  Sierra 
Leone. 

But  because  he  has  been  out¬ 
spoken  about  the  Doe  govern¬ 
ment’s  poor  record  on  civil 
rights,  the  bishop  "is,  therefore, 
perceived  by  the  government  as 
an  antagonist,”  he  said. 

On  July  2,  government  soldiers 
ransacked  Bishop  Kulah’s  house 
(see  UMR,  July  20). 


Arthur  Kulah 

. .  .Liberian  bishop 

The  Rev.  Robert  Fletcher,  an 
Africa-desk  executive  with  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  said  that  no  matter  what 
political  group  comes  into  power 
in  Liberia,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  “will  remain  in  good 
standing"  there. 

He  said  all  25  missionaries  for¬ 
merly  in  Liberia  are  itinerating 
in  the  U.S.  He  added  that  the 
board  hopes  to  send  "a  small 
contingent”  back  in  as  soon  as  Li¬ 
beria  is  stabilized  and  the  Mon¬ 
rovia  airport  reopens.  He 
estimated  that  might  be  done  this 
fall. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  S10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
\vhcn  otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  wanted  for 

1 500-member  suburban  church,  adjacent  to  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Active  pro¬ 
gram.  with  emphasis  upon  study  and  mission,  al¬ 
ready  in  place.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to: 
Dr.  James  McCormick,  2420  Hardy  Street,  Hat- 
tiesburg,  MS  39401. 

TO  SING  GOD’S  PRAISE—  2,000-mcmber 

church  seeks  full-time  Director  of  Music  to  co¬ 
ordinate  complete  music  program,  directing 
two  adult  choirs  and  one  youth  choir.  Music: 
contemporary  Christian  to  the  classics.  Rela¬ 
tional  skills:  a  necessity.  Write:  Bill  Easum,  Co¬ 
lonial  Hills  UMC,  5247  Vance  Jackson,  San 
Antonio.  TX  78230. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 
Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 
week,  $525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesvillc,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507.  | 

SHARE.  INCORPORATED  CHURCH  Finance 

is  now  considering  applications  for  career  consul¬ 
tants.  Successful  applicants  will  be  trained  to  di- 

BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS!  New  and 
used —  Champion.  Call:  American  TransCoach 
today.  (817)458-4844.  ; 

campaigns.  Extensive  travel  is  required.  For  de¬ 
tails  write:  Rex  Davenport,  President,  Share,  In¬ 
corporated,  5 1 53  E.  5 1  St. ,  Tulsa,  OK  74 1 35. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and  stay  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
to  160).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming,  $9.00  tickets,  grilled  burger 
cook  out,  and  breakfast.  All  for  $24.00  each!  Call: 
(501) 253-8418  today! 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FOR  FULL-TIME  Di¬ 
rector  of  Ministry  with  youth  and  their  families. 
Active  1  700-member  church.  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Degree  and  United  Methodist  preferred. 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  Staff  Parish  Rela¬ 
tions.  St.  Andrew  United  Methodist  Church, 
6325  S.  University  Blvd..  Littleton.  CO  80121. 

TEXAS  PANHANDLE  TRAVELERS  welcome! 
Worship  Sundays  First  UMC,  Dumas  10:55  a.m. 
and  6:00  p.m.  East  of  287,  401  Binkley.  Blue 
jeans  welcome!  Inquiries:  (806)  935-7200. 

DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAM  AND  Interpreta¬ 
tion —  Camp  Kinawind  and  Lake  Huron  Camp. 
Full-time  position  in  camp  programming  and 
marketing/promotion.  Apply  to:  Outdoor  Minis¬ 
try,  Detroit  Conference  United  Methodist 
Church,  21700  Northwestern  Hwy.,  Suite  1200, 
Southfield,  Ml  48075.  Phone:  (313)  559-7000, 
ext.  67. 

HOLY  LAND  TOUR.  Walk  the  paths  of  Jesus 
with  us  to  Jordan-Israel-Egypt.  November  9-19. 
Call:  (301)  546-3512. 

CHURCH  BUS  FOR  SALE.  ’74  Chevrolet. 
Nearly  new  motor,  new  battery,  54  passenger. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Grapevine, 
TX. (214)  481-2559. 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT, 
Iliff  School  of  Theology.  Bachelor’s  degree  and 
experience  required  including  annual  fund 
campaign,  alumni/ae  programming,  planned 
giving  and  donor  research.  Exceptional  inter¬ 
personal.  oral  and  written  skills  essential.  Capi¬ 
tal  campaign  experience  desired;  understanding 
of  theological  education  helpful.  Position  avail¬ 
able  August  20.  Iliff  is  an  equal  opportunity  em¬ 
ployer.  Send  resume  to:  Thomas  Craine,  Iliff 
School  of  Theology,  2201  S.  University  Blvd., 

NEED£D:  FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR- 
cxpcricnccd,  creative  church  musician  with  abili¬ 
ty  to  coordinate  and  direct  large-scale  musical 
productions  for  1600-member,  multiple-staff, 
alive  and  growing  downtown  United  Methodist 
Church.  Long  tradition  of  excellence  in  music. 
Choirs  for  all  ages.  Handbells.  Send  resume  to: 
Herb  Hoffman,  FUMC.  P.O.  Box  1638,  Albu¬ 
querque,  NM  87103. 

"CLASSIC  FURNITURE  WORKS"—  strip- 
ping,  repair  and  refinish  service  for  pews,  furni¬ 
ture,  etc.  Quality  work,  reasonable  cost.  10777 
Turbevillc  Rd.  #120,  Dallas,  TX  75243.  (214) 
341-1619. 

Denver,  CO  80210. 

SMALL,  GROWING  CHURCH  NEEDS  youth 
director  15  hr/wk  in  Prosper,  40  miles  north  of 
downtown  Dallas.  Salary  $600/month.  Call:  Rev. 
Scott  Jones  (214)  347-2372. 

Religion  journalists  decry  Baptist  Press  firings 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

The  July  17  firing  of  two  top  edi¬ 
tors  from  the  Southern  Baptist  news 
service  was  like  dropping  a  stone 
into  a  pond. 

For  some  time  ripples  will  erode 
the  shores  of  religious  journalism, 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
and  the  credibility  of  religious 
groups,  according  to  various  jour¬ 
nalists. 

The  Rev.  Alvin  C.  Shackleford, 
58.  director  of  Baptist  Press,  and 
the  Rev.  Dan  B.  Martin,  51,  news 
editor,  were  fired  at  a  three-hour, 
closed-door  session  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Executive  Committee  in 
Nashville. 

No  charge  was  cited  against 
them.  Conservatives  in  the  divided 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  al¬ 
leged  that  the  pair  were  too  moder¬ 
ate  in  their  reporting. 

Reactions  came  quickly. 

'We  are  disturbed' 

Dr.  Roger  L.  Burgess,  head  of 
United  Methodist  Communications 
in  Nashville,  said,  "We  are  dis¬ 
turbed  at  the  action  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Executive  Committee  in  fir- 


7  fear  that  this  action,  as 
well  as  being  unfortunate 
for  those  two  individuals, 
has  had  a  chilling  effect 
on  other  Protestant 
reporters  and  editors / 

— The  Rev.  Judith  L.  Weidman 


Please  see  a  related 
editorial  and  comment  on 
Page  2. 


ing  two  highly  respected  veteran 
journalists  who  head  Baptist  Press. 

"While  the  committee  is  clearly 
within  its  right  to  dismiss  staff,  we 
are  concerned  that  this  action 
threatens  the  principle  of  freedom 
of  the  press.  That  principle  is  essen¬ 
tial  to  the  credibility  of  the  news 
agency  of  any  denomination.” 

He  voiced  a  concern  expressed  by 
several  Southern  Baptists  close  to 
the  case  when  he  said,  “We  fear  the 


action  may  do  serious  damage  to 
the  credibility  of  Baptist  Press  in  re¬ 
lationship  to  the  news  media.” 

Dr.  Burgess  added,  “Guarantees 
of  editorial  freedom  such  as  that  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  (top  policy¬ 
making  body  of  the  denomination) 
are  essential  to  a  professional  and 
credible  news  service.” 

Firing  has  'chilling  effect' 

The  Rev.  Judith  L.  Weidman, 
editor/director  of  Religious  News 
Service,  said,  “I  fear  that  this  ac¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  being  unfortunate 
for  those  two  individuals,  has  had  a 
chilling  effect  on  other  Protestant 
reporters  and  editors. 

“The  notion  that  the  church  can’t 
withstand  bad  news  or  ‘telling  it  like 
it  is’  is  unfortunate. 

“Our  experience  time  and  again 
has  been  that  it  is  healthy  for  a  de¬ 
nomination  to  allow  full  voice  to  all 
sides  of  an  issue.” 

Further,  said  Dr.  Weidman,  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  “The 
firings  at  Baptist  Press  seem  to  sig¬ 
nify  that  the  largest  [Protestant]  de¬ 
nomination  in  the  country  (14.9 
million  people)  isn’t  strong  enough 
to  take  that.” 


Dr.  Weidman  said  RNS  has 
maintained  close  contact  with  Bap¬ 
tist  Press.  She  expressed  hope  that 
successors  would  “find  a  way  to  re¬ 
port  the  news  completely  and  fair¬ 
ly."  She  added.  "It  will  be  a  loss  to 
us  all  if  that  does  not  continue.” 

Service  continues 

Dr.  Ernest  Mosley,  executive  vice 
president  of  the  executive  commit¬ 
tee  staff  in  Nashville,  was  placed  in 
charge  of  Baptist  Press.  He  said' 
Baptist  Press  is  continuing  to  pro¬ 
vide  articles,  written  by  bureau 
staff,  Baptist  state  editors  and  other 
writers,  while  the  search  is  on  for  a 
news  service  director. 

Nashville  attorney  Jeffrey  Mob¬ 
ley  announced  that  an  alternative 
“Associated  Baptist  Press"  is  being 
formed.  Details  of  that  unofficial 
service  were  not  spelled  out. 

J.B.  Fowler  of  Albuquerque, 
N.M.,  editor  of  the  "Baptist  New 
Mexican"  and  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Press  Association, 
said  that  whatever  happens,  Bap¬ 
tists  need  a  “free  flow  of  news." 

"Let  no  happy  face  be  put  on  it  to 
make  someone  look  good,  and  let 
no  unhappy  face  be  put  on  it  to 
make  someone  look  bad!"  he  said. 
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DOCKET  EXPANDS:  Language  for 
addressing  the  deity  and  financial  support  for 
an  abortion-rights  coalition  are  among  20  ques¬ 
tions  of  church  law  to  be  considered  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  highest  court  Oct. 
23-27.  The  Judicial  Council  docket  includes  is¬ 
sues  of  clergy  pensions,  appointment  of  pastors, 
discipline  of  clergy  members,  budgeting,  admis¬ 
sion  of  clergy  members  to  an  annual  conference, 
the  number  of  bishops  in  the  Northeastern  Ju¬ 
risdiction  (see  related  item  next  below),  clergy 
housing,  tenure  on  annual  conference  organiza¬ 
tions,  insurance  programs  and  conference  struc¬ 
ture.  The  20  cases  on  the  docket  are  believed  to 
be  a  record  number  for  a  single  meeting  of  the 
nine-member  court. 

HOW  MANY  BISHOPS?:  Besides 
approving  a  new  episcopal  area  July  14  (see 
UMR,  July  20),  the  Northeastern  Jurisdictional 
Conference  approved  a  petition  to  the  1992 
General  Conference.  The  action  proposes  a 
change  in  church  law  regulating  the  number  of 
United  Methodist  bishops  in  a  region.  Para¬ 
graph  505  in  the  church’s  Book  of  Discipline  al¬ 
locates  bishops  based  on  church  membership. 
The  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  would  have  the 
church  drop  the  membership  formula  and  let 
each  of  the  denomination’s  five  U.S.  regions  de¬ 
cide  how  many  bishops  it  needs  for  “fulfilling 
the  mission  of  the  church.”  Proponents  of  the 
newly  created  Albany  (N.Y.)  Area  area  claimed 
their  action  conformed  to  this  “mission”  ratio¬ 
nale.  The  redistribution  of  bishops  gives  the 
church  stronger  episcopal  presence  in  two  major 
urban  areas — Washington  and  New  York — and 
the  capital  of  the  region’s  largest  state. 

GIFTS  RISE:  Financial  support  for  more 
than  20  national  and  international  funds  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  was  2.37  percent 
higher  in  the  first  six  months  of  1990  than  in 
the  same  period  of  1989.  According  to  a  report 
from  the  denomination’s  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  receipts  through 
June  30  totaled  $44.96  million.  The  comparable 
figure  for  1989  was  $43.92  million.  Increases 
were  recorded  in  1 7  funds. 

MISSION  EXEC  RESIGNS:  The 

head  of  the  mission  personnel  department  at 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  re¬ 
signed  effective  in  August.  Dr.  Sheila  Flemming 
has  accepted  a  faculty  position  with  United 
Methodist-related  Bethune-Cookman  College  in 
Daytona  Beach,  Fla.  Dr.  Hemming  served  in 
the  mission  board  post  nearly  two  years  and  was 
instrumental  in  developing  the  church’s  new 
Mission  Resource  Center  in  Atlanta. 

VIDEO  WINS  RIBBON:  whoisJe 

sus?” — one  of  six  segments  of  the  popular  vid 
eotape  series,  “Questions  of  Faith  II” — has  won 
a  blue  ribbon.  Peggy  West,  a  United  Methodist 
Communications  executive  and  co-executive 
producer  of  the  series,  recently  received  the 
1990  American  Film  and  Video  Festival  Blue 
Ribbon  Award  for  the  program  in  the  category 
of  philosophy  and  religion.  “Questions  of  Faith 
II”  is  jointly  produced  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  and  the  Parish  of  Trinity 
Church  (Episcopal),  New  York.  It  is  distributed 
by  EcuFilm,  an  interdenominational  videotape 
and  film  distribution  unit  administered  by  UM 
Communications. 

AID  TO  PHILIPPINES:  Church  World 
Service  recently  sent  $550,000  to  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  in  the  Philippines  for  relief 
efforts  in  the  earthquake-damaged  country.  The 
funds  will  purchase  food,  medicine,  tents  and 
other  urgently  needed  items. 


Mission-study  materials  faulted  by  women 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Mission 
study  books  being  used  this  sum¬ 
mer  by  United  Methodists 
throughout  the  United  States 
were  attacked  recently  by  two 
women:  Diane  Knippers  and  Ju¬ 
lia  Williams. 

Mrs.  Knippers,  deputy  director 
of  the  Institute  for  Religion  and 
Democracy,  told  more  than  100 
women  at  a  seminar  for  the 
Evangelical  Coalition  for  United 
Methodist  Women  that  she  was 
disturbed  by  the  book  “Seeds  of 
Promise.” 

The  book  is  one  of  the  four 
mission  study  books  for  local 
churches  published  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches. 

'Vision' 

document 

adopted 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— The  re¬ 
cent  United  Methodist-related 
National  Convocation  on  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism  issued  a 
statement  emphasizing  the  “vi¬ 
sion  of  spreading  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  at  home  and  abroad." 

The  “Louisville  Declaration” 
affirms: 

■  “Jesus  Christ  as  the  only 
Savior  of  people  everywhere,  re¬ 
gardless  of  birth  or  religion." 

■  The  evangelization  of  the 
world  with  verbal  witness  to  non- 
Christians,  planting  churches 
where  none  exist  and  “minister¬ 
ing  in  the  name  of  Christ  to  a 
wide  range  of  human  needs.” 

■  The  evangelization  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  youths  who  are  particu¬ 
larly  vulnerable  to  substance 
abuse,  broken  homes,  sexual  im¬ 
morality  and  suicide. 

■  That  all  followers  of  Christ 
are  called  to  a  life  of  holiness . 

The  document  rejects: 

✓  Heterosexual  promiscuity  and 
homosexual  involvement  as  in¬ 
compatible  with  a  life  of  holiness. 

•f  Imposing  any  agenda  on  the 
church  that  is  a  “substitute  for  the 
central  themes  of  the  Gospel.” 

/  Continued  membership  de¬ 
cline. 

The  declaration  calls  for 
churchwide  repentance  and  a  re¬ 
newed  effort  to  train  the  member¬ 
ship  in  Bible  study  and  in  tasks  of 
mission  and  evangelizing. 

The  convocation  was  jointly 
sponsored  by  Good  News  (an  un¬ 
official  evangelical  caucus  of 
United  Methodists),  A  Founda¬ 
tion  for  Theological  Education, 
The  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  and  The  National  As¬ 
sociation  for  United  Methodist 
Evangelists.  More  than  800  peo¬ 
ple  from  38  states  attended. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


Claiming  that  the  book  “lifts 
Cuba  up  as  a  model  for  Central 
American  development,”  Mrs. 
Knippers  said  it  surprised  her  to 
read  such  a  claim  in  a  book  pub¬ 
lished  in  1990. 

“This  is  after  the  enormous 
changes  when  so  many  people 
around  the  world  have  aban¬ 
doned,  not  socialism,  but  Marx¬ 
ism-Leninism,”  she  said. 

Information  not  balanced 

Mrs.  Knippers  said  the  four 
study  books  contain  1 03  passages 
about  human-rights  abuses  on 
the  political  “right”  and  only  two 
passages  about  human-rights 
abuses  on  the  political  “left.” 

“What  is  most  disturbing,”  she 
said,  “is  that  the  books  present  a 
polarizing  look  at  the  church  in 


Central  America.” 

The  seminar  Mrs.  Knippers 
addressed  was  part  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Convocation  on  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism.  The 
gathering  was  sponsored  by 
Good  News,  an  unofficial  evan¬ 
gelical  caucus  of  United  Method¬ 
ists,  and  by  three  other,  related 
organizations. 

Mrs.  Knippers  is  a  former  edi¬ 
torial  staff  member  of  the  caucus’ 
“Good  News”  magazine. 

Mrs.  Williams,  co-chairwoman 
of  the  evangelical  women’s  net¬ 
work,  deplored  a  segment  in 
“Rising  with  the  People.”  The 
United  Methodist  mission  board 
published  that  supplement  to  the 
study  books. 

The  section  on  Costa  Rica  in¬ 
cludes  many  statements  that  are 


inaccurate  and  misleading,  Mrs. 
Williams  said. 

Mrs.  Williams,  who  spent  10 
years  as  a  missionary  to  Bolivia 
and  has  directed  1 6  mission  teams 
to  South  America,  said,  “The  new 
study  books  totally  ignore  the 
strength  of  evangelical  Christians 
across  that  continent.” 

Funds  to  be  monitored 

One  stated  objective  of  both 
Good  News  and  the  Coalition  of 
Evangelical  Women  is  to  “moni¬ 
tor"  funding  practices  and  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  that 
board’s  Women’s  Division. 

According  to  Fay  Short,  the 
other  co-chairwoman  of  the 
evangelical  women’s  network, 
the  Women’s  Division  has  be¬ 


come  too  liberal,  funding  social 
and  political  organizations  with 
activities  “on  the  opposite  side 
of  conservative  Christian  belief.” 

The  women’s  coalition  contin¬ 
ues  to  gain  interest  from  United 
Methodist  women  who  are  con¬ 
servative  in  their  beliefs,  its  lead¬ 
ers  said. 

Beginning  with  60  women  a 
year  ago,  the  coalition  now  has 
more  than  500  names  in  its  net¬ 
work,  leaders  said.  Many  names 
are  “units”  representing  groups 
of  women  Mrs.  Short  said. 

The  network  connects  women 
who  “love  the  United  Methodist 
Women’s  organization”  by  and 
large,  Mrs.  Short  said,  and  want  to 
find  ways  to  work  within  that  or¬ 
ganization  while  remaining  faith¬ 
ful  to  their  evangelical  beliefs. 


Third  major  'shift' 
foreseen  for  church 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Within 
10  years,  the  majority  of  Protes¬ 
tant  missionaries  in  the  world 
will  be  Third-World  people  sent 
by  Third-World  mission  agen¬ 
cies,  says  a  veteran  United  Meth¬ 
odist  observer  of  Christian 
missionary  efforts. 

The  Rev.  Gerald  H.  Anderson, 
director  of  the  Overseas  Minis¬ 
tries  Study  Center  in  New  Ha¬ 
ven,  Conn.,  told  the  recent 
United  Methodist-related  Na¬ 
tional  Convocation  on  World 
Mission  and  Evangelism,  “This 
may  be  the  single  most  important 
development  or  trend  in  the  mis¬ 
sionary  enterprise  at  the  turn  of 
the  century.” 

The  convocation  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  Good  News,  an  unoffi¬ 
cial  evangelical  caucus  of  United 
Methodists,  and  related  organi¬ 
zations.  The  changing  nature  of 
overseas  missions  and  the  declin¬ 
ing  number  of  United  Methodist 
overseas  missionaries  are  major 
concerns  of  those  groups. 

The  balance  of  the  church — 
geographically,  theologically  and 
racially — is  shifting  to  the  South¬ 
ern  Hemisphere,  said  Dr.  Ander¬ 
son,  former  president  of  Scarritt 
College,  once  a  mission-training 
center  in  Nashville. 

“We  are  probably  in  the  midst 
of  the  third  great  turning  point  in 
church  history,”  said  the  former 
United  Methodist  missionary  to 
the  Philippines. 

“The  first  major  turning  point 
came  during  the  first  century 
when  the  church,  having  started 
as  an  all  Jewish  community,  be¬ 
came  overwhelmingly  gentile.” 

The  second  turning  point,  he 
said,  came  with  the  shift  of  pow¬ 
er  from  the  Mediterranean  world 
to  Europe  and  the  United  States. 

Although  the  current  shift 
symbolizes  the  vitality  of  the 
churches  in  Asia,  Africa,  Latin 


America  and  Oceania,  he  said,  it 
doesn’t  mean  that  Western  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  no  longer  needed. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
now  has  about  550  missionaries, 
Dr.  Anderson  said.  According  to 
“Mission  Handbook:  North 
American  Protestant  Ministries 
Overseas,”  the  number  earlier 
this  century  topped  2,000. 

"The  primary  responsibility 
for  world  evangelization  today  is 
being  undertaken  by  Roman 
Catholics  and  evangelicals  in  the 
West,  together  with  churches  in 
the  Third  World,”  Dr.  Anderson 
said. 

“It  is  no  mere  coincidence  that 
these  also  happen  to  be  the 
churches  that  are  growing  both  in 
the  West  and  overseas.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


mL.  Em-‘ 

SePOBTFS  STAFF  PHOTO  SY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.— Julia  Williams  (left)  and  Fay  Short,  co-chalri 
of  the  unofficial  Evangelical  Coalition  for  United  Methodist 
Women,  admire  handmade  Kentucky  crafts  during  a  break  In 
the  group's  recent  meeting  (see  related  stories).  They  and  oth¬ 
er  leaders  expressed  concern  over  mission-study  materials  be¬ 
ing  used  by  United  Methodist  Women  this  summer. 


'Old  books'  given  new  life  in  mission 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

A  thank-you  letter  from  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Africa  has  encour¬ 
aged  the  Rev.  Melvin  E.  West  in 
a  quest  “to  give  new  life  to  these 
great  old  books.” 

The  “great  old  books”  the  re¬ 
tired  United  Methodist  clergy¬ 
man  has  in  mind  are  Methodist 
hymnals  replaced  by  the  new 
United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

Last  winter  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Rural  Fellowship  began  of¬ 
fering  churches  the  chance  to 
reach  out  in  mission  as  they 
bought  copies  of  the  new  United 
Methodist  Hymnal.  The  U.S. 
congregations  could  donate  their 
old  hymnals  to  United  Methodist 
congregations  overseas. 

The  Rural  Fellowship  accepts 
the  donated  hymnals  and,  as 
funds  become  available  to  pay 
the  freight,  ships  them  where 
they  are  needed,  said  Mr.  West, 
the  organization’s  field  represen¬ 
tative. 


A  thank-you  letter  like  the  one 
from  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  Rosemary  and  Ted  Town¬ 
send  shows  that  the  books  meet  a 
need. 

The  Townsends  said  they  gave 
the  first  shipment  of  hymnals 
they  received  in  Africa  from  the 
Rural  Fellowship  to  a  newly  es¬ 
tablished  United  Methodist 
church  at  Pa  Loko,  Sierra  Leone. 

The  Townsends  said  more  hym¬ 
nals  are  needed  because  they  hope 
to  give  a  hymnal  to  each  graduate 
entering  ministry  from  the  Sierra 
Leone  Theological  Hall  and 
Church  Training  Center. 

Another  batch  of  hymnals 
gathered  and  shipped  by  the  Ru¬ 
ral  Fellowship  is  being  used  by 
bilingual  United  Methodists  in  a 
ministry  on  the  U.S.-Mexico  bor¬ 
der  in  Texas,  Mr.  West  said. 

“The  people  in  the  border 
ministry  found  out  that  the  folks 
they  serve  there,  mostly  children, 
know  the  tunes  of  the  hymns  and 
sing  them  in  Spanish,”  he  said. 

“Now  they’re  using  the  hym¬ 


nals  to  learn  English  by  reading 
the  English  words  of  the  hymns 
they  know  in  Spanish.” 

Calling  the  old-hymnal  recy¬ 
cling  ministry  a  “low-key”  proj¬ 
ect,  Mr.  West  said,  “I  feel  very 
good  about  this  simple  project.  It 
is  good  stewardship  of  resources. 
It  really  helps  build  a  connection 
between  churches.” 

Also,  he  said,  “I’m  sure  those 
who  dedicated  those  old  hymnals 
to  a  loved  one  would  feel  pretty 
good  knowing  God’s  praises  are 
still  being  sung  from  those 
books!” 

Mr.  West  said  he  has  sent 
more  than  100  hymnals  to  vari¬ 
ous  places  and  has  another  100 
in  his  garage.  However,  lack  of 
money  for  postage  is  delaying 
shipment.  Each  carton  of  18 
hymnals  costs  $28  to  send  to 
some  points  overseas. 

Donations  designated  for  the 
Hymnal  Project  may  be  sent  to 
the  Rural  Fellowship,  108  Balow 
Wynd,  Columbia,  Mo.  65203. 


Intensive  Spanish-language  course  aims  to  help  mission  workers 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

If  you  were  asked  to  participate  in 
a  Hispanic  ministry,  could  you  speak 
and  understand  Spanish  well  enough 
to  communicate  the  Gospel? 

If  your  answer  is  “no,”  don’t  let 
that  stop  you. 

A  United  Methodist-related 
school  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  is  con¬ 
fronting  this  problem  with  an  inten- 


sive  Spanish  course  for  church 
members  and  mission  workers. 

“The  program  involves  50  hours 
of  classroom  instruction  over  a  10- 
day  period,”  said  Socorro  DeAnda, 
vice  president  for  development  and 
finance  at  the  Lydia  Patterson  Insti¬ 
tute.  “It  also  includes  a  daily  hour 
of  cultural  awareness  presentations 
in  the  El  Paso/Juarez  community 
and  a  weekend  tour  of  Chihuahua 
City,  Mexico.” 


This  year’s  intensive  Spanish 
course  will  be  taught  July  23-Aug.  3. 
In  1989  the  school  had  18  students 
from  all  over  the  country. 

“Our  participants  are  lay  and  cler¬ 
gy,”  Ms.  DeAnda  said,  “mainly  vol- 
unteers-in-mission  or  people  going  to 
be  missionaries.  Most  have  not  had 
much  contact  with  Hispanics.” 

Officials  of  77-year-old  Lydia 
Patterson  Institute  said  they  consid¬ 
er  the  course  a  vital  service  that  the 
school  can  offer  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  as  more  leaders  minis¬ 
ter  to  the  rapidly  growing  Hispanic, 
population. 

In  the  past  three  years,  Ms. 
DeAnda  said,  the  majority  of  partici¬ 
pants  have  been  assigned  to  Hispanic 
churches  or  are  in  mission  programs 
in  the  Hispanic  community. 

Classes  from  8  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m. 
are  strictly  “audio-lingual,"  said 
Ms.  DeAnda.  That  means  90  per¬ 
cent  of  the  class  period  consists  of 
conversational  Spanish. 

“In  fact,  students  speak  nothing 
but  Spanish  inside  and  outside  the 
class,"  she  said. 

Tutoring  is  done  by  students 
from  the  institute’s  regular  school- 
year  high  school. 

The  program’s  $799  cost  includes 
tuition,  room  and  board. 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute’s  regu¬ 
lar  curriculum  specializes  in  English 
as  a  second  language.  Last  year,  the 


institute  enrolled  350  students,  pri¬ 
marily  from  low-income  families  in 
Mexico. 

The  campus  is  in  south  El  Paso 


about  five  blocks  from  the  U.S.- 
Mexico  border. 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  El  Paso 


Advance  No.  531524-1  (Construc¬ 
tion) 

Advance  No.  531523-0  (Secondary 
School) 


EL  PASO — The  library  is  a  popular  studying  place  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Lydia  Patterson  Institute  in  El  Paso. 


DISCOVER  PEOPLE  WHO 
ARE  CHANGING  THE  WORLD 


We  invite  you  to  watch  Catch  the  Spirit  and  see  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  woridng  today  through  United  Methodists  worldwide. 

Catch  the  Spirit  is  telecast  weekly  over  these  satellite  networks  as 
well  as  a  number  of  local  cable  and  broadcast  television  oudets: 


V IS N- Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network 
(Satcom  3R,  Transponder  5) 

Tuesday,  7:30  pm  ET 
Wednesday,  2:30  pm  ET 
Thursday,  9:00  am  ET 

CTNA-Catholic  Telecommunications  Network  of 
America 

(Weststar  5,  Transponder  13) 

Monday,  1:30  pm  ET  and  locally 
scheduled  times 

To  find  whether  Catch  the  Spirit  is  available  in  your  area, 
contact  your  local  cable  system. 

For  additional  information  you  may  write: 


ACTS -American  Christian  Television  System 
(Galaxy  EG,  Transponder  7) 

Sunday,  1 1 :00  am  ET 
Thursday,  10:00  am  ET 
Friday,  1:00  pm  &  7:00  pm  ET 

A  VN- Alternate  View  Network 
(Satcom  3,  Transponder  12) 

Sunday,  7:30  am  ET 

Catch  the  Spirit 

{(the  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

P.O.  Box  320  •  Nashville,  TN  37202-0320 
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VISION  2002 
and 

VISION  2000 


Editor’s  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave ,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week’s  column  is 
written  by  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Executive  Director  of  Administration/ 
Treasurer. 

The  importance  of  Vision  2000  and  long  range  planning  is  seen  in 
the  work  of  the  Board  of  Pensions. 

The  MPP/CPP  pension  plan  was  passed  by  the  1980  General 
Conference,  and  our  Annual  Conference  began  a  twenty  year  transition 
program  to  fully  fund  our  past  liability.  We  are  now  beginning  to  real¬ 
ize  the  fruits  of  our  Vision  2002  program. 

The  ministers  who  retired  in  June  began  receiving  a  pension  for  their 
service  PRIOR  to  1982  at  the  rate  of  $255  per  service  year.  For  the 
service  AFTER  1982  they  will  average  about  $360  per  service  year. 
The  exact  amount  is  determined  by  the  ages  of  the  clergy  and  spouse. 
After  eight  and  one  half  years  in  the  new  program  over  40%  of  the 
pension  income  comes  from  compounded  interest.  Clergy  who  retired  in 
June  after  40  years  of  service  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  (clergy  and 
spouse  age  65)  will  receive  about  10%  more  per  year  because  of  the 
Vision  2002  of  the  Board  of  Pensions.  The  amount  will  be  more  for 
those  who  retire  in  later  years. 

As  the  Executive  Director  of  our  Board  of  Pensions,  I  would  like  to 
emphasize  to  all  clergy  and  local  church  treasurers  the  importance  of 
sending  the  MPP/CPP  monthly  payments  to  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  in  Evanston.  These  payments  will  determine  the  pastors' 
future  pension  for  service  beyond  1982.  If  these  payments  are  not  made 
the  pastor  will  not  receive  a  pension  for  these  years  of  service. 

The  pension  apportionment  mailed  each  month  to  the  Conference 
office  pays  only  for  service  prior  to  1982. 

Also  I  would  like  to  give  a  reminder  that  our  pension  program  is 
planned  in  connection  with  Social  Security.  It  is  VERY  important  that 
every  member  of  the  clergy  participate  in  and  pay  Social  Security. 
Future  retirement  security  depends  on  it! 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  stress  the  importance  of  Vision  2000  for 
our  churches  and  conference.  Just  as  we  are  already  seeing  the  fruits  of 
the  Vision  2002  Pension  Program,  I  believe  we  can  see  even  more  fruits 
in  the  future  from  long  range  planning  in  Evangelism,  Christian 
Education,  Stewardship  and  Missional  Concerns  as  local  churches  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Vision  2000  will  be  what  we  make  it' 


Money  to  be  Raised 
for  Africa  University 


Training  Volunteers  Vital  to  Ministry 


Raising  $1  million  for  the  Africa 
University  theological  library’s 
collection  will  be  the  goal  of  a 
special  sales  effort  by  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Between  August  15  and 
December  31,  sales  of  a  special 
edition  of  The  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  and  of  Christmas  cards  — 
the  latter  published  by  The 
Methodist  Publishing  House  in 
Great  Britain  —  will  raise  money 
for  library  resources. 

In  mid-August,  a  massive 
promotional  mailing  —  to  some 
half-million  names  —  will  go  to 
leaders  of  local  church  bodies,  to 
pastors,  and  to  leaders  at  the 
district  and  conference  levels. 

Churches  may  order  the  special 
edition  Hymnals  and  Christmas 
cards  from  their  Cokesbury 
distribution  center.  Cokesbury 
stores,  too,  will  have  the  Hymnals 
and  cards  available. 

The  AU  theological  library  is  a 
project  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  The  agency  is  in 
the  process  of  gathering  specific 
books  and  other  resources  —  about 


7,500  titles  —  for  the  library. 

As  a  result  of  the  action  of  the 
1  988  General  Conference,  the 
United  Methodist  Church  embarks 
upon  an  historic  journey  of  building 
a  university  in  Africa.  This 
university  will  train  its  pastors, 
teachers,  agriculturists  and 
scientists  who  together  will  be  able 
to  change  the  future  of  this 
continent. 

The  compelling  motivation  of  the 
African  University  is  simply  to  help 
Christians  to  train  leaders  for  their 
churches  and  societies.  In  addition, 
it  will  be  a  principal  source  of 
leadership  for  the  Annual 
Conferences  of  the  entire  United 
Methodist  Church  on  the  African 
continent,  for  it  will  open  its  doors 
to  students  from  all  denominations. 
It  is  predicted  that  this  university, 
which  is  to  be  located  on  a  site  in 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  will  have  its 
first  two  colleges  (theology  and 
education)  open  in  1991. 

The  role  of  the  local  church  is 
essential,  necessary,  and  vital  to  the 
development  of  this  university. 


SuperServe  ’90,  the  fourth  annual 
South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Volunteers  in  Mission  Rally,  will  be 
held  at  beautiful  Mount  Sequoyah 
in  Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  The  event 
takes  place  September  1-3,  Labor 
Day  Weekend. 

While  celebrating  the  1989-90 
ministry  of  volunteers  in  mission, 
SuperServe  seeks  to  train  and  equip 
future  volunteers. 

Dr.  David  Brazelton,  new 
Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Evangelism  Section  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker.  Other  speakers 
include:  Bishop  Poma  of  Bolivia; 
Rev.  Carol  Seckel,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference;  Rev.  Lloyd 
Rollins,  National  Disaster 
Response  Coordinator  for  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR);  and  Rev.  Max  Marble. 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  VIM 
Coordinator. 


Training  workshops  offered 
will  cover  various  areas:  1)  VIM 
Opportunities  in  Alaska;  2)  VIM 
Opportunities  in  Bolivia;  3)  VIM 
Opportunities  in  Haiti  and  the 
Caribbean;  4)  Organizing  VIM  in 
the  District;  5)  Organizing  a  Youth 
VIM  Team;  6)  Organizing  an 
Evangelistic  VIM  Team;  7) 
Organizing  a  Construction  VIM 
Team;  8)  Opportunities  for 
Individuals;  9)  VIM  and  Disaster 
Response;  and  10)  Recording  and 
Telling  the  Story  Back  Home. 

Booths  and  displays  will  be  set 
up  by  mission  agencies  so  that 
representatives  can  begin  to  recruit 
volunteers  for  their  mission 
ministries. 

This  extraordinary  program  is 
truly  a  grass-roots  movemept  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  It  has 
continued  to  grow  in  strength  of 
numbers  in  recent  years.  Thousands 
have  enlisted  doing  what  once  years 
ago  only  professional  “missionaries” 


Friday,  July  20  twenty-four  youth 
and  adults  from  First  UMC  in  Lake 
Charles  travelled  to  Florida  for  a 
week  of  service  at  the  Florida  UM 
Children’s  Home.  According  to 
Rev.  Tom  Derrough,  Chaplain,  the 
group  worked  on  renovating  a 
resident  cottage  each  morning  and 
directed  Vacation  Bible  School  for 
30  children  in  the  afternoon. 
Wednesday  evening,  the  group  led 
the  chapel  vespers  for  the  home. 
This  year’s  trip  was  financed 
through  fund  raisers  and 
memorials.  The  Work  Area  on 
Missions  paid  for  the  Bible  School 
literature  for  the  Children’s  Home. 
The  group  returned  July  29. 

*  *  * 

Interesting  programming  and 
extensive  publicity  in  the  New 
Orleans  newspapers  have  helped 
Rayne  Memorial’s  “Singles  on 
Sundays"  avoid  a  summer 
slowdown.  Forty-five  singles  turned 
out  to  watch  the  Fourth  of  July 
fireworks  from  the  vantage  point  of 
a  suite  on  the  48th  floor  of  the 
Sheraton  Hotel.  Fifty-five  persons 
heard  Dr.  Kim  Van  Geffen  speak 
on  “Sex  Roles  and  Relationships” 
at  the  monthly  meeting  of  “S.O.S.” 
on  July  8.  The  group  has  several 
casual  gatherings  a  month  which 
include  a  regular  Friday  night 
coffee  klatch  at  a  local  coffee  shop. 
They  recently  enjoyed  a  visit  to 
Tchoupitoulas  Plantation  on  July 
22  where  they  enjoyed  a  tour  and 
buffet.  The  “One  in  the  Spirit” 
singles  Sunday  School  class  has 
double  digit  figures  for  the  summer 
months. 

*  *  * 

A  Five  Year  Ministry  Planning 
process  led  by  Mike  and  Susan 
Adams  is  getting  underway  at  First 
UMC  in  Shreveport.  The  process 
started  with  a  brief  report  to  the 
Administrative  Board  at  its  June 
meeting.  The  report  included 
information  on  the  shape  of  the 
planning  process,  a  time  table,  and 
a  Listening  Post  Church  Night, 
slated  for  August  29.  A  Task  Force, 
consisting  of  approximately  15 
people,  is  being  asked  to  set  the 
process  in  motion. 

*  *  * 

The  Ruth  Carter  Auxiliary  of 


did.  It  is  not  a  program  of  just 
sending  money  away  to  witness,  heal, 
build  and  proclaim;  a  VIM  actually 
goes  to  the  place  of  need  and  assists 
in  providing  the  ministry  of  the 
church. 

Everyone  has  some  unique  and 
useful  talents.  Whatever  they  may 
be,  there  is  someone,  somewhere, 
who  needs  these  talents.  In  VIM, 
individuals  may  even  discover 
heretofore  unknown  skills. 

Those  involved  in  VIM  may  face 


challenging  situations  and  take 
some  risks,  but  those  who  have 
been  involved  previously  have 
commented  that  the  struggle  only 
makes  the  joy  greater  when  the  task 
is  finished. 

For  further  information  regarding 
the  Labor  Day  Weekend  event, 
contact  Max  Marble.  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  VIM  Coordinator, 
2144  Swallow  Lane,  Lewisville, 
Texas  75067,  (2 1 4)  3 1 7-3606. 


[-Persons  —  Churches  —  Events-] 


Peoples  Community  Center  in  New 
Orleans  has  been  very  busy  working 
on  various  projects  at  the  Center. 
The  nursery  has  recently  been 
renovated.  Walls  have  been 
painted,  and  new  curtains  have 
been  hung.  Following  the 
renovation,  a  dedication  ceremony 
was  held,  at  which  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Joe  W.  McClain  were  honored 
guests.  Rev.  McClain  is  the  New 
Orleans  District  Superintendent. 
The  Auxiliary  Action  Committee, 
chaired  by  Ms.  Irene  Reed,  has 
received  permission  to  work  on 
several  upcoming  projects.  The 
group's  goal  is  to  renovate  all  of  the 
classrooms.  Peoples  Community 
Center  provides  child  care  services 
for  infants  through  1 3  years  of  age. 
The  capacity  for  the  program 
currently  stands  at  100  children.  In 
addition,  services  are  provided  in 
Therapeutic  Ministry,  Latch  Key, 
Tutoring,  and  Summer  Camp. 

*  *  * 

It  was  a  great  day  for  the  members 
of  First  UMC,  Independence,  as 
they  gathered  to  mark  the  35th 
anniversary  of  the  church.  Rev. 
Paul  Carroll,  founding  pastor, 
recounted  stories  from  the  earlier 
days  and  remarked  that  the  church 
has  been  built  on  "faith  and  fried 
fish.”  He  was  referring  to  the  fundrais¬ 
ers  which  were  held  to  finance  con¬ 
struction.  Accompanying  Rev.  Carroll 
was  his  wife,  Una  and  three  or  their 
grandchildren  from  Florida.  Also 
present  was  Rev.  James  Hodges  and 
his  wife,  Nevylon.  Rev.  Hodges  was 
the  church’s  second  pastor.  The 
Hodges  now  reside  in  Mississippi. 
It  was  a  special  time  for  looking 
back  and  looking  forward  to  the 
future.  Rev.  Ken  Irby  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  UMM  of  Mangum  UMC  in 
Shreveport  had  the  opportunity  to 
hear  Ms.  Jan  Elkins  speak  at  its 
meeting  on  July  16.  Ms.  Elkins  is 
the  health  reporter  for  KTBS-TV  in 
Shreveport.  A  covered  dish  supper 
for  also  held. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Director  of 
Administration/Finance  for  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  and 
Trustee  of  Mount  Sequoyah, 


Sharing  Year-Round  Ideas . . . 

Valuable  Volunteers 

Our  congregation’s  success  is  in  the  area  of  volunteer  ministries. 
This,  in  fact,  is  now  a  work  area  of  our  council  on  ministries. 

Twice  a  year  we  distribute  a  talent  survey  as  part  of  our  every- 
member  financial  commitment  program.  The  form  suggests  areas 
where  volunteer  assistance  is  needed.  More  than  30  volunteers 
perform  a  variety  of  duties:  folding  newsletters,  painting  the 
educational  wing,  landscaping  and  helping  with  janitorial  tasks. 

At  year-end  we  celebrate  our  volunteers’  contributions  of  time  and 
talents.  A  special  worship  service  is  highlighted  by  a  “Volunteer  of 
the  Year”  award. 

—  Barnes  UMC,  Indianapolis 


recently  handed  Robert  E.  Young, 
Mount  Sequoyah  Administrator,  a 
check  in  the  amount  of  $8,930  to 
pay  the  Mount  Sequoyah  total 
apportionment  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  Each  Annual  Conference 
is  responsible  for  an  apportionment 
and  disrict  superintendents  within  the 
Conference  receive  contributions 
conference  receive  contributions 
and  then  remit  them  to  the  finance 
office.  The  check  was  presented 
during  the  Trustees'  and  Bishops’ 
Breakfast  during  Bishop’s  Week. 

*  *  * 

Louisiana  Bayou  State  Chapter 
#15  of  the  National  Camping 
Methodist  camp-out  was  held 
recently  at  Stuckey’s  Campground 
in  Ruston.  Devotions  were  given, 
and  the  group  enjoyed  visiting  old 
homes  and  a  peach  orchard  in  the 
Ruston  area.  A  $50  donation  was 
made  to  the  Uskichitto  Retreat 
Center  for  the  improvement  of  R.V. 


parking.  Officers  were  elected  at  the 
business  meeting.  July  12-15,  the 
group  attended  the  National  Rally 
in  Florida.  Currently,  the  group's 
membership  includes  43  families. 


Doyline  UMC  is  very  proud  of  its 
youth.  These  special  individuals  are 
leaders  in  high  school,  the 
community,  and  award  winners  in 
numerous  parish  and  state  events. 
Christopher  Lee  Bell,  son  of  Andrea 
and  Herb  Bell,  has  recently  been 
selected  as  the  only  Astronomy 
Delegate  from  the  state  of 
Louisiana  and  one  of  only  six  in  the 
southern  United  States  to  be  a 
Science  Ambassador  to  the  Soviet 
Union.  Christopher,  who  will  be  a 
senior  at  Haughton  High  School  in 
the  fall,  is  a  very  distinguished 
young  man  who  exemplifies 
excellence.  Rev.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 
is  pastor. 


GOLDEN  TRI- 
ZYDECO  FESTIVAL 

Holds  Its  First  Zydeco  Festival 
1  1 :00  a.m.  Until  8:00  p.m. 

In  The  City  Of  Lake  Arthur, 

The  Sunday  Before  Labor  Day, 

Featuring  Zydeco  Musicians,  Regional  Cuisine 
And  Arts  And  Crafts 

THIS  NON-PROFIT  EVENT  IS  SPONSORED 
BY 

GOLDEN  TRI-FESTIVAL  FOUNDATION, 

SEPTEMBER  2, 1990 

FOR  MORE  INFORMA  TION  CALL: 

Festival  Director:  (318)  942-8640 
Festival  Office:  (318)  942-8640 
Tickets  Office:  (318)  942-8640 
Lake  Arthur  City  Hall:  (3 1 8)  774-221 
Rev.  Ronald  Paillet:  Mallalieu-Trinity  UMC 
ADDRESS: 

TICKETS,  BOOTHS,  INFORMATION; 

508  E.  LAURENT,  ST. 

OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 


Financial  Aid  Allows  Opportunity  for  College  Expenses 


College  expenses  are  at  an  all- 
time  high,  but  there  is  money 
available  to  offset  those  costs  if  you 
are  willing  to  do  some  work. 

That’s  the  advice  from  Mary  Sue 
Rix,  director  of  financial  aid  at 
Centenary  College,  where  over  $2 
million  in  aid  is  awarded  each  year. 

What  is  financial  aid? 

Financial  aid  is  money  which  is 
used  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  attending 
college:  tuition,  fees,  books,  food, 
housing,  and  even  transportation. 
Financial  aid  is  available  from  the 
United  States  government,  state 
governments,  most  colleges  and 
universities,  private  financial 


institutions,  churches,  and  other 
private  sources. 

There  are  several  kinds  of 
financial  aid: 

+  GRANTS  are  awarded  on  the 
basis  of  need  —  the  difference 
between  what  it  costs  to  attend 
college  and  what  it  is  determined 
your  family  can  pay.  Grants  do  not 
have  to  be  repaid. 

+  SCHOLARSHIPS  are  based 
on  need  or  on  merit  —  academic  or 
athletic  achievement.  Scholarships 
do  not  have  to  be  repaid. 

+  LOANS  are  supplied  by  a 
bank  or  other  lending  institution  at 
a  lower  interest  rate  than 


commercial  loans.  These  must  be 
repaid,  generally  after  graduation. 

+  WORK  involves  earning 
money  as  payment  for  a  job,  usually 
one  arranged  by  the  college. 

“Your  need  for  financial  aid  is 
based  on  your  family’s  income, 
assets  and  liabilities,  the  size  of  the 
family,  and  the  number  of  students 
in  college,  as  well  as  the  cost  of 
attendance  at  the  institution,” 
explained  Ms.  Rix.  You  don’t  have 
to  be  in  the  lowest  income  bracket 
to  qualify,  but  you  must 
demonstrate  that  you  need  aid. 

How  do  you  apply  for  financial 
aid? 


First,  contact  the  college(s)  that 
you  are  interested  in  attending,  and 
do  it  as  soon  as  possible.  Admissions 
and  financial  aid  administrators  will 
be  able  to  give  you  information  and 
deadlines  about  financial  aid  at  their 
institutions. 

“Be  aware  of  deadlines,"  Ms.  Rix 
advises.  “Ask  the  schools  when  the 
paperwork  is  due,  and  get  it  in  on 
time.  Failure  to  meet  deadlines 
could  result  in  a  loss  of  financial  aid 
for  which  you  might  be  eligible.” 

Obtain  a  Financial  Aid  Form 
(FAF),  or  Family  Financial 
Statement  (FFS)  or  a  Federal  Form 
from  your  high  school  counselors 


office.  Available  after  mid- 
November,  one  of  these  forms  must 
be  submitted  to  be  eligible  for 
financial  aid. 

"Don't  discount  any  college 
because  of  cost,”  Ms.  Rix  said.  “In 
many  cases  at  Centenary,  we  have 
worked  out  financial  aid  packages 
that  have  made  it  possible  for 
students  to  attend  Centenary,  a 
private  college,  for  less  than  it 
would  cost  them  to  go  to  a  state 
school.” 

Once  the  student  has  submitted 
the  requested  paperwork  to  the 
financial  aid  office  and  has  been 
admitted  to  the  college,  a  financial 


aid  package  will  be  mailed  to  the 
student.  Financial  aid  packages  are 
usually  awarded  in  the  spring 
between  April  15  and  May  1.  An 
award  letter  will  detail  all  the  types 
of  aid  which  have  been  made 
available.  A  deadline,  usually  two  to 
three  weeks,  will  be  given  for 
returning  the  acceptance  letter. 

If  you  want  to  go  to  college,  don’t 
let  the  cost  stop  you.  There  is 
money  available,  but  you  must 
work  for  it. 

For  more  information  on 
financial  aid  at  Centenary  College, 
please  contact  Ms.  Rix,  318/869- 
5137. 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial; 


A  prophetic  question  about  sin 


Two  recent  incidents — a  campus 
survey  and  the  death  of  a  pioneer¬ 
ing  psychiatrist — re-pose  a  probing 
question  about  contemporary  moral 
standards. 

The  survey  involved  U.S.  Naval 
Academy  midshipmen.  According 
to  the  “Washington  Post,”  it  found 
that  90  percent  believe  “something 
is  wrong  only  if  you  get  caught.” 

The  death  was  that  of  Dr.  Karl 
Menninger.  “Newsweek"  magazine 
described  Dr.  Menninger,  who  es¬ 
tablished  the  first  U.S.  treatment 
center  for  mental  illness,  as  the  “fa¬ 
ther  of  American  psychiatry.” 

Other  observers,  however,  have 
wisely  noted  that  Dr.  Menninger  may 
be  best  remembered  for  his  1973 
book,  "Whatever  Became  of  Sin?” 

Judging  by  the  results  of  the  Na¬ 
val  Academy  survey.  Dr.  Menning- 
er's  question  remains  timely  and 
distressingly  prophetic. 

The  “it's  wrong  only  if  you’re 
caught"  mindset  not  only  denies  the 
reality  of  sin.  It  denies  at  a  deeper 
level  the  reality  of  any  rules  for  hu¬ 
man  conduct  given  to  us  by  God. 

It's  alarming  that  such  a  mindset 
prevails  among  many  who  are  prepar¬ 
ing  to  lead  our  nation's  military.  Yet 
even  a  superficial  review  of  the  broader 
moral  landscape  suggests  that  it’s 
widely  shared  throughout  our  society. 

Consider: 

■  The  generally  unrepentant  per¬ 
petrators  of  the  massive  savings  and 
loan  scandal  that  is  costing  taxpay¬ 
ers  untold  billions  of  dollars. 

■  A  convicted  and  sentenced 
baseball  hero,  Pete  Rose,  whose  pri¬ 


mary  expression  of  remorse  for  in¬ 
come  tax  evasion  was  a  self-pitying 
“1  lost  my  self-respect.” 

■  The  lack  of  contrition  by  con¬ 
victed  stock  market  inside  traders 
whose  greed  resulted  in  innocent 
people  losing  their  investments. 

■  A  description  of  his  actions  by 
a  New  York  gang  member  on  trial 
for  rape  and  brutal  violence  against 
a  female  jogger:  “It  was  fun.” 

Absent  from  all  of  these  and 
countless  similar  episodes  is  any 
straightforward  admission  of 
wrongdoing  or  acknowledgment 
that  moral  laws  were  broken. 

As  Christians,  we  are  called  to  be 
the  "leaven  in  the  lump”  whose  wit¬ 
ness  enhances  society's  awareness  of, 
and  readiness  to  heed,  God's  laws. 

Biblical  and  secular  history  show 
that  societies  lacking  such  aware¬ 
ness  and  readiness — that  is,  a  sense 
of  sin — inevitably  self-destruct. 

Faced  with  overwhelming  evi¬ 
dence  that  a  sense  of  sin  is  lacking 
in  our  society  regarding  such  things 
as  killing,  cheating,  stealing  and  as¬ 
saulting  we  should  ask  ourselves 
these  basic  questions: 

/  Are  we  teaching  ourselves  and 
our  children  the  moral  ABCs:  “You 
shall  not  lie,  kill,  steal,  etc.”? 

✓  Do  we  forthrightly  call  our¬ 
selves  and  others  to  account  when 
we  observe  obvious  wrongdoing? 

/  Do  we  point  out,  and  do  we 
really  believe,  that  breaking  God’s  law 
has  consequences — physical,  emo¬ 
tional  and  spiritual — whether  or  not 
one  is  caught:  “You  reap  whatever 
you  sow”  (Galatians  6:7)? 


What  do  you  think? 


Letters  to  the  Fitit^r 

General  Conference  process  serves  us  well 


With  interest  and  appreciation 
I  read  the  July  13  article  on  dif¬ 
ferences  between  1988  General 
Conference  delegates  and  non¬ 
delegates  concerning  major  poli¬ 
cy  decisions. 

I’m  grateful  to  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  for  con¬ 
ducting  the  survey.  However,  I 
am  less  enthusiastic  over  the  in¬ 
terpretation  of  and  comments 
about  the  results. 

I  have  never  been  a  delegate  to 
General  Conference,  but  I  have 
participated  in  the  past  two  as  an 
interested  observer.  What  I  have 
seen  isn’t  so  much  a  body  of  “lib¬ 
eral”  delegates  as  a  group  of 
committed  Christians  trying  to 
understand  all  sides  of  an  issue, 
discern  God’s  will  in  tough  con¬ 
cerns,  and  discover  ways  to  offer 
up  and  live  with  compromise. 

1  believe  much  of  the  differ¬ 
ences  between  delegates  and  non¬ 
delegates,  which  really  isn’t  as 
extreme  as  indicated  by  the  arti¬ 
cle,  is  the  result  of  an  excellent 
democratic  process.  We  elect  the 
brightest  and  best  within  our 
conferences  to  study  in  detail  all 
the  issues  on  our  behalf. 

And  what  happens  in  commit¬ 
tee  and  on  the  floor  of  conference 
is  often  “not  quite  what  we  had 
hoped  for  but  far  better  than  we 
had  feared.” 

The  article,  I  believe,  does  pre¬ 
cisely  what  too  many  of  us  do 
when  we  disagree  with  some  deci¬ 


sion.  We  forget  that  in  a  democra¬ 
cy  compromises  are  made  and 
God’s  spirit  sometimes  moves  in 
ways  other  than  our  own  choosing. 
Bob  Younts 
Duncan,  Oklahoma 

Poll  confirms  obvious 

The  survey  by  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  confirms 
what  has  been  obvious  for  years. 
Those  who  most  actively  seek 
leadership  positions  tend  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  liberal  element  in  the 
church  (see  UMR,  July  13). 

Most  surprising  was  the  indi¬ 
cation  by  all  groups  that  their  lo¬ 
cal  church  had  increased  in 
membership  during  the  past  five 
years.  In  face  of  the  church’s 
membership  decline  during  this 
period,  the  answers  were  skewed 
by  local  church  pride  or  the  sur¬ 
vey  selection  process  is  suspect. 

Philip  K.  Shriver 
Foster,  Oregon 

Is  new  bishop  needed? 

I  found  two  items  in  the  July 
20  issue  to  be  very  interesting. 

The  first  was  the  report  of  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  Confer¬ 
ence  creating  a  new  episcopal  area, 
thus  giving  that  region  another 
“slot”  for  a  bishop.  The  second 
item  was  the  fine  graphic  with 
supporting  numbers  indicating  the 
membership  of  each  conference 
and  showing  the  gains  and  losses. 


As  I  read  these  articles,  I  felt 
there  was  a  connection  between 
the  two  as  I  noted  that  the  North¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  had  a  mem¬ 
bership  loss  of  17,998,  or  26.7 
percent  of  the  entire  church  loss. 
This  loss  is  larger  than  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Annual  Conference. 

1  fail  to  see  the  need  for  the  ad¬ 
dition  of  another  episcopal  area 
in  the  Northeast,  except  that  the 
church  must  need  more  leader¬ 
ship  to  lead  the  decline. 

Then  when  1  read  that  the  Rev. 
Clifford  Drake  said,  “No  annual 
conference  will  feel  it  (the  cost  of 
a  new  episcopal  area)  very  much, 
and  no  local  church  will  feel  it  at 
all,”  I  was  more  puzzled. 

As  a  treasurer  of  our  local 
church,  I  know  there  is  a  line 
item  for  the  Episcopal  Fund  in 
our  present  conference  asking  of 
$688.  It  isn’t  a  lot  of  money,  but 
it  does  cost  us  something. 

Maybe  the  Northeast  has  dis¬ 
covered  another  way  to  support 
the  episcopacy. 

George  L.  Berry 
Leland,  Massachusetts 

Supreme  task  ignored 

John  Wesley  must  be  turning 
over  in  his  grave. 

I’m  writing  in  reference  to  the 
two  articles  in  the  July  20  issue 
reporting  on  items  of  major  con¬ 
cern  at  the  various  annual  con¬ 


ferences  held  this  year 
throughout  the  connection:  ecol¬ 
ogy,  drug  abuse,  the  rising  costs 
of  health  care,  abortion,  AIDS, 
loss  of  church  membership  and 
homosexuality. 

Well,  now,  all  these  items  are 
certainly  of  critical  importance; 
and  all  areas  of  civilization  are 
justly  concerned  with  them. 

But,  whatever  happened  to  the 
one  supreme  task  assigned  the 
church?  Whatever  happened  to 
the  Great  Commission? 

It  is  a  worthwhile  effort  for 
people  to  seek  to  heal  the  sick  ar¬ 
eas  of  personal  and  social  life. 
Good  Christians  will  become  in¬ 
formed  and  will  never  oppose 
these  good  causes. 

However,  we  must  never  forget 
that  our  supreme  task,  the  very 
reason  for  the  existence  of  the 
church,  is  to  go  into  all  the  world 
bringing  to  a  despairing  and  con¬ 
fused  humanity  the  Good  News 
message  and  ministry  of  Christ 
Jesus,  our  Savior  Lord.  As  our  old 
beloved  hymn  says,  we  do  have  a 
story  that  we  must  tell  of  Jesus. 

When  conference  time  rolls 
around  again,  why  can’t  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  proclaiming  the  Gospel  of 
the  Christ  once  again  come  front 
and  center  and  become  and  be 
the  one  item  of  supreme  concern? 

'Leroy  Dickerson 
Jennings,  Louisiana 


Church  efforts  to  deal  with  secular  values  get  mixed  reviews 


The  Reporter  recently  invited 
readers  to  comment  on  how  well 
they  think  their  congregations  are 
doing  to  help  people  struggle  with 
conflicts  between  their  Christian 
commitment  and  secular  values. 

Here  is  a  sampling  of  responses: 

Alice  M.  Hughes.  Aurora,  Colo.: 

No,  I  don’t  think  my  church  is  do¬ 
ing  a  good  job  sorting  out  values. 
For  one  thing  we  are  supposed  to 
accept  all  viewpoints  as  equally  val¬ 
id.  I  must  decide  for  myself  for  ex¬ 
ample: 

1)  war. 

2)  buying  lottery  tickets,  etc. 

3)  use  of  time. 

4)  “work”  to  get  on  the  inside  im¬ 
portant  cliques  in  the  church. 

We  are  concerned  about  public 
education,  but  Christian  education 
is  miserable. 

Gardner  H.  Green  Sr.,  Jack¬ 


sonville,  Fla.:  My  wife  and  I  are 
longtime  church  members,  since 
our  marriage  more  than  50  years 
ago.  The  church  nourishes  and  sus¬ 
tains  the  most  important  thing  in 
our  lives,  our  faith! 

Our  answer  to  whether  it  meets 
our  needs  is  to  say:  If  people  partici¬ 
pate.  it  will.  It  isn’t  the  church  that 
fails;  it’s  the  lack  of  regular  partici¬ 
pation. 

Most  people  are  babes  in  their 
faith.  To  have  a  strong  faith  one 
must  work  at  it.  The  church  offers 
the  best  place  to  do  that. 

Marion  Porter,  Houston:  People 
need  to  know  Jesus  in  a  more  posi¬ 
tive  way — not  an  invisible  super 
power,  but  as  counselor,  companion 
and  friend  who  is  one  of  us,  who  is 
the  Son  of  God,  who  knows  us  and 
will  help  us — through  conversation 
and  group  discussion  with  each  oth¬ 
er  and  the  pastor  to  find  expansion 


.  .  .  struggling  with  conflicts  between  Christian  commitment  and 
secular  values. 


and  application  of  God’s  words  to 
our  daily  lives. 

The  pastor,  in  effect,  becomes  the 
personification  of  Jesus  Christ  to 
the  congregation,  so  the  connection 
to  be  made  is  what  does  this  sermon 


mean  to  me  as  an  individual  and 
how  do  I  apply  it  to  my  daily  life? 

When  people  commune  with  peo¬ 
ple  and  with  Jesus  Christ  among  us, 
we  find  challenge  and  infinite  capa¬ 
bilities  in  discovering  our  likes  and 


Faithfully  yours= 


dislikes  and  we  are  told  to  work 
them  out.  The  chief  word  is  com¬ 
munication,  not  isolation. 

Hubert  C.  Pulley,  Smyrna,  Tenn.: 

We  set  aside  a  weekly  time  to  con¬ 
vene  to'  share  -experiences  of  and 
progress  on  our  faith  journeys,  what 
we  believe  about  the  nature' of  God 
and  why  we  believe  it — a  time  when 
the  focus  is  not  on  purely  secondary 
matters  such  as  numbers,  quotas, 
bricks  and  mortar,  and  dollars  but 
strictly  on  the  powerful  presence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  our  lives. 

We  strongly  believe  that  what  is 
witnessed  and  experienced  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning — lively,  emotionally, 
spiritually  charged  encounters  with 
God  and  with  each  other — must  be 
the  basis  upon  which  we  make  deci¬ 
sions  and  judgments  and  set  priori¬ 
ties  and  values  during  the  week  and 
for  our  overall  lives. 

What  we  hear,  see,  feel,  learn  and 
experience  on  Sunday  must  dictate 

What  others= 


New  perspective  on  birth  plans  comes  as  gift  =  =are  saying 

>s  A  '  “Our  faith  is  rooted  not  in  ab 


how  we  manage  our  lives.  If  our 
worship  service  fails  to  achieve  such 
a  goal  for  its  members,  we  merely 
“go  through  the  motions,”  with  no 
real  meaning,  significance,  nor  rele¬ 
vance. 

Esther  Coleman,  Irving,  Texas:  I 

strongly  commend  my  congregation 
and  leaders  for  being  very  sensitive 
to  the  needs  of  the  community. 
Northgate  UMC  continues  to  inte¬ 
grate  Christians’  values  with  every¬ 
day  life.  I’m  convinced  that  if  the 
church  is  to  continue  to  grow,  we 
Christians  must  become  better  lis¬ 
teners  and  doers. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  the  wife  does  not  rule  over 
her  own  body,  but  the  husband 
does;  likewise  the  husband  does  not 
rule  over  his  own  body,  but  the  wife 
does.”  (RSV) 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


Only  days  away  from  the  calculat¬ 
ed  date  for  the  birth  of  our  second 
child,  I  had  my 
plans  all  made. 

My  obstetrician 
was  paid  in  full.  I 
had  made  a  depos¬ 
it  at  our  local 
United  Methodist 
hospital.  A  close 
friend  would  keep  Denise  Stovall 
our  6-year-old  son  when  I  went  to 
the  hospital. 

With  all  this  advance  planning,  I 
was  ready  for  the  new  baby. 

Or  so  I  thought. 

On  the  evening  of  July  14,  I  was 
home  with  our  son,  Leonard.  My 
husband,  Charles,  was  at  church 
preparing  the  Sunday  service. 

I  began  to  have  labor  pains  so  in¬ 
tense  that  Leonard  had  to  call  the 
police  for  an  ambulance. 

Minutes  later,  I  was  at  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  medical  center  I  had  not 


planned  to  use,  under  the  care  of 
unfamiliar  doctors,  and  with  no  one 
available  to  keep  Leonard — and 
soon  with  a  new  baby  girl,  Deanna 
Renee. 

Although  the  problems  seemed  to 
work  out  as  the  night  progressed,  I 
still  felt  that  all  my  plans  had  failed. 

The  following  day,  my  depression 
increased.  Most  of  the  people  I 
knew  would  be  at  church  during  the 
day,  and  probably  would  not  have 
time  to  visit  me  in  the  hospital. 

“Here  I  am  in  this  strange  hospi¬ 
tal  on  a  Sunday,”  I  said  to  myself. 
“With  the  exception  of  my  hus¬ 
band,  I  probably  won’t  even  be  vis¬ 
ited  by  anyone.” 

A  few  hours  later,  I  was  watching 
television  in  my  room,  when  a 
woman  knocked  at  the  door. 

She  introduced  herself  as  the  co¬ 
pastor  of  a  nearby  Assemblies  of 
God  congregation. 

She  is  half  of  a  pastoral  team  that 


we  United  Methodists  call  a  “clergy 
couple."  The  husband  visits  most  of 
the  church's  sick  and  shut-ins.  And 
the  wife  visits  "the  unchurched  in 
the  community  hospital.” 

“Every  Sunday  I  bring  a  floral  ar¬ 
rangement  to  each  of  the  new  moth¬ 
ers  in  the  maternity  ward,  and  a 
Bible  tract  on  how  to  be  a  successful 
mother,”  my  visitor  said. 

“Many  of  the  women  are  not  con¬ 
nected  to  a  church,  so  I  pray  for 
them  and  their  babies.  I  do  this  to 
show  them  that  God  loves  them, 
and  that  the  church  really  cares.” 

When  she  left  my  room,  I  read 
the  pamphlet.  It  seemed  as  if  it  had 
been  written  just  for  me. 

It  said:  “Once  you  have  been 
born  into  the  family  of  God  through 
Jesus  Christ,  you  can  call  upon  God 
as  your  Father  for  help  to  meet  your 
every  problem  and  need.” 

That  paragraph  helped  me  see  my 
experience  from  another  perspec¬ 


tive:  Planning  is  good,  but  we 
shouldn’t  forget  another  unfailing 
Source  of  help. 

That’s  the  key  to  success  in  “the 
fine  art  of  mothering” — and  in 
most  of  life’s  endeavors. 

—DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 
Ms.  Stovall  is  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


Our  faith  is  rooted  not  in  ab¬ 
stract  theological  discourses,  but  in 
stories. ...  It  is,  I  am  convinced,  the 
stories  that  empower  us.  They  tell 
us  who  we  are  as  God’s  people,  and 
we  are  not  just  defined  and  identi¬ 
fied  by  our  cultural,  our  ethnic,  or 
our  national  or  our  family  stories. 
We  have  a  faith  story  as  well.” 

— The  Rev.  Bruce  C.  Birch,  profes¬ 
sor,  Wesley  Theological  Seminary. 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  Timothy  6:17) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  6 

Monday:  Psalms  143:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  143:7-12 
Wednesday:  Exodus  12:1-14 
Thursday:  Exodus  12:33-51 
Friday:  Matthew  14:1-12 
Saturday:  Matthew  14:13-21 
Sunday:  Romans  8:31-39 
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The  Academy  for 

Spiritual  Formation 

Camp  Sumatanga,  Alabama 
Beginning  October  1-6,  1990 


The  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Formation  Is 

...  for  lay  and  clergy  per¬ 
sons  who  hunger  for 
spiritual  experiences. 

...  a  rhythm  of  study  and 
prayer;  rest  and  exercise; 
solitude  and  relationship. 
...  a  rediscovering  of  our 
rich  spiritual  heritage 
through  worship,  learning, 
and  fellowship. 

...  a  time  and  space  to 
discern  direction,  make 
covenants,  and  practice 
commitments. 
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Call  today,  don’t  delay! 

August  is  the  final  month  to  register. 
Danny  Morris,  Executive  Director  (615)  340-7232 


Academy  # 6  is  two  years  in  length.  Participants  meet 
in  residence  for  5  days  each  calendar  quarter.  A 
typical  schedule  for  each  residence  period  will  include 
two  prayer  services  each  day,  Eucharistic  celebrations, 
silence,  covenant  group  meetings,  morning  and  after¬ 
noon  curriculum  sessions,  and  spiritual  reading.  A 
typical  schedule  between  residence  periods  includes 
journaling,  physical  fitness  program,  reading  assigned 
texts,  and  a  project  for  ministry  in  spiritual  formation. 

_ Sponsored  by  The  Upper  Room _ 
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AD  WARNINGS  BACKED:  Pro¬ 
posed  federal  legislation  that  would  require  all 
alcohol  advertising  to  carry  health  and  safety 
warnings  has  top-level  United  Methodist  sup¬ 
port.  The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  chief 
executive  of  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  told  the  House  Energy  and 
Commerce  Committee,  “We  support  the  elimi¬ 
nation  of  beer  commercials  from  television 
screens  and  broadcast  airwaves  and  removal  of 
liquor,  beer  and  wine  advertisements  from 
newspapers  and  magazines.” 

INVESTMENTS  RISE:  Investments 
underwriting  retirement  benefits  for  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  clergy  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies  continue  to  record  strong  gains,  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  General  Board  of  Pensions  learned 
recently.  Funds  managed  by  the  board  had  a 
market  value  May  31  of  $3.9  billion,  a  15  per¬ 
cent  increase  in  the  past  12  months.  A  decade 
ago  the  portfolio  had  a  market  value  of  less  than 
$  1  billion. 

GROUPS  WARY  OF  JUDGE:  a 

variety  of  religious  organizations  spanning  the 
political  landscape  expressed  wariness  about 
Judge  David  H.  Souter’s  nomination  to  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court.  President  Bush  named  Mr. 
Souter,  50,  to  replace  Justice  William  Brennan, 
a  staunch  proponent  of  religious  freedom  and 
separation  of  church  and  state.  Mr.  Souter  is 
characterized  as  scholarly,  living  alone  in  a 
book-filled  New  Hampshire  home  and  strongly 
tied  to  a  local  Episcopal  church.  He  reportedly 
walks  an  elderly  woman  home  from  church  ser¬ 
vices  each  week. 

BAPTIST  SPLIT  'DIFFICULT': 

A  former  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  recently  speculated  that  a  split  in 
the  nation’s  largest  Protestant  denomination 
would  be  “difficult,  if  not  impossible,”  to 
achieve.  However,  the  Rev.  H.  Franklin  Pas¬ 
chal!  warned  the  controlling  conservatives  in 
the  14.9-million-member  convention  that  a 
path  of  total  domination  would  destroy  the  de¬ 
nomination  “as  we  have  known  it.”  He  suggest¬ 
ed  that  Southern  Baptists  have  more  in 
common  than  they  have  differences  and  urged 
.  all  to  work  together  for  unity. 

BAPTISTS  MEET  KENYAN:  Kenyan 

President  Daniel  arap  Moi  has  had  his  problems 
with  the  Anglican  Church  in  his  country  this  year, 
but  he  warmly  welcomed  two  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  leaders  from  the  United  States.  The 
Rev.  Morris  Chapman,  president  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  and  the  Rev.  James  T.  Draper  Jr.,  a  former 
president,  met  with  Mr.  Moi  for  30  minutes  re¬ 
cently  in  Nairobi.  The  Americans  were  in  Kenya 
to  participate  in  a  series  of  evangelistic  rallies  held 
by  Southern  Baptist  volunteers. 

WEAK  WITNESS  ADMITTED: 

The  Christian  Peace  Conference,  an  organiza¬ 
tion  based  in  Prague,  Czechoslovakia,  has  ad- 
;■  mitted  to  not  doing  enough  to  protect  the  rights 
of  individuals  in  socialist  countries.  The  peace 
conference  had  been  heavily  criticized  for  sup¬ 
porting  the  Soviet  invasions  of  Czechoslovakia 
and  Afghanistan.  The  conference  statement  fol¬ 
lowed  a  similar  “confession”  from  the  Geneva, 
Switzerland-based  World  Council  of  Churches 
regarding  Romania.  The  conference  admission 
appears  to  be  part  of  a  growing  acknowledg¬ 
ment  by  church  organizations  that  their  Chris- 
tian  witness  in  Eastern  Europe  during 
communist  domination  wasn’t  forceful  enough. 


Shade  Gap  Church  gains  a  place  in  the  sun 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

A  rural  Pennsylvania  town 
with  the  picturesque  name  of 
Shade  Gap  has  only  about  500 
residents,  but  it’s  about  to  have 
its  special  “place  in  the  sun”  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
war  on  drugs — and  more. 

Recent  anti-drug  efforts  led  by 
United  Methodists  have  earned 
the  131-member  St.  Luke’s  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  of  Shade 
Gap  a  designation  as  an  official 
“saving  station,”  just  like  the 
five  congregations  in  the  summer 
demonstration  project  in  and 
around  Washington  (see  UMR, 
July  13). 

It  is  the  first  site  so  designated 
outside  the  Washington  area. 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  on  spe¬ 
cial  assignment  to  lead  the  Bish¬ 
ops’  Initiative  Against  Drugs  and 
Violence  and  whose  Harrisburg 
Area  includes  Shade  Gap,  will 
cut  short  his  vacation  to  present 
St.  Luke’s  UMC  with  a  “saving 
station”  sign  Aug.  3. 

He  will  be  accompanied  by 
Bishop  D.  Frederick  Wertz,  who  is 
supervising  the  Harrisburg  Area  in 
Bishop  May’s  absence. 

Governor  to  visit,  too 

The  “saving  station"  presenta¬ 
tion  will  coincide  with  a  visit  to 
Shade  Gap  by  Pennsylvania 
Gov.  Robert  Casey. 

Mr.  Casey  will  present  the 
Shade  Gap  program  with  a 
$1,300  matching  state  grant  to 
fund  the  community-wide  anti¬ 
drug  campaign. 

St.  Luke’s  UMC  is  part  of  the 
three-point  Shade  Valley  charge 
served  by  the  Rev.  Bradley  C. 


Knepp. 

Mr.  Knepp,  27,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  he  was  inspired  by  Bishop 
May’s  sermon  on  the  proposed 
anti-drug  campaign  during  the 
1989  Central  Pennsylvania  An¬ 
nual  Conference  session  at  which 
he  was  ordained  an  elder. 

He  said  the  congregation  de¬ 
cided  in  February  that  drug  and 
alcohol  abuse  was  Shade  Gap’s 
worst  problem.  St.  Luke’s  mem¬ 
bers  then  invited  community 
leaders — including  those  from 
other  churches — to  form  the 
Shade  Gap  Drug  Task  Force  in 
response  to  the  need. 

Emerson  Moran,  Gov.  Casey’s 
special  assistant,  said  that  Shade 
Gap’s  anti-drug  program  his  gar¬ 
nered  widespread  interest  be¬ 
cause  it  demonstrates  how  even  a 
small  town  can  resist  drug  and  al¬ 
cohol  abuse  with  creativity  and 
community  involvement. 

Mr.  Moran  said  the  Shade  Gap 
program  focuses  on  alcohol 
abuse  by  minors,  the  biggest  drug 
problem  in  rural  Pennsylvania. 

"They’ve  had  five  youngsters 
die  in  alcohol-related  deaths,” 
Mr.  Moran  said.  “For  a  town 
that  size,  that’s  a  lot.” 

Mr.  Moran  noted  that  the  high 
level  of  community  involvement 
was  shown  by  the  attendance  at  a 
recent  forum  on  alcohol  and  drugs. 

'Like  getting  60,000' 

“They  drew  60  people,”  he  said. 
“That  would  be  like  getting  60,000 
attendance  in  a  city  of  500,000.” 

Mr.  Moran  said  Shade  Gap’s 
program  includes  treatment,  pre¬ 
vention  and  education. 

Outpatient  addiction  counsel¬ 
ing  is  housed  in  donated  space  at 
the  United  Methodist  building. 


The  citizens’  task  force  led  by 
the  United  Methodists  went 
house-to-house  asking  people  to 
sign  an  anti-drug  pledge.  Out  of 
140  houses  visited,  signatures 
were  gained  from  all  but  three. 

Signers  pledge  that  they  will 
not  abuse  alcohol,  use  illegal 
drugs,  give  alcohol  to  minors  or 
use  medications  in  any  manner 
other  than  that  prescribed  by 
their  physicians,  Mr.  Moran  said. 

The  task  force  sold  “stock”  in 
the  project  to  raise  funds,  another 
way  of  fostering  community  sup¬ 


port,  said  the  governor’s  assistant. 

The  town  has  posted  signs  at  its 
boundaries  that  proclaim  “Wel¬ 
come  to  Shade  Gap — Citizens  for 
a  Drug-Free  Community." 

Mr.  Knepp  said,  “We  wanted 
to  clearly  send  a  message  that 
we’re  not  going  to  put  up  with 
dealers  and  users,  and  that  we’ll 
provide  rehabilitation  and  treat¬ 
ment,  in  Christ's  name,  to  any¬ 
one  who  asks. 

“We’re  really  excited,  as  a 
church,  to  be  cleaning  up  evil  in 
our  little  corner  of  the  world.” 


'  SAVING 

'station 


tt 

4 


Sign  going  to  Pennsylvania 


Examples  of  modern-day 
Christian  heroism  cited 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

HEMPSTEAD,  N.Y.— Libe¬ 
ria's  pnited  Methodist  Bishop  Ar¬ 
thur  Kulah,  who  recently  ted  street 
marches  in  Monrovia  to  shallenge 
the  regime  of  President  Samuel  K. 
Doe,  is  a  contemporary  apostle 
witnessing  to  God’s  spirit  at  a  crit¬ 
ical  moment  in  history. 

This  was  the  assessment  of  the 
Rev.  Robert  Harman,  deputy 
general  secretary  of  the  World 
Division  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
addressing  the  184  participants 
in  the  recent  1990  Missionary 
Conference. 

Other  examples  of  Christian 
heroism  Dr.  Harman  cited  in¬ 
cluded  Chinese  Bishop  K.H. 
Ting’s  message  after  Tiananmen 
Square  (see  related  story  below), 
Protestant  church  leaders  in 
Eastern  Europe,  Nelson  Mandela 
in  South  Africa  and  the  late 
Archbishop  Oscar  Romero  of  El 


Salvador. 

From  the  Methodist  heritage, 
he  quoted  John  Wesley’s  disci¬ 
plinary  question:  “Why  has  God 
raised  up  these  preachers?  To  re¬ 
form  the  nations,  especially  the 
Church  and  to  spread  Scriptural 
holiness  across  the  land.” 

According  to  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion  leader,  mission  in  the  ’90s 
requires  recognition  of  four  “in¬ 
tractable  predicaments” — rela¬ 
tionships  between  rich  and  poor, 
between  "sending”  and  “receiv¬ 
ing”  churches,  between  science 
and  technology,  and  between  dif¬ 
fering  religious  communities. 

The  biblical  story  is  of  a  new 
heaven  and  a  new  earth,  of  jus¬ 
tice  for  the  oppressed,  rights  for 
the  orphan,  inclusion  of  the  alien 
and  the  refugee,  and  care  for  the 
widow,  Dr.  Harman  recalled. 

But,  he  added,  the  poor  have 
sometimes  failed  to  hear  the  gos¬ 
pel  as  good  because  of  the  way  it 
was  told  to  them. 


Bishop's  home,  churches  hit  in  quake 

BAGUIO,  The  Philippines — Among  those  who  lost  homes  in 
the  recent  Philippine  earthquake  was  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Paul  L.A.  Granadosin.  The  bishop  was  at  meetings  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  when  the  quake  struck,  but  his  wife,  Socorro,  trav¬ 
eled  through  the  area  making  a  photographic  record,  including 
this  one  of  their  family  camped  out  in  a  refugee  shelter.  Lower 
photo  shows  the  destroyed  Dagupan  United  Methodist  Church 
near  Baguio.  Lloyd  Rollins,  disaster  relief  coordinator  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  said  at  least  15  United 
Methodist  churches  were  damaged  in  the  Luzon  region.  Bishop 
Melvin  G.  Talbert,  Council  of  Bishops  secretary,  said  the  bish¬ 
ops  are  awaiting  an  UMCOR  report  from  The  Philippines  be¬ 
fore  deciding  whether  to  launch  a  bishops'  appeal  for  Philip¬ 
pine  victims.  Meanwhile  the  UMCOR  Advance  number  for 
Philippine  relief  is  240225. 
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Chinese  'demotion'  disputed 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

Despite  published  reports  to 
the  contrary,  one  of  China’s  lead¬ 
ing  Protestant  Christians  appar¬ 
ently  hasn’t  been  demoted  or 
restricted  in  his  travel. 

Bishop  K.H.  Ting  continues 
filling  all  his  government  posts,  a 
United  Methodist  missions  exec¬ 
utive  reported  last  week. 

As  a  leader  in  the  Three-Self 
Patriotic  Movement,  Bishop 
Ting  has  been  credited  in  large 
measure  with  the  survival  and 
now  the  resurgence  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  in  China. 

“The  Christian  Century”  (July 
11-18  edition)  carried  a  report 
from  News  Network  Internation¬ 
al  that  Bishop  Ting  had  been 
stripped  of  his  senior  political 
position  and  barred  from  travel 
since  May  1989.  The  actions  re¬ 
portedly  were  taken  because  of 
the  bishop's  support  of  the  pro- 
democracy  movement  in  China 
last  year. 

But  the  Rev.  Ewing  W.  Carroll 
Jr.,  in  charge  of  the  China-related 
area  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  said  his  sources  in  China 
report  that  Bishop  Ting  remains 
on  government  committees,  in¬ 
cluding  serving  as  vice  chairman 
of  the  National  Chinese  People’s 
Political  Consultative  Commit¬ 
tee. 

In  addition  to  heading  the 


Three-Self  Patriotic  Movement, 
Bishop  Ting  is  also  president  of  the 
China  Christian  Council  and  of  the 
Nanjing  Union  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary. 

Mr.  Carroll,  who  served  20 
years  as  a  Methodist  missionary 
in  Hong  Kong,  communicated  by 
facsimile  machine  with  asso¬ 
ciates  and  relatives  of  the  bishop. 

“Bishop  Ting’s  elder  son.  Ting 
Yenren,  reports  his  parents  are 
on  holiday  in  Northern  Jiangxu 
Province,"  Mr.  Carroll  said. 

The  bishop’s  son  said  his  father 
“  ‘has  not  been  demoted  from  any 
of  his  political  posts,’  ’’  Mr.  Car- 
roll  reported.  The  son  said  his  fa¬ 
ther  “  ‘is  still  holding  the  same 
posts  as  in  May  1989,’  ”  including 
on  the  Consultative  Committee 
and  on  the  Standing  Committee  of 
the  National  Peoples’  Congress, 
Mr.  Carroll  said. 

“Bishop  Ting  was  criticized, 
with  some  40  others,  by  some 
high-ranking  Chinese  officals  for 
having  signed  a  pro-democracy 
statement  in  late  May  1989,”  Mr. 
Carroll  said.  “But  we  have  no 
confirmation  or  indication  that 
government  authorities  are  after 
him,  much  less  having  ‘demoted’ 
him.” 

•Concerning  the  report  of  re¬ 
stricted  travel,  Mr.  Carroll  said 
Bishop  Ting  has  been  in  the 
United  States  “at  least  twice  this 
year.” 

"Most  recently,  the  eve  of 
Holy  Week  in  New  York  City,  he 


met  with  a  dozen  church  China 
program  leaders  to  discuss  theo¬ 
logical  education  and  our  contin¬ 
ued  support  of  overseas  studies, 
teachers  training  and  exchanges, 
purchase  of  library  books,  etc.,” 
Mr.  Carroll  said. 

“Persons  present  represented 
both  Catholic  and  Protestant, 
conservative  evangelical  and 
mainline,  Canada,  the  U.S..  Ger¬ 
many  and  the  United  Kingdom.” 

The  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  said  that  Bishop  Ting  is  im¬ 
portant  for  the  effective  work  of 
the  Christian  church  in  China  be¬ 
cause,  among  other  things,  he  has 
the  diplomatic  skills  to  work  with 
the  government  and  still  main¬ 
tain  his  role  as  a  churchman. 

"Bishop  Ting  told  me  ‘to  be 
prophetic  is  not  necessarily  to  be 
outspoken,'  yet  he  has  been  con¬ 
sistent  in  his  shepherd's  role,”  Mr. 
Carroll  said. 

“He  has  spoken  and  written 
about  the  church  in  China’s  need 
to  be  more  democratic,  a  ‘class¬ 
room  of  democracy.’  These 
words  are  applicable  for  us  in 
America,  too!” 

Admitting  his  admiration  of 
the  Chinese  bishop,  Mr.  Carroll 
said,  “At  age  76.  Bishop  Ting  re¬ 
mains  unusually  vigorous  both  in 
stamina  and  spirit.  While  bound 
never  to  please  ‘all  the  people  all 
the  time,’  he  is  a  stalwart  church 
and  international  figure  who  de¬ 
serves  our  respect  and  covets  our 
prayers.” 


British  Methodist  issues 
similar  to  those  of  UMC 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

INDIANAPOLIS— British  Meth¬ 
odists  are  struggling  with  some  of 
the  same  social  issues  as  U.S.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  with  a  tendency  to 
be  somewhat  more  liberal  in  their 
attitudes. 

Such  was  the  overriding  impression 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  brought  back  recently  after 
attending  the  British  Methodist  An¬ 
nual  Conference  in  Wales. 

The  bishop,  head  of  the  church’s 
Indianapolis  Area,  attended  the 
conference  as  one  of  his  first  official 
acts  as  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

A  concordat  with  the  British 
church  provides  for  representatives 
from  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  to 
attend  each  other's  conferences 
with  full  voting  privileges. 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  two  social  is¬ 
sues  dominated  the  event — homo¬ 
sexuality  and  abortion. 

A  32-page  study  was  presented  to 
the  body  on  the  findings  of  a  special 
committee  charged  with  examining 
the  diversity  of  theological  opinion, 
teaching  and  attitudes  on  the  issue 
of  homosexuality  and  the  church, 
the  bishop  reported.  The  study  was 
"accepted"  for  discussion. 

The  findings  of  a  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  study  the  abortion  issue 
were  contained  in  a  75-page  docu¬ 
ment. 

The  report  was  an  attempt  to  con¬ 
sider  developments  in  medical  sci¬ 


ence  and  technology  in  presenting 
its  findings,  but  was  called  “a  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  search  for  under¬ 
standing  of  the  status  of  the  unborn 
human,  rather  than  as  a  definitive 
statement  of  Methodist  beliefs.” 

Key  elements  of  reasoning  in  the 
report  were  an  affirmation  of  the 
love  and  forgiveness  of  God  and  the 
recognition  that  “real  choices  have 
to  be  made  by  people  concerned 
with  the  unborn  human  .  .  .  that 
cannot  be  avoided  by  resort  to  ex¬ 
ternal  authority.” 

The  most  extensive  conference 
debate  in  an  administrative  area. 
Bishop  Hodapp  said,  was  on  the 
subject  of  pastors’  salaries. 

“A  sort  of  socialist  theory  (is)  at 
work  there,"  he  noted.  “All  are  paid 
the  same  with  adjustments  for  fam¬ 
ily  needs,  difficulty  of  the  (pastoral) 
assignment  and  length  of  service. 

.  .  .  Salaries  (of  British  clergy)  are 
very  low  and  the  cost  of  living  there 
is  very  high.” 

Average  pay  recommended  by 
the  British  conference  for  pastors  is 
equivalent  to  about  $8,500  per  year. 
Bishop  Hodapp  said,  slightly  less 
than  U.S.  clergy  and  less  than  half 
that  of  average  salaries  for  U.S.  pas¬ 
tors. 

"Often  the  pastor’s  family  has  to 
help  make  ends  meet,  and  even  so  it 
is  a  struggle  for  most."  he  added. 

The  conference  agreed  to  elevate 
the  average  salary  to  the  equivalent 
of  $18,000  by  1992. 
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CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
(local)  church.  Background  in  education  and  Chris¬ 
tian  work  required  with  an  emphasis  on  working 
with  youth.  Full-time  position,  contact:  Dr.  Danah 
at  (918)  333-0810. 


POSITION  OPEN:  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR. 
Henderson  Settlement,  Red  Bird  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference.  United  Methodist  Church.  Responsible  for 
superv  ision,  fund  raising,  administration  of  total 
program.  Requires  bachelor's  degree,  minimum 
plus  several  years  proven  administrative  skill  and. 
experience.  Application  deadline:  August  20.  1990. 
Send  resume  to:  Charles  H.  Douglas,  P.O.  Box  566, 
Ptnevtlle,  KY  40977 


W  ANTED:  DIRECTOR  OR  PASTOR  of  youth/ 
college  ages  by  September.  1990,  at  growing  2800- 
member  church  in  Dallas  area.  Experience  and 
evangelical  orientation  necessary.  Strong  program 
in  place.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience 
and  commitment  to  youth  ministry.  Contact:  Dr. 
Paul  Morell,  First  UMC,  Box  1 10204,  Carrollton, 
TX  7501 1-02104,  (214)  242-0602. 


LAKEWOOD  UNITED  METHODIST  Church. 
Houston.  Texas  is  accepting  applications  for  the  po¬ 
sition  of  Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  This  position 
is  full-time.  Send  resume  to:  Gail  Digeronimo, 
1 1 330  Louetta.  Houston.  TX  77070, 


MUSIC  LMKtL  I  OR,  FULL-TIME.  Includes 
adult,  youth,  children,  mixed  ensemble,  2  handbell 
choirs.  Experience  necessary,  advanced  degree  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Resume,  references,  writ¬ 
ten  expression  of  interest  to:  Dave  McCaskill,  2610 
Chatwood  Dr..  Monroe.  LA  71201. 
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Faith  at  work 
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Faith 

= connections 

MONEY  WOES:  Good  News,  the  23- 
year-old  unofficial  caucus  of  evangelical  United 
Methodists,  is  in  financial  trouble.  Low  reve¬ 
nues  from  the  organization's  2-year-old  Bristol 
Books  publishing  house  and  a  decline  in  giving 
from  its  estimated  5,000  supporters  have 
caused  the  group’s  money  woes,  a  spokesman 
said.  In  May,  the  organization  laid  off  five  em¬ 
ployees  of  its  “Good  News”  magazine  and  its 
book  publisher.  Good  News  has  a  budget  of 
more  than  $  1  million  and  a  staff  of  twenty. 

BISHOP  NAMED:  Retired  United 
Methodist  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  77,  has 
been  assigned  to  the  episco¬ 
pal  area  created  last  month 
in  the  denomination’s 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction 
(see  UMR  July  20  and  27). 

The  assignment  was  made 
by  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops’  execu¬ 
tive  committee,  on  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  North-  lames  K.  Mathews 
eastern  Jurisdiction’s  College  of  Bishops. 
Church  law  allows  the  reactivation  of  retired 
bishops.  The  new  Albany  (N.Y.)  Area,  which 
will  include  the  Troy  and  Wyoming  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  becomes  effective  Sept.  1.  A  perma¬ 
nent  bishop  is  to  be  elected  for  the  area  in  1992. 

FAMILY  MATTERS:  A  new  six-part 
videotape  series  focusing  on  family  concerns  is 
to  be  available  this  fall  through  EcuFilm.  That’s 
the  interdenominational  audiovisual  distribu¬ 
tion  unit  administered  by  United  Methodist 
Communications.  “The  Family  Matters"  is  de¬ 
signed  to  start  conversations  among  adult  view¬ 
ers.  The  series  features  interviews  with 
members  of  various  families.  Topics  include 
guilt,  care  of  self  and  stress.  New  family  group¬ 
ings — single  parents,  blended  families,  working 
parents,  parents  living  apart  from  their  children 
and  adult  children  with  aging  parents — are  also 
treated. 

MORE  LISTENING  POSTS:  Two 

“listening  posts”  on  homosexuality  are  to  be  set 
up  in  the  church’s  12-state  Western  Jurisdiction 
this  fall.  The  events  are  sponsored  by  the 
churchwide  Committee  to  Study  Homosexual¬ 
ity.  Individuals  and  groups  may  share  informa¬ 
tion  and  concerns  about  homosexuality  Sept.  22 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Portland, 
Ore.,  and  Oct.  6  at  Claremont  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  Claremont,  Calif.  To  schedule  an  appear¬ 
ance  at  either  event,  contact  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  601  W.  Riverview  Ave., 
Dayton,  Ohio  45406.  Deadlines  are  Sept.  4  for 
Portland  and  Sept.  1 7  for  Claremont. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


New  ideas  take  root  at  Stewardship  University 

Guardianship  of  all  God's  creation  gives  'fresh  momentum  to  time-honored  subject ' 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

LANCASTER,  Pa. — "Now's  the  time  for  you  to  give  your  best  to 
God!"  asserts  the  Rev.  Walter  L.  Kimbrough,  senior  pastor  of 
Ben  Hill  United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta,  during  a  plenary 
session  of  Stewardship  University.  Dr.  Kimbrough  was  the 
event's  preaching  instructor. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

LANCASTER,  Pa.  — If  you 
think  church  stewardship  in¬ 
volves  the  same  old  appeals  for 
money,  you  haven’t  been  to 
Stewardship  University. 

That’s  where  some  new  ideas 
about  Christians’  guardianship 
of  God’s  creation  are  setting  off 
“fresh  momentum  in  a  time-hon¬ 
ored  subject,”  said  one  of  its  or¬ 
ganizers. 

Stewardship  University  came 
about  because  it  seemed  that  lo¬ 
cal  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  needed  more  foundation  in 
biblical  and  theological  concepts 
of  stewardship,  said  the  Rev. 
Herbert  L.  Mather. 

Mr.  Mather  heads  the  steward¬ 
ship  section  of  the  church’s  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship.  His 
section  has  sponsored  two  five- 
day  university  events  this  year, 
one  in  February  in  San  Diego, 
the  other  last  week  in  Lancaster. 

Emphasis  on  local  church 

“About  three  years  ago,  we  re¬ 
alized  that  we  were  doing  a  lot  of 
’training  trainers  to  train  other 
people’  in  stewardship,”  Mr. 
Mather  said. 

“It  occurred  to  us  that  what 
was  really  needed  was  some  new 


understanding  about  stewardship 
in  the  local  congregation.” 

The  search  for  fresher,  fuller 
perspectives  on  humanity’s 
guardianship  led  to  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  core  course,  “Stewards  of  the 
Mysteries  of  God.” 

The  core  course  explores  the 
Scriptural  basis  for  stewardship. 
Through  discussions  and  intro¬ 
spective  study  questions,  partici¬ 
pants  confront  both  their  own 
and  their  congregation’s  under¬ 
standings — and  misconcep¬ 
tions — about  stewardship. 

“We  can’t  promise  this  week 
will  always  be  comfortable,”  cau¬ 
tioned  course  co-leader  Norma 
Wimberley  at  the  session’s  start. 
“You’ll  probably  learn  things 
about  your  own  and  your  congre¬ 
gation’s  stewardship  that  you’d 
rather  not  know.” 

'Nuts-and-bolts'  included 

“Stewards  of  the  Mysteries  of 
God”  is  augmented  by  nuts-and- 
bolts  courses  on  topics  such  as: 

/  Understanding  and  meeting 
ministry  needs  of  the  77-million- 
member  “baby  boom”  genera¬ 
tion  while  offering  “boomers”  a 
chance  to  channel  their  demon¬ 
strated  desire  to  “do  good”  into 
ministry  for  others. 

/  Stewardship  education  in 
the  local  church,  starting  as 


young  as  kindergarten. 

/  Tithing — of  time  and  talents 
as  well  as  money. 

/  Discerning  and  developing 
the  spiritual  gifts  of  United 
Methodists,  such  as  for  teaching, 
music  or  visual  arts  and  deploy¬ 
ing  people  and  their  talents  in  the 
local  congregation. 

■f  Planning  programs,  budgets 
and  fund-raising  campaigns. 

Stewardship  University  has 
caught  the  imagination  of  church 
leaders,  Mr.  Mather  said. 

He  noted  that  a  North  Dakota 
district  superintendent  who  at¬ 
tended  the  San  Diego  session 
went  home  so  excited  that  he 
persuaded  his  annual  conference 
to  send  nine  people  to  the  session 
in  Pennsylvania. 

“When  people  are  in  pain,  as 
they  are  in  local-church  steward¬ 
ship  right  now,  they’re  more  will¬ 
ing  to  take  risks,”  Mr.  Mather  said. 

Per-capita  giving  is  low 

He  was  referring  to  United 
Methodists’  historically  poor  rec¬ 
ord  of  per-capita  giving,  which  at 
$300.60  a  person  per  year  is 
among  the  lowest  of  Protestant 
churches  in  America. 

“But  we’re  not  offering  a  1-2-3 
’quick  fix,’  ’’  he  added.  “They 
(participants)  know  that.” 

Last  week’s  session  drew  about 


135  participants.  Each  paid 
about  $100  tuition,  plus  room 
and  board.  They  came  from  such 
far-flung  locales  as  Nebraska,  Illi¬ 
nois,  Georgia  and  New  York. 

“This  is  the  largest  attendance 
at  a  national  stewardship  event 


I’ve  ever  seen,”  said  Mr.  Mather, 
who  has  headed  the  stewardship 
section  since  1985. 

This  year’s  success  with  Stew¬ 
ardship  University  has  prompted 
plans  for  a  1992  session,  Mr. 
Mather  said. 


Baptism  cited  as  basis  for  believers'  role  as  stewards 


Reporter  Staff  Special  Christian  baptism.  Stewardship  of  the  church’s  Gener- 

That  was  one  perspective  offered  al  Board  of  Discipleship. 
LANCASTER,  Pa. — Did  you  during  last  week’s  Stewardship  Baptism  into  “the  ministry  of 
know  that  you're  a  steward?  University,  a  national  educational  all  believers”  is  an  early  Chris- 

You  are  by  virtue  of  your  event  sponsored  by  the  Section  on  tian  concept.  For  United  Meth- 

Numbers  game  provides  some  fun 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LANCASTER,  Pa.  — Last 
week’s  Stewardship  University 
had  a  touch  of  whimsy — for 
those  sharp  enough  to  catch  it. 

Operating  like  a  genuine  uni¬ 
versity,  each  course  had  its  own 
name  and  number.  Being  the 
first  year  of  the  event,  all  the 
course  numbers  began  with  1. 

The  core  course  was  named 


Stewardship  101.  But  after  that, 
things  got  trickier. 

Lynda  Bird’s  course  on  “baby 
boomers”  was  tagged  “Steward¬ 
ship  144”  for  age  44 — the  oldest 
of  the  boomer  generation. 

The  Rev.  Donald  W.  Joiner 
and  the  Rev.  Wayne  C.  Barrett 
taught  estate  planning  and 
wills — numbered  “165”  for  the 
average  retirement  age. 

Norma  Wimberley’s  course  on 


stewardship  education  was  the 
basics — “Stewardship  1-2-3.” 

The  Rev.  Walter  L.  Kim¬ 
brough  discoursed  on  steward¬ 
ship  preaching — numbered 
“120”  for  the  average  20-niinute 
sermon. 

And  the  Rev.  Bruce  D,  Tay¬ 
lor’s  course  on  tithing  was  num¬ 
bered — you  guessed  it — 
"Stewardship  1 10.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


odists,  the  concept  was  affirmed 
by  the  1988  General  Conference, 
the  last  session  of  the  church’s 
top  policy-making  body. 

The  “ministry  of  all  believers” 
understanding  has  awakened 
new  concepts  in  stewardship, 
said  the  Rev.  Herbert  L.  Mather, 
head  of  the  stewardship  section. 

Among  them  is  a  move  away 
from  thinking  of  stewardship  as 
merely  money  gathering  and  “in¬ 
stitutionalized  charity,”  he  said. 

Instead,  Christian  stewardship 
is,  seen  as  spiritually  based  man¬ 
agement  of  all  God’s  creation,  in¬ 
cluding  the  talents  and  energies  of 
other  Christians,  said  Mr.  Mather. 

Another  change  is  that  more 
women  have  become  involved  in 
local-church  stewardship  roles  in 


the  past  five  years,  he  said. 

Stewardship  consultant  Norma 
Wimberley  of  Nashville,  who 
taught  the  Stewardship  Universi¬ 
ty  core  course,  “Stewards  of  the 
Mysteries  of  God,”  with  Mr. 
Mather,  said  that  as  a  child  she 
never  saw  herself  as  a  steward  be¬ 
cause  “the  boards  of  stewardship 
at  my  church  were  all  men.” 

Mrs.  Wimberley  pointed  out 
that  Christians  are  called  to  be 
“stewards  of  ourselves,  of  all  of 
creation  and  of  the  Gospel.” 

"Unless  we  are  faithful  stew¬ 
ards  of  the  Gospel,  there  can  be 
no  evangelism,  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  or  spiritual  formation — and 
the  Gospel  will  die  with  this  gen¬ 
eration!”  she  said. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


One  size 

does  not 


STRENGTH  THROUGH  EXPERIENCE 


v 

W  ears  of  experience 

I  have  taught  ris  that 
a  successful  stewardship 
emphasis  can  only 
be  achieved  through  the 
creation  of  a  program 
designed  specifically 
for  your  church. 

Whether  your  church 
needs  a  capital  stewardship 
campaign  to  provide  new 
facilities,  a  debt  reduction 
campaign,  or  strengthening 
of  budget  giving, 


Cargill  Associates  is 
available  to  work  with  you 
in  planning  a  program  for 
your  unique  situation. 

More  information  about 
the  stewardship  services 
of  Cargill  Associates 
is  available  by  calling 
(800)  433-2233. 


m  CARGILL 
ASSOCIATES 


4701  Altame.su  Boulevard.  PC)  Box  330339.  Fort  Worth.  Texas  76163-0339.  (817)  292-9374.  (800)  433-2233 
In  Canada  call  toll  free;  (800)  433-2262 


'Pee  Wee'  returns  to  Boys  Town 
as  a  real-life,  full-size  minister 


PHOTOS  COURTESY  OF  ROBERT  B.  WATSON 

The  Rev.  Robert  B.  "Bobs"  Watson's  acting  career  is  best  remem¬ 
bered  for  his  role  as  "Pee  Wee"  (top  right)  in  the  film  "Boys  Town." 
As  he  looks  today  (bottom  left),  he  has  continued  to  blend  acting 
with  his  second  career  as  a  United  Methodist  minister.  He  has  per¬ 
formed  as  Pontius  Pilate  (top  left)  and  as  Simon  of  Cyrene,  who  car¬ 
ried  Jesus'  cross  (bottom  right). 


By  DIANE  HUIEBALAY 

Associate  editor 

You  may  remember  “Pee  Wee,” 
the  7-year-old  boy  who  followed 
Mickey  Rooney  around  in  the  1938 
movie,  “Boys  Town.” 

II  was  “Pee  Wee’s”  injury  when 
hit  by  a  car  that  converted  the  char¬ 
acter  Mickey  Rooney  portrayed 
into  a  good  citizen  of  Boys  Town. 

The  actor  who  played  “Pee  Wee,” 
the  Rev.  Robert  B.  “Bobs”  Watson, 
is  now  a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter.  He  recently  returned  to  the 
Omaha,  Neb.,  facility  to  deliver  the 
dedication  sermon  for  a  new  $3 
million  Protestant  chapel. 

“I  went  back  as  ’Pee  Wee,’  yes,” 
Mr.  Watson  said,  “but  also  as  a  per¬ 
son  who  was  profoundly  affected  by 
Boys  Town  while  1  was  acting 
there — not  just  by  the  motion  pic¬ 
ture  but  by  Father  Flanagan  himself 
and  what  he  stood  for. 

“The  Catholic  priest  conveyed  to 
me,  a  little  Protestant  boy,  that  God 
loves  all  children  and  that  He  wants 
us  to  love  them,  too.  Since  that  day, 

I  cannot  look  at  a  child  without  re¬ 
membering  Father  Flanagan.” 

As  a  child  actor,  Mr.  Watson  was 
noted  for  his  ability  to  cry  on  cue. 

His  film  career  spanned  32  years. 
He  appeared  with  movie  greats  such 
as  Lionel  Barrymore,  Edward  G. 
Robinson,  Henry  Fonda  and  Loret¬ 
ta  Young. 

He  changed  careers  in  1966,  en¬ 
tering  the  Methodist  ministry.  He 
now  serves  the  Crescenta  Valley 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Mon¬ 
trose,  Calif. 

However,  he  still  has  his  Screen 
Actors  Guild  card  and  continues  to 
use  his  acting  skills  in  a  variety  of 
projects,  including  special  minis¬ 
tries.  In  his  repertoire  of  roles  are 
many  biblical  characters  such  as  Pi¬ 
late,  Simon  of  Cyrene  and  a  Roman 
guard. 

Reflecting  on  his  recent  trip  to 
Boys  Town,  Mr.  Watson  said,  “The 
work  of  God  goes  on.  It  amazes  me 
how  everyone  there  gives  these  chil¬ 
dren — Catholics,  Protestants  and 


Jews  who  had  nothing  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to — a  sense  of  worth.” 

Regarding  the  Academy-award 
winning  star  of  “Boys  Town,”  Mr. 
Watson  said,  “MGM  picked  the 
best  in  Spencer  Tracy.  After  win¬ 
ning  the  Oscar  as  best  actor,  he  gave 
it  to  Boys  Town.  He  said  all  he  was 
doing  was  playing  Father  Flana¬ 


gan. 

The  Oscar  is  still  there,  Mr.  Wat¬ 
son  said.  Close  by  the  famous  statu¬ 
ette  is  the  telegram  Mr.  Watson 
received  from  Mr.  Tracy  following 
the  awards  ceremony. 

Mr.  Watson  said  it  reads,  “Thank 
you,  Bobby  dear.  Half  of  the  Oscar 
is  yours . Uncle  Spencer.” 
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Editor’s  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave ,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week’s  column  is 
written  by  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman,  North  Shore  District 
Superintendent. 

There  are  times  ...  an  opportune  moment  . . .  when  a  decision,  a 
word  spoken,  a  courageous  effort  can  spell  the  difference  between 
failure  or  success.  Biographies  of  great  leaders  often  reveal  how  a 
chance  meeting  or  discovery  of  some  information  and  a  quick  decision 
led  to  victory  and  fame.  On  the  other  hand  opportunities  can  be  lost  in 
much  the  same  way  as  Agrippa  tells  Paul,  “almost  thou  persuadest 
me”  or  Felix  deciding  to  “wait  for  a  more  convenient  season.” 

In  34  years  as  minister  I  cannot  remember  a  time  so  filled  with 
opportunity  for  Louisiana  Methodists  . . .  Vision  2000,  Celebrate  and 
Witness,  a  Conference  Center,  a  vital  Foundation,  dynamic  colleges, 
hospital  and  other  institutions  in  mission  and  service  along  with 
increasingly  effective  local  church  mission  and  service  projects. 

Not  every  Methodist  will  support  every  effort.  That’s  not  necessary. 
Some  will  take  vital  roles  in  major  projects  across  our  conference 
Others  can  explore  new  ways  to  be  more  effective  in  traditional  tasks  in 
the  local  church.  We  all  need  each  other’s  encouragement. 

If  our  spirit  wanes  and  we  begin  to  wonder  “perhaps  this  is  just  not 
the  right  time”  we  need  to  think  of  the  words  of  Martin  Luther,  “For 
truth  and  duty  it  is  ever  the  fitting  time;  who  waits  until  circumstances 
completely  favor  his  undertaking,  will  never  accomplish  anything.” 
That’s  probably  why  I’ve  never  written  that  book! 

And  out  of  respect  for  my  dear  high  school  English  teacher  I  quote 
Shakespeare,  “there  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men,  which  taken  at  the 
flood,  leads  on  to  fortune;  omitted,  all  the  voyage  of  their  life  is  bound 
in  shallows  and  in  miseries;  and  we  must  take  the  current  when  it 
serves,  or  lose  our  ventures.” 

There  will  come  a  time  for  each  of  us  when  the  time  for  doing  is  over. 
But  until  then,  glorious  opportunities  are  here  to  work  and  give  and  serve. 
“(We)  have  promises  to  keep  and  miles  to  travel  before  (we)  sleep.” 


Missions  Conference  Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 
Set  for  August  17-19 


First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baker  will  hold  a  Missions 
Conference  August  17-19.  This 
annual  event  brings  to  the 
congregation  the  importance  of 
supporting  missions  through 
outreach,  both  local  and  worldwide. 
The  money  raised  is  to  exceed  the 
normal  funding  budgeted  to  the 
church.  This  year’s  mission  goal  is 
$30,000. 

Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond,  pastor 
of  Fitzgerald-Waldheim,  is  to 
speak.  Rev.  Hammond  served  as  a 
missionary  in  Liberia,  West  Africa. 
Also  expected  to  attend  are  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Charles  Winters  who  work 
with  World  Gospel  Mission  and 
have  served  as  Church  Planters  and 
Nurturers  in  Bolivia,  South  Africa. 

The  conference  will  begin  on 
Friday  at  6:30  p.m.  with  a  covered 


dish  supper  and  the  introduction  of 
the  missionaries.  Saturday  will 
begin  with  a  10  a.m.  brunch  and 
coffee  at  the  church  and  the 
presentation  of  Rev.  Hammond's 
program.  At  noon  a  youth  lunch 
will  be  served,  led  by  Rev.  Winters. 
Saturday  will  conclude  with  a 
covered  dish  supper  using  the  South 
of  the  Border  Theme  in  which  Mrs. 
Winters  will  lead. 

On  Sunday,  a  breakfast  will  be 
held,  along  with  Sunday  School 
classes  for  adults,  youth,  and 
children  led  by  the  missionaries. 
Rev.  Hammond  will  be  the  guest 
preacher  for  the  10:45  a.m.  worship 
and  pledge  service. 

The  three  day  event  will  come  to 
a  close  with  a  Fellowship  Praise 
Service  led  by  the  Winters. 


The  following  youth  from 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  recently 
returned  from  a  mission  trip  to 
Mountain  Top  in  Sequatchie, 
Tennessee:  Leslie  Risley,  Jennifer 
Risley,  Ben  Cowen,  Steve  LaCroix, 
Jamie  McDonald,  Matt  Morgan, 
Tommy  Eskew,  and  counselors 
Rhonda  Whitley  and  Patty  Eskew. 
Rev.  Eddie  E.  Morgan  Jr.  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  long  practiced  tradition  by 
United  Methodists  of  good 
fellowship,  food  and  fun  was  the 
focus  on  June  27  at  “The  Good  Ole 
Summertime”  held  by  Noel 
Memorial  UMC  in  Shreveport. 
Almost  300  members  and  friends 
experienced  an  evening  right  out  of 
the  1920’s  amid  an  indoor  park-type 
setting.  All  ages  listened  to  musical 
entertainment,  provided  by  members 
and  the  Shreveport  Barbershop 
Quartet,  while  they  enjoyed  a  picnic 
style  supper  or  participated  in  a 
variety  of  activities.  The  evening 
included  a  fruit  pie  contest,  dart 


game,  watermelon  seed  spitting 
contest,  and  a  great  deal  more.  The 
event  was  sponsored  by  Noel’s 
Wednesday  Night  Committee.  Rev. 
Nichols  Evans  is  pastor. 

•  *  * 

Chipper  Jasper  Hamm,  a 
member  of  Asbury  UMC  in 
Lafayette,  was  recently  nominated 
for  "Outstanding  Young  Men  of 
America.”  He  was  selected  the 
prestigious  honor  in  1989,  1987, 
1985,  and  1983.  Hamm  was 
previously  an  active  member  of  First 
UMC  in  Lafayette  where  he  served 
on  the  Administrative  Board  and 
President  of  the  UMM,  First  UM 
Worship  Choir.  He  also  served  as 
Vice  President  and  Program  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  First  UMC’s  Men’s  Club. 
Hamm  has  also  been  involved  in 
various  community  and  civic  orga¬ 
nizations.  He  is  presently  an  active 
member  of  Asbury  where  he  is  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Asbury  Adult  Choir, 
Crusader’s  Men’s  Choir,  and  Asbury 
UMM,  as  well  as  other  groups. 


Retiree  Events  Scheduled  at  Mount  Sequoyah 


A  Festival  of  Roses,  the  first  of 
six  jurisdictional  retiree  events 
scheduled  at  Mount  Sequoyah  for 
late  summer  and  fall,  begins  August 
1 3  and  continues  for  four  days  with 
the  theme  Of  “MUSIC,  MUSIC, 
MUSIC.” 

“Methodist  people  are  a  singing 
people  and  we  will  be  singing, 
worshiping  and  studying  the 
Psalms,  as  well  as  resting,  touring. 


‘workshopping’  and  simply 
enjoying  the  beautiful  Ozark 
Mountains,"  said  Rev.  Bob 
Robertson,  director  of  Festival  of 
Roses  and  pastor  of  Waples 
Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Denison,  Texas. 
“Surrounded  by  fragrant  roses  on 
this  mountain  top  in  downtown 
Fayetteville,  we  will  be  singing  our 
favorites  under  the  leadership  of 


Around  the  Conference 


Patty  Evans,  executive  director  of 
Chorister’s  Guild,  Garland,  Texas, 
and  be  inspired  by  the  preaching  of 
Rev.  Homer  KIuck,i  pastor  of 
Arlington  Heights  UMC,  Ft.  Worth. 
Dr.  Kluck’s  sermons  will  address 
our  ’MUSIC,  MUSIC,  MUSIC’ 
theme.  Carroll  Starnes  is  our 
pianist.” 

Fellowship,  games  and  planned 
recreation  will  be  under  the 
direction  of  Ray  L.  Starnes, 
diaconal  minister  at  Waples 
Church.  Rev.  Paul  O.  Cardwell, 
retired  minister  living  at  Wesley 
Village,  Denison,  directs  a  special 
workshop/tour  titled  “Bluebird  on 
My  Windowsill.” 

“Rev.  Adam  Hamilton,  a 
dynamic  young  preacher  who  has 
recently  been  appointed  to  start  a 
new  church  in  Kansas  City,  will 
lead  the  Bible  Study  of  Psalms,” 
said  Dr.  Robertson.  Formerly, 
Hamilton  was  for  two  years  the 


associate  pastor  at  Central  UMC  in 
Kansas  City,  and  there  was  noted 
for  his  teaching  of  Psalms  in  its 
Shepherd  Center.  Central  Church 
founded  the  Shepherd  Centers  of 
America  program  for  senior  adults. 

The  theme  will  include  an 
evening  with  an  Ozark  folk  and 
country  musical  group  and  a  second 
evening  with  a  kilted  bagpipe  player 
who  shares  Scottish  folklore. 
Afternoons  will  be  for  tours,  games, 
workshops  or  relaxation.  Popular 
tour  sites  include  Eureka  Springs, 
Civil  War  Battlefield  near  Pea 
Ridge,  War  Eagle  Mills  Farm. 
Wooden  Toy  Factory,  Venetian  Inn 
Restaurant  at  Totitown,  Apple 
Town,  and  Bluebird  Factory. 

For  additional  information,  dates 
for  other  retiree  events  or 
registration  procedures,  please 
contact  Mount  Sequoyah  at  1 50 
NW  Skyline  Dr.,  Fayetteville,  AR 
72701  (501-443-4531). 


On  July  14  the  Dulac  Community  Center  held  ground  breaking 
ceremonies  for  the  construction  and  renovation  of  the  old  building 
which  was  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Juan  in  1985.  Many  new 
programs  will  be  added  once  the  construction  is  complete. 
Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  Center  are  shown  during 


The  St.  Matthew's  UMY  Hamilton,  has  recently  purchased  a  15 
passenger  van  for  the  church.  Pictured  I.  to  r.  are:  Jonathan 
McFarland,  Julia  Hinton,  Amanda  Packer,  Alison  Painter,  Jerry 
Schorling,  Courtney  Jones,  John  Blalock,  Kendal  Crews,  Matthew 
Razinsky,  and  Greg  Decedue.  Rev.  William  Eubanks  is  pastor. 


ceremonies. 
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United  Methodist  Men  Hold  16th  Annual  Retreat 


An  active  group  of  United 
Methodist  Men,  committed  to 
building  and  uniting  men  in  Christ 
gathered  on  the  beautiful  campus  of 
Louisiana  College  for  their  16th 
annual  Retreat  June  29-30. 

The  hours  were  spent  together  in 
fellowship  and  singing,  praying  and 
learning  about  what  it  means  to  be 
an  active  United  Methodist  Man  in 
our  churches. 

Dr.  Pat  Day,  Retreat  leader  from 
Marshall,  Texas,  challenged  and 
inspired  every  man  to  examine  his 
life  and  find  his  unique  place  in  the 
church. 

Singing,  under  the  direction  of 


Rev.  John  Hamilton,  New  Orleans 
District,  kept  the  exciting  spirit 
alive  throughout  the  Retreat.  He 
was  ably  assisted  at  the  piano  and 
organ  by  John  Moore,  Acadiana 
District. 

The  prayer  line,  headed  by  Prayer 
Advocates  Ofney  and  Clyde  Ellis, 
operated  for  24  hours,  with  U.M.M. 
answering  100  calls  for  prayer 
around  the  country.  (For  more 
information  on  Prayer  Ministry, 
call  Ofney  Ellis,  504-923-0275. 

This  was  the  first  opportunity  for 
Louisiana  U.M.M.  to  hear  our 
National  President,  Ernie  Wendell 
from  Durham,  North  Carolina.  He 


emphasized  the  strengthening  of 
our  commitment  to  our  “Every 
Man  Shares”  program  —  sharing 
Evangelism.  Spiritual  Life,  and 
Missions. 

Rev.  Ed  DeWeese,  Director  of 
Louisiana  Prison  Fellowship, 
explained  how  active  U.M.M. 
groups  can  help  in  the  prison 
ministries  in  our  state,  and  bring 
their  own  Christian  faith  to  a 
person  lost  by  crime. 

Charles  Dick,  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  President,  presented 
information  about  the  1991 
Conference  of  U.M.M.  to  be  held  at 
Centenary  College  in  June  1991. 


Dr.  Pat  Day,  retreat  leader,  is 
shown  speaking  to  the  group. 


Prayer  Advocate,  Ofney  Ellis  is  shown  with  UMM  President  Boyd 
Baun,  as  officers  look  on. 


This  is  the  first  time  for  Louisiana 
to  host  this  conference,  and  it  is  a 
must  on  the  list  of  every  United 
Methodist  man. 

Dr.  Harvey  Williamson  was 
presented  a  U.M.M.  Life 
Membership  for  his  untiring  help 
on  behalf  of  U.M.M.  through  the 
Conference  office. 

Special  recognition  and  thanks 
are  given  to  Bob  Sides,  Acadiana 
District,  Retreat  Program  Director, 
and  to  Charles  Goodgame, 
Alexandria  District,  Retreat 
Coordinator  for  their  efforts  in 
planning  this  excellent  Retreat. 

The  following  officers  were 


elected  for  two  years: 
President: 

Boyd  E.  Baun 
Baton  Rouge 
1st  Vice  President: 
Ron  Sarver 
Lafayette 

2nd  Vice  President: 
(North) 

Bill  Heath 
Winnfield 
2nd  Vice  President: 
(South) 

Herbert  Marks 
Harahan 

2nd  Vice  President: 
Scouting  and  Youth 


President  Boyd  Baun,  presented  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson  with  the 
UMM  Life  Membership  Award.  Dr.  Williamson  recently  retired  at 
this  last  Annual  Conference  as  Director  of  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries. 


Charles  Thomas 
Baton  Rouge 
Secretary: 

John  Erickson 
Baton  Rouge 
Treasurer: 

Jewett  (Barney)  Barnett 
Baton  Rouge 

Public  Relations  Director: 
Raymond  Ross 
Baton  Rouge 
Project  Director: 

Jay  Hinckley 
Dodson 

EMS  &  Charter  Liaison: 
William  Harris 
Denham  Springs 
Retreat  Director: 

Charles  Goodgame 
Pineville 

Chairman  Nomination 
Committee: 

John  Lacroix 
Alexandria 
Prison  Ministry: 

Keith  Tucker 
Lafayette 
Prayer  Advocate: 

Ofney  Ellis 
Baton  Rouge 
Disaster  Relief: 

Hubert  Blanchard 
Sulphur 

Trip  Director  of  Perdue: 
John  Lacroix 
Alexandria 
Parliamentarian: 

Bob  Sides 
Lafayette 
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Editorial: 


A  promising  outreach  strategy 


A  major  advertising  agency 
thinks  the  1990s  will  be  “the  decade 
of  skepticism"— at  least  with  re¬ 
spect  to  advertising  claims.  We  see 
good  reason  for  the  church  to  take 
note  and  take  heart. 

The  agency  is  Ammirati  &  Purls. 
It’s  the  image  maker  behind  BMW 
cars — “The  Ultimate  Driving  Ma¬ 
chine” — Club  Med  and  Waterford 
crystal,  among  others.  Ads  for  prod¬ 
ucts  like  these,  says  “The  New  York 
Times,”  helped  make  the  ’80s  the 
“Me  Decade.” 

But  that  was  then.  This  is  now. 

Consider  Ammirati’s  analysis,  as 
reported  in  “The  New  York 
Times,”  of  the  trend  among  over-40 
“baby  boomers”: 

“Instead  of  loading  up  their 
houses  with  more  famous-name 
products,  [they're]  expected  to 
spend  more  money  on  home  im¬ 
provements,  travel  and  education. 
They  will  buy  fewer  products  and 
only  those  likely  to  improve  their 
lives  and  not  harm  the  world.  . . . 
Advertising  will  have  to  be  more  di¬ 
rect  and  more  truthful.” 

We  find  a  surprising  correlation 
to  Christian  theology  in  those 
words.  For  example: 

"Likely  to  improve  their  lives. 
. . It’s  encouraging  to  note  this  re¬ 
frain  rather  than  a  ’90s  version  of 
old  materialistic  “me  generation” 
tune.  These  words  sound  like  a  not- 
so-muted  cry  to  “help  me  be  a  bet¬ 
ter  me.  Help  me  discover  and 
achieve  my  potential.  Help  me 
know  what  God  would  have  me  be 
and  do.”  The  Christian  faith  is  a  di¬ 
rect,  compelling  resource  for  meet¬ 


ing  this  need. 

“Not  harm  the  world.  . . That 
idea  includes  more  than  a  narrow, 
single-issue  focus  on  the  environ¬ 
ment.  That  concern  leads  to  a  voice 
saying,  “No  more  Valdez  oil  spills. 
No  more  Ten  Mile  Islands.  No 
more  Love  Canals.  Let’s  be  better 
stewards  of  this  precious  life  and 
living  space  that  God  has  given  us.” 
Again,  this  need  corresponds  direct¬ 
ly  to  what  the  Christian  faith  offers. 

"More  direct  and  more  truthful. 
...”  Is  there  reason  the  Christian 
message  should  ever  be  anything 
but  direct?  And  what  is  more  truth¬ 
ful  than  emphasizing  humanity’s 
need  for  just  and  loving  “horizon¬ 
tal”  relationships  with  one  another 
and  for  a  trusting  and  faithful  “ver¬ 
tical”  relationship  with  God? 

What  Ammirati  &  Puris  has  out¬ 
lined  is  not  only  a  new  sales  and 
sales-pitch  strategy  for  itself  and  its 
clients.  It  also  suggests  a  provoca¬ 
tive  and  promising  evangelization 
strategy  for  any  congregation  seri¬ 
ously  seeking  to  reach  out  more  ef¬ 
fectively  to  people  in  their  mid-40s 
and  younger. 

Put  those  phrases  before  the  next 
meeting  of  your  Sunday  school  class, 
Council  on  Ministries  or  Adminis¬ 
trative  Council,  and  ask:  What  are 
we  doing  in  this  congregation  to  help 
people  improve  their  lives  . . .  avoid 
harming  the  world  ...  be  more  di¬ 
rect  and  more  truthful? 

Our  answers  should  come  readily. 
If  not,  that  would  suggest  that  the 
force  behind  The  Ultimate  Driving 
Machine  knows  something  we 
should  but  don’t. 


Faith  forum 


AUGUST  10,  1990 


Here  I 

We  should  invite  people  to  accept  Christ 


After  a  sermon  that  emphasizes  the  importance  of  decision¬ 
making,  the  congregation  should  have  the  privilege  of  re¬ 
sponse  in  prayerful  moments  at  the  altar. 


By  FARRELL  D.  JENKINS 

I  listen  to  ministers  call  par¬ 
ents  to  the  altar  for  baptism  of 
their  infants.  I  hear  their  calls  to 
the  altar  for  participation  in  the 
Lord’s  Supper. 

But  I  don't  hear  a  definite  call 
for  commitments  to  Jesus  Christ 
as  personal  Savior. 

I  presume  I’m  overly  sentimen¬ 


tal  about  an  open  public  call  for 
conversion  and  consecration.  My 
reason  for  this  sentimentality  is 
that  I  was  converted  to  Christ  at 
the  altar  after  a  sermon  that  ap¬ 
pealed  for  people  to  do  something 
about  Jesus  Christ. 

The  hymns  didn’t  do  it.  The 
sermon  wasn’t  outstanding.  The 
friendly  personal  invitation  of 
my  Sunday  school  teacher  did  it. 


She  simply  asked,  “Farrell, 
would  you  like  to  receive  Christ 
as  your  Savior?” 

She  walked  beside  me  down  the 
church  aisle,  knelt  with  me  and 
prayed  for  me.  Her  prayers  and 
mine  were  answered.  The  child¬ 
hood  sins  of  a  12-year-old  lad 
were  confessed.  The  Holy  Spirit 
was  invited  into  my  life.  My 
Christian  faith-joumey  began. 

God’s  grace,  with  that  simple 
step,  became  real  as  it  has  on  in¬ 
numerable  occasions  since  that 
time.  That  altar  was  the  place  I 
nailed  down  the  first  stake  to  con¬ 
firm  that  I  meant  business  in  my 
relationship  with  a  loving  God. 

I  recognize  people  travel  many 
roads  toward  the  realization  of 
who  they  are  and  to  whom  they  be¬ 
long.  No  method  has  a  monopoly 
to  effect  positive  response  to  faith. 

I’m  simply  convinced  we  are 
negligent  in  the  use  of  the  altar  ap¬ 
peal  as  a  viable  means  for  evange¬ 
listic  recovery  in  the  local  church. 

After  listening  to  sermons  that 
emphasize  the  importance  of  de¬ 
cision-making,  the  congregation 
should  be  allowed  the  privilege 
of  response  in  prayerful  mo¬ 
ments  at  the  altar. 

Why  do  we  neglect  this  ele¬ 
mental  strategy  calling  for  defini¬ 
tive  action  in  response  to  the 
preached  word? 

In  practically  every  Sunday 
morning  order  of  worship,  I  see 
the  line  in  the  bulletin,  “TTie  Invi¬ 
tation  to  Christian  Discipleship.” 


" Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Farrell  D. 
Jenkins  is  a  retired  member  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  dou - 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length) 
to  " Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 

We  should  re-leam  to  use  it  or 
remove  it.  I  earnestly  urge  we  be¬ 
gin  to  use  it.  Why  miss  the  valu¬ 
able  opportunity  to  afford  the 
chance  for  a  person,  moved  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  to  publicly  ac¬ 
knowledge  his/her  need  for 
prayer  and  counseling  before  the 
people  of  God? 

Recalling  the  Apostle  Paul’s 
injunction  should  stir  us  back  to 
center.  He  wrote:  “I  have  become 
all  things  to  all  people  so  I  may 
save  some.”  His  “all  things”  in¬ 
cluded  public  appeals  for  his 
hearers  to  repent,  receive  the  for¬ 
giveness  of  sins  and  publicly  de¬ 
clare  their  choices  of  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior. 

Christ  pointedly  demanded, 
“Every  one  who  will  confess  me 
before  others,  I  also  will  confess 
before  my  Father  in  heaven.  But 
whoever  disowns  me  before  oth¬ 
ers,  I  also  will  disown  before  my 
Father  who  is  in  heaven.” 

Response  to  an  altar  call  is  only 
one  way  of  confessing  Christ,  but 
it  assuredly  is  one  way. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Not  accepting  miscarriage  liturgy  shows  cowardice 


Cowardice! 

That’s  the  only  response  I  have 
for  those  who  would  refuse  a  mis¬ 
carriage  liturgy  because  it  referred 
to  the  “child”  or  “infant”  that  was 
lost  (see  UMR,  July  27). 

The  purpose  of  this  liturgy  would 
be  to  replace  our  past  insensitivity 
to  the  couple  who  has  experienced 
the  painful  loss  of  miscarriage. 

I  wonder  how  comforting  a  ser¬ 
vice  stating  “our  sorrow  for  the  loss 
of  your  fetal  tissue”  would  be!  A 
service  full  of  euphemisms  referring 
to  one’s  “future  hopes,”  etc.  would 
ring  just  as  hollow. 

Those  who  would  request  such  a 
liturgy  have  felt  a  loss  of  great 
depth — the  loss  of  a  child,  although 
unbom.  To  pander  to  the  legalisms 
of  what  we  can  prove  is  life  begun  is 
to  return  to  not  serving  those  who 
have  miscarried. 

We  can’t  satisfy  everyone.  It  seems 
to  me  that  we  United  Methodists  go 
to  great  extremes  to  be  inclusive  and 
tolerant,  and  that  is  good. 

Yet  we  can’t  write  a  miscarriage 
liturgy  that  speaks  to  the  bereaved 
and  that  satisfies  those  who  don’t 
think  that  the  hurting  party  should 
feel  so  bad. 

Let  us  bravely  write  a  liturgy  that 
adequately  serves  those  in  pain. 
There  is  still  room  for  those  who 
disagree,  for  no  such  service  would 
be  forced  upon  anyone. 

A  meaningful  service  should  be 
available  for  those  who  feel  they 


need  one. 

Ursula  Smith 
Chesterfield,  Missouri 

Articles  are  'right  on' 

The  July  27  “Faithfully  yours”  by 
John  Lovelace  and  the  editorial 
were  “right  on”  the  mark  regarding 
what  is  taking  place  in  the  Southern 
Baptists’  ranks  in  the  United  States. 

Unfortunately,  it  seems  to  be 
happening  in  many  areas.  I  know  a 
“pure”  Calvinist  who  believes  this 
idea  of  containing  the  “truth”  as  he 
interprets  the  Bible. 

Timothy  H.  Folkomer 
Yeadon,  Pennsylvania 

We  should  help  Mandela 

This  letter  is  in  response  to  one 
headlined,  “Mandela  support  not¬ 
ed”  (see  UMR,  July  1 3). 

United  Methodists  should  be 
commended  for  their  support.  As  a 
part  of  the  body  of  Christ,  we’re 
both  organization  and  organism. 
We  must  make  a  statement  that 
apartheid  is  wrong  and  demonstrate 
that  conviction  by  our  support.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  isn’t  of 
such  a  little  mind  that  the  real  prob¬ 
lem  cannot  be  seen. 

Apartheid  in  South  Africa  is  an 
oppressive  situation,  and  for  us  to 
make  excuses  rather  than  act  to 
eliminate  that  system  would  be  a 
sin.  Matthew  25:31-46  is  clear 


about  what  we  must  do  for  Nelson 
Mandela. 

Alvin  R.  Hawkins 
Los  Angeles,  California 

Editorial  triggers  thought 

Your  July  13  editorial  regarding 
United  Methodists  being  shaped  by 
the  culture  around  us  triggered  an 
unexpected  knee-jerk  response  in  me. 

Serving  a  congregation  in  a  grow¬ 
ing  suburban  area,  I  constantly  hear 
the  statement,  “Growing  churches 
give  people  what  they  want;  it’s 
marketing.” 

Once  they  are  there.  I’m  told,  “then 
you  give  them  what  they  need,” 
which  feels  a  bit  schizophrenic. 

I  want  our  church  to  be  open  to 
new  people.  But  I  struggle  with  the 
concept  and  wonder  if  it  is  this  atti¬ 
tude  that  contributes  to  the 
church — as  well  as  individual  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists — being  shaped  by 
the  culture.  Is  there  also  another 
point  of  view  as  expressed  by  Dr. 
William  Schreiber  of  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology? 

He  says:  “The  belief  that  the  mar¬ 
ket  always  gives  the  right  answer  is 
a  kind  of  economic  religion  based 
on  faith,  not  reason.”  (That  point  of 
view  is  shared  by  K.  Patricia  Cross.) 
"But  the  point  is  that  only  a  dying 
and  unimaginative  industry  would 
attempt  to  base  its  future  on  con¬ 
sumer  demand. 

“Consumers  cannot  respond  be- 
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yond  their  experience.  Thus,  re¬ 
sponding  to  consumer  demand 
usually  means  getting  yesterday’s 
answers  to  tomorrow’s  questions.” 

Dwight  Haberman 
Burnsville,  Minnesota 

Apples,  oranges  mixed 

In  the  July  6  editorial  “Dealing 
with  dissension,”  it  seems  to  me 
that  you’ve  fallen  into  some  apples- 
and-oranges  thinking. 

The  sad  and  silly  intradenomina- 
tional  differences  we  Protestants  so 
often  indulge  in  are  hardly  on  the 
same  level  as  the  issue  before  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  which  is 
the  sacredness  of  human  life:  If  hu¬ 
man  life  is  sacred,  then  abortion  is 
the  denial  of  that  sacredness.  Hoo¬ 
ray  for  their  stand! 


The  Baptist  and  Presbyterian 
squabbles  scarcely  deal  with  such 
momentous  issues. 

Your  editorial  also  observes  that 
“Our  earliest  Christian  ancestors 
discovered  that  their  diversity  was 
an  amazing  source  of  spiritual  pow¬ 
er,  that  is,  a  rich  means  for  discern¬ 
ing  and  expressing  the  will  of  God.” 

Again,  the  writer  is  confusing  dif¬ 
ferences  of  denominational  opin¬ 
ion — the  Baptist  and  Presbyterian 
face-offs — with  differences  in  cul¬ 
ture — another  apples-and-oranges 
comparison. 

And  while  it’s  true  that  our  Chris¬ 
tian  ancestors  came  from  different 
cultural  backgrounds,  the  miracle  of 
Acts  2  is  that  in  spite  of  their  diver¬ 
sity — not  because  of  it — they  be¬ 
came  one  in  the  Spirit  and 
“declared  the  wonders  of  God.”  It’s 


time  we  began  to  do  the  same. 

For  if  the  church  is  going  to  make 
a  difference  in  the  world,  it  is  going 
to  have  to  be  different;  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  is  doing  a  lot  bet¬ 
ter  job  of  it  than  we  Protestants  are. 
Stepping  on  a  few  toes  just  might 
wake  us  up  to  what  really  matters. 
Even  Jesus  was  pretty  good  at  step¬ 
ping  on  toes. 

I  just  don’t  recall  Him  saying, 
“No  man  comes  to  the  Father  ex¬ 
cept  through  Me  . . .  but  I  wouldn’t 
dream  of  stifling  differing  points  of 
view.” 

Jim  Sweeney 
Dallas,  Texas 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


My  Witness 

O  Lord,  give  us  your  living  fire! 


By  JAIME  POTTER-MILLER 

I  wrote  the  following  poem  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  However,  [following]  this 
season  of  annual  conference  ses¬ 
sions,  I  submit  it ...  as  a  prayer  for 
our  denomination’s  future. 

A  Post-conference  Prayer 

No  doubt  the  Light  has  shined  on 
our  proceedings. 

But  light  alone  falls  short  of  what 
we’re  needing. 

Give  us  fire. 

Sufficient,  no  illumination  lacking. 
Flow  thoughts,  juxtapositions, 
logic's  trackings. 

But  we  need  fire. 

Fire,  not  just  inspiring  fresh  ideas; 
Fire,  not  merely  bnght’ning  this 
arena 

Where  words  are  strung  together 
with  precision — 


“Where  is  Nineveh  for  us  today? 
I  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  asking 
us  to  go  to  the  young  people  of  the 
world — one  half  of  the  population 
of  the  world  is  under  14  years  of 
age.  They  are  gulping  for  the  air  of 
life.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Richard 
B.  Wilke,  Arkansas  Area 
* *  *  * 

"The  capacity  for  ethical  behavior 
is  dependent  on  the  capacity  for  . . . 
self-questioning.  Virtually  all  the 
evil  in  this  world  is  committed  by 
people  who  are  absolutely  certain 
they  know  what  they  are  doing.” 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Jaime  Potter-Miller  is  the 
pastor  of  Dormont  United  Methodist 
Church,  Pittsburgh  (Western  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Annual  Conference). 


Syntax  and  tense  and  text  display 
cohesion 

Politely  keeping  berth  from  choice 
decision — 

O,  give  us  fire! 

Ignite  a  flame  that  kindles  in  our 
minds 

And  burns  the  rotting  wood; 

Mount  in  its  path 

A  holocaust  to  cool  sophistication. 

Fire  that  will  warm,  but  not  to 
warmth  confine, 

Fire  that  destroys,  consumes  and 
yields  to  wrath 

The  smallest  tinder-twig  of 
resignation. 

O  God.  Your  fire! 


— M.  Scott  Peck,  foreword,  “A 
Question  of  Values”  by  Hunter  Lew¬ 
is  (Harper  &  Row,  1990) 

*  *  * 

“It  doesn’t  matter  how  high  you 
fly  or  how  fast  you  fly,  if  you  don’t 
have  a  rendezvous  with  the  man  on 
the  cross,  then  you  are  going 
down.” 

— The  Rev.  William  H.  Hinson,  pas¬ 
tor,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Houston 

Hr  ★  * 

“Hell  stays  open  all  night  long.” 
— George  Jones,  country  and  west¬ 
ern  musician 


With  friction  of  the  word  and  wind 
entreat 

And  sear  with  fiery  tongue  and 
glowering  heat 

To  melt  our  will,  all  hard  and  ice- 
encrusted; 

To  forge  an  alloy  with  no  threat  of 
rusting 

Burnished  in  the  white-heat, 
flames  out-thrusting: 

Living  fire. 

No  sacrifice,  however,  erudite, 

Will  ever  be  consumed  by  only 
light. 

Give  us  fire. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Take  heed  to  yourselves;  if  your 
brother  sins,  rebuke  him;  and  if  he 
repents,  forgive  him;  and  if  he  sins 
against  you  seven  times  in  the  day 
and  turns  to  you  seven  times  and 
says,  ‘I  repent,’  you  must  forgive 
him.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Perse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  Corinthians  7:4) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  13 

Monday:  Psalms  106:4-12 
Tuesday:  Psalms  106:40-48 
Wednesday:  Exodus  14:1-18 
Thursday:  Exodus  14:19-31 
Friday:  Matthew  14:22-33 
Saturday:  Romans  9:1-5 
Sunday:  Romans  9:19-24 


What  others  are  saying 


I 
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Faith 


watch 


BISHOP  MAKES  APPEAL:  United 

Methodist  Bishop  Robert  C.  Morgan,  president 
of  the  church’s  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  joined  other  Protestant  and  Jewish  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  in  urging  Louisiana  Gov.  Charles 
Roemer  to  veto  legislation  that  would  have  se¬ 
verely  restricted  abortions  in  that  state.  Bishop 
Morgan,  who  heads  the  church’s  Jackson,  Miss., 
Area,  asked  Mr.  Roemer,  a  United  Methodist, 
to  block  the  bill  out  of  concern  for  “victims  of 
rape  and  incest.”  The  governor  did  veto  the  bill. 


MORE  QUAKE  AID  PLANNED: 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  is 
planning  to  send  another  $80,000  in  aid  to  the 
Philippines  to  help  with  recovery  from  the  July 
16  earthquake.  The  relief  committee  had  sent 
$10,000  to  the  United  Methodist  Central  Con¬ 
ference  in  the  Philippines  and  $8,000  to  Church 
World  Service.  At  the  end  of  July,  1,653  people 
were  confirmed  dead;  1,000  were  missing;  3,204 
were  seriously  injured;  and  1 10,000  were  home¬ 
less. 


STORY  RETRACTED:  a  disputed 

news  report  that  China  Christian  leader  Bishop 
K.  H.  Ting  had  been  demoted  and  restricted  as 
to  travel  (see  UMR,  Aug.  3)  has  been  retracted 
by  its  source.  News  Network  International  apol¬ 
ogized  for  “our  mistake”  of  trusting  a  source  in 
China  “who  has  proved  to  be  extremely  reliable 
and  trustworthy.”  The  report  was  first  called 
into  question  by  the  Rev.  Ewing  (Bud)  Carroll, 
head  of  the  China  desk  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


RELIGION  BILL  OFFERED:  The  Re¬ 
ligious  Freedom  Restoration  Act,  which  would 
restore  the  “compelling  interest”  test  in  free-ex- 
ercise-of-religion  cases,  has  been  introduced  in 
the  U  S.  House  of  Representatives.  “On  April 
1 7,  the  Supreme  Court  dealt  a  devastating  blow 
to  religious  freedom  in  the  United  States,"  said 
chief  sponsor  of  the  bill,  U.S.  Rep.  Stephen  J. 
Solarz,  D-N.Y.  He  was  referring  to  a  recent  case 
involving  the  religious  use  of  the  drug  peyote.  In 
that  case,  the  high  court  changed  how  it  histori¬ 
cally  had  handled  religious  cases.  It  ruled  that  a 
state  may  outlaw  aspects  of  a  religious  rite  with¬ 
out  proving  that  to  do  so  was  of  “compelling  in¬ 
terest"  to  the  state. 


AID  ASKED  FOR  CHILDREN: 

Some  1 50  religious  leaders,  representing  a  doz¬ 
en  faith  groups,  urged  world  governments  to  re¬ 
allocate  10  to  15  percent  of  their  military 
expenditures  to  child  development  programs. 
The  move,  they  said,  would  help  place  children 
at  the  top  of  national  agendas.  The  call  came  in 
a  declaration  adopted  at  the  end  of  a  recent  con¬ 
ference  at  Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
sponsored  by  the  World  Conference  on  Religion 
and  Peace  and  UNICEF.  Some  delegates  at  the 
meeting  spoke  in  hopeful  terms  of  a  new  era  in 
world  history  at  the  end  of  the  Cold  War.  The 
situation,  they  said,  presents  an  especially  op¬ 
portune  time  to  focus  on  the  needs  of  children. 

CONSULTANT  NOMINATED: 

A  United  Nations  consultant  with  extensive  ex¬ 
perience  working  with  the  poor  in  East  Africa 
and  the  Indian  Ocean  has  been  nominated  to 
direct  National  Council  of  Churches  programs 
in  relief  and  development  and  international  af¬ 
fairs.  She  is  Dr.  Lani  J.  Havens  of  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Fla.  If  confirmed  by  the  NCC’s  executive 
committee  in  September,  Dr.  Havens  would 
head  the  newly  organized  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  and  Witness  Unit.  Dr.  Havens  is  a  laywom- 
an  in  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
and  holds  a  Ph.D.  from  the  University  of  Wis¬ 
consin  in  behavior-environment  studies. 


BISHOP  FACES  CHARGE:  a  for¬ 
mal  charge  of  violating  church  policy  has  been 
filed  against  controversial  Episcopal  Bishop 
John  Spong  of  Newark,  N.J.  It  was  filed  by  the 
traditionalist  Prayer  Book  Society  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  which  claims  to  be  the  largest  organization 
of  laity  in  the  Episcopal  Church.  Bishop  Spong 
angered  a  number  of  fellow  bishops  late  last 
year  by  ordaining  a  practicing  homosexual  amid 
widespread  publicity.  In  theory,  the  charge 
could  lead  to  a  church  trial  in  the  House  of 
Bishops.  However,  procedural  questions  could 
lead  to  rejection  of  the  charge,  known  in  the 
church  as  a  presentment.  • 

POPE  WARNS  PRIESTS:  In  a  docu¬ 
ment  calling  for  a  “new  evangelization”  of  Lat¬ 
in  America,  Pope  John  Paul  II  has  again 
condemned  the  use  of  Marxist  thought  by  liber¬ 
ation  theologians  and  activist  Roman  Catholic 
priests  and  nuns.  The  pontiff  calls  on  church 
workers  to  defer  to  the  authority  of  local  bish¬ 
ops.  The  latest  papal  document  is  a  letter  ad¬ 
dressed  to  all  members  of  religious  orders  in 
Latin  America. 

2  PASTORS  RESIGN:  The  senior  and 
associate  pastors  of  one  of  Colorado's  largest 
churches  have  resigned  in  a  dispute  with  trust¬ 
ees.  The  Rev.  David  Bruce,  senior  pastor,  and 
the  Rev.  David  Beatty,  associate  pastor,  left 
Denver’s  Riverside  Baptist  Church.  The  dispute 
called  attention  to  the  congregation’s  unusual 
governing  system.  The  2,900-member  church  is 
the  only  Southern  Baptist  church  in  Colorado 
governed  by  a  board  of  trustees  rather  than  by 
the  full  congregation,  according  the  Rev. 
Charles  E.  Sharp,  a  state  Baptist  leader.  Some 
church  members,  who  supported  the  pastors, 
said  bylaws  might  be  revised  now  that  members 
know  the  power  trustees  had. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Verbal  exchanges 


mark  homosexuality  study 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO — Division  over  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  homosexuals  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  broke 
open  Aug.  5  among  members  of 
the  church’s  special  Committee 
to  Study  Homosexuality. 

The  27-member  committee 
had  covenanted  when  it  began  1 8 
months  ago  not  to  debate  various 
positions  until  it  finished  gather¬ 
ing  information  later  this  year. 
Its  written  report  is  expected  by 
September  1991. 

Expert  presentations 

But  at  its  fifth  meeting  Aug.  2- 
5,  convened  specifically  to  hear 
expert  scientific  and  medical 
views,  it  was  only  12  hours  after 
the  committee  heard  the  final  re¬ 
port  that  members’  strong  feel¬ 
ings — both  about  the  issue  and 
about  the  committee’s  process — 
emerged. 

An  exchange  between  William 
Kent  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and 
the  Rev.  David  Seamands  of 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  broke  the  dam  of 
concerns. 

Mr,  Kent,  a  United  Methodist 


layman  who  openly  acknowl¬ 
edges  that  he  is  gay  and  who  was 
added  to  the  committee  to  repre¬ 
sent  a  specific  viewpoint,  con¬ 
fronted  the  committee  during  a 
discussion  of  how  to  translate  the 
scientific  reports  it  received  into 
relevance  for  the  church. 

"The  more  I  sit  through  this 
process  the  more  frustrating  1 
find  it,”  Mr.  Kent  said. 

“Imagine  if  we  were  ’The 
Church  Committee  on  Blacks.’ 
Would  we  be  asking  if  it's  ‘patho¬ 
logical’  to  be  black?  What  about 
the  ranges  of  being  black?  Is  it 
normal  to  be  black?  What  does 
the  Bible  say  about  being  black? 

"That's  how  the  process  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  as  a  gay  man.” 

Dr.  Seamands,  a  longtime 
leader  among  the  church’s  evan¬ 
gelical  conservatives,  immediate¬ 
ly  challenged  what  he  called  Mr. 
Kent’s  “unproved  assumptions.” 

“Homosexuality  entails  behav¬ 
ior,"  Dr.  Seamands  said.  “Being 
black  or  being  a  woman  does  not.” 

Mr.  Kent  countered  that  ho¬ 
mosexuality — because  it  in¬ 
volves  perceptions  of  identity  as 
well  as  behavior — is  a  status,  just 


as  race  or  sex  is. 

“You're  mapping  off  a  portion 
of  my  status  when  you  map  off 
behavior,”  Mr.  Kent  asserted. 

Dr.  Seamands  responded; 
“The  Bible  maps  off  many  het¬ 
erosexual  practices,  and  that’s 
not  a  status  issue.” 

What  is  understanding? 

In  the  continuing  discussion 
Dr.  Seamands  was  asked  repeat¬ 
edly  by  others  on  the  committee 
to  explain  evangelical  United 
Methodists’  understanding  both 
on  the  authority  of  Scripture  and 
on  the  issue  of  homosexuality. 

As  that  discussion  continued, 
Dr.  James  Holsinger  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  complained  that  Dr. 
Seamands  was  “having  to  take 
on  all  comers."  Dr.  Holsinger,  a 
physician  and  lay  leader  of  the 
Virginia  Annual  Conference, 
said  he  shared  Mr.  Kent's  frus¬ 
tration  but  from  a  vastly  differ¬ 
ent  perspective. 

“I  believe  this  group  has  mar¬ 
ginalized  those  (like  Dr.  Semands 
and  Mr.  Kent)  who  hold  opin¬ 
ions  against  the  majority,”  said 
Dr,  Holsinger. 


The  Rev.  Tex  Sample,  profes¬ 
sor  of  ethics  at  UM-related  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo. .responded,  "David 
(Seamands)  hasn’t  ‘taken  on  all 
comers.’  We  turn  to  David  out  of 
respect  for  his  abilities  and  his 
graciousness.  He  has  a  very  ex¬ 
plicit  position.  His  position  is 
what’s  in  the  [United  Methodist 
Book  of]  ‘Discipline’. 

“That’s  not  a  marginalization. 
I  don’t  think  we  can  operate  if  we 
can’t  be  who  we  are.” 

After  lunch,  with  the  air  clear¬ 
er,  members  went  on  to  consider 
a  preliminary  report  outline  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wog- 
man,  professor  of  ethics  at 
UM-related  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  in  Washington. 

But  divisions  dogged  even  the 
discussion  about  whether  Dr. 
Wogman's  outline  could  repre¬ 
sent  all  points  of  view. 

Layman  Bill  Lux  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  said  he  would  like 
to  add  specifics  in  writing  about 
the  conservative  position — a  re¬ 
quest  that  Mr.  Kent  supported. 

Mr.  Kent  added,  “I  think  it’s 
kind  of  fuzzy-minded,  typically 


Methodist  thinking  to  believe  we 
can  come  up  with  a  consensus  re¬ 
port  when  we  have  such  differ¬ 
ences.” 

He  suggested  that  each  posi¬ 
tion  be  represented  in  a  separate 
report. 

But  Dr.  Wogman  said  that 
such  a  position  reflected  only  the 
unsatisfactory  debate  that  has 
gone  on  in  the  church  for  the  past 
1 5  years. 

“The  idea  was  that  in  creating 
this  committee  we  could  have  a 
deliberative  process  together — 
with  confrontation  occurring — to 
raise  the  kinds  of  questions  that 
might  foster  a  greater  growth  in 
the  church,”  Dr.  Wogaman  said. 

“I  plead  that  we  not  abandon 
the  idea  that  a  church  can  be  a 
consensus-causing  organization, 
even  though  that  consensus  may 
not  reflect  everything.  I  plead 
that  we  not  abandon  the  idea 
that  God  can  work  through  our 
thoughts  as  well  as  our  votes.” 

A  further  report  on  the  work  of 
the  Committee  to  Study  Homo¬ 
sexuality  will  appear  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  Reporter. 


National  gathering  finds  singles 
'mission  field'  for  every  church 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON— If  the  Cleavers 
of  “Leave  it  to  Beaver”  televi¬ 
sion  fame  are  your  idea  of  a  typi¬ 
cal  United  Methodist  family,  you 
are  not  alone. 

But  in  the  reality  of  1990,  said 
leaders  at  a  recent  denomination¬ 
wide  meeting,  Mrs.  Cleaver  would 
have  nearly  a  50-50  chance  of  be¬ 
ing  a  single  parent  with  a  full-time 
job  outside  the  home.  Beaver 
would  be  a  “latchkey  kid.” 

Does  the  reality  of  single  par¬ 
ents  and  single  adults  affect  your 
church?  Nearly  400  United 
Methodist  single  adults  and  their 
leaders  at  the  late-July  meeting 
in  Houston  said,  “Yes,” 

Brilliantly  clad  in  such  colors 
as  hot  pink,  red,  orange  or  blue- 
green,  they  appeared  ready  for 
fun  and  friendship. 

They  proved  equally  ready, 
though,  for  worship,  workshops 
and  speakers.  Bright  colors  not¬ 
withstanding,  they  were  prepared 
to  deal  with  some  dark  statistics. 

Single  population  grows 

Jerry  Jones,  publisher  of  church- 
related  resource  materials  for  sin¬ 
gles.  was  one  of  several  speakers 
who  provided  the  statistics. 

“Single  parent  homes  have 
doubled  since  1970,”  he  said.  “In 
the  United  States  today,  nearly 
half  the  families  are  in  single  par¬ 
ent  homes.  The  church  is  the  best 
institution  available  to  nurture 
these  families.” 

Single  parent  families  make  up 
the  poorest  segment  of  the  popu¬ 


lation,  he  continued. 

Although  the  divorce  rate  is 
dropping,  the  marriage  rate  is 
dropping  also,  he  said.  That 
means  fewer  will  remarry. 

The  population  is  aging,  Mr. 
Jones  noted.  Older  single  wom¬ 
en,  either  divorced  or  widowed, 
are  the  fastest  growing  group  in 
America.  Forty-three  percent  of 
all  older  Americans  are  single. 

"There  is  also  a  shortage  of 
older,  single  men,"  Mr.  Jones 
said.  This  news  elicited  groans 
and  grumbles  from  the  primarily 
female  audience  whose  median 
age  was  about  40. 

Given  such  facts,  singles  min¬ 
istry  is  here  to  stay,  Mr.  Jones 
contended.  "It  is  not  just  a  fad,” 
he  said. 

Singles  seek  'family' 

Singles  need  the  sense  of  fam¬ 
ily  and  the  network  of  support  a 
church  can  offer,  he  said.  More 
importantly,  he  said,  "People  are 
hungry  for  God  and  spiritual 
meaning  in  their  lives.” 

Churches  benefit  as  well,  Mr. 
Jones  said.  Church-sponsored 
programs  to  help  people  recover 
from  the  trauma  of  divorce  are 
proving  to  be  very  effective  door¬ 
ways  to  church  membership. 

Another  speaker  was  the  Rev. 
J.  Douglas  Morphis,  author  of 
the  book  "Divorce  Recovery." 
He  has  shepherded  more  than 
3,000  people  through  his  seven- 
week  seminar  on  that  topic,  and 
his  book  is  used  by  many  congre¬ 
gations  with  recovery  programs 
for  divorced  people. 


It  is  important,  Mr.  Morphis 
said,  for  people  to  know  that  “af¬ 
ter  the  death  of  a  marriage  there 
is  a  resurrection  and  a  possibility 
for  new  life.” 

Whether  single  by  divorce,  by 
death  or  by  choice,  some  confer¬ 
ence  participants  said  they  had 
experienced  rejection  in  some 
congregations. 

Vital  churches  greet  singles 

Nevertheless,  many  United 
Methodist  congregations  wel¬ 
come  singles,  and  most  vital  con¬ 
gregations  have  strong  singles 
ministries,  said  the  Rev.  Ezra 
Earl  Jones,  chief  executive  of  the 
denomination’s  General  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

“It  makes  a  difference  whether 
the  senior  pastor  thinks  singles 
ministry  is  important,"  he  said  as 
the  audience  cheered  and  ap¬ 
plauded. 

“Forty-five  percent  of  adults 
today  are  single.  Singleness  has 
to  be  a  priority  for  us  at  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  and  it  has 
to  be  for  the  whole  church.” 

Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Ar¬ 
kansas  Area)  said,  “Singles,  like  all 
adults,  hunger  for  intimacy,  value 
and  meaningful  work  in  life.  Our 
task  is  to  help  people  find  God,  to 
find  meaning  in  life  and  to  live  the 
abundant  life  in  Christ.” 

Mr.  Morphis  agreed. 

“We  are  not  saved  by  single¬ 
ness  or  by  being  married  or  by 
anything  else,”  he  said.  “Our 
wholeness  comes  from  our  rela¬ 
tionship  to  God — not  from  our 
relationship  with  others." 
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HOUSTON — Arlette  Hulsey  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  T.  J.  Ledet 
of  Lafayette,  La.,  take  a  chilly  whirl  on  the  ice  rink  during  a 
break  from  the  recent  gathering  of  United  Methodist  single 
adults  and  leaders.  The  first-ever  event  drew  nearly  400  parti¬ 
cipants  from  across  the  United  States. 


How  can  church  minister  to  growing  body  of  singles ? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

HOUSTON— Within  10  years, 
more  than  half  of  all  American 
adults  will  be  single. 

So  said  several  speakers  at  the 
recent  National  Gathering  of 
United  Methodist  Single  Adults 
and  Leaders. 

Those  speakers  included  the 
Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  which 
sponsored  the  event,  and  Jerry 
Jones,  publisher  of  resource  ma¬ 
terials  for  singles. 

Speakers,  leaders  of  singles  and 
participants  themselves  offered 
insights  and  answers  to  such 
questions  as: 

■  How  can  the  church  minister 


to  the  needs  of  this  large  body  of 
adults  who  are  widowed,  di¬ 
vorced  or  always  single? 

■  How  will  the  church  provide 
the  necessary  leadership  for  sin¬ 
gles  ministries? 

Three  overriding  concerns 
among  single  adults  were  identi¬ 
fied  during  plenary  sessions  and 
workshops;  spiritual,  financial 
and  emotional  well-being  of  their 
children  and  themselves. 

Here  are  some  suggested  ways 
to  meet  those  concerns: 

•f  Bible  study  groups. 

y  Programs,  such  a  support 
groups,  to  help  people  recover 
from  divorce. 

■C  Parenting  classes  for  singles. 

/  Lock-ins  for  children  of  sin¬ 
gle  parents  so  parents  can  have  a 


night  out. 

y  Weekly  potluck  suppers  fol¬ 
lowed  by  workshops  on  a  variety 
of  subjects,  such  as  auto  mechan¬ 
ics  for  women,  cooking  for  one 
person  and  financial  planning. 

y  Children’s  support  groups 
for  those  in  single-parent  homes. 

y  Nursery  service  for  ar” 
church  activity  in  which  singles 
are  involved. 

y  Food  pantry  for  the  use  of  fi¬ 
nancially  struggling  church  mem¬ 
bers  as  well  as  other  needy 
people  within  the  community. 

y  Discretionary  fund  to  help 
people  through  financial  crises. 

y  Singles  choirs — a  "wild  and 
wonderful  winner,”  according  to 
Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkan¬ 
sas  Area). 


y  Opportunities  for  mission 
work.  Jerry  Jones  said  67  percent 
of  singles  are  interested  in  mis¬ 
sion  work.  That  compares  with 
36  percent  of  married  people. 

y  Employment  services.  This 
activity  can  be  an  extremely  im¬ 
portant  ministry  to  those  who 
have  lost  a  job  or  to  those  who 
are  entering  the  job  market  for 
the  first  time,  speakers  said. 

“For  women  who  have  devoted 
their  time  and  life  to  the  children 
it  is  just  devastating  to  go  through 
a  divorce,”  said  Bishop  Wilke. 
“They  are  not  professionally 
ready — emotionally  or  in  terms  of 
training — for  the  job  market.” 

Singles  people  themselves  can 
lead  these  activities,  several 
speakers  said.  Leaders  will 


emerge  from  the  small  groups 
and  divorce  recovery  programs. 

In  addition,  a  wealth  of  counsel¬ 
ors  and  workshop  leaders  is  avail¬ 
able  in  almost  every  community 
through  schools,  counseling  cen¬ 
ters  and  other  professional  organi¬ 
zations,  they  said. 

Jerry  Jones  noted  that  older 
single  adults  can  be  mentors  to 
younger  ones.  A  single-parent 
home  can  benefit  in  many  ways 
from  the  experienced  advice  and 
care  of  a  senior  citizen,  he  said. 

As  part  of  the  national  gather¬ 
ing,  it  was  announced  that  a  new¬ 
ly  formed  nine-member  working 
committee  will  seek  to  develop  a 
national  organization  for  United 
Methodist  single  adults. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


UMs  voice  outrage  over  Liberian  atrocities 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  top  over¬ 
seas  missions  official  joined  a 
chorus  of  Christian  leaders  last 
week  in  demanding  an  end  to  hos¬ 
tilities  and  atrocities  in  Liberia. 

The  Rev.  Robert  J.  Harman, 
chief  executive  of  the  World  Pro¬ 
gram  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  missions  board,  sent  a 


letter  to  the  secretary  general  of 
the  United  Nations  insisting  upon 
action  in  the  West  African  nation. 

"The  massacre  of  hundreds  of 
civilians  in  the  St.  Peter's  Luther¬ 
an  Church  refugee  center  in  Mon¬ 
rovia,  Liberia,  on  July  30,  should 
be  the  last  travesty  of  inhumanity 
perpetrated  by  hostile  forces  in 
that  country,”  the  letter  said. 

He  listed  three  goals  that  he  said 
the  United  Nations  should  help 


Liberian  religious  leaders  achieve: 

1.  Assurance  of  protection  for 
innocent,  non-combatant  civil¬ 
ians  in  St.  Peter’s  and  other  cen¬ 
ters  officially  designated  as 
places  of  refuge  by  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Red  Cross. 

2.  An  immediate  cease-fire 
through  diplomatic  efforts  of  the 
Organization  of  African  Unity 
and  the  United  Nations. 

3.  Negotiations  under  interna¬ 


tional  supervision  leading  to  the 
establishment  of  self-governing 
rule,  allowing  for  the  full  partici¬ 
pation  of  all  citizens  and  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  society. 

St.  Peter’s  Lutheran  Church  is 
directly  across  the  street  from 
Nagbe  United  Methodist  Church 
and  refugee  center. 

The  Rev.  Julius  M.  Jefferson, 
another  executive  in  the  United 
Methodist  missions  board,  said  it 


wasn’t  known  if  refugees  at  the 
United  Methodist  center  in  Mon¬ 
rovia  had  been  harmed.  All  the 
board's  lines  of  communication 
into  Liberia  have  been  cut. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  area  coordina¬ 
tor  in  the  mission  board’s  Middle 
East,  Europe  and  Africa  office, 
said  it  also  wasn’t  known  if  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  Arthur  Ku- 
lah  (Liberia  Area)  was  still  in 
Liberia  or  if  he  was  unharmed. 
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STUDY  COSTS:  The  special  task  force 
studying  the  feasibility  of  moving  the  United 
Methodist  mission  board  wants  money  to  hire  a 
consultant.  The  15-member  panel  asked  the 
church  treasury  last  month  to  approve  the 
funds.  An  answer  is  expected  this  fall.  The  mon¬ 
ey  is  to  finance  a  study  comparing  current 
board  operating  costs  in  New  York  City  with 
what  the  agency  might  pay  in  other  selected  cit¬ 
ies.  The  task  force  is  to  report  its  findings  to  the 
1992  General  Conference. 

BISHOP  RECOGNIZED:  The  Bui 

garian  government  has  formally  recognized 
Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter  of  Zurich,  Switzer¬ 
land,  as  episcopal  leader  of  Bulgarian  United 
Methodists,  according  to  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  official,  Sue  Robinson.  A  gov¬ 
ernment-appointed  “bishop"  having  no  official 
ecclesiastical  standing  previously  had  been  recog¬ 
nized  as  the  church's  episcopal  leader.  Legal  rec¬ 
ognition  clears  the  way  for  United  Methodists  to 
reclaim  properties  seized  by  the  government  dur¬ 
ing  the  1940s,  including  a  large  church  in  Sofia 
and  a  former  Women’s  Division  school  in  Lo- 
vech,  Ms.  Robinson  said.  Bishop  Bolleter,  episco¬ 
pal  leader  for  United  Methodists  in  Central  and 
Southern  Europe,  visited  Bulgaria  in  July. 

NOMINEE  SELECTED:  Donald  L. 

Hayashi  of  Castro  Valley,  Calif.,  has  been  nomi¬ 
nated  as  an  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries.  If  elected  by  mail  ballot,  Mr.  Hayashi 
will  assume  his  new  duties  by  mid-September. 
Now  associate  director  of  the  Califomia-Nevada 
Annual  Conference,  he  would  fill  a  vacancy  cre¬ 
ated  by  the  March  9  death  of  C.  Leonard  Miller. 
GCOM  is  the  chief  program  coordinating  agency 
of  the  denomination. 

Compiled  from  news  service  and  staff  reports 


World  Methodist  group  to  meet  de  Klerk 


with  Mr.  Mandela’s  wife,  Winnie. 

Another  significant  change, 
Dr.  Hale  said,  is  the  key  role  in 
planning  this  year’s  meeting  by 
Bishop  Stanley  Mogoba,  presid¬ 
ing  bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Southern  Africa. 

Dr.  Hale  said  that  the  leader¬ 
ship  role  assigned  to  Bishop  Mo¬ 
goba  is  an  attempt  to  call  the 
South  African  Dresident’s  atten- 


By  )OHN  A.  LOVELACE 

Managing  Editor 

A  World  Methodist  Council 
delegation  is  going  on  a  “mission 
of  encouragement"  to  South  Af¬ 
rica,  culminating  with  a  private 
meeting  Aug.  28  with  that  na¬ 
tion's  president,  F.W.  de  Klerk. 

The  12-member  delegation  will 
be  headed  by  Bishop  Lawi 


Imathiu,  council  president  and 
head  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Kenya. 

The  meeting  will  be  the  second 
with  a  South  African  head  of  state 
in  less  than  three  years.  But,  said 
the  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Hale,  World 
Methodist  Council  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  "tremendous  changes"  have 
happened  since  the  November 
1987  meeting  with  former  Presi¬ 


dent  P.W.  Botha. 

Most  notable  among  those.  Dr. 
Hale  said,  was  Mr.  de  Klerk’s  re¬ 
lease  in  February  of  African  Na¬ 
tional  Congress  leader  Nelson 
Mandela  after  27  years  in  prison. 

The  World  Methodist  Council 
delegation  expects  to  meet  with 
Mr.  Mandela  Aug.  29,  one  day  af¬ 
ter  the  meeting  with  Mr.  de 
Klerk.  In  1987  the  delegation  met 


CONSTANTINOPLE — What  began  as  a  "courtesy  call"  be¬ 
came  much  more  recently  after  the  head  of  the  world's  Ortho¬ 
dox  churches.  Ecumenical  Patriarch,  His  All-Holiness  Dimitrios 
I,  told  a  World  Methodist  Council  delegation  that  he  considers 
the  time  ripe  to  move  toward  dialogue  between  Methodism 
and  the  Orthodox  churches. 

From  left,  first  row,  are  Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke,  Mrs.  Kenris 


PHOTO  COURTESY  WORLD  METHODIST  COUNCIL 

Carey,  the  Rev.  William  K.  Quick,  the  Rev.  Geoffrey  Wain- 
wright,  The  Ecumenical  Patriarch,  Bishop  William  R.  Cannon, 
the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  jr.,  the  Rev.  Maxie  D. 
Dunnam  and  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox. 

Second  row,  same  order,  are  the  Rev.  Norman  H.  Hicklin, 
Bishop  Monk  Bryan,  Bishop  L.  Bevel  Jones  III,  the  Rev.  Lawrence 
L.  Lacour,  the  Rev.  Ellsworth  Kalas  and  the  Rev.  Leander  Keck. 


tion  to  support  for  that  nation’s 
mixed-race  (80  percent  black,  20. 
percent  white)  Methodist  church 
by  the  entire  family  of  Method¬ 
ists  worldwide. 

United  Methodists  in  addition 
to  Dr.  Hale  in  the  delegation  are 
Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Boston 
Area);  the  Rev.  Norman  E. 
Dewire,  president,  Methodist 
Theological  School  in  Ohio;  and 
the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,; 
editor  and  general  manager  of  the ; 
United  Methodist  Reporter.  All  are : 
members  of  the  World  Methodist: 
Council  executive  committee. 

The  other  American  going  is 
Mrs.  Edith  Ming,  an  African  • 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
leader  from  New  Orleans  and 
president  of  the  World  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Methodist  Women. 

The  Rev.  Donald  English,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  British  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference,  and  Bishop  Imathiu 
round  out  the  non-South  African 
members  of  the  delegation. 

South  African  members  of  the 
group  besides  Bishop  Mogoba 
will  be  Bishop  Harold  B.  Senatle, 
presiding  bishop  of  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
South  Africa,  and  three  people  to 
be  named  by  Bishop  Mogoba 
from  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa. 

The  World  Methodist  Council 
represents  64  Methodist  denomi¬ 
nations  in  92  countries.  Those 
churches  serve  what  the  council 
calls  a  family  of  55  million. 


Local  congregations  sought 
as  global  mission  partners 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — In  any  one  year, 
only  5,000  of  about  37,000  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico  provide  di¬ 
rect  support  to  missionaries. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Harman,  chief 
executive  of  the  World  Division  of 
the  denomination’s  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  he  hopes  to  im¬ 
prove  that  statistic  with  a  new  proj¬ 
ect  called  “Global  Mission 
Partners.” 

The  demonstration  project,  ap¬ 
proved  by  division  directors  last 
spring,  will  focus  on  recruitment  of 
local  congregations. 

“We  will  go  to  those  churches  that 
have  the  best  potential,”  he  said. 

Elizabeth  Howard,  a  former  voting 
member  of  the  board’s  World  and 
Women’s  divisions,  recently  was 
named  project  director.  She  has  con¬ 
ducted  local  church  and  annual  con¬ 
ference  fund-raising  programs  for  the 
National  Division’s  Finance  and 
Field  Service  for  the  past  six  years. 

Global  Mission  Partners  comes  at 
a  time  when  the  World  Division  has 
no  more  reserve  funds  to  finance 
missionary  programs.  In  fact,  it  is 
expected  that  about  $1.5  million  for 
missionary  support  must  be  cut 
from  the  1991  budget,  according  to 
Mr.  Harman. 

Wilma  Roberts,  an  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  who  led  the  task  force 
that  created  the  project,  said  she  be¬ 
lieves  many  more  local  churches 
would  be  willing  to  give  to  mission 
but  “have  not  been  challenged  or 
have  not  seen  the  need.” 

To  provide  that  challenge,  the  proj¬ 


ect  aims  to  build  a  network  of  volun¬ 
teers  in  each  of  the  church’s  five 
jurisdictional  regions  in  the  U.S.  and 
enlist  the  support  of  congregations  al¬ 
ready  involved  in  mission.  Those 
churches  would  be  asked  to  increase 
their  own  support  as  well  as  share 
their  experiences  with  congregations 
that  are  not  involved. 

Communicating  opportunities  and 
rewards  of  mission — particularly 
through  personal  stories — will  be  a 
key  focus,  according  to  Ms.  Roberts. 

While  sending  U.S.  missionaries 
abroad  remains  important,  both 
Ms.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Harman  noted 
that  local  churches  should  be  edu¬ 
cated  about  the  increasing  need  for 
support  of  mission  personnel  who 
are  working  in  their  own  countries. 

Mr.  Hannan  pointed  out  that 
“the  missionary  role  has  changed. 
We  have  planted  churches  and  the 
churches  are  doing  fine.” 

Now,  the  goal  is  “to  assure  that 
local  church  leadership  is  strength¬ 
ened  and  able  to  participate  fully,” 
he  said. 

Global  Mission  Partners  will 
share  a  certain  profile:  commitment 
to  a  program  of  mission  education, 
including  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en;  service  to  the  local  community; 
100  percent  payment  of  apportion¬ 
ments;  support  for  Advance  Spe¬ 
cials  or  as  covenant  congregations 
and  support  for  national  persons-in- 
mission. 

During  1990-91,  three  confer¬ 
ences  in  each  jurisdiction  will  be 
targeted  for  the  project.  It  is  hoped 
that  all  conferences  will  make  some 
sort  of  mission  pledge  during  (he 
1993-96  quadrennium. 


News  of  the  church  today 


Missourians  raise  funds 
for  ailing  pastor 

United  Methodists  in  the  Missou¬ 
ri  West  Annual  Conference  have 
raised  nearly  $90,000  in  less  than 
two  weeks  to  aid  a  pastor  suffering 
from  cancer. 

The  Rev.  James  E.  McCombs, 
pastor  of  Camdenton  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  is  to  undergo  bone 
marrow  transplants  later  this  month 
to  treat  multiple  myeloma,  a  rare 
form  of  cancer. 

Because  the  transplants  are  con¬ 
sidered  experimental,  the  treatment 
isn’t  covered  by  the  conference’s 
health  insurance. 

Differing  opinions  found 
on  mission-board  location 

Nearly  three-fourths  of  United 
Methodist  missionaries  registered 
at  least  some  dissatisfaction  with 
New  York  as  the  site  of  the  church’s 
mission  board. 

But  a  similar  proportion  of  exec¬ 
utive  staff  members  at  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  said  the 


agency  could  serve  the  church  most 
effectively  from  New  York  City. 

Those  were  some  findings  of  a 
survey  conducted  this  summer  for 
the  special  task  force  studying  the 
feasibility  of  moving  the  mission 
board. 

Native  Americans  cite 
church  power  struggles 

“Overwhelming  bureaucracy" 
and  “power  struggles”  within  The 
United  Methodist  Church  continue 
to  thwart  ministries  serving  Native 
Americans. 

That’s  the  view  of  the  Rev.  Samu¬ 
el  Wynn,  a  Lumbee  and  executive 
director  of  the  Native  American  In¬ 
ternational  Caucus. 

Speaking  at  the  group’s  22nd  an¬ 
nual  meeting  in  Farmington,  N.M., 
Mr.  Wynn  said,  “The  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  has  appointed  a  Native 
American  bishop,  but  we  are  still 
overlooked  at  every  level  of  (United 
Methodist]  church  leadership.” 

An  estimated  29,000  Native 
Americans  belong  to  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations. 
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The  New  Revised 
Standard  Version  Bibles 
are  here  &  Cokesbury 
has  them! 
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Under  development  since  1973,  the  New 
Revised  Standard  Version  is  a  vital  and 
exciting  Bible  translation.  The  language  of 
Scripture  has  been  modernized,  based  on 
recent  archaeological  and  scientific  disco¬ 
veries  and  language  changes.  The  result  is 
greater  accuracy,  more  intelligible  English, 
improved  clarity,  and  more  natural  language 
that  is  easily  read  and  understood.  It  also  is  a 
more  “oral”  style,  more  suitable  for  reading 
aloud  in  public  worship.  Look  for  extra  savings 
on  many  editions  when  you  buy  6  or  more! 

The  NRSV  Translation  Provides: 

•  Greater  accuracy 

•  More  intelligible  English 

•  Improved  clarity 

•  More  natural  English 

•  Use  of  common  gender  words  as  intended 
in  ancient  manuscripts — but  not  an  "inclu¬ 
sive-language”  translation 

•  Improved  clarity  for  reading  aloud 

•  Broad  representation  of  scholarship 

Cokesbury  Bibles  Offer: 

•  High  quality  at  low  prices 

•  Variety  of  editions 

•  Fan-Tab  self-indexing  system 

•  Usable,  practical  features 

•  In-text  line  maps,  section  introductions, 
subheading  system,  and  cross  references 

•  Exclusive  Cokesbury  study  helps  and 
dictionary/concordance  (Gift  and  Award 
editions) 

•  Available  now! 


Cokesbury 

Book*  •  8ibl«*  •  Church  Supplto*  / 


Pew  Edition.  Bound  in  durable  Sturdite 
with  stained  page  edges.  57,,"  x  7V.  C08. 
Each,  *8.95 
6  or  more,  each,  $7.95 
CD0-232980.  Navy  blue 
C DO-232991.  Dark  red 
CD0-269998.  Bright  red 
CD0-268208.  Purple 

Gift  and  Award  Bible:  Regular  Edition. 

Bound  in  simulated  leather  with  gold  page 
edges.  51/,,"  x  7V.  C08.  Each,  *9.95 
6  or  more,  each,  *8.95 
CD0-277236.  Burgundy 
C DO-277247.  Black 
CD0-277258.  Blue 

With  Apocrypha.  C08.  Each,  *11.95 
6  or  more,  each,  *10.95 
C DO-277282.  Burgundy 
C DO-277305.  Black 
C DO-277293.  Blue 


New  Revised 
Standard  Version 


Gift  and  Award  Bible:  Bonded  Leather 
Edition.  An  attractive,  durable,  deluxe  gift 
edition  bound  in  Bonded  Leather — at  an 
unheard  of  low  price  of  less  than  $20!  57, 6"  x 
W.  C08.  Each,  $19.95 
CD0-277260.  Burgundy 
CDO-277271.  Black 


Classroom  Edition:  Paperback.  Full-color 

cover.  5716"  x  73/V'.  Cokesbury’s  lowest-priced 
NRSV  Bible!  C08 
C DO-2699 10.  Each,  $6.95 
6  or  more,  each,  $5.95 


Large-Print  Pew  Edition.  NRSV  Bible 
text  in  readable  lO'/’-point  type  size.  6"  x  9" 
with  Cross  and  Flame  logo  stamped  on 
cover.  C08.  Each.  $15.95 
6  or  more,  each,  $14.95 
CD0-269921.  Navy  blue 
C D0-269965.  Dark  red 
CD0-269943.  Bright  red 
C DO-269932.  Purple 

Large-Print  Bible:  Bonded  Leather.  6"  x 

9".  C08.  Each,  $29.95 
C DO-269908.  Navy  blue 
C D0-269885.  Dark  red 
C DO-269896.  Black 

Genuine  Leather.  Black.  With  ribbon 
marker  and  gift  box.  C08 
CD0-285362.  $44.95 


Gift  and  Award  Bible:  Genuine  Leather 
Edition  With  Apocrypha.  Bound  in  black 
pigskin  leather  with  ribbon  marker,  gold 
page  edges,  and  gift  box.  C08 
CD0-285351.  $34.95 

Lectern  Bible  With  Apocrypha:  Bonded 
Leather.  9'/*"  x  12V/.  C08. 

CDO-277316.  Black.  $89.95 


Satisfaction  guaranteed!  Prices  subject  to 
change.  Add  sales  tax  where  applicable.  For 
orders  up  to  S30,  add  $2  for  transportation;  up 
to  $40,  add  $2.50;  up  to  $80.00,  add  $3.60. 
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To  place  your  order,  or  for  more  information,  call  1-800-672-1789 
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'Weapons  of  the  Spirit'  tells  heroic  tale 

Villagers  risked  their  lives  to  save  Jews  in  World  War  II.  Survivor  asks,  'Why?' 


Above:  Jewish  and  Christian  youth  play  during  the  winter  of  1944  in 
Nazi-occupied  France  as  shown  in  "Weapons  of  the  Spirit,"  Pierre 
Sauvage's  feature  documentary  about  Le  Chambon,  France. 


Left:  Eve  Fleritier,  daughter  of  rescuers  of  Jews  during  the  Holo¬ 
caust,  holds  Jewish  enfant  Pierre  Sauvage  in  1944.  Her  parents  play 
an  important  role  in  "Weapons  of  the  Spirit." 


Reviewer  Thomas  H.  Goodhue,  of  Long  Island,  N.Y.,  recommends 
hree-thought  provoking  offerings  for  the  small  screen. 


31ood  Be  Shed.' 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

While  France’s  Vichy  govern¬ 
ment  was  busy  deporting  80,000 
Jews  to  Nazi  death  camps  during 
World  War  II,  the  people  of  one  vil¬ 
lage  risked  their  lives  to  rescue 
them. 

Years  later,  producer/director/ 
writer  Pierre  Sauvage  returned  to 
Le-Chambon-sur-Lignon,  the  vil¬ 
lage  that  sheltered  him  as  an  infant, 
to  ask  a  question  that  has  haunted 
him:  what  made  them  do  it? 

“Weapons  of  the  Spirit”  is  the 
very  personal  movie  resulting  from 
his  search. 

It  traces  Sauvage’s  own  odyssey 
as  a  Jew  and  probes  the  nature  of 
goodness.  The  result  is  a  work  more 
compelling  and  more  coherently 
presented  than  Philip  Hallie’s 
much-praised  book  “Lest  Innocent 


Sauvage  says,  “The  single  most 
striking  thing  about  these  people  is 
the  way  they  view  what  they  did  as 
being  absolutely  natural.” 

One  reason  that  heroism  came 
more  easily  to  these  villagers  than  it 
did  to  those  elsewhere  is  that  they 
are  descendants  of  the  Huguenots, 
French  Protestants  who  were  them¬ 
selves  persecuted  for  centuries. 

In  the  1930s  the  community  shel¬ 
tered  refugees  from  the  Spanish 
Civil  War.  When  Andre  Trocme 
could  not  find  a  pulpit  elsewhere 
because  of  his  unpopular  pacifist 
views,  the  church  in  Le  Chambon 
hired  him. 


When  France  capitulated  to  the 
Nazis,  Pastor  Trocme  urged  his  pa¬ 
rishioners  to  resist  evil  “with  weap¬ 
ons  of  the  Spirit.” 

When  Sauvage  asks  them  why 
they  took  enormous  risks  to  shelter 
strangers,  they  shrug  and  reply,  “It 
was  nothing,”  “We  helped  because 
they  needed  to  be  helped,”  and  “It 
was  just  the  right  thing  to  do.” 

“They  were,”  says  one  of  those 
rescued,  “the  most  solid  people  on 
earth.” 

The  quiet  heroism  of  Trocme’s 
congregation  soon  spread  to  others, 
including  Roman  Catholics  and  fun¬ 
damentalists.  Not  a  single  refugee 
was  turned  away.  Not  a  single  person 


in  Le  Chambon  was  betrayed. 

How  could  this  have  been  possi¬ 
ble  only  a  few  miles  from  Vichy 
headquarters?  Sauvage  speculates 
that  Vichy  police  were  drawn  into 
Le  Chambon 's  “conspiracy  of  kind¬ 
ness” — even  the  region  prefect, 
himself  descended  from  persecuted 
Protestants,  and  a  German  Wehr- 
macht  officer  whose  troops  were 
stationed  in  Le  Chambon. 

“Weapons  of  the  Spirit,”  which 
won  numerous  awards  in  its  brief 
theatrical  release,  is  now  available 
on  videotape.  The  film  is  still  mak¬ 
ing  the  rounds  at  local  libraries, 
campuses  and  congregations  where 
it  is  proving  to  be  a  powerful  dis- 
-  cussion-starter. 

Quietly  understated  and  powerful¬ 
ly  moving,  “Weapons  of ‘the  Spirit” 
is  an  inspiring,  illuminating  film.” 


Review: 


'America's  Defense  Monitor/  on  VISN  and  PBS, 
offers  action  and  a  different  look  at  defense 


Senior  producer  of  "America's  Defense  Monitor,"  (left)  Sandford 
Gottlieb,  is  shown  with  Rear  Admiral  Gene  La  Rocque  (Ret.),  host  of 
the  series. 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

The  collapse  of  communism  in 
Eastern  Europe  and  the  end  of  the 
Cold  War  have  given  the  United 
States  a  chance  to  rethink  how  it 
plans  for  its  defense. 

Those  who  live  in  communities 
which  may  be  affected  by  changes 
in  military  spending,  will  want  to 
know  what  is  happening  to  our  mili¬ 
tary  strategy. 

And  if  the  church  hopes  to  pro¬ 
mote  peace,  we  will  have  to  become 
much  better  informed  about  de¬ 
fense  issues. 

“America’s  Defense  Monitor,” 
which  can  be  seen  on  the  Vision  In¬ 
terfaith  Satellite  Network  on  Sun¬ 
days  at  1 1 :30  p.m.  EST  and  1 0  p.m. 
Pacific  Time,  Saturdays  at  1  a.m. 
EST  and  Tuesdays  at  2  a.m.  EST  as 
well  as  on  a  number  of  public  TV 
stations,  provides  precisely  the  sort 
of  information  and  analysis  that  the 
church  and  the  public  need. 

Produced  by  the  Center  for  De¬ 
fense  Information,  a  highly-respect¬ 
ed  Washington  think-tank  staffed 
by  retired  military  officers.  "Ameri¬ 
ca’s  Defense  Monitor”  offers  in- 
depth  coverage  of  topics  seldom  ex¬ 
amined  elsewhere  on  television.  A 


recent  episode  asked,  for  example, 
just  what  is  “national  security” 
anyway? 

Unlike  most  public  affairs  pro¬ 
grams  on  PBS,  this  half-hour  is 
filled  with  action  as  well  as  solid  in¬ 
formation.  In  addition  to  the  jets 
taking  off  and  marching  troops  you 
might  expect,  there  are  also  other 
striking  images  here. 

When  the  narration  is  about  calls 
to  shift  military  spending  to  educa¬ 
tion,  for  example,  the  camera  lin¬ 
gers  on  a  little  girl  on  a  playground. 
The  abstract  debate  suddenly  be¬ 
comes  more  concrete:  how  will  we 
pay  for  the  schooling  this  child  will 
soon  need? 

The  brass  at  the  Center  for  De¬ 
fense  Information  seem  to  have 
seen  so  much  waste  and  fraud  in  the 
Pentagon  and  among  military  con¬ 
tractors  that  they  are  inclined  to  be 
skeptical  of  nearly  all  current  poli¬ 
cies,  strategies  and  assumptions. 
They  are  inclined  to  support  efforts 
to  reform  and  re-shape  our  military 
establishment. 

But  in  addition  to  rounding  up  the 
usual  liberal  suspects  from  places 
such  as  the  Brookings  Institute,  the 
Center  for  Defense  Information 
also  presents  the  views  of  conserva¬ 


tives  such  as  Richard  Perle  and  De¬ 
fense  Secretary  Richard  Chaney. 

If  anything,  “America’s  Defense 
Monitor”  could  stand  to  be  more 
daring  and  more  iconoclastic.  We 
could  use  more  input,  for  example, 
from  female  military  experts  such 
as  Republican  Pat  Schroeder  of 
Colorado  and  from  neoliberals  such 
as  James  Fallows. 

And  why  not  ask  Roman  Catholic 


bishops  how  they  might  rewrite 
their  pastoral  letter  on  peace  in  light 
of  the  changes  in  Europe  and  the 
Soviet  Union? 

Theologian  Karl  Barth  claimed 
that  Christians  needed  to  read  both 
the  newspaper  and  the  Bible.  Perhaps 
today  he  might  say  that  the  followers 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace  need  both  the 
Scriptures  and  something  such  as 
"America’s  Defense  Monitor.” 


Review: 


Protestants 

By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

It  may  be  unusual  for  a  Protes¬ 
tant  pastor  to  recommend  that  you 
watch  a  television  program  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Jesuits,  but  this  re¬ 
viewer  happens  to  think  that  “Jesu¬ 
it  Journal”  is  a  great  new  TV  series. 

Other  denominations  could  learn 
a  great  deal  from  watching  this 
show.  “Jesuit  Journal”  manages  to 
be  both  low-key  and  lively  at  the 
same  time.  It  also  manages  to  be 
true  to  Catholicism  and  broadly 
ecumenical. 

To  begin  with,  there  are  none  of 
the  appeals  to  send  money  that  take 
up  much  of  the  televangelists’  time. 


could  learn  from  'Jesuit  Journal' 


As  soon  as  “Jesuit  Journal”  begins, 
viewers  are  reassured  that  they  are 
not  about  to  watch  a  televised  wor¬ 
ship  service,  a  nun  reciting  the  Ro¬ 
sary  or  a  preacher  who  spends  much 
of  his  air-time  attacking  his  adver¬ 
saries.  Father  Michael  Tueth,  is  an 
affable,  laid-back,  slightly  corny 
host  who  sets  the  tone  for  this  half- 
hour  program. 

Each  installment  of  “Jesuit  Jour¬ 
nal”  offers  such  varied  segments  as 
a  poem,  a  famous  theologian,  a 
sculptor  and  an  upbeat  report  on 
the  interfaith  housing  ministry 
Habitat  for  Humanity.  Father 
Tueth  pulls  together  the  parts  of 
each  episode  with  a  closing  thought 


and  a  challenge  to  live  out  our  faith 
in  our  daily  lives. 

This  reviewer  was  pleasantly  sur¬ 
prised  to  see  not  just  Jesuits  fea¬ 
tured  on  “Jesuit  Journal”  but  also  a 
wide  range  of  other  Catholics — and 
even  some  Protestants.  We  also  see 
a  refreshing  number  of  people  from 
the  Mid-West,  a  region  often  ig¬ 
nored  by  Hollywood  and  the  New 
York  media. 

The  show  is  inclusive  in  other 
ways,  too.  On  one  episode,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  we  hear  a  beautiful  “Gloria” 
before  we  realize  that  the  singer  is 
crippled. 

“Jesuit  Journal”  is  only  a  few 
months  old  but  is  already  available, 


its  producers  claim,  in  20  million 
homes.  It  is  carried  on  Vision  Inter- 
faith  Satellite  Network  on  Wednes¬ 
days  at  7  p.m.,  Thursdays  at  2  p.m., 
Fridays  at  10  a.m.  and  Tuesdays  at 
5:30  a.m.  EST. 

It  can  also  be  seen  on  the  Eternal 
World  Television  Network  and  the 
Catholic  Television  Network.  It  is 
broadcast  on  a  number  of  local  TV 
stations,  so  check  your  local  listings. 

The  Jesuit  motto  is  “find  God  in 
all  things,"  and  the  first  episode 
said  it  hoped  to  be  informative  and 
inspiring.  This  is  one  new  television 
show  that  is  living  up  to  its  initial 
promise,  and  the  promise  of  its 
creators. 


'Golden  calf'  found 
in  Canaanite  temple 


By  STEVE  RODAN 
Religious  News  Service 

ASHKELON,  Israel— An  an¬ 
cient  gold  and  silver  statue  of  a 
calf  that  resembles  the  description 
of  one  made  by  the  ancient  Israel¬ 
ites  in  the  book  of  Exodus  has 
been  found  in  the  ruins  of  a  Ca¬ 
naanite  temple  outside  this  city. 

The  artifact  found  by  a  team  of 
U.S.  archaeologists  measures  five 
inches  high  and  five  inches  long 
and  was  found  virtually  intact. 
One  of  the  animal’s  legs  was  de¬ 
tached,  but  scientists  reconnect¬ 
ed  the  limb. 

The  U.S.  team  said  the  calf 
was  the  first  such  ancient  replica 
ever  found.  “It  is  exactly  like  a 
year-old  calf  would  look,”  said 
Lawrence  Stager,  an  archaeology 
professor  at  Harvard  University 
and  head  of  the  team. 

Dr.  Stager  said  the  find  would 
add  to  the  knowledge  of  religious 
beliefs  of  the  ancient  Israelites. 

“I  think  this  (calf)  was  a  sym¬ 
bol  of  god  himself  or  the  image 
of  the  animal  on  which  the  deity 
stood,"  he  said. 

The  Bible,  in  the  book  of  Exo¬ 
dus,  tells  of  the  ancient  Israelites’ 
casting  a  gold  mold  of  a  calf  deity 
when  they  believed  their  leader 
Moses  had  died  on  Mount  Sinai. 
When  Moses  returned  with  the 
tablets  received  from  God  he  de¬ 
stroyed  the  calf  and  killed  those 
who  prayed  to  the  bovine. 

The  calf  statue  was  cast  in  two 
parts.  The  body  is  made  up  of  a 
copper  alloy  that  has  a  gold  col¬ 
or.  The  legs  and  head  are  covered 
with  silver  sheetmetal.  The  result 
is  a  replica  that  appears  part  gold 
and  part  silver. 


Dr.  Stager  said  the  calf  was 
found  inside  a  ceramic  cylinder 
and  dates  back  to  at  least  1550 
BCE,  the  most  prosperous  point 
in  the  Canaanite  period. 

The  statue  was  discovered  last 
month  during  excavations  of  a 
Canaanite  temple  in  a  national 
park  outside  Ashkelon,  in  a  room 
at  the  foot  of  the  temple’s  90-foot 
high  rampart. 

The  archaeological  team  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  temple,  composed 
of  four  rooms  and  a  courtyard, 
was  a  religious  site  outside  the 
ancient  city. 

Portraying  bovines  as  deities 
was  common  during  the  Canaan¬ 
ite  period,  according  to  Dr. 
Stager.  He  pointed  to  the  numer¬ 
ous  bull  figures  found  in  excava¬ 
tions  in  the  Holy  Land. 

“One  can  say  that  we  have  this 
practice  of  calf  images  being  part 
of  deities  going  back  to  the  sec¬ 
ond  millennium  (before  the  com¬ 
mon  era),”  he  said. 

The  Canaanites  portrayed 
their  god,  El,  as  standing  on  a 
bull,  while  ancient  Israelites  re¬ 
siding  in  the  north  also  saw  their 
god  as  a  bovine. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Southern 
Israelites  living  around  Jerusalem 
saw  their  deity  as  invisible,  said 
Dr.  Stager.  The  northern  kingdom 
was  destroyed  in  720  BCE. 

The  Harvard  archaeologist 
said  the  discovery  of  the  calf  vir¬ 
tually  assures  that  the  excavation 
project  at  Ashkelon  will  continue 
for  at  least  a  decade. 

The  project  is  being  funded  by 
Leon  Levy,  a  New  York  philan¬ 
thropist  interested  in  ancient  his¬ 
tory  who  was  in  Israel  during  the 
discovery  of  the  calf. 


Dear  Deborah 

High  school  reunion 
prompts  gift  questions 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  high  school  class  is  having  a 
45-year  reunion.  Class  members  are 
planning  a  surprise  gift  for  our  class 
adviser,  who  will  be  90  years  old. 
They  are  asking  for  $50  from  each 
of  us. 

I  just  don’t  have  that  kind  of 
money,  and  if  I  did,  I  would  ques¬ 
tion  the  stewardship  of  using  it  that 
way.  Is  it  un-Christian  to  refuse  to 
go  along? 

How  can  I  express  my  concerns 
without  making  it  look  like  I  am  re¬ 
jecting  the  adviser,  who  is  a  person 
I  deeply  respect  and  care  for? 

Cinda 

Dear  Cinda: 

You  do  have  a  thorny  problem.  I 
suggest  that  first  you  talk  with  some 
of  the  others  in  the  class  and  see  if 
they  have  reservations  about  this 
project,  too. 

Maybe  they  would  join  you  in  of¬ 
fering  an  alternative  proposal — a 
smaller  amount  from  each  or  per¬ 


haps  something  that  doesn't  cost 
money — like  a  memory  book  in 
which  each  person  shares  memories 
of  the  days  in  school. 

Something  like  that  would  have 
meaning  to  someone  her  age.  Or 
perhaps  set  up  a  rotation  schedule, 
and  each  one  write,  visit  or  call  her 
so  the  remembrance  lasts  six  months 
or  a  year. 

If  nothing  else  is  acceptable  to  the 
others,  then  I  suggest  you  write  the 
adviser  a  note  yourself  and  explain 
that  money  isn  7  the  only  way  to  ex¬ 
press  love  and  respect.  Share  your 
true  feelings  about  her  and  your  own 
fond  memories.  Certainly  you  have 
no  obligation  to  send  such  a  sum. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266-027S. 


History  of  Hymns— 
Cornet  player  converts 
dancehall  tune  into  hymn 


I  have  found  a  friend  in  Jesus:  he's 
everything  to  me. 

He  's  the  fairest  of  ten  thousand  to 
my  soul: 

The  Lily  of  the  Valley,  in  him 
alone  I  see 

All  I  need  to  cleanse  and  make  me 
fully  whole. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Will  Hays  began  work  for  “The 
Courier-Journal”  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
in  1868. 

For  30  years  he  wrote  a  daily  col¬ 
umn  containing  river  news,  gossip, 
witticisms  and  light  verse.  From  the 
1860s  through  the  Gay  Nineties,  he 
was  a  popular  figure  in  Louisville. 

The  minstrel  songs  he  wrote  were 
second  in  popularity  to  only  the 
minstrel  songs  of  Stephen  Collins 
Foster.  One  of  his  songs,  “The  Lit¬ 
tle  Old  Log  Cabin  Down  the  Lane,” 
written  in  1871,  strangely  and  with¬ 
out  his  knowledge  became  the  tune 
for  "The  Lily  of  the  Valley.” 

Charles  Fry,  owner  of  a  construc¬ 
tion  firm  in  Salisbury,  England, 
loved  to  play  the  comet.  He  taught 
his  sons  to  play  brass  instruments, 
and  the  four  of  them  became  the 
first  Salvation  Army  band  in  En¬ 
gland. 

In  1881,  Fry  heard  the  strains  of 
Will  Hays’s  minstrel  song  being 
played  in  a  dance  hall  in  London. 
The  singable  melody  stayed  in  his 
mind,  and  when  he  got  home,  he 


wrote  it  down. 

In  the  days  that  followed  he  wrote 
three  stanzas  for  the  tune,  each  end¬ 
ing  with  the  refrain  lines: 

He’s  the  Lily  of  the  Valley, 

The  Bright  and  Morning  Star. 

He  's  the  fairest  of  ten  thousand  to 

my  soul. 

Hays  died  in  Louisville  in  1907, 
and.  in  all  probability  never  knew 
that  a  comet  player  in  England  had 
converted  his  minstrel  song  to  a 
gospel  song  with  a  new  set  of  words. 

In  1982,  in  the  cloister  of  En¬ 
gland’s  Salisbury  Cathedral,  a 
plaque  was  erected  that  said: 

"To  commemorate  the  centenary 
of  the  promotion  to  Glory  of 
Charles  William  Fry,  first  bandmas¬ 
ter  of  the  Salvation  Army.  The  clar¬ 
ion  call  of  his  comet  sounded  in  the 
Market  Place,  Salisbury,  in  the  au¬ 
tumn  of  1878,  now  echoes  around 
the  world.” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Jesus  Is  All  the  World  to  Me" 


Where  two  or  three  ... 

With  open  minds 
And  trustful  hearts 
We  took  our  problems 
To  the  Lord, 
the  raveled  spool 
Of  well-meant  plans 
Soon  wound  securely 
To  His  accord. 

—ANGELA  GALL 


The  Uniting  Campus  Ministries  in  Louisiana 

Things  Are  Happening  With  Louisiana  Campus  Ministries 


Wesley  Foundation  at  Tech  Plays 
Vital  Role  in  Christian  Leadership 

The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Louisiana  Tech  in  Ruston  has  been  serving 
students  for  over  30  years. 

It  all  began  under  the  leadership  of  a  student.  Hazel  Lea  Nowell  Ailor, 
and  throughout  its  history,  has  been  strong  in  activating  student  Christian 
leadership.  It  continues  in  this  tradition  through  spiritual  development, 
fellowship  opportunities  and  witnessing  outreach.  This  year’s  student 
council  is  planning  a  wide-base  of  activities  and  opportunities  so  that 
others  might  have  a  place  to  develop  their  Christian  life  and  leadership 
skills.  Under  the  leadership  of  Alan  Rice,  President,  this  year  promises  to 
be  another  year  of  interesting  opportunities  through  Tuesday  Luncheon 
Fellowship,  Wednesday  night  specials,  Sunday  worship.  Community 
Outreach,  and  special  events. 


UM  Student  Loan 

The  United  Methodist  Student  Loan  is  available  to  students  at  state 
universities,  as  well  as  Methodist  supported  schools.  Scholarships  are 
available  through  Nashville. 

If  you  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  the  loan  or  scholarships, 
contact  the  campus  ministry  at  the  desired  school  for  applications  and 
assistance.  Undergraduates  may  borrow  $900  for  a  calendar  year, 
larger  amounts  are  available  for  graduate  students. 

Many  Louisiana  United  Methodists  have  taken  advantage  of  this 
low  interest  loan  which  is  Financed  by  United  Methodist  Student  Day 
Offering.  This  year  the  special  day  will  be  celebrated  November  25. 
United  Methodists  are  asked  to  give  generously  to  this  offering. 


Student  officers  work  through  a  planning  session. 


The  United  Methodist  Center: 
Tulane/Loyola 


Campus  Minister:  Rev.  John  M.  Higginbotham 
Location:  7102  Freret 

(504) 866-8681 
Hours:  M/F  9  a.m.-5  p.m. 

T/Th  9  a.m.-3  p.m. 

W  1  p.m.-5  p.m. 

'90-’91  Happenings: 

Open  House 
Beach  Party 
Growth  Groups 
Fall  Retreat 
Habitat 

TUMC  Readers 

And  a  Whole  Lot  More! 
Weekly  Fellowship  Dinner 
& 

Communion  Service 
Sunday  6  p.m. 


Faculty  Forum 
Work  Camp 
Spring  Retreat 
Interfaith 
Sharing 
UNICEF  Project 


Delgado  Lends  a 
Helping  Hand 

The  Tutoring/Enrichment  Program  is  designed  for  children  of  Delgado 
students.  Many  of  Delgado’s  students  work  all  day  and  attend  classes  at 
night.  As  a  result,  there  is  little  to  no  time  for  these  students  who  are 
parents  to  spend  with  their  children.  Therefore,  the  class  work  of  these 
students/parents  suffer  as  their  attention  is  divided.  Children  who  would 
normally  obtain  aid  with  their  homework  from  their  parents  tend  to 
perform  lower  than  their  potential  due  to  lack  of  help  with  their 
homework. 

Because  Delgado  cares  about  the  future  leaders  of  its  community,  this 
homework  assistance  program  has  been  set  up  for  Night  Division  students. 
This  program,  does  indeed,  provide  a  safe,  wholesome  study  environment 
for  the  child  while  the  parent  is  fulfilling  educational  dreams. 


Some  LSU  students  stop  to  take  a  rest  during  springbreak  trip  to 
Mexico  earlier  this  year. 


Have  You  Thought  About  the  Wesley  Foundation 

at  Southern  University? 


The  Wesley  Foundation  Invites  You  to: 

1 .  WORSHIP  with  us  each  Sunday  morning 

2.  TAKE  ADVANTAGE  of  the  many  occasions  to  stretch  your  mind  and 
dialogue  with  others  through: 

Seminars  Debates 

Workshops  Group  Discussions 

Retreats  Exchange  Experience 

Bible  Studies  Special  Studies 

Lectures  Tutorial  Sessions 

3.  ENGAGE  IN: 

Aerobics  Classes  (Mon.  &  Wed.) 

International  Student  Gatherings 
Pre-Seminary  Discussion  Groups 
Faculty  and  Employee  Programs 


Individual  and  Group  Service  Projects 
Social  Events 

4.  USE  THE: 

Parents’  Morning  Out  Program 
Parents’  Night  Out  Program 
Parents’  Exam  Week  Break 

(Let  us  watch  the  kids  while  you  study  ...  by  reservation  only) 

5.  USE  THE  EMERGENCY  ASSISTANCE  PROGRAM: 

Emergency  Food  Assistance  is  provided  in  conjunction  with  the 
Greater  Baton  Rouge  Area  Food  Bank  to  those  who  qualify. 
REFERRALS  are  also  made. 

6.  FIND  OUT  IF  YOU  QUALIFY  FOR  UMC  STUDENT  LOAN  AND 
SCHOLARSHIP  PROGRAMS 


NSU  Christmas  Party  1989. 


Faculty  enjoy  a  staff  luncheon  at  TUCM. 


Be  a  Partner  in  Campus 
Ministry  With: 


*  Grambling  State  University 
United  Campus  Ministry 
Rev.  Bennett  Smith 
P.  O.  Box  81 
Grambling,  LA  71245 
(318)274-2354 


*  Louisiana  Tech  University 
Wesley  Foundation 

Rev.  Carolyn  Volentine 
Tech  Station,  Box  3005 
Ruston,  LA  71272 
(318)  255-31  12 

*  Louisiana  State  University 
Baton  Rouge 

Uniting  Campus  Ministry 
Rev.  Randy  Nichols 
333  F.  Chimes  St. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
(504) 344-7695 


*  McNeese  State  University 
Wesley  Foundation 

Rev.  Wayne  Taylor 
501  E.  Sale 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70605 
(318)477-2191 

*  Northeast  University 
Wesley  Foundation 
Rev.  Jim  Wilson 

1 12  Delano  Dr. 

Monroe,  LA  71203 
(318)343-2944 


*  Northwestern  University 
Wesley  Foundation 
Rev.  Ryan  Norton 
P.  O.  Box  4285 
Natchitoches,  LA  71457 
(318)  352-2888 


*  Southeastern  University 
Wesley  Foundation 
Rev.  Gene  Finnell 
903  W.  Colorado 
Hammond,  LA  70401 
(504)  345-6175 


*  Southern  University 
Wesley  Foundation 
Rev.  Mary  Sloan  Baugh 
P.  O.  Box  11458 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70813 
(504) 778-0076 


*  Tulane  University 
United  Methodist  Center 
Rev.  John  Higginbotham 
7102  Freret 

New  Orleans,  LA  701 1 8 
(504)866-8681 


*  University  of  New  Orleans 
Southern  University  of  Law 
Orleans  and  Delgado  Jr. 
College 

Wesley  Campus  Ministry 
Rev.  Dale  Branch 
4128  Franklin  Ave. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70122 
(504)288-7880 

*  University  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana 

Wesley  United  Campus 
Ministry 
Rev.  Don  Ross 
238  General  Gardner 
Lafayette,  LA  70501 
(318)235-6073 


And  With  These 

United  Methodist-Related  Colleges 


*  Centenary  College 
Rev.  Robert  Ed  Taylor, 
Chaplain 
P.  O.  Box  41188 
Shreveport,  LA  71 134 
(318)  869-5281 


*  Dillard  University 
Dr.  Isaac  Bivins,  Chaplain 
2601  Gentilly  Blvd. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70 1 22 
(504)283-8822 
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Effective 

Christian  Education 
Produces  Vibrant 
Faith 


Editor's  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave.  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week’s  column  is 
written  by  Dr.  L.  Ray  Branton,  Shreveport  District  Superintendent. 

Exposure  to  effective  Christian  Education  produces  vibrant, 
mature  faith.  Lacking  such  exposure,  most  church  members  display  a 
shallow  faith.  This  conclusion  from  a  major  study  by  the  Search 
Institute  of  Minneapolis  underscores  the  critical  importance  of  high 
quality  Christian  Education  in  the  local  church. 

Here  are  a  few  suggestions  for  improving  Christian  Education  in 
your  church: 

1.  Sponsor  an  event  to  train  or  inspire  Sunday  School  teachers 
every  year.  Don’t  take  them  for  granted. 

2.  Start  at  least  one  new  Sunday  School  class.  New  classes 
invigorate  Sunday  Schools  and  reach  new  people  for  Christ. 

3.  Start  one  or  more  small  groups  for  intensive  Bible  study  and/or 
prayer.  A  small  group  meeting  at  another  time  than  Sunday 
morning  can  take  a  more  disciplined  approach  to  study  and 
prayer. 

4.  Organize  a  work  camp  or  other  hands-on  mission  project  in 
your  own  community  or  outside  it  (perhaps  in  a  third-world 
country).  Powerful  Christian  Education  comes  from  doing 
mission,  and  some  Christians  learn  only  by  this  means. 

5.  For  Confirmation,  identify  the  church’s  most  mature 
Christians  and  assign  one  confirmand  to  each.  Assign  them  to 
go  to  church  events  together,  read  and  discuss  a  gospel,  share  a 
service  project.  We  catch  the  faith  from  the  example  of  others. 
(From  “Resident  Aliens,  Hauerwas  And  Willimon”) 

Christian  Education  Sunday  is  next  Sunday,  August  26.  Receive 
the  special  offering  —  it  goes  to  train  Sunday  School  teachers  in  our 
Conference.  But  also  decide  to  make  plans  to  strengthen  the 
Christian  education  ministry  of  your  church.  Our  faith  depends  on  it. 


At  World  Methodist  Assembly 


'Godspell'  Performed  by  University  Youth 


The  Chapel  Choir  of  University 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge  was  on  tour  with  Stephen 
Schwartz’  musical  production 
“Godspell,”  July  6-18.  Under  the 
leadership  of  Esther  Socolofsky,  the 
choir  travelled  to  Lake  Junalaska 
World  Methodist  Assembly  near 
Asheville,  North  Carolina.  On 
Friday  evening,  July  13,  they 
performed  the  popular  musical 
based  on  the  Gospel  of  Matthew  for 
the  Jubilee  Jamboree  Youth 
Weekend  and  again  on  Sunday,  July 
15,  for  youth  attending  a  special 
youth  week.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
group  performed  this  elaborately 
staged  musical  for  approximately 
one  thousand  youth  from  all  over 
the  southeastern  United  States 
while  at  the  Methodist  Assembly. 

The  choir  also  presented  five 
other  “Godspell”  performances  as  a 


part  of  the  tour.  The  first  was  an 
open  dress  rehearsal  Saturday,  June 
30  at  University  Church.  The 
second  was  a  home  performance 
Sunday,  July  I,  also  at  University 
Church.  These  performances 
allowed  Baton  Rouge  residents  to 
see  the  separate  casts  which 
alternated  on  tour. 

The  remaining  tour  performances 
were  hosted  by  First  United 
Methodist  and  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Slidell;  First 
United  Methodist  in  Marietta, 
Georgia;  and  Trinity  United 
Methodist  in  Warner  Robins, 
Georgia. 

The  thirty-six  youth  comprising 
the  cast  of  “Godspell”  were 
accompanied  on  tour  by  parent  and 
youth  counselors.  Bill  Austin  served 
as  tour  director  for  the  group. 


Pictured  I.  to  r.  (back  row),  Vaughn  Meiners,  Ben  Fox,  Parker  Kilgore,  and 
Jennifer  Craig;  (seated)  Cynthia  Cottrill. 


Seminar  to  Assist  with  Critical  Challenge 


“Redeeming  the  City”  —  The 
Church  Organized  Against  Crack,  is 
a  seminar  which  will  take  place 
September  26-29,  1990  at  the 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington  DC.  This  conference, 
made  possible  by  funding  from  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  is  organized  by  The  United 
Methodist  Bishops’  Initiative  on 
Drugs  and  Violence,  along  with  the 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary. 


Speakers  for  the  four  day  event 
include  Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  leading  the 
Bishops’  Initiative  on  Drugs  and 
Violence  and  Rev.  Cecil  Williams, 
pastor  of  Glide  Memorial  UMC  in 
San  Francisco.  Others  include  Dr. 
Benjamin  Alicea,  Associate  Director 
for  Hispanic  Programs  at  the  Fund 
for  Theological  Education  in  New 
York  and  Dr.  Rebecca  Chopp, 
Associate  Professor  of  Systematic 
Theology  at  Candler  School  of 


Around  the  Conference 


Local  Youth  Recognized 

The  youth  of  Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  have  recently  received  special 
attention  from  the  local  media,  as  well  as  from  government  officials,  city, 
state,  and  even  nationwide.  The  youth  have  a  Harvest  of  Hope  Project  that 
entails  farming,  gleaning,  recycling,  and  a  general  conservation  theme. 
They  have  an  elaborate  slide  presentation  that  they  use  to  educate  others 
about  how  to  be  “Stewards  of  the  Earth”  and  how  to  help  the  needy  on  a 
local  basis.  Television  stations  have  accompanied  the  youth  to  26-Row 
Farm,  which  is  a  2-acre  plot  of  land  that  the  kids  plant,  care,  and  harvest 
for  local  soup  kitchens.  The  group  also  appeared  on  a  local  station’s  talk 
show  which  recently  aired.  Tom  Ed  McHugh,  Mayor  of  Baton  Rouge,  has 
awarded  the  group  with  a  Certificate  of  Appreciation  for  its  work  in  aiding 
the  homeless  of  Baton  Rouge.  Persons  interested  to  learn  more  about  this 
extraordinary  project,  may  contact  Beth  Love,  Youth  Director.  Rev.  Tim 
Lawson  is  pastor. 


Theology,  Emory  University  in 
Atlanta. 

Students  in  the  Master  of  Divinity 
(M.Div.)  program  may  apply  to  be 
part  of  this  already  existing  focus 
which  combines  special  academic 
preparation  with  intensive  work  in 
urban  internships. 

The  Conference  agenda  includes 
preparing  a  study  document, 
generated  by  the  participants 
themselves,  which  offers  a  new 
model  for  training  leaders  in  urban 
ministry. 

In  the  summer  of  1989.  the 
Council  of  Bishops  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  took  the  unusual 
step  of  assigning  Bishop  May, 
normally  the  presiding  Bishop  of 
the  Harrisburg  Area,  to  spearhead  a 
special  effort  of  “The  Bishops’ 
Initiative.”  In  making  this  move, 
the  Council  recognized  that  these 
two  inter-related  issues  present  a 
critical  challenge  to  the  physical 
and  spiritual  health  of  our  society. 

Bishop  May  commented  on  the 
Initiative  by  saying.  “The  problem 
of  drugs  and  violence  reaches  every 
home,  everywhere  in  the  country, 
but  it  is  most  evident  in  urban 
areas.  Consequently,  I  have 


challenged  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  to  work  closely  with  me 
to  help  develop  successful  models 
for  urban  ministry.”  The  Bishops’ 
work  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
.includes  a  “Demonstration 
Project"  involving  14  congregations 
engaged  in  ministry  directed  toward 
people  in  the  inner  city. 

Working  with  the  Bishop,  the 
Seminary  developed  a  three-part 
program  that  includes  this 
symposium  on  Redeeming  the  City 
and  the  Urban  Ministry  options  of 
two  of  the  Seminary’s  degree 
programs. 

Persons  interested  may  contact  Dr. 
Harold  Recinos,  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary.  4500  Massachusetts  Ave., 
NW,  Washington,  DC  20016.  Make 
checks  payable  to  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary.  Registration  includes  all 
conference  sessions,  materials,  a 
continental  breakfast  and  lunch  each 
day,  the  Friday  evening  dinner  and 
celebration. 

Rooms  have  been  reserved  at  the 
Days  Inn  on  Connecticut  Avenue 
NW  at  a  discount  rate,  providing 
reservations  are  made  prior  to 
August  25.  (Please  mention 
“REDEEMING  THE  CITY”). 


Clinical  Pastoral  Training  Offered 


Pictured  are;  (back  row)  I.  to  r.,  Mayor  McHugh,  Noel  Badon,  Beth  Love, 
Ellen  Soskin,  Ev  Auster,  Debbie  Soskin,  and  Mayor  Pro-Tern,  Lynda  Imes. 
(Kneeling)  I.  to  r.,  Warren  Scott,  Ricky  Westman,  Susie  Soskin,  Stephen 
Carmena,  Knox  Wimberly,  and  Ross  Westman. 


Vs  _ 

Pictured  are  the  Church  School  children  of  Lasseigne  Memorial  UMC, 
LaPlace,  holding  blankets  placed  at  the  altar  on  a  special  Missions  Sunday. 
The  blankets  were  given  to  the  Methodist  Home  Hospital.  Lasseigne  has 
received  40  new  members  this  past  conference  year.  Dr.  Charles  Strong  is 
pastor. 


The  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Spiritual  Life  Rally  took  place  July  9-13. 
The  event,  which  was  held  at  Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas,  had 
as  its  theme:  "Prepare  Ye  the  Way."  Churches  from  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  included:  Bethany-New  Orleans,  Blackwater  and  Broadmoor- 
Baton  Rouge,  First-Crowley,  St.  Paul's  and  First-Monroe,  McGuire-West 
Monroe,  First-Minden,  Nolley-Jena,  and  St.  Luke's-Shreveport. 


A  basic  course  in  Clinical 
Pastoral  Training  entitled  “Clinical 
Marriage  and  Family  Counseling” 
will  be  offered  at  Central  Louisiana 
State  Hospital  beginning  Monday, 
August  20.  1990.  according  to 
Chaplain  W.  Carlton  Vance, 
Director  of  the  Clinical  Pastoral 
Training  Program.  Students  can 
earn  two  hours  of  Seminary  credit 
with  the  completion  of  this  course. 
Continuing  Education  Credit  is  also 
offered. 

Carroll  B.  Freeman,  Ed.D., 
Professor  of  Psychology  and 
Counseling  at  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  is  on  the 
Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central  as 
Seminary  Consultant  and  will 
participate  in  some  of  the  seminars. 
Participants  will  have  the 


opportunity  to  attend  multi¬ 
disciplinary  staff  conferences  and 
group  therapies  in  addition  to 
scheduled  lectures  by  members  of 
the  professional  staff. 

Three  primary  objectives  of  this 
course  will  be:  (1)  to  help  the 
student  gain  an  understanding  of 
how  pastoral  care  is  practically 
applied  in  the  criticial  and  stressful 
periods  in  the  life  of  the  family,  (2) 
to  afford  the  student  an  opportunity 
to  acquire  a  higher  level  of  marriage 
and  family  counseling  skills  in  order 
to  help  families  increase  their  abilities 
to  “live  their  religion”  and  make  the 
relationship  more  mutually  satisfying; 
and  (3)  to  encourage  students  to  seek 
to  relate  and  apply  theological  and 
psychological  insights  in  coping  with 
marriage  and  family  situations. 


Saturday,  August  18,  The  Gospel 
Rhythm  Masters  will  make  an 
appearance  at  Rosedale  UMC  at  7 
p.m.  Refreshments  will  be  served. 
Rev.  Don  Gentry  is  pastor. 


The  first  Mount  Sequoyah  Golf 
Tournament  is  scheduled  for 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
September  4  and  5  at  Paradise 
Valley  Athletic  Club  in  Fayetteville. 
Dr.  Herman  Cook,  well  known 
Fellow  in  the  American  College  of 
Pastoral  Counselors,  and 
Supervisor  in  Clinical  Pastoral 
Education,  will  be  the  guest 
lecturer.  He  will  address  the 
gathering  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Wednesday  nights  on  “Developing 
Our  Ministry  as  Pastors,  Persons 
and  Pilgrims.”  Dr.  Cook  is  retired 
from  the  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference.  This  tournament  is  for 
clergy  and  laity.  For  further 
information  write,  call  or  FAX 
“GOLF,”  Mount  Sequoyah,  150 
NW  Skyline  Drive,  Fayetteville,  AR 
72701,  (501)  443-4531;  FAX:  (501) 
443-4569. 

*  *  * 

Dillard  University  has  received  a 
$50,000  grant  from  the  Alfred  P. 
Sloan  Foundation  to  expand  its  New 
Liberal  Arts  program  this  fall,  which 
institutes  an  interdisciplinary 
approach  to  education.  The  university 
implemented  its  program  three  years 


ago  with  a  $75,000  Sloan  Foundation 
grant,  teaching  students  the 
importance  of  all  disciplines  in 
education,  regardless  of  one’s  chosen 
field.  Students  exposed  to  the 
program  are  likely  to  increase  their 
quantitative  reasoning  skills,  improve 
their  computer  literacy  and  become 
more  interested  in  social  issues, 
explained  Dr.  Winona  Somervill, 
program  director.  “The  grant  has 
been  the  impetus  for  an  even  greater 
emphasis  on  “liberal  arts,”  consistent 
with  the  original  meaning  of 
‘university,’  the  study  of  universal 
knowledge,”  Dr.  Somervill  said.  “We 
believe  that  the  New  Liberal  Arts  is 
one  of  the  best  approaches  to 
teaching.” 


Wesley  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

hosted  its  1990  Revival  August  5 
through  August  8.  Sunday  consisted 
of  a  communion  service,  a  fellowship 
dinner  at  the  church,  and  the  revival 
service.  Monday  through  Wednesday 
included  a  devotional,  along  with 
congregational  singing  and  the  revival 
service.  Guest  preacher  for  the 
event  was  Rev.  James  D.  Phillips. 
Rev.  Phillips  is  a  native  of  Houston 
and  currently  serves  as  pastor  of  St. 
Andrews  UMC  in  Killeen,  Texas. 
He  has  served  on  a  variety  of 
church  boards  and  agencies,  and 
most  recently  is  a  graduate  of  the 
1990  Academy  for  Preaching  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Rev.  Freddie  C.  Henderson  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Wesley. 


In  Memoriam 


Allean  Jennings,  wife  of  retired  minister.  Rev.  Lee  Calley  Jennings, 
died  July  1 8,  1 990.  Mrs.  Jennings  was  86  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Mamye  C.  Wade,  wife  of  Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Wade  Jr.,  associate 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  died  July 
30,  1 990.  Mrs.  Wade  was  6 1  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


Philippine  Earthquake  Relief 

The  Philippine  earthquake  of  a  few  weeks  ago  left  over  1000  people  dead 
and  many  more  injured  and  homeless.  Dean  Hancock  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  Projects  Division  has  assessed  the 
damage. 

Of  special  interest  to  those  of  us  in  Louisiana  is  the  fact  that  Rev.  Ray 
Holt  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  served  as  missionaries  in  the  area  which  was 
so  severely  affected.  Rev.  Holt  reported  that  the  Wesleyan  University  was 
almost  totally  destroyed. 

UMCOR  has  set  up  a  fund  for  the  relief  efforts.  Donations  to  aid  in  the 
relief  of  the  earthquake  victims  can  be  made  payable  to  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  identifying  the  Advance  Special  number:  UMCOR 
240-225.  Checks  may  be  sent  to  the  Conference  Treasurer  at  527  North 
Boulevard.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 
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Relic  buttresses  subtle  truth 


A  recent  archaeological  “find” 
may  seem  at  first  to  have  little  rele¬ 
vance  to  20th-century  Christians. 

It's  a  small,  gotd-and-silver  col¬ 
ored  calf  unearthed  by  archaeolo¬ 
gists  among  the  ruins  of  a 
Canaanite  temple  in  Israel. 

According  to  Dr.  Lawrence  Stager 
of  Harvard  University,  who  led  the 
dig,  the  calf  figurine  is  the  first  such 
replica  ever  found.  Dr.  Stager  said 
it  was  either  an  ancient  deity  sym¬ 
bol  or  an  image  of  the  animal  on 
which  the  Canaanite  gods  were 
thought  to  stand. 

Sound  familiar?  It  should.  Exo¬ 
dus  32  tells  of  a  “golden  calf  that 
Moses  angrily  encountered  when  he 
descended  from  Mount  Sinai. 

Viewed  in  isolation,  discovery  of 
an  item  linked  to  an  ancient  biblical 
story  is  interesting  but  not  necessar¬ 
ily  important. 

But  viewed  in  combination  with 
numerous  other  archaeological  finds 
during  the  past  50  years — for  exam¬ 
ple,  the  famous  “walls  of  Jericho,” 
the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls,  etc. — a  subtle 
but  often  minimized  truth  about  the 
Bible  is  reinforced. 

That  truth:  The  Bible’s  witness 
more  often  than  not  is  rooted  in  ac¬ 
tual  historical  reality  experienced 
by  flesh-and-blood  people. 

Secular  critics  and  even  some  “en¬ 
lightened”  Christian  interpreters  have 
claimed  that  the  Bible  is  mostly  a  col¬ 
lection  of  folk  tales  and  borrowed 
teachings  having  little  historical  basis. 

But  scientific  evidence  is  mount¬ 


ing  that  the  Bible  is  a  much  more 
accurate  and  detailed  historical  rec¬ 
ord  than  even  some  believers  previ¬ 
ously  assumed. 

The  “golden  calf  finding,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  gives  solid  evidence  that  the 
Old  Testament  story  of  Moses  on 
Mount  Sinai  receiving  God’s  com¬ 
mandments  is  a  factually-based  ac¬ 
count  of  a  long-ago  situation. 

To  biblical  critics  and  doubters 
we  say,  “Think  again.” 

The  Bible  is  not  primarily  a  history 
book  nor  a  science  text,  and  it  should 
never  be  represented  as  such. 

As  experienced  by  generations  of 
Christians,  however,  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments  contain  reliable 
witnesses  to  the  transforming  pres¬ 
ence  and  power  of  God  by  real  peo¬ 
ple  who  lived  in  the  “real  world.” 

At  least  two  practical  implica¬ 
tions  for  modem  Christians  flow 
from  that  basic  truth: 

■  The  Bible  is  a  living  legacy  from 
our  spiritual  ancestors  inviting  us  to 
make  their  stories  our  stories,  that  is, 
to  identify  with  and  learn  from  their 
experience.  People  who  do  so  in¬ 
variably  discover  that  life  viewed 
and  lived  biblically  acquires  deep¬ 
ened  meaning  and  purpose. 

■  Our  reading  of  the  Bible  should 
begin  with  the  assumption  that  it  is 
"true,"  that  is,  a  trustworthy  account 
of  how  other  people  have  experi¬ 
enced  God  at  work  in  their  lives. 
Such  trust  prepares  us  to  perceive 
and  respond  to  the  reality  that  God 
also  is  at  work  in  our  lives. 


Archaeological  finds  during  the  past  50  years,  such  as  these  ancient 
Israelite  fortifications  in  Jerusalem  dating  from  the  seventh  century 
B.C.,  reinforce  a  subtle  but  often  minimized  truth  about  the  Bible. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Let  Baptists  handle 


matters  their  way 


I  was  surprised  at  your  July  27  edi¬ 
torial,  “Baptist  fiasco:  We  all  lose.” 

Isn’t  it  possible  for  the  press  to 
also  disagree  without  being  dis¬ 
agreeable? 

I'm  not  a  Baptist,  but  I  do  respect 
the  right  of  Baptists  to  express  them¬ 
selves  anyway  they  want  when  it 
represents  the  will  of  the  majority. 

One  must  believe  that  the  elected 
officials  do  represent  the  major¬ 
ity — and  obviously  the  reporting 
didn’t  represent  the  views  of  the 
majority. 

Aren’t  the  words,  "scrupulous  ob¬ 
jectivity,”  “balanced  coverage,”  “nar¬ 
row  view  of  Scripture,”  etc.,  not 
"light-giving”  statements  of  truth  but 
instead  a  professional,  narrow,  liberal 
religious  view  of  the  events? 

If  the  offending  parties  were  pro¬ 
moting  their  own  brand  of  propa¬ 
ganda.  as  I  suspect,  then  their 
discharge  was  certainly  in  order. 

Our  prayers  should  be  with  the 
majority  of  Baptists  who  preserve 
for  themselves  the  will  to  read  the 
Bible  as  it  is  written  and  not  as  oth¬ 
ers  interpret  it. 

It  would  appear  that  your  preju¬ 
dices  are  peaking  through! 

Bryce  C.  Roby 
Tulsa.  Oklahoma 


Editorial,  column  hit 

Since  when  is  it  our  place  to  take 
sides  and  resort  to  name-calling  for 
other  churches? 

My  irritation  grew  as  I  read  the 
July  27  editorial  page  full  of  de¬ 
nouncement  of  the  actions  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

I  understand  that,  for  fellow 
members  of  the  church  press,  you 
praised  their  “integrity,  competence 
. . .  (and)  scrupulous  objectivity.” 

But  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  you  heaped  up  phrases  like 
“purge,”  “insatiable  desire  for  con¬ 
trol,”  “regrettable  example,”  "not 
caring  or  considering  (their)  actions,” 
“credibility  subject  to  deep  skepti¬ 
cism,”  “propaganda,”  “all  Christians 
are  losers  in  this  fiasco”  and  “a  shad¬ 
ow  cast  on  our  collective  witness  as 
Christians  by  the  lost  credibility  of 
(Southern  Baptist)  leadership.” 

Finally,  you  refuse  to  accept  the 
Southern  Baptist  action,  and  auda¬ 
ciously  hope  that,  “in  the  absence 
of  an  unfettered  Baptist  Press,  other 
means  of  . . .  reporting  soon  will 
emerge” 

Likewise,  John  Lovelace  termed 
their  action  "wreckage  . . .  conven¬ 
tionwide  carnage.”  He  called  the 


winning  conservatives  “arsonists,” 
and  styled  recent  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  actions  as  a  “house  fire.” 

His  irritation  that  the  convention 
instructed  its  editors  to  publish  a 
statement  “exactly  as  it  came  from 
the  head  office”  illustrates  the  crux 
of  the  problem:  Many  of  us  wish 
and  pray  for  control  of  the  advoca¬ 
cy  of  church  pronouncements  by 
the  church,  as  it  is  entitled  to  do. 

How  much  better  The  United 
Methodist  Church  would  be  if  the 
official  decisions  of  the  General 
Conference  guided  our  people  and 
publications. 

Rather  than  throttling  the  press, 
as  you  assume,  following  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  General  Conference 
would  provide  advocacy  of  the 
carefully  wrought  positions  of  the 
church. 

For  years  they  have  been  liberal. 
Now  when  conservatives  win  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  they 
are  entitled  to  their  advocacy. 

Frank  Warden 
El  Paso,  Arkansas 

Mandela  fund  explained 

I  would  like  to  correct  some  im¬ 
pressions  concerning  Nelson  Man¬ 


dela’s  visit  to  New  York  and  the 
contributions  given  for  the  Mandela 
Freedom  Fund  (see  UMR,  June  29). 

First,  The  United  Methodist 
Church  did  not  give  $200,000  to  the 
reconciliation  fund.  Our  church  was 
asked  to  give  $20,000.  The  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  also  has 
received  a  request  from  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Southern  Africa,  which- 
makes  similar  requests  for  the  needs 
of  children  and  refugees. 

Other  churches  have  already  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  initial  appeal  from 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 
The  Reporter’s  story  correctly  stat¬ 
ed  that  United  Methodists  joined 
with  “members  of  other  religious 
groups  to  greet  Mr.  Mandela  in 
New  York  June  21  and  presented 
him  a  check  for  $200,000  for  the 
Mandela  Freedom  Fund.” 

While  United  Methodists  leaders 
were  present,  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  certainly  didn’t  give 
$200,000  or  any  part  of  it,  as  reader 
Pauline  Benson  concluded  (see 
UMR  letters,  July  13). 

Our  church  has  not  at  this  point 
contributed  to  the  reconciliation 
fund. 

Betty  Thompson 
New  York,  New  York 


Faithfully  yours 


Youth  Sunday's  risks 


Does  any  special-day  church  ser¬ 
vice  carry  greater  uncertainties  or 
more  potential 
life-changing  bene¬ 
fits  than  Youth 
Sunday? 

Based  on  a  re¬ 
cent  worship  expe¬ 
rience.  I  think  not. 

The  uncertain¬ 
ties  are  associated, 
of  course,  with  the  combination  of 
the  awkwardnesses  of  youths  and 
their  relative  immaturity  in  the 
faith. 

So  the  young  man  whose  voice  is 
changing — sometimes  high,  some¬ 
times  low,  sometimes  broken — is 
assigned  to  read  the  Scripture  text 
for  the  dav 


Let’s  say  it  is  Exodus  1 6:9-2 1 ,  not 
exactly  on  most  people's  “10  most  fa¬ 
miliar  passages”  list.  But  he  grips  the 
sides  of  the  pulpit,  stares  unrelenting¬ 
ly  at  the  printed  page  and  almost  pal¬ 
pably  breathes  a  sigh  of  relief  at  the 
end  of  the  assigned  reading. 

Or  the  young  lady  with  the  sweet 
voice,  eminently  suitable  for  singing 
in  the  shower  at  home  or  around 
the  fire  at  church  camp,  is  designat¬ 
ed  as  the  Sunday  morning  “big  ser¬ 
vice”  soloist. 

Her  stage  fright  is  so  apparent 
that  an  adult  experienced  in  such 
things  feels  an  urge  to  rush  to  her 
side  with  a  supportive  hug.  But  she 
summons  courage  she  likely  didn't 
know  she  had  and  convincingly  de¬ 
livers  the  message  in  song. 


John  Lovelace 
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are  well  worth  taking 


And  if  it’s  Communion  Sunday,  as 
it  was  on  the  Youth  Sunday  I  recent¬ 
ly  attended,  the  young  minister  relies 
on  the  parishioners  he  knows  best — 
the  church  youths — to  help  serve  the 
elements.  Given  all  the  opportunities 
for  spillage  as  awkward  feet  tread  un¬ 
familiar  territory  along  the  commu¬ 
nion  rail,  the  sacrament  proceeds 
with  reverence  and  meaning. 

Ten  years  from  now  where  will 
that  young  man  be?  In  seminary? 
Serving  a  student  charge?  Marrying 
and  burying  people?  Or  will  he  be 
applying  his  Christian  faith  in  the 
secular  work  place? 

Where  will  the  young  lady  be?  In 
seminary?  Completing  a  doctorate 
in  pastoral  psychology?  Preparing 
for  a  lifetime  on  the  teacher’s  side 
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of  the  lectern? 

Could  be.  All  I  know  is  that  these 
Youth  Sunday  leaders  are  almost 
sure  never  to  forget  the  day  they 
were  worship  leaders.  The  risks  are 
worth  taking,  because  these  young 
folks  are  the  only  sure  thing  the 
church  of  the  future  has  going  for  it. 

—IOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Mr.  Lovelace  is  managing  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

’’What  causes  wars,  and  what 
causes  fightings  among  you?  Is  it 
not  your  passions  that  are  at  war  in 
your  members?”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Luke  17:3,4) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  20 

Monday':  Psalms  78:1-3,  10-20 
Tuesday:  Psalms  78:56-72 
Wednesday:  Exodus  16:2-15 
Thursday:  Matthew  15:1-20 
Triday:  Matthew  15:21-28 
Saturday:  Romans  11:13-16 
Sunday:  Romans  1 1:25-32 
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My  Witness 

God  answers  our  prayers 
through  the  love  of  others 


By  REBECCA  SMATHERS 

During  my  freshmen  year  at  Waco 
(Texas)  High  School,  I  thought  I  had 
pulled  my  leg  muscles.  I  kept  busy  in 
school,  but  when  walking  became 
more  difficult  and  my  limbs  more 
numb,  I  was  limited. 

I  avoided  softball  and  golf  prac¬ 
tice  and  detested  play  rehearsals. 
My  mom  finally  took  me  to  the  doc¬ 
tor.  Later  that  same  day  I  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  hospital. 

The  doctors  thought  I  suffered 
from  Guillain  Barre  Syndrome,  a 
rare  condition  in  which  a  virus  at¬ 
tacks  the  peripheral  nerves  causing 
muscle  paralysis  in  all  of  the  motor 
functions  of  the  body.  To  confirm 
their  hypothesis,  they  performed  a 
spinal  tap. 

I  had  heard  of  spinal  taps  before. 
The  thought  of  a  needle  inserted 
into  my  spinal  cord  was  not  a  pleas¬ 
ant  one.  I  always  wondered  why  I 
didn’t  cry  during  the  tap,  but  some¬ 
how  I  think  it  had  to  do  with  know¬ 
ing  my  family  was  praying  for  me.  I 
kept  repeating  in  my  head,  “I  can 
do  all  things  through  Jesus  Christ 
who  strengthens  me.” 

The  spinal  tap  was  positive 

The  tap  was  positive.  Because  of 
the  rarity  of  Guillain  Barre  Syn¬ 
drome,  the  doctors  could  only  esti¬ 
mate  the  progress  of  my  condition. 
They  treated  me  with  steroids  and 
cortizones  along  with  passive  physical 
therapy.  However,  my  condition 
worsened,  and  my  muscles  weakened. 
The  syndrome  spread,  and  I  could  no 
longer  sit  upright  in  bed  by  myself. 

Although  I  weakened  physically, 
my  spirits  strengthened  because  of 
the  love  of  family  and  friends.  Daily 
I  received  phone  calls,  letters,  cards 
and  flowers  from  friends  and  fam¬ 
ily.  My  room  was  crowded  with 
friends  everyday. 

It  was  amazing  to  see  such  a  vast 
amount  of  love  for  others  in  one 
room.  People  came  to  visit  me,  my 
family  and  one  another.  It  was  a 
time  for  fellowship  and  support,  not 
only  for  me,  but  also  for  my  family 
and  friends. 

I  didn’t  improve,  so  my  doctors 
transferred  me  from  Waco  to  a  hospi¬ 
tal  in  Dallas  with  specialists  and  a 
new,  better  treatment.  I  began  plas¬ 
mapheresis.  My  blood  was  extracted, 
the  plasma  separated,  and  new  anti¬ 
bodies  and  plasma  given  to  my  blood. 

I  underwent  four  treatments.  In 
each  of  them  I  was  given  20  pints  of 
new  plasma.  It  is  an  incredible 
treatment  with  incredible  effects.  I 
was  soon  able  to  breathe  easier. 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Rebecca 
Smathers  is  a  junior 
at  Waco  High 
School  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Cogdell  United  Methodist 
Church,  Waco,  Texas  (Central  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


move  my  legs  and  sit  up.  It  was  a 
slow  but  effective  process. 

The  highly  skilled  physicians  and 
technicians  didn’t  cure  me.  My  doc¬ 
tor  said  he  couldn’t  be  sure  I  would 
recover  fully,  but  if  I  continued  to 
have  the  support  from  home,  I 
would  make  it.  I  remember  his 
smile  as  he  told  my  monii,  “It  is  im¬ 
portant  to  keep  her  spirits  up.” 

Power  of  prayer  is  evident 

Today  I  am  once  again  dancing, 
walking  and  running.  I  have  recov¬ 
ered  100  percent,  and  I  am  doing 
things  my  doctor  told  me  I  would 
never  be  able  to  do.  The  power  of 
the  prayers  from  people  I  didn’t 
know,  friends  and  family  is  abun¬ 
dantly  evident  in  my  life. 

Some  people  say  the  Lord  doesn’t 
give  us  answers  we  can  see  nor 
touch,  yet  we  all  see  and  touch  our 
family  and  friends.  The  Lord  an¬ 
swered  my  prayers  with  a  family 
who  stroked  my  hair  and  sat  next  to 
me  day  and  night  while  I  lay  mo¬ 
tionless  in  bed. 

My  family,  along  with  the  heav¬ 
en-sent  nurses  and  doctors,  bathed 
me,  dressed  me  and  fed  me  while  I 
was  sick. 

The  Lord  answers  prayer 

The  Lord  answers  prayer  by  giv¬ 
ing  the  world  friends.  He  gave  me 
friends  who  brought  laughter  into 
my  heart  and  hugs  to  my  soul.  The 
Lord  delivered  friends  who  told  me, 
“You  will  get  better,  because  I’m 
praying  for  you.” 

Most  importantly,  the  Lord  an¬ 
swered  my  prayers  with  church  fam¬ 
ilies  who  stood  on  their  faith  and 
said,  “The  love  and  prayers  we  give 
will  make  a  difference.”  Though  their 
flowers  have  withered  and  their  cards 
have  yellowed,  I  thank  God  for  the 
answers  he  has  given  me. 

Of  course,  the  Lord’s  greatest  an¬ 
swer  to  the  world  was  Jesus  Christ. 


Harper’s  Fifth  Annual  Best  Sermons 
Competition  Goes  International! 


See  your  best  sermon  published  in  Best  Sermons — the  fifth  annual 
collection  of  outstanding  preaching  from  around  the  world 


/  arper  San  Francisco 

invites  you  to  submit 

O'  your  best  sermon  preached 
in  1990.  The  top  three  sermons  in  each 
of  six  categories  will  be  included 
in  the  fifth  edition  of  Best 
Sermons,  along  with  16  specially 
commissioned  sermons  by 
leading  preachers,  theologians. 

and  teachers  of  preaching. 

To  be-  published  in  February  1992, 
Best  Sermons  is  being  edited  by  James 
W.  Cox,  author  eft  Preaching,  editor  of 
The  Ministers  Manual,  and  advisory 
editor  for  Pulpit Digest.  and  a  prestigious 
interdenominational  25-member  editorial 
board  Judges  for  the  fifth  Besl  Sermons 
competition  are  leading  figures  in  the  field 
of  preaching.  (The  fourth  annual  edition  of 
Besl  Sermons  is  in  final  production  and 
will  be  available  in  February  1991) 

Entrants  &  Categories 

The  competition  is  open  to  all  ministers, 
pastors,  preachers,  evangelists,  priests, 
bishops,  supervisory  ministers,  district 
superintendents,  and  students  for  the 


ministry.  Each  entrant  may  submit  one 
written  sermon,  which  must  be  received 
by  January  15. 1991  Sermons  will  be 
judged  in  one  of  six  categories:  evangelis¬ 
tic,  expository,  doctrinal/theological,  ethi¬ 
cal.  pastoral,  and  devotional. 

Prizes 

In  addition  to  having  their  sermons 
included  in  Best  Sermons,  first-place  win¬ 
ners  in  each  category  will  receive  $  1 000  in 
Harper  San  Francisco  books  of  their  choice. 
The  two  honorable  mentions  in  each  cate¬ 
gory  will  receive  $250  in  Harper  San 
Francisco  books  of  their  choice,  in 
addition  to  the  publication  of  their  sermons. 
Each  week,  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
first-rate,  original  sermons  are  preached.  We 
urge  you  to  |oin  us  in  creating  an 
international  forum  to  recognize  and 
encourage  such  excellence  in  preaching. 

Take  a  minute  now  to  complete  and 
return  the  coupon  to  request  complete  rules 
and  information  for  the  fifth  annual  Best 
Sermons  compitiWon.  Please  do  not  send  in 
your  contest  entry  until  you  receive  the 
complete  contest  rules. 


^  Please  send  me  complete  rules  and  information  for  submitting  entries  to  the  fifth  annual  j 
Besl  Sermons  competition. 

(Void  wttcre  prohibited  by  law  Taxes  will  he  Ihe  responsibility  of  the  winners.)  I 
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DUKE  GRADUATE  IS  CHIEF:  One 

of  the  first  two  black  students  admitted  to  the 
master  of  divinity  program  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Duke  Divinity  School  was  recently  sworn 
in  as  U.S.  Army  chief  of  chaplains.  The  Rev.  Mat¬ 
thew  A.  Zimmerman  Jr,  a  major  general,  had 
served  as  deputy  chief  of  chaplains  since  1989. 
The  1965  graduate,  a  minister  in  the  National 
Baptist  Convention  of  America,  is  to  deliver  the 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Lectures  at  the  divinity 
school  in  Durham,  N.C.,  April  3-5,  1991. 

BOOK  TELLS  FLAG  HISTORY: 

The  hobby  of  a  retired  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  has  led  to  a  limited-edition  booklet  that  “in¬ 
cludes  just  about  everything  anybody  knows” 
about  the  Christian  flag.  The  Rev.  James  R. 
Pollock  said  the  60-page  booklet  is  from  materi¬ 
al  he  collected  as  a  pastor  in  Michigan,  Con¬ 
necticut  and  Wisconsin.  He  is  giving  booklets  to 
seminaries  of  various  denominations.  Free 
copies  of  a  previous  pamphlet  about  the  flag 
may  be  obtained  by  sending  a  self-addressed 
business  envelope  with  50-cents  postage  on  it  to 
Mr.  Pollock  at  401  Palm  Tree  Drive,  Braden¬ 
ton,  Fla.  34210. 

RELIEF  FLIGHTS  HALTED:  Aid 

flights  by  the  Joint  Relief  Partnership  to  civil 
war-torn  Asmera,  Ethiopia,  have  been  stopped 
until  the  coalition  can  get  reliable  information 
about  shelling  at  the  airport  there.  The  group 
has  airlifted  5,100  metric  tons  of  relief  items  in 
260  flights  since  March  using  two  Hercules  air¬ 
craft.  The  partnership  is  partially  supported  by 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  of  which  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  a  member. 

WCC  ISSUES  STATEMENT:  The 

chief  executive  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  said  his  organiza¬ 
tion  opposes  Iraq’s  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Kuwait.  The  Rev. 

Emilio  Castro  called  for 
mediation  to  end  the  con-  ^ 
flict  and  urged  “patience  * 
and  good  will  by  refraining 
from  use  of  force  or  show  of 
force.”  Dr.  Castro  said  that 
“lasting  solutions  to  region-  Emilio  Castro 
al  conflicts  should  be,  first  and  foremost,  in  har¬ 
mony  with  the  sentiments,  needs  and 
aspirations  of  the  people  of  the  region”  and 
would  “transcend  pure  economic  and  strategic 
interests.”  The  council  is  praying  for  the  vic¬ 
tims  of  the  conflict,  he  said. 

PASTOR  IS  INDICTED:  u  s  Rep 

Floyd  Flake,  D-N.Y.,  a  two-term  member  of  the 
House  and  1 4-year  pastor  of  the  6,000-member 
Allen  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
New  York  City,  has  been  charged  with  stealing 
$141,700  and  failing  to  pay  taxes  on  it.  Mr. 
Flake’s  wife,  Margarett,  has  also  been  charged. 
The  money  allegedly  includes  $75,000  embez¬ 
zled  from  a  federally  financed  senior-citizens 
project  and  $66,700  from  .church  funds.  Black 
leaders  say  the  financial  practices  the  Flakes 
used  are  common  in  African-American  congre¬ 
gations  as  part  of  the  pastoral  support  and  that 
the  prosecution  is  racially  motivated. 

STAMP  CEREMONY  HELD:  First- 

day  ceremonies  for  a  U.S.  postage  stamp  honor¬ 
ing  five  of  the  nation’s  Olympic  athletes  were 
staged  during  the  summer  at  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minneapolis.  The  church, 
because  of  its  proximity  to  the  new  convention 
center  complex,  is  used  for  a  number  of  public 
events.  The  committee  planning  the  stamp  cere¬ 
mony  wanted  a  historic  setting.  More  than  400 
people  attended  from  across  the  nation  to  buy 
stamps,  take  pictures  and  seek  autographs. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Scientists:  Homosexuals 
need  church's  compassion 


8y  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO — Please  extend 
more  compassion  to  homosexuals. 

That  appeal  was  one  of  the  few 
points  of  agreement  among  six 
scientific  experts  who  spoke  Aug. 
2-5  to  the  special  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  to  Study  Ho¬ 
mosexuality. 

In  fact,  the  scientific  reports 
left  the  study  committee  with 
more  information  but  less  agree¬ 
ment  than  before  about  the  bio¬ 
logical,  psychological  and  social 
natures  of  homosexuality. 

The  six  experts  were  invited  in 
keeping  with  the  study  commit¬ 
tee’s  mandate  from  the  1988 
General  Conference  to  explore 
current  scientific  research  on  ho¬ 
mosexuality. 

Landscape  described 

During  two  days  of  testimony, 
the  experts  described  a  complex 
landscape  of  human  sexuality 
(see  accompanying  chart). 

But  while  their  scientific  theo¬ 
ries  differed,  the  consultants  were 
united  in  asserting  that  the  church 
should  extend  more  pastoral  care 
to  homosexuals  to  ease  the  intoler¬ 
ance  they  face  in  society. 

“I  always  want  religion  to 
move  toward  compassion  and  in¬ 


clusion,”  said  Dr.  Pepper 
Schwartz,  professor  of  sociology 
at  the  University  of  Washington 
in  Seattle.  “That’s  what  religion 
does  best.” 

Dr.  Schwartz  is  the  co-author  of 
“American  Couples,”  a  10-year 
study  that  traced  the  lives  of 
12,000  people  living  as  married  or 
cohabiting  heterosexual  couples 
and  as  gay  or  lesbian  couples. 

“Your  church  has  gays,  their 
parents  and  their  kin,  all  of 
whom  feel  excluded  and  un¬ 
loved,"  Dr.  Schwartz  said.  “Hav¬ 
ing  a  place  for  them  to  dialogue 
and  be  themselves,  having  a  poli¬ 
cy  that  recognizes  their  humanity 
and  talents  would  be  a  major  step 
in  the  right  direction. 

“However  one  feels  about  the 
principle,  the  people  involved 
are  still  real.” 

Dr.  Schwartz  and  four  of  the 
other  five  scientific  experts 
agreed  with  current  theories  that 
homosexuality  is  a  “constitution¬ 
al”  orientation. 

Psychoanalyst  disagrees 

Disagreeing  was  Dr.  Elaine  V. 
Siegel  of  Huntington  Station, 
N.Y.  She  believes  that  homosex¬ 
uality  is  a  learned  behavior. 

Dr.  Siegel  is  a  psychoanalyst  in 
private  practice  and  author  of 
"Female  Homosexuality:  Choice 


Science  reports  excerpted 

Here  are  excerpts  from  some  scientific  reports  from  the  Aug.  2- 
5  meeting  of  the  special  Committee  to  Study  Homosexuality: 

No  one  knows  for  sure  what  determines  human  sexuality.  But  it 
is  more  varied  than  scientists  previously  believed. 

Several  factors  that  may  help  determine  whether  a  person  is 
homosexual  have  been  identified.  These  include  the  effect  of 
prenatal  hormone  variances  on  the  brain  and  the  developmental 
impact  of  early-childhood  family  relationships.  But  no  consensus 
exists  on  how  these  various  factors  work. 

Homosexual  orientation  and  homosexual  behavior  are  separate. 
It’s  possible  for  a  person  who  considers  himself  or  herself 
heterosexual  to  engage  in  “situational''  homosexual  behavior— such 
as  what  may  occur  in  prisons— without  permanently  altering  his  or 
her  sexual  orientation. 


Without  Volition.” 

She  reported  that  half  her  les¬ 
bian  patients  apparently  changed 
their  behavior  after  therapy.  Half 
didn’t.  She  said  she  didn’t  ask 
her  patients  to  change  as  part  of 
their  therapy. 

Because  of  her  work  with  lesbi¬ 
ans,  Dr.  Siegel  contends  that  fe¬ 
male  homosexuality  is  a  result  of 
a  “derailment”  of  emotional  de¬ 
velopment. 

But  even  Dr.  Siegel  urged  that 
homosexuals  be  treated  with 
more  compassion  in  their  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  church. 

4  others  speak 

In  addition  to  Dr.  Schwartz 
and  Dr.  Siegel,  speaking  to  the 
committee  were: 

✓  Dr.  John  Money,  professor 
emeritus  of  Johns  Hopkins  Univer¬ 
sity,  who  spent  the  past  40  years  re¬ 
searching  the  biology  of  sex. 

Z  Dr.  Richard  Green,  profes¬ 
sor  of  clinical  psychiatry  at  the 
University  of  California  at  Los 
Angeles,  founding  president  of 
the  International  Academy  of 
Sex  Research  and  author  of  “The 
Sissy  Boy  Syndrome.” 

Z  Dr.  David  F.  Greenberg, 
professor  of  sociology  at  New 
York  University  and  author  of 
“The  Social  Construction  of  Ho¬ 
mosexuality.” 

Z  Dr.  Richard  A.  Isay,  profes¬ 
sor  of  clinical  psychology  at  Cor¬ 
nell  University  and  author  of 
“Being  Homosexual.” 

The  committee  paid  the  con¬ 
sultants  an  average  of  S500  each 
plus  expenses,  said  C.  David 
Lundquist,  chief  executive  of  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries, 
to  which  the  homosexuality 
study  panel  relates. 

Committee  member  Sally 
Geis,  director  of  the  UM-related 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  Lay  and 
Clergy  Institute,  said  these  ex¬ 
perts  were  selected  because  they 
represent  the  best  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  fields. 

Dr.  Geis  said  at  least  two  of 
the  six  rearranged  their  schedules 
to  speak  to  the  church  study  pan¬ 
el  “because  they  consider  what 
we  are  doing  so  important.” 


Study  panel  proceeds  with  writing 


A  New  Experience 
of  Leadership 

From  the  popular  author  of 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

CHICAGO— The  United 
Methodist  Committee  to  Study 
Homosexuality  is  proceeding 
with  first  drafts  of  its  report. 

Differences  of  opinion  among 
committee  members  flared  as  they 
began  to  discuss  how  to  relate  the 
scientific  material  they  received 
Aug.  2-5  (see  UMR,  Aug.  10). 

But  toward  the  end  of  their 
meeting,  the  need  to  provide  The 
United  Methodist  Church  with  a 
report  on  the  issue  outweighed 
the  wrangling. 

A  preliminary  outline  drafted 
by  the  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman, 
professor  of  ethics  at  UM-related 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 


Washington,  was  received  as  a 
working  model. 

Members  assigned  to  write  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  report  included: 

Z  The  Rev.  Tex  S.  Sample,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  ethics  at  UM-related  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo. — the  history  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality.  the  church's  struggle 
and  the  committee's  mandate. 

Z  Dr.  Rachel  Julian,  a  psychia¬ 
trist  from  Birmingham,  Ala. — the 
human  reality  of  homosexuality, 
based  on  the  testimony  the  com¬ 
mittee  has  received  from  various 
witnesses  around  the  country. 

Z  The  Rev.  Victor  P.  Furnish, 
New  Testament  professor  at  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology,  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University,  in 


Dallas,  and  the  Rev.  David  A. 
Seamands,  a  longtime  leader 
among  the  church’s  evangelical 
conservatives,  of  Wilmore, 
Ky. — theological  perspectives. 

Z  Dr.  Sally  Brown  Geis,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Lay  and  Clergy  Insti¬ 
tute  at  UM-related  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver — a  review  of 
the  factual  questions  about  ho¬ 
mosexuality,  especially  as  seen 
by  scientists  and  historians. 

In  addition,  the  committee’s 
policy  is  that  all  members  are  wel¬ 
come  to  submit  writings  on  any 
aspect  of  the  proposed  report. 

Drafts  are  to  be  discussed  when 
the  committee  meets  Nov.  29- 
Dec.  1 ,  probably  in  San  Francisco. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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Cesar  E.  Chavez,  president  of  the  United  Farm  Workers,  auto¬ 
graphs  the  back  of  a  poster  announcing  an  appearance  he  had 
made  at  Carnegie  Hall  on  behalf  of  farm  workers.  It  was  one 
of  many  autographs  he  gave  after  worshiping  recently  at 
Emanu-EI  United  Methodist  Church,  a  Hispanic  congregation 
in  Dallas.  Mr.  Chavez  said  that  after  25  years  his  faith  keeps 


him  on  the  speaking  tour. 


Union  leader  says 
faith  leads  him 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

Cesar  E.  Chavez  is  63  now. 

For  more  than  a  third  of  his 
life  he  has  led  the  United  Farm 
Workers. 

The  union  has  a  stated  goal  of 
obtaining  justice  for  those  who 
work  to  provide  food.  One  of  its 
most  sustained  efforts — the  call 
for  a  boycott  of  California  table 
grapes — is  in  its  fifth  year. 

Mr.  Chavez  told  the  Reporter 
that  after  25  years,  he  sees  his 
work  on  behalf  of  those  in  need 
as  “a  calling  from  God.” 

“The  more  trouble  you’re  in, 
the  more  you  think  about  your 
faith,”  the  Roman  Catholic  said 
with  a  grin.  “So,  I  guess  my  faith 
just  gets  stronger.” 

He  confessed  more  seriously, 
though,  that,  “It  just  takes  a  lot 
of  faith.” 

An  example  of  that  kind  of 
faith — and  he  said,  “the  greatest 
influence  on  my  life” — was  St. 
Francis  of  Assisi.  The  saint  was 
born  about  A.D.  1180  into  a 
wealthy  Italian  merchant  family, 
served  in  the  military  and  was 
something  of  a  carouser.  But  in¬ 
stead  of  entering  the  family  busi¬ 
ness  as  expected,  he  gave 
everything  he  owned  to  the  poor 
and  became  a  monk. 

“St.  Francis  believed  that  we 
are  all  brothers  and  sisters”  to 
everything  in  the  world,  Mr. 
Chavez  said. 

“Even  at  its  simplest,  we  are 
all  related  because  what  we  hu¬ 
mans  do  changes  things  for  ev¬ 
erything  else  on  earth,”  he  said. 

Another  major  influence  he 
cited  on  his  life  was  Mohandas 
K.  Gandhi,  known  for,  among 
other  things,  fasting  to  persuade 


his  followers  to  stick  with  a  non¬ 
violent  effort  seeking  freedom  for 
India. 

Mr.  Chavez  said  that  in  1968 
his  faith  led  him  to  believe  non¬ 
violence  in  the  United  Farm 
Workers  was  important  enough 
to  fast  for.  That  25-day  fast  made 
him  a  national  figure.  The  late 
U.S.  Sen.  Robert  F.  Kennedy 
called  Mr.  Chavez  “one  of  the 
heroic  figures  of  our  time”  and 
went  to  Delano,  Calif.,  to  be  with 
the  union  leader  when  he  ended 
his  fast. 

Mr.  Chavez  said  non-violence 
is  “a  tradition  in  the  United 
Farm  Workers.” 

A  goal  now,  he  said,  is  to  teach 
American  farmers  and  the  U.S. 
government  that  “using  too 
many  chemicals  is  a  kind  of  vio¬ 
lence  against  the  earth”  and  all 
that  live  on  it. 

“That’s  not  the  way  I  think 
God  intended  for  us  to  use  this 
earth,”  Mr.  Chavez  said. 

Mr.  Chavez  recently  was  in 
Dallas  at  the  invitation  of 
Emanu-EI  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  Hispanic  congregation, 
where  he  was  recognized  for  25 
years  of  service  to  farm  workers. 

“Cesar  Chavez  is  a  hero  to 
Hispanic  people  because  all  these 
years  he  has  followed  the  cause 
and  never  wavered.  He  is  a  sym¬ 
bol  of  the  possible  to  our  people,” 
said  the  Rev.  Joel  N.  Martinez, 
pastor  of  Emanu-EI  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  MARCHA,  the  unofficial 
caucus  of  Hispanic  United  Meth¬ 
odists. 

“And,  yet,”  added  Mr.  Marti¬ 
nez,  “he  lives  simply  and  teaches 
love  and  non-violence  and  does 
not  think  of  himself  as  a  great 
person.” 


UM  seminary  charged  with  allowing  witchcraft  ritual 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  United  Methodist  congregation 
in  Oklahoma  is  seeking  action 
against  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
for  allowing  an  educational  forum 
on  witchcraft  during  its  annual 
"Women’s  Week”  symposium. 

However,  a  co-convenor  of  the 
student-sponsored  event  contends 
the  witchcraft  charges  are  “way  out 
of  proportion.” 

A  July  27  letter  addressed  to  the 


United  Methodist  University  Senate 
outlined  “official  charges”  against 
the  seminary  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas.  The  charges 
were  filed  by  the  Administrative 
Board  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ketchum,  Okla. 

3  actions  sought 

The  letter,  signed  by  Bill  Raus. 
chairman  of  the  400-member  con¬ 
gregation's  board,  criticized  the 
school  for  "allowing  the  practice  of 
witchcraft.” 


First  UMC  has  asked  the  25- 
member  senate,  which  reviews  and 
approves  colleges  and  seminaries 
related  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  to: 

Z  "Decertify”  Perkins  for  ordina¬ 
tion  of  United  Methodist  pastors 
or,  at  least,  place  the  school  on  one 
year’s  probation. 

Z  Reprimand  Perkins  officials 
who  may  have  approved  plans  for 
the  seminar. 

Z  Establish  specific  guidelines 
mandating  that  study  of  other  reli- 


Family's  work  with  retarded  honored 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — The  family  of  a 
retired  United  Methodist  minister 
was  among  54  cited  by  the  Joseph 
P.  Kennedy  Jr.  Foundation  for  ex¬ 
traordinary  dedication  to  enriching 
the  life  of  a  family  member  with 
mental  retardation. 

The  Rev.  J.  Richard  and  Marga¬ 
ret  Allison  of  Nashville  and  their 
four  daughters  received  special 
mention  as  Tennessee’s  Family  of 
Achievement  during  last  month’s 
celebration  of  Rose  Kennedy’s 
100th  birthday  at  Hyannisport, 
Mass. 


A  photo  of  the  family  was  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  Families  of  Achieve¬ 
ment  booklet  given  to  Mrs.  Kennedy. 

Jessie  Allison,  28,  has  Down’s 
syndrome  and  has  participated  in 
Special  Olympics  since  age  10.  Her 
softball  team  won  a  bronze  medal  at 
the  Tennessee  Special  Olympics 
tournament  in  Memphis  July  1 5. 

“We  are  very  appreciative  of  ev¬ 
erything  Special  Olympics  does," 
Mrs.  Allison  said. 

Jessie  has  excelled  in  gymnastics, 
swimming,  volleyball  and  bowling, 
with  gymnastics  her  personal  favorite. 

Each  of  the  other  three  Allison 
daughters  has  “participated  in  every¬ 


thing  with  her,"  Mrs.  Allison  said. 

“They  have  helped  her  learn  activi¬ 
ties;  they  have  taken  her  swimming, 
played  catch  with  her;  and  they  go  to 
all  the  events  and  cheer,”  she  said. 

But  they  do  more  than  cheer. 

Sarah,  a  public-health  nurse, 
gives  physicals  to  Olympics  partici¬ 
pants  who  don't  have  regular  physi¬ 
cians.  Nan,  a  nutritionist,  gives  her 
sister  tips  on  weight  control. 

The  Allisons  don’t  see  their  fam¬ 
ily  as  special. 

“Many  families  like  us  do  just  as 
much,”  Mr.  Allison  said.  “We  are 
just  more  articulate.  They  are  may¬ 
be  more  quiet.” 


gions  at  United  Methodist  seminar¬ 
ies  be  conducted  "in  accordance 
with  the  teachings  of  the  church.” 

The  Rev.  John  W.  White  Jr.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  University  Senate  and 
Nebraska  Wesleyan  University,  ac¬ 
knowledged  Aug.  8  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  First  UMC’s  letter.  He  said  he 
planned  to  consult  with  the  senate’s 
executive  committee  on  the  matter. 
He  declined  further  comment. 

The  letter  alleges  “allowing  the 
practice  of  witchcraft"  exceeds  the 
limits  of  academic  freedom  and  vio¬ 
lated  both  Scripture  and  church  law. 

Copies  were  mailed  to  several 
bishops  and  to  the  board  of  trustees 
at  Southern  Methodist  University. 

Seminary  officials  have  not  re¬ 
ceived  a  copy,  a  representative  said. 

Mr.  Raus  said  he  heard  about  the 
workshop  through  mailings  from 
Probe  Ministries,  a  fundamentalist 
Christian  “think  tank"  based  in  Rich¬ 
ardson,  Texas,  a  Dallas  suburb.  Russ 
Wise,  a  staffer  at  Probe,  attended  sev¬ 
eral  Women’s  Week  presentations. 

Women's  religious  role  cited 

According  to  information  mailed 
to  several  southwestern  churches  by 
Mr.  Wise,  the  workshop  leader  in¬ 
volved  the  30  participants  in  a  “cer¬ 
emony.”  A  small  altar  set  in  front  of 
the  meeting  room  held  candles  and 


a  statue  of  the  mythical  goddess 
Diana,  he  said. 

Event  co-convenor  Margie 
Latham,  a  second-year  seminary 
student,  said  the  February  work¬ 
shop,  sponsored  by  Perkins  Women 
Students,  was  one  of  several  exam¬ 
ining  the  role  of  women  in  various 
religious  traditions. 

"Most  of  our  presenters  for  the 
week  were  Christian,  and  none  of 
the  workshops  was  mandatory,” 
said  Ms.  Latham. 

She  said  charges  against  Perkins 
filed  with  the  University  Senate 
were  “based  on  misstatements  and 
half-truths." 

The  Rev.  Stanley  J.  Menking,  as¬ 
sociate  dean  at  Perkins,  said  he  and 
Perkins  Dean  James  E.  Kirby  met 
earlier  this  year  with  several  Dallas 
Area  pastors  who  also  received  Mr. 
Wise's  mailings. 

"We  told  them  it  is  an  issue  of  aca¬ 
demic  freedom,"  said  Dr.  Menking,  a 
United  Methodist  clergyman.  “The 
women’s  association  is  one  of  several 
independent  student  groups  that  in¬ 
vite  speakers  and  hold  seminars.” 

The  optional  workshop  was  held 
off-campus  ;r.  the  context  of  study, 
he  said. 

"We  will  be  glad  to  meet  and  talk 
with  anyone  who  has  a  concern,”  he 
added. 


Faith  at  work 
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BISHOP  GALLOWAY  DIES:  Bi¬ 
shop  Paul  V.  Galloway,  86,  who  came  out  of  re¬ 
tirement  twice  since  1972  to  head  episcopal 
areas  following  the  deaths  of  active  bishops, 
died  of  cancer  Aug.  4  in  Tulsa,  Okla.  Services 
were  Aug.  8  at  Boston  Avenue  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Tulsa,  where  Bishop  Galloway 
had  been  senior  pastor  for  1 0  years  at  the  time 
of  his  election  to  the  episcopacy  in  1960.  He 
headed  the  San  Antonio  (Texas)  Area  from 
1960  to  1964,  then  the  Arkansas  Area  from 
1964  to  1972.  He  also  headed  the  Houston  Area 
from  1973  to  1976,  following  the  death  of  Bish¬ 
op  Kenneth  Copeland,  and  the  Louisiana  Area 
from  1983  to  1984,  following  the  death  of  Bish¬ 
op  J.  Kenneth  Shamblin. 

CLARIFICATION:  The  financial  trou¬ 
bles  of  Good  News,  the  unofficial  caucus  of 
evangelical  United  Method- 
ists.  were  clarified  last  week  I 

by  the  Rev.  James  V.  Hei- 

dinger  11,  the  group’s  execu- 
tive  director.  Mr.  Heidinger  ' i|W  Ml 

acknowledged  that  contri-  K] 

butions  and  sales  by  Bristol  V  1 

Books,  the  caucus'  publish- 
ing  arm,  were  slow  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1990.  lames  Heidinger 
“Things  have  picked  up  in  the  second  quarter, 
so  we’re  close  to  being  on  budget,”  Mr.  Hei¬ 
dinger  said.  By  midyear,  he  said,  Good  News 
had  received  $222,000  in  contributions — al¬ 
most  half  the  expected  annual  revenue  of 
$487,000.  Some  employees  whose  jobs  were 
among  five  positions  eliminated  were  shifted  to 
other  departments,  he  added.  The  total  Good 
News  budget — comprising  contributions,  maga¬ 
zine  and  book  revenue — is  $1.3  million. 

CAMPUS  MINISTER:  An  associate 

pastor  from  Waco,  Texas,  has  been  named  the 
first  full-time  director  of  the  United  Methodist 
Campus  Ministry  since  1980  at  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University  in  Dallas.  The  Rev.  Gregory  K. 
Ligon  was  minister  of  evangelism  and  pastoral 
care  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Waco. 
The  position  is  paid  for  by  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


S.  Africa  cleric  asks  fervor  rebuilding 

Longtime  activist  bishop  says  'real  battle  only  starts  when  apartheid  ends' 


South  African 
white  bishop  is 
' touched  by  God ' 

Methodist  Bishop  Peter 
J.  Storey  of  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa,  is  'a  man 
touched  by  God,' 
according  to  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Thomas 
B.  Stockton  of  the 
Richmond  Area,  Virginia, 
U.S.A. 

Bishop  Storey  is  a 
second-generation 
Methodist  minister  and 
former  president  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in 
Southern  Africa  and  of 
the  South  African  Council 
of  Churches. 

In  the  1960s,  as  a 
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HAMPTON,  Va.— Methodist  Bishop  Peter  J.  Storey  of  Johan¬ 
nesburg,  South  Africa,  says  that  for  the  church  in  his  country, 
the  real  struggle  will  begin  when  apartheid  actually  ends. 
Speaking  during  a  two-week  visit  in  the  United  States,  Bishop 
Storey  challenged  American  Christians  to  become  peacemak¬ 
ers  by  dismantling  "every  wall  of  enmity." 


chaplain  to  Robben  Island  imprisoned  South  African 
prison,  he  took  Holy  nationalist  leader  Nelson 

Communion  to  Mandela. _ 


Mexico  bars  Methodist  bishop 


By  LINDA  WOLFE  KEISTER 

HAMPTON,  Va. — A  leading 
white  South  African  clergyman  is 
asking  Americans  to  be  as  pas¬ 
sionate  about  helping  to  rebuild 
his  nation’s  society  as  they  have 
been  about  destroying  apartheid. 

“There  is  a  sense  in  which  the 
real  battle  only  starts  when  apart¬ 
heid  ends,”  said  South  African 
Methodist  Bishop  Peter  J.  Storey. 

To  emphasize  the  needs,  the 
bishop  offered  a  four-point  plan 
for  others  to  help  South  Africans: 

1)  Pray  specifically  for  the  ne¬ 
gotiating  process.  “The  most  vio¬ 
lent  part  of  our  history  lies  ahead 
if  it  does  not  come  off,”  he  said. 

2)  Let  individual  congrega¬ 
tions  sponsor  trips  by  black  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  United  States  for 
study  and  exposure  to  American 
culture. 

3)  Help  fund  projects  that 
South  Africans  must  launch,  es¬ 
pecially  in  education. 

4)  Send  teachers  and  techni¬ 
cians  to  South  Africa  in  the  years 
to  come  who  will  work  at 
low  salaries  in  the  reconstructed 
educational  system.  Their  mis¬ 
sion  will  be  to  overcome  the  in¬ 
structional  backlog  of  many  years. 

Human  life  is  cheap 

For  two  generations  young 
South  Africans,  white  and  black,  ’ 
have  grown  up  in  a  polarized  at¬ 
mosphere  where  human  life  is 
dreadfully  cheap.  Bishop  Storey 
said. 

“This  presents  a  long-term 
mission  to  the  church — recon¬ 
struction  of  values,”  he  said. 

Under  the  apartheid  system  of 
government,  the  bishop  said, 
white  youths  are  trained  for  war, 
and  blacks  engage  in  ongoing 
street  warfare  with  police  and 


each  other. 

Family  life  has  been  destroyed, 
he  said,  and  whole  areas  of  life 
have  been  neglected. 

“The  deep  damage  will  be¬ 
come  evident  when  apartheid 
goes,”  said  the  Johannesburg 
bishop.  “Because  the  law  has 
been  immoral,  respect  for  any 
law  is  minimal.” 

In  the  black  townships,  the  po¬ 
lice  were  thought  of  as  the  ene¬ 
my,  the  bishop  said.  As  a  result, 
theft,  rape  and  violence  abound. 

However,  the  bishop  said,  he  re¬ 
cently  was  assured  by  the  attorney 
general’s  office  that  they  “‘only 
prosecute  real  crimes  these  days.’  ” 

Lack  of  respect  for  law 

In  a  recent  interview  during  a 
two-week  visit  in  the  United 
States,  Bishop  Storey  summa¬ 
rized  the  lack  of  respect  for  the 
law  with  the  rhetorical  question, 
“How  do  you  restore  that  social 
contract  that  makes  you  buckle 
up  your  seat  belt  when  no  one  is 
looking?” 

He  warned  that  apartheid  isn’t 
over. 

“We  must  be  careful  that  we 
don’t  assume  the  end  before  it 
comes,”  he  said.  “Our  stand 
against  the  remaining  [racial  sep¬ 
aration]  laws  must  be  retained.” 

With  the  release  from  prison  of 
anti-apartheid  leader  Nelson 
Mandela,  “Almost  overnight  the 
conventional  wisdom  upon  which 
society  was  based  was  turned  up¬ 
side-down,”  the  bishop  said. 

But,  he  said,  “Clearly,  right  now, 
the  immediate  task  is  to  help 
whites  accept  change  as  inevitable 
and  to  live  with  that  new  reality  . . . 
and  to  help  blacks  accept  that  a  ne¬ 
gotiated  settlement  is  infinitely  pre¬ 
ferred  to  an  ongoing,  escalating, 
violent  struggle.” 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

OAXTEPEC,  Mexico— South 
African  Methodist  Bishop  Peter 
J.  Storey  was  denied  entry  into 
Mexico  last  week  by  Mexican 
government  officials. 

Bishop  Storey  was  slated  to 
speak  Aug.  8  at  the  International 
Christian  Youth  Conference 
sponsored  by  the  World  Method¬ 
ist  Council. 

Mexican  officials  contended 


that  a  treaty  between  Mexico  and 
several  other  countries  prohibits 
the  entry  of  any  South  African  as  a 
sanction  against  that  country’s  ra¬ 
cial  separation  policy  of  apartheid. 

Also  turned  back  from  attending 
the  youth  conference  were  10  Ko¬ 
rean  and  two  Estonian  delegates. 
No  reason  was  given  for  blocking 
their  entry  into  the  country. 

Mexico’s  refusal  to  admit  Bish¬ 
op  Storey  was  ironic.  He  has  long 
been  an  outspoken  opponent  of 
apartheid  in  South  Africa,  his  na¬ 


tive  country. 

The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  world 
evangelism  director  for  the  World 
Methodist  Council,  said  officials 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexi¬ 
co  tried  unsuccessfully  to  inter¬ 
cede  on  Bishop  Storey’s  behalf. 

Bishop  Storey  was  in  Atlanta, 
waiting  to  attend  the  youth  con¬ 
ference  with  Dr.  Fox,  when  his 
visa  was  denied.  Dr.  Fox  said 
when  he  departed  for  Mexico, 
Bishop  Storey  was  expected  to 
return  to  South  Africa. 


Annual  conferences  mark  ethnic,  female  milestones 


News  Service  and  Staff  Reports 

Since  1968  "open  itineracy”  in 
the  clergy  appointment  system  has 
been  an  issue  for  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

With  shortages  of  black,  Hispanic, 
Asian  and  Native  American  pastors 
in  some  areas,  having  white  pastors 
serving  minority  congregations  isn’t 
all  that  unusual. 

But  even  though  minority  clergy 
members  have  made  gains,  pastor¬ 
ates  in  larger  and  more  prestigious 
churches — as  well  as  high-profile, 
higher-paying  positions  such  as  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent — have  re¬ 
mained  the  domain  of  white  men. 

“Cross-racial  appointments  .  .  . 
move  us  closer  to  inclusiveness,” 
said  Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea 
(Charleston,  S.C.,  Area)  following 
announcement  of  the  first  appoint¬ 
ments  of  black  clerics  to  positions 
traditionally  held  by  whites  in  the 
South  Carolina  Annual  Conference. 

The  first  black  bishop  assigned  to 
South  Carolina  since  the  total  disso¬ 
lution  of  the  former  Central  (all¬ 
black)  Jurisdiction,  Bishop  Bethea 
appointed  the  Rev.  James  S.  Gads¬ 
den,  Columbia,  and  the  Rev.  Charles 
L.  Johnson,  Clemson.  as  senior  pas¬ 


ACTORS  OF  GOD.  ARISE! 

Use  dramatic  lines  in:  ILLUSTRA¬ 
TIONS  OF  FAITH.  Book  of  15 
short  chancel  dramas  by  Los  Altos 
Methodist  Players.  Many  tested  in  per¬ 
formance.  Preaching  comes  alive. 

Send  $13.23  (in  CA,  $13.95)  to: 

Word  Service 
Dept.  A,  921  Spencer  WY 
Los  Altos,  CA  94024. 


SILK  SCREENED 

APRONS 

Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
today? 

•  Yellow  apron  with  navy  imprint  (AUM501) 

•  White  apron  with  royal  imprint  (AUM502) 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint 
(ACIM503) 

•  Kelly  green  apron  with  white  imprint  (AC1M504) 
•*  36"  long  and  24"  wide 

•  Durable  easy -care  fabric 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  Yoik  State 

Apron  (AUM50I  AUM502  ACJM503  ACJM504)  S9,  two 
aprons  $16  sw  aprons  $42  Add  sales  tax  for  delivery 
loli-V  Satisfaction  or  refund  Also  available  for  other 
dmammations _ . 

MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Rawson  Rd.  (J.M.,  Cuba,  NY  14727 
(716)  437-2923 


Dan  Solomon  Joseph  Bethea 


tors  of  predominantly  white 
churches. 

Three  white  ministers — the  Rev. 
Boyce  F.  Brooks,  Seneca;  the  Rev. 
Robert  C.  Monson,  Charleston;  and 
the  Rev.  Carl  F.  Ritter  II,  Cam¬ 
den — likewise  were  appointed  to 
predominantly  black  congregations. 

South  Carolina’s  First  steps  were 
mirrored  in  actions  in  other  confer¬ 
ences  this  summer. 

■  The  Rev.  Thomas  Roughface 
of  the  Ponca  Nation  was  appointed 


are  a  myth; 

By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

HOUSTON— Mom  and  Dad 
have  two  children.  Mom  and  Dad 
divorce,  and  both  remarry.  The 
children  shuttle  back  and  forth  be¬ 
tween  two  homes. 

Dad’s  new  wife  also  has  two  chil- 


FDtST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


"A  Teaching  Church" 
and 


DR.  JAMES  B.BUSKIRK 
SENIOR  PASTOR 

invite  you  to  experience 
MULTIPLYING  YOUR  MINISTRY 

A  Seminar  in  Church  Growth 
and 

Ministry  Development 

Pastoral  Care  *  Singles  •  Home  Groups 
Education  of  Children  *  Planned  Giving 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Development 
Audio-Visuals  *  Community  Ministries 
Evangelism  •  Missions  •  Youth 
Healing  *  Worship  and  Praise 
Adult  Education 
Family  Life 

November  8-11, 1990 

For  Details  contact : 

Dr.  James  A.  Hewett 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
1115  South  Boulder 
Tulsa,  OK  74119 
(918)  587-9481 


as  conference  superintendent  of  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference.  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon 
(Oklahoma  Area)  said  the  appoint¬ 
ment  is  “the  first  in  recent  times  [of 
a  Native  American]  and  perhaps 
ever  because  it  is  very  likely  that  in 
the  past  the  superintendents  were 
white  missionaries." 

■  The  Rev.  Lee  Jones  was  wel¬ 
comed  by  members  of  the  South 
Georgia  Annual  Conference  as  the 
first  black  district  superintendent 
there. 

■  The  Rev.  Myung  Johng  Kim 
became  the  first  Korean-born  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  appointed  in 
the  Virginia  Annual  Conference. 

Women  and  laypeople  also  made 
strides  in  formerly  clergy-  and  male- 
dominated  positions,  both  in  con¬ 
ference  elections  and  cabinet 
appointments. 

■  The  Rev.  Sung  Ja  Lee  Moon 


dren  from  a  previous  marriage. 
Mom  and  her  new  husband  have  a 
baby. 

No.  it’s  not  a  complicated  plot  in 
a  television  soap  opera.  It’s  typical 
life  in  the  United  States  for  a  grow¬ 
ing  majority  of  “blended”  families. 

Dick  Dunn,  Roswell,  Ga.,  himself 
a  partner  in  a  blended  family  and  a 
counselor,  explored  the  complex¬ 
ities  of  stepfamily  life  with  United 
Methodists  in  ministry  with  di¬ 
vorced,  widowed  and  always-single 
adults  during  a  July  26-28  confer¬ 
ence  in  Houston  (see  UMR,  Aug. 
10). 

Mixing  becomes  common 

Mr.  Dunn  began  with  the  hard 
facts: 

/  One-third  of  all  U.S.  children 
born  in  the  1 980s  will  live  as  part  of 
a  "blended”  or  stepfamily  before 
their  18th  birthday. 

S  By  2000  stepfamilies  will  be 
the  most  common  type  of  social 
unit  in  America. 

✓  Sixty  percent  of  all  second  mar¬ 
riages — and  the  ensuing  stepfami¬ 
lies — fail,  mainly  from  strains 
between  parents,  stepparents  and 
their  children. 

Still,  Mr.  Dunn  said,  in  many  in¬ 
stances  pastors  and  churches  ignore 
the  needs  of  these  mixed  families, 
which  are  making  up  more  and 


was  the  first  Korean  woman  to  be 
ordained  an  elder  in  the  Northern 
Illinois  Annual  Conference. 

■  Cynthia  Edgerly  was  the  first 
woman  ever  elected  lay  leader  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

■  Rhoda  A.  Peters  was  the  first 
woman  and  first  layperson  named 
council  on  ministries  director  in  the 
Louisville  Annual  Conference.  Ms. 
Peters  is  a  diaconal  minister. 

■  Edna  L.  Williams  was  the  first 
black  person  elected  to  chair  the 
council  on  ministries  in  the  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

■  The  Rev.  Dolores  B.  Queen 
was  appointed  as  the  conference’s 
first  woman  district  superintendent 
in  the  Western  North  Carolina  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

■  Earlier  this  year  three  ministers 


more  of  their  congregations. 

Rather,  he  said,  some  Christians 
cling  to  the  notion  that  such  fam¬ 
ilies  are  aberrant  rather  than  the 
norm. 

“  ‘The  Brady  Bunch’  [a  still-popu¬ 
lar  1970s  TV  series  depicting  a 
wholesome,  happy  blended  family)  is 
an  absolute  lie  and  did  us  a  great  dis¬ 
service,”  Mr.  Dunn  said. 

Familes  don't  'blend' 

"Families  don’t  blend.  We  in  the 
church  like  that  word  because  it 
sounds  nice.  At  best  they  can  be  re¬ 
structured,  and  it  takes  a  heck  of  a 
lot  of  time  and  work  on  everybody’s 
part.” 

For  children  and  parents  to  ad¬ 
just  to  their  new  family  configura¬ 
tion  and  relationships  takes  a 
minimum  of  four  to  seven  years,  he 
said. 

To  help  with  the  transition,  Mr. 
Dunn  said,  pastors  should  rigorous¬ 
ly  counsel  couples  considering  mar¬ 
riage.  particularly  those  who  are 
divorced  or  have  children  or  both. 

“I  tell  couples  if  you  can’t  say 
that  your  spouse  comes  first,  even 
before  the  children,  don’t  even  con¬ 
sider  getting  married,”  Mr.  Dunn 
said.  “It  can’t  work.  You’ve  got  to 
back  that  spouse  and  demand  re¬ 
spect  for  that  spouse  from  your  chil¬ 
dren.” 


became  the  first  black  women  to  be 
appointed  district  superintendents. 
They  are  the  Rev.  Charlotte  Ann 
Nichols,  Peninsula  Annual  Confer¬ 


ence;  the  Rev.  Mary  Brown  Oliver, 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference;  and 
the  Rev.  J.  Jeannette  Cooper,  West 
Ohio  Annual  Conference. 


CLASSIFIED 

ORGANIST/ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  of  Music 
for  large  metropolitan  church.  Graduate  degree  and 
5-10  years  exjjerience  preferred.  82  rank  1986  Reu¬ 
ter.  Send  resume  to:  Director  of  Music,  FUMC, 
420  N.  Nevada  Ave.,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903. 

FURNISHED  MOBILE  HOME  SLEEPING  six. 
Located:  5  Star  Park,  Phoenix,  Arizona.  Reduced: 
$16,500  to  $10,000  for  immediate  sale.  Owner 
Rev.  Ben  Sattem,  4141  N.  Rockton  Ave.,  B230, 
Rockford,  IL  61 103.  Phone:  (815)282-6602. 

METHODIST  HOME  DIRECTOR  OF  Youth 

Ministries/Christian  Education  opening  at  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  in  Waco,  Texas,  a  24  hour  child  care 
facility  serving  some  350  young  jjeople  daily.  Sal- 
arv  negotiable.  Contact:  John  Taverner,  1 1 1 1 

POSITION  OPEN:  DIRECTOR  OF  Chnstian 

Nurture/Youth  Ministries.  College  degree  and  ex¬ 
perience  desired.  Send,  resume  to:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  1820  Fifth  Avenue,  Rock  Is¬ 
land.  IL  61201. 

Herring  Ave..  Waco,  TX  76708.  (817)  753-0181. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  PART-TIME,  minimum  2 
years  experience,  degree  in  music  preferred. 
Wildwood  United  Methodist  Church.  Phone: 
(904)748-1275. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 

(local)  church.  Backjground  in  education  and 
Christian  work  required  with  an  emphasis  on 
working  with  youth.  Full-time  jjosition.  contact: 
Dr.  Darrah  at  (918)  333-0810. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  and  stay  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12 
to  160).  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air-conditioned 
lodging,  swimming,  $9.00  tickets,  grilled  burger 
cook  out,  and  breakfast.  All  for  $24.00  each!  Call: 
(501)  253-8418  today! 

POSITION  OPEN:  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR. 

Henderson  Settlement,  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference.  United  Methodist  Church.  Respon¬ 
sible  for  supervision,  fund  raising,  administration 
of  total  program.  Requires  bachelor  s  degree, 
minimum  plus  several  years  proven  administra¬ 
tive  skill  and  experience.  Application  deadline: 
August  20,  1990.  Send  resume  to:  Charles  H. 
Douglas,  P.O.  Box  566.  Pineville,  KY  40977. 

VACATION  HOME  IN  BEAUTIFUL  Estes 

Park,  Colorado.  Two  bedrooms,  two  baths,  lake 
view,  close  to  Rocky  Mountain  National  Park. 
S320.00/week.  Call:  (307)  742-8204. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church. 

Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per¬ 
sons  available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’ 
National  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36, 
Huntington,  WV  25706-0036. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OR  PASTOR  of  youth/ 

college  ages  by  September,  1990,  at  growing  2800- 
member  church  in  Dallas  area.  Experience  and 
evangelical  orientation  necessary.  Strong  program 
in  place.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience  and 
commitment  to  youth  ministry.  Contact:  Dr.  Paul 
Morell,  First  UMC.  Box  110204,  Carrollton,  TX 
75011-02104.  (214)  242-0602. 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  stitcheries. 

Make  items  for  church,  home,  bazaar,  gifts.  Cata- 
log  $  1 .00  (refundable  with  first  order).  Nancy  De¬ 
signs,  424R  East  Sixth,  Blue  Earth,  MN  56013. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  FULL-TIME.  Includes 

adult,  youth,  children,  mixed  ensemble,  2  handbell 
choirs.  Experience  necessary,  advanced  degree  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salary  negotiable.  Resume,  references,  writ¬ 
ten  expression  of  interest  to:  Dave  McCaskill,  2610 
Chat  wood  Dr.,  Monroe,  LA  71201. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 

Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 
week,  $525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507. 

SHARE,  INCORPORATED  CHURCH  Finance 

is  now  considering  applications  for  career  consuj- 
tants.  Successful  applicants  will  be  trained  to  di- 
rect  bond  programs  and/or  capital  fund  raising 
campaigns.  Extensive  travel  is  required.  For  de¬ 
tails  write:  Rex  Davenport,  President,  Share,  In¬ 
corporated.  5153  E.  51  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74135. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu¬ 

mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet, 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  nego¬ 
tiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  808.  Fulton.  TX  78358. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  wanted  for 

1500-member  suburban  church,  adjacent  to  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Active  pro¬ 
gram,  with  emphasis  upon  study  and  mission,  al¬ 
ready  in  place.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to: 
Dr.  James  McCormick,  2420  Hardy  Street,  Hat- 
tiesburg,  MS  39401. 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits, 

fabrics.  Stoics,  paraments,  etc.  Brochure/fabric 
swatches  $3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  avail¬ 
able  for  meetings.  A  &  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor 
Rd  .  Philadelphia,  PA  19120.(215)329-7321.  |! 

WE  BOOK  YOUR  SKI  TRIP.  WHITE  WATER 

rafting  or  retreat.  You  save  time  and  $$.  Call:  Ski 
Promotion  &  Mktg.  now!  If  30  +  go,  you  ski  free! 
(806)353-5415. 

SMALL  COUNTRY  CHURCH  WISHES  to  pur¬ 

chase  good  used  choir  robes.  Rocky  Point  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  6.  Rocky  Point,  NC 
28457.  Phone:(919)251-8730. 

FREE  BOOK  AND  INFORMATION  on  Family 

Ministries.  Write  or  call:  Dr.  Jacobson,  Family 
Education,  9330  W.  Escuda  Dr.  Peoria,  A Z 
85382.  Call:  (602)  566-1794. 

BARTLETT,  TN.  BARTLETT  UNITED  Meth¬ 

odist  Church  is  accepting  applications  for  a  Di¬ 
rector  of  Christian  Education  in  a  church  of 
2,600  members.  Experience  in  a  large,  multiple 
staff  church  is  preferred.  700  average  attendance 
in  church  school.  Salary  negotiable.  Please  send 
resume  to:  Bartlett  United  Methodist  Church, 
5676  Stage  Road,  Bartlett,  TN  38 1 34. 

1982  FORD  CHURCH  BUS,  51  passenger. 
13,000  miles,  $8,000.00.  Call:  (504)  665-8331  or 
(504)  665-1315  or  write:  Live  Oak  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1 38.  Watson,  LA  70726.  ! 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH.  First  Methodist 

Church  of  Euless  is  looking  for  a  part-time  Youth 
Minister  (approximately  15-20  hours).  Give  me  a 
call:  (817)  283-4421  or  home:  Metro  (817)  267- 
1 200.  Dan  W.  William.  Senior  Minister.  1 

700-MEMBER  CHURCH  WITH  ACTIVE  youth 

ministry  seeks  Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Joseph  Bullington.  Jr.,  Covenant  UMC, 
2606  W.  Main.  Dothan,  AL  36301. 

POST-SINGAPORE  WORLD  METHODIST 

Council  meeting  China  study  tour,  August  1-13, 
1991.  Hongkong/Shanghai/Nanjmg/Beijing/Xian/ 
Hongkong.  Inclusive  price,  $1,750.  Participants 
would  coordinate  own  pre/post  tour  travel.  Led  by 
Rev.  Ewing  W.  Carroll,  Jr.,  Director  United  Meth¬ 
odist  China  Program.  Interested  persons  call:  (212) 
870-3687  or  write:  475  RSD,  Rm.  1537,  New 
York,  NY  101 15.  Only  twelve  places  left. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 

for  Westcliff  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas.  Applicants  must  have  prior  experi¬ 
ence  in  youth  ministry  in  a  multiple  staff  situa¬ 
tion.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Applicants 
contact:  Dr.  Mike  Young,  4833  Selkirk  Drive, 
Fort  Worth.  TX  76109. 

HAND  BELLS.  SEEKING  USED  SET  of  not  less 

than  25  bells  in  good  condition.  Contact:  First 

MANUSCRIPTS  WANTED.  NEW  YORK  pub¬ 

lishing  company  will  publish  your  book  if  you 
guarantee  200  advance  orders  of  your  books. 
Welstar  Publications.  (212)  928-7528. 

United  Methodist  Church,  Kenner,  LA.  (504) 
469-4796,  Reverend  Peterson. 

LAND.  LOTS  OF  LAND.  Owner  financing  of 

this  remarkable  real  estate.  270  acres.  Lake.  Four- 

“CLASSIC  FURNITURE  WORKS”—  stripping, 

repair  and  refinish  service  for  pews,  furniture,  etc. 
Quality  work,  reasonable  cost.  10777  Turbeville 
Rd.  #120.  Dallas,  TX  75243.  (214)  341-1619. 

story  main  building,  chapel,  gym,  six  houses,  four 
modular  classrooms.  Own  sewage  treatment 
plant.  Asking  $  1 ,700,000.  Willee  Ackerman, 

(2 1 6)  456-79 1 1 .  Coldwell  Banker-  T.K.  Harris. 

Speaker:  'Carefree'  step-families 

churches'  help  urged 
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LOUISIANA  CONFERENCE  CENTER 


A  Venture  in  Faith 


Forward 

March! 


Editor’s  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week’s  column  is 
written  by  Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  President  Conference  Board  of  Trustees. 

In  June,  our  Annual  Conference  passed  a  resolution  to  establish  a 
Conference  Center.  This  is  one  of  the  most  far-reaching  and  encour¬ 
aging  pieces  of  legislation  we  have  enacted  in  years. 

When  many  were  working  on  the  abolition  of  the  Central  Confer¬ 
ences,  ideas  were  discussed  to  bring  unity  in  our  Conferences.  A  cen- 
trally  located  Conference  Headquarters  was  one  item,  and  a 
Conference  Center  another. 

We  have  realized  the  dream  of  one  and  now  we  can  go  forward 
with  the  other. 

We  need  to  continue  to  dream  about  it.  So  much  can  be  done  and 
so  many  activities  can  eventually  take  place  there. 

Everything  from  retreats  to  group  meetings,  to  worship,  to  youth 
activities  can  be  done  —  and  all  will  bring  a  spirit  of  unity  to  the  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Make  no  mistake,  however,  that  everything  will  be  quick,  or  easy. 
This  is  a  long  term  project  which  will  evolve  one  step  at  a  time. 

But  the  leadership  of  the  Conference  —  lay  and  clergy  alike  —  are 
committed  to  it.  The  United  Methodist  Women,  United  Methodist 
Men,  United  Methodist  Youth,  and  Board  of  the  Laity  as  well  as  all 
of  the  official  structure  of  the  Conference  are  already  working.  The 
Bishop,  the  District  Superintendents,  and  the  Conference  Staff  are 
deeply  involved.  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  one  of  our  great  churchmen 
of  this  and  any  other  day,  is  going  to  spend  the  early  part  of  his  retire¬ 
ment  to  develop  the  project. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  the  leadership  of  a  great  Bishop  and  great 
Conference  leadership  at  a  time  when  we  really  need  It. 

On  September  9,  1990,  a  special  offering  will  be  taken  in  your 
church  to  support  the  initial  phase.  Please  be  generous. 

But  be  generous  with  more  than  your  money.  If  that  was  all  that 
was  being  asked  of  you,  it  would  be  an  empty  project. 

We  need  your  ideas,  we  will  need  your  labor,  and  we  need  your 
prayers,  as  well. 

If  you  wish  to  volunteer  or  have  any  suggestions,  let  us  hear  from 
you.  You  may  write  to  the  Conference  Center  Committee,  in  care  of 
Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  at  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  Loui¬ 
siana  70802. 

You  will  be  participating  in  one  of  the  greatest  dreams  in  the  histo¬ 
ry  of  United  Methodists  in  Louisiana.  You  will  be  making  dreams  a 
reality. 


“For  two  decades,  the  dream  of  a  Conference  Center 
has  been  kept  alive  by  laity,  clergy  and  episcopal  leader¬ 
ship.  This  is  not  just  a  dream  for  a  plot  of  ground  with  fa¬ 
cilities  for  fellowship,  worship,  and  nurture.  It  is  a  dream 
of  a  visible  unifying  symbol  of  our  oneness  as  United 
Methodists  all  across  Louisiana. 

“I  urge  you  to  carefully  study  the  materials  available 
through  your  local  church.  I  feel  certain  you  will  catch  the 
spirit  and  vision  of  the  Center  and  hope  you  will  share 
significantly  in  this  offering. 

William  B.  Oden 

Bishop,  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Share  Our  Vision 

“We  were  elated  when  the  votes  tallied  indicated  that  the  majority 
of  the  delegates  at  our  20th  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  voted  to 
accept  the  recommendation  for  the  new  Conference  Center.  Now  we 
should  all  look  forward  to  helping  in  developing  the  type  of  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  that  we  have  envisioned.  Such  a  Christian  setting  will  be 
used  fully  in  promoting  and  fostering  training  for  children,  youth  and 
adults.  This  will  be  a  growth  process  for  United  Methodists.” 

Leroy  and  Anita  Crump, 

Members,  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church,  New  Orleans 

“The  United  Methodist  Women  are  anxiously  awaiting  a  place  of 
our  own  to  have  our  retreats  and  other  group  meetings.” 

Norma  Winegeart, 

President,  United  Methodist  Women 
“The  Conference  Center  has  the  potential  to  greatly  enhance  the 
spiritual  growth  possibilities  of  the  people  of  our  Conference.  I  am 
excited  to  be  a  part  of  such  a  project  and  intend  to  do  my  part  in 
bringing  that  spiritual  growth  potential  to  fruition.” 

Larry  Stafford, 

Chair  of  Conference  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration 
“Two  thoughts  readily  come  to  mind  regarding  the  Conference 
Center.  First,  this  is  a  goal  that  we  have  thought  about  too  long.  We 
have  to  begin  somewhere!  There  is  no  such  thing  as  the  right  time. 
We  must  go  forward  at  this  time.  Second,  we  have  a  tendency  to  view 
things  as  ends  in  themselves.  We  should  not  view  the  Conference 
Center  as  the  culmination  of  our  dreams  and  goals.  The  Center  will 
only  be  the  beginning  of  great  opportunities  for  the  growth,  nurture, 
development,  and  future  of  Methodism  in  Louisiana.” 

Donald  Avery,  Pastor, 

Neely  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
“When  Mount  Sequoyah  was  being  built,  the  youth  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  asked  that  youth  groups  give  a  penny  for  each 
youth  that  was  in  the  group.  If  the  youth  started  with  that  idea,  why 
not  continue  and  start  giving  toward  our  very  own  Conference  Re¬ 
treat  Center.  The  Center  will  not  be  only  for  the  adults,  it  will  also  be 
for  the  youth  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.” 

Brian  Smith, 

President,  Conference  Council 
on  Youth  Ministries 

"The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Conference  Center  will  be  a 
gathering  place  for  all  Methodists  in  our  state.  Our  United  Methodist 
Men  will  be  enriched  by  having  a  beautiful  Center  for  our  Retreats, 
District  Rallies,  and  meetings  where  all  men  can  gather  to  fulfill  our 
purpose  of ‘United  Men  in  Christ.’  ” 

Boyd  E.  Baun, 

President,  Louisiana  Conference 

United  Methodist  Men 

“A  Conterence  Retreat  Center  will  be  a  place  for  persons  to  renew 
their  faith  in  many  different  ways.  I  look  forward  to  its  becoming  a 
reality.” 

Chris  Andrews, 

Spiritual  Advisor  of  Cursillo 
“Praise  the  Lord.  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  We  have  tak¬ 
en  the  first  step  toward  reuniting  our  church.  For  years  we  struggled 
with  youth  work  in  our  Conference.  Always  limited  because  of  no 
room!  For  years  we  have  been  limited  in  UMW  work.  No  room!  We 
have  also  been  limited  in  our  UMM  programs  and  gatherings.  No 
room!  This  is  not  to  mention  work  with  singles  and  older  adults.  Yes! 
We  need  a  Conference  Center! 

John  R.  Oldham, 

Pastor,  Harmony  Chapel-Lisbon-Arizona 

United  Methodist  Churches 


Why  Do  We  Need  It? 

The  purpose  of  the  Conference  Center  is  to: 


1 )  Provide  a  place  for  the  development  of  unified,  inclusive  fellowship  among  the  membership  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

2)  Provide  the  opportunity  for  the  enrichment  of  the  spiritual  life  of  all  1 35,000  Louisiana  United  Methodists  and  generations  to  come. 

3)  Improve  the  present  conference  programming  by  overcoming  the  physical  limitations  of  current  facilities. 

4)  Allow  for  the  possibility  of  additional  resourcing  not  now  provided. 


CONFERENCE  CENTER  SUNDAY 

September  9, 1990 

Our  Goal  for  Purchase  and  Planning  Phase 

$375,000 
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Alcohol  ad  warnings:  Yes 


A  relatively  obscure  initiative  in 
the  war  on  drug  abuse  merits  active 
support  by  all  Christians. 

The  initiative  is  proposed  federal 
legislation.  House  Bill  4493,  cur¬ 
rently  being  considered  by  a  con¬ 
gressional  subcommittee. 

H.R.  4493  would  require  warnings 
in  alcohol  beverage  ads  about  poten¬ 
tial  health  and  safety  consequences  of 
alcohol  use.  Similar  warnings  already 
are  required  for  cigarette  ads. 

The  proposed  law  would  require 
printed  ads  to  include  a  toll-free  800 
number  for  counseling  and  referral. 
In  broadcast  ads  the  warnings  would 
have  to  be  read  aloud  and  appear  in 
written  form  on  television. 

We're  encouraged  that  numerous 
church  leaders  have  testified  on 
Capitol  Hill  in  favor  of  H.R.  4493. 
They  include  the  Rev.  Thom  White 
Wolf  Fassett,  chief  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  social-action 
agency  (see  UMR,  Aug.  10). 

Others  of  us  should  join  hands 
with  Mr.  Fassett  and  company.  Do¬ 
ing  so  is  an  expression  of  Christian 
compassion  for  the  estimated  20 
million  Americans  who  have  been 
harmed  by  their  use  of  alcohol  and 
illegal  drugs. 

It  also  reinforces  our  witness  to 
others,  particularly  young  people, 
about  the  need  to  be  good  stewards 
of  our  bodies,  as  a  precious  gift  of 
God,  by  avoiding  such  involvement. 

Here  are  three  additional  reasons  to 
encourage  support  of  H.R.  4493  by 


your  congressional  representatives: 

■  Warnings  in  ads  about  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  alcohol  would  be  a  long-term 
step  toward  truth-telling.  They 
would  make  a  sobering  counter¬ 
point  to  the  false  "good  life”  image 
that  alcohol  producers  try  to  asso¬ 
ciate  with  their  products. 

■  Required  warnings  would  signal 
a  societal  commitment  to  stop  deny¬ 
ing  that  alcohol  is  a  dangerous  and 
widely  abused  drug.  This  point  is 
particularly  important  with- respect 
to  youths.  Many  have  been  misled 
by  immature  or  ignorant  adult  ex¬ 
ample  to  regard  alcohol  as  merely  a 
harmless  party  beverage.  It  isn’t. 

■  Inclusion  in  ads  of  information 
about  getting  help  for  alcohol-relat¬ 
ed  problems  would  enhance  public 
awareness  of  the  availability  of  and 
need  for  effective  drug  treatment. 
The  effectiveness  of  “just  say  no” 
approaches  is  limited.  People  who 
can’t  say  “no”  on  their  own  need 
specialized  therapy  and  guidance 
about  how  to  obtain  it. 

H.R.  4493  is  no  panacea.  It  is, 
however,  an  important  part  of  com¬ 
prehensive  efforts  to  battle  drug 
and  alcohol  abuse.  These  include 
both  the  federal  government’s  war 
on  drugs  and  the  church’s  initiative 
being  led  by  Bishop  Felton  H.  May. 

To  express  your  support  for  H.R. 
4493,  write  to  your  congressional 
representative  and  senators  and 
urge  others  in  your  congregation  to 
do  likewise. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Boston  trial  should  concern  all  Christians 


Thoughtful  Christians  should  be 
concerned  about  the  results  of  the 
recent  Twitchell  trial  in  Boston. 

A  married  couple  was  convicted 
of  involuntary  manslaughter  in  the 
1986  death  of  their  2-year-old  son. 
The  Twitchells  are  Christian  Scien¬ 
tists  and  had  relied  on  spiritual 
healing  instead  of  medical  care. 

This  case  is  an  obvious  invasion 
by  the  state  into  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment  right  of  religious  freedom. 
Christian  Science  originally  was  a 
reform  movement  to  restore  the 
lost  practice  of  spiritual  healing  to 
the  19th  century  church. 

Today,  most  “mainline” 
churches  believe  in  spiritual 
healing,  pray  for  the  sick  and 
hold  healing  services. 

The  Twitchells’  sentence  man¬ 
dated  that  their  remaining  chil¬ 
dren  be  subject  to  regular  medi¬ 
cal  examinations  and  treatment. 
That  action  echoes  the  story  of 
Daniel  and  the  lion’s  den:  If  you 
don’t  worship  our  gods — medi¬ 
cine  and  medical  technology — 
you  will  be  thrown  into  jail. 

With  due  respect  to  physicians 
and  their  vocation,  we  must  not 
lose  sight  of  the  ultimate  healer, 
God.  More  than  25  percent  of 
the  Gospels  refer  to  Jesus'  heal¬ 
ing  ministry. 

If  we  truly  believe  in  the  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  prayer  and  God’s  do¬ 
minion  over  our  lives,  we  should 


respect  those  who  practice  these 
beliefs  and  guard  their  constitu¬ 
tional  right  to  do  so. 

Mary  Ann  Ott 
Mancos,  Colorado 

Heaven's  open  too 

In  the  Aug.  10  “What  others 
are  saying”  column,  you  quote 
George  Jones,  country  and  west¬ 
ern  musician,  as  saying,  "Hell 
stays  open  all  night  long.” 

I  remind  everyone  that  Heaven 
stays  open  all  night  long  also. 
Winfrey  C.  Link 
Fairfield  Glade,  Tennessee 

Insensitivity  appalled  me 

I’m  writing  concerning  your 
July  27  article  on  the  miscarriage 
liturgy. 

I’m  appalled  at  the  insensitivity 
with  which  the  liturgy  was  handled 
by  the  "leaders”  of  our  church. 

The  argument  about  when  life 
begins  is  not  or  should  not  be  an 
issue  when  dealing  with  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  a  bereaved  couple  in  the 
event  of  a  miscarriage.  Whether 
the  church  has  a  consensus  of 
when  life  begins  doesn’t  matter. 
To  the  grieving  “parents,”  it  was 
indeed  a  child. 

How  can  we  say  to  them,  “Do 
not  grieve.  It  was  only  a  fetus”? 
Or  “Do  not  weep.  It  was  not  yet 
alive.”  Many  times  it  has  taken 


months  to  achieve  a  pregnancy 
that  ends*  in  a  miscarriage.  This 
child  has  been  long  awaited  by 
both  parents.  How  can  we  not 
comfort  them? 

I  feel  for  Karen  Westerfield- 
Tucker,  the  liturgy’s  author. 
Through  her  wanting  to  comfort 
others  who  have  suffered  miscar¬ 
riages,  she  has  been  thrust  into  a 
debate  that  has  nothing  to  do  with 
extending  a  hand  in  Christian  love. 

May  the  Lord  forgive  those 
who  don’t  understand  and  help 
them  to  come  to  an  understand¬ 
ing  that  we  cannot  allow  the 
world’s  debates  and  issues  to 
come  before  the  work  of  the 
church  in  comforting  our  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 

Sandra  Isom 
Wichita,  Kansas 

Article  clarified 

In  the  July  27  “Faith  Connec¬ 
tions”  column  is  an  article  head¬ 
lined,  “How  Many  Bishops?” 

The  article  states:  “The  North¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  would  have 
the  church  drop  the  membership 
formula  and  let  each  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  five  U.  S.  regions 
decide  how  many  bishops  it 
needs  for  ’fulfilling  the  mission 
of  the  church.’  ” 

This  is  misleading.  It  implies 
that  each  of  the  jurisdictions 
would  make  the  final  decision 


about  the  number  of  bishops. 
The  petition  that  was  adopted 
provides  for  General  Conference 
to  change  the  number  upon  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference  involved  and 
the  Interjurisdictional  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Episcopacy. 

The  North  Central  Jurisdiction 
is  considering  a  similar  petition. 
Ruth  A.  Daugherty 
West  Chester,  Pennsylvania 

You  take  her  too  seriously 

Stephen  Swecker  is  too  good  a 
man  to  allow  himself  to  be  buffa¬ 
loed  out  of  his  pride  in  our  United 
Methodist  heritage  by  a  snip  of  a 
hotel  clerk  who  doesn’t  know  the 
difference  between  a  Methodist 
and  a  Baptist. 

He  may  have  a  point  in  his 
July  13  article,  but  it  seems  to  me 
he  takes  the  ignorance  of  this  girl 
entirely  too  seriously. 

If  she’s  going  to  serve  the  pub¬ 
lic,  she’d  better  learn  a  few  facts 
of  life.  If  I  were  her  supervisor, 
I’d  put  her  to  work  counting  nap- 
Jcins  for  the  restaurant. 

That  might  be  dangerous, 
though — probably  she  wouldn’t 
know  the  difference  between  a 
napkin,  a  pillow  case  and  a  sheet. 
They’re  all  made  of  linen,  aren’t 
they?  "Sheesh!” 

Joseph  H.  Grostephan 
Unicoi,  Tennessee 


Here  I  StancL 


Is  it  possible  for  the  world  to  live  without  an  'enemy'? 


By  WILLIAM  I.  BRYAN  111 

Communists  have  been  the  ene¬ 
my  all  my  "baby-boomer”  life.  Dur¬ 
ing  my  parents’  lives,  the 
Depression  was  the  frustrating  ene¬ 
my  among  us.  Then  the  Nazis  be¬ 
came  the  foreign  enemy. 

Today  U.S.  citizens  are  presented 
with  a  new  enemy:  the  Arabs. 

A  long  history  is  behind  creation 
of  this  enemy. 

Moslems  once  bogeymen 

The  Moslem  Saracen  was  the  bo¬ 
geyman  to  children  in  the  Middle 
Ages.  Crusades  mark  our  history  and 
theirs.  The  Moors  threatened  Eu¬ 
rope.  The  hostages  in  Iran  frightened 
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"Here  I  Stand"  is 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  William  J. 

Bryan  III  is  pastor  of 
Grace  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Dallas  (North  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 

us  all.  Iraq  used  chemical  weapons  in 
this  decade.  The  Arab  nations  dom¬ 


inate  the  world  oil  supply  upon 
which  our  lifestyle  depends. 

Then  Iraq,  under  the  command 
of  President  Saddam  Hussein,  at¬ 
tacked  Kuwait.  Because  we  and  oth¬ 
ers  feared  Saudi  Arabia  would  be 
next,  thousands  of  our  troops  now 
stand  guard  in  the  desert. 

Ironically,  despite  the  growing  par¬ 
ticipation  of  Arab  nations  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  Mr.  Hussein,  Arabs  are  being 
offered — through  media  and  political 
rhetoric — as  the  enemy  for  the  last 
half  of  our  lives.  We  are  being  invited 
to  receive  into  our  hearts  another 
Cold  War-type  enemy. 

Spiritual  question  at  hand 

This  question  isn’t  a  political  one 


My  Witness  - 

M.B.A.  studies  helped  me 
deepen  my  Christian  faith 


By  W.  THOMAS  DEEVER 

“All  right  class,  we  need  a  review 
session  to  get  ready  for  the  final 
exam  in  managerial  economics,” 
the  graduate  school  instructor  said. 
"How  about  meeting  here  Sunday 
morning  at  10  a.m.?” 

I  sat  there,  caught  off  guard,  and 
said  nothing  as  most  of  the  class 
nodded  their  heads  in  approval. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  whoever  does  the  will  of  my 
Father  in  heaven  is  my  brother  and 
sister  and  mother."  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  James  4:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  Aug.  27 

Monday:  Psalms  95: 1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  95:6-1 1 
Wednesday:  Exodus  1 7: 1-7 
Thursday:  Exodus  17:8-16 
Friday:  Matthew  16:13-20 
Saturday:  Romans  1 1:33-35 
Sunday:  Romans  1 1 :36 


My  mind  had  said,  “Could  we 
schedule  the  session  at  another  time? 
1  attend  church  on  Sunday  morning.” 

Somehow  the  words  never  came 
out.  I  had  missed  an  opportunity  to 
witness  as  a  Christian  businessperson. 

I  was  two  months  into  a  two-year 
program  that  enables  people  with 
management  responsibilities  to 
earn  a  master  of  business  adminis¬ 
tration  degree  while  still  working. 
Most  of  my  previous  vocational  ex¬ 
perience  had  been  in  science. 

I  was  now  moving  directly  into 
the  business  world.  I  had  entered  the 
program  expecting  to  learn  about  a 
subject  quite  different  from  my  aca¬ 
demic  training.  What  I  didn’t  antici¬ 
pate  was  how  much  I  would  leant 
about  myself  as  a  Christian. 

I  already  knew  that  I  was  hesitant 
to  witness  as  a  Christian.  I  realized 
that  the  more  I  learned  about  the 
management  of  business,  the  more  I 
found  myself  getting  caught  up  in  the 
potential  for  power  and  money. 

The  turning  point  came  late  one 
night  when  I  was  working  on  an  “op¬ 
erations  management”  assignment.  I 
came  across  a  notebook  in  which  I 
had  printed  out  the  Wesleyan  Cove¬ 
nant.  This  covenant  calls  us  to  turn 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life .  W.  Thomas  Deever  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church ,  Fair- 
port,  N.Y.  (Western  New  York  Annual 
Conference). 

over  our  entire  life  to  God.  I  was  to 
“freely  and  heartily  yield  all  things 
to  Thy  pleasure  and  disposal.” 

1  became  convinced  that  even  the 
knowledge  I  was  gaining  about  our 
capitalistic  system  could  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  God.  My  challenge  was  to 
remember  that  I  was  a  Christian 
first  and  businessperson  second. 

I  came  to  realize  that  I  needed  to 
leant  much  more  about  my  Christian 
religion.  Here  I  was  spending  3.000 
hours  over  two  years  studying  busi¬ 
ness.  How  much  time  had  I  spent  in 
my  entire  life  studying  about  Chris¬ 
tianity?  Not  that  much. 

If  I  was  to  serve  faithfully  as  a 
Christian  who  was  in  the  business 
world,  I  had  better  understand  all  I 
could  about  the  teachings  of  my  faith. 

Where  am  I  after  completing  the 
two-year  M.B.A.  program? 

I’m  now  much  more  comfortable 
witnessing  among  businesspeople. 
I’m  continuing  my  study  of  Chris¬ 
tianity.  And,  I’m  convinced  that 
Christians  can  grow  closer  to  God, 
even  at  a  business  school. 

Thank  you,  God,  for  speaking  to 
us  in  all  walks  of  life. 
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of  who  deserves  to  be  the  enemy. 

Nor  is  it  a  pacifist  question.  Mili¬ 
tary  action  may  be  necessary  to  stop 
oppression  in  the  future  as  it  has 
been  necessary  in  the  past.  Chris¬ 
tians  have  a  tradition  of  “just  war” 
standards  to  guide  our  response. 

Rather,  this  question  is  a  spiritual 
one:  Must  we  accept  another  enemy 
into  our  hearts  and  our  personalities? 

Or  can  we  live  without  an  enemy? 

Our  history  of  enemy-laden  living 
is  long.  Adam  and  Eve  needed  the 
snake.  The  first  brothers,  Cain  and 
Abel,  became  enemies  to  the  death. 

The  Psalms  have  so  many  curses  on 
enemies  that  polite  churches  omit 
those  passages  from  their  worship. 

Then  Jesus  comes  along  and 
preaches  on  the  hillside: 

“You  have  heard  that  it  was  said, 

‘You  shall  love  your  neighbor  and 
hate  your  enemy.’  But  I  say  to  you, 

Love  your  enemies  and  pray  for 
those  who  persecute  you,  so  that  you 
may  be  children  of  your  Father  who 

What  do  you  think? = 


is  in  heaven”  (Matthew  5:43-44). 

Paul,  who  was  converted  on  his 
way  to  Damascus  with  a  pack  full  of 
enemy-sized  handcuffs,  later 
preached: 

"Beloved,  never  avenge  your¬ 
selves,  but  leave  it  to  the  wrath  of 
God;  for  it  is  written,  ‘Vengeance  is 
mine.  I  will  repay,  says  the  Lord.’ 
No,  if  your  enemy  is  hungry,  feed 
him;  if  he  is  thirsty,  give  him  drink; 
for  by  so  doing  you  will  heap  burn¬ 
ing  coals  upon  his  head.  Do  not  be 
overcome  by  evil,  but  overcome 
evil  with  good”  (Romans  12:20). 

Without  an  enemy? 

Can  we  live  without  a  declared, 
acknowledged,  constantly  rein¬ 
forced  enemy? 

Doing  so  would  mean  giving  up 
do-it-yourself  security.  We  must  un¬ 
derstand  that  life  is  fragile.  It  was 
fragile  at  the  beginning.  It  will  be 
fragile  at  the  end.  All  of  our  fragile 
life  is  lived  by  God’s  grace. 


It  would  mean  giving  up  blaming 
the  snake.  We’d  have  to  take  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  our  own  sins,  rather 
than  claiming  "the  serpent  beguiled 
me.”  Many  more  moments  of  con¬ 
fession  would  be  necessary  for  our 
mental  health. 

It  would  mean  finding  something 
to  take  up  the  space  in  our  hearts 
and  personalities  now  filled  by  ha¬ 
tred.  Love  of  God  and  work  for 
peace  and  justice  fit  that  space. 

It  would  mean  that  we  must  find 
something  to  glue  us  together  and 
something  to  sell  each  other  besides 
shared  fear,  hatred,  vengeance  and 
death. 

Join  me  in  refusing  to  make  the 
Arabs  or  any  other  nation  or  people 
the  enemy  in  our  hearts. 

Love  peace.  Discern  what  is  bet¬ 
ter,  and  work  for  it.  Maybe  even  die 
to  stop  what  is  evil. 

But  we  must  not  build  our  lives 
upon  the  hatred  of  an  enemy. 


/ 
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The  Rev.  William  ).  Bryan,  author  of  this  week's  "Here  I  Stand"  column  (above),  asks,  "Can  we  live 
without  an  enemy"  such  as  Iraq's  Saddam  Hussein?  As  a  Christian,  what  do  you  think?  Is  it  necessary 
or  inevitable  that  societies  have  enemies?  Why  or  why  not?  Responses  must  be  postmarked  no  later 
than  Sept.  10  and  must  be  limited  to  no  more  than  a  single  type  written,  double-spaced  page.  Send  re¬ 
plies  to  "Think,"  The  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266. 
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Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 
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(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 
Subscription  rates:  SI 8  per  year  for  national  edi¬ 
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ond  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas,  Texas,  and 
additional  post  ofTices. 
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Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
TX  75266-0275. 


What  others  are  saying; 


“Most  of  our  character  is  estab¬ 
lished  early  in  life.  Adversity  can 
help  build  it.  Coaches  can  help  mold 
it.  But  in  our  adult  years,  the  only 
thing  I’ve  seen  that  can  radically 
change  a  person’s  basic  character  is 
a  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ.” 

— Tom  Landry,  United  Methodist 
and  former  head  coach,  Dallas  Cow¬ 
boys 


“Selling  the  church,  proclaiming 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  calls  for 
timing,  patience  and  persistence — 
and  sensitivity  to  the  situation  and 
the  person  with  whom  we  are  deal¬ 
ing.  We  don’t  make  disciples  by 
bullying  or  bribing.  We  make  disci¬ 
ples  by  being  disciples.” 

— The  Rev.  Boyce  Bowden,  director 


of  communications,  Oklahoma  An¬ 
nual  Conference 


“You  don’t  have  to  defend  the 
Gospel.  You  have  to  live  it.  That’s  a 
lot  tougher.” 

— The  Rev.  June  Nilssen,  Lutheran 
pastor,  Milwaukee  V 
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Faith  at  work 


Methodist  youths'  hugs  break  down  barriers 


International  conference  in  Mexico  finds  many  ways  to  communicate  ' from  the  heart' 
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Edmond  Browning 


NEW  LEADERS  ELECTED:  New 

leadership  of  United  Methodist  Encounter  was 
elected  at  a  meeting  of  160  national  leaders  of 
the  all-volunteer,  donation-supported  move 
ment  Aug.  7-12  in  Houston.  Elected  were:  Paul 
and  Jean  Wright  of  Coppell,  Texas,  executive 
lay  couple,  and  the  Rev.  David  and  Pat  Bush  of 
St.  Clairsville,  Ohio,  executive  clergy  couple,  for 
United  Methodist  Marriage  Encounter,  and 
Morgan  and  Anne  Staines  of  Mission  Viejo 
Calif.,  executive  lay  couple,  and  the  Rev.  Eric 
and  Roseann  Martin  of  Canton,  Ohio,  national 
clergy  couple,  for  United  Methodist  Engaged 
Encounter.  United  Methodist  Encounter  isaffil 
iated  with  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  but  re¬ 
ceives  no  money  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

ROMANIAN  BISHOP  HURT:  Bi¬ 
shop  Laszlo  Tokes,  noted  as  the  catalyst  for  last 
winter’s  Romanian  revolution,  was  critically  in¬ 
jured  in  an  automobile  col¬ 
lision  in  Hungary  Aug.  7.  A 
family  spokesman  said  that 
surgery  was  successful  but 
that  the  Hungarian  Re¬ 
formed  Church  leader 
would  need  two  to  six 
months  to  recuperate.  De¬ 
tails  of  the  incident  and 
particular  injuries  weren’t 
immediately  available.  However,  it  was  report¬ 
ed  that  the  bulk  of  the  car  he  was  in  and  quick 
action  by  the  bishop’s  government  driver  may 
have  saved  Bishop  Tokes'  life. 

WORKS'  WORKS  CITED:  The 

founder  and  head  of  the  North  Conway  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Boston  has  received  the  1990  Outstand¬ 
ing  Achievement  Award  from  the  Center  for 
Alcohol  Studies  program  at  Rutgers  University. 
The  Rev.  David  A.  Works,  a  65-year-old  Epis¬ 
copal  priest  and  alcoholic,  was  honored  for  his 
significant  contribution  and  leadership  in  the 
alcohol  and  drug  studies.  The  Rutgers  center  of¬ 
fers  an  internationally  recognized  program  for 
professionals  engaged  in  treating  and  research¬ 
ing  alcoholism. 

GROUP  RENEWS  BID:  A  major  tra¬ 
ditionalist  group  in  the  Episcopal  Church  has 
asked  Presiding  Bishop  Ed¬ 
mond  Browning  again  to 
consider  establishing  a  non- 
geographic  province  for  tra¬ 
ditionalists.  In  early  May 
Bishop  Browning  rebuffed  a 
similar  request  from  the 
traditionalist  Episcopal 
Synod  of  America.  The 
group  wanted  him  to  form  a 
committee  that  would  lay  groundwork  for  a 
10th,  non-geographic  church  province  in  the 
United  States.  However,  bishops  in  the  synod 
decided  July  24  to  ask  Bishop  Browning  once 
more  to  convene  a  study  group  to  consider  the 
10th  province  concept. 

MISSIONARIES  SET  FREE:  Liberian 

rebels  have  freed  a  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
family,  officials  of  the  denomination’s  Foreign 
Mission  Board  said  recently.  Fran  and  Ed 
Laughridge  and  their  son  Edward,  20,  were  con¬ 
fined  for  a  week  to  their  mission  80  miles  north 
of  the  capital  city  of  Monrovia  and  not  allowed 
to  use  their  radio.  They  resumed  radio  commu¬ 
nications  with  the  outside  world  last  week.  They 
said  rebel  leaders  told  them  there  was  a  misun¬ 
derstanding  because  they  never  were  ordered  re¬ 
stricted  to  their  mission  site. 

SCOTS'  DECLINE  DECRIED:  Con¬ 
tinuing  membership  losses  in  the  Church  of 
Scotland  mean  that  the  Presbyterian  body  must 
reconcile  itself  to  being  a  minority  in  society 
with  less  influence.  That’s  the  opinion  of  the 
Rev.  Alec  Cheyne,  retired  professor  of  church 
history  at  Edinburgh  University.  Writing  in  the 
Church  of  Scotland  publication,  “Life  and 
Work,”  Dr.  Cheyne  says  the  membership  de¬ 
cline — from  a  peak  of  1.3  million  in  1956  to 
804,468  in  1989 — has  been  “catastrophic."  Al¬ 
though  the  Church  of  Scotland  continues  to  be 
the  largest  denomination  in  Scotland,  which  has 
a  national  population  of  5  million,  the  historian 
predicts  a  further  membership  loss  of  200,000 
before  the  end  of  the  century. 

PRESIDENT  CRITICIZED:  The  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Evangelicals  has  accused 
the  Bush  administration  of  “courting"  the  ho¬ 
mosexual  lobby.  The  evangelical  group  cites  the 
invitation  of  gay-rights  leaders  to  the  White 
House  for  the  public  signings  of  bills  related  to 
their  concerns  as  proof.  By  doing  that,  the  ad¬ 
ministration  “sacrificed”  its  label  as  the  up¬ 
holder  of  traditional  values  in  the  eyes  of  many 
evangelicals,  warned  Dr.  Robert  P.  Dugan,  head 
of  the  association’s  Washington  office.  The 
warning  came  in  a  letter  to  President  Bush. 

RIVERSIDE  CLERIC  NAMED:  a 

Presbyterian  minister  and  labor  organizer  with 
a  long  record  of  human-rights  activism  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America  has  been  named  executive  minister 
at  New  York’s  renowned  Riverside  Church.  The 
Rev.  David  W.  Dyson,  43,  comes  to  the  newly 
created  Riverside  post  following  15  years  as  a 
labor  organizer.  He  reports  to  the  Rev.  James  A. 
Forbes,  the  senior  minister  and  former  preach¬ 
ing  instructor  at  nearby  Union  Theological 
Seminary.  Mr.  Forbes  selected  Mr.  Dyson  from 
an  initial  list  of  90  candidates. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

OAXTEPEC,  Mexico— Hugs 
were  all  it  took  to  break  down 
barriers  at  the  International 
Christian  Youth  Conference. 

Delegates  from  northern  Eu¬ 
rope  opened  a  door  to  friendship 
with  a  skit  in  which  they  por¬ 
trayed  a  barrier  reminiscent  of 
the  now-toppled  Berlin  Wall. 

Youths  with  interlocked  arms 
comprised  the  “wall.”  Those  on 
either  side  reached  for  each  oth¬ 
er,  stretching  high  and  low  until 
the  barrier  broke. 

Then  hugs  broke  out  all  over  the 
stage.  Embraces  spilled  into  the  au¬ 
dience  until  all  were  clapping  and 
hugging  and,  in  the  end,  cheering. 

Thus  did  the  nearly  500  Meth¬ 
odist  youths  and  young  adults — 
ages  16  to  30 — from  37  nations 
break  barriers  of  language,  politics, 
race  and  culture  during  the  Aug.  7- 
1 4  gathering  in  a  cool  mountain  re¬ 
sort  south  of  Mexico  City. 

No  country  dominates 

“This  was  our  first  truly  inter¬ 
national  event,”  said  the  Rev.  H. 
Eddie  Fox,  world  evangelism  di¬ 
rector  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council.  “No  one  country  domi¬ 
nated  this  conference  [the  fourth 
since  1980].” 

The  event  was  the  first  bilin¬ 
gual  conference.  All  worship  ser¬ 
vices,  Bible  studies,  songs  and 
meetings  were  conducted  in 
Spanish  and  English. 

Many  English-speaking  partici¬ 
pants  found  bilingual  Mexicans 
eager  to  translate  for  those  who 
didn’t  speak  Spanish. 

But  language  proved  to  be  no 
barrier  for  the  participants.  They 
found  they  could  tell  their  faith 
stories  in  pantomime,  dance  or 
drama. 

“You  find  there  are  so  many 
ways  to  communicate  when  the 
desire  is  from  the  heart,”  said 
participant  Terrence  Bethel  of 
the  Bahamas. 


Prayers,  songs  and  smiles  also 
broke  barriers.  Each  morning, 
flowering  vines  or  palm  trees 
sheltered  small  “community” 
groups  of  many  nationalities. 
Participants  held  hands  while 
praying  or  singing. 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Mexi¬ 
co,  host  of  the  conference,  provid¬ 
ed  live  music  for  worship  and 
entertainment,  colorfully  cos¬ 
tumed  folk  dances  and  a  fiesta 
with  mariachi  band  and  pinatas. 

Yet  amid  the  conference’s  wel¬ 
coming  celebrations,  there  were 
still  the  realities  of  a  harsh  world  to 
be  faced  (see  accompanying  story). 

Youths  face  'giants' 

The  Rev.  Tallulah  F.  Williams, 
a  United  Methodist  from  Chica¬ 
go,  called  such  realities  "giants.” 

"We  must  challenge  and  con¬ 
front  the  principalities  and  pow¬ 
ers  that  are  destroying  God’s 
people  and  destroying  God’s 
world,”  she  said.  “All  around  us 
are  the  giants.” 

She  cited  as  examples  racism, 
oppression,  sexism,  injustice, 
drugs  and  sin. 

“But,”  she  said,  “when  God  is 
with  me,  the  giants  are  as  bread. 
I’ll  eat  them  for  breakfast.  God  is 
with  you.  Go  up  at  once  and  pos¬ 
sess  the  promised  land.” 

The  youths  went  on  to  address 
such  giant  global  issues  as  poverty, 
homelessness,  AIDS,  chemical  ad¬ 
diction  and  teen  pregnancy. 

A  youth  parliament,  called  the 
“Asamblea”  in  Spanish,  produced 
a  resource  document  for  youths 
and  youth  leaders  on  those  and 
other  current  issues.  Included  are 
prayers,  songs,  poems,  dramas  and 
other  program  aids  for  use  by 
youths  around  the  world. 

The  International  Christian 
Youth  Conference  resource 
booklet  is  to  be  available  in  the 
United  States  from  the  Rev.  H. 
Eddie  Fox,  Scarritt-Bennett  Cen¬ 
ter,  1008  19th  Ave.  S.,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37212-2166. 


Hostility  to  Protestants 
cited  in  visa  troubles 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

OAXTEPEC,  Mexico — Visa 
problems  attributed  to  religious 
prejudice  marred  the  Internation¬ 
al  Christian  Youth  Conference. 

Several  participants  had  diffi¬ 
culty  obtaining  entry  visas. 

Bishop  Raul  Ruiz  and  other 
officials  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Mexico  said  the  entry  difficul¬ 
ties  were  symptoms  of  the  hostil¬ 
ity  some  Mexican  officials  feel 
toward  Protestants. 

Ten  Korean  delegates  were  de¬ 
nied  entry  visas  to  Mexico  so 
they  could  not  attend  the  confer¬ 
ence.  Two  Estonians  initially  re¬ 
fused  entry  were  later  admitted. 

Some  participants  reportedly 
were  detained  and  interrogated 
upon  arriving  in  Mexico  because 
they  had  indicated  they  were 
headed  for  a  church-related  event. 

No  difficulties  for  U.S.  citizens 
were  reported. 

Among  those  barred  was  South 
African  Methodist  Bishop  Peter  J. 
Storey,  who  was  to  be  a  speaker  at 
the  conference  (see  UMR,  Aug.  10). 


OAXTEPEC,  Mexico — Methodist 
youths  of  37  nations  join  hands 
in  friendship  and  song  at  the 
fourth  International  Christian 
Youth  Conference  (top  photo). 
Above  left.  The  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico,  host  of  the 
week-long  event,  provided  live 
music  and  colorful  folk  dances. 
Above  right,  participants  Ivan 
Caballera  Casas  (left)  and  Dan¬ 
iel  Venegas  Diaz  (right)  proudly 
wear  their  national  costume  to 
opening  worship.  At  right,  a  par¬ 
ticipant  makes  no  secret  of  her 
affiliation.  Below,  a  game  of 
passing  a  filled  cup  of  water 
brings  friendly  competition. 
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Bishop  Raul  Ruiz 
. . .  tried  to  solve  vise  problems 
Mexican  Methodist  and  World 
Methodist  Council  officials  report¬ 
edly  tried  to  ease  the  visa  prob¬ 
lems  but  had  limited  success. 

“Even  though  the  world  is  a 
global  village,  there  are  still 
many  closed  gates,"  said  the  Rev. 
H.  Eddie  Fox,  world  evangelism 
director  for  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  sponsor  of  the  youth 
conference. 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


UM  law  expert:  Witchcraft  allegations  'not  official 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

A  recent  accusation  that  a 
witchcraft  ritual  was  allowed  by 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  isn’t 
an  “official  charge”  under  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  law — even  though 
first  reports  about  the  allegation 
treated  it  as  if  it  were. 

That’s  the  informal  assessment 
of  the  head  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  "supreme  court,"  the  Judi¬ 
cial  Council. 

The  dean  of  the  theological 
school  said  he  thinks  the  whole 
issue  is  a  misunderstanding  and 
could  have  been  cleared  up  by  a 
telephone  conversation. 

Nonetheless,  the  allegation  is  be¬ 
ing  handled  as  a  matter  of  course 
by  the  denomination’s  University 
Senate  (see  UMR.  Aug.  17). 

Church  law  gives  the  Universi¬ 
ty  Senate  responsibility  for  re¬ 
viewing  the  qualifications  of 
colleges,  universities  and  theo¬ 
logical  schools  for  affiliation  with 


The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Congregation  seeks  action 

A  congregation  in  Oklahoma  is 
seeking  disciplinary  action 
against  the  United  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  seminary  at  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas. 

The  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Ketchum,  Okla..  made 
its  request  based  on  an  allegation 
that  the  school  allowed  a  witch¬ 
craft  ritual  to  be  conducted  dur¬ 
ing  a  "Women’s  Week”  program 
in  February. 

But  the  allegations  against  the 
school  aren't  "actual  charges"  under 
denominational  law.  said  Thomas 
Matheny  of  Hammond,  La.  Mr. 
Matheny  is  an  attorney  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Judicial  Council. 

“Actual  charges  could  not  be 
filed  by  an  individual  or  a  church 
against  an  institution  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,”  Mr. 
Matheny  said.  “Charges  would 
have  to  be  filed  by  an  annual 
conference  or  a  jurisdiction"  to 


be  dealt  with  as  a  matter  of 
church  law. 

Senate  could  investigate 

Although  a  congregation  can't 
actually  file  charges,  Mr.  Math¬ 
eny  said,  the  church  board  could 
“write  a  letter  asking  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  for  an  investigation.” 
which  the  Senate  could  decide  to 
perform. 

The  Administrative  Board  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Ketchum  voted  to  send  a  letter 
to  the  University  Senate  asking 
for  punitive  and  remedial  actions 
against  the  seminary. 

The  Rev.  John  W.  White  Jr., 
president  of  Nebraska  Wesleyan 
University  in  Lincoln  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  University  Senate, 
said  the  Senate  had  received  the 
letter. 

"It's  an  unusual  thing  for  the 
Senate  to  receive  a  complaint 
like  that,”  he  said.  "Usually  that 
kind  of  thing  would  be  handled 
by  the  concerned  parties  contact¬ 


ing  the  school,  which  I  under¬ 
stand  was  not  done  in  this  case. 
Instead  they  sent  a  letter  to  us.” 

Dr.  White  said  the  letter  would 
be  referred  to  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  University  Senate 
for  consideration  at  its  Oct.  10 
meeting  in  Washington. 

Seminary  not  contacted 

The  Rev.  James  E.  Kirby  Jr., 
Perkins  dean,  said,  “The  people 
at  the  church  never  contacted  us 
at  all  to  try  to  talk  about  this. 
We've  only  just  this  week  re¬ 
ceived  a  copy  of  the  letter.  They 
didn't  send  one  to  me  or  to  Ken 
Pye.” 

Dr.  A.  Kenneth  Pye  is  president 
of  Southern  Methodist  University. 
A  spokeswoman  confirmed  that 
the  president’s  office  had  not  been 
contacted  by  anyone  from  the 
Oklahoma  church. 

In  a  telephone  interview  with 
the  Reporter,  Dr.  Kirby  said.  "I 
understand  that  this  is  an  issue  of 
accountability  for  those  folks. 


and  I  can  appreciate  that.  No¬ 
body  wants  to  think  their  semi¬ 
naries  are  off  doing  things  they 
shouldn't  be  doing. 

“I  listened  to  a  tape  recording, 
which  is  available  in  our  library, 
of  the  session  where  they  brought 
in  the  woman  to  talk  about  her 
particular  faith,  and  it  sounded 
like  a  show-and-tell  session  to  me 
and  not  like  some  ritual  was  go¬ 
ing  on. 

“One  of  the  things  some  peo¬ 
ple  either  do  not  know  or  forget 
is  that  the  average  age  of  our 
seminarians  now  is  34  years  old. 
These  are  grown-up  people  who 
do  not  have  to  be  led  around  and 
corrected,  and  they  tend  to  inves¬ 
tigate  things  like  this  for  the 
proper  reasons. 

“I  think  that  if  the  people  from 
the  church  had  contacted  us, 
maybe  even  called  us  on  the 
phone,  we  could  have  eased  their 
minds  and  explained  our  view  of 
this  educational  process  to  their 
satisfaction.” 
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= connections 

GIVING  RISES  SLIGHTLY:  United 

Methodists  have  contributed  $45  million  to  the 
work  of  the  church  through  June,  according  to  a 
quarterly  report  from  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration.  The  total  represents  a 
2.4  percent  giving  increase  over  the  period  last 
year.  Programs  supported  through  “special  day” 
offerings  posted  an  8.6  percent  increase.  Total 
for  special  offerings  so  far  is  $3.3  million. 

LAYMAN  GETS  POST:  The  u.s. 

Senate  has  confirmed  President  Bush’s  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Dr.  James  W.  Holsinger  Jr.  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va„  as  chief  medical  director  of  the 
Department  of  Veterans  Affairs.  Dr.  Hol- 
singer’s  new  position  involves  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  all  veterans’  hospitals.  The  physician  is  a 
prominent  United  Methodist  layman.  He  has 
served  several  years  as  lay  leader  of  the  Virginia 
Annual  Conference.  He  is  a  member  of  the  spe¬ 
cial  Committee  to  Study  Homosexuality  and  co¬ 
author,  with  Evelyn  Laycock,  of  “Awakening 
the  Giant,”  a  book  on  revitalizing  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

RECYCLING  HELP:  A  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  in  Irving,  Texas,  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  $20,000  recycling  grant  from  the  Texas 
governor’s  office.  The  money  reimburses  Plym¬ 
outh  Park  United  Methodist  Church  for  operat¬ 
ing  expenses  in  its  program  to  recycle  paper, 
glass  and  cans.  The  project  supports  the  state’s 
anti-litter  program,  “Don’t  Mess  With  Texas.” 

CLERGY  COUNSELOR:  The  Balti¬ 
more  Annual  Conference  has  named  Mary  R. 
Ebinger  as  associate  director  of  its  commission 
on  pastoral  care  and  counseling.  Ms.  Ebinger 
has  16  years’  experience  in  counseling.  The 
commission's  primary  role  is  to  provide  pasto¬ 
ral  care  and  counseling  to  clergy  members  of  the 
conference  and  their  families. 


'Putting  faith  to  work'  still  agency's  calling 

Restructured  Church  and  Society  seeks  to  bring  'big  picture'  to  'grass-roots'  witness 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER  that  people  like  Mr.  Yamaka  are  - -  ° 


Associate  Editor 

As  Alcinda  Franklin  of  Wal¬ 
dron,  Ark.,  tells  it,  she  didn’t  know 
that  the  person  she  was  tallcing  to 
was  on  the  staff  of  the  United 
Methodist  social-action  agency. 

"A  few  of  us  were  driving  into 
Fayetteville  (Ark.)  to  get  some  yo¬ 
gurt  during  a  break  from  a  jurisdic¬ 
tional  lab  school,”  Mrs.  Franklin 
said.  She’s  the  lay  pastor  of  two 
congregations  in  rural  Arkansas. 

Her  companions  included  the 
Rev.  Wesley  N.  Yamaka  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  staff  in  Washington. 

Responding  to  an  inquiry  by 
Mr.  Yamaka,  Mrs.  Franklin  told 
about  her  “death  row”  ministry 
with  a  man  convicted  of  killing  a 
police  officer. 

As  a  result  of  Mr.  Yamaka’s  in¬ 
terest,  she  said  excitedly,  an  arti¬ 
cle  about  her  imprisoned  friend 
is  to  appear  this  fall  as  part  of  a 
focus  on  the  death  penalty  in 
“Christian  Social  Action.”  That’s 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society’s  bimonthly  magazine. 

“The  Holy  Spirit  works  in  un¬ 
expected  ways,”  Mrs.  Franklin 
said.  “Wes  personalized  the 
Church  and  Society  board  for 
me.  Now  I  know  there  are  people 
there  like  me  who  eat  yogurt  and 
drink  tea.” 

Living  out  Matthew  25 

Mrs.  Franklin’s  chance  en¬ 
counter  demonstrated  for  her 


working  to  encourage  efforts  by 
United  Methodists  to  live  ac¬ 
cording  to  Matthew  25:  visiting 
the  imprisoned,  feeding  the 
hungry,  clothing  the  naked. 

Her  story  is  one  example  of 
how  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  carries  out  its  official 
“marching  orders"  as  stated  in 
church  law:  “to  relate  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  to  members  of  the 
church  . . .  and  the  world  in  which 
they  live”  (see  box  below). 

This  mandate  is  what  led  the 
board’s  chief  executive,  the  Rev. 
Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  recent¬ 
ly  to  make  the  following  claim: 

“We  are  the  evangelical  arm  of 
the  church — evangelical  in  the 
proper  sense  of  the  term,  mean¬ 
ing  conversion  and  witness.” 

“Faith  without  works  is  dead," 
Mr.  Fassett  explained  during  a 
roundtable  interview  that  includ¬ 
ed  other  members  of  his  staff. 
“Our  agency  represents  the  need 
to  put  faith  to  work.  That  was  the 
evangelical  motive  behind  John 
Wesley’s  witness.” 

The  48-year-old  official’s  sense 
of  high  calling  is  shared  by  others 
on  the  board  staff — despite  a  re¬ 
cent  agency  revamping,  includ¬ 
ing  personnel  and  funding 
cutbacks,  that  challenges  them  to 
do  more  with  less. 

Financial  pressures  caused  pri¬ 
marily  by  rising  health-insurance 
and  other  costs  compelled  the 
agency  to  absorb  a  10  percent 
cutback  in  professional  staff — 
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WASHINGTON  The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  top  executive  of  Church  and  Society,  is 
pictured  outside  the  United  Methodist  Building.  The  building  is  within  walking  distance  of  the 
U.S.  Capitol,  where  Mr.  Fassett  and  his  staff  often  represent  the  church's  public  witness. 

from  45  to  40— and  about  a 
$100,000  reduction  in  budget  for 
1 990,  to  $2.7  million. 


Something  to  look  at 

Despite  these  reductions,  Mr. 
Fassett,  the  agency’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive  since  1988,  expressed  hope 
that  “our  new  design  is  some¬ 
thing  the  rest  of  the  church  will 
look  at.” 

He  pointed  out  that  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  restructuring  replaces  a  tra¬ 
ditional  top-down  hierarchical 
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presentation  of  Gnostic 
writings  in  English.  A 
first-class  piece  of  work 
on  an  important  sub- 
/ect. ' — Adris  Newsletter 
Published  Price:  $35.00 
Order  01314 
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The  Living  Psalms 
Claus  Westermann 

Writing  about  what  he 
knows  and  loves. 
Westermann  depicts  the 
Psalms  '  structure,  sub¬ 
stance.  and  saving 
praise  Published  Price: 

$27  95  Order 
01608 


The  Melody  of  Theology 

A  Philosophical 
Dictionary 
laroslav  Pelikan 

A  beautiful  spiritual  and 
intellectual  autobiogra¬ 
phy  m  the  form  ot  a  dic¬ 
tionary  Published  Price 

$ 20.00  Order 
01588 


Participating  in  Worship 
Craig  D.  Erickson  ~ 


Concentrates  on  the  indi¬ 
vidual  elements  of  the 
liturgy — how  they  came 
about,  what  they  mean 
and  how  they  can  be 
custom-tailored  to  a  par¬ 
ticular  congregation. 
Published  Price  $14.95 
Order  01620 


Theology  for  the  Third  Millennium 

An  Ecumenical  View 
Hans  Kiing 


ENOCLOPEDIA 


Harper's  Encyclopedia  of  Religious 
Education 
Edited  by  Iris  V.  and 
Kendig  Brubaker  Cully 


The  most  complete,  de¬ 
tailed  source  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  all  aspects  of 
religious  education. 
Published  Price:  $34.95 
Order  01657 


A  leading  theologian  trie • 
to  find  middle  ground  in 
the  great  ecclesiastical 
controversies  of  history 
Published  Price:  5 24.95 
Order  01541 


Protestant  Worship 
lames  F,  White 

A  surprising  survey  of 
the  developments  in 
liturgy  within  ten  Protes¬ 
tant  traditions. 

Published  Price.  $15.95 
Order  * 1619 


working  style  with  a  collabora¬ 
tive  style  based  on  staff  “flexibil¬ 
ity,”  that  is,  a  willingness  to  learn 
and  do  each  other’s  jobs. 

Members  of  his  staff  expressed 
confidence  that  the  resulting 
cross-departmental  interaction 
would  benefit  local  churches,  pri¬ 
marily  by  fostering  a  “big  pic¬ 
ture"  approach  to  social  issues. 

Mr.  Fassett  and  his  staff 
stressed,  however,  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  “listen  and  learn”  from 
grass-roots  church  members  in 


addition  to  being  the  church’s 
advocate  on  public  issues. 

“Young  people  particularly 
want  nothing  to  do  with  a  church 
that’s  not  relevant  in  any  way  to 
the  reality  that  they  face  today,” 
he  said. 

“We  as  a  church  are  losing 
members  and  aging  rapidly — not 
because  we  engage  in  too  much 
social  action,  as  some  have 
charged,  but  because  we  don’t 
have  a  strong  enough  social  wit¬ 
ness  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition.” 


Today's  issues  are  'different' 
but  no  less  critical,  says  exec 


About  one-third  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society’s  staff 
time  is  directed  toward  the  needs  of 
local  churches,  districts  and  annual 
conferences,  according  to  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  chief  executive,  the  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett. 

Another  one-third,  Mr.  Fassett 
said,  focuses  on  the  agency’s  tradi¬ 
tional  and  sometimes  controversial 
efforts  as  advocates  of  the  church’s 
stance  on  social  issues  such  as  alco¬ 
hol  and  drug  abuse  and  environ¬ 
mental  matters. 

Mr.  Fassett  acknowledged,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  agency  has  had  a  low¬ 
er  profile  on  public  advocacy  issues 
in  recent  years  compared  to  20 
years  ago.  The  primary  reason,  he 
explained,  is  because  “the  issues  are 
different.” 

For  example,  he  said,  “We  don’t 
have  a  landmark  civil-rights  bill 
pending  that  people  are  marching 
for.” 

However,  he  said,  the  issues 
themselves  and  the  agency’s  efforts 
to  address  them  are  no  less  critical. 

He  noted  his  own  recent  testimo¬ 
ny  before  a  U.S.  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  subcommittee.  He 
backed  proposed  legislation  to  re¬ 
quire  warnings  in  ads  for  alcoholic 
beverages  (see  related  editorial  else¬ 
where  in  this  issue). 


The  agency's  mandate 
"The  purpose  of  [the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Societyl 
shall  be  to  relate  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  the  members  of 
the  church  and  to  the  persons  and 
structures  of  the  communities  and 
world  in  which  they  live.  It  shall 
seek  to  bring  the  whole  of  human 
life,  including  all  activities,  pos¬ 
sessions,  and  community  and 
world  relationships,  into  confor¬ 
mity  with  the  will  of  God.  It  shall 
show  the  members  of  the  church 
and  the  society  that  the  reconcili¬ 
ation  God  effected  through  Christ 
involves  personal,  social  and  civic 
righteousness."  (Paragraph  1102, 
1988  Book  of  Discipline). 


In  addition  to  such  traditional 
commitments,  he  said,  he  and  his 
colleagues  remain  committed  to  ad¬ 
dressing  persistent  societal  injus¬ 
tices  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
particularly  issues  involving  the 
rights  of  women  and  minorities. 

“It’s  ludicrous  to  say,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  that  we’re  experiencing  a  resur¬ 
gence  of  racism  in  our  society,”  Mr. 
Fassett  said.  “There  never  was  a 
cessation  of  racism.  It’s  only  moved 
into  the  shadows.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


New  head  of  seminary 
takes  over  at  Claremont 


Atlas  of  the  Christian  Church 


Ministry  Through  Word  and 


Edited  by  Henry 

Chadwick  and  G.R. 

Evans 

Sacrament 

Thomas  Oden 

The  Practice  of  Christian 
Spirituality 

Contains  42  maps  and 

to  provide  nourishment 
or  guidance  in  eight 
crucial  areas.  Published 

Pnce  $19.95  Order 
01021 

SOUL 

FiUEXF 

over  300  illustrations 
’An  excellent  piece  ot 
work,  highly  recom¬ 
mended  ' — Adris  News¬ 
letter  Published  Price: 

'Ak 

hi 

lion  and  responds  to  a 
great  need  '—Henri  /,  M. 
Nouwen  Published 

Pme  $  H  95  Order 

$40.00  Order 

thomas  coon 

01125 

|  Mail  to:  Religious  Book  Club,  P.O.  Box  1 1442,  Des 
■  Moines,  Iowa  50336 


■“1 


Faith  of  Our  Fathers 

Religion  and  thr  New 


eminent  historian 
looks  at  the  origins  ot  the 
relationship  between 
church  and  state 
Published  Price  S 15.95 
Order  * 0774 
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Reasonable  Enthusiast 

|ohn  Wesley  and  Ihe  Rise 
of  Methodism 
Henry  D.  Rack 

Sets  lohn  Wesley  and  his 
movement  against  the 
background  of  the  time 
Published  Price:  $  39  95 

Order  01660 


The  Living  God 

Thomas  Oden 

A  wide-ranging  ecumeni¬ 
cal  approach  to  theology 
bringing  together  the 
Catholic.  Protestant,  and 
Orthodox.  Published 
Price:  $29.95  Order 
01062 


1  Please  enroll  me  In  the  Religious  Book  Club.  Send  me  the 
I  three  choices  I  have  listed  below.  Bill  me  only  $3.00  plus 
I  postage  and  handling.  If  I  am  not  satisfied,  I  may  return 
|  the  books  within  ten  days  and  owe  nothing.  I  understand 
|  that  1  am  obligated  to  buy  2  books  within  the  next  6 
|  months  from  the  Religious  Book  News  Bulletin.  The 
I  Bulletin  will  be  mailed  to  me  16  times  a  year  so  that  I  can 
purchase  books  at  special  discounts.  I  agree  to  the  terms 
for  accepting  or  rejecting  the  Featured  Selections,  as  ex¬ 
plained  in  this  offer. 


My  numbered  selections: 


|  Bonus  Offer.  Also  send  me  one  more  book  at  the  low 
|  price  of  only  $5,  which  will  be  billed  to  me. 

I  U90 


By  COLLEEN  SANDERS- HATFIELD 

Editor,  Desert  Southwest  conference  edition 

Being  a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  in  the  U.S.  Congress  is  “not  so 
different  from  being  at  an  annual 
conference,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
W.  Edgar  recently. 

Mr.  Edgar,  47,  has  become  the 
fourth  president  of  the  United 
Methodist-related  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Claremont.  Calif.  He  suc¬ 
ceeds  the  Rev.  Richard  W.  Cain, 
who  retired. 

From  1975  through  1986  Mr.  Ed¬ 
gar,  a  Democrat,  represented  Penn¬ 
sylvania’s  7th  Congressional 
District  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives.  He  served  on  the  Veter¬ 
ans  Affairs,  Public  Works  and 
Transportation  committees  and  was 
chair  of  the  Congressional  Clearing 
House  on  the  Future. 

After  leaving  the  House  in  1987, 
Mr.  Edgar  was  executive  director  of 
the  Committee  for  National  Securi¬ 
ty.  It  promotes  public  education  on 
arms  control  and  Soviet  relations. 

He  said  he’d  been  searching  for  a 
position  in  higher  education  since 
leaving  Congress.  He  said  he  believes 
“[education]  will  be  even  more  im¬ 
portant  in  the  next  few  years.” 

When  he  heard  of  the  opening  at 


.1 - 1  Claremont,  Mr.  Edgar  said  he  be¬ 


came  “more  excit¬ 
ed  as  I  learned  of 
the  challenges." 

"The  school  has 
48  percent  non¬ 
white  students 
and  13  percent 
women,”  Mr.  Ed¬ 
gar  said.  “The  av¬ 
erage  age  is  37, 
with  many  students  studying  for  a 
second  career.” 

Mr.  Edgar's  goals  for  the  future 
include: 

■  Putting  the  school  on  a  sound 
financial  basis. 

■  Internationalizing  the  theologi¬ 
cal  education  curriculum. 

■  Preparing  students  to  be  spiri¬ 
tual  leaders  for  the  next  century. 

■  Balancing  the  healthy  tensions 
between  theological  and  pastoral 
education. 

The  1965  graduate  of  United 
Methodist-related  Lycoming  Col¬ 
lege  preached  his  first  funeral  as  a 
student  pastor  when  was  19.  He  was 
ordained  a  deacon  in  1966.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  seminary  degree  from 
United  Methodist-related  Drew 
University  and  was  ordained  an  el¬ 
der  in  1968. 

Plans  are  underway  to  inaugurate 
Mr.  Edgar  during  a  three-day  event 
Dec.  3-5  on  the  Claremont  campus. 
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Conference  Center 
Special  Offering 
Sunday 

September  9,  1990 


May  We 
Help  You ? 


Editor’s  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave.  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week's  column  is 
written  by  Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed.  Executive  Director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana. 

For  the  first  time  in  my  40-year  ministry,  I  find  my  name  listed 
under  a  “Special  Appointment.”  The  specific  terminology  is 
“Executive  Director  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana.”  It  is  a  long  designation  for  what  may  be  a  confusing 
assignment  for  many  United  Methodists  in  Louisiana.  I’m  still  a  little 
puzzled  at  times  too,  but  let  me  see  if  I  can  help.  I  see  my  role  as  an 
extension  of  the  ministry  of  your  local  church  and  the  various 
institutions  of  the  conference.  I  like  to  think  of  myself  as  being  on 
your  staff  as  “Director  of  Development/Planned  Giving.”  My  job 
description  is  centered  in  three  main  areas:  Promotion  of  Planned 
Giving  in  the  Louisiana  Conference;  Monitoring  and  Investment  of 
Foundation/Pension  Funds;  and  working  with  local  churches  in  the 
area  of  Stewardship  and  Fund  Campaigns. 

There  has  been  some  reluctance  in  the  past  of  inviting  the 
Foundation  Director  in  for  fear  funds  may  be  drained  from  the  local 
church.  To  the  contrary,  my  goal  is  to  help  you  find  and  secure 
additional  money  for  your  church  or  institution.  The  only  reason  for 
our  existence  is  to  enhance  the  ministries  going  on  all  over  our  state. 

My  office  is  fully  funded  from  private  sources  and  we  truly  want  to 
serve  you  in  whatever  way  you  will  allow.  Please  call  me  to: 

•  preach  on  Sunday,  teach  an  adult  Sunday  School  class,  speak  at  ^ 

Church  Night,  Administrative  Board,  etc. 

•  conduct  a  Financial  Planning  Workshop. 

•  assist  your  church  in  a  Financial  Drive. 

•  write  a  monthly  article  for  your  church  paper. 

•  visit  for  or  with  you  about  those  considering  large  gifts  to  the 

church. 

May  we  help  you?  Call  or  write  either  the  Administrative  Assistant, 
Lori  Thode  or  me  in  the  Foundation  Office  at  the  Conference 
headquarters  in  Baton  Rouge.  We  will  respond! 


Seventeenth 
Annual  ^Meeting 
Louisiana  Conference 
r United  ^Methodist  Women 

September  14-15,  1990 
Theme:  "Links  to  Mission" 

Women  in  Mission!  YOU  are  the  Link! 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  will  convene  at  1  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe,  Friday,  September  14,  1990. 

Links  to  Mission  is  the  exciting  theme  for  the  event,  and  the  sub-title 
goes  on  to  tell  it  best  —  Women  in  Mission!  YOU  are  the  link! 

Norma  Winegeart,  Conference  President,  will  preside  over  the  meeting 
with  members  and  guests  being  welcomed  by  Dr.  William  Blakely,  host 
minister;  Marie  Young,  Monroe  District  President;  Sandy  DeCelle,  Local 
UMW  President;  and  Gloria  Bennett,  Chairperson  of  the  Local 
Arrangements  Committee. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Sandy  Wilder.  Sandy  is  currently  employed  as 
Secretary  for  Financial  Interpretation,  Women’s  Division,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  United  Methodist  Church.  Amy  Ward,  former 
president  of  the  Conference  UMW  and  Denise  Hygh,  who  is  currently 
serving  as  a  US-2  at  the  Moore  Community  Center  in  Biloxi,  will  also 
speak. 

Bea  Moak  and  Christine  Coleman  are  serving  as  Co-Chairpersons  of  the 
Annual  Meeting  Task  Force.  Lou  Medlock  Co-chairs  Local  Arrangements 
Committee  with  Ms.  Bennett.  They  join  in  extending  a  most  cordial 
invitation  to  all  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Women  to  attend  the  1990 
Annual  Meeting  at  First  Church.  For  further  information  contact  First 
Church,  Monroe  at  (318)  325-7335. 


if 


Dr.  William  Blakely,  Senior  Pastor  of  First  UMC,  Monroe,  is  shown 
with  Sandy  DeCelle,  President,  First  UMC  UMW,  Gloria  Bennett, 
Chairperson  of  Local  Arrangements,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Reeves, 
Associate  Pastor,  First  Church. 


Louisiana  Lottery: 

An  Issue  Of  Concern  To  All 

Coalition  Against  Legalized  Lottery  in  Louisiana  (CALLL)  has  been 
organized  to  encourage  64  parish  organizations  among  persons  of  many 
different  churches  to  oppose  lottery.  An  important  election,  the  vote  on  the 
lottery,  is  scheduled  for  Saturday,  October  6.  Watch  your  local  papers  for 
the  notice  of  the  organizational  meeting.  United  Methodists  are  asked  to 
join  with  persons  of  many  denominations  in  raising  the  issues  involved  in 
the  lottery  election,  in  voicing  the  position  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  encouraging  all  persons  to  vote.  The  recent  mailing  of  Cover¬ 
age  carried  helpful  pieces  available  in  quantity,  especially  in  the  issues  of 
the  lottery  and  flyers  urging  people  to  vote  against  it. 

Phil  Woodland,  Chairperson 
Legislative  Liaison  Committee 
Louisiana  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries 
United  Methodist  Church 


September  Conference  Calendar 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry:  Send  Aid  Grant  requests 
to  Treasurer 

5-7  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry:  Fall  Retreat 

Pendleton  Hospital  Clergy  Continuing  Education 
Event:  Clergy  Appreciation  Day 
9  Conference  Center  Offering  Observance 
13  United  Methodist  Women  Executive  Committee 
Meeting,  First  Church,  Monroe,  7:00  p.m  . 

14-15  United  Methodist  Women  Conference  Annual 
Meeting,  First  Church,  Monroe 
17-20  Jurisdictional  Camp  Leaders  Event,  Ceta  Canyon 
Camp,  Happy,  TX 

2 1-23  Area  Lab  School,  New  Orleans 

22  District  Leadership  Workshop  Sponsored  by  Dillard 
University  (for  youth  and  young  adults).  Cluster  III  — 
Baton  Rouge  and  Acadiana  Districts,  Wesley  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  9:00  a.m.-l:30  p.m. 

28  Board  of  Discipleship,  First  Church,  Pineville,  10:00 
a.m. 

29  Youth  Fall  Convocation,  Louisiana  College,  Pineville 
28-29  Methodist  Children’s  Home  Conference-wide  Workshop 

for  Clergy  and  Spouses,  Tall  Timbers 
28-30  Lake  Charles  District  Lab  School 
30-Oct.  2  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Ruston  District 


In  Memoriam 

Bishop  Paul  V.  Galloway  died  August  4,  1990.  Services  were  held 
August  8  at  Boston  Avenue  UMC  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  and  on  Friday, 
August  10  at  First  UMC  in  Stamps,  Arkansas.  Following  the  death  of 
Bishop  Kenneth  Shamblin,  Bishop  Galloway  was  reactivated  from 
retirement  in  November  of  1983  and  assigned  to  the  Louisiana  Area  for 
the  balance  of  the  quadrennium.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth  and 
one  son,  Paul  Vernon  Jr. 

Rev.  Thomas  A.  Hoover  Jr.,  pastor  of  Williams  UMC,  New  Orleans, 
died  August  15,  1990.  Services  were  held  at  Williams  UMC.  Rev.  Hoover 
was  58  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Lilia  H.  Tisdale,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  William  Oliver  Tisdale,  died  July 
1 7,  1 990.  Mrs.  Tisdale  was  88  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


An  evening  of  fun  and  fellowship  was  shared  by  all  when  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Pharr  Chapel  UMC,  Morgan  City  honored  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Calvin  Lapuyade  with  a  real  "pounding."  Members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  brought  "a  pound  of  something"  for  the  parsonage  to  a  cov¬ 
ered  dish  supper  which  followed  a  recent  evening  worship  service. 
The  Lapuyades  are  returning  for  their  third  year  in  Morgan  City. 


The  Lake  Charles  District  held  a  Junior  High  Camp  at  the  Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center,  July  16  through  20.  There  were  54  campers  and  12 
counselors  and  junior  counselors.  The  group  participated  in  a  Bible 
Study,  worship,  the  creation  of  a  daily  television  news  broadcast 
which  aired  after  the  evening  meal,  a  canoe  trip,  picnic,  a  nature 
hike,  and  a  host  of  other  adventures.  A  special  highlight  was  a  visit 
from  its  new  district  superintendent,  Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn.  Rev. 
Spiller  Milton  was  the  camp's  director. 


■Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Lafon  Nursing  Home 
Auxiliary  will  hold  its  Seventh 
Annual  Fashion  Show  Luncheon 
“1990  Fashions  on  Parade  and 
Luncheon”  Saturday,  September  8 
at  the  Bayou  Plaza  Hotel  in  New 
Orleans.  Proceeds  from  this  event 
will  benefit  Lafon.  Persons  who 
became  1 990  Life  Members  will  be 
honored.  Mrs.  Myraline  M. 
Jamison  is  president  of  the 
Auxiliary  and  Mrs.  Hazel  H. 
Webster  is  publicity  chairperson. 
Edward  J.  Lang  is  administrator  of 
Lafon.  *  »  . 

Martin  W.  Corie,  a  seminary 
student  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  was  recently  presented 
with  the  W.  B.  J.  Martin  Award  in 
Homeletics.  This  merit  award  for 
preaching  is  given  in  recognition  to 
an  outstanding  student  in  the 
introductory  preaching  class  for  the 
fall/spring  1 989-90  school  year. 


Three  members  of  the  Phoenix 
Class  of  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 
joined  Rev.  Charles  Langford  in 
Houston  recently  for  the  UMC’s 
National  Single  Adult  Ministry 
Leadership  Conference.  Class 
president  T.  J.  Ledet,  class  secretary 
Ginger  Johnson,  and  Acadiana 
District  Singles  Coordinator 
Rebecca  Stewart  attended  the 
event.  They  arrived  home  with 
many  ideas  and  dreams  for 
improving  and  expanding  ministry 
with  singles.  Several  other  class 
members  arrived  in  Houston  for  the 
weekend  where  a  concurrent 
national  gathering  for  singles  were 
held.  They  were  among  the 
approximately  400  participants  in 
the  two  events. 

•  *  * 

Rev.  Will  D.  Campbell,  minister 
and  author,  will  be  the  first  guest 


speaker  for  the  Virgil  Davis-Chris 
Andrews  Lecture  Series  which  is 
scheduled  for  September  17  and  18 
at  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston.  This 
lecture  series  is  a  gift  to  the  church 
and  community  from  Mrs.  Virginia 


Laskey  and  is  given  in  memory  of 
her  father,  Virgil  Davis  and  in 
honor  of  Rev.  Chris  Andrews.  Rev. 
Andrews  is  a  former  pastor  of 
Trinity  and  is  now  senior  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 


See  Special  Page 
on 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
In  This  Issue 


Around  the  Conference 


African  American  Clergy 
Focus  of  Seminar 

“Beyond  Survival  —  Meeting  the  Needs  of  African  American  Clergy  in 
the  21st  Century”  will  be  held  Sept.  12-15,  1990  at  Gulfside  Assembly. 
The  event  is  sponsored  by  The  Black  Church  Networker,  a  program  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Council  on  Ministries.  The  purpose  of  this 
event  is  to  provide  resources  to  help  Black/African  American  Clergy  move 
“Beyond  Survival”  in  their  struggle  to  feed  their  sheep  and  reach  the 
unchurched. 

Dr.  Alfred  Norris  of  our  Conference  is  a  part  of  the  leadership  for  this 
event.  Other  leaders  include  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.,  Kirby  Caldwell, 
Bill  Robinson,  Aaron  Black,  Ed  Wimgerly,  Zan  Holmes,  Joe  Harris,  J.  La- 
von  Kincaid,  Luther  Henry,  John  Coleman,  Robert  Felder,  J.  W.  Lofton, 
Henry  Masters,  Sheron  Patterson,  and  Austin  Frederick. 

For  more  information  persons  may  contact  Earl  Carter,  6155  Samuell 
Blvd.,  Dallas,  TX  75228,  214-321-7077,  or  Henry  L.  Masters  Sr.,  214-941- 
4133.  CEU  credits  will  be  offered  to  all  participants. 


Pictured  at  the  recent  Steppin'  Out  kick-off  reception  from  I.  to  r. 
are:  1990  Co-Chairs  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  E.  McHale  Jr.;  Methodist 
Health  System  President  Fred  Young  Jr.  and  Mrs.  Young;  and  1990 
Co-Chairs  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  C.  Roskind.  Methodist  Health 
System  Foundation  will  be  presenting  the  annual  event  to  benefit 
Methodist  Hospital  on  September  22  at  the  New  Orleans  Fairmont 
Hotel. 


Joshua  Mott,  son  of  Greg  and  Rita  Mott,  has  completed  the  require¬ 
ments  for  the  "God  and  Me"  Cub  Scouting  Award.  Joshua  was  pre¬ 
sented  the  award  at  a  recent  worship  service  by  Rev.  Lewis  L. 
Olmsted,  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Leesville.  Joshua  is  shown  with  his 
parents  and  Rev.  Olmsted. 
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Faith  forum 


Are  we  letting  religious  bias  inflame  Mideast  crisis? 


REUCIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


Moslems  pray  at  the  University  of  Iordan  Mosque  in  Amman.  Very  few  Christians  can  claim  an  under¬ 
standing  of  the  practices  and  beliefs  of  the  faith  of  Islam,  although  Christians  and  Moslems  share  a 
common  heritage  through  the  biblical  patriarchs. 


Brace  yourself  to  answer  a  ques¬ 
tion  you  might  prefer  to  ignore:  Are 
you  biased  against  Islam,  the  domi¬ 
nant  religion  of  most  Arab  nations? 

Odds  are  high  that  most  of  us 
who  live  in  the  United  States  are, 
according  to  a  recent  article  in  the 
“Christian  Science  Monitor.” 

“Our  anti-Arab  feeling  is  deeply 
cultural  and  goes  back  to  the  cru¬ 
sades,"  the  article  quoted  a  Middle 
East  expert  as  saying. 

For  example,  the  expert  noted, 
“Dante  put  Mohammed  in  the  sev¬ 
enth  circle  of  hell.”  He  added: 

“It’s  partly  [a  result]  of  our  Sun¬ 
day  school  teachings  of  the  Holy 
Land  as  a  place  for  Christians  and 
Jews  and  [partly]  the  enormous 
blind  spot  we  have  for  Moslems.” 

This  is  a  sobering  analysis  in  face 
of  the  world-threatening  crisis  in 
the  Middle  East  following  Iraq’s  in¬ 
vasion  of  Kuwait.  It  suggests  that 
we,  as  western  Christians,  may  be 
more  likely  to  promote  religious 
prejudice  than  reconciliation  amid 
such  hostilities. 

At  the  very  least  it  indicts  us  for 
having  an  “enormous  blind  spot,” 
toward  Arab  and  Islamic  peoples. 

Sadly,  that  indictment  has  a  basis 
in  fact. 

Christians  and  Moslems  claim  a 
common  heritage  via  the  biblical  pa¬ 
triarchs,  including  the  recognition 
that  there  is  only  one  true  God.  We 
share  holy  ground  in  Jerusalem.  Yet 
we  rarely  ever  acknowledge,  much 
less  celebrate  or  affirm,  our  spiritu¬ 
al  affinities. 

As  a  result,  few  Christians  can 
claim  even  minimal  awareness  of 
Islam’s  origins,  beliefs  and  prac¬ 
tices.  Instead,  we  tend  uncritically 


to  accept  media-hyped  stereotypes 
of  Islamic  believers  as  “fanatics,” 
“legalists,”  and  “terrorists.” 

This  stereotyping  casts  a  cloud 
over  the  current  Mideast  situation. 
World  opinion — including  that  of 
most  religious  organizations — 
rightly  condemns  the  aggressions  of 
Iraq’s  leader,  Saddam  Hussein. 

But  our  political  and  economic 
reasons  for  such  condemnation  are 
sufficient  without  blaming  his  reli¬ 
gion — which  also  is  the  religion  of 
our  nation’s  political  and  economic 


allies  in  the  Mideast. 

Overt  warfare,  should  it  erupt,  is 
horrendous  enough  without  stoking 
attitudes  that  de-humanize  those 
who  are  different  by  denying,  if 
only  by  silence,  that  they,  like  us, 
are  children  of  God. 

Rather,  we  should  point  out  that 
Jesus  calls  us  to  look  upon  Moslems 
as  our  “neighbors”  and  co-tenants 
of  planet  Earth.  As  rising  prices  at 
the  gas  pumps  illustrate,  the  fate  of 
persons  in  even  remote  parts  of  the 
world,  affects  the  fate  of  us  all. 


Particularly  at  this  critical  time, 
we  owe  it  to  ourselves  as  Christians, 
as  well  as  to  others  the  world  over,  to 
become  well  informed  about  our 
Moslem  neighbors. 

A  good  resource  for  both  individ¬ 
ual  and  group  study  is  a  text  by  a 
United  Methodist  minister  and 
scholar,  the  Rev.  R.  Marston  Speight: 
“God  Is  One — The  Way  of  Islam.”  It 
is  available  from  Cokesbury  book¬ 
stores  or  can  be  ordered  directly  from 
Friendship  Press,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Article  on  'pew  views'  sparked  my  thinking 


The  July  20  article  headlined, 
“Leaders,  ‘pew  views’  match  on  3  of 
7  policies,”  will  doubtlessly  gener¬ 
ate  a  great  deal  of  letters  like  this. 
Thanks  for  running  it. 

Several  levels  of  thinking  were 
generated  within  me  as  I  read  the 
article.  I  was  not  surprised  that  the 
level  of  difference  existed.  As  a  pas¬ 
tor,  I  have  had  quite  a  bit  of  experi¬ 
ence  with  that  reality.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  compare  laity  of  30 
years  ago  with  laity  of  now.  I  have  a 
feeling  that  the  conservatives  of  to¬ 
day  would  be  considered  radical  lib¬ 
erals  30  years  ago. 

Much  that  is  called  “liberal,”  is 
simply  thoughts  generated  because  of 
a  vastly  broader  experience  in  the  re¬ 
alities  of  our  world.  Some,  of  course, 
is  struggling  to  reach  beyond  the 
.  present,  sometimes  without  “com¬ 
mon  sense,”  as  the  laity  would  put  it. 

The  sad  part  is  when  leadership 
imposes  a  new  concept  without  lead¬ 
ing  a  people  to  it.  This  is  a  slow  pro¬ 
cess,  but  very  rewarding.  It  took  me 
four  years  to  help  a  person  realize 
that  a  minimum  wage  was  less  than 
necessities  for  living.  What  a  delight 
when  she  arrived! 

Your  article  is  a  success,  because  it 
has  generated  a  thought  or  two  in  at 


least  one  reader!  Thanks  for  doing 
it. 

Robert  D.  Simison 
Wichita,  Kansas 

Justice  was  no  friend 

An  article  in  the  Aug.  3  Reporter 
stated  that  Supreme  Court  Justice 
William  Brennan  was  “a  staunch 
proponent  of  religious  freedom  and 
separation  of  church  and  state.” 
That  is  debatable. 

Justice  Brennan  sided  with,  and 
quite  often  was  the  spokesperson 
for,  the  Court  majority  in  decisions 
which  have  eroded  religious  free¬ 
dom  over  the  past  three  decades. 
During  his  tenure  on  the  Court, 
American  school  children  have 
been  stripped  of  their  right  to  pray 
in  public  schools,  Nativity  scenes 
have  been  outlawed  on  public  prop¬ 
erty  and  some  25  million  unborn 
children  have  been  murdered  in  the  • 
abortion  holocaust. 

These  types  of  decisions  do  not 
reflect  the  attitude  of  someone  who 
values  freedom  of  religion  or  the 
basic  Judeo-Christian  principle  of  the 
sanctity  of  human  life.  Justice 
Brennan  was  no  friend  of  the  church. 
Christians  nationwide  should  rejoice 
that  he  has  finally  retired  and  pray 


that  his  chosen  successor,  David 
Souter,  should  he  be  confirmed,  will 
work  to  restore  the  freedoms  Justice 
Brennan  has  worked  to  destroy. 

Jai Gibson 
Wilmore,  Kentucky 

I'm  satisfied 

We  were  privileged  recently  to  have 
Don  and  Constance  Waddell,  United 
Methodist  missionaries  to  Chile, 
speak  in  our  church. 

Hearing  them  reminded  me  again 
of  just  how  far  off-base  the  Good 
News  and  Mission  Society  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  people  are  in  their 
criticism  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

It  gives  me  a  lot  of  satisfaction  to 
be  a  member  of  and  to  give  my  sup¬ 
port  to  a  congregation  that  supports 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
and  United  Methodist  Women. 

G.W.  French 
Dallas,  Texas 

Not  the  'leaven' 

I  just  finished  reading  the  editori¬ 
al  in  the  Aug.  3  issue  of  the  Report¬ 
er.  I  am  a  new  subscriber  and  am 
thoroughly  enjoying  reading  a  news¬ 
paper  about  “Christian  happen- 


What  others  are  saying 


“The  primary  goal  of  the  church  is 
to  reach  out  and  receive  people  into 
the  church,  just  as  they  are  with 
whatever  sin  they  bring,  relate  them 
to  God  and  develop  them  into  Chris¬ 
tian  disciples  to  send  them  back  out 
into  the  community  to  make  that 
community  more  loving  and  just.  So 
many  times  we  leave  out  the  part 
about  relating  them  to  God.” 

— The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general 
secretary’.  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship 
*  *  * 

“All  addictions  are  the  spiritual 
disease  of  trying  to  cover  pain.” 

— Keith  Miller,  author 


“Christians  have  not  always  been 
comfortable  with  the  idea  of  having  a 
living  will.  They  feel  that  it  somehow 
represents  impatience  with  the  will  of 
God.  ...  It  seems  to  me  that  God’s 
will  is  not  so  much  a  thing  to  wait  for 
in  a  passive  sort  of  way  but  something 
to  search  out  and  follow  with  dili¬ 
gence  and  prayer.  If  we  are  convinced 
that  God’s  will  means  that  we  should 
not  be  medically  sustained  in  a  state 
like  Nancy  Cruzan’s,  then  we  ought  to 
make  a  living  will  and  talk  to  our 
loved  ones  about  it.” 

— Galen  Meyer,  editor  of  ‘The  Ban- 
ner,”  weekly  publication  of  the 
Christian  Reformed  Church. 

*  *  * 


“Movies  are  a  powerful  media,  and 
as  artists  we  necessarily  have  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  make  this  world  a  bet¬ 
ter  place  to  five.  . . .  However,  I  don’t 
believe  that  moviegoers,  after  seeing  a 
violent  movie,  go  home  and  start  do¬ 
ing  violent  things  ...  If  we  start  blam¬ 
ing  movies  for  these  problems  I  think 
it’s  just  a  very  easy  way  to  get  out  of 
the  situation." 

— Renny  Harlin,  director  of  “Die 
Hard  2” 

*  *  * 

“Drawing  lines  in  the  sand  and 
issuing  ultimatums  and  public  lec¬ 
tures  are  poor  substitutes  for  negoti¬ 
ations.” 

— Pax  Christi  statement  opposing 
U.S.  presence  in  the  Middle  East 
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mgs." 

However,  there  is  one  thing  in  the 
editorial  that  is  not  scriptural.  We 
Christians  are  not  called  to  be  the 
“leaven  in  the  lump.”  Leaven  in 
scripture  is  a  “type”  of  sin.  That  is 
why  the  Jews  are  called  to  remove 
all  leaven  from  their  household  dur¬ 
ing  Passover  and  other  holy  feasts. 

We  are  to  be  salt  of  the  earth,  but 
not  “leaven  in  the  lump.” 

Martha  Millican 
Drummonds,  Tennessee 


of 


School  has  responsibility 

As  a  student  at  Perkins  School  < 
Theology,  I  would  like  to  comment 
on  your  Aug.  17  article  headlined, 
“Seminary  charged  with  allowing 
witchcraft  ritual  to  take  place.” 

In  the  article,  United  Methodist 
News  Service  quotes  the  Rev.  Stan¬ 
ley  J.  Menking,  associate  dean  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

Mr.  Menking’s  statements  that 
the  Perkins  “women’s  association  is 
one  of  several  independent  student 
groups”  and  that  the  workshop  was 
“optional”  are  very  misleading. 
They  imply  that  there  is  no  connec¬ 
tion  between  Perkins  and  the  wom¬ 
en’s  group,  and  that  therefore  no 
oversight  is  possible. 

The  Perkins  Women’s  Students 
group  is  one  of  several  organiza¬ 
tions  that  are  officially  recognized 
by  the  Perkins  Student  Association, 
of  which  every  Perkins  student  is  a 
member.  The  group’s  budget  is 
funded  by  the  Southern  Methodist 
University  student  senate  from 
mandatory  fees  paid  by  every  SMU 
student.  This  relationship  hardly 
justifies  the  terms  “independent” 
and  “optional.” 

Mr.  Menking’s  view  of  the  root 
issue  also  is  too  narrow.  His  com¬ 
ment  implies  that  there  are  no  lim¬ 
its  to  academic  freedom,  even  for  a 
church-owned  institution. 

Whether  this  is  true  or  not,  implicit 
in  it  is  the  assumption  that  all  United 
Methodists  are  expected  to  pay  for 
this  unlimited  academic  freedom. 

In  a  world  with  rapidly  growing 
mission  needs,  United  Methodists 
also  have  the  right  to  hold  their 
seminaries  accountable  for  their 
stewardship.  Mr.  Menking  appar¬ 
ently  ignores  this  point. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Perkins 
Women’s  Students,  at  the  very 
least,  exercised  very  poor  judgment 
in  this  affair.  And  now,  faced  with  a 
growing  backlash,  Perkins  officials 
are  trying  desperately  to  cover  their 
tracks.  In  so  doing,  they  are  misrep¬ 
resenting  the  root  issue.  A  better 
course  of  action  would  be  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  reoccurance. 

Robert  G.  Johnson  Jr. 

Dallas,  Texas 
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My  Witness — 

How  remarkable  that 
faith  bridges  nations! 


By  SUSAN  BUEHLER 

As  part  of  a  performance  tour  to 
Europe,  my  husband  and  I  spent  the 
month  of  June  touring  Austria  and 
Hungary.  As  an  extension  of  that 
trip,  we  enjoyed  an  excursion  to 
East  Germany  and  Czechoslovakia. 

Upon  our  arrival  in  Prague,  we 
were  met  by  the  Rev.  Miroslav 
Frankovsky,  minister  of  one  of  the 
Methodist  congregations  in  the  city 
and  the  source  of  our  sleeping  ac¬ 
commodations. 

After  getting  a  taxi,  we  arrived  at 
the  hostel  where  we  were  to  stay 
and  met  Mrs.  Frankovsky  who  was 
in  the  final  stages  of  cleaning  our 
newly-constructed  quarters. 

Despite  the  fact  that  it  was  not 
quite  like  home,  the  accommoda¬ 
tions  were  clean  and  our  hosts  were 
lovely,  caring  individuals  who 
would  have  moved  the  earth  to 
meet  a  request  from  any  one  of  us. 

Our  final  day  in  Prague  fell  on 
Sunday.  We  had  planned  to  attend 
the  worship  service  and  then  pre¬ 
pare  for  our  departure. 

At  8:30  a.m.,  the  Rev.  Ray  Bell,  a 
member  of  our  group,  approached 
me  with  the  news  that  the  organist 
was  not  going  to  be  able  to  attend 
the  service.  Rarely  passing  up  an 
opportunity  to  play  a  keyboard  in¬ 
strument,  I  volunteered  to  play  for 
the  worship  service. 

The  sanctuary  was  hardly  compa¬ 
rable  to  the  magnificent  architectur¬ 
al  masterpieces  that  so  many  of  us 
are  at  home  in  every  Sunday.  The 
worship  area  itself  was  quite  small 
and  held  only  homemade  items  es¬ 
sential  to  worship. 

The  congregation  consisted  main¬ 
ly  of  elderly  individuals  who  sang 
all  of  the  hymns  with  melodious 
hearts  full  of  unshakable  faith  in 
our  Lord  and  Saviour. 

As  the  service  progressed  in  a  lan¬ 
guage  foreign  to  my  ears,  I  suddenly 
was  aware  of  a  rhythmic  speaking 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  share 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Susan 
Buehler  is  organist 
and  music  coordina¬ 
tor  for  the  Baldwin 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baldwin 
City ,  Kansas.  (Kansas  Cast  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Witness," 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

pattern  with  which  I  was  familiar, 
and  I  began  to  recite  “The  Lord’s 
Prayer”  along  with  the  congrega¬ 
tion.  Verbally  we  bore  no  resem¬ 
blance  at  all,  but  it  was  quite 
evident  that  we  were  all  reciting  the 
same  prayer. 

My  speech  was  halting.  The  lump 
in  my  throat  grew  as  I  thought  how 
truly  remarkable  it  was  to  be  in  the 
midst  of  those  people  whom,  until  a 
few  minutes  earlier,  I  had  never 
seen  before  and  was  unaware  of  I 
their  existence  on  this  earth. 

How  truly  remarkable  it  was  that  I 
there  is  as  much  difference  in  our 
lives  as  there  is  distance  between 
our  homelands. 

How  truly  remarkable  it  was  that 
those  individuals  have  experienced 
strife,  oppression,  and  deprivation 
in  their  lives  that  I,  as  an  American, 
have  never  known. 

Yet,  how  truly  remarkable  it  was 
that  we  unlikely  individuals  were 
joining  our  hearts  and  voices  to¬ 
gether  in  the  same  prayer. 

In  that  small,  unpretentious  sanc¬ 
tuary  thousands  of  miles  from 
home  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  soon 
bridged  the  distance  and  narrowed 
the  differences  for  us  all. 

I  was  again  reminded  that  God  is 
constant,  God  is  everywhere  and 
continues  to  be  the  unchanging  cen¬ 
ter  of  our  existence. 


Here  I  Stand===== 

We  must  improve  our 
ministry  to  singles 


By  JULIE  YODER 

Kudos  to  my  church! 

When  I  approached  the  ministers 
about  my  organizing  a  singles’  fel¬ 
lowship  for  divorced,  widowed,  and 
never  married  middle-aged  people, 
they  offered  encouragement,  ad¬ 
vice,  and  use  of  the  copy  machine. 

Our  director  of  volunteers  sug¬ 
gested  ideas  for  successful  meetings 
and  group  dynamics.  Members  I 
had  never  met  approached  me  with 
names  of  their  single  acquaintances 
who  might  benefit  from  such  a  fel¬ 
lowship. 

Our  “Prime  Time  Singles”  group, 
admittedly  slow  in  getting  started, 
now  has  a  set  calendar  that  attracts 
young  thinking-people  from  several 
denominations. 

We  meet  on  Tuesday  evenings  for 
dinner  at  a  local  restaurant,  on  Sun¬ 
day  mornings  at  church  for  coffee 
and  conversation,  on  Sunday  eve¬ 
nings  at  a  park  to  hear  concerts,  and 
at  various  times  for  parties  or  trips 
to  the  Art  Institute  in  Chicago. 

Historically  speaking,  churches 
have  primarily  been  congregations 
of  nuclear  families  who  worshiped 
together.  Unfortunately,  the  family 
structure  in  our  society  has  changed 
dramatically  in  the  last  few  decades. 

Many  churches  and  conservative 
groups  tiptoe  around  this  fact  and  do 
not  provide  for  adult  single  people. 

Two  members  of  our  Prime  Time 
Singles  tried  to  begin  a  singles’  fel¬ 
lowship  in  two  other  churches  and 
were  told,  respectively,  "as  long  as 
it  doesn’t  interfere  with  the  married 
peoples’  activities,”  and  “we  don’t 
need  one  at  our  church.” 

A  few  people — and  churches — 
are  obviously  uncomfortable  deal¬ 
ing  with  divorced  men  and  women. 
In  some  respects  we  are  a  threat  or 
an  example  of  what  can  happen  to 
others.  We  are  not  part  of  the  tradi¬ 
tional  mainstream  biblical  focus, 
that  is,  the  “nuclear  family,”  and 
are  possibly  considered  a  burden  to 
some  congregations. 

This  is  a  double-edged  sword  for 
some  divorced  people.  Not  only  do 
they  have  to  endure  the  pain  of  a 
sometimes  unwanted  divorce  or 
loss,  but  the  institution  they  attend 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may 
express  their  opinions 
and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church. 

Julie  Yoder  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church, 

Champaign,  III.  (Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Annual  Conference.) 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for  con¬ 
sideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced  pages 
maximum  length)  to:  "Here  I  Stand,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 


for  nursing  their  wounds  doesn’t 
know  how  to  deal  with  them  or  to¬ 
tally  ignores  them. 

If  you  see  a  lone  person  in 
church,  try  going  up  to  that  person 
and  making  him  or  her  feel  wel¬ 
come.  Jesus  did  not  discriminate 
against  anyone.  Shouldn’t  we  at¬ 
tempt  to  follow  His  example? 

If  you  know  people  who  are  alone 
on  holidays — especially  those 
whose  children  are  visiting  the  for¬ 
mer  spouse — invite  them  to  join 
your  group. 

And  encourage  your  church  leaders 
to  include  single  people  in  their  plans. 
Mine  did  and  I  am  so  thankful  to  be  a 
vital  part  of  God’s  community. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“So  the  people  shouted,  and  the 
trumpets  were  blown.  As  soon  as 
the  people  heard  the  sound  of  the 
trumpet,  the  people  raised  a  great 
shout,  and  the  wall  fell  down  fiat,  so 
that  the  people  went  up  into  the 
city,  every  man  straight  before  him, 
and  they  took  the  city.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer  Matthew  12:50) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  3 

Monday:  Psalms  1 1 3 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 1 4 
Wednesday:  Exodus  19:1-6 
Thursday:  Exodus  19:7-9 
Friday:  Matthew  1 6:2 1  -23 
Saturday:  Matthew  16:24-28 
Sunday:  Romans  12:1-13 
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CHAPLAINS  'CLASSIFIED':  The 

denominational  affiliations  and  number  of  mili¬ 
tary  chaplains  assigned  to  the  Middle  East  due 
to  the  Iraqi  situation  is  “classified”  informa¬ 
tion,  according  to  Chaplain  Col.  Robert  E.  Lair 
Jr.,  a  United  Methodist  and  reserve  affairs  ad¬ 
viser  to  the  chief  of  chaplains  at  the  Pentagon  in 
Washington.  Lt.  Col.  Joseph  L.  Allred,  Army 
spokesman  at  the  Pentagon,  stressed  that  a 
chaplain’s  duty  is  to  serve  all  personnel.  “A 
chaplain  is  assigned  to  a  unit  and  he  is  deployed 
with  that  unit,  be  it  airborne  or  whatever,  and 
goes  when  and  where  they  go,"  said  Col.  Allred. 

UMCOR  CELEBRATION:  a  year  of 
celebration  for  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Reliefs  50th  anniversary  will  conclude  in 
New  York  Oct.  14  and  15  with  a  one-hour  tele¬ 
vision  broadcast  and  daylong  symposium. 
“Love  in  Action — Live”  will  be  broadcast  from 
the  Church  Center  for  the  United  Nations  at 
7:30  p.m.  (Eastern  Time)  Oct.  14  on  the  Vision 
Interfaith  Satellite  Network  (VISN)  and  Cokes- 
bury  Satellite  Television  Network  (CSTN).  An 
Oct.  15  symposium  at  the  Penta  Hotel  will  be 
moderated  by  United  Methodist  Bishop  C.P. 
Minnick  Jr.  of  Raleigh,  N.C.  The  symposium 
will  open  at  9:30  a.m.,  with  a  panel  and  discus¬ 
sion  on  the  topic,  “Into  the  Future  With  Faith: 
The  Church  Response.” 


EDITOR  NAMED:  An  editor  of  drug- 

and  alcohol-abuse  prevention  resources  has 
been  hired  by  United  Methodism’s  Church 
School  Publications  unit.  The  Rev.  Fred  D. 
Smith,  an  ordained  minister  in  the  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  will  oversee  de¬ 
velopment  and  editing  of  materials  for  adults, 
youth  and  children  on  substance-abuse  aware¬ 
ness  and  prevention.  A  graduate  of  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas,  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
doctoral  candidate  at  United  Methodist-related 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta.  Earlier  this  year 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  and  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  pledged  nearly 
$500,000  for  a  pan-Methodist  project  to  in¬ 
crease  awareness  in  churches  and  communities 
about  drug  and  alcohol  abuse. 


MANDELA  GIFT  DEBATED:  A 

$20,000  contribution  to  the  Mandela  Freedom 
Fund  will  be  considered  by 
the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries 
during  its  annual  meeting 
here  Oct.  11-18.  The  re¬ 
quest  for  the  contribution 
originally  was  made  by  the 
National  Council  of 
Churches  during  Nelson 
Mandela’s  visit  to  New 
York  in  June,  but  no  action  was  taken.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Willis  Logan,  director  of  the  council’s  Af¬ 
rica  Office,  the  Mandela  Freedom  Fund  has 
been  established  for  charitable  and  educational 
purposes.  It  will  assist  in  refugee  relief  and  re¬ 
settlement,  schooling  and  the  promotion  of  civil 
rights  and  other  humanitarian  efforts. 


BAYLOR  DANCE  BAN  STANDS: 

A  145-year-old  ban  on  dancing  on  campus  has 
been  reaffirmed  at  Baylor  University  in  Waco, 
Texas,  the  world’s  largest  Baptist  university. 
The  Rev.  Herbert  Reynolds,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist-related  school,  announced 
that  he  would  make  the  informal  ban  an  official 
policy  following  a  recent  vote  of  the  university 
trustees  to  allow  him  to  decide  the  matter. 


World's  churches  aid  Mideast  refugees 


Relief  also  sought  for  victims  of  Sri  Lanka  uprising ,  Philippine  quake >  Liberian  civil  war 

for  relief  work  after  the  Philippine 
earthquake  a  month  ago.  Mr. 
Hancock  said  final  damage  reports 
still  were  being  collected  from  the 
areas  because  of  the  massive  dis- 


ByDON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 


Religious  organizations  contin¬ 
ued  efforts  last  week  to  provide  re¬ 
lief  for  people  caught  in  disasters 
caused  by  humans  and  nature. 

Nico  Keulemans,  emergencies 
officer  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  said  the  WCC  is  work¬ 
ing  with  the  Middle  East  Council 
of  Churches  to  devise  ways  to  as¬ 
sist  the  thousands  of  refugees 


fleeing  likely  points  of  conflict 
around  the  Persian  Gulf. 

The  World  Council  is  asking 
for  donations  toward  a  goal  of 
$100,000  to  meet  Middle  East 
needs,  primarily  along  the  border 
of  Jordan  and  Iraq. 

The  WCC  reported  that  many 
people  were  stopped  in  refugee 
camps  at  the  border.  They  in¬ 
cluded  Iraqi  refugees  and  a  high 
number  of  Egyptians,  Palestin¬ 
ians,  Jordanians  and  Asians. 


Churches  in  Jordan  were  plan¬ 
ning  to  send  a  consignment  of  milk 
to  the  children  among  the  refugees 
in  Iraq,  Mr.  Keulemans  said. 

Church  World  Service,  relief 


arm  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  was  studying  last  week 
how  best  to  be  involved  in  light 
of  the  complex  political  and  mili¬ 
tary  considerations,  said  spokes¬ 
woman  Carol  J.  Fouke. 

The  Rev.  R.  Dean  Hancock, 
project  officer  with  the  United 


Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
said  his  agency  was  working  with 
Church  World  Service  but  had 
nothing  “in  place  yet  due  to  the 
nature  of  the  situation.” 

In  another  crisis,  the  World 
Council  issued  an  urgent  call  for 
another  $100,000  to  send  food 
convoys  from  Colombo  to  areas 
of  civil  unrest  in  Sri  Lanka,  Mr. 
Keulemans  said. 

The  United  Methodist  relief 
committee  is  still  collecting  funds 


ruption  of  communications. 

The  committee  has  designated 
Advance  Special  No.  240225-1 
for  Philippine  earthquake  relief. 

United  Methodists  may  con¬ 
tribute  either  through  their  local 
church  treasurers  or  through 
their  conference  treasurers. 


UMs  await  word  on  bishop,  friends  still  in  Liberia 

Relief  efforts  continue 


From  news  and  staff  reports 

While  many  eyes  are  riveted 
on  the  Middle  East,  some  United 
Methodists  remain  fixed  on  the 
turbulent  events  in  Liberia, 
where  relatives  and  friends  are 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

More  than  3.000  moderate 
Southern  Baptists  last  week  gath¬ 
ered  in  Atlanta  to  figure  out  how 
to  continue  to  be  the  church  in 
ways  they  find  appropriate. 

In  the  midst  of  what  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  warm,  loving  party  at¬ 
mosphere,  and  in  “typical  Baptist 
fashion,”  they  met  in  small  groups 
and  they  talked  and  they  talked,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  spokesman. 

The  main  item  of  business  was 
hammering  out  a  plan  for  a  trust 
fund — Baptist  Cooperative  Mis¬ 
sions  Program  Inc. — to  which  the 
moderates  can  funnel  the  money 
they  had  been  sending  for  use  by 


still  in  danger. 

Among  them  is  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah 
(Liberia  Area). 

The  Reporter  learned  Aug  24 
that  a  rumor  that  Bishop  Kulah 
had  been  killed  apparently  is  false. 


the  fundamentalist-dominated 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Baptists  will  be  notified  of  the 
address  in  Atlanta  where  they 
can  send  their  money.  The  trust 
fund  will  be  in  operation  begin¬ 
ning  Oct.  1 . 

A  steering  committee  will  head 
the  Cooperative  Missions  Pro¬ 
gram.  The  committee  will  dis¬ 
burse  the  accumulated  money  to 
selected  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  causes. 

Since  1979,  fundamentalists 
have  maintained  control  of  the  op¬ 
eration  of  the  14.9-million  member 
denomination,  largest  of  the  Prot¬ 
estant  bodies  in  the  United  States. 

The  leadership  has  squeezed 
out  of  seminary  posts  and 


The  Rev.  Robert  R.  Fletcher, 
chief  of  the  Africa  desk  at  the 
United  Methodist  mission  board 
in  New  York,  said  that  none  of 
his  sources,  including  the  U.S. 
State  Department,  could  verify 
the  death  report. 

To  the  best  of  current  knowl¬ 
edge,  Mr.  Fletcher  said,  Bishop 
Kulah  is  still  alive.  The  bishop 
remains  in  hiding,  however,  after 
government  troops  ransacked  his 
home  in  retaliation  for  his  criti¬ 
cism  of  Liberian  President  Sam¬ 
uel  K.  Doe. 

The  bishop’s  family  escaped  to 
Sierra  Leone  in  late  July. 

Missionary  describes  scene 

Meanwhile,  William  Wamock 
of  Maryville,  Tenn.,  the  last  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionary  to  leave 
Liberia,  recently  described  the  sit¬ 
uation  in  Liberia  as  “unlivable.” 

“There  was  lots  of  looting,” 
Mr.  Wamock  said.  “There  was 
no  electricity,  no  telephones,  no 
water,  no  gasoline.  All  the  stores 
were  closed,  including  the  banks. 
There  was  spasmodic  automatic 
weapon  fire  around  our  house 
during  the  day  and  constantly  at 
night.  One  bullet  narrowly 
missed  me  in  the  back  yard. 

“When  I  left,  the  main  street  in 
Monrovia  was  full  of  people 
looking  for  food.  We  were  on  the 


administrative  roles  those  who 
do  not  adhere  to  a  strict  list  of 
proofs  of  righteousness,  such  as 
pushing  for  school  prayer, 
against  abortion  and  for  absolute 
biblical  inerrancy. 

However,  moderates  claim 
that  at  least  60  percent  of  the 
funding  of  the  denomination 
comes  from  moderates  and  not 
from  fundamentalist  churches. 

The  supposition  of  those  meet¬ 
ing  in  Atlanta  is  that  most  mod¬ 
erates  agree  with  those  who  set 
up  the  new  Cooperative  Missions 
Program. 

If  they  are  correct,  by  spring, 
when  another  moderates’  meeting 
will  be  called,  the  funding  of  the 
denomination  will  have  shriveled 


The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  continues  trying 
to  provide  aid  to  victims  of  the 
Liberian  emergency. 

The  Rev.  R.  Dean  Hancock, 
project  officer  for  the  relief  com¬ 
mittee,  said  the  agency  sent  a 
shipment  of  blankets  and  clothes 
to  refugees  in  Ivory  Coast  and 
dispatched  funds  to  Sierra  Leone 


edge  of  total  anarchy.” 

As  Mr.  Wamock  left  Monro¬ 
via,  it  was  rumored  that  a  female 
Liberian  doctor  had  come  to 
United  Methodist-related  Ganta 
Hospital  with  the  rebels  and  was 
practicing  there. 

This  report  wasn’t  confirmed, 
Mr.  Wamock  said.  But  the  ru¬ 
mor  was  the  last  word  about  the 
hospital  since  it  was  attacked  ear¬ 
ly  in  the  fighting. 

As  members  of  the  Holston 
Annual  Conference  celebrate  the 
safe  return  of  Mr.  Wamock  and 
his  wife,  Grace,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  in  Midland, 
Texas,  is  closely  monitoring  Li¬ 
berian  events.  ■ 

The  2,000-member  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church  is  seek¬ 
ing  word  about  Dr.  Daniel  Brew- 


to  less  than  half  of  the  former  in¬ 
come  level,  moderates  say. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  Vestal  of  At¬ 
lanta,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
moderate  meeting  and  past  un¬ 
successful  candidate  for  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  denomination,  said 
the  Atlanta  meeting  was  not  de¬ 
signed  to  create  schism. 

However,  if  the  moderates 
gain  control  of  the  finances  of  the 
denomination,  some  are  predict¬ 
ing  that  within  two  years  one  of 
two  things  will  happen: 

/  There  will  be  a  split  in  the 
denomination,  or 
f  The  method  of  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  convention  will  be  to¬ 
tally  different  from  what  it  was  at 
the  beginning  of  this  summer. 


refugee  camps.  He  said  the  agen¬ 
cy  is  trying  to  get  a  shipment  of 
rice  to  Sierra  Leone. 

The  committee  has  established 
Advance  Special  No.  150300-7  to 
aid  victims  of  the  Liberia  emergen¬ 
cy.  Donations  may  be  made  through 
local  church  treasurers  or  directly  to 
annual  conference  treasurers. 


er,  president  of  Gbamga  School  of 
Theology  in  Gbamga,  Liberia. 

As  of  Aug.  24,  no  information 
about  Dr.  Brewer  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  mission  board  since 
early  August,  said  Mr.  Fletcher. 

Congregation  has  ties 

St.  Luke’s  UMC  "adopted” 
Dr.  Brewer  in  the  early  1980s 
while  he  was  a  student  at  United 
Methodist-related  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas. 

After  months  of  uncertainty, 
the  congregation  received  word 
Aug.  3  that  Dr.  Brewer  was  safe 
in  the  Methodist  Mission  Com¬ 
pound  in  Monrovia.  His  daugh¬ 
ter,  Yeamah,  6,  was  staying  with 
Dr.  Brewer’s  brother  in  a  Monro¬ 
via  suburb. 

The  congregation — which  pro¬ 
vided  financial  support  for  Dr. 
Brewer  during  his  final  semesters 
in  seminary  and  later  to  Gbamga 
School  of  Theology — has  main¬ 
tained  close  ties  with  Dr.  Brewer 
and  his  wife,  Rose. 

In  May  Mrs.  Brewer — then 
seven  and  one-half  months  preg¬ 
nant — fled  the  war-tom  country. 
She  settled  with  relatives  in  a 
Minneapolis  suburb. 

St.  Luke’s  UMC  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  Brunswick  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Brooklyn 
Center,  Minn.,  to  provide  finan¬ 
cial  support  for  the  Brewer  family. 

Mrs.  Brewer  hasn’t  received 
word  from  Dr.  Brewer  or  Yeamah 
since  Aug.  3. 

Associate  Editor  Don  Donato, 
Holston  conference  editor  Don 
Sluder  and  Northwest  Texas  con¬ 
ference  editor  Connie  Nelson- 
Daniel  contributed  to  this  report. 


Dr.  Daniel  Brewer,  shown  here  with  his  wife,  Rose,- is  among 
those  Liberians  about  whom  United  Methodists  are  anxiously 
awaiting  word.  Mrs.  Brewer  escaped  to  the  U.S.  in  May  and 
gave  birth  to  the  couple's  son  in  |une,  but  Dr.  Brewer  and  their 
daughter,  Yeamah,  6,  are  still  in  Liberia. 

Moderate  Baptists  start  own  mission  fund 


CLASSIFIED 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OR  PASTOR  of  youth/ 
college  ages  by  September.  1990,  at  growing  2800- 
member  church  in  Dallas  area.  Experience  and 
evangelical  orientation  necessary.  Strong  program 
in  place.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience  and 
commitment  to  youth  ministry.  Contact:  Dr.  Paul 
More  11,  First  UMC,  Box  1 10204,  Carrollton.  TX 
75011-02104.  (214)  242-0602. 

GROWING  CHURCH  IN  DENVER  AREA 
needs  part-time  Youth  Director  for  exciting  youth 
program.  Position  available  immediately.  Experi¬ 
ence  in  youth  ministry  preferred.  Send  resume  to: 
Parker  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1287, 
Parker,  CO  80134.  Salary  and  benefits  package 
competitive. 

ORGANIST.  400-MEMBER  CONGREGATION, 
25-member  choir  under  separate  director.  Annual 
salary  with  vacation.  Contact:  Christ  Church,  Box 
87.  Kennebunk,  ME  04043.  (207)  985-4494. 

SHARE,  INCORPORATED  CHURCH  Finance  is 
now  considering  applications  for  career  consul¬ 
tants.  Successful  applicants  will  be  trained  to  direct 
bond  programs  and/or  capital  fund  raising  cam¬ 
paigns.  Extensive  travel  is  required.  For  details 
write:  Rex  Davenport,  President,  Share,  Incorpo¬ 
rated,  5 1 53  E.  5 1  St.,  Tulsa,  OK  74 1 35. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  with 
emphasis  in  children's  ministries.  First  UMC,  P.O. 
Box  567,  Oak  Ridge.  TN  37831-0567.  Send  resume 
to:  John  Ripley.  Job  description  mailed  on  request. 
Salary  negotiable. 

MINISTER  OF  YOUTH.  First  Methodist  Church 
of  Euless  is  looking  for  a  part-time  Youth  Minister 
(approximately  15-20  hours).  Give  me  a  call:  (817) 
283-4421  or  home:  Metro  (8 17)  267-1200.  Dan  W. 
William,  Senior  Minister. 

OPEN  DOOR  COMMUNITY  HOUSE  a  United 
Methodist  Mission  Agency,  seeks  applicants  for  the 
position  of  Executive  Director.  Position  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  planning,  implementing  and  directing 
programs  and  administration  for  community  cen¬ 
ter.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  with  references 
to:  Search  Committee,  Open  Door  Community 
House,  P.O.  Box  12008,  Columbus,  GA  31907. 

EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY:  Income  for 
able-bodied  couple  who  have  managerial  and 
housekeeping  skills,  enjoy  flexible  hours  and  being 
with  people.  Small  salary  plus  apartment  which  is 
small  but  on  Methodist  Gulf  Coast  property.  Dead¬ 
line  for  applications  is  September  30.  Wntten  ap¬ 
plication  with  references,  please  to:  A.H.C.,  3704 
36th  Ave.,  Meridian,  MS  39305. 

REGIONAL  DIRECTOR:  APPALACHIA  Service 
Project,  a  home  repair  and  home  building  ministry 
affiliated  with  the  Board  of  Discipleship  United 
Methodist  Church.  Promote  and  organize  work  in 
Southwest  VA  and  East  TN.  Oversee  operations 
and  programs  of  year-round  center  in  Lee  County. 
VA;  hire  summer  staff;  develop  new  programs  and 
funding;  write  reports;  must  travel.  Required:  good 
communication  skills  (oral  and  written);  manage- 
ment  and  supervisory  skills;  college  degree  prc- 
ferred.  Salary  negotiable  from  $17,500  dependent 
on  experience.  Send  letter  and  resume  to:  Dr.  E. 
Maurlea  Babb,  1618  N.  Wilmette,  Wheaton,  IL 
60187.  Deadline:  September  17,  1990. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  for  a  grow¬ 
ing  2000-member  church  in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida. 
Experience  preferred  with  a  college  degree.  Salary 
negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to:  P.O.  Box  1138, 

St.  Petersburg,  FL  33731. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  for  organ¬ 
ist-director  of  full  choral  program.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble  from  $25,000.  Position  description  available. 
Search  Committee,  Court  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  215  N.  Court,  Rockford,  IL  61107. 

SEEKING  AN  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for 
Redwood  Christian  Park  in  Boulder  Creek,  Califor¬ 
nia.  This  is  a  large  year-round  conference  center. 
Call:  Mike  Goodyear  at  (916)  988-2390. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministry, 
First  UMC,  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas.  TX  75201, 
(214)  220-2727.  Send  resumes  to:  Karen  Spencer 
by  September  1 5. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR-  Kingwood  UMC,  Buffalo 
Grove,  11  (NW  Chicago  suburb).  20  hours/week. 
$8, 580/year  plus  vacation.  Available  immediately. 
Contact:  Pastor  Phil  Landers  at  (708)  398-0770. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  A  grow¬ 
ing  Methodist  church  with  a  strong  youth  program 
needs  a  full-time  Youth  Director.  Send  resume  to: 
Box  367,  Lindale.TX  75771. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR,  FULDT1ME.  All  age  level 
choirs  and  handbells.  Experience  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to:  Dr.  Jim  Pickens,  First 
UMC,  P.O.  Box  395,  Dumas,  TX  79029. 

BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  for  1500-member 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Fort  Smith.  Arkan¬ 
sas.  Primary  responsibilities  include  finance,  proper- 
ty/equipment,  food  service,  personnel  and  office 
management.  Minimum  requirements:  business  or 
finance  degree  with  experience  in'  business/church 
management.  Send  resumes,  references,  and  salary 
requirements  by  September  1 5  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  8314  Mile  Tree  Drive,  Fort  Smith,  AR  72903. 

CAMP  DIRECTOR  NEEDED,  FULL-TIME, 
year-round  camp  in  mountains  of  Southern  New 
Mexico.  Send  resumes  to:  Sacramento  Methodist 
Assembly,  P.O.  Box  188,  Sacramento,  NM  88347, 
for  additional  information  call  (505)  687-3414. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  FULL  PROGRAM.  Aver¬ 
age  worship-  1,000,  salary  above  $30,000  plus 
benefits.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Box  809, 

Ft.  Myers,  FL  33902.  (8 1 3)  332-1 1 52. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  1500-member  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas. 
Responsible  for  a  dynamic  comprehensive  music 
ministry.  Qualification:  training  in  choral  sacred 
music  at  the  bachelor’s  level  required,  master's  pre¬ 
ferred,  five  years  experience,  must  be  self-starter, 
enthusiastic,  and  have  good  organizational  and 
people  skills.  Send  resumes,  references,  and  salary 
requirements  by  September  1 5  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  3900  South  Q,  #3,  Fort  Smith.  AR  72903. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION. 
1000  +  member  church.  Education  for  all  ages  and 
COM  programs.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume/ 
references:  Bert  Smith,  Chairperson  SPR  Commit¬ 
tee.  Murray  Hill  UMC,  4101  College  Street, 
Jacksonville,  FL  32205. 

Social-action  executive  backs  beer  tax  hike 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

The  top  official  of  United  Method¬ 
ism's  social  concerns  agency  thinks  a 
proposed  Congressional  bill  to  in¬ 
crease  the  beer  tax  is  a  good  idea. 

He  hopes  United  Methodists  will 
urge  their  representatives  and  sena¬ 
tors  to  pass  the  first  increase  of  ex¬ 
cise  tax  on  beer  and  wine  since 
1951.  The  current  federal  excise  tax 
on  a  can  of  beer  is  less  than  3  cents 
a  can,  according  to  a  congressional 
source. 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fas- 
sett,  top  executive  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  $ociety,  noted 
that  he  was  speaking  only  in  his  ca¬ 
pacity  as  a  concerned  agency  leader 
because  only  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  speaks  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 


Religious  News  Service 

The  South  African  Council  of 
Churches  is  urging  the  government 
of  President  Frederik  W.  de  Klerk 
to  disarm  all  persons  involved  in  vi¬ 
olent  clashes  between  supporters  of 
the  African  National  Congress  and 
the  Zulu  Inkatha  movement. 

In  a  statement  released  after  an 
Aug.  19  meeting  with  church  leaders 
in  the  black  township  of  Soweto, 
council  General  Secretary  Frank  Chi- 
kane  said  the  leaders  had  “expressed 


However,  Mr.  Fassett  noted  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
taken  stands  about  alcohol.  He  said 
the  1988  General  Conference,  law-* 
making  body  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  passed  a  resolution 
which  identified  "Alcohol  as  a 
World  Problem.” 

'Alcohol  is  killing  people' 

The  opening  statement  of  that 
resolution  says,  “In  Western  society 
alcohol  is  killing  people  faster  than 
the  deadliest  wars  of  all  history.” 

Mr.  Fassett  said,  “Over  100,000 
Americans  die  each  year  because  of 
alcohol,  its  consumption  or  alcohol- 
related  automobile  accidents. 

“The  monetary  cost  to  society  has 
been  estimated  by  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Human  Ser¬ 
vices  at  $136  billion  annually.  The 
emotional  toll  is  incalculable.” 


their  shock  on  the  failure  of  the  gov¬ 
ernment  through  its  security  forces  to 
stop  the  war”  and  put  responsibility 
for  the  conflict  “squarely  at  the  doors 
of  the  de  Klerk  government.” 

The  statement  came  as  a  fact¬ 
finding  delegation  from  the  World 
Methodist  Council  was  preparing  to 
visit  South  Africa.  The  delegation 
has  scheduled  separate  meetings 
with  President  de  Klerk  and  Afri¬ 
can  National  Congress  leader  Nel¬ 
son  Mandela. 


He  noted  that  higher  federal 
spending  on  various  problems  such 
as  the  Iraqi  confrontation  and  the 
savings  and  loan  crisis  “made  tax 
increases  inevitable.” 

Most  would  pay  little  extra 

The  proposed  tax  hike  on  alcohol 
in  beer  and  wine  “could  raise  ap¬ 
proximately  $4.6  billion  in  needed 
revenues.” 

However,  he  said,  “Most  U.S. 
taxpayers — 70  to  80  percent — will 
pay  little  if  anything  extra." 

Congress’  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  raise  the  tax  has  resulted  in  a 
great  deal  of  pressure  being  applied 
on  the  lawmakers  through  various 
lobbying  efforts,  including  from  a 
manufacturing/distributing  organi¬ 
zation,  The  Beer  Institute,  and  its 
apparently  affiliated  group,  “Beer 
Drinkers  of  America.” 

In  advertisements,  the  beer  orga¬ 
nization  lists  a  toll-free  number  (1- 
8 00-33-TAXES).  If  one  calls  that 
number,  he  or  she  may  register  their 
opposition  to  the  alcohol-tax  in- 


Methodist  Medical  Center,  Dallas,  Texas 

now  hu  i  Medical  Director  In  the  Dept,  of  Physical  Medicine 
&  Rehabilitation.  Samuel  M.  Bierner,  MD  specializes  in  the  di¬ 
agnosis  &  nonsurgical  treatment  of  neck  and  back  pain,  nerve 
disorders  and  chronic  painful  or  disabling  conditions. 

For  an  appt  call  (214)  944-5834  or  write  for  free  brochure: 
P.O  Boi  224987,  Dallas,  TX  75222.  Dr.  Bierner  is  Board  Cer¬ 
tified  in  Physical  Medicine  and  in  Electrodiagnostic  Medicine. 


25°/o  OFF  To  Churches 
Orders  800-848-2131,  Shipped  Today 

TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 


crease  and  a  computer-generated 
letter  will  be  sent  in  his  or  her  name 
to  the  caller’s  representatives  and 
senator. 

Mr.  Fassett  said  that,  “Since  it 
has  been  almost  40  years  since  ex¬ 
cise  taxes  have  been  raised,  the  beer 
and  wine  industry  will  be  one  of 
many  groups  to  shoulder  the  burden 
of  higher  taxes.” 

“Producers  of  intoxicating  and 
potentially  addicting  products 
should  be  the  last  ones  to  expect 
any  relief  in  the  application  of  ex¬ 
cise  taxes.” 


ACTORS  OF  GOD.  ARISE! 

Use  dramatic  lines  in:  ILLUSTRA¬ 
TIONS  OF  FAITH.  Book  of  15 
short  chancel  dramas  by  Los  Altos 
Methodist  Players.  Many  tested  in  per¬ 
formance.  Preaching  comes  alive. 

Send  $13.23  (in  CA,  $13.95)  to: 

Word  Service 
Dept.  A,  921  Spencer  WY 
Los  Altos,  CA  94024. 


CELEBRATING 
?  SPECIAL  EVENTS  ? 
RAISING  FUNDS 


We  custom  imprint  a  sketch  of  your  church 
or  altar  on  plates,  tiles,  glassware,  ornaments, 
mugs,  etc 

Great  as  mementoes  for  anniversaries,  dedi 
calions,  fairs  and  bazaars. 

FOR  FREE  INFORMATION  CALL  TOLL-FREE 
1-800-843  3279 

In  MA  call  collect  (413)  S33-465S 
Hampshire  Promotional  Services 
P  0  Boi  S66.  So  Hadley.  MA  01075-0568 


South  African  churches  ask 
police  to  disarm  rioters 
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Faith 

= connections 


FIRST  CLASS  GRADUATES:  The 

first  22  laypeople  committed  to  beginning  small 
Christian  "cells”  in  racial  and  ethnic  communi¬ 
ties  have  finished  their  training  in  Atlanta.  They 
are  the  first  graduates  of  the  School  for  New 
Congregational  Development  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Emory  University.  The  school,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  the  Candler  School  of  Theology,  is  intended 
to  train  laypeople  already  versed  in  the  ways  of 
their  respective  cultures  in  how  to  reach  people 
for  Christ.  An  additional  1 1  people  completed 
the  first  course  of  the  two-year  program. 


FIRST  WOMAN  APPOINTED:  a 

United  Methodist  pastor  from  Wallingford, 
Wash.,  is  the  first  woman  named  president  of  a 
theological  school  in  the  United  States.  The  Rev. 
Rebecca  A.  Parker  is  to  head  Starr  King  School 
for  the  Ministry  in  Berkeley,  Calif.  That’s  a  Uni¬ 
tarian  Universalist  seminary  that  is  part  of  the 
Graduate  Theological  Union  affiliated  with  the 
Pacific  School  of  Theology.  Dr.  Parker  was  pastor 
of  Wallingford  United  Methodist  Church.  She  is  a 
clergy  member  of  the  Pacific-Northwest  Annual 
Conference  and  serves  on  the  special  churchwide 
Committee  to  Study  Homosexuality. 


LIBRARY  AWARD:  Velda  Rose  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Mesa,  Ariz.,  received 
the  Outstanding  Congrega¬ 
tional  Library  Award  at  the 
recent  Church  and  Syna¬ 
gogue  Library  Association 
Conference  at  Baltimore, 

Md.  Esther  B.  Ayres,  Velda 
Rose  UMC’s  librarian,  ac¬ 
cepted  the  award  on  behalf 
of  the  1,300-member  con¬ 
gregation.  “The  volunteers  Esther  Ayres 
who  put  hundreds  of  hours  over  the  past  19  or 
20  years  into  the  development  of  the  library  as 
it  is  today  are  the  ones  to  thank  for  their  tireless 
devotion  to  a  job  that  served  the  church  staff 
and  congregation  in  manifold  ways,”  she  said. 


GRANTS  DIRECTORY:  A  new  direc¬ 
tory  of  scholarships  and  grants  is  designed  to  help 
United  Methodist  students — especially  Asians, 
blacks,  Hispanics  and  Native  Americans — find 
education  funds  more  quickly  and  easily.  The 
United  Methodist  General  Council  on  Ministries 
and  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  teamed  up  to  produce  the  “Directory  of 
Scholarships  and  Grants  For  Racial  Ethnic  Mi¬ 
nority  Persons.”  The  28-page  guide,  also  intended 
as  q  resource  for  students  not  eligible  for  ethnic 
grants,  is  available  from  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  P.O.  Box  871, 
Nashville,  Tenn.  37202-0871. 

WESLEY  SOCIETY  FORMS:  The 

founding  meeting  of  the  Charles  Wesley  Society 
is  scheduled  for  Oct.  19-21  in  Princeton,  N.J. 
The  society  is  intended  to  increase  access  to 
Charles  Wesley’s  works  and  their  interpreta¬ 
tion.  Wesley  and  his  brother,  John,  founded  the 
worldwide  Methodist  movement.  Anyone  inter¬ 
ested  in  theology,  church  history,  English  litera¬ 
ture.  Bible  studies,  liturgy,  worship,  homiletics, 
pastoral  and  ethnic  concerns,  music  and  hym- 
nody  is  invited  to  attend  the  organizational  ses¬ 
sion.  Registration  information  is  available  from 
The  Center  for  Continuing  Education,  Prince¬ 
ton  Theological  Seminary,  12  Library  Place, 
Princeton,  N.J.  08540 

SCHOLARS  HONORED:  Four  stu¬ 
dents  who  have  shown  outstanding  leadership  in 
their  communities  and  congregations  each  have 
received  $500  scholarships  from  the  National 
Youth  Ministry  Organization  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Winners  of  the  1 990-9 1  Rich¬ 
ard  S.  Smith  Scholarships  are  Kow  Odoom  of  La¬ 
gos,  Nigeria,  and  Belinda  Jackson  of  Bogalusa, 
La.  Tara  West  of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  and  Leigh  Ann 
Boston  of  Lake  Charles,  La.,  received  the  David 
W.  Self  Scholarships.  The  two  scholarships  fund¬ 
ed  by  the  Youth  Service  Fund,  are  named  for  two 
former  executives  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  noted  for  their  work  in 
youth  leadership  development. 

ETHNIC  SCHOLARSHIPS:  Three 

ethnic  United  Methodist  college  students  have 
earned  $3,000  scholarships  from  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House  for  the  1990-91 
school  year.  The  winners  are  Sidnitra  Bates,  a 
communications  major  at  Clark-Atlanta  Uni¬ 
versity;  Aneal  Joseph,  a  management  and  mar¬ 
keting  student  at  Simpson  College,  Indianola, 
Iowa;  and  Dana  Tobey,  a  psychology  major  at 
Oklahoma  City  University.  The  scholarships 
were  established  to  encourage  promising  ethnic- 
minority  students  at  United  Methodist-related 
colleges  to  pursue  professional  careers  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

NEW  BOOKLET:  A  new  booklet, 
“Connectionally  Speaking,”  unscrambles  many 
distinctively  United  Methodist  terms  for  new 
church  members,  employees  and  anyone  else 
confused  by  the  language  of  “the  connection.” 
The  booklet  was  prepared  by  Patricia  J.  Crosby 
of  the  Program  and  Benevolence  Interpretation 
Division  of  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions.  The  50-page  booklet  costs  25  cents  until 
Sept.  1.  Then  the  price  rises  to  $1.  Send  inqui¬ 
ries  to  Order  Department,  United  Methodist 
Communications,  P.O.  Box  320,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202-0320. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Faith  at  work 


AUGUST  31,  1990 


Youths  go  home  to  serve  Christ  and  the  world 


OAXTEPEC,  Mexico — Closing  ceremonies  for  the 
recent  International  Christian  Youth  Conference 
put  an  emphasis  on  serving  others  in  their  commu¬ 
nities  as  a  visible  sign  of  the  youths'  commitment  to 
lesus  Christ.  At  right,  the  crowd  waves  “servant 


towels"  that  each  received  to  participate  in  a  hand¬ 
washing  ceremony  that  was  part  of  the  closing  wor¬ 
ship.  At  left,  worship  leaders  gather  in  the  center  of 
a  circle  of  participants,  holding  a  wooden  cross 
above  a  globe  to  symbolize  the  power  of  Christian 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


faith  and  love  to  surpass  the  world's  evils  and  hurts. 
Nearly  500  youth  and  young  adults,  ages  16  to  30, 
from  37  nations  attended  the  weeklong  event  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  World  Methodist  Council  at  a  moun¬ 
tain  retreat  south  of  Mexico  City. 


Estonian  UM  pastor  struggles  with  authorities 

Mexican  visa  conflict  forms  latest  episode  in  minister's  history  of  confronting  officials 

’  "  “They  were  very  rough,”  Mr. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

OAXTEPEC,  Mexico— Cool- 
ing  his  heels  for  48  hours  in  Dal¬ 
las  while  trying  to  get  permission 
to  enter  Mexico  didn’t  set  well 
with  the  sandy-haired  Estonian 
United  Methodist. 

“It’s  unbelievable!”  said  the 
Rev.  Heigo  Ritsbek  explosively. 

“Forty  times  in  the  last  18 
years  I  was  invited  out  [of  Soviet 
Estonia]  to  speak  and  could  not 
get  exit  visas.  Now  I’m  out,  and  I 
can’t  get  in  [to  Mexico]!” 

Mr.  Ritsbek,  39,  now  a  student 
at  Asbury  Theological  Seminary 
in  Wilmore,  Ky.,  was  invited  to 
speak  at  the  recent  International 
Christian  Youth  Conference 
sponsored  by  the  World  Method¬ 
ist  Council. 

The  visa  problems  he  and  his 
wife,  Ulle,  faced  were  experi- 


v  v. 


Heigo  Ritsbek 
. .  .used  to  confrontation 
enced  by  other  Methodists  at¬ 
tempting  to  attend  the 
conference  in  Oaxtepec  as  well 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  17  and  24). 


Ritsbek  said  of  Mexican  officials. 
“  ‘No,’  they  told  me,  ’if  you  are  go¬ 
ing  as  a  professional  minister.’  ” 

At  the  last  minute  a  phone  call 
came — the  result  of  many  calls 
by  Mr.  Ritsbek.  It  allowed  his 
visa  to  be  approved.  Shortly 
thereafter,  he  and  his  wife  were 
on  their  way  to  Mexico. 

Battling  officialdom  was  noth¬ 
ing  new  to  Mr.  Ritsbek.  As  an  ac¬ 
tive  Christian  in  a  country 
dominated  by  the  Soviet  Union 
since  1940,  he  has  often  been  in 
conflict  with  authorities. 

When  he  was  23,  he  and  a 
friend  started  youth  services  in 
his  hometown  church  in  Pamu. 

At  that  time  “there  were  only  20 
elderly  ladies  in  the  church  every 
Thursday  evening,  but  after  five 
months  we  had  nearly  200  youths 
every  service,”  he  said. 


Because  of  this  success,  he  said, 
the  secret  police  caused  him  to  lose 
his  job  as  an  archivist.  His  friend 
was  imprisoned  twice  in  one  year. 

However,  they  persisted.  They 
organized  youth  services  in  the 
forest  and  had  prayer  meetings  in 
houses. 

That  persistence  is  common 
among  Estonian  United  Method¬ 
ists,  he  indicated.  Despite  repres¬ 
sion  of  religious  freedom 
following  the  1940  Soviet  annex¬ 
ation  of  Estonia,  the  country’s 
Methodist  leadership  stood  firm. 
It  refused  to  allow  the  Methodist 
witness  to  die. 

‘‘These  were  very  difficult 
years,”  Mr.  Ritsbek  said.  “One- 
third  of  the  ministers  were  killed, 
tortured  to  death  or  sent  to  the  So¬ 
viet  concentration  camps  in  Sibe¬ 
ria.  Practically  all  of  them  died. 

“Under  the  Soviets,  we  lost 
half  our  church  hpildings.” 


Nevertheless,  he  said,  The 
Methodist  Church  grew  rapidly. 
Tallinn  Methodist  Church  grew 
from  170  members  in  1940  to 
more  than  1,000  in  1960.  Young 
people  began  to  attend  that  church 
in  the  1970s  to  hear  the  first  gos¬ 
pel-rock  music  in  Eastern  Europe. 

In  1982,  Mr.  Ritsbek  became 
co-pastor  of  Tallinn  United 
Methodist  Church,  which,  he 
said,  is  the  largest  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  in  Europe. 

Two  years  ago,  things  began  to 
change  in  Estonia,  Mr.  Ritsbek 
said.  On  Christmas  Eve  1988,  he 
was  allowed  to  preach  on  Esto¬ 
nian  radio.  That  was  the  first  re¬ 
ligious  broadcast  since  1940. 

“Now  the  Methodist  Church  is 
able  to  have  children’s  services  and 
Sunday  schools,  which  were  not 
only  prohibited  before  but  quite  se¬ 
verely  punished,”  he  said.  “All  of 
these  things  existed  underground.” 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY 


ST.  LOUIS — -Robert  and  Florence  Stevens  display  some 
of  the  American  Bible  Society  materials  they  distribute 
as  volunteers  for  the  organization.  Mr.  Stevens  has  been 
honored  with  the  society's  second  "Volunteer  Award  of 
Merit." 


Bible  society  honors 
Missouri  UM  layman 


American  Bible  Society 

A  former  president  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Men  in  the  Mis¬ 
souri  East  Annual  Conference 
is  the  second  person  ever  to 
receive  the  American  Bible 
Society  “Volunteer  Award  of 
Merit.” 

Robert  G.  Stevens  of  St. 
Louis  received  the  special 
award  in  the  presence  of  his 
fellow  United  Methodist 
Men  during  the  fellowship 
group’s  recent  conference  re¬ 
treat  in  Arcadia,  Mo. 

The  award  was  created  to 
highlight  the  personal  ministry 
and  special  influence  an  indi¬ 
vidual  can  have  through  Scrip¬ 
ture  sharing  and  volunteer 
activity.  It’s  sponsored  by  the 
society’s  volunteer  activities 
department. 

“I’m  very  proud  of  Bob,” 
said  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  W.T.  Handy  Jr.  (Missouri 
Area).  “I’m  glad  to  see  him 
receive  the  award.” 

Mr.  Stevens,  a  hospital 
maintenance  supervisor,  and 


his  wife,  Florence,  became 
Bible  Society  volunteers  in 
1979. 

For  the  past  1 1  years  they 
have  worked  actively  to  make 
the  Scriptures  available  to  peo¬ 
ple  within  their  community. 
They  provide  low-cost  Bibles 
and  other  Scripture  resources, 
including  large  print  materials 
for  the  visually  impaired,  from 
a  Bible  Society  Scripture  Cen¬ 
ter  in  their  St.  Louis  home. 

“Your  partnership  through 
the  years  in  so  many  signifi¬ 
cant  ways  has  been  a  bless¬ 
ing,”  Dr.  Bryant  M. 
Kirkland,  Bible  Society  pres¬ 
ident,  wrote  Mr.  Stevens. 

“Your  work  as  a  speaker, 
conductor  of  workshops,  and 
as  a  coordinator  of  volun¬ 
teers  in  your  area,  and  ser¬ 
vice  with  Mrs.  Stevens 
through  the  Scripture  Center, 
is  due  for  special  recogni¬ 
tion.” 

Mr.  Stevens  said  he  enjoys 
sharing  large-print  materials 
more  than  anything  else. 


for  understanding  like  The  NIV 
Study  Bible.  Over  20,000  compre¬ 
hensive  verse-by -verse  notes,  clear 
center-column  references,  intext 
maps  and  charts,  and  separate 
16-page  map  section,  help  you  dig 
into  Scripture,  revealing  more  of 


translation  known  for  Its  accuracy 
and  understandability:  the  New 
International  Version. 

So,  if  your  heart  is  set  on  the 
treasures  of  God’s  Word,  pick  up 
The  NIV  Study  Bible,  the  bestsell¬ 
ing  study  Bible  for  the  past  five 


print,  and  personal  size  editions  at 
Christian  bookstores  everywhere. 
NIV.  Dependably  Clear. 

ZONDERVAN 

BIBLE  PUBLISHERS 


1 1 


Faith  dimensions  5 

The  United  Methodist 
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Bill  Moyers  traces  the  origin  and 
staying  power  of  'Amazing  Grace' 


By  TOM  ROBERTS 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Bill  Moyers  re¬ 
calls  that  he  was  in  a  plane  high 
above  the  North  Atlantic,  returning 
from  the  1986  Reagan-Gorbachev 
summit  in  Iceland,  when  the  hymn 
“Amazing  Grace”  began  repeating 
itself  in  his  head. 

He  doesn’t  know  what  triggered 
the  thought  that  made  the  connec¬ 
tion  to  the  song.  Something  at  the 
summit?  Flying  over  the  ocean? 
Something  lodged  way  back  in  his 
memory  that  had  been  jogged  by 
the  stopover  in  London? 

Four  years  later,  the  well-known 
TV  journalist  and  cultural  commen¬ 
tator  has  no  answers  to  those  ques¬ 
tions.  But  he  has  satisfied  the  jour¬ 
nalist’s  curiosity  that  compelled 
him  to  jot  down,  during  that  flight, 
an  assignment  for  himself:  “Amaz¬ 
ing  Grace — who  wrote  it  and  why?” 

Broadcast  Sept.  12 

What  he  eventually  learned  about 
this  hymn,  one  he  had  heard  count¬ 
less  times  in  his  Baptist  church  as  a 
youngster,  was  fashioned  into  a  spe¬ 
cial,  “Amazing  Grace  with  Bill 
Moyers,”  that  will  air  the  evening  of 
Sept.  12  on  the  Public  Broadcasting 
System. 

Early  in  the  project,  Mr.  Moyers 


found  out  that,  according  to  the  Li¬ 
brary  of  Congress,  “Amazing 
Grace”  had  been  done  by  more  per¬ 
formers  than  any  other  hymn.  That 
was  an  indication  of  its  wide  ap¬ 
peal.  He  had  heard  it  himself  done 
by  groups  and  churches  all  over  the 
world. 

He  spoke  with  folksinger  Judy 
Collins,  who  popularized  the  hymn 
during  the  1960s,  and  he  learned 
that  the  song  was  much  more  than  a 
popular  part  of  her  repertoire. 

“She  told  me  ‘Amazing  Grace’ 
was  the  only  song  she  had  been  able 
to  get  through”  during  her  battle 
with  alcoholism,  Mr.  Moyers  said 
in  a  recent  interview. 

And  he  also  discovered  that  this 
song  he  had  heard  in  black  congre¬ 
gations  throughout  the  South  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  Rights  struggle  was  the 
work  of  an  18th  century  English 
slave  ship  captain  named  John 
Newton. 

By  the  time  he  wrote  the  hymn, 
Newton  had  become  a  country 
preacher  working  against  the  slave 
trade  at  which  he  once  prospered. 

Enduring  power 

In  Mr.  Moyers’  special,  the  back¬ 
ground  of  the  hymn  and  Newton’s 
personal  history  are  woven  through 
interviews  and  performances  that 
begin  to  demonstrate  the  enduring 


power  of  “Amazing  Grace.” 

In  sanctuary,  concert  hall,  prison 
and  backyard  family  reunion,  the 
images  convey  the  force  of  lyrics 
and  melody  that  transcend  bound¬ 
aries  of  race,  denomination  and  so¬ 
cial  station  and  hit  deeply  in  the  hu¬ 
man  heart. 

"Amazing  Grace!  How  sweet  the 
sound  that  saved  a  wretch  like  me!  I 
once  was  lost  but  now  am  found; 
Was  blind,  but  now  1  see. " 

“When  I  sing  that  song,  I  could 
be  in  a  dungeon,  or  I  could  have 
chains  all  over  me,  but  I'd  be  free  as 
a  breeze,”  says  Johnny  Cash  at  one 
point  in  the  film. 

Recalls  folksinger  Jean  Ritchie  at 
the  site  of  a  family  reunion  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  “I  asked  my  mother  why  these 
old  songs  were  so  sad  and  moumful- 
sounding . . .  and  she  said,  ‘Well,  hon¬ 
ey,  they’re  not  sad,  they’re  reverent.’ 
She  said,  ‘You  get  so  much  more  joy 
out  of  a  song  when  you  relish  the 
notes  and  savor  the  tune.’  ” 

“If  I  had  to  choose  a  favorite 
verse,  I  would  choose  ‘Through 
many  dangers,  toils  and  snares,’  be¬ 
cause  it  has  such  hope  at  the  end,” 
says  singer  Jessye  Norman.  “I’ve 
gotten  this  far  because  of  grace,  and 
grace  will  take  me  the  rest  of  the 
way,  however  long  or  through  what- 
even  danger.  I  like  that.” 

In  the  interview,  Mr.  Moyers  said 


he  witnessed  the  universal  appeal  of 
the  hymn  in  January  during  a  spe¬ 
cial  showing  of  the  film  during  a 
benefit  at  Lincoln  Center. 

The  benefit  was  for  The  Boys 
Choir  of  Harlem,  a  group  featured 
in  the  film,  and  it  was  attended  by  a 
wide  representation  of  believers 
and  non-believers. 

It  was  evident,  said  Mr.  Moyers, 
that  the  song  had  an  effect  on  every¬ 
one,  that  it  had  all  the  qualities  “a 
really  good  spiritual  can  convey — 
unity,  community  and  transforma¬ 
tive  power.” 

And  what  would  he  have  to  say 
about  the  place  of  the  hymn  in  his 
life? 

Feelings  of  value 

“I  remember  it  from  my  days  at 
Central  Baptist  Church  in  Marshall 
(Texas).  How  sheltered  and  wel¬ 
comed  and  valuable  I  felt.  Even  a 
little  boy  in  East  Texas  can  have  a 
sense  of  worthlessness  growing  up. 
“That  hymn  made  me  feel  valuable, 
worthwhile.  The  tenderest  most  in¬ 
timate  moments  of  my  childhood 
are  associated  with  that  hymn.” 

So,  too,  are  some  moments  of  his 
adult  life.  Mr.  Moyer  recounted 
that  his  father,  who  died  last  April 
and  had  not  seen  the  documentary, 
requested  the  song  be  sung  at  his 
funeral. 


Review: 


Spike  Lee's  film  breaks  some  stereotypes 

'Mo'  Better  Blues'  depicts  hard-working  jazz  musicians'  life  in  New  York  club  scene 


PHOTO  BY  DAVID  Iff 


At  left,  Denzel  Washington  stars  as  musician  Bleek  Gilliam  and 
Spike  Lee  stars  as  his  best  friend  and  manager,  Giant,  in  the  contro¬ 
versial  film  "Mo'  Better  Blues.” 

History  of  Hymns= _ 

Clock  tale,  Bible  verse 
lead  to  Swedish  hymn 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

What  do  you  think  of  when  you 
think  of  jazz  musicians?  Drugs? 
What  do  you  think  of  when  you 
think  of  black  men? 

Spike  Lee,  who  wrote,  directed 
and  produced  “Mo’  Better  Blues,” 
has  stated  that  he  wants  this  movie 
to  change  the  image  of  self-destruc¬ 
tive  black  jazz  musicians  which  has 
been  created  by  such  films  as  Clint 
Eastwood’s  "Bird”  and  Bernard  Ta¬ 
vernier’s  “  ’Round  Midnight.” 

Denzel  Washington  stars  as  Bleek 
Gilliam,  a  disciplined,  hard-work¬ 
ing,  trumpeter.  Bleek,  in  fact,  may 
work  too  hard.  He  pursues  two 
women  (played  by  Cynda  Williams 
and  Mr.  Lee’s  sister,  Joie  Lee)  but  is 
unable  to  love  either  of  them.  The 
music  he  writes,  rehearses,  and  plays 
means  more  to  him  than  they  do. 

It  is  never  made  clear  why  Bleek 
is  so  obsessed  with  music.  A  brief 
opening  scene  hints  that  Bleek  may 
have  taken  too  much  to  heart  his 
mother’s  demands  that  he  practice 
the  trumpet  instead  of  playing  base¬ 
ball  with  his  buddies.  A  very  funny, 
later  scene  suggests  that  when  the 
muse  strikes,  he  simply  cannot  hear 
anyone  else. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  in  re¬ 
cent  years  about  the  breakdown  of 
the  black  family.  Spike  Lee  reminds 
us  that  black  men  can  be  stable,  de¬ 
pendable,  nurturing  fathers.  Bleek 
is  blessed  with  a  terrific  dad  (Dick 
Anthony  Williams)  whose  love  sus¬ 
tains  and  strengthens  him  through¬ 
out  his  life. 

When  we  catch  up  with  Bleek  as 
an  adult,  his  quintet  is  packing  the 
crowds  into  a  Brooklyn  nightclub 
but  receiving  little  for  its  efforts. 
The  group  is  burdened  by  Giant 
(played  by  Mr.  Lee),  an  inept 
manager  with  a  gambling  problem. 

Others  urge  Bleek  to  change  man¬ 
agers,  but  he  cannot  bring  himself 
to  fire  someone  who  has  been  a 
friend  since  childhood.  Giant  spi¬ 
rals  downward,  taking  greater  and 
greater  risks  and  going  deeper  and 


By  RUTH  E.  GRUBER 
Religious  News  Service 

VATICAN  CITY— The  Vatican 
says  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  is 
open  to  new  scientific  examinations 
of  the  Holy  Shroud  of  Turin. 

Carbon  14  dating  on  the  relic  car¬ 
ried  out  two  years  ago  showed  that 
it  dated  to  the  13th  or  14th  century 
and  therefore  could  not  be  the  buri¬ 
al  cloth  of  Jesus,  as  believed  by 
many  of  the  faithful. 

But  Aug.  18  Vatican  spokesman 


deeper  in  debt. 

“Mo’  Better  Blues”  shows  us  how 
the  addiction  of  compulsive  gam¬ 
blers  is  as  serious  as  that  to  any 
drug,  how  lending  them  money  only 
permits  them  to  avoid  “bottoming 
out” — but  also  how  those  who  seek 
help  can  recover. 

There  is  some  great  music  in 
"Mo’  Better  Blues,”  written  by 
Spike  Lee’s  father,  Bill  Lee,  and  re¬ 
corded  by  Branford  Marsalis. 

Let  me  caution,  though,  that  you 
may  be  offended  by  the  graphic  vio¬ 
lence  inflicted  by  loan  shark  enforc¬ 
ers  in  this  movie,  by  the  profane, 
misogynist  nightclub  comedian,  or 
by  the  stereotypic  Jewish  club  own¬ 
ers. 

Whether  or  not  you  like  jazz,  this 
is  something  you  have  to  applaud. 

Director 
denies  bias 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Does  Spike  Lee’s 
new  movie,  “Mo’  Better  Blues,” 
contain  anti-Semitic  stereotypes? 

The  director  denies  it,  and  at  least 
one  Jewish  newspaper  agrees.  But  the 
national  director  of  the  Anti-Defa¬ 
mation  League  of  B’nai  B’rith  still  in¬ 
sists  that  the  film  “dredges  up  every 
stereotype  of  the  Shylock  Jew.” 

Abraham  H/Foxman  of  the  ADL 
issued  a  statement  Aug  6  in  which  he 
said  the  film’s  “characterization  of 
Moe  and  Josh  Flatbush  as  greedy  and 
unscrupulous  club  owners  dredges  up 
an  age-old  and  highly  dangerous  form 
of  anti-Semitic  stereotyping” 

However,  in  an  “op  ed”  piece  in 
the  “Times”  Aug.  22,  the  director 
wrote  that  “I’m  not  a  racist;  I’m  not  a 
bigot;  I  am  not  an  anti-Semite.  What  I 
try  to  do  with  all  my  characters  is  of¬ 
fer  what  I  feel  are  honest  portraits  of 
individuals  with  both  faults  and  en¬ 
dearing  characteristics.” 


Joaquin  Navarro  Vails  noted  that 
“the  Holy  Shroud,  on  the  scientific 
and  technical  level,  poses  problems 
that  are  far  from  solution:  how  the 
image  was  formed  remains  a  com¬ 
plete  mystery.” 

He  said  the  church  would  in  the 
future  continue  to  take  into  consid¬ 
eration  any  serious  and  complete 
research  proposal  on  the  Shroud, 
without  posing  any  conditions  other 
than  such  experiments  not  in  any 
way  damage  the  relic. 


Day  by  day  and  with  each 
passing  moment. 

Strength  I  find  to  meet  my  trials 
here; 

Trusting  in  my  Father's  wise 
bestowmenl, 

I’ve  no  cause  for  worry  or  fear. 

He  whose  heart  is  kind  beyond 
all  measure 

Gives  unto  each  day  what  he  deems 
best 

Lovingly,  its  part  of  pain  and 
pleasure, 

Mingling  toil  with  peace  and  rest. 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

J.  Irving  Erickson  tells  the  story 
of  the  Swedish  hymn  written  by 
Lina  Sandell  in  1865. 

For  a  number  of  years  Lina 
Sandell  published  a  “Bible 
Calendar”  containing  inspirational 
articles.  The  hymn  first  appeared  in 
her“Korsblomman”for  1866, 
along  with  a  story  about  an  old  wall 
clock  that  had  suddenly  stopped. 

The  clock’s  dial  thought  the 
pendulum  was  at  fault.  It  had 
become  tired  of  swinging  back  and 
forth  86,400  times  each  day. 

“Try  swinging  six  times,”  said  the 
dial,  and  the  pendulum  agreed  that 
this  was  not  wearisome. 

“It’s  not  six  times  or  even  sixty; 
it’s  the  thought  of  six  million  times 
that  disturbs  me,”  said  the  pendu¬ 
lum.  But  the  dial  replied, 


"While  in  a  single  moment  you  can 
think  of  the  millions  of  swings  you 
must  make  in  a  lifetime,  only  one  at 
a  time  will  be  required  of  you.” 

The  pendulum  confessed  that  it 
had  acted  foolishly  and  promptly 
resumed  its  work. 

Linda  Sandell  then  said  that  it  is 
foolish  to  put  future  burdens  upon 
the  present  moment. 

“We  are  given  only  a  day  at  a 
time,”  she  said,  “and  for  each  day 
new  grace,  new  strength,  new  help.” 

Then  she  quoted  Deuteronomy 
33:25:  “Thy  shoes  shall  be  iron  and 
brass;  and  as  thy  days,  so  shall  thy 
strength  be.”  Then  followed  the  text 
of  he  hymn. 

Oscar  Ahnfelt,  Swedish 
evangelical  singer  and  composer, 
wrote  the  tune  for  this  hymn  in 
1872.  The  Swedish  text  and  tune 
were  brought  to  America  by 
Swedish  immigrants,  and  in  1921, 
Andrew  L.  Skoog  made  the  English 
translation  most  frequently  found 
today. 


I  FAITH 

Faith  is  the  willingness  to  believe 
That  you  can  do  something. 

If  not  everything, 

And  the  willingness  to  admit 
That  you  can  do  nothing 
Without  God. 

— LELA  MARIE  DE  LA  GARZA 


Vatican:  Shroud  of  Turin 
open  to  scientific  query 
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Courage  leads  to  White  House 

NASHVILLE — When  Rob  Bryant  "rowed”  into  the  White 
House  recently,  he  had  covered  3,400  miles  across  the  United 
States  at  40  miles  a  day.  He  uses  a  RowCycle,  a  three-wheel 
machine  that  is  rowed  for  power.  He  talked  to  President  Bush 
at  his  journey's  end  to  draw  attention  to  the  plight  of  paralyzed 
people.  A  member  of  South  Cliff  Baptist  Church  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  Mr.  Bryant  is  paralyzed  from  the  waist  down  as  a  result 
of  an  oil-rig  accident.  He  credits  his  faith  for  his  determina¬ 
tion. 


Dear  Deborah== 
Reader:  Please  answer  her 
question  about  abortion 


Dear  Deborah, 

With  reference  to  your  reply  July 
13th  to  “Mabel”  regarding  her 
question  as  to  whether  she  should 
have  an  abortion. . .  . 

Please  answer  her  question. 
Come  down  from  the  moral  fence! 
Pure  rhetoric  is  just  as  perplexing  as 
the  dilemma. 

Brian 

Dear  Brian, 

l  agree  with  you  that  thinking 
through  the  decisions  in  life  is  as 
perplexing  as  the  dilemma.  But  l  re¬ 
ject  the  notion  that  someone  should 
take  responsibility  for  making  those 
decisions  for  others. 

1  think  we  need  to  be  careful  in 
our  use  of  language,  too.  Illegal,  im¬ 
moral  and  sinful  do  not  all  mean  the 
same  thing. 

To  me,  legal  and  illegal  refer  to 
laws  made  by  a  government  for  the 


good  of  the  society.  Moral  and  im¬ 
moral  are  set  by  cultural  and  indi¬ 
vidual  standards  for  the  benefit  of 
human  relationships  with  other  peo¬ 
ple.  society  and  the  natural  world. 

However,  holy  and  sinful  are  reli¬ 
gious  terms  used  to  describe  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God. 

People  can  gain  courage  to  make 
their  own  decisions  when  they  are 
free  to  talk  about  all  the  implica¬ 
tions  without  pressure  to  choose  a 
certain  decision. 

It  is  tough  to  make  some  choices 
and  decisions  today,  and  we  need 
people  who  care  enough  to  give  us 
that  freedom  and  support  us  in  love 
even  if  they  don 't  agree  with  our  ulti¬ 
mate  choices.  Isn 't  this  what  being  a 
follower  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  is  all 
about? 


Religious  groups  study 
Third-World  pollution 


By  LAURIE  BRETZ 

Religious  News  Service 

NOVA  FRIBURGO,  Brazil- 
Religious  leaders  from  a  broad 
range  of  ecumenical  groups  were 
among  delegates  who  met  here  in 
early  August  for  a  forum  on  envi¬ 
ronmental  concerns. 

The  gathering  was  one  of  a  se¬ 
ries  in  preparation  for  the  1992 
United  Nation’s  Conference  on 
Environment  and  Development 
to  be  held  in  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

The  participation  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  community,  best  known  as 
a  major  force  in  human  rights 
work  in  this  country  in  recent  de¬ 
cades,  represents  a  new  develop¬ 
ment  in  environmental  activism. 

“Under  the  dictatorship,  we 
used  to  meet  about  human  rights 
problems,”  said  Creuza  Maciel,  a 
theologian  and  one  of  the  forum 
participants. 

"We  thought  that  ecology  was  a 
thing  for  the  people  in  developed 
countries.  Now  pollution  is  so  bad 
here,  we  can’t  breathe,  we  can’t 
produce  enough  food  to  eat.” 

The  recent  conference  brought 
together  a  collection  of  non-gov¬ 
ernmental  organizations  who  will 
be  part  of  the  1992  gathering  on 
the  environment.  The  non-govem- 
ment  organizations  (NGOs)  will 
hold  a  parallel  conference  at  the 
same  time  as  the  U.N.  gathering. 

Participants  in  the  forum  list¬ 


ed  ecological  problems  and  relat¬ 
ed  them  to  social  and  economic 
issues.  For  instance,  hydro-elec¬ 
tric  companies  build  dams  and 
dislodge  communities  to  attract 
more  industries  which  create 
more  pollution. 

Ranchers,  loggers  and  coal 
companies  devastate  rain  forests. 
Gold  miners,  who  use  mercury  in 
the  ore  extraction  process,  poi¬ 
son  rivers  with  the  metallic  ele¬ 
ment,  which  is  then  ingested  by 
fish  and,  ultimately,  by  humans. 

The  groups  also  linked  envi¬ 
ronmental  problems  to  poverty 
and  Third  World  debt.  Sanita¬ 
tion  and  sewage  treatment  and 
disposal  is  severely  lacking  in 
many  urban  areas,  meaning  peo¬ 
ple  often  live  and  work  amid 
trash  dumps  and  open  sewers, 
becoming  exposed  to  and  trans¬ 
mitting  infectious  diseases. 

"We  must  have  an  ethical  soli¬ 
darity.”  said  Ms.  Maciel,  who 
was  formerly  Latin  American  co¬ 
ordinator  for  Serpaj,  the  human 
rights  organization  founded  by 
Nobel  Peace  Prize  winner  Adolfo 
Perez  Esquivel. 

“The  people  in  the  first  world, 
from  the  U.S.  and  Europe,  can’t 
permit  industries  which  are  out¬ 
lawed  ir.  their  own  countries  to 
come  to  Brazil  to  pollute  our  riv¬ 
ers.  to  leave  their  trash  and  con¬ 
tamination  here,"  she  said. 
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THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 

Caring  for  Abused,  Neglected  and  Abandoned  Children 
815  Washington  Avenue  New  Orleans,  La.  ( 504)  895-7709 


Vacation  Bible  School 

Establishing  Christian  values  is  important  to  children  who  are  disturbed 
from  abuse.  In  addition  to  the  year  around  attendance  at  Sunday  School, 
Worship,  and  Mid-Week  Services,  the  children  attend  Vacation  Bible 
School  at  Rayne  United  Methodist  Church. 


Back  to  School 


Summer  Activities 


Dressed  as  children  in  Bible  times,  children  learn  about  Bible 
Family  Life  as  Silversmith  works  in  background. 


Csrmg  for  Abused,  Neglected  and  Abandoned  Children 
August  15,  1990 


Dear  Friend: 

There  is  a  popular  TV  tire  advertisement  that  shows  children  and  talks 
about  family  concerns  for  safety  and  dependable  protection  of  loved 
ones.  These  tire  advertisements  are  correct!!  There  is  a  definite 
responsibility  to  do  everything  possible  to  eliminate  or  reduce  the 
many  road  hazards  of  life. 

Our  children  here  at  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  are  at  a  great 
risk  everyday,  not  because  of  the  tires  we  use,  but  because  of  the 
very  old  age  and  high  mileage  of  some  of  our  vehicles.  Three  of  The 
Homes  vehicles  have  over  120,000  miles  on  them  and  are  in  need  of  con¬ 
stant  repair.  These  vehicles  may  not  pass  inspection  this  fall. 

Before  this  year  is  over  I  need  all  the  help  you  can  give  to  purchase 
two  new  8  passenger,  $15,042  mini-vans  for  the  children.  These  mini- 
vans  operate  as  family  vehicles  which  enable  our  children  to  travel 
together  to  church  and  other  activities. 

This  fall  I  also  need  your  loving  help  to  purchase  a  new  car  for  The 
Home.  The  car  the  Executive  Director  drives  around  the  state  on 
business  representing  The  Home  has  just  about  gone  its  last  mile!! 

To  replace  these  wheels  will  take  $13,474. 

For  their  safety,  protection  and  family  unity  our  children  need  "new 
wheels".  PLEASE  be  as  big  a  wheel  as  you  can  with  a  gift  to  help 
eliminate  or  reduce  the  many  hazards  on  the  road  of  life  for  our  boys 
and  girls. 

Sincerely  yours 

Richard  E.  H<4> 

Executive  Directob' 


P.S.  I  pray  that  a  special  friend,  group  or  organization  will  be  able 
to  provide  one  of  the  mini-vans  or  car. 


Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges 
The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
P.O.  Box  15109,  Station  B 
New  Orleans,  LA  70175 
I  want  to  help  provide 
“new  wheels”  for  the  children! 

Here  is  my  gift  of: 

)  $20  (  ) S25  (  ) $50 

(  ) $100  (  ) $500  (  ) $  1 000  or  $ - 

NAME _ 


The  summer  has  been  full  of  development  activities.  Each  day  begins 
with  exercises  to  develop  agility,  muscle  control,  and  health.  Groups  rotate 
throughout  the  day  in  crafts,  games  art,  quiet  time,  free  time,  snacks,  and 
swimming. 

Each  week  a  special  trip  is  taken  to  a  park,  the  zoo,  a  museum,  library, 
nature  park,  bowling,  etc.  A  special  camp  was  held  at  Camp  Istrouma 
where  high  school  youth  serve  as  counselors.  This  was  a  highlight  of  the 
summer  season. 

Volunteers 

Sort 


Clothing 


Much  of  our  support  comes  from  clothing  and  other  articles  that 
churches,  groups,  and  people  send.  The  clothing  must  be  sorted  by  size, 
folded  and  stored.  The  value  of  gifts  each  year  is  over  $200,000.  Keep  the 
supplies  coming. 


Wall  Art  Teaches  Values 


A  major  need  of  children  is  to 
learn  good  life,  values.  These  are 
taught  in  many  ways.  It  has  been 
proven  that  seeing  is  worth  a 
thousand  words.  Wall  Art  at  The 
Methodist  Home  gives  a  visual 
message  of  the  Good  Shepherd  and 
that  the  children  are  loved. 


ADDRESS 
CITY  _ 


STATE. 


.ZIP. 


HAVE  YOU  MADE  YOUR  WILL? 

DID  YOU  REMEMBER  THE 
METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS? 


LIBRARY  BOX  4188 
SHRtVfcPOUT - ""  LA  71104 
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SEPTEMBER  7,  1990 


A  Sacred  Place  For 
Our  Conference 


Editor's  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week's  column  is 
written  by  Rev.  James  M.  Poole,  Ruston  District  Superintendent. 

By  now,  most  Louisiana  United  Methodists  will  have  written  their 
check  for  the  Conference  Center  Offering  on  Sunday. 

To  me,  the  scriptures  suggested  for  this  Sunday  undergird  the 
concept  of  what  the  Conference  Center  is  about.  One  scripture, 
Exodus  19,  deals  with  Moses  on  Mt.  Sinai  and  the  covenant  of  the 
commandments.  God  revealed  himself  directly  to  human  beings  —  a 
dramatic,  powerful  and  fearful  event. 

Then  in  Matthew,  Chapter  18,  Jesus  shows  us  how  to  care  for 
children  and  also  how  to  treat  one  another. 

These  lessons  are  not  easily  learned.  Sacred  places  are  where  we 
meet  God.  I  remember  camp  meetings  at  Anacoco,  Lake  Arthur, 
Camp  Brewer,  and  Caney  Lake;  all  are  sacred  places  in  which  I 
encountered  God’s  Spirit. 

We  also  see  that  getting  along  with  one  another  is  not  always  easy. 
Encouraging  and  teaching  children  in  their  faith  is  quite  a  challenge. 
Just  as  great  a  challenge  is  growing  in  our  faith  as  adults,  overcoming 
controversy  in  marriage,  in  the  church,  and  in  the  world. 

I  believe  our  Conference  Center  can  help  us  see  God  as  the  Spirit 
reveals  God.  God’s  Spirit  can  guide  us  in  the  faith  and  words  of  Jesus 
as  we  go  apart  in  a  retreat  setting. 

Now,  where’s  my  checkbook  . . . 


Around  The  Conference 


The  Foundation  (Youth  Choir)  from  First  UMC  in  Bossier  City  recently 
returned  from  a  ten  day  tour  through  Tennessee,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
Georgia  and  Louisiana.  The  group  presented  the  musical  "Friends, 
Forever"  in  several  Methodist  churches  along  the  way.  The  choir's  annual 
retreat  is  scheduled  for  September  15  and  16  at  Caney  Conference  Center. 
Diaconal  Minister  of  Music  is  Sidney  Montegudo  and  pastor  is  Dr.  John 
Lee. 


A  150  year  old  oak  tree,  which  is  located  on  the  grounds  of  MacDonell 
United  Methodist  Children's  Services,  Inc.  in  Flouma,  was  named  for  Mrs. 
Estelle  Dameron  of  Pineville  by  Mrs.  Eula  Wyatt.  Rev.  Jimmy  Pyle  and 
members  of  First  UMC,  Pineville  attended  the  ceremony  honoring  Mrs. 
Dameron.  She  has  a  rich  history  of  dedicated  leadership  among  the  UMW 
and  the  entire  UMC.  Pictured  I.  to  r.  are:  G.  J.  "Jerry"  Bridges,  President  of 
MacDonell,  Mrs.  Wyatt,  and  Mrs.  Dameron,  who  is  also  a  longtime  board 
member  of  MacDonell. 


Attention  Church  School  Teachers! 

Two  Church  School  Labs 
Scheduled  For  September 


A  new  year  of  teaching  is  just 
beginning.  Maybe  you  are  an  “old 
pro”  but  worried  about  coming  up 
with  new  ideas  and  fresh 
approaches.  Or,  perhaps  this  task  is 
so  new  and  overwhelming  that  you 
do  not  even  know  where  to  begin! 
Laboratory  Schools  are  designed  to 
help  church  school  teachers  —  new 
or  experienced,  young  or  old  — 
deal  with  many  challenges  they 
face.  Two  schools  will  be  held  this 
month  in  our  conference. 

The  Aurora  church  is  sponsoring 
a  school  in  New  Orleans  from  6:30 
p.m.  Friday  to  4:30  p.m.  Sunday, 
August  21-23.  Lylln  Craig,  Director 
of  Christian  Education  at 
Munholland  Church  in  Metairie,  is 
coordinator.  Pastor  of  Aurora  is 
Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor. 

In  Lake  Charles  a  school  will  be 
held  at  First  Church,  where  Rev. 
Grayson  Watson  serves  as  senior 
pastor,  on  the  weekend  of 
September  28-30.  Coordinator  is 
Laurie  Connell. 

Laboratory  teacher  training  gives 
participants  the  chance  to  try  out 
new  skills  as  they  learn  them. 
Seasoned  as  well  as  new  teachers 


benefit  from  this  experiential 
training  model.  Participants  can 
expect  to  gain  confidence  in 
teaching,  experience  in  planning, 
leading  and  evaluating  classes,  and 
greater  knowledge  of  educational 
resources.  The  participants  critique 
one  another,  but  in  a  collegial, 
nonthreatening  manner. 

Classes  for  teachers  of  children, 
youth  and  adults  are  directed  by 
certified  lab  leaders.  Teachers  may 
be  trained  for  the  specific  age  level 
with  which  they  work,  such  as 
preschool  or  older  elementary 
children,  or  young  adults. 

A  minimal  fee  will  be  charged 
each  participant,  but  proceeds  from 
the  special  offerings  taken  in 
churches  across  our  state  on 
Christian  Education  Sunday  make 
these  special  training  events 
possible.  School  coordinators  may 
assist  participants  in  making 
housing  and  child  care 
arrangements. 

For  further  information  contact 
Karen  Davis,  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  Director  of  Education 
and  Worship  Ministries,  at  the 
Conference  Office,  (504)  346-1646. 


r -Persons — Churches — Events 


August  19,  1990  Asbury  UMC, 
Natchitoches,  celebrated  its  124th 
anniversary.  Asbury  was  the  first 
Methodist  church  established  in 
Natchitoches.  Guest  speaker  for  the 
event  was  Rev.  Richard  Flarry,  a 
former  pastor  of  Asbury  UMC.  July 
16-20  the  church  held  its  Annual 
Church  and  Community  Revival. 
Rev.  Freddie  Henderson,  pastor  of 
Wesley  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  was 
the  guest  evangelist.  Chairperson 
for  the  event  was  Amanda  Young. 
Rev.  James  A.  Graham  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

“Name  That  Tune”  provided 
delightful  puzzlement  for  the  Family 
Night  Supper  held  recently  at 
Morningside  UMC  in  Shreveport. 
Idell  Scott,  choir  director  and  Ann 
James,  program  chairperson,  tried  to 
jog  memories  for  the  two  teams  as 
they  listened  to  parts  of  famous 
hymns  and  gospel  songs.  The  group 
that  recognized  the  most  titles  won 
the  contest.  Good  fellowship,  food 
and  fun  were  enjoyed  by  a  full  house. 
Rev.  E.  Benjamin  Fant  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Downsville  UMC  recently  held  a 
joint  Bible  School  with  the 
Downsville  Baptist  Church,  with  an 
attendance  of  100.  The  offering 
received  was  donated  to  the 
Helping  Hands  Ministry,  a  joint 
cooperative  food  and  clothing 
ministry  to  the  poor,  in  which  six 
churches  of  various  denominations 
are  included.  July  saw  a  revival 
meeting  held  in  Downsville  with 
New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent  Rev.  Joe  McClain 
preaching.  Rev.  Angus  Carruth  was 
the  guest  preacher  August  19  at  the 
1 1  a.m.  charge-wide  service.  The 
UMM  of  Downsville  UMC  recently 
held  a  trail  ride  with  its  proceeds 
going  to  the  Helping  Hands 
Ministry.  A  special  recognition  is 
given  to  Mr.  A.  B.  Cranford,  a 
member  of  Downsville  UMC,  who 
recently  celebrated  his  100th 
birthday.  July  21  was  declared  A.  B. 
Cranford  Day  in  Downsville  and 
included  a  parade  that  morning, 
followed  by  a  reception  on  Sunday. 
Rev.  Stephen  Williamson  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  youth  of  First  UMC,  Denham 
Springs,  along  with  youth  director. 


Bryan  Bowling,  Rev.  Steven 
Spurlock,  pastor,  and  four 
chaperones,  enjoyed  a  recent  visit  to 
Astroworld  and  Water  World  in 
Houston.  The  trip  was  funded  by  car 
washes  and  a  bake  sale.  On 
September  22  and  23  members  of 
First  Church  will  present  “An 
Evening  on  Broadway.”  The 
Saturday  performance  will  be 
preceded  by  a  7  p.m.  dinner, 
followed  by  the  show  at  8  p.m.  Chef 
Robert  Blum  of  the  Country  Club  of 
Louisiana  will  prepare  the  meal.  The 
Sunday  matinee,  which  will  take 
place  at  3  p.m.,  will  include  dessert 
and  coffee.  For  more  information 
the  church  can  be  contacted. 

*  *  * 

The  members  of  Dubach  UMC 
will  celebrate  Merlin  Merrill  Day 
September  16  in  honor  of  their 
pastor,  who  is  observing  his  50th 
anniversary  in  the  Methodist 
ministry.  The  schedule  for  the  day 
is  an  11  a.m.  worship  service 
followed  by  a  covered  dish 
luncheon  at  noon.  A  “roast  and 
toast”  will  take  ptace  at  2  p.m.  The 
day’s  tribute  will  conclude  with  a 
tea  and  reception. 

*  *  * 

The  summer  bake  sale  sponsored 
by  First  UMC,  Houma’s  UMW  was 
a  great  success.  Special  homemade 
items  including  cakes,  bread,  and 
cookies  were  available  to  be 
enjoyed  by  many.  All  proceeds  from 
the  sale  were  given  to  the 
MacDonell  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Services,  Inc.  which  is 
also  located  in  Houma. 

*  *  * 

Members  of  First  UMC,  Many, 
friends,  and  guests  were  invited 
recently  to  attend  a  60’s  style  Coffee 
House  in  the  Fellowship  Hall.  The 
coffee  house  featured  Charles  Gaby, 
a  talented  Christian  musician  from 
Houston,  Texas,  known  for  his 
mellow  sounds  and  original  music 
similar  to  the  Beach  Boys  and 
James  Taylor.  Unique  decorations 
depicting  the  60’s  era  surrounded 
the  hall  and  transformed  it  into  the 
Coffee  House.  Those  attending 
were  also  encouraged  to  dress  in 
60’s  fashion.  Light  refreshments 
were  served.  Rev.  Larry  D.  Norman 
is  pastor. 


A  Note  From 


Bishop  Oden 


Because  of  the  importance  of 
these  issues,  I  am  interrupting  my 
renewal  leave  to  share  with  you 
the  following  concerns: 

First,  pray  for  peace  in  the 
Middle  East.  This  war-ravaged 
part  of  the  globe  has  special 
significance  for  Christians, 
Jews,  and  Moslems.  Isn’t  it 
ironic  that  the  birthplace  of 
three  world  religions  should 
know  so  much  strife?  This  is  a 
time  to  reflect  on  national 
rights  and  responsibilities  as 
well  as  the  reality  that  action  in 
any  part  of  the  globe  produces  a 
reaction  in  all  parts  of  the  same 
globe.  Pray  for  peace! 

Second,  Louisiana  is  gearing 
up  for  a  vote  on  a  lottery.  This 
will  be  Referendum  #4  on  the 
ballot  October  6,  1990.  United 
Methodists  have  a  history  of 
strong  opposition  to  lotteries  for 
many  reasons  —  all  valid.  But 
for  me  the  most  overwhelming 
reason  to  oppose  a  state  lottery 
is  that  it  is  an  irresponsible  and 
illusionary  structure  for  the 
financing  of  public  services, 
irresponsible  in  that  it  is  not  an 
equitable  way  to  bring  in 
revenue  and  illusionary  in  that 
it  raises  false  expectations  of 


receiving  a  lot  of  money  for 
little  cost.  It  also  exploits  the 
poor.  I  have  been  asked  to  serve 
on  the  state  Steering 
Committee  of  CALL  (Coalition 
Against  Legalizing  A  Lottery  in 
Louisiana).  I  do  so  gladly! 

Third,  I  grieve  that  racism, 
and  prejudice  have  entered  this 
year’s  campaign.  Louisiana  has 
been  taking  positive  steps 
which  have  moved  us  forward  in 
racial  justice.  Candidates  who 
fan  negative  attitudes  and  racist 
feelings,  who  stir  up  hate  and 
bigotry  in  their  wake,  will  not 
lead  us  toward  future  solutions 
of  complex  problems. 

We  are  enjoying  our  renewal 
leave.  It  was  moving  to  follow 
Wesley’s  path  across  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales.  I  am 
currently  in  the  Sangre  de  Cristo 
Retreat  Center  of  Northern  New 
Mexico  working  on  the  subject  of 
mid-career  clergy  burnout.  Soon 
we  will  be  in  Colorado  where  I 
will  spend  some  time  in  the  Iliff 
Library  doing  research  on  a 
writing  project  on  clergy 
iteneracy. 

Marilyn  and  I  look  forward  to 
being  back  the  end  of  September. 


Local  UMM's  Group  Makes 
A  Difference,  Shares  Special  Bond 


Uptown  United  Methodist  Men 
of  New  Orleans  is  a  fellowship  of 
members  from  Carrollton  United 
Methodist  Church,  Napoleon  Ave- 
nue-Parker  Memorial  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  Rayne  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church. 

A  project  was  undertaken  by  the 
group  to  raise  financial  support  for 
the  college  education  of  Gabriel  U. 
Chukwu,  a  young  Christian  who  is  a 
native  of  Nigeria  and  lives  in  the 
city  of  Enugu.  He  had  been  sent 
from  Nigeria  to  New  Orleans  for  a 
period  of  approximately  two  years 
to  study  engineering  at  Delgado 
Community  College. 


While  in  the  Crescent  City, 
Gabriel  attended  Napoleon  Avenue 
UMC  regularly,  giving  a  strong 
witness  for  Jesus  Christ  and  was  an 
effective,  beloved  member  of  the 
congregation. 

Upon  returning  to  Nigeria,  he 
enrolled  in  Anambra  State 
University  of  Technology  to  pursue 
a  professional  engineering  degree. 

A  total  of  $  1 ,370.56  has  been  sent 
to  Gabriel  by  Uptown  UMM  of 
New  Orleans  to  help  with  his 
educational  expenses.  As  an 
expression  of  gratitude,  Gabriel 
mailed  a  banner  that  he  had  made 
especially  for  the  fellowship. 


The  banner  is  being  held  by  Lee  A.  Johnson,  Coordinator  for  Napoleon 
Avenue  UMC.  At  left  is  Rev.  Norwood  N.  Hingle  |r.,  president  of  the 


group. 
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Editorial; 


Youth,  'prophecy'  and  us 


Does  the  almost  daily  litany  of 
Really  Bad  News  from  the  world's 
many  “hot  spots"  have  you  down? 

If  so,  what  follows  is  a  reminder 
that  not  all  the  world's  news  this 
summer  has  been  a  “downer.” 

The  International  Christian 
Youth  Conference  that  met  recently 
in  Oaxtepec,  Mexico,  was,  in  fact, 
one  of  the  most  hope-filled  global 
events  of  1990  (see  UMR,  Aug.  24 
and  31). 

Nearly  S00  youths  and  young 
adults  from  37  nations  met  near 
Mexico  City  to  join  hands  in  friend¬ 
ship.  dialogue,  song  and  joyful  cele¬ 
bration  of  their  Christian  faith. 

Cultural,  linguistic,  and  racial 
differences  didn't  block  their  efforts 
at  mutual  understanding.  Rather, 
they  learned  that  they  could 
“speak"  to  each  other  via  a  variety 
of  verbal  and  non-verbal  means. 

A  participant  from  the  Bahamas 
summarized  wisely  and  well  the 
meaning  of  this  discovery: 

“There  are  so  many  ways  to  com¬ 
municate  when  the  desire  is  from 
the  heart.” 

What  an  insightful  witness  for 
any  of  us!  It’s  particularly  so  for 
adult  leaders  worldwide  who  appear 
unable  or  unwilling  to  match  the 


spirit  of  reconciliation  exhibited  by 
these  Christian  youth  from  all  cor¬ 
ners  of  our  planet. 

It’s  a  long  way,  of  course,  from  an 
idyllic  retreat  setting  in  Mexico  to  the 
blistering  sands  of  Iraq,  the  bloodied 
townships  of  South  Africa  and  the 
war-tom  streets  of  Liberia. 

But  the  hopeful  message  from 
Mexico  transcends  all  circum¬ 
stances:  Reconciliation — with  God 
and  with  each  other — is  an  ever¬ 
present  possibility  when  people  ear¬ 
nestly  strive  to  see  God’s  face  in  the 
lives  and  experiences  of  others. 

As  Christians,  we  should  lead  the 
way  in  listening  carefully  to  the  wit¬ 
ness  of  our  young  people,  particu¬ 
larly  those  who  exhibit  a  sincere 
commitment  to  follow  Christ.  We 
should  urge  others  to  do  likewise. 

Indeed,  the  early  church’s  obser¬ 
vation  that  our  “sons  and  daughters 
shall  prophesy”  is  ample  reminder 
that  our  young  people’s  witness  is 
vital  to  the  community  of  faith. 

The  example  of  the  youths  who 
met  in  Mexico  extends  that  insight 
to  the  global  community  as  well: 

Reconciliation  with  our  sisters 
and  brothers — even  those  we  regard 
as  “enemy” — is  a  gift  from  God  to 
those  who  truly  desire  and  seek  it. 


Inger  Kwok 
Hong  Kong 


Lindsey  Buttram 


Jorg-Andreas  Huber 
West  Germany 


United  States 


ilka  Edwards 


Terrence  Bethel 
Bahamas 


Feng  Mei 
Singapore 


Daniel  Pascoe 
Mexico 


Agba  Fattoh 
Ivory  Coast 


Jasmine  Corowa 
Australia 


Teuila  Fomai 


Samoa 


Alejandro  Apablaza 
Chile 


DESIGN  BY  MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS 


These  are  some  of  the  nearly  500  youths  who  participated  in  a  re¬ 
cent  international  youth  conference  in  Mexico.  Their  example  pro- 
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vided  a  timely  reminder  of  the  vital  witness  our  young  people  can 
make  to  both  our  church  and  the  global  community. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


'Witnesses'  are  paper's  'holy  of  holies' 


Today  my  Reporter  was  as  always 
gladly  received.  But  little  did  I  real¬ 
ize  it  would  contain  a  very  moving, 
beautiful  and  unforgettable  “My 
Witness”  bv  Rebecca  Smathers  (see 
UMR.  Aug.  17). 

It  had  added  significance  beyond 
my  personal  reaction.  A  week  ago  a 
35-year-old  man  was  brought  into 
the  hospital  suffering  the  very  same 
affliction  from  which  Ms.  Smathers 
suffered  and,  by  God’s  love,  con¬ 
quered. 

dSv  Pontius'  Puddle 


By  DENISE  J.  PETTIGREW 

I  was  unchurched  for  over  20 
years  in  1979  when  I  came  to  look 
for  a  part-time  job  at  Christ  United 
Methodist  Church,  Norwalk,  Calif. 

I  had  three  children  and  couldn’t 
fund  suitable  child  care  for  them,  so 
I  was  only  looking  for  part  time 
work.  A  former  bartender,  I  thought 
to  myself,  “working  for  a  church. 
I’ll  never  last!" 

I  was  hired  in  June  and  started 
work  in  Sept.,  1979.  I  was  home 
when  my  children  went  to  school 
and  when  they  got  home. 

One  of  the  things  I  was  first  im¬ 
pressed  with  was  that  the  church 
knew  I  was  a  mother  first  and  then  a 
church  secretary.  So  when  an  illness 
or  emergency  came  up,  1  never  had 
to  worry.  My  job  was  secure.  My 
youngest  daughter,  Kimberly,  want¬ 
ed  to  go  to  church  so  I  drove  her  to 
Christ  UMC  on  Sunday  mornings 
and  picked  her  up  after  church. 

My  favorite  line  was,  “Don’t  ask 
me  to  come  to  church,  I  only  work 


I’m  not  sure  the  people  at  the 
hospital  understand  what  is  wrong 
with  the  man.  The  family  is  very 
discouraged. 

Tomorrow,  Ms.  Smathers’  beauti¬ 
ful  “My  Witness”  will  be  given  to 
this  dear  man’s  family.  My  hope  is 
that  her  witness  will  help  them  to 
know  what  is  wrong,  what  can  be 
done,  and  that  their  hope  and  faith 
will  be  greatly  strengthened. 

Thank  you  for  this  very  precious 
part  of  each  week’s  Reporter,  fi’s 


here  live  says  a  week,  and  don’t 
plan  on  coming  to  church.” 

No  one  ever  pushed  too  hard. 
They  just  gave  me  nice  hugs,  friend¬ 
ly  words,  and  kept  inviting  my  fam¬ 
ily  and  me  to  all  of  their  functions. 
Well,  time  went  on  and  Kimberly 
wanted  to  be  baptized. 

How  could  I  have  her  baptized 
and  not  go  to  church?  So  I  started 
attending,  very  sporadically  at  first. 
Kimberly  was  baptized,  and  soon 
we  started  attending  more  regularly. 

Still  no  pushing,  just  gentle  caring 
from  this  wonderful  church  family. 
Soon,  however,  my  other  two  chil¬ 
dren  started  attending  too,  and  then 
we  all  became  church  members. 

I’m  still  working  there  five  days  a 
week,  and  worshipping  there 
throughout  the  year.  My  children, 
now  young  adults,  are  not  too  regu¬ 
lar,  but  “mom”  almost  always  gets 
up  and  goes  to  church — that  place 
of  which  I  said,  “Don’t  ask  me.  I’m 
not  going  to  come  here." 

Now  you  couldn’t  beat  me  off 
with  a  stick!  It’s  my  church.  What  a 


for  me  the  “holy  of  holies”  amidst 
all  the  other  beauties  in  this  temple 
of  truth,  the  Reporter. 

Norman  V.  Williams 
Decatur,  Illinois 

Editorial  was  divisive 

Upon  reading  the  Aug.  1 7  editori¬ 
al  headlined,  “Relic  buttresses  sub¬ 
tle  truth,”  I  was  concerned  by 
comments  that  were  made  and  wish 
to  make  a  reply. 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Denise  /.  Pettigrew  is  a  member. of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Norwalk, 
Calif.  (California-Pacific  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

wonderful,  loving  and  caring 
church  family  I  have.  I  now  am  sec¬ 
retary  for  the  women’s  group,  serve 
on  the  worship  committee  and  am 
membership  secretary — very  differ¬ 
ent  from  the  “part-time”  secretary 
who  started  out  in  1979. 

I  thank  God  every  day  for  sending 
me  to  my  “part-time”  position  as 
secretary  which  turned  into  a  full¬ 
time  position  as  a  church  member. 

Everyone  should  give  church  a 
try  even  if  it’s  been  over  20  years 
since  they  last  attended.  There  are 
so  many  loving  and  caring  church 
families  out  there.  Surely  one  of 
them  is  waiting  just  for  you. 


If  you  mean  that  the  Bible,  as  rep¬ 
resented  by  the  books  of  I  and  II 
Kings,  is  history,  then  I  tend  to 
agree.  But  if  you  mean  that  Jonah, 
Job  and  Daniel,  among  others, 
should  be  read  as  history,  then  I 
heartily  disagree.  Reading  these  sto¬ 
ries  as  history  does  a  grave  injustice 
to  them. 

Finding  a  golden  calf  in  the  sand 
does  not  prove  Moses’  encounter 
with  God  on  Mount  Sinai  or  Mount 
Horeb  or  wherever.  But  then  again, 
since  this  story  has  been  the  deci¬ 
sive,  life-grounding  story  for  mil¬ 
lions  of  Jews  and  Christians  for 
centuries,  what  more  proof  of  truth 
do  you  need? 

Please  refrain  from  making  sub¬ 
tle,  yet  harmful,  remarks  concern¬ 
ing  those  with  varying  readings  of 
Scripture.  To  insist  on  the  Bible’s 
historicity  is  a  mistake  that  divides 
instead  of  unifies  our  people. 

Steven  D.  Martin 
Piney  Flats,  Tennessee 

!  Loss  is  merely  a  lull 

1  In  the  July  20  issue  a  headline 
reads:  “Conferences’  1990  reports 
show  U.S.  decline  may  be  slowing!” 

My  addition  indicates  a  loss  of 
79,300  members  with  a  gain  of 
1 1,844  for  a  net  loss  of  57,456  mem¬ 
bers.  Your  report  was  distorted  in 
that  total  figures  were  omitted. 

To  most  folks  this  is  a  significant 
membership  loss  and  not  an  indicator 
of  a  slowing  decline.  This  is  just  the 
lull  before  the  storm  as  our  church-bu¬ 
reaucracy  has  completely  lost  touch 
with  the  grass  roots  members. 

The  bureaucracy  appears  to  be 
overly  concerned  with  their  salaries, 
pensions,  and  vacations  and  not 
very  concerned  with  the  basic 
causes  of  our  membership  loss.  No 
wonder  we  are  in  trouble. 

The  Reporter  should  at  least  give 
us  accurate  information  and  bal¬ 
anced  reporting.  To  date  this  has 
been  sadly  lacking. 

Neil  W.  McElderry,  Jr. 
Purcell,  Oklahoma 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“My  God  sent  his  angel  and  shut 
the  lions’  mouths,  and  they  have 
not  hurt  me,  because  I  was  found 
blameless  before  him;  and  also  be¬ 
fore  you,  O  king,  I  have  done  no 
wrong.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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LEADERS  IN  THE  THIRD  WORLD-  WE  AGREED 
THAT  A  SPIRITUALLY  STRONG  SOCIETY  SHOULD 
HELP  OUT  A  SPIRITUALLY  STRUGGLING  ONE- 


THEY'RE  SENDING  US 
SONVE  MISSIONARIES 
RIGHT  AWAV- 


My  Witness= 


'Don't  ask  me  to  come  to  church 
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(Last  week's  answer:  Joshua  6:20) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  10 

Monday:  Psalms  1 1 5: 1-1 1 
Tuesday:  Psalms  115:12-18 
Wednesday:  Exodus  19:1 6-24 
Thursday:  Matthew  18:1-14 
Friday:  Matthew  18:1 5-20 
Saturday:  Romans  13:1-10 
■Sunday;  Romans  13:11-14 


Here  I  Stand 


Growing  prison  population 
needs  the  church's  ministry 


By  KIM  A.  HULL 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
neglecting  one  of  the  largest  and 
fastest  growing  mission  fields  in  the 
United  States:  the  rapidly  growing 
prison  populations  in  our  state  and 
federal  systems. 

As  the  result  of  the  “war  on 
drugs”  and  the  public  perception 
that  strict  incarceration  is  the  proper 
response  to  crime,  our  nation's  pris¬ 
ons  and  jails  are  full  and  many  sys¬ 
tems  aredangerously  overcrowded. 

No  longer  are  convicted  felons 
from  “somewhere  else”  and  prison 
issues  “someone  else’s  problem.” 

I  believe  that  the  large  majority 
of  our  congregations  have  at  least  a 
nominal  relationship — either  a 
member  or  a  relative  of  a  member 
— with  someone  incarcerated. 

What  response  has  our  church 
made  to  this  growing  segment  of 
our  population?  From  my  experi¬ 
ence,  that  response  has  been  limited 
if  not  non-existent. 

Prisoners  have  human  needs 

Prisons  are  full  of  people  who  live 
and  breathe  and  have  human  needs. 
Certainly,  some  prisoners  have 
committed  horrible,  heinous  crimes 
that  repulse  society.  All  prisoners 
have  committed  acts  that  have  vio¬ 
lated  the  public  trust. 

The  words  of  Jesus  are  clear  on 
this  issue.  We  are  called  to  care  for 
those  in  prison  as  one  segment  of 
the  “least  of  these."  Our  founder, 
John  Wesley,  found  much  of  the  lo¬ 
cation  of  his  early  ministry  visiting 
and  ministering  to  prisoners  in  18th 
century  England. 

A  person’s  crimes  may  forfeit 
one’s  rights  to  live  in  freedom  with¬ 
in  the  society.  But  one’s  crimes  do 
not  preclude  the  need  for  the  Gos¬ 
pel  message  or  the  ministry  and 
nurture  of  the  church. 

I  want  to  believe  that  the  neglect  of 
this  mission  opportunity  is  the  result 
of  not  knowing  what  to  do  and  not  a 
lack  of  concern  and  compassion.  The 
total  problem  is  overwhelming.  But 
there  are  things  local  churches  and 
annual  conferences  can  do. 

■  Stay  in  touch  with  those  you 
know  or  can  discover  who  are  incar¬ 
cerated.  Mail  is  the  lifeblood  of  exis¬ 
tence  in  prison.  Some  prisoners  go 
months,  even  years,  without  ever  re¬ 
ceiving  a  letter,  card  or  newsletter. 

■  Most  of  those  incarcerated  have 
no  funds  for  even  the  basic  life  ne¬ 
cessities.  A  Sunday  school  class  or 
other  group  might  consider  provid- 


", Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  lacing  the  church.  Kim  A.  Hull  is  a 
former  United  Methodist  pastor  serving 
a  10-year  sentence  in  the  Virginia  State 
Penitentiary. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


ing  soap,  deodorant  and  shampoo 
kits  to  those  who  are  indigent.  Pro¬ 
viding  all-occasion  cards  that  can  be 
sent  to  family  and  friends,  thus  al¬ 
lowing  a  contact  with  loved  ones, 
would  also  be  a  valuable  ministry. 

■  Just  about  every  prison  and  jail 
library  is  in  need  of  books,  maga¬ 
zines,  and  newspapers.  Everything 
brought  into  a  prison/jail  library  is 
read  and  appreciated. 

■  Find  ways  to  assist  in  helping 
those  on  parole  make  "contact” 
with  society  again.  Assistance  in 
finding  employment,  housing,  and 
support  groups  are  critical  in  pre¬ 
venting  recidivism. 

■  Become  attuned  to  human  rights 
issues  in  prison/jails.  Overcrowding 
has  led  to  “warehousing”  of  inmates 
and  violence  among  incarcerated 
persons  is  on  the  rise.  With  increased 
funding  to  build  more  facilities  there 
is  less  programming  and  emphasis  on 
rehabilitation. 

■  Remember  that  many  of  those 
incarcerated  leave  families  on  the 
“street”  who  often  need  assistance 
with  food,  rent  and  medical  assis¬ 
tance.  Often  the  children  of  prison¬ 
ers  are  forgotten  on  birthdays, 
school  field  trips  and  Christmas. 

Become  intentional 

Countless  other  ways  exist  to  em¬ 
body  Christ  to  those  incarcerated 
and  their  families  and  to  remember 
that  these  people  are  members  of 
the  larger  community.  The  impor¬ 
tant  thing  is  to  become  intentional 
in  ministry  with  those  whose  sin  has 
become  a  matter  of  public  record. 

The  Gospel  is  good  news  that’s  vi¬ 
tal  in  helping  prisoners  realize  that 
the  dishonor  of  one’s  past  can  be 
neutralized  and  that  God  offers 
grace,  forgiveness  and  renewal.  But 
this  message  only  becomes  real  when 
contact  is  made  and  maintained 
with  those  who  dwell  with  Cain  in 
the  land  of  Nod,  East  of  Eden. 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 
Southern  Methodist  University 
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Faculty  Openings 

Tenure  track  positions  are  open  in  the  following  fields: 

•  Christian  Education  (search  re-opened) 

•  Pastoral  Care  (search  re-opened) 

•  Systematic  Theology 

Ph.D.  degree  or  equivalent  degree  and  demonstrated  competency  in  teaching 
and  scholarship  required.  Women  and  ethnic  minority  persons  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
Date  of  appointment,  rank  and  salary  negotiable.  Deadline  for  applications, 

November  15,  1990.  Write  to  Office  of  the  Dean,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas, 
Texas  75275-0133  and  enclose  C.V.  SMU  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity/ 
Title  DC  employer. 
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CHURCHES  OFFER  RELIEF:  Three 

United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  Annual  Conference — First  UMC  and  Shar¬ 
on  UMC  in  Plainfield,  111.,  and  Jesse  Walker 
UMC  in  Joliet,  III. — played  a  key  role  in  relief 
efforts  last  week  when  a  tornado  struck  35  miles 
southwest  of  Chicago.  The  congregations  helped 
distribute  food,  clothing,  and  medical  supplies 
to  victims  of  the  Aug.  29  twister.  As  many  as  25 
people  died  and  at  least  350  were  injured  when 
the  tornado  cut  an  eight-mile-long  path  through 
Will  County.  The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  issued  an  appeal  for  assistance  to  the 
disaster  victims.  Gifts  can  be  sent  for  Northern 
Illinois  Tornado,  Advance  No.  901 725-0. 

CHRISTIANS  ABOUND:  About 

million  Asian  and  Western  Christians  live  in 
the  Persian  Gulf  region  where  the  Iraq-U.S. 
confrontation  increased  tensions  in  recent 
weeks.  An  unidentified  assistant  pastor  of  the 
Kuwait  Evangelical  Reformed  Church  reported 
ly  took  refuge  in  one  of  the  embassies  in  Kuwait 
after  occupying  Iraqi  soldiers  routinely  searched 
the  church  compound.  Other  clergy  members 
reportedly  continue  to  hold  worship  services 
and  minister  in  the  Persian  Gulf  region  despite 
the  situation. 

LEADERS  WRITE  PRESIDENT:  The 

chief  executives  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disci¬ 
ples  of  Christ)  and  United  Church  of  Christ 
have  jointly  written  President  Bush  asking  him 
to  move  cautiously  in  the  Iraqi  situation.  The 
Rev.  John  O.  Humbert,  Disciples  president,  and 
the  Rev.  Paul  H.  Sherry,  president  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  of  Christ,  said  that  “multilateral  ac¬ 
tion,  under  the  auspices  of  the  United  Nations, 
offers  the  best  possibility  of  a  peaceful  and  just 
resolution  of  the  crisis.”  They  urged  “that  food 
and  medical  supplies  not  be  withheld  from 
Iraq’s  civilian  population.” 

BUILDUP  CALLED  OK:  The  u  s. 

military  buildup  in  the  Persian  Gulf  doesn’t 
contradict  just-war  principles  if  no  force  is  used 
before  all  other  avenues  of  solution  are  exhaust¬ 
ed.  That’s  the  conclusion  of  Robert  T.  Henne- 
meyer,  director  of  the  U.S.  Catholic’ 
Department  of  International  Justice  and  Peace. 
He  responded  after  Pax  Christi  U.S.A.  charged 
that  the  U.S.  display  of  military  force  didn’t 
meet  just-war  standards  because  it  wasn’t  a 
“last  resort"  measure. 


'South  Africa's  future  will  stand  Bible  test' 

President  de  Klerk  tells  World  Methodist  group  that ' honesty  and  justice '  are  standards 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  Ml 

Editor 

PRETORIA,  South  Africa — 
As  in  November  1987,  an  inter¬ 
national  delegation  of  Methodist 
leaders  met  last  week  with  the 
state  president  of  South  Africa  in 
“a  mission  of  justice  and  recon¬ 
ciliation." 

There  the  similarity  ends. 

“We  will  make  mistakes,"  said 
President  F.W.  de  Klerk,  “but  of 
one  thing  you  must  not  doubt: 
We  are  looking  for  a  solution  to 
South  Africa’s  future  that  will 
stand  the  test  of  the  Bible’s  stand¬ 
ards  for  honesty  and  justice.” 

The  state  president’s  remarks 
while  meeting  with  an  11 -mem¬ 
ber  delegation  from  the  World 
Methodist  Council  highlighted 
the  difference  between  this  visit 
and  a  similar  mission  in  1 987. 

The  1987  delegation  issued  sev¬ 
eral  appeals  to  then-State  Presi¬ 
dent  P.W.  Botha.  Among  them 
were  the  release  of  Nelson  Man¬ 
dela  and  other  political  prisoners, 
an  end  to  the  country’s  state  of 
emergency,  and  the  dismantling  of 
South  Africa’s  legalized  system  of 
racial  discrimination  (apartheid). 

Mr.  de  Klerk,  who  took  office 
last  year,  is  of  the  same  national 
party  as  Mr.  Botha,  but  he  has 
made  a  swift  and  dramatic  series 
of  policy  changes. 

Many  of  them  correspond  to 
the  earlier  World  Methodist 
Council  delegation’s  appeals.  Mr. 
de  Klerk  has  committed  his  gov¬ 
ernment  to  a  process  that  will 
give  political  rights  to  black  South 
Africans  for  the  first  time. 

Courageous  steps  affirmed 

Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Ke¬ 
nya,  president  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  and  leader  of 
both  the  1987  and  1990  delega¬ 
tions,  praised  Mr.  de  Klerk  for 
the  “bold  and  courageous  steps” 
his  government  has  taken. 


Toward  a 
‘New  South  Africa’ 


The  World  Methodist  Council 
in  quest  of  apartheid’s  end 
SPECIAL  REPORT 


The  bishop  affirmed  preliminary 
negotiations  undertaken  with  Nel¬ 
son  Mandela  and  the  African  Na¬ 
tional  Congress  and  Mr.  de  Klerk’s 
stated  commitment  to  create  a 
“new  South  Africa.” 

Yet  Bishop  Imathiu  reminded 
Mr.  de  Klerk  that  many  elements 
of  apartheid  remain  and  need  to 
be  addressed. 

The  delegation  noted  recent  es¬ 
calation  of  violence  taking  inno¬ 
cent  lives  in  black  townships 
across  South  Africa.  Delegates 
expressed  concern  that  the  re¬ 
forms  initiated  by  Mr.  de  Klerk 
could  be  undermined. 

They  urged  him  to  deal  with 
the  widespread  perception 
among  blacks  that  South  Africa's 
police  are  not  evenhanded  in 
dealing  with  different  groups — 
thereby  contributing  directly  and 
indirectly  to  the  violence. 

All  must  be  included 

The  Methodist  leaders  cited 
some  black  groups’  feelings  of  ex¬ 
clusion  from  the  negotiations  as 
a  factor  in  the  escalation  of  vio¬ 
lence  in  black  townships. 

They  urged  Mr.  de  Klerk  to  en¬ 
sure  that  all  parties  are  represent- 


African  groups  seeking  to  halt 
violence  they  fear  will  hurt  gains 

Peace  pact  reached 


ed  in  the  negotiations.  They 
encouraged  him  to  shift  his  gov¬ 
ernment’s  emphasis  from  “group 
rights"  to  a  guarantee  of  individ¬ 
ual  rights  for  all  people. 

Noting  that  racial  and  tribal 
identities  need  to  become  sec¬ 
ondary  to  a  democratic  national 
identity  in  South  Africa,  the  dele¬ 
gation  challenged  Mr.  de  Klerk 
to  go  a  step  farther  and  “set  the 
moral  example  needed  to  demon¬ 
strate  what  it  means  to  be  the 
leader  of  all  South  Africans  and 
not  just  one’s  own  party." 

Mr.  de  Klerk  said  he  was  hum¬ 
bled  by  the  delegation’s  commen¬ 
dation  of  his  efforts.  Noting  the 
Bible’s  reference  to  humanity  as 
“earthenware  jugs,"  he  said:  “I 
am  one  of  these.  I  have  many 
faults.” 

'Irreversibly  committed' 

Mr.  de  Klerk,  accompanied  by 
Foreign  Minister  Pik  Botha,  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  much  remains 
to  be  done  in  South  Africa. 

But  Mr.  de  Klerk  said  he  and 
his  government  are  “clearly  and 
irreversibly  committed  to  negoti¬ 
ating  a  new  constitution  that  will 
guarantee  a  vote  for  all  South  Af¬ 
ricans.” 

He  added  that  the  new  consti¬ 
tution  will  need  to  be  the  product 
of  negotiations,  with  the  remain¬ 
ing  elements  of  apartheid  elimi¬ 
nated  as  part  of  the  process. 

He  said  his  government  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  begin  negotiating  imme¬ 
diately  with  leaders  of  all  groups 
in  the  country,  adding,  "but  not 
all  of  them  are  prepared  to  sit  to¬ 
gether.” 

Mr.  de  Klerk  said  he  shares  the 
delegation's  concern  about  vio¬ 
lence  and  the  senseless  loss  of  hu¬ 
man  life. 

He  acknowledged  a  high  level 
of  frustration  in  the  black  town¬ 
ships.  He  attributed  recent  esca- 
lations  in  violence  to  “a 
relatively  small  group  of  people 


South  African  President  F.W.  de  Klerk  has  lifted  the  racial  ban 
on  membership  in  the  ruling  National  Party.  Such  actions  have 
earned  him  the  praise  of  church  leaders. 

who  do  not  want  us  to  succeed  in 
creating  a  new  South  Africa  by 
peaceful  means.” 


Common  destiny  affirmed 

Mr.  de  Klerk  strongly  affirmed 
the  World  Methodist  delegation's 
call  for  the  development  of  a  new 
national  identity  and  sense  of  com¬ 
mon  destiny  in  all  South  Africans. 

He  said  he  was  committed  to 
accommodating  the  identities  of 
different  cultural  groups  in  the 
country. 


“White  domination  must  come 
to  an  end,"  he  said.  "But  it  must 
not  be  replaced  with  a  new  form  of 
domination.” 

Mr.  de  Klerk  said  he  favors 
“sharing  power"  among  groups  in 
South  Africa,  “and  not  a  winner- 
take-all  system  like  Britain  has." 

He  said  he  is  seeking  to  be  a 
president  for  all  South  Africans 
and  that  recent  polls  show  that 
many  blacks  are  coming  to  trust 
the  sincerity  of  his  commitment. 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
Editor 


JOHANNESBURG.  South  Afri- 
ca — Meeting  State  President  F.  W. 
de  Klerk  wasn’t  -the  only  thing  on 
World  Methodist  Council  delega¬ 
tion's  agenda  last  week. 

Delegates  took  part  in  a  series  of 
fact-finding  and  perspective-building 
meetings  with  religious  and  commu¬ 
nity  groups,  including  the  African 
National  Congress  and  the  Pan-Afri¬ 
canist  Congress. 

The  same  issues  were  raised  with 
each  group  as  with  Mr.  de  Klerk 
(see  accompanying  story). 

One  major  group — Inkatha,  head¬ 
ed  by  Zulu  Chief  Mangosuthu  Buthe- 
lezi — wasn't  visited  because  of  its 
remote  location  in  Natal  province. 

Nevertheless.  Inkatha — whose  pre¬ 
dominantly  Zulu  supporters  recently 
have  been  engaged  in  violent  con¬ 


frontations  with  the  predominantly 
Xhosa  supporters  of  the  ANC — 
came  up  in  nearly  every  meeting. 

“The  violence  threatens  to  undo 
everything  we  have  done,  so  it  must 
stop,"  said  Walter  Sisulu,  a  senior 
ANC  member  and  a  longtime  col¬ 
league  of  Nelson  Mandela  in  Rob- 
ben  Island  prison. 

"But  we  should  recognize  that  the 
fundamental  cause  of  the  violence 
is  the  apartheid  system  and  its  way 
of  dividing  and  pitting  people 
against  each  other.” 

Mr.  Sisulu  said  the  Methodist 
group's  visit  was  timely. 

“This  may  appear  to  be  an  easier 
time  since  we  are  no  longer  banned 
or  imprisoned,  but  if  we  miss  the 
step  now,  there  is  no  telling  what 
will  happen,"  he  said. 

Although  all  had  opinions  about 
the  cause  of  recent  violence,  there  was 
less  finger-pointing  and  more  bewil- 
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The  African  National  Congress  and 
Inkatha  reached  a  peace  agreement 
late  last  weekend,  according  to  an 
ABC  News  report.  Details  were  un¬ 
available  at  the  Reporter’s  press  time. 

derment  and  fear  that  the  fighting 
might  thwart  the  long-awaited  process 
of  negotiating  a  new  constitution. 

Alfred  Nzo,  ANC  secretary  gener¬ 
al  and  a  recently  returned  exile,  said 
that  the  ANC’s  course  is  designed  to 
include  everyone. 

“The  course  on  which  we  are 
firmly  set  is  to  build  a  national  con¬ 
sensus  so  that  we  can  move  together 
as  one,”  he  asserted.  “In  fact,  our 
people  are  meeting  with  Inkatha 
people  in  Durban  even  as  we  talk.” 

Some  members  of  the  delegation 
traveled  to  Natal,  site  of  the  most 
black-on-black  violence,  for  conver¬ 
sations  with  pastors  and  church 
members.  Other  delegates  met  with 
pastors  and  lay  leaders  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Methodist  leaders  praise 
president's  action,  attitude 


Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Kenya, 
president  of  the  World  Method¬ 
ist  Council,  is  among  those  who 
met  last  week  with  South  Afri¬ 
can  political  leaders. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

PRETORIA,  South  Africa — Un¬ 
like  his  predecessor — who  frequent¬ 
ly  railed  at  the  church  and  its 
leaders  for  “meddling  in  politics” — 
State  President  F.W.  de  Klerk  says 
he  values  the  involvement  of  the 
church  as  “a  conscience  of  the  na¬ 
tion.” 

His  remarks  came  during  a  meet¬ 
ing  last  week  with  representatives  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  (see 
accompanying  story). 

Mr.  de  Klerk  said  he  especially 
welcomes  the  church’s  efforts  to  re¬ 
duce  violence  and  bloodshed  and  to 
advocate  participation  by  all  parties 
in  negotiations. 

Members  of  the  delegation  were 
likewise  complimentary  in  their  re-, 
actions  to  meeting  the  state  presi¬ 
dent. 

The  Rev.  Donald  English,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  British  Methodist 
Church  and  vice  chairman  of  the 


World  Methodist  Council,  noted 
that  Mr.  de  Klerk  presented  his  po¬ 
sitions  very  persuasively,  causing 
one  to  respect  his  sincerity  and  in¬ 
tegrity  even  when  not  totally  agree¬ 
ing  with  his  opinion. 

"Those  are  the  marks  of  a  master 
politician,"  Dr.  English  said. 

Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba,  head 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  South¬ 
ern  Africa,  said  he  felt  reassured  by 
Mr.  de  Klerk's  determined  assertion 
that  “South  Africa  is  going  to 
change,  and  no  one  is  going  to  stop 
it.” 

Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu,  council 
president,  said  that  talking  with  the 
previous  state1  president,  P.W.  Bo¬ 
tha,  had  felt  "like  talking  to  a  rock.” 

By  contrast,  the  bishop  said  of 
the  delegation’s  visit  with  Mr.  de 
Klerk:  "Today  we  feel  we  have  seen 
rays  of  hope  shining  on  a  new  South 
Africa  even  though  we  are  still  wait¬ 
ing  to  see  the  sun.” 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Delegation  represents  branches  of  Methodism 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

JOHANNESBURG,  South  Afri¬ 
ca — The  delegations  to  South  Afri¬ 
ca  in  1987  and  1990  (see 
accompanying  story)  grew  out  of 
concerns  raised  during  the  1986 
World  Methodist  Conference  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya,  about  suffering 
and  injustice  in  South  Africa. 

Members  of  the  1990  delegation, 
all  of  whom  serve  on  the  World 
Methodist  Council  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  are: 

Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu,  head  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Kenya,  presi¬ 
dent. 


The  Rev.  Donald  English,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  British  Methodist 
Church,  vice  president. 

Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba,  head 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  South¬ 
ern  Africa. 

Bishop  Harold  B.  Senatle,  presid¬ 
ing  bishop  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  South  Africa. 

Mrs.  Edith  Ming,  president  of  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist 
Women. 

The  Rev.  Norman  E.  Dewire, 
chair  of  the  council's  Social  and  In¬ 
ternational  Affairs  Committee  and 
president  of  the  Methodist  Theolog¬ 
ical  School  in  Ohio. 


United  Methodist  Bishop  F.  Her¬ 
bert  Skeete  (Boston  Area). 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III  of  Dallas,  editor  of  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter. 

Dr.  Vivian  Harris,  secretary  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Southern 
Africa. 

The  Rev.  Peter  Lodi,  a  pastor  in 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  South  Africa. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Hale,  chief 
executive  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

The  World  Methodist  Council  is 
an  international  body  that  links  54 
million  Methodists  in  64  different 


communions  of  the  Wesleyan  tradi¬ 
tion  in  90  countries  around  the 
world.  Its  headquarters  is  in  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
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Mideast  Christians  'tense'  at  Iraq  crisis 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  mood  in  Jerusalem  is 
“tense"  in  the  wake  of  the  Iraq-Ku- 
wait  crisis,  according  to  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  there. 

“There  is  some  concern  that  the 
United  States  is  making  decisions 
solely  on  its  economic  interests,” 
explained  the  Rev.  Romeo  del  Ro- 
sario  during  a  telephone  interview 


from  Jerusalem  with  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service. 

He  noted  that  church  people  in  the 
Middle  East  are  concerned  about  the 
possibility  of  a  military  conflict  in 
the  Gulf.  Finding  a  solution  through 
negotiations  "would  be  the  choice  of 
the  church,"  he  said. 

In  a  message  transmitted  by  Mr. 
del  Rosario,  the  Right  Rev.  Samir 


Kafity,  president-bishop  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  Jerusalem  and 
the  Middle  East,  called  for  a  peace¬ 
ful  resolution  to  the  crisis. 

Mr.  del  Rosario  said  many  Pales¬ 
tinians  are  angry  at  the  United 
States  for  its  quick  intervention  in 
the  occupation  of  Kuwait  while  the 
longtime  Israeli  occupation  of  tradi¬ 
tional  Palestinian  lands  has  largely 
been  ignored. 
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Faith  at  work 


SEPTEMBER  7,  1990 


Faith 

= connections 

SOLE-FUL  FUND-RAISER:  Six  Kan 

sas  txtys  and  their  sponsor  recently  put  their 
soles  into  efforts  to  raise  money  for  the  United 
Methodist  Urban  Ministry  of  Wichita,  Kan.  The 
youths — Nick  Austin,  John  Mason,  Adam  Huen- 
ergarde,  Brooks  Abbott,  Clint  Christy  and  Travis 
Carswell — spent  two  days  hiking  35  miles  with 
their  pastor,  the  Rev.  William  K.  Glaser  of  Phil- 
lipsburg  (Kan.)  United  Methodist  Church.  Their 
goal  was  to  raise  $650 — the  amount  needed  to 
feed  the  urban  ministry’s  clients  for  one  day.  The 
group  raised  $660. 

MINISTRY  EXEC  DIES:  The  head  of 

the  Campus  Ministry  Section  at  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  died 
Aug.  28  in  Nashville.  The  cause  of  the  Rev.  Allan 
J.  Burry’s  death  apparently  was  complications 
from  chemotherapy  for  cancer.  Mr.  Burry,  56, 
worked  to  revitalize  the  national  student  move¬ 
ment  and  to  renew  campus  ministry  in  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  He  was  developing  a 
campus  ministry  proposal  to  present  to  the  1992 
General  Conference  in  Louisville,  Ky.  Mr.  Burry 
leaves  his  wife,  Evelyn  M.  Burry,  director  of  lay 
leadership  development  for  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship;  three  children;  and  three  grandchil¬ 
dren.  Burial  was  Sept.  1  in  Florida.  A  Sept.  15 
memorial  serv  ice  is  to  be  conducted  in  Nashville. 

AFRICA  U.  BENEFIT:  A  special  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  1989  United  Methodist  Hymnal 
bearing  the  logo  of  the  proposed  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity  is  being  sold  by  The  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House.  Through  the  end  of  December, 
$1.50  from  the  $11.95  purchase  price  of  each 
volume  is  to  be  used  to  buy  library  equipment 
and  resources  for  the  proposed  Africa  Universi¬ 
ty  in  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 

ORGANIZATIONS  SPLIT:  The 

Reconciling  Congregation  Program  has  incor¬ 
porated  as  a  non-profit  organization  separate 
from  its  founding  body,  Affirmation.  Elected  to 
lead  the  independent  organization's  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  were  the  Rev.  Kim  A.  Smith  of  San 
Francisco,  chair;  the  Rev.  Finees  Flores  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  vice  chair;  Carolyn  Dell  of  Sheboygan, 
Wis.,  secretary;  and  Reva  Anderson  of  Toledo, 
Ohio,  treasurer.  Affirmation,  the  unofficial  cau¬ 
cus  for  the  interests  of  gay  and  lesbian  United 
Methodists,  began  the  Reconciling  Congrega¬ 
tions  Program  in  1984.  Reconciling  congrega¬ 
tions  are  those  that  have  studied  human 
sexuality  and  voted  to  welcome  homosexuals 
into  membership.  There  are  46  reconciling  con¬ 
gregations  in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


Revivals 

By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

BATON  ROUGE,  La.— Jeers 
echoed  from  the  bleachers  in  the 
sweltering  juvenile  prison  gym¬ 
nasium  as  a  solitary  youth 
walked  onto  the  floor  to  make  his 
public  commitment  to  Christ. 

Slowly,  several  more  stepped 
forward,  braving  the  derision  of 
their  peers.  Soon  the  bleachers 
were  emptying,  as  nearly  250 
youths,  some  of  them  in  shackles, 
also  made  their  commitments. 

This  story  is  just  one  of  those 
told  by  300  volunteers,  many  of 
them  United  Methodists,  who 
participated  in  simultaneous  re¬ 
vivals  in  every  state  prison  in 
Louisiana  Aug.  24-26. 

More  than  1,300  convicts  in 
the  13  Louisiana  prisons  made 
decisions  to  be  Christian. 

1st  event  staged  in  U.S. 

Ed  DeWeese,  a  former  United 
Methodist  pastor,  coordinated  the 
massive  effort  to  reach  16,000 
prisoners  in  one  weekend. 

“As  far  as  we  know,”  Mr. 
DeWeese  said,  “this  is  the  first 
time  such  an  event  has  occurred 
in  the  United  States.” 

Mr.  DeWeese,  who  was  once 
imprisoned  for  embezzlement,  is 
director  for  Arkansas  and  Louisi¬ 
ana  operations  of  Prison  Fellow¬ 
ship,  the  international  prison 
ministry  founded  by  Charles  Col¬ 
son.  Mr.  Colson  was  converted  to 
Christianity  while  in  prison  for 
his  part  in  the  Watergate  scandal 
during  the  Nixon  administration. 

' Dirty  Sally/ 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

BATON  ROUGE,  La  — On 
the  streets  she  was  known  as 
“Dirty  Sally.” 

Now  incarcerated  in  Louisiana 
Correctional  Institute  for  Wom¬ 
en,  the  slender,  6-foot- 1  inmate 
is  the  first  to  say  the  name  used 
to  be  appropriate. 

In  and  out  of  prison,  she  had 
been  a  ringleader  in  illegal  and 
often  violent  activities. 


inspire  inmates 


The  multiprison  crusade  was 
the  idea  of  Bruce  Lynn,  head  of 
the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Corrections.  Mr.  Lynn  contacted 
Mr.  DeWeese. 

The  crusade  was  designed  in  two 
stages:  evangelizing  and  discipling. 

First,  the  Bill  Glass  Evangelis¬ 
tic  Association  led  services  in 
five  state  prisons.  Chaplains  and 
other  volunteers  led  services  in 
the  other  eight. 

Volunteers  for  Mr.  Glass  and 
for  Prison  Fellowship,  who  joined 
forces  earlier  this  year,  spent  2'h 
days  in  each  prison  as  they  at¬ 
tempted  to  reach  every  inmate. 

They  spent  time  in  the  yards, 
cafeterias,  cell  blocks  and  death 
row — wherever  convicts  could  be 
found. 

Follow-up  planned 

The  second  phase — now  in  pro¬ 
gress — includes  follow-up  with 
seminars  and  visits  to  the  convicts 
who  made  their  decisions.  Mr. 
DeWeese,  chaplains  and  volun¬ 
teers  from  Prison  Fellowship  are 
implementing  that  phase. 

Judge  Robert  Downing,  a  Pris¬ 
on  Fellowship  volunteer,  said 
that  Mr.  Lynn’s  idea  may  not 
only  change  prisoners’  lives.  Re¬ 
ligious  conversions  may  eventu¬ 
ally  save  the  state  millions  of 
dollars  a  year  by  reducing  the 
prison  population. 

About  70  percent  of  released 
prisoners  return  to  prison,  the 
judge  said.  But  in  his  court  he  no¬ 
ticed  that  many  prisoners  who  had 
experienced  a  positive  life  change 
as  a  result  of  religious  conviction 


didn’t  return  to  prison  after  com¬ 
pleting  their  sentences. 

Each  prisoner  costs  the  state 
$  1 8,000  a  year,  the  judge  said. 

If  Christianity  helps  a  convict 
adhere  to  prison  discipline,  a 
sentence  could  be  reduced  by 
five  years,  saving  the  state 
$90,000,  Mr.  DeWeese  added. 

Chaplain  warns  of  rejection 

However,  one  chaplain  warned, 
the  convicts  who  are  “converted” 
by  Christians  in  prison  but  re¬ 
jected  by  Christians  when  they 
are  released  become  bitterly  dis¬ 
illusioned. 

These  ex-convicts  frequently 
return  to  prison,  he  said. 

For  the  crusade,  Mr.  Glass,  a 
four-time  All  Pro  defensive  end 
for  the  Cleveland  Browns, 
brought  1 1  sports  celebrities  and 
entertainers  who  gave  sports  clin¬ 
ics  and  performances  along  with 
their  Christian  witness. 

Two  of  the  most  colorful  charac¬ 
ters  were  weightliller  Paul  Wrenn 
and  Jack  “Murf  the  Surf”  Murphy. 

Mr.  Wrenn  is  famous  for  lift¬ 
ing  more  than  900  pounds. 

Mr.  Murphy,  who  spent  21 
years  behind  bars,  is  best  known 
as  an  accomplished  jewel  thief. 

“He  stole  the  Star  of  India  sap¬ 
phire,”  said  Mr.  Glass.  “Every 
movie  that’s  been  made  about  jew¬ 
el  thieves  is  patterned  after  him.” 

Mr.  Murphy  frequently  brings 
prisoners  the  message  that  their 
lives  can  change  for  the  better  if 
they  will  make  a  Christian  com¬ 
mitment. 


PHOTO  BV  WADE  LABAT 


BATON  ROUGE,  La. — A  convict  at  Angola  Penitentiary  is 
deep  in  prayer  as  he  clutches  a  well-thumbed  Bible  behind 
his  back.  He  was  participating  in  one  of  the  13  revivals  held 
at  all  Louisiana  state  prisons  during  a  recent  weekend.  Three 
hundred  volunteers  carried  the  Christian  message  to  the 
inamtes  of  both  men's  and  women's  facilities. 


sets  her  feet  on  Christian  path  again 


mother  of  9, 

“I  had  seen  everything,”  said 
the  mother  of  nine  children.  “I 
got  so  I  hated  men.” 

She  had  her  first  child  at  13 
and  married  when  she  was  1 5. 

“When  I  met  a  man,  I  would 
put  a  gun  to  his  nose  and  say, 
‘Give  me  everything  you’ve 
got,’  ”  she  said. 

Money  was  all  she  cared  about, 
she  said,  so  she  could  buy  clothes 
or  whatever  she  wanted. 

But  Sally’s  behavior  has 


changed.  People  no  longer  call 
her  “Dirty  Sally,”  not  even  the 
guards. 

Sally  joined  some  other  wom¬ 
en  in  her  prison  unit  at  the  mul¬ 
tiprison  revival  last  month  in 
Louisiana. 

When  they  weren’t  praying, 
singing  or  talking  with  volun¬ 
teers,  they  spent  their  time  writ¬ 
ing  Scripture  verses  on  little 
squares  of  paper  to  give  to  the 
other  women  prisoners. 


This  attempt  is  Sally’s  second 
at  living  a  Christian  life.  After 
her  first  attempt,  she  said,  she  re¬ 
turned  to  her  old  ways.  But  her 
mother  died  recently,  and  she 
was  trying  again. 

"Mama  always  worried  about 
me,”  she  said.  “When  I  was  sent 
to  prison,  Mama  said,  ‘Baby,  I’m 
glad  you’re  in  prison  because  now 
I  know  you  are  safe.’  ” 

Unless  she  can  secure  a  parole, 
Sally  very  likely  will  die  in  prison. 


“I  don’t  ‘roll  out’  [complete 
her  sentence]  until  2085,  but  I’m 
more  free  than  lots  of  people  on 
the  outside  because  now  I  have 
Someone  who  will  never  leave 
me,”  she  said,  referring  to  Christ. 

That  was  a  common  refrain 
among  the  women:  “1  have  Some¬ 
one  who  will  never  leave  me.” 

Sally  said,  “I  knew  I  had  to 
change  because  if  1  didn’t,  when  I 
die  I’ll  lose  Mama  for  a  second 
time."  —DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


NEEDED:  A  SPONSOR 
FOR  SHEILA 


SHEILA  is  from  the  Phillippines.  She 
is  very  tiny,  just  three  years  old.  Her  father 
deserted  the  family,  and  although  the 
mother  works  at  a  menial  job,  they  live  in 
utter  poverty.  We  want  Sheila  to  grow  up, 
knowing  that  God  loves  her.  She  was  ac¬ 
cepted  at  a  Christian  orphanage  in  Manila. 
If  sponsored,  she  will  receive  food  for  body 
as  well  as  for  spirit. 

For  only  $13  a  month,  you  could  spon¬ 
sor  Sheila  or  another  child  like  her.  You 
will  receive  the  child's  picture,  name  and 
address  and  news  about  the  orphanage. 

WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.  , 
founded  in  1965  by  a  Methodist  minister 
and  his  wife.  The  corporation  sent  87% 
of  funds  received  overseas  for  the  children 
in  1989  All  contributions  are  tax  deduct¬ 
ible  and  each  donor  receives  a  WCI  finan¬ 
cial  report. 

Will  you  sponsor  one  of  God's  destitute 
children?  The  cost  is  small  -  less  than  44 
cents  a  day. 

Please  write: 


Florida  UMs  open  homes  to  students 
frightened  by  rash  of  brutal  murders 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  in  Gaines¬ 
ville,  Fla.,  opened  their  homes  last 
week  to  University  of  Florida  stu¬ 
dents  afraid  to  live  alone  after  five 
people  were  murdered  in  two  days. 

The  pastors  of  two  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  near  the  univer¬ 
sity  campus  reported  that  the 
community  had  pulled  together  to 
try  to  improve  security  for  students. 

Three  of  the  murdered  students 
attended  the  university.  Two  were 
enrolled  at  nearby  Santa  Fe  Com¬ 
munity  College. 

Law  enforcement  spokesmen  said 
late  last  week  that  they  were  begin¬ 
ning  to  question  suspects.  But  that 
knowledge  did  little  to  calm  the 
fears  of  Gainesville  residents. 

'Available  for  any  need' 

The  Rev.  James  R.  “Jimmy” 
Crook  Jr.,  senior  pastor  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  said  his 
staff  members  volunteered  to  “be 
available  for  anything  they  needed” 
on  the  Florida  campus,  which  is  a 
few  blocks  away. 

“It’s  pretty  terrifying,”  Dr.  Crook 


said  about  the  discovery  of  five 
murdered  students  within  48  hours 
in  a  usually  quiet  college  town 
where  three-quarters  of  the  35,000 
students  live  off  campus. 

“We’ve  told  all  our  people,  not 
just  students,  not  to  leave  meetings 
alone,  to  stay  in  groups,  to  go  to  the 
parking  lot  in  groups.” 

The  Rev.  William  H.  Yeager,  pas¬ 
tor  of  University  United  Methodist 
Church  across  the  street  from  the 
Florida  campus,  said  that  many  stu 
dents  went  home  for  the  Labor  Day 
weekend  early  after  the  murders 
were  discovered. 

Both  United  Methodist  pastors 
said  congregation  members  offered 
to  let  students  stay  in  their  homes  if 
the  youths  felt  unsafe  in  their  apart¬ 
ments. 

Students  band  together 

“Most,  however,  are  banding  to¬ 
gether — five  or  more — in  their  own 
residences,”  Mr.  Yeager  said. 

Mr.  Yeager  and  Dr.  Crook  said 
their  churches  were  continuing  with 
programs  as  usual.  However,  both 
said  they  and  others  from  the 
churches  were  making  concerted  ef¬ 
forts  to  be  available  for  conversa¬ 


tion  with  students. 

Crisis  phone  lines  have  been  es¬ 
tablished  on  campus  through  the 
campus  ministry  center. 

A  Gainesville  Police  Department 
spokeswoman  answered  a  special 
“rumor  control  line”  last  week  to 
which  people  could  telephone  for 
correct  information. 

“Other  churches  and  the  commu¬ 
nity  in  general  have  pulled  togeth¬ 
er,”  said  Dr.  Crook.  “It  has  shown 
how  a  crisis  can  cause  people  to  pull 
together  heartily  and  caringly. 

“I  was  in  Tallahassee  serving  St. 
Paul  United  Methodist  Church 
shortly  after  Ted  Bundy  committed 
the  murders  there,  and  there’s  some 
of  the  same  atmosphere  here  now.” 

Bundy  was  a  serial  killer  who 
committed  murders  across  the 
country  and  who  was  known  as  a 
jail  escape  artist.  His  victims  in¬ 
cluded  two  women  at  Florida  State 
University  in  1978.  He  was  electro¬ 
cuted  at  the  Florida  State  Prison  in 
January  1989. 

Law  enforcement  officials  in 
Gainesville  were  releasing  limited 
information  to  avoid  copycat  kill¬ 
ings  and  to  be  able  to  recognize  the 
methods  of  the  serial  killer  or  killers 
if  they  strike  again. 


Prophetic  preaching  will  be  topic 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Politics,  war,  fam¬ 
ilies  in  crisis,  love,  community,  and 
justice  and  peace  loom  large  as  the 
world  moves  toward  the  2 1  st  century, 
and  the  challenge  of  training  Chris¬ 
tian  preachers  to  address  those  issues 
in  the  context  of  faith  is  growing,  ac¬ 
cording  to  church  trend  experts. 

At  least  600  clergypersons  and 
others  concerned  with  preaching 
and  worship  will  study  the  role  of 
prophetic  preaching  in  the  next  cen¬ 
tury  during  “Proclamation  ’91,”  an 
April  15-19,  1991  symposium 
sponsored  by  two  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“Preaching  is  taking  (on)  new 
forms  as  a  result  of  developments  in 
theology,  scriptural  interpretations, 


mass  media  culture  and  an  increas¬ 
ing  awareness  of  the  global  commu¬ 
nity,”  said  the  Rev.  Thomas  H 
Troeger,  a  theologian  and  associate 
professor  of  preaching  at  Colgate 
Rochester  (N  Y.)  Divinity  School, 
who  is  keynote  speaker  for  the  con¬ 
ference. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  the  Section  on  Worship 
of  the  General  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship,  both  based  in  Nashville,  are 
co-sponsoring  this  third  “Proclama¬ 
tion”  event. 

Other  lecturers  for  “Proclama¬ 
tion  ’91"  are  the  Rev.  Walter  Ink, 
professor  at  Auburn  Theological 
Seminary,  New  York;  Parker  Palm¬ 
er,  writer  and  activist,  Madison, 
Wis.;  and  the  Rev.  Jane  Middleton, 
associate  council  (program)  director 


of  the  United  Methodist  New  York 
Annual  Conference. 

Among  the  noted  guest  preachers 
and  instructors  for  20  workshops 
offered  are: 

The  Rev.  Sue  Ann  Steffey  Mor¬ 
row,  acting  dean  of  the  chapel, 
Princeton  (N.J.)  University; 

The  Rev.  Leonard  I.  Sweet,  presi¬ 
dent  of  United  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  Dayton,  Ohio; 

The  Rev.  Tallulah  Fisher  Wil¬ 
liams,  pastor  of  Hartzell  United 
Methodist  Church,  Chicago; 

The  Rev.  Maurice  Boyd,  pastor 
of  Fifth  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church,  New  York; 

And  the  Rev.  Michael  E.  Wil¬ 
liams,  director  of  preaching  minis¬ 
tries  for  United  Methodism’s 
Discipleship  board. 


The  number  one 
book  on  leadership 


New  Revised 
Version 


Proven  strategies  for  effective  leadership  in  an  affordable  paperback 
volume.  More  reliable  than  any  other  book  on  the  subject!  You’ll  find 
spiritual  inspiration  and  practical  insights  from  some  of  the  world’s  most 
capable  past  leaders.  Easy-to-use  book  features  a  unique  cross-reference 
system  and  other  study  helps  to  make  this  a  volume  every  leader  will  use 
time  and  again. 

Cokesbury  NRSV  Classroom  Edition:  Paperback. 

C08-269910.  Each,  $6.95 
6  or  more,  each,  $5.95 

The  most  reliable  book'you'll  ever  read  on  what  it  takes  to  be  a  leader  in  today's 
world. 


Many  other  editions  also  available!  Call  or  visit  your  Cokesbury  store 
today! 


Q 

Cokesbury 

Books  •  Bibles  e  Church  Supplies  / 


1-800-672-1789 


MARK  16.1 

looked  around,  they  saw  no  one  with 
them  any  more,  but  only  Jesus. 

The  Coming  of  Ell/ah 
(Mt  17  9-13) 

9  As  they  were  coming  down  the 
mountain,  he  ordered  them  to  tell  no 
one  about  what  they  had  seen,  until 
after  the  Son  of  Man  had  risen  from 
the  dead  >‘'So  they  kept  the  matter  to 
themselves,  questioning  what  this  ris¬ 
ing  from  the  dead  could  mean.  "  Then 
they  asked  him,  "Why  do  the  scribes 
say  that  E  li  jah  must  come  first?" 12  He 
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Presence 


of  Christ 


Editor's  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week's  column  is 
written  by  Rev.  C.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  Alexandria  District 
Superintendent. 

Jane  was  ten  years  old  and  was  already  there  when  the  minister 
arrived  each  Sunday.  She  stayed  all  morning  for  two  services  and 
Sunday  School.  She  sat  on  the  front  row  all  by  herself.  The  minister’s 
heart  went  out  to  her.  They  would  talk  before  and  after  the  service. 
He  learned  that  her  mother  and  step-father  were  usually  gone.  Three 
teenage  brothers  looked  after  Jane  but  she  was  pretty  much  on  her 
own.  During  the  week  he  would  see  her  on  the  streets,  often  at  dusk. 
She  was  always  alone.  Somehow  she  looked  as  if  she  always  expected 
a  “no”  from  life. 

Often  she  would  ask  to  read  books  in  the  church  library.  Eventually 
she  sang  in  the  children’s  choir.  The  minister  tried  to  call  but  never 
found  anyone  at  home.  Then  one  Sunday,  Jane  handed  him  a  note  on 
the  way  out.  It  was  carefully  folded  and  the  minister  put  it  into  his 
pocket  to  read  later.  When  he  got  home  he  remembered  it,  and  took  it 
out  and  opened  it.  The  note  read,  “I  am  moving  away.  I  love  you, 
Jane.”  The  next  day  the  minister  went  by  the  apartment.  It  was  too 
late.  They  had  gone. 

The  minister  wondered  what  would  become  of  Jane.  Did  she  come 
to  know  Christ  there?  Did  they  go  far  enough  to  relate  to  her?  Were 
the  worship  services  and  the  choir  and  the  Sunday  School  enough?  Or 
did  they  fail  her?  Were  they  too  busy  to  really  take  the  time  she 
needed? 

The  minister  related  this  story  to  his  congregation  and  afterward 
several  people  spoke  to  him  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  One  was  her 
Sunday  School  teacher  who  said,  “1  meant  to  call  on  Jane,  but  I  never 
did."  Another  was  the  UMYF  president  who  said,  “I  lived  upstairs 
from  her  but  never  took  the  time  to  get  to  know  her.”  And  the  third 
was  the  minister’s  wife  who  said,  “Three  times  she  came  to  play  with 
Beth,  but  it  was  right  at  dinner  and  I  sent  her  away." 

How  many  Janes  are  there  in  every  community  —  people  who  are 
hurting  and  crying  out  for  someone  to  care?  May  we  open  our  lives  to 
the  sensitizing  presence  of  Christ  which  makes  us  more  aware  of 
those  who  need  us.  And  being  aware,  may  we  go  to  them  in  His  name! 


Zachary  United  Methodist 
Church  —  100  Years  of  History 


The  members  of  Zachary  United 
Methodist  Church  will  gather  to 
celebrate  their  centennial  on 
October  14,  1990.  They  will  have  a 
great  deal  of  history  to  share. 

Before  1889,  the  Methodists  of 
the  area  worshipped  at  Pipkin’s 
Chapel  which  was  located  about 
two  miles  south  of  Zachary.  The 
church  had  been  named  in  honor  of 
Rev.  Barnabas  Pipkin,  a  Methodist 
missionary  who  served  in  various 
districts  in  surrounding 
conferences.  Membership,  however, 
steadily  declined. 

Following  the  incorporation  of 
the  town  of  Zachary,  residents  even 
more  urgently  felt  the  need  to 
organize  a  church  congregation.  Mr. 
Norwood,  an  itinerant  Methodist 
preacher  soon  visited  Zachary  to 
hold  a  revival. 

Great  interest  was  immediately 
shown,  causing  these  individuals, 
along  with  the  members  of  Pipkin's 
Chapel,  to  join  together  and 
establish  what  is  today  known  as 
Zachary  United  Methodist  Church. 
Mrs.  Emily  Sanford  donated  two 
acres  of  land  to  the  new  church,  and 
the  first  sanctuary  was  built  in 
1890.  Rev.  J.  T.  Leggett  was 
appointed  as  the  first  minister. 

The  Zachary  congregation  has 
continued  to  develop  in  ministry  in 
spite  of  a  fire  which  destroyed  the 
church  building  in  1914  and  the 
depression  years  that,  though 
difficult,  proved  to  be  the  incentive 
needed  to  build  a  new  and  larger 
sanctuary. 


Present  members,  along  with 
Rev.  James  W.  Mitchell,  pastor, 
and  members  of  the  Centennial 
Committee,  have  many  activities 
planned  for  the  festive  occasion  to 
mark  this  historic  event. 

An  art  contest  for  children  and  an 
essay  contest  for  children  and 
adults  will  be  held,  using  the  theme 
“My  Church.”  Also  included 
among  the  special  festivities  are: 

*  UMW  have  compiled  a 
cookbook  containing  favorite 
family  recipes  which  will  be  for  sale 

*  A  musical  historical  drama  will 
be  presented  Oct.  7  at  the  church  at 
7  p.m. 

*  A  special  worship  to  be  held 
Oct.  14,  followed  by  a  potluck 
dinner  on  the  grounds  —  costumes 
are  to  be  encouraged 

*  Revised  and  updated  history 
book 

*  Display  of  antique  and 
historical  items 

*  Construction  of  a  brush  arbor 
recognizing  the  church’s  struggling 
beginning 

R.  Preston  Kennedy,  Centennial 
Committee  Chairperson,  summed 
up  the  significance  of  the  event  by 
saying,  “1990  is  a  colossal 
milestone  in  our  existence  as  an 
organized  church  of  the 
community.  We  need  to  begin  to 
think  not  only  in  the  achievements 
of  the  past,  but  also  of  the 
opportunities  that  lie  ahead  for  our 
church  in  a  world  desperately  in 
need  of  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
Christ.” 
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Prepare  Now  for 
Peace  with  Justice  Week 

October  16-24 


PEACE 


WITH 

JUS! 

1° 
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Peace  With  Justice  Week  1990  is 
an  interfaith,  national  call  to 
communities  to  organize  toward 
issues  of  peace  with  justice.  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  through 
its  General  Boards  of  Church  and 
Society  and  Global  Ministries, 
participates  in  the  46  religious 
groups  obeying  Isaiah’s  summons  to 
“lift  up  your  voice  like  a  trumpet.” 

For  eight  years,  an  increasingly 
vocal  number  of  Protestant, 
Catholic,  and  Jewish  congregations 
have  engaged  in  activities  which 
range  from  interfaith  worship 
services  to  festivals  and  legislative 


forums.  It  is  our  hope  that  many 
United  Methodist  congregations 
will  now  plan  with  other 
community  groups  to  inspire  and 
stimulate  people  of  different  faiths 
and  races  to  speak  out  against 
injustices  of  all  kinds  —  hunger, 
homelessness,  racism,  domestic 
violence,  neglect  and  abuse  of 
children  and  the  elderly.  Without 
justice  for  all  people  there  can  never 
be  peace  in  our  broken  world.  Our 
National  Office  of  Peace  with 
Justice  calls  us  to  action  with  the 
slogan,  “JUST-US  CAN  BRING 
PEACE.” 

Both  urban  and  rural  United 
Methodist  congregations  are  urged 
to  plan  at  least  one  interfaith 
activity  during  this  period  to  pray 
for  peace  and  also  to  consider  ways 
in  which  respective  communities 
can  examine  injustice  in  the  hope  of 
achieving  possible  measures  of 
alleviation.  Focusing  education  and 
action  on  just  one  injustice  may  be 


wiser  than  giving  only  vocal 
concern  to  a  range  of  issues. 

This  year  the  crises  in  the  Middle 
East  and  Africa  give  added  impetus 
to  our  uniting  in  peace  and  justice 
activities.  The  current  tensions 
worldwide  underline  our  need  for 
better  understanding  of  different 
nationalities,  races,  and  cultures.  As 
people  of  one  God  we  have  a 
common  bond  which  can  aid  in 
bridging  our  differences. 

Communities  will  differ  as  to  the 
activities  they  sponsor.  Perhaps  the 
plans  of  one  Baton  Rouge  church 
may  suggest  varied  possibilities. 
University  United  Methodist  and 
its  neighbor,  University 
Presbyterian,  are  joining  with  a 
campus  chapel  and  the  four 
congregations  whose  students 
participate  in  this  chapel’s 
activities.  The  morning  services  of 
each  church  will  focus  on  a  call  to 
peace  and  justice.  A  joint  festival  is 
planned  for  the  late  afternoon.  The 


art  work  and  literary  efforts  of 
children  and  youth  focusing  on 
peace  with  justice  issues  will  be 
displayed  in  the  hall  of  the  host 
church. 

Entertainment  will  include  a 
clown,  a  children’s  choir, 
musicians,  a  marionette  show,  and 
an  international  dance  group. 
Booths  will  emphasize  clean  air, 
recycling,  other  aspects  of 
environmental  justice,  the  housing 
partnership  of  Habitat  for 
Humanity,  books  on  parenting  for 
peace,  display  of  peace  t-shirts  and 
bumper  stickers,  and  teaching 
children  to  make  peace  cranes  and 
windsox  and  to  decorate  peace 
candles.  Following  a  cafeteria 
supper,  children,  youth,  and  adults 
will  join  in  a  worship  service  of 
music  and  liturgy. 

Throughout  the  land  may  God’s 
children  together  raise  their  voices 
in  their  shared  desires  for  social 
justice  and  for  peace. 


Students  to  Benefit 
from  New  Directory 

General  Council  on  Ministries. 
However,  the  directory  is  not 
limited  to  those  students,  but  “was 
designed  as  a  resource  for  all 
students.” 

The  Directory  of  Scholarships  and 
Grants  For  Racial  Ethnic  Minority 
Persons  is  available  from  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
P.O.  Box  871,  Nashville,  TN 
37202-0871;  telephone,  (615)  340- 
7344. 


A  new  scholarship  and  grant 
directory  released  recently  makes 
the  search  for  education  funds 
quicker  and  easier,  especially  for 
Asian,  black,  Hispanic  and  Native 
American  students,  its  publishers 
say. 

Persons  preparing  to  enter 
United  Methodist-related  colleges 
and  theological  schools  can  now  let 
their  fingers  do  the  walking  to  find 
scholarships  and  grants  earmarked 
for  students  from  those  racial  and 
ethnic  groups. 

The  denomination’s  General 


Council  on  Ministries  and  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
have  teamed  up  to  produce  the 
Directory  of  Scholarships  and 
Grants  For  Racial  Ethnic  Minority 
Persons. 

The  28-page  guide  is  divided  into 
three  major  sections  highlighting 
scholarships  and  grants  from 
denominationwide  agencies  for 
students  attending  United 
Methodist-related  schools,  colleges 
and  seminaries;  funds  sponsored  by 
United  Methodist  theological 
schools;  and  financial  sources  other 


than  the  denomination  or  related 
schools  and  seminaries. 

In  each  category,  funds  aimed 
toward  students  from  specific  racial 
and  ethnic  groups  are  indicated. 
Each  scholarship  and  grant  entry 
lists  a  contact  person,  amount  and 
restrictions,  criteria  for  application, 
and  deadline  for  applying. 

“The  intent  of  the  directory  was 
to  help  students  of  color  access  the 
appropriate  boards  and  agencies 
and  schools  to  look  for  funding,” 
said  Trudie  K.  Preciphs,  an 
assistant  general  secretary  with  the 


Workshop  Slated 

Louisiana  State  University  in  Shreveport  is  pleased  to  offer  the  BASICS 
of  sound  system  design  and  operation  seminar  through  the  Division  of 
Continuing  Education  and  Public  Service.  The  seminar  will  be  held 
Saturday,  September  29,  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  and  will  be  conducted  at  LSUS 
Science  Lecture  Auditorium.  Fee  for  the  event  is  $70. 

Material  will  be  covered  by  lecture  and  equipment  demonstration.  The 
BASIC  seminar  is  designed  for  persons  with  little  or  no  background  in 
setting  up  and  running  a  simple  church  sound  system.  The  seminar  will 
show  how  to  set  up  one  which  would  be  used  in  a  small  church  or  chapel. 
This  seminar  is  designed  to  teach  the  BASICS  of  sound  system  design  and 
operation. 

Instructors,  Claiborne  W.  Sharpe  Jr.,  Computer  Science  Instructor  at 
LSUS  and  W.  Hugh  Bailey,  Registered  Professional  Electrical  Engineer, 
have  over  13  years  of  designing,  installing,  and  operating  sound  system 
experience.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  LSUS  and  mail  to  Conferences 
and  Institutes,  LSUS,  One  University  Place,  Shreveport,  LA  71115. 

For  further  information  regarding  the  workshop  and  registration, 
contact  Claiborne  Sharpe  Jr.  at  LSUS  in  Shreveport. 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
to  Hold  'Great  Preaching  Series' 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  will  conduct  a  “Great 
Preaching  Series”  September  23,  24.  and  25  (Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday). 

Featured  guest  preacher  for  the  three  day  event  is  George  E.  Morris, 
Professor  in  the  Arthur  J.  Moore  Chair  of  Evangelism,  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Moore  is  also  the 
Director  of  the  World  Methodist  Evangelism  Institute,  a  cooperative  effort 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council  and  Candler. 

Leading  the  music  for  the  series  is  Mark  Locke,  Director  of  Music  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dyersburg,  Tennessee. 

Sunday,  September  23  First  Church  will  hold  a  7  p.m.  service.  On 
Monday,  September  24  there  will  be  a  noon  luncheon  for  all  clergy  within 
the  Baton  Rouge  District  of  the  Methodist  Church.  On  Tuesday,  a  noon 
luncheon  will  be  held  for  the  laity. 

First  Church  will  also  hold  evening  services  Monday  and  Tuesdav  at 
7:00. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  is  located  at  930  North  Boulevard. 


Catch  the  Spirit 

{[the  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


Meetings  Scheduled  for 
Black  College-Bound  Youth 


Dillard  University,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  is 
sponsoring  three  youth  meetings 
across  the  Conference  for  high 
school  and  college  youth. 

The  purpose  of  the  three 
meetings  is  to  provide 
encouragement,  information  and 
support  for  our  black  youth  in  our 


local  churches  as  they  look  forward 
to  a  college  career.  Dillard 
University  staff  and  local  pastors 
will  provide  the  leadership. 

Each  of  the  meetings  will  be  held 
from  9  a.m.  to  1:30  p.m.  Coffee  and 
tea  will  be  served  and  lunch  will  be 
provided  at  each  meeting  for  all 
participants. 

Packets  with  information  on 
financial  aid  from  Dillard  and  other 
useful  material  will  be  provided. 


Meetings  for 
College-Bound  Youth 

Dates  and  locations: 

CLUSTER  I 
Districts 

Place 

Saturday,  September  22,  1 990 
Acadiana 

Baton  Rouge 

Wesley  Church 

CLUSTER  III 
Districts 

Place 

Saturday,  October  13,  1990 

New  Orleans 

North  Shore 

Dillard  University 

CLUSTER  II 
Districts 

Place 

Saturday,  October  27,  1990 

Alexandria 

Lake  Charles 

Monroe 

Shreveport 

Wilton  United  Methodist  Church 

Tlx-  United  Methodist 
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Beer  tax:  Back  it  and  more 


We  as  Christians  should  back  a 
proposed  hike  in  the  federal  “beer 
tax"  (see  UMR,  Aug.  31) — but  with 
one  vital  stipulation: 

Funds  generated  by  higher  taxes 
on  beer  sales  should  be  earmarked, 
at  least  in  part,  for  expanded  alcohol 
and  drug  treatment  efforts. 

Such  a  stipulation  makes  good 
sense  on  practical  and  moral  grounds. 

Practically,  lawmakers’  efforts  to 
gain  popular  support  for  raising  the 
tax  on  beer — currently  less  than  three 
cents  per  can — have  met  with  mas¬ 
sive  opposition  by  the  beer  industry. 

Unfortunately,  attempts  to  enlist 
organized  religion,  among  others, 
against  the  beer  lobby  have  ap¬ 
pealed  mostly  to  the  church’s  his¬ 
toric  opposition  to  "demon  rum.” 

Such  appeals,  however,  are  mis¬ 
leading  and  ultimately  self-defeat¬ 
ing.  The  primary  purpose  of  excise 
taxes — including  “sin  taxes”  on 
items  such  as  alcoholic  beverages 
and  cigarettes — is  not  to  deter  use 
of  the  products  being  taxed;  in  fact, 
experience  shows  that  such  taxes 
have  little  or  no  deterrent  effect. 

Rather,  the  purpose  of  excise  tax¬ 
es  is  to  raise  money  for  government 
coffers.  Christians,  therefore,  are 
misguided  to  beat  the  drum  for  a 
bigger  beer  tax  on  the  assumption 
that  such  a  tax  automatically  would 
advance  the  war  on  drugs.  It  won’t. 

By  contrast,  requiring  beer  tax 
revenues  to  be  targeted  for  helping 
victims  of  alcohol  and  drug  abuse 
would  be  such  an  advance.  As  such, 
it  likely  would  attract  widespread 
support  particularly  among  Chris¬ 
tians  actively  involved  in  the  anti¬ 


drug  campaign. 

Morally,  such  a  requirement 
would  meet  biblical  and  traditional 
tests  of  fairness  and  compassion. 

It  is  only  fair  that  those  who  pro¬ 
duce  and  consume  alcoholic  bever¬ 
ages  contribute  directly  toward 
dealing  with  problems  associated 
with  alcohol  use  and  abuse. 

And,  by  supplementing  existing 
treatment  efforts,  the  requirement 
would  be  an  expression  of  public 
compassion  for  countless  alcohol 
and  drug  victims,  particularly  those 
who  are  denied  treatment  because 
of  inadequate  public  funds. 

We  as  Christians  rightly  have  been 
challenged  by  church  leaders  to  com¬ 
bat  the  scourge  of  harmful  drugs  on 
many  fronts,  including  promoting  ab¬ 
stinence  and  providing  treatment. 

A  concrete  way  to  do  the  latter  is 
to  inform  our  legislators  in  both  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives  and 
Senate  that  we  support  an  increase 
in  the  beer  tax  with  the  stipulation 
that  it  includes  benefits  for  treating 
victims  of  alcohol  and  drug  abuse. 

We  should  make  our  views 
known  immediately.  Lawmakers 
are  considering  tax  measures  at  this 
very  time.  Our  letters,  telephone 
calls  and  telegrams  can  make  a 
faithful  witness  to  our  concern  for 
the  “least  of  these”  whose  lives  are 
ravaged  by  alcohol  and  drugs. 

Such  efforts  also  can  make  a  tan¬ 
gible  difference  in  how  our  lawmak¬ 
ers  shape  public  policy. 

Beer  lobbyists  know  that  to  be 
true  and  are  acting  accordingly.  Can 
we  who  are  called  to  “lobby”  in  the 
name  of  Christ  do  less? 


What  others 


“God  doesn’t  think  as  we  think. 
When  it  comes  to  missions,  the 
question  is  not,  ’Where  can  I  be  as¬ 
sured  of  my  highest  return?’  ”  Rath¬ 
er,  we  should  ask,  “Where  does 
God  want  me  to  give  ...  or  go?’  ’’ 

— Bernie  May,  U.S.  Division  Direc¬ 
tor,  Wydiffe  Bible  Translators. 

It  *  h 

“Prayer  is  believing  in  the  Lord 
of  the  impossible.  If  we  approach 


=are  saying 

prayer  assuming  nothing  will  hap¬ 
pen,  nothing  will.  For  prayer  to  be 
effective,  we  have  to  believe  that 
God  is  already  taking  action  in  our 
lives,  that  God  has  already  set  into 
motion  the  course  of  events  that 
will  work  for  the  ultimate  good  of 
those  who  love  the  Lord.” 

— The  Rev.  Martha  Cruz-Griffith, 
American  Baptist  pastor,  Port  Ches¬ 
ter,  N.Y. 
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South  Africa:  Changes  hard  to  believe 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


South  Africa  State  President  F.W.  de  Klerk  (left)  conferred  Sept.  7  with  a  delegation  from  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  including  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  (center),  head  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Kenya,  and  Bishop  M.  Stanley  Mogoba,  head  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Southern  Africa. 


I  didn't  intend  to  become  at¬ 
tached  to  South  Africa. 

-  ii  Its  racial  prob¬ 
lems  seemed  too 
much  like  those 
we’ve  lived 
through  in  the 
United  States  to 
be  assumed  in 
any  way  as  my 
Spurgeon  Dunnam  burden.  The  sit¬ 
uation  in  South  Africa  seemed  a 
relatively  simple  case  of  good  and 
evil,  and  I  want  nothing  to  do  with 
evil. 

I  had  reluctantly  accepted  an 
invitation  to  visit  South  Africa  in 
1985  as  racial  unrest  was  spread¬ 
ing  throughout  the  country  and 
being  brutally  repressed  by  the 
government.  Its  continuing 
spread  soon  led  the  government 
to  declare  an  even  harsher  “state 
of  emergency.” 

Yet  I  observed  that  apartheid 
was  so  camouflaged  that  the  ruling 
white  minority  did  not  have  to  see 
or  even  read  about  the  misery  of 
the  country’s  black  majority. 

Shift  occurred  for  me 

And  I  discovered  a  multiracial 
church  that  for  years  had  been 
opposing  South  Africa’s  legalized 
system  of  racial  discrimination. 
As  a  result,  South  Africa  shifted 
for  me  from  being  just  another 
cause  to  a  complicated,  multilay¬ 
ered  situation  involving  Chris¬ 
tian  brothers  and  sisters  of  all 
colors  who  need  the  support  of 
Christians  elsewhere. 

In  the  fall  of  1987  I  visited 
South  Africa  again  as  part  of  an 
international  delegation  from  the 
World  Methodist  Council.  Our 
mission  was  to  visit  with  South 
Africa’s  State  President  P.W.  Bo¬ 
tha  and  to  express  solidarity  with 
South  Africa’s  Methodists.  The 
latter  objective  was  successfully 
accomplished. 

The  visit  with  President  Botha, 
however,  was  iftuch  less  satisfy¬ 
ing.  Our  delegation  leader.  Bish¬ 
op  Lawi  Jmathiu  of  Kenya,  said 
the  conversation  with  Mr.  Botha 
was  “like  talking  to  a  stone.”  The 


state  president’s  responses  to  our 
appeals  for  lifting  the  state  of 
emergency,  releasing  Nelson 
Mandela  and  other  political  pris¬ 
oners,  abolishing  the  country’s 
apartheid  laws,  etc.  were  an¬ 
swered  “no,  no,  no,  no!” 

While  we  always  are  called  as 
Christians  to  be  people  of  hope, 
we  could  find  little  hope  in  that 
situation. 

Both  the  aspirations  and  frus¬ 
trations  of  South  Africa’s  black 
majority  were  growing.  Leaders 
of  the  white  minority  felt  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  fear  of  sharing 
power  with  the  black  majority. 
The  whites  seemed  to  possess  the 
raw  power  to  suppress  the  black 
majority  for  the  foreseeable  fu¬ 
ture,  suggesting  eventually  an  all- 
out  racial  war  in  South  Africa. 

A  surprising  turn  of  events 

What  a  difference  three  years 
and  a  change  of  leadership  can 
make,  even  in  South  Africa! 

The  new  state  president,  F.W. 
de  Klerk,  came  to  office  a  year  ago 
from  the  same  party  and  with  a 
reputation  for  being  at  least  as  un¬ 
yielding  as  Mr.  Botha. 

Instead  he  embarked  on  a  se¬ 
ries  of  reforms  that  has  infuriat¬ 
ed  many  in  his  own  party  and  set 
in  motion  unprecedented  gains 
for  the  nation’s  black  majority. 

Mr.  Mandela  and  many  other 
political  leaders  are  out  of  prison 
and  free  to  travel  and  organize 
support  for  their  views.  Most  of 
the  World  Methodist  delega¬ 


tion’s  requests  that  were  rejected 
in  1987  by  Mr.  Botha  have  been 
adopted  during  the  past  year  by 
Mr.  de  Klerk. 

A  second  World  Methodist 
Council  delegation  met  with 
President  de  Klerk  two  weeks 
ago  (see  UMR,  Sept.  7). 

We  discovered  an  altogether 
different  demeanor  from  that  of 
his  predecessor.  Mr.  de  Klerk  lis¬ 
tened  and  spoke  in  a  way  that  in¬ 
spires  confidence.  After  meeting 
with  him  we  understood  why 
Nelson  Mandela  has  expressed 
trust  for  Mr.  de  Klerk’s  sincerity 
and  integrity. 

When  doubts  were  registered 
about  the  depth  of  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  changes  Mr.  de  Klerk  re¬ 
sponded  emphatically:  “We  will 
make  mistakes  but  one  thing  you 
must  not  doubt:  We  are  looking 
for  a  solution  to  South  Africa’s 
future  that  will  stand  the  test  of 
the  Bible’s  standards  for  honesty 
and  justice.” 

The  reality  and  atmosphere  of 
change  in  South  Africa  also  are  ap¬ 
parent  in  the  news  media  and  as 
one  meets  people  on  the  street.  Al¬ 
though  it  is  hard  to  believe,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  South  Africa’s 
apartheid  system  really  is  being 
dismantled,  with  the  goal  of  a  non- 
racial  democracy  taking  its  place. 
It  is  wonderful  to  see  hope  on  the 
faces  of  people  who  have  -spent 
their  lives  feeling  hopeless. 

I  hope  the  World  Methodist 
Council  soon  will  have  occasion 
to  send  one  more  delegation  to 


South  Africa  to  celebrate  with 
Mr.  Mandela  and  Mr.  de  Klerk 
and  the  rest  of  South  Africa’s 
population  the  official  shift  from 
an  apartheid  system  to  a  “new 
South  Africa”  that  guarantees  ba¬ 
sic  rights  for  persons  of  all  colors. 

End  is  only  the  beginning 

At  the  same  time,  our  experi¬ 
ence  in  the  United  States  should 
warn  that  the  official  end  to  apart¬ 
heid  will  be  only  the  beginning  of 
a  long  process  for  redressing  cen¬ 
turies  of  racial  injustice  in  South 
Africa.  Long-standing  tribal  rival¬ 
ries  among  that  nation’s  black 
population  remain.  Economic  re¬ 
form  that  is  fair  to  all  will  be  per¬ 
haps  the  biggest  challenge. 

The  church’s  role  in  the  “new 
South  Africa”  will  be  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  the  role  it  has  played  in 
challenging  the  old  order.  The  fo¬ 
cus  of  that  involvement  necessar¬ 
ily  will  shift  from  seeking  justice 
for  those  who  are  oppressed  to 
promoting  reconciliation  be¬ 
tween  individuals  and  groups 
that  have  been  long  and  deeply 
estranged  from  one  another. 

Those  of  us  who  have  come  to 
care  deeply  about  the  people  of 
South  Africa  can  feel  hope  for 
the  progress  that  is  being  made. 
As  difficult  negotiations  and  re¬ 
forms  are  pursued,  we  need  to  re¬ 
mind  ourselves  and  others  that 
all  things  are  possible  with  God. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 

Mr.  Dunnam  is  editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


Tell  us  more  about  God's  transforming  power  over  sin 


Instead  of  so  many  articles  that 
try  to  justify  our  sins,  I  wish  there 
could  be  more  articles  about  people 
who  have  experienced  and  are  expe¬ 
riencing  God’s  transforming  power 
over  sin  in  their  lives. 

Lest  we  be  deceived  into  “easy 
believism,"  the  Apostle  Paul  has  a 
long  list  of  those  who  will  not  inher¬ 
it  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  I  Corin¬ 


thians  6:9-10.  He  states  that  this  is 
what  some  were.  But  they  were 
washed,  sanctified,  and  justified  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 

Jesus  couldn’t  help  anyone  who 
justified  his  sin.  He  came  to  call  the 
sinner  to  repentance.  I  have  found 
in  my  own  life  that  I  am  still  held 
captive  to  whatever  I  don’t  call  sin. 


Jesus  came  to  save  us  from  our  sins. 
“To  set  the  mind  on  the  flesh  is 
death,  but  to  set  the  mind  on  the 
Spirit  is  life  and  peace." 

Marjorie  Drickey 
Hanover,  Illinois 

'Stand'  was  right  on 

The  Aug.  10  “Here  1  Stand”  by 
Farrell  D.  Jenkins  was  right  on  tar¬ 


get.  If  the  mission  of  the  church  is 
to  "offer  Christ”  then  it  seems  only 
natural  that  the  culmination  of  our 
worship  should  be  “the  invitation 
to  Christian  discipleship.” 

We  need  to  fill  our  pulpits  with 
more  men  and  women  who  will 
preach  for  a  decision  on  Christ.  Our 
collective  hearts  should  be  breaking 


Here  I  — 

Should  UMs  be  in  retirement  home  business? 


By  HERBERT  D.  LOOMIS 

Should  United  Methodists  be  in 
the  retirement  home  business? 

By  the  year  2000  senior  citizens 
will  compose  over  40  percent  of  our 
population.  To  capitalize  on  this 
phenomenon  commercial  homes 
are  opening  every  week. 

Does  the  church  have  a  responsi¬ 
bility  in  this  field?  Should  we  be 
concerned  with  those  who  have  no 
family  to  look  after  them  in  old  age? 
Regardless  of  their  financial  state, 
should  people  who  have  spent  their 
life  in  a  church-oriented  society  ex¬ 
pect  care  in  their  golden  years? 

Before  health  costs  escalated  a 
person  of  modest  means  had  little 
fear  of  long-tain  illness.  People 
were  available  to  provide  home  care 
for  room  and  board. 

This  is  not  true  today  and  so  the 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through  which 

n  Reporter  readers  may 
express  their  opinions 
and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church. 
The  Rev.  Herbert  D. 
Loomis  live  in  Braden¬ 
ton,  Fla.,  and  is  a  re¬ 
tired  ministerial  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  North  Central  New  York  Annual 
Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for  con¬ 
sideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced  pages 
maximum  length)  to:  "Here  I  Stand,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal- 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. _ 

church  is  needed  to  provide  the  or¬ 
ganization  for  people  to  cooperate 
in  a  mutual  ministry  of  affordable 
health  care. 

Church  retirement  programs  can 
help  people  help  themselves  by  pro¬ 
viding  affordable  care  for  people 
with  modest  means  and  for  those 
who  have  too  much  for  welfare  and 


too  little  to  enter  a  first-class  com¬ 
mercial  facility. 

The  church  is  largely  a  society  of 
senior  citizens.  Our  friends  and 
loved  ones  are  entering  health  care 
facilities  daily.  These  homes  offer 
care  ranging  from  independent  liv¬ 
ing  to  skilled  nursing. 

During  50  years  in  the  active 
ministry,  I  recommended  our 
church  homes  to  people  who  lacked 
the  support  of  an  extended  family, 
and  not  one  of  them  was  disap¬ 
pointed.  They  looked  upon  these 
homes  as  the  crown  jewels  of  Meth¬ 
odism. 

Past  and  current  experience  con¬ 
vinces  me  that  our  church-related 
homes  offer  a  service  that  is  unique. 
As  a  non-profit  organization  the 
church  provides  premium  care  less 
expensively  than  others.  In  a  church 
home  there  is  a  common  respect,  if 


not  love,  for  religion,  music,  art  and 
education.  The  majority  of  resi¬ 
dents  directly  or  indirectly  have 
spent  their  lives  in  service  to  others. 

Most  homes  have  a  resident 
chaplain  offering  regular  worship 
and  Bible  study.  Age  does  not  alter 
life  styles  and  if  you  have  chosen  a 
Christian  community  in  your  active 
years,  the  church  offers  the  same 
option  at  sunset. 

The  difference  between  church 
homes  and  others  is  found  in  a  level 
of  respect  nourished  by  the  fifth 
commandment:  “Honor  your  father 
and  your  mother,  that  your  days 
may  be  long  in  the  land  the  Lord 
gives  you.” 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Cast  your  burden  on  the  Lord, 
and  he  will  sustain  you;  he  will  nev¬ 
er  permit  the  righteous  to  be 
moved.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Daniel  6:22) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  17 

Monday:  Psalms  19:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  19:7-14 
Wednesday:  Exodus  20: 1-20 
Thursday:  Matthew  18:21-22 
Friday:  Matthew  18:23-35 
Saturday:  Romans  14:1-4 
Sunday:  Romans  14:5-12 


for  not  reaching  out  to  the  “lost” 
world  in  which  we  live. 

Andy  Bender 
Cleveland,  Tennessee 


Address  letters  lor  publication  to 
" Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Your  Investment 
in  Mission 

THE 

UNITED 

METHODIST 

DEVELOPMENT 

FUND 

Helping  to 

Build  Churches 


Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Inv 

Rate* 

4  yr.  term 

$100 

9% 

1  yr.  term 

$100 

8.25% 

Flexible 

$100 

7% 

* Rates  subject  to  change. 


For  as  little  as  $100,  notes  may  be  purchased.  Available.«rrty 
to  United  Methodist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organiza¬ 
tions,  Boards  or  agencies.  Be  a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church 
into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your  own  personal 
investment  goals. 

The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to 
churches. 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing:  The  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  10115.  Tel.  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633  if  out-of-NY 
State. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 


watch 


BISHOP  FLEES  LIBERIA:  United 

Methodist  Bishop  Arthur  Kulah  of  Monrovia, 
Liberia,  has  escaped  safely  from  the  fighting  in 
his  homeland  to  the  neighboring  African  coun¬ 
try  of  Sierra  Leone.  Bishop  Thomas  Bangura  of 
Freetown,  Sierra  Leone,  notified  the  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  Harman,  chief  executive  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries’  World  Division,  of 
Bishop  Kulah’s  arrival  there  Sept.  2.  Bishop 
Kulah’s  wife  and  four  children  have  been  in  Si¬ 
erra  Leone  since  June  1 8.  His  whereabouts  had 
been  unknown  since  July,  although  it  was  wide¬ 
ly  believed  he  had  found  shelter  somewhere  in 
war-tom  Liberia.  The  brief  message  from  Bish¬ 
op  Bangura  did  not  say  how  the  bishop  escaped 
or  where  he  had  been  hiding. 

NEW  BIBLE  VERSION  'HOT': 

The  New  Revised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  with  an  official  publication  date  of  Sept.  30, 
is  a  hot  bookstore  item  and  is  in  its  third  print¬ 
ing,  according  to  the  Rev.  Arthur  Van  Eck,  asso¬ 
ciate  chief  executive  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches’  Division  of  Education  and  Ministry. 
The  version  was  produced  by  a  team  of  Bible 
scholars  working  since  1974,  using  ancient 
manuscripts  such  as  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  that 
were  not  available  when  the  Revised  Standard 
Version  was  produced.  United  Methodist-affili¬ 
ated  Cokesbury  Bookstores  has  ordered  a  third 
shipment  from  the  publishers. 

CWS  SETS  FUND  MARK:  Church 

World  Service’s  Education  and  Fundraising 
Program  received  a  record  $19.4  million  in  in¬ 
come  last  year — the  highest  total  in  the  agency’s 
44-year  history.  The  funds  were  raised  through 
a  variety  of  means,  including  CROP  Walks, 
which  grew  by  4.5  percent — 76  more  than  in 
1988 — and  drew  more  than  320,000  partici¬ 
pants.  The  Blanket  Appeal  also  set  a  new  record 
with  $2.34  million  in  contributions.  Church 
World  Service  is  the  relief,  development  and 
refugee  assistance  arm  of  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 
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'God  sent  angels  to  carry  them  through' 

UM  layman  credits  providence  for  survival  of  wife,  children  caught  by  Illinois  tornado 


bleeding,”  he  said.  “When  the  neighbors  found  her,  she 
just  kept  saying  ‘find  the  babies.’ 

“The  older  girl  started  crying,  and  a  man  picked  up  a 
huge  hunk  of  wall  and  there  were  the  babies.” 

The  older  child  had  four  stitches  and  numerous  cuts; 
the  Friedls’  daughter,  Danielle,  had  a  few  cuts  and  a  lump 
on  her  head. 

Sharon  Friedl  was  more  seriously  injured. 

“When  they  got  her  to  the  hospital,  her  blood  pressure 
was  50  over  40,”  Mr.  Friedl  said.  “They  stitched  her 
wounds,  gave  her  blood,  worked  on  her  for  three  hours. 
She  was  in  intensive  care  in  traction  for  her  leg.” 

While  Sharon  was  being  taken  to  the  hospital,  Ed  was 
trying  to  get  home. 

“I  got  as  far  as  the  village  hall  and  half  ran  and  half 
walked  through  town,”  he  said.  “I  came  by  the  church 
and  Rev.  (Kristin)  Larsen  hugged  me.  She  said,  ‘Your 
wife  and  children  are  safe  and  your  house  is  gone.’ 

“I  pictured  my  house  without  a  wall  or  with  the  roof 
off,”  Mr.  Friedl  said. 

“The  truth  was  that  the  carpet  tacks  on  the  first  floor 
were  the  highest  thing  in  my  house.  If  my  wife  had  been 
anywhere  on  the  first  floor  except  the  master  bedroom, 
the  second  floor  would  have  crushed  her.” 

As  Mr.  Friedl  prayed  for  his  wife’s  recovery,  he  said 
the  storm  has  affirmed  his  faith. 

“The  only  logical  answer  of  why  they  were  saved  is  that 
God  sent  angels  to  carry  them  through,”  he  said. 

“Looking  at  the  pile  of  rubble,  I  was  thinking  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble  where  it  says  do  not  store  up  treasures  on  earth.” 

Mr.  Friedl  plans  to  rebuild  the  house,  which  was  just 
two  years  old.  In  the  meantime  he  has  sifted  through  the 
rubble  looking  for  what  papers  he  can  salvage. 

"One  thing  I  found  was  the  Bible  I  got  for  confirma¬ 
tion,”  he  said.  He  found  the  words  of  John  3:16  particu¬ 
larly  comforting. 

The  church  has  responded  to  his  needs,  Mr.  Friedl 
said. 

“You  always  hear  that  the  church  is  not  the  building, 
it’s  the  people,”  he  said.  “The  ‘people  church’  came 
through,  and  now  the  institutional  church  is  kicking  into 
gear.”- 

Ironically,  the  disaster  provided  Mr.  Friedl  with  what 
he  believes  was  an  incredible  opportunity  to  testify  to 


PLAINFIELD,  III. — Norma  Kehrberg  (left),  head  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  surveys 
tornado  damage  with  the  help  of  the  Rev.  Christine 
Rogers  (right),  pastor  of  Sharon  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Plainfield.  UMCOR  has  established  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  No.  901725-0  for  relief  to  victims  in 
the  tornado-ravaged  area  southwest  of  Chicago. 
God’s  love.  His  picture  appeared  on  the  cover  of  a  Chica¬ 
go  newspaper  which  quoted  him  as  saying  that  God’s 
hand  saved  the  lives  of  his  wife  and  the  two  children. 

Ms.  Jones  is  editor  of  the  Northern  Illinois  conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 


PLAINFIELD,  III. — The  twisted  cross  and  torn  facade 
of  this  church  are  typical  of  the  widespread  damage 
caused  by  a  tornado  that  ripped  through  three  Illi¬ 
nois  towns. 


By  DANA  E.  |ONES 


PLAINFIELD,  Ill. — When  Ed  Friedl  phoned  his  wife, 
Sharon,  to  warn  her  that  a  bad  storm  was  on  its  way,  he 
never  imagined  what  would  happen  within  minutes  after 
he  hung  up. 

“We  had  terrible  hail  and  swirling  winds  and  I  was 
concerned,”  said  Mr.  Friedl,  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Plainfield. 

“My  wife  picked  up  our  28-day-old  daughter  [whom 
the  couple  had  adopted  only  a  few  days  earlier]  and  a  six- 
month-old  she  was  taking  care  of  and  took  them  to  the 
master  bedroom — the  only  one-story  part  of  the  house.” 

While  she  contemplated  what  to  do  next,  the  storm  hit, 
Mr.  Fried!  said. 

“Next  thing  she  knew,  she  was  outside  in  the  rubble 


Mexican  Methodists  seek  help  to  halt  Catholic  attacks  on 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

MEXICO  CITY — Increasing  acts 
of  violence  and  persecution  against 
Protestants  by  Mexican  Catholics 
have  led  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Mexico  to  ask  the  World  Methodist 
Council  for  help. 

Methodist  Bishop  Ulises  Hernan¬ 
dez  of  Mexico  City  told  the  Report¬ 
er,  “It  is  a  very  serious  situation.” 


Although  tensions  between  Cath¬ 
olics  and  Protestants  in  Mexico 
have  simmered  for  many  years,  he 
said,  Pope  John  Paul  II’s  visit  to 
Mexico  in  May  brought  the  situa¬ 
tion  to  the  boiling  point;  ”  1 

'Defend  against  sects' 

The  pope  gave  numerous  tele¬ 
vised  speeches  urging  the  populace 
to  "defend  the  continent  from  all 
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TLANCUALPICAN,  Mexico — The  strong  influence  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  on  the  culture  of  Mexico  is  shown  in  the  garb  of 
these  young  girls  dressed  for  their  first  communion. 


non-Catholics  or  ‘sects,’  ”  Bishop 
Hernandez  continued. 

Most  Mexican  Catholics  report¬ 
edly  believe  that  all  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations  are  “sects”  or  “cults.” 

The  Catholic  news  service  of 
Mexico  reported  that  much  of  the 
pope’s  trip  to  Mexico  was  “an  effort 
to  reconvert  the  growing  number  of 
Catholics  lost  to  Protestant  funda¬ 
mentalism  and  sects.” 

Making  his  strongest  appeal  in 
southern  Mexico,  where  Protestant¬ 
ism  is  strongest,  the  pope  urged 
Catholic  bishops  and  priests  “to 
end  their  timidness  and  indiffer¬ 
ence  in  combating  sects,”  the  news 
service  reported. 

The  pope  made  that  statement 
despite  the  fact  that  southern  Mexi¬ 
co  was  the  site  of  repeated  violent 
Catholic  attacks  on  Protestants  ear¬ 
lier  in  the  year. 

Protestants  killed 

“El  Norte,”  a  Mexican  newspaper, 
reported  20  Protestants  were  killed 
and  60  wounded  by  Catholics  in  the 
state  of  Oaxaca.  The  news  report 
blamed  Methodists  for  “provoking  a 
division  in  the  population.” 

In  the  Santiago  Atitlan  area,  20 
Protestants  reportedly  were  shoved 
out  of  town,  and  in  San  Antonio 
Monteverde,  40  Protestant  families 
fled  due  to  the  hostilities. 

“El  Norte”  also  reported  15,000 


Protestants  expelled  from  their  com¬ 
munity  in- Chiapas  by  Catholic 
groups  for  allegedly  “not  respecting 
the  religious  traditions  of  the  town.” 

One  violent  incident  occurred  in 
a  suburb  of  Mexico  City,  Methodist 
Bishop  Raul  Ruiz  said. 

He  said  a  group  of  Catholics  with 
sticks,  stones  and  guns  attacked  and 
beat  120  Presbyterians  and  Baptists 
attending  a  prayer  meeting. 

The  attack  was  provoked,  he  said, 
by  a  rumor  that  a  satanic  cult  was 
meeting.  Police  attempting  to  stop 
the  beatings  were  attacked  also. 

Methodists  were  not  involved, 
said  Bishop  Ruiz,  only  because  a 
Methodist  group  got  lost  on  the  way 
to  the  prayer  meeting  and  arrived 
late. 

Violence  is  escalating 

Since  the  pope’s  visit,  reports  of 
violent  acts  and  atrocities  in  rural 
communities  are  escalating  rapidly, 
the  Mexican  Methodist  bishops  say. 

Bishop  Ruiz  said  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico  has  filed  reports 
on  these  events  with  local  and  na¬ 
tional  authorities,  the  Red  Cross 
and  the  human  rights  division  of 
the  United  Nations  as  well  as  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 

Also  since  the  pope’s  visit,  Mexi¬ 
can  newspapers  carry  articles  at¬ 
tacking  the  “sects”  almost  daily,  he 
said. 


Aggravating  the  matter  further, 
Bishop  Ruiz  said,  is  the  fact  that  the 
papal  representative  to  Mexico,  the 
Most  Rev.  Girolamo  Prigione,  is  ag¬ 
gressively  pushing  for  closer  ties  be¬ 
tween  the  Catholic  church  and  the 
state.  This  is  despite  the  Mexican 
constitution  of  1857  that  estab¬ 
lished  freedom  of  religion. 

“He  is  doing  tremendous  harm  to 
the  ecumenical  movement  which 
the  Methodist  Church  has  always 
supported,”  Bishop  Ruiz  said. 

“Instead  of  fighting  among  Chris¬ 
tian  groups,  we  should  be  fighting  to¬ 
gether  against  common  problems.” 

Bishop  Hernandez  sees  little  pos- 
siblity  of  a  dialogue  between  Mexi¬ 
can  Methodists  and  Catholics  as  the 
situation  now  stands. 

“On  the  other  side,  some  Catho¬ 
lic  priests  are  ready  to  accept  a  new 
approach  and  a  new  relationship,” 
he  said.  “And  a  few  [Protestant] 
ministers  are  ready  for  a  new  rela¬ 
tionship.” 

The  Catholic-Protestant  rift  has 
not  gone  unnoticed  by  the  Mexican 
government.  A  new  government  di¬ 
vision,  the  Department  of  Worship 
and  Religious  Matters,  has  been 
created  to  help  alleviate  the  hostil¬ 
ities,  “El  Norte”  reported. 

World  council  to  help 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  World  Methodist  Coun- 


Protestants 

cil,  confirmed  that  an  appeal  for 
heip  has  been  received  from  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico. 

He  said  the  council  may  appeal 
through  its  contacts  at  the  Vatican, 
including  the  Vatican’s  secretary  of 
state  and  Secretariat  for  Promoting 
Christian  Unity. 

The  latter  is  the  body  responsible 
for  Roman  Catholic  participation 
in  world-level  dialogues  begun  25 
years  ago  between  Catholics  and 
Methodists. 

Dr.  Hale  said,  “This  situation  in 
Mexico  can  hurt  what  we  have  done 
in  the  dialogues." 

The  next  in  the  Methodist-Catholic 
dialogues  is  scheduled  for  April  1 99 1 
in  Paris.  A  report  from  that  dialogue 
will  go  to  the  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  in  Singapore  next  July. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Elias 
Galvan  (Phoenix  Area),  bom  in 
Mexico,  said  he  does  not  expect  the 
Mexican  problems  to  have  an  im¬ 
pact  on  Catholic/Protestant  rela¬ 
tions  in  the  United  States.  Nor  does 
he  expect  religious  persecution  of 
Protestants  to  occur  near  the  U.  S. 
border  with  Mexico. 

Bishop  Galvan  attended  the  1990 
Mexican  General  Conference  where 
the  Mexican  bishops  appealed  to 
him  to  present  their  situation  to  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops.  He  will  do  this  at  the  bishops’ 
meeting  in  November,  he  said. 


'Police  problem '  at  root  of  violence,  says  South  African  churchman 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 

Editor 

JOHANNESBURG,  South  Afri¬ 
ca — The  Rev.  Frank  Chikane,  gen- 
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eral  secretary  of  the  South  Africa 
Council  of  Churches,  is  a  key  actor 
in  efforts  to  usher  in  a  “new  South 
Africa.” 

Dr.  Chikane  says  he  is  convinced 
that  State  President  F.W.  de  Klerk 
honestly  intends  to  do  something 
about  the  situation. 

However,  the  churchman  believes 
that  the  president  has  been  protect¬ 
ed  from  much  reality  about  the 
plight  of  blacks. 

“But  trust  seems  to  be  growing, 
and  he  now  appears  to  be  taking  se¬ 
riously  what  we  tell  him  even  when 
we  tell  him  what  he  doesn’t  want  to 
hear,”  Dr.  Chikane  said  recently  to 
representatives  of  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  council  on  a  special  mission  to 
South  Africa  (see  UMR,  Sept.  7). 

Council  was  interim  leader 

Because  most  of  the  country’s  black 
political  leaders  were  imprisoned,  ex¬ 
iled  or  banned  from  speaking  publicly 
for  many  years,  the  South  Africa 
Council  of  Churches  under  Anglican 
Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  took  on  a 
special  interim  political  significance 
for  those  opposed  to  apartheid. 

Now,  with  the  politicians  free  to 
carry  out  their  tasks,  the  church 
council’s  role  has  shifted.  But  it  re¬ 
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mains  close  to  the  center  of  the  ac¬ 
tion  because  of  the  credibility  it  has 
developed. 

Much  of  Dr.  Chikane's  effort  is 
spent  trying  to  deal  with  “the  police 
problem”  in  black  townships.  Some 
South  African  state  police  have  been 
accused  of  not  dealing  evenhandedly 
with  different  tribal  or  racial  groups. 

“Apartheid  has  separated  people 
by  tribal  groups  and  assigned  them 
to  a  ‘homeland,’  thus  making  peo¬ 


ple  think  of  themselves  as  members 
of  a  tribal  group  rather  than  as  hu¬ 
man  beings  who  can  think  for  them¬ 
selves,”  Dr.  Chikane  said. 

'Homelands'  opposed 

Since  both  the  African  National 
Congress  and  the  South  Africa  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  have  opposed  the 
“homeland”  system  as  an  extension 
of  apartheid,  they  have  been  accused 
of  being  against  Zulu  Chief  Mango- 
suthu  Buthelezi  and  the  large  contin¬ 
gent  of  Zulus  who  accept  him  as  their 
leader.  Dr.  Chikane  said. 

“And  this  intensely  personal  feel¬ 
ing  of  loyalty  has  been  exploited  by 
those  who  do  not  want  a  change  in 
South  Africa’s  system,”  he  added. 

“As  long  as  members  of  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  security  forces  are  in¬ 
volved  in  stirring  up  tensions 
between  the  African  National  Con¬ 
gress  and  Inkatha  (Mr.  Buthelezi’s 
organization),  there’s  little  any  of 
us — even  Mr.  Mandela — can  do  to 
overcome  the  violence.  Hence  our 
appeal  to  State  President  de  Klerk." 

He  referred  to  the  council’s  re¬ 
cent  appeal  that  the  South  African 
government  investigate  alleged  po¬ 
lice  involvement  in  the  violence. 

Dr.  Chikane  said  he  believes  formal 


negotiations  for  a  new  South  African 
constitution  are  likely  to  begin  within 
a  few  months  and  to  extend  into 
1991,  although  no  one  has  set  a  for¬ 
mal  timetable. 

Agreements  needed  first 

“First  there  must  be  agreement 
on  the  mechanism  for  the  negotia¬ 
tions  and  on  the  nature  of  the  new 
society  we  seek,”  he  said. 

“Our  biggest  problem  will  be  the 
economic  one.  Unfortunately  many 
people  tend  to  look  at  this  problem  in 
European  terms,  such  as  capitalism 
versus  communism  or  nationalization 
versus  privatization  of  property. 

“The  key  issue  for  us,  however,  is 
better  expressed  in  terms  of  how  we 
are  to  deal  justly  with  those  who 
systematically  have  been  victims  of 
economic  deprivation  all  their  lives 
under  our  present  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic  system. 

"Many  have  yet  to  understand 
that  political  independence  will  not 
automatically  translate  into  eco¬ 
nomic  freedom." 

Asked  about  the  accusation  by 
some  that  the  South  African  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  is  the  religious  arm 
of  the  African  National  Congress, 
Dr.  Chikane  laughed. 

He  said  the  council  works  closely 


The  Rev.  Frank  Chikane,  shown 
shortly  after  his  release  from  a 
hospital  last  year,  says  he  be¬ 
lieves  South  African  State  Presi¬ 
dent  F.W.  de  Klerk  sincerely 
wants  to  end  apartheid, 
with  the  African  National  Congress 
but  said  he  doesn't  see  the  congress 
trying  to  draw  all  power  to  itself  in 
a  one-party  system  as  that  accusa¬ 
tion  would  imply. 

See  'Faithfully  Yours',  Page  2 
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OFFICIAL  ELECTED:  A  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  from  California  has  been  elected 
an  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Ministries. 

Donald  L.  Hayashi  of  Cas¬ 
tro  Valley,  Calif.,  succeeds 
C.  Leonard  Miller,  longtime 
agency  executive  who  died 
in  March.  Mr.  Hayashi,  an 
associate  director  of  the 
California-Nevada  Annual 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  is  expected 
to  join  the  agency  based  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  by 
mid-September. 

HUNGER  MINISTRY:  The  Society  of 

St.  Andrew,  a  United  Methodist-related  hunger 
ministry  best  known  for  its  “Potato  Project" 
produce  salvage  efforts,  recently  dedicated  a 
new  administration  building  in  Big  Island,  Va. 
Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  R.  Kem 
Eustler  led  the  dedication  service.  Society  man¬ 
ager  David  Home  said  the  new  building  would 
ease  staff  cramping  that  had  hampered  the  orga¬ 
nization’s  efficiency.  Until  now,  all  of  the  soci¬ 
ety’s  programs,  including  the  “Potato  Project,” 
had  been  operating  from  a  900-square-foot  con¬ 
verted  sheep  shed. 

PREACHING  SEARCH:  The  United 

Methodist-related  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver  is  searching  for  a  person  to  fill  a  newly 
designated  Ralph  E.  and  Norma  E.  Peck  Chair 
in  Preaching  and  Communication.  The  Peck  en¬ 
dowment  was  given  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
providing  “a  focus  and  instruction  in  the  art  of 
public  speaking,  sermon  preparation  and  pre¬ 
sentation  as  an  effective  means  of  communicat¬ 
ing  the  Christian  message.” 


Donald  Hayashi 


RURAL  AT  HEART:  "The  rural  church 
is  the  heart  of  Christianity  and  (the  place)  where 
people  know  who  they  are  and  Whose  they  are.” 
So  said  the  Rev.  William  F.  Appleby  of  Jackson, 
Miss.,  immediate  past  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Rural  Fellowship,  during  its  recent 
jubilee  in  Louisville,  Ky.  However,  Mr.  Ap¬ 
pleby  told  the  gathering,  few  seminaries  are 
training  pastors  for  rural  ministry,  despite  fel¬ 
lowship  statistics  indicating  that  more  than  68 
percent  of  United  Methodist  churches  have  few¬ 
er  than  200  members  and  about  88  percent  are 
located  in  areas  with  populations  lower  than 
50,000.  .  vril 


HISPANIC  MINISTRIES:  United 

Methodist-related  Garrett-Evangelical  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.  has  announced 
appointment  of  the  Rev. 

Juan  Feliciano  as  director 
of  the  new  Center  for  His¬ 
panic  Ministries.  Dr.  Feli¬ 
ciano  holds  bachelor’s  and 
master’s  degrees  from  the 
University  of  Puerto  Rico 
and  a  doctorate  in  educa¬ 
tion  from  Harvard  Univer¬ 
sity.  The  center’s  goals 
include  developing  ordained  and  consecrated  pro¬ 
fessional  leadership,  educating  laity,  clergy  and 
diaconal  ministers,  promoting  Hispanic  aware¬ 
ness,  recruiting  Hispanic  students  and  developing 
Hispanic-oriented  courses  and  workshops. 


|uan  Feliciano 


TELEVISION  CHALLENGES:  Be¬ 
cause  television  “has  changed  people’s  expecta¬ 
tions  about  communication,”  pastors  must  fill 
their  sermons  with  stories  that  draw  powerful 
word  pictures,  said  the  Rev.  Lyle  Schaller,  a 
leading  church-growth  consultant,  recently  to 
65  United  Methodist  pastors.  The  pastors  were 
participants  in  the  third  Academy  for  Preach¬ 
ing,  sponsored  by  the  church’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  “The  Gospel  hasn’t  changed— just 
the  vessel  in  which  it  is  presented,”  said  Dr. 
Schaller.  He  is  an  adjunct  professor  at  United 
Methodist-related  Duke  University  and  director 
of  The  Center  for  Parish  Development  in  Na- 
perville,  III. 


YOUTH  CURRICULUM:  a  few 

weeks  after  a  major  interdenominational  study 
identified  the  faith  of  today's  youth  as  "unde¬ 
veloped,”  the  curriculum  planning  group  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  has  announced  plans 
for  a  new  study  unit  and  the  search  for  a  new 
editor  for  youth  curriculum.  The  Rev.  Duane 
Ewers,  editor  of  Church  School  Publications, 
said  a  new  unit  to  deal  exclusively  with  youth 
materials  will  attempt  to  address  home-centered 
discussions  of  faith  and  "at-risk”  behavior  of 
youth,  including  alcohol  and  drug  use,  depres¬ 
sion,  suicidal  thoughts,  binge  drinking,  sexual 
intercourse,  theft,  aggression,  or  trouble  at 
school. 


CANDLER  DEAN  RESIGNS:  The 

Rev.  James  L.  Waits  has  resigned  as  dean  of 
United  Methodist-related  Candler  School  of 
Theology  at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta.  His 
resignation  is  effective  at  the  close  of  the  1990- 
91  academic  year.  Dr.  Waits  will  continue  as 
the  Asa  Griggs  Candler  professor  of  divinity. 
He  has  served  as  dean  since  1978.  During  his 
tenure  Candler  attracted  the  Mission  Resource 
Center  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  and  the  World  Methodist  Evangelism  In¬ 
stitute.  He  is  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  and 
of  the  planning  committee  for  Africa  Universi¬ 
ty,  scheduled  to  begin  construction  next  year 
near  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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U.S.  ARMY  PHOTO 

GUARD  POST  OUELLETTE,  South  Korea — Captain  Joe  Miller  (above)  baptized  Army  Specialist 
Hyun  Seung  Yang  12  years  ago.  This  year,  Mr.  Yang  (below),  now  a  United  Methodist  minister 
in  Los  Angeles,  blessed  Lt.  Col.  Miller  at  the  same  site. 


Chaplain  reunited  with 
UM  minister  he  baptized 


From  the  U.S.  Army 

CAMP  CASEY,  South  Ko¬ 
rea — A  wise  old  soldier  once 
said:  “Never  truly  say  goodbye  to 
your  Army  buddies.  If  you  both 
stay  in  long  enough,  you’ll  run  in 
to  each  other  again.” 

Although  not  many  people  be¬ 
lieve  this  saying,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  chaplain,  Lt.  Col.  Joe 
Miller,  and  the  Rev.  Hyun  Seung 
Yang  are  living  testaments  to  it. 

In  the  spring  of  1?78,  Mr. 
Miller,  then  a  captain,  baptized 
Mr.  Yang,  then  an  Army  specialist, 
with  water  from  his  canteen  cup. 
The  ceremony  took  place  just  30 
meters  from  the  demarcation  line 
that  separates  the  two  Koreas. 

“I  wanted  to  be  baptized  at 
Camp  Bonifas,  the  closest  chapel 
to  my  brothers  and  sisters  of 
North  Korea,”  said  Mr.  Yang.  “I 
believe  that  they  are  my  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ.” 

Mr.  Miller,  a  chaplain  with  the 
U.S.  Army’s  2nd  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion,  said  he  understood  that 
ffteljng.  He  replied,  “If  you  want 
to  be  close,  I  have  a  better  idea! 


Go  and  check  out  a  weapon  and 
your  DMZ  (Demilitarized  Zone) 
equipment.” 

Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Yang  trav¬ 
eled  to  Guard  Post  Ouellette 
where  the  baptism  took  place. 

Mr.  Yang  is  now  pastor  of  the 
Yet  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Los  Angeles,  which  he  founded. 

He  and  Mr.  Miller  hadn’t  seen 
each  other  for  12  years. 

"I  tried  many  times  to  reach 
Joe,  but  I  couldn’t  find  him," 
said  Mr.  Yang.  “Finally,  the 
United  Methodist  Division  of 
Chaplains  (of  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try]  found  him  for  me.” 

While  meeting  with  Mr.  Miller 
at  Camp  Casey,  Mr.  Yang  ad¬ 
dressed  two  congregations,  one  in 
Hangul  and  the  other  in  English. 

“1  did  not  want  to  miss  this 
chance,"  Mr.  Yang  said.  “God 
meant  for  it  to  happen.” 

To  Mr.  Miller,  the  meeting  had 
a  slightly  different  meaning. 

“It’s  a  confirmation— a  confir- 
mation'of  God’s  call  on  my  life 
,tp  ministry,”  Mr.  Miller  said. 

"The  seed  of  spiritual  commit¬ 


ment  that  he  (Mr.  Yang)  planted 
has  blossomed  in  his  entire  fam¬ 
ily — from  his  father  and  mother 
to  the  youngest  child." 

While  at  the  spot  where  the 
baptism  took  place,  Mr.  Yang 
blessed  Mr.  Miller  in  Hangul  and 
gave  thanksgiving  to  God. 

"It  was  a  special  moment  to 
kneel  where  he  had  knelt  and  re¬ 
ceive  a  blessing  from  a  pastor 
whose  spiritual  pilgrimage  1  helped 
initiate,”  said  Mr.  Miller.  "I  was  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  deep  spiritual  com¬ 
mitment  of  my  friend  and  brother.” 


Love  breaks  silence  ? 

Australian  mime  speaks  gratefully  : 
of  youths'  response  after  theft 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

OAXTEPEC,  Mexico— This 
story  is  about  the  mime  who  spoke. 

A  mime,  you  know,  never 
speaks.  He  or  she  communicates 
with  hands,  body  or  sounds  but 
not  through  speech. 

The  speech  of  others  reflected 
the  art  of  the  mime  who  came  to 
the  recent  International  Christian 
Youth  Conference  in  Oaxtepec. 
When  the  audience  was  screaming 
with  laughter,  you  could  be  certain 
that  Dennis  Clare  was  on  stage. 

Mr.  Clare,  a  professional  mime 
from  Australia,  performed  his 
antics  every  day  for  the  confer¬ 
ence,  sponsored  by  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

The  mime  came  at  his  own  ex¬ 
pense  and  charged  nothing  for 
his  services.  His  performances 
proved  to  be  very  effective  enter¬ 
tainment  for  youths  of  37  coun¬ 
tries  who  spoke  many  languages. 

Seemingly  out  of  thin  air,  he 
created  all  sorts  of  things — a  gift 
shop,  an  orchestra  or  a  man 
swimming  away  from  an  attack¬ 
ing  shark — just  by  the  way  he 
moved  his  hands  or  by  the  ex¬ 
pression  on  his  face. 

Mr.  Clare,  who  had  spent  13 
years  developing  his  acts  and 
carefully  collecting  his  costumes 
and  props,  quickly  became  a  con¬ 
ference  favorite. 

Then  one  day,  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  to  the  group  that  the 
suitcase  containing  Mr.  Clare’s 
costumes  and  props  was  gone. 
Someone  had  taken  it. 

Sounds  of  dismay  rippled 
through  the  crowd. 

When  Mr.  Clare  walked  onto 
the  stage  in  his  street  clothes  and 
approached  the  microphone,  a 
hush  fell  over  the  audience. 

“This  is  a  time  of  grief  for 
me,”  he  said.  “But  I  have  learned 
something  today.  Quite  often  we 
see  the  gifts  of  God  as  the  exter¬ 
nal  things.  But  the  most  powerful 
gifts  are  the  internal  ones.  In 


RErORTER  STAFF  PHOTO 
BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAV 

OAXTEPEC,  Mexico — Prior  to 
the  theft  of  his  gear,  mime  Den¬ 
nis  Clare  performs  in  costume 
with  props  for  the  International 
Christian  Youth  Conference. 


hard  and  harsh  situations,  the 
best  gift  we  have  is  to  love." 

Then  he  walked  to  the  center  of  ' 
the  stage  and  clearly  demonstrat¬ 
ed  by  his  performance  that  his  1 
gifts  didn’t  depend  on  costumes,' 
props  or  any  external  device. 

When  he  left  the  stage,  the  au-  . 
dience  erupted  into  thunderous, 
applause. 

Although  a  search  party  was : 
organized,  Mr.  Clare’s  suitcase  : 
was  never  recovered.  The  Mexi¬ 
can  delegation  presented  him 
with  gifts  and  donations.  He  re- : 
ceived  a  large  envelope  bulging 
with  cash  donations  from  the  en-  ■ 
tire  assembly. 

Visibly  moved,  Mr.  Clare  later  ■ 
said  he  would  never  forget  the : 
conference. 

“Not  because  of  the  theft,"  said 
the  mime,  “but  because  of  the  love 
I  have  experienced  from  these 
people  who  came  from  so  many 
different  parts  of  the  world.” 


Navajo  attorney  gives 
of  herself  to  tribe,  UMC 


By  MARILYN  PATE 

Claudeen  Bates  Arthur  said 
she  "didn't  know  where  to  sit 
on  the  bus!” 

The  civil  rights  movement 
was  just  beginning  during  her 
freshman  year  at  Baylor  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Waco,  Texas. 

But  Ms.  Arthur  wasn’t 
white  and  she  wasn’t  black. 
She  was  a  young  Navajo  girl 
away  from  her  two  homes — 
her  parents’  home  and  her 
boarding  school  home  at  the 
Methodist  Mission  School  in 
Farmington,  N.M. 

Many  former  students  of 
these  schools  remember  them 
with  bitterness  and  anger,  Ms. 
Arthur  noted. 

“There  was  no  attempt  to 
acknowledge  the  children’s 
background,  heritage,  customs 
or  language,”  she  said.  “But 
by  the  time  I  was  in  high 
school  the  systems  were 
changing.” 

According  to  Ms.  Arthur, 
the  influence  of  her  mother 
and  father  turned  her  mission- 
school  years  into  a  positive  ex¬ 
perience  which  has  allowed 
her  to  go  on  to  be  of  service  to 
The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  Native  American 
groups. 

While  recuperating  from 
the  birth  of  her  third  child  and 
deciding  whether  to  continue 


as  a  low-paid  teacher  she 
heard  of  a  special  six-weeks’ 
program  at  the  University  of 
New  Mexico  law  school. 

“It  came  out  of  the  clear 
blue  sky — as  if  the  Lord  was 
taking  a  hand  in  my  life,”  she 
said. 

The  sessions  were  aimed  at 
Native  Americans  to  acquaint 
them  with  the  need  for  attor¬ 
neys  to  help  their  people. 

Several  years  later,  after 
surviving  a  divorce,  a  fire  that 
destroyed  her  belongings,  and 
illness,  she  was  hired  by  the 
White  Mountain  Apache  at 
Whiteriver,  Ariz. 

She  moved  to  the  Showlow 
area,  where  she  became  an  ac¬ 
tive  laywoman  in  the  White 
Mountain  United  Methodist 
Church. 

She  has  been  chief  legal 
counsel  to  the  tribal  councils 
of  the  Navajo  and  White 
Mountain  Apache.  She  was  re¬ 
cently  appointed  to  the  Arizo¬ 
na  State  Board  of  Education 
by  Gov.  Rose  MofTord. 

What  next? 

“I  will  continue  to  work  for 
Indian  concerns,  whether  on  a 
reservation  or  off,”  Ms.  Ar¬ 
thur  said. 

Ms.  Pate  writes  for  the  De¬ 
sert-Southwest  conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter,  in  which 
this  story  first  appeared. 


SHOWLOW,  Ariz. — Laywoman  Claudeen  Bates  Arthur 
(right)  talks  with  some  members  of  the  youth  confirma¬ 
tion  class  at  White  Mountain  United  Methodist  Church. 


CLASSIFIED 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministry 
First  UMC,  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX 
75201,  (214)  220-2727.  Send  resumes  to:  Karen 
Spencer  by  October  1. 

DIRECTOR  COMMUNITY/ECONOMIC  De¬ 
velopment,  Henderson  Settlement,  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference,  United  Methodist 
Church,  Frakes,  Kentucky.  Contact:  Charles  H. 

USED  CHOIR  ROBES-  ADULT,  YOUTH,  and 

children's  sizes.  Very  good  condition,  very  rea¬ 
sonable.  Contact:  Music  Department,  FiJMC, 
Arlington,  TX  (817)  274-2571.  ! 

FOOD  FOR  THE  POOR,  is  a  non-profit  interde¬ 

nominational  charitable  organization,  which  as¬ 
sists  the  poor  of  the  Third  World.  Our  ministry  is 
forging  a  link  between  the  Christians  of  the  First 
World  and  those  of  the  Third  World.  We  are  in 
need  of  a  Methodist  minister  to  preach  in  preas¬ 
signed  churches,  on  behalf  of  the  Third  World 
poor.  This  is  a  full-time  position,  with  annual  sti¬ 
pend  and  complete  travel  expenses.  Reply  to:  Mi¬ 
chael  Hickey,  Food  for  the  Poor,  1301  W.  Copans 
Road,  Pompano  Beach,  FL  33064. 

October  1,  1990.  Resume  required. 

A  69  PAGE  STEWARDSHIP  CRUSADF.  Manual 
based  on  faith  in  God  and  His  people,  promoting 
spiritual  growth  as  well  as  underwriting  your  1991 
budget,  is  now  available  for  $10  per  copy,  contact: 

Dr.  Harold  Fagan,  391 3  Polk  Lane,  Deer  Park,  TX 
77536.  Phone:(713)476-4501.  I 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  pojilion 

available.  Downtown  congregation  of  1,700  seeks 
creative  youth  director.  Responsibilities  include: 
Sunday,  weekday  program;  development  of  lay 
leadership;  some  work  with  college  age  group; 
partnership  in  strong  program  staff.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable  dependent  on  experience, 
Contact:  Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield,  Trinity-First 
United  Methodist  Church,  810  N.  Oregon,  El 
Paso.  TX  79902.  Telephone:  (915)  533-2674. 

STAIRWAY  ELEVATOR  SUITABLE  for  home, 
church  or  public  building.  Like  new.  Mrs.  C.A. 
Cash (806) 374-3238. 

ADVENT  DEVOTIONAL  BOOKLET.  ’  0  the  *. 

Wonder  of  It  All!"  Scripture,  hymn,  meditation  • 
for  each  day  of  Advent.  Updated,  can  be  used  ev- 
cry  year.  By  Ruth  and  Rev.  Paul  G.  Bassett,  in  , 
parish  ministry  35  +  years.  $1.95  plus  704  post-  « 
age.  (Minnesota  residents  add  124  tax.)  Dis-  ! 
counts,  five  or  more  booklets.  Nancy  Designs,  • 
424  E.  6th,  Blue  Earth.  MN  56013.  | 

700-MEMBER  CHURCH  WITH  ACTIVE  youlh 

ministry  seeks  Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  Re¬ 
sumes  to:  Joseph  Bullington.  Jr.,  Covenant  UMC, 
2606  W.  Main,  Dothan.  AL  36301. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  BEING  sought 

for  1,200-member  suburban  church.  This  is  a 
newly  created,  part-time  position.  Resumes:  401 
Present  St.,  Missouri  City,  TX  77489. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  for  a  grow- 

ing  2000-member  church  in  St.  Petersburg,  Flori¬ 
da.  Experience  preferred  with  a  college  degree. 
Salary  negotiable.  Please  send  resume  to:  P.O. 
Box  1 1 38,  St.  Petersburg,  FL  3373 1 . 

DIRECTOR  OF  GROUP  MINISTRY.  Grace 

United  Methodist  Church  seeking  dynamic,  ener¬ 
getic  person  to  develop  active  involvement  of  se¬ 
nior  nigh’s  and  adults.  Person  will  identify,  re¬ 
cruit  and  train  leaders  for  group  ministries  in 
1200-member  congregation.  Salary:  low  to  mid- 
$20's.  Experience,  with  bachelor  s  degree  pre¬ 
ferred.  Resumes  within  two  weeks.  Attention: 
Rev.  David  L.  Nelson,  P.O.  Box  2597,  Sioux 
City,  IA  51106. 

HELP  EAST  GERMAN  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church  finish  youth  camp  near  Neuruppin  Ger-  » 
many.  For  contributions  of  your  choosing  (which 
goes  100%),  plus  a  $  1 .00  handling  fee  to  cover  re¬ 
turn  postage,  you  will  receive  a  piece  of  the  Berlin 
wall.  Contributions  to:  Silver  Palm  UM  Men, 
15855  S.W.  248  St.,  Homestead.  FL  33031, 
Questions  call  Wilma  (305)  248-4849. 

GROWING  CHURCH  IN  DENVER  AREA 

needs  part-time  Youth  Director  for  exciting 
youth  program.  Position  available  immediately. 
Experience  in  youth  ministry  preferred.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Parker  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  1287,  Parker,  CO  80134.  Salary  and  benefits 
package  competitive. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 
Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 
week,  $525  four  weeks,  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 

1 1 38,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507. 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  WORKER  WANTED, 

salary  negotiable,  housing  a  possibility.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Charles  Phillippe,  Ruskin  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  P.O.  Box  745,  Ruskin,  FL  33570. 

OPEN  DOOR  COMMUNITY  HOUSE  a  United 

Methodist  Mission  Agency,  seeks  applicants  for 
the  position  of  Executive  Director.  Position  will 
be  responsible  for  planning,  implementing  and 
directing  programs  and  administration  for  com¬ 
munity  center.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
with  references  to:  Search  Committee,  Open 
Door  Community  House,  P.O.  Box  12008,  Co- 
lumbus,  GA  31907. 

PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organist 

needed  for  Florida  Keys  church.  Coordinate  mu- 
sic  program,  direct  adult  choir,  play  organ.  Bur¬ 
ton  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O, 
Box  246,  Tavenier,  FL  33070.  (305)  852-258 1 

BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS!  New  and 
used —  Champion.  Call:  American  TransCoach 
today.  (817) 458-4844. 

FULL-TIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  1,700- 

member  church.  Active  music  programs.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience  and  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Send  resume  to:  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church,  400  East  Field  Avenue,  Venice,  FL 
34285. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church. 

Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  hours  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per¬ 
sons  available  Free  service.  Church  Musicians' 
National  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  Box  36, 
Huntington,  WV  25706-0036. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  FULL-TIME.  All  age  level 

choirs  and  handbells.  Experience  required.  Send 
resume  and  references  to:  Dr.  Jim  Pickens.  First 
UMC.  P.O.  Box  395,  Dumas,  TX  79029. 

CAMP  DIRECTOR  NEEDED.  FULL-TIME, 

year-round  camp  in  mountains  of  Southern 
New  Mexico.  Send  resumes  to:  Sacramento 
Methodist  Assembly,  P.O.  Box  188,  Sacramen¬ 
to,  NM  88347,  for  additional  information  call 
(505)687-3414. 

PART-TIME  ORGANIST  for  1,700-member 

church.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience 
and  qualifications.  Send  resume  to:  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church,  400  East  Field  Avenue,  Ven¬ 
ice,  FL  34285, 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  slitcheries. 
Make  items  for  church,  home,  bazaar,  gifts,  Cata¬ 
log  $  1 .00  (refundable  with  first  order).  Nancy  De¬ 
signs,  424R  East  Sixth,  Blue  Earth,  MN  56013. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 

Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr,  Ken  Jones, 
pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m. 
(504)488-0856,  1 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FULL  PROGRAM.  Aver¬ 

age  worship-  1,000,  salary  above  $30,000  plus 
benefits.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Box 
809,  Ft.  Myers.  FL  33902.  (8 1 3)  332- 1 1 52. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  with 

emphasis  in  children’9  ministries.  The  position  is 
open  January  1,  1991.  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  567, 
Oak  Ridge.  TN  37831-0567.  Send  resume  to: 
John  Ripley.  Job  description  mailed  on  request. 
Salary  negotiable. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu-  ■ 

mutations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet, 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  nego¬ 
tiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 

Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358.  j 

MINISTER,  DIRECTOR.  YOUTH/COLLEGE 
Age,  growing  2500-member  church,  Chicago  sub- 
urb.  Youth  ministry  experience,  commitment. 
Current  strong  program.  Resume/references: 
Grace  UMC,  300  E.  Gartner,  Naperville,  IL 
60540.(708)  355-1748 

POST-SINGAPORE  WORLD  METHODIST 

Council  meeting  China  study  tour,  August  1-13, 
1991.  Hong  Kong/Shanghai/Nanjing/Beijing/ 
Xian/Hong  Kong.  Inclusive  price,  $1,750.  Partic- 
ipants  would  coordinate  own  pre/post  lour  travel. 
Led  by  Rev.  Ewing  W,  Carroll,  Jr,,  Director  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  China  Program.  Interested  persons 
call:  (212)  870-3687  or  write:  475  RSD,  Rm. 
1537,  New  York,  NY  10115.  Only  twelve  places 
left. 

COUNTED  CROSS  STITCH  CHARTS,  kits.  J 

fabrics.  Stoles,  paraments,  etc.  Brochure/fabric  » 
swatches  $3.00  (refundable).  Color  slides  avail¬ 
able  for  meetings.  A  A  L  Designs,  201  E.  Tabor  . 
Rd.,  Philadelphia,  PA  1 9 1 20.  (21 5)  329-732 1 

POSITIONS  OPEN  IN  700-MEMBER  Central 

Illinois  church  committed  to  growth:  1)  Director 
of  Program  Ministries.  Full-time.  Responsible  for 
youth,  Christian  education  und  family  ministries. 
Real  commitment  to  youth  a  must.  College/ad- 
vanced  degree  and  experience  preferred.  Salary 
negotiable  plus  benefits.  2)  Director  of  Music. 
Half-time.  Responsible  for  direction  of  adult, 
youth,  children  s  and  handbell  choirs,  develop¬ 
ment  of  others  as  needed.  Salary  negotiable.  De¬ 
gree/experience  preferred.  Application  deadline 
November  1.  For  complete  written  job  descrip- 
tion  and  application  contact:  Dwight  United 
Methodist  Church,  701  S.  Columbia,  P.O.  Box 
40,  Dwight,  IL  60420.  Phone:  (815)  584-3420. 

WE  BOOK  YOUR  SKI  TRIP.  WHITE  WATER 
rafting  or  retreat.  You  save  time  and  $$.  Call:  Ski 
Promotion  &  Mktg.  now!  If  30  +  go,  you  ski  free! 
(806)  353-5415. 

UNIQUE  TRAVEL-  CHINA,  HONG  KONG, 

Philippines,  January  3-20,  1991,  $2,300;  China, 
Hong  Kong,  January  3-12,  1991,  $1,700.  Combi¬ 
nation  service,  education/tour.  Ecumenical  Ven¬ 
tures,  5062  W.  Jackson,  Chicago,  IL  60644.  (312) 
626-4997. 

FREE  BOOK  AND  INFORMATION  on  Family  . 
Ministries.  Write  or  call:  Dr  Jacobson,  Family 
Education,  9330  W.  Escuda  Dr.  Peoria.  A/. 
85382.  Call:  (602)  566-1 794 

“CLASSIC  FURNITURE  WORKS  ’—  strip¬ 

ping,  repair  and  refinish  service  for  pews,  furni¬ 
ture,  etc.  Quality  work,  reasonable  cost.  10777 
Turbeville  Rd.  #120,  Dallas,  TX  75243.  (214) 
341-1619. 

IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  with  the  United 

Methodist  insigne.  The  standard  6  foot  cross  is  a 

2  inch  square  aluminum  in  black,  silver,  gold,  or 
bronze.  The  flame  is  fire-red  textured  polyure¬ 
thane  paint  on  Mi  inch  alumjnum.  Custom  sizes 
available.  Mounting  brackets  included,  Inquire: 
Cross  and  Flame  Insigne,  5208  Piedmont  Drive, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405  or  call  (707)  538-5325. 

COMF  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO 
Rockies:  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work 
camps,  family  reunions,  etc.  Program  mi  ng/rc- 
source  staffand  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference,  do  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38, 
Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038, 

MANUSCRIPTS  WANTED,  NEW  YORK  pub¬ 

lishing  company  will  publish  your  book  if  you 
guarantee  200  advance  orders  of  your  books. 
Welstar  Publications.  (212)  928-7528. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH  • 

ATTENTION  PASTORS.  II  YOU  HAVE  TV/ 

radio  show  with  proven  large  audience,  NYC 
company  will  write  and/or  publish  your  book 
free!  Wclstar  Publications:  (212)  928-7528. 

SILENT  SIGNAL  OF  FAITH.  A  tastefully  em¬ 

broidered  Christian  Fish  placed  discreetly  on 
men's  tics,  ladies  scarves,  golf  shirts  and  sweaters. 
These  products  come  in  beautiful  colors/designs, 
Ties:  blue,  red,  berry,  black;  designed  in  prints, 
paisley,  stripes;  scarves:  red.  navy,  white,  pink, 
black,  green,  raspberry.  Golf  shirts,  sweaters: 
white,  navy,  green,  blue,  yellow,  block,  pink, 
brown.  Mail  order  to:  Profile  of  Distinction,  7527 
Somerset  Bay,  Suite  C,  Dept.  M,  Indianapolis.  IN 
46240.  Ties  $20;  scarves  $18;  golf  shirts  $18; 
sweaters  $25.  Add  $1.50  per  item  for  SAH.  Slate 
size  (S/M/L/ExL),  color  and  design  preferred. 

Ministries.  Full  or  part-time;  salary  negotiable. 
Contact:  Rev,  Richard  Hebert,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  DeRidder,  LA  70634.  (318) 
463-4491,463-8915. 

LARGE  METROPOLITAN  UNITED  Methodist 

Church  near  Milwaukee  seeks  Director  of  Youth, 
Singles  and  Family  Ministries.  Bachelor’s  degree 
required;  seminary  degree  desirable,  Mature,  ex¬ 
perienced.  Programs  in  place.  Exceptionally 
strong  youth  program  For  application  form, 
write  Frank  Gaylord,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  121  Wisconsin  Avenue,  Waukesha,  Wl 
53186. 

WANTED.  PART-TIME  DIRECTOR.  Congre¬ 

gational  Caring.  Must  have  professional  skills  in 
pastoral  listening/caring  and  proven  ability  to  or¬ 
ganize,  teach,  and  supervise  program  of  laity-con- 
ducted  pastoral  visitation.  Send  resume  to: 
Search  Committee,  Satellite  Beach  UMC,  450 

Lee  Avenue,  Satellite  Beach,  FL  32937.  Phone: 
(407)777-0116.  i 

SEPTEMBER  14,  1990 


Faith  dimensions 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Galveston  couple  pass  1 5,000  mark 
in  breakfasts  cooked  for  street  people 


Saturday,  July  21,  was  the  fifth 
anniversary  of  A1  and  Gertrude 
Sanders’  cooking  and,  with  their 
faithful  helpers,  serving  the  street 
people  of  Galveston,  Texas. 

On  that  Saturday  they  passed  the 
15,000  mark,  reaching  15,071  peo¬ 
ple  served  in  the  five-year  period  by 
these  lay  persons  of  Moody  Memo¬ 
rial  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Asbury  Lenox,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Houston  East  Dis¬ 
trict  and  former  pastor  of  Moody 
UMC — he  was  there  when  A1  and 
Gertrude  began  cooking  the  Satur¬ 
day  morning  breakfasts— attended 
the  celebration  and  offered  the 
prayer. 

These  have  been  no  ordinary 
breakfasts.  The  standard  menu  is 
Galveston  scrambled  eggs-in-butter, 
Lewisville  (Arkansas)  golden  grits, 
La  Grange  German  sausage,  toast, 
orange  juice  (83,200  servings  in  five 
years!)  and  Gertrude’s  New  Or- 
leans-style  bean/sausage/ham  soup. 

One  regular  at  the  breakfast  has 
an  interesting  story,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Bob  Parrott,  pastor  of 
Moody  Memorial  UMC. 

Within  a  ten-year  period  he  has 
been  in  the  local  jail  440  times,  so 
many  that  he  has  been  banned  from 
the  jail.  It  costs  $40  a  day  to  house 
and  feed  a  prisoner,  and  the  man 
was  using  the  jail  for  his  personal 


— 

GALVESTON,  Texas — Gertrude  and  Al  Sanders  are  shown  at  their  usual  Saturday  morning  activity — 
serving  a  whopping  breakfast  to  hungry  street  people. 


“hotel.” 

This  man’s  continued  acceptance 
at  the  breakfasts.  Dr.  Parrott  says, 
illustrates  the  grace  with  which  Al 
and  Getrude’s  meals  are  served. 

Moody  Church’s  Society  of  St. 


Stephens,  under  the  leadership  of 
Jack  Baird,  provides  medication 
and  transportation  to  Houston  for 
many  of  these  people  to  be  treated 
at  “De-tox”  centers. 

“Both  bodies  and  souls  are  fed  on 


these  Saturday  mornings,"  Dr.  Par¬ 
rott  adds. 

This  article  originally  appeared  in 
the  Texas  Conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 


'Catch  the  Spirit'  adds 
celebrities  to  fall  season 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  Newt  Service 

NEW  YORK— Celebrity  inter¬ 
views;  issues-oriented  studio  dis¬ 
cussions;  and  stories  on  what 
United  Methodists  do,  think  and 
care  about  are  part  of  the  new 
season  for  “Catch  the  Spirit.” 

The  weekly  television  maga¬ 
zine  show,  produced  by  United 
Methodist  Communications,  also 
has  a  new  producer,  the  Rev. 
Kathleen  LaCamera,  formerly  as¬ 
sociate  producer,  and  a  new  asso¬ 
ciate  producer,  Don  McGill, 
previously  with  New  Jersey  pub¬ 
lic  television. 

The  show’s  format  has  been  al¬ 
tered  to  allow  more  flexibility  for 
longer,  more  in-depth  features, 
according  to  Ms.  LaCamera. 

“We  want  people  to  tell  their 
own  stories  about  how  faith 
changes  the  way  they  live  their 
lives,”  she  said. 

Among  individuals  to  be  fea¬ 
tured  this  season  are  tennis  play¬ 
er  Zina  Garrison,  a  United 
Methodist;  rap  musician  M.C. 
Hammer  and  journalists  Bill 
Moyers  and  Consuelo  Mack. 

One  segment  will  focus  on  the 
Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  who  has  gained 
national  attention  for  his  recent 
crusade  against  artists  who  re¬ 
ceive  federal  funding  for  what  he 
considers  to  be  pornographic 
work. 

Another  segment  will  feature 
Astronaut  Jerry  Ross,  a  member 
of  Friendswood  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Houston,  who  has 
logged  a  record  12-plus  hours 
walking  in  space. 


Kathleen  LaCamera 


"...how  faith  changes  lives." 

The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  role  in  recent  events  in 
East  Germany  and  its  program 
for  disaster  relief  training  also 
will  be  featured. 

One  in-studio  discussion  will 
focus  on  religion  in  public  educa¬ 
tion. 

The  “Catch  the  Spirit”  Christ¬ 
mas  special,  taped  at  Warwick 
Castle  in  England,  was  produced 
in  cooperation  with  the  British 
Broadcasting  Corp. 

John  Gohern  of  Denver, 
named  National  Press  Photogra¬ 
phers  Association’s  Photogra¬ 
pher  of  the  Year  for  two  years 
running,  is  a  new  regular  contrib¬ 
utor,  offering  short  "slice  of  life” 
features. 

The  show  can  be  seen  on  Vision 
Interfaith  Satellite  Network 
(VISN),  as  well  as  other  cable  net¬ 
works  and  hundreds  of  local  cable 
systems  and  television  stations.  It 
is  also  on  the  Channel  America 
television  network. 


Memories  recall 
last  summer's 
'challenges' 

Memories  of  the  summer  of  '90 
for  these  special  campers  in¬ 
clude  the  time  they — like  hun¬ 
dreds  of  others — spent  at 
United  Methodist-sponsored 
camps  for  the  mentally  and 
physically  "challenged."  At  top, 
counselor  Mike  Eckles  (second 
from  right)  seems  as  baffled  as 
his  8-year-old  charges  by  one  of 
the  tricks  during  Med-Camp's 
Project  Magic  at  Camp  Alders- 
gate  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  Med- 
Camp  is  offered  annually  by  the 
Little  Rock  Annual  Conference 
for  youngsters  with  muscular 
dystrophy,  spina  bifida,  cystic  fi¬ 
brosis  and  cancer.  Bottom  right, 
camper  Albert  Curtis  (left)  sam¬ 
ples  the  taco  salad  he  made  in 
cooking  class  with  counselor 
Barry  Reese  (right)  at  Camp  RE- 
YO-AD.  The  North  Indiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference  sponsors  Camp 
RE-YO-AD,  an  acronym  for  "re¬ 
tarded  young  adults,"  at  Camp 
Epworth  Forest  in  North  Web¬ 
ster,  Ind.  Bottom  left,  camper 
Melanie  Girard  clowns  with 
counselor  |ason  Miller  during 
SEEK  Camp  at  the  Lake  Texoma 
Conference  Center  south  of  the 
Texas-Oklahoma  state  line. 
SEEK  —  meaning  “Summer 
Events  for  Exceptional 
Kampers" — is  an  annual  pro¬ 
gram  for  mentally  retarded  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  adults 
sponsored  by  the  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference. 
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Review 

In  movie  blockbuster  'Ghost/  the  departed 
go  to  heaven  or  hell \  but  love  lives  forever 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

:  The  movie  “Ghost”  has  a  lot 
more  to  do  with  this  life  and  how 
we  live  and  with  the  afterlife  and 
the  judgment  day  than  with  a  “boo” 
and  scare-em  genre. 

It  is  in  an  entirely  different  cate¬ 
gory  than  the  spoofing  nonsense  of 
a  “Ghostbusters”  or  “Beetlejuice.” 

This  excellent  fantasy-and-effect 
movie  is  a  comedy  but  can  be  taken 
seriously. 

Here  is  a  movie  that  affirms  a 
bodily  resurrection. 

Here  is  a  movie  where  the  depart¬ 
ed  go  to  heaven  or  to  hell  as  a  natu¬ 
ral  outcome  of  the  lives  they  lived. 
There  is  no  ambivalence  or  neutral 
zone  as  in  the  recent  popular  base¬ 
ball  ghost  movie,  “Field  of 
Dreams.” 


Two  arch  villains  very  predict¬ 
ably  get  what’s  coming  to  them  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  movie.  We  see 
what  happens  to  them  after  they 
die.  One  is  a  thug,  a  hired  killer;  the 
other,  a  white  collar  computer  whiz 
who  hires  the  killing. 

When  a  person  dies  in  this  movie, 
the  spirit  in  body  form  leaves  the 
shell  of  the  deceased. 

If  you’ve  been  good  and  righ¬ 
teous,  a  starlight  trail  of  light  ap¬ 
pears  invitingly.  But  if  you’re  a  vil¬ 
lain,  you  have  only  a  few  minutes  to 
pause;  then  swarming  little  dark  de¬ 
mons  appear  and  hustle  you  away 
gleefully. 

The  good  guy  here  is  Sam  (Pat¬ 
rick  Swayze).  As  he  is  walking  at  the 
beginning  of  the  movie  along  a  Vil¬ 
lage  Street  in  New  York  with  his  fi¬ 
ancee,  Molly  (Demi  Moore),  a 


“mugger”  holds  them  up.  Sam  dies 
from  a  gunshot  wound. 

His  spiritual  body  leaves  the 
earthen  vessel.  He  talks  and  moves 
about  just  like  the  former  days,  but 
no  one  can  hear  him  or  see  him  . .  . 

. . .  except  a  hokey  psychic  played 
by  Whoopi  Goldberg. 

Sam,  as  he  hangs  around,  leams 
that  his  death  was  actually  a 
planned  murder  and  he  realizes 
who  hired  the  killer.  The  murderer 
and  his  employer  develop  reasons 
for  wanting  to  kill  the  girl  friend 
and  the  psychic. 

The  ability  of  the  deceased  Sam 
to  be  in  a  room  where  there  is  trou¬ 
ble  but  inability  to  do  anything 
about  it  is  frustrating  and  serves  up 
strong  suspense. 

The  psychic  is  able,  however,  to 
hear  him.  Through  her  he  is  able  to 


convince  his  girl  friend  that  he  is 
nearby  and  at  last  convinces  her  of 
the  danger  she  is  in. 

This  is  a  gentle,  sweet  movie.  As 
Sam’s  spirit  prepares  to  retreat  pre¬ 
dictably  up  a  glittering  trail  to  heav¬ 
en  at  the  end,  the  couple — Molly 
can  see  him  briefly — in  a  parting 
exchange  affirms  that,  although  the 
body  dies,  love  never  dies  and  ex¬ 
ists  forever. 

Sunday  school  children  who  have 
trouble  relating  to  the  concept  of  an 
existence  of  heaven  and  hell  ought 
to  see  this  movie.  Some  great 
truths — even  though  they  may  not 
mesh  entirely  with  one’s  theological 
belief  systems — are  underscored. 

Or.  Ward  of  Philadelphia  is  a  fre¬ 
quent  reviewer  for  the  Reporter. 


History  of  Hymns. 
Scottish  humanitarian  wrote 
'Beneath  the  cross  of  Jesus' 


Beneath  the  cross  of  Jesus 
I  fain  would  lake  my  stand, 

The  shadow  of  a  mighty  rock 
Within  a  weary  land; 

A  home  within  the  wilderness, 

A  rest  upon  the  way, 

From  the  burning  of  the  noontide 

heat 

And  the  burden  of  the  day. 

By  WILLIAM ).  REYNOLDS 

Elizabeth  Clephane,  the  daughter 
of  the  sheriff  in  Fife  County,  Scot¬ 
land,  wrote  the  hymn  “Beneath  the 
cross  of  Jesus.” 

She  was  bom  in  Edinburgh,  but, 
following  the  death  of  her  father, 
she  moved  to  the  village  of  Melrose, 
about  30  miles  southwest  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  lived  there  the  rest  of 
her  life. 

Because  of  her  radiant  personal¬ 
ity  and  her  concern  for  the  poor  and 
homeless  she  was  known  as  the 
“Sunbeam  of  Melrose.” 

Despite  poor  health,  she  devoted 
most  of  her  time  and  energies  and 
most  of  her  allowances  to  humanitar¬ 
ian  causes.  She  and  her  sister  even 
sold  their  horses  and  carriages  that 
they  might  give  more  to  the  poor. 


Ms.  Clephane  is  the  author  of 
eight  hymns  published  after  her 
death  in  1869  in  a  monthly  maga¬ 
zine  popular  in  Scottish  homes  at 
that  time.  Another  of  these  hymns 
was  “The  Ninety  and  Nine.” 

The  tune  we  associate  with  this 
text  was  composed  in  1881  by  Fred¬ 
erick  Maker,  a  music  teacher  and 
church  organist  who  lived  in  Bris¬ 
tol,  England.  He  gave  no  explana¬ 
tion  for  naming  the  tune  “St. 
Christopher,”  after  the  patron  saint 
of  travelers. 

Many  legends  describe  Christo¬ 
pher,  who  lived  in  the  third  century, 
as  a  giant  who,  after  his  Christian 
conversion,  spent  the  rest  of  his  life 
carrying  travelers  across  a  river. 

One  legend  tells  of  Christopher 
carrying  a  child  across  the  river.  He 
said  to  the  youngster,  “Child,  you 
seem  to  weigh  as  much  as  the 
world.” 

The  child  replied,  “I  created  the 
world,  bear  the  sins  of  the  world, 
and  redeemed  the  world.”  This  alle¬ 
gory  has  been  pictured  more  than 
once  in  Christian  art. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" For  All  the  Saints" 


Dear  Deborah — 

Do  you  think  miscarriage 
language  debate  is  petty ? 


Dear  Deborah: 

Have  you  been  following  the  de¬ 
bate  about  the  language  in  the  pro¬ 
posed  liturgy  for  use  following  a 
miscarriage?  What  do  you  think 
about  such  pettiness? 

Mark  and  Petra 

Dear  Mark  and  Petra: 

Yes.  I  have  been  interested  in  this 
ongoing  debate.  I  am  not  sure  1 
would  call  it  pettiness,  though.  It 
seems  to  me  important  issues  are  in¬ 
volved. 

First,  we  do  need  to  have  some  ba¬ 
sic  principles  for  alt  our  liturgies,  in 
the  Book  of  Worship,  for  a  pastor  de¬ 
veloping  liturgy  for  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing.  for  a  committee  of  United 
Methodist  Women.  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  worship  committee  or  anyone 
planning  worship  services. 

Certainly  we  need  a  liturgy  with 
language  that  does  not  appear  to 
take  sides  in  the  political  debate  over 
abortion. 

/  would  hope  that  language  could 
be  found  that  would  accurately  de¬ 
scribe  the  grief  a  couple  feels  after  a 
miscarriage. 

It  seems  to  me  that  using  phrases 
such  as  “ the  hopes  and  expectations 
for  the  birth  of  a  child’’  or  "the  antic¬ 
ipated  and  longed-for  birth  of  a 
baby"  would  be  ways  to  describe  the 
loss  and  grief  for  which  only  God  can 
provide  comfort. 

Many  of  us  are  hoping  this  contro¬ 


versy  can  be  worked  out  soon  as  a 
liturgy  of  this  nature  is  truly  needed. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-027S. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

I  Suppose 

I  suppose 
God  applauded 

When  Peter  stormed  the  synagogue 
And  jubilated  while  Paul 
Harangued  a  Roman  world 
And  flinched 
When  saints  collided  . . . 

And  caused  His  walls  to  tremble, 
But  surely  —  Oh  surely, 

He  wept 

While  generations  of  Marys 
Moved  soft-footed  among  the 
bruised  — 

And  try  as  He  would 
They  could  not  hear  Him  say, 
These  are  my  beloved  daughters 
To  whom  I  am  well  pleased. 

—NANCY  KNOL 
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lames  —  the  book  and  the  greeting.  During  the  District  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  training  event  held  at  Centenary  during  June,  these 
participants  gained  information  concerning  the  use  of  the  tongue. 


DCYM  Training  —  Were  You  There?  Over  150  persons  came  to 
DCYM  Training  representing  the  nine  districts  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 


Coming  Events 

Fall  Convocation  September  29,  1990 

Louisiana  College,  Pineville  —  10  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 

Junior  High  Retreat  (7th  and  8th  Graders)  November  9-1 1,  1990 
Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria 
Friday,  7:30  p.m.-Sunday  10:30  a.m. 

Senior  High  Retreat  (9th  thru  12th)  January  25-27,  1991 
Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria 
Friday,  7:30  p.m.-Sunday  10:30  a.m. 

DATES  TO  REMEMBER: 


“The  Louisiana  Gathering: 


A  Celebration  of  Covenant  Renewal” 

March  9, 

1991 

YSF  Sunday 

April  28, 

1991 

DCYM  Training 

June  6-8. 

1991 

JYMO  Training 

July  8-12, 

1991 

NYMO  Training 

August  5-9, 

1991 

UNITED  NATIONS  SEMINAR 

November  23-30. 

1991 

Fall  Convo 

"  F-  •  .  ,  . 

The  Youth  Fall  Convocation  is  scheduled  for  Saturday,  September  29  at 
Louisiana  College  in  Pineville.  Fall  Convo  is  a  day  set  aside  for  junior 
highs,  senior  highs  and  youth  sponsors  to  get  together  for  worship, 
fellowship  and  a  concert. 

The  worship  and  fellowship  for  the  event  is  led  by  the  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministry.  Each  district  of  the  Conference  has  an  area  of 
responsibility  for  the  day. 

The  highlight  of  the  day  will  be  a  concert  by  “Watermark,”  a 
contemporary  Christian  band.  This  team  of  musicians  will  knock  your 
socks  off  while  sharing  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  Christ.  Be  prepared  to 
meet  Martin  Rude,  drums;  Chris  Rhoads,  guitar;  Tex  Dobrinski,  guitar; 
and  Steve  Ratzlaff,  keyboard. 

The  fee  of  $6.00  will  cover  lunch  and  the  concert.  Snacks  will  be  sold 
with  profits  being  given  to  the  Youth  Service  Fund.  Fall  Convo  t-shirts  will 
be  available  as  will  tapes  by  “Watermark.”  This  fee  should  be  sent  to  the 
Conference  Youth  Coordinator,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802,  no  later  than  September  19. 


Junior  High  Retreat 

“Friendship”  What  is  Your  Definition??  will  be  the  theme  of  the  Junior 
High  Retreat  to  be  held  at  Tall  Timbers  in  Alexandria  November  9-11, 
1990. 

Our  retreat  leader,  John  Edd  Harper,  will  guide  all  seventh  and  eighth 
graders  through  a  weekend  of  exploring  what  friendship  means  and  how 
we  are  friends  to  other  people. 

Registration  for  the  event  will  be  at  7:30  p.m.  Friday,  November  9  and 
the  retreat  will  conclude  on  Sunday,  November  1 1  at  10:30  a.m. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $40.  Registration  is  mandatory  and  must  be 
received  by  November  1,  1990.  Please  make  check  payable  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  send  to  Carolyn  Dove,  527  North 
Boulevard.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 
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REGISTRATION 

I  Name  _  M _ F _  I 


Address _ 

Church  _ 

Grade _ Parent’s  Signature 


I  Cost  for  the  event  is  $40.  Registration  is  mandatory  and  must  be  i 
I  received  by  November  1,  1990.  Make  check  payable  to:  Louisiana  | 
I  Annual  Conference.  Send  to:  Carolyn  Dove,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  i 
|  Rouge.  LA  70082 
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Senior  High  Retreat 

The  1991  Senior  High  Retreat  (9th  thru  12  grade),  will  be  held  at  Tall 
Timbers  in  Alexandria  January  25-27,  1991. 

The  theme  for  the  event  is  “Rock  Music:  Everything  You  Need  to 
Know.”  The  leader  for  the  retreat  is  Scott  Coyle,  a  member  of  A!  Menconi 
Ministries.  The  theme  deals  with  the  influence  that  today’s  music  has  on 
us. 

The  retreat  starts  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Friday,  January  25  and  will  conclude 
at  10:30  a.m.  on  Sunday.  January  27.  The  cost  of  the  event  is  $40. 


Conference  Youth  Elect  1990-91  Officers 


On  June  8,  the  members  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  elected  officers  for  the 
1 990-9 1  year.  Kenny  Morrow  from 
the  Monroe  District  was  elected 
President  for  the  next  year.  Kenny 
is  a  member  of  McGuire  United 
Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe 
and  has  served  on  the  CCYM  for 
two  years. 

Lori  Bridges  representing  the 
Alexandria  District,  was  elected 
Vice  President.  Lori  also  serves  as 
one  of  our  Jurisdictional 
representatives.  She  is  a  member  of 
Nolley  Memorial  in  Jena  and  has 
served  on  the  CCYM  for  one  year. 

The  secretary  for  CCYM  is  Lori 
Powell  from  North  Highlands  UMC 
in  Shreveport  located  in  the 
Shreveport  District.  Lori  has  served 
on  CCYM  for  one  year.  Eric 
Robinson,  Monroe  District,  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  for  the  CCYM.  Eric,  a 
member  of  St.  Paul’s,  is  one  of  the 
representatives  on  the 


Jurisdictional  Youth  Team. 

Two  youth  and  one  adult  were 
selected  to  serve  on  the  Youth 
Service  Fund  Committee.  Lucas 
Doucet,  a  member  of  Davidson 
Memorial  UMC  in  Lafayette,  in  the 
Acadiana  District,  is  beginning  his 
second  year  on  the  CCYM.  John 
Shermer,  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Lake  Charles,  representing  the  Lake 
Charles  District,  will  be  starting  his 
first  year  on  the  CCYM. 

Rev.  Tom  Dolph,  First  UMC, 
Lafayette,  Acadiana  District,  was 
elected  to  serve  as  the  adult 
member  of  the  YSF  Committee  and 
also  as  one  of  the  district  youth 
coordinators  on  the  Executive 
Committee.  Judy  Betz,  a  member  of 
Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge, 
Baton  Rouge  District,  was  elected 
to  serve  on  the  Executive 
Committee.  The  Executive 
Committee  has  responsibilities  for 
the  operations  of  the  CCYM 
between  meetings. 


NEW  OFFICERS  —  The  1990-91  Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  officers  are  pictured  above.  They  are:  Eric  Robinson, 
Jurisdictional  representative;  Kenny  Morrow,  President;  Lori 
Bridges,  Vice  President  and  Jurisdictional  representative;  Rev.  Tom 
Dolph,  Executive  Committee  and  Adult  YSF  Committee;  Lori  Powell, 
Secretary;  Judy  Betz,  Executive  Committee;  Lucas  Doucet,  YSF 
Committee;  and  John  Shermer,  YSF  Committee. 


1990-91  CCYM  Members 


ACADIANA  DISTRICT: 

Coordinator  Rev.  Thomas  Dolph,  P.O. 
Box  2039,  Lafayette  70502  (First- 
Lafayette)  (318)  232-7957  Home 
(318)  233-3811  (Office) 

Assoc.  Coord:  Rev.  Robert  (Bob)  Deich, 
710  Jefferson  Blvd.,  Lafayette  70501 
(Davidson-Memorial)  (318)  235-2814 
Home  (318)  235-5796  Office 

Mary  Elliott  1705  North  State  St. 
Abbeville  70510  (Abbeville)  (318) 
893-8358 

Lucas  Doucet  213  Vancouver,  Lafeyette 
70507  (Davidson-Memorial)  (318) 
233-2002 

Alt:  Cyndi  Coleman  1 5  Hale  #3, 

Franklin  70538  (First-Franklin)  (318) 
828-2902 

YSF:  Bryan  Dietzel  3802  John  St., 
Berwick  70342  (First-Berwick)  (318) 
385-2695 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT: 

Coordinator  Nelda  Tarver,  P.O.  Box 
687,  Jena  71342  (Nolley  Memorial) 
(318)  992-6580 

Assoc.  Coord:  Jola  Bortner,  308  West 
Main  St.,  Winnfield  71483  (First- 
Winnfield)  (318)  628-4183  Home 
(318)  628-4181  Office 

Steve  Kendrick  P.  O.  Box  55,  Jena 
71342  (Nolley  Memorial)  (318)  992- 
2242 

Ami  Hurst  3208  Pine  Ridge  Dr., 
Pineville  71360  (First-Pineville) 

(318)  445-1612 

Alt:  Scott  Tarver  P.O.  Box  687,  Jena 
71342  (NolleyMemorial)  (318)  992- 
6580 

YSF:  Amanda  Brian  Rt.  3,  Box  1201, 
Winnfield  71483  (First-Winnfield) 
(318)  628-6998 

JYT:  Lori  Bridges  P.O.  Drawer  29,  Jena 
71342  (Nolley  Memorial)  (318)  992- 
4310 

BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT: 

Coordinator  Judy  Betz,  7111  Seven 
Oaks,  Baton  Rouge  70806  (Jefferson) 
(504)  928-2507  Home  (504)  927- 
3886  Office 

Assoc.  Coord:  Leona  McCastle,  2826 
73rd  St.,  Baton  Rouge  70807 
(Camphor)  (504)  356-9048  Home 

Inga  Patterson  5334  Packard  St.,  Baton 
Rouge  7081 1  (Jordan)  (504)  355- 
8446 

Cheri  Dauzat  5130  Antioch  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge  70817  (Ingleside)  (504) 
752-7656 

Alt:  Julie  Betz,  7111  Seven  Oaks.  Baton 
Rouge  70806  (Jefferson)  (504)  927- 
6204 

YSF:  Michelle  McMorris,  5861  Grand, 
Baton  Rouge  70812  (Jordan)  (504) 
355-0294 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT: 

Coordinator  Mary  Boston,  2300  21st 
St.,  Lake  Charles  70601  (First-Lake 
Charles)  (3 1 8)  474-2 1 1 5  Home  (3 1 8) 
436-6656  Office 

Assoc.  Coord:  Deanne  Daigle,  P.  O.  Box 
694,  Eunice  70535  (First-Eunice) 
(318)  546-6901 

Lynd  Matt  100  N.  Tanglewood,  Eunice 
70535  (First-Eunice  (318)  457-7794 

Emma  Seeley  4600  E.  Quail  Hollow, 
Lake  Charles  70605  (St.  Luke- 
Simpson)  (318)  478-8830 

Alt:  John  Shermer  1905  Azalea,  Sulphur 
70663,  (First-Lake  Charles)  (318) 
625-5016 

YSF:  Philip  Mlynarski  1203  Mohawk, 
DeRidder  70634  (First-DeRidder) 
(318)  462-6324 

MONROE  DISTRICT: 

Coordinator  Delane  Morrow,  1 12 
Parkwest  Dr.,  West  Monroe  71291 
(McGuire)  (318)  325-4695  Home 

Assoc.  Coord:  Rev.  Stuart  Sherman,  P. 
O.  Box  95,  Sicily  Island  71368-0095 
(Sicily  Island)  (318)  389-5642  Home 
(318)  389-5762  Office 

Kenny  Morrow  1 12  Parkwest  Dr.,  West 
Monroe  71291  (McGuire)  (318)  325- 
4695 

Gretchen  Kelly  77  Magnolia  Dr., 
Monroe  71203  (First-Monroe)  (318) 
343-7957 

Alt:  Melissa  Seffens  452  Briarwood, 
Monroe  71203  (McGuire)  (318)  387- 
5372 

YSF:  Amber  Wilson  27  Paige  Dr., 
Monroe  71203  (First-Monroe)  (318) 
343-6161 

JYT:  Eric  Robinson  Rt.  5,  Box  51 1  A, 
Bastrop  71220  (St.  Paul’s)  (318)  283- 
0376 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT: 

Coordinator  Mary  Margaret  Owen, 

3936  H-Prytania  St„  New  Orleans 
70115  (Rayne  Memorial)  (504)  891- 
8073  Home  (504)  566-3648  Office 

Assoc.  Coord:  Dolores  Giles,  405  S. 
Gatehouse  Dr.  #G.,  Metairie  70001 
(Mount  Zion)  (504)  833-4882 
Clarice  Hincks,  7280  Endston  Ct., 
New  Orleans  70128  (Cornerstone) 
(504)  242-4426  Home 

BufFy  Stultz  1414  Eighth  St.,  New 
Orleans  70115  (Rayne)  (504)  895- 
4902 

Shana  Alexander  5301  Norgate  Dr., 

New  Orleans  70127  (First  Street) 
(504)  241-8395 

Alt:  Tiffany  Giles  405  S.  Gatehouse  Dr. 
#G.  Metairie  70001  (Mt.  Zion)  (504) 
833-4882 

YSF:  Nicole  Griffin  5122  Lakeview  Ct., 
New  Orleans  70127  (First  Street) 

(504)  242-6760 


NORTH  SHORE  DISTRICT: 

Coordinator  David  Martin,  334  Old 
Hwy.  190,  Mandeville  70448  (St. 
Timothy)  (504)  898-0443  Home 
(504)  626-4348  Office 

Allison  Mullings  1312  Shady  Pine  Dr., 
Bogalusa  70427  (ESM)  (504)  735- 
9573 

Sheantel  Bourquel  1 3545  Devall  Rd., 
Walker  70818  (Walker)  (504)  261- 
9453  . 

YSF:  Gretchen  Kennedy  1103 
Oakhollow  Dr.,  Hammond  70401 
(First-Hammond)  (504)  345-2830 

Alt  YSF:  Kim  Hollimon  1501  Ellis  Dr., 
Hammond  70401  (First-Hammond) 
(504)  345-8865 

RUSTON  DISTRICT: 

Coordinator  Rev.  Bill  Willis,  2306  B. 
Lily,  Ruston  71270  (Grace)  (318) 
255-5578  Home  (318)  255-5020 
Office 

Assoc.  Coord:  Donnie  Barmore,  P.  O. 
Box  1131,  Ruston  71273-0113 
(Trinity)  (318)  255-0779  Home  (318) 
251-0750  Office 

Matt  Bazer  P.  O.  Box  728,  Doyline 
71023  (Doyline)  (318)  745-2145 

Kristi  Spencer  P.  O.  Box  431,  Cotton 
Valley  71018  (Cotton  Valley)  (318) 


832-4295 

Alt:  Christina  Thomas  Rt.  1,  Box  45, 
Minden  71055  (First-Minden)  (318) 
371-9210 
YSF: 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT: 

Coordinator:  Betty  Smith,  Rt.  1,  Box 
428B,  Bossier  City  71112  (First- 
Bossier  City)  (318)  747-0762  Home 
(318)  746-6122  Office 
Assoc.  Coord:  Gary  Hall,  3939  Pines 
Road,  Shreveport  71119  (Mangum) 
(318)  688-2668  Home  (318)  636- 
7376  Office 

Kellie  Ramsey  483  Seneca  Trail, 
Shreveport  71107  (Asbury)  (318) 
221-4509 

Eric  Street  P.  O.  Box  101,  Mansfield 
71052  (Wesley)  (318)  872-3447 
Alt:  Lori  Powell  2513  Douglas  Dr., 
Bossier  City  71111  (North 
Highlands)  (318)  742-4506 
YSF:  Antwome  Jones  P.  O.  Box  101, 
Mansfield  71052  (Wesley)  (318)  872- 
3447 

CONFERENCE  YOUTH  COORDINATOR 

Carolyn  Dove,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge  70802 

(504)  753-5542  Home  (504)  346-1646  Office 


Youth  Service  Fund  Recognition 

If  you  would  like  to  honor  someone  in  a  special  way  why  not  consider 
giving  a  gift  for  the  mission  of  the  church  in  the  form  of  “A  Youth  Service 
Fund  Recognition.”  Send  your  contribution  of  $20  cr  more  to  Carolyn 
Dove,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  Please  make  your 
check  payable  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  A  certificate  of 
recognition  will  be  sent  to  the  honoree.  Example  below: 


A  Youth  Service  Fund  Recognition 

has  been  awarded  to 

by  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 

A  gift  for  the  mission  of  the  church  has  been 
forwarded  to 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Youth  Ministries,  The  United  Methodist  Church 


Youth  Service  Fund  Committee  Date 


Youth  Service  Fund  Committee  Youth  Service  Fund  Committee 
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United  Methodists  Join 
In  Opposition  To  The  Louisiana  Lottery 


Dear  Friends  in  Christ: 

This  issue  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  is  dedicated  solely  to 
a  major  concern  facing  Louisiana  and  United  Methodism  in  our 
state.  The  United  Methodist  Church  as  a  religious  organization  joins 
with  many  other  religious  communities  in  an  effort  to  defeat  the 
proposed  constitutional  amendment  on  a  state  lottery.  The 
amendment  change  will  be  included  on  the  October  6  ballot  as 
Proposition  #4. 

Historically,  the  Church  has  been  opposed  to  gambling.  Gambling 
has  been  and  is  now  viewed  as  harmful  to  individuals  and  to  society 
as  a  whole.  The  articles  included  in  this  edition  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  give  ample  reasons  for  the  decision  of  the  Church 
to  oppose  gambling. 

We  encourage  you  to  read  these  articles  carefully,  to  join  with 
others  in  opposition  to  the  Lottery,  and  most  especially,  to  cast  your 
vote  against  Proposition  #4  on  October  6. 

Dr.  Larry  Robertson 
Chairperson,  Conference  Board  of 
Church  and  Society 

Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland 
Chairperson,  Conference  Legislative 
Liaison  Committee 


"Louisiana  is  gearing  up  for  a  vote  on  a  lottery.  This  will  be 
Referendum  #4  on  the  ballot  October  6,  1990.  United 
Methodists  have  a  history  of  strong  opposition  to  lotteries  for 
many  reasons  —  all  valid.  But  for  me  the  most  overwhelming 
reason  to  oppose  a  state  lottery  is  that  it  is  an  irresponsible  and 
illusionary  structure  for  the  financing  of  public  services, 
irresponsible  in  that  it  is  not  an  equitable  way  to  bring  in 
revenue  and  illusionary  in  that  it  raises  false  expectations  of 
receiving  a  lot  of  money  for  little  cost.  It  also  exploits  the  poor.  1 
have  been  asked  to  serve  on  the  stale  Steering  Committee  of 
CALLL  (Coalition  Against  Legalizing  A  Lottery  in  Louisiana.) 
I  do  so  gladly!" 

William  B.  Oden,  Bishop 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Referendum  #4 

Exact  Wording  of  the  Proposition 
on  the  Ballot 

“To  authorize  the  creation  and  operation  of  a  state  lottery  and  authorize 
creation  of  a  special  corporation  for  that  purpose  whose  employees  shall 
not  be  subject  to  civil  service.  Net  proceeds  from  the  operation  of  the 
lottery  shall  be  deposited  in  a  special  fund  created  in  the  state  treasury 
entitled  the  Lottery  Proceeds  Fund.  Amounts  deposited  in  the  fund  shall 
not  be  appropriated  for  expenditure  in  the  same  calendar  year  in  which 
they  are  received.  The  legislature  may  appropriate  from  the  fund  for  any 
purpose.  Once  the  legislature  has  enacted  a  law  providing  for  the  creation 
and  operation  of  a  state  lottery,  it  may  be  modified  only  upon  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  legislature,  but  may  be  repealed  by  a  majority  vote.  Once 
repealed,  reenactment  of  a  law  creating  a  state  lottery  shall  require  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  legislature.  No  political  subdivision  of  the  state  shall 
authorize  or  conduct  a  lottery.  (Amends  Article  XII,  section  6)” 


Gambling 
SP  73.G 

The  Social  Principles  states  that  “Gambling  is  a  menace  to  society, 
deadly  to  the  best  interests  of  moral,,  social,  economic,  and  spiritual 
life,  and  destructive  of  good  government.  As  an  act  of  faith  and  love, 
Christians  should  abstain  from  gambling,  and  should  strive  to 
minister  to  those  victimized  by  the  practice.  Community  standards 
and  personal  lifestyles  should  be  such  as  would  make  unnecessary 
and  undesirable  the  resort  to  commercial  gambling,  including  public 
lotteries,  as  a  recreation,  as  an  escape,  or  as  a  means  of  producing 
public  revenue  or  funds  for  support  of  charities  or  government.” 

One  of  the  essential  commandments,  according  to  Jesus,  is  “Love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself’  (Matthew  22:39-40).  This,  together  with 
loving  God  with  all  of  one's  being,  summarizes  all  of  the  law. 

Gambling,  as  a  means  of  keeping  material  gain  only  by  chance  and 
at  the  neighbor’s  expense,  is  a  menace  to  personal  character  and 
social  morality.  Gambling  fosters  greed  and  stimulates  the  fatalistic 
faith  in  chance.  Organized  and  commercial  gambling  is  a  threat  to 
business,  breeds  crime  and  poverty,  and  is  destructive  to  the  interests 
of  good  government. 

We  oppose  the  growing  legalization  and  state  promotion  of 
gambling. 

Dependence  on  gambling  revenue  has  led  many  states  to  exploit 
the  weakness  of  their  own  citizens,  neglect  the  development  of  more 
equitable  forms  of  taxation,  and  thereby  further  erode  the  citizen’s 
confidence  in  government. 

The  Book  of  Discipline  —  1988 
and  the  Book  of  Resolutions  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 


Reasons  to  Oppose 
the  Lottery 

The  lottery  is  a  regressive  tax  that  hurts  the  poor. 

The  lottery  is  one  of  the  most  regressive  forms  of  tax  policy,  two  to 
three  times  more  regressive  than  a  sales  tax.  As  such,  it  puts  the 
government  in  the  indefensible  position  of  exploiting  its  poorer 
citizens. 

Promoting  a  lottery  is  not  an  appropriate  function  of  government. 

The  lottery  weakens  the  moral  fiber  of  society  and  sends  the  wrong 
message  about  success.  When  the  state  promotes  lottery 
participation,  it  undermines  its  own  efforts  to  encourage  people  to 
prosper  through  hard  work  and  responsible  planning. 

The  lottery  is  an  inadequate  answer  to  the  state's  budget  problems. 

The  lottery  is  promoted  as  a  way  to  avoid  tax  increases,  yet  no  state 
raises  enough  money  from  its  lottery  to  avoid  the  need  for  other  new 
taxes.  A  lottery  diverts  attention  away  from  the  need  for  serious 
methods  of  raising  revenue,  ignoring  the  real  issues  of  economic 
justice.  Lotteries  are  stop  gap  measures  that  lull  the  populace  into  a 
state  of  complacency  while  social  and  fiscal  problems  intensify. 

The  lottery  is  an  inefficient  and  unstable  method  of  raising  revenue. 

Lotteries  are  costly  to  collect,  difficult  to  predict,  and  cannot  be 
relied  upon  to  sustain  sales  without  heavy  infusion  of  advertising 
dollars  to  generate  interest.  Policy  makers  in  lottery  states  find  the 
unpredictable  level  of  lottery  revenues  hinders  long-term  planning. 

The  lottery  creates  a  new  generation  of  gamblers,  some  of  whom 
become  compulsive  gamblers. 

Although  lotteries  are  promoted  as  painless  and  voluntary,  they  are 
neither  because  the  state’s  high-pressured  marketing  techniques 
induces  citizens  into  gambling  on  lottery  tickets.  The  convenience 
and  availability  of  gambling  on  a  lottery  introduces  a  whole  new 
generation  to  frequent  wagering,  making  it  much  easier  for  minors  to 
gamble  and  resulting  in  an  increase  in  the  number  of  compulsive 
gamblers.  Many  of  the  new  gamblers  are  at  the  economic  margin: 
poor  women,  members  of  minority  groups,  new  immigrants,  and 
teenagers. 

A  lottery  becomes  a  monopoly,  unfairly  competing  within  the  free 
enterprise  system. 

State  lotteries  have  become  big  businesses,  rivaling  Fortune  500 
companies  in  size.  The  state  improperly  interferes  with  free 
enterprise  when  it  competes  in  every  community  for  funds  used  to 
purchase  food,  clothing,  and  other  basic  necessities. 

The  lottery  is  a  bad  buy,  sold  through  deceptive  marketing. 

The  lottery  is  an  unwise  consumer  decision,  for  it  is  an  unfair  game 
with  overwhelming  odds.  A  person  has  a  better  chance  of  being  struck 
by  lightning  than  of  winning  a  major  lottery  prize.  Governments 
engage  in  deceptive  advertising  by  not  publicizing  the  truth  about  the 
odds  against  winning  and  the  delayed  payment  of  multi-million 
dollar  jackpots. 

The  lottery  creates  concerns  about  crime  and  corruption. 

The  lottery  brings  with  it  concerns  about  illegal  gambling, 
organized  crime’s  involvement  with  the  “numbers”  games,  and 
potential  corruption  within  a  lottery. 


What  We  Have  Learned  from  Others'  Experiences 


“Two  Duke  University 
economists,  Charles  Clotfelter  and 
Philip  Cook,  authors  of  Selling 
Hope:  State  Lotteries  in  America, 
offer  conclusive  evidence  that 
lotteries  are  not  an  easy  way  to 
make  everyone  a  winner  but  rather 
a  heavy  tax  which  hits  hardest  those 
who  can  ill  afford  to  pay.  According 
to  Clotfelter’s  study  of  the 
Maryland  lottery,  people  earning 
less  than  $10,000  buy  more  tickets 
than  any  other  income  group.  Even 
in  states  like  California,  where  it  is 


claimed  that  rich  and  poor  spend 
roughly  the  same  amount  on 
tickets,  those  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
income  scale  spend  a  far  higher 
percentage  of  their  incomes  on  the 
lottery. 

*  *  * 

Though  legislatures  push  lotteries 
as  a  supplement  for  educational 
funds,  often  those  lottery  revenues 
end  up  being  used  as  a  substitute 
for  other  funds,  with  no  additional 
money  going  to  education.  The 
public  is  duped  into  thinking  that 


future  tax  increases  are 
unnecessary.  An  additional 
problem  in  relying  on  lotteries  for 
revenue  is  that  they  are  a  volatile 
form  of  taxation,  vulnerable  to 
changes  in  the  economy. 

*  *  * 

Nearly  all  lottery  ads  heavily 
promote  materialistic  values, 
stressing  the  enormous  size  of  the 
jackpot  and  the  rewards  of  a 
lifestyle  without  work  or  effort. 
Through  advertisements,  backed  up 
by  the  clout  and  the  authority  of 


state  government.  Americans  are 
being  told  that  they  can  escape  the 
dreariness  of  work  through 
gambling.  The  desire  to  gamble  is 
not  simply  being  accommodated  by 
the  government  (an  argument  dear 
to  lottery  proponents);  rather,  the 
desire  to  gamble  is  being  stimulated 
by  the  government. 

*  *  * 

A  survey  of  Southern  California 
high  school  students  found  that  the 
percentage  who  participate  in 
gambling  in  any  form  rose  by  40 


percent  after  the  California  lottery 
was  introduced  in  1985.  They  have 
obviously  gotten  the  message  of  the 
lottery  ads  in  their  state.  If  the 
government  says  it’s  OK,  then  it’s 
OK. 

*  *  * 

Lottery  Losers  by 
William  H.  Willimon. 

Copyright  1990  Christian  Century 
Foundation. 

Reprinted  by  permission  from 
the  January  17,  1990  issue 
of  The  Christian  Century. 
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Editorial-- 

New  ways  to  'do  missions' 


The  continuing  stream  of  bad 
news  from  trouble  spots  such  as  the 
Middle  East,  Liberia,  and  South  Af¬ 
rica  keeps  us  reminded  that  we  live 
in  a  perilous  world. 

But  dangerous  situations  often 
carry  great  opportunities  for  Chris¬ 
tian  outreach,  as  pointed  out  re¬ 
cently  by  leaders  of  one  of  the 
world’s  largest  Protestant  mission 
agencies,  the  Southern  Baptist  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board. 

In  fact,  their  assessment  parallels 
recent  actions  and  messages  by  oth¬ 
er  Christian  leaders:  Now  is  a  pivot¬ 
al  time,  despite  the  perils,  for 
Christians  to  witness  to  our  faith 
throughout  the  world. 

As  United  Methodists,  we  can  be 
reasonably  confident  that  when  a 
trouble  spot  develops  anywhere  in 
the  world,  our  gifts  soon  will  be 
there  helping  to  provide  Christian 
mission  outreach. 

Our  support  may  be  directed 
through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  Or  it  may  oc¬ 
cur  through  our  overseas  mission¬ 
ary  personnel.  Or  it  may  be  directed 
through  a  partner  church  or  ecu¬ 
menical  agency  in  the  affected  area. 

This  represents  a  broader  ap¬ 
proach  to  mission  outreach  than  was 
practiced  in  an  earlier  time. 

Undoubtedly,  American  Chris¬ 
tians  will  continue  going  to  other 
countries  to  spread  the  Gospel  as 
missionaries.  But  we  need  to  recog¬ 
nize  that  our  outreach  sometimes 


may  be  accomplished  more  effec¬ 
tively  and  less  expensively  by  non- 
Americans. 

For  example,  a  medical  mission 
in  Jordan,  where  thousands  of  refu¬ 
gees  have  fled  Iraq,  may  be  more  ef¬ 
fectively  staffed  by  Arab  Christians 
who  are  fluent  in  the  language  and 
familiar  with  local  customs  than  by 
outsiders. 

But  a  similar  mission  in  Israel 
may  be  more  effectively  staffed  by 
Americans  because  of  restrictive  Is¬ 
raeli  laws  imposed  on  Arabs. 

Each  missional  opportunity  needs 
to  be  evaluated  separately  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  best  approach.  Preferably 
that  evaluation  will  involve  the  in¬ 
put  of  local  “mission  partners”  who 
are  closely  related  to  the  situation. 

One  increasingly  important  facet 
of  "doing  mission”  today  is  the 
need  to  support  the  development  of 
indigenous  leadership.  That  creates 
a  corresponding  need  for  our 
church’s  overseas  mission  person¬ 
nel  to  work  more  behind-the-scenes 
and  less  in  the  limelight. 

As  a  means  of  testing  your  under¬ 
standing  of  the  church’s  mission 
task,  ask  yourself  these  questions 
when  next  you  hear  of  some  global 
hot  spot: 

/  What  opportunity  for  Christian 
mission  is  there  in  this  situation? 

✓  How  might  that  mission  oppor¬ 
tunity  best  be  fulfilled? 

✓  What  can  I  do  through  my  con¬ 
gregation  to  help  accomplish  it? 


Letters  to  the  Editor^ 


Why  must  the  church  debate  everything ? 


I’ve  been  away  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  for  more 
than  15  years.  But  1  recently 
joined  St.  Mark’s  UMC  here  in 
Sacramento  because  of  the 
friendliness  of  the  congregation 
and  ministers. 

As  1  am  reading  our  church’s 
newspaper,  I  am  reminded  of 
something  I  could  never  under¬ 
stand  about  United  Methodists: 

Why  must  every  life  situation 
and  political  situation  become  a 
subject  of  debate  in  the  church? 
And  why  do  United  Methodists 
so  like  to  dictate  to  their  fellow 
members  as  to  what  is  the  correct 
attitude,  at  the  moment,  regard¬ 
ing  various  facets  of  life  be  it 
abortion,  labor  unions,  sexual 
orientation  or  euthanasia? 

Hasn’t  the  split  that  the  Viet¬ 
nam  War  caused  in  our  denomi¬ 
nation  taught  us  that  people  of 
good  will  can  disagree  on  issues; 
and  that  right  and  wrong  are  not 
for  us  to  judge  when  it  comes  to 
others? 

I  personally  will  choose  what  I 
do  on  such  issues  based  on  my 
study  of  the  Bible,  tradition,  reason 
and  guidance  by  the  Spirit  irrespec¬ 
tive  of  the  pronouncements  of  the 
church — any  church.  I  would  hope 
all  others  would  do  the  same. 

Roy  Berger 

Carmichael,  California 


Study  'discouraging' 

It  was  discouraging  and  dis¬ 
heartening  to  read  in  your  con¬ 
clusive  article  that  our  United 
Methodist  officials  spend  so 
much  time  and  money  studying 
homosexuals  and  their  behavior 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  17).  We  are  so 
interested  in  the  findings  of  sci¬ 
entists  and  historians  that  we  ig¬ 
nore  God’s  word! 

It  was  ironic  to  read  in  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  same  issue  of  Dick 
Dunn’s  article  on  “blended” 
families.  If  God  sanctions  any¬ 
thing  in  His  creation  it  is  the 
family  unit.  Our  attention  needs 
to  be  focused  on  the  serious 
problem  of  family  deterioration. 

Our  denomination  and  this  na¬ 
tion  needs  to  hear  a  clear  mes¬ 
sage  of  God’s  word.  Until  this  is 
accomplished  and  our  priorities 
are  in  order,  our  problems  will 
continue  to  increase  while  our 
membership  declines. 

Mrs.  Joan  W.  Stevens 
Pauline,  South  Carolina 

It's  a  smoke  screen 

Your  Aug.  17  issue  reporting 
that  Perkins  Seminary  allowed 
an  educational  forum  on  witch¬ 
craft  during  its  annual  “Women’s 
Week”  symposium  does  not  sur¬ 
prise  me. 

What  does  surprise  me  is  that 


an  associate  dean  of  this  semi¬ 
nary — someone  who  ought  to 
know  more  about  the  things  of 
faith — can  seriously  believe  that 
this  is  only  an  issue  of  “academic 
freedom.”  What  a  smoke  screen! 

In  other  words,  if  Perkins  can  fit 
something  into  the  “academic  free¬ 
dom”  mold,  it’s  okay  to  hold  it  un¬ 
der  their  auspices.  Is  there  anything 
they  won’t  allow?  If  so,  what? 

I  guess  that  this  shouldn’t  sur¬ 
prise  me  either,  considering  the 
age  in  which  we  live.  Wrong  is 
right,  and  right  is  wrong.  There  is 
no  sin,  only  mistakes  in  judg¬ 
ment.  In  such  an  age  “academic 
freedom”  ought  to  cover  up  just 
about  everything. 

A.  Frederick  Walz  Jr. 

Hollywood,  Maryland 

Mandela  gift  disputed 

So  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  will 
consider  a  $20,000  contribution 
to  the  so-called  Mandela  Free¬ 
dom  Fund  (see  UMR,  Aug.  31)! 

I  regret  that  the  board  has  noth¬ 
ing  better  to  do  with  its — our — 
money  or  its  time.  In  fact,  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  proposed  contribution  is 
an  insult  to  many  Methodists. 

All  one  has  to  do  is  to  read  the 
daily  newspapers  and  look  at  TV 
news.  Does  the  board  want  to 


perpetuate  the  killings  between 
the  Mandela  group  and  other 
blacks  by  giving  them  more  mon¬ 
ey?  It’s  ridiculous  to  even  discuss 
the  issue. 

Fred  A.  Rheney 
Smyrna,  Georgia 

Yes,  we're  'leaven' 

Martha  Millican  states  that 
“leaven  in  Scripture  is  a  ’type’  of 
sin,”  and  therefore  Christians 
should  not  be  considered  “leaven 
in  the  lump”  (see  UMR,  Aug.  31). 

There  are  indeed  times  when 
this  is  the  case.  Jesus  himself 
uses  the  metaphor  in  referring  to 
the  “leaven  of  the  Pharisees.” 
However,  Jesus  also  says,  “The 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  leaven 
which  is  hidden  until  the  whole 
loaf  is  leavened.” 

Surely  this  indicates  that  a 
simile  or  metaphor  can  be  used 
in  different  ways  at  different 
times,  and  perhaps  reminds  us 
that  Jesus  Christ  transforms  all 
of  life’s  meaning.  Neither  He  nor 
Scripture  can  be  made  to  fit  any 
given  system  of  theology. 

Warren  S.  Napier 
Longmont,  Coloradp 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275 


What  do  you  «hinio  Here  I  stnnrl 

Live  without  enemies ?  Readers  say  yes,  no  Keep  charity  deduction 


Readers  were  divided  over  whether  it  is  possible  for  Christians  to 
live  in  today's  world  without  enemies  such  as  Iraqi  President  Sad¬ 
dam  Hussein. 


The  Reporter  recently  asked 
readers  to  respond  to  a  question 
posed  by  “Here  I  Stand”  author, 
the  Rev.  William  J.  Bryan  III  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  24):  “Can  we  live  with¬ 
out  an  enemy?”  Here's  a  sampling 
of  your  responses: 

Georgeann  Calendine,  Columbus, 
Ohio:  Of  course  we  can  live  without 
an  enemy.  I  suspect  that  the  Penta¬ 
gon  encourages  belief  in  enemies  in 
order  to  maintain  and  increase  its 
budget. 

I  believe  that  most  citizens  of  any 
given  country  want  to  live  in  peace. 
They  have  no  intrinsic  hatred  of 
other.  It  is  the  “leaders”  of  the 
world  who  are  the  danger.  I  fre¬ 
quently  pray  that  God  will  save  us 
from  our  “leaders.” 

Mrs.  Fred  St.  Amant,  Baker,  La.: 

We  cannot  make  choices  for  Saddam 
Hussein,  for  President  Bush,  for  the 
Pentagon,  for  the  American  people. 
But  each  of  us,  as  a  follower  of  Jesus, 
must  make  his/her  own  choice. 

We  have  to  decide  whether  we 
truly  trust  Jesus  and  His  way,  the 
Way  which  He  proclaimed  and 
lived:  the  Way  of  never  hating,  nev¬ 
er  retaliating,  never  protecting 
Himself,  His  friends  or  His  proper¬ 
ty;  the  Way  of  always  giving,  forgiv¬ 
ing,  and  willingly  taking  the 
consequences  of  His  Way  of  life. 

Juta  Beauchamp,  Ashaway,  R.I.: 

My  answer  to  the  question  “Can  we 
live  without  an  enemy”  is  yes,  we 
can.  But  the  answer  to  the  question 
“Can  Saddam  Hussein  live  without 


an  enemy?”  appears  to  be  no. 

I  do  believe  that  the  answer  to 
both  questions  depend  on  whom  we 
consider  when  we  ask  the  question. 
I  believe  that  we  “ordinary  people” 
can  live  without  an  enemy,  but 
many  arms  of  governments,  and 
many  segments  of  media  seem  to 
need  to  have  an  enemy. 

Mrs.  Roberta  Evans,  Memphis, 
Tenn.:  Will  we  always  have  an  ene¬ 
my?  Yes,  as  long  as  the  Devil  is 
alive  and  well  and  as  long  as  people 
allow  ego  and  greed  to  control  their 
lives. 

But  I  suggest  that  Mr.  Bryan  re¬ 
think  this  article.  All  Arabs  are  not 
members  of  one  nation  just  as  all 
Christians  and  all  Jews  are  not  citi¬ 
zens  of  one  nation. 

So,  who  is  the  enemy?  In  this  case 
the  enemy  is  Saddam  Hussein,  the 
President  of  Iraq,  who  is  an  Arab, 
as  are  most  of  his  people.  Who  is 
the  United  Nations  and  its  mem¬ 
bers  protecting  and  defending?  Sau¬ 
di  Arabia,  whose  king  and  people 
are  also  Arabs.  So  here  we  have  the 
United  States  and  10  other  nations 
defending  one  Arab  nation  against 
another  Arab  nation. 

Joseph  Benham,  Kingwood,  Tex.: 
It  is  true  that  Jesus  said,  “Love  your 
enemies.”  But  can  anyone  contend 
with  a  straight  face  that  Jesus  spoke 
or  acted  lovingly  when  he  called  the 
Pharisees  whitewashed  tombs,  full 
of  putrefied  flesh? 

As  we  approach  the  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Pearl  Harbor,  I  prefer  to  re¬ 
member  the  chaplain  who  shed  his 


vestments  that  Sunday  morning 
and  helped  feed  shells  to  the  anti¬ 
aircraft  guns,  shouting  “Praise  the 
Lord  and  pass  the  ammunition!” 

Audrey  Youngren,  Breckenridge, 
Colo.:  The  definition  of  “enemy” 
implies  that  two  parties  are  neces¬ 
sary.  One  cannot  prevent  another 
from  being  antagonistic,  but  we  do 
not  need  to  act  in  kind. 

We  cannot  be  friends,  at  peace 
with  others,  until  we  accept  ourselves 
as  we  are.  And  so  we  must  know  our¬ 
selves,  be  truthful  about  our  weak¬ 
nesses  and  strengths  and  struggle  to 


world  filled  with  power  and  greed.” 
— The  Rev.  William  F.  Fore,  United 
Methodist  minister  and  visiting  lec¬ 
turer  in  communication,  Yale  Divin¬ 
ity  School 

*  *  * 

“The  evangelist  who  condemns 
others,  listing  sins  and  sinners,  is 
not  telling  the  good  news,  but  is 
driving  away  the  seeker.” 

— The  Rev.  Louise  Stowe  Johns, 
United  Methodist  chaplain,  Julia 
Tutwiler  Prison  for  Women,  We- 
tumpka,  Ala. 


make  the  most  of  our  potential. 

R.  Hylton  Sanders,  Fallbrook, 
Calif.:  In  the  early  1940s  Bishop 
James  C.  Baker,  our  learned  and 
wise  world-citizen  bishop,  told  a 
group  of  us  something  very  sobering 
and  quite  unforgettable. 

He  told  us  that  there  were  four 
great  threats  to  the  free  world:  com¬ 
munism,  fascism,  political  Roman 
Catholicism  and  Islam.  The  first 
two  since  then  have  pretty  well 
done  themselves  in.  The  third  is  so 
subtle  and  persuasive  that  only  in 
such  matters  as  the  abortion  “civil 
war”  get  much  news  space.  The 
fourth  is  of  immediate  interest  be¬ 
cause  of  the  Middle  East. 

1  am  sure  that  Bishop  Baker 
would  agree  on  praying  for  our  ene¬ 
mies.  But  we  had  best  be  aware  that 
there  may  indeed  be  some.  We  must 
try  to  make  them  friends.  We  need 
not  be  content  to  be  their  victims. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Think  not  that  I  have  come  to 
abolish  the  law  and  the  prophets;  I 
have  come  not  to  abolish  them  but 
to  fulfill  them.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


What  others  are  saying; 


“Violence  can  be  brought  to  an 
end  if  the  more  than  70  percent  of 
the  [South  African]  population  who 
are  Christians  stand  up  and  become 
involved.” 

— F.W.  de  Klerk,  State  President  of 
the  Republic  of  South  Africa 
*  *  * 

“A  sense  of  vulnerability,  even  in 
lands  as  seemingly  stable  and  free 
as  the  United  States,  is  indelibly 
etched  into  Jewish  consciousness. 
Every  land  outside  of  Israel  remains 
a  potential  Egypt.  We  are  a  people 


whose  bags  are  always  figuratively 
packed.  It  has  been  Exodus  again 
and  again  and  again.  ‘Let  my  people 
go!’  is  not  only  a  biblical  expression; 
it  is  also  a  contemporary  political- 
action  slogan  for  Jews.” 

— Jewish  participant.  National  Lead¬ 
ership  Conference,  Racine,  Wis. 

*  *  * 

“The  community  of  believers  in 
each  town,  city,  and  metropolis  is 
the  continuing  presence  of  God  in 
society,  and  as  weak  and  faltering  as 
that  may  be,  it  is  a  sign  of  hope  in  a 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Psalms  55:22) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  24 

Monday:  Psalms  106:1-8 
Tuesday:  Psalms  106:  19-48 
Wednesday:  Exodus  32:1-14 
Thursday:  Matthew  20:1-16 
Friday:  Matthew  20:20-28 
Saturday:  Philippians  1:3-18 
Sunday:  Philippians  1:21-27 


By  RICHARD  D.  BAILEY 

The  full  charitable  contribution 
deduction  now  permitted  for  tax¬ 
payers  who  itemize  their  federal  in¬ 
come  tax  deductions  is  good  public 
policy  and  should  be  retained. 

However,  that  deduction  for  ite- 
mizers  will  be  curbed  if  Congress 
enacts  a  proposal  under  consider¬ 
ation  by  congressional  and  White 
House  budget  negotiators. 

The  charitable  deduction  and 
other  tax  incentives  for  charitable 
giving  are  efficient,  unique  and  ben¬ 
eficial  ways  of  nourishing  one  of 
this  nation’s  oldest  traditions:  pri¬ 
vate  giving  for  public  purposes. 

Individual  giving  is  the  lifeblood  of 
our  nation’s  charities.  Tax  incentives 
are  critical  to  individuals’  giving. 

If  this  deduction  is  curbed  even  by 
a  modest  amount,  history  shows  that 
tax  floors  tend  to  increase.  Congress 
keeps  asking  charities  to  do  more  in 
picking  up  the  slack  in  services  result¬ 
ing  from  budgets  cuts.  Hence,  Con¬ 
gress  should  not  allow  charitable  tax 
incentives  to  be  diminished. 

In  1986,  tax  reform  ended  chari¬ 
table  tax  deductions  for  the  72  mil¬ 
lion  Americans  who  do  not  itemize 
their  tax  deductions.  At  the  same 
time,  Congress  made  gifts  of  appre¬ 
ciated  property  subject  to  the  “al¬ 
ternative  minimum  tax.” 

These  proposed  reductions  in  the 
tax  incentives  for  charitable  contri- 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and 
concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the 
church.  The  Rev . 

Richard  D.  Bailey  is 
executive  director  of 
the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Foundation  of 
Western  North  Carolina  Inc.  in  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.C.  (Western  North  Carolina  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 


butions  are  in  addition  to  cuts  in 
federal  spending  for  human  services 
that  have  totaled  $120  billion  from 
1982  to  1990,  exclusive  of  Medicare 
and  Medicaid.  Of  that  $120  billion, 
a  total  of  $32  billion  was  cut  from 
services  provided  by  non-profits. 

A  broad  array  of  services  benefits 
from  the  increased  giving  for  chari¬ 
table  causes,  including  protection 
for  the  environment,  health  re¬ 
search,  food  programs  for  the  home¬ 
less,  schools  and  colleges,  refugee 
crisis  counseling,  youth  services,  civ¬ 
il  rights,  hospitals,  community  and 
international  development,  the  arts, 
housing  for  senior  citizens  and  the 
myriad  of  activities  in  the  public  in¬ 
terest  that  enrich  our  society  and 
protect  its  people. 

United  Methodists  should  con¬ 
tact  their  legislative  representatives 
in  Congress  and  urge  them  to  retain 
the  full  tax  deduction  for  charitable 
contributions. 


Do  You  Know  Your  United 
Methodist  Missionaries  and 
Mission  Projects?* 


Susannah  Wesley  Community 
Center  is  located  where? 


The  Nyadiri  Teachers’  Training 
School  is  located  in  which 
country? 

Which  missionary  couple  serves 
in  Nepal? 


□  Santurce,  PR 

□  Honolulu,  H! 

□  Boise,  ID 

□  Liberia 

□  Zimbabwe 

□  Brazil 

□  Howard  &  Peggy  Heiner 

□  Sonia  &  Douglas  Strawn 

□  Hazel  &  Robert  Buckner 


If  you  want  to  learn  more  about  the  mission  work  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  order  your  new  1991  Prayer  Calendar  (#1257,  @  $5.00  plus 
postage/handling,  available  Nov.  1)  TODAY!  Order  from  SERVICE 
CENTER,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  7820  Reading  Road/Caller 
No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 

*The  first  five  persons  to  answer  these  questions  correctly  will  each  receive 
a  free  1991  Prayer  Calendar  by  sending  the  answers  to:  1991  Prayer 
Calendar,  Room  1337,  475  Riverside  Drive,  NY,  NY  10115. 
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BISHOPS  APPEAL  TO  BUSH:  Un 

ited  Methodist  bishops  from  around  the  world 
appealed  to  President  George  Bush’s  Christian 
conscience  Sept.  10,  urging  diplomatic  strategy 
rather  than  military  action  to  resolve  the  Per¬ 
sian  Gulf  crisis.  “We  call  upon  President  Bush, 
as  a  manifestation  of  his  faith  in  God  as  re 
vealed  in  Jesus  Christ,  to  pursue  every  possible 
political  and  diplomatic  avenue — however 
lengthy — as  a  primary  option,"  read  the  official 
statement  of  the  denomination’s  Council  of 
Bishops.  The  65  bishops  of  the  church  in  the 
United  States,  Puerto  Rico,  Africa,  the  Philip¬ 
pines  and  Europe  also  called  on  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  become  better  informed  about  the 
complexities  of  the  Middle  East  and  to  pray  for 
Mr.  Bush,  an  active  Episcopalian,  and  leaders  in 
Iraq  and  other  Arab  nations. 

EAST-WEST  CHRISTMAS:  East  is 

to  meet  West  for  Christmas  when  two  United 
Methodist  bishops — one  in  Decatur,  Ill.,  the 
other  in  Berlin — preach  at  a 
combined  Christmas  Eve 
worship  service  on  ABC-  _ 

TV.  United  Methodist _ 

Bishops  Woodie  W.  White  •'* 

(Illinois  Area)  and  Rudiger 
Minor  (East  Germany)  are 
to  preach  during  the  joint 
service  at  midnight  Eastern 
time  in  Grace  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Decatur,  and 
at  6  a.m.  in  Friedenskirche 
(Peace  Church)  in  East  Ber¬ 
lin.  Also  to  speak  is  the 
Refv.  Martin  Lange  of  Frie¬ 
denskirche,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  one  of  three 
national  German  church 
leaders  invited  to  moderate 
“the  Roundtable,”  which 
developed  guidelines  for  a  unified  German  gov¬ 
ernment.  ABC  offers  air  time  each  year  to  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  for  “services  re¬ 
lated  to  major  Christian  holy  days,”  said  Shirley 
Whipple  Struchen  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications. 
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Rudiger  Minor 


BACKING  THE  TROOPS:  United 

Methodists  are  supporting  U.S.  troops  serving  in 
the  Middle  East  and  their  families  at  home. 
“Newscope,”  the  church’s  weekly  newsletter,  re¬ 
ported  that  Madison  Street  United  Methodist 
church  in  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  near  the  headquar¬ 
ters  of  the  101st  Airborne  Division,  has  set  up  an 
“adopt-a-family”  network.  It  coordinates  minis¬ 
tries  to  military  families.  Gideon  (Tenn.)  United 
Methodist  Church  has  started  a  letter-writing 
campaign  to  cheer  U.S.  service  members  on  Per¬ 
sian  Gulf  duty.  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Broomall,  Pa.,  has  distributed  about 
700  yellow-ribbon  crosses.  The  crosses  are  to  re¬ 
mind  people  to  pray  for  those  affected  by  the 
Iraqi  invasion  of  Kuwait. 


Iraqi-born  UM  minister  fears  for  family 

Pastor  says  he's  afraid  United  Nations  embargo  of  food,  medicine  hurts  'the  innocent' 


military,  says  an  Iraqi-born  United  Methodist  minister. 


By  CONNIE  NELSON-DANIEL 

BORGER.  Texas — Televised 
images  of  military  troops  and  refu¬ 
gees  on  the  nightly  news  only  am¬ 
plify  Ihsan  Ardhuerumly’s  concern 
for  family  members  caught  in  the 
web  of  the  Middle  East  crisis. 

Dr.  Ardhuerumly — an  Iraqi  na¬ 
tive  and  pastor  of  Borger’s  First 
United  Methodist  Church — said 
he  has  had  no  contact  with  his 
three  brothers  and  three  sisters  in 
Baghdad  since  Iraq’s  invasion  of 
Kuwait  Aug.  2. 

“I  am  concerned  for  their  well¬ 
being!  There  has  been  no  contact 
...  I  don't  think  my  family  could 
leave  the  country  even  if  they 
wanted  to,”  he  said. 

He  is  especially  fearful  for  the 
youngest  victims  of  the  invasion 
and  of  the  United  Nations  embar¬ 
go  on  Iraq  and  occupied  Kuwait. 

“For  humanitarian  reasons,  for 
the  sake  of  the  innocent,  they 
(UN)  should  allow  medicine  and 
food  to  be  sent  to  the  Iraqi  peo¬ 
ple.  Saddam  Hussein  and  the  rest 
will  get  their  food  ...  Iam  con¬ 
cerned  that  the  wrong  people  are 
benefiting  (during  the  embargo)," 
he  said. 

As  events  in  the  Gulf  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  unfold.  Dr.  Ardhuer¬ 
umly  said  prayers  and  support 
from  colleagues  and  parishioners 
have  seen  him  through. 

Born  in  Baghdad.  Dr.  Ard¬ 


huerumly  completed  his  high 
school  education  there.  Pursuit 
of  an  engineering  degree  led  him 
to  the  United  States  in  1952 
“with  $234  and  a  suitcase  to  my 
name,”  he  said.  Following  his 
education,  he  remained  in  this 
country,  became  a  U.S.  citizen, 
and  served  in  the  armed  forces 
for  two  years. 

Reared  a  Moslem,  he  converted 
to  Christianity  after  what  he  terms 
a  “three-year  dialogue”  between 
himself  and  his  wife,  Lillith,  a  de¬ 
vout  Methodist.  Following  his 
conversion,  Dr.  Ardhuerumly  said 
it  was  clear  that  God  was  calling 
him  into  the  ministry. 

But  it  was  13  years  before  Dr. 
Ardhuerumly  forfeited  a  successful 
career  in  business  to  enter  seminary 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas,  where  his  wife  had  begun  to 
train  for  the  ministry. 

“I  think  that  (the  Iraqi  inva¬ 
sion)  was  morally  wrong,  politi¬ 
cally  wrong  and  contrary  to  the 
Islamic  faith  as  I  understand  it,” 
he  said. 

“First  of  all,  in  Arab  countries, 
you  don’t  attack  your  neighbor. 
The  Moslem  faith  is  like  the  ser¬ 
mon  on  the  mount:  to  be  hospita¬ 
ble  to  your  neighbor  and  not  to 
initiate  hostilities. 

"Iraq  did  not  count  on  the 
large  and  wide  opposition  they 
received.  They  thought  it 


wouldn’t  be  a  big  deal  (to  invade 
Kuwait).  I  think  they  miscalcu¬ 
lated  what  President  Bush’s  reac¬ 
tion  would  be,"  he  explained. 

Despite  the  widespread  con¬ 
demnation  of  Saddam  Hussein’s 
act,  the  Iraqi  leader  will  be  slow 
to  admit  he  has  made  a  mistake. 
Dr.  Ardhuerumly  said. 

"One  must  not  lose  face  (in  the 
Arab  world),”  he  said. 

"There  is  a  denial  that  one  is 
actually  wrong.  It’s  not  always  ei¬ 
ther/or;  that’s  why  Arab  tradition 
is  always  ruled  by  consensus,”  he 


explained. 

“My  prayer  now  is  from  Prov¬ 
erbs:  ’Before  you  seek  war,  seek 
not  the  counsel  of  men,’  ”  he  said. 

“That’s  my  prayer  for  folks  on 
all  sides,  to  recognize  that  there 
is  a  higher  will  that  needs  to  be 
consulted;  a  higher  will  which 
speaks  for  peace,”  he  said. 

Ms.  Nelson-Daniel  is  editor  of 
the  Northwest  Texas  conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter,  in  which 
this  story  first  appeared. 


Refugee: 
Iraqis  strip 
Kuwait 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn. — Iraqis 
are  literally  stripping  and  dis¬ 
mantling  Kuwait — taking  incu¬ 
bators,  high-tech  equipment, 
even  street  lights — according  to  a 
young  woman  who  escaped  with 
her  three  children. 

Asking  not  to  be  identified,  she 
is  at  the  home  of  her  United 
Methodist  parents  in  Kalama¬ 
zoo,  Mich.,  where  she  arrived 
Sept.  9. 

In  a  telephone  interview  with 
United  Methodist  News  Service, 
she  said  her  Arab  husband  re¬ 
mains  in  Kuwait,  where  they 
have  lived  for  15  years. 

"We  are  hoping  that  the  re¬ 
moval  of  everything  by  the  Iraqis 
means  they  are  planning  to  even¬ 
tually  leave  the  country,”  she 
said. 

In  addition  to  personal  items 
such  as  furniture,  she  said  the  in- 
vading  troops  have  taken  all 
kinds  of  machinery  and  equip¬ 
ment. 


Escaped  layman  says  Liberian  bishop  was  targeted 


UM-related  hospital  reopens 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Targeted  for 
“possible  elimination”  in  June  by 
Liberia’s  late  President  Samuel  K. 
Doe,  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Arthur  F.  Kulah  of  Monrovia,  Li¬ 
beria,  and  other  church  leaders 
spent  several  weeks  in  hiding  near 
Monrovia  before  escaping  to  Sier¬ 
ra  Leone,  according  to  a  layman 
who  escaped  with  the  bishop. 

Bishop  Kulah  reportedly  ar¬ 
rived  safely  Sept.  2  in  Freetown 
after  escaping  first  by  road  to  Ab¬ 
idjan  on  the  Ivory  Coast,  then 
flying  to  Sierra  Leone,  said  J.  La- 
mark  Cox,  a  Liberian  United 
Methodist  layman. 


The  Liberian  bishop  joined  his 
wife  and  four  children,  who  had 
been  in  Freetown  since  mid-June, 
said  Mr.  Cox,  a  Monrovia-based 
businessman,  now  staying  in 
North  Carolina  with  his  children. 

In  a  telephone  interview  with 
United  Methodist  News  Service, 
Mr.  Cox  said  he  and  Bishop  Ku¬ 
lah  were  among  several  church 
leaders  “targeted  for  elimina¬ 
tion”  by  Mr.  Doe’s  forces. 

The  possible  reason,  Mr.  Cox 
said,  was  because  the  bishop  had 
led  two  interfaith  peace  marches 
opposing  the  civil  war  earlier  this 
year. 

Just  days  before  Bishop  Ku- 
lah’s  home  was  ransacked  and 
later  “burned  to  the  ground,”  the 


bishop  received  a  warning  that 
“he  was  being  searched  for”  by 
military  men  and  fled  to  a  safe 
house,  Mr.  Cox  said. 

"Bishop  Kulah  wanted  to  stick 
it  out  in  Liberia  for  as  long  as 
possible:  we  were  literally  house¬ 
bound  for  nearly  two  months.” 
he  added. 

Mr.  Cox,  a  layman  in  charge  of 
the  Liberian  Annual  Conference’s 
Advance  Fund,  said  he  knew  little 
of  the  fate  of  other  United  Method¬ 
ist  persons  and  property  in  Liberia. 

More  than  63,000  United 
Methodists  reside  i.i  the  country. 

Mr.  Cox  described  the  current 
war  there  as  "horrible,  with  mas¬ 
sive  losses  of  human  life.” 

Mr.  Cox  said  he  and  the  bish- 


Despite  the  ongoing  civil  war 
in  Liberia,  the  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  Ganta  Hospital  has 
been  reopened.  It  had  been 
closed  by  warring  forces  early  in 
the  months-long  war. 

The  Rev.  Robert  R.  Fletcher, 
staff  executive  for  the  Africa 
Desk  at  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 


op  met  with  Charles  Taylor,  lead¬ 
er  of  one  rebel  group,  on  the  road 
to  Abidjan. 

"He  was  very  cordial  to  the  bish¬ 
op  and  wished  him  well.  We  have 
no  indications  that  Mr.  Taylor  has 


New  York,  said  Dr.  Kou  Gbo- 
kolo,  a  female.  Catholic  doctor, 
is  seeing  patients  there  and  has 
established  an  outlying  clinic  in 
the  Ganta  community. 

Mr.  Fletcher  added  that  a  ship¬ 
ment  of  rice  will  be  sent  to  Sierra 
Leone  for  refugee  ministries  this 
month. 


anything  against  the  bishop,”  Mr. 
Cox  said.  “We  are  hoping  that 
some  point  of  understanding  be¬ 
tween  warring  factions  can  be 
reached  and  our  country  can  move 
in  the  right  direction.” 


—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Heifer  Project  saves  2,000  U.S .  cows  slated  to  be  killed 
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DON  ROQUE,  Mexico— United  Methodist  missionary  Terry  Henderson  herds  offspring  of  a  cow  saved 
from  the  U.S.  dairy  termination  program  by  Heifer  Project. 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

PUEBLA,  Mexico — The  “x” 
branded  on  her  face,  marking  her  for 
extermination,  has  almost  faded  now. 

With  United  Methodist  help,  the 
Jersey,  a  purebred, U.S.  dairy  cow 
capable  of  producing  more  than 
,12,000  pounds  of  milk  each  year, 
traveled  some  2.000  miles  to  escape 
slaughter. 

She  and  her  offspring  now  graze 
oi^an  open  range  near  the  village  of 
Don  Roque,  Mexico.  Their  milk 
contributes  to  the  health  of  the  400- 
family  community  there. 

She  is  just  one  of  nearly  2,000 
U.S.  dairy  cows  that  Heifer  Project 
International  saved  from  extinc¬ 
tion — most  of  them  through  Heifer 
Project  of  Mexico. 

“The  Save  the  Cows  Program  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  projects  we 
ever  attempted,”  Terry  Henderson 
told  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Henderson  and  his  wife, 
Muriel,  are  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  assigned  by  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  direc¬ 
tors  of  Heifer  Project  of  Mexico. 
The  project  is  jointly  sponsored  by 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  Methodist  Chufch  of  Mexico. 

Its  purpose — like  the  purpose  of 
its  partner  organization,  Heifer  Proj¬ 
ect  International — is  to  serve  God 
and  the  world  by  distributing  ani¬ 
mals  and  providing  training  about 
how  to  raise  animals  to  hungry  and 
malnourished  people. 

Moving  cattle  is  big  job 

Funneling  nearly  1,800  of  the 
nearly  2,000  head  of  cattle  across 
the  border  and  into  southern  Mexi¬ 
co  was  a  mammoth  undertaking, 
the  Hendersons  said.  They  invited 
Alfredo  Cesar,  a  Mexican  Method¬ 
ist  then  working  in  Dallas,  to  head 
the  project. 

The  animals  were  trucked  in  three 
convoys  into  Mexico  through  Arizo¬ 
na.  All  animals  had  to  be  rested,  wa¬ 
tered  and  fed  en  route  over  desert, 
through  cities,  up  mountains  and 


across  valleys  green  with  sugar  cane. 

Mr.  Cesar  had  only  a  year  to  find 
the  1,800  families  or  groups  who 
would  receive  the  animals  as  gifts. 

"That  is  not  as  easy  as  it  sounds,” 
Mr.  Cesar  said.  “The  family  had  to 
have  the  desire  for  the  animal,  the 
necessary  means  to  support  it  and 
still  be  in  need." 

The  poorest  of  the  poor  are  not 
candidates  for  a  gift  animal  because 
they  can’t  afford  to  feed  it,  the  Hen¬ 
dersons  said.  All  these  people  are 
able  to  do  in  their  extreme  poverty 
is  kill  it  and  eat  it. 

Until  the  villagers  of  Don  Roque 
received  their  Heifer  Project  cows, 
“they  mostly  had  scrawny  beef  cat¬ 
tle  that  brought  a  little  income," 
Mr.  Cesar  said,  “but  did  little  to 
feed  the  children. 

“Now  the  children  have  milk  to 
drink,  and  everyone  in  the  village 
wants  a  Jersey  or  a  Brown  Swiss 
Heifer  Project  cow.” 


The  1,800  cows  Heifer  Project  of 
Mexico  distributed  to  needy  people 
were  only  a  tiny  part  of  the  almost  1.6 
million  milk-producing  cows  slaugh¬ 
tered  in  the  United  States  between 
April  1986  and  September  1987. 

Millions  of  cows  killed 

The  massive  slaughter  of  dairy  ani¬ 
mals  was  the  result  of  the  1985  Farm 
Bill  supported  by  the  dairy  industry. 

According  to  Charles  Shaw,  dairy 
economist  for  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  the  Dairy  Termination 
Program  was  designed  to  reduce  the 
production  of  surplus  milk  in  the 
United  States  by  12  billion  pounds. 

At  that  time,  16.5  billion  pounds 
of  surplus  milk  and  milk  products 
were  purchased  annually  by  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  as  a 
part  of  the  federal  government  farm 
price  support  program. 

The  government  paid  dairy  farm¬ 
ers  who  agreed  to  be  part  of  the  ter- 


mination  program  to  stop  milk 
production  for  five  years.  Participat¬ 
ing  farmers  then  had  to  export  their 
cows  or  to  sell  them  for  slaughter. 

Some  farmers  wanted  to  donate 
their  animals  to  help  others  in  other 
countries.  They  contacted  Heifer 
Project  International.  That  was  the 
beginning  of  the  “Save  the  Cows” 
program. 

Forty  donated  cows  were  sent  to 
Honduras;  100  went  to  Jordan.  Ship¬ 
ping  proved  expensive,  however,  so 
most  were  trucked  to  Mexico. 

Although  the  Dairy  Termination 
Program  is  over.  Heifer  Project  of 
Mexico  continues  its  livestock  de¬ 
velopment  mission  begun  in  1977. 

Heifer  Project  of  Mexico  is  par¬ 
tially  funded  by  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church,  “Give  ye 
them  to  eat,"  No.  007629-3R-A. 
The  Advance  is  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  program  of  second-mile  giving. 


Termination 
plan  causes 
milk  shortage 

Today’s  high  cost  of  milk  may  be 
the  result  of  the  Farm  Bill  of  1985 
and  the  Dairy  Termination  Pro¬ 
gram,  United  Methodist  layman 
Buddy  Coleman  says. 

Mr.  Coleman,  president  of  Cole¬ 
man  Dairy  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  said 
the  massive  extermination  of  dairy 
cows  in  1986  and  1987  "certainly 
did  reduce  the  surplus"  of  milk  (see 
related  article). 

“We  wound  up  having  a  shortage 
of  raw  milk,”  he  said.  “Look  at 
what’s  happened  to  the  cost  of  raw 
milk  since  1 986.  We’re  having  a  cri¬ 
sis.  We’re  at  the  highest  price  of  raw 
milk  ever.  Facts  are  facts." 

In  1986,  dairy  plants,  like  Cole¬ 
man  Dairy,  that  process  raw  milk 
into  products  such  as  homogenized 
milk,  skim  milk  and  ice  cream  paid 
$12.33  per  hundred  pounds  of  raw 
milk.  In  1990,  they  are  paying 
$14.50  for  the  same  amount  of  raw- 
milk.  according  to  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  figures. 

This  17.6  percent  increase  raises 
prices  to  consumers  nationwide  on 
milk  and  milk  products. 

Noble  Anderson,  Southern  Re¬ 
gion  manager  of  Associated  Milk 
Producers,  doesn’t  agree  that  the 
higher  cost  of  raw  milk  is  entirely 
the  result  of  the  Dairy  Termination 
Program.  He  said  that  droughts  in 
recent  seasons  have  also  affected 
raw  milk  prices. 

He  does,  however,  agree  with  Mr. 
Coleman  that  the  surplus  has  disap¬ 
peared. 

Dr.  Charles  Shaw,  dairy  economist 
for  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  told  the  Reporter  that  in  1985 
surplus  milk  purchases  cost  the  feder¬ 
al  government  $2.1  billion.  In  1990, 
the  cost  has  been  $500  million. 

— DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
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Faith 

= connections 

ETHICIST  DIES:  A  noted  United  Meth¬ 
odist  scholar  of  Christian  social  ethics  and  an  ac¬ 
tive  participant  in  the  ecumenical,  peace  and 
women's  movements  died  of  cancer  in  Boston 
Sept,  10.  Dr.  Jane  Carey  Peck,  58,  a  Forsyth,  Ga., 
native,  had  taught  religion  at  Andover  Newton 
Theological  School  in  Newton  Centre,  Mass., 
since  1973.  Dr.  Peck  was  an  active  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Williamstown, 
Mass.,  for  20  years.  She  served  on  the  governing 
board  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches  for 
more  than  a  dozen  years  as  a  United  Methodist 
representative.  Dr.  Peck  represented  The  United 
Methodist  Church  at  the  6th  Assembly  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  in  Vancouver,  British 
Columbia,  in  1983  and  had  been  selected  as  a  del¬ 
egate  to  the  World  Council’s  7th  Assembly  next 
year  in  Canberra,  Australia. 

EXECUTIVE  RESIGNS:  Jean  Robin¬ 
son,  associate  general  secretary  for  finance  and 
administration  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  resigned  Sept.  1 4  to  be¬ 
come  general  counsel  for  the  Goodwill  Indus¬ 
tries  Corporation.  Ms.  Robinson  was  named  to 
the  Church  and  Society  staff  in  October  1988. 

NEW  TRAINING:  Pastors  in  training 
at  United  Methodism’s  largest  seminary,  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University  in 
Atlanta,  are  enrolled  in  a  new  program,  Black 
Church  Studies.  The  program  helps  students 
leant  to  battle  socioeconomic  class  struggles, 
help  families  in  crises  and  overcome  lackluster 
spiritual  leadership.  The  course  to  prepare  pas¬ 
tors  for  specialized  ministries  in  black  and  mul¬ 
tiracial  settings  was  launched  at  the  nearly 
700-student  school  in  early  September  after  10 
years’  planning,  said  the  Rev.  Robert  M.  Frank¬ 
lin,  professor  and  director  of  the  new  program. 

LISTENING  POST:  The  churchwide 
committee  to  study  homosexuality  has  sched¬ 
uled  another  “listening  post”  from  9  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.  Oct.  6  at  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  222  N.W.  15th  St.,  Oklahoma  City.  Ar¬ 
rangements  to  address  the  panel  should  be 
made  by  writing  Judy  Rife,  Coordinator,  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Study  Homosexuality,  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries,  601  W.  Riverview  Ave., 
Dayton,  Ohio  45406. 

NEW  CONGREGATIONS:  Train¬ 
ing  for  pastors  and  their  spouses  serving  new 
congregations  is  scheduled  for  Nov.  26-30  in 
Oakland,  Calif.  The  event  is  sponsored  jointly 
by  the  general  boards  of  Discipleship  and  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 


U.S.  membership,  worship  up  but  giving  lags 

1990  Yearbook  gives  latest  information  on  American  and  Canadian  church  statistics 


Compiled  from  news  services 

Total  church  membership  in 
the  United  States  grew  slightly 
faster  than  the  population  during 
1988,  latest  statistics  show. 

During  the  following  year, 
worship  attendance  by  certain 
age  groups  reached  an  all-time 
high.  But  increases  in  the  giving 
reported  by  mainline  Protestant 
churches  during  1988  didn’t  keep 
up  with  inflation. 

Those  are  some  facts  con¬ 
tained  in  the  1990  Yearbook  of 
American  and  Canadian 
Churches.  The  58th  edition  of 
the  statistical  reference  book  was 
released  Sept.  7. 

Members  total  145  million 

Total  church  membership  in 
1988  increased  1.1  percent  over 
1987  to  145.4  million.  The  U.S. 
population  grew  by  1  percent 
over  the  same  period. 

The  gain  means  that  58.7  per¬ 
cent  of  Americans  belonged  to  a 
church,  synagogue  or  other  reli¬ 


gious  congregation  in  1988. 

A  Gallup  Poll  reported  in  the 
yearbook  showed  that,  during 
1989,  43  percent  of  adults  and  57 
percent  of  teen-agers  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  said  they  attended 
church  or  synagogue  during  the 
week  before  being  interviewed. 

The  statistic  for  teen  atten¬ 
dance  was  the  highest  since  the 
Gallup  Organization  began  col¬ 
lecting  such  data  in  1980.  For 
adults,  the  number  was  the  high¬ 
est  since  1967. 

The  poll  found  lowest  atten¬ 
dance  overall  among  young 
adults  18-26.  Thirty-two  percent 
reported  going  to  religious  ser¬ 
vices  in  1989. 

Attendance  improves  as  peo¬ 
ple  mature,  the  poll  shows.  Forty 
percent  of  those  30-49  and  52 
percent  of  those  50  and  older  go 
to  worship  in  an  average  week. 

Income  falls 

Despite  the  membership  and 
worship  trends,  nine  Protestant 
denominations — including  The 


United  Methodist  Church — lost 
real  income  during  1988.  Figures 
on  per-capita  giving  to  those  nine 
denominations  are  reported  reg¬ 
ularly  in  the  yearbook. 

The  average  individual  contri¬ 
bution  in  those  nine  denomina¬ 
tions  rose  4  percent  to  $345  from 
$331.  The  inflation  rate  for  the 
year  was  4.4  percent. 

In  addition  to  receipts  falling 
behind  inflation,  those  nine  de¬ 
nominations  suffered  a  0.4  per¬ 
cent  loss  in  overall  membership 
during  1988. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
the  nation’s  largest  religious 
body,  grew  by  2.66  percent  to 
54.9  million. 

The  nation’s  largest  Protestant 
denomination,  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  reported  a 
0.27  percent  membership  growth 
to  14.8  million. 

Among  mainline  Protestant  de¬ 
nominations — including  The 
United  Methodist  Church — mem¬ 
bership  declines  that  started  in  the 
1960s  continued  through  1988. 


5  Fastest  Growing  U.S.  Denominations  in  1987-88 


Denomination 

1.  Presbyterian  Church  in  America 

2.  Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance 

3.  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

4.  Church  of  the  Foursquare  Gospel 

5.  Roman  Catholic  Church 


'87  members  '88  members  Change 

190,970  208,394  +9.1% 

244,296  259,612  +  6.3% 

773,218  804,639  +  4.1%' 

192,327  198,715  +3.3% 

53,496,862  54,918,949  +2.7% 


SOURCE:  Yearbook  of  American  and  Canadian  Churches  1990.  Latest  data  available. 


5  Fastest  Declining  U.S.  Denominations  in  1987-88 


Denomination 

1.  Church  of  the  Brethren 

2.  Reformed  Church  in  America 

3.  Christian  Church  (Disciples) 
3.  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
5.  American  Baptist  Churches 


'87  members  '88  members  Change 

154,067  151,169  —1.88% 

338,348  333,798  —1.34% 

1,086,668  1,073,119  —1.25%  ' 

2,967,781  2,929,608  —1.25% 

1,568,778  1,549,563  —1.22% 


SOURCE:  Yearbook  of  American  and  Canadian  Churches  1990.  Latest  data  available. 


United  Methodist  membership 
in  the  U.S.  fell  0.8  percent  in 
1988  to  8.9  million. 

Counts  also  were  down  in  the 
American  Baptist  Churches  in 
the  U.S.A,  by  1.2  percent  to  1.5 
million,  in  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  by  1.25  per¬ 


cent  to  I  1  million,  in  the  Episco¬ 
pal  Church  by  0.3  percent  to  2.5 
million,  in  the  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  in  America  by  0.7 
percent  to  5.3  million,  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.)  by 
1.25  percent  to  2.9  million  and  in 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  by  1 . 
percent  to  1.6  million. 


More  women,  minorities  are  enrolled  in  seminaries 


Religious  News  Service 

Seminary  enrollment  and  en¬ 
rollment  of  women  seminarians 
are  up  a  bit,  according  to  the 
1990  Yearbook  of  American  and 
Canadian  Churches. 

A  5.1  percent  increase  in  semi- 

Conservative 

From  news  and  staff  reports 

If  younger  “baby  boomers" 
join  a  church,  they  are  likely  to 
pick  a  conservative  denomina¬ 
tions,  recent  research  shows. 

Their  older  brothers  and  sisters, 
on  the  other  hand,  are  likely  to  be 
involved  in  alternative  religions. 

Those  are  two  findings  of  a 
study  in  the  just-released  1990 
Yearbook  of  American  and  Ca¬ 
nadian  Churches,  prepared  annu- 


nary  enrollment  from  1987  re¬ 
versed  a  slow  decline  which 
began  in  1984. 

Opening  fall  enrollment  in 
1989  for  the  203  seminaries  in 
the  Association  of  Theological 
Schools  was  56,082,  the  Year¬ 
book  reported. 


ally  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

Differing  “baby  boomer”  pref¬ 
erences  for  religious  affiliations 
are  noted  in  “Return  of  the  Baby 
Boomers  to  Organized  Religion,” 
by  Dr.  Wade  Clark  Roof  of  the 
Department  of  Religion  at  the 
University  of  California  at  Santa 
Barbara. 

The  return  to  church  of  the 
nearly  77  million  baby  boomers — 
roughly  one-third  of  the  U.S.  pop- 


From  1970  to  1989  black  semi¬ 
narians  increased  steadily  from 
808,  or  2.6  percent,  to  3,814,  or 
6.8  percent  of  the  total  enrollment. 

At  the  same  time  Hispanic  en¬ 
rollment  went  from  264  or  0.8 
percent,  to  1,483,  or  2.6  percent 
of  the  total;  Pacific/Asian-Ameri- 


ulation — has  been  noted  over  the 
past  two  years  in  “Reaching  the 
Baby  Boomers,”  an  age-level  min¬ 
istry  seminar  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

New,  however,  is  Dr.  Roofs 
finding  that  the  younger  part  of 
the  generation — bom  from  1955 
to  1964 — is  returning  to  religion 
in  greater  numbers  than  their 
older’  counterparts — bom  from 
1946  to  1954. 


can  enrollment  increased  to  2,058 
students,  a  jump  from  1.1  percent 
to  3.7  percent  of  the  total. 

Women  made  up  29  percent  of 
the  1989  figures,  but  the  16,270 
women  enrolled  represented  only  a 
0. 1  percent  increase  from  the  year 
before.  The  average  growth  for  the 
last  five  years  was  2.9  percent. 

But,  in  1972  when  the  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Theological  Schools  start¬ 
ed  collecting  enrollment  data, 
there  were  3,358  women  in  semi¬ 
naries.  They  were  only  10.2  per¬ 
cent  of  the  total  enrollment. 

In  “A  Study  of  Women  in  Min¬ 
istry:  God  Calls,  Man  Chooses," 
Dr.  Juanne  N.  Clarke  and  Dr. 
Grace  Anderson  of  Wilfred  Lauri- 
er  University  in  Ontario  report 
on  the  experience  of  women  in 
the  four  major  Protestant  Canadi¬ 
an  churches. 

Less  than  30  percent  of  the 


women  in  ministry  in  the  Angli¬ 
can,  Baptist,  Presbyterian  and 
United  Church  of  Canada  are 
“sole  pastor,  senior  pastor  or  co- 
minister,”  according  to  the 
study. 

The  report  shows  that  women 
are  “concentrated  in  the  assistant 
and  associate  levels,  among  the 
ranks  of  Christian  education  direc¬ 
tors,  as  chaplains,  (and)  in  the  head 
offices  of  denominations  as  staff, 
executive  assistant  and  secretary.” 

The  authors  cited  the  “frustra¬ 
tions”  experienced  by  the  women 
as  a  result  of  what  the  women  felt 
were  "outmoded  limitations  on 
the  work  they  could  perform.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  women 
ministers  said  a  major  objective 
they  felt  in  their  calling  was  the 
opportunity  “to  redefine  the  tra- 
ditional  roles  of  women  and 
men”  in  ministry. 


faith  appeals  to  'boomers' 


Lottery  winner  to  share  windfall  with  church 


By  SUZANNE  CALVIN 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

DENVER — A  suburban  Denver 
United  Methodist  congregation,  fi¬ 
nancially  burdened  for  the  past  four 
years,  will  share  in  a  recent  $2.2 
million  Colorado  Lotto  prize,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  winner. 

Dorothy  Day,  charter  member  of 
St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  won  the  prize  in  the  state’s 
twice-a-week  drawing  Aug.  18.  She 
waited  for  more  than  a  week  to 
claim  the  prize  until  her  daughter, 
Arlene  Dykstra,  an  attorney,  re¬ 
turned  from  vacation. 

Ms.  Day  said  that  while  she  had 
previously  purchased  tickets,  the 
purchase  of  the  winning  ticket  was 
actually  an  error.  A  clerk  misunder¬ 
stood  her  request  and  gave  her  two 
tickets  whose  numbers  were  chosen 
by  a  computer. 

Ms.  Day,  68,  who  substitutes  as  a 
teaching  assistant  to  supplement 
her  Social  Security  income,  said  she 
doesn’t  intend  to  change  her 
lifestyle.  Two  days  after  claiming 
her  first  check  for  $42,186,  after 


CLASSIFIED 


INTERNAL  AUDITOR  WE  HAVE  A  chaUeng- 
ing  opportunity  available  in  our  Internal  Audit  De¬ 
partment.  Minimum  qualifications  for  this  position 
are:  Two  years  auditing  (internal)  experience  with  a 
major  CPA  or  fmancial/insurance  firm  with  related 
work  experience  in  internal  control  procedures,  fa¬ 
miliarity  with  computers  and  spreadsheet  analysis. 
Requires  strong  leadership,  analytical  and  commu¬ 
nication  skills.  Bachelor's  degree,  preferable  in  ac¬ 
counting.  We  offer  an  excellent  salary  and  benefit 
package.  For  consideration,  send  resume  along 
with  salary  history  to:  Human  Resources  Depart¬ 
ment.  General  Board  of  Pensions,  1200  Davis 
Street.  Evanston,  1L  6020 1 . 


CAMP  DIRECTOR  NEEDED,  FULL-TIME, 
vear-round  camp  in  mountains  of  Southern  New 
Mexico.  Send  resumes  to:  Sacramento  Methodist 
Assembly.  P.O.  Box  188,  Sacramento,  NM  88347, 
for  additional  information  call  (505)  687-3414, 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  FULL  PROGRAM.  Aver¬ 
age  worship-  1,000.  salary  above  S 30.000  plus 
benefits.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Box  809, 
Ft.  Myers,  FL  33902.  (813)  332-1152. 
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DENVER — Lottery  winner  Dorothy  Day  is  congratulated  by  her  pas¬ 
tor,  the  Rev.  William  P.  Selby  of  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church. 
Ms.  Day,  who  is  the  church's  financial  secretary,  has  pledged  to 
share  her  winnings  with  the  financially  troubled  congregation. 


taxes,  she  had  already  accepted  two 
substitute  assignments  for  that 
week. 

“The  only  difference  it  will  make 
is  that  now  I  will  be  able  to  help 
others  in  ways  I  could  not  before,” 


Ms.  Day  said. 

She  said  she  had  often  joked  with 
the  Rev.  William  P.  Selby,  the 
church’s  pastor,  about  winning  the 
lottery. 

“I  used  to  say  to  him,  ‘If  only  1 


could  win  the  lottery,  we  could  keep 
the  doors  open,’”  Ms.  Day  said. 

Probably  no  one  has  a  greater  un¬ 
derstanding  of  St.  Luke’s  struggle  to 
keep  the  doors  open  than  Ms.  Day, 
financial  secretary  there  since  1983. 

"She  joined  the  church  at  its 
chartering  in  January  1983  and  is 
one  of  seven  remaining  charter 
members,”  Mr.  Selby  said.  “She  has 
stuck  with  us  through  thick  and 
thin.” 

St.  Luke’s  financial  woes  have 
largely  stemmed  from  high  property 
costs  in  its  fast-growing  Highlands 
Ranch  location,  southwest  of  Den¬ 
ver,  he  said.  While  the  area  is  grow¬ 
ing,  its  population  is  subject  to 
moves  because  many  of  the  resi¬ 
dents  are  young  professionals. 

Ms.  Day  said  she  is  uncertain  ex¬ 
actly  how  she  will  share  her  Lotto 
prize  with  the  church  and  will  first 
get  legal  and  financial  advice.  How¬ 
ever,  she  said  she  knows  the  church 
is  among  those  she  wants  to  help. 

"St.  Luke’s  is  my  extended  fam¬ 
ily,”  she  said. 

Suzanne  Calvin  is  editor  of  the 
Rocky  Mountain  conference  edition 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


Volunteer  Staff  Needed 

Administrative  Assistant 
Secretary  and  Maintenance 

SI  FAT 

Servants  In  Faith  and  Technology 
Rt.  1  D-14,  Lineville,  AL  36266 
(205)  396-2017 

An  Advance  Special  of  the  UMC,  SIFAT  is  a 
training  center  in  appropriate  technology 
for  ministry  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

Retirees  and  others  welcome! 


UM  youths  fund  videos 
for  teens'  AIDS  education 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 

Southern  Methodist  University  \ 

Faculty  Openings  fm 

Tenure  track  positions  are  open  in  the  following  fields: 

•  Christian  Education  (search  re-opened) 

•  Pastoral  Care  (search  re-opened) 

•  Systematic  Theology 

Ph.D.  degree  or  equivalent  degree  and  demonstrated  competency  in  teaching 
and  scholarship  required,  women  and  ethnic  minority  persons  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
Date  of  appointment,  rank  and  salary  negotiable.  Deadline  for  applications, 

November  15, 1990.  Write  to  Office  of  the  Dean,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas, 
Texas  75275-0133  and  enclose  C.V.  SMU  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity/ 
Title  DC  employer. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— United  Method¬ 
ist  youth  are  reaching  out  to  other 
youth  with  an  important  message — 
how  to  protect  themselves  from  the 
deadly  AIDS  virus. 

Since  January,  the  National  Youth 
Ministry  Organization  (NYMO)  has 
given  more  than  $8,000  from  its 
Youth  Service  Fund  to  aid  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  two  videos  and  accompany¬ 
ing  resources  on  AJDS,  both  due  out 
in  early  1991. 

The  fund,  administered  by  NYMO, 
is  supported  by  money  raised  by  local 
United  Methodist  youth  groups  across 
the  church  for  regional,  national  and 
international  projects  addressing  youth 
concerns. 

The  money  was  given  to  the  inde¬ 
pendent  resources  because  AIDS 


education  resources  for  teens  from 
official  United  Methodist  sources 
are  in  short  supply. 

Concerns  that  teens,  as  the  fastest- 
growing  age  group  testing  HIV-posi¬ 
tive,  "get  relatively  few  resources  that 
speak  to  them”  motivated  NYMO  de¬ 
cision-makers  to  back  the  two  projects 
produced  outside  denominational 
curriculum,  said  Angela  Gay  Kinkead 
of  the  NYMO  program  staff. 

One  video,  being  produced  by  the 
Vanderbilt  University  AIDS  Proj¬ 
ect  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  is  aimed 
specifically  toward  church-based 
youth  groups. 

A  second  product,  “Spread  the 
Word,”  which  includes  a  video, 
workbook  and  computer  disk,  will  be 
marketed  to  youth  organizations  in 
schools,  churches  and  other  settings. 


What  do  YOU 
believe? 

Completely  revised  and  expanded  for 
the  1990s,  Major  United  Methodist 
Beliefs  by  Mack  B.  Stokes  can  help  you 
understand  what  United  Methodists 
believe  and  what  beliefs  are  held  in 
common  with  other  Wesleyan 
denominations. 

Also  ideal  for  use  by  confirmation  classes 
or  study  groups.  This  latest  revision 
supports  the  new  U.M.  theological 
statement.  Abingdon  Press 

MR9-229243.  Paper,  $3.95 

What  did  HE 
believe? 

It  is  a  compelling  account  of  the  days 
when  The  Methodist  Church  was  this 
country's  largest,  most  powerful  Protestant 
Church  Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam: 
Paladin  of  Liberal  Protestantism,  by 
Robert  Moats  Miller,  captures  the  life  and 
times  of  a  notable,  liberal,  and 
controversial  churchman. 

A  mighty  force  in  the  U.S.  liberal 
Protestant  establishment,  Bishop  Oxnam 
was  deeply  involved  in  the  politics,  public  issues,  diplomacy, 
economics,  and  social  action  of  the  1936-1963  period.  This 
compelling  biography  is  a  dramatic  account  of  the  church  during  a 
critical  period  of  our  history.  Abingdon  Press 

MR9-035643.  Hardcover,  $29.95 
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Large  number  of  Mideast  refugees 
straining  church  agencies'  aid  efforts 


Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Church  relief 
agencies  have  rushed  to  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  the  refugees  who  have  fled 
Iraq  and  Kuwait  since  the  Aug.  2 
Iraqi  invasion,  a  flood  tide  of  peo¬ 
ple  estimated  at  between  20,000 
and  40,000  per  day. 

The  World  Council  of  Churches 
has  made  a  global  appeal  for 
$300,000  for  emergency  relief,  and 
Church  World  Service,  relief  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
has  assumed  responsibility  for 
$7  5,000  of  that  total. 

“Although  most  of  the  world’s  at¬ 
tention  is  focused  on  the  possibility 
of  war  breaking  out  in  the  Gulf  re¬ 
gion,  there  are  already  numerous 
victims  to  be  cared  for,  including 
the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  refu¬ 
gees  who  have  been  made  homeless 


by  events  in  the  Gulf,”  said  the 
Rev.  Dale  Bishop,  director  of  the 
Middle  East  Office  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches. 

The  Rev.  Franklin  Graham,  pres¬ 
ident  of  Samaritan’s  Purse,  an 
evangelical  mission  organization  in 
Boone,  N.C.,  noted  that  many  of 
the  refugees  are  impoverished  peo¬ 
ple  who  had  gone  to  Iraq  from  such 
countries  as  Egypt,  Pakistan,  Ban¬ 
gladesh  and  the  Philippines  to  find 
work. 

“Now,  as  a  result  of  Saddam  Hus¬ 
sein’s  brutality,  they’ve  had  to  flee,” 
said  Mr.  Graham,  son  of  evangelist 
Billy  Graham. 

Samaritan’s  Purse  has  rushed  emer¬ 
gency  shipments  of  food,  milk  pow¬ 
der,  vitamins  and  blankets  to  Jordan. 

“We  received  a  plea  for  help  from 
church  officials  there,”  Mr.  Gra¬ 
ham  said.  “They  are  serving  16,000 


meals  a  day  to  refugees  and  have 
been  overwhelmed  by  the  hordes  of 
people  seeking  food,  shelter  and 
medical  care.” 

Kenlynn  Schroeder,  disaster  di¬ 
rector  for  Church  World  Service, 
said  that  many  Egyptians  are  head¬ 
ing  for  the  port  of  Aqaba,  where 
they  are  taken  by  four  ferries  across 
the  Red  Sea.  She  said  water  and 
sanitary  facilities  are  in  short  sup¬ 
ply,  shelter  is  scarce  and  food  is 
quickly  running  out. 

“These  needs  are  especially  cru¬ 
cial  because  of  the  extremely  hot 
and  dry  desert  conditions  and  the 
harrowing  trip  that  most  of  these 
people  have  had  to  endure,”  said 
Ms.  Schroeder. 

Catholic  Relief  Services  donated 
an  initial  $15,000  Aug.  23  to  help 
provide  food  to  the  Egyptian  refu¬ 
gees.  It  gave  an  additional  $25,000 


Sept.  5  through  its  counterpart,  the 
Pontifical  Mission  of  Palestine,  to 
purchase  several  hundred  tents  for  a 
camp  which  is  sheltering  about  half 
of  the  60,000  people  concentrated 
on  the  border  area  between  Jordan 
and  Iraq. 

Lutheran  World  Relief  has  given 
$30,000  in  response  to  emergency 
appeals  for  the  Gulf  refugees,  in¬ 
cluding  $25,000  to  Lutheran  World 
Federation/World  Service  to  help 
repatriate  Bangladesh  nationals 
who  have  been  stranded  in  Jordan 
and  $5,000  to  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  to  help  alleviate  refugee  needs 
in  Jordan. 

The  Mennonite  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  has  allocated  $10,000  to  pur¬ 
chase  tents,  mattresses,  blankets 
and  food  for  refugees  in  Amman, 
Jordan’s  capital. 


Kansas  woman's  dream  sends  young 
women  on  mission  visits  across  nation 


By  KATHY  KRUGER  NOBLE 

Louise  Dutcher  had  a  dream  in 
the  late  1 940’s.  She  wanted  to  orga¬ 
nize  trips  for  high  school  girls  from 
Kansas  to  visit  mission  sites  across 
the  United  States. 

A  deaconess,  Louise  Dutcher  was 
director  of  youth  work  and  secre¬ 
tary  of  mission  personnel  for  the 
Central  Kansas  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Church  when  her  dream 
first  came  true  in  1950. 

Now  retired  and  living  in  Boul¬ 
der,  Colo.,  Louise  Dutcher-Johnson 
takes  joy  as  she  sees  her  dream  con¬ 
tinue  to  come  true. 

2,000  girls  in  40  years 

It  has — 40  times — through  the 
travels  of  the  more  than  2,000  girls 
and  nearly  400  women  staff  mem¬ 
bers  who  have  participated  in  Mis¬ 
sion  Education  Tours  sponsored  by 
United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Kansas  West  Conference  and  its 
predecessor  organizations. 

More  than  180  tour  alumnae 
gathered  in  Salina,  Kan.,  recently  to 
recall  their  trips  and  catch  up  on 
their  lives  since. 

Ms.  Dutcher-Johnson  recalled  the 
early  tours  and  her  belief  that  led  to 
them. 

“Girls  in  the  Central  Kansas 
Conference  needed  to  get  out  of  the 
state  and  actually  see  some  mission¬ 
ary  projects,”  she  said. 

Some  would  be  called 

“If  they  actually  saw  some  mis¬ 
sionary  projects  and  if  they  saw  the 
work  deaconesses  and  home  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  doing,  at  least  some 
would  be  called  into  that  work.” 

She  soon  decided  that  “what  the 
girls  needed  in  mission  education 
could  be  done  on  a  bus  trip.”  She 
told  her  idea  to  a  few  members  of 
the  Women’s  Society  for  Christian 
Service. 


Several  months  later,  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1950,  the  first  educational 
tour  began.  The  group  visited  sites 
in  Oklahoma,  Texas  and  New  Mex¬ 
ico.  A  side  trip  to  Carlsbad  Caverns 
set  the  precedent  to  “include  in 
each  trip  something  just  for  fun,” 
she  told  the  reunion  goers. 

The  tours  have  continued,  she 
says,  because  they  offer  more  than  an 
opportunity  to  learn  about  church 
missions  and  church  vocations. 

The  individual  and  group  devo¬ 
tions  “helped  establish  patterns  for 
spiritual  growth”  which  continued, 
she  said. 


Great  opportunity 

“The  idea  of  staying  in  churches 
was  not  just  to  save  money.  There  is 
great  opportunity  in  this  sort  of  liv¬ 
ing  for  sharing  and  developing  a 
rich  ground  of  relationships  for 
Christian  growth.” 

Through  the  years  Mission  Edu¬ 
cation  Tours  have  given  partici¬ 
pants  “an  example  of  Christian  liv- 
ing  and  fellowship,”  she  said. 
“Some  have  gained  a  desire  to  be  in 
full-time  Christian  service.  All  have 
learned  about  the  church.  The  tours 
made  missions  more  than  a  money 
box  and  second  hand  books. 

“Many  of  the  women  who  have 
held  positions  of  leadership  in  the 
conference  are  the  ones  who  went 
on  the  tour  as  girls,”  Ms.  Dutcher- 
Johnson  noted. 


'Think  of  tomorrow' 

She  closed  her  reunion  address  by 
challenging  them  again  to  “think  of 
today  and  tomorrow  by  focusing  on 
what  is  happening  on  our  spiritual 
journey  now?  Just  where  are  we?” 

She  encouraged  “as  we  look  at 
where  we  were,  let’s  ask  what  has 
happened  since  in  our  spiritual 
growth?  We  returned  with  an  eager 
awareness  of  God’s  presence.  What 


are  you  doing  to  cultivate  that  now? 
Have  you  been  faithful  to  the  vision 
of  mission  you  caught?  What  are 
you  doing  to  help  people  in  situa¬ 
tions  other  than  your  own? 

.  “How  are  you  coming  along  on 
Jesus'  admonition  to  love  the  Lord 


your  God  with  all  your  heart,  mind 
and  strength  and  to  love  your  neigh¬ 
bor  as  yourself?” 

Ms.  Noble  is  editor  of  the  Kansas 
West  conference  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Review. 


The  Rev.  Barbara  Forsberg  Perry,  left,  and  Edie  Olson  McAllister, 
check  the  list  of  1964  Mission  Education  Tour  participants. 


Louise  Dutcher- 
Johnson,  seated, 
founder  of  the 
Mission  Educa¬ 
tion  tours,  is 
joined  by  Gerry 
Lawson,  left,  and 
Reta  Edwards 
Grandson,  alum¬ 
nae  from  the 
1950  and  1951 
tours. 


Dear 

I  can't  read  our  hymnal  because  it's  in  round  notes 


Dear  Deborah: 

1  cannot  use  the  1989  United 
Methodist  Hymnal  because  the  mu¬ 
sic  is  in  round  notes.  Many  in  our 
church  received  training  in  singing 
with  shape  notes,  which  is  not  as 
complicated. 

It  seems  that  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  no  care  for  the  lay 
members  when  it  comes  to  singing. 
If  I  am  not  able  to  sing  I  don’t  get 
much  out  of  the  service,  and  it  is 
embarrassing  to  be  handed  a  hym¬ 


nal  that  has  notes  I  cannot  read  and 
then  have  people  looking  at  me  and 
asking  why  I  am  not  singing. 

Walter 

Dear  Walter: 

I  had  to  condense  your  letter 
some,  but  thank  you  for  writing.  I 
must  confess  that  I  have  not  had  any 
training  in  singing  either  round  or 
shape  notes. 

Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  will 
share  how  their  church  handled  that 
problem. 


I  am  concerned  that  your  church 
puts  pressure  on  you  to  sing.  I  think 
your  pastor  should  be  told  and  some 
announcement  made  that  people  are 
free  to  join  in  but  need  not  if  they 
prefer  not  to. 

We  are  becoming  more  aware  that 
many  people  cannot  stand  to  sing 
and  some  churches  have  a  footnote 
in  the  bulletin  that  it  is  acceptable  to 
remain  sitting.  Maybe  your  congre¬ 
gation  could  lead  the  way  with  sing¬ 
ing,  too,  if  this  turns  out  to  be  a 


concern  for  many  as  you  report  in 
your  church. 

Again,  thanks  for  writing.  If  peo¬ 
ple  do  not  point  out  what  is  happen¬ 
ing.  others  may  not  be  aware  of  it. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  »ymno 

Faith's  'Hall  of  Fame'  proclaimed  in  'For  all  the  Saints' 


For  all  the  saints  who  from  their 
labors  rest, 

Who  thee  by  faith  before  the 
world  confessed. 

Thy  name,  O  Jesus,  be  forever 
blest. 

Alleluia! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  Rev.  William  W.  How  seems 
to  gather  together,  from  across  all 
the  ages,  Christians  of  saintly  char¬ 
acter  and  expresses  his  gratitude  for 
them  in  the  stanzas  of  this  hymn. 
Surely  the  line  “who  thee  by  faith 


before  the  world  confessed"  is  a  ref¬ 
erence  to  chapter  1 1  of  the  book  of 
Hebrews. 

Here  the  writer  to  the  Hebrews  il¬ 
lustrates  the  essential  quality  of  faith 
in  Christian  living  by  a  walk  through 
faith’s  “hall  of  fame.”  Abel,  Enoch, 
Noah,  Abraham,  Sarah,  Isaac,  Ja¬ 
cob,  Joseph,  Moses,  Rahab,  Gideon, 
Barak,  Samson,  Jephthae,  David, 
and  Samuel  are  mentioned  by  name. 

For  these,  and  all  whose  faith  has 
burned  brightly  down  through  the 
years,  the  hymn  writer  sings  glori¬ 
ously  in  three  rhyming  lines  that 


end  with  an  ecstatic  "Alleluia!” 

An  Anglican  clergyman,  Mr.  How 
was  highly  respected  by  his  fellow 
ministers  and  the  people  to  whom  he 
ministered.  During  the  years  that  he 
was  the  minister  in  the  English  town 
of  Whittington,  a  farming  village  on 
the  Welsh  border,  Mr.  How  wrote  54 
hymns.  Originally  written  for  the 
people  of  his  village,  he  felt  that  a 
hymn  should  be  like  a  good  prayer — 
simple,  earnest,  and  reverent. 

The  tune  most  frequently  used 
for  the  hymn  was  written  in  1906 
by  Ralph  Vaughan  Williams,  En¬ 


gland’s  greatest  composer  of  this 
century.  He  was  then  only  34  years 
old.  and  his  sense  of  humor  shows 
through  in  the  name  he  gave  the 
tune — “Sine  Nomine,”  meaning 
“without  a  name.” 

The  tune  has  worn  well  through¬ 
out  the  twentieth  century  and  is  rec¬ 
ognized  as  one  of  the  great  hymn 
tunes  of  our  day.  Words  and  music 
are  well  matched  and  move  with  the 
bold  strides  of  victorious  Christian 
faith. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Come  Every  Soul  by  Sin  Oppressed" 
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Computers  yield  insight 

JERUSALEM — Bible  researchers  are  using  modern  tools  to  un¬ 
cover  the  secrets  of  the  Bible.  A  doctoral  student  at  the  Jerusa¬ 
lem  campus  of  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  works  with 
fragments  of  the  Dead  Sea  Scrolls.  He  is  using  the  enlarged 
photos  to  assist  in  determining  the  authorship  of  the  texts. 


World's  refugees 
now  at  14  million 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  world’s  refu- 
gee  population  now  stands  at  14 
million,  and  the  total  is  climbing  by 
hundreds  of  thousands  daily,  a 
United  Methodist  committee  was 
told  Sept.  8  here. 

Major  growth  spots  are  Jordan 
and  the  countries  surrounding  Libe¬ 
ria,  according  to  Nana  Apeadu, 
consultant  to  the  International  La¬ 
bor  Organization,  who  addressed 
the  United  Methodist  Joint  Panel 
on  International  Affairs. 

Photographs  of  tent  cities  in  the 
Middle  East  are  becoming  familiar 
sights  in  U.S.  news  media  as  the 
Persian  Gulf  crisis  continues,  she 
pointed  out. 

Most  of  the  almost  5  million  refu¬ 
gees  in  Africa  are  women  and  chil¬ 
dren,  Ms.  Apeadu  said.  In  Malawi, 
an  estimated  80  percent  of  the  near¬ 
ly  1  million  Mozambique  refugees 
are  women  and  children. 

Men  in  camps  frequently  are  giv¬ 
en  work,  but  women  are  not  and  are 
often  forgotten,  Ms.  Apeadu  told 
the  United  Methodist  panel. 

“Refugees  are  blatantly  denied 
human  rights  and  suffer  from  hun¬ 
ger,  disease,  poverty,  fear,  humilia¬ 
tion  and  oppression,”  she  said. 

Another  report  submitted  to  the 
panel  said  that  “few  countries  are 
unaffected  by  large-scale  move¬ 


ments  of  people  leaving  to  seek 
safety  and  means  of  survival,  fill  la¬ 
bor  needs,  or  rejoin  family.” 

The  United  States,  Somalia,  Ma¬ 
laysia  and  Costa  Rica,  among  oth¬ 
ers,  are  “faced  with  the  logistical 
and  moral  question  of  what  they 
should  do  for  the  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  arrive  seeking  asylum.” 

It  is  estimated  that  about  1  mil¬ 
lion  Central  American  refugees  now 
live  in  the  United  States.  The  Unit¬ 
ed  States  has  more  than  60,000  Hai¬ 
tians,  some  of  them  in  residence 
since  the  Carly  1980s. 

Lilia  V.  Fernandez,  secretary  for 
refugee  concerns  for  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
said  the  “ever-growing  presence  of 
sojourners  within  our  midst  com¬ 
pels  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  lift  up  (their  needs)  ...  as  an  on¬ 
going  priority  for  mission.” 

Review^ 

Spiritual 

journeys 

related 


TV  show 

stresses 

theology 

By  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Values,  theology 
and  world  events  will  be  discussed 
in  36  new  episodes  of  “Perspec¬ 
tives:  Faith  in  Our  Time.” 

The  30-minute  television  show, 
aired  on  the  Vision  Interfaith  Satel¬ 
lite  Network  (VISN),  is  produced 
by  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  and  the  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology.  The  Rev.  Bru¬ 
no  Caliandro  is  producer-director. 

Among  topics  and  guests  for  the 
new  season  are: 

■  “When  Bad  Things  Happen  to 
Good  People”  and  “Who  Needs 
God?”  by  best-selling  author  Rabbi 
Harold  S.  Kushner;  John  Kenneth 
Galbraith; 

■  How  to  understand  and  speak 
of  God  today,  with  Dean  Robert 
Neville,  Boston  School  of  Theology; 

■  A  three-part  series  focusing  on 
the  Middle  East,  with  various 
guests; 

■  The  role  of  missions  in  the 
coming  decade,  with  the  Rev.  Ran¬ 
dolph  Nugent,  top  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries; 

■  A  retrospective  and  prospec¬ 
tive  look  at  the  U.S.  labor  move¬ 
ment,  with  Barry  Bluestone,  a  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Massachusetts  professor. 


“Mastering  Sadhana:  Anthony  de 
Mello,"  by  Carlos  G.  Valles,  SJ, 
New  York:  Doubleday,  1988.  173 
pages.  $7.95  paper. 

By  JEFFREY  GROS 

This  small  volume  is  a  very  read¬ 
able  record  of  a  retreat  program  giv¬ 
en  by  a  popular  Indian  Jesuit 
spiritual  writer,  and  recounted  by  a 
personal  friend  and  confidante.  It 
will  provide  useful  popular  spiritual 
reading  for  the  busy  lay  person,  and 
helpful  for  the  minister  engaged  in 
education,  spiritual  direction  or 
preaching. 

The  author  has  produced  an  ac¬ 
cessible  synthesis  of  evangelical  pi¬ 
ety,  the  spiritual  legacy  of  Ignatius 
of  Loyola  (not  all  that  foreign  to  the 
impulses  of  the  Wesleyan  mission¬ 
ary  zeal  and  piety),  current  modem 
psychology  and  the  religious  in¬ 
sights  of  Buddhism  and  Hinduism. 

Christianity  has  been  in  India 
longer  than  in  most  of  Europe  and 
Jesuit  Christianity  as  long  as  Chris¬ 
tians  have  been  in  the  Western 
hemisphere. 

Therefore,  the  contact  with  the 
deep  spiritual  heritage  of  that  part 
of  the  world  is  not  new. 

While  the  book  is  not  one  to  be 
read  by  the  technical  specialist 
searching  for  new  insights  into  Indi¬ 
an  religions,  Jesuit  spirituality  or 
the  depths  of  the  human  psyche  in 
its  search  for  perfection,  all  of  these 
streams  stand  behind  this  readable 
and  popular  spiritual  account. 

leffrey  Cros  is  director  of  the 
commission  on  Faith  and  Order, 
National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  in  New  York. 
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Ethics  Focus  Of 
Academic  Year 

By  Dr.  Donald  A.  W ebb,  President  of  the  College 

The  crux  of  quality  education  is  ethics:  and  this  is  what  distinguishes 
Centenary’s  mission.  Academics -even  excellent  academics -with¬ 
out  ethics  is  dangerous,  may  even  be  demonic;  but  fine  education 
informed  by  Judeo-Christian  ethics  is  life-transforming. 

The  Centenary  College  community 
has  always  grappled  the  moral 
issues  Alumni  like  Sam  Peters,  for 
example,  whose  success  and  fulfill¬ 
ment  in  life  they  attribute  to  their 
Centenary  experience,  will  affirm,  "I 
received  a  superb  academic  educa¬ 
tion  at  Centenary;  but  far  more 
important,  I  learned  principles  -  I 
learned  right  from  wrong  and  good 
from  bad.  It  has  made  all  the 
difference." 

Well  in  the  year  which  now  begins, 
ethics  will  be  our  specific  and  inten¬ 
tional  focus  Even  in  the  maelstrom 
of  academics,  the  cramping  strictures 
of  this  economy,  the  hyperaction  of 
"Fulfilling  the  Vision.”  not  to  mention 
the  incredible  new  world  exploding 
around  us,  or  the  dire  struggles  of 
our  state  -  indeed,  especially  in 
these  contexts!  -  the  campus  com¬ 
munity  has  compacted  together  to 

Young  Professors 
Join  Religion  Department 

hree  Ph.D.'s  and  a  lot  of  TLC  will  make  the  Department  of  Reli¬ 
gion  at  Centenary  a  special  place  to  be. 

"We  are  very  pleased  to  have  two  new  assistant  professors," 
said  Dr.  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  chaplain  and  Chairman  of  the  Department. 

All  three  professors  want  to  serve 
as  resources  to  the  Conference. 
Robert  Ed  Taylor,  already  active,  will 
continue  to  serve  on  boards  and  in 
other  key  roles.  The  two  new 
professors  want  to  get  settled  in 
their  teaching  roles  before  becoming 
too  busy  with  extra  activities,  but 
they  both  look  forward  to  active 
participation. 

David  Otto  will  be  available  to 
consult  with  local  churches  to  assess 
their  educational  ministries.  "I  did 
this  in  Tennessee,"  he  said,  "and  I 
learned  a  lot  which  I  can  share  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference." 

Daniel  Hawk  was  involved  as  a 
preacher  in  the  local  church  during 
the  five  years  he  spent  in  the  East 
Ohio  Conference.  "After  my  first  year, 
I’d  like  to  begin  preaching  again." 

Writing  is  also  a  top  priority  for 
these  faculty  members.  Robert  Ed  is 
looking  for  a  publisher  for  his  book 
on  prayers.  Daniel  will  know  soon 
about  the  future  of  his  book,  Every 
Promise  Fulfilled:  An  Analysis  of  Plot  in  the 
Book  of  J oshua,  and  David  is  finishing 
his  text  on  New  Approaches  to  Religious 
Education. 

"This  is  a  new  and  exciting  day  for 
the  Department,”  Robert  Ed  said. 
"David  and  Dan  bring  a  lot  of  exper¬ 
tise  and  ability,  and  we  will  use 
these  strengths." 

I  Editor's  Note:  The  Department  of  Reli¬ 
gion  offers  a  B.A.  degree  in  Religion,  a  B  A. 
degree  in  Christian  Education,  and  a  Pre- 
Theological  Curriculum.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  these  or  other  degrees  please  call  I  - 
800-234-4448.  Financial  aid  is  available  I 


"Dr.  David  Otto,  a  1 980  graduate  of  The  challenge  of  the  ‘90s  is  to 

Centenary,  will  teach  courses  in  Old  make  the  material  palatable.  "If  the 
Testament  and  Christian  Education,  material  is  not  presented  in  a  way 
and  Dr.  Daniel  Hawk,  who  comes  to  that's  accessible,  the  students  will 

us  from  Emory  University,  will  teach  tune  you  out,"  they  agree.  "We  want 

Old  Testament,  the  Synoptic  Gos-  the  students  to  engage  the  text 
pels,  and  The  Prophets  I  will  also  themselves  and  to  think  critically 

teach  Old  Testament,  as  well  as  about  it.  We  want  to  give  them  a 

courses  in  Biblical  Interpretation  and  place  to  start  and  the  tools  to  engen- 
Development  of  Christian  Thought,"  der  interest  so  they  will  want  to  pur- 
Robert  Ed  said  sue  it  for  the  rest  of  their  lives." 


Religion  Department  Adds  Faculty 


Dr.  Daniel  Hawk  lleft  to  right!  and  Dr.  David  Otto  join  Chairman  of  the  Department 
Dr.  Robert  Ed  Taylor  in  Centenary’s  Department  of  Religion.  Dan  Hawk  comes  to 
Centenary  from  Emory  University,  and  David  Otto,  who  received  his  undergraduate 
degree  from  Centenary  and  his  Ed.D.  at  Vanderbilt,  comes  to  us  from  Charlotte, 

N.C.  where  he  was  director  of  educational  and  youth  ministries  at  a  local  church. 
Robert  Ed  Taylor,  T.L.  James  Professor  of  Religion  and  a  member  of  the  Religion 
faculty  for  29  years,  will  also  continue  to  serve  as  Chaplain  of  the  College. 


President  Donald  A.  W ebb 

work  at  the  ethical  questions  of  our 
time. 

For  example,  as  both  a  symbolic 
and  substantial  sign,  in  his  inaugural 
address,  Centenary's  new  Eminent 
Professor  of  Liberal  Arts,  Dr.  George 


Newtown,  brought  his  particular 
enterprise  to  bear  upon  the  matter. 
Many  convocations  and  other  fora 
this  year  will  grapple  with  ethical 
dimensions. 

For  no  aspect  of  our  existence  is 
dissociated  from  it:  social  ethics, 
personal  ethics,  medical,  environ¬ 
mental,  business,  legal,  political . . . 
Because  whatever  ethics  touches,  is 
crucial! 

Certainly,  our  attitude  is  far  from 
"holier-than-thou."  For,  God  help  us, 
the  struggle  is  very  real  for  each  of 
us,  daily,  in  all  things  -  questions  of 
morality,  of  justice,  of  right/wrong,  of 
virtue,  of  mercy  . . . 

Perhaps  the  clue  -  the  key!  - 
which  edifies  from  the  Judeo- 
Christian  tradition  is  the  concept  of 
obedient  love:  what  the  scriptures 
speak  of  as  "love  fulfilling  the  law"? 

-  It  should  be  an  important  year! 


S am  R  Peters  Research  Center 


The  United  Methodist  Archives  will  be  housed  in  the  new  Peters  Research  Center,  under  construction  at  Centenary 
College.  The  8200-square-foot  structure  will  also  house  memorabilia  and  materials  on  Jack  London,  William  Corrington  '56, 
and  the  Centenary  College  Archives.  The  center  will  feature  spaces  for  exhibits,  lectures,  and  private  study. 


Church  Relations 
Office  multifaceted 

By  Dick  Anders,  Director  of  Church  Relations 

Someone  once  told  me  that  "Nothing 
beats  a  year’s  experience."  After  com¬ 
pleting  my  first  year  as  Director  of 
Church  Relations,  I  feel  that  I  can  unequivo- 


cally  say,  "That's  a  fact!" 

I  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the 
generosity  and  support  of  our 
Methodist  ministers  and  laypeople 
throughout  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  From  our  Bishop  to  the  laymen 
in  small  rural  communities,  I  have 
experienced  people  who  love 
Centenary  College  . . .  and  who 
support  us  in  many,  many  ways. 

As  I  have  attended  meetings  and 
banquets,  I  have  been  delighted 
that  people  come  to  me  with  the 
names  of  Methodist  young  people 
preparing  to  enter  college.  When  I 
meet  the  parents  and  the  prospec¬ 
tive  student,  I  find  it  exciting  to  call 
on  my  own  history  as  an  alumnus,  a 
parent  of  two  sons  who  graduated 
from  Centenary,  and  the  nine  years  I 
served  as  the  Dean  of  Students.  (If  it 

Centenary 
At  A  Glance 

Centenary  College,  founded  in  1825 
in  Jackson,  La.,  opened  its  doors  in 
Shreveport  on  September  15,  1908. 
Affiliated  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  Centenary  offers  a  value- 
centered,  liberal  arts  education. 

With  a  $32.7  million  endowment 
and  II  endowed  chairs,  the  College 
has  earned  the  distinction  "One  of  the 
Best  Buys  in  Education"  by  Edward 
Fiske  of  The  New  York  Times  and  "One  of 
the  Nation's  Best  Colleges"  by  U.S. 
News  and  World  Report. 

Some  1000  undergraduate  and 
graduate  students  attend  Centenary 
from  25  states  and  10  foreign  countries. 
The  student-faculty  ratio  is  II  to  I. 

In  its  Credo,  Centenary  College  "as¬ 
pires  to  be  one  of  the  best  small  col¬ 
leges  in  the  South  . . .  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  will  stand  out  as  a  small  residen¬ 
tial,  church-related  college  which  is 
rooted  in  the  liberal  arts  and  at  the 
same  time  is  progressive,  pioneering, 
and  bold." 

For  more  information, 
call  Centenary  College, 

318/869-5131  or  I -800-234-4443. 


sounds  like  I've  been  around  fora 
while,  I  have,  going  on  16  years.) 
the  Methodist  Conferences.  Starting 
with  our  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  June  and  running  through  the 
third  week  in  July,  we  had  a  summer 
of  "back-to-back"  conferences  . . . 
and  all  were  successful.  The  Gulf 
Regional  School  of  Missions  came  to 
Centenary  for  the  first  time,  and  I 
have  heard  from  their  leaders  that 


Dick  Anders 

Director  of  Church  Relations 


And  finally  . . .  there  are  the  chal¬ 
lenges  and  the  fascination  of  hosting 
they  were  absolutely  delighted. 

They  look  forward  to  returning  in 
1991.  Next  summer,  after  three  years 
of  planning,  we  will  be  hosting  the 
United  Methodist  Men’s  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Congress. 

What  a  year! 

It  has  been  great,  and  the  future  is 
brighter  still. 


More  or  less? 


Some  people  think  it  costs  more  to  attend  Centenary  College 
because  it  is  a  private  school. 

In  fact,  it  may  cost  less  than  one  thinks.  Just  this  year,  more  than 
$2  million  will  be  awarded  in  scholarships,  grants,  and  loans  to  more 
than  70  percent  of  our  students. 

The  tuition  they  pay  accounts  for  less  than  30  percent  of  the  real 
cost  of  their  education.  Friends  of  the  College  make  up  the  differ¬ 
ence  through  their  generous  support. 

More  or  less? 

More  for  your  money;  no  less  than  the  education  of  a  lifetime. 


A  Friend  of  Mind. 
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Pass  It  On 


Editor's  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave,  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week's  column  is 
written  by  Kenny  Morrow,  President,  Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries. 

“We  don’t  have  a  youth  group  because  we  don’t  have  a  youth 
director.”  So  many  times  I’ve  heard  youth  tell  me  this.  A  youth 
director  doesn’t  have  to  be  someone  over  18.  A  youth  director  is 
anyone  who  is  a  leader.  The  only  thing  you  need  is  a  couple  of  people 
who  are  willing  to  be  dedicated  enough  to  invite  friends  and  get  them 
to  invite  friends. 

Youth  are  so  very  important  to  the  future  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  to  the  future  of  the  world.  The  only  way  that  you  can 
secure  the  Church’s  future  is  to  secure  your  youth  group.  There  have 
been  many  families  to  join  my  church  just  because  their  children 
attended  youth  group,  became  involved  and  came  to  church. 

Allow  your  youth  to  become  involved  in  church,  something  more 
than  just  the  kids  talking  on  the  back  row.  Let  your  youth  conduct  a 
Sunday  Service  once  a  year.  You  would  be  surprised  at  the  impact  on 
your  church  that  it  would  make. 

Some  of  the  largest  youth  groups  in  this  state  are  led  by  volunteers 
from  their  church.  This  doesn’t  have  to  be  parents  but  couples  with 
young  children  or  single  people. 

It  is  also  important  to  get  your  youth  group  involved  in  District 
and  Conference  events.  Experiences  beyond  the  local  church  can 
provide  some  of  the  most  exciting  times  of  their  lives,  times  that 
might 'turn  them  into  the  lay  leaders  or  future  ministers  of  your 
church.  Because  of  my  involvement,  I  have  made  friends  that  I  will 
have  forever  and  I  have  made  the  decision  to  go  into  the  youth 
ministry.  Encourage  your  youth  to  come  to  these  events  and  don’t  let 
the  notices  get  buried  under  paperwork,  pass  it  on  to  a  youth  that  can 
pass  it  on  to  other  youth.  This  can  only  enrich  your  youth  group  and 
your  church. 
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October  Conference 
Calendar 

UMW  District  Annual  Meetings 

Methodist  Children’s  Home  Board  Meeting,  9:00  a.m. 

4-  6 

Louisiana  CEF/Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 

5-  6 

Worship,  Music  and  the  Other  Arts,  Tall  Timbers 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Retreat,  First 

5-  6 

Church,  Alexandria 

Youth  Serving  Ministries  Coordinators’  Training, 

6-  7 

Mary  Hill  Retreat  Center,  Pineville 

Singles  Conference,  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette 

7 

World  Communion  Sunday 

7-  9 

Shepherd’s  Visit  —  North  Shore  District 

10-11 

Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge,  9:00  a.m. 

12 

Legislative  Liaison  Committee  Meeting,  Headquarters 

13 

Building,  10:00  a.m. 

District  Leadership  Workshop  Sponsored  by  Dillard 

16 

University  (for  youth  and  young  adults),  Cluster  II  — 
New  Orleans  and  North  Shore  Districts,  Dillard 
University,  9:00  a.m.-l:30  p.m. 

Pendleton  Hospital  Clergy  Continuing  Education 

16 

Event:  Medicine  &  Religion 

Vision  2000  Training  for  Lake  Charles  District, 

17 

Westlake  Church,  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

Vision  2000  Training  for  Acadiana  District,  First 

18 

Church,  Franklin,  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

Vision  2000  Training  for  Baton  Rouge  District, 

18 

University  Church,  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

Centenary  College  Board  ofTrustees  Meeting 

19-20 

United  Methodist  Women  Church  Women  United 

20 

Fall  Board  Meeting 

Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  First  Church, 

21 

Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 

Access  Sunday 

21 

Laity  Sunday 

21-22 

Shepherd’s  Visit  —  New  Orleans  District 

23 

Vision  2000  Training  for  New  Orleans  District,  St. 

24 

Matthew’s  Church,  Metairie,  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

Vision  2000  Training  for  North  Shore  District,  St. 

25 

Timothy  Church,  Mandeville,  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

Vision  2000  Training  for  Alexandria  District,  First 

25 

Church,  Alexandria,  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

United  Methodist  Foundation  Executive  Board 

26-27 

Meeting,  First  Church,  Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 

United  Methodist  Women  District  Elected  Leader’s 

27 

Training,  Tall  Timbers 

District  Leadership  Workshop  Sponsored  by  Dillard 

27-29 

University  (for  youth  and  young  adults),  Cluster  I  — 
Lake  Charles,  Alexandria,  Monroe,  Ruston  and 
Shreveport  Districts,  Wilton  Church,  Alexandria,  9:00 
a.m.-l:30  p.m. 

Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Alexandria  District 

28 

Good  Samaritan  Observance 

31 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry:  Biographical  Update  sent 

to  all  Non-Probation  Seminarians 

31-Nov.  4  “The  Gathering,"  Fort  Worth,  TX 

World  Communion  Sunday  Celebrated  Oct.  7 


For  by  one  Spirit  we  were  all 
baptized  into  one  body  . . .  and  all 
were  made  to  drink  of  one  Spirit. 

—  I  Corinthians  12:13 


On  October  7,  the  50th 
ecumenical  observance  of  World 
Communion  Sunday,  United 
Methodists  join  Christians  of  many 
cultures  and  denominations  around 
the  Lord’s  table  to  celebrate  our 
oneness  in  the  body  and  blood  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Through  this  special 
offering,  we  also  help  ethnic 


members  of  our  global 
denomination  gain  higher 
education  and  training  so  they  may 
share  their  faith  in  various  fields  of 
endeavor. 

Crusade  Scholarships,  funded  by 
one-half  of  the  offering,  assist  U.S. 
and  international  students  who 
pursue  graduate  studies  in  church 
and  human  service  careers. 
Potential  and  proven  leaders,  the 
scholars  are  committed  to 
addressing  the  critical  needs  of  their 
churches  and  communities. 

Ethnic  Scholarships,  which 


receive  35  percent  of  the  offering, 
aid  promising  undergraduate 
students  who  face  financial 
obstacles  in  completing  college.  The 
students  who  receive  these 
scholarships  must  be  active 
members  of  their  local  churches. 

Ethnic  In-Service  Training  grants 
are  funded  by  15  percent  of  the 
offering  and  help  recipients  earn 
certification  in  several  areas  of 
professional  ministry  by  combining 
part  time  study  with  experience  and 
practical  training. 

On  World  Communion  Sunday 


we  are  called  to  “drink  of  one 
Spirit”  as  we  share  God’s  blessings 
with  other  members  of  the  body  of 
Christ. 

When  we  support  these 
scholarship  programs,  we  expand 
the  opportunities  for  ministry 
among  people  of  color  in  our 
denomination.  Our  gifts  on  World 
Communion  Sunday  unite 
Christians  throughout  the  world, 
giving  and  receiving  in 
remembrance  of  Christ  and  in 
community  with  one  another. 


United  Methodist  Women 
Give  Thanks  Through 
World  Thank  Offering 


Study  on  Homosexuality 
to  be  Held  Oct.  6 


The  churchwide  Committee  to 
Study  Homosexuality  will  hold  one 
of  six  regional  “Listening  Posts”  in 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
Saturday,  October  6. 

Created  by  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  in  accordance  with 
action  of  the  1988  General 
Conference,  this  committee  is 
charged  to  study  areas  of  agreement 
and  disagreement  on  the  issue  of 
homosexuality  from  a  biblical, 
theological,  ethical,  sociological, 
psychological,  and  biological 
perspective.  A  report  from  the 
study  will  be  made  to  the  1992 
General  Conference. 


“The  committee  believes  it  is 
vitally  important  to  its  work  to  hear 
directly  from  individuals  and 
groups  on  this  significant  issue," 
said  Rev.  Nancy  S.  Yamasaki, 
committee  chairperson. 

Scheduling  and  arrangements  for 
persons  or  groups  desiring  to  meet 
with  committee  members  on 
October  6  can  be  made  by 
contacting  Ms.  Judy  Rife,  Listening 
Post  Coordinator  at  301-653-5572, 
or  by  writing  the  committee  at  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  601 
W.  Riverview  Avenue,  Dayton, 
Ohio  45406. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


United  Methodist  Women  across 
Louisiana  are  preparing  to  celebrate 
God’s  love  and  grace  during  the 
month  of  October.  Each  year  at  this 
time,  the  World  Thank  offering 
brochure,  “3I-derful  Ways  to  Say 
Thanks”  is  distributed  to  all 
members  of  the  UMW.  During  each 
day  of  October  a  thank  offering  is 
placed  in  the  World  Thank  Bank. 
Each  day  has  a  mission  message 
accompanied  by  a  suggested 
offering.  Day  2,  for  example,  states, 
"Because  they  must  work  from 
childhood  to  help  provide  food  for 
their  families,  average  schooling  in 
Latin  America  is  1.9  years.  Give  2C 
for  each  year  of  school  you  have 
completed.” 

Not  only  do  the  UMW  members 
give  of  their  monetary  gifts,  they 
also  have  a  thirty-one  day  Bible 
Study  and  prayer  direction  on  the 
brochure.  Week  one  —  relates  to 
Adoration,  Week  two  —  prayers  of 
Confession,  Week  three  —  prayers 
of  Thanksgiving,  Week  four  — 
prayers  of  Supplication  for  peace. 


The  United  Methodist  Church 
has,  from  its  beginning,  relied  on 
lay  persons  to  participate  fully  in 
leadership.  Laity  are  encouraged  to 
offer  their  gifts  and  skills  in  all 
levels  of  the  work  of  the  Church.  In 
order  to  help  laity  to  develop 
their  gifts,  the  Church  offers  many 
training  experiences.  One  such 
experience  is  the  Lay  Speaking 
Program. 

The  Lay  Speaking  Program  is 
designed  to  assist  lay  people  in 
exploring  their  call  to  ministry  in 
their  local  churches  through 
speaking,  leading,  and  caring. 

Two  levels  of  lay  speaking 
training  is  offered.  The  Basic 
Course  in  lay  speaking  includes  ten 
different  areas  of  one’s  calling  as  a 
lay  speaker.  Included  are  our  call  to 
grow  in  faith  and  our  call  to  serve, 
by  speaking,  leading,  and  caring. 

To  participate  in  the  Advanced 
Course,  a  completion  of  the  Basic 
Course  is  a  prerequisite  for 
attendance.  The  Advanced 
Seminars  provide  in-depth 
discussion  and  training  on  one 
topic  selected  for  its  importance  in 
the  life  of  the  church.  Topics 
recently  published  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  include:  Leading  in 
Worship,  Interpreting  our  UMC 
Heritage,  Leading  in  Stewardship, 


and  Week  five  —  prayers  of  Giving. 
Bible  scripture  verses  and  readings 
accompany  each  day.  As  A  C  T  S  of 
prayer  are  culminated  the 
participants  realize  that  the  act  of 
sharing  our  dollars  is  overshadowed 
by  the  true  gift  of  sharing  God’s 
love  with  our  neighbors. 

The  UMW  November  meetings 
center  around  the  offering  as  each 
local  member  presents  her  offering 
for  mission  work  around  the  world. 
United  Methodist  Women 
throughout  the  United  States 
participate  in  the  World  Thank 
Offering  as  an  extra  gift  in  addition 
to  their  pledge  as  their  way  of 
saying,  “Thank  You  to  God.”  The 
money  raised  through  this  offering 
is  used  as  undesignated  funds  to  be 
used  for  mission  around  the  globe. 
If  you  would  like  to  participate  in 
the  World  Thank  Offering  with  the 
UMW,  contact  your  local  unit  for  a 
copy  of  “31-derful  Ways  to  Say 
Thanks.”  One  minute  of  mission 
costs  about  $37.85.  How  thankful 
are  we? 


Caring  for  Others,  Peacemaking, 
Leading  in  Small  Groups. 

Three  lay  speaking  schools  are 
scheduled  during  October  and  are 
listed  below.  Lay  persons  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  participate  in  these 
events. 

Alexandria  District  (First  UMC, 
Pineville) 

Saturday,  October  1 3  —  9:30  a.m.- 
3  p.m. 

Sunday,  October  14  —  2  p.m.-5 
p.m. 

Sunday,  October  21  —  2  p.m.-5 
p.m. 

Contact:  First  Church,  Pineville 
Lake  Charles  District  (Uskichitto 
Retreat  Center) 

Friday,  October  19  and  20 
Registration  begins  at  5  p.m.  on 
Friday 

Contact  persons: 

Henry  Adcock  (318)  855-6821 
Richard  Sirmon  (318)  536-6532 
Ralph  Womack  (318)  477-7203 
New  Orleans  District  (Parker 
Memorial  UMC,  New  Orleans) 
Friday,  October  26  —  6-9  p.m. 
Saturday,  October  27  —  8  a.m.- 
3:30  p.m. 

Contact  person:  Irene  Reed  (504) 
899-9593 

For  Lay  Speaking  Schools  not 
listed,  contact  your  district  director 
through  the  district  office. 


First  UMC,  Hammond  is 

sponsoring  an  Organ  Recital 
Sunday,  October  7  at  4  p.m. 
Herman  D.  Taylor  is  the  guest 
organist.  This  event  is  in 
association  with  Southeastern 
Louisiana  University’s  FANFARE 
’90. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC,  Houma  will  hold  an 
Ecumenical  Lay  Academy, 
featuring  John  Holbert,  Professor  of 
Old  Testament.  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas  on  September  30 
and  October  1  —  6  to  9  p.m.  Rev. 
Holbert  will  preach  at  both  morning 
worship  services  Sunday, 
September  30. 

*  *  * 

The  women  of  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge  are  planning  a  special 
event  for  October  2  at  1 1  a.m.  “The 
90’s  —  New  Beginnings”  will  be  the 
theme  for  a  luncheon  and  style 
show  featuring  fashions  from  Stein 
Mart  and  entertainment  by  Fran 
Spain,  a  local  humorist.  Following 
the  luncheon  and  style  show  crafts 
and  baked  items  will  be  on  sale.  All 
proceeds  will  benefit  the  many 
UMW  missions. 

*  *  * 

The  Louisiana  Conference 
Committee  on  Youth  Serving 
Ministries  is  planning  a  retreat  at 
the  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in 
Lake  Charles  October  12-13. 
Registration  is  needed  by  October  5 
and  should  be  sent  to  Rev.  Ray 


Holt.  530  E.  Carlton,  Sulphur,  LA 
70663. 


The  55  Voice  Chancel  Choir  of 
First  UMC  in  Bossier  City  recently 
presented  a  patriotic  program 
entitled:  “I  Believe  in  America.” 
The  group’s  annual  choir  retreat  is 
scheduled  for  September  29  and  30 
at  Caney  Conference  Center.  Judy 
Loehr  from  Fort  Lauderdale, 
Florida  will  be  the  guest  clinician. 

*  *  * 

Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette,  will 
conduct  its  eighth  Singles 
Conference  October  6-7.  Guest 
speaker  for  the  two  day  event  is  Jim 
Smoke,  author  of  such  books,  as 
“Growing  Through  Divorce,” 
"Suddenly  Single,”  “Every  Single 
Day,”  and  “Living  Beyond 
Divorce"  just  to  name  a  few. 

*  *  * 

Several  St.  Tammany  High 
School  Class  reunions  were  recently 
celebrated  during  the  morning 
worship  service  at  Hartzell-Mount 
Zion  UMC  in  Slidell.  As  a  part  of 
the  Class  of  1940  festivities.  Rev. 
Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  pastor, 
rendered  the  invocation  at  the 
group’s  banquet  dinner  also  held  in 
Slidell.  Slidell  City  Councilman, 
Lionel  Washington  who  is  also  a 
Hartzell-Mount  Zion  member, 
presented  Rev.  Campbell  with  a  key 
to  the  city.  Phyllis  Eden  and  Sidney 
C.  Harrison  were  coordinators  of 
the  event. 


Reminder 

The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Planning  Retreat  is  scheduled 
for  October  5  and  6  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria. 


In  Memoriam 

Glendon  R.  Messer,  retired  minister,  died  September  8,  1990.  Rev. 
Messer,  who  is  survived  by  his  wife  Mary,  was  72  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  funeral  service  took  place  at  First  UMC  in  Hammond  on 
September  10  with  burial  at  Blackwater  UMC  Cemetery  in  Baker. 

*  *  * 

Mrs.  Jessie  Howell,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Halleys  Comet  Howell, 
died  September  1 4,  1 990.  She  was  80  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


*  •  * 

Mr.  Larry  Lewis,  former  Director  of  Education  Ministries.  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries,  died  September  1 9,  1 990  at  the  age  of  4 1 . 
Burial  took  place  in  Owensboro.  Kentucky.  A  memorial  service  was 
held  September  26  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Memorial  donations  may  be  made  to  the  Daughenbaugh- 
Matheny  Scholarship  Fund  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


Retired  Ministers  Home 
to  be  Dedicated 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  and  Rev.  James  M.  Poole,  Ruston  District 
Superintendent,  will  participate  in  a  special  Service  of  Dedication  for  a 
Retired  Ministers  home  located  in  Downsville.  The  dedication  ceremony 
is  scheduled  for  September  30,  2-3  p.m.  This  home  has  been  occupied  by 
Homer  and  Mary  Margaret  Bailes  since  June  of  this  year. 

Lay  speaking  schools 
scheduled 
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Editorial: 


Don't  misuse  God's  name 


Breaking  the  Third  Command¬ 
ment — “You  shall  not  take  the 
name  of  the  LORD  your  God  in 
vain  . . — has  become  so  routine 
that  even  many  Christians  have  lost 
sight  of  its  seriousness. 

A  recent  form  letter  from  a  self- 
described  “Christian  film  reviewer" 
prodded  us  to  that  conclusion. 

The  letter  itself  was  more  narrow¬ 
ly  focused.  It  invited  the  Reporter 
to  back  a  campaign  informing  film¬ 
makers  that  widespread  use  in  mov¬ 
ies  of  “our  Lord’s  name  in  vain”  is 
“offensive"  to  believers. 

Fair  enough.  But,  we  wondered, 
why  focus  only  on  movies?  What 
about  rampant  Third-Command¬ 
ment  violations  on  TV  and  in  best¬ 
selling  books,  including  such 
modem  classics  as  “Catcher  in  the 
Rye”  and  “The  Grapes  of  Wrath”? 

For  that  matter,  what  about  the 
everyday  use,  if  not  of  the  “real 
thing,”  of  slang  substitutes  such  as 
“jeez”  and  “gosh  dam”? 

Even  if  we  don’t  violate  the  com¬ 
mandment,  who  of  us  doesn’t  rou¬ 
tinely  tolerate  others  doing  so — if, 
that  is,  we  notice  such  utterances  at 
all? 

It’s  likely  that  few  of  us  can  re¬ 
member  the  last  time  we  took  strong 
exception  when  we  heard  God’s 
name  used  “in  vain,”  whether  in 
films,  in  books  or  in  real  life. 

So  we  should  be  wary,  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  of  self-righteously  mounting  a 
campaign  on  this  issue  to  remove  the 
“splinter”  from  the  eyes  of  filmmak¬ 
ers  or  any  other  single  group. 


Rather,  we  first  should  remove  any 
logs  from  our  own  eyes  that  blind  us 
to  our  complicity  in  ignoring  the  rou¬ 
tine  profaning  of  God’s  name. 

We  should  begin  by  recognizing 
that  “taking  the  Lord’s  name  in 
vain”  is  a  morally  and  spiritually 
grave  matter  for  the  following  rea¬ 
sons: 

■  Doing  so  violates  God’s  law 
whether  or  not  others  believe  that  is 
so.  We  should  accord  the  Third 
Commandment  the  same  serious¬ 
ness  we  do  other  parts  of  the  divine 
law,  such  as  prohibitions  against 
stealing  and  killing. 

■  Using  God’s  name  or  the  name 
of  Jesus  in  profane  ways  diminishes 
the  user.  Our  Lord  made  a  similar 
point:  “There  is  nothing  outside  a 
person  that  by  going  in  can  defile, 
but  the  things  that  come  out  are 
what  defile”  (Mark  7:15).  If  what 
“comes  out”  of  us  is  a  careless  and 
dishonorable  use  of  God’s  name,  we 
brand  ourselves  as  careless  and  dis¬ 
honorable  people. 

■  Profaning  the  name  of  God  is, 
in  fact,  offensive  to  sincere  and  sen¬ 
sitive  believers.  As  such,  it  is  a  form 
of  verbal  abuse  and  a  serious  stum¬ 
bling  block  to  relationships  based 
on  mutual  respect. 

■  Taking  God’s  name  “in  vain” 
expresses  an  ultimate  form  of  arro¬ 
gance — of  placing  ourselves  in  the 
position  of  denigrating  that  Source 
of  all  life  that  we  are  called  to  hold 
sacred.  It  is  an  insidious  form  of  ly¬ 
ing  and  merits  the  same  respect  as 
any  other  falsehood:  none. 


Faith  forum 


Is  violating  the  Third  Commandment  to  refrain  from  taking  God's 
name  “in  vain"  morally  and  spiritually  "a  grave  matter"?  Our  edi¬ 
torial  says  it  is.  What  do  you  think?  Send  replies  (no  more  than  a 
single  typed,  double-spaced  page)  by  Oct.  12  to  "Think,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor=  . .  —  — - _ 

I  thought  Christians  had  outgrown  hostilities 


I  was  saddened  to  read  in  the  Sept. 
14  Reporter  of  the  hostilities  between 
Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants  in 
Mexico.  I  thought  we  Christians  had 
outgrown  such  behavior. 

The  article  stresses  acts  of  violence 
against  Protestants  by  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics  and  seems  to  suggest  that  the 
pope  condones  the  violence.  That  is 
surely  a  regrettable  situation. 

However,  remembering  the  deep 
prejudices  against  Roman  Catholics 
still  to  be  found  in  the  United  States, 
I  can’t  help  wondering  if  some  of  the 
Protestants  working  in  Mexico  have 
been  overzealous  in  their  desire  for 
converts.  Have  they,  perhaps,  deni¬ 
grated  the  Catholic  faith,  thereby 
alienating  many  Mexicans? 

Whatever  the  reasons  for  the  di- 
lemma,  Protestants  and  Roman 
Catholics  alike  should  be  praying  for 
a  speedy  resolution  to  the  conflict. 
What  better  way  to  turn  people  away 
from  Christ  than  for  Christians  to  be 
quarreling  among  themselves? 

June  Hart 

Birch  Tree,  Missouri 

He  misses  the  point 

In  a  letter  in  the  Aug.  31  issue  of 
the  Reporter,  Jai  Gibson,  in  com¬ 
menting  on  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
Justice  William  Brennan,  seems  to 
have  completely  missed  the  point. 

Freedom  of  religion  is  enhanced 
by,  and  completely  dependent 
upon,  the  separation  of  church  and 

Pontius'  Puddle 


state.  Because  of  this  freedom, 
which  we  have  enjoyed  for  more 
than  200  years,  I  will  not  have  the 
particular  religious  views  of  Jai 
Gibson — with  which  I  totally  dis¬ 
agree — forced  on  me. 

I  trust  that  David  Souter,  should  he 
be  confirmed,  will  continue  to  main¬ 
tain  religious  freedom  in  this  country. 
Charles  E.  Winn 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee 

Editorial  disturbs  us 

The  Aug.  31  editorial,  headlined 
“Are  we  letting  religious  bias  in¬ 
flame  Mideast  crisis,”  asked  the 
question:  “Are  you  biased  against 
Islam,  the  dominant  religion  of 
most  Arab  nations?” 

That  question  is  disturbing. 

The  Rainbow  Lakes  United 
Methodist  Men  were  meeting  that 
evening,  so  I  decided  to  get  their  re¬ 
action  before  writing  a  letter  about 
my  concern.  The  response  to  your 
question  was  a  very  emphatic  “no.” 

I  have  been  a  Methodist  all  my 
life  (84  years)  and  firmly  believe 
that  an  individual  who  believes  in 
one  universal  God  has  the  right  to 
believe  in  and  support  whatever  re¬ 
ligion  he  desires.  I  will  back  him 
that  far.  Our  group  concurs. 

Certainly  we  all  hope  that  a  diplo¬ 
matic  solution  to  the  Middle  East 
crisis  can  be  reached.  But  can  we 
idly  stand  by  and  allow  further 
takeovers  by  a  power  hungry  assas¬ 


sin?  Can  we  afford  for  such  a  per¬ 
son  to  destroy  a  great  portion  of 
humanity  and  the  world  for  the 
sake  of  power? 

Perhaps  a  better  opening  ques¬ 
tion  would  have  been:  “Do  the  con¬ 
stant  inflammatory  references  to 
the  Islamic  leader  of  Iraq  by  liberal 
journalists,  editors  and  reporters 
put  religion  into  the  forefront  of 
what  is  rightly  a  political,  diplomat¬ 
ic  and  humane  cause?” 

Benjamin  E.  McBrayer 
Dunnellon,  Florida 

Commitment  to  be  tested 

The  Aug.  24  article,  headlined 
“  ‘Putting  faith  to  work’  still  agen¬ 
cy’s  calling,"  reports  that  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is 
committed  to  “listen  and  learn” 
from  grass-roots  church  members. 

That  commitment  will  be  put  to 
the  test  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
social-action  agency. 

A  recent  California-Nevada  An¬ 
nual  Conference  task  force  could 
find  no  justification  for  the  board’s 
table  grapes  boycott  endorsement. 
Furthermore,  it  received  no  re¬ 
sponse  when  it  sought  help  from  the 
agency  for  its  investigation. 

Now  a  June  1990  resolution  from 
the  California-Nevada  conference 
“requests  that  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  bring  evidence 
and/or  charges  against  a  specific 
farmer,  farmers  or  grower  corpora¬ 


tions,  so  that  an  investigation  can 
be  made  by  the  annual  conference 
to  substantiate  whether  boycott  ac¬ 
tion  in  those  cases  is  justified.” 

Let’s  see  if  the  connectional  sys¬ 
tem  really  works  with  two-way  com¬ 
munication  now  that  an  annual 
conference  has  asked  in  plenary  ses¬ 
sion  for  a  clear  and  specific  response 
from  a  general  church  agency. 

Charles  A.  Woodworth 
Cut  Bank,  Montana 

Anti-feminism  deplored 

The  crisis  in  the  Middle  East 
seems  to  have  brought  about  a  tide 
of  anti-feminism. 

Almost  daily  some  TV  reporter  is 
interviewing  a  lady  soldier  about 
the  propriety  and  practicality  of 
women  in  the  armed  forces,  espe¬ 
cially  in  such  a  near-combat  loca¬ 
tion  as  Saudi  Arabia. 

Some  reporter  sought  to  emphasize 
the  despicability  of  the  dictator  of 
Iraq  by  accusing  him  of  “hiding  be¬ 
hind  women’s  skirts.”  That  approach¬ 
es  the  limits  of  obscenity  among  sexist 
remarks  I  have  heard  lately. 

Surely  some  United  Methodist 
board  or  agency  needs  to  speak  up 
when  the  public  press  begins  to 
question  whether  women  are  equal¬ 
ly  qualified  with  men  to  be  shields 
and  hostages. 

Let  us  unite  against  “every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  evil”  that  would  delay 
the  halcyon  day  when  never  again 
would  women  be  expected  to  row 
off  to  rescue  in  the  lifeboats  while 
men  enjoy  the  chauvinistic  honor  of 
going  down  with  the  ship. 

Charles  M.  Walton  Jr. 

Dripping  Springs,  Texas 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

|  “In  my  father’s  house  are  many 
|  rooms;  if  it  were  not  so,  would  I 
l  have  told  you  that  I  go  to  prepare  a 
place  for  you?”  (RSV) 
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Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Matthew  5:17) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  1 

Monday:  Psalms  99: 1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  99:6-9 
Wednesday:  Exodus  33:12-23 
Thursday:  Matthew  21:12-27 
Friday:  Matthew  2 1 :28-32 
Saturday:  Philippians  2:1-1 3 
Sunday:  Philippians  2:14-18 


SEPTEMBER  28,  1990 


My  Witness= 


All  of  us  are  responsible 
for  the  call  to  ministry 


By  (AMES  L.  OMAN 

Last  spring,  130  people  met  in 
Nashville  to  talk  about  their  call 
into  the  ordained  ministry  and  to 
look  at  the  future  of  ordained  min¬ 
istry  in  our  denomination. 

The  event — “Celebrating  the 
Call:  The  Future  of  Ordained  Min¬ 
istry”— -brought  together  people 
from  56  annual  conferences  repre¬ 
senting  a  variety  of  expressions  of 
ordained  ministry.  An  extensive 
survey  had  identified  them  as  influ¬ 
ential  in  lives  of  people  who  entered 
ordained  ministry. 

What  impressed  me  most  about 
group  members  was  the  diversity  of 
their  experience.  Although  our  pri¬ 
mary  purpose  was  to  recognize  and 
celebrate  their  role  in  encouraging 
people  to  enter  the  ordained  minis¬ 
try,  we  also  wanted  to  learn  from 
their  experience. 

They've  made  a  difference 

This  event  was  different  and  sig¬ 
nificant  because  participants 
weren’t  invited  because  they  repre¬ 
sented  a  group  or  a  conference  but 
because  they  had  made  a  difference 
in  someone’s  life. 

Their  impact  on  someone’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  enter  ordained  ministry 
meant  that  even  after  many  years 
they  were  remembered  and  named. 
They  were  special.  They  had  made  a 
difference. 

The  unity  that  developed  among 
participants  was  remarkable.  They 
had  a  growing  awareness  of  the  spe¬ 
cial  bond  between  them:  their  call 
to  ordained  ministry. 

They  had  experienced  that  call  in 
a  variety  of  ways,  but  the  whole 
community  agreed  that  a  reaffirma¬ 
tion  of  their  call  was  needed.  That 
call  had  sustained  them  in  the  midst 
of  the  changing  nature  of  ordained 
ministry. 

This  event  made  at  least  one  spe¬ 
cial  contribution  to  the  church:  It 
heightened  the  awareness  that  all  of 
us  as  Christians  have  an  ongoing  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  affirm  :our  call  to 
ministry.  That  responsibility  began 
with  our  baptism  and  is  continued 
by  our  life  in  the  community  of 
faith  and  in  the  world. 

Pastors  have  a  particular  respon¬ 
sibility  to  affirm  not  only  their  own 
call  to  ordained  ministry  but  also  to 


"My  Witness"  it  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  I 
readers  may  share  \ 
meaningful  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  Chris-  \ 
tian  life.  The  Rev. 
lames  L.  Oman  is  j 
the  director  of  the 

Lilly  Ministry  Protect  \  _ 

for  United  Methodists  based  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  and  a  ministerial  member  of  the 
Missouri  West  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 

identify  and  encourage  people  who 
have  gifts  for  service  in  the  church. 

The  Book  of  Discipline  (Para¬ 
graph  439)  states  this  responsibility 
quite  clearly: 

“To  search  out  from  among  the 
membership  and  constituency  men 
and  women  for  pastoral  ministry 
and  other  church  related  occupa¬ 
tions:  to  help  them  interpret  the 
meaning  of  the  call  of  God,  to  ad¬ 
vise  and  assist  when  they  commit 
themselves  thereto,  to  counsel  with 
them  concerning  the  course  of  their 
preparation,  and  to  keep  a  careful 
record  of  such  decisions.” 

Call  linked  to  mission 

I  am  firmly  convinced  that  at¬ 
tracting  people  who  will  serve  effec¬ 
tively  in  ordained  ministry  is 
directly  linked  to  the  church's  strug¬ 
gle  with  its  mission  and  visibility. 

The  “Celebrating  the  Call”  con¬ 
vocation  showed  me  that  renewal  of 
my  own  call  is  the  starting  point  for 
all  efforts  to  encourage  others,  par¬ 
ticularly  our  young  people,  to  con¬ 
sider  a  life  of  service  in  the 
ordained  ministry. 

One  participant  observed:  “It’s 
not  that  we  ask  too  much  of  our 
young  people  but  rather  that  we  ask 
too  little.” 

Could  it  be  that  we  have  come  to 
expect  too  little  of  ourselves  and 
ou'f  chufch?  ‘  “ 

It  is  my  hope  that  we  in  the 
church  can  increasingly  see  the  im¬ 
portant  role  that  ordained  ministry 
plays  in  the  life  of  the  community  of 
faith  and  challenge  the  most  gifted 
of  our  members  to  respond  to 
God’s  call  to  serve. 


What  others  are  saying= 


“In  the  world,  we  have  the  freedom 
to  choose  our  friends;  in  the  church, 
Christ  chooses  our  friends  for  us.” 

— The  Rev.  Norman  Neaves,  United 
Methodist  pastor,  Oklahoma  City. 

*  Hr  * 

“The  church  is  neither  an  abstract 
idea  nor  merely  a  voluntary  associa¬ 
tion  of  believers  but  a  divinely  com¬ 
missioned  and  ordered  community 
of  apostolic  faith,  worship  and  disci- 
pleship  through  time, . . .  The  Gos¬ 
pel  is  the  proclamation  of  God’s 
grace  in  Christ  and  his  body  the 
church.  It  is  for  the  sake  of  that  Gos¬ 
pel,  and  the  unity  of  the  church  gath¬ 
ered  by  that  Gospel,  that  I  am  today 
a  Roman  Catholic.” 

— The  Rev.  Richard  Neuhaus,  for¬ 
mer  Lutheran  pastor  recently  con¬ 
verted  to  Roman  Catholicism. 

*  *  * 

“Clergy  have  sometimes  been 
known  to  encourage,  or  at  least  not 
discourage,  an  identification  of 
themselves  with  God.  Male  priests 
can  do  that  with  the  image  of  God 
the  Father;  female  priests  may  some¬ 
day  do  it  with  God  the  Mother!  No 


human  being  is  free  from  the  temp¬ 
tation  to  impose  his  or  her  agenda 
onto  God.  Idolatry  is  making  God 
fit  one’s  image — whether  that  be 
male  or  female,  white  or  black,  mid¬ 
dle-class  or  poor,  powerful  or  op¬ 
pressed.  There  is  no  agenda-free 
image  of  God,  and  hence  there  is  no 
agenda-free  name  for  God.” 

— -The  Rev.  James  E.  Griffiss,  author, 
“Naming  the  Mystery:  How  Our 
Words  Shape  Prayer  and  Belief.” 

*  *  * 

“Our  generation  is  the  first  in  hu¬ 
man  history  that  has  in  its  hands 
the  power  to  determine  whether  the 
Earth  remains  habitable.” 

— John  De  Mott,  professor  of  jour¬ 
nalism,  Memphis  State  University 
★  *  * 

“Kindness,  humor  and  accep¬ 
tance  ought  to  be  basic  expressions 
of  the  Christian  life.  They’re  power¬ 
ful  battering  rams  that  knock  down 
the  walls  people  have  built  around 
themselves  to  keep  away  a  God  they 
believe  is  a  threat." 

— Cal  Thomas,  columnist,  “The 
Christian  Herald” 
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PRESENTS 


1ST  ANNUAL 
SCHOOLER 
INSTITUTE  ON 
PREACHING 


November  12-13,  1990 
“Spiritual  Revitalization  Through 
Preaching:  Set  the  Captives  Free’ 
Cost:  $40  includes  registration, 
meals,  and  2.0  CEUs. 

For  details  and  to  register,  call 
(614)  363-1146  before 
the  deadline  of  Oct.  31- 
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Faith  at  work 
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FOUNDATION  ASKS  RELIEF:  The 

Episcopal  Radio-TV  Foundation  in  Atlanta 
producer  of  Episcopalian  segments  of  radio’s 
“Protestant  Hour,”  plans  to  continue  despite 
filing  for  bankruptcy.  The  foundation  sought  re¬ 
organization  to  escape  a  $1.8  million  lawsuit 
judgment.  A  federal  jury  said  the  foundation 
sold  tapes  made  by  the  late  actor  Alexander 
Scourby  without  permission  of  Mr.  Scourby’s 
estate.  Mr.  Scourby,  who  was  paid  $15,000  for 
his  vocal  recordings  of  the  Bible,  died  in  1985. 
“Protestant  Hour”  broadcasts  rotate  among 
mainline  Protestant  church  groups,  including 
United  Methodist  Communications,  usually  in 
1 3-week  series. 

AGGRESSION  IS  DECRIED:  Arch¬ 
bishop  Robert  Runcie  of  Canterbury  has  con¬ 
demned  Iraq  for  old-fashioned  naked  aggression 
in  Kuwait.  But  the  leader  of 
.the  Church  of  England 
urged  Britain  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  err  on  the  side  of 
humanity  in  dealing  with 
the  crisis.  In  a  speech  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  Archbishop 
Runcie  warned  there  will  be 
pressure  for  a  quick  strike  Robert  Runcie 
against  Iraq.  But,  he  said,  such  pressure  should 
be  firmly  resisted — at  least  until  sanctions  have 
been  given  time  to  work.  He  said  that  in  apply¬ 
ing  sanctions  against  Iraq,  there  must  be  no 
wish  to  cause  needless  suffering  by  deprivation 
of  medical  supplies  or  essential  foodstuffs. 

MIDEAST  APPEAL:  Church  World 
Service,  emergency  assistance  arm  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  has  issued  an  ur¬ 
gent  appeal  for  $75,000  to  aid  refugees  pouring 
into  Jordan  from  Kuwait.  Between  Aug.  7  and 
.  26,  about  220,000  people  crossed  the  border 
.  from  Iraq  and  Kuwait,  according  to  the  United 
Nations  Disaster  Relief  Organization.  The  flood 
continues  at  the  rate  of  20,000  to  40,000  people 
daily.  The  Ecumenical  Relief  Service  of  the 
Middle  East  Council  of  Churches  has  appealed 
for  $300,000.  Church  World  Service  is  seeking 
$75,000  as  a  contribution.  That’s  in  addition  to 
$35,000  already  sent.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  participates  in  Church  World  Service 
through  its  membership  in  the  National  Council 
of  Churches. 

HEALTH  FOR  ALL:  More  than  100 
Methodists  from  17  countries  met  in  La  Paz, 
Bolivia,  recently  to  explore  the  church’s  role  in 
fulfilling  the  goal  of  “health  for  all”  by  2000- 
Sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Council  of 
Evangelical  Methodist  Churches  in  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica,  the  “Health  for  All  Consultation”  was  the 
first  meeting  at  which  Methodists  from  Latin 
.  America,  the  United  States,  Switzerland,  Africa 
and  India  had  discussed  specific  health  prob¬ 
lems  facing  Latin  America  and  the  poorest  sec¬ 
tor  of  the  United  States. 

ARABS  QUESTION  STANDARD: 

Arab  people  see  a  “double  standard”  in  the 
“zeal  with  which  (the  United  States)  protected 
Kuwait”  but  is  “unwilling  to  deliver  on  Pales¬ 
tinian  rights,”  a  top  Arab  official  at  the  United 
Nations  told  a  United  Methodist  panel  recently. 
“People  all  over  the  Arab  world  are  asking  ques¬ 
tions,”  said  Clovis  Maksoud  of  the  League  of 
Arab  States  in  remarks  to  the  United  Methodist 
Joint  Panel  on  International  Affairs.  No  one  is 
supporting  Iraqi  President  Saddam  Hussein, 
Dr.  Maksoud  continued,  but  Arabs  wonder 
about  the  real  interests  of  the  United  States. 
Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Uganda:  Success  in  frontier  evangelization 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 

Editor 

Picture  “Uganda.” 

The  resulting  image  is  likely  to 
include  former  President  Idi 
Amin,  brutal  killings  of  civilians 
and  looting  by  soldiers,  and  a 
country  beset  by  political  and 
economic  chaos. 

Try  to  imagine  this  alternative 
image:  the  Rev.  Solomon 
Muwanga,  a  U.S.-trained  minis¬ 
ter  who  has  launched  a  frontier 
evangelization  effort  in  Uganda 
and  who  sees  Methodism  as  a  po¬ 
tentially  potent  force  for  reconcil¬ 
ing  the  country’s  diverse  factions. 

It’s  difficult  to  imagine  a  less 
likely  scenario.  Solomon  was 
born  37  years  ago  to  Moslem  par¬ 
ents  in  a  rural  area  near  Ugan¬ 
da’s  second  largest  city,  Jinja.  He 
became  a  Christian  during  his 
teen  years  and  developed  a  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  leader  among  Chris¬ 
tian  youths. 

When  Idi  Amin  declared  his 
determination  to  stamp  out 
Christianity,  Solomon  fled  for 
his  life  to  Kenya  during  1975. 
There  he  sought  support  to  study 
in  the  United  States  in  response 
to  God’s  call  to  preach. 

Methodism  found  in  U.S. 

With  the  help  of  American 
friends,  Solomon  attended 
Houghton  College  in  North  Cen¬ 
tral  New  York. 

“It  was  there  that  I  first 
learned  of  the  Methodists,”  he 
said.  “And  what  I  saw  was  a  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  body  of  Christ  that  is 
able  to  attract  people  from  all 
walks  of  life  and  to  accommo¬ 
date  people  in  their  differences.” 

Solomon  said  he  became  con¬ 
vinced  that  Methodism  could 
serve  as  a  reconciling  force  in  his 
war-torn  country.  Although 
Uganda  had  no  Methodist 
church,  he  decided  that  his  call¬ 
ing  was  to  share  the  Methodist 
understanding  of  the  Christian 
faith  with  his  people. 

After  attending  Asbury  Semi¬ 
nary. jn  Wilmore,  Ky.,  Solomon 
returned  to  his  homeland  in 


southwestern  Uganda  in  1985 
and  began  preaching.  He  hoped 
to  be  linked  with  one  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  conferences  in 
Zaire,  but  the  distance  proved 
too  great  for  such  a  relationship 
to  be  practical. 

At  that  point,  he  contacted 
Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu,  head  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  nearby 
Kenya,  and  received  an  encour¬ 
aging  response.  Subsequently, 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Uganda 
was  officially  recognized  by  and 
registered  with  the  government. 
It  now  functions  as  an  extension 
ministry  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Kenya. 

Impressive  results 

The  results  of  Pastor  Muwan- 
ga's  first  four  years  back  in  Ugan¬ 
da  are  impressive. 

With  the  help  of  one  other 
minister,  the  Rev.  Moses  Wam- 
buzi,  and  a  team  of  lay  pastors 
the  two  have  trained,  26  congre¬ 
gations  have  been  established. 
Membership  totals  between 
2,000  and  3,000. 

All  members  of  Solomon’s 
family  except  his  father  have  be¬ 
come  Christians.  That  has  been  a 


source  of  tension,  he  said,  but  af¬ 
ter  disowning  Solomon,  the  elder 
Mr.  Muwanga  gradually  has  ac¬ 
cepted  the  changes,  including  the 
leadership  role  his  wife  has  as¬ 
sumed  in  her  nearby  Methodist 
congregation. 

Despite  good  statistics,  the 
task  Solomon  faces  is  anything 
but  easy.  Life  in  Uganda  is  diffi¬ 
cult.  Reminders  are  everywhere 
of  the  20  years  of  turmoil  and 
civil  war  Uganda  experienced  af¬ 
ter  gaining  independence  from 
Britain. 

"Destruction  comes  easily,  but 
it  takes  many  years  to  rebuild,” 
Solomon  noted. 

Uganda’s  leader  for  the  past 
five  years,  President  Yoweri  Mu¬ 
seveni,  has  attacked  corruption 
and  committed  the  country  to  a 
disciplined  process  of  develop¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Museveni  is  a  Christian, 
according  to  Solomon,  and  sup¬ 
ports  the  church’s  efforts. 

A  church  still  being  born 

Methodism  in  Uganda  is  still  in 
its  infancy.  Few  congregations 
meet  in  conventional  church  build- 
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ings.  Most  meet  in  homes,  under 
trees  or  in  abandoned  buildings. 

Most  churches  are  in  rural  ar¬ 
eas  where  Solomon  and  Mr. 

Wambuzi  have  taken  the  church 
to  the  people.  Membership  has 
grown  as  a  result  of  house-to- 
house  visitation  and  people  who 
visit  a  congregation  in  one  place 
inviting  Solomon  to  come  to  Global  Ministries. 


their  home  area  to  share  the  Gos¬ 
pel. 

United  Methodists  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  are  providing  support 
for  Methodism’s  frontier  evange¬ 
lism  efforts  in  Uganda  through 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  and  the  World  Program 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of 


Expansion  has  many  forms  and  needs 


Methodism’s  expansion  into 
Uganda  under  the  leadership  of 
the  Rev.  Solomon  Muwanga  is 
taking  a  variety  of  forms  and  cre¬ 
ating  a  variety  of  needs  (see  relat¬ 
ed  story  above). 

One  congregation,  Bulabendi, 
is  located  near  Solomon’s  home 
village.  It  meets  under  a  large 
tree  in  the  front  yard  of  an  elder 
who  was  an  Anglican. 

“Before,  we  had  to  walk  long 
distances  to  church  in  town,”  the 
former  Anglican  said.  “Now  the 
people  of  this  area  have  only  a 
short  distance  to  walk.” 

The  Bulabendi  congregation 
owns  a  plot  of  land  on  which  its 
members  hope  soon  to  erect  a 
simple  church  building.  It’s  ex¬ 
pected  to  cost  $10,000.  The  con¬ 
gregation’s  leaders  express 


confidence  that  they  can  raise 
half  that  amount  if  the  other  half 
can  be  secured  from  other 
sources  (Advance  Special  No. 
010985). 

In  the  village  of  Bubogo,  Solo¬ 
mon  has  planted  a  church  in  a 
factory  abandoned  by  its  Asian 
inhabitants  during  former  Presi¬ 
dent  Idi  Amin’s  reign  in  the  mid- 
1970s. 

Another  building  in  the  com¬ 
pound  is  occupied  by  a  midwife. 
She  operates  a  sparsely  stocked 
dispensary  to  minister  to  the 
health  needs  of  people  in  the  area, 
most  of  whom  are  squatters. 

The  church  owns  two  plots  of 
land  in  Jinja,  neither  of  which  is 
yet  the  site  of  a  building.  Al¬ 
though  his  primary  focus  is  on 
people  rather  than  buildings,  Sol¬ 


omon  said  he  feels  that  construc¬ 
tion  is  important  to  establish  a 
tangible  Methodist  identity  in 
the  city  in  the  near  future. 

The  larger  of  the  two  sites, 
called  Oboja,  is  near  Jinja’s  city 
center.  It  is  to  be  the  site  of  a 
nursery  school  and  training  cen¬ 
ter  for  women  as  well  as  a  local 
church  (Advance  Special 
#010985). 

At  Kasolo.  a  large  building  has 
been  made  available  for  the 
church’s  use.  The  roofless  shell  of 
an  adjacent  building  is  designat¬ 
ed  to  become  a  church-sponsored 
clinic.  Next  spring  a  United 
Methodist  work  team  from  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  plans  to  travel 
to  Uganda  to  complete  the  clinic. 
The  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  is  to  provide  funds 


for  materials  (Advance  Special 
#010986). 

Solomon  calls  the  building 
owned  by  the  church  at  Bugembe 
“our  cathedral,”  not  because  of 
the  building  itself  but  because  of 
the  spacious  vacant  lot  beside  it. 
The  existing  building  has  been 
adapted  to  serve  as  a  church  and 
nursery  school.  Solomon  has 
dreams  of  building  a  sizeable 
church  at  this  location.  But  that 
would  cost  $30,000  (Advance 
Special  No.  010982). 

A  major  need  of  more  modest 
proportions,  Solomon  said,  is 
two  tents — one  large  enough  to 
be  used  for  short-term  evangelis¬ 
tic  meetings  and  a  small  one  to 
house  the  visiting  evangelist  (Ad¬ 
vance  Special  No.  010995). 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BV  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 

KIGANGA,  Uganda — At  left,  members  of  the 
Bulabendi  Methodist  Church  in  southeast  Ugan¬ 
da  join  in  an  impromptu  mid-week  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  The  congregation  hopes  soon  to  build  a 
sanctuary  on  property  it  has  acquired.  Method¬ 
ism  in  Uganda,  an  extension  ministry  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Kenya,  receives  financial 
support  from  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


JINJA,  Uganda — At  right,  the  sparsely  furnished 
and  lighted  building  serves  as  the  meeting  place 
for  the  Bugembe  Methodist  Church.  Evangelist 
Solomon  Muwanga  refers  to  Bugembe  as  "our 
cathedral,"  not  because  of  the  present  building 
but  of  the  site's  potential  to  house  a  sizeable 
church  building  that  will  give  Methodism  in 
Uganda  a  tangible  identity. 


Baptism:  What  words  best  convey  our  understandings  of  it? 
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By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

EVANSTON,  Ill. — What  words 
will  best  explain  to  local  congrega¬ 
tions  the  United  Methodist  under¬ 
standing  of  baptism? 

That  question  dogged  the  work  of 
the  special  churchwide  committee 
studying  the  meaning  of  baptism  dur¬ 
ing  its  Sept.  19-21  meeting  at  Garrett- 
Evangelical  Theological  School. 

The  Rev.  Mark  C.  Trotter  of  San 
Diego,  committee  chairman,  identi¬ 
fied  four  issues  in  the  panel’s  second 
draft  document  that  he  believes 
shaiply  divide  the  24-member  group: 

■  Use  of  the  word  “ordination” 


"Our  task  is  to  bring  some  new  theological 
understanding  . . .  language  to  use  with  the  new 
ritual  that  will  be  acceptable  to  the  broadest 
segment  of  the  church." 

— Mark  C.  Trotter 


CLASSIFIED 


YOUTH  AND  LEISURE  TIME  MINISTRY  Di¬ 
rector,  full-time  stafT  position.  Send  resume  to: 
Middletown  United  Methodist  church,  Staff-Parish 
Committee,  P.O.  Box  43033,  Louisville,  KY 
40253-0033,  by  November  2.  Position  available 
January  1,  1991.  Salary  from  S17.000  to  520,000 
depending  on  qualifications  and  experience  of 
applicant. 


OPEN  DOOR  COMMUNITY  HOUSE  a  United 

Methodist  Mission  Agency,  seeks  applicants  for  the 
position  of  Executive  Director.  Position  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  planning,  implementing  and  directing 
programs  and  administration  for  community  cen¬ 
ter.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  with  references 
to:  Search  Committee,  Open  Door  Community 
House,  P.O.  Box  1 2008,  Columbus,  GA  3 1 907. 


PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/Organist 

needed  for  Florida  Keys  church.  Coordinate  music 
program,  direct  adult  choir,  play  organ.  Burton  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  246, 
Tavernier,  FL  33070.  (305)  852-258 1 . 


MINISTER,  DIRECTOR,  YOUTH/COLLEGE 

Age,  growing  2500-member  church,  Chicago  sub¬ 
urb.  Youth  ministry  experience,  commitment.  Cur¬ 
rent  strong  program.  Resume/references:  Grace 
UMC,  300  E  Gartner,  Naperville,  IL  60540.  (708) 
355-1748. 


to  describe  the  claim  baptism  places 
on  an  individual  for  Christian  wit¬ 
ness'  and  service.  This  concept  of 
“witness  and  service”  is  also  known 
as  the  “general  ministry”  or  the 
“ministry  of  all  believers.” 

■  Which  term — “profession  of 
faith”  or  “affirmation  of  bap¬ 
tism” — more  accurately  describes 
the  conscious  decision  for  Christ 
now  known  as  confirmation. 

■  Whether  to  recommend  that 


the  United  Methodist  Book  of  Wor¬ 
ship — being  revised  by  another  spe¬ 
cial  committee — include  the 
traditional  baptismal  rituals  of  the 
Methodist  and  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  churches.  Rituals  of  these 
two  churches  which  merged  in  1968 
to  form  The  United  Methodist 
Church  differ  significantly  from  the 
understanding  of  baptism  as  ex¬ 
pressed  in  other  rituals  in  the  new 
(1989)  United  Methodist  Hymnal. 


Baptism  panel  lifts  cloak  from  its  work 

Reporter  Staff  Special 


EVANSTON,  III. — The  baptism 
study  committee  has  lifted  a  two- 
year  cloak  on  its  work. 

In  1988,  in  hopes  of  avoiding 
confusion  resulting  from  misunder¬ 
standing  of  a  work  in  progress,  the 
newly  formed  committee  adopted  a 
policy  of  keeping  its  documents  un¬ 
der  wraps. 

A  unified  draft  was  presented  last 
April,  however,  and  the  committee 
circulated  copies  of  it  to  various 
people  for  critique.  Additional 


copies  were  made  without  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  knowledge  for  discussion  at 
annual  conference  pastors’  schools. 

Consequently,  the  committee  de¬ 
cided  Sept.  21  to  allow  copies  of  the 
current  version  to  be  provided  to 
those  who  inquire. 

Copies  are  available  by  contact¬ 
ing  the  Rev.  Charles  R.  Kjshpaugh, 
Christian  Education  and  Age-Level 
Ministries,  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship.  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202-0840. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


■  Whether  to  add  a  prohibition 
against  discrimination  based  on 
“sexual  preference”  to  Paragraph 
208  of  the  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Discipline.  That  paragraph  de¬ 
scribes  who  is  eligible  for  member¬ 
ship  in  the  church. 

Each  issue  provoked  lengthy  debate 
and  virtually  tied  votes  during  the 
committee’s  deliberations  last  week. 

As  a  result,  Dr.  Trotter  appointed  a 
three-person  language  subcommittee. 

“We’re  not  inventing  this  [ex¬ 
panded]  concept  of  baptism,”  Dr. 
Trotter  said.  “This  concept  is  in  the 
new  baptismal  rite  in  the  1989  hym¬ 
nal.  But  much  of  the  church  thus  far 
has  completely  rejected  the  idea. 

“Our  task  is  to  bring  some  new 
theological  understanding  and  help 
for  this  new  importance  of  baptism. 
We  must  find  language  to  use  with 
the  new  ritual  that  will  be  accept¬ 
able  to  the  broadest  segment  of  the 
church.” 

Dr.  Trotter  said  he  is  modeling  the 
language  subcommittee  after  the  pro¬ 
cess  used  to  refine  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  theological  statement  adopted 
by  the  1988  General  Conference. 

That  process  was  moderated  in 
1988  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Lang¬ 
ford  Jr.,  professor  of  theology  at 
Duke  Divinity  School.  Dr.  Langford 
also  serves  on  the  baptism  study 
committee. 

The  language  subcommittee  is  to 


present  its  report  to  the  full  panel 
Jan.  8-9  in  Nashville. 

At  that  meeting,  the  baptism 
study  committee  must  complete  a 
draft  to  present  to  the  General 


Board  of  Discipleship  in  January. 

The  Discipleship  board  is  to  pres¬ 
ent  the  baptism  study  and  its  accom¬ 
panying  changes  to  the  1992  General 
Conference  in  Louisville,  Ky. 


Broadened  understanding  proposed 

Reporter  Staff  Special 


EVANSTON,  Ill. — A  broadened 
understanding  of  baptism’s  mean¬ 
ing  is  the  basis  of  a  paper  being  pre¬ 
pared  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  by  a  special  churchwide 
baptism  study  committee. 

That  broadened  meaning  sees 
baptism  as  the  first  experience  in  a 
lifetime  of  God’s  grace. 

While  the  committee  still  strug¬ 
gles  with  exact  words  to  describe 
the  concept  (see  related  story),  these 
are  among  ideas  being  considered: 

■  There  is  only  one  baptism,  and 
the  rite  of  baptism  shouldn't  be  re¬ 
peated.  The  grace  of  God  that  is  the 
active  agent  in  baptism,  however,  can 
be  reaffirmed  in  the  future  through 
public  profession  of  faith  and  other 
acts  of  witness  and  service. 

■  Baptism  places  a  claim  on  an 
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individual  to  live  a  life  that  embod¬ 
ies  service  and  witness  as  a  repre¬ 
sentative  of  Christ. 

■  Baptism  is  open  to  all,  regard¬ 
less  of  race,  color,  age,  national  ori- 
gin,  sex.  disabling  or  economic 
condition. 

■  Baptism  of  infants  is  affirmed 
and  encouraged. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


SILK  SCREENED 

APRONS 


Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
today? 

•  Yellow  apron  with  navy  imprint  (ACJM501) 

•  White  apron  with  royal  imprint  (AUM502) 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint 
(ACJM503) 

•  Kelly  green  apron  with  white  imprint  (ACJM504) 

•  36'  long  and  24'  wide 

•  Durable  easy -care  fabric 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  Yoik  State 

Apron  (AUM50I.  AUM502.  AUM503,  ACJM504)  S9.  two 
aprons  $16.  six  aprons  $42  Add  sales  tax  for  delivery 
JnH.Y.  Satisfaction  or  refund  Also  available  for  other 
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Faith 

= connections 

WOMEN'S  EXEC  NOMINATED: 

The  treasurer  of  the  United  Methodist  mission 
board’s  Women’s  Division  has  been  nominated 
to  be  the  division’s  next 
chief  executive.  If  elected, 

Joyce  D.  Sohl  would  suc¬ 
ceed  Theressa  Hoover,  who 
is  retiring  Dec.  31  as  head  of 
the  1.2  million-member 
United  Methodist  Women’s 
organization.  The  election  is 
expected  during  the  mission 
board's  meeting  Oct.  11-18 
in  New  York.  For  the  past  16  years,  Mrs.  Sohl, 
54,  has  served  as  the  division’s  chief  financial  of¬ 
ficer.  She  is  also  treasurer  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  and  a  member  of  its  governing 
board.  Mrs.  Sohl  was  a  member  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  United  Brethren  Church  Board  of  Missions 
until  that  church’s  merger  with  The  Methodist 
Church  in  1968.  She  later  served  as  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist  Women's  Division 
section  on  finance.  She  chaired  the  mission 
board  finance  committee  from  1972-76. 

PRESIDENT  RESIGNS:  The  president 
of  the  United  Methodist  General  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  resigned  effective 
Sept.  27.  A  successor  for  the 
Rev.  Linda  E.  Thomas  was 
to  be  elected  during  the 
commission’s  meeting  this 
week  in  California.  Ms. 

Thomas,  dean  of  students 
at  Wesley  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Washington,  re-  Linda  E.  Thomas 
mains  a  commission  member.  Ms.  Thomas  has 
accepted  a  faculty  position  at  Ilifif  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver  beginning  in  January.  In 
her  new  position  as  an  instructor  in  anthropolo¬ 
gy  and  ministry,  she  plans  to  take  a  sabbatical 
leave  in  June  1991  at  The  University  of  Cape¬ 
town  (South  Africa)  as  a  visiting  research  schol¬ 
ar. 


m 

Joyce  D.  Sohl 


CHILDREN'S  HAVEN:  Polk  Street 

United  Methodist  Church  in  Amarillo,  Texas, 
has  contributed  its  former  parsonage  to  become 
a  haven  for  children.  The  Bridge  is  believed  to 
be  the  only  centralized  facility  in  the  state  that 
provides  a  unified  network  of  law  enforcement, 
mental  health,  medical,  prosecution  and  child 
protection  services.  The  home-like  atmosphere 
of  the  center,  where  victims  of  child  abuse  can 
be  interviewed,  is  considered  a  means  of  spar¬ 
ing  the  children  additional  trauma  during  inves¬ 
tigations. 


UM  environmentalist:  We've  killed  nature 


Author,  Sunday  school  teacher's  first  book  heralded  as  'our  ecological  battle  cry' 

By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE  tinue  to  threaten  the  environ-  rules  he  was  bom  and  died."  t  A  t  \  .t™  Kf 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  IOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

CHAUTAUQUA,  N.Y. — United  Methodist  author  and  Sunday 
school  teacher,  William  McKibben  (left),  autographs  copies  of 
his  recently-published  book,  "The  End  of  Nature."  Mr.  McKib¬ 
ben  was  a  featured  speaker  during  the  summer  at  the  Chautau¬ 
qua  Institution. 

response  in  Mideast 


The  young  Sunday  school 
teacher,  armed  with  pen  and  pad, 
was  in  a  hurry  to  go  do  battle  in 
the  Soviet  Union. 

But  the  Soviets  aren’t  Bill 
McKibben’s  adversaries.  They’re 
his  allies  in  a  common  fight  to 
save  the  environment. 

Mr.  McKibben,  a  United 
Methodist  from  Johnsburg,  N.Y., 
a  tiny  town  in  the  Adirondack 
Mountains,  recently  co-chaired 
an  international  conference  in 
the  Soviet  Union.  The  meeting 
planned  strategies  to  preserve 
North  America’s  Great  Lakes 
and  the  Soviet  Union’s  Lake  Bai¬ 
kal,  the  world’s  oldest  and  deep¬ 
est  lake,  bigger  than  the  five 
Great  Lakes  combined. 

Teacher  writes  book 

Environmentalist  McKibben 
reached  that  strategizing  peak  in 
part  by  publishing  his  first  book, 
"The  End  of  Nature,”  in  1989. 
Before  that  he  had  written  hun¬ 
dreds  of  articles  as  a  “New  York¬ 
er”  magazine  staff  member.  His 
work  also  appeared  in  other  na¬ 
tional  publications  and  ‘‘The 
New  York  Times.” 

Mr.  McKibben  acknowledges 
that,  as  a  Sunday  school  teacher, 
he  needs  training.  He  made  that 
admission  in  late  August  as  a  fea¬ 
tured  speaker  in  an  appropriate 
place — at  the  Chautauqua  Insti¬ 
tution  in  upstate  New  York. 

The  institution,  a  center  for  re¬ 
ligion,  the  arts,  education  and  re¬ 
creation,  was  founded  in  1874  by 
Methodist  Bishop  John  Heyl 
Vincent  and  Methodist  layman 
Lewis  Miller  as  an  interdenomi¬ 
national  training  site  for  Sunday 
school  teachers.  It  spawned  the 
Chautauqua  movement,  known 
best  for  summer  entertainment 
and  for  public-speaking  forums. 

Choices  threaten  planet 

Mr.  McKibben  made  plain  to 
his  Chautauqua  audience  that 
political/military  decisions  con- 


ment. 

“The  risk  the  environment 
faces  is  equally  high  or  higher 
than  threats  to  the  national  secu¬ 
rity,"  he  said  within  three  weeks 
after  the  Persian  Gulf  crisis  be¬ 
gan.  "Yet  we  take  none  of  the 
precautions  we  do  for  that  threat. 

“Billions  of  dollars  are  spent 
on  defense,  yet  that  risk  is  uncer¬ 
tain,  too.  We  can’t  be  absolutely 
certain  how  much  or  how  long, 
but  the  consensus  continues  to 
grow  among  scientists.  There’s 
no  question  that  carbon  dioxide 
traps  heat  near  the  planet. . . . 

“Our  theology  will  be  severely 
strained  now  that  we’re  beginning 
to  set  the  boundaries  of  the  oceans 
ourselves  and  deciding  which  spe¬ 
cies  live  or  die,  mostly  die.” 

So  saying,  the  young  writer/ 
teacher/environmentalist  rushed 
to  catch  a  flight  to  the  Soviet 
Union. 

Mr.  McKibben  may  claim  that 
he  needs  training  to  teach  Sun¬ 
day  school,  but  he  needs  none  on 
the  environment. 

A  reviewer  in  the  “Boston 
Globe”  termed  “The  End  of  Na¬ 
ture"  "our  definitive  ecology 
book,  the  ecological  battle  cry.” 

By  “nature,”  Mr.  McKibben  ex¬ 
plains  in  his  book,  he  refers  to 
"the  separate  and  wild  province, 
the  world  apart  from  man  to 
which  he  adapted,  under  whose 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 

United  Methodist  Sews  Service 

NEW  YORK— Six  United 
Methodist  leaders  have  called  on 
church  members  to  use  Christian 
discretion  in  responses  to  the 
Persian  Gulf  crisis. 

United  Methodists  were  urged 
to  avoid  making  the  crisis  an  oc¬ 
casion  for  “demagoguery,  ma¬ 
nipulation  and  image-making 
which  seeks  to  label  Arabs  and 
Moslems  in  a  negative  way.” 


We've  killed  off  nature 

It  is  this  “nature,”  he  writes, 
that  “we  have  killed  off,  that 
world  entirely  independent  of  us 
which  was  here  before  we  arrived 
and  which  encircled  and  support¬ 
ed  our  human  society.” 

He  says  that  the  industrial  revo¬ 
lution’s  over-reliance  on  petroleum 
and  petrochemicals,  the  resultant 
overproduction  of  carbon  dioxide, 
depletion  of  the  ozone  layer  above 
the  earth  and  the  greenhouse  effect 
were  all  causes  or  signs  of  the  end 
of  nature. 

He  insists  that  he  is  no  theolo¬ 
gian  and  adds,  “I  am  not  even  cer¬ 
tain  what  I  mean  by  God.”  But  he 
refers  to  the  earth  as  “a  museum 
of  divine  intent,”  and  his  book's 
midsection — tucked  among  de¬ 
tailed  scientific  data  and  quotes 
from  myriad  experts — becomes, 
in  effect,  a  theological  treatise  as 
related  to  nature. 

“The  hope  that  science  could  re¬ 
place  religion  as  a  way  for  human 
beings  to  cope  with  the  world, 
then,  was  really  a  hope  that  ‘na¬ 
ture’  could  replace  ‘God’  as  a 
source  of  inspiration  and  under¬ 
standing,”  he  writes.  “. . .  But  na¬ 
ture,  it  turned  out,  was  fragile: 
Men  could  turn  it  on  its  head  so 
that  it  was  no  longer  ‘immutable’ 
and  no  longer  ‘on  the  side  of  life.’ 
The  atom  bomb  proved  that _ ” 


The  statement  was  signed  by: 

*  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 
and  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent, 
president  and  general  secretary, 
respectively.  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries; 

*  Bishop  William  B.  Grove 
and  the  Rev.  Bruce  W.  Robbins, 
president  and  general  secretary, 
respectively,  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns; 

*  The  Rev.  Edward  Iwamoto 
and  the  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf 


Fassett,  vice  president  and  gener¬ 
al  secretary,  respectively,  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  Sept.  17  statement  said 
church  members  should  increase 
their  appreciation  of  Moslem 
and  Arabic  contributions  to  soci¬ 
ety  through  study  and  personal 
contact. 

It  also  said  that  Arabs  and 
Moslems  should  be  invited  to 
participate  in  interfaith  and  com¬ 
munity  organizations. 

Church  members  are  urged  to 


support  a  diplomatic  and  negoti¬ 
ated  resolution  of  the  grievances 
in  the  Middle  East  with  leader¬ 
ship  being  taken  by  the  United 
Nations. 

“No  settlement  can  be 
achieved  without  the  withdrawal 
of  Iraqi  troops  from  Kuwait,” 
the  statement  asserts. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  earlier 
appealed  to  President  Bush  “to 
pursue  every  possible  political  and 
diplomatic  avenue — however 
lengthy — as  a  primary  option.” 


' Discretion '  urged  as 
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Pinches  of  Salt 
Spiritual  Seasonings 

Peggy  L.  Shriver 

Foreword  by  William  Sloane  Coffin 
Finding  grace  in  daily  life,  from  the 
intimacy  of  marriage  to  the  harsh 
realities  of  city  streets,  Peggy  Shriver 
offers  eighty-two  very  personal  poems 
that  address  the  dynamics  of  human 
relationships  from  childbirth  to  old  age. 

Paper  $9.95 


Love  Unknown 

Meditations  on  the  Death  and 
Resurrection  of  Jesus 
John  Barton 

This  popular  author  rejects  the  idea  that 
Jesus  walked  a  "necessary  path."  His 
twelve  meditations  paint  a  very  human 
picture  showing  Jesus  as  a  free  and 
willing  embodiment  of  God's  love. 

Paper  $7.95 


U- Turns  Permitted 

God's  Grace  for  Life's  Journey 
Howard  W.  Roberts 
"\  found  this  book  readable,  helpful, 
and  in  general  head  and  shoulders 
above  a  lot  of  religious  prose  that 
gets  passed  around  these  days." 

— FrederickBuechner 
Paper  $10.95 


How  to  Get 
the  Most  Out  of  Life 

Paul  A.  Hauck 

Based  on  his  36  years  of  experience, 
clinical  psychologist  Paul  A.  Hauck 
offers  an  invaluable  guidebook  that 
deals  positively  with  a  great  many 
problems  of  daily  living. 

Paper  $7.95 

Published  by  WESTMINSTER/JOHN  KNOX  PRESS 

Q  Cokesbury 

Books* Bibles* Church  Supplies  g 

Order  toll  free  1-800-672-1789  ' 
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Zimbabwe  UMs  celebrate  fund-raising  success 


By  BETTIE  W.  STORY 

The  familiar  statistics  out  of  Afri¬ 
ca — church  growth  by  more  than  10 
percent  a  year — came  alive  for  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  Woodie  W. 
White  (Illinois  Area)  during  a  recent 
visit  to  the  vibrant  congregations 
and  church  leaders  in  Zimbabwe. 

Three  years  ago  no  congregation 
worshiped  at  the  site  of  Inner  City 
UMC  in  the  capital  city  of  Harare. 

However,  when  Bishop  White 
preached  there  this  summer  as  the 
first  stop  on  his  two-week  episcopal 
visit,  he  found  a  church  overflowing 
with  more  than  400  members. 

Last  year  the  Inner  City  congrega¬ 
tion  led  the  conference  in  the  Harvest 
Festival  offering  for  church  growth.  A 
new  building  to  replace  the  church’s 
temporary  quarters  will  be  funded 
partially  through  these  efforts. 

The  goal  in  Zimbabwe  is  to  build 
250  churches  in  the  next  five  years, 
reported  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa 
(Zimbabwe  Area). 

Enthusiasm  for  Harvest  Festival 
Sunday,  celebrated  on  July  29  in  all 
United  Methodist  churches  and 
missions  in  the  nation,  was  impres¬ 
sive,  Bishop  White  said. 

The  offering  goal  was  a  million 
dollars  for  church  extension,  with 
contributions  to  be  received  through 
Sept.  2,  said  Bishop  Muzorewa. 

“We  are  a  witness  to  Bishop 
White,”  said  the  Rev.  Lovemore 
Nyanungo  to  his  Inner  City  congre¬ 
gation  under  the  Harvest  theme 
“God  Owns  Everything.” 

In  his  sermon,  Bishop  White  said, 
"God’s  hand  is  in  your  hand,  and  if 
you  keep  it  there  no  power  on  earth 
can  overcome  it.” 

St.  Mark  a  sending  church 

St.  Mark  UMC  in  Highfield,  a 
suburb  of  Harare,  was  the  scene  of  a 
districtwide  reception  for  Bishop 
White  and  other  visitors  from  the 
United  States. 

“We  are  worshipping  in  a  church 
that  is  a  gift  from  your  country,” 
said  Bishop  Muzorewa,  the  host. 
“And  every  time  we  worship  we  are 
reminded  of  our  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  in  Christ  in  America.” 

Bishop  Kenneth  Copeland  of  Texas 
dedicated  the  site  22  years  ago,  Bish¬ 
op  Muzorewa  said.  Bishop  Copeland 
raised  $52,000  for  the  building. 


“He  had  come  over  to  give  this 
new  bishop  some  advice,  so  I  put 
him  to  work,”  said  Bishop  Mu¬ 
zorewa,  who  was  the  first  Zimbab¬ 
wean  elected  to  the  episcopacy. 

Among  the  450  congregations  in 
Zimbabwe,  St.  Mark  is  blessed  to 
have  a  building.  Seventy-three  con¬ 
gregations  worship  under  the  trees, 
19  meet  in  facilities  of  other  de¬ 
nominations,  163  are  in  govern¬ 
ment  classrooms  and  38  have 
constructed  only  walls. 

Lack  of  facilities  does  not  deter 
outreach.  In  an  interview,  St. 
Mark’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  A.  Kat- 
sande  said  he  started  a  church  last 
year  with  205  members.  It  now  has 
482.  Mr.  Katsande  was  appointed 
to  St.  Mark  this  summer  after  two 
terms  as  a  district  superintendent. 

Mr.  Katsande  is  enthusiastic 
about  St.  Mark,  whose  members 
have  started  three  new  churches,  he 
said.  The  congregation  plans  to 
start  a  another  new  circuit  next 
year.  Some  of  the  members  go  out 
and  form  new  congregations  as  they 
did  in  the  Glen  Norah  suburb  of 
Harare  last  year. 

Mr.  Katsande  said  he  feels  his 
ministry  is  to  work  in  new  areas, 
start  new  churches,  and  to  bring 
people  to  Christ  for  the  first  time. 
Although  he  serves  the  first  estab¬ 
lished  congregation  in  Harare,  his 
face  and  voice  exuded  his  enthusi¬ 
asm,  commitment  and  pride  when 
he  said,  “We  are  a  sending  church!” 

Growth  everywhere 

The  story  was  the  same  in  other 
districts  visited  by  Bishop  White. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  the 
third  largest  denomination  in  Zimba¬ 
bwe,  ranking  after  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  and  Anglican  churches. 

United  Methodist  congregations 
are  widely  scattered,  said  the  Rev. 
Samson  Mungure,  superintendent 
of  the  Mutare  South  District. 

Divided  once,  the  district  plans 
to  divide  again  in  1992,  with  a  goal 
of  28  new  congregations  next  year, 
Mr.  Mungure  said. 

“We  are  moving  into  new  areas 
where  the  church  has  never  been,” 
he  said. 

Sixteen  full-time  and  four  part- 
time  pastors  serve  the  10,729  mem¬ 
bers  in  135  churches  in  the 
Mutasa-Makoni  .District  where  the 


Africa  University  is  proposed  to  be 
built  at  Old  Mutare. 

The  membership  has  more  than 
doubled  there  since  1987,  said  the 
Rev.  E.  Nhamoinesu  Mumbiro,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent. 

In  the  Musvingo  District  where  the 
Rev.  Isacc  Mawokomatanda  is  super¬ 
intendent,  there  are  60  congregations, 
including  a  new  one  in  Zambia, 
served  by  15  pastors.  One  pastor  in 
this  district  as  well  as  other  districts 
may  serve  as  many  as  1 6  churches. 

“Yet  I  have  challenged  each  of 


Methodist  Medical  Center,  Dallas,  Texas 

now  his  a  Medical  Director  in  the  Dept,  of  Physical  Medicine 
&  Rehabilitation.  Samuel  M.  Bierner,  MD  specializes  in  the  di¬ 
agnosis  &  nonsurgical  treatment  of  neck  and  back  pain,  nerve 
disorders  and  chronic  painful  or  disabling  conditions. 

For  in  appt.  call  (214)  944-5834  or  write  for  free  brochure: 
P.0.  Boi  224987,  Dallas,  TX  75222.  Dr.  Bierner  is  Board  Cer¬ 
tified  in  Physical  Medicine  and  in  Electrodiagnostic  Medicine. 


my  pastors,”  said  Mr.  Mawokoma¬ 
tanda,  “to  start  two  new  congrega¬ 
tions  this  next  year.” 

Ms.  Story  is  editor  of  the  Central 
Illinois  conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter,  in  which  this  story  first 
appeared. 


Pecans 


What  a  great  way  to  raise  $450  to 
$5,000  ...  all  the  money  you  need! 


Get  ready  for  your  greatest  fund  raising  drive  ever  with  del 
Schermer's  Specialty  Pecans!  Used  by  millions  for  cooking 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  Holiday  dishes  and  desserts  or  jt 
nutritious  snacking-PECANS  go  fast.  They  are  a  natural  food  s 
almost  everyone  likes  so  they  practically  sell  themselves.  You 
guaranteed  that  only 

the  very  best  of  our  r__ - - - - - 

ripened-to-perfection, 
pecans  harvested  in 
October  make  the 
grade  to  become 
SCHERMER'S  PECAN 
FUND  RAISERS. 


Free  Information  -  Schermer’s  Spec! 


!  □ 


YESIOur  group  is  interested  in  raising 
Pecans  Please  rush  Free  information  on  how  tc 
fund  raising 


Group  s  Name 
Your  Address  _ 


Your  Telephone  ( 
Date  of  Sale _ 


.  No  Members  Selli 


Return  to  Schermer's  Specialty  Pecans 

P  O  Box  5650,  Albany  GA  .51708 


Fol^ft^ation,  use  order  form  or  call 
TOLI^Re  1-800-841-3403 

(GA  residents  call  collect  0-912-888-1143) 

Schermer’s  Specialty  Pecans 

PO  Box  5050  /  Albany,  GA  .51708 
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Some  Things 
Have  Not 
Changed 

Editor's  Note:  During  his  renewal  leave.  Bishop  Oden  has  invited 
Conference  leaders  to  write  the  weekly  column.  This  week's  column  is 
written  by  Dr.  Byrl  Moreland,  Monroe  District  Superintendent. 

When  I  first  started  out  in  the  ministry,  the  celebration  of  World 
Communion  Sunday  was  the  biggest  and  most  important  event  in  the 
Church  calendar  between  Annual  Conference  and  Thanksgiving.  In 
fact,  the  only  other  happening  came  a  week  before,  and  that  was 
Promotion  Sunday. 

Every  local  church  prepared  for  several  weeks  so  that  the  worship 
service,  the  sermon,  and  observance  of  the  Eucharist  symbolized  our 
oneness  with  folk  around  the  world.  I  can  still  remember  strong 
feelings  of  kinship  with  other  places.  It  was  exciting  to  know  that  all 
day  long  people,  just  like  us,  were  taking  Communion  and  praying  for 
us  as  the  service  moved  with  the  sun  from  one  point  of  the  globe  to 
another.  And  we  were  all  pleased  that  the  offering  went  to  causes 
reflecting  that  oneness  and  unity. 

Things  are  not  quite  so  simple  now.  I  could  not  begin  to  name  the 
number  of  things  that  have  been  lifted  up  in  your  local  church  since 
Annual  Conference.  Each  of  them  has  been  important.  We  live  in  the 
kind  of  world  that  provokes  a  lot  of  causes.  And  most  of  them  should 
be  solved  through  the  work  of  the  church.  I  do  not  need  to  tell  you, 
there  are  no  more  “dead-times”  in  the  church’s  calendar. 

But  that  has  not  changed  the  place  of  World  Communion  Sunday. 
If  anything,  as  we  grow  closer  to  other  denominations,  and  learn  how 
to  work  together  in  sharing  problems  and  needs,  the  whole  focus  of 
this  day  has  become  even  more  important.  I  hope  that  your  Work 
Area  on  Worship  (or  the  one  on  Nurture  for  some  of  you)  has  already 
made  plans.  Go  back  and  pick  up  the  July-August  issue  of  Interpreter. 
Pages  11-14  have  much  helpful  materials  you  can  use.  But  even  more 
than  that,  plan  to  have  a  special  kind  of  worship  service  so  that 
everyone  who  comes  will  once  again  feel  our  oneness  and  unity. 


1#! 


A  RENEWED  COVENANT  FOR  A  NEW  CENTURY 


The 
Louisiana 

Annual  Conference 


UN 


VISION  2000  Local  Church  Training 
Sessions  to  be  Held  in  October  and  November 


What  will  your  local  church  be 
like  in  the  year  2000?  What  is  your 
VISION  for  your  church?  What 
must  be  done  to  reach  that 
VISION? 

These  are  the  questions  that  will 
be  the  focus  of  the  next  step  in  the 
Conference  initiative  —  VISION 
2000:  A  Renewed  Covenant  for  a 
New  Century. 

Local  Church  teams  are  invited 
to  information  and  training  sessions 
in  their  district  in  October  or 
November.  These  two-hour  sessions 
will  be  designed  to  help  local 
churches  involve  all  of  their 
members  in  a  process  of  dreaming, 
studying,  reflecting  and  planning 
for  their  future.  The  dreams  and 
plans  would  be  developed  between 
the  district  training  session  and 
March  9,  1991. 

On  March  9,  1991  the  local 


churches  of  the  Conference  will 
gather  in  Baton  Rouge  to  share 
their  VISIONS  for  their 
congregations  and  to  worship 
together  in  a  special  service  of 
singing,  praying,  preaching, 
renewing,  and  recovenanting.  This 
will  certainly  be  a  time  of  joy  and 
revival  as  we  celebrate  the  gifts  God 
has  given  to  us  and  share  our 
dreams  and  plans  for  the  use  of 
those  gifts  for  the  growth  of  God’s 
Kingdom. 

We  encourage  all  of  those 
churches  who  have  not  already 
organized  their  VISION  2000 
Committee  to  do  so  soon.  Those 
suggested  for  inclusion  on  the 
VISION  2000  local  church  task 
force: 

Pastor,  Lay  Leaders,  Lay 
Delegate  to  Annual  Conference, 
UMW  President,  UMM  President, 


UMYF  President,  Council  on 
Ministries  Chairpersons, 
Administrative  Board  Chairperson 
or  Administrative  Council 
Chairperson. 


A  full  description  of  the  VISION 
2000  Initiative  is  included  in  the 
1990  Journal. 


Schedule 

Lake  Charles 

Westlake 

Oct.  16 

(Tuesday) 

Acadiana 

First  Church,  Franklin 

Oct.  17 

(Wednesday) 

Baton  Rouge 

University 

Oct.  18 

(Thursday) 

New  Orleans 

St.  Matthew’s,  Metairie 

Oct.  23 

(Tuesday) 

North  Shore 

St.  Timothy,  Mandeville 

Oct.  24 

(Wednesday) 

Alexandria 

First  Church,  Alexandria 

Oct.  25 

(Thursday) 

Monroe 

Winnsboro 

Nov.  6 

(Tuesday) 

Shreveport 

Broadmoor 

Nov.  7 

(Wednesday) 

Ruston 

Trinity 

Nov.  8 

(Thursday) 

Each  session  will  be  held  from 

7  to  9  p.m. 

Whoever  said  “out  with  the  old 
and  in  with  the  new?”  The  person 
who  coined  this  phrase  must  not 
have  been  a  United  Methodist. 

On  August  21  a  special  part  of 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  and 
Pearl  River  history  was  moved,  but 
not  replaced.  On  that  day,  the  Pearl 
River  United  Methodist  Church 
building,  a  quaint  white  wooden 
structure,  was  moved  from  its 
location  of  85  years  to  its  new  site, 
approximately  five  miles  away.  The 
congregation  will  hold  a 
homecoming  celebration  and  will 
dedicate  the  new  site  on  Sunday, 
October  28. 

When  asked  why  the 
congregation  would  take  such  an 
unusual  step.  Bob  McLaurin, 
chairman  of  the  building  committee 
said,  “You  have  to  go  where  the 


A  Church  on  the  Move 


people  are."  When  the  church  first 
occupied  its  former  location,  the 
only  trail  coming  down  through 
Pearl  River  from  Bogalusa  and 
going  to  New  Orleans  was  directly 
in  front  of  the  church.  This  is  no 
longer  the  case. 

Rev.  Jeff  Conner,  pastor  of  the 
Pearl  River  Church,  confirmed  Mr. 
McLaurin’s  comment.  “We  did  a 
traffic  study,  and  the  number  of 
cars  that  passed  in  a  day  at  our  new 
location  more  than  doubles  what  it 
is  at  the  former  site;  so  the  trends 
speak  for  themselves.” 

The  congregation  realized  the 
need  for  a  new  location.  Members 
also  realized  that  they  did  not 
presently  have  the  finances  to  build 
a  new  building.  So  they  decided  to 
move  the  “church”  building  and  all. 
It  is  their  plan  and  prayer  to  outgrow 


this  structure.  They  wish  always,  property,  the  building  reveals  its 
however,  to  maintain  the  historic  look  over  85  years  ago.  giving  the 
building  as  a  part  of  their  history.  congregation  a  taste  of  yesteryear 
As  it  now  stands  on  its  present  with  a  glimpse  of  what’s  to  come. 


Two  workers  make  a  final  check  before  the  ok  is  given  to  move  part 
of  the  building  from  its  old  site. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


McGuire  UMC  in  West  Monroe 

will  celebrate  its  41st  Homecoming 
Service  on  Sunday,  October  14.  Guest 
speaker  for  the  event  will  be  Rev. 
Dick  Humphries,  pastor  of  First 
UMC  in  Mansfield.  Following  the 
worship  service,  a  covered  dish 
luncheon,  including  a  special  program 
will  take  place.  At  that  time  chartered 
members,  new  members  who  have 
joined  since  last  homecoming,  and 
former  pastors  and  their  wives  will  be 
recognized.  Past  and  present 
experiences  will  be  shared,  along  with 
plans  for  the  future.  Rev.  Michael  D. 
McLaurin  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

An  invitation  is  extended  from 
First  UMC  in  Winnfield  for  the 
dedication  of  the  Family  Life 
Center  of  the  church  on  Sunday, 
October  14  during  the  morning 
worship  hour.  Alexandria  District 
Superintendent,  Rev.  Richard 
Hoffpauir,  will  deliver  the  morning 
message.  The  service  will  also 
include  participation  by  several 
leaders  of  First  UMC,  including 
Rev.  Grayson  Watson,  a  former 
pastor.  A  prepared  dinner  will 
follow  in  the  Family  Life  Center. 
Rev.  Steve  Caraway  is  pastor. 

*  *  * 

St.  Matthew’s  UMC  in  Metairie 
will  hold  its  Eleventh  Annual  Craft 
Show  on  Friday,  October  12,  9  a.m 
to  7  p.m.  and  Saturday,  October  13, 
9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  Over  150  booths, 
containing  handcrafted  items  will 
be  set  up.  Craft  items  include 
ceramic  structures,  paintings, 
photography,  dolls,  and  toys,  just  to 
name  a  few.  Home  cooked  food  will 


also  be  available. 

*  *  * 

During  the  month  of  October  the 
congregation  of  Gonzales  UMC  is 
being  challenged  to  a  new 
commitment.  The  call  for  renewal 
began  with  worship  led  by  New 
Orleans  District  Superintendent 
Rev.  Joe  McClain  on  Sunday, 
September  30  and  continued 
through  Tuesday,  October  2. 
Activities  and  events  during  the 
month  will  include  prayer,  study, 
worship  and  service.  The  children 
are  also  being  asked  to  participate 
by  learning  and  using  prayer  before 
meals  and  at  bedtime  and  by 
learning  selected  scripture  verses. 
All  members  of  the  congregation 
are  invited  to  share  in  this  call  to 
renewal.  Rev.  Ken  Jacocks  is 
pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  in  Monroe  is  gearing 
up  for'  its  1990  Fall  Fest.  On  the 
third  Saturday  of  October  each 
year,  the  church’s  Sunday  School 
classes  provide  booths  and 
activities  are  held  for  the 
community.  A  day  of  good  food  and 
fellowship  is  shared  by  all  who 
attend.  This  year  marks  the 
church’s  fifth  annual  Fall  Fest.  In 
addition  to  booths,  there  will  also 
be  a  market  which  will  contain 
home  made  canned  fruits  and 
vegetables  and  hand  made  items;  a 
Sweet  Shoppe,  and  Straw  Market. 
Arts  and  crafts  will  also  be 
available.  The  main  event  is  the 
auction  which  will  include  items 
donated  from  various  businesses 
from  the  area.  There  promises  to 
have  fun  for  all  ages. 


Around  The  Conference 


Decorating  the  flower  cross  for  a  worship  service  at  Ida  UMC  is 
Brenda  Shaw.  She  has  been  making  the  lovely  live  floral 
arrangements  for  the  past  five  years.  Assisting  Mrs.  Shaw  is  her 
grandmother,  Mrs.  Gertrude  Petty.  Mrs.  Petty  was  in  charge  of  the 
flowers  for  many  years  and  has  now  passed  on  this  talent  to  her 
granddaughter.  Mrs.  Petty  recently  celebrated  her  80th  birthday. 
Both  ladies  are  members  of  the  worship  committee. 


A  steeple  on  Crossroads  UMC  in 

to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  memory  of  N.  L.  McConnell.  The  stee 
was  given  by  Mrs.  McConnell  and  children.  Rev.  Bill  Sirman 
pastor. 


Called  to  Faith  and  Action 


Laity  Sunday  October  21 


The  first  Laity  Sunday  was 
celebrated  in  May  of  1928  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South. 
Known  then  as  “Laymen’s  Day,”  its 
purpose  was  to  inspire  lay  people  to 
service  in  the  community  and  in  the 
world.  In  1972  the  name  was 
changed  to  Laity  Sunday,  and  at 
that  time  its  purpose  was  expanded 
to  affirm  the  ministries  of  the  laity 
and  to  inspire  all  laity,  including 
men,  women,  and  children  for 
service. 

The  theme  for  Laity  Sunday  1 990 
calls  us  to  connect  faith  and  action, 
to  meet  God’s  needs  in  the  strength 
of  the  divine  promise.  The 
connection  between  faith  and 
action  is  theological. 

We  are  called  on  this  special  day 
to  manifest  in  our  own  lives  the 
connection  between  faith  and 
action.  We  are  called  to  break  down 
the  barrier  between  Sunday 
morning’s  affirmation  of  faith  and 


Monday  morning’s  dose  of  reality. 
We  are  called  to  put  our  faith  in 
motion:  to  put  feet,  wheels,  and 
wing  on  what  we  believe,  and  to 
send  it  out  into  a  world  that  needs 
to  know  the  hope  of  the  gospel. 

As  Christians,  we  are  connected 
with  one  another.  Action  in  support 
of  our  faith  connects  us  with  other 
believers  in  our  community,  our 
denomination  and  our  world. 
Connectionalism  makes  us 
participants  in  the  preaching  and 
the  living  of  the  gospel  at  times  and 
in  places  where  most  of  us  could 
never  have  an  individual  presence. 

The  call  to  connect  faith  and 
action  is  an  invitation  to  join  the 
family  of  God,  wherein  members 
work  together  to  achieve  common 
goals  arising  from  common  beliefs. 
It  is  a  call  to  make  our  deeds  fit  our 
affirmations  in  a  mature  pursuit  of 
mental  and  physical  health.  It  is, 
most  of  all,  a  call  to  be  integrated, 
connected  and  one  with  God. 


UMCOR  Relief  Efforts  Underway 

With  refugees  from  Iraq  streaming  into  Jordan  since  the  Persian  Gulf 
crisis  began,  Jordanian  resources  have  been  all  but  depleted.  Food,  water, 
and  shelter  are  in  great  demand.  With  daytime  desert  temperatures 
reaching  1 10  degrees  and  plummeting  to  much  cooler  readings  at  night, 
there  is  also  a  shortage  of  tents  and  blankets. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (U.M.C.O.R.)  has  already 
responded  with  assistance  through  the  Middle  East  Council  of  Churches. 
More  funds  for  the  necessities  of  life  are  in  great  demand  as  the  numbers  of 
people  crossing  the  border  between  Iraq  and  Jordan  are  between  300,000 
and  400,000. 

The  offering  should  be  reported  through  the  Conference  treasurer  at  527 
North  Blvd.  in  Baton  Rouge  by  denoting  it  “Jordanian  Refugee  Relief’ 
(UMCOR  #982-450-8). 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Clara  T.  McCoy,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Isaiah  Lewis  McCoy, 
died  September  23,  1990.  Mrs.  McCoy  was  78  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


Medicine  And  Religion  Week 
October  14-20 


Medicine  and  religion  are  bound 
together  in  an  inseparable  union. 
Achieving  wellness  for  one’s  self  or 
for  another  does  not  reside  solely  in 
the  realm  of  science;  neither  does  it 
come  out  of  a  religious  vacuum. 
Healing  and  health  are  interrelated 
in  the  same  way  body,  mind  and 
spirit  are  interrelated. 

In  recognition  of  the  unique 
relationship  that  exists  between 
religion  and  science,  Pendleton 


Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  joins 
the  Orleans  Parish  Medical  Society 
in  designating  October  14th-20th  as 
Medicine  and  Religion  Week. 

Activities  for  the  week  include  a 
special  worship  service  to  be  held  in 
the  Koelemay  Chapel  on 
Wednesday,  October  17th,  and  an 
all  day  seminar  for  Ministers  and 
Christian  Educators  entitled, 
“Dealing  With  Difficult  People”  on 
Tuesday,  October  16th. 
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Editorials: 


Doom  hotline:  Hang  it  up 


"End  of  the  world”  prophets  have 
been  around  since  biblical  times 
claiming  to  discern  the  “signs  of  the 
times.” 

Among  the  newest  gloom-and- 
doomers,  according  to  a  recent 
news  report,  is  a  20-member  San 
Francisco-based  group  called — no 
kidding — "Doom.” 

“Doom”  distinguishes  itself  from 
its  pessimistic  predecessors,  howev¬ 
er,  via  its  use  of  20th-century  tech¬ 
nology:  a  telephone  “hotline”  to 

Supplement  TV  series 
with  faith  perspective 

A  good  opportunity  begins  this 
week  to  confront  one  of  Earth’s 
most  urgent  crises  and  to  ponder 
creative  ways  to  respond  to  it  as 
Christians  (see  preceding  editorial). 

It’s  a  10-week  series  airing  on  the 
Public  Broadcast  System  entitled 
“Race  to  Save  the  Planet.”  Consult 
your  local  PBS  station  for  times 
when  the  series  is  scheduled  to  be 
broadcast  in  your  area. 

The  series  is  described  as  offering  “a 
unique  global  perspective  on  the  state 
of  the  earth  and  its  environment.” 

A  viewer’s  guide  and  a  “facilitator’s 
resource  guide”  are  available  to  pro¬ 
mote  group  discussion.  They  focus  on 
the  moral  and  ethical  implications  of 
global  environment  problems. 

Unfortunately,  however,  neither 
includes  in-depth  use  of  either  the 
Scriptures  or  of  Christian  tradition. 

Church  discussion  groups,  there¬ 
fore,  should  supplement  these 
guides  with  biblical  materials  (such 
as  the  Genesis  creation  stories)  and 
with  Christian  teachings  on  the  en¬ 
vironment,  particularly  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles. 

The  addition  of  these  resources 
rooted  in  our  Christian  heritage  will 
help  us  to  grapple  with  the  issues 
out  of  a  realistic  but  redemptive 
and  hope-filled  perspective. 

Viewers’  guides  and  the  facilita¬ 
tor’s  resource  guide  may  be  obtained 
from  NACRE,  5  Thomas  Circle, 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20005. 

VI,.. 

Here  I  Stand 


spread  its  morose  message. 

Callers  are  greeted  by  an  ominous 
tolling  of  bells.  A  somber  voice  then 
explains  "Doom’s”  dreary  deduction: 

An  array  of  threats,  the  voice 
states,  is  “combining  to  bring  the 
Earth  to  the  brink  of  apocalypse  . . . 
Contrary  to  conventional  wisdom, 
the  end  of  the  world  is  at  hand.” 

Offered  as  evidence  is  a  list  of 
signs  that  the  planet  is  on  the  eve  of 
destruction:  global  warming,  ozone 
depletion,  acid  rain,  toxic  waste, 
rampant  greed,  . . .  and  “another 
1,000  points  of  blight.” 

By  now  you  may  be  wondering 
what  good,  if  any,  is  served  by  pro¬ 
moting  a  message  of  such  utter 
hopelessness.  So  are  we. 

At  best,  the  organizers  of  “Doom” 
merely  re-state  a  familiar  litany  of 
ecological,  economic  and  moral  cri¬ 
ses  that  face  the  human  race. 

At  worst,  they  encourage  feelings 
of  despair  and  a  resulting  “live  only 
for  the  moment”  attitude.  After  all, 
why  worry  about,  let  alone  take  re¬ 
sponsibility  for,  a  future  that  one  be¬ 
lieves  won’t  happen? 

As  followers  of  One  who  proclaims 
God’s  hope-filled  promises  to  a  de¬ 
caying  world,  we  are  called  to  chal¬ 
lenge  such  life-denying  attitudes  and 
the  forces  that  fuel  them. 

William  McKibben,  a  United 
Methodist  writer  and  Sunday 
school  teacher  exemplifies  that  task 
in  his  acclaimed  book,  “The  End  of 
Nature”(see  UMR,  Sept.  28). 

Its  conclusion  is  as  somber  as  that 
proclaimed  by  “Doom”:  We  hu¬ 
mans  have  disastrously  damaged 
the  created  world.  But,  rather  than 
succumb  to  despair,  Mr.  McKibben 
maintains  that  the  earth  remains  “a 
museum  of  divine  intent.” 

He  thereby  sustains  the  hope, 
consistent  with  both  Scripture  and 
human  experience,  that,  even  as  we 
approach  the  threshhold  of  environ¬ 
mental  catastrophe,  God  is  working 
to  redeem  the  world  and  its  people. 

It’s  just  such  a  message  of  hope — 
not  doom — that  a  troubled  world 
needs  to  hear  and  that  we  as  Chris¬ 
tian  individuals  and  congregations 
are  called  to  proclaim. 


Faith  forum 
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Letters  to  the  Editor=  = 

Shock ,  dismay  expressed  at  lottery  article 


Pontius'  Puddle 


HAVE.  YOO  FOLLOWED 
(AY  ADVICE  TO  9 LAN 
YOOR  CrlVlMOr  tAORE 
PRECISELY  T  J 

N  AW,  TOO  LAOCU 
WORK.  I'LL  OUST 
STICK  TO  USING 
ROUND  NUfAEERS. 

when  a  constituent 

TALKS  ASOOT  GIVING  IN 
ROUND  NOtASERS,  IT  USUALLY 

MEANS  allxeros. 

3C 

I  wish  to  express  my  shock  and 
disgust  concerning  the  Sept.  21 
article  headlined,  "Lottery  winner 
to  share  windfall  with  church.” 

Several  people  from  my  congre¬ 
gation  have  directed  my  attention 
to  this  story  about  the  Denver  min¬ 
ister  and  his  “recent  $2.2  million” 
church  member  winner.  I  can  only 
convey  to  you,  your  newspaper  and 
to  the  minister  from  Denver  my 
shock  and  dismay. 

Has  not  our  church  leadership 
read  Paragraph  73G  of  the  1988 
Book  of  Discipline?  Gambling  is 
described  there  as  “a  menace  to 
society,  deadly  to  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  moral,  social,  economic, 
and  spiritual  life,  and  destructive 
of  good  government.  As  an  act  of 
faith  and  love,  Christians  should 
abstain  from  gambling,  and 
should  strive  to  minister  to  those 
victimized  by  the  practice.” 

Several  of  us  at  Estero  United 
Methodist  Church  would  like  to 
call  upon  those  who  are  in  the 
church’s  leadership  to  please  be 
consistent  when  it  comes  to  pub¬ 
licizing  an  act  or  action  that  is 
squarely  inconsistent  with  a  mor¬ 
al  stand  taken  by  the  General 
Conference. 

Frederick  W.  Ball 
Estero,  Florida 

Don't  follow  example 

I  am  sure  that  others  like  my¬ 
self  were  amazed  that  the  article 
in  the  Sept.  21  issue  which  re¬ 
ported  Dorothy  Day  winning  the 
Colorado  Lotto  had  no  mention 
of  our  United  Methodist 
Church’s  stand  on  gambling. 

It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that 
few,  very  few,  United  Methodists 
follow  Dorothy  Day’s  example. 
And  what  about  her  pastor  con¬ 
gratulating  her  on  her  question¬ 
able  act? 

William  D.  Armold 
Holdrege,  Nebraska 

Publicity  deplored 

I  am  writing  you  as  a  pastor  ip 

j,  tilh  . . 


the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Con¬ 
ference  and  a  member  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Coalition  Against 
Gambling.  I  have  been  actively 
involved  in  opposing  pro-gam¬ 
bling  legislation  in  Pennsylvania. 

I  was  disappointed  and 
shocked  to  see  the  article  on  the 
lottery  winner  sharing  her  win¬ 
nings  with  her  church  included  in 
the  Sept.  2 1  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

I  suppose  that’s  the  least  a 
gambler  could  do.  But  to  make  it 
newsworthy  in  our  church  news¬ 
paper  implies  that  gambling  is 
okay  if  winnings  are  shared  with 
the  church. 

One  of  the  tools  frequently 
used  by  supporters  of  legalized 
gambling  is  the  “hypocrite”  ac¬ 
cusation  thrown  at  the  churches. 
In  reading  the  article,  I  have  lost 
any  defense  I  might  have  had 
against  such  charges. 

If  gambling  is  wrong,  state  lot¬ 
teries  are  wrong,  and  we 
shouldn’t  be  giving  publicity  to  a 
winner  who  helps  a  church. 
Where  did  the  winnings  come 
from?  Studies  show  the  majority 
of  lottery  tickets  are  purchased 
by  people  having  an  annual  in¬ 
come  of  less  than  $  1 0,000. 

There  is  a  necessity  for  consis¬ 
tency.  We  certainly  confuse  church 
members  when  four  bishops  in 
Pennsylvania  issue  a  pastoral  letter 
opposing  increased  gambling  legis¬ 
lation,  and  then  we  infer  from  an 


article  in  the  Reporter  it’s  okay  if  it 
benefits  the  church.  Would  offer¬ 
ings  from  a  bank  robbery  be  treat¬ 
ed  in  the  same  manner? 

“What  we  do  speaks  so  loud,  no 
one  can  hear  a  word  we’re  saying.” 

Roy  P.  Kramer 
Bath,  Pennsylvania 

Column  applauded 

As  chief  executive  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries,  I 
applaud  the  Sept.  14  “Here  I 
Stand”  column  written  by  Her¬ 
bert  D.  Loomis. 

Mr.  Loomis’  reflection  on  the 
issue — “Should  United  Method¬ 
ists  be  in  the  retirement  home 
business? — is  an  intrinsic  ques¬ 
tion  for  our  organization. 

Membership  in  the  United 
Methodist  Association  is  shared 
by  55  child  caring/treatment  cen¬ 
ters,  30  acute  care  hospitals  and 
nearly  200  retirement  and  long¬ 
term  care  facilities  for  the  elderly. 

Each  of  these  organizations  be¬ 
lieves  strongly  in  a  ministry  of 
service  for  those  who  are  de¬ 
prived,  ailing,  injured  or  in  need 
of  assistance  in  the  purest  Samar¬ 
itan  (Luke  1 1:33-37)  tradition. 

The  Association  is  delighted  that 
Mr.  Loomis  refers  to  these  United 
Methodist-related  retirement  and 
long-term  care  facilities  as  the  “  . . . 
crown  jewels  of  Methodism.”  We 
believe  that  our  member  organiza¬ 


tions  represent  the  highest  quality 
of  care  and  service,  and  the  broad¬ 
est  array  of  retirement  living  op¬ 
tions  that  one  can  find. 

Operating  a  successful  human 
ministry  in  today’s  world  requires 
a  keen  sense  of  business  know¬ 
how.  However,  the  fundamental 
basis  for  the  operation  of  these 
ministries  remains  Christian  com¬ 
passion  and  concern  for  individual 
persons . . .  each  one  is  God’s  child. 

We  invite  anyone  interested  in 
knowing  more  about  these  orga¬ 
nizations  to  contact  our  offices. 
Call  or  write  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries,  601  W.  Ri- 
verview  Ave.,  Dayton,  Ohio 
45406,  (513)  227-9494.  We 
would  be  pleased  to  share  any  in¬ 
formation  about  these  ministries. 

Dean  W.  Pulliam 
Dayton,  Ohio 

Article  was  superb! 

Just  a  note  to  congratulate  you 
on  the  excellent  article  of  Sept.  14 
headlined,  “Mexican  Methodists 
seek  help  to  halt  Catholic  attacks 
on  Protestants”  by  Associate  Edi¬ 
tor  Diane  Huie  Balay! 

Ms.  Balay  did  a  superb  job  of 
collecting  information  and  putting 
it  together  coherently  to  inform 
United  Methodists  about  what  has 
been  happening  here  in  Mexico. 

Marianne  Hutchinson 
Monterrey,  Nuevo  Leon 


We  need  to  find  a  compelling  vision  for  church's  mission 


By  R.  SHELDON  DUECKER 

A  pastor  said  to  me  recently,  “My 
annual  conference  is  not  going  any¬ 
where.”  A  lay  person  said,  “We’re 
part  of  a  dying  denomination  and 
no  one  seems  to  know  what  to  do  to 
turn  it  around.” 

Both  of  those  persons  were  ex¬ 
pressing  concern  about  the  mission 
of  the  church.  They  believe  in  and 
care  deeply  about  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  However,  they 
feel  that  the  church  is  not  effective¬ 
ly  fulfilling  its  mission.  They  wish 
things  were  different  but  they  don’t 
know  how  to  change  them. 

The  word  “mission”  is  the  key 
word  for  the  church.  Mission  is  the 
task  of  the  church.  People  tend  to 


come  together  around  common  tasks. 
When  a  people  has  a  common  mis¬ 
sion,  they  feel  close  to  one  another. 
Where  there  is  a  common  sense  of 


mission  people  are  more  liable  to 
trust  one  another.  It  is  mission  that 
leads  people  beyond  preoccupation 
with  trivial  concerns  and  moves  them 
to  make  sacrificial  commitments. 

We  have  unlimited  potential 

’  The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  unlimited  potential  if  we  can 
get  our  mission  clear.  The  response 
to  the  new  Africa  University  cer¬ 
tainly  illustrates  that  fact. 

However,  we  need  to  find  a  com¬ 
pelling  vision  of  mission  that  draws 
each  local  church,  each  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  and  each  general  church  agency 
into  a  commonly  accepted  vision. 

I  have  found  the  mission  statement 
considered  by  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  a  helpful  tool  for  my  own 


thinking,  preaching  and  discussion.  It 
is  called  “Grace  Upon  Grace:  God’s 
Mission  and  Ours.”  It  was  referred  to 
the  whole  church  for  study  and  is  now 
available  through  Cokesbury. 

The  statement  is  a  product  of 
four  years  of  work  by  an  official 
commission  of  United  Methodists. 
Members  came  from  Europe,  Africa 
and  the  United  States.  There  were 
pastors  and  lay  persons,  liberals  and 
conservatives,  younger  and  older. 
There  was  ethnic  diversity  and  re¬ 
gional  representation. 

The  statement  should  be  read  and 
discussed  by  bishops,  local  church 
pastors,  conference  Boards  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  and  Councils  on  Min¬ 
istries  at  all  levels  of  the  church. 

The  final  document  is  not  so  much 


a  proposed  program  of  mission  as  it  is 
a  statement  of  God’s  gracious  action 
in  the  work  and  where  this  leads  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  mission. 

Sections  give  an  overview 

I  am  grateful  for  the  section  that 
describes  the  missional  emphases 
which  have  united  Methodists  in  the 
past.  Under  the  headings  of  “Reviv¬ 
al,”  “Reform,”  “Global”  and  “An 
expanding  agenda”  one  gets  an  over¬ 
view  of  where  we  have  been. 

More  exciting  is  the  section  of  the 
document  that  describes  our  mis¬ 
sion  today  under  three  headings: 
“Life  changed  by  grace,”  “A  church 
formed  by  grace,”  and  “A  world 
transformed  by  grace.” 

Time  and  again  I  have  gone  back 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and 
concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the 
church.  Bishop  R. 

Sheldon  Duecker  is 
episcopal  leader  of 
United  Methodism's  Chicago  Area. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


to  my  dog-eared  mimeographed 
copy  to  restore  my  own  sense  of  di¬ 
rection  and  to  find  resource  material 
for  sermons  and  discussion  groups. 

I  truly  believe  it  is  a  channel  where 
God’s  “grace  upon  grace”  can  move 
through  United  Methodists  to  give 
fire  to  our  common  life. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  sal¬ 
vation;  whom  shall  I  fear?  The  Lord 
is  the  stronghold  of  my  life;  of 
whom  shall  I  be  afraid?”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


My  Witness= 


40  years  later,  I  learned  a  lesson  about  'silent  glory' 


By  LYLE  GODKIN 

Many  years  ago  when  I  was  a  teen¬ 
ager,  I  was  president  of  the  youth  or¬ 
ganization  in  a  very  small  church. 

Picture  a  small  white  church  on  a 
comer  of  a  residential  section  of  town. 
There  were  sidewalks  on  both  sides. 
The  building  was  not  air  conditioned, 
and  it  was  summertime.  It  was  hot 
and  humid.  Ceiling  fans  were  whir¬ 
ring  and  raised  windows  allowed  what 
available  breeze  to  blow  in. 

Inside  was  young  man — me — 
teaching  a  Bible  lesson  as  he  had 


done  many  nights  before.  Outside 
in  the  darkness,  the  sounds  of  per¬ 
sons  walking  by  were  heard. 

There  were  no  faces,  only  the  qui¬ 
etness,  like  two  ships  passing  in  the 
night.  But  the  young  man  continued 
his  talk  describing  God’s  love  and 
blessings.  It  seemed  that  no  one 
heard  and  surely  few  acknowledged 
any  understanding. 

About  40  years  later,  a  phone  call 
came  making  an  inquiry:  “Were 
you  the  young  man  who  taught  on 
Sunday  nights  in  that  small 
church?”  I  answered  that  I  was. 


"My  Witness"  is  . 
which  Reporter  read¬ 
ers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of 
the  Christian  life. 

Lyle  Codkin  is  a 
member  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist 

Church,  Beaumont, _ 

Texas  (Texas  Annual  Conference). 

“Would  you  come  over  to  our 
apartment?  We  have  something 
nice  to  tell  you.” 

They  greeted  me  as  a  prodigal  son 


The  United  Methodist 

<|JpP  REPORTER 


Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 

Editor-General  Manager 
Daniel  J.  Louis 

Director  of  Operations 


John  A.  Lovelace 

Managing  Editor 
Donald  K.  Small 

Conference  Editions 


Stephen  L.  Swecker 

Faith  Forum  Page  Editor 
Kay  Fielder 
Local  Editions 


The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS9S4500),  owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce 
St,  Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  143-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  has  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  Genera)  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination’s 
general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  produce  official  regional  editions  for  34  annual  conferences. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of  information  and 
viewpoints  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opinions  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
publisher  or  the  conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  represent  the  views  of  the  Reporter’s  editorial  staff.  Signed 
letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the  views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff.  Paid  ads 
are  screened  before  acceptance  but  are  not  editorially  endorsed. 


Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214)630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 
Subscription  rates:  S 1 8  per  year  for  national  edi¬ 
tion;  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Sec¬ 
ond  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas,  Texas,  and 
additional  post  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  ad¬ 
dress  changes  to  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
TX  75266-0275. 


and  told  this  story: 

Many  years  ago  the  woman  and 
her  husband  lived  next  door  to  a 
church.  He  was  a  merchant  seaman 
and  was  gone  from  home  many 
weeks  at  a  time.  Her  evening  strolls 
would  take  her  past  the  open  win¬ 
dow  of  the  church  and  sounds  from 
within,  including  the  young  man 
proclaiming  the  love  of  God. 

She  would  stand  in  the  darkness 
and  listen.  She  eagerly  awaited  each 
week  when  she  would  have  her  cup 
filled  out  on  the  sidewalk. 

In  the  meantime,  they  felt  a  need 
for  the  church  and  a  longing  for  the 
things  this  young  man  had  taught. 

“Yes,”  he  said,  “seamen  are  a 
rough  sort  and  God  has  a  hard  time 
touching  their  hearts.  We  decided 
together  to  seek  just  what  that 
young  man  experienced  40  years 
ago.  This  is  our  story  that  we  want¬ 
ed  to  tell.  You  converted  us  long 
ago  but  you  didn’t  know  it.” 

As  I  drove  home,  my  heart 
pounded.  I  wondered,  “Why?  Why? 
Why?  Why  didn’t  I  know?  Why 
hadn’t  I  been  recognized  for  what 
I’d  done  for  that  couple?” 

The  answer  seemed  to  come  back 
as  strong  as  my  pounding  heart: 


"You  were  recognized.  But  some¬ 
times  you  must  wait  and  the  glory 
will  come. " 

I  meditated  awhile  and  finally 
this  fleeting  thought  occurred: 
“Glory,  yes,  but  silent  glory!” 


(Last  week’s  answer:  John  14:2) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  8 

Monday:  Psalms  81:1-10 
Tuesday:  Psalms  81:11-16 
Wednesday:  Numbers  27:12-23 
Thursday:  Matthew  2 1 .33-43 
Friday:  Philippians  3:1-1 1 
Saturday:  Philippians  3:12-16 
Sunday:  Philippians  3:17-21 
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What’s  the  best  way  to  keep 
up  with  Native  American 
ministries  and  concerns  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church? 

Subscribe  to 

Echo  of  the  Four  Winds. 

Only  >10  annually.  Published  six  times  a  year.  Send  your  check  to: 
Echo  of  the  Four  Winds,  Melba  Abrams,  Editor, 
Native  American  International  Caucus  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  12111  E.  Olive  St. ,  Norwalk,  CA 
90650,(213)  929-3710 
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TAKE  CARE  OF  CHILDREN':  Ten  thou¬ 
sand  “points  of  light”  in  the  form  of  cards 
signed  by  United  Methodist  Women  were  deliv¬ 
ered  to  President  Bush  at  the 
26.  Each  card  carried  a 
small  candle  symbolizing 
one  point  of  light  and  tell¬ 
ing  Mr.  Bush  that  children 
are  the  nation’s  “real  points 
of  light”  and  millions  of 
them  “need  good  day  care 
now  if  America  is  to  have  a 
shining  future.”  The  presi¬ 
dent  was  urged  to  sign  a 
child-care  bill  passed  earlier  this  year  by  the 
House  and  Senate  and  now  in  conference  com¬ 
mittee.  “Our  message  is  simple:  Don’t  be  cheap 
with  children,”  said  Sally  Graham  Ernst  of 
Bethel  Park,  Pa.,  national  UMW  president.  The 
cards  were  signed  by  some  10,000  women  at  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Assembly  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.,  last  May. 

BISHOPS  WANT  DIALOGUE:  Bi¬ 
shops  of  the  Episcopal  Church  are  calling  their 
denomination  to  a  period  of  intense  dialogue  on 
homosexuality.  The  bishops  said  they  recognize 
the  “wide  diversity  and  confusion”  that  mark 
the  church  and  society  at  large  on  the  issue. 
They  acknowledged  that  they  are  “not  of  a  sin¬ 
gle  mind  in  our  understanding  of  the  demands 
of  Holy  Scripture” — particularly  on  the  issues 
of  ordaining  practicing  homosexuals  and  the 
blessing  of  faithful  same-sex  relationships. 

TRIPLE  BLAST  AIMS  AT  'ROE': 

The  Christian  Life  Commission  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  recently  joined  the  Nation¬ 
al  Right  to  Life  Committee  and  the  U.S.  Justice 
Department  in  urging  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
to  overturn  its  1973  Roe  vs.  Wade  ruling  legal¬ 
izing  abortion.  The  briefs  were  filed  in  Rust  vs. 
Sullivan.  That  case  challenges  the  constitution¬ 
ality  of  federal  regulations  that  bar  federally 
funded  family  planning  clinics  from  providing 
abortion  counseling  to  patients. 

GUIDE  GOES  WITH  TV  FARE: 

An  interfaith  environmental  organization  has 
developed  a  discussion  and  action  guide  for 
viewers  of  the  PBS  series,  “Race  to  Save  the 
Planet.”  The  20-page  document  is  intended  to 
help  viewers  tune  in  to  the  ethical  challenges 
raised  by  the  programs,  which  begin  this  week. 
The  viewers’  guide  and  an  accompanying  facili¬ 
tator's  resource  guide  were  prepared  by  the 
North  American  Conference  on  Religion  and 
Ecology  to  accompany  the  10-part  documentary 
on  the  environmental  crisis.  WGBH-TV,  Bos¬ 
ton,  produced  the  series. 


White  House  Sept. 


Sally  G.  Ernst 


Family,  church  see  'Mommy  go  to  the  Army ' 


By  BEVERIY  ROBBERSON 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— U.S. 
Army  Reserve  Cpl.  Melody  Os¬ 
walt’s  parting  words  were:  “I’ll 
be  praying  a  lot.” 

Mrs.  Oswalt  was  leaving 
Jefferson  United  Methodist 
Church.  She  had  come  to  pray 
with  the  Rev.  Roberto  Escamilla, 
the  pastor,  after  being  notified 
that  her  reserve  unit  had  been 
called  to  active  duty.  She  is  the 
only  woman  in  a  water  purifica¬ 
tion  company. 

She  and  her  husband,  Porter, 
are  the  parents  of  two  daughters, 
Ashley,  7,  in  second  grade  and 
Danae,  4,  in  preschool. 

Mr.  Oswalt,  a  land  surveyor,  is 
taking  a  leave  of  absence  to  be 
the  parent  at  home  and  to  take 
care  of  his  bedridden  father  who 


lives  with  them. 

When  not  on  reserve  duty,  Mrs. 
Oswalt  is  a  full-time  homemaker. 

"Helping  Mommy  pack”  was 
the  activity  late  last  week  at  the 
Oswalt  household,  but  it’s  noth¬ 
ing  new  to  the  girls  to  see  their 
mother  leave  “to  go  to  the 
Army.”  Mrs.  Oswalt  has  been  in 
the  reserves  nine  years. 

"Being  apart  is  very  difficult,” 
the  35-year-old  mother  said.  “I 
hear  their  little  voices  echo 
‘Mommy’  when  I  fall  asleep  at 
night,  but  I  pray  a  lot  and  read 
the  Scriptures,  especially  Psalm 
91,  and  it  helps  the  loneliness.” 

Mrs.  Oswalt  is  active  at 
Jefferson  UMC.  She  is  children’s 
ministries  coordinator,  serves  on 
the  council  of  ministries  and 
taught  23  2-  and  3-year-olds  at  a 
weeklong  vacation  Bible  school 


in  June. 

In  April,  she  and  Ashley  were  a 
part  of  the  cast  of  an  original  dra¬ 
ma  written  especially  for  JefTerson 
UMC.  It  was  presented  at  the 
church  as  a  finale  to  its  “Lenten 
University  of  Life”  program. 

Recently  Ashley’s  Sunday  school 
teacher  helped  her  make  a  hand¬ 
kerchief-sized  wall  hanging.  Ashley 
painted  a  house  with  a  rainbow 
overhead  and  printed  "God  is  with 
me”  on  it.  She  gave  it  to  her  moth¬ 
er  to  take  on  active  duty. 

“I’m  carrying  it  with  me  right 
here  wherever  I  go,”  said  Mrs. 
Oswalt,  pointing  to  her  heart. 
“I’ll  keep  it  with  my  Bible.” 

Mrs.  Oswalt  was  one  of  22  peo¬ 
ple  who  organized  a  military 
families’  support  group  at 
JefTerson  UMC  in  August. 

To  support  military  personnel 


and  their  families,  Jefferson 
UMC  members  decided  to  meet 
weekly,  to  write  letters,  and  to 
bake  and  send  cookies  to  those 
stationed  in  Saudi  Arabia. 
Church  members  check  regularly 
with  spouses,  parents,  sons  and 
daughters  of  those  on  active  mili¬ 
tary  duty. 

Now,  Mrs.  Oswalt  will  be 
among  those  receiving  the  letters, 
cookies  and  prayers. 

“I’ll  look  forward  to  receiving 
letters  from  the  [support]  group,” 
she  said.  “I’ll  know  that  when 
I’m  praying,  God  will  also  be 
hearing  prayers  from  the  church 
support  group  in  behalf  of  me 
and  my  loved  ones.” 

Beverly  Robberson  is  communi¬ 
cations  coordinator  for  Jefferson 
United  Methodist  Church. 


Melody  Oswalt 
. . .  prayer  before  leaving 


United  Methodist  Women 
studied  'The  World  of  Islam' 


By  THOMAS  S.  McANALLY 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — As  world  atten¬ 
tion  is  focused  on  the  largely  Is¬ 
lamic  Middle  East,  the  lay 
women's  organization  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  has  been 
proven  once  again  to  have  predict¬ 
ed  a  timely  global  issue  for  study 
across  the  denomination. 

United  Methodist  Women 
(UMW),  working  ecumenically, 
has  an  impressive  record  of  pre¬ 
dicting  concerns  for  its  annual 
churchwide  mission  studies. 

The  latest  example  is  a  study  of 
“The  World  of  Islam,”  which  was 
implemented  well  before  the  Iraqi 
invasion  of  Kuwait.  A  study  of  the 
Middle  East,  developed  in  1989, 
will  be  launched  in  1992. 

Each  year,  the  national  body  of 
United  Methodist  Women  pro¬ 
mote  three  studies:  one,  devel¬ 
oped  by  a  UMW  committee, 
deals  with  spiritual  growth,  and 
two  others,  planned  ecumenically 
with  member  denominations  of 
the  National  Council  of 


Churches,  focus  on  a  geographic 
region  or  country,  and  a  major 
social  issue. 

Women  are  trained  at  Summer 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission  and 
five  regional  schools  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  Puerto  Rico  to  go 
back  to  their  respective  annual 
(regional)  conferences  and  dis¬ 
tricts  to  train  persons  to  lead 
studies  in  local  churches. 

Of  the  27,390  persons  who  at¬ 
tended  the  1989  schools,  about 
10,000  took  the  course  on  “The 
World  of  Islam,”  according  to 
Mary  Grace  Lyman,  New  York, 
top  executive  for  leadership  de¬ 
velopment  for  the  Women's  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  denomination’s 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

She  said  about  38,000  copies 
of  the  study  book  “God  Is  One” 
have  been  sold. 

Author  of  the  Friendship  Press 
book  is  the  Rev.  J.  Marston 
Speight,  a  former  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  in  North  Africa, 
who  is  on  the  staff  of  the  Center 
for  Moslem-Christian  Dialogue 
at  Hartford  (Conn.)  Seminary. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

A  U.S.  sailor  controls  a  machine  gun  on  board  a  ship  in  the  Arabian  Sea.  He  and  other  military 
personnel  are  learning  what  it's  like  to  live  in  a  predominantly  non-Christian  culture.  United 
Methodist  Women  have  already  studied  "The  World  of  Islam"  (see  related  story). 


BAPTIST  RAPS  PLAN:  The  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  said  recent¬ 
ly  that  formation  of  an  al¬ 
ternative  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Cooperative  Program 
unified  budget  is  “unac¬ 
ceptable  to  mainstream 
Southern  Baptists.”  The 
Rev.  Morris  Chapman  of 
Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  made 
the  remarks  in  his  report  to 
the  denomination’s  execu-  Morris  Chapman 
tive  committee  in  Nashville.  At  a  national  meet¬ 
ing  in  Atlanta  in  August,  almost  3,000  moderates 
in  the  14.9-million-member  denomination  ap¬ 
proved  a  Baptist  Cooperative  Mission  Program  as 
a  mechanism  for  designating  contributions  to  go 
to  specific  Southern  Baptist  agencies. 

DIVESTMENT  OPTION  ASKED: 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America’s 
social-action  panel  is  recommending  an  excep¬ 
tion  to  the  denomination’s  South  African  di¬ 
vestment  policies.  The  exception  would  allow 
the  church  to  own  stock  in  pharmaceutical  and 
medical  equipment  companies  in  South  Africa 
as  long  as  they  have  good  records  in  opposing 
apartheid.  The  divestment  issue  has  been  heat¬ 
ed  in  the  5.2-million-member  denomination.  Its 
constituting  assembly  in  1987  demanded  di¬ 
vestment,  but  the  church's  Board  of  Pensions 
initially  refused  to  do  so,  citing  fiduciary  re¬ 
sponsibilities  to  investors. 

VOTER  DRIVE  IS  PLANNED:  An 

organization  known  as  Interfaith  Action  for 
Economic  Justice  is  embarking  on  a  national 
voter  registration  and  education  movement. 
The  coalition  represents  34  Protestant,  Roman 
Catholic  and  Jewish  organizations.  Interfaith 
Action  said  it  would  call  the  program  “Opera¬ 
tion  Mandela.”  The  name  honors  efforts  by 
South  African  anti-apartheid  activist  Nelson 
Mandela  to  gain  voting  rights  for  South  Africa’s 
black  citizens.  Interfaith  Action,  based  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  said  voter  registration  is  a  way  to  in¬ 
clude  poor  people  in  the  legislative  process. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Liberian  church  sets  priorities  amid  civil  war 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

Despite  a  raging  civil  war,  Li¬ 
berian  United  Methodists  are 
still  ministering  to  their  people. 

That’s  the  report  of  S.  Edward 
Peal  Sr.,  lay  leader  for  the  United 
Methodist  Liberian  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

A  top  priority  of  the  Liberia 
Annual  Conference,  Mr.  Peal 
said,  is  helping  Liberian  refugees 
in  other  countries  and  getting 
medicine  and  food  to  displaced 
people  behind  rebel  lines. 

Mr.  Peal  cited  four  crucial 
needs  for  the  conference: 

■  Relief  materials  for  refugee 
camps  in  the  East  Africa  coun¬ 
tries  of  Sierra  Leone,  the  Ivory 
Coast  and  Guinea. 


■  Assistance  for  displaced 
United  Methodist  ministers  and 
their  families. 

■  Food  and  medicine  for  hos¬ 
pitals. 

■  Assistance  for  damaged 
United  Methodist  church  build¬ 
ings. 

Mr.  Peal;  his  wife,  Florence; 
and  their  daughter,  Rhoda,  are 
among  several  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  fled  to  other  countries 
via  the  Ivory  Coast  at  the  height 
of  the  Liberian  civil  war  last 
summer. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Ar¬ 
thur  Kulah  (Liberia  Area)  and 
layman  J.  Lamark  Cox  also  fled 
the  country  in  August  because 
they  were  "targeted  for  elimina¬ 
tion”  by  forces  of  the  late  Gen. 
Samuel  K.  Doe  (see  UMR,  Sept. 
21). 


In  a  telephone  interview  from 
his  son’s  home  in  Alexandria, 
Va.,  Mr.  Peal  told  the  Reporter 
he  would  like  United  Methodists 
around  the  world  to  know  that 
Liberian  United  Methodists  "ap¬ 
preciate  what  has  been  done  for 
our  country.” 

“I  was  very  proud  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  [in  Liberia] 
because  we  are  doing  mission  de¬ 
spite  the  suffering,"  he  said. 
“The  work  has  to  go  on,  and  we 
must  keep  the  faith.  We  have 
some  of  the  best  schools  and  hos¬ 
pitals  in  the  country. 

“We  want  our  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  to  know  that  when  war  is 
over,  we  plan  to  resume  that  mis¬ 
sion  work  again.” 

Mr.  Peal  and  his  daughter,  a 
physician,  said  United  Methodist- 
related  hospitals,  such  as  the  one 


in  Ganta,  Liberia,  are  function¬ 
ing — but  at  a  minimum  level. 

Mr.  Peal  said  he  is  worried  by 
the  annual  conference  office’s  be¬ 
ing  in  the  heart  of  the  fighting. 
The  leader  of  one  rebel  faction, 
Prince  Johnson,  has  control  of 
the  area  just  a  few  blocks  from 
the  conference  office,  called  “em¬ 
bassy  row.” 

“We  are  very  proud  of  that  of¬ 
fice,  because  we  had  just  dedicat¬ 
ed  it  in  May,”  he  said.  “If  de¬ 
stroyed,  it  will  take  a  lot  to  re¬ 
place  it.” 

A  retired  government  official 
and  lawyer,  Mr.  Peal  lives  in 
Millsburg,  Liberia,  25  miles  from 
the  capital,  Monrovia.  He  is  a 
member  of  Wesley  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  said 
to  be  the  second  oldest  Method¬ 
ist  church  in  Liberia. 


S.  Edward  Peal  Sr. 

. . .  still  ministering 


'Sacred  place'  study  hears  hard  facts  about  drugs 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  —  Here’s 
what  some  United  Methodists 
learned  last  week  about  the  na¬ 
tion’s  capital: 

■  At  least  one-fourth  of  the 
city's  young  black  men  may  be 
involved  in  drug  selling  before 
their  30th  birthdays. 

■  The  average  drug  pusher 
who  sells  drugs  daily — some  do  it 
only  part-time — has  net  annual 
income  of  only  $24,000. 

■  Drug-dealing  is  risky.  A  dai¬ 
ly  dealer  has  about  a  one-in-five 
chance  of  going  to  jail  for  an  av¬ 


erage  of  18  months.  District  of 
Columbia  police  are  vigorous 
and  effective  in  their  enforce¬ 
ment  efforts. 

■  About  75  percent  of  drug 
dealers  have  regular  jobs.  Howev¬ 
er,  most  of  those  pay  about  $7  an 
hour.  Drug  dealing  pays  an  average 
$30  an  hour,  although  the  “take- 
home  pay”  is  less  because  some 
dealers  use  drugs  and  thus  lose  in¬ 
come  from  potential  sales. 

■  Most  drug  sales  are  done  in 
poor  neighborhoods,  attracting 
mostly  poor  people  who  can  afford 
only  small  amounts  of  drugs. 

■  “Outsiders"  are  heavily  in¬ 
volved.  Of  those  arrested  for 


drug  possession  from  1985 
through  1987,  42  percent  were 
non-residents  of  Washington. 
Thirty  percent  of  those  non-resi¬ 
dents  were  white. 

■  Juvenile  drug-sale  arrests  rose 
from  220  in  1985  to  1,550  in  1987. 

Those  facts  and  others  helped 
enliven  a  Sept.  26-29  symposium 
at  United  Methodist-related 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington. 

The  symposium  was  entitled 
"Redeeming  the  City:  God’s  Sa¬ 
cred  Place — The  Church  Orga¬ 
nized  Against  Crack  (Cocaine).” 

The  symposium  had  a  dual 
emphasis:  (1)  begin  a  new  way  to 


train  urban  ministers  (see  related 
story)  and  (2)  add  to  the  body  of 
knowledge  about  the  relationship 
between  drugs  and  violence  in 
American  cities. 

Information  about  drug  deal¬ 
ing  and  its  effects  was  presented 
from  a  1990  study  done  by  the 
Rand  Corp.  and  commissioned 
for  the  Greater  Washington  Re¬ 
search  Center. 

The  study,  “Money  From 
Crime:  The  Economics  of  Drug 
Dealing  in  Washington,  D.C.,” 
determined  that.  "Only  a  total 
community  effort  to  reduce/elim¬ 
inate  demand  will  solve  the  prob¬ 
lem.  Prevention  is  the  key.” 


Though  the  symposium  and 
the  data  that  enlivened  it  apply 
only  to  Washington,  there  was 
general  agreement  that  the  facts 
apply  to  most  urban  areas  in  the 
country. 

Those  facts,  succinctly,  are 
that  drug-dealing  is  prevalent; 
that  it  affects  mostly  young,  eth¬ 
nic  and/or  poor  men;  and  that  it 
has  disastrous  side  effects  on  the 
community. 

Symposium  co-sponsors  were 
the  seminary  and  the  United 
Methodist  Bishops'  Initiative  on 
Drugs  and  Violence,  based  in 
Washington. 


Seminary  trains  pastors  as  'missionaries  to  the  cities' 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON— Assertion: 
Many  of  America’s  cities  are  belea¬ 
guered  and  in  need  of  healing. 

Solution:  Train  pastors  to  be 
“missionaries  to  the  cities.” 

That’s  a  new  approach  by  United 
Methodist-related  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Washington. 


Seminary  officials  spelled  out 
that  approach  Sept.  26-29  during  a 
conference  on  “Redeeming  the 
City:  God’s  Sacred  Place — The 
Church  Organized  Against  Crack 
(Cocaine).” 

The  conference  coalesced  around 
findings  that  drug  abuse  and  vio¬ 
lence  forge  a  chain  that  binds  poor, 
primarily  ethnic,  people  into  a  pris¬ 


on  of  rotten  self-image,  poverty, 
risk  of  injury  or  death  and  often 
prison. 

The  conference,  cosponsored  by 
the  seminary  and  the  Bishops'  Ini¬ 
tiative  on  Drugs  and  Violence,  was 
the  beginning  of  a  new  course  of 
study  at  the  seminary  at  both  mas¬ 
ter  of  divinity  and  doctor  of  minis¬ 
try  levels. 


The  new  course  of  study,  called 
the  "urban  ministry  track,”  is  to 
train  at  least  40  graduates  for  inten¬ 
sive  pastoral  ministry  in  urban  set¬ 
tings  within  three  years,  said  the 
Rev,  M.  Douglas  Meeks,  seminary 
dean. 

He  indicated  that  information 
from  recent  studies  and  from  re¬ 
ports  during  the  last  year  by  Bishop 


Felton  E.  May  from  his  special  as¬ 
signment  to  lead  the  bishops'  fight 
against  drugs  spurred  Wesley  Semi¬ 
nary  to  “prepare  ministers  to  do 
'praxis’ — practical — ministry  where 
it  is  most  desperately  needed  in  our 
country — namely,  in  the  cities.” 

—DON  DONATO 
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GOING  OVERSEAS?:  The  chief 

United  Methodist  coordinating  council  may 
learn  firsthand  what  being  a  “global  church” 
means.  The  General  Council  on  Ministries  is 
considering  an  April  1991  meeting  in  one  of  the 
denomination’s  four  European  central  confer¬ 
ences.  Central  conferences  are  administrative 
regions  outside  the  United  States.  A  proposal 
made  recently  to  its  executive  committee  calls 
for  the  council’s  133  members  to  spend  three 
days  in  small  groups  visiting  United  Methodist 
projects  and  congregations  in  Europe  and  Afri¬ 
ca,  then  to  meet  at  one  central  location — proba¬ 
bly  in  Europe — to  share  experiences  and  trans¬ 
act  council  business. 

MIDEAST  MISSIONARIES:  The 

daughter  and  son-in-law  of  a  United  Methodist 
minister  and  his  wife  are  serving  as  short-term 
missionaries  in  a  Middle  East  refugee  camp. 
Noel  Nickle,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  E. 
and  Carol  Nickle  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  her 
husband,  Jim  Haaksma,  are  serving  in  Jordan 
in  a  Bangladeshi  refugee  camp  20  kilometers 
from  the  border  with  Iraq.  The  two  are  in  the 
third  year  of  a  three-year  assignment  with  the 
Mennonite  Central  Committee.  They  help  with 
water  purification  and  distribution  of  water  and 
food.  Transportation  from  Jordan  to  Banglade¬ 
shi  refugees  is  slow  because  the  Asian  country  is 
poor.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  has  sent  $10,000  to  the  Middle  East  Council 
of  Churches  for  refugees  in  Jordan.  Contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  relief  committee  International 
Emergency  Relief  No.  982-450-8  may  be  sent 
through  local  church  treasurers. 

PRIZE  DESIGNATED:  United  Meth¬ 
odist  laywoman  Martha  A.  Lane,  recently  hon¬ 
ored  by  the  National  Council  of  Churches  for 
her  efforts  to  promote  literacy  nationwide,  has 
designated  her  $3,000  grant  from  the  NCC  to 
Farmworkers  Self-Help  Inc.  The  Pasco  County, 
Fla.,  organization  operates  Norma  Learning 
Center.  Farm  workers  can  learn  farming  tech¬ 
niques,  horticulture,  English,  citizenship  and 
American  history  there.  Ms.  Lane  of  Santa  Bar¬ 
bara,  Calif.,  has  been  active  in  church-related 
literacy  efforts  more  than  20  years. 

LISTENING  POST:  The  Nashville  area 
is  to  be  a  site  for  a  regional  listening  post  on  ho¬ 
mosexuality.  The  special  United  Methodist 
churchwide  Committee  to  Study  Homosexuality 
is  to  hear  comments  from  churches  and  individ¬ 
uals  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Oct.  20  at  McKendree 
Village,  4343  Lebanon  Road,  Hermitage,  Tenn., 
a  Nashville  suburb. 
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Grace  Church  grows  in  crowded,  fertile  soil 

Congregation  becomes  home 
to  uprooted  executive  families 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 


NAPERVILLE,  Ill.— The 
teacher’s  voice  carried  clearly 
from  the  hallway  into  the  post¬ 
worship  gathering. 

“1  had  37  second-graders  in 
class  today!”  she  exclaimed. 

That’s  how  life  is  these  days  at 
2,500-member  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Grace  UMC  was  begun  as  a 
downtown  Naperville  congrega¬ 
tion  of  the  Evangelical  Associa¬ 
tion,  a  predecessor  denomination 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Today,  rooted  in  fertile  spiritual 
soil,  Grace  UMC’s  growth  is  the 
fruit  of  its  concerted  response  to 
the  area’s  burgeoning  population. 

Relocated  on  a  wooded  5-acre 
tract  near  Illinois’  research  and 
development  corridor  southwest 
of  Chicago,  the  congregation  is 
home  to  many  executives  and 
professionals  whose  families  fre¬ 
quently  have  been  uprooted  by 
corporate  transfers. 

Growth  rate  ranks  fifth 

Its  intentional  gathering  of  “cor¬ 
porate  movers”  and  others  has 
made  Grace  UMC  the  fifth  fast¬ 
est-growing  congregation  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  nine-state  North 
Central  Jurisdiction,  said  the  Rev. 
Arthur  J.  Landwehr,  senior  pastor. 

One  consequence  of  Grace 
UMC’s  rapid  growth — an  average 
of  200  members  a  year — is  that 
all  space  in  its  nearly  completed 
$3.6  million  building  expansion 
has  been  allotted  before  it  opens. 

Members  have  pledged  $1.9 
million  of  the  cost  and  have  paid 
$1.4  million  on  those  pledges. 

Many  of  those  gathered  for  a 
“new  members’  picnic”  told  the 
Reporter  they  joined  Grace 
UMC  because  the  congregation: 

S  Makes  a  conscious  effort  to 
welcome  them  into  the  commu¬ 
nity. 

S  Encourages  their  immediate 
and  continued  participation  in 
the  life  of  the  church  through 
small  groups  such  as  United 
Methodist  Men,  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women,  spiritual  growth  pro¬ 


grams  and  missions  projects. 

•f  Provides  dynamic  preaching 
that  speaks  to  their  life  situations. 

f  Offers  a  variety  of  minis¬ 
tries — especially  strong  Christian 
education  for  children,  youths 
and  adults — to  meet  their  fam¬ 
ilies’  needs. 

'Big  on  Sunday  schools' 

“John  Wesley  was  big  on  Sun¬ 
day  schools,  and  so  are  we,”  said 
Sue  Churchill,  Grace  UMC’s 
part-time  coordinator  of  mem¬ 
bership  development. 

Mrs.  Churchill  said  her  friends 
jokingly  call  her  “The  Religious 
Welcome  Wagon  of  Naperville.” 
That’s  because  she  and  the  vol¬ 
unteers  of  Grace  UMC’s  “St.  An¬ 
drew’s  Callers"  contact  visitors 
within  36  hours  of  their  first  ap¬ 
pearance  at  church. 

The  callers  bring  with  them 
packets  stuffed  full  of  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  education,  worship,  ser¬ 
vice  and  fellowship,  along  with  a 
mixture  of  dried  beans  to  make 
soup  as  a  welcoming  gift. 

Adrienne  Ann  Robinson, 
Grace  UMC’s  minister  of  educa¬ 
tion,  said  the  transient  nature  of 
the  congregation — some  families 
move  as  often  as  every  three 
years — is  one  of  the  church’s 
“exciting,  challenging”  aspects. 

“We  have  1,600  enrolled  in 
Sunday  school,”  said  Ms.  Robin¬ 
son,  a  diaconal  minister,  speak¬ 
ing  to  a  recent  new  members’ 
class.  “Each  of  you  has  different 
needs,  and  we  ask  you  to  come 
see  us  personally.” 

Some  of  the  congregation’s  lay 
leaders  characterized  Grace 
UMC’s  strengths  as  “lots  of  ener¬ 
gy,”  “diversity  of  talents  and  a 
place  for  all,”  “lots  of  outreach,” 
“a  wide  base  of  participation” 
and  “being  an  extended  family.” 

That  last  aspect  was  what  drew 
Wayne  Carr,  his  wife  and  four 
children  to  the  congregation. 

“We’ve jmoved  five  times  in  the 
past  10  years, ’’  said  Mr.  Carr,  an 


oil  company  marketing  executive. 
“We  shopped  churches  in  Naper¬ 
ville  and  found  a  real  ‘want-to’  at¬ 
titude  here.  It’s  become  a  support 
group,  our  community.” 

" The  Church  Aflame"  series 
features  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  of  all  sizes  that  are 
growing  numerically,  shoulder¬ 
ing  their  fair  share  of  the  denom¬ 
ination's  financial  obligations 
and  offering  outstanding  minis¬ 
tries  in  their  communities.  To 
nominate  a  church  write 
"Church  Aflame,"  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


The  church 

aflame 


...it  had 

IT  DUENT  know  what  TO  100. 

——————— 


Hallway  poster  promotes  the  building  campaign  at  Grace  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  in  Naperville,  III. 


REPORTER  STAEF  PHOTOS  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTIE 

This  crowded  second-grade  Sunday  school  room  is  but  one  of  many  at  Grace  United.  Methodist 
in  Naperville,  III. 


Support  the  Africa 
University  Project 
Because  YOU  Can 
Make  a  Difference! 


At  the  1988  General  Conference.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  accepted  the  proposal  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  to  raise  $20  million 
during  the  current  quadrennium  to 
begin  the  Africa  University. 
Responsibility  for  equipping  the  li¬ 
brary  of  the  College  of  Theology  was 


accepted  by  the  General  Board  of 
Publication  and  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  With  the  assistance 
and  recommendations  of  seminary  li¬ 
brarians,  a  basic  list  ol  about  7.500 
titles  has  been  compiled.  Total  fun¬ 
draising  goal  in  support  of  the  library  ’s 
development  is  $1  million. 


How  you  can  help  support  the  Africa 
University'  Library' ! 


Special  Commemorative  Hymnal 
To  support  the  Library  Fund.  Cokesbury 
has  prepared  a  special  Africa  University 
Edition  of  The  l hilled Metbodi </  Hymnal.  This 
navy  blue  Pew  Edition  is  embossed  in  gold 
with  the  Africa  University  emblem  on  the 
•  cover.  You  pay  only  SI  1 .95  —  and  SI. 50  of  it 
,  goes  to  the  Africa  University  Library  Fund 
!  in  your  name! 

■  AU0-285395.  $11.95 


Cokesbury 

Books  •  Blblss  •  Church  SuppUst  / 

Q 


Commemorative  Christmas  Cards 

Also  available  lor  purchase  in  support  of  the 
Library  Fund  are  5  sets  of  Christmas  Cards. 
Each  set  contains  12  cards  — 3  each  of  4 
similar  designs.  The  cards  are  attractive  and 
reasonably  priced.  For  each  set  sold  at 
$2.95,  50c  will  be  donated. 

Set  of  12.  each.  $2.95 
AU0- 280586.  Stained  Glass 
AU0-280597.  Shepherds 
AU0-280600.  Embossed  Asst. 

AU0-28061 1.  Christmas  Cameos 
AU0-280564.  Bethlehem  Senes 

Call  1-800-672-1789  toll  free,  order  by 
mail  from  your  Cokesbury  Service  Cen¬ 
ter,  or  visit  your  Cokesbury  store. 

Sal L<fac turn  guaranteed!  Add  .'die.'  tax  where 
applicable.  Far  artier.'  up  la  $J0,  add  S2  for 
Iran.iparlatwn. 


Latin  American  bishops 
accuse  Mission  Society 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

Complaints  by  some  Methodist 
leaders  in  Latin  America  against  the 
unofficial  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  broke  out  again  recently. 

Mission  Society  officials  again 
denied  the  accusations. 

The  complaints  came  after  a 
meeting  Sept.  15-17  in  Brazil  in¬ 
volving  three  United  Methodist 
bishops,  four  elected  directors  of 
the  church’s  official  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  staff  members 
from  the  mission  board  and  seven 
bishops  of  the  autonomous  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Brazil. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Leroy 
C.  Hodapp,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  said 
Brazilian  bishops  wanted  United 
Methodist  bishops  to  repudiate  the 
Mission  Society. 

Bishop  Hodapp  (Indiana  Area) 
said  the  Brazilian  bishops  reported 
that  the  Mission  Society  established 
a  congregation  in  Paraguay  without 
clearing  that  through  the  Council  of 
Latin  American  Methodist  Bishops. 

Subsequently,  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Paraguay  applied  for 
membership  in  the  World  Method¬ 
ist  Council. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale  of  Lake  Juna- 
luska,  N.C.,  World  Methodist 
Council  executive,  confirmed  that 
the  Paraguayan  church  had  applied 
for  membership  in  the  council. 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  he  was  told 
that  the  Mission  Society  moved 
from  Paraguay  to  establish  a  church 
in  Argentina  without  consulting  the 
bishop  there. 

Regarding  the  accusation  that  the 
Mission  Society  had  gone  from  Par¬ 
aguay  to  Argentina  to  establish  a 
church,  the  Rev.  H.T.  Maclin,  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  executive,  said,  “We 
have  done  no  such  thing. 

“What  they  (Latin  American 
bishops)  consistently  do  on  any¬ 
thing  that  touches  the  churches  in 
Latin  America  (and)  of  which  they 
do  not  approve  is  to  automatically 
assume  that  we  are  involved,  and 
we  simply  are  not.” 

The  position  of  the  Council  of 
Latin  American  Methodist  Bishops 
“is  that  it  has  an  evangelism  organi¬ 
zation,”  Bishop  Hodapp  said.  “If 


any  new  work  is  started  in  any 
country,  they  have  agreed  to  clear  it 
through  that  organization,”  he  said. 

The  Mission  Society,  created  in 
1985  as  an  offshoot  of  the  unofficial 
Good  News  evangelical  caucus 
within  the  denomination,  has  about 
75  missionaries  in  18  countries. 

Bishop  Hodapp  said  three  Brazil¬ 
ian  bishops  told  of  being  ap¬ 
proached  by  Mission  Society  board 
members  who  asked  them  to  refuse 
money  from  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  to  accept 
Mission  Society  funds.  Those  funds 
were  to  be  provided  only  if  the  bish¬ 
ops  repudiate  the  official  United 
Methodist  mission  board. 

Mr.  Maclin  denied  that  report,  too. 

At  the  spring  1 989  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  meeting,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Latin  American 
bishops  formally  expressed  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  Mission  Society  to 
elected  directors  of  the  World  Pro¬ 
gram  Division. 

The  board  approved  a  resolution 
sharing  the  bishops’  concerns  about 
Mission  Society  activities. 

10  schools  on 
'best  buy'  list 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Among  the  na¬ 
tion’s  “best  buys”  in  college  educa¬ 
tion  for  1990  are  10  United 
Methodist-related  schools,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fall  issue  of  “Money 
Guide”  magazine. 

Listed  among  schools  that  “deliv¬ 
er  the  best  education  for  the  buck” 
were,  with  their  rankings: 

Florida  Southern  College,  Lake¬ 
land  (12);  Hendrix  College,  Conway, 
Ark.  (22);  Centenary  College  of 
(Shreveport)  Louisiana  (26);  Duke 
University,  Durham,  N.C.  (29);  Bak¬ 
er  University,  Baldwin  City,  Kan. 
(56);  Emory  and  Henry  College, 
Emory,  Va.  (59);  MacMurray  Col¬ 
lege,  Jacksonville,  Ill.  (74);  Birming¬ 
ham-Southern  College,  Birmingham, 
Ala.  (78);  Southwestern  University, 
Georgetown,  Texas  (89);  Wesley 
College,  Dover,  Del.  (90). 


GIVE  HER  A  CHANCE 
IN  LIFE 


BEENA,  a  child  of  India,  is  five-years  old 
and  she  has  known  hardship  all  her  life.  She  is  the 
9th  child  in  a  family  of  10  children.  Her  father  is 
a  fisherman  who  earns  very  little. 

Food  for  body  and  spirit  is  provided  through 
the  sponsorship  program  of  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN,  INC.,  founded  in  1965  by  a 
Methodist  minister  and  his  wife.  WCI  seeks 
sponsors  for  children  like  Beena  who  have  been 
accepted  into  Christian  orphanages.  Do  you 
care  enough  to  make  a  difference  in  the  life  of  a 
child?  The  cost  to  sponsor  Beena  or  another 
child  like  her  is  only  $13  a  month—  less  than 
44  cents  a  day.  The  funds  provide  food,  clothing 
and  an  education  for  a  destitute  youngster. 

WCI  is  U.S.  government  approved  and  all 
contributions  are  tax  deductible.  The  corpora¬ 
tion  sent  87%  of  funds  received  in  1989  over¬ 
seas  for  the  children. 

We  send  full  information  to  each  sponsor: 
name  of  child,  address,  photo.  Also,  a  copy  of 
the  WCI  audit  is  sent  to  each  sponsor  for  re¬ 
view.  Please  write  today. 


WORLDS 


CHILDREN 


I  wi»h  lo  »pon»or  a  child  wh*r*  »h* 

J  n«*d  it  gr«ol*tl - 

Enclosed  it  poym*nl  lor  lift!  month 


World's  Children,  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven.  FL  33880 


Know  The  Bible 


NEW 

INSIGHTS 
ON  FAITH 

Inspired  by  Charles  M.  Schulz’s 
PEANUTS®  Comic  Strip 


From  the  author  of  the  best-selling 
The  Gospel  According  to  Peanuts 
with  over  10  millon  copies  sold  — 


□ 


on 


THE  BIBLE 
an D  PE4MUTS. 

ROBOT  L  SHOUT 

Short  Meditations 
on  the  Bible 
and  Peanuts® 

Robert  L.  Short 

With  a  little  help  from 
friends  Charlie 
Brown,  Linus,  Lucy, 

Snoopy,  Woodstock,  and 
the  rest  of  the  "Peanuts" 
gang,  Robert  Short  helps  us 
laugh  at  our  own  foibles  by 
presenting  new  meditations 
on  everyday  life. 

Paper  $7.95 


Published  by 

WESTMINSTER/JOHN  KNOX  PRESS 


Q  Cokesbury 

Books*  Bibles ‘Church  Supplies' 

Order  toll  free 

1-800-672-1789 
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Jewish  and  Catholic  leaders  reaffirm 
dialogue  between  faiths  irreversible 


By  GARY  O'GUINN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— After  a  quarter 
century  of  dialogue  following  pro¬ 
mulgation  of  the  Vatican  II  docu¬ 
ment  “Nostra  Aetate,”  Jewish  and 
Catholic  leaders  recently  took  stock 
of  their  efforts. 

Out  of  that  process  they  affirmed 
that  despite  tensions  of  recent  years 
and  Rome’s  refusal  to  recognize  Is¬ 
rael,  the  dialogue  between  their  two 
faiths  is  healthy  and  irreversible. 

The  assessment  was  made  at  a 
conference  at  Fordham  University 
celebrating  the  25th  anniversary  of 
the  watershed  declaration  that  dra¬ 
matically  reversed  the  foundation 
of  official  Catholic  teaching  about 
Judaism. 

Called  “Nostra  Aetate”  after  its 
opening  lines  in  Latin,  “In  our 
time,”  the  document  repudiated  the 


ancient  charge  of  deicide  leveled 
against  the  Jewish  people  for  the 
death  of  Jesus,  deplored  anti-Semi¬ 
tism  and  mandated  dialogue  with 
the  people  from  whom  Jesus  came. 

Irreversible,  irrevocable 

The  improvement  in  the  Jewish- 
Catholic  relations  since  “Nostra  Ae¬ 
tate”  is  “irreversible  and 
irrevocable,”  according  to  Rabbi  A. 
James  Rudin,  national  interreli¬ 
gious  affairs  director  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Jewish  Committee,  co-sponsor 
of  the  conference. 

The  Jewish-Christian  dialogue  is 
not  only  one  of  the  “true  success 
stories”  of  the  20th  century,  but  a 
model  for  interreligious  dialogue  by 
other  faith  communities,  he  told 
conference  participants. 

But  relations  are  not  in  perfect 
shape.  Jews  continue  to  be  baffled 
at  the  Vatican’s  refusal  to  recognize 


Israel  as  a  state. 

And,  at  least  on  the  Catholic  side 
of  the  dialogue  table,  there  is  a 
“quite  disturbing”  sign  of  regres¬ 
sion  at  the  highest  levels,  according 
to  the  Rev.  John  Pawlikowski,  a 
Chicago  priest  and  a  pioneer  in  the 
Jewish-Catholic  dialogue. 

Father  Pawlikowski,  a  professor 
of  social  ethics  at  the  Chicago  Theo¬ 
logical  Union,  warned  in  one  work¬ 
shop  that  the  text  of  the  Vatican’s 
new  worldwide  catechism,  the  first 
since  the  16th  century  and  now  in 
the  final  stages  of  preparation  is  a 
“dark  cloud  on  the  horizon.” 

Positively  explosive 

While  he  stressed  that  it  is  still  in 
the  draft  stage  and  open  to  change, 
he  said  that  if  some  of  the  statements 
in  the  catechism  are  left  as  they  are 
they  will  be  “positively  explosive.” 

If  the  proposed  catechism  is  not 


reworked,  “we  could  be  in  serious 
trouble  and  deserving  of  the  nega¬ 
tive  reaction  we  would  receive,”  Fa¬ 
ther  Pawlikowski  said. 

He  said  the  statements  in  the  cat¬ 
echism  have  already  provoked 
strong  critical  intervention  by  bish¬ 
ops  and  theologians  and  added  that 
he  hoped  “sufficient  pressure” 
could  be  mounted  to  change  the 
document. 

“My  assessment  is  that  a  great 
part  of  it  could  have  been  written 
before  Vatican  II,”  he  said,  with 
one  exception — the  proposed  cate¬ 
chism  "does  not  go  back  to  the  dei¬ 
cide  charge.” 

In  several  areas,  statements  made 
in  the  catechism  “seem  to  lapse  on 
a  number  of  issues  into  the  old  pre- 
Vatican  II  language,”  Father  Pawli¬ 
kowski  explained,  in  which  law  is 
opposed  to  grace  and  old  covenant 
opposed  to  new  covenant. 


Review  — 

'Gabriel's  Fire':  Faith,  justice,  mercy  and 
James  Earl  Jones  in  new  television  series 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

When  was  the  last  time  in  prime¬ 
time  television  that  you  saw  a  tough 
con  wrestling  with  the  Almighty? 

This  scene  from  “Gabriel’s  Fire” 
(Thursday  evenings  on  ABC-TV) 
shows  Gabriel  Bird  (played  by 
James  Earl  Jones)  praying  earnestly 
in  his  prison  cell  as  he  prepares  to 
return  to  the  outside  world  after  20 
years  of  incarceration. 

This  is  just  one  of  many  surprises 
in  the  remarkable  first  episode  of 
this  new  series. 

It  is  always  a  joy  to  watch  James 
Earl  Jones  act.  He  has  appeared  in 
movies  from  “Star  Wars”  to 
“Matewan,”  and  he  has  won  Ton¬ 
ies,  Obies,  and  Drama  Desk  awards 
for  his  stage  performances. 

However,  he  has  seldom  been  of¬ 
fered  television  roles  equal  to  his 
talents.  The  role  of  Gabriel  Bird 
was  created  especially  for  him,  and 
in  the  very  first  episode  he  may 
have  achieved  what  will  be  the  most 
powerful  acting  of  this  decade. 

As  a  promising  young  police  offi¬ 
cer,  Mr.  Bird  was  part  of  an  under¬ 
cover  police  team  in  the  turbulent 
1960s. 

One  day  in  a  Chicago  tenement 
he  faced  a  horrifying  choice:  watch 
his  corrupt  partner  murder  an  inno¬ 
cent  woman  and  her  child  or  shoot 
his  partner.  He  shot,  and  he  paid  a 
fearful  price — life  in  prison  without 
parole. 

Twenty  years  later  the  murder  of 
his  best  friend  brings  Mr.  Bird  face- 
to-face  with  Victoria  Heller  (Laila 
Robins),  a  brilliant,  ambitious  de¬ 
fense  lawyer  who  gets  Bird’s  convic¬ 
tion  overturned. 


James  Earl  Jones  marvelously 
portrays  the  joy — and  the  agony — 
of  being  free  after  years  of  regimen¬ 
tation.  Mr.  Bird  reluctantly  accepts 
a  position  as  an  investigator  in  Hell¬ 
er’s  law  firm  but  finds  that  the  evil 
still  lurks  over  his  shoulder. 

The  very  people  whose  corrup¬ 
tion  sent  him  to  prison  in  the  first 
place  are  still  in  power  and  are  de¬ 
termined  to  set  him  up  again. 

Mr.  Bird’s  story  clearly  will  be 
one  of  continuing  struggle  for  the 
justice  that  he  and  others  have  long 


been  denied. 

The  executive  producer  of  “Ga¬ 
briel’s  Fire”  is  Robert  Lieberman, 
who  directed  the  much-celebrated 
episode  of  “Thirtysomething”  in 
which  an  interfaith  couple  wrestled 
with  whether  to  celebrate  Christmas 
or  Hanukkah  or  neither.  Each  end¬ 
ed  up  recognizing  the  importance  of 
both  their  own  religious  traditions 
and  those  of  their  mate. 

Mr.  Lieberman  surely  intends  to 
present  some  thoughts  worth  pon¬ 
dering  in  this  series,  as  well. 


The  first  week  closed  with  James 
Earl  Jones  delivering  a  line  worth 
quoting  in  a  sermon:  “Justice  only 
costs  money;  mercy  is  what  is  really 
expensive.” 

Let’s  hope  that  the  public  is  ready 
for  television  this  good.  It’s  been  a 
long  time  getting  here. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  of  Island  Park, 
N.Y.,  frequently  reviews  television 
and  films  for  the  Reporter.  See  an 
additional  review  elsewhere  on  this 
page. 


PHOTO  BY  STFVt  FtNN  FOR  ABC 

James  Earl  (ones  stars  in  'Gabriel's  Fire/  a  new  hour-long  dramatic  series  on  ABC-TV.  He  portrays  an 
ex-convict  who  was  released  after  20  years  of  unjust  imprisonment. 


Dear  Deborah: 


not  the  answer  to  this  problem 

tion.  Anyone  who  has  dealt  with  or  is  find  available  help. 

Janice  Jones 


Al-Anon  is 

Dear  Deborah: 

I  read  the  article  in  our  local 
church  paper  with  your  response  to 
Wanda  whose  husband  ignores  her. 

I  am  very  glad  you  are  familiar 
with  Al-Anon  and  that  you  endorse 
the  help  that  can  be  found  in  those 
groups. 

There  is  one  problem,  though — our 
Tradition  Five  states  that  we  have  but 
one  purpose  and  that  is  to  help  fam¬ 
ilies  of  icoholics.  It  is  very  important 
to  the  groups  that  we  keep  this  tradi- 


dealing  with  alcoholism  in  another 
person  is  welcome. 

I’m  sure  you  are  aware  of  this  but 
there  is  also  Alateen  for  children  of 
alcoholics. 

As  you  stated,  there  are  many 
types  of  abuse.  Slowly  people  are 
beginning  to  address  them  all. 

I  do  hope  that  the  woman  who 
wrote  to  you  will  find  the  help  that 
is  appropriate  for  her  and  I  hope 
you  will  continue  to  help  people 


Dear  Janice: 

I  have  disguised  your  name  but  I 
do  appreciate  your  letter. 

I  have  been  helped  by  some  books 
and  literature  of  Al-Anon  but  have 
never  been  to  a  meeting  so  I  was  not 
aware  that  the  groups  are  limited  to 
those  dealing  with  alcoholism  in  oth¬ 
ers.  Thank  you  for  clarifying  that. 
Surely,  though,  the  books  and  book¬ 
lets  are  available  to  others. 


I  do  think  that  as  we  have  begun 
to  learn  more  about  addictive  beha¬ 
viors  we  realize  that  the  underlying 
causes  and  habit  patterns  are  simi¬ 
lar  in  alcoholism  and  other  forms  of 
addiction  whether  chemical  or  emo¬ 
tional  or  behavioral. 

For  people  trying  to  cope  with  any 
kind  of  addiction  in  a  friend  or  loved 
one.  the  hope  is  in  learning  to  take 
charge  of  one's  own  self  and  allow¬ 
ing  the  loved  one  to  be  responsible 
for  his  or  her  self. 


History  of  »ymnt: 

YMCA  motto  'Christ  for  the  World,  and  the  World 
for  Christ'  inspires  Congregational  pastor's  hymn 


Christ  for  the  world  we  sing. 

The  world  to  Christ  we  bring. 

With  loving  zeal: 

The  poor,  and  them  that  mourn, 

The  faint  and  overborne. 

Sinsick  and  sorrow-worn. 

Whom  Christ  doth  heat. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Samuel  Wolcott,  pastor  of  Cleve¬ 
land’s  Plymouth  Congregational 
Church,  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association 
for  the  state  of  Ohio  in  1 869. 


The  motto  of  the  convention, 
“Christ  for  the  World,  and  the 
World  for  Christ”  was  spelled  out 
in  large  letters  over  the  church 
pulpit. 

On  his  way  home  from  the  ser¬ 
vice,  inspired  by  the  motto,  he 
wrote  the  hymn. 

A  concern  for  missions  burned  in 
his  heart,  for,  almost  30  years  earli¬ 
er.  Wolcott  had  spent  two  years  as  a 
missionary  to  Syria.  Ill  health  had 
forced  his  return  home,  and  he  then 
served  Congregational  churches  in 


Rhode  Island,  Illinois  and  Ohio. 

At  age  55  he  became  interested  in 
writing  hymns,  and,  during  the  re¬ 
maining  17  years  of  his  life,  he 
wrote  more  than  200.  Only  this 
hymn  remains. 

The  music  usually  used  for  Wol¬ 
cott’s  words  is  called  “Italian 
Hymn.”  It  was  written  100  years 
earlier  by  Felice  de  Giardini. 

A  native  of  Italy,  he  lived  in  Lon¬ 
don  from  1752  to  1784.  He  was 
highly  respected  as  a  violinist, 
teacher  and  conductor  and  as  im¬ 


presario  of  the  Italian  Opera  group 
in  London.  He  was  frequently  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  “The  Italian." 

He  contributed  four  hymn  tunes 
to  Martin  Madan’s  collection  in 
1 769.  Only  this  one  is  still  sung. 

It  was  originally  referred  to  as 
"the  Italian’s  Hymn,”  but  the  pos¬ 
sessive  was  dropped  many  years  ago 
and  the  tune  name  became  simply 
“Italian  Hymn.” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"When  in  our  music,  Christ  is  glorified" 


'Let  the  children  come  unto  me'  is  the  message  on  the  stained  glass 
window  that  honors  the  Sara  Jo  Bardsley.  The  disabled  woman's 
work  with  children  inspired  her  congregation  to  commission  the 
work. 

Stained  glass  window 
honors  woman's  work 


Brilliant  orange  warms  the 
stained  glass  of  the  vestibule  win¬ 
dow  of  the  children’s  educational 
wing  of  Smithtown  (New  York) 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Radial  lines  focus  the  viewer’s  at¬ 
tention  on  the  seated  figure  of 
Christ  surrounded  by  three  chil¬ 
dren.  It  is  titled  “Let  the  children 
come  unto  me.” 

The  title  and  the  window  honor 
Sara  Jo  Bardsley — a  person  who,  in 
spite  of  Parkinson’s  Disease,  is  re¬ 
nowned  in  the  community  for  her 
work  with  children  and  her  chil¬ 
dren’s  sermons. 

Mrs.  Bardsley,  a  lifelong  Method¬ 
ist,  has  been  married  to  the  Rev. 
John  W.  Bardsley  for  37  years. 

Stained  glass  artist  LeRoy  Zorn,  a 
member  of  the  Smithtown  church, 
was  selected  to  design  and  create 
the  window. 

“I  prayed,”  Mr.  Zom  said,  ‘God, 
you  have  to  help  me  get  this 
done.’  ” 

Mr.  Zom  explained  Mrs.  Bards- 
ley’s  importance  to  their  church. 

“Sara  Jo  Bardsley  not  only  devot¬ 
ed  her  ministry  to  the  children  of 
the  church  by  teaching  Sunday 
School  but  also  by  giving  a  weekly 
children’s  message  during  the  regu¬ 
lar  Sunday  services.  A  chair  was 
placed  in  front  of  the  altar  and  the 
children  were  invited  to  come  up 
and  surround  her  on  the  floor. 

“The  area  quickly  filled  with  chil¬ 
dren  from  2  years  old  to  teen-agers. 
Many  times  there  were  so  many 
that  they  spilled  over  from  the 
chancel  to  the  congregations. 

“Sara  Jo  would  proceed,  her  arms 
around  several  of  the  children,  usu¬ 
ally  one  in  her  lap,  with  a  story  that 


got  them  actively  involved  in  learn-, 
ing  about  a  Christian  message. 

“The  wet-eyed  or  laughing  par¬ 
ents  in  the  congregation  would  en¬ 
joy  the  stories  as  well  as  the 
children.  Some  still  say  that  the; 
children’s  sermon  was  meant  for  all 
of  God’s  children — young  and  old,” 
Mr.  Zom  said. 

Her  husband  said  she  never  let. 
her  handicaps  deter  her  work  with 
children. 

“Once  when  the  tremors  from 
Parkinsonism  was  quite  noticeable 
during  the  children’s  sermon,”  Mr. 
Bardsley  said,  “little  Jennifer  stood 
up  and  held  one  moving  knee,  then 
the  other  knee,  then  one  arm,  and 
finally,  she  was  totally  hugging  Mrs. 
Bardsley  in  an  effort  to  prevent  her 
from  shaking. 

“The  congregation  broke  out  in 
spontaneous  applause. 

“At  other  times,  Sunday  school 
children  decorated  the  brace  on  her 
knee  according  to  the  season — stars 
for  Christmas,  flowers  for  Easter,  etc. 

“My  wife  told  the  congregation,  ‘I 
know  this  may  look  humorous  to 
you,  but  to  me  these  are  loving  gifts.  - 
Christ  has  spoken  through  the  chil¬ 
dren  to  me,’  ”  he  said. 

Mr.  Bardsley  also  talks  of  the 
time  Mrs.  Bardsley  thought  it  was 
sad  that  all  the  tulips  in  front  of  the 
church  were  broken  off.  The  reason 
why  became  apparent  when,  during 
the  children’s  sermon,  a  young  boy 
walked  up  to  her  with  a  large  bou¬ 
quet  of  tulips  and  said,  “Here!  I 
picked  these  for  you.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bardsley  now  reside 
at  Emory,  Va.,  where  he  is  pastor  of 
the  United  Methodist  church. 


Review 

'Danger  at  the  Beach'  has 
environmental  answers 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

A  host  of  television  programs  this 
fall  deal  with  nature,  conservation 
and  ecology,  yet  "Danger  at  the 
Beach"  stands  out  as  one  of  the 
most  engaging. 

Hosted  by  actor  Ted  Danson, 
who  started  the  American  Oceans 
Campaign,  this  Audubon  Society 
special  opens  with  Danson  walking 
along  the  shore  with  his  children. 
He  became  an  environmental  activ¬ 
ist,  he  says,  when  he  could  not  take 
his  children  to  the  beach  one  day 
because  of  a  sewage  spill. 

We  follow  Danson  around  the 
country  as  he  explores  with  gusto 
what  is  happening  to  our  coastal 
waters  and  what  can  be  done  to  pro¬ 
tect  them. 

Touring  Boston's  archaic  sewage 
treatment  facility,  we  learn  how 
pollution  has  made  Boston  Harbor 
one  of  the  dirtiest  in  the  nation. 

In  Connecticut,  we  learn  how  wa¬ 
ter  pollution  is  affecting  the  liveli¬ 
hood  of  those  who  fish  in  the  Long 
Island  Sound. 

On  Staten  Island  we  see  where 
wetlands  have  been  turned  into  a 
four-square  mile  mountain  of  gar¬ 
bage  leaching  a  toxic  stew  that  finds 
its  way  to  the  Jersey  shore. 

We  learn  that  pollution  has 
closed  over  half  the  shellfish  beds  in 
the  United  States,  that  tiny  discard¬ 
ed  balloons  can  kill  giant  whales 
and  that  the  world’s  richest  estuary, 
the  Chesapeake  Bay,  is  threatened 
by  the  actions  of  those  who  live  all 


the  way  from  Cooperstown,  N.Y.,  I 
to  West  Virginia. 

More  bluntly  than  other  environ- ; 
mental  specials,  this  one  shows  us 
the  plants,  towns  and  ships  that  are 
polluting  our  waters. 

Danson  also  celebrates  positive  ; 
reactions  to  this  crisis. 

Instead  of  dumping  sewage  into 
the  ocean.  Areata,  Calif.,  treats  it  : 
and  mixes  it  with  seawater  to  create 
a  beautiful  wildlife  sanctuary — at 
less  cost  than  conventional  sewage 
plants. 

In  Washington  state,  local 
“Adopt  a  Stream"  groups  are  re¬ 
moving  debris,  building  salmon  lad¬ 
ders,  planting  trees  and  guarding 
against  toxic  dumping. 

In  Seattle,  nutrient-rich  sludge  is 
sprayed  on  trees  to  save  the  forests 
while  safely  disposing  of  wastes. 

"Danger  at  the  Beach."  scheuuled 
over  PBS  stations,  presents  us  with 
powerful  calls  to  action  on  behalf  of 
God’s  good  creation. 


Poem  of  the  Week 

TO  EACH  A  SEASON 

That  I  might  be, 

When  I  meet  death, 

The  cherished  rose 
Dropping  its  petals 
While  wafting  fragrance 
And  special  beauty 
to  its  last  breath. 

—ANGELA  GALL 
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Have  a  Will?  Get  Help! 


More  than  50%  of  all  Americans  don’t  have  a  will! 

Last  May  the  Children’s  Home  began  mailing  information  about  the 
importance  of  having  a  “will.”  Our  primary  reason  for  the  information  is 
to  help  —  to  inform. 

Although  the  brochures  are  going  to  those  on  our  list  of  donors,  it  is 
available  to  anyone  who  is  interested. 

Two  quarterly  mailings  have  now  been  sent;  they  are  “The  State  Has 
Made  Your  Will”  and  “When  Should  a  Woman  Have  a  Will?” 

If  you  would  be  interested  in  receiving  this  very  important  information 
write: 

Rev.  Augie  Aamodt 
Director  of  Development 
c/o  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
P.O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  LA  71270 


Sadie  Hawkins  Day  —The  End  of  the  Summer 


A  big  annual  celebration  is 
held  each  year  at  the  end  of  the 
summer.  At  Sadie  Hawkins  Day 
the  young  people  and  some  staff 
are  divided  into  the  Hatfields 
and  the  McCoys. 

A  full  day  and  evening  of 
competition  left  everyone  tired 
and  happy. 


Calling  All  Churches 


Most  churches  and  many  of  their 
members  are  making  plans  for  next 
summer’s  activities. 

Actually,  a  group  from  First 
United  Methodist  of  Bossier  City 
was  the  first  team  to  work  and  stay 
overnight.  They  would  have  been 
the  first  to  work  on  the  new 
Outdoor  Learning  Facility,  but  the 
timber  had  not  been  cut.  So  —  they 
painted  the  inside  of  two  residential 
houses  for  youth  on  campus. 

We  would  like  you  to  consider  a 
work  camp  at  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home. 
Consider  the  following: 

WORKCAMP  PROJECTS  FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 
(One  Day  to  One  Week) 
Outdoor  Wilderness  Learning 
Facilities  on  400  acres  outside  of 
the  City  of  Ruston. 

Build: 

—  a  pavilion  for  group  functions 

—  a  playground  and  equipment 


—  a  shed  for  equipment  storage 

—  fences 

—  a  livestock  barn 

—  camping  facilities 
Adults  Needed: 

—  professional  builders  as  well  as 
support  team  members  (“go-fers” 

—  skilled  carpenters  and  laborers 

—  “do  it  yourself  types” 

Workers  will  be  housed  locally. 

Material  will  be  provided.  Those 
who  can,  should  bring  their  own 
tools. 

May,  June  or  July  1991  are  the 
best  months.  One  or  two  day 
projects  can  be  any  time  of  the  year. 
For  more  information  contact: 

Mr.  Terrel  DeVille 
Executive  Director 
or 

Rev.  Augie  Aamodt 
Director  of  Development 
Post  Office  Box  929 
Ruston,  Louisiana  71270 
(318)255-5020 


Work  team  from  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City 


A  warning  from  the  Hatfields  to 
the  McCoys  had  to  be  taken 
down  when  it  began  to  stop 
traffic  on  Highway  167.  It 
looked  too  real. 


Executive  Director  Terrel  DeVille  judges  corn  on  the  cob  eating 
contest. 


Associate  Executive  Director  John  Allen  judges  wood  sawing. 


Mud  throwing  fight 


DeNeise  Barlow,  Director  of  Activities  and  Recreation,  Terrel 
DeVille,  Cordon  Hanes,  Director  of  Residential  Services,  and  John 
Allen,  judge  the  baking  contest. 


Whipped  cream  battle 


i  Allen  was  thrown  in  tug  of  war  mud  puddle  by  a  Child  Care 


Beauty  Contest 
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Running  on  Empty 


Editor’s  Note:  Bishop  Oden  invited  Paul  White,  Conference  Lay 
Leader  to  write  this  week's  column. 

“The  longest  period  of  history  without  a  major  war,”  the  historians 
say,  and  you  and  I  think  of  the  tumultuous  time  in  which  we  live  and 
know  this  is  certainly  less  than  the  peace  for  which  we  long.  The 
whirlwind  changes  of  the  years  since  World  War  II  have  totally 
reshaped  and  shrunk  our  globe  until  it  is  very  difficult  for  us  to  keep 
up  with  the  changes,  much  less  comprehend  them.  The  Mid-East 
crisis,  the  threatening  deficit,  the  plight  of  the  homeless  and  the  poor, 
the  abortion  controversy,  the  conflict  among  races,  tribes  and 
nationalities  overload  our  sensibilities  and  drain  our  energies  as 
American  citizens  and  certainly  as  Christ’s  Body,  the  Church. 

The  Mid-East  crisis  opens  to  us  the  potential  of  vastly  limiting  our 
supply  of  oil  and  gas.  We  are  thus  reminded  of  our  dependence  on 
such  energy  to  go  from  one  place  to  another.  If  you’ve  ever  played  the 
game  of  driving  as  long  as  possible  after  the  gas  gauge  registers  empty 
(and  losing  your  share  of  times  as  I  have!)  you  are  fully  aware  that 
you  can’t  go  very  far  running  on  empty.  Our  cars  are  rendered  useless 
without  the  gas  they  need  for  energy. 

In  their  book.  Resident  Aliens,  Stanley  Hauerwas  and  William  H. 
Willimon  have  some  harsh  assertions  about  our  country’s  attitudes 
and  actions.  Correspondingly  they  have  some  tough  assessments  of 
the  part  Christ’s  Church  has  played  in  this  state  of  affairs.  “We 
Christians  have  given  atheists  less  and  less  in  which  to  disbelieve  . . . 
The  church  is  the  dull  exponent  of  conventional  secular  political 
ideas  with  a  vaguely  religious  tint.” 

These  authors  join  a  host  of  other  authors,  commentators,  and 
prophets  writing,  studying,  and  speaking  about  the  Church  and 
concluding  that  recent  history  has  totally  revolutionized  the  ways 
Christ’s  Church  must  live  to  be  true  to  God’s  Word. 

The  serious  work  of  VISION  2000  is  beginning  for  our  Conference.  I 
can  think  of  no  better  way  for  celebrating  Laity  Day  1990  than  for 
each  of  us  —  clergy  and  laity  alike  —  to  seriously  commit  our  very 
best  efforts  in  examining  what  we  as  a  church  have  been  and  what  we 
are  called  to  be  in  our  world  today.  There’s  one  thing  for  sure  —  we 
have  no  need  to  “run  on  empty”  —  for  God  is  our  endless  source  of 
energy  for  vision,  wisdom  and  courage  if  we  only  “fill  up”  —  by 
prayer,  study  of  His  Word,  and  total  commitment  to  His  Church. 


Worship  Workshop  Planned 

The  Worship  section  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Discipleship 
is  planning  a  worship  workshop  for  ministers,  musicians,  worship 
chairpersons  and  others  who  are  active  in  the  planning  of  worship  services. 
Please  put  Friday  and  Saturday,  April  12  and  13,  1991  on  your  calendar. 
The  workshop,  which  will  be  held  at  First  United  Methodist  in  Alexandria, 
will  begin  with  registration  at  3:30  p.m.  Friday  and  end  on  Saturday  at 
3:00  p.m.  One  Continuing  Education  Credit  will  be  available  for  those  who 
attend  the  full  session. 

The  workshop  will  be  led  by  The  Rev.  Dr.  Don  Saliers  and  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Melva  Costen.  Dr.  Saliers  is  Professor  of  Worship  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology  of  Emory  University  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Dr.  Melva  Costen  is 
Professor  of  Worship  and  Music  at  The  Interdenominational  Theological 
Center  of  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

More  information  and  registration  material  will  be  forthcoming  after  the 
first  of  the  year. 


Upper  Room  Lists 
Schedule  of  1991  Seminar 

“A  Closer  Walk  with  God,”  a  program  of  the  Upper  Room  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  that  is  designed  to  affirm  the  faith 
development  and  spiritual  formation  of  black  persons,  will  hold  its  1991 
sessions  at  the  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  dates 
are  February  20-24,  May  1  -5,  and  August  21-25. 

“A  Closer  Walk  with  God"  consists  of  three  3-day  sessions  that  are 
intended  to  affirm  the  ways  in  which  black  persons  engage  in  faith 
development.  The  program  also  aims  to  help  participants  ensure  that 
effective  ministries  take  place  in  their  own  local  churches.  “A  Closer  Walk 
with  God”  seeks  to  reclaim  the  distinctive  black  religious  experience  in 
America  and  stresses  how  this  experience  has  directed  the  spiritual 
journeys  of  black  Americans. 

Subjects  explored  during  the  sessions  include:  “African  Spirituality  and 
Values”;  “An  Introduction  to  Spiritual  Formation  in  the  Black  Tradition"; 
“Spiritual  Guidance  and  Care  in  the  Black  Church";  “The  Psalms  as 
Spiritual  Resources";  “Disciplines  for  Everyday  Living";  and  “Spirituality 
of  the  Early  Church.” 

The  total  cost  for  “A  Closer  Walk  With  God”  is  $770.00,  which  includes 
meals  and  housing.  Books  and  travel  are  extra.  Some  scholarships  and 
financial  aid  are  available.  For  more  information,  contact:  the  Rev. 
Eugene  A.  Blair,  The  Upper  Room,  1908  Grand  Ave.,  P.O.  Box  189, 
Nashville,  TN  37202;  telephone:  6 1 5-340-723 1 . 


The  Fall  'Coverage'  Mailed 

Please  be  advised  that  the  Conference  coordinated  mailing, 
“Coverage,”  containing  information  for  the  months  of  October, 
November,  and  December,  has  been  distributed.  Those  receiving  the 
mailing  are:  all  ministers  (including  diaconal)  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference;  Administrative  Board/ Administrative  Council 
Chairpersons;  and  CCOM  Chairpersons.  Persons  interested  in 
obtaining  material,  please  contact  the  listed  representatives  or 
contact  the  Conference  Office. 


Access  Sunday 
October  2 1 


Access  Sunday  is  a  special 
Sunday,  a  Sunday  that  is  set  aside 
by  congregations  all  across  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to 
celebrate  and  recognize  persons 
with  handicapping  conditions. 
October  21  has  been  designated  as 
Access  Sunday.  Local  churches, 
however,  may  select  any  Sunday 
that  is  convenient  for  them. 

The  primary  purpose  of  the  day  is 
to  set  aside  a  special  time  to  call 
attention  to  the  need  of  accessibility 
in  order  that  all  of  the  people  of 
God  can  be  a  part  of  the 
community  of  faith.  Local  churches 
are  encouraged  to  involve  persons 
with  handicapped  conditions  in  the 
worship  experience  and  to 
recognize  the  many  gifts  and  graces 
which  these  persons  have  to  share 


with  the  congregation. 

The  physical  structure  of  a  local 
congregation  can  prove  to  be  a 
hindrance  to  participation  for  those 
with  handicapping  conditions. 
Access  Sunday  provides  local 
churches  with  the  challenge  to 
evaluate  their  buildings  from  the 
perspective  of  a  person  with  a 
handicap.  Such  an  evaluation  will 
give  suggestions  on  ways  to 
improve  accessibility  to  the 
sanctuary,  fellowship  hall, 
restrooms  and  classrooms.  Lighting 
and  audio  may  be  other  areas  of 
concern. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  always  prided  itself  on  being 
open  to  all  persons.  Access  Sunday 
helps  us  to  reach  toward  openness 
with  a  sometimes  hidden 
handicapped  population. 


Around  The  Conference 


Paul  Buras,  a  24  year  old  and  former  resident  of  MacDonell  UM  Children's 
Services,  tmr.rrecently  paid  a  visit  to  the  agency.  He  is  pictured  with  his 
wife  Arin,  their  18  month  old  daughter  Savannah,  and  Jerry  Bridges, 
President  of  MacDonell.  Paul  came  to  MacDonell  at  the  age  of  nine  and 
lived  there  until  he  was  16.  He  is  currently  attending  the  University  of 
Tennessee  majoring  in  Chemistry  and  Biology. 


The  Roanoak  UMC  had  a  very  successful  Bible  School  with  a  daily 
attendance  of  50  children  and  young  people.  The  main  theme  was  how 
different  characters  of  the  Bible  answered  to  the  call  of  God.  Pictured  I.  to 
r.  are:  Robert  Boggs  and  Robert  Tietjc;  back  row  I.  to  r.  are:  Cy  Bill  Tietjc, 
Charles  Troutman,  and  Leon  Boggs. 


More  than  50  children  enjoyed  a  wide  range  of  activities  while  learning 
that  God's  love  is  free  and  meant  to  be  at  Patterson  UMC.  During  a  recent 
Bible  School,  programs  featured  music,  arts  and  crafts,  and  Bible  stories. 
The  great  success  of  the  program  was  made  possible  by  the  hard  work  of 
over  20  volunteers  and  tremendous  support  from  the  church  and  the 
community. 


Enthusiastic  Response  to  Conference  Center 

The  tally  from  the  Conference  Center  offering  is  not  yet  complete. 
The  reports  which  have  been  received,  however,  have  been  extremely 
positive.  Your  support  for  this  venture  in  faith  has  been  enthusiastic, 
both  in  monetary  and  spiritual  dimensions.  Please  remember  that  the 
contributions  thus  far  received  by  your  local  church  are  to  be  sent  to 
the  Conference  Treasurer's  Office  by  October  15. 


In  Memoriam 

Rev.  Blackmon  L.  Hall,  retired  minister,  died  September  26,  1990. 
Rev.  Hall,  who  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Lucy  Bell  Hall,  was  94  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Funeral  services  were  held  October  3  at  Calvary 
UMC  in  Thibodaux.  Dismissal  took  place  Thursday  morning  from 
Calvary. 

Rev.  Caesar  D.  Small,  retired  minister,  died  September  26,  1990  at 
the  age  of  96. 


Dedication  Holds 
Special  Meaning 


October  21,  1990,  will  be  a 
special  day  for  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  and  for  all  United 
Methodists  in  Louisiana.  At  5:00 
that  Sunday  afternoon,  there  will  be 
a  Service  of  Dedication  and 
Consecration  of  the  Istrouma 
Metropolitan  Methodist  Mission 
Center.  Located  on  Scenic 
Highway,  next  to  the  Exxon 
Refinery,  the  Mission  Center  is  the 
result  of  years  of  planning  and 
prayers,  mixed  with  the  hard  work 
and  sacrifice  of  many  who  believe 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
should  not  “leave”  just  because 
conditions  change  and  comfort 
turns  to  challenge. 

The  Mission  Center,  with  the 
help  of  dozens  of  volunteers,  has 
planned  an  “Open  House”  from 
4:00  p.m.  until  7:00  p.m.  The 
programs  and  offices  of  the  Mission 
Center  will  be  on  display  for  your 
inspection,  and  refreshments  will  be 
served.  The  Service  of  Dedication 
and  Consecration  will  be  from  5:00- 
5:45  p.m.  Music  will  be  provided  by 
a  combined  youth  choir  from 
United  Methodist  churches  all  over 
the  city.  Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin 
Sr.,  Superintendent  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District,  will  deliver  the 
consecration  message. 

Several  community  support 
agencies  are  already  active  at  the 
Mission  Center:  offices  of  the 
Greater  Baton  Rouge  Federation 
of  Churches  and  Synagogues; 
Louisiana  CrossLines  Ministry;  the 
Istrouma  After-School  Program;  the 
North  Baton  Rouge  Cooperative 
Parish  Food  Pantry.  Clothes  Closet 
and  Emergency  Services.  Food  at 
the  Holy  Grill,  a  free  hot  meal 


served  daily  at  Jordan  UMC,  is 
prepared  at  the  Mission  Center 
also. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
supports  mission  centers  in  many 
metropolitan  areas  around  the 
world.  Their  purposes  are  varied, 
but  often  they  exist  to  serve 
neighborhoods  which  are  low  on 
resources  and  high  on  needs.  The 
purpose  of  the  Istrouma  Mission 
Center  is  to  be  such  a  neighborhood 
resource,  to  provide  low-cost  office 
space  to  other  agencies  committed 
to  similar  goals,  and  to  develop 
models  for  churches  to  use  in 
addressing  the  needs  of  their 
neighborhoods. 

The  Mission  Center  is  the  direct 
result  of  three  Baton  Rouge 
congregations'  struggle  to  be  in 
ministry  to  a  changing  community. 
On  Easter  Sunday  of  this  year  the 
members  of  Istrouma  United 
Methodist  Church  joined  with 
members  of  the  North  Baton  Rouge 
and  Winboume  churches  to  form 
the  Evangeline  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  former  Istrouma 
members  were  hesitant  to  leave 
the  buildings  they  had  erected, 
maintained,  gathered  and 
worshipped  in  for  many  years.  One 
factor  that  made  the  difference  was 
that  the  facilities  would  continue  to 
be  used  by  United  Methodists  in 
continued  commitment  to  the 
surrounding  neighborhood. 

Director  of  the  Istrouma 
Metropolitan  Methodist  Mission 
Center  is  Rev.  Stephen  Fleming. 
Please  contact  him  at  3175  Scenic 
Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805, 
(504)  355-5684,  for  further 
information. 


Centenary  College  — 
One  of  the  'Best  Buys' 


Centenary  College  in  Shreveport 
has  been  listed  as  one  of  the 
nation’s  “best  buys"  in  college 
education,  in  the  fall  issue  of 
Money  Guide  magazine. 

Listed  among  the  top  100  private, 
and  200  private  and  public  colleges 
and  their  rankings  that  deliver  the 
best  education  for  your  money 
were: 

*  Florida  Southern  College, 

Lakeland  (12); 

*  Hendrix  College,  Conway,  Ark.  (22); 

*  Centenary  College  of  (Shreveport) 


Louisiana  (26); 

*  Duke  University,  Durham.  N.C. 
(29); 

*  Baker  University,  Baldwin  City, 

Kan.  (56); 

*  Emory  and  Henry  College, 
Emory,  Va.  (59); 

*  MacMurray  College, 

Jacksonville,  111.  (74); 

*  Birmingham-Southern  College, 
Birmingham,  Ala.  (78); 

*  Southwestern  University, 

Georgetown,  Texas  (89); 

*  Wesley  College,  Dover,  Del.  (90) 


Mayo  to  Serve 
as  Missionary 

Zachary  Mayo  of  Lake  Charles  has  been  commissioned  as  a  US-2,  a 
short-term  missionary  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  He  is  serving  as  a 
volunteer  with  the  church’s  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  the 
United  States. 

Mayo  has  been  both  president  and  vice-president  of  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship.  A  1989  graduate  of  Centenary  College  with  a  degree  in 
physical  education,  he  is  working  at  the  Appalachia  Service  Project  in 
Johnson  City,  Tennessee. 

The  US-2  program  places  graduates  between  the  ages  of  20-30  in 
projects  related  to  the  National  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  mission 
agency.  The  mission  workers  are  provided  with  room,  board,  and  a  small 
monthly  salary.  They  work  in  a  variety  of  settings  —  rural  and  urban, 
community  centers,  children’s  homes  and  schools. 

The  14  US-2s  received  their  training  at  the  board’s  new  Mission 
Resource  Center  in  Atlanta.  Another  group  of  18  young  adults  trained 
there  as  mission  interns  who  have  an  18-month  assignment  abroad  and  a 
similar  length  of  time  in  a  US  mission  situation. 

The  service  of  commissioning  and  recognition  for  the  US-2s  took  place 
recently  at  the  Everett  Chapel  of  Gammon  Theological  Seminary.  The 
president  of  the  board,  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  and 
general  secretary.  Dr.  Randolph  Nugent,  New  York  City,  officiated  at  the 
act  of  commissioning.  Dr.  Alfred  Norris,  president  of  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary  and  member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  and 
members  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  took  part  in  the 
service. 


Zachary  Mayo 
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Editorial  .  . . 

What  do  we  celebrate? 


Here  I  Stand= 


Columbus  Day — observed  earlier 
this  week  as  a  federal  holiday — may 
have  become  more  notable  for  its 
controversy  than  its  commemoration. 

The  appropriateness  of  a  big  na¬ 
tional  celebration  in  1992  to  mark 
the  500th  anniversary  of  Columbus’ 
"discovery  of  America”  is  being 
questioned  on  a  variety  of  grounds, 
including  its  religious  implications. 

A  key  question  that  we,  as  Chris¬ 
tians,  should  pose  amid  such  a  dispute 
is:  Do  we  Americans  really  know  what 
we’re  proposing  to  celebrate? 

It  is  not  widely  recognized  that 
Columbus’  mission  was,  at  heart, 
religious  in  character.  His  journals 
describe  Columbus’  understanding 
of  that  mission:  “God  made  me  a 
messenger  of  the  new  heaven  and 
the  new  earth  which  He  spoke  of  in 
the  Apocalypse  of  St.  John. . . .” 

Despite  Columbus’  sense  of 
Christian  calling,  his  accidental 
landing  on  a  Caribbean  island  also 
opened  the  native  peoples  of  “the 
New  World”  to  subjugation — polit¬ 
ical,  cultural,  economic  and  reli¬ 
gious — by  Europeans. 

That  has  led  some  to  suggest  that 
the  only  appropriate  way  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  anniversary  of  Co¬ 
lumbus’  arrival  is  with  acts  of 
atonement  for  the  “five  centuries  of 
racism”  that  have  followed. 

We  view  that  reaction  as  extreme. 
Columbus  was  neither  the  first  nor 
the  last  to  hold  the  mistaken  notion 
that  it  is  within  God’s  plan  for  one 
person  to  enslave  others. 

As  we  rontemnlete  observing  the 


500th  anniversary  of  Columbus'  ex¬ 
plorations,  we  need  to  acknowledge 
the  sins  of  our  ancestors  as  well  as 
their  courage  and  noble  exploits. 

We  need  to  appreciate  our  full 
legacy — both  from  “the  old  world” 
and  “the  new  world” — that  Colum¬ 
bus’  voyage  brought  together. 

That  legacy  includes,  of  course, 
the  remarkable  political,  economic, 
technological  progress  that  has 
emerged  and  the  enormous  influ¬ 
ence  our  society  has  had,  in  turn,  on 
the  rest  of  the  world.  And  we  can 
rightly  celebrate  what  Christianity’s 
arrival  in  the  Americas  meant,  both 
to  those  who  brought  it  and  to  those 
on  this  continent  who  have  received 
its  saving  message. 

But  we  need  also  to  assess  how 
the  descendants  of  those  peoples 
who  already  were  here  have  fared — 
both  in  the  larger  society  and  in  the 
church — during  the  centuries  since 
Columbus’  arrival. 

We  can't  undo  our  history.  Nor 
should  we  try  to  disown  it  or  rewrite 
it.  But  we  should  leam  from  it.  And 
those  learnings  should  instruct  us  as 
we  commit  ourselves  to  work  to¬ 
ward  a  better  future. 

As  we  look  to  whatever  Columbus 
Day  celebrations  are  planned  for  1992 
and  beyond,  consider  how  differently 
we  might  view  the  last  500  years  if  Co¬ 
lumbus  and  other  European  explorers 
had  followed  Christ’s  commandment: 
“However  you  want  people  to  treat 
you,  so  treat  them”  (Matthew  7:12, 
New  American  Standard  Bible). 


We  need  hypocrisy 
to  live  as  Christians 


This  Salvador  Dali  painting  of  Christopher  Columbus'  landing  in 
America  points  out  the  explorer's  religious  motivation  through  its 
multiple  images  of  crosses.  The  painting,  however,  doesn't  give  the 
complete  picture  of  what  Columbus'  landing  meant,  especially  to 
the  natives  he  encountered. 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


Family's  escape  was  random,  not  providence 


I  take  exception  to  the  lead  story 
in  the  Sept.  14  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

The  Friedls  claim  that  “God  sent 
angels  to  carry  them  through”  and 
spared  them  is  deeply  offensive  to 
those  persons  of  faith  who  were  not 
spared  the  tornado’s  devastation. 

It  is  sheer  arrogance  to  claim  that 
the  Friedls  were  spared  by  God’s 
providence.  The  bold  type  headline, 
“God  sent  angels  to  carry  them 
through”  is  a  terrible  discounting  of 
other  people  of  faith.  But  it  is  typi¬ 
cal  of  the  modem  heresy  which 
views  God  as  a  magician. 

Rabbi  Harold  Kushner,  in  his 
book  “When  Bad  Things  Happen  to 
Good  People,”  contends  that  there 
are  random  happenings  in  the  uni¬ 
verse.  The  tornado  was  a  random 
happening  with  no  rationale  or 
cause,  except  that  tornadoes  are 
part  of  the  way  the  universe  was 
created  by  God. 

If  God’s  hand  saved  the  lives  of 
the  Friedls,  it  was  also  God’s  hand 
that  caused  the  suffering  of  the  oth¬ 
ers  in  the  tornado’s  path.  We  live  in 
a  flawed  world,  and  part  of  that 
flaw  is  the  way  God  made  the 
world.  God  is  responsible  for  the 
devastation  caused  by  the  tornado; 
it  was  happenstance,  a  random  oc¬ 
currence  that  spared  the  Friedls — 
not  God’s  providence  nor  angels. 

T.  Edward  Giles 
Easley,  South  Carolina 


Faith  not  'enemy' 

The  Sept.  2 1  UMR  issue  included 
letters  responding  to  the  question 
“Can  we  live  without  an  enemy?” 
R.  Hylton  Sanders  of  Fallbrook, 
Calif,  responded  with  a  letter  listing 
his  four  enemies,  whom  he  called 
“great  threats  to  the  free  world.”  He 
listed  communism,  fascism,  Roman 
Catholicism  and  Islam. 

It  pains  me  very,  very  deeply  to 
see  religion  named  as  “enemies” 
and  “threats”  in  my  church  newspa¬ 


per.  I  realize  this  was  a  reader  re¬ 
sponse  and  not  editorial,  but  I 
disagree  with  this  published  opin¬ 
ion  completely.  It  is  not  biblical 
and  I  will  say  it  is  not  moral. 

I  lived  in  the  Middle  East  51/: 
years  and  know  many  Moslems  per¬ 
sonally  and  have  heard  public  Is¬ 
lamic  pronouncements.  The 
spiritual  life  engendered  by  Islam 
for  its  adherents  is  a  challenge  to 
me  to  maintain  my  own  in  a  rigidly 
secular  culture  here.  History  has 


proven  that  Christians  have  been  as 
or  more  eager  to  attack  Moslems 
than  the  other  way  around. 

Slander  against  Roman  Catholics 
as  “threats”  and  “enemies”  is  like¬ 
wise  unacceptable.  These  faiths  are 
not  machines  or  objects  but  com¬ 
munities  of  believers. 

If  enemies  must  be  listed,  then  let 
me  list  these  four:  intolerance,  igno¬ 
rance,  self-righteousness  and  hatred. 
Laura  Diviney 
Newton,  Massachusetts 


By  ROBERT  J.  CAMPBELL 

Of  all  the  excuses  for  not  going  to 
church,  the  flimsiest  is  the  one  that 
says,  “That  church  is  a  bunch  of 
hypocrites.” 

I  say,  if  the  church  were  not  a 
bunch  of  hypocrites,  I  would  want 
no  part  of  it! 

The  church’s  hypocrisy  is  a  neces¬ 
sary  condition  for  accepting  the 
challenge  to  follow  its  high  and  holy 
Lord  with  His  unattainable  moral 
and  ethical  demands. 

Robert  Browning,  in  “Andrea 
del  Sarto,”  described  the  artist’s 
need  for  an  impossible  ideal:  “Ah, 
but  a  man’s  reach  should  exceed  his 
grasp,  or  what’s  a  heaven  for?” 

Jesus’  challenge  to  live  out  His 
unconditional  love  in  every  realm 
of  life  is  a  reach  that  far  exceeds  my 
grasp. 

So  is  His  challenge  to  stand  un¬ 
equivocally  for  good  in  the  face  of 
evil  when  it  is  unpopular  and  not  to 
my  benefit.  But  I  would  want  no 
part  of  a  church  that  did  not  present 
to  me  these  challenges. 

Conversely,  I  am  unimpressed  by 
the  person  who  stays  away  from 
church  to  live  a  hypocrisy-free  life. 
How  low  one’s  values  must  be  to  al¬ 
ways  be  able  to  follow  them! 

True,  non-hypocrites  can  claim 
today’s  much-vaunted  virtue  of  sin¬ 
cerity.  Their  creed  and  life  are  one. 
But  what  does  that  matter  if  the 
creed  is  shallow,  easy  and  unchal¬ 
lenging? 

Sincerity  is  such  an  overrated  vir¬ 
tue.  Apathetic  people  can  be  sin¬ 
cerely  uncaring.  Evil  people  can 
sincerely  hurt  and  destroy  others. 
And  a  generation  that  wants  to  do 
little  more  than  “eat,  drink  and  be 
merry,  for  tomorrow  we  die,”  can 
go  sincerely  about  its  hedonistic 
ways. 

If  you  are  one  of  the  non-hypo¬ 
crites  staying  away  from  church,  I 
would  ask:  Just  what  is  your  creed 
that  you  do  so  well  at  living? 

As  for  me,  no  creed  will  be  good 
enough  until  it  is  unlivable. 

Unless  it  forces  me  to  strive  and 
fail,  unless  it  throws  me  onto  the 


My  Witness= 


I've  learned  to  rely  on  God  as  my  refuge 


By  J.  BRENDONLY  DOUGLAS 

During  my  morning  meditation, 
in  moments  of  centering,  I  focused 
on  a  squirrel  that  frequents  a  pecan 
tree  in  the  front  yard.  I’ve  often  ob¬ 
served  a  squirrel  that  goes  from  the 
pecan  tree  in  this  yard  to  the  neigh¬ 
bor  on  each  side  of  me.  They  also 
have  pecan  trees  in  their  yards. 

Occasionally,  I  notice  the  squirrel 
comes  from  the  tree  and  eats  the 
nuts  that  have  fallen  to  the  ground. 
It  is  very  careful  and  sensitive  to 
noises.  It  picks  at  a  nut  and  then 
looks  around  and  listens  for  sounds 
of  the  enemy  (the  dogs).  If  all  seems 


Welcome  to  our  new  readers 
in  Austin ,  Houston ;  Chicago 


This  issue  we  welcome  as  new 
UMR  readers  some  450  families 
of  Covenant  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Austin,  Texas,  1,400 
families  of  Spring  Woods  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Houston 
and  1,000  families  of  St.  Mark’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  Illinois. 

These  are  the  latest  to  join 
more  than  350  local  congrega¬ 
tions  nationwide  that  publish 
their  news  as  special  UMR  edi¬ 
tions. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Austin, 


Houston  and  Chicago,  we  say, 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you’ll  find 
your  UMR  edition  interesting 
and  informative. 

We  also  hope  you’ll  join  with 
other  readers  in  providing  feed¬ 
back  through  such  columns  as 
“Letters  to  the  Editor,”  “Here  I 
Stand,”  “My  Witness,”  and 
“What  do  you  think?” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers 
across  the  church,  we  say, 
“Thank  you  for  reading  your  edi¬ 
tion  of  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter.” 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through  which 
Reporter  renders  may  share  meaningful  ex¬ 
periences  of  the  Christian  life.  The  Rev.  /. 
Brendoniy  Douglas  is  pastor  of  Simpson 
United  Methodist  Church,  Austin,  Texas 
(Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference). 

well  it  will  continue  searching  for 
pecans.  The  squirrel  must  come 
down  on  the  lowest  level  possible 
for  the  enemy  to  attack  it. 

It  was  totally  unaware  that  I  often 
stand  with  several  rocks  in  my  hand 

What  others= 
are  saying 

“...Instead  of  accepting  the  ser¬ 
vant  role  of  messenger,  there  was  al¬ 
ways  the  possibility  that  the  church 
would  assume  a  proprietary  role, 
and  become  jealous  of  a  privileged 
status  it  was  never  meant  to  en¬ 
joy  . . .  This  is  exactly  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  North  American 
church  of  today.  Not  that  it  is  the 
first  time  that  servants  of  God  have 
inflated  their  status.  It  happened 
with  the  Israelites  more  than  once; 
it  has  happened  perennially  in  the 
church  across  the  centuries;  and 
whenever  it  does  happen,  whenever 
the  people  of  God  lose  sight  of  their 
universal  commission,  the  grace  of 
the  gospel  is  seriously  impeded.” 

— The  Rev.  David  Lowes  Watson, 
“God  Does  Not  Foreclose:  The  Uni¬ 
versal  Promise  of  Salvation.” 


to  detain  its  would-be  attackers  in 
order  that  it  may  get  back  up  the 
tree  to  safety. 

This  squirrel  does  not  have  the 
luxury,  nor  the  bondage  of  fear  that 
prevents  it  from  coming  out  of  the 
tree.  In  order  to  survive  it  must  risk 
its  life. 

Even  though  I  would  throw  a 
rock  at  the  dog(s),  the  enemy  would 
only  be  detained  and  would  certain¬ 
ly  return  seeking  to  devour  the 
squirrel. 

1  saw  much  of  myself  in  the  be¬ 
havior  of  this  squirrel.  I  learned 
from  its  cautiousness  when  in  ene¬ 
my  territory.  As  a  Christian  and  a 
pastor,  I  cannot  play  it  safe  and  lock 
myself  in  the  parsonage  or  pastor’s 
study.  These  are  places  where  I 
must  become  still  and  allow  God  to 
prepare  me  for  enemy  territory. 

There  are  times  when  God  will 
have  people  looking  out  for  me, 
praying  for  me,  even  speaking  out 
in  my  defense  and  I  may  know 


nothing  about  it.  Even  so,  my  de¬ 
fenders  will  not  destroy  the  enemy, 
just  delay  them  at  best. 

It  is  expedient  that  I  go  for  the 
good  that  I  may  do  and  at  least 
make  a  trail  for  other  pilgrims  to 
venture  into  the  unknown  and  be 
very  clear  that  we  must  never  forget 
God  is  our  refuge  in  times  of  trou¬ 
ble. 

Unlike  the  squirrel,  I  need  never 
come  to  the  lower  levels  of  life  even 
in  enemy  territory.  My  soul,  my 
mind,  my  goals  must  be  of  God  no 
matter  where  life  calls  or  God 
sends.  I  need  never  submit  to  the 
minds  of  evil  doers  lest  I  become 
one  of  them.  This  I  must  make 
plain  to  other  pilgrims. 

Today,  I  join  the  Psalmist  in  say¬ 
ing,  “Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  let 
everything  in  me  bless  God’s  holy 
name.  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul, 
and  don’t  forget  what  God  has  done 
and  is  doing.”  God  satisfies  my 
soul,  yea! 


" Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through  which 
Reporter  readers  may  | 
express  their  opinions 
and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church,  f 
The  Rev.  Robert  /. 

Campbell  is  pastor  of 
Christ  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Napo- _ 

teon,  Ohio  (West  Ohio  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for  con¬ 
sideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced  pages 
maximum  length)  to:  "Here  I  Stand,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75266-0275. 

mercy  and  power  of  God,  it  will  not 
be  good  enough. 

“Why  do  you  call  me  good?”  Je¬ 
sus  asked.  “There  is  none  good  but 
God  alone.” 

And  then,  to  all  of  us  who  cannot 
be  good,  he  added:  “You  must  be 
perfect,  even  as  your  Father  in 
heaven  is  perfect.” 

Jesus  wanted  the  church  to  have  a 
God  whose  reach  exceeds  our  grasp, 
but  who  keeps  us  reaching  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  God’s  perfection.  This  is 
the  God  I  need.  This  is  the  God  I 
want. 

I  hold  to  the  words  of  the  Honor¬ 
able  Jim  Cameron  of  the  New 
South  Wales  Parliament  House  in 
Sydney,  Australia: 

“I  accepted  the  One  who  alone 
had  dared  to  make  a  claim  so  seem¬ 
ingly  preposterous — so  defiantly 
out  of  harmony  with  the  mundane¬ 
ness  of  human  affairs— as  to  match 
the  scale  of  the  universe  itself  and, 
for  that  reason,  to  be  an  entertaina- 
ble  explanation  of  the  purpose  un¬ 
derlying  it.” 

That  is  the  God  I  accept,  because 
that  is  the  God  who  accepted  me. 
But  the  cost  of  that  acceptance  is 
not  only  that  I  am  labeled  hypo¬ 
crite,  but  that  of  necessity,  for  as 
long  as  I  live  and  stay  faithful  to 
who  I  am,  I  will  be  a  hypocrite. 

But  frankly,  I  would  have  it  no 
other  way. 

Nor  would  I  want  to  pastor  in  or 
preach  to  any  other  kind  of  congre¬ 
gation. 

I  believe  “that  bunch  of  hypo¬ 
crites”  is  still  God’s  best  hope  for 
the  world  today! 


Know  your  Bible? 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“His  master  said  to  him,  “Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant;  you 
have  been  faithful  over  a  little,  I 
will  set  you  over  much;  enter  into 
the  joy  of  your  master.’  ”  (RSV) 


Book 


(Last  week's  answer:  Psalms  27:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  15 

Monday:  Psalms  135:1-14 
Tuesday:  Psalms  135:1 5-2 1 
Wednesday:  Deuteronomy  34:1-12 
Thursday:  Matthew  22:1-14 
Friday:  Philippians  4:1-7 
Saturday:  Philippians  4:8-9 
Sunday:  Philippians  4:10-20 
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Mideast  situation  draws  Methodist  challenge 

World  Methodist  Council  officers  draft  identical  letters  to  leaders  of  U.S.,  U.N  and  Iraq 


UNIVERSITY  BILL  ADVANCES:  a 

bill  necessary  to  the  formation  of  the  new  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Africa  University  will  be 
sent  to  the  Zimbabwe  parliament  when  it  recon¬ 
venes  Oct.  30.  The  bill  is  part  of  a  legislative 
package  recently  approved  by  the  Zimbabwe 
Cabinet  Legislative  Committee.  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  chief  executive  Roger  Ireson  told  his 
board  Oct.  2,  “Africa  University  will  happen. 
We  are  projecting  it  will  open  March  1992.” 

NEW  RATING  RAPPED:  The  Mo¬ 
tion  Picture  Association  of  America’s  new  rat¬ 
ing  replacing  “X”  with  “NC-17”  recently  was 
denounced  by  Bishop  Edward  J.  O’Donnell, 
who  chairs  the  Catholic  Committee  on  Commu¬ 
nication;  Beverly  Chain,  who  chairs  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  Communications  Unit, 
and  the  Rev.  James  Wall,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  who  is  editor  of  “The  Christian  Centu¬ 
ry”  magazine  and  chairperson  of  the  NCC  Me¬ 
dia  Ethics  and  Advocacy  Committee.  They  fear 
that  young  people  will  see  sexually  exploitive 
films  because  of  lax  enforcement  of  the  ratings. 
They  called  for  church  members  and  others  to 
monitor  theater  admissions  activities. 

ETHNIC  PROJECTS  FUNDED: 

Thirty-eight  projects  received  $573,200  from 
the  United  Methodist  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  at  its  Sept.  21-24  meeting  in  Burlin¬ 
game,  Calif.  They  include  “JUMP/PREP,”  a 
San  Francisco  accelerated  learning  program, 
$18,000;  a  “community  outreach  worker”  for 
Seattle  Native  Americans,  $14,000;  “The  Per¬ 
sonal  History  Project  of  Friends  of  Hibakusha” 
in  San  Francisco,  a  living  history  of  atomic- 
bomb  survivors,  $8,000,  and  a  program  for  el¬ 
derly  Hispanics  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Corona,  Kew  Garden  Hill,  N.Y., 
$5,900. 

GOD'S  HAND  SEEN:  Angi  ican 
Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  says  the  hand  of 
God  was  revealed  when  Af¬ 
rican  National  Congress 
leader  Nelson  Mandela 
emerged  from  prison  with¬ 
out  bitterness.  “After  27 
years  of  incarceration, 

Mandela  could  have  come 
out  spewing  forth  anger  and 
bitterness,”  Archbishop 
Tutu  said  Sept.  28  at  Seton 
Hall  University  in  South  Orange,  N.J.  The  fact 
that  he  did  not,  the  prelate  said,  was  pivotal  in 
influencing  subsequent  actions  of  South  African 
President  F.  W.  de  Klerk. 

CATHEDRAL  COMPLETE:  “With 

God’s  help  and  the  help  of  thousands  of  friends, 
the  fabric  of  this  cathedral  is  completed,"  said 
Richard  T.  Feller,  construction  supervisor  at 
the  Washington  National  Cathedral,  at  the  Sept. 
30  completion  of  a  $65  million  project  that  be¬ 
gan  in  1907  with  a  stone-laying  by  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt.  President  George  Bush,  an 
Episcopalian,  was  at  the  ceremony  at  the  Epis¬ 
copal  Cathedral  of  Saints  Peter  and  Paul.  He 
described  the  building  as  “a  symbol  of  our  na¬ 
tion’s  spiritual  life,  overlooking  the  center  of 
our  nation’s  secular  life.” 

CRUSADE  SETS  RECORDS:  Atten¬ 
dance  records  were  set  at  Nassau  Coliseum  dur¬ 
ing  Billy  Graham’s  Long  Island  Crusade  Sept. 
19-23,  with  involvement  of  black  and  Roman 
Catholic  churches.  Crowds  averaging  19,740 
per  night  overflowed  the  18,000-seat  coliseum 
into  a  4,000-seat  exhibition  hall.  Several  hun¬ 
dred  people  outdoors  watched  on  a  mobile 
screen.  An  average  of  1,740  people  came  for¬ 
ward  each  evening  to  make  a  commitment  to 
Christ.  Crusade  officials  said  it  was  the  third 
highest  response  figure  for  a  domestic  crusade, 
behind  Reno,  Nev.,  and  Hartford,  Conn. 


Desmond  Tutu 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

The  three  top  officers  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council  sent 
virtually  identical  letters  Oct.  1 
to  President  George  Bush,  Iraq 
President  Saddam  Hussein  and 
United  Nations  Secretary  Gener¬ 
al  Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar. 

The  one  to  President  Hussein 


Javier  Perez  de  Cuellar 
. .  .United  Nations  leader 


contained  two  emphases  missing 
from  the  other  two  letters. 

Referring  to  the  Persian  Gulf 
crisis,  each  letter  said,  “What  is 
frequently  presented  as  a  great 
moral  crusade  is  primarily  a  dis¬ 
pute  about  the  maintenance  of 
supplies  of  cheap  oil.” 

Each  letter  also: 

■  Identified  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  as  the  body  through  which 
all  actions  aimed  at  resolving  the 
crisis  should  be  directed  “rather 
than  unilaterally  by  any  member 
state  or  states.” 

■  Described  "an  urgent  need 
for  an  international  conference 
under  the  aegis  of  the  United  Na¬ 


tions  to  seek  a  settlement  of  all 
the  issues  which  undermine  the 
stability  of  the  Middle  East.” 

■  Declared  that  the  danger  of 
war  is  “hugely  increased  by  the 
unprincipled  way  in  which  west¬ 
ern  nations  have  poured  arms 
into  Iraq  and  the  other  nations  of 
the  area.”  The  World  Methodist 
leaders  insisted  that  the  trade  in 
arms  “must  be  brought  under  in¬ 
ternational  control.” 

■  Contended  that  the  media 
“are  often  guilty  of  fomenting 
war  hysteria  in  articles  that  speak 
of  war  as  inevitable  . . .”  The 
leaders  said  these  “false  attitudes 
must  be  challenged  in  the  name 


of  truth  and  Christian  responsi¬ 
bility.” 

The  identical  letters  to  Mr. 
Bush  and  Dr.  Perez  contained 
five  numbered  points. 

The  one  to  President  Hussein 
had  six.  As  if  to  call  his  special 
attention  to  the  point,  what  ap¬ 
peared  as  the  final  sentence  of 
Point  No.  1  in  the  other  letters 
stood  alone  as  Point  No.  2  in  his 
letter.  It  reads: 

"Patience  and  diplomacy  must 
be  exercised  to  the  fullest  extent 
to  defeat  the  evil  which  Iraq  has 
perpetrated  on  Kuwait.” 

The  letter  to  President  Hussein 
also  contained  a  closing  para¬ 


graph  missing  from  the  other  let- 
•  ters.  It  reads: 

"God  holds  us  answerable  for 
our  actions.” 

All  three  letters  were  signed  by 
Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu,  World 
Methodist  Council  chairman; 
Dr.  Donald  English,  vice  chair¬ 
man,  and  the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  gen¬ 
eral  secretary.  They  were  not 
identified  by  nationality.  Bishop 
Imathiu  is  from  Kenya,  Dr.  En¬ 
glish  from  Great  Britain,  and  Dr. 
Hale  from  the  U.S. 

The  letters  were  sent  following 
a  meeting  of  the  World  Method¬ 
ist  Council  officers  Sept.  24-29  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 


Council  urges  attention  to  Liberia,  Mexico 


Two  other  letters  emanated 
from  the  recent  meeting  of  World 
Methodist  Council  officers. 

The  council’s  three  leaders — 
Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu,  Dr.  Don¬ 
ald  English  and  Dr.  Joe  Hale — 
signed  a  letter  to  the  United  Na¬ 
tions’  General  Secretary  Javier 
Perez  de  Cuellar  urging  “serious 
and  prompt  attention”  by  that 
body  to  “the  plight  of  the  suffer¬ 
ing  people  of  Liberia  and  the  ref¬ 
ugees  created  by  this  [civil  war] 
conflict." 

Bishop  Imathiu  and  Dr.  En¬ 


glish  signed  a  letter  to  Cardinal 
Casaroli,  secretary  of  state  of  The 
Vatican.  This  asked  the  cardinal 
to  see  Dr.  Hale  personally  “re¬ 
garding  Roman  Catholic/Meth¬ 
odist  relationships  in  Mexico.” 

The  letter  indicated  that  Dr. 
Hale  was  scheduled  to  be  in 
Rome  Oct.  1 1-15  to  deliver  a  let¬ 
ter  from  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  officers. 

Leaders  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico  had  asked  the 
World  Methodist  Council  to  inter¬ 
vene  with  the  Vatican  following 


months  of  reported  persecution  of 
Methodists  and  other  Protestants 
in  Mexico  (see  UMR,  Sept.  14). 

Dr.  English  reported  to  the 
council’s  other  officers  on  the  re¬ 
cent  visit  by  World  Methodist 
Council  leaders  with  South  Afri¬ 
can  State  President  F.W.  de 
Klerk  (see  UMR,  Sept.  7  and  14). 

The  British  Methodist  leader 
said,  in  part,  “The  crucial  role  of 
President  de  Klerk  and  Nelson 
Mandela  seems  to  become  more 
and  more  clear  as  the  weeks  go 
by.  On  each  side  they  are  capable 


of  carrying  a  great  deal  of  sup¬ 
port  and  of  winning  respect  from 
the  other  side.  The  continuance 
of  those  two  as  key  players  seems 
to  be  crucial  to  the  whole  pro¬ 
cess.  Should  anything  happen  to 
either  of  them,  I  don’t  know 
where  it  would  go.” 

The  World  Methodist  Council 
represents  churches  from  93 
countries  and  claims  a  constitu¬ 
ency  of  54  million.  Its  next  world 
gathering  will  be  in  July  1991  in 
Singapore. 

— IOHNA .  LOVELACE 


Ministry  change  would  affect  Holy  Communion 


Administering  the  sacrament  of  Holy  Communion  would  be  re¬ 
stricted  to  ordained  elders  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  if  a 
proposal  by  the  ministry  study  committee  is  adopted  by  the 
1992  General  Conference. 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

PHILADELPHIA— Only  or- 
dained  elders  could  administer 
Holy  Communion  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  if  a  special  com¬ 
mittee’s  proposals  are  adopted. 

That’s  just  one  change  in  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  practices  being  rec¬ 
ommended  by  the  special  Com¬ 
mittee  to  Study  the  Ministry. 

The  35-member  panel  fine- 
tuned  its  proposals  Sept.  27-29  in 
Philadelphia. 

Changes  would  relate  to  both  the 
church’s  ordained  clergy  and  to 
some  of  its  professional  non-clergy 
workers  (related  stories  below). 

Others  couldn't  serve 

The  communion  change  would 
mean  that  other  people  who  now 
have  special  dispensation  to  ad¬ 
minister  the  sacrament — or¬ 
dained  deacons  en  route  to 
becoming  elders  and  serving  a 
specific  pastorate  and  all  others 
licensed  as  lay  pastors — would 
no  longer  be  allowed  to  do  that. 

Rather,  they  and  their  congre¬ 
gations  would  be  required  to 


schedule  Holy  Communion  when 
an  elder  could  be  present. 

The  purpose  of  the  proposal,  ac¬ 
cording  to  committee  members,  is 
to  define  the  role  of  the  ordained 
elder  more  clearly,  not  limit  or¬ 
dained  deacons  or  licensed  pas¬ 
tors.  Part  of  that  role  is  to  be  set 
apart  to  administer  sacraments. 

To  clarify  the  elder’s  role  fur¬ 
ther,  the  committee  suggests  that  a 
person  be  ordained  only  once.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  now  or¬ 
dains  clergy  members  twice — first 
as  a  deacon,  later  as  an  elder. 

A  person  seeking  to  become  an 
elder  would  serve  two  years  on 
probation  before  ordination  and 
would  be  required  to  show  intent 
to  serve  the  people  of  God  and 
the  world. 

Newly  ordained  elders  would 
serve  an  additional  four-year  pe¬ 
riod  under  supervision  for  evalu¬ 
ation  before  being  eligible  for 
election  to  full  membership  in  an 
annual  conference.  Annual  con¬ 
ferences — there  are  72  in  the 
United  States  and  41  overseas — 
are  the  church’s  basic  regional 
governing  body.  They  are  made 
up  of  ordained  and  Iaypeople 


who  oversee  a  particular  region’s 
congregations  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  a  bishop. 

Lay  deacons  proposed 

Under  the  special  committee’s 
proposals,  the  present  standing  of 
ordained  deacon  would  be  elimi¬ 
nated  after  those  currently  in  that 
status  were  ordained  elders. 

The  term  “deacon”  would  be 
used  for  a  new  position  to  be 
known  as  a  consecrated  lay  dea¬ 
con.  This  title  would  be  con¬ 
ferred  on  people  called  by  God 
who  complete  educational  re¬ 
quirements  for  specific  minis¬ 
tries  other  than  as  pastors. 

The  study  committee  agreed 
on  definitions  for  basic  terms 
used  throughout  its  process: 

■  A  layperson  is  someone  who 
isn’t  ordained. 

■  An  ordained  person  is  some¬ 
one  who  has  had  a  bishop’s  hand 
placed  on  his  or  her  head  to  impart 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  for 
pastoral  work:  Word  (preaching 
and  writing),  order  (organizing  and 
leading  a  congregation)  and  sacra¬ 
ment  (celebrating  the  service  of 
Holy  Communion  and  baptizing). 


■  A  consecrated  lay  deacon 
would  be  a  non-clergy  person 
called  by  God  and  specially  per¬ 
mitted  by  the  bishop  to  be  a  pro¬ 
fessional  worker  in  the  church. 
There  would  be  no  other  “dea¬ 
con”  in  the  church. 

The  Committee  to  Study  the 
Ministry  was  set  up  by  the  1984 


session  of  the  denomination’s 
top  policy-making  body,  the 
General  Conference.  It  reported 
its  task  incomplete  to  the  1988 
General  Conference  and  was  giv¬ 
en  four  more  years  to  work.  The 
1992  General  Conference  is  to 
act  on  the  panel’s  proposals  for 
doing  ministry  differently. 


'Equal  dignity'  asked  for  two  paths  to  elder's  orders 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

PHILADELPHIA— “Equal  dig¬ 
nity”  should  be  given  to  two  routes 
for  becoming  an  ordained  elder  in 
the  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
said  a  study  panel  recently. 

Members  of  the  churchwide 
ministry  study  committee,  meet¬ 
ing  Sept.  27-29  in  Philadelphia, 
said  that  the  "dignity”  accorded 
those  two  routes  to  ordination 
currently  is  problematic. 


One  route  is  through  three 
years  of  seminary  study. 

The  other  is  called  the  "course 
of  study.”  It  involves  five  years 
of  closely  supervised  home  study 
through  an  accredited  school 
with  a  couple  of  weeks  a  year  of 
on-campus  study  at  the  school, 
usually  a  seminary.  The  expecta¬ 
tion  is  that  the  student  is  serving 
a  local  charge  (one  or  more  con¬ 
gregations)  while  studying. 

Committee  members  said 


stressing  the  “equal  dignity”  of 
both  routes  to  ordination  would 
encourage  some  to  seek  ordina¬ 
tion  who  may  have  chosen  not 
to.  Their  reason  was  often  a  per¬ 
ception  of  “second-class  citizen¬ 
ship”  accorded  those  who  didn’t 
attend  seminary. 

Ruth  Daugherty  of  West  Ches¬ 
ter,  Pa„  committee  chairwoman, 
said  panel  members  think  that, 
because  of  proposals  to  tighten 
the  definition  of  what  an  or¬ 


dained  elder  does  (see  related  ar¬ 
ticle),  it  is  important  to  find  ways 
to  help  smaller  churches  have  el¬ 
ders  appointed  to  serve  them. 

The  Rev.  Lovett  H.  Weems  Jr., 
president  of  United  Methodist- 
related  St.  Paul  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
proposed  that  those  in  the  course 
of  study  route  to  ordination  be  at 
least  age  35  before  ordination. 

Dr.  Weems  said  he  believed 
that  younger  people  most  often 


would  simply  follow  the  direct 
route  into  ministry  after  high 
school  through  college  and  semi¬ 
nary. 

Older  people  answering  God’s 
call  into  ordained  ministry  might 
prefer  to  limit  uprooting  their 
families  by  serving  churches 
while  taking  the  course  of  study, 
he  said. 

His  proposal  was  approved  af¬ 
ter  some  intense  discussion. 

—DON  DONATO 
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need  a  Craftsman? 
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'Ministry  of  service"  given  sharper  definition 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

PHILADELPHIA — A  proposed 
new  order  of  lay  ministry  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  was  more 
clearly  defined  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
a  special  ministry  study  committee. 

In  that  process,  the  committee  re¬ 
affirmed  its  previous  commitment 
to  recommend  to  the  church’s  1992 
legislative  General  Conference  that: 

•C  The  order  of  ordained  deacon 
be  discontinued  after  the  current 
class  becomes  elders. 

/  A  new  order  of  consecrated  lay 
deacons  be  established. 

The  concept  of  a  new  order  of  lay- 
people  set  apart  for  special  service  in 
or  through  the  church  is  based  upon 
the  committee’s  understanding  of 
the  Greek  word  “diakonia”  as 
meaning  “service”  to,  through  and 
on  behalf  of  the  church. 

From  that  comes  the  term  “diac- 
onate”  to  indicate  an  office  through 
which  a  lay  (non-ordained)  person 
performs  specific  kinds  of  mission 
and  ministry. 


Modeling  Christ's  ministry  of  service,  often  symbolized  by  foot- 
washing  ceremonies  such  as  this,  would  be  the  primary  calling  for 
consecrated  lay  deacons  in  a  ministry  study  committee  proposal. 


As  conceived,  lay  deacons  would 
be  a  permanent  order  of  the  church 
of  equal  dignity  with  the  order  of  el¬ 
ders  (the  only  ordained  order  under 
the  new  proposal).  Lay  deacons 
would  function  “in  a  complemen¬ 
tary,  collegial  and  interdependent 
relationship"  with  elders. 

Before  being  consecrated  a  lay 
deacon,  one  would  need: 

■  To  experience  the  call  of  God. 

■  To  have  that  call  validated  by 


the  church. 

■  Complete  a  prescribed  study 
curriculum  intertwined  with  study 
in  the  particular  area  of  service. 

■  Serve  a  minimum  of  two  years 
of  probation  under  close  supervi¬ 
sion  of  a  board  of  deacons,  a  bishop 
and  district  superintendents,  a 
counseling  deacon  and  perhaps 
even  the  employing  agency. 

■  Be  consecrated  by  a  bishop. 

■  Be  elected  a  member  of  an  an¬ 


nual  conference. 

The  commission  said  the  primary 
duty  of  a  consecrated  lay  deacon 
would  be  to  equip  the  people  of 
God  for  servant  ministry  after  the 
model  of  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  history  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  Iaypeople  per¬ 
formed  certain  roles  that  the  study 
committee  says  need  to  be  recap¬ 
tured  through  the  ministry  of  the 
consecrated  lay  deacon. 

Some  of  those  forms  of  ministry 
are: 

■  Assisting  in  worship. 

■  Teaching  the  Bible. 

■  Visiting  church  members  and 
those  who  are  neighbors  of  the 
church. 

■  Demonstrating  service  in  the 
world. 

■  Helping  people  become  em¬ 
powered  to  lead  in  the  church  and 
in  the  world. 

■  Witnessing  to  people  and  invit¬ 
ing  them  to  awareness  of  the  grace 
of  God  and  to  become  disciples  and 
receive  baptism. 

■  Calling  the  people  of  God  to 


follow  those  examples  and  also  do 
all  of  those  things  within  the  church 
and  in  the  world. 

Under  the  proposals,  consecrated 
lay  deacons  could  serve  as  staff 
members  of  a  church,  in  religious 
work  outside  the  church  or  in  work 
that  doesn’t  deal  particularly  with 
religious  matters  directly  but 
through  which  the  deacon  would 
witness  to  and  call  others  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Consecrated  lay  deacons  would 
be  lay  members  of  an  annual  con¬ 
ference.  The  commission  specifical¬ 
ly  voted  that  lay  deacons  would  not 
replace  any  lay  representatives  from 
a  congregation  to  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence.  ^ 

A  lay  deacon  could  hold  a  confer¬ 
ence  office  as  a  layperson  and  could 
be  elected  as  a  lay  delegate  to  a  ju¬ 
risdictional  or  General  Conference. 

Although  not  being  required  to 
itinerate — move  from  ministry 
point  to  ministry  point  as  ordained 
elders  agree  to  do — lay  deacons 
would  need  a  bishop’s  approval  of 
the  work  they  do. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

MISSION  EXEC  RESIGNS:  The 

Rev.  Brian  Adams  Fetterman  has  resigned  as 
the  chief  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  mission 
board’s  National  Division. 

He  announced  his  decision 
on  Oct.  3,  during  an  execu¬ 
tive  staff  meeting  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York.  A 
United  Methodist  pastor 
from  Tyrone,  Pa.,  Dr.  Fet-  Brian  Fetterman 
terman  was  selected  to  head  the  financially 
strapped  national  missions  program  in  Oct. 
1988,  succeeding  the  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux. 

NEW  OFFICERS  ELECTED:  The 

General  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  elected  new  offi¬ 
cers  during  its  fall  meeting 
Sept.  27-30.  Joetta  Rinehart 
of  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C., 
was  elected  president  of  the 
commission,  succeeding  the 
Rev.  Linda  Thomas,  who 
resigned  last  month  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  5).  Ms.  Rine¬ 
hart  is  director  of  food  ser¬ 
vice  for  Lake  Junaluska  United  Methodist 
Assembly  and  is  a  member  of  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction’s  Administrative  Council.  Also 
elected  were  Winonah  McGee  of  Monroe,  Iowa, 
vice-president,  and  Margie  Titus  of  Midland, 
Texas,  secretary. 


loetta  Rinehart 


EARLY  RETIREMENT:  The  Rev.  Nan¬ 
cy  Grissom  Self  will  retire  from  the  three-mem¬ 
ber  general  secretariat  of 
the  General  Commission  on 
the  Status  and  Role  of  Wom¬ 
en  effective  June  30,  1991.  A 
member  of  the  commission 
since  its  inception  in  1972, 

Ms.  Self  will  be  62  in  May. 

In  announcing  her  retire¬ 
ment  to  the  commission  dur- 
ing  its  fall  meeting  last  Nancy  Grissom  Self 
month,  she  admitted  to  “mixed  emotions”  about 
her  decision.  "Half  my  adult  life  has  been  in  this 
commission,”  she  said.  “1  have  profound  grati¬ 
tude  for  what  I  have  learned.” 

PROTECTING  RIGHTS:  Church¬ 
wide  United  Methodist  agencies  have  been 
challenged  to  adopt  personnel  policies  to  pro¬ 
tect  rights  of  persons  with  AIDS  and  who  test 
HIV-positive.  The  Interagency  Task  Force  on 
AIDS  Ministries  said  guidelines  Will  be  sent  to 
denominational  units.  In  another  action,  the 
task  force  is  proposing  changes  in  United  Meth¬ 
odist  law  they  say  will  prevent  discrimination 
against  persons  suffering  from  AIDS. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Chicago  Temple  unlike  any  'old  First  Church' 

United  Methodist  congregation  sustains  unusual  metropolitan  ministry  in  Windy  City 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Attoclite  Editor 

CHICAGO— The  Rev.  Carol 
Cory  wore  a  layer  of  sawdust  on 
her  jeans  and  jacket. 

Sneakers  caked  with  mud,  she 
steadied  a  piece  of  lumber  while 
attorney  Michael  Leech  buzzed 
through  it  with  a  circular  saw. 

Nearby,  clothing  merchandiser 
Teresa  Stevens  hammered  planks 
onto  a  wall  of  a  four-unit  housing 
project. 

“There’s  a  lot  of  satisfaction  in 
this  project,”  said  Ms.  Stevens, 
who  chairs  a  housing  committee 
for  Chicago’s  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  “You’re  using  your 
hands  and  creating  something. 
The  best  part  is  seeing  people 
from  all  walks  come  together  to 
build  a  house.” 

Building  a  house  may  seem  an 
odd  Saturday  pastime  for  three 
urban  professionals. 

It’s  just  a  regular  outing,  how¬ 
ever,  for  them  and  about  30  oth¬ 
ers  from  one  of  the  most  unusual 
urban  congregations  in  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Not  like  any  other  church 

The  Rev.  Eugene  H.  Winkler, 
senior  pastor,  said  he  had  to 
"throw  out  all  my  preconcep¬ 
tions  of  ministry”  when  he  came 
to  First  UMC — known  as  Chica¬ 
go  Temple — in  1989  after  16 
years  in  suburban  congregations 
west  of  Chicago. 

“It’s  not  like  any  other  'old  First 
Church,’  ”  Dr.  Winkler  said. 

Chicago  Temple  draws  its  1,000 
members  from  65  suburbs  and 
from  as  far  away  as  Lake  Geneva, 
Wis.,  80  miles  north,  and  Valparai¬ 
so,  Ind„  about  50  miles  south. 

The  senior  pastor  said  his  con¬ 
gregation  is  “one  of  the  few  truly 
integrated  churches”  in  the 
Windy  City,  with  black,  Hispan¬ 
ic,  Filipino,  Asian  and  white 
families  among  its  members. 

An  additional  3,000  people 
each  week  participate  in  metro¬ 
politan  ministries  of  the  159- 
year-old  Temple. 

Reaches  Loop  workers 

Hundreds  of  downtown  workers 
find  refuge  from  the  city’s  raucous 
streets  in  the  serenity  of  Chicago 


Temple’s  1,200-seat  sanctuary. 

An  early-moming  Wednesday 
communion  service  routinely 
draws  80  people.  Wednesday 
noontime  worship  gathers  1 50.  A 
Monday  “brown  bag"  Bible  study 
involves  20  to  30  participants. 

Music  and  drama  play  an  im¬ 
portant  part  in  Chicago  Temple’s 
ministry.  In  addition  to  its  music 
program,  with  choirs  for  every 
age  and  frequent  vocal  and  organ 
recitals,  its  Fall  Fine  Arts  series 
is  a  highlight  of  Chicago’s  cultur¬ 
al  calendar. 

This  fall’s  lineup  includes  No¬ 
bel  Prize-winning  author  Saul 
Bellow,  speaking  on  ’  Religion 
and  the  Modem  Quest.” 

Despite  its  varied  offerings, 
Chicago  Temple’s  biggest  prob¬ 
lem  is  “getting  people  to  realize 
we’re  here,”  said  Dr.  Winkler. 
“People  come  in  and  tell  us,  i 
didn’t  know  this  was  a  church.’  ” 

That’s  because  Chicago  Tem¬ 
ple’s  building  is  a  26-story  sky¬ 
scraper,  topped  by  a  lighted  cross 
568  feet  above  the  ground.  It  was 
the  city’s  highest  building  from 
1924  to  1955.  The  top-story  Sky 
Chapel,  a  family  memorial  to 
drugstore  magnate  Charles  R. 
Walgreen,  adds  to  the  Temple's 
Guinness  Records  title  as  “Tall¬ 
est  Church  in  the  World." 

Building  income  given  out 

“Lots  of  people  think  we’re  a 
wealthy  church  because  of  income 
from  the  building’s  tenants,”  said 
Dr.  Winkler.  "What  most  don’t  re¬ 
alize  is  that,  except  for  a  token 
amount,  the  rental  income  is  ad¬ 
ministered  by  a  separate,  non¬ 
profit  corporation,  on  which  the 
senior  pastor  serves,  that  distrib¬ 
utes  it  to  urban  ministries." 

On  a  recent  Monday,  the  cor¬ 
poration — set  up  in  1924  as  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  Aid  So¬ 
ciety  of  Chicago — gave  $15,000 
each  to  two  predominantly  black 
congregations  on  Chicago’s  South 
Side;  $5,000  to  the  Interfaith 
Council  for  the  Homeless;  and 
$5,000  to  a  cooperative  parish  of 
three  Hispanic  congregations  in 
southwestern  Chicago. 

In  "muscle  ministries”  that 
augment  these  gifts  to  urban  min¬ 
istries — besides  the  Habitat  for 
Humanity  housing  project  al- 


CHICAGO  — Attorney  Mi¬ 
chael  Leech  (above  center),  a 
member  of  Chicago  Temple, 
cuts  lumber  with  the  help  of 
fellow  attorney  Thayne  Gray 
and  the  Rev.  Carol  Cory,  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor.  A  wood  carving 
of  Christ  looking  out  over 
downtown  Chicago  (right) 
adorns  the  altar  of  the  Sky 
Chapel,  a  memorial  to  drug¬ 
store  magnate  Charles  R. 
Walgreen,  which  tops  the  26- 
story  skyscraper  home  of  Chi¬ 
cago  Temple. 

REPORTER  PHOTOS  BV  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

ready  mentioned — Chicago  Tem¬ 
ple  members: 

✓  Work  at  four  homeless  shel¬ 
ters  around  the  city. 

/  Feed  and  clothe  hungry  and 
homeless  people  via  a  “mission 
pantry." 

/  Lead  advocacy  programs  for 
social  reforms  on  housing  and 
schools  and  sponsor  monthly  civ¬ 
ic  forums. 

✓  Staff  a  telephone  crisis  hot 
line  known  as  "Contact  Chicago." 


Its  members’  willingness  to 
help  will  continue  to  allow  Chi¬ 
cago  Temple  to  adapt  to  complex 
urban  needs,  said  Dr.  Winkler. 

“Within  a  five-mile  radius  of 
the  Temple,  we  have  841,000 
people  of  every  description,  ev¬ 
ery  neighborhood,"  Dr.  Winkler 
explained.  “With  the  completion 
of  the  North  Loop  Redevelop¬ 
ment  Project,  people  will  be  liv¬ 
ing  downtown  again. 

“The  ministry  opportunities 
for  this  church  in  the  21st  centu¬ 
ry  will  be  phenomenal," 


Those  opportunities  will  be 
met  with  the  same  attitude  of 
loving  service  that  has  character¬ 
ized  Chicago  Temple  for  a  centu¬ 
ry  and  a  half,  he  added. 

“What  impresses  people  most 
is  how  open  the  congregation  is, 
how  receiving  of  people,”  Dr. 
Winkler  said. 

“Nobody  will  judge  what  you 
wear  or  where  you  live.  The  con¬ 
gregation  has  held  true  to  it  mis¬ 
sion  in  Jesus  Christ,  to  be 
non-judgmental  without  sacrific¬ 
ing  its  integrity.” 


New  task  force  focuses  on  bioethical  issues 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Consider  this: 

Your  aged  parent  is  a  patient  in  a 
United  Methodist-related  nursing 
home.  Your  parent’s  condition 
worsens  rapidly  and  you’re  begin¬ 
ning  to  wonder  if  you’ll  have  to  de- 
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cide  whether  to  withdraw 
life-prolonging  medical  treatment. 

Do  you  think  you  could  rely  on 
the  nursing  home’s  staff  to  help 
you,  as  a  United  Methodist,  make 
such  a  difficult  decision  within  the 
guidelines  of  your  Christian  faith? 

Helping  church-related  health¬ 
care  institutions  remain  faithful  to 
their  Wesleyan  heritage  when  dis¬ 
cerning  bioethical  issues  similar  to 
this  scenario  is  one  goal  of  a  new 
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Pray  for  us 

From  Brownsville,  Texas 
to  Teresopolis,  Brazil, 
the  plea  comes  to  us. 


Pray  for  us 

From  those  poor  in  goods 
and  strong  in  faith, 
the  testimony  comes: 

Your  prayers  make  a  difference. 

Pray  for  us 

From  dll  of  God's  people 
in  the  midst  of  mission, 
the  stories  are  shared. 

There's  only  one  resource  that  gives  you  the  names,  addresses,  birthdays 
and  programs  of  all  United  Methodist  persons  in  mission. 

There's  only  one  calendar  that  includes  maps  .  .  .  and  programs  .  . 
and  Scripture  .  .  .  and  devotional  writings  for  every  day  of  the  year. 
It's  called  the  1991  Prayer  Calendar. 

Its  purpose  is  to  help  create  a  prayer  link  of  100,000  prayers  each  day. 
But  it  can  also  help  you  interpret  mission  in  your  local  church. 

Join  the  prayers  that  keep  mission  alive. 

Invite  others  to  the  prayer  fellowship  by  sending  them  the  1991  Prayer 
Calendar  as  a  Christmas  gift. 


Order  your  gift  copies  of  the  Prayer  Calendar  (#1257)  @  $5.00  plus  postage 
and  handling  charges  from:  Service  Center,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
7820  Reading  Road/Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 


task  force  just  launched  by  the 
United  Methodist  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries. 

The  organization  is  an  unofficial 
professional  group  of  170  United 
Methodist-related  health  and  hu¬ 
man  service  ministries  such  as  nurs¬ 
ing  homes,  children’s  homes  and 
hospitals. 

How  to  make  informed  ethical 
decisions  about  “end-of-life  issues, 
the  beginning  of  life  and  reproduc¬ 
tive  technology”  are  some  of  the  is¬ 
sues  the  new  task  force  discussed  at 
its  first  meeting,  said  the  group’s  co¬ 
chairperson,  the  Rev.  Stanley  J. 
Mullin,  director  of  pastoral  care  at 
the  Methodist  Hospital  of  Indiana 
in  Indianapolis. 

A  recent  survey  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  health-care  institu¬ 
tions  conducted  in  July  by  John 
Hobin,  association  communica¬ 
tions  director,  revealed  that  fewer 
than  half  (41  percent)  of  those  re¬ 
sponding  had  ethics  committees. 

Those  surveyed  also  said  the 
quality  of  life  is  the  most  significant 
“ethical  dilemma”  they  confront  as 
institutions. 

Issues  related  to  the  end  of  life 
ranked  No.  2  on  a  list  of  five  top 
ethical  concerns;  organ  transplants, 
No.  5. 

The  task  force,  a  12-member  pan¬ 


el  of  ethicists,  clergy,  physicians 
and  other  health-care  workers,  was 
formed  in  November  1989  by  the 
board  of  the  association,  which 
oversees  United  Methodist-related 
geriatric,  child-care  and  hospital  or¬ 
ganizations. 

The  goals  of  the  task  force  are  to 
review  and  write  papers  on  issues 
such  as  living  wills,  definition  of 
death  and  in-vitro  fertilization. 

"We  are  trying  to  give  guidelines 
to  managers  and  clergy  who  are  in 
charge  of  decision  making  at  our  in¬ 
stitutions,”  Dr.  Mullin  explained. 

As  the  committee’s  work  pro¬ 
gresses,  Dr.  Mullin  said  he  hopes  its 
work  will  help  more  clearly  define 
positions  on  modem  science  and 
technology  already  outlined  in  the 
denomination’s  Book  of  Discipline 
and  Book  of  Resolutions. 

Representatives  from  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry’s  Division  of 
Chaplains,  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  the  Kennedy  Institute  of 
Bioethics  at  Georgetown  University 
here  and  the  Indiana  Methodist 
Hospital  are  serving  as  consultants 
to  the  task  force. 

The  task  force  plans  to  meet 
again  in  March  1991  in  conjunction 
with  the  association’s  51st  annual 
national  convention  in  Miami. 


Japan  church  donates  $10,000 


United  Methodist  News  Service- 

NEW  YORK— A  Japanese 
church  has  sent  a  gift  of  $10,000 — 
via  international  money  orders — to 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  gratitude  for  a 
grant  made  33  years  ago. 

The  Ogimachi  Church  in  Osaka 
received  a  $10,000  construction 
grant  in  1957  from  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church,  which  lat¬ 
er  merged  with  the  Methodist 
Church  in  1968  to  form  the  present 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  a  letter  to  the  board,  the  Rev. 
Shoichi  Tsujinaka  wrote  that  “at 
that  time,  we  were  extremely  in 


need  of  money  and  the  assistance 
meant  a  great  deal  to  all  of  us.” 

The  Ogimachi  Church,  now  cele¬ 
brating  its  80th  anniversary,  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  in  Japan,  in  which  former 
Methodist  and  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  churches  are  included, 

“We  hope  the  money  will  be  giv¬ 
en  to  a  project  of  the  church  in 
Southeast  Asia  or  South  Africa 
where  your  missionaries  have  been 
laboring  for  the  glory  of  God,”  Mr. 
Tsujinaka  added. 

According  to  Mr.  Tsujinaka,  the 
congregation  offers  a  prayer  of 
thanks  for  the  U.S.  church  every 
year  at  its  annual  meeting. 
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Ministry  with  black  single  adults 

New  handbook  outlines  special  approaches  churches  should  try 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Challenges  facing 
adults  who  are  black,  single  and 
Christian,  and  outreach  local 
churches  can  and  should  provide  to 
those  persons  are  the  subjects  of  a 
new  handbook  written  by  a  United 
Methodist  clergywoman. 

“Ministry  with  Black  Single 
Adults,”  a  new  Discipleship  Re¬ 
sources  release,  outlines  unique  con¬ 
cerns  of  black  single  adults  and 
suggests  several  ways  local  churches 
can  provide  social  and  spiritual  gath¬ 
ering  places  for  Christian  singles. 


Using  demographic,  sociological 
and  biblical  examples  and  case  stud¬ 
ies,  the  Rev.  Sheron  C.  Patterson,  au¬ 
thor,  explores  the  variety  of  lifestyles 
within  the  “singles”  community. 

Ms.  Patterson,  associate  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Dallas,  asserts  that  not  enough  black 
churches  offer  social  activities  and 
spiritual  support  to  persons  she  calls 
“always-single"  (as  opposed  to  “nev¬ 
er-married”),  divorced  or  widowed. 

The  black  church,  she  writes,  “is 
the  institution  which  has  always 
molded  the  mores  and  conscious¬ 
ness  of  the  black  community.” 

As  a  “legitimate  lifestyle,”  she 


continues,  single  persons  should  not 
be  ignored  or  marginalized  in 
churches. 

Among  challenges  facing  black 
Christian  singles,  Ms.  Patterson  cites 
statistics  indicating  that  black  single 
women  far  outnumber  black  single 
men.  That  imbalance  makes  dating 
and  marriage — for  those  with  such 
goals — more  difficult  in  a  society 
where  most  people  date  and  marry 
within  their  own  ethnic  groups. 

She  further  cites  the  “downside” 
of  integration — namely,  the  dissolu- 
tion  of  predominantly  black 
schools,  work  places  and  social 
clubs,  as  sometimes  isolating  black 


people,  particularly  singles,  from 
one  another. 

Difficulties  facing  persons  who 
choose  to  be  single  or  who,  by  cir¬ 
cumstance,  are  single  in  a  society 
that  values  “traditional”  families 
are  also  discussed. 

The  book  suggests  a  variety  of  sin¬ 
gles’  ministries  local  churches  can 
sponsor,  including  regular  Bible 
study,  a  Christian  “happy  hour,”  rap 
sessions  or  group  trips  and  outings. 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Both  the  author 
of  this  article  and  the  author  of  the 
book  described  therein  are  former 
staff  writers  of  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter. 


Review 

If  earth  could  talk,  what  would  it  say? 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

What  would  we  hear  if  the  earth 
could  talk? 

In  the  new  television  mini-series 
“Voice  of  the  Planet,”  William 
Hope  Planter  (played  by  William 
Shatner)  is  visiting  the  Jet  Propul¬ 
sion  Laboratory,  working  on  a  book 
about  ecology,  when  he  begins  re¬ 
ceiving  messages  on  a  computer 
screen. 

Pursued  everywhere  by  these 
mysterious  communications  that  he 
assumes  are  from  a  mischievous 
computer“hacker,”  Mr.  Planter 
ends  up  in  a  monastery  at  the  foot 
of  Mount  Everest. 

He  enters  into  an  electronic  con¬ 
versation  with  someone  who  inden- 
tifies  herself  only  as  Gaia,  the  spirit 
of  the  planet.  Skeptical  at  first,  and 
later  doubting  his  sanity,  Mr.  Plant¬ 
er  is  drawn  into  dialogue  and  trans¬ 
ported  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

Gaia  tells  the  disillusioned  and 


IVhen  in  our  music  God  is  glorified. 
And  adoration  leaves  no  room  for 
pride, 

It  is  as  though  the  whole  creation 
cried. 

Alleluia!* 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Fred  Pratt  Green,  folllowing 
World  War  II,  served  as  minister  to 
Methodist  churches  in  the  Finbury 
Park  Circuit  in  the  north  part  of 
London. 

The  congregations  he  served  de¬ 
manded  all  his  time,  so  there  was 
little  opportunity  for  literary  pur¬ 
suits. 

One  day  he  visited  the  home  of  a 
boy  in  his  Sunday  school.  The  boy’s 
father,  Fallon  Webb,  welcomed  the 
minister  and  greatly  enjoyed  the 
conversation  they  had  together. 

When  Mr.  Webb  learned  that 
Green  had  some  interest  in  poetry, 
he  was  extremely  pleased,  for  he 
also  was  interested  in  poetic  writ- 


sometimes  despairing  scientist 
about  the  pain  she  feels  because  of 
the  way  humans  are  treating  her. 

She  is  accustomed  to  cataclysmic 
change,  she  insists. 

“I  love  the  live-action  adventures 
of  volcanoes  and  earthquakes,”  she 
says,  but  she  is  frightened  by  the 
rate  at  which  humanity  is  killing  off 
species. 

Gaia,  though,  is  more  optimistic 
about  the  human  race  than  is  the 
scientist. 

Mr.  Planter  sees  our  abuse  of  the 
earth  and  the  commercialization  of 
sex  in  pornography  and  prostitution. 

To  Gaia,  however,  we  are  “a  spe¬ 
cies  that  saw  the  Pieta  in  an  ordi¬ 
nary  chunk  of  marble,  cathedrals  in 
the  forest.” 

Science,  spirituality  combined 

Based  loosely  on  James  Love¬ 
lock’s  “Gaia  Hypothesis,”  this 
mini-series  draws  on  scientific 
knowledge  without  abandoning 


ing.  He  suggested  that  each  of  them 
write  a  poem  and  that  at  their  next 
meeting  they  discuss  and  criticize 
each  other’s  work. 

This  was  a  challenge  for  Green, 
and  out  of  the  interaction  with 
Webb  came  great  inspiration  and 
encouragement.  Their  friendship 
lasted  until  Mr.  Webb’s  death  20 
years  later. 

Many  of  Green's  hymns  have 
been  written  in  response  to  a  specif¬ 
ic  request  or  occasion.  For  example, 
in  1972,  John  Wilson,  a  distin¬ 
guished  musician  who  was  director 
of  music  at  Charterhouse,  asked 
Green  to  write  a  hymn  appropriate 
for  a  festival  of  praise  or  a  choir  an¬ 
niversary.  Wilson  suggested  the 
tune  “Engelberg,”  composed  by 
Charles  V.  Stanford  in  1904. 

Green’s  completed  hymn  “When 
in  our  music,  God  is  glorified” 
more  than  matched  the  challenge, 
for  it  is  about  the  church’s  music 
and  singing. 


spiritual  insight. 

Gaia  shocks  Mr.  Planter  with 
comments  such  as,  “Water  mole¬ 
cules  love  to  cling  together,”  and 
“Darwin  was  naive.  Life  selects  for 
evolution,  not  survival.” 

She  argues,  convincingly,  that  a 
life-force  preceded  the  chemistry 
that  sustained  the  first  forms  of  life. 

Michael  Tobias,  who  taught  envi¬ 
ronmental  affairs  at  Dartmouth  be¬ 
fore  turning  to  television,  wrote  the 
novel  “Voice  of  the  Planet”  (recent¬ 
ly  published  by  Bantam  Books).  He 
is  the  writer,  director  and  producer 
of  this  series. 

Filmed  in  more  than  240  loca¬ 
tions  on  five  continents,  it  is  visual¬ 
ly  stunning,  sweeping  us  along  from 
the  first  microbes  to  the  newest  in¬ 
ventions. 

Concerned  for  faith 

Indeed,  one  surprise  of  “Voice  of 
the  Planet”  is  its  concern  for  faith 
and  religious  practice.  Mr.  Planter’s 


The  third  stanza  points  out  that 
across  the  centuries  the  church’s 
song  has  "borne  witness  to  the  truth 
in  every  tongue.” 

The  fourth  stanza  reminds  us  that 
Jesus  sang  a  psalm  at  the  Last  Sup¬ 
per  and  suggests  that  we  “for  whom 
he  won  the  fight”  should  also  sing. 

The  final  stanza  brings  the  hymn 
to  a  resounding  climax  of  praise 
with  voices  and  instruments. 

This  hymn  is  the  theme  song  for 
the  Fellowship  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Worship.  Music  and  Other 
Arts.  Sing  it  with  great  joy,  climax¬ 
ing  each  stanza  with  a  hearty  “Alle¬ 
luia!” 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Come  Ye  Sinners ,  Poor  and  Needy " 

•Copyright  1972  by  Hope  Publishing 
Company,  Carol  Stream,  III.  60188.  All 
rights  reserved.  Used  by  permission. 


treks  around  the  globe  and  his  ex¬ 
tended  conversations  with  Gaia  of¬ 
ten  focus  on  cathedrals  and 
Hinduism,  Third  World  piety  and 
Native  American  spirituality. 

They  focus  on  the  need  to  be 
good  stewards  of  our  beautiful  but 
beleaguered  planet  and  the  danger 
of  disparaging  creation  in  search  of 
heaven. 

“Voice  of  the  Planet”  airs  8  to  10 
p.m.  Eastern  Time  on  TBS  Monday 
through  Friday,  Oct.  15-19.  It  is  re¬ 
peated  at  midnight  for  the  benefit 
of  night-owls  and  those  who  live  on 
the  West  Coast. 

“Voice  of  the  Planet”  is  a  power¬ 
ful  summons  to  love  and  care  for 
God’s  good  creation. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  from  Island  Park,  N.Y., 
frequently  reviews  television  and 
films  for  the  Reporter. 

Dear 

Deborah= 
Why  do  I 
always  feel 
pressured? 

Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  tired  and  discouraged  and 
wonder  if  anyone  can  help  me.  I  am 
not  like  my  real  self.  Instead  I  am 
picky  and  under  pressure  and  feel 
like  I  am  never  quite  caught  up. 
Feeling  so  tired,  I  get  farther  and 
farther  behind.  I  have  so  much  stuff 
sitting  around  that  should  just  be 
put  away  and  so  many  half  finished 
projects  I  just  don’t  know  where  to 
begin. 

It  seems  like  I  am  frustrated  and 
hurt  a  lot  because  I  am  always  un¬ 
der  pressure  to  live  up  to  some¬ 
thing.  Can  you  help  me? 

Roger 

Dear  Roger: 

I  cannot  help  you,  but  you  can 
help  yourself. 

These  things  you  can  do: 

*  Pray  and  open  yourself  to  the 
help  God  will  provide. 

*  Take  yourself  to  your  physician 
and  be  sure  you  do  not  have  any 
physical  cause  for  all  this. 

*  Get  a  book  called  "The  Birth  Or¬ 
der  Book"  by  Kevin  Lehman.  You 
sound  like  his  description  of  a  first¬ 
born  or  only  child,  what  he  calls  a 
” discouraged  perfectionist. " 

*  Find  a  counselor  to  talk  things 
over  with  and  ask  for  help  sorting 
out  your  priorities  and  making  a 
plan  to  get  caught  up  gradually.  This 
kind  of  counseling  will  allow  you  to 
stop  telling  yourself  you  are  behind 
and  focus  on  what  you  have  done  to¬ 
day. 

Again,  prayer  and  giving  thanks  to 
God  for  being  with  you  through  the 
day  will  help  you  more  than  you 
might  think.  Try  it!  And  do  these 
other  things  for  yourself  too. 

Dear  Editor: 

For  years  “Dear  Deborah”  in  our 
church  paper  has  meant  a  great  deal 
to  me.  and  it  is  certainly  time  to  let 
you  know. 

My  sincere  thanks. 

Mary 

Dear  Readers: 

Writing  this  column  is  both  a  joy 
and  a  challenge  and  is  done  with  a 
lot  of prayer.  AH  feedback  is  helpful. 

I  appreciate  very  much  receiving 
such  letters,  short  as  they  are.  Fol¬ 
lowing  my  usual  policy,  the  name 
has  been  changed.  The  writer  surely 
knows  who  she  is  and  I  say  thanks! 
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Religion,  public  education  debated 

NASHVILLE— Two  United  Methodists  with  differing  viewpoints  on  the  role  of  religion  in  public 
education—).  Taylor  Phillips,  left,  and  the  Rev.  Vernon  Denney,  right— will  debate  the  issues  on 
the  "Catch  the  Spirit"  program  airing  the  week  of  Oct.  21.  Host  of  the  United  Methodist-produced 
series  is  Hilly  Hicks  (center).  Mr.  Phillips  is  a  state  court  judge  in  Georgia;  Mr.  Denney  is  a  member 
of  the  Metro  Nashville  Board  of  Public  Education. 


History  of  Hymns^ -  - 

Writer  reacts  to  specific  situations 


Review=  — 

Book  probes  linkage 
of  words  and  beliefs 


"Naming  the  Mystery:  How  Our 
Words  Shape  Prayer  and  Belief" 
by  the  Rev.  lames  E.  Griffiss, 
Cowley  Publication,  1990, 
$11.95  paperback. 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Age-old  question:  Who  is  God? 

Contemporary  answer:  She’s 
black. 

That  joke — a  delight  to  some 
and  a  horror  to  others — is  what 
this  book  is  all  about. 

The  Rev.  James  E.  Griffiss,  an 
Episcopal  priest  and  visiting  pro¬ 
fessor  of  systematic  theology  at 
Church  Divinity  School  of  the 
Pacific,  offers  both  clergy  and  lay 
readers  as  balanced  an  inquiry  as 
one  is  likely  to  find  into  the  con¬ 
troversy  over  names  for  God. 

Author  takes  risks 

In  the  preface,  Dr.  Griffiss  ac¬ 
knowledges  the  risks  he  takes: 

“Only  rarely  do  theological  is¬ 
sues  involve  intense  emotional 
commitment  to  one  side  or  an¬ 
other  of  a  question.  When  they 
do,  the  theologian  often  prefers 
to  retreat  into  his  or  her  study 
and  let  others  deal  with  the  emo¬ 
tional  issues.  But  if,  as  Karl 
Rahner  once  said,  all  important 
theology  is  pastoral  theology, 
then  retreat  is  not  always  possi¬ 
ble,  and  the  theologian  must  ven¬ 
ture  forth  and  take  the  risk  of 
offending  everyone  by  insisting 
upon  examining  both  sides  of  a 
question.” 

Dr.  Griffiss  then  leads  the 
reader  through  such  an  examina¬ 
tion  with  such  clarity  that  his 
holistic  approach  to  the  topic  can 
only  be  applauded. 

He  clearly  outlines  the  current 
debate,  acknowledging  the  valid¬ 


ity  of  arguments  on  both  sides. 

And  it  is  not  cowardly  retreat 
but  authentic  scholarship  when 
he  advocates  the  continued  use 
of  historic  terms  such  as  “Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Spirit”  together 
with  the  development  of  God  im¬ 
ages  that  are  more  sexually  and 
culturally  inclusive. 

Aside  from  recounting  the  ar¬ 
guments,  Dr.  Griffiss  does  the 
debate  an  immense  service  when 
he  illuminates  what  many  con¬ 
sider  the  root  problem  of  con¬ 
temporary  thinking — the  gap 
between  prayer  and  theology. 

He  points  out  that  one  cannot 
adequately  use  any  name  as  an 
expression  of  identity  unless  one 
has  genuinely  come  to  know, 
trust  or  love  a  person.  The  jour¬ 
ney  to  such  a  relationship  with 
God,  he  insists,  is  through 
prayer. 

"At  the  deepest  center ..." 

“Indeed,”  he  writes,  “one  of 
the  many  reasons  why  naming 
God  is  so  crucial  for  many  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  present  time  is  that  we 
believe  in  a  God  who  is  not  an 
abstract  principle,  but  who  is 
personal,  who  is  at  the  deepest 
center  of  our  existence  as  per¬ 
sons,  who  is  utterly  transcendent, 
and  with  a  name,  yet  also  Em¬ 
manuel,  God  with  us. 

“It  is  in  prayer  that  we  enter 
into  a  personal  relationship  with 
such  a  God.  And  as  with  all  per¬ 
sonal  relationships,  the  names  we 
use  in  order  to  pray  to  God  need 
to  express  our  history  with  God 
and  our  hopes  for  the  future.” 

For  that  insight  alone — one  of¬ 
ten  overlooked  in  current  debate — 
this  book  is  worth  its  price. 

Ms.  Astle  is  an  associate  editor 
of  the  Reporter. 


Pastor's  10-point  list 
offers  peace  for  kids 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — In  response  to  the 
crisis  in  the  Middle  East,  religious 
leaders  across  the  country  are  scram¬ 
bling  to  pass  resolutions  on  the  Gulf 
and  are  issuing  feverish  pleas  for  ma¬ 
terial  aid  to  those  in  need. 

But  one  thing  that  must  not  be 
forgotten  amid  the  turmoil,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  Arthur  Caliandro  of 
New  York's  historic  Marble  Colle¬ 
giate  Church,  is  the  need  existing  in 
our  own  back  yards — the  need  to 
respond  to  fears  of  children  who  en¬ 
counter  the  sights  and  sounds  of  vi¬ 
olence  on  television  or  even  in  their 
own  neighborhoods. 

Children  need  reassurance 

The  more  children  are  exposed  to 
violence  the  more  they  need  reas¬ 
surance  to  counter  worries  about 
physical  dangers  and  the  possible 
loss  of  security,  he  says.  But  accord¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Caliandro,  incidents  of 
violence  can  offer  parents  and 
teachers  an  opportunity  to  guide 
children  through  the  world  in  a  pos¬ 
itive  way  without  giving  them  les¬ 
sons  in  hate. 

With  that  in  mind,  Dr.  Caliandro 
has  prepared  a  10-point  list  of 
things  parents  and  teachers  should 
bear  in  mind  as  they  offer  reassur¬ 
ance  to  children. 

Dr.  Caliandro  succeeded  the  Rev. 
Norman  Vincent  Peale  at  Marble 
Collegiate  and  has  carried  on  the 
tradition  that  earned  Dr.  Peale 
widespread  popularity — offering 
practical  and  spiritual  guidance  on 
specific  topics  in  booklet  form. 

But  what  about  me? 

Increasing  violence,  according  to 
Dr.  Caliandro,  makes  children  ask 
themselves,  “Am  I  going  to  be  all 
right?  Will  you  (parent  or  teacher) 
protect  me?  What  if  something  hap¬ 
pens  to  you?  Will  I  be  abandoned?” 

Dr.  Caliandro  said,  “Newsclips 
and  stories  of  mothers  and  fathers 
going  off  to  a  threatening  war, 
front-page  photos  of  captive  chil¬ 
dren  facing  a  vengeful  world  leader, 
pictures  of  weapons  and  soldiers  on 
the  move — all  seem  to  give  a  sense 
of  foreboding  to  our  children  at  a 
time  in  their  lives  where  safety  and 
certainty  are  especially  important.” 

Among  suggestions  in  his  book¬ 
let: 

■  Don’t  “shield”  children  from 
the  realities  of  a  troubled  world. 
They  have  seen  that  people  can  at 
times  be  bad  toward  one  another. 
Explain  that  hardships  and  losses 
are  part  of  life,  which  is  a  series  of 


problem-solving  experiences. 

■  If  children  ask  questions  about 
God  in  relation  to  the  crisis,  do  not 
blame  God.  Tell  them  that  God 
does  not  make  war — people  do. 
And  people  are  responsible  for 
making  peace,  too. 

■  Discuss  the  crisis  and  their 
fears  with  sensitivity.  Assure  them 
by  word  and  by  a  caring  presence 
that  they  are  loved  and  will  not  be 
abandoned. 

■  Be  careful  not  to  teach  children 
to  hate  others.  Encouraging  a  blan¬ 
ket  hatred  of  Iraqis  or  Muslims  or 
any  other  group  will  further  compli¬ 
cate  their  growth.  Point  out  that  al¬ 
most  all  people  get  angry  and  many 
have  waged  war  at  some  time.  Point 
out  that  children  and  families  of 
other  religions  and  nationalities  are 
just  like  them  and  enjoy  life  and 
love  more  than  anything  else. 

■  Encourage  an  optimistic  atti¬ 
tude.  Tell  them  the  story  of  reform 
in  Eastern  Europe  and  help  them 
believe  things  can  get  better. 

■  Encourage  them  to  hold  on  to 
hope  no  matter  how  tense  a  situa¬ 
tion  gets.  Point  out  that  history’s 
most  heroic  moments  were  fueled 
by  hoping  and  praying  against  im¬ 
possible  odds. 

Catholic  view 
'rankles'  Jews 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Dramatic 
strides  have  been  made  in  Jew- 
ish-Roman  Catholic  relations 
since  the  initiation  of  a  dialogue 
between  the  two  groups  in  1965, 
but  Catholics’  reluctance  on  one 
issue — recognition  of  Israel  as  a 
state — continues  to  rankle  the 
Jewish  world. 

Professor  Elie  Wiesel,  Nobel 
laureate  and  keynote  speaker  at  a 
recent  conference  on  Catholic- 
Jewish  relations,  said  the  lack  of 
full  recognition  of  the  state  of  Is¬ 
rael  by  the  Vatican  was  the 
“principal  omission”  in  “Nostra 
Aetate.” 

That  is  the  Vatican  II  document 
which  publicly  condemned  anti- 
Semitism  and  laid  the  foundation 
for  Catholics  to  fashion  a  new 
theological  vision  of  Judaism. 

Mr.  Wiesel  spoke  at  a  confer¬ 
ence  celebrating  the  25th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Vatican  document. 
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Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 


Volunteers  Provide  More  Than  Just  Their  Time 


It  is  said  that  it  is  better  to  give 
than  to  receive.  Giving  of  time, 
contributions,  and  effort  fosters  the 
Christian  spirit  within  ourselves 
and  to  those  whose  lives  are 
touched  by  these  gifts. 

There  are  a  variety  of  reasons 
why  people  choose  to  volunteer. 
“The  most  frequent  is  to  help 
others,”  says  Marylen  Langhart, 
Coordinator  of  Volunteer  Services 
at  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital.  “We  also  have  a  lot  of 
Senior  Citizens  who  feel  they  want 
to  do  something  worthwhile  with 
their  time,  rather  than  just  sit  at 
home.” 


At  any  given  time,  Langhart  is 
staffed  with  between  75  and  80 
Adult  Volunteers,  with  an 
additional  25  Junior  Volunteers 
providing  community  service 
during  the  summer  months.  The 
Volunteers  do  everything  from 
staffing  the  Hospital’s  Gift  Shop 
and  Information  Desk  to  running 
errands. 

Langhart  feels  that  the  service 
offered  by  the  Volunteers  goes 
hand-in-hand  with  the  Hospital's 
mission  to  provide  quality  care  with 
courtesy,  concern,  kindness,  and 
compassion,  the  Hospital’s 
watchwords.  “Every  volunteer  job 


translates  into  giving  better  patient 
care,”  she  says.  “For  example,  a 
Volunteer  running  an  errand  for  a 
department  frees  the  employees  on 
duty,  allowing  them  to  be  more 
attentive  and  provide  additional 
hands-on  care  to  their  patients. 

The  20,000  plus  hours  of  work 
contributed  to  the  Hospital 
annually  by  the  Volunteers  allow 
more  time  to  be  spent  on  direct 
patient  care  and  hospital 
operations.  But  like  most  non-profit 
institutions,  additional  funding  is 
needed. 

The  special  Good  Samaritan 
Offering  helps  to  provide  funding 


for  a  number  of  Methodist 
institutions.  The  Good  Samaritan 
Offering,  which  will  be  conducted 
on  Sunday,  October  28,  will  help 
the  elderly  of  the  Lafon  Home,  the 
children  of  People’s  Community 
Center,  and  the  sick  and  suffering 
needing  assistance  at  Pendleton 
Memorial  Methodist  Hospital.  In 
the  near  future,  you  will  be 
receiving  information  concerning 
the  special  offering. 

For  information  on  becoming  a 
Volunteer  at  Methodist  Hospital, 
call  Marylen  Langhart,  Volunteer 
Services  Coordinator,  at  (504)  244- 
5184. 


Mrs.  Betty  Frink  and  Mrs.  Audrey  Schneider  volunteer  in  the  Methodist 
Hospital  Gift  Shop. 


Peoples  United  Methodist  Community  Center 

On  the  Move 


A  $70,000  remodeling  project 
was  started  late  this  summer  at 
Peoples  Community  Center.  The 
work  includes  new  roofs  on  both 
buildings  which  house  the  Center’s 
operation.  Air  and  central  heat  in 
each  building  and  a  sick/ 
observation  area  for  the  day  care 
program  as  well  as  the  interior 
renovations  are  scheduled.  These 


renovations  will  help  “Peoples”  to 
be  competitive  and  eligible  to 
participate  in  providing  child  care 
services  under  the  state’s  new 
welfare  reform  program.  Funds  for 
the  project  were  provided  in  grants 
from  the  City  of  New  Orleans. 

Moving  right  along,  the  Ruth 
Carter  Auxiliary  has  donated  a 


$2,800  freezer  to  the  Center  to 
replace  the  old  out  dated  and  mal¬ 
functioning  freezer.  Movement 
is  also  taking  place  with  older 
children,  youth  and  adults.  Our 
Tutorial/Latch  Key  Program,  a 
combined  effort  with  Metropolitan 
Ministries,  continues  to  provide 
after  school  care,  homework 
assistance,  and  special  tutoring  to 


school  age  children.  The  Center’s 
Therapeutic  Ministry  Program  has 
•  involved  more  than  1 5  teenagers  in 
its  nine  week  teenage  prevention 
project  designed  by  the  Association 
of  Black  Psychologists.  Local 
churches  in  the  New  Orleans  area 
are  encouraged  to  refer  their  youth 
to  this  program  for  both  male  and 
female  teenagers. 


A  new  parent  group  for  single 
adult  parents  was  started  this 
summer  and  is  now  moving  into 
high  gear. 


The  Summer  Camp  Program,  this 
year,  was  smooth  sailing  all  12 
weeks.  Of  the  40  participants  in  the 
academic  camp,  20  were  able  to 


participate  in  the  weekend  rural 
camping  experience  for  inner  city 
children. 

For  more  information  regarding 
the  programs  at  Peoples 
Community  Center,  please  write  or 
call:  2019  Simon  Bolivar  Avenue, 
New  Orleans,  LA  70113;  (504)  524- 
1041. 


Lafon  Nursing  Home  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


Located  at  4021  Cadillac  Street, 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70122  is 
the  well  kept,  beautiful  as  well  as 
well  equipped  with  an  organ-piano, 
and  televisions  is  the  Lafon  Nursing 
Home.  It  is  there  to  serve  the  entire 
community  directed  to  the  aged  and 


infirmed.  The  Lafon  Nursing  Home 
is  staffed  with  highly  trained 
employees  to  assure  the  proper  care 
for  its  residents.  It  is  not  unusual  or 
surprising  to  see  concerned 
volunteers  from  various  civic  and 
charitable  organizations  coming  to 


the  Home  to  entertain  and  lift  high¬ 
er  the  residents’  spirits  living  in  the 
Home.  The  leadership  manifested 
by  the  Administrator,  Mr.  Edward 
J.  Lang,  is  evident  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  staff  members  move  from1 
day  to  day  with  their  work  assign¬ 
ments. 

The  Board  of  Directors  with  Dr. 
Andrew  J.  Douglas,  Chairperson  is 
very  supportive  to  the  programs  of 
the  Lafon  Nursing  Home.  This  can 
be  noted  because  the  presence  is 
seen  of  Board  Members  at  many  of 
the  Home’s  activities:  Namely,  Car¬ 
nival  Season  Annual  Celebrations, 
Birthday  Celebration  of  the  Lafon 
Home  where  many  outstanding  per¬ 
sonalities  are  part  of  the  formal  pro¬ 
grams,  just  to  name  a  few,  Mayor 
Sidney  Barthelemy,  Allen  Toussant 
and  others. 

Vera  Cruz  Chapter  #165,  Order 
of  Eastern  Star,  Prince  Hall 
Affiliation,  Louisiana  Jurisdiction 
recently  entertained  the  residents  of 
the  Home  with  a  lovely  sharing 
program  and  ended  the  activity  by 
presenting  useful  articles  to  the 
residents.  The  Home  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Chapter  as  a 


Community  Outreach  emphasis. 
For  the  Annual  Meeting  of  Lafon 
Nursing  Home  Auxiliary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  The 
New  Orleans  Assembly  No.  1, 
Order  of  the  Golden  Circle,  Prince 
Hall  Affiliation  is  the  Hostess  for 
the  Meeting,  Mrs.  Corinne  M. 
Delaney,  Loyal  Lady  Ruler  and 
Member  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
This  is  another  Community 
Outreach  Organization  adopting 
the  Lafon  Nursing  Home. 

Since  the  Lafon  Nursing  Home 
Auxiliary  has  been  re-organized  it 
has  been  an  inspiration  to  both 
sexes.  To  keep  this  appealing  image 
alive  the  Auxiliary  held  its  Seventh 
Annual  Fashion  Show  Luncheon 
using  as  the  theme  "1990  Fashions 
on  Parade  and  Luncheon.”  This 
was  held  at  the  Bayou  Plaza  Grand 
Ball  Room  in  New  Orleans. 
Proceeds  from  the  event  will  benefit 
Lafon  Nursing  Home.  At  this 
activity  all  persons  who  became 
1990  Life  Members  were  honored. 
Mrs.  Lucinda  L.  Bynum,  Board 
Member  served  as  Chairperson  for 
reservations.  Officers  of  the  Lafon 
Nursing  Home  Auxiliary  for  1990 


are: 

President 

Mrs.  Myraline  M.  Jamison 
First  Vice  President 

Mrs.  Euralie  Washington 
Second  Vice  President 
Miss  Annie  Lincoln 
Financial  Secretary 

Mrs.  Ariemean  Robinson 
Recording  Secretary 

Mrs.  Mildred  E.  Washington 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Mrs.  Vertlee  Washington 
Treasurer 

Mrs.  Veora  Lundy 
Assistant  Treasurer 
Mrs.  Lillian  Ross 
Historian 

Mrs.  Doris  B.  Bell 
Chairperson  on  Nomination 
Mrs.  Amanda  Bowers 
Amenities 

Mrs.  Emily  Moran 
Communications 
Mrs.  Adele  Bynum 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Robinson 
Mrs.  Dorothy  A.  Pennington 
Past  Presidents  of  the 
Auxiliary  are: 

Mrs.  Veora  Lundy 
Mrs.  Alice  Porter 


The  Program  featured  a  rounded 
enjoyment  with  the  Invocation 
given  by  Reverend  Samuel  W. 
Walker,  Minister  of  Brooks  United 
Methodist  Church,  Moments  of 
Music,  Mrs.  Lillian  D.  Perry, 
Presentation  of  Life  Members  by 
Mrs.  Maude  P.  Harris,  Greetings, 
Dr.  Andrew  J.  Douglas,  Chairperson, 
Board  of  Directors,  Lafon  Nursing 
Home.  Remarks  and  Presentations, 
Mr.  Edward  J.  Lang,  Administrator, 
Lafon  Nursing  Home.  The  breath 
taking  Fashions  were  from  “The 
Treasure  Chest”  of  New  Orleans, 
Mrs.  Dolores  Dugas,  Narrator  and 
Proprietor. 

Some  of  the  evidence  of  the 
activity  are  visualized  through  the 
pictures  presented  with  the 
summary. 

What  the  world  needs  most  is  still 
love  sweet  love.  The  answer  is,  yes, 
we  are  our  brothers’  keeper  and  it  is 
through  institutions  like  Lafon 
Nursing  Home  and  all  of  its  sup¬ 
porters  who  really  bear  this  out. 

“To  Give  with  Love, 
lots  and  lots  of  it.” 

Mrs.  Corinne  M.  Delaney, 
Public  Relationist 


Scenes  from  Annual  Luncheon 
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Stewardship 

Reflections 


Editor's  Note:  Bishop  Oden  invited  Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.. 
Baton  Rouge  District  Superintendent,  to  write  this  week's  column. 

During  this  time  of  year  most  churches  are  in  the  midst  of 
stewardship  campaigns  in  hope  of  developing  successful  financial 
plans  for  their  1991  budgetary  needs. 

For  several  years  I  have  served  as  a  National  Stewardship  Associate 
for  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  Section  on  Stewardship.  In 
conducting  stewardship  workshops  and  seminars  across  the 
connection,  I  have  observed  several  key  areas  where  stewardship 
leaders  can  enhance  the  local  congregation’s  understanding  of 
stewardship. 

1 )  Local  congregations  and  pastors  should  be  informed  of 
the  availability  of  vast  resources  and  they  should  be 
taught  a  variety  of  ways  to  use  them. 

2)  It  should  be  emphasized  that  spiritual  witness  and 
experiences  are  equally  as  valuable  as  training  in 
regards  to  giving. 

3)  Teaching  a  holistic  concept  of  Christian  Stewardship 
can  help  restore  integrity  in  the  Church  and  its 
ministry. 

4)  Local  Pastors  and  church  leaders  should  be  alerted  to 
expect  strong  resistance  to  any  change  in  traditional 
patterns  of  giving,  especially  those  involving  risk. 

5)  A  core  of  local  leaders  with  positive  attitudes  about 
stewardship  can  make  a  difference  in  changing  the  life 
of  the  church. 

6)  Congregations  should  be  encouraged  to  study 
stewardship  from  a  Biblical  and  Theological 
perspective. 

7)  With  the  survival  mentality  in  the  church,  great 
emphasis  should  be  placed  on  long-range  planning. 

8)  Congregations  and  Pastors  want  to  know  why  it  makes 
sense  to  develop  generosity  as  a  life  style.  They  need  to 
be  taught  “why”  as  well  as  “how”  they  should  give. 

As  the  local  church  seeks  to  carry  out  its  evangelistic  mission  in  the 
world,  it  will  need  to  broaden  its  mission.  As  sights  improve,  concern 
will  grow  and  ministry  will  be  enhanced.  In  our  stewardship  efforts, 
always  keep  in  mind  that  the  “offering”  is  the  easy  part;  witnessing  to 
God’s  participation  in  our  lives  is  the  ultimate  responsibility! 


Louisiana  to  be  Well  Represented 
at  'The  Gathering' 


More  than  3,200  United 
Methodist  clergy  and  laypersons 
from  across  the  globe  will  make 
their  way  to  Fort  Worth,  Texas  Oct. 
31  for  the  largest-ever  international 
confab  specifically  dealing  with 
future  growth  and  vitality  of  the  9 
million-member  worldwide 
Protestant  denomination. 

Among  the  participants  will  be  53 
Louisiana  Conference  laity  and 
clergy.  The  Louisiana  delegation 
will  be  representing  local  churches, 
districts,  and  Annual  Conference 
boards  and  agencies.  These  people 
will  receive  training  and  inspiration 
throughout  the  week-long  meeting 
that  will  translate  into  helpful 
opportunities  of  service  within  the 
Annual  Conference. 

Slated  to  begin  with  a  trumpet 


voluntary  and  a  parade  of  flags 
from  every  nation  in  the  world, 
"The  Gathering”  will  be  held  Oct. 
31-Nov.  4  at  the  Fort  Worth 
Convention  Center. 

This  massive  conference,  an 
initiative  of  the  church’s  Council  of 
Bishops,  is  co-sponsored  by  the 
denomination’s  discipleship 
agency,  headquartered  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 

Representatives  from  every  U.S. 
State,  Puerto  Rico,  Africa,  the 
Philippines  and  Europe  are 
expected  to  attend,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Kirk  McNeill,  who  is 
coordinating  the  event  on  behalf  of 
the  bishops  and  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Amid  inspirational  worship 


experiences,  a  massive  resource  and 
materials  center  sponsored  by 
United  Methodist  agencies  and 
more  than  300  small-group  learning 
options,  the  first  presentation  of  the 
bishops’  pastoral  letter  on  “Vital 
Congregations;  Faithful  Disciples” 
will  be  made.  Pastors  are  asked  to 
share  the  letter  with  the  nearly 
43,000  United  Methodist  local 
churches  worldwide  Nov.  1 8. 

Episcopal  leaders  who  drafted  the 
letter  and  planners  for  the  Fort 
Worth  event  said  in  separate 
interviews  that  the  dual  thrust  is 
not  an  attempt  to  provide  quick 
fixes  for  local  churches  who  need  a 
shot  in  the  arm.  Rather,  they  said, 
they  hope  to  encourage 
congregations  to  incorporate 
prayer,  biblical  and  theological 


study,  and  connections  with  their 
communities  to  create  ministries 
relevant  to  the  persons  they  serve. 

Bishops  will  provide  leadership 
during  the  full  sessions  of  "The 
Gathering.”  Each  day.  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Calvin  D. 
McConnell,  Seattle,  and  retired 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Roy  C. 
Clark,  Memphis,  Tennessee,  will 
expand  on  the  theme. 

Major  addresses  during  the  event 
will  be  given  by  the  denomination’s 
Bishops  Woodie  W.  White, 
Springfield,  Illinois;  Sharon  Brown 
Christopher,  Minneapolis;  Emerito 
P.  Nacpil,  Manila,  Philippines;  and 
William  B.  Grove,  Charleston, 
West  Virginia.  Closing  communion 
celebrant  will  be  Bishop  Jack  M. 
Tuell,  Pasadena,  California. 


Dillard  to  Hold  Founder's  Day 


Bishop  James  S.  Thomas,  bishop- 
in-residence  of  Southern  Methodist 
University’s  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  will  speak  at  Dillard 
University’s  121st  Founder’s  Day 
celebration  on  Sunday,  October  21 
at  4  p.m.  at  Lawless  Memorial 
Chapel. 

Bishop  Thomas  has  held  several 
distinguished  positions  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church  since 
being  ordained  in  1944.  He  has 
served  as  bishop  for  more  than  26 
years.  Most  recently,  he  served  as 
bishop  of  the  Ohio  East  Area,  a 
position  he  held  for  at  least  12  years 
before  joining  the  faculty  at 
Perkins.  Bishop  Thomas  is  past 


president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  General  Council  on 
Ministries,  its  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  and  its 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Cynthia  Butler-Blucher,  a  1976 
graduate  of  Dillard  and  an 
administrator  with  the  Jefferson 
Parish  School  System,  will  deliver 
the  address  during  the  Alumni 
Banquet  on  Friday,  October  19  in 
Kearny  Hall. 

Butler-Blucher  is  an  assistant 
principal  at  an  elementary  school  in 
Marrero  and  is  director  of  the  2  + 

2  Tech  Prep  Summer  Program  at 
Delgado  Community  College.  She  is 
noted,  especially  in  the  New 


Orleans  area,  as  a  gifted  speaker 
and  has  been  a  featured  speaker 
throughout  the  southeastern  United 
States.  She  is  active  in  civic, 
religious  and  professional 
organizations  and  has  been 
extensively  recognized  for  her 
contributions. 

Dr.  Anthony  James  Hackett  Jr.,  a 
distinguished  physician  and 
president  of  Dillard’s  Board  of 
Trustees,  will  receive  the 
Distinguished  Alumni  Award  at  the 
banquet  on  Friday. 

Dr.  Hackett  is  a  founding  partner 
of  Medical  Associates,  the  first 
Black  multi-speciality  group  in  New 
Orleans.  He  was  the  first  black 


physician  admitted  to  the  Orleans 
Parish  Medical  Society  and  was  the 
first  black  to  serve  on  the  Louisiana 
Board  of  Medical  Examiners.  He 
served  33  years  as  treasurer  of  the 
New  Orleans  Medical  Association 
and  has  served  as  president  of  the 
Louisiana  Medical  Association. 

The  State  of  Louisiana 
proclaimed  February  14,  1990  as 
Dr.  Anthony  James  Hackett  Jr.  day 
in  recognition  of  his  excellent 
record  of  professional  achievement. 

Dillard  was  founded  in  1869,  as 
New  Orleans  University  and 
Straight  University  (later  re-named 
Straight  College). 


Louisiana  United  Methodists 


Help  Make  Revival  a  Success 


The  recent  Prison  Revival  in  all 
of  the  prisons  of  Louisiana  had  the 
most  significant  impact  on  the 
prisons  of  any  activity  in  their 
history.  There  are  16,000  prisoners 
in  the  13  prisons  of  Louisiana. 

On  the  weekend  of  August  24- 
26th  there  was  a  simultaneous 
revival  in  all  of  the  prisons  of  the 
state.  Mr.  Bruce  Lynn,  Secretary  of 
the  Department  of  Corrections, 
contacted  Ed  DeWeese,  Area 
Director  of  Prison  Fellowship, 
seeking  the  cooperation  of  Prison 
Fellowship  in  a  state-wide  revival  in 
the  state  prisons. 

DeWeese  contacted  the  Bill  Glass 
Evangelistic  Association  of  Dallas, 
Texas,  to  seek  their  cooperation  in 
the  large  venture.  They  worked  in 
six  of  the  thirteen  prisons,  including 
Louisiana  State  Penitentiary  at 
Angola,  Dixon  Correctional 
Institute  at  Jackson,  Louisiana 
Training  Institute  (for  juveniles)  at 
Zachary,  Louisiana  Correctional 
Institute  for  Women  at  St.  Gabriel, 
Hunt  Correctional  Institute  at  St. 
Gabriel,  and  Avoyelles.  The  other 
prisons  used  other  evangelistic 
groups. 

“We  had  more  than  500 
volunteers  going  into  the  prisons  to 
visit  and  to  bear  witness  of  Christ’s 
redeeming  love,”  reports  DeWeese. 
As  a  result,  there  were  1730 
decisions  recorded  for  Christ,  875, 
accepting  Christ,  and  855 
rededications. 


United  Methodists  had  a  real  part 
in  helping  this  to  be  such  a  success. 
DeWeese,  a  United  Methodist, 
attributes  this  success  to  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District,  chaired  by  Mrs. 
Alice  Irving,  and  the  United 
Methodist  Women  of  the  North 
Shore  District,  chaired  by  Mrs. 
Betty  Farrington.  They  prepared 
food  for  two  dinners;  one  on  Friday 
Night  August  25th,  one  on  Saturday 
Night,  August  26th.  Each  dinner 
had  more  than  350  guests.  Women 
of  the  districts  prepared  the  food 
and  brought  it  to  the  Bellemont 
Hotel,  the  headquarters  for  the 
revival. 

Also,  there  were  a  number  of 
United  Methodist  lay  persons 
serving  as  volunteers:  including 
Felix  Cucullu  of  First  Church 
Baker;  Bill  McMahan  of 
Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge;  Keith 
Tucker  of  Lafayette,  and  others. 

Chaplain  Bertrand  Griffin,  a 
United  Methodist  chaplain  at 
Dixon  Correctional  Institute,  was 
very  helpful  in  putting  on  the 
revival  there. 

DeWeese  stated,  “This  was  a 
monumental  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  chaplains,  the  volunteers,  the 
wardens,  Mr.  Lynn,  the  Bill  Glass 
Evangelistic  Association,  Prison 
Fellowship,  pastors,  and  all.”  The 
number  of  inmates  making  a 
decision  for  Christ  exceeded  10%  of 
the  whole  prison  population. 


Ed  DeWeese  is  shown  with  Rev.  Bertrand  Griffin  on  the  grounds  of  Dixon 
Correctional  Institute  during  the  revival. 


Advanced  Workshop  Slated 

Louisiana  State  University  in  Shreveport,  which  recently  offered  the 
BASICS  of  Sound  System  Design  and  operation  seminar,  is  now  scheduled 
to  conduct  The  INTERMEDIATE  seminar  October  27. 

This  program  is  designed  to  teach  sound  system  design  and  operation. 
Participants  are  required  to  have  some  experience  in  operating  a  sound 
system  and  a  desire  for  more  information  on  the  proper  use  of  their 
equipment. 

The  event  will  take  place  on  a  Saturday  from  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  at  the 
LSUS  Science  Lecture  Auditorium.  Fee  for  the  seminar  is  $115.  Please 
make  check  payable  to  LSUS  and  mail  to  Conferences  and  Institutes, 
LSUS,  One  University  Place,  Shreveport,  LA  71 1 15. 

Bethany  UMC  Makes  Contribution 

The  Work  Area  on  Education  of  Bethany  UMC  in  New  Orleans 
presented  a  check  to  the  Pediatric  AIDS  Program  (PAP)  at  Children’s 
Hospital.  The  Pediatric  AIDS  Program  provides  support  education  and 
services  to  children  with  HIV  infection  and  family  members.  It  also 
furnishes  information  to  the  community  about  pediatric  AIDS  and  HIV 
infection. 

This  will  be  an  annual  outreach  program  for  the  Work  Area  on 
Education  that  will  be  conducted  by  Mrs.  Frances  McNeal  Smith, 
Coordinator  of  Family  Ministries. 


School  Superintendent;  Ms.  Beth  Scalco,  Program  Coordinator,  Pediatric 
AIDS  Program;  Dr.  Michael  Kaiser,  Medical  Director  of  Pediatric  AIDS 
Program;  Ms.  Frances  Marie  Smith,  Chairperson  of  Finance;  and  Dr.  Anita 
H.  Crump,  Work  Area  on  Education  Chairperson. 


Notice 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Caney  Conference  Center  is  currently 
receiving  applications  for  the  position  of  Resident  Director.  The 
position  begins  January  1,  1991.  Refer  inquiries  and  send  resumes  bv 
November  1,  1990  to: 

Kurt  Oheim 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
908  Broadway 
Minden,  LA  71055 
(318)377-1483 


Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
Attend  'SuperServe  '90' 


Sixteen  Louisiana  United  Methodists  were  among  152  persons  from 
across  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  present  on  Labor  Day  Weekend.  The 
event,  SuperServe  ’90,  was  the  fourth  annual  Volunteers  in  Mission  rally. 

Dr.  David  Brazelton  from  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Section 
on  Evangelism  set  the  tone  for  the  event  with  his  keynote  address.  Others 
on  the  speaker’s  list  included:  Bishop  Eugenio  Poma  from  Bolivia,  Rev. 
Lloyd  Rollins  from  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  Rev.  Carol 
Seckel  from  Alaska,  Dr.  Ken  McIntosh  from  Dallas,  and  Rev.  Max  Marble 
from  Lewisville,  Texas.  SuperServe  is  an  annual  event  sponsored  by  the 
jurisdiction  to  highlight  tremendous  ministry  of  Volunteers  in  Mission  in 
their  areas  and  of  opportunities  currently  available. 

Ten  workshops  covering  many  of  the  areas  of  Volunteers  in  Mission 
ministry  such  as,  “How  to  Organize  a  Construction  Team”  were  offered 
with  leadership  from  across  the  jurisdiction. 

For  information  about  this  special  program  you  may  contact  Rev. 
George  Duerson,  1000  W.  Woodward,  Ruston,  LA  71270,  (318)  251-0750 
or  (318)  255-2741. 


Shown  pictured  are  the  16  Volunteers  in  Mission  representing  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


Reminder 

The  Good  Samaritan  Offering 
October  28, 1990 
Lafon  Home 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 
People’s  Community  Center 
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lnterview= 


Dealing  with  a  land  mine  Bishop:  UMC  'best  hope'  for  drug  recovery 


Should  general  agencies  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  hold  an 
occasional  meeting  in  a  country 
outside  the  United  States? 

Leaders  of  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  may  be  stepping  on  a 
public  relations  land  mine  by  pro¬ 
posing  that  their  agency’s  spring 
meeting  in  1991  be  held  in  Europe. 

Their  rationale:  Members  of  the 
133-member  body,  which  is  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  superstructure  respon¬ 
sible  for  coordinating  and  evaluating 
the  work  of  United  Methodism’s 
general  program  agencies,  thereby 
would  be  given  an  opportunity  “to 
experience  the  global  wholeness  of 
the  church.” 

We  strongly  affirm  the  many  posi¬ 
tive  values  that  might  arise  from 
such  experiences.  Although  United 
Methodists  like  to  claim  an  interna¬ 
tional  identity  for  our  church’s 
membership,  church  leaders  from 
Europe,  Africa  and  Asia  frequently 
complain  about  the  mindset  that 
typically  governs  the  way  United 
Methodist  business  is  transacted. 
They  say  we  function  less  like  a  glob¬ 
al  church  than  like  an  American 
church  with  overseas  appendages. 

United  Methodist  leaders  in  Eu¬ 
rope  have  thrown  out  the  welcome 
mat  and  promised  to  provide  ac¬ 
commodations  for  the  council 
members  and  staff  in  order  to  save 
expenses.  Bishop  Judith  Craig  of 
Detroit  rightly  labels  that  offer  from 
leaders  of  relatively  small,  strug¬ 
gling  churches  "an  enormous  mobi¬ 
lization  of  hospitality.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  vast  majority 
of  United  Methodists  live  in  the 
United  States,  as  do  most  members 
and  staff  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries.  Additional  cost  projec¬ 
tions  will  not  be  available  until  the 


council’s  late  October  meeting,  but 
they  could  easily  run  into  six  figures. 

Try  as  the  council  might  to  explain 
the  trip  in  visionary  terms,  many  lay- 
people  and  pastors  across  the  church 
are  likely  to  consider  it  a  junket  taken 
with  funds  they  believe  could  be  bet¬ 
ter  be  spent  elsewhere. 

It  is  particularly  hard  for  many  to 
understand  why  this  agency,  whose 
purposes  are  difficult  to  explain  in 
simple  terms,  should  make  such  a 
trip. 

If,  after  raising  expectations,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  council  decide  against 
meeting  in  Europe,  feelings  that 
United  Methodism  is  American- 
dominated  will  be  reinforced. 

Whatever  is  decided,  their  judg¬ 
ment  is  likely  to  be  criticized  by  an 
important  element  within  the  church. 

Among  the  questions  the  council 
needs  to  weigh  in  making  its  deci¬ 
sion  are: 

✓  Is  an  agency  meeting  outside  the 
U.S.  really  the  best  way  to  experience 
a  sense  of  "global  wholeness”? 

/  How  much  more  total  cost  will 
be  incurred  for  150  or  so  people  to 
meet  in  Europe  instead  of  in  the  U.S.? 

■/  What  demonstrable  benefits 
will  such  a  journey  produce  for  the 
church  and  for  God’s  kingdom — 
both  in  Europe  and  in  the  U.S.? 

■/Why  is  this  particular  agency 
uniquely  suited  by  size  and  mission 
for  such  an  excursion? 

✓  If  it  is  beneficial  for  this  agency 
to  spend  time  and  money  moving  its 
meetings  to  other  parts  of  the  globe 
where  United  Methodism  exists, 
should  other  agencies  do  likewise? 

✓  If  this  is  not  an  appropriate 
means  of  developing  and  reinforc¬ 
ing  United  Methodism’s  identity 
here  and  elsewhere  as  an  interna¬ 
tional  church,  then  what  is? 


As  the  yearlong  Bishops' 

Q«  Initiative  Against  Drugs 
•  and  Violence  winds  down, 
now  would  you  assess  its  impact  across 
The  United  Methodist  Church? 


A: 


Actually,  the  initiative  isn’t 
ending.  The  program  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  church  will  sustain  the  ef¬ 
forts  begun  in  the  past  few  months 
for  as  long  as  they’re  needed. 

I  see  that  the  initiative  has  had 
two  major  impacts:  1)  It  has  raised 
the  consciousness  of  the  bishops 
and  the  church’s  general  boards  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  crisis  and  the 
need  for  our  response  to  it;  2)  It  has 
reassured  the  local  congregations 
that  we  are  concerned  about  these 
issues  that  they  have  faced  and  that 
we’re  developing  resources  to  help 
them. 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  Reporter's 
Editorial  staff  interviewed  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May  to  gain  his  assess¬ 
ment  of  the  overall  status  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church's  efforts 
against  drugs  and  violence. 

Bishops’  Initiative 
Against  Drugs 
and  Violence 


Q: 

A: 


What  have  you  learned 
during  this  effort  that  you 
didn't  expect? 


My  greatest  surprise — and 
my  greatest  joy — has  been 
the  willingness  of  pastors  and  laity 
to  address  the  issue. 

Do  you  still  see  The  Unit- 

Q*  ed  Methodist  Church  as 
•  one  of  the  nation's  best 
hopes  in  working  against  drugs  and 
violence? 


From  my  point  of  view,  what  has 
happened  since  April  has  been  a 
miracle.  It’s  truly  been  a  gift  of  God 
that  we’ve  been  able  to  address  this 
issue.  It’s  certainly  not  the  only  is¬ 
sue  facing  our  country,  but  it’s  the 
most  pressing.  As  we  work  through 
this,  we’ll  be  able  to  address  other 
things. 


A: 


Yes!  Because  of  our  nation¬ 
al  presence  in  every  town, 
our  connectional  system  and  our 
heritage  of  successfully  articulating 
the  Gospel,  we  are  in  a  good  posi¬ 
tion  to  provide  resources  for  our¬ 
selves,  other  denominations  and 
our  nation. 


Q: 


Here  I  Stand= 


We  must  oppose  child  abuse 


By  SHIRLEY  J.  BUTLER 

NBC’s  “Sunday  Today”  television 
program  recently  presented  a  feature 
story  on  the  epidemic  of  child  abuse 
in  this  country.  We  all  know  that 
over  the  last  decade  there  has  been  a 
sharp  increase  in  child  abuse. 

Even  so,  I  was  shocked  and  sicken¬ 
ed  to  leant  that  there  are  2V4  million 
instances,  and  5,000  child  abuse 
deaths  annually,  and  further  that 
most  children  at  risk  are  known  to  be 
so  by  welfare  and  health  care  systems. 

It  is  now  known  that  victims  of 
child  abuse  are  emotionally  scarred, 
and  become  abusers  themselves. 
They  are  the  source  of  much  of  the 
crime  and  social  maladjustment 
with  which  society  must  deal. 

This  is  an  issue  that  should  be  a 
concern  for  every  citizen,  but  for 
Christians  it  should  be  as  nails  driv¬ 
en  through  our  palms.  Yet  I  do  not 
hear  the  voice  of  the  church  crying 
out  on  behalf  of  the  abused,  who 


"Mere  i  siarw 

% 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
■  readers  may  express 
'  their  opinions  and 
concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the 
church.  Shirley  /. 
Butler  is  a  member 
of  Morgan  Park 
United  Methodist  Church,  Chicago,  III. 
(Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
", Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  66027S,  Dallas,  Texas 
7S266-0275. 

have  no  voice. 

Have  we  become  so  tired  or  desen¬ 
sitized  that  we  just  accept  this  situa¬ 
tion;  or  do  we  think  that  we  can  just 
give  a  little  more  money  and  we  won’t 
have  to  think  about  our  problems? 

I  do  not  believe  that  pleading 
with  congregations  to  increase  their 
giving  for  missions  is  the  most  ef¬ 


fective  way  to  deal  with  our  prob¬ 
lems.  Let’s  face  it,  during  these 
uncertain  economic  times,  more  of 
us  are  feeling  financially  pressured 
and  there  won’t  be  enough  money 
to  deal  with  problems. 

The  church  needs  to  be  more  pro¬ 
active  on  issues.  It  needs  to  use  its 
power  and  moral  authority  in  de¬ 
fense  of  the  weakest  among  us.  The 
church  should: 

1)  Speak  out  for  the  thousands  of 
innocent  children  who  live  with  the 
horrific  physical  and  emotional 
pain  of  child  abuse. 

2)  Exert  pressure  on  government 
officials  and  agencies  to  deal  with 
the  problems  within  their  scope  of 
authority,  and  not  be  side-tracked 
by  the  excuse  of  lack  of  funds. 

3)  Mount  a  drive  to  increase  the 
number  of  good  foster  homes. 

4)  Establish  or  fund  counseling 
programs  for  abusers  and  abused. 

May  God  guide  us  and  strengthen 
us  to  do  His  work. 


What  do  you  want  local 
United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  most  to  understand 
as  a  Result  of  the  initiative?  What 
would  you  most  like  them  to  put  into 
practice? 

An  First,  I’d  like  local  congre- 
•  gations  to  understand  that 
all  their  members  are  affected  by 
drugs  and  violence  and  that  there’s 
help  available  in  local  congregations 
and  communities. 

Second,  I'd  like  them  to  know 
that  the  resources  being  developed 
by  the  church  are  being  designed  to 
interface  with  community  efforts. 
That’s  a  formidable  linkage  for  suc¬ 
cess  in  the  recovery  from  addictive 
behavior. 


continue  to  support  community  de¬ 
velopers  in  their  work  with  local 
congregations  as  they  organize  such 
ministries. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  will  spon¬ 
sor  the  second  in  a  three-part  series 
at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington  on  the  theological 
grounds  for  treating  addictive  be¬ 
havior  and  lifestyles. 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  will  continue  to  provide  re¬ 
sources  to  annual  conference  stand¬ 
ing  committees  on  drug  and  alcohol 
abuse.  Church  and  Society  also  will 
hold  regional  hearings  in  March  1991 
to  ascertain  the  depth  of  the  drug  cri¬ 
sis  in  selected  areas  and  ways  The 
United  Methodist  Church  can  most 
effectively  respond.  The  hearings  are 
a  joint  venture  with  Global  Minis¬ 
tries’  National  Division. 

In  addition,  “Christian  Social  Ac¬ 
tion,”  the  magazine  of  Church  and 
Society,  and  “Circuit  Rider,”  the 
clergy  magazine  put  out  by  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  will 
print  a  joint  issue  on  the  initiative 
against  drugs  and  violence  in  De¬ 
cember.  It’s  the  first  time  these  two 
publications  have  worked  together 
in  this  way. 

By  January  my  office  will  put  out 
the  first  run  of  a  catalog  of  United 
Methodist  and  ecumenical  resources 
to  help  local  congregations  address 
the  issue  of  drugs  and  violence. 


Q: 

odist  Gnu 


How  much  has  the  initiative 
cost,  and  have  you  received 
enough  contributions  from 
the  cliurch  to  cover  it? 


Q: 

the  churc’ 

A: 


Q: 


A: 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


You  should  apologize  for  cartoon 


It  was  very  disappointing  to  see 
the  Pontius  Puddle  comic  strip  in 
the  Sept.  7  issue,  which  in  its  at¬ 
tempt  to  highlight  a  profound  truth 
about  the  spiritual  strength  of 
“third  world”  Christians  exploited 
the  old  prejudice  that  we  are  spiri¬ 
tually  superior  to  people  in  the 
third  world. 

I  am  clear  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  third  world  countries  reading 
this  would  feel  yet  another  “put- 
down”  of  who  they  are  as  people  of 
faith,  another  reminder  that,  even 
though  we  say  that  we  are  an  inclu¬ 
sive  church,  the  old  “colonial”  atti¬ 
tude  of  “we  have  the  truth  to  take 
to  those  people  over  there  who  live 
in  darkness  and  ignorance”  still  pre¬ 
vails. 

The  Reporter,  I  feel,  owes  an 


apology  to  the  third  world  church 
and  especially  to  our  sister  and 
brother  United  Methodists  for  your 
lack  of  respect. 

Alan  Jones 

Los  Angeles,  California 

Figures  disputed 

Herbert  D.  Loomis,  in  the  “Here 
I  Stand”  of  Sept.  14,  states  that  by 
the  year  2000  senior  citizens  will 
compose  over  40  percent  of  the 
population. 

Actually,  because  of  the  low  birth 
rates  during  the  Depression,  the 
percentage  of  older  people  will  hold 
fairly  constant  in  the  next  20  years. 

Most  estimates  are  that  people  65 
and  over  will  comprise  13.1  percent 
of  the  population  by  the  year  2000 
(Sandra  Zin,  “Aging  in  America”). 


Even  by  the  year  2030,  when  the 
baby  boomers  have  retired,  the  per¬ 
centage  will  be  about  21  percent. 

Emory  Burton 
Dallas,  Texas 

Amen  to  editorial 

Amen  and  amen  to  the  Sept.  7 
editorial,  “Are  we  letting  religious 
bias  inflame  Mideast  crisis?”  Jews, 
Moslems  and  Christians  all  worship 
the  same  God.  That  makes  us  all 
brothers.  Christ’s  Kingdom  can 
never  come  until  we  all  love  like. 
Christ  loved.  The  sad  thing  is  we 
even  have  the  prejudice  between 
Catholics  and  Protestants,  and  even 
among  the  Protestants.  Lord  forgive 
us. 

Irma  Crites 
Wann,  Oklahoma 
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What  can  local  congrega¬ 
tions  expect  from  the 
church’s  general  boards 
and  agencies  to  help  them  under¬ 
stand  and  put  into  practice  what’s 
happened  this  year? 

The  General  Board  of  Dis- 
cipleship  is  framing  curric¬ 
ulum  for  1991  that  specifically 
addresses  drug  and  violence  issues. 
Regional  workshops  are  planned  to 
train  teachers  to  use  the  new  curric¬ 
ulum.  As  part  of  that.  I’m  urging 
Discipleship  to  incorporate  the 
“Bom  Free,  Stay  Free”  program 
(see  story,  page  3)  into  the  general 
church’s  curriculum. 

In  addition,  The  Upper  Room  di¬ 
vision  of  the  Discipleship  board  re¬ 
cently  distributed  a  four-week 
program  of  prayer  and  action  called 
“We  Share  in  God’s  Great  Help: 
Four  Weeks  of  Prayer  for  Congrega¬ 
tions.”  My  office  has  begun  receiv¬ 
ing  response  cards  from  the  program 
indicating  that  congregations  are  fol¬ 
lowing  through  on  the  program  s 
suggestion  to  set  up  a  specific  minis¬ 
try  that  addresses  the  problem  of 
drug  and  alcohol  addiction. 

The  National  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
will  continue  to  develop  models  for 
cooperative  ministries  similar  to 
those  tried  this  summer  during  the 
demonstration  project  in  Washing¬ 
ton.  These  models  will  reflect  both 
urban  and  “town  and  country”  en¬ 
vironments.  The  division  also  will 

What  others = 
- are  saying 

“Every  person  is  a  child  of  God 
whether  he  or  she  knows  it  or  not. 
Most  people  in  this  so-called  ’God¬ 
fearing’  nation  don’t  know  about 
Jesus  and  don’t  want  to  know.” 

— Retired  Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly 

WWW 

“The  Eurocentric  character  of 
Christian  theology  surely  cannot 
survive  in  a  Christianity  that  is  fi¬ 
nally  and  irreversibly  becoming  a 
world  church.  There  are  now  more 
Anglicans  in  Africa  than  in  Great 
Britain,  more  Presbyterians  in 
South  Korea  and  Taiwan  than  in 
Scotland.. ..No  modem  theology  can 
continue  to  assume  that  European 
and  North  American  modes  of 
Christian  thought  and  practice  can, 
even  in  principle,  any  longer  suffice 
for  an  emerging  world  church.” 
—Dr.  David  Tracy,  University  of 
Chicago  Divinity  School 


A: 


The  initiative  is  being  fund¬ 
ed  through  Advance  Special 
No.  982598-1.  About  $100,000  has 
been  received,  and  that  has  covered 
the  costs  to  this  point. 

What  “next  steps”  will  you 

Q«  recommend  to  the  Council 
•  of  Bishops  at  its  semi-an¬ 
nual  meeting  next  month  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas?  What  specific  recom¬ 
mendations  will  you  make  to  the 
bishops  to  encourage  their  congrega¬ 
tions  to  “get  out  of  the  walls  of  the 
church  and  into  the  hurting  commu¬ 
nities  with  healing,”  as  you  ex¬ 
pressed  it  recently? 

Some  bishops  are  already 
involved  in  “next  steps.” 
Twenty-seven  bishops  or  their  staff 
representatives  attended  an  inten¬ 
sive  three-day  seminar  last  month 
in  Washington.  The  seminar  gave 
them  a  picture  of  the  drug  crisis 
from  the  national  level  and  how 
they  can  become  advocates  for 
eliminating  the  social  causes — such 
as  poverty  and  joblessness — that 
are  at  the  root  of  the  drug  problem. 
It  was  an  awesome  experience. 

My  report  in  November  will 
build  upon  the  preliminary  sugges¬ 
tions  I  made  in.  April.  Specifically 
those  were: 

/  Call  for  a  national  drug  educa¬ 
tion  program  in  grades  K  through 
12  in  public  and  private  schools  an¬ 
nually; 

/  Encourage  each  congregation 
to  create  an  environment  where 
people  with  addictions  will  feel 
loved  and  cared  for; 

✓  Establish  support  groups  mod¬ 
eled  on  John  Wesley’s  “class  meet¬ 
ings”  for  people  to  overcome 
addictive  behavior  and  lifestyles; 

/  Push  for  national  jobs  and  job¬ 
training  programs  for  people  recov¬ 
ering  from  life-threatening 
addictions; 

/  Encourage  drug  treatment  and 
rehabilitation  programs  in  those 
prisons  where  they  do  not  now  exist. 


Bishop  Felton  May  says  the  efforts 
begun  by  this  year's  Bishops'  Intia- 
tive  Against  Drugs  and  Violence 
will  be  continued  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  program  agencies. 

Explain  more  fully  your  re¬ 
cent  remark  about  a  “new 
call”  for  The  United  Meth- 
odistT  hurch  to  be  a  “catalyst  for  re¬ 
ordering  the  national  agenda”  and 
getting  the  federal  government  in¬ 
volved  in  “treatment,  treatment, 
treatment.” 

A*  The  initiative  actually  has 
•  had  four  parts:  initiating 
program  resources;  educating  the 
Council  of  Bishops;  experimenting 
with  cooperative  ministries  as  in 
the  summer  demonstration;  and  de¬ 
veloping  ecumenical  involvement 
against  drugs  and  violence. 

On  Oct.  18  we’re  scheduled  to 
hold  a  "summit  meeting”  in  Wash¬ 
ington  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches.  It’s  intended 
to  galvanize  our  denomination  and 
others  to  begin  addressing  the  issues 
of  drug  and  violence  within  their 
own  congregations. 

Among  the  topics  is  one  of  my 
constant  emphases:  that  we  must 
provide  drug  rehabilitation  treat¬ 
ment  for  anyone  who  seeks  it.  We 
as  churches  need  to  continue  to 
press  our  government  for  that. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  everything  there  is  a  season, 
and  a  time  for  every  matter  under 
heaven  . . ..”  (RSV) 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  Matthew  25:210 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  22 

Monday:  Psalms  1 46: 1-7 
Tuesday.’ Psalms  146:8-10 
Wednesday:  Ruth  1:1-1 9a 
Thursday:  Matthew  22: 1 5-22 
Friday:  Matthew  22:23-33 
Saturday:  1  Thessalonians  1:1-3 
Sunday:  1  Thessalonians  1:4-10 


V  w  w  w  ^ 

< 
< 
< 
< 
< 


GROW 
IN  THE 
SPIRIT 


Becoming 

Christian 

Dimensions  of 
Spiritual  Formation 
Edited  by  Bill  ].  Leonard 

This  important  book  offers  a 
multifaceted  view  of  the 
meaning  of  spirituality  by 
drawing  upon  the  expertise 
of  over  two  dozen 
contributors.  Perspectives 
include  Christian  education, 
biblical  studies,  worship, 
ethics,  the  arts,  the  role  of 
women,  the  role  of 
minorities,  sexuality,  and 
vocation. 

Paper  $12.95 

Discerning 
God's  Will 

Ben  Campbell  Johnson 

By  addressing  how  one  may 
use  intuition,  imagination, 
and  memory  to  know  God's 
will,  celebrated  author  Ben 
Johnson  discusses  how  the 
will  of  God  relies  on  the 
depths  of  the  human  psyche. 
Each  chapter  contains 
reflection  exercises. 

Paper  $11.95 
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ALCOHOL,  DRUG  SURVEY:  a 

scientific  sampling  of  United  Methodist  opin¬ 
ion  on  drugs  and  alcohol  is  scheduled  for  Spring 
1991,  according  to  Gerald  Richardson,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Drug  and  Alcohol  Committee  of  the 
church’s  social  action  agency.  Mr.  Richardson, 
regional  coordinator  for  an  8-county  addiction 
treatment  program  based  in  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  said 
the  survey  of  about  3,500  United  Methodists 
will  try  to  determine  what  church  members 
think  about  drugs  and  alcohol  and  how  they  use 
them.  Information  from  the  survey  will  be  used 
to  formulate  education  programs  and  will  be  re¬ 
ported  to  the  1992  General  Conference,  the 
church’s  lawmaking  body. 


BISHOPS'  SPECIAL  APPEAL:  Un¬ 
ited  Methodist  bishops  have  done  something 
they  had  never  done  before:  issue  two  special 
appeals  simultaneously.  One  is  for  victims  of 
the  July  16  earthquake  which  killed  more  than 
1,600  people  and  left  at  least  1 10,000  homeless 
in  the  Philippines.  The  other  is  an  Emergency 
Appeal  for  victims  of  the  civil  war  in  Liberia. 
No  dollar-amount  goal  was  established  for  ei¬ 
ther  appeal.  The  appeals,  conducted  through  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  are 
numbered  150300-7  for  Liberia  and  240225-1 
for  the  Philippines.  Gifts  in  support  of  these  ap¬ 
peals  may  be  made  through  any  annual  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer. 


ANTI-DRUG  PROGRAM:  a.p. 

Shaw  United  Methodist  Church  in  Washington 
is  the  site  of  a  new  health-access  project  com¬ 
bining  District  of  Columbia  resources  and 
church  resources  in  violence-wracked  Southeast 
Washington.  Last  summer  the  church  was  one 
of  five  Washington-area  “Saving  Stations”  in 
the  United  Methodist  Bishops’  Initiative 
Against  Drugs  and  Violence.  The  church  will 
provide  office  space,  volunteers  and  “moral 
support.” 


SEEK  END  TO  WAR:  United  Method¬ 
ist  Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp,  president  of  the 
denomination’s  Council  of  Bishops,  was  among 
more  than  400  religious  and  trade  leaders  who 
signed  a  recent  appeal  to  the  U.S.  Congress  to 
end  support  for  the  civil  war  in  El  Salvador. 
The  appeal,  organized  by  the  Central  America 
Working  Group,  based  in  Washington,  was  also 
presented  to  the  Salvadoran  government,  to  its 
opposition  party,  Farabundo  Marti  Front  for 
National  Liberation,  and  to  the  United  Nations. 

POLARIZATION  SEEN:  An  evan¬ 
gelical  renewal  leader  in  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  says  he  sees  a  growing  polarization  on 
both  the  theological  right  and  the  left  in  his  and 
other  mainline  denominations.  The  assessment 
was  given  by  the  Rev.  Donald  G.  Bloesch,  a 
professor  at  Dubuque  Theological  Seminary  in 
Iowa  for  34  years  and  the  author  of  30  books.  In 
an  interview,  he  said  that  fundamentalists  and 
evangelicals  are  becoming  more  insular  and  less 
open  to  cooperation  while  liberals  are  swerving 
in  the  direction  of  almost  a  post-Christian  the¬ 
ology  that  is  radically  pluralistic  and  inclusivis- 
tic. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Anti-drug  program  draws  high  praise 

Pastor's  ' Born  Free/Stay  Free '  training  gets  bishop's  backing  to  become  UM  curriculum 


By  DAN  J.  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

EDMOND,  Okla. — A  drug  pre¬ 
vention  program  begun  by  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister  of  religious 
education  in  Rock  Hill,  S.C.,  seven 
years  ago  could  soon  have  church¬ 
wide  support — and  demand. 

At  least  if  Bishop  Felton  E.  May, 
who  leads  the  Council  of  Bishops’ 
Initiative  Against  Drugs  and  Vio¬ 
lence,  has  his  way,  “Bom  Free/Stay 
Free”  will  become  part  of  the  bish¬ 
ops’  fight  against  drugs. 

“This  program  of  drug  preven¬ 
tion,  in  terms  of  shaping  little 
minds  and  little  hearts,  is  second 
to  none,”  said  Bishop  May. 

Spearheaded  effort 

He’s  in  position  to  know.  He 
has  spent  most  of  the  past  year 
studying  the  drug  problems  of  our 
nation,  investigating  church  and 
secular  programs  to  fight  drug 
abuse,  and  looking  for  a  way  for 
our  denomination  to  have  an  im¬ 
pact  on  the  situation.  He  has  also 
spearheaded  a  “demonstration 
project”  of  14  Washington  area 
churches  as  models  of  local-con¬ 
gregation  anti-drug  programs. 

Bishop  May  gave  his  endorse¬ 
ment  to  "Bom  Free/Stay  Free" 
while  preaching  in  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Edmond.  He 


Bishops’  Initiative 
Against  Drugs 
and  Violence 


had  come  to  the  drug-prevention 
training  event  as  one  of  almost  two 
dozen  leadership  trainees. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by 
the  Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  coordinated  by  the  Rev. 
Mackenzie  Thompson. 

The  Rev.  J.  Richard  “Dick” 
Gibson  of  Rock  Hill,  S.C.,  led 
the  volunteer  “leader”  trainees 
in  conducting  a  Bom  Free/Stay 
Free  event  for  about  30  children 
and  their  parents. 

Originated  program 

Mr.  Gibson  is  the  originator  of 
Born  Free/Stay  Free,  which  he 


insists  on  calling  “a  program  of 
drug — including  alcohol — pre¬ 
vention  education.”  Built  on  the 
notion  that  God’s  children  are 
bom  free,  the  program  seeks  to 
help  persons  stay  free  of  drug 
abuse,  said  Mr.  Gibson. 

Mr.  Gibson  is  painfully  aware 
that  not  all  of  God’s  children  are 
bom  free  from  drug  addiction  in 
today’s  society.  But  he  clings  to 
the  belief  that  it  is  still  God’s  will 
that  such  were  true. 

“This  program  is  designed  to 
head  off  problems  before  they  oc¬ 
cur,”  he  said.  “God  gave  individ¬ 
uals  the  ability  to  make  decisions. 
We  work  with  families — children 
and  parents — to  help  equip  them 
to  make  decisions  about  drugs.” 

In  June  1984,  what  had  started 
as  an  extension  of  Mr.  Gibson’s 
own  religious  education  ministry 
became  an  official  program  for 
the  church’s  South  Carolina  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

This  past  June,  Bom  Free/Stay 
Free  became  a  program  of  the 
church’s  nine-state  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction,  and  Mr.  Gibson  was 
appointed  its  coordinator.  For  the 
first  time  since  its  inception,  Mr. 
Gibson  is  being  paid  expressly  to 
administer  the  program. 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
has  received  a  $100,000  grant 
from  an  anonymous  donor  to 


help  underwrite  the  program  for 
the  next  two  years.  The  Inten¬ 
tional  Growth  Center  of  the  Ju¬ 
risdiction,  based  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.,  hopes  to  raise  at 
least  another  $50,000  to  support 
the  program  during  that  period. 

Invited  to  speak 

Bishop  May’s  confidence  in 
Mr.  Gibson’s  program  is  demon¬ 
strated  in  his  invitation  to  Mr. 
Gibson  to  present  the  program  as 
part  of  Bishop  May’s  report  to 
the  Fall  meeting  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops. 

“Bom  Free/Stay  Free  needs  to 
be  in  every  annual  conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  in  every  church  in  each  of 
those  annual  conferences,”  Bish¬ 
op  May  said. 

"And  we  need  to  find  a  way  to 
make  sure  it  gets  there. 

“The  program  breaks  through 
the  denial  and  deals  with  the  re¬ 
alities  of  drugs  where  this  needs 
to  happen — the  local  church.” 

The  Bom  Free/Stay  Free  ap¬ 
proach  is  designed  to  provide 
trained  leaders  to  guide  children 
and  their  parents  through  an  in¬ 
tensive  learning  exprience.  At 
least  one  parent  or  guardian  from 
any  household  that  has  a  child 
participating  must  participate  in 
the  workshop. 


Raises  self-esteem 

Workshops  are  designed  to 
raise  self-esteem,  increase  knowl¬ 
edge  about  drugs  and  drug  abuse, 
improve  communications  within 
families  and  develop  techniques 
for  turning  aside  drug-abuse  invi¬ 
tations. 

A  typical  event  will  involve  par¬ 
ticipants  in  separate  sessions  for 
children  and  parents  on  Friday 
evening  and  all  day  Saturday.  The 
event  culminates  with  a  morning 
session  on  Sunday  and  a  joint  chil- 
dren/parents  session  on  Sunday  af¬ 
ternoon  (see  related  story). 

The  program  is  designed  to  ac¬ 
commodate  any  congregation’s 
needs  relative  to  age  groups 
among  its  children  and  youth. 
The  event  can  be  styled  for  any 
one  of  five  age  groups  or  any 
combination  of  the  groups,  plus 
the  parents. 

Each  age  level’s  experience  is 
given  an  individual  name  within 
the  workshop.  For  example,  pre¬ 
school  children  attend  sessions 
called  “Free  to  Love.”  Other  ti¬ 
tles:  Younger  elementary,  “Free 
to  Learn”;  older  elementary, 
“Free  to  Grow”;  junior  high, 
“Free  to  Decide”;  and  high 
school,  “Free  to  live.” 

The  parents’  workshop  is 
called  "Free  to  Relate.” 


,  REPORTER  ST AFT  PHOTO  BY  DAN  J.  LOUIS 

EDMOND,  Okla. — Bishop  Felton  E.  May  joins  a  group  of  youngsters  on  the  floor  as  they  make 
posters  and  discuss  the  implications  of  drug  and  alcohol  abuse.  Each  participant  wears  a 
"nametag  necklace"  that  adds  an  affirming  adjective  to  his  or  her  name  as  part  of  the  pro¬ 
gram's  effort  to  build  self-esteem. 


Jam-packed  schedule 
still  offers  flexibility 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

EDMOND,  Okla.— When  the 
Rev.  J.  Richard  "Dick”  Gibson 
and  his  leadership  team  lead  a 
Bom  Free/Stay  Free  drug  pre¬ 
vention  education  workshop, 
nothing  is  left  to  chance. 

The  exactness  and  precision 
with  which  the  1 4  hours  of  work¬ 
shop  time  are  rolled  off  in  less 
than  two  days  are  pre-deter- 
mined  by  schedules  as  tight  as 
five  minutes  for  some  activities. 
Yet,  within  that  precision  Mr. 
Gibson  has  built  in  flexibility  to 
accommodate  needs  of  children 
and  parents  participating  in  a 
given  event. 

The  typical  workshop  begins 
late  Friday  afternoon  with  the 
children,  most  often  from  the 
host  congregation.  The  children 
receive  light  refreshment,  are 
greeted  by  their  age-group  lead¬ 
ers  and  escorted  to  their  work¬ 
shop  area  in  the  church  facilities. 


The  Friday  afternoon  session 
will  be  the  first  of  four  two-hour 
session  for  the  children  within  48 
hours.  Their  parents  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  two  two-hour  sessions  on 
Friday  and  Saturday.  The  chil¬ 
dren  and  parents  will  share  a 
closing  two-hour  session  on  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon. 

The  100-page  leaders'  manual, 
via  instructions,  illustrations,  sam¬ 
ple  materials  and  the  all-important 
schedule,  helps  ensure  that  leader¬ 
ship  responsibility  is  assigned  for 
each  activity  and  that  each  leader 
will  be  significantly  involved 
throughout  the  workshop. 

Each  age  level  has  its  own.  indi¬ 
vidual  theme  that  runs  throughout 
the  workshop  with  a  common  em¬ 
phasis  on  individual  freedom. 

Those  interested  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  should  write:  Bom  Free/ 
Stay  Free,  The  Rev.  Dick  Gib¬ 
son,  321  S.  Oakland  Ave.,  Rock 
Hill,  S.C.  29730. 

—DAN.  /.  LOUIS 


Layman  takes  year  off  to  work  against  drugs  and  violence 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— Would  you 
put  your  career  on  hold  for  a  year, 
take  a  salary  cut 
and  separate  your¬ 
self  from  your 
wife  and  child  to 
work  on  a  special 
mission  of  The 
United  Methodist 
Church? 

Steve  Drachler  of  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  is  doing  just  that. 

This  year  the  statehouse  news  re¬ 
porter  is  admi  :strative  assistant  to 
Bishop  Felton  t.  May,  leader  of  the 
special  yearlong  Bishops’  Initiative 


Against  Drugs  and  Violence 
Every  Sunday  night,  Mr. 
Drachler  leaves  his  wife,  Michelle, 
and  their  8-year-old  daughter, 
Stephanie,  in  Pennsylvania's  capital 
to  return  to  Washington. 

On  weekdays,  Mr.  Drachler  fields 
telephone  calls,  arranges  visits, 
meets  with  pastors  of  14  churches 
involved  in  cooperative  ministries 
projects,  guides  visitors,  does  re¬ 
search,  writes  reports  and  unties 
countless  administrative  “knots”  in 
coordinating  The  United  Methodist 
Church's  fight  against  drug  abuse 
and  urban  violence. 

Why  does  he  do  it? 

“I  had  long  felt  a  call  to  serve  the 
church  in  some  capacity,”  said  Mr. 


REPORTER  STAFf  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTli 


Drachler,  who  is  a  certified  lay 
speaker  and  has  served  on  district 
and  annual  conference  committees. 

After  Bishop  May  asked  him  to 
help  with  advance  planning  on  the 
anti-drug  campaign.  Mr.  Drachler’s 
call  to  serve  became  clear. 

“On  the  way  home  in  the  car,  it 
just  hit  me  that  Bishop  May  would 
need  someone  to  help  him,”  he  re¬ 
called.  “The  next  night,  I  blurted  out 
to  my  wife:  ‘Honey,  I  want  to  go  to 
Washington  with  Bishop  May.’  ” 

Mrs.  Drachler  said  her  first  reac¬ 
tion  was  fear.  “But  that  wasn’t  a 
sufficient  reason  not  to  do  it,"  she 
said. 

At  first,  not  even  Bishop  May 
thought  Mr.  Drachler’s  proposal 
was  a  good  idea. 


Steve,  Michelle  and  Stephanie 
Drachler  have  been  challenged 
by  his  year  of  service. 

“When  he  told  me  what  he  want¬ 
ed  to  do,  I  said,  ‘Well,  that’s  very 
nice,  but  no  thanks,’  ”  Bishop  May 


said.  “But  Steve  was  very  persistent 
and  very  prepared.  It  became  clear 
to  me  that  God  was  guiding  him.” 

A  complicated  set  of  personal  and 
economic  circumstances  had  to  be 
negotiated  for  Mr.  Drachler  to  obtain 
a  leave  of  absence  from  his  position 
as  Harrisburg  bureau  chief  for  "The 
Morning  Call”  in  Allentown.  Pa. 

But  slowly  things  fell  into  place — 
even  to  a  $4,000  housing  allowance 
put  up  by  the  Drachlers’  congrega¬ 
tion,  29th  Avenue  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Harrisburg. 

Such  an  effort  may  seem  monu¬ 
mental — perhaps  even  foolhardy — 
to  observers.  But  the  Drachlers  in¬ 
sist  they're  merely  taking  advantage 
of  an  opportunity. 

“It’s  nothing  heroic,”  Mr. 


Ex-dealer  tells  kids:  'Don't  do  drugs' 


FORT  WASHINGTON,  Md. — Nathaniel  Haggins,  1 7,  (left)  tells  a  ju¬ 
nior  high  group  "don't  do  drugs"  during  a  session  at  Grace  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON— Nathaniel 
Haggins  was  the  toughest  of  the 
gang  members. 

The  teen-ager 
dealt  drugs,  stole 
cars  and  con¬ 
quered  all  his 
competitors  while 
a  student  at  Oxon 
Hill  (Md.)  High  School. 

One  day  he  came  up  against  a 
force  he  couldn’t  overcome. 

That  was  the  day  his  former  sev¬ 
enth  grade  teacher,  Carolyn  Hill, 
grabbed  Nathaniel  by  his  collar  and 
threw  him  up  against  a  wall. 

“My  heart  was  so  hard  that  if 
anybody  else  had  approached  me 
like  she  did,  I  probably  would’ve 
put  a  gun  to  their  head,”  Nathaniel 
has  said  of  the  incident. 

Ms.  Hill,  now  youth  director  at 
Westphalia  United  Methodist 


Church  in  Upper  Marlboro,  Md., 
told  Nathaniel  she  saw  something 
in  him  he  didn’t  see  in  himself. 

Then  she  got  him  to  attend  wor¬ 
ship  with  her. 

Nathaniel  went  armed  the  first 
time  and  had  two  fellow  gang  mem¬ 
bers  as  bodyguards.  But  at  the  insis¬ 
tence  of  Ms.  Hill,  a  ministerial 
student  at  UM-related  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  he  joined  Bible  study. 

In  a  few  weeks,  he  put  up  his  guns 
and  gave  his  life  to  Christ. 

This  summer  Nathaniel  was  a 
shining  light  of  the  tent  ministry 
that  is  part  of  the  Bishops’  Initiative 
Against  Drugs  and  Violence. 

One  morning  he  enthralled  a 
roomful  of  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
graders  with  the  story  of  how  faith 
turned  his  life  around. 

“I  was  training  to  be  a  hit  man,” 
Nathaniel  told  the  youngsters.  “I’ve 
been  shot,  stabbed  and  jailed.  I  owned 


a  Mercedes  when  I  was  13  that  I 
bought  with  cash  from  dealing.” 

At  that  moment,  a  power  black¬ 
out  darkened  the  classroom  at 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Fort  Washington,  Md. 

“Now  I  can  really  tell  you  some¬ 
thing,”  Nathaniel  said.  “It’s  darker 
than  this  in  solitary  [confinement  in 
prison].  The  rooms  are  metal.  It 
stinks.  The  toilet  is  always  broken. 
All  you  can  do  is  push-ups. 

“I  don’t  want  to  be  your  parents. 
I  just  want  to  say  don’t  do  drugs. 
There  was  no  need  for  me  to  do  all 
the  things  I  did  just  to  get  a  ‘rep’ 
[reputation].” 

Nathaniel  has  been  expelled  from 
school,  but  he  has  a  job  and  is  strug¬ 
gling  to  stay  away  from  the  violence 
of  the  streets. 

“I’m  just  trying  to  stop  kids  from 
taking  that  last  step  like  I  did,  be¬ 
cause  it’s  a  terrible  step,”  he  said. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Drachler  demurred.  “We  saw  it  as 
an  opportunity  to  fulfill  my  yearn¬ 
ing  for  service,  to  do  something  for 
the  next  generation.” 

Mrs.  Drachler  agreed.  “It’s  been  a 
challenge,  but  that’s  not  necessarily 
bad,”  she  said.  “I’ve  had  to  leam 
self-reliance.  But  we’ve  also  learned 
how  valuable  we  are  to  each  other 
as  a  family.  We  don’t  take  each  oth¬ 
er  for  granted.” 

His  time  with  Bishop  May  has 
convinced  Mr.  Drachler  that  lay- 
people  are  an  untapped  force  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 


Concerned  About 
The  Condition 
Of  Your  Stained 
Glass,  Wood,  Mortar 
^  Stone  Or  Slate? 


Do  you  need  someone  you 
can  truly  trust?  Do  you 
need  a  Craftsman? 

1-800-232-1395 

Call  for  an  appraisal 
or  if  you  just  need 
information  request 
our  booklet"How  To 
Restore  &  Protect 
Stained  Glass." 

326  North 
Royal  Avc. 

Front  Royal 
VA  2263d 
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Faith 

= connections 

GOAL  SURPASSED:  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Zimbabwe  have  gone  over  a  $1  million 
goal  for  church  development,  with  some  reports 
still  not  in  hand.  By  Sept.  15  the  church  had 
raised  $1.2  million  in  a  drive  that  began  July 
29.  The  goal  in  Zimbabwe  is  to  build  250 
churches  during  the  next  five  years,  accdrding 
to  Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa.  The  country  has 
about  450  United  Methodist  congregations. 

TERM  REJECTED:  “Racial  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority”  is  no  longer  an  appropriate  term  for 
United  Methodists,  according  to  a  survey  re¬ 
leased  by  the  church’s  task  force  dealing  with 
words  used  to  refer  to  ethnic  groups.  On  ques¬ 
tionnaires  returned  by  the  denomination’s  four 
national  ethnic  caucuses,  Pacific  Island  United 
Methodists,  and  local  churches  in  the  Western 
Jurisdiction,  people  said,  “call  me  who  I  am — 
Asian-American,  African-American,  Hispanic.” 
In  its  recent  meeting  in  Burlingame,  Calif.,  the 
church’s  General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
.Race  also  reviewed  the  task  force’s  first  draft  of 
a  study  guide. 

RE-ELECTION  PROPOSED:  Bar¬ 
bara  R.  Thompson  was  nominated  for  re-elec¬ 
tion  as  general  secretary 
(chief  executive)  of  the 
United  Methodist  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race 
at  its  recent  meeting  in  Bur¬ 
lingame,  Calif.  Final  deci¬ 
sion  on  electing  chief  staff 
executives  of  program  agen¬ 
cies  rests  with  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  General  Council 
on  Ministries.  The  religion  and  race  group  re¬ 
elected  Associate  General  Secretaries  Evelyn 
Fitzgerald,  Esdras  E.  Rodriguez-Diaz,  Warren 
Hill,  Kenneth  Deere  and  Hidetoshi  Tanaka. 

MOUNTAIN  MINISTRY:  The  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  in  Appalachia  celebrated 
its  25th  anniversary  recently  with  a  three-day 
gathering  at  Jackson’s  Mill,  W.Va.,  attended  by 
more  than  300  participants.  The  Knoxville- 
based  commission  is  composed  of  17  Protestant 
denominations,  including  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Roman  Catholics  and  10  state  coun¬ 
cils  of  churches.  During  its  past  25  years, 
churches  have  supported  some  1 90  community 
organizations  in  Appalachia  with  more  than 
$6.5  million  in  contributions  through  CORA. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Retiring  Women's  Division  leader  praised 

Theressa  Hoover  lauded  for  commitment,  fairness  during  22  years  as  a  top  executive 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— When  Theressa 
Hoover  was  young,  her  father 
showed  her  what  it  meant  to  as¬ 
sume  responsibility  and  act  with 
integrity. 

During  her  many  years  with  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  she  has  fol¬ 
lowed  his  lead. 

In  her  hometown  of  Fayette¬ 
ville,  Ark.,  the  hospital  where 
James  Hoover  worked  paid  trib¬ 
ute  to  him  by  naming  a  geriatrics 
wing  after  him.  And  in  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  a  United  Methodist 
Church  has  been  named  after  his 
daughter. 

Now,  more  tributes  are  coming 
to  Theressa  Hoover  as  she  nears  a 
December  retirement  after  22 
years  as  the  top  executive  for 
United  Methodist  Women.  A  spe¬ 
cial  celebration  during  this  week’s 
meeting  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  honored  her 
service. 

Commitment,  fairness  cited 

Commitment,  understanding, 
fairness  and  experience  are  all- 
words  that  others  use  to  describe 
her. 

Joyce  Sohl,  nominated  to  suc¬ 
ceed  her  as  deputy  general  secre¬ 
tary,  credited  Ms.  Hoover  with 
being  open  to  change  while  “hold¬ 
ing  firm  to  things  she  thought  were 


crucial  to  the  Women’s  Division.” 

“Theressa  is  not  one  to  fly  off 
the  handle,”  she  added.  “There  is 
a  consistent  approach  you  can 
depend  on.” 

Like  many  others,  Ellen  Kirby 
considered  her  a  mentor  when 
she  joined  the  Women’s  Division 
staff  in  1969. 

“1  was  immediately  taken  by 
her  personality,  her  commitment, 
her  vision,”  Ms.  Kirby  said. 

Ms.  Hoover — who  grew  up  at¬ 
tending  a  small  Methodist  church 
in  the  Ozark  Hills — first  became 
involved  in  what  would  become  a 
lifetime  commitment  when,  as  a 
college  senior,  she  was  approached 
by  some  women  from  the  Little 
Rock  Methodist  Council. 

At  the  time,  black  churches 
were  segregated  into  what  was 
called  the  Central  Jurisdiction. 
In  1948,  she  became  a  Women’s 
Division  field  worker  for  that  ju¬ 
risdiction.  But,  she  recalls,  the 
division  often  used  her  in  a  de¬ 
liberate  attempt  to  break  the  col¬ 
or  barrier. 

In  1958,  Ms.  Hoover  moved  to 
New  York  as  secretary  of  legisla¬ 
tion  and  general  welfare  for  the 
Section  of  Christian  Social  Rela¬ 
tions  of  the  former  Methodist 
Church.  She  also  served  as  assis¬ 
tant  general  secretary  of  the  Sec¬ 
tion  of  Program  and  Education, 
from  1965-68. 

Barbara  Campbell,  who  has 
worked  with  Ms.  Hoover  for  31 


years,  said  she  brought  with  her 
to  the  agency  an  insider’s  under¬ 
standing  of  its  history  and  expe¬ 
rience  at  the  grass-roots  level. 

She  also  brought  a  fighting 
spirit  and  dedication  to  the 
Women’s  Division,  Ms.  Camp¬ 
bell  added. 

“Theressa  is  not  intimidated 
by  rank  and  authority,”  Ms. 
Campbell  explained.  “There  are 
those  in  our  church  who  believe 
anything  a  bishop  wants,  a  bish¬ 
op  ought  to  get.  That  is  simply 
not  her  understanding  on  how 
power  and  authority  are  to  be  ad¬ 
ministered.” 

Vocal  about  mistakes 

Ms.  Hoover  has  been  vocal 
about  mistakes  she  feels  have  been 
made  since  the  division  became  a 
part  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
1972.  Programs  and  institutions 
historically  tied  to  the  Women’s 
Division  were  shifted  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  and  World  divisions,  often 
“without  real  commitment  to  our 
mission,”  she  has  said. 

That  mission  has  always  fo¬ 
cused  on  the  needs  of  women 
and  children,  issues  that  still  are 
not  taken  seriously  enough  by 
church  or  society,  she  often  has 
said. 

In  recent  years,  the  division 
has  bought  back  buildings  that 
were  faltering  in  the  hands  of 
others,  including  the  former 


Hispanic  ministries  plan  outlined 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

LOS  ANGELES — Proposals 
for  a  national  plan  to  foster  con¬ 
gregational  development  and 
community  services  among  His- 
panics  began  to  take  shape  dur¬ 
ing  the  Oct.  5-7  meeting  here  of 
the  32-member  United  Method¬ 
ist  committee  charged  with  its 
development. 

Elements  of  the  plan  being 
drafted  for  presentation  to  the 


1992  General  Conference  in¬ 
clude  a  national  committee  to  co¬ 
ordinate,  implement  and 
evaluate  the  church’s  ministry 
and  programs  and  a  national 
Hispanic  office  with  at  least  one 
full-time  staff  person  related  to 
the  denomination’s  Council  on 
Ministries. 

A  national  Fund  for  Program 
Development  would  be  put  in 
place  to  help  create  new  Hispanic 
congregations,  as  well  as  funding 


on  jurisdictional  and  conference 
levels.  Work  would  be  carried  on 
callaboratively  with  all  denomin¬ 
ationwide  agencies,  while  a 
trained  corps  of  lay  missioners 
will  work  with  clergy  to  nurture 
new  faith  communities. 

U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census  sta¬ 
tistics  predict  a  Hispanic  popula¬ 
tion  of  more  than  31  million  in  10 
years  and  more  than  140  million 
by  2080,  representing  nearly  30 
percent  of  the  U.S.  population. 


GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BY  |OHN  C.  GOODWIN 

NEW  YORK — Theressa  Hoover  will  retire  Dec.  31  after  22 
years  as  top  executive  of  the  Women's  Division.  Her  lifetime 
of  work  for  The  United  Methodist  Church  is  drawing  tributes 
across  the  denomination. 


Scarritt  College  in  Nashville, 
which  was  started  more  than  100 
years  ago  with  the  “pennies  and 
prayers”  of  Methodist  women. 

The  site  was  rescued  “from  the 
bulldozers”  by  the  division,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Ms.  Hoover,  and  turned 
into  Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  an 
education  and  retreat  center. 

The  Women’s  Division  is  cur¬ 
rently  working  with  the  National 
Division  on  plans  for  better  man¬ 
agement  of  other  national  insti¬ 
tutions  owned  by  the  Women’s 
Division. 

With  a  $20  million  annual 
budget  and  an  $87  million  in¬ 
vestment  portfolio,  “most  people 
would  grant  us  power  because  of 


the  dollar,”  Ms.  Hoover  said.  But 
she  sees  the  division’s  real  power 
coming  from  “a  constituency 
that  is  informed  and  not  protect¬ 
ed  from  the  difficult.” 

According  to  Ms.  Campbell, 
Ms.  Hoover  runs  the  division  in 
a  way  that  allows  both  staff  and 
volunteers  “to  use  their  talents 
and  skills  to  the  fullest.” 

She  often  takes  young  women 
and  newcomers  under  her  wing. 
When  Jan  Love,  now  a  leader  in 
the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
was  a  young  division  director, 
Ms.  Hoover  and  her  staff  “gave 
me  opportunities  for  cultivation 
that  I  was  not  even  aware  of  at 
the  time,”  Ms.  Love  explained. 


Support  the  Africa 
University  Project 
Because  YOU  Can 
Make  a  Difference! 


At  the  1988  General  Conference,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  accepted  the  proposal  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  to  raise  $20  million 
during  the  current  quadrennium  to 
begin  the  Africa  University. 
Resnonsibility  for  equipping  the  ii- 
braAof  the  College  of  Theology  was 


accepted  by  the  General  Board  of 
Publication  and  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  With  the  assistance 
and  recommendations  of  seminary  li¬ 
brarians,  a  basic  list  of  about  7,500 
titles  has  been  compiled.  Total  fun¬ 
draising  goal  in  support  of  the  library's 
development  is  $1  million. 


How  you  can  help  support  the  Africa 
University  Library ! 


Special  Commemorative  Hymnal 
To  support  the  Library  Fund,  Cokesbury 
has  prepared  a  special  Africa  University 
Edition  of  The  United MetbodL <t  Hymnal.  This 
navy  blue  Pew  Edition  is  embossed  in  gold 
with  the  Africa  University  emblem  on  the 
cover.  You  pay  only  SI  1 .95  — and  $1 .50  of  it 
goes  to  the  Africa  University  Library  Fund 
in  your  name! 

AU0-285395.  SI  1.95 


Cokesbury 

Book!  •  Bible*  •  Church  Supplies  / 

© 


Commemorative  Christmas  Cards 
Also  available  for  purchase  in  support  of  the 
Libraiy  Fund  are  5  sets  of  Christmas  Cards. 
Each  set  contains  12  cards  — 3  each  of  A 
similar  designs.  The  cards  are  attractive  and 
reasonably  priced.  For  each  set  sold  at 
$2.95,  50c  will  be  donated. 

Set  of  12.  each.  $2.95 
AU0-280586.  Stained  Glass 
AU0-280597.  Shepherds 
AU0-280600.  Embossed  Asst. 
AU0-28061I.  Christmas  Cameos 
AU0-280564.  Bethlehem  Series 

Call  1-800-672-1789  toll  free,  order  by 
mail  from  your  Cokesbury  Service  Cen¬ 
ter,  or  visit  your  Cokesbury  store. 

SalLifaetum  guaranteed!  Add  .<ale.<  tax  where 
applicable.  For  order,'  up  to  SjO,  add  S2  for 
trauoportalum. 

P-214-UMR 


Ethnic  leaders  hope  'cells'  they 
start  will  become  new  churches 


By  ALICE  M.  SMITH 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA — Aside  from  their 
church  affiliation,  what  do  United 
Methodists  Olga  Chaffin,  a  Hispan¬ 
ic  woman  from  Atlanta;  Stanley 
Washington,  an  African-American 
man  from  Youngstown,  Ohio;  and 
Luc  Dessieux,  a  Haitian  man  from 
Miami,  have  in  common? 

They,  along  with  eight  other  per¬ 
sons,  comprised  the  first  graduating 
class  Aug.  1 0  of  the  School  for  New 
Congregational  Development  at 
Emory  University’s  Candler  School 
of  Theology. 

The  school  is  a  joint  project  of 
the  theological  school,  its  World 
Methodist  Evangelism  Institute  and 
the  United  Methodist  boards  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
Global  Ministries  and  Discipleship. 

They  know  their  ethnic  group 

Each  participant  is  committed  to 
establishing  small  Christian  “cells,” 
which  could  grow  into  congrega¬ 
tions  or  chartered  churches,  among 
his  or  her  own  ethnic  group  under  a 
new  program  launched  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  The  program 
operates  on  the  theory  that  these 
persons  best  know  the  language  and 
culture  of  their  own  ethnic  groups, 
and,  therefore,  are  best  suited  to 
reaching  others. 

Another  11  persons  completed 
the  first  four-week  course  of  a  two- 
year  program  and  will  graduate  next 
summer.  The  22  participants,  all 
laypersons,  come  from  diverse 
backgrounds  and  represent  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  racial  and  ethnic  groups. 

Each  has  been  identified  as  hav¬ 
ing  the  necessary  talents  for  minis¬ 
try,  and  many  will  go  on  to  become 
licensed  local  pastors  in  the  denom¬ 
ination. 

Organized  cell  group  in  home 

Ms.  Chaffin  said  she  finds  it  easy  to 
reach  other  Hispanic  persons  because 
she  knows  “how  they  think,  how  they 
feel  and  how  to  approach  them.”  Af¬ 
ter  completing  her  first-year  course, 
she  organized  a  cell  group  in  her 
home  wfth  three  couples. 

The  group  has  grown  and  now 


Luc  Dessieux 


. . .  Haitian  lay  leader  in  Florida 

holds  regular  services  at  Briarcliff 
United  Methodist  Church.  Ms. 
Chaffin  has  become  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  has  completed  education¬ 
al  requirements  to  obtain  a  license 
to  preach  in  the  denomination. 

Mr.  Washington,  a  retired  postal 
worker,  has  long  been  active  in  the 
denomination,  holding  annual  con¬ 
ference  positions  and  now  serving 
as  director  of  the  conference  board 
of  discipleship.  He  is  presently  at 
work  establishing  a  predominantly 
black  congregation  in  Youngstown. 

Mr.  Dessieux  is  a  full-time  local 
pastor,  working  among  Haitians  in 
Miami.  Other  lay  missioners  will 
work  with  Cambodians,  Samoans 
and  inner-city  residents  who  are 
from  the  Appalachians. 

A  portion  of  each  student’s  ex¬ 
penses  is  paid  by  his  or  her  annual 
conference,  which  also  provides  sup¬ 
port  for  new  congregations  started 
by  the  missioners.  For  example,  the 
North  Georgia  Annual  Conference 
is  developing  a  procedure  whereby 
such  congregations  can  enter  into  a 
written  agreement  and  exist  as  a 
mission  church  before  formal  con¬ 
stitution  as  a  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  idea  of  reaching  out  to  the 
unchurched  by  inviting  them  to  be¬ 
come  part  of  a  small  fellowship  is 
not  a  new  idea,  pointed  out  the 
Rev.  H.  Hal  Knight,  one  of  the 


school’s  instructors.  A  similar 
method  was  employed  by  Method¬ 
ism’s  founder  John  Wesley  and  was 
the  heart  of  the  early  Methodist 
movement,  he  said. 

Although  some  missioners  are 
new  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  “they  see  that  what  they 
are  doing  is  what  Wesley  did.  That 
excites  them,”  Dr.  Knight  added. 

The  Rev.  George  E.  Morris,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Institute,  said  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  success  is  already  exceeding 
his  dreams.  “If  our  denomination  is 
to  grow,  we  have  to  learn  how  to  es¬ 
tablish  new  congregations  among 
(racial  and  ethnic  groups).  We  can¬ 
not  continue  to  concentrate  all  our 
time  and  resources  in  wealthy  sub¬ 
urbs  and  pretend  to  have  the  mind 
of  Christ,”  he  said. 

Alice  M.  Smith  is  director  of  the  news 
service  for  tlje  Georgia  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications  Council \  Atlanta. 


Methodist  Medical  Center,  Dallas,  Texas 

now  hoi  a  Medical  Director  in  the  Dept,  of  Physical  Medicine 
&  Rehabilitation.  Samuel  M.  Bierner,  MO  specializes  in  the  di¬ 
agnosis  &  nonsurgical  treatment  of  neck  and  back  pain,  nerve 
disorders  and  chronic  painful  or  disabling  conditions. 

For  an  appt.  call  (214)  944-5834  or  write  for  free  brochure: 
P.0.  Box  224987,  Dallas,  TX  75222.  Dr.  Bierner  is  Board  Cer¬ 
tified  in  Physical  Medicine  and  in  Electrodiagnostic  Medicine. 
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SILK  SCREENED 

APRONS 

Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
today? 

•  Yellow  apron  with  navy  imprint  (AUM501)- 

•  White  apron  with  royal  imprint  (A(JM502) 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint 
(ACJM503) 

•  j^elly  green  apron  with  white  imprint  (ACJM504) 

*  36"  long  and  24"  wide 

*  Durable  easy-care  fabric 

♦  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

♦  Quality  crafted  in  Mew  Yoik  State 

,Apton  (ACIM501,  AUM502  AUM503,  ACJM504)  $9.  two 
oprons-$16.  six  aprons-$42  Add  sales  lax  for  delivery 
Tn  H.Y  Satisfaction  or  refund.  Also  available  for  other 
?  denominations. _ 

MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Rawson  Rd.  CUM.,  Cuba,  N.Y.  14727 
(716)  437-2923 


25%  OFF  To  Churches 
Orders  800-848-2131,  Shipped  Today 

TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 


CHURCH 

TORCH 

CANDLE® 


I  ' 


“REAL  CANDLELIGHT” 

■  Safe 

■  Clean 

•  Beautiful 

"...non-flammable  cup " 

SHIELDING  THE  FLAME  FROM 
FIRE  HAZARDS 

"...collects  wax " 

MAINTAINS  CLEANLINESS, 
STOPS  WAX  DRIPPING  ON 
PEOPLE'S  HANDS  AND  FLOORS 

"...reusable" 

CUP  CAN  BE  USED  REPEATEDLY 
FOR  MORE  SERVICES 

"...d  iff  even  t  colours  " 

CUP  COLOURS  -  RED, 

BLUE,  CLEAR 

Church  Torch  Candle  comes 
complete  with  candle  and  cup 

"  ...price" 

packaged  100/box  $  79.00/box 

packaged  400/case  $289. 00/case 

"...size" 

candle  7"  x  9/16" 

FREE  SHIPPING 
TOLL  FREE  ORDER 

1-800-387-1044 

NEWVILLE  88 
CORPORATION 
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Faith  dimensions  5 
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Religious  bigotry  and  proselytizing 
erupts  at  U.  S.  military  installations 


By  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Religious  bigotry 
and  proselytizing  have  erupted  on 
U.S.  military  bases  and  installations. 

That  was  the  claim  by  two  United 
Methodist  military  chaplains  ad¬ 
dressing  members  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  agency  that  oversees  or¬ 
dained  and  diaconal  ministry  and 
chaplaincy  for  the  denomination 
during  its  meeting  Oct.4-5. 

Need  to  respond 

The  Division  of  Chaplains  and 
Related  Ministries  was  challenged 
in  two  presentations  to  recognize 
and  respond  to  a  need  for  more  bib¬ 
lically  equipped  clergy  and  laity  in 
mainline  churches  to  counter  the 
trend  of  Christian  fundamentalism 
and  its  negative  implications  and 
intolerance  practiced  by  a  new  ge¬ 
nus  of  chaplains  on  U.S.  military 
bases. 

Recently,  a  fundamentalist  Chris¬ 
tian  chaplain  was  dismissed  after  he 
refused  to  hold  services  following  a 
Roman  Catholic  service  until  an 
“exorcism”  was  performed  in  the 
base  chapel,  said  the  Rev.  “Doc” 
Jones,  a  U.S.  Air  Force  chaplain. 

“The  Protestant  consensus  is  now 
coming  apart  at  the  seams,”  said  the 


Rev.  Bill  Libby,  who  is  retired  after 
29  years  as  a  U.S.  Army  chaplain. 

Traditional,  liberal  practices  by 
mainline  Christian  and  Jewish 
chaplains — including  interfaith  ac¬ 
tivities,  a  ban  on  proselytizing  (ille¬ 
gal  in  Saudi  Arabia,  for  instance), 
advocating  the  rights  of  other  reli¬ 
gious  minorities,  and  a  willingness 
to  minister  to  or  find  counsel  for 
people  in  other  faiths  or  no  faiths — 
are  being  neglected,  Mr.  Libby  said. 

Instead,  “the  new  corps  of  funda¬ 
mentalist  chaplains  are  publicly 
preaching  intolerance,  trying  to  re¬ 
cruit  others  to  their  faith,  and 
damning  people  to  hell  for  not  be¬ 
lieving  as  they  do,”  he  said. 

Ironically,  mushrooming  num¬ 
bers  of  fundamentalist  chaplains 
and  the  problems  they  bring  came 
in  the  1970s,  the  chaplains  agreed. 

Pressure  on  military 

During  that  time,  the  military, 
along  with  other  sectors  of  society, 
were  pressured  to  open  their  ranks 
to  heretofore  marginalized  groups, 
specifically  women  and  people  of 
color. 

Also  during  that  time,  however, 
new  Christian  churches  and  groups 
were  forming,  demanding  recogni¬ 
tion  and  seeking  legitimacy. 

Many  of  their  clergy,  in  tum, 
were  accepted  as  chaplains. 


HU  PHOTO 

Chaplains  such  as  Navy  Lt.  Cmdr.  William  Tumbleson  (right)  help 
ease  the  burdens  of  military  service  through  their  ministries.  How¬ 
ever,  two  United  Methodist  chaplains  recently  alleged  that  some 
fundamentalist  Christian  clergy  serving  on  U.S.  military  bases  and 
installations  are  “publicly  preaching  intolerance,  trying  to  recruit 
others  into  their  faith,  and  damning  people  to  hell  for  not  believing 
as  they  do." 


Review 


New  'Catch  the  Spirit'  format  promises  that 
issues  will  be  examined  in  greater  depth 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

The  first  thing  that  may  catch 
your  attention  in  the  new  season  of 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  is  the  music. 

The  bluesy  version  of  “Every 
time  I  feel  the  Spirit”  is  a  striking 


departure  from  the  bland  sort  of 
holy  Muzak  heard  on  many  reli¬ 
gious  programs.  This  spiritual  sig¬ 
nals  that  something  new  is  afoot 
with  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations’  weekly  TV  show. 

For  one  thing,  the  show’s  new 


producer,  the  Rev.  Kathleen  LaCa- 
mera,  uses  longer  segments  than 
most  “news  magazine”  programs 
do,  so  that  topics  can  be  examined 
in  greater  depth. 

Thus  the  program  for  the  week  of 
Oct.  14  was  able  to  devote  more 
time  to  the  pivotal  role  played  by 
the  church  in  peacefully  bringing 
down  the  communist  government 
of  East  Germany,  an  important  sto¬ 
ry  which  the  commercial  networks 
have  barely  mentioned. 

Two  men  disagree 

The  program  for  the  week  of  Oct. 
2 1 ,  which  focuses  on  education,  fea¬ 
tures  two  United  Methodists  who 
actually  disagree  with  each  other  on 
camera. 

Most  religious  broadcasters  pres¬ 
ent  their  organizations  as  being  all 
sweetness  and  light,  free  of  conflict 
and  wallowing  in  harmony. 

Ms.  LaCamera,  however,  has  the 
courage  to  invite  Judge  J.  Taylor 
Phillips  from  Georgia  and  the  Rev. 
Vemon  Denney  from  Northern  In¬ 
diana  to  a  studio  discussion  of  reli¬ 
gion  in  public  education. 

Mr.  Denney  stresses  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  separating  church  and  state 
while  Judge  Phillips  blames  the 
courts  for  eliminating  nearly  all  ref¬ 
erence  to  religion  and  values  from 
the  curriculum  of  public  schools. 

Judge  Phillips  is  plainly  wrong: 
our  courts  have  consistently  held 
that  schools  can  and  should  educate 
children  about  religion.  It  has  been 


teachers,  administrators,  curricu¬ 
lum  editors  and  textbook  publishers 
who  have  been  so  afraid  of  offend¬ 
ing  someone  while  discussing  reli¬ 
gion  who  have  avoided  the  topic 
altogether. 

Judge  Phillips  also  does  not  seem 
to  have  noticed  how  educators  are 
making  amends  for  their  sins  of 
omission.  Still,  it  is  refreshing  to 
hear  divergent  viewpoints  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  official  media  of  a 
denomination. 

More  exciting  visually 

The  new  season  also  has  a  more 
exciting  visual  look.  In  the  Oct.  21 
episode,  for  example,  a  correspon¬ 
dent  new  to  the  series,  John  Go- 
heen,  shows  us  the  first  day  of 
school  from  the  perspectives  of  chil¬ 
dren,  parents  and  teachers. 

Shirley  Parris’  “Moment  of 
Faith”  meditation  about  “launch¬ 
ing  out  into  the  deep”  is  nicely  set 
in  a  marina. 

The  program  for  the  week  of  Oct. 
28  takes  us  into  another  kind  of  ter¬ 
rain,  a  juvenile  detention  facility  in 
New  Jersey,  where  young  offenders 
are  learning  how  to  write  plays  and 
are  seeing  them  performed.  Here  we 
see  youths  acting  out  the  struggle 
between  good  and  evil  with  real 
authenticity. 

This  reviewer  liked  the  old  ver¬ 
sion  of  “Catch  the  Spirit” — but  the 
new  season  promises  to  be  even 
better. 


Brooklyn  United  Methodist  Shirley  Parris  will  appear  in  three  Octo¬ 
ber  editions  of  "Catch  the  Spirit,"  the  national  television  series  of 
The  United  Methodist  church. 


History  of  “j™"0 

'Audacious  apostate'  becomes  joyful  Christian  hymnist 


Come,  ye  sinners,  poor  and  needy. 
Weak  and  wounded,  sick  and  sore; 
Jesus  ready  stands  to  save  you, 

Full  of  pity,  love  and  power; 

He  is  able. 

He  is  willing;  doubt  no  more. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Joseph  Hart,  author  of  these 
words,  was  bom  in  London.  Reared 
in  a  Christian  home,  he  received  an 
excellent  education.  Because  of  his 
knowledge  of  classic  literature  and 
languages  he  became  a  highly  es¬ 
teemed  teacher. 

For  a  number  of  years  he  drifted 
from  the  faith  of  his  family  and,  by 
his  own  confession,  became  a 
“loose  backslider,  an  audacious 
apostate,  and  a  bold-faced  rebel.” 

In  1757,  at  age  45.  he  experienced 
a  spiritual  awakening  in  a  service  at 
a  Moravian  Chapel  in  London.  Out 
of  that  experience,  Hart  became  a 
joyful,  radiant  Christian  and  found 
great  joy  in  his  new  relationship 
with  God. 

His  love  of  literature  caused  him 
to  dabble  in  the  writing  of  poetic 


verse  as  a  frequent  pastime.  Now 
because  of  his  newfound  Christian 
experience,  he  turned  his  talents  to 
the  writing  of  Christian  hymns. 

In  the  spring  of  1759  Mr.  Hart 
published  a  collection  of  his  hymns 
that  was  widely  used.  It  was  in  this 
collection  that  "Come,  ye  sinners, 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  a  roommate  who  is  a  per¬ 
fectionist.  She  gets  upset  if  I  do  not 
dry  the  dishes  but  leave  them  in  the 
drainer.  She  gets  upset  if  I  leave  my 
clothes  in  the  dryer  five  minutes  af¬ 
ter  it  stops.  She  thinks  we  should 
mail  the  rent  a  week  in  advance.  I 
could  go  on  and  on.  We  have  a 
lease,  so  I  cannot  move  out.  Is  there 
any  way  I  can  get  her  to  relax  a 
little? 

Cindy 


poor  and  needy”  first  appeared. 

Largely  because  of  the  reception  of 
his  hymnal,  Mr.  Hart  was  urged  to 
undertake  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
His  friends  procured  for  him  an  old 
wooden  meetinghouse  in  London  on 
Jewin  Street,  and  he  became  pastor  of 
an  independent  congregation. 


Dear  Cindy: 

I  don ‘t  know  if  you  can  gel  her  to 
change,  but  you  can  change  the  way 
you  think  about  the  situation  so  you 
do  not  upset  yourself  about  it. 

Instead  of  telling  yourself  that 
"She  ought  to  be  different  "  why  not 
tell  yourself,  "She  is  the  way  she  is 
and  I  am  not  going  to  let  it  spoil 
things  for  me"? 

Then  you  remain  in  control.  You 
can  decide  what  you  want  to  go 
along  with  and  what  you  want  to 
stand  firm  about  and  talk  about  it 
with  her  in  a  calm  and  rational 


An  ardent  Calvinist,  Mr.  Hart  be¬ 
came  a  powerful  preacher,  and 
throngs  attended  his  services.  When 
he  died  in  1768.  it  was  reported  that 
more  than  20,000  people  attended 
his  funeral  at  BunhiU  Fields,  London. 
NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"My  Faith  Looks  Up  to  Thee" 


manner  because  you  have  not  upset 
yourself first. 

I  think  this  is  an  application  of  the 
Christian  lifestyle  which  works  in 
many  situations.  It  is  not  a  substi¬ 
tute  for  prayer  but  a  way  of  living 
out  our  faith  daily. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL ./'  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266-027S. 


Dear  i^nrah 

How  can  I  get  my  roommate  to  relax  a  little ? 


Fundamentalism  is  seen 


as  threat  to  faith  groups 


By  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  threat  of  fun¬ 
damentalism  to  traditional  Christian¬ 
ity  and  other  faiths  and  to  the  politi¬ 
cal  and  social  fiber  to  the  whole 
society  was  explored  recently  by  the 
Rev.  James  Barr,  a  professor  of  He¬ 
brew  Bible  at  Vanderbilt  University. 

In  a  speech  at  the  early  October 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  Dr.  Barr  described  the 
growing  fundamentalist  movements 
among  Christians  and  other  faith 
groups  as  “the  most  difficult  chal¬ 
lenge  for  the  church  in  our  time. 

“It  is  no  accident  that  fundamen¬ 
talism  is  having  its  heyday  when, 
throughout  most  of  society,  com¬ 
mitment  to  religion  is  slipping 
away,  when  our  consciousness  is 
disintegrating,"  said  Dr.  Barr,  au¬ 
thor  of  “Fundamentalism”  and  an 
ordained  clergyman  in  the  Church 
of  Scotland. 

“Fundamentalism  builds  upon 
splits,”  he  said,  citing  recent  schisms 
among  moderate,  conservative  and 
fundamentalist  Southern  Bantiets. 


To  meet  the  challenge,  Dr.  Barr 
said,  mainline  religions  must  move 
from  leaving  doctrine  and  theology 
in  the  hands  of  an  elite  few  scholars 
and  theologians. 

Rather,  he  said,  to  counter  the 
appeal  and  mass  movement  within 
fundamentalist  churches,  masses  of 
well-informed  lay  and  clergy  per¬ 
sons  in  mainline  churches  must  be 
equipped  with  a  “clear  command  of 
the  Bible.” 

Mainline  preachers  must  rely  more 
heavily  on  the  Bible  for  their  preach¬ 
ing,  and  share  that  knowledge  with 
laity,  he  said. 

“Fundamentalism  is  cowardly.  It 
does  not  want  to  discuss  unless  it  can 
win,”  he  said. 

“That  is  where  Methodism,  with 
its  history  of  lay-led  Bible  study  and 
discussions,  can  be  a  strong  counter 
to  simplistic  views. 

“The  Bible  still  points  in  several 
directions:  Catholic,  moderate,  lib¬ 
eral,  social  liberation,  Unitarian. 
Scripture  needs  that  kind  of  free¬ 
dom  of  interpretation  to  have 
meaning  in  the  lives  of  God’s  peo¬ 
ple,”  he  said. 


Hong  Kong  churches  urged 
to  develop  'truth'  networks 


By  DAVID  LIN 

Religious  News  Service 

HONG  KONG — Churches  in 
Hong  Kong  are  being  urged  to  build 
networks  for  spreading  the  “truth” 
as  Hong  Kong  braces  for  1997, 
when  control  of  the  British  colony 
is  scheduled  to  pass  to  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China. 

The  Rev.  Lo  Lung-Kwong,  vice 
chairperson  of  the  Hong  Kong 
Christian  Patriotic  Democratic 
Movement,  urged  the  creation  of 
such  networks  at  a  recent  seminar 
that  featured  comments  by  an  East 
German  Lutheran  pastor  on  the 


church’s  role  in  fostering  political 
change  in  East  Germany. 

Mr.  Lo  noted  that  the  challenges 
facing  the  churches  in  Hong  Kong 
are  similar  to  those  facing  the  East 
German  churches. 

But  he  warned  that,  unlike  the 
well-structured  churches  in  East 
Germany,  the  churches  in  Hong 
Kong  are  more  fragmented  and 
could  be  “easily  disintegrated”  by 
the  new  government  unless  they  de¬ 
velop  stronger  networks. 

The  seminar  was  organized  by 
both  Protestant  and  Catholic 
churches  and  was  attended  by  about 
70  persons. 


Review. .  _ 

Book  explores  'vibrant  hope ' 
of  the  Ten  Commandments 


"Believe  in  the  God  Who  Believes 
in  You,"  by  Robert  H.  Schuller. 
Nashville:  Thomas  Nelson  Publish¬ 
ers,  1989.  297  pages. 

By  JEFFERSON  D.  CASKEY 

Typical  of  Dr.  Schuller’s  other  writ¬ 
ing,  “Believe  in  the  God  Who  Be¬ 
lieves  in  You"  is  another  book  of  his 
“Possibility  Thinking”  philosophy. 

There  is  no  place  in  this  book  for 
mere  rhetoric.  Beginning  with  the 
opening  pages  the  reader  comes  to 
know  that  there’s  much  for  the  Ju- 
deo-Christian  reader  to  ponder: 
Maintaining  self-respect,  salvaging 
self-esteem,  preserving  human  dig¬ 
nity,  recovering  from  shame. 

Here  the  Ten  Commandments 
take  on  a  vital,  fulfilling  meaning. 

In  the  first  Commandment,  for  in¬ 
stance.  Dr.  Schuller  writes  with  as¬ 
surance  that  believers  can  have 
pride  without  arrogance,  self-esteem 
without  narcissism,  dignity  without 
conceit,  individualism  without 
selfishness. 

With  further  emphasis  he  raises  a 
question  about  these  words — pride, 


honor,  self-respect,  dignity,  glory, 
self-worth — with  the  following: 

“Can  you — can  anyone — live 
without  these  self-affirming 
perspectives?”(p.  1 2) 

There  is  nothing  in  Dr.  Schuller’s 
interpretation  of  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  that  is  not  vibrant  with 
enthusiastic  hope. 

Indeed,  the  "Possibility  Thinker” 
assuringly  writes  that  the  Com¬ 
mandments  won’t  take  the  fun  out 
of  life  but  will  tum  the  sun  on  it; 
they  will  put  the  pride  back  into 
one’s  life  and  take  the  shame  out. 

The  digressions  in  “Believe  in  the 
God  Who  Believes  in  You”  will  be 
memorable  for  the  reader. 

Dr.  Schuller  and  Mother  Teresa 
are  intimate  friends.  Mother  Teresa 
is  trying  to  save  people  from  physi¬ 
cal  starvation  while  Dr.  Schuller  is 
trying  to  save  people  from  emotion¬ 
al  starvation. 

For  both.  Love  is  a  wellspring  of 
enthusiasm!  Optimism!  Creativity! 

For  those  seeking  help  in  a  trou¬ 
bled  world,  there  is  a  gold  mine  of 
wisdom  to  be  found  in  "Believe  in 
the  God  Who  Believes  in  You.” 


Spirituality  in 
politics  issue 
splits  group 

Religious  News  Service 

ESTES  PARK,  Colo. — The  place 
of  spirituality  in  politics  recently  di¬ 
vided  drafters  of  the  first  policy 
platform  of  The  Greens,  a  six-year- 
old  grassroots  movement  which  fo¬ 
cuses  on  environmental  issues,  non¬ 
violence  and  changing  economic 
and  political  systems. 

Delegates  to  the  movement’s 
third  annual  national  meeting  nar¬ 
rowly  approved  a  plank  on  spiritu¬ 
ality  alongside  planks  on  social  jus¬ 
tice,  education,  energy  and  other 
policy  issues,  despite  opposition  of 
many  Greens  who  say  spiritual  is¬ 
sues  have  no  place  in  the 
movement. 

About  350  persons  from  37  states 
attended  the  meeting.  Greens  lead¬ 
ers  say  there  are  3,000  members  on 
national  membership  rolls,  plus  an 
unknown  number  at  the  local  level 
who  are  not  registered  nationally. 

Greens  helping  draft  the  plank  in¬ 
cluded  a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter,  a  Catholic,  a  Quaker,  an  atheist, 
a  pagan,  a  Buddhist,  a  Hindu  and  a 
Native  American,  said  Linda  Neale, 
a  Green  and  Quaker  from  Oregon. 


lefferson  D.  Caskey  is  a  professor 
of  library  science  at  Western  Ken¬ 
tucky  University  in  Bowling  Green 
and  a  frequent  reviewer  for  the 
Reporter. 


Poems  of  the  Week 

DIFFERENT  ANSWERS 

They’re  almost  unbelievable — 
some  prayer  answers 
You  sent  so  fast 
they  took  my  breath  away 
And  made  me  laugh. 

I  thank  You. 

I  thank  You  there  were  other  times 
it’s  seemed 
You’ve  left  me 
way  out 
in  the  dark 
alone 
to  wait . . . 

Until  You  became 
more  important 
than  any  answer 
I  was  looking  for. 

—NANCY  SPIEGELBERG 

TO  EACH  A  SEASON 

That  I  might  be. 

When  I  meet  death. 

The  cherished  rose 
Dropping  its  petals 
While  wafting  fragrance 
And  special  beauty 
to  its  last  breath. 

—ANGELA  GALL 
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CONFERENCE  COMMITTEE 

ON 

YOUTH  SERVING  MINISTRIES 


Recognition  For  Adult 


Torch  Award 


For  recognizing 
outstanding 
leadership  at 
the  national  level. 


For  recogniz¬ 
ing  outstanding 
leadership  at 
the  annual 
conference 


For  recogniz¬ 
ing  outstanding 
leadership  at 
the  local 
level. 


God  &  Service 


Bishops  Award  of  Excellence 

The  Bishop’s  Award  of  Excellence  is  given  to  the  Youth  Serving  Minis¬ 
tries  as  recognition  of  outstanding  quality.  It  is  presented  by  the  Bishop  to 
the  Pastor,  group  leader  and  one  member  of  the  group  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 


Boy  Scouts  learn  many  skills  needed  throughout  life  as  they  camp  and  hike 
and  go  about  their  program  and  receive  their  awards  at  Courts  of  Honor. 
Cub  Scouts  are  ages  six  through  10;  Boy  Scouts,  ages  11  through  17;  Ex¬ 
plorers  are  young  men  and  women  ages  14  through  21.  There  are  also  spe¬ 
cial  handicapped  Scout  and  Explorer  units. 


Churches  today  embrace  a  wide  variety  of  activities  in  their  ministry 
with  children  and  youth.  There  is  no  single  activity  that  meets  the  needs  of 
all  churches.  The  broad  spectrum  of  environments  and  situations  in  which 
young  people  find  themselves  further  amplifies  the  necessity  for  churches 
to  exercise  care  in  selecting  those  activities  that  meet  their  own  needs  most 
effectively. 

Only  if  a  congregation  regards  a  youth  serving  program  as  an  integral 
part  of  its  youth  ministry  program  can  it  be  assured  that  the  full  potential 
of  the  agency  will  be  realized.  It  is  integral  in  that  it  is  understood  by  pa¬ 
rishioners  to  be  a  part  of  the  church’s  ministry,  and  because  it  enters  into 
the  planning  process  of  the  decision-making  bodies  of  the  congregation, 
the  basic  ideals  of  the  agency  have  been  thoroughly  examined  and  it  be¬ 
comes  part  of  the  church’s  program.  It  is  not  considered  a  frill  or  a  loosely 
attached  appendage  but  an  important  part  of  the  church’s  total  ministry. 


111.  COD  AND  CHURCH  IV.  COO  4  til 

ACES  11-14  ACES  15-20 


Girl  Scouts  learn  many  things  about  themselves,  others  and  other  coun¬ 
tries  as  well  as  our  own. 


The  God  and  Country  series  is  a  program  of  the  Church  that  is  built  on 
the  objective  that  young  persons  need  to  grow  in  their  understanding  of 
what  Christians  believe,  to  see  how  others  have  translated  that  belief  into 
action,  and  to  discover  how  they  may  translate  their  own  belief  into  action 
in  the  home,  the  local  church  and  the  world.  In  addition,  the  program 
strives  to  help  the  learner  master  the  materials,  regardless  of  where  he  or 
she  is  in  his  or  her  present  state  of  growth. 


I  can  think  of  no  more  meaningful  paths  to  character  building  and  matu¬ 
rity  than  the  Youth  Serving  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  My 
own  experiences  in  4-H  club  and  scouting  were  foundations  for  personal  and 
spiritual  growth.  Every  United  Methodist  Youth  should  be  encouraged  to 
participate  in  these  opportunities  for  service. 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden, 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT  YOUR  DISTRICT  COORDINATOR  OR  CONFERENCE  COORDINATOR  Ray 
Holt,  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  423  Live  Oak,  Sulphur,  LA  70663. 


DISTRICT  COORDINATORS 


Acadiana  District 
Linda  Boswell 
3934  Walnut  Drive 
Opelousas,  LA  70570 

Beverly  Langford 
101  Live  Oak  Boulevard 
Lafayette,  LA  70503 

Alexandria  District 
A1  Vahlkamp 
c/o  Baskin  Robbins 
MacArthur  Village 
Alexandria,  LA  71301 


Baton  Rouge  District 
David  Phillips 
3825  Robert 
Zachary,  LA  70791 
Don  Shelmire 
5486  San  Juan 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70811 
Lake  Charles  District 
Michael  L.  Hammett 
Route  1,  Box  459 
Jennings,  LA  70546 
Monroe  District 
Roscoe  Jones 


1702  Lexington 
Monroe,  LA  71201 

Joe  Marie  Hanna 
305  Warwick 
Monroe,  LA  7 1 203 
New  Orleans  District 
Harry  Regan 
4409  Vixen 

New  Orleans,  LA  70 1 3 1 

North  Shore  District 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Harris 
38374  Reiniger  Road 


Denham  Springs,  LA  70726 
Ruston  District 
Jimmy  Rogers 
908  Park  Highway 
Minden,  LA  71055 

James  and  Loretta  Owens 
P.O.  Drawer  1 
Ruston,  LA  71270 

Shreveport  District 
Doug  Smith 
Route  1,  Box  428-B 
Bossier  City,  LA  7 1 1 1 2 


SHREVEPORT  LA  71104 
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Monday  evening,  September  24,  our  plane  touched  down  at  the 
New  Orleans  airport.  As  we  landed,  Marilyn  turned  to  me  and  said, 
“Doesn’t  it  feel  good  to  be  back  on  Louisiana  land!”  It  did  and  it 
does. 

The  Discipline  requires  every  United  Methodist  bishop  to  take  a 
Renewal  Leave  of  up  to  three  months  once  every  four  years.  While  we 
marked  off  July,  August,  and  September  for  our  leave,  pressing  Con¬ 
ference  concerns  dictated  that  we  cut  it  down  to  eight  weeks.  This 
leave  is  not  a  vacation  or  specifically  a  study  leave.  It  is  a  structured 
Renewal  Leave  and  the  details  must  be  approved  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  I  also  must  reflect  (in  writing)  to  the  Council  and  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  Committee  on  Episcopacy  on  the  experience  of  the  leave. 

We  spent  two  weeks  in  the  British  Isles  where  Marilyn  and  I  fol¬ 
lowed  Wesley’s  footprints  across  very  beautiful  terrain.  I  brought 
“Louisiana  greetings”  to  five  Methodist  churches  from  the  largest  (in 
Leatherhead,  a  London  suburb),  to  smaller  congregations.  We  visited 
the  New  Room  in  Bristol  (the  beginning  place  of  the  Wesleyan  Reviv¬ 
al)  and  the  City  Road  Chapel  in  London  (Methodism’s  Mother 
Church).  We  were  in  Wells  the  day  the  Bishop  of  Wells  was  named 
the  new  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  The  appointment  surprised  the 
nation  as  the  nominee  was  one  of  England’s  youngest  bishops.  (That 
felt  good  because  he  is  my  age!)  We  visited  Scotland  and  Wales.  I  had 
interesting  talks  with  the  president  of  the  English  Methodist  Church 
and  also  Lord  Donald  Soper,  considered  by  many  to  be  the  greatest 
evangelist  of  Methodism. 

Then  after  a  ten-day  stint  back  in  the  office,  we  went  to  northern 
New  Mexico,  to  the  Sangre  de  Christo  Retreat  Center.  There  I  spent 
three  weeks  working  with  the  staff  of  the  Center  (especially  Brother 
Bernard,  the  director)  on  the  subject  of  clergy  spiritual  renewal  in 
mid-career.  I  learned  a  lot  about  burn-out  and  stress.  I  only  hope  I 
can  apply  what  I  learned;  both  in  my  own  life  and  my  work  with  pas¬ 
tors  in  mid-career. 

In  Colorado  for  three  weeks,  I  spent  time  in  the  Iliff  School  of  The¬ 
ology  Library  studying  the  history  and  theology  of  the  itineracy  and 
the  ecumenical  tradition  of  our  denomination.  We  also  burrowed  up 
in  our  high  mountain  cabin  where  we  watched  in  wonder  as  aspen 
leaves  changed  from  green  to  gold  and  orange.  The  fact  that  our  only 
grandchild  (an  eight-month  old  beauty  named  Chelsea)  was  only  one 
and  one-half  hours  away  certainly  made  our  renewal  a  richer  experi¬ 
ence. 

We  are  back  in  full  swing.  I  spent  the  last  weekend  in  September  in 
the  Ruston  District  on  a  Shepherd’s  Visit.  I  preached  three  times, 
spoke  at  a  very  well-attended  district  laity  breakfast,  helped  Wesley 
Chapel  celebrate  its  1 50th  birthday,  dedicated  a  new  retired  minis¬ 
ter’s  home  at  Downsville,  attended  a  Board  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  and  visited  a  total  of  16  churches  —  all  in  three 
days! 

The  activity  is  productive.  Reports  of  the  Conference  Center  offer¬ 
ing  are  encouraging,  Vision  2000  is  progressing,  and  plans  for  the 
March  9  Gathering  are  underway.  (We  now  have  over  1 500  persons 
recruited  for  the  choir  and  can  still  use  more!) 

Life  is  good.  Work  and  witness  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ  give 
meaning  even  to  conflict  and  routine. 

The  Renewal  Leave  was  good,  and  it’s  great  to  be  back. 


November  Conference  Calendar 

2  World  Community  Day,  Church  Women  United 
4-9  Council  of  Bishop's  Meeting,  Fort  Worth 

6  Vision  2000  Task  Force  Training  for  Monroe  District,  Ray- 
ville  Church,  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

7  Vision  2000  Task  Force  Training  for  Shreveport  District, 
Broadmoor  Church,  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

8  Vision  2000  Task  Force  Training  for  Ruston  District,  Trinity 
Church,  Ruston,  7:00-9:00  p.m. 

9-11  Junior  High  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria 

10  United  Methodist  Women  School  of  Christian  Mission  Com¬ 
mittee,  David  Haas  Memorial,  Bunkie 

11-13  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Monroe  District 

14- 15  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge,  9:00  a.m. 

15  SCJ  Council  Directors  Meeting,  Dallas 

15- 18  SCJ  Urban  Ministries  Network,  New  Orleans 

16  SCJ  Council  on  Ministries,  Dallas 

18  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Sunday 

18-20  Shepherd’s  Visit  —  Acadiana  District 

22  Thanksgiving 

25  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

26  Conference  Worship  Committee,  Headquarters  Building, 
10:00  a.m.  1 

29-Dec.  2  United  Methodist  Women  New  Officer’s  Training 
Event,  New  York  City 


In  Memoriam 

Verna  Coburn,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Jay  Coburn,  died  October  7, 
1990.  Visitation  was  held  at  McNeely  Funeral  Home  in  Ponchatoula, 
October  9.  Services  were  held  October  10  at  First  UMC  in  Poncha¬ 
toula. 

Mary  Facen,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  Sandy  Facen,  died  October  7, 
1990.  She  was  97  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


Media  Related 
Scholarships  Available 


United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  located  in  New  York  City  is 
now  offering  two-media  related 
scholarships  for  interested  and 
qualified  students. 

The  $1,000  Leonard  M.  Perry¬ 
man  Communications  Scholarship 
for  Ethnic  Minority  Students  is  of¬ 
fered  in  recognition  of  Mr.  Perry¬ 
man,  a  journalist  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church  for  nearly  30 
years. 

The  scholarship  is  intended  to  aid 
Ethnic  Minority  undergraduate  stu¬ 
dents  (junior  or  senior)  who  have 
intention  to  pursue  a  career  in  reli¬ 
gious  communication  and  are  at¬ 
tending  an  accredited  institution  of 
higher  education. 

The  purpose  of  the  scholarship  is 
to  enable  the  recipient  to  continue 
his/her  studies  in  communication 
and  to  promote  a  level  of  excellence 
in  communication  on  the  under¬ 
graduate  level  by  an  Ethnic  Minor¬ 
ity  student.  The  term  communica¬ 
tion  is  meant  to  cover  various  me¬ 
dia  as  audiovisual,  electronic  and 
print  journalism.  Application  forms 
for  the  1991-1992  academic  year 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the 
Scholarship  Committee  of  the  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  Communications, 
Suite  1901,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 

The  annual  $6,000  Stoody-West 
Fellowship  in  Journalism  is  offered 
in  recognition  of  the  professional 
competence  and  inspired  service  of 
Dr.  Ralph  Stoody  and  Dr.  Arthur 
West,  leaders  in  public  relations 
and  Methodist  information  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  from 
1940  to  1975. 

The  grant  is  to  assist  a  Christian 
engaged  in  religious  journalism,  or 
one  planning  to  enter  the  field,  in 
graduate  study  at  an  accredited 
school  or  department  of  journalism 
of  his  or  her  choice. 

The  purpose  of  the  fellowship  is 
to  enhance  the  recipient’s  profes¬ 
sional  competence  and  thereby  help 
to  perpetuate  the  standards  exem¬ 
plified  by  Ralph  Stoody  and  Arthur 
West.  Applications  for  the  1991- 
1992  academic  year  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  writing  to  the  Fellowship 
Committee  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Communications  in  New  York. 
Completed  applications  for  either 
scholarship  must  be  mailed  by  Feb¬ 
ruary  1, 1991. 


Dedication  of  Home 
to  be  Held 

A  special  Service  of  Dedication  will  be  held  for  the  recently  constructed 
retired-minister’s  home  located  in  Ruston,  Sunday,  October  28  at  2  p.m. 
Rev.  William  M.  Stokes  Jr.  is  the  resident  of  this  home. 

This  project  was  a  joint  venture.  The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board 
contributed  $30,000  and  Rev.  Stokes  and  friends  provided  the  remainder 
of  the  cost. 


The  beautiful  brick  home  was  built  on  property  which  was  donated  to 
the  Board  by  the  T.  L.  James  Company.  The  house  is  located  near  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Tech  campus. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  19th  Annual  Fashion  Show, 
Luncheon  and  Silent  Auction  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Methodist  Hospital 
Auxiliary  will  be  held  Tuesday,  No¬ 
vember  13,  10:30  a.m.  at  the  Fair¬ 
mont  Hotel  in  New  Orleans. 
Co-chairs  for  the  1990  event  are 
Mrs.  Robert  Fortenberry  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Mancuso.  Auxiliary  presi¬ 
dent  is  Mrs.  Thomas  Giraud.  For 
ticket  information,  contact  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Development  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Health  System  Foundation  at 
(504)  244-5950. 

*  *  * 

The  Wesley  United  Campus  Min¬ 
istry  at  the  University  of  Southwest¬ 
ern  Louisiana  (USL)  in  Lafayette, 
will  hold  its  4th  annual  Wesley 
Builders  and  Alumni  Dinner  on 
Friday,  November  2  at  7  p.m.  The 
event  will  take  place  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  Fellowship 
Hall.  Alumni  and  friends  of  Wesley 
are  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more 
information  contact  the  Wesley  of¬ 
fice  (318)  235-6073.  Rev.  Don  Ross 
is  the  Campus  Minister. 

*  *  * 

The  41st  anniversary  of  the  Se¬ 
nior  Ushers  of  Haven  UMC  in  New 
Orleans  will  be  celebrated  October 
28  at  the  church.  The  theme  for  the 
event  is  “Working  in  God’s  House 
with  Harmony.”  Rev.  Roosevelt 
Malone,  Pastor  of  Mount  Pilgrim 
Baptist,  also  in  New  Orleans,  is  the 
featured  speaker.  The  morning  wor¬ 
ship  will  feature  a  city-wide  variety 
of  talent  from  churches  throughout 
the  city. 

*  •  * 

A  Clinical  Pastoral  Training 
course  focusing  on  Marriage  and 
Family  Counseling  will  be  offered  at 
Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital  in 
Pineville,  Monday,  October  2% 
1990,  at  8:30  a.m.  This  course  will 
continue  for  eight  weeks.  Students 
can  earn  two  semester  hours  of  sem¬ 
inary  credit  by  completing  this 
course.  Also,  Licensed  Professional 
Counselors  in  the  state  of  Louisiana 
may  earn  Continuing  Education 


Hours  that  are  approved  by  the 
Louisiana  Association  of  Counsel¬ 
ing  and  Development  (LACD). 
These  contact  hours  will  be  award¬ 
ed  on  the  basis  of  actual  participa¬ 
tion.  Opportunity  will  be  given  to 
attend  lectures  and  to  participate  in 
clinical  experiences. 

*  *  * 

A  homiletics  workshop,  featuring 
Dr.  James  Wharton  from  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  at  Southern 
Methodist  University,  will  take 
place  Monday,  November  19  from 
10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  at  Christ  Church 
Cathedral  in  New  Orleans.  Regis¬ 
tration  begins  at  9:30  a.m.  A  wor¬ 
ship  service  will  take  place  at  10:00 
a.m.  with  Dr.  Wharton  preaching, 
followed  by  lunch.  A  second  presen¬ 
tation,  allowing  time  for  questions, 
will  then  be  held.  Sponsoring 
groups  are  the  Diocese  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  the  Presbytery  of  South  Louisi- 
ana  and  the  Federation  of 
Churches.  All  United  Methodist 
ministers  are  encouraged  to  attend. 

•  *  • 

St.  Francisville  UMC  will  con¬ 
duct  its  Fall  Revival  October  28,  29 
and  30  at  7  p.m.  each  evening.  On 
Sunday,  however,  everyone  will 
gather  at  6  p.m.  for  a  covered  dish 
supper  before  the  service.  Guest 
preacher  for  the  event  is  Rev.  Larry 
Stafford,  pastor  of  Blackwater 
UMC  in  Baker.  Rev.  Harold  Babin 
is  pastor  of  St.  Francisville  UMC. 

•  •  * 

The  Youth  Ministries  of  Wesley 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  will  present 
the  “Battle  of  the  Banners”  Satur¬ 
day,  October  27.  A  parade  and  bal¬ 
loon  launch  is  scheduled  10-1 1  a.m. 
at  First  UMC,  East  Boulevard  to 
Government  streets.  The  contest 
and  musical  will  take  place  11:30 
a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.  at  Wesley.  Judges 
will  select  the  winning  banners.  It  is 
requested  that  all  prize  money  re¬ 
ceived  benefit  the  Youth  Service 
Fund,  or  fund  a  favorite  charity  or 
mission  project. 

*  •  * 


'Proclamation  '91'  Coming 
in  April 


Politics,  war,  families  in  crisis, 
love,  community,  justice  and  peace 
loom  large  as  the  world  moves  to¬ 
ward  the  21st  century.  The  chal¬ 
lenge  of  training  Christian 
preachers  to  address  those  issues  in 
the  context  of  faith  is  growing,  ac¬ 
cording  to  church  trend  experts. 

At  least  600  clergypersons  and 
others  concerned  with  preaching 
and  worship  will  study  the  role  of 
prophetic  preaching  in  the  next  cen¬ 
tury  during  “Proclamation  ’9l,”  an 
April  15-19,  1991,  symposium 
sponsored  by  two  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“Preaching  is  taking  on  new 
forms  as  a  result  of  developments  in 
theology,  scriptural  interpretations, 
mass  media  culture  and  an  increas¬ 
ing  awareness  of  the  global  commu¬ 
nity,”  said  Rev.  Thomas  H. 
Troeger,  a  theologian  and  associate 
professor  of  preaching  at  Colgate 
Rochester  Divinity  School  in  New 


York.  Rev.  Troeger  is  the  keynote 
speaker  for  the  conference. 

He  will  present  four  lectures  on 
“Preachers  in  Search  of  Their  Ser¬ 
mons,”  examining  historical  and 
contemporary  forces  that  shape  in¬ 
terpretation  of  Scripture,  and  advis¬ 
ing  preachers  how  to  mold  sermons 
relevant  to  the  times  in  which  they 
live. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  the  denomination's  Sec¬ 
tion  on  Worship,  both  based  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  are  co-spon¬ 
soring  this  third  “Proclamation” 
event.  The  1983  and  1986  gather¬ 
ings  involved  more  than  1,200 
preachers  and  worship  leaders  repre¬ 
senting  United  Methodists  and  oth¬ 
er  churches. 

More  information  and  registra¬ 
tion  materials  are  available  from 
Cokesbury  Seminars,  P.O.  Box  801, 
Nashville,  TN  37202,  1-800-672- 
1789. 


To  All  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Insurance  Subscribers 

This  is  to  notify  you  that  all  medical  and  dental  invoices  incurred 
during  1990  must  be  sent  to  the  insurance  company  no  later  than 
March  31,  1991,  in  order  to  be  eligible  for  the  benefits.  The  invoices 
should  be  mailed  to  the  following  address: 

Employee  Benefit  Services,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  51005 
Shreveport,  LA  71 135-1005 


C Around  the  Conference ^ 


is  joined  by  Rev.  William  O.  Byrd  and  wife  Billie  at  carnival  activi¬ 
ties  held  September  22.  Rev.  Byrd,  founding  minister  of  University, 
was  the  guest  preacher  at  worship  services  on  the  23rd  in  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  church's  43rd  birthday.  Other  Founder's  Day  Celebra¬ 
tion  events  included  guest  preachers  Rev.  Jack  O'Dell  and  Dr. 
William  H.  Hinson,  as  well  as  the  annual  carnival  for  missions. 


First  UMC  in  West  Monroe  recently  presented  the  children  who 
were  promoted  to  the  third  grade  with  Bibles  from  their  church 
family.  The  presentation  was  made  during  a  worship  service.  Shown 
I.  to  r.  are:  (back  row)  Luther  Branch  and  Maxine  Lawrence;  (front 
row)  Jack  Daniel  Strother,  Drew  David  Gibson,  and  David  Craig 
Byargeon. 


Time  Change  This  Weekend 

Daylight  saving  time  begins  at  2  a.m.  Sunday.  Remember  to  set  your  clocks, 
back  one  hour  before  you  go  to  sleep  Saturday  night. 
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Editorial  — 

Is  yours  a  'push'  or  'pull'  faith? 


Realist. 

Idealist. 

Which  best  describes  how  you  see 
yourself  and  prefer  to  be  seen  as  a 
Christian  believer? 

Before  you  respond,  consider  an 
instructive  analysis  from  a  secular 
perspective. 

A  recent  essay  in  a  respected  po¬ 
litical  science  journal  pointed  out 
that  American  foreign  policy — and, 
by  extension,  the  prevailing  self-im¬ 
age  of  American  citizens — since 
World  War  11  “has  been  dominated 
by  a  philosophy  of  realism.” 

As  defined  by  the  essay,  “realist” 
philosophy  views  relationships  pri¬ 
marily  as  “a  struggle  for  power.” 

Hence,  one  who  is  a  “realist”  as¬ 
sumes  the  inevitability  of  conflict 
and  the  “realistic”  need  to  use  force 
for  achieving  one’s  goals. 

Sound  familiar?  It  should,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  the  current  climate  of 
widespread  drumbeating  to  “do 
something"  about  Saddam  Hussein. 
Or,  consider  our  society’s  propensi¬ 
ty  to  deal  with  its  problems  as  war¬ 
fare:  “war  on  drugs,”  “war  on 
crime,”  “war  on  poverty,”  etc. 

Even  many  of  us,  as  Christians, 
uncritically  adopt  a  “realist”  out¬ 
look  by  selectively  using  Scripture 
to  justify  using  force  as  a  first  resort 
for  dealing  with  our  enemies. 

But  wait.  The  essay  goes  on  to  con¬ 
tend  that  Americans  are  heirs  of  a 
more  basic  and  ultimately  more  real¬ 
istic  worldview:  that  of  the  “idealist.” 

According  to  this  view,  vital  wit¬ 
nesses  to  ideals  such  as  peace,  free¬ 
dom  and  justice  are  far  more 
dynamic  motivators  of  human  con¬ 
duct  than  brute  force. 

In  other  words,  experience  shows 
that  it’s  not  the  “push”  of  coercive 
power  but  the  “pull”  of  a  compelling 


vision  that  elicits  the  best  and  most 
noble  qualities  in  human  nature. 

We  agree. 

In  fact,  the  experience  of  the 
church  testifies  magnificently  to 
that  simple  but  oft-ignored  truth. 
For  example,  how  else  to  explain: 

•/  The  extraordinary  50-year  rec¬ 
ord,  as  recently  celebrated  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief,  of  challenging  people  to  respond 
to  desperate  human  needs  (see  relat¬ 
ed  stories  elsewhere  in  this  issue)? 

•f  The  compelling  logic  and  effec¬ 
tiveness  of  a  pastor’s  drug  prevention 
program  rooted  in  a  vision  of  God’s 
intent  that  people  be  bom  free  and 
remain  free  (see  UMR,  Oct.  1 9)? 

S  The  amazing  witness  of  Eastern 
European  Christians  to  Jesus’  com¬ 
mand  to  love  one’s  enemies  and  the 
resulting  non-violent  revolution  that 
has  swept  that  part  of  the  world? 

As  Christians,  we  need  to  be 
bolder  than  we  often  are  in  claiming 
our  identity  as  followers  of  a  Holy 
Idealist/Realist. 

Like  Jesus,  we  should  minimize 
our  reliance  on  coercive  "push”  tac¬ 
tics  to  advance  God’s  kingdom.  In¬ 
stead,  we  should  maximize  efforts 
to  “pull”  ourselves  and  others  clos¬ 
er  to  that  kingdom  by  proclaiming 
and  living  His  powerful  ideal  of 
love  for  God  and  neighbor. 

Doing  so  need  not  blind  us  to 
power  struggles  and  human  conflict 
as  facts  of  life  in  a  fallen  world.  The 
aggression  of  a  ruthless  dictator  may 
leave  us  no  reasonable  alternative, 
for  example,  to  the  use  of  force. 

Witnessing  boldly  to  our  ideals, 
however,  will  lessen  the  likelihood 
of  too-easy  resignation  to  “reality.” 
It  will  increase  the  likelihood  of  em¬ 
bodying  the  Spirit  that  transforms 
reality  by  making  “all  things  new.” 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


What  do  you  think? — 

Views  aired  on  using  God's  name  'in  vain' 


Is  it  a  grave  matter  to  violate  the  Third  Commandment  against 
using  God's  name  'in  vain'? 


The  Reporter  recently  asked 
readers  if  they  agreed  with  the 
Sept.  28  editorial  that  it  is  a 
"grave  matter”  to  take  God’s 
name  in  vain.  Here’s  a  sampling 
of  responses: 

W.E.  Moore,  Goodlettsville, 
Tenn.:  Indeed,  I  believe  that  vio¬ 
lating  the  Third  Commandment 
to  refrain  from  taking  God’s 
name  “in  vain”  is  morally  and 
spiritually  a  “grave  matter.” 

I  believe  that  taking  God’s 
name  in  vain  is  a  sin  for  several 
reasons,  the  main  one  being  the 
fourth  as  stated  in  your  editorial: 
“It  is  an  insidious  form  of  lying.” 

Challengers  Sunday  school 
class,  Palestine,  Texas:  Thank 
you  very  much  for  your  Sept.  28 
editorial  headlined,  “Don’t  mis¬ 
use  God’s  name.” 

Individually  and  as  a  group  we 
agree  that  violating  the  Third 
Commandment  is  morally  and 
spiritually  wrong  and  should  be 
avoided  as  much  as  refraining 
from  breaking  the  other  com¬ 
mandments. 

David  O.  White,  Tolland, 
Conn.:  I  believe  that  the  Third 
Commandment  is  misunder¬ 
stood  when  it  is  applied  to  the 
use  of  God’s  name  as  profanity 
or  what  we  often  refer  to  as 
swearing  or  cursing.  Yet,  profani¬ 
ty  is  not  the  same  as  taking  God’s 
name  in  vain.  Profanity  in  books 
and  movies  adds  little  or  nothing 
to  the  story  being  told. 

However,  I  believe  that  God  is 
upset  with  our  use  of  any  form  of 
profanity,  e.g.  the  Lord’s  name, 


four-letter  words,  because  of  the  in¬ 
ner  feelings  that  we  have  toward 
others  or  toward  situations  that 
causes  us  to  utter  these  upsetting 
words.  They  may  sound  hard  to 
our  ears,  but  what  is  hard  to  God  is 
the  motivation  for  being  profane. 

J.C.  Skinner,  Westlake,  La.: 
The  Bible  means  what  it  says! 
Thank  you  for  your  editorial. 

Ruth  M.  Miller,  Muskogee, 
Okla.:  In  response  to  your  article 
on  the  misuse  of  God’s  name,  I 
object  to  the  “misuse”  of  the 
name  of  God  on  bumper  stickers, 


billboards,  roof  tops,  etc.  I  refer 
to  such  things  as  “Honk,  if  you 
love  Jesus.”  The  blatant  use  of 
God  or  Jesus’  name  in  public 
places  is  self-righteous,  self-cen¬ 
tered  and  often  bigoted. 

Tim  Scott,  Chicago,  Ill.:  Yes  I 
think  that  taking  the  Lord’s  name 
in  vain  in  all  of  the  common  and 
petty  ways  cited  by  the  editorial  is 
a  very  grave  matter  indeed. 

We  ought  to  disassociate  our¬ 
selves  from  anyone  who  takes  the 
Lord’s  name  in  vain,  even  once, 
in  any  circumstance,  even  using 
such  a  “slang  substitute”  as 


“gosh  dam”  or  “jeez.” 

Further,  I  think  that  this  con¬ 
cern  ought  to  be  foremost  in  the 
minds  of  all  true  Christians,  most 
of  whom  waste  so  much  time 
worrying  about  such  petty  con¬ 
cerns  as  AIDS,  racism,  sexism, 
crime  and  cults.  It’s  high  time 
that  we  all  got  together  and  made 
Christianity  the  provincial  and 
closed-minded  religion  it  has  the 
potential  to  become. 

Grant  Hinshaw,  Lakeland, 
Fla.:  I  would  like  to  add  a  sup¬ 
plement  to  your  excellent  article 
on  “taking  God’s  name  in  vain.” 
In  both  the  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ments  all  names  were  sacred.  It 
was  part  of  the  creation  story 
that  the  animals  were  named. 
Persons  were  named  for  who 
they  were.  Some  changed  and 
then  were  given  new  names. 

It  isn’t  just  the  “name"  of  God 
that  is  meant  by  the  Third  Com¬ 
mandment!  We  take  God’s  name 
in  vain  when  we  take  God  in  vain 
or  if  we  do  not  take  God  seriously. 
If  we  speak  of  God,  His  worship, 
His  church,  His  Son,  His  Spirit,  or 
His  work  in  a  sloven,  degrading, 
or  flippant  manner,  we  are  taking 
God’s  name  in  vain. 

Bill  Singleton,  Dallas,  Texas: 
What  a  silly  question.  Why  on 
earth  should  we  worry  about 
showing  reverence  in  the  way  we 
use  God’s  name?  It’s  not  as 
though  God  is  a  minority  or  fe¬ 
male  or  some  other  type  of  a  lit¬ 
eral  Being.  We  should  only 
concern  ourselves  with  language 
when  it  relates  to  humans — real 
persons  deserving  of  dignity. 


Columbus  observance  challenges  our  future,  not  the  past 


The  question  of  “acts  of  atone¬ 
ment"  around  the  500th  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  Columbus’  rude  interruption 
of  the  history  of  the  Americas  is  not 
really  a  question  about  the  past  but 
about  the  future  (see  UMR  Editori¬ 
al,  Oct.  12). 

60,000  Arawaks  lived  in  Jamaica 
when  Columbus  arrived.  A  century 
later  there  were  74  Arawaks  left  in  a 
total  population  of  1,500.  How  do  we 
keep  from  perpetuating  and/or  repeat¬ 
ing  this  profound  “anti-history”  un¬ 
less  and  until  we  make  it  our  own? 

Rather  than  wonder  piously  how 
else  the  last  500  years  might  have 
been,  why  not  call  us  really  to  seek 
that  “new  heaven,  new  earth”  Co¬ 
lumbus  seized  for  himself?  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Isaiah  65,  it  is  a  future  set 
free  from  domination  and  violence, 
exploitation  and  greed. 

Why  not  call  attention  to  the  or¬ 
ganizer’s  packet — “Columbus  in 
Context:  Rediscovering  the  Amer¬ 
icas” — available  for  $5.00  from 
Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned,  198 
Broadway,  NY  10038,  212/964- 
6730.  Only  the  truth  about  us  shall 
set  us  free! 

John  J.  Auer 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Living  beyond  hypocrisy 

I  am  grieved  to  read  of  Robert  J. 
Campbell’s  need  to  be  surrounded 
by  hypocrites  in  church  (see  UMR 
Oct.  12).  Perhaps  I  have  not  been  in 
the  ministry  long  enough  to  know 
better,  but  the  Gospel  that  I  read 
calls  us  to  live  beyond  hypocrisy. 

Granted,  much  of  what  he  says 
about  the  unreachable  standards 
can  help  a  person  to  strive  for  the 
best.  But  if  God  is  out  of  our  reach, 
then  God  is  playing  a  very  cruel 
trick  on  us. 

The  god  of  the  world  hands  out 
unreachable  standards  and  the  god 
of  legalism  binds  us  down  with 


more  rules  than  the  Pharisees  had. 
But  the  God  of  Christ  and  the  God 
who  is  alive  today  invites  us  to  walk 
hand  in  hand  with  the  Creator  of 
the  Universe. 

God  also,  though  we  seem  very 
willing  to  overlook  this  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  is  a  God  who  changes  lives, 
making  the  impossible  possible! 

Steven  C.  Heyduck 
Nacogdoches,  Texas 


A  sad  day  for  church! 

It  is  a  sad,  sad  day  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  when  a  strug¬ 
gling  local  congregation  such  as  St. 
Luke’s  UMC,  Denver,  needs  to  be 
bailed  out  by  a  winner  of  the  lottery 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  21). 

Perhaps  it  would  be  better  for 
that  congregation  to  close  its  doors 
rather  than  rely  on  such  a  gift! 

David  E.  Brown 
Sebeka,  Minnesota 

Thanks  for  editorial 

I  want  you  to  know  how  much  I 
appreciated  your  Sept.  14  editorial 
concerning  an  increase  in  the  excise 
taxes  on  beer. 

Unfortunately,  as  you  are  aware, 
the  beer  industry  is  orchestrating  a 
huge  media  campaign  to  defeat  this 
proposal. 

But  it  seems  absolutely  ridiculous 
to  me  that  while  taxes  on  many 
items  have  gone  up,  federal  excise 
taxes  on  beer  have  not  been  in¬ 
creased  in  almost  30  years,  since 
1 95 1 .  An  increase  is  long  overdue. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  those  of  us 
who  support  an  increase  are  not  as 
well-organized,  and  we  certainly 
don’t  have  the  money  of  the  beer 
lobby.  But  I  am  hopeful  that  your 
editorial  will  help.  If  the  taxes  are 
not  raised  this  time,  it  could  be  an¬ 
other  30  years. 


According  to  the  Center  for  Sci¬ 
ence  in  the  Public  Interest,  while 
revenues  generated  by  the  proposed 
increase  would  not  offset  the  cost  of 
alcohol  each  year  to  society — $137 
billion — or  $23  billion  to  the  feder¬ 
al  government — it  would  help. 

Tom  Wilbanks 
Mesquite,  Texas 

Appeals  distress  me 

I  am  always  distressed  to  see  ap¬ 
peals  in  the  Reporter  from  agencies 
asking  for  money  for  poor  children 
in  India.  The  World’s  Children  ap¬ 
peal  in  your  Oct.  5  issue  indicates 
that  only  87  percent  of  money  col¬ 
lected  goes  overseas.  This  seems  to 
be  typical  of  the  many  groups  help¬ 
ing  poor  children. 

When  I  was  southern  Asia  secre¬ 
tary  for  the  World  Division,  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  I 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Have  no  anxiety  about  anything, 
but  in  everything  by  prayer  and 
supplication  with  thanksgiving  let 
your  requests  be  made  known  to 
God.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Ecclesiastes  3:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  29 

Monday:  Psalms  127 
Tuesday:  Psalms  128 
tVednesday:  Ruth  2:1-13 
Thursday:  Matthew  22:34-40 
Friday:  Matthew  22:41-46 
Saturday:  1  Thessalonians  2:1-4 
Sunday:  1  Thessalonians  2:5-8 
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often  talked  with  managers  of  vari¬ 
ous  children’s  schools,  hostels,  orga¬ 
nizations  in  India  about  these  U.S. 
based  groups.  I  was  told  that  by  the 
time  expenses  at  the  national  and 
local  level  in  India  were  deducted 
from  the  money  that  did  arrive  in 
the  country,  only  about  50  percent 
of  the  amount  given  for  the  child 
actually  gets  to  the  child. 

This  personal  approach  also  cre¬ 
ates  a  problem  when  a  few  individ¬ 
ual  children  in  a  school  or 


orphanage  get  special  treatment 
through  these  gifts  and  others,  just 
as  needy,  are  left  out. 

There  are  many  Advance  Special 
projects  in  the  Partnership  in  Mis¬ 
sion  book  for  needy  schools,  hos¬ 
tels,  orphanages  in  India  and  other 
countries.  100  percent  of  the  money 
given  to  these  Advance  special  proj¬ 
ects  goes  to  the  project  to  help  all  the 
needy  children  equally. 

I  urge  United  Methodists  to  use 
the  Advance  Special  vehicle  to  get 


the  most  for  your  money  to  help  the 
most  children  in  India  or  another 
country  of  your  choice. 

Margery  Mayer 
Hanover  Park,  Illinois 


Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor/'  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Faithfully  yours 


Anatomy  of  a  hard  moral  choice 


When  Nelson  Mandela  visited 
New  York  City  during  June,  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  $200,000 
check  from  the 
National  Councili 
of  Churches. 

Its  purpose  was  I 
to  aid  the  resettle- 1 
ment  of  people  re-" 

turning  home  to  _ 

South  Africa  from  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
political  exile  (see  UMR,  June  29 
and  this  issue). 

The  NCC  was  asking  leaders  of 
its  member-denominations  to  give  a 
fair  share  to  replenish  those  funds. 
Like  most  who  read  news  reports,  I 
assumed  a  contribution  from  our 
church’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  was  included. 

Indeed,  a  $20,000  United  Meth¬ 
odist  share  in  that  gift  was  request¬ 
ed.  Global  Ministries  leaders 
responded  that  such  an  allocation 
was  not  appropriately  a  staff  deci¬ 
sion.  Rather,  it  should  be  made  by 
the  board’s  elected  directors  from 
across  the  church. 


Weighing  competing  options 

As  one  of  those  178  directors,  I 
realized  last  week  how  much  easier 
it  is  to  second-guess  the  decisions  of 
others  than  to  make  tough,  respon¬ 
sible  choices  after  weighing  compet¬ 
ing  options  and  values. 

In  general,  I  believe  the  church’s 
work  should  be  accomplished  through 
church  organizations.  Under  most  cir¬ 
cumstances,  I  oppose  giving  church 
funds  to  political  organizations. 

Both  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Southern  Africa  and  the  South  Africa 
Council  of  Churches  sponsor  refugee 
resettlement  ministries  with  aims  sim¬ 
ilar  to  the  “Mandela  Freedom  Fund.” 

Wouldn’t  it  be  better  for  our  hu¬ 
manitarian  assistance  to  be  given 
through  these  church  organizations? 


On  the  other  hand,  Nelson  Man¬ 
dela  is  no  ordinary  political  figure. 
For  27  years  he  was  imprisoned  for 
insisting  that  black  people  should 
be  treated  as  human  beings.  His 
sense  of  human  dignity  and  equality 
are  results  in  part  of  his  boyhood 
training  at  a  Methodist  mission. 

When  released  earlier  this  year  by 
South  Africa’s  new  State  President, 
F.W.  de  Klerk,  instead  of  emerging 
as  a  bitter  old  man  bent  on  revenge, 
Mr.  Mandela  quickly  assumed  the 
role  of  statesman  and  folk  hero. 

Acts  of  uncommon  courage 

His  decision  to  suspend  the  op¬ 
tion  of  violence  for  achieving  his 
group’s  aims  and  to  engage  in  direct 
negotiations  with  Mr.  de  Klerk  were 
acts  of  uncommon  courage.  Those 
political  decisions  clearly  are  in  har¬ 
mony  with  Christian  teachings. 

In  fact,  Mr.  Mandela’s  courage  in 
that  situation  is  perhaps  matched 
only  by  Mr.  de  Klerk’s.  No  other 
person  or  group  in  South  Africa  has 
the  credibility  to  play  the  role  that 
Mr.  Mandela  is  playing  in  a  negoti¬ 
ation  process  that  our  church  has 
advocated  for  three  decades. 

The  fund  bearing  Mr.  Mandela’s 
name  in  this  country  is  not  “politi¬ 
cal”  in  any  partisan  sense.  Rather  it 
is  symbolic  of  the  bipartisan  pro¬ 
cess  Mr.  de  Klerk  and  Mr.  Mandela 
have  embarked  upon  with  the  in¬ 
tent  of  creating  a  new  non-racial  de¬ 
mocracy  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Mandela’s  complimentary 
statements  regarding  Fidel  Castro 
and  Moammar  Gadhafi  while  in  the 
United  States  don’t  make  it  easier  to 
interpret  a  cause  bearing  his  name. 

Nor  does  his  seeming  lack  of  dis¬ 
comfort  in  working  with  commu¬ 
nists.  Many  Americans  find  it  hard 
to  understand  that  those  relation¬ 
ships  have  far  less  to  do  with  ideol¬ 


ogy  than  with  loyalty  to  people  who 
provided  support  when  it  was  sorely 
needed  by  South  Africa’s  black  pop¬ 
ulation.  Irony:  Support  was  with¬ 
held  at  that  time  by  those  who 
should  have  been  the  greatest  advo¬ 
cates  of  freedom. 

Mr.  Mandela’s  emergence  as  the 
most  potent  symbol  and  spokesper¬ 
son  for  the  aspirations  of  South  Af¬ 
rica’s  black  majority  would  make  it 
just  as  difficult  to  explain  a  decision 
against  contributing  to  the  “Man¬ 
dela  Freedom  Fund." 

Such  a  decision  inevitably  would  be 
misunderstood  as  “repudiation”  in 
many  quarters  of  the  world,  including 
different  parts  of  Africa  where  United 
Methodism  enjoys  an  outstanding 
reputation  and  growing  membership. 

Directors  struggle  long 

Global  Ministries  directors  strug¬ 
gled  long  with  these  considerations 
before  making  a  solution. 

A  total  of  $50,000  each  is  being 
contributed  to  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Southern  Africa  and  the 
South.  Africa  Council  of  Churches 
for  refugee  resettlement  and  other 
special  ministries  related  to  the  new 
situation  in  South  Africa. 

Additionally,  $20,000  will  be  do¬ 
nated  to  the  “Mandela  Freedom 
Fund”  from  World  Division  and 
Women’s  Division  funds. 

In  the  end,  I  joined  the  over¬ 
whelming  majority  of  directors  in 
affirming  this  combination  of  hu¬ 
manitarian  support.  As  a  Christian, 
I  believe  this  position  is  more  de¬ 
fensible  than  its  alternatives. 

I  don’t  expect  all  fellow  Christians 
to  agree.  But  I  hope  this  decision  can 
be  understood  as  one  that  was  careful¬ 
ly  and  prayerfully  made  on  the  basis 
of  biblical  principles. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 

Mr.  Dunnam  is  editor  of  the  Reporter. 
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RELIEF  AID  GIVEN:  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  directors  last  week  approved  a 
$20,000  contribution  to  the  Nelson  Mandela 
Freedom  Fund  as  requested  by  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  (see  UMR,  June  29  and  re¬ 
lated  item  on  Page  2).  The  donation  was  part  of 
the  NCC’s  $200,000  gift  to  the  Mandela  Fund. 
Board  members  also  granted  $50,000  each  to  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa  and  the 
council  of  churches  there  for  similar  educational, 
medical,  housing  and  food  needs  of  returning  ex¬ 
iles.  The  board  rejected  a  proposal  that  the  grant 
to  the  Mandela  Fund  be  given  instead  to  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa.  By  mak¬ 
ing  the  grants,  board  members  indicated  support 
for  1)  the  NCC  and  the  non-violent  anti-apart¬ 
heid  efforts  of  Nelson  Mandela  and  2)  broad- 
based  efforts  to  aid  South  African  exiles  through 
Methodist  and  other  church-related  agencies. 

COMMISSIONED:  Seven  persons 
were  commissioned  as  missionaries  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  during  a  special 
worship  service  Oct.  14  at  Metropolitan-Duane 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  York.  The 
new  missionaries  are:  The  Rev.  Mary  Beth 
Turkington  Blinn  of  First  UMC,  Winchester, 
Ky„  and  her  husband  the  Rev.  Robert  Christo¬ 
pher  Blinn  of  Mt.  Olivet  UMC,  Arlington,  Va., 
named  as  co-pastors  in  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference,  Evarts,  Ky.;  Vicki  B.  Sigmon,  St. 
Ann’s  Episcopal  Church,  Winston-Salem,  N.C., 
to  York  Fellow  Prison  Ministry,  Winston-Sa¬ 
lem;  The  Rev.  Thomas  G.  and  Betty  J.  Taylor  of 
First  UMC,  Fairbanks,  Alaska,  to  Alaska  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference,  Fairbanks,  and  the  Rev. 
Del  and  Pearl  J.  Wasser  of  Breezewood  (Pa.) 
UMC  to  Alaska  Missionary  Conference. 

ACTIONS  ON  PANAMA:  A  letter 
of  solidarity  with  Panamanians  and  a  call  for  a 
congressional  investigation  of  the  December 
1989  Panama  invasion  were  approved  last  week 
by  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
New  York.  Based  upon  information  from  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  attorney  Donald  W.  Stewart  of 
Anniston,  Ala.,  the  board  seeks  the  “full  extent 
of  casualties  and  destruction”  and  asks  the  U.S. 
government  “to  provide  full  reparations  for  the 
damage.”  The  board  asked  United  Methodist 
Volunteers  in  Mission  to  work  with  Methodists 
there  to  build  homes  for  displaced  persons  in 
Panama.  And,  the  board  ordered  its  staff  to 
work  with  Mr.  Stewart  in  preparing  a  documen¬ 
tary  film  about  the  consequences  of  the  inva¬ 
sion  (see  related  story  below). 


'The  Lord  is  still  performing  miracles' 

UM  bishop  electrifies  agencies'  meetings  telling  how  he  escaped  from  Liberia 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK — A  warm  smile 
lit  the  careworn  face  of  the  small 
man  from  Africa. 

“I’m  here  to  tell  you  that  the 
Lord  is  still  performing  miracles,” 
said  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Arthur  F.  Kulah  (Liberia  Area). 

Bishop  Kulah  bore  the  com¬ 
manding  presence  of  one  who 
has  entered  the  arena  with  death 
and  come  out  alive,  convinced  of 
the  reality  of  God’s  grace. 

For  20  minutes  he  held  the 
church’s  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  spellbound 
at  its  fall  meeting  in  Washington. 

Five  days  later  he  repeated  the 
feat  when  he  told  his  story  to  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  fall  meeting  in  New 
York. 

Bishop  was  missing 

This  summer  Bishop  Kulah 
was  missing  for  weeks  in  war- 
torn  Liberia  after  it  was  reported 
that  he  fled  government  death 
squads.  He  and  other  religious 
leaders  were  marked  for  death 
when  they  opposed  the  brutal  op¬ 
pressions  of  the  late  dictator 
Samuel  K.  Doe. 

“It  started  Dec.  23,”  Bishop 
Kulah  said,  “when  30  persons  de¬ 
cided  that  enough  was  enough.” 
They  demanded  a  change  in  the 
government  to  a  real  democracy, 
Bishop  Kulah  said. 

The  government’s  response  was 
to  send  troops  to  “kill  innocent 
people.” 

Bishop  Kulah  said  he  and  oth¬ 
er  religious  leaders  realized  that 
Doe  was  “worse  than  the  ones  he 
overthrew”  10  years  earlier  to  be¬ 
come  “president,”  the  bishop 
said.  They  began  protesting. 

In  December,  rebel  factions 
began  moving  toward  Monrovia, 
the  capital  of  Liberia.  Indepen¬ 
dent  sources  have  reported  that 
the  two  major  rebel  groups,  along 
with  the  government,  committed 


atrocities  against  noncombatants 
in  the  months  that  followed. 

Bishop  Kulah  said  he  and  other 
religious  leaders  “called  a  peace 
conference  in  Freetown  [capital  of 
neighboring  Sierra  Leone]  for  ear¬ 
ly  June.  The  leadership  of  West 
Africa  supported  this  effort.”  The 
broad-based  support  for  a  peace 
effort  included  Moslems,  he  said. 


it  is  Your  will,  save  me.’  ” 

Seeing  no  other  choice  but  to 
trust  the  hand  of  God  to  lead 
him  through,  the  bishop  said  he 
began  walking  to  the  only  place 
of  safety  he  knew. 

It  happened  that  to  reach  that 
place,  he  needed  to  walk  six 
miles  down  a  road  which  was  cut 
off  by  roadblock  after  roadblock. 


Marches  drew  crowds 

Peace  marches  were  held  in 
Monrovia.  The  first  on  June  14 
attracted  a  few  hundred  people. 
However,  a  second  held  on  June 
27  brought  out  “40,000  to  50,000 
peace  marchers,”  the  bishop  said. 

The  government’s  response 
was  to  massacre  30  people. 

“I  could  not  stand  by,  so  we 
went  to  the  Liberian  legislature 
and  we  asked  them,  ‘How  can 
you  say  you  represent  the  welfare 
of  the  people  when  you  sit  here 
dealing  with  inconsequential 
things  while  the  people  are  dying 
out  there?’  ”  Bishop  Kulah  said. 

“The  soldiers  were  there  taking 
our  pictures,”  he  said,  adding 
that  their  photos  then  were 
shown  to  troops  with  the  order 
“to  eliminate  us.” 

Doe  'wanted  my  head' 

The  bishop  was  told  that  Presi¬ 
dent  Doe  “wanted  my  head 
brought  to  him.” 

Not  long  after  that,  "I  was  at 
my  home”  when  friends  arrived 
and  "warned  me  to  get  away  im¬ 
mediately  because  the  soldiers 
were  coming  to  kill  me. 

“I  had  just  gotten  away  when  35 
armed  soldiers  arrived  and  they 
began  shooting  into  my  house.” 

Finding  the  bishop  gone,  the 
soldiers  “took  everything 
away. .  .even  the  commode  from 
the  bathroom.  What  they  didn’t 
take,  they  destroyed,”  the  bishop 
said.  The  troops  returned  later 
“and  burned  my  home  to  the 
ground.” 

In  a  trembling  voice.  Bishop 
Kulah  said,  “I  prayed  to  God,  ‘If 


Refugee  aid  asked 

And  while  United  Methodists 
are  praying,  he  asked  them  also 
to  send  clothing,  food  and  medi¬ 
cine  to  the  600,000  Liberian  ref¬ 
ugees  now  in  Sierra  Leone. 

Bishop  Kulah  reminded  the 
missions  board  meeting  that  Li¬ 
beria  was  founded  by  freed  Unit¬ 
ed  States  slaves. 

“We  are  your  legitimate  chil¬ 
dren.  We  are  calling  upon  you  to 
come  and  help  us.” 

In  response  to  the  pleas  of  Bish¬ 
op  Kulah,  directors  of  the  two 
general  agencies  separately  called 
on  the  U.S.  to  pursue  peace  in  Li¬ 
beria  through  the  United  Nations 
and  to  expedite  relief  efforts  in 
Liberia  and  Sierra  Leone. 

On  Oct.  15  in  the  Global  Min¬ 
istries  board  meeting,  the  United 
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WASHINGTON — United  Methodist  Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah  of 
Liberia  tells  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  his  es¬ 
cape  from  civil  war-wracked  Liberia.  He  called  that  board  and 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  be  actively  "Christ 
to  this  suffering  world." 


Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
approved  a  resolution  granting 
$20,000  to  the  church  in  Sierra 
Leone  for  refugee  care. 

Last  June  the  relief  agency 
gave  $10,000  to  refugee  relief 
there,  and  on  Sept.  4,  another 
$100,000  was  given  for  Liberian 
relief. 

Bishop  has  lost  all 

At  the  Church  and  Society 
meeting  in  Washington,  Bishop 
Abel  T.  Muzorewa  (Zimbabwe 


Area)  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  board  that  Bishop  Kulah,  not 
rich  to  begin  with,  “has  lost  ev¬ 
erything  he  had  in  the  way  of  ma¬ 
terial  possessions.  His  family  is 
destitute  through  his  courageous 
work  on  behalf  of  the  church.” 

A  love  offering  was  taken  for 
the  bishop,  and  members  of  the 
board  were  reminded  that  he  and 
other  Liberians  may  be  helped 
through  the  Committee  on  Relief 
Advance  No.  1 50300  for  the  Li¬ 
berian  emergency. 


'Still  performing  miracles' 

“I  am  here  to  tell  you  that  the 
Lord  is  still  performing  miracles.  I 
walked  six  miles  and  met  no  sol¬ 
dier,”  he  said,  again  thanking  God 
for  a  miraculous  safe  passage. 

Eventually  he  made  his  way, 
25  pounds  lighter,  to  the  real 
safety  of  Sierra  Leone,  where  he 
was  reunited  with  his  family. 

Bishop  Kulah  called  on  “the 
people  called  United  Methodist" 
to  stand  up  for  the  people  of  Li¬ 
beria. 

He  said  “over  100,000  people 
have  been  killed  since  December 
. . .  our  churches  are  being  de¬ 
stroyed  . . .  Christians  have  been 
killed  while  worshiping. 

“So  continue  to  pray  for  us  be¬ 
cause  I  believe  there  is  nothing 
more  powerful  than  prayer.” 


Alabama  layman  tells  missions  board  of  Panama 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— Donald  W.  Stew¬ 
art  of  Anniston,  Ala.  acted  upon  his 
call  to  be  “more  active  in  church 
work”  last  week. 

It  wasn’t  the  first  time  he  has  had 
the  opportunity  to  do  so.  In  fact,  a 
recent  trip  to  Panama — and  what  he 
saw  and  heard  there — led  to  his  Oct. 
1 3  appearance  before  the  World  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  to  tell  about  alleged 
atrocities  by  U.S.  troops  (see  related 
story  above). 

Mr.  Stewart  is  an  attorney  who 
served  eight  years  in  the  Alabama 
Legislature  and,  in  a  special  elec¬ 
tion,  was  elected  to  fill  an 
unexpired  term  in  the  U.S.  Senate 
1978-80. 

Mr.  Stewart  and  his  wife,  Lulu, 
went  to  Bolivia  and  Puerto  Rico  in 
the  mid-1980s  with  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Volunteers  in  Mission. 


“I’d  have  to  say  that  was  a  life¬ 
changing  experience  for  me  and  for 
Lulu,”  Mr.  Stewart  said. 

Hopes  to  go  back 

“We  hope  to  go  back  to  Bolivia 
because  we  loved  the  people,”  he 
continued.  “But  we’ve  decided 
we’re  going  to  learn  Spanish  first, 
because  it’s  insulting  to  go  there  to 
work  with  people  and  not  be  able  to 
speak  their  language.” 

Mr.  Stewart  said  he  and  his  wife 
are  prepared  to  do  volunteer  church 
work  for  several  months  at  a  time. 

“I  told  that  to  my  bishop,”  he 
said,  “and  I  sure  found  out  that 
when  you  do  that,  you’d  better  be 
ready  to  follow  through.  That’s  how 
1  ended  up  here,"  referring  to  his 
being  invited  to  speak  before  the 
world  mission  section. 

Bishop  J.  Lloyd  Knox  (Birming¬ 
ham  Area)  asked  Mr.  Stewart  to  go 
to  Panama  to  see  if  his  legal  exper¬ 
tise  could  be  employed  to  speed  re- 


"We  just  killed  them;  our 
people  killed  them  .... 
This  really  bothers  me, 
because  you  see,  I'm  a 
patriot;  I  love  my 
country  ....  But  this  is 
just  not  right!  It's  not 
right  under  God's  law 
and  it's  not  the  way  a 
great  nation  should  act!" 
_ — Donald  Stewart 

lief  for  people  there  who  lost 
property  in  the  United  States  inva¬ 
sion  earlier  this  year. 

“What  I  saw  there  further 
changed  my  life,”  Mr.  Stewart  said. 
“I  am  now  more  convinced  than 
ever  that  I  need  to  be  involved  in 
this  kind  of  church  work.” 

“The  church  is  the  only  organiza¬ 
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NEW  YORK— Donald  W.  Stewart,  a  lay  member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Anniston,  Ala., 
(left)  gets  a  warm  greeting  from  Dr.  Thomas  L.  Curtis,  director  of  United  Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion  for  the  Southeast  Jurisdiction.  The  two  met  recently  at  the  fall  meeting  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York.  Dr.  Curtis  said,  "We've  only  gotten  to  speak  on  the  phone,  and  now  it's 
good  to  meet  in  person  someone  like  you  who  is  willing  to  volunteer  their  time,  talent  and  money  for 
God's  work!"  Mr.  Stewart's  recent  mission  work  in  Panama  resulted  in  his  invitation  to  the  board  meet¬ 
ing  (see  related  stories  on  this  page.) 


tion  I  can  see  that  has  the  ability  to 
take  governments  to  task  from  the 
non-political  position  of  only  want¬ 
ing  to  help  people,”  he  said.  “And 
there  are  so  many  people  in  this 
world  who  don’t  have  anyone  to 
speak  for  them.  We — the  church — 
need  to  do  that.  We  must;  no  one 
else  will.” 

Of  his  Panama  visit,  Mr.  Stewart 
said:  “I  found  out  something  I  was 
not  prepared  to  believe:  We  mur¬ 
dered  innocent  civilians,  buried  them 
in  our  body  bags  in  unmarked  graves 
and  tried  to  pretend  that  we  hadn’t. 

“I  spoke  to  eyewitness  after  eye¬ 
witness,  and  they  all  told  me  the 
same  sorts  of  horrible  stories. 

"Basically,  the  real  fighting  with 
the  Panamanian  military  was  over 
in  just  a  matter  of  hours,  but  our 
people  kept  killing  innocent  civil¬ 
ians,  noncombatants,  for  days  and 
for  no  earthly  reason!” 

Mr.  Stewart  said  123  bodies  were 


found  in  U.S.  body  bags  in  a  mass 
grave.  Informants  reported  the  bod¬ 
ies  first  were  buried  in  the  U.S.-con- 
trolled  Canal  Zone  but  later  were 
dug  up  and  reburied  in  the  mass 
grave. 

Suspects  higher  toll 

"Based  upon  that  and  all  the  sto¬ 
ries  I  heard  personally  and  from 
Methodist  church  leaders  and  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  leaders,  the  death  toll 
has  got  to  be  more  than  the  250 
count  our  government  has  given,” 
he  said. 

One  reason  he  suspects  the  death 
toll  is  much  higher  is  that  an  area  in 
which  about  20,000  poor  people 
lived  was  leveled  by  American  fire¬ 
power. 

"And,  there’s  report  after  report 
of  those  who  saw  the  atrocities,”  he 
continued.  “They  had  cameras  and 
they  used  them  to  record  the  events. 
I’ve  seen  the  photographs. 


Liberian  lay  leader  plea: 
' Come  see  our  suffering' 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK — “I  must  tell  you 
what  an  important  thing  you  are  do¬ 
ing,”  Edward  Peal  said  as  he 
grabbed  the  hand  of  Donald  W. 
Stewart  in  both  of  his  and  squeezed 
tightly. 

Mr.  Stewart,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  from  Anniston,  Ala.,  had 
just  spoken  about  the  horrors  he 
had  been  shown  in  photographs  and 
told  of  by  witnesses  to  alleged  atro¬ 
cities  by  U.S.  troops  after  the  Pana¬ 
ma  invasion  earlier  this  year  (please 
see  related  story). 

Mr.  Peal  is  lay  leader  of  the  Libe¬ 
ria  Central  Conference,  where  civil 
war  has  ravaged  the  land  since  De¬ 
cember  (see  UMR,  Oct.  5). 

“We  need  someone  like  you  to 
come  and  see  the  suffering  and  tell 
about  it  so  the  poor,  suffering  peo¬ 
ple  can  get  some  help,”  Mr.  Peal 
said  to  the  American. 

In  a  voice  breaking  with  emotion, 
his  hand  clasping  the  other  man’s 
shoulder,  the  African  churchman 
said,  “I  am  so  glad  I  came  here! 

“This  is  what  it’s  all  about — 
speaking  for  people  who  cannot 


speak  for  themselves! 

“This  is  what  the  church  should 
do  about  those  people  all  over  out 
there  who  are  suffering!” 

Mr.  Peal  said,  “We  don’t  need  to 
be  talking  about  politics.  But  the 
church  should  be  about  speaking  up 
and  doing  things  to  help  those  who 
are  suffering  and  have  no  voice  that 
can  be  heard.” 

Mr.  Peal  unknowingly  echoed  the 
sentiments  of  his  bishop,  Arthur  F. 
Kulah,  who  just  days  before  in 
Washington  spoke  to  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  and  later  spoke  to  the  world 
missions  board  (see  related  article). 

“You  in  America,  where  you  can 
say  anything  you  please,  do  not 
know  what  a  blessing  it  is  to  have 
someone  speak  for  those  who  would 
not  (otherwise)  be  heard,"  Mr.  Peal 
assured  Mr.  Stewart. 

Then  he  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  church  in  some  way  would  be 
able  to  “non-politically"  apprise  the 
world  of  the  suffering  of  the  people 
of  Liberia  and  “help  us  become  a 
healed  people  again.” 

—DON  DONATO 


atrocities 

“There  are  other  pictures  I’m  try¬ 
ing  to  get  my  hands  on  that  show  a 
busload  of  Panamanian  soldiers 
surrendering.  They’re  coming  out  of 
the  bus  in  attitudes  of  surrender;  we 
killed  every  one  of  them.  We  just 
killed  them;  our  people  killed 
them,"  he  said,  shaking  his  head  in 
distress. 

'I  love  my  country' 

“This  really  bothers  me,”  Mr. 
Stewart  said,  “because  you  see.  I’m 
a  patriot.  I’m  a  very  conservative 
man  and  I’m  not  ashamed  to  say 
that  I  love  my  country. 

"But  this  is  just  not  right!  It’s  not 
right  under  God’s  law  and  it’s  not 
the  way  a  great  nation  should  act! 

“I’m  not  talking  ideology  here.  I’m 
not  talking  politics;  I  guess  I’m  talk¬ 
ing  theology  and  right  and  wrong, 
though.” 

CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES:  To  di- 
red  total  music  program  of  2900-member  church 
with  two  adult,  five  children's  and  youth  choirs 
and  two  bell  choirs.  Emphasis  is  on  diredion,  as 
well  as  competency  on  organ.  Master's  in  music 
preferred.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Committee, 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  903  Forest 
Avenue,  Richmond.  VA  23229. _ 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge.  Louisiana  seeks  qualified  lay  person 
to  direct  total  music  program.  Masters  in  music 
or  equivalent  required.  Appointment  efTedive 
January  1,  1991.  Application  deadline  November 
12,  1990.  Send  letter  of  application  and  resume 
with  references  to:  Reverend  Chris  H.  Andrews, 
Senior  Pastor,  930  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge.  LA  70802. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MINISTRY  TO  CHILDREN, 
Youth  and  Families.  Large  University  Church 
looking  for  person  to  dired  laity  in  ministry  to 
children,  youth  and  families.  Full-time  employ¬ 
ment  for  mature  committed  Christian  with  re¬ 
cruiting,  motivating  skills.  Send  resumes  to:  Uni¬ 
versity  United  Methodist  Church,  2416  W. 
Berry,  Ft.  Worth,  TX  76110. _ 

RED  BIRD  MISSION  ACCEPTING  applica¬ 
tions  for  Personnel  Supervisor  and  Business 
Manager.  Each  position  requires  minimum  bach¬ 
elor's  degree  in  appropriate  field,  three  years  su¬ 
pervisory  experience.  Inquiries  to:  Kenneth  Lud¬ 
wig.  HC69  Box  700.  Beverly,  KY  40913. 
Telephone:  (606)  598-5 1 35.  _ 

DISTRICT  DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  Growth 
and  Revitalization.  Conference  approved  posi¬ 
tion  to  facilitate  revitalization  in  local  churches 
of  three  adjoining  districts  of  the  Iowa  Annual 
Conference.  For  application  and  position  de¬ 
scription  contad:  Rev.  Ed  Kail,  408  Bryan  Road. 
Ottumwa.  IA  52501.  Applications  due  by  No- 
vember  1 6,  1 990. _ 

FOOD  FOR  THE  POOR,  is  a  non-profit  interde¬ 
nominational  charitable  organization,  which  as¬ 
sists  the  poor  of  the  Third  world.  Our  ministry  is 
forging  a  link  between  the  Christians  of  the  First 
World  and  those  of  the  Third  World.  We  are  in 
need  of  a  Methodist  minister  to  preach  in  preas¬ 
signed  churches,  on  behalf  of  the  Third  World 
poor.  This  is  a  full-time  position,  with  annual  sti¬ 
pend  and  complete  travel  expenses.  Reply  to:  Mi¬ 
chael  Hickev,  Food  for  the  Poor.  1301  W  Co- 
pans  Road,  frompano  Beach,  FL  33064, _ 

TRINITY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
seeks  a  Diredor  of  Youth  Ministries.  EfTedive 
immediately.  Please  send  resume  and  salary  re¬ 
quirements  to:  Minister  of  Nurture,  607  Airport 
Rd„  Huntsville.  AL  35802. 
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= connections 

CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION: 

First  lady  Barbara  Bush  will  be  the  banquet 
speaker  during  the  Centennial  Celebration  of 
the  Methodist  Home  in  Waco,  Texas  on  Oct. 
26.  Some  1,500  guests  are  expected  to  be  on 
hand  for  the  daylong  centennial  activities,  in¬ 
cluding  the  dedication  of  a  historical  marker. 
Officials  of  the  United  Methodist-related  home 
for  children  say  some  10,000  young  people  have 
called  the  orphanage  home  during  the  past  100 
years.  It  is  a  multi-faceted  child  care  ministry 
with  a  boys’  ranch  program  for  delinquent 
teens,  foster  family  care  and  an  accredited  psy¬ 
chiatric  treatment  center. 

RECONCILING  GROUP:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns  designated  itself  a 
“reconciling  commission”  at  its  Oct.  14-17 
meeting  in  New  York.  Following  the  lead  of 
several  United  Methodist  congregations,  the 
commission  declared  itself  open  “to  the  full 
participation  of  all  people,  including  gay  men 
and  lesbians.”  The  resolution  passed  with  no 
dissenting  votes  and  two  abstentions.  Bishops 
who  are  members  of  the  commission  expressed 
the  view  that,  if  the  resolution,  which  pledged  to 
encourage  “respect,  dialogue,  witness,  learning 
and  growth  in  mutual  compassion  toward  that 
unity”  of  baptism,  applies  only  to  the  commis¬ 
sion,  it  does  not  violate  church  law  prohibiting 
advocacy  of  homosexuality. 

CONFERENCE  COVENANT:  The 

Southern  New  England  conference  recently  wel¬ 
comed  the  Rev.  Edwin  Jones  of  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa,  as  a  one-year  pastor  of  Broadway 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lynn,  Mass.  Mr. 
Jones  came  to  that  church  as  part  of  a  covenant 
relationship  between  the  Southern  New  En¬ 
gland  conference  and  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Southern  Africa. 

COUNSELORS'  AWARD:  James  B. 

Ashbrook,  professor  of  religion  and  personality  at 
United  Methodism’s  Garrett-Evangelical  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  has  received 
the  American  Association  of  Pastoral  Counselors’ 
1990  Distinguished  Contribution  Award. 

RESTORING  CREDENTIALS: 

James  Armstrong,  who  became  in  1983  the  first 
United  Methodist  bishop  to  resign  the  office,  has 
asked  for  restoration  of  his  ministerial  credentials 
so  he  can  be  transferred  to  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Conference  for  possible  appointment.  Dr. 
Armstrong  teaches  at  United  Methodist-related 
Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver. 


'Love  in  Action'  marks  UMCOR's  50th  year 

United  Methodist  relief  agency  celebrates  Its  past  by  looking  toward  needs  of  the  future 


■OAXO  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTCIES  PHOTO  BV  JOHN  GOODWIN 

NEW  YORK — Elected  directors  and  guests  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  gather  at 
the  Church  Center  for  the  United  Nations  on  Oct.  14  for  the  50th  anniversary  celebration  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  Participants  witnessed  and  rejoiced  in  interviews — in 
person  and  by  telephone — and  videotape  segments  on  the  church's  relief  programs  in  such 
places  as  South  Carolina,  Austria  and  Ethiopia. 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — Celebrating  its 
past  by  looking  to  the  future,  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  marked  its  50th  anniversa¬ 
ry  Oct.  14  in  a  live  television  pro¬ 
gram  broadcast  by  the  Vision 
and  Cokesbury  satellite  cable 
networks. 

UMCOR  directors  and  guests 
gathered  at  the  Church  Center  for 
the  United  Nations  for  the  pro¬ 
gram.  which  included  a  bit  of  his¬ 
tory,  live  interviews — in  person 
and  by  telephone — and  videotape 
segments  on  UMCOR  relief  pro¬ 
grams  in  such  places  as  South 
Carolina,  Austria  and  Ethiopia. 

But,  as  UMCOR  chief  execu¬ 
tive  Norma  Kehrberg  explained 
in  her  Oct.  1 5  report  to  directors, 
the  anniversary’s  real  focus  has 
been  “on  current  work  and  plan¬ 
ning  for  the  future.” 

'Being  part  of  hope' 

“In  many  parts  of  the  world  in 
which  UMCOR  is  presently  at 
work,  there  are  adequate  reasons 
for  people  living  there  to  be  filled 
with  hate,”  Ms.  Kehrberg  said. 
“But  perhaps  we  can  believe 
that.  .  .people  in  these  areas  also 
live  in  hope.  Being  present,  being 
part  of  the  church,  is  part  of  their 
hope.” 

In  countries  in  crisis — Angola, 


Mozambique,  the  Sudan, Cambo¬ 
dia,  Liberia,  Palestine,  and  oth¬ 
ers  “the  church  cannot  forget  its 
people  and  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  cannot  stop 
being  involved,”  she  added. 

During  an  Oct.  15  UMCOR 
symposium,  four  panelists  dis¬ 
cussed  the  need  for  church  re¬ 
sponse  to  current  situations. 

The  Rev.  Clory  Trinidade  Oli- 
veria,  executive  secretary  of  CIE- 
MAL,  the  Latin  American 
council  of  Methodist  churches, 
noted  that  “for  us  in  Latin  Amer¬ 
ica,  the  future  always  begins  with 
the  present.” 

The  present,  he  said,  is  com¬ 
posed  of  social,  political  and  eco¬ 
nomic  systems  that  create 
injustices  leading  to  “poverty 
and  misery.” 

Hope,  he  said,  comes  from 
groups,  both  religious  and  secular, 
which  have  sprung  up,  dedicated 
to  the  well-being  of  the  people. 

Proclaiming  'good  news' 

Mr.  Oliveira  said  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Latin  America  is 
called  upon  to  commit  itself  to 
helping  right  injustices;  pro¬ 
claiming  the  “good  news” 
through  word  and  action;  and 
reaching  out  to  street  children, 
indigenous  peoples,  black  people, 
women,  the  landless  and  sick. 

In  southern  Africa,  church 
women  always  have  been  an  in- 


tregal  part  of  the  struggle  there, 
according  to  Marilina  de  Car¬ 
valho,  wife  of  Bishop  Emilio  de 
Carvalho  of  Angola.  However, 
southern  African  women  still  do 
not  have  the  same  opportunities 
or  decision-making  powers  as 


men,  she  said. 

Non-discriminatory  laws  not 
fully  implemented  become  un¬ 
just  laws,  according  to  Ms.  de 
Carvalho,  “by  not  involving 
women  in  government  posts  of 
administration,  as  well  as  in 
church  positions.” 

She  called  for  international  orga¬ 
nizations  to  set  up  a  quota  system, 
requiring  women  representatives 
for  development  projects,  confer¬ 
ences,  and  other  programs. 

The  Rev.  Don  Bakely,  current¬ 
ly  involved  in  urban  ministry  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  criticized  the 
U.S.  attitude  toward  its  poor, 
particularly  that  of  Christians 
who  still  try  to  believe  that  peo¬ 
ple  on  welfare  are  “lazy." 

'Every  church  locked' 

He  recalled  one  particularly 
cold  night  in  Kansas  City  when 
at  least  1 7,000  were  homeless,  in¬ 
cluding  3,000  children.  On  that 


night,  “every  one  of  the  2,000 
churches  was  heated  and  every 
one  was  locked  against  the 
poor,”  he  declared. 

Mr.  Bakely  believes  that 
churches  must  not  only  provide 
programs  to  assist  the  poor,  but 
also  work  to  change  people’s  atti¬ 
tudes  about  the  poor. 

Larry  Minear,  who  works  on 
public  policy  issues  in  Washing¬ 
ton  D.C.,  agreed  that  Christians 
must  address  government  policies 
that  directly  influence  suffering  in 
other  countries.  For  example, 
U.S.  policy  supported  the  Suda¬ 
nese  government — for  strategic 
reasons — as  civil  war  raged  there 
in  the  1980s,  despite  the  deaths 
and  suffering  of  many  civilians. 

In  1988,  he  explained, 
churches  and  other  organizations 
helped  change  U.S.  policy  on  the 
Sudan.  The  next  year,  the  United 
States  took  the  lead  in  humani¬ 
tarian  assistance  for  that  country. 


U.N.  action  on  Israel  draws  praise 


United  Methodist 
News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  United 
Nations  Security  Council  vote 
condemning  Israel  for  recent 
violence  was  “long  overdue,” 
according  to  a  former  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  staff  member  who  now 
lives  in  Jerusalem. 

Beth  Heisey  Kuttab  said  she 
was  sitting  in  a  friend’s  office 
when  they  heard  gunfire  erupt 


Oct.  8.  On  that  day,  Israeli  po¬ 
lice  killed  at  least  21  Palestin¬ 
ians  at  the  city’s  most  sacred 
spot. 

More  than  ever  before,  she 
added,  tension  is  “festering  un¬ 
der  the  surface”  in  the  occupied 
territories,  where  Palestinians 
are  being  denied  their  land  and 
even  basic  civil  rights. 

Her  husband,  Jonathan 
Kuttab,  a  Palestinian  lawyer, 
participated  in  a  13-day  hun¬ 
ger  strike  in  May,  partly  to  en¬ 


courage  the  United  Nations  to 
send  a  team  to  investigate 
abuses  of  Palestinian  rights. 

A  team  never  appeared,  but 
the  Security  Council’s  new  reso¬ 
lution  asked  the  U.N.  secretary 
general,  who  is  sending  a  mis¬ 
sion  to  the  region,  to  report  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  October. 

According  to  Ms.  Kuttab, 
Palestinians  are  hoping  “the 
winds  of  change  that  blew 
over  Europe  will  make  their 
way  to  the  Middle  East.” 


77(<?  NIV 

TOPICAL 


Our  Easy-To-Use  Bible 
Is  $10  Easier  To  Buy. 


Just  in  time  for  Christmas  The  NIV 
Topical  Study  Bible  is  reduced  $5  from 
the  regular  price  with  an  additional  $5 
publisher's  rebate.  That  lowers  the 
price  on  a  hard  cover  edition  to  only 
$19.95  — a  great  gift  value.  Even 
greater  savings  are  available  on  leather 
editions! 

A  60-day  money  back  guarantee 
proves  our  confidence  in  your  satisfac¬ 


tion  with  The  NIV  Topical  Study  Bible. 

With  this  Bible  you  can  discover 
how  God's  central  truths  are  found 
throughout  His  Word.  Its  unique  and 
simple  Topical  Index,  Topical  Ties”, 
and  other  features  enable  you  to 
quickly  grasp  God's  consistent  and 
unified  message. 

Study  is  more  thorough,  under¬ 
standing  more  complete.  And  you 


can  count  on  the  New  International 
Version  text  for  a  clear,  accurate  trans 
lation  of  God's  Word. 

Visit  your  participating  bookseller 
today.  Special  sale  prices  and  rebate 
end  December  31,  1990. 

Zondervan 


'The  Gathering'  expected  to  bring 
3,200  for  discipleship  confab 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

More  than  3,200  United  Method¬ 
ist  clergy  and  laypeople  from  across 
the  globe  will  make  their  way  to 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  Oct.  31  for  the 
largest-ever  international  confab 
specifically  dealing  with  future 
growth  and  vitality  of  the  9.8  mil¬ 
lion-member  denomination. 

Slated  to  begin  with  a  trumpet 
voluntary  and  a  parade  of  flags 
from  every  nation  in  the  world, 
“The  Gathering”  will  be  held  Oct. 
31 -Nov.  4  at  the  Fort  Worth  Con¬ 
vention  Center. 

The  massive  conference,  an  ini¬ 
tiative  of  the  church’s  Council  of 
Bishops,  is  co-sponsored  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship,  headquartered  in 
Nashville. 

Representatives  from  every  U.S. 
state,  Puerto  Rico,  Africa,  the  Phil¬ 
ippines  and  Europe  are  expected  to 
attend,  according  to  the  Rev.  Kirk 
McNeill,  who  is  coordinating  the 
event  on  behalf  of  the  bishops  and 
the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Amid  inspirational  worship  expe¬ 
riences,  a  massive  resource  and  ma¬ 
terials  center  sponsored  by  United 
Methodist  agencies  and  more  than 
300  small-group  learning  options, 
the  first  presentation  of  the  bishops’ 

Ministries  gain 
EAGLE  status 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— Bay- 
view  Manor,  a  Seattle  retirement 
home,  and  the  Wesley  Group  of  res¬ 
idential  facilities  in  Rochester, 
N.Y.,  have  been  designated  EAGLE 
organizations  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  headquartered 
in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

The  institutions  were  recognized 
for  their  accomplishments,  includ¬ 
ing  meeting  and  exceeding  legal,  fi¬ 
nancial,  and  ethical  standards  and 
community  needs;  continual  moni¬ 
toring  and  evaluation  of  services  for 
quality  and  safety;  and  clear,  writ¬ 
ten  statements  of  relationship  with 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 


pastoral  letter  on  “Vital  Congrega¬ 
tions;  Faithful  Disciples”  will  be 
made. 

Pastors  are  asked  to  share  the  let¬ 
ter  with  the  nearly  43,000  United 
Methodist  local  congregations 
worldwide  Nov.  18. 

Episcopal  leaders  who  drafted  the 
letter  and  planners  for  the  Fort 
Worth  event  said  in  separate  inter¬ 
views  that  the  dual  thrust  is  not  an 


attempt  to  provide  quick  fixes  for 
local  churches  who  need  a  shot  in 
the  arm. 

Rather,  they  said,  they  hope  to 
encourage  congregations  to  incor¬ 
porate  prayer,  biblical  and  theologi¬ 
cal  study,  and  connections  with 
their  communities  to  create  minis¬ 
tries  relevant  to  the  people  they 
serve. 


Discover  Asbury 


For  66  years,  Asbury  Seminary  graduates  have  served  Christ 
as  ministers,  missionaries,  leaders  and  teachers. 


Join  us!  Study  where  faculty 
and  students  stand  true  to 
biblical,  Wesleyan,  evan¬ 
gelical  beliefs.  Discover  en¬ 
riched  personal  and  family 
relationships,  sharpen  your 
scholarly  insights  and  habits 
in  the  company  of  interna¬ 
tionally  acclaimed  profes¬ 
sors,  and  prepare  to  step  into 
the  ranks  of  ministry  in  your 
denomination.  Asbury  Semi¬ 


nary  is  accredited  by  The  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Theological  Schools; 
the  Commission  on  Colleges  of 
the  Southern  Association  of  Col¬ 
leges  and  Schools  to  award 
master's  and  doctor's  degrees; 
and  is  approved  by  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  by  The  Free  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  The  Wesleyan 
Church,  and  other  denomina¬ 
tions. 


Degree  programs: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 
Master  of  Theology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Missiology 
Cooperative  Programs 
(Univ.  of  KY): 

M.  of  Social  Work  (UK) 

&  M.Div.  or  M.A.  (Asbury); 
Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 


Call  1  800  2-ASBURY  Toll  Free. 

(In  KY  (606)  858-3581,  Eastern  time.) 

For  enrollment  information,  ask  for  Admissions. 


Asbury 
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'A  Beacon 
to  All' 


One  of  our  most  memorable  stops  in  England  this  summer  was  Bris¬ 
tol.  It  was  here  that  George  Whitefield  began  open-field  preaching  to 
the  miners.  He  invited  John  Wesley  to  come  from  London  to  Bristol 
and  share  in  this  radically  new  form  of  witnessing  to  the  Word. 

Wesley  first  tried  field  preaching  reluctantly  “consenting  to  be  more 
vile"  as  he  put  it,  in  a  brickfield  on  Hanham  Hill  near  Bristol  on  April 
2,  1739.  Three-thousand  persons  gathered  to  listen.  From  this  preach¬ 
ing,  he  organized  the  converts  into  classes  and  societies.  The  Wesleyan 
Revival  was  on  its  way  to  changing  the  face  of  England. 

On  Hanham  Hill,  we  saw  a  monument  to  Wesley’s  preaching.  It  is 
not  a  statue  or  a  historical  marker.  It  is  a  beacon  light  which  goes  out 
equally  in  all  directions  probing  the  darkness. 

What  a  great  symbol  of  the  Wesleyan  Revival  —  and  of  the  “reason 
for  being"  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

We  are  called  to  share  the  saving,  healing,  reconciling  Word  with  all 
people  —  regardless  of  race,  social  class,  or  working  conditions.  The 
Gospel  we  preach  affirms  that  God’s  grace  knows  no  boundaries;  that 
the  love  of  Christ  is  available  to  all  people. 

Is  there  a  more  important  word  for  our  day?  I  recently  came  across 
this  thought:  “If  God  is  not  in  charge,  our  work  is  fruitless.  If  God  is  in 
charge,  our  work  is  urgent!" 


What's  Your  Excuse? 

Bible  Week  and  Bible  Sunday  Observed  This  Month 


We  really  have  no  good  excuses 
for  not  reading  and  studying  the  Bi¬ 
ble  regularly.  The  50th  annual  NA¬ 
TIONAL  BIBLE  WEEK  campaign, 
November  18  to  25,  will  encourage 
Americans  to  use  the  Bible  more  of¬ 
ten  by  challenging  them  with  the 
question,  “What's  your  excuse?” 

In  countries  where  the  Bible  is 
not  readily  available,  individuals  do 
have  a  good  reason  for  not  reading 
and  studying  it  regularly.  We  can 
help  change  that  situation.  We  can 
assist  the  American  Bible  Society  in 
their  current  efforts  to  provide  30 
million  Bibles  in  18  different  lan¬ 


guages  to  the  people  in  the  U.S.S.R. 
and  in  central  and  eastern  Europe 
who  have  requested  them.  A  special 
offering  will  be  received  on  BIBLE 
SUNDAY  November  18,  for  this 
“Gifts  of  Love”  project. 

The  Laymen’s  National  Bible  As¬ 
sociation  needs  financial  support 
for  the  interfaith  BIBLE  WEEK 
campaign.  The  organization  hopes 
to  spread  their  message  of  encour¬ 
agement  for  reading  the  Bible 
through  publicity  on  radio,  televi¬ 
sion  and  posters  and  in  newspapers 
and  magazines.  Previous  years' 


campaigns  have  been  considered 
quite  effective  in  increasing  Ameri¬ 
cans'  use  of  the  Bible. 

The  American  Bible  Association, 
a  separate  agency  which  works  co¬ 
operatively  with  the  Laymen’s  Na¬ 
tional  Bible  Association,  began  in 
May  1989.  Its  current  project  is 
serving  people  in  countries  behind 
the  crumbling  “iron  curtain”  and 
toppling  Berlin  wall.  American 
churches  raised  more  than  one-half 
million  dollars  in  support  of  the 
“Gifts  of  Love”  program  in  1989. 
We  are  encouraged  through  the 


American  Bible  Association’s  pro¬ 
motion  of  1990  BIBLE  SUNDAY 
to  help  “to  put  the  Bible  into  hands 
denied  it  for  so  long.” 

Contributions  for  both  projects 
may  be  submitted  through  local 
churches’  Conference  Remittance 
Forms  as  General  Advance  Specials 
on  line  3900.  On  the  attached  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials  sheet  please  list 
amounts  donated  for  each  agency 
separately,  as  donations  to  the 
“American  Bible  Society”  or  to  the 
“Laymen’s  National  Bible  Associa¬ 
tion.” 


Marilyn  Oden  Elected 
to  Board 

Marilyn  Brown  Oden,  a  member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  has  been  elected  to  the  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  Board  of 
Trustees  for  a  four-year  term. 

Mrs.  Oden,  a  noted  author,  keynote  speaker  and  educator,  was  chosen, 
according  to  Saint  Paul  president  Lovett  H.  Weems  Jr.,  along  with  four 
other  new  Board  members,  for  the  “distinctive  strength  [she]  brings  to  the 
work  of  St.  Paul.” 

Mrs.  Oden  cited  Saint  Paul’s  concern  for  “both  the  academic  and  practi¬ 
cal  sides  of  training  clergy”  as  well  as  its  “concern  with  the  spiritual  growth” 
of  its  students  as  two  of  the  major  reasons  she  accepted  this  honor. 

Mrs.  Oden,  the  wife  of  Dr.  William  B.  Oden,  Bishop  of  the  Louisiana 
Area  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  and  the  mother  of  four  children,  be¬ 
gan  her  term  July  1,  1990. 


Older  Adult  Ministries' 
Workshop  Scheduled 


Resources  Available  for 
Advent-Christmas 


The  Resource  Library  at  the  Con¬ 
ference  Office  has  a  variety  of  audio 
visual  resources  for  use  by  local 
churches  throughout  the  year. 
There  are  several  resources  avail¬ 
able  which  would  be  of  particular 
interest  during  the  Advent-Christ¬ 
mas  season. 

“Martin  the  Cobbler”  —  story 
based  upon  Tolstoy’s  “Where  Love 
Is,  God  Is.”  (Appropriate  for  all 
ages)  1 6  mm 

VHS 

“The  City  That  Forgot  About 
Christmas”  —  (Children) 

“I  will  take  you  to  see  the  Christ 
Child”  —  (Children) 

“When  the  Littlest  Camel  Knelt” 
—  (Children) 

“The  Nativity”  —  (Children  — 
Hanna  Barbera) 

“Preparing  for  Christmas  II”  — 
(Children  —  Adults) 

“Star  of  Bethlehem”  —  (Chil¬ 
dren) 

“The  Secret  of  The  Second  Base¬ 
ment”  —  (Children  —  Adults) 

“The  Other  Wise  Man”  —  (Chil¬ 
dren  —  Adults) 

“Christmas  Is”  —  (Children) 


The  Mission  Personnel  Resources 
Program  Department  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
seeking  responsible  and  qualified 
persons  for  available  assignments. 
Mission  service  includes  “Young 
Adult  Mission  Opportunities”  and 
“Mission  Service  Teaching  Oppor¬ 
tunities.” 

A  new  definition  of  mission  is 
emerging  as  Christian  young  adults 
representing  all  ethnic,  social,  polit¬ 
ical  and  economic  backgrounds  de¬ 
termine  their  role  in  the  church. 
Persons  between  the  ages  of  22-30, 
who  have  a  college  degree  or  signifi¬ 
cant  work  experience,  and  who 
have  the  desire  to  explore  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  mission  in  today’s  world, 
may  be  eligible  for  mission  oppor¬ 
tunities  offered  by  the  Board.  Place¬ 
ments  listed  are  in  Africa,  Asia,  the 
Caribbean,  Europe,  Latin  America, 
the  Pacific,  the  Middle  East,  and 
the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico. 
Assignments  are  defined  in  detail. 

The  three-year  multi-ethnic  mis¬ 
sion  intern  program  involves  young 
adults  in  a  one-month  orientation, 
15  months  of  work-study  overseas 


Filmstrips 

“And  There  Were  Shepherds”  — 
(Children  —  Adults) 

“Christmas  with  Carol  and  Pe¬ 
ter”  —  (Children) 

“Friendly  Beasts  at  Jesus’  Man¬ 
ger”  —  (Children) 

“Christmas  Around  the  World” 

—  (Children  —  Adults) 

“Green  Whistles  Can’t  Sing  Glo¬ 
ry  To  God”  —  (Children) 

“When  the  Littlest  Camel  Knelt” 

—  (Children) 

“Mary’s  Song”  —  (Children) 

Kits 

“Have  Yourself  a  Merry  Christ¬ 
mas”  —  (Children) 

“Come  and  Behold  Him”  — 
(Children) 

"Christ  Is  Come”  —  (Children 

—  Adults) 

For  a  description  of  these  re¬ 
sources,  check  the  Conference  Re¬ 
source  Center  Catalog.  To  reserve 
any  of  these  resources  or  other 
items  in  the  Resource  Library,  con¬ 
tact  the  Conference  Office  at  (504) 
346-1646,  or  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 


The  National  Convocation  on 
Older  Adult  Ministries  will  be  held 
at  the  Fort  Worth  Hilton  Hotel  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  January  12-13, 
1991.  This  event  is  sponsored  by 
the  Advisory/Coordinating  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Older  Adult  Ministries  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church, 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

All  workshops  available  deal  with 
the  older  adult  and  his/her  cares 
and  concerns,  along  with  the  mis¬ 
sion  and  ministry  of  the  Church. 
Some  of  the  workshops  that  will  be 
held  are: 

The  ABC’s  of  Older  Adult  Minis¬ 
try.  This  workshop  pertains  to  the 
learning  and  sharing  ministry  of  an 
older  adult  in  the  church.  Charac¬ 
teristics  of  this  model  ministry  and 
the  intergenerational  dimension  of 
older  adult  ministries  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed. 

Planning  for  the  Retirement  Years 

is  designed  to  help  older  adults 
think  through  the  implications  of 
work  and  retirement  and  to  cope 
with  such  critical  issues  as  a  fixed 
income,  time  management,  alterna¬ 
tive  housing,  and  service-oriented 
volunteer  work  within  the  church 
and  community. 


The  Needs,  Aspirations  and  Gifts 
of  the  Ethnic  Minority  Elderly 
Workshop  will  feature  a  panel  of 
ethnic  minority  representatives  who 
will  discuss  the  general,  as  well  as 
the  unique  problems,  of  the  ethnic 
minority  elderly. 

Ethnical  and  Legal  Issues  Faced 
by  Older  Adults  will  emphasize  is¬ 
sues  such  as  guardianship,  the  pow¬ 
er  of  attorney,  living  wills, 
long-term  care,  life-support  sys¬ 
tems,  and  dying  with  dignity. 

Issues  Confronting  Older  Women 
will  focus  on  problems  faced  by  sin¬ 
gle  and  widowed  women,  and  older 
women  as  caregivers.  Such  concerns 
as  living  alone,  reduced  income, 
physical,  social,  and  spiritual  well¬ 
being  will  be  explored. 

Because  space  is  limited,  persons 
interested  are  urged  to  make  hotel 
accommodations  directly  with  the 
Hilton  by  December  1,  1990.  Reser¬ 
vations  will  be  on  a  first-come,  first- 
served  basis.  For  further 
information  regarding  the  seminar, 
contact  Trudie  Kibbe  Preciphs  with 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
601  West  Riverview  Avenue,  Day- 
ton.  Ohio  45406-5543,  (513)  227- 
9400. 


Saint  Paul  President  Lovett  H.  Weems  |r.  visits  with  Board  of  Trust¬ 
ees  members  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  during  the  recent 
Board  of  Trustees  meeting.  From  I.  to  r.  are:  Dr.  Weems,  Mrs.  Oden, 
and  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  Rev. 
Andrews  was  named  to  the  Board  last  year. 

Urban  Ministries  Opportunity 

Director  of  Urban  Ministries  for  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  is  needed.  Opened  to  a  qualified,  motivated  clergy  or  lay¬ 
person  who  is  an  active  member  in  a  local  United  Methodist  Church. 
Experience  is  required  in  urban  problems  —  solutions  in  large  metro¬ 
politan  area.  Competence  in  working  with  racial,  ethnic,  religious  and 
secular  segments.  Inquiries  are  to  be  sent  to: 

Search  Committee 
New  Orleans  District 
3401  Canal  Street 
New  Orleans,  LA  70119 


In  Memoriam 


Rev.  Thomas  Frederick  King,  retired  minister,  died  October  14, 
1990  at  the  age  of  92.  Rev.  King  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Henrietta, 
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Mission  Assignments  Now  Available 


and  16  months  of  action  education 
in  the  United  States.  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can,  Black  American,  Hispanic 
American  and  Native  American 
young  adults  also  have  the  option  of 
a  one-year  program,  which  includes 
the  orientation,  nine  or  more 
months  overseas  and  a  period  of 
interpretation  in  churches  in  the 
U.S,  Mission  Interns  receive  subsis¬ 
tence  salary,  travel  and  insurance. 
The  program  runs  on  alternate 
years.  The  next  program  is  in  1992. 
Application  deadline  is  December 
1,  1991. 

Participants  of  the  US-2  program 
serve  for  two  years  as  youth  work¬ 
ers,  residence  managers,  teachers, 
outreach  workers,  community  orga¬ 
nizers  and  program  coordinators  in 
diverse  ministries  throughout  the 
United  States,  Puerto  Rico  and  the 
Virgin  Islands.  Commitment  to  the 
Christian  faith  and  sensitivity  in 
cross-cultural  settings  are  impor¬ 
tant.  Selected  applicants  receive 
housing,  food,  health  insurance, 
and  a  stipend  of  $200  per  month. 
Annual  application  deadline  is  Feb¬ 
ruary  1,  1991. 


Further  information  regarding 
these  two  programs  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  contacting  the  Mission 
Personnel  Resources  Program  De¬ 
partment,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive. 
Room  1470,  New  York,  NY  101 15, 
1-800-654-5929. 

The  National  Program  Division 
offers  an  annual  Summer  Intern 
Program.  The  program  provides  a 
mission  leadership  experience  for 
1 5  to  20  college  students  for  a  peri¬ 
od  of  ten  weeks.  The  interns  work 
in  National  Division  related  agen¬ 
cies  including  community  centers, 
children’s  homes,  cooperative  par¬ 
ishes,  battered  women  shelters  and 
community  organizing  projects. 
The  National  Division  provides  in¬ 
terns  with  a  $100  weekly  stipend 
and  travel  to  and  from  the  place¬ 
ments;  the  placement  agencies  sup¬ 
ply  the  interns’  room  and  board. 
For  more  information  and  applica¬ 
tions  contact:  Young  Adult  Mission 
Leadership,  National  Program  Di¬ 
vision,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Room  333.  This  annual 
deadline  is  March  1,  1991. 


Mission  Service  Teaching  Oppor¬ 
tunities  focus  on  Christians  who  are 
professionally  qualified  to  teach 
and  are  experienced  in  community 
work  and  active  in  the  local  church. 
Those  persons  who  are  willing  to 
embrace  a  simple  lifestyle  and  who 
are  interested  in  sharing  skills  with 
students  and  colleagues  of  other  cul¬ 
tures,  histories  and  ideologies,  are 
prime  candidates  for  the  program. 
In  addition,  they  must  be  willing  to 
learn  from  others  as  well  as  to 
teach,  and  must  be  eager  to  build 
community  with  those  at  the  work¬ 
place. 

Educators  in  Mission's  purpose  is 
to  help  teachers  improve  their  skills 
and  to  assist  the  evangelistic  and  so¬ 
cial  service  ministries  of  schools 
and  local  churches  where  assigned. 
The  teacher  is  placed  in  partner 
churches  in  other  countries  for  a 
term  of  service  up  to  three  years. 
Qualification  requires  a  teacher’s 
certificate  with  experience.  To  pre¬ 
pare  for  this  program,  specialized 
training  will  be  provided  in  the 
U.S.,  including  language  training  as 
needed.  Compensation  includes 


travel,  housing,  medical  insurance, 
and  salary  at  a  level  similar  to  that 
of  teachers  in  assigned  area. 

The  Amity  Program  (Teaching 
English  in  China)  will  teach  English 
and  share  a  Christian  witness  and 
presence,  promoting  friendship  and 
understanding,  with  the  people  of 
China.  The  assignment  term  is  for 
two  years  and  qualifications  call 
for:  Language  Instructor  —  a  bache¬ 
lor’s  degree  or  its  equivalent  plus 
experience  in  teaching  or  working 
with  people  of  another  culture;  and 
Staff  Teacher  —  degree  in  ESL,  lin¬ 
guistics,  or  literature  and  previous 
experience  in  respective  field.  Ori¬ 
entations  are  scheduled  in  the  US, 
June  21  through  June  28,  1991, 
Stony  Point,  NY.  Application  dead¬ 
line  is  January  15,  1991.  Compen¬ 
sation  is  medical  coverage  and  basic 
insurance,  housing,  round-trip  trav¬ 
el  to  and  from  China,  and  a  modest 
salary. 

To  provide  Christians  from  this 
country  an  opportunity  to  share 
their  skills  and  learn  about  the  cul¬ 
ture  and  language  where  assigned  is 
the  purpose  of  the  Missionary  Asso¬ 


ciate  Program  (Teaching  English  in 
Japan  and  Korea).  Placement  is 
with  Christian  high  schools  and  col¬ 
leges  and  occasionally  may  include 
social  centers.  The  term  of  service  is 
for  two  years.  Qualifications  in¬ 
clude  a  bachelor's  degree  as  the 
minimum,  with  a  master’s  degree  or 
special  training  in  teaching  English 
as  a  second  language  preferred.  A 
teaching  certificate  is  also  useful. 
Travel,  housing,  medical  insurance, 
and  a  modest  salary  is  paid  by  the 
receiving  institutions. 

USA  Teaching  Assignments  are 
service  assignments  in  the  US 
which  provide  persons  with  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  be  missionaries  in  their 
own  country.  Placements  are  with 
McCurdy  School  in  Espanola.  New 
Mexico,  and  Red  Bird  Mission 
School  in  Beverly,  Kentucky. 

Additional  information  pertain¬ 
ing  to  any  of  these  assignments  in¬ 
cluding  applications,  may  be 
obtained  from  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  or  through  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Office  at  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802;  (504)  346-1646. 
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Editorial : 


Facing  a  terrible  reality 


Mention  of  “My  Lai"  conjures  up 
one  of  the  most  painful  images  from 
the  Vietnam  War:  the  1968  massa¬ 
cre  by  U.S.  soldiers  of  hundreds  of 
South  Vietnamese  civilians. 

Following  the  1 97 1  conviction  of 
Lt.  William  L.  Calley  Jr.  as  the  offi¬ 
cer  responsible  for  the  massacre,  a 
sadder-but-wiser  nation  hoped  such 
horrors  never  would  be  repeated. 

That  hope  was  shattered  recently 
by  an  unlikely  source  in  an  unlikely 
setting. 

A  United  Methodist  layman  has 
presented  evidence  to  our  church’s 
mission  board  that  U.S.  troops 
killed  many  innocent  Panamanian 
civilians  during  last  year’s  invasion 
of  that  country  and  subsequently 
covered  up  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  tragedy  (see  UMR,  Oct.  26). 

Donald  W.  Stewart,  an  Alabama  at¬ 
torney  and  former  U.S.  senator,  had 
just  returned  from  Panama  as  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  “Volunteer  in  Mission.” 

“I  found  out  something  1  was  not 
prepared  to  believe,”  Mr.  Stewart 
told  directors  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

“We  murdered  innocent  civil¬ 
ians,  buried  them  in  our  body  bags 
in  unmarked  graves  and  tried  to 
pretend  that  we  didn’t,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Stewart  said  that  “eyewitness 
after  eyewitness”  told  the  same  sto¬ 
ry.  They  showed  him  photographs 
documenting  some  of  the  killings. 


Outraged,  Mr.  Stewart  said  that 
what  he  heard  and  saw  are  "not 
right  under  God's  law  and  . . .  not 
the  way  a  great  nation  should  act.” 

We  share  his  moral  outrage. 

Mr.  Stewart’s  findings,  like  those 
from  My  Lai,  bring  Americans  face  to 
face  with  a  terrible  reality:  the  demon¬ 
ic  impulses  that  warfare  often  triggers 
even  in  otherwise  virtuous  people. 

“War  is  hell”  partly  because  it  often 
invites  good  people  to  do  evil  things. 

The  evil  is  compounded,  becoming 
like  a  festering  wound,  when  shielded 
from  public  view.  Mr.  Stewart’s  report 
raises  the  specter  that  such  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  Panama  with  the  knowledge 
of  U.S.  militaryand  civilian  leaders. 

If  that’s  so,  opportunity  thus  far 
has  been  denied  to  examine  evi¬ 
dence  of  apparently  unlawful  kill¬ 
ings  in  a  court  of  law. 

The  latter  includes  bringing  to 
justice  those  who  violated  laws, 
both  moral  and  martial,  that  apply 
even  under  conditions  of  war. 

As  Christians,  we  should  join 
with  Mr.  Stewart  and  our  church’s 
mission  board  in  requesting  a  bi¬ 
partisan  investigation  of  Mr.  Stew¬ 
art’s  findings  by  Congress. 

If  U.S.  soldiers  committed  atroc¬ 
ities  against  Panamanian  civilians  as 
alleged,  we  should  acknowledge  it 
and  get  on  with  the  process  of  bring¬ 
ing  to  justice  those  who  are  responsi¬ 
ble.  We  also  need  to  make  amends 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 
'Limiting  Holy  Communion 
to  elders  would  be  mistake' 


Images  from  the  Vietnam  War  include  scenes  such  as  this  of  people 
fleeing  their  homes  and,  most  painful  of  all,  of  the  My  Lai  massacre.  Evi¬ 
dence  that  U.S.  troops  killed  Panamanian  civilians  during  last  year's  in¬ 
vasion  evokes  memories  of  My  Lai  and  calls  for  expressions  of  outrage. 


to  affected  Panamanian  citizens. 

We  commend  Mr.  Stewart  for 
daring  to  be  the  messenger  of  such 
repulsive  news  and  placing  it  in  its 
proper  moral  and  spiritual  context: 


as  an  abomination  to  God. 

Only  as  that  reality  penetrates  our 
individual  and  collective  souls  can 
steps  be  taken  to  prevent  “My  Lai” 
and  “Panama”  from  happening  again. 


Here  I  Stand= 


We  must  question  ties  with  divisive  groups 


By  MARTHA  WINDHAM  D'AQUILA 

This  summer  I  taught  from 
"Seeds  of  Promise,"  one  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  study  books  recommended  by 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

I  found  the  material  to  be  accu¬ 
rate  and  in  keeping  with  what  1 
have  experienced  in  and  learned 
about  Central  America. 

I  was  disturbed,  therefore,  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  deputy  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  (IRD)  recently  attacked 
the  book  by  focusing  on  a  part  of  it 
out  of  context  and  using  it  as  the 
basis  for  a  “communist  scare”  rou¬ 
tine  (see  UMR,  July  24). 

This  attack  on  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  and  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  has  wider  implica¬ 
tions  beyond  being  merely  a  talk 
before  a  single  group  of  100  United 
Methodist  Women. 

Let's  look  at  'think  tanks' 

Specifically,  it  would  serve  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  well  if  we  would  be¬ 
gin  to  look  closely  at  independent 
“think  tanks”  like  the  IRD  and  its 
efforts  to  influence  our  church’s 
mission  and  evangelism. 

Such  an  examination  is  particular¬ 
ly  critical  if  the  IRD  continues  to 
use  church  groups  to  legitimate  itself 


"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and 
concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the 
church.  The  Rev. 

Martha  Windham 
D'Aquila  is  pastor  of 
Winfield  Communi¬ 
ty  United  Methodist  Church  in  Win¬ 
field,  III.  (Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
" Here  /  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
7S266-0275. 

within  the  United  Methodist  family. 

For  example,  the  IRD  has  made 
it  its  business  to  attack  the  funding 
patterns  of  major  denominational 
boards  and  agencies.  One  might  in¬ 
fer  from  such  efforts  and  from  the 
IRD’s  involvement  with  the  Coali¬ 
tion  of  Evangelical  Women  and 
Good  News  (  an  unofficial  caucus 
within  the  United  Methodist  fam¬ 
ily)  that  the  IRD  is  a  religious  orga¬ 
nization.  It  is  not. 

In  her  recent  book,  “Spiritual 
Warfare,”  Sara  Diamond  explains 
how  the  Institute  on  Religion  and 
Democracy  got  its  start.  Shortly  af¬ 
ter  Ronald  Reagan’s  inauguration  a 


group  of  administration-linked  in¬ 
tellectuals  formed  the  IRD  to 
launch  an  “all-out  assault  on  the  pa¬ 
triotism  and  theological  integrity  of 
‘mainline’  Christians”  (Boston:  Or- 
bis  Press,  1989). 

According  to  Ms.  Diamond,  IRD 
spent  years,  funded  by  private  orga¬ 
nizations,  trying  to  link  mainline 
denominations  with  so-called  “ter¬ 
rorist”  organizations  in  developing 
countries — organizations  that  the 
Reagan  administration  hoped  to  de¬ 
feat  through  a  variety  of  paramili¬ 
tary  and  intelligence  operations. 

Such  operations  against  develop¬ 
ing  countries  are  known  as  “low  in¬ 
tensity  warfare”  or  “low  intensity 
conflict.”  Their  impact  is  to  keep 
countries  in  turmoil  with  resulting 
adverse  effects  on  most  women  and 
children.  Hence,  low  intensity  war¬ 
fare  is  truly  a  “war  against  the  poor” 
(see  also  Jack  Nelson-Pallmeyer, 
“War  Against  the  Poor:  Low-Intensi¬ 
ty  Conflict  and  the  Christian  Faith,” 
Maryknoll,  NY:  Orbis,  1988). 

Portrayed  as  non-partisan 

In  addition,  while  IRD  was  busily 
at  work  on  its  media  campaign 
against  mainline  Protestant 
churches,  it  portrayed  itself  as  a 
non-partisan  moderate  organization 
of  important  religious  leaders  and 
theologians. 


By  contrast,  Ms.  Diamond’s  re¬ 
search  shows  that  the  institute  is 
composed  almost  entirely  of  “long¬ 
time  neoconservative  ideologues  and 
recycled  academic  cold  warriors.” 

In  its  attacks,  IRD  has  proved  what 
a  group  of  “private  citizens”  can  ac¬ 
complish  if  they  have  corporate  fund¬ 
ing  and  ties  to  the  White  House. 

The  institute  now  has  reappeared 
within  the  United  Methodist  family. 

Is  this  the  type  of  organization  that 
Good  News  and  the  Evangelical  Co¬ 
alition  of  United  Methodist  Women 
wish  to  involve  in  the  affairs  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church? 

The  dialogue  that  needs  to  be  go¬ 
ing  on  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  not  an  inherently  divisive 
dialogue  between  conservatives, 
moderates,  and  liberals  as  the  Insti¬ 
tute  on  Religion  and  Democracy 
and  its  ilk  would  encourage. 

Rather,  it  is  a  dialogue  about 
whether  we  as  United  Methodists 
will  be  people  of  the  heart,  that  is, 
whether  we  will  love  God  and 
neighbor  beyond  the  boundaries  of 
color,  culture,  nationality,  and  eco¬ 
nomics  and  act  out  of  that  love. 

If  that’s  what  we  intend  to  do,  I  fail 
to  see  how  we  can  remain  indifferent 
toward  the  likes  of  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy  whose  aims 
appear  to  be  at  odds  with  our  identi¬ 
ty  and  goals  as  United  Methodists. 


I  firmly  believe  the  sacrament  of 
Holy  Communion  is  very  impor¬ 
tant.  But  to  limit  the  administration 
of  it  to  elders  as  the  Committee  to 
Study  the  Ministry  proposes  would 
be  a  mistake  (see  UMR,  Oct.  1 2). 

Where  are  we  going  to  get  all  the 
elders  to  cover  for  the  non-elders 
under  appointment? 

Before  I  was  ordained,  my  people 
didn’t  ask  if  I  was  ordained  but  they 
expected  me  as  their  pastor  under 
appointment  to  serve  communion, 
officiate  at  funerals,  weddings,  bap¬ 
tisms,  etc.  Didn't  the  Wesleys  have 
lay  preachers? 

One  ordination  is  fine  with  me, 
but  to  restrict  communion  to  elders 
only  would  further  weaken  our  de¬ 
nomination.  We  need  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  the  character  of  our  clergy 
and  not  so  much  on  restrictive  regu¬ 
lations.  Things  that  would  not  have 
been  tolerated  when  I  was  licensed 
in  1941  are  all-too-common  today. 

Stewart  F.  Bingman 

Mechanicsburg,  Pennsylvania 

Brick  wall  grows 

The  change  suggested  by  a  special 
Committee  to  Study  the  Ministry  to 
restrict  the  serving  of  Communion 
to  ordained  elders  will  put  a  few 
more  bricks  in  the  wall  separating 
clergy  from  laity  and  further  align 
ourselves  with  Roman  Catholicism. 

Have  we  forgotten  how  our 
church  began:  with  the  ministries  of 
a  Spirit-filled  laity  and,  according 
to  Anglican  law,  improperly  or¬ 
dained  clergy.  Let’s  not  forget  our 
roots  in  our  efforts  to  be  “just  like 
the  other  big  churches.” 

Roderick  McDonald 

Escondido,  California 

We  prefer  our  minister! 

I  want  to  voice  my  opposition  to 
the  proposed  change  that  would  re¬ 
strict  serving  of  Holy  Communion 
to  elders  (see  UMR,  Oct.  12). 

We  love  and  trust  our  God-sent 
minister.  We  don’t  want  some  edu¬ 
cated  degree  person  that  we  do  not 
know  to  administer  Holy  Com  mu- 


Faithfully  yours = 


Run,  don't  walk,  to  experience  'The  Creation'! 


The  next  time  you  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  hear  a  performance  of 
“The  Creation” 
by  Franz  Joseph 
Haydn,  my  advice 
is:  Run,  don’t 
walk,  to  it. 

I  offer  this 
counsel  based  on 
recent  reacquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  ora¬ 
torio  masterpiece,  my  first  live 
hearing  of  it  in  25  or  so  years. 

Three  things  struck  me  during 
this  excellent  performance  by  a  pro¬ 
fessional  chamber  orchestra,  three 
voice  professors  at  a  seminary,  and 
a  huge-yet-agile  chorus: 

1 .  Presentation  of  “The  Cre¬ 
ation”  can  be,  as  this  one  was,  a 
communitv-wide  exoerience.  The 


% 

John  A.  Lovelace 


libretto’s  core  Old  Testament  text 
makes  it  equally  performable  by 
Christian  or  Jew. 

2.  It  makes  a  lot  of  difference— 
perhaps  ALL  the  difference— 
whether  the  singers  have  any  per¬ 
sonal  concept  of  and  belief  in  the 
words  they  are  expected  to  sing. 

The  person  who  treats  lightly  the 
scriptural  claim  that  “The  heavens 
are  telling  the  glory  of  God” — the 
opening  line  of  the  oratorio’s  most 
famous  chorus — had  best  avoid 
mixing  music  and  hypocrisy. 

3.  Haydn’s  music,  written  nearly 
200  years  ago,  comes  about  as  close 
as  anyone  could  imagine  to  textual 
literalism. 

When  the  soprano  soloist  informs 
us  that  “The  marvelous  works  be¬ 
hold  amazed  . . .”  you’d  have  to  be 


tone  deaf  not  to  hear  the  accompa¬ 
nying  lofty  “amazement,”  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  upper  stringed 
instruments.  And  when  the  baritone 
soloist  declares,  “Now  furious 
storms  tempestuous  rage  . . .’’  you’d 
better  believe  that  the  whole  orches¬ 
tra  is  bowin’  and  blowin’  up  a  storm. 

Musicologists  have  a  term  for  it: 
“Tone  painting.”  My  word  for  it: 
Syncretism,  taking  one  form — the 
music — and  making  it  equally  de¬ 
scriptive  with  another  form — the 
message. 

I’ll  not  lose  my  love  for  other 
great  sacred  choral  works  like  Han¬ 
del's  “Messiah”  or  Mozart’s  “Re¬ 
quiem.” 

But  the  next  time  I  want  religious 
inspiration  via  a  marvelous  match¬ 
ing  of  words  and  music.  I’ll  look  for 
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(Last  week's  answer:  Philippians  4:6) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  5 

Monday:  Psalms  129 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 30 
Wednesday:  Ruth  4:7-1 7 
Thursday:  Matthew  23:1-12 
Friday:  Matthew  23: 1 3-39 
Saturday:  1  Thessalonians  2:9-13 
Sunday:  1  Thessalonians  2:17-20 


nion  in  our  church. 

Mrs.  Wallace  Cantrell 
Rock  Island,  Tennessee 

You  missed  my  point 

The  editing  of  my  recent  letter 
was  nothing  short  of  embarrassing 
for  me  (see  UMR,  Oct.  26,  “What 
do  you  think?”). 

It  was  the  sort  of  thing  that  I 
might  clip  and  save  as  an  example 
of  atheism  in  the  church  if  someone 
else  had  written  it.  You  turned  the 
entire  point  on  its  head  by  printing 
only  the  satirical  part  in  response  to 
your  question,  “Is  it  a  grave  matter 
to  take  God’s  name  in  vain?” 

The  satire:  “What  a  silly  question. 
It’s  not  as  though  God  is  a  minority 
or  female  or  some  other  type  of  liter¬ 
al  Being,  deserving  of  dignity  ...” 

I  went  on  to  point  to  the  double 
standard:  We  rewrite  traditional 
hymns,  come  up  with  alternative 
names  for  God,  and  risk  a  split  in  the 
church  to  honor  the  worth  of  certain 
disadvantaged  groups.  Then  we  turn 
around  and  question  whether  God  is 
worthy  of  the  same  level  of  respect. 

Something’s  wrong  in  the  think 
tank  when  we  come  up  with  editori¬ 
al  ideas  like  this.  It  reaches  the  lim¬ 
its  of  arrogance  to  put  one  of  God’s 
formal  commandments,  one  relat¬ 
ing  to  His  own  holiness  no  less,  up 
for  a  popularity  trial. 

Better  question:  Has  United  Meth¬ 
odism  developed  such  an  egocentric 
faith  that  nothing  can  stand  as  “true” 
on  the  merit  of  Scripture  alone  with¬ 
out  first  being  ratified  by  the  popular 
audience?  If  we  continue  to  see  our¬ 
selves  as  being  so  morally  and  intel¬ 
lectually  developed  that  we  can 
establish  fundamental  truths  and  pri¬ 
orities  without  regard  to  scriptural 
boundaries.  United  Methodism  is 
certain  to  continue  its  decline. 

Your  question  goes  far  beyond 
the  bounds  of  “think  and  let  think” 
and  attacks  the  roots  of  who  we  are, 
who  God  is,  and  what  our  founda¬ 
tional  beliefs  are  based  on. 

Bill  Singleton 
Dallas,  Texas 


a  similarly  excellent  performance  of 
“The  Creation.” 

I’ll  be  in  good  company.  Haydn 
himself  wrote  to  a  friend:  “I  was 
never  so  devout  as  during  that  time 
when  I  was  working  on  ‘The  Cre¬ 
ation’;  every  day  I  fell  on  my  knees 
and  asked  God  to  give  me  strength 
to  enable  me  to  pursue  the  work  to 
its  successful  conclusion.” 

Did  he  ever! 

—IOHNA.  LOVELACE 
Mr.  Lovelace  is  managing  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Grow  in  the  grace  and  knowl¬ 
edge  of  our  Lord  and  savior  Jesus 
Christ.  To  him  be  the  glory  both 
now  and  to  the  day  of  eternity.” 
(RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


Support  the  Africa 
University  Project 
Because  YOU  Can 
Make  a  Difference! 


At  the  1988  General  Conference,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  accepted  the  proposal  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  to  raise  $20  million 
during  the  current  quadrennium  to 
begin  the  Africa  University. 
Responsibility  for  equipping  the  li¬ 
brary  of  the  College  of  Theology  was 


accepted  by  the  General  Board  ol 
Publication  and  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  With  the  assistance 
and  recommendations  ol  seminaiy  li¬ 
brarians,  a  basic  list  of  about  7,500 
titles  has  been  compiled.  Total  fun¬ 
draising  goal  in  support  ol  the  library's 
development  is  $1  million. 


How  you  can  help  support  the  Africa 
University  Library ! 


Special  Commemorative  Hymnal 
To  support  the  Library  Fund,  Cokesbury 
has  prepared  a  special  Africa  University 
Edition  of  The  t  'niteO  MetbML>t  Hymnal.  This 
navy  blue  Pew  Edition  is  embossed  in  gold 
with  the  Africa  University'  emblem  on  the 
cover.  You  pay  only  Si  1 .95  — and  S 1 .50  of  it 
goes  to  the  Africa  University  Library  Fund 
in  your  name! 

AU0-285395.  SI  1.95 


Cokesbury 

Book!  •  Bible*  •  Church  Suppliet  / 

© 


Commemorative  Christmas  Cards 
Also  available  for  purchase  in  support  of  the 
Library  Fund  are  5  sets  of  Christmas  Cards. 
Each  set  contains  12  cards  — 3  each  of  A 
similar  designs.  The  cards  are  attractive  and 
reasonably  priced.  For  each  set  sold  at 
S2.95,  50c  will  be  donated. 

Set  of  12,  each,  $2.95 
AU0-280586.  Stained  Glass 
AU0-280597.  Shepherds 
AU0-280600.  Embossed  Asst. 
AU0-2806II.  Christmas  Cameos 
AU0-280564.  Bethlehem  Scries 

Call  1-800-672-1 789  toll  free,  order  by 
mail  from  your  Cokesbury  Service  Cen¬ 
ter,  or  visit  your  Cokesbury  store. 

Sati'/action  yuaniateetf1  AM  oaleo  tax  where 
applicable.  For  ortkro  up  to  $50,  aM  $2  for 
traihtportalion. 
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DISAGREE  OVER  SITE:  The  Rev. 

Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive  ofUnited 
Methodism’s  mission  agency,  says  it  is  “unbecom¬ 
ing”  to  consider  moving  the  agency’s  headquarters 
out  of  New  York,  “a  powerful  reminder  of  the 
church’s  mission."  However,  Randolph  Smith,  a 
Houston  attorney  who  heads  the  task  force  explor¬ 
ing  feasibility  of  moving  the  headquarters,  says  he 
believes  the  perception  of  New  York  as  a  special 
symbol  for  mission  work  is  “not  particularly  rele¬ 
vant”  to  task  force  work.  Dr.  Nugent  made  his 
comments  in  a  speech  to  the  board;  Mr.  Smith 
made  his  in  an  interview  with  Religious  News  Ser¬ 
vice.  A  recommendation  regarding  the  board’s  lo¬ 
cation  will  go  to  the  1992  General  Conference, 
United  Methodism’s  top  legislative  body. 


WHITHER  DIALOGUE?:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missions  board  voted  recently  to 
poll  its  members  on  the  “expectations,  ap¬ 
proach  and  format”  of  a  dialogue  the  board  has 
conducted  for  several  years  with  the  Georgia- 
based,  independent  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists.  Poll  results  are  to  be  used  by  the 
board’s  Committee  on  Research  and  Develop¬ 
ment  when  it  meets  in  February  to  consider  the 
future  of  the  dialogue.  At  the  center  of  contro¬ 
versy  are  claims  by  board  officials  that  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  detracts  from  the  board’s  work  by 
running  an  essentially  parallel  agency  that  com¬ 
petes  for  both  funding  and  loyalty.  The  Mission 
Society,  founded  in  1985,  claims  that  the  board 
has  neglected  its  primary  mandate  to  spread  the 
Gospel,  concentrating  instead  on  issues  of  social 
reform. 

DRUG  TESTIMONY:  The  Pan-Meth¬ 
odist  Coalition  on  Drug  and  Alcohol  Concerns' 
recently  heard  dozens  of  testimonies  from  for¬ 
mer  drug  users  as  part  of  the  coalition’s  five- 
year  plan  for  developing  resources  and  training 
churches  to  fight  the  “war  on  drugs.”  The  coali¬ 
tion  includes  members  of  the  African  Methodist 
Episcopal,  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion, 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  and  United 
Methodist  churches. 

ARRESTED:  Eight  demonstrators,  includ¬ 
ing  a  United  Methodist  district  superintendent, 
were  arrested  recently  during  an  anti-apartheid  ral¬ 
ly  in  New  York.  The  Rev.  Charles  Straut  Jr.,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Long  Island  West  District  of 
the  denomination’s  New  York  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  said  the  demonstrators  were  expressing  “soli¬ 
darity  with  the  South  Africans  who  are  still  being 
imprisoned  by  the  hundreds.” 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Methodist  peace  award  goes  to  Gorbachev 

World  Methodist  Council  decision  to  honor  Soviet  leader  predates  Nobel  Peace  Prize 


Reporter  Exclusive 

The  World  Methodist  Council 
has  named  Soviet  President  Mik¬ 
hail  Gorbachev  to  receive  its 
1990  World  Methodist  Peace 
Award. 

Council  officers  voted  on  Sept. 
27  to  present  the  award  to  Mr. 
Gorbachev,  but  announcement 
of  the  award  was  delayed  until 
the  Soviet  leader  agreed  to  accept 
the  honor. 

Nobel  intervened 

In  the  meantime,  Mr. 
Gorbachev  received  the  Nobel 
Peace  Prize,  a  development  that 
was  “received  with  great  pleasure 
by  the  officers  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council,”  according 
to  a  press  release. 

Mr.  Gorbachev  told  council 
leaders  he  will  “gladly  accept”  its 
world  peace  award,  said  the  Rev. 
Joe  Hale,  the  world  body’s  gener¬ 
al  secretary. 

Dr.  Hale  said  discussions  re¬ 


garding  time  and  place  of  the 
award  presentation  are  in  pro¬ 
gress. 

'Courage,  creativity' 

The  World  Methodist  Council 
cited  Mr.  Gorbachev  for  “coura¬ 
geous,  creative  and  consistent  ac¬ 
tions”  beginning  in  the  late 
1980s  and  recognized  him  as  the 
one  person  who  has  accom¬ 
plished  the  most  for  world  peace 
in  1990. 

According  to  the  three-fold  cri¬ 
teria  for  the  award,  Mr. 
Gorbachev  has  shown: 

✓  Creativity  as  a  catalyst  influ¬ 
encing  massive  global  changes 
through  “glasnost”; 

/  Courage  in  the  risks  he  has 
taken  in  the  interest  of  his  people 
which  have  generated  new  ideas 
and  possibilities  for  life  in  the 
Soviet  Union;  and 

/  Consistency  manifested  in 
steps  taken  over  a  short  time  that 
have  helped  end  40  years  of  cold 
war  in  Europe. 


“For  40  years  the  world  has 
been  covered  by  a  cloud  of  fear,” 
said  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Ke¬ 
nya,  president  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council.  "Many  have 
suffered  in  prison  and  even  died. 
President  Gorbachev,  together 
with  others,  has  been  used  by 
God  to  remove  this  cloud.” 

World  Methodist  Council  offi¬ 
cers  also  agreed  that  without 
these  changes,  the  present  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  Persian  Gulf  could 
have  been  inflamed  by  greater 
East-West  confrontation. 

Not  a  Christian 

“Mr.  Gorbachev  does  not  pro¬ 
fess  to  be  a  Christian,  but  since 
the  late  1980s  and  especially 
since  the  Millenium  Celebration 
of  the  Conversion  of  Russia  in 
1988,  he  has  taken  steps  to  free 
the  churches  in  the  U.S.S.R. 
from  oppressive  laws  which  have 
prohibited  the  full  expression  of 
Christian  witness  and  deprived 
the  church  of  land  and  proper¬ 


ties,”  the  announcement  of  the 
award  said. 

The  nomination  of  Mr. 
Gorbachev  was  brought  to  the  of¬ 
ficers  by  the  Rev.  Lee  F.  Tuttle, 
an  internationally  known  leader 
in  world  Methodism,  now  retired 
and  living  in  Winston-Salem, 
N.C. 

1 1  awards  given 

The  World  Methodist  Peace 
Award  was  created  in  1976.  The 
first  award  was  given  to  Miss  Sai- 
die  Patterson  of  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  in  1977. 

Eleven  awards  have  been  giv¬ 
en,  most  of  them  to  Methodists. 
The  exceptions  are  Egyptian 
President  Anwar  Sadat,  a  Mos¬ 
lem,  named  in  1978  for  his  his¬ 
toric  journey  to  Jerusalem  and 
also  a  Nobel  Peace  Laureate  that 
year,  and  former  U.S.  president 
Jimmy  Carter,  a  Baptist,  cited  in 
1985  for  his  extensive  efforts  for 
reconciliation  and  peace,  both 
while  in  office  and  since  leaving 


Mikhail  Gorbachev 
. .  .cited  for  peace  efforts 
the  White  House. 


The  World  Methodist  Council 
represents  54  million  adherents 
of  Methodism  in  every  region  of 
the  world. 


700  young  people  answer 


a  call  to  ministry 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— “God  still  calls!” 

The  powerful  voice  of  the  Rev. 
Cornelius  L.  Henderson  rolled 
across  the  hotel  ballroom  as 
more  than  1,200  high  school  and 
college  students  listened  intently. 

Their  presence  at  the  mid-Oc¬ 
tober  event,  “Exploration  ’90: 
National  United  Methodist  Con¬ 
vocation  on  Ordained  Ministry.” 
affirmed  the  declaration  by  the 
North  Georgia  district  superin¬ 
tendent. 

These  young  people  came  to 
St.  Louis  to  explore  what  God’s 
call  might  mean  in  their  lives.  In 
the  words  of  one  speaker,  it  was 
“the  largest  national  meeting  for 
those  considering  the  ordained 
ministry  in  more  than  200  years 
ofUnited  Methodism." 

Interest  in  this  event  was  so 


"The  scary  thing  is  to 
turn  your  entire  life 
over  to  God,  to  let 
go  of  all  control  of 
your  life." 

— Participant 


great,  said  the  Rev.  KilSang  Yoon, 
coordinator,  that  more  than  200 
students  had  to  be  turned  away 
because  of  lack  of  space. 

He  noted  that  the  number  of 
young  people  exploring  a  call  to 
ministry  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  of  more  than  passing 
interest  to  the  denomination. 

Almost  40  percent  of  active 
clergy  will  retire  in  the  next  10 
years,  according  to  Mr.  Yoon.  He 
is  a  director  of  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  for  the  de¬ 


nomination’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Only  nine  percent  of  active  cler¬ 
gy  are  under  age  35,  he  added. 

The  St.  Louis  convocation  for 
youths  arose  out  of  these  indica¬ 
tions  of  a  shortage  of  pastoral 
leadership  in  the  immediate  fu¬ 
ture,  he  said.  Another  convoca¬ 
tion  will  be  held  in  two  years. 

Gifts  were  identified 

At  the  weekend  event,  the  stu¬ 
dents — who  had  been  identified 
by  their  church  leaders  as  having 
gifts  for  ministry — listened  to 
speakers  tell  of  their  own  call  to 
ministry.  Participants  also  wor¬ 
shiped,  met  in  small  groups  to  dis¬ 
cuss  their  confusions  and  hopes, 
met  with  representatives  of  semi¬ 
naries  and  attended  workshops  on 
various  forms  of  ministry. 

In  the  small  groups,  the  youths 
began  to  recognize  a  pattern:  many 


of  them  had  been  approached  in 
their  home  churches  with  the  same 
question,  "Have  you  considered 
becoming  a  minister?" 

“Is  God  repetitive?”  one  stu¬ 
dent  asked. 

“No,  God  is  consistent,”  an¬ 
other  answered. 

“The  scary  thing  is  to  turn 
your  entire  life  over  to  God,  to 
let  go  of  all  control  of  your  life,” 
yet  another  youth  said. 

700  made  commitment 

On  the  final  evening  more  than 
700  students  committed  them¬ 
selves  to  Christian  ministry  when 
challenged  by  the  Rev.  William 
H.  Hinson,  pastor  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Houston. 

Dr.  Hinson  asked  them,  “Who 
will  take  the  hands  of  a  hurting 
world?” 

As  the  young  people  poured 
from  their  seats  to  the  altar  some 


were  smiling  confidently,  some 
wept  quietly  and  some  were  arm 
in  arm  with  friends  who  were 
making  the  commitment  together. 

Next  morning,  at  the  closing 
worship,  the  Rev.  Sheron  C. 
Patterson  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Dallas,  told  the 
youths  that  though  they  may  be 
scared,  they  are  also  able.  As  they 
set  forth  on  their  journey  in  min¬ 
istry,  she  urged  them  not  to  be 
deterred  by  fear. 

The  service  included  the  hymn 
“Whom  Shall  I  Send?”  based  on 
the  famous  text  of  God’s  call  in 
Isaiah.  As  the  young  people  sang 
the  refrain,  “Here  I  am.  Lord  . . . 
I  will  go.  Lord,  if  you  need  me,” 
one  by  one,  spontaneously,  they 
began  to  stand  until  most  were 
standing  in  an  apparent  reaffir¬ 
mation  of  their  commitment  of 
the  night  before. 

God  still  calls,  indeed. 


REPORTER  STAFE  PHOTO  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BAEAY 


ST.  LOUIS — These  six  United  Methodist  young  people  are  representative  of  the  1,200  who  participated 
in  "Exploration  '90,"  a  convocation  on  ministry  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry.  Participants  are  (front  row,  left  to  right)  Siaosi  Maaseia,  San  Francisco  and  lavier  Acosta, 
Phoenix,  Ariz.;  (back  row,  left  to  right)  Carlton  McClam,  Greenville,  S.C.;  Esther  Cho,  Denver;  Alice 
Fleming,  Charlotte,  Mich.;  Michael  Kendall,  Gloucester  Point,  Va. 


Baptism  study  panel  to  re-write 
document  following  criticism 


Young  man's  response 
gives  his  life  direction 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 

Sharp  dissent  has  emerged  within 
the  special  committee  studying  the 
United  Methodist  understanding  of 
baptism  (see  UMR,  May  4  and 

Among  those  who  have  voiced 
concern  is  the  Rev.  Thomas  A. 
Langford  Jr.  of  Duke  University  Di¬ 
vinity  School.  He  was  instrumental 
in  drafting  the  theological  statement 
adopted  by  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference,  United  Methodism’s  top 
legislative  body. 

Dr.  Langford  said  the  present 
baptism  study  report  “fundamen¬ 
tally  alters  United  Methodism’s 
theological  character.” 

In  an  1 1-page  critique  of  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  draft,  he  said.  “The  docu¬ 
ment  shifts  United  Methodist  self 
understanding  from  a  means  of  grace 
tradition  to  a  sacramental  tradition.” 

Other  specific  areas  of  conflict 
cited  by  critics  include  the  commit¬ 


tee’s  concept  of  automatic  church 
membership  for  infants  and  all  bap¬ 
tized  people  and  a  name  change  for 
confirmation. 

A  subcommittee  composed  of  the 
Rev.  Gayle  C.  Felton  of  Duke  Di¬ 
vinity  School;  the  Rev.  Garnett  M. 
Wilder,  pastor  of  Snellville  (Ga.) 
United  Methodist  Church,  and 
committee  chairperson  the  Rev. 
Mark  C.  Trotter,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  San  Die¬ 
go,  met  in  Nashville  Oct.  21-22  to 
address  some  areas  of  concern. 

Following  the  meeting.  Dr.  Trot¬ 
ter  told  the  Reporter  that  the  sub¬ 
committee  is  “making  quite  a  few 
suggestions  to  the  writers  to 
strengthen  the  paper.” 

The  Rev.  E.  Dale  Dunlap,  who, 
along  with  Dr.  Sharon  Hels,  was  the 
original  drafter  of  the  paper,  is  con¬ 
sidering  a  rewrite  that  will  include 
suggestions  from  the  sub-commit¬ 
tee,  Dr.  Trotter  said. 

Dr.  Dunlap  is  a  retired  dean  of 


United  Methodist-related  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City. 
Mo.  Dr.  Hels  is  editor  of  “Quarterly 
Review.” 

While  recognizing  the  areas  of 
disagreement.  Dr.  Trotter  empha¬ 
sized  that  “the  great  strength  of  this 
paper  is  its  holistic  approach  to 
what  happens  from  birth  to  death.” 

Dr.  Trotter  said  many  United 
Methodists  were  concerned  about 
the  committee’s  proposals  for 
change  in  confirmation.  Actually,  he 
said,  that  rite  is  being  strengthened 
by  placing  more  emphasis  on  one’s 
personal  experience  of  God’s  pres¬ 
ence.  The  name  may  be  changed  to 
“Affirmation  of  Baptism.” 

Dr.  Trotter  said  a  copy  of  the 
draft  being  proposed  for  revision  is 
available  to  all  United  Methodists 
through  the  Rev.  Charles  R.  Kish- 
paugh,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202-0840. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  LOUIS — “I  guess  what  I’m 
looking  for  is  where  I  am  going,” 
says  Michael  Kendall. 

It’s  near  midnight  Friday.  The 
red-haired  senior 
at  the  College  of 
William  and  Mary 
in  Williamsburg, 

Va.,  leans  against 
the  hotel’s  third- 
floor  balcony 
overlooking  the 
swirling  mass  of 
students  below.  Michael  Kendall 

Mr.  Kendall,  21,  of  Gloucester 
Point,  Va.,  is  one  of  more  than 
1,200  students  at  the  national  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  convocation  on  the  or¬ 
dained  ministry  (see  related  article). 

He  says  he  has  no  doubt  that  God 
is  calling  him,  but  where?  Active 
layperson  or  ordained  ministry? 

He  says  he  began  to  perceive  his 
call  his  freshman  year  in  college 
when,  although  he  had  grown  up  in 
the  church  and  his  grandfather  was 
a  Methodist  minister,  he  had  bro¬ 
ken  ties  with  the  church. 

Something  was  missing 

He  spent  weekends  near  the  cam¬ 
pus  lake.  But  he  realized  something 
was  missing. 

“Jesus  said  you  can’t  stay  on  the 
mountain  all  of  the  time,”  he  said. 
“You’ve  got  to  come  back  down.” 

During  his  sophomore  year  he  be¬ 
came  heavily  involved  in  the  Wesley 
Foundation  and  found  inspiration 
in  its  director,  the  Rev.  David  Hind¬ 
man. 

“David  has  been  the  epitome  of 
social  action  for  me,”  Mr.  Kendall 
says.  “His  is  not  just  a  faith  that 
says,  ’Yes,  I  believe,’  but  it’s  got  a 
deep  root  of  ’Because  I  believe.  I’ve 
got  to  do  something  about  it.’  ” 

Mr.  Kendall  is  no  stranger  to  social 
action.  He  was  in  a  campus-wide 
program  on  gender  communications, 
helping  break  down  confusion  in  sit¬ 
uations  ranging  from  a  board  room 
discussion  to  date  rape.  He  worked 
in  the  interfaith  community  and  in¬ 
travarsity  Christian  fellowship. 

Off  campus,  he  worked  with  Boy 
Scouts  and  with  an  adult  learning 


center. 

A  history  major,  he  started  taking 
religion  courses  and  found  that  they 
tickled  his  intellect  rather  than 
shaking  his  faith. 

It  was  in  a  religion  class  that  Mr. 
Kendall  studied  the  story  in  the 
Gospel  of  John  when  “Christ  offers 
the  sacrament  to  Judas,  knowing 
Judas  was  about  to  betray  him. 

“In  this  act,  Jesus  is  the  very  pic¬ 
ture  of  love,”  he  says.  “And  that 
picture  is  becoming  more  clear  to 
me  every  day.  I  can  say  ‘Hey,  He’s 
real.  He  can  be  in  your  life.’  I  can 
help  other  people  my  age  discover 
that  and,  more  importantly,  under¬ 
stand  that.” 

Doubt  remained  about  what  God 
had  in  mind  for  him. 

In  St.  Louis,  he  finds  help  in 
small  group  discussions  with  other 
youths  exploring  their  call. 

Missed  small  groups 

“I’ve  missed  out  on  [small 
groups],”  he  says.  “I’ve  been  out  on 
my  own  and  thinking  to  myself  and 
I’ve  been  in  large  worship  groups. 
But  hearing  that  a  lot  of  other  peo¬ 
ple  my  age  are  having  the  same 
thoughts  and  hesitations  and  expec¬ 
tations  that  I  am  has  really  solidi¬ 
fied  my  thinking.” 

Saturday  afternoon:  Mr.  Kendall 
attends  workshops  on  “Campus 
Ministry”  and  “The  Minister  as 
Program  Director.”  He  begins  to 
see  where  h'is  deepest  interests  and 
strengths  meet  specific  needs  of 
those  ministries. 

Saturday  evening:  When  more 
than  700  young  people  make  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  Christian  ministry, 
Michael  Kendall  is  among  them. 

“It  was  really  a  stunning  sensa¬ 
tion,”  he  says  later,  a  broad,  confi¬ 
dent  smile  on  his  face.  “I  just  stood 
there  reveling  in  relief. 

“When  the  speaker.  Dr.  William 
Hinson,  said,  ‘If  you  are  having  this 
call  seriously,  consider  it  before  you 
turn  away  from  it  ....  Try  your 
call.  If  it’s  not  what  God  wants  you 
to  do,  God  will  let  you  know.' 

“And  for  me  that’s  the  leap  of  faith 

I’m  going  to  have  to  take _ At  last, 

I’ve  found  what  I’m  going  to  do.” 

—DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


WILL  YOU  SPONSOR 
ME? 
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JOSE  is  the  youngest  of  nine  children.  His  fa¬ 
ther  is  a  drunkard,  and  his  mother  has  tubercu¬ 
losis.  There's  very  little  hope  for  Jose,  unless 
someone  helps  him. 

For  only  $13  a  month,  you  could  sponsor 
Jose,  or  another  child  of  great  need.  If  spon¬ 
sored,  the  child  receives  food  for  body  and  spir¬ 
it  plus  hope  for  tomorrow. 

WHAT  WILL  YOU  RECEIVE?  The  child's  pho¬ 
to,  name  and  address,  and  news  about  the 
Christian  orphanage  where  he  or  she  lives. 
WORLD'S  CHILDREN,  INC.,  seeks 
sponsors  for  destitute  children.  The  corporation 
was  founded  by  a  Methodist  minister  and  his 
wife  in  1965.  All  contributions  are  tax-deduct¬ 
ible.  Each  donor  receives  a  WCI  financial  re¬ 
port.  WCI  sent  87%  of  funds  received  over¬ 
seas  for  the  children  in  1989. 

Children  are  our  link  with  forever.  Won't  you 
join  our  family  of  sponsors?  The  cost  is  less 
than  44  cents  a  day. 

Please  write  today. 

i 

I  I  wish  lo  sponsor  o  child  whsrt  the  I 

j  need  is  greatest -  . 

•  Enclosed  is  payment  for  lirst  month  ' 

I  $ _  I 

|  I 

|  I 

.  Nome _  | 

I  Stole  ond  Zip _ j_  I 

World's  Children,  Inc. 

Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Bo*  2979 

I  Winter  Haven.  FL  33880 
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Faith  at  work 
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The  United  Methodist 
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Faith - 

= connections 

NEW  EXECUTIVES:  Two  executives 
were  elected  at  the  recent  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  meeting. 

Joyce  Sohl  was  elected  asso¬ 
ciate  general  secretary  of 
the  Women’s  Division,  suc¬ 
ceeding  longtime  women’s 
leader  Theressa  Hoover, 
who  has  retired  (see  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue).  Ms. 

Sohl  was  treasurer  of  the 
Women’s  Division.  Rena 
Yocom  of  Prairie  Village, 

Kan.,  was  elected  associate 
general  secretary  of  the 
Mission  Education  and 
Cultivation  Program  De¬ 
partment  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  She  is  a  diaconal 
minister  with  expertise  in 
adult  education  and  hasi 
served  on  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  Governing  Board. 

BISHOP'S  SON  DIES:  Ernest  R.  Dix¬ 
on,  43,  son  of  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Emest  T.  Dixon 
Jr.  (San  Antonio  Area),  died  Oct.  15  in  Houston 
following  heart  failure  during  dental  surgery. 
His  death  is  linked  to  longstanding  kidney  dis¬ 
ease.  Memorial  gifts  may  be  sent  to  the  Emest 
Reese  Dixon  Memorial  Scholarship  Fund,  Hus- 
ton-Tillotson  College,  1820  E.  Eighth  St.,  Aus¬ 
tin,  Texas  78702. 


Rena  Yocom 


PITTSBURGH  PIRATES  PHOTO 


Faith  makes  comeback 

PITTSBURGH — Pirates'  first  baseman  Sid 
Bream,  a  key  to  the  team's  strong  perfor¬ 
mance  this  year,  credits  his  faith  in  lesus 
Christ  for  his  determination  to  make  a 
comeback  after  a  painful  knee  injury.  Mr. 
Bream  grew  up  in  Uriah  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Gardners,  Pa. 


An  old  medium  gets  a  new  hearing  by  UMs 

Radio  to  be  new  focus  of  efforts  as  United  Methodist  Communications  enters  57  st  year 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — The  second  50 
years  of  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
munications  (UMCom)  history 
will  begin  with  a  new  look  at  an 
old  medium:  radio. 

During  their  annual  meeting 
Oct.  19-21  in  Nashville,  govern¬ 
ing  members  of  the  church's 
General  Commission  on  Com¬ 
munications  agreed  to  launch  an 
initiative  in  radio  where  once  the 
church  pioneered  with  programs 
such  as  “Word  and  Music,” 
“Man  with  a  Mike,  “Night  Call" 
and  “Connection.” 

In  recent  years  the  agency’s 
public-media  focus  has  been  on 
television,  including  a  weekly  ca¬ 
ble  program,  “Catch  the  Spirit.” 


The  40-member  commission, 
headed  by  Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job 
(Iowa  Area),  agreed  to  earmark 
$284,000  of  its  1991  budget  for 
the  radio  initiative  and  to  assign 
two  staff  people  to  the  task. 

'Radio  is  pervasive' 

Enthusiastic  about  possiblities 
of  using  radio  to  “tell  the 
church’s  story”  in  the  1990s, 
UMCom  General  Secretary  Rog¬ 
er  L.  Burgess  said,  “It  is  clear 
that  the  church  is  not  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  opportunities  it 
has  to  minister  through  radio  to¬ 
day;  yet,  radio  is  pervasive  in 
U.S.  cars  and  households.” 

Commission  members  were  told 
that  new  radio  programs  for  the 
church  might  include  call-in  shows, 


drive-time  programs,  gospel  music, 
news,  and  music  for  youth. 

UMCom  is  a  partner  in  “The 
Protestant  Hour,"  a  radio  sermon 
series  featuring  preachers  from  var¬ 
ious  denominations,  and  a  major 
contributor  to  Ecumedia,  a  broad¬ 
cast  news  service  related  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches.  It  also 
supports  “Sandcastles,”  an  ecu¬ 
menical  consortium  which  has  just 
released  a  series  of  radio  spots  by 
humorist  Stan  Freberg. 

Speakers  named 

Speaker  for  the  1990-91  United 
Methodist  series  of  “The  Protes¬ 
tant  Hour”  will  be  the  Rev.  James 
Moore,  senior  pastor  at  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church  of 
Houston  and  a  member  of  UM- 


Com’s  governing  commission. 

Speaker  for  the  1991-92  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  series  is  the  Rev. 
Brian  Kelley  Bauknight,  senior 
pastor  of  Christ  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Bethel  Park,  Pa. 

In  other  action,  commission 
members  made  pledges  to  the 
agency’s  $1  million  capital  fund 
campaign,  bringing  the  start-up 
amount  to  $93,000. 

The  money  will  be  used  for  a 
television  and  print  media  cam¬ 
paign  to  improve  the  public  im¬ 
age  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  values-oriented  chil¬ 
dren’s  television  series,  and  to 
upgrade  equipment  and  expan¬ 
sion  of  television  production  ca¬ 
pabilities  in  the  Nashville 
facilities. 


Women's  leader 
issues  challenge 

Theressa  Hoover:  Do  ' real  work ' 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK — For  the  better 
part  of  42  years,  in  reality  if  not 
in  title,  Theressa  Hoover  was  the 
matriarch  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

As  head  of  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  she  sweet- 
talked,  tongue-lashed,  pleaded 
and  bullied  various  segments  of 
the  division  into  the  money-mak- 
ing/ministry-doing  entity  it  is. 

Now,  she  has  retired.  Joyce 
Sohl  was  elected  to  succeed  Ms. 
Hoover  as  Women’s  Division 
deputy  general  secretary  during 
the  general  board’s  recent  fall 
meeting  in  New  York. 

When  Ms.  Hoover  was  given 
the  chance  to  take  the  podium 
for  a  last  statement  before  retire¬ 
ment,  she  chose  to  do  what  her 
reputation  said  she  has  done  so 
well  for  four  decades:  She  issued 
a  call  to  “real  work.” 

“I  covet  for  you  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  do  real  work,”  she  told  the 
directors. 

'More  than  corporate' 

She  warned  the  board  and  the 
church  not  to  buy  into  the 
world’s  corporate  structure. 

God,  she  said,  “calls  us  to  be 
more  than  a  corporate  structure.” 

Ms.  Hoover  looked  slowly  and 
pointedly  around  the  room  be¬ 
fore  saying  that  “the  greatest 
mission  field  is  in  our  minds  and 


spirits”  because  “the  9-million- 
plus  United  Methodists  have  a 
great  ignorance  of  true  mission. 

“We  spend  our  time  dealing 
with  fluff  because  we  want  it  to  be 
easy,”  she  said,  challenging  the 
board  to  welcome  the  sting  of  un¬ 
popular  decisions  made  in  a  cruci¬ 
ble  of  prayerful  group-struggle. 

“Do  not  let  a  few  people  make 
those  decisions  on  your  behalf,” 
but,  instead,  talk,  debate,  argue 
“and  come  to  fisticuffs  if  neces¬ 
sary  to  do  real  missions  in  the 
real  world,”  she  admonished. 

She  then  offered  the  board  two 
closing  suggestions  for  doing 
their  work  effectively. 

Ms.  Hoover  said  board  mem¬ 
bers  would  do  well  to  “be  critical 
of  governments  from  a  Christian 
perspective,” 

Don't  fear  constituency 

And  she  advised  them  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  their  constituents,  “our 
fellow  United  Methodists  back 
home,”  are  smart  people. 

“Involve  them  in  the  issues. 
Do  not  fear  the  constituency,” 
she  said. 

Rather,  she  told  the  board,  as 
representatives  of  "the  people 
called  United  Methodist,”  they 
attend  the  meetings  on  behalf  of 
the  folks  back  home,  who  de¬ 
serve  to  be  kept  informed  of 
what’s  going  on. 

“If  they  know  what  you’re  do¬ 
ing,  they  may  not  agree  with  you, 
but  they  will  understand  and 


GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BV  IOHN  C.  GOODWIN 

NEW  YORK — Theressa  Hoover  (left),  retiring  chief  executive 
of  the  Women's  Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  shares  a  smile  at  the  podium  with  Sally  Graham  Ernst, 
division  president,  after  Ms.  Hoover's  recent  farewell  address. 


they  will  deal  with  the  issues.” 

She  received  a  standing  ova¬ 
tion  and  a  plaque  of  recognition. 
Further,  the  board  gave  a 
$20,000  grant,  the  interest  from 
which  is  to  be  used  for  the 
“Theressa  Hoover  Fund  for  Ben- 
efitting  Women’s  Formal  and 
Non-Formal  Education.” 

New  award  given 

The  next  day,  Ms.  Hoover  was 
named  the  first  recipient  of  a 
Women’s  Division  Theressa 
Hoover  Community  Service  and 


Global  Citizenship  Award. 

That  award  was  instituted  by 
the  Women’s  Division  with  a 
$100,000  base  fund.  Only  the  in¬ 
terest  will  be  used  for  the  ecu¬ 
menical  award  to  allow  a  21 -to 
35-year-old  female  recipient  to 
travel  to  a  country  or  region  oth¬ 
er  than  her  own  either  to  study  or 
observe  and  write  a  report  of  her 
findings  and  experiences. 

Technically,  Ms.  Hoover’s  award 
is  for  1 992.  The  next  award  will  be 
given  in  1993  to  allow  interest  on 
the  fund  to  accumulate. 


SILK  SCREENED 

APRONS 


Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
today? 

•  Ydiow  apron  with  navy  imprint  (ACJM501) 

•  Whitt  apron  with  royal  imprint  (ACJM502) 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint 
(ACJM503) 

•  Kelly  green  apron  with  white  imprint  (ACIM504) 

•  36*  long  and  24*  wide 

•  Durable  easy-care  fabric 

•  Handy  waisi  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 

Apron  (AUM501.  AGM502,  AUM503.  AUM504)  $9.  two 
aprons  SI 6.  six  aprons  S4 2  Add  sales  tax  for  delivery 
tnN.Y  Satisfaction  or  refund  Also  available  for  other 


MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Rawson  Rd.  U.M.,  Cuba,  N.Y  14727 
(716)  437-2923 


The  successful  launch  of  a  new 
Korean-language  program  journal, 
titled  “United  Methodist  Family," 
was  celebrated  at  a  luncheon  at 
tended  by  the  editor,  the  Rev.  Jun- 
grea  Chung  of  Butler,  N.J.,  and 
members  of  the  Korean  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Nashville. 

Two  issues  published 

Two  issues  of  “Family”  have 
been  published.  The  commission 
approved  a  communication  to 
the  Korean  United  Methodist 
caucus  saying  the  number  of 
pages  and  issues  would  be  ex¬ 
panded  as  advertising  revenue 
and  subscription  income  allow. 

UMCom  also  produces  pro¬ 
gram  journals  for.  church  leaders 
in  Spanish  and  English. 

Retiring 

ecumenist 

praised 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  retiring  chief  executive  of 
the  church's  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  In¬ 
terreligious  Concerns  was  lauded 
recently  as  a  “sound  theologian" 
who  "significantly  advanced  the 
cause  of  ecumenism.” 

A  day  of  the  commission’s  re¬ 
cent  meeting  was  devoted  to  rec¬ 
ognition  of  the  Bg 
Rev.  Robert  W.  *"  A 
Huston,  retir-  [, 
ing  after  25 
years  as  general 
secretary. 

Attending  a 
reception,  Eu¬ 
charist  service  j 
and  luncheon  Robert  Huston 
were  friends  and  colleagues  from 
several  faith  groups. 

Bishop  William  B.  Grove,  com¬ 
mission  president,  read  a  letter 
from  retired  Dean  Walter  Muelder 
of  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology.  Dean  Muelder  saluted 
Dr.  Huston,  a  former  student  of 
his,  as  a  “sound  theologian  and 
faithful  bureaucrat”  who  “signifi¬ 
cantly  advanced  the  cause  of  ecu¬ 
menism.” 

Rabbi  A.  James  Rudin  of  the 
American  Jewish  Committee 
called  Dr.  Huston  an  ecumenical 
pioneer  who  helped  found  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’ 
Committee  on  Christian-Jewish 
Relations. 


Clergywomen  say  U.S.  needs  a  new  understanding  of  Africa 


By  CAROLYN  R.  SIMMS 

Two  clergywomen  from  United 
Methodism’s  Eastern  Pennsylania 
Annual  Conference  say  American 
lay  and  clergy  don’t  understand  Af¬ 
rica  well  because  they: 

•f  Think  of  it  as  an  African  “unit¬ 
ed  states”  instead  of  as  a  continent 
with  different  countries  and  lan¬ 
guages,  frequently  without  diplomat¬ 
ic  connections  with  one  another. 

•f  Overlook  Africa’s  immensity, 
great  diversity  of  people  and  lan¬ 
guages  or  politico-economic  struggles. 

Those  are  the  assessments  of  two 
who  recently  attended  the  African 


What  do  these  conferences  have 
in  common? 


Virginia  *  Iowa  *  Western  Pennsylvania 
Kansas  West  *  Florida  *  West  Ohio 
California-Pacific  •  Central  Pennsylvania 
Nebraska  *  Rocky  Mountain 


They  were  the  1 989  leaders 
in  giving  to 
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United  Methodist  Clergywomen 
Training  and  Development  Consul¬ 
tation  in  Zimbabwe. 

The  Rev.  Varlyna  D.  Wright,  as¬ 
sociate  pastor  of  Janes  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Germantown  section  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  the  Rev.  Ruth  Hope 
Woodlen,  pastor  of  Temple  United 
Methodist  Church  in  North  Coven¬ 
try  Township  near  Pottstown,  spent 
several  weeks  in  Africa  this  summer. 

Among  18  Americans 

They  were  among  18  American 
clergywomen  selected  to  attend  the 
African  consultation,  sponsored  by 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry. 

They  and  18  African  clergywo¬ 
men  from  Mozambique,  Zimba¬ 
bwe,  Angola,  Burundi  and  Sierra 
Leone  met  in  Maputo,  Zimbabwe. 

“Although  the  consultation  lasted 
only  four  days,  we  were  traveling 
for  three  weeks,”  said  Ms.  Wood¬ 
len.  “Each  of  us  visited  one  of  the 
10  African  United  Methodist  cen¬ 


tral  conferences  prior  to  the  meet¬ 
ing.” 

Women  are  real  support 

The  women  of  Africa  are  the  real 
support  of  the  churches,  said  Ms. 
Wright  and  Ms.  Woodlen.  In  fact, 
they  found  women  actually  making 
the  bricks  for  the  buildings. 

In  return,  they  said,  the  church 
can  be  very  supportive  of  women  in 
ministry.  Women’s  interests  are 
considered  important. 

And,  because  a  large  percentage 
of  the  population  is  under  age  18, 
children’s  needs  are  a  prime  con¬ 
cern  for  the  church. 

“The  church  in  Africa  is  a  joyous 
thing,”  said  Ms.  Woodlen.  “The 
people  are  living  it  right  now.  The 
church  is  the  only  hope  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  and  they  live  as  if  that  future 
is  happening  right  now.” 

African  identity  understood 

Ms.  Wright  said  they  learned  a  lot 
about  what  it  means  to  be  a  clergywo- 
man  in  Africa. 


During  their  visit  the  Americans 
encountered  a  number  of  problems 
the  African  women  face: 

■  While  American  clergywomen 
meet  regularly  if  informally,  Afri¬ 
can  clergywomen  have  met  only 
once,  four  years  ago. 

■  How  each  clergywoman  pros¬ 
pers  within  her  central  conference 
depends  largely  upon  the  attitude  of 
the  resident  bishop. 

■  Clergywomen  from  Zaire  were 
not  allowed  to  attend  the  consulta¬ 
tion  because  Zimbabwe  does  not 
accept  Zairean  visas. 

■  Liberian  clergywomen  were  un¬ 
able  to  attend  the  consultation  be¬ 
cause  their  country’s  civil  war  has 
left  them  without  funding. 

Ms.  Wright  said  she  believes  it  is 
important  for  American  clergywo¬ 
men  to  visit  Africa,  in  addition  to 
having  African  clergywomen  come 
to  America. 

“We  need  to  see  them  as  they  are; 
we  can  better  understand  their 


problems  when  we  see  what  they 
face  daily,”  she  said. 

“They  told  us:  ‘More  than  any¬ 
thing,  we  want  your  prayers  and 
support.  Go  back  and  tell  them 
(U.S.  United  Methodists)  to  pray 
for  us.  We  are  united  in  Christ  and 
are  one  church.  We  are  isolated.’  ” 

Ms.  Simms  is  editor  of  the  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter,  from  which  this  story 
was  condensed. 


United  Methodists  urged 
to  aid  African  clergywomen 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 

Full-time  Youth  Director  for  1650member  church 
with  2  years  experience  required.  Salary  and  benefits 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Youth  Director  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  107 
West  12th  Street,  Tifton,  GA  31794,  (912)  382-6100 


American  clergywomen  who  at¬ 
tended  a  recent  consultation  with 
African  clergywomen  are  seeking 
help  for  them  from  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  U.S. 

The  Rev.  Ruth  Hope  Woodlen, 
one  of  those  who  attended  the  con¬ 
sultation  (see  accompanying  story), 
said  the  United  Methodist 
clergywomen  and  laywomen  need 
“anything  which  can  help  them 
make  something  they  can  sell  to 


support  the  church.” 

“They  need  materials,  sewing 
machines,  threads,  and  needles,” 
said  Ms.  Woodlen.  “They  need  ev¬ 
erything — aspirin,  clothes,  babies’ 
clothing,  medication  for  hospitals, 
anything  basic.” 

Contributions  to  help  African 
clergywomen  can  be  sent  through  an¬ 
nual  conference  treasurers  to  Advance 
Special  No.  010749-7RA. 

—CAROLYN  R.  SIMMS 
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Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash 
and  Wear  Superior  Quality 
Free  Color  Catalog  and  Fab¬ 
ric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satistaction 
Toll  Free 
1-800-826-8612 
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Mil  1 1 1  IP 

P.O.  Box  10557  T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


CLASSIFIED 


ST.  LUKES  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
480  South  Highland,  Memphis,  TN  381 1 1.  Full¬ 
time  director  of  music  for  1800-member  church. 
Program  indudes  choirs,  handbells,  instrumental 
groups  and  special  events.  Miniary  to  participants, 
music  program  and  teamwork  with  stall  arc  impor¬ 
tant.  Minimum  education,  bachdor’s  degree;  mini¬ 
mum  experience,  three  years  in  church  music.  Sala¬ 
ry  and  benefits  package  negotiable  depending  on 
experience  and  education.  Contact’  Eddie  Cantler 
at  (901)  452-6262.  Send  resumes  to  the  above  ad- 
dress  by  November  1 5,  1 990, 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/ORGANIST  for  1700- 
member  United  Methodist  congregation  in  South¬ 
west  Florida.  Job  description  includes;  ( 1 )  direction 
of  adult  and  graded  children's  choirs  and  several 
handbell  choirs  (2)  work  with  soloists  and  instru¬ 
mentalists  (3)  demonstrate  strong  organ  and  ac¬ 
companying  skills.  Salary  and  benefits  commensu¬ 
rate  with  education  and  experience.  Bachelor 
degree  in  music  and  experience  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  inquiries  to:  Chairman,  Music  Commit¬ 
tee.  Port  Charlotte  United  Methodist  Church, 
21075  Qucsada  Ave.,  Port  Charlotte,  FL  33952, 
(8 1 3)  625-4356. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES/Educa- 
tion.  Immediate  opening.  Methodist  Home,  Waco, 
Texas —  A  24  hour  child  care  agency  serving  350 
young  people.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  John 
Taverner,  1 1 1 1  Herring  Avenue,  Waoo,  TX  76708. 
(817)753-1010. 


PASTOR  OF  EVANGELISM.  Evangelical,  progres¬ 
sive,  multiple  staff.  United  Methodist  Church,  excel¬ 
lent  facilities  with  new  Family  Life  Center,  seeks 
full-time  “ministry-oriented  team  player,"  to  reach 
community  for  Christ.  Send  resume  to:  Washington 
Crossing  United  Methodist  Church,  1895  Wrights- 
town  Road,  Washington  Crossing,  PA  1 8977, 


THE  TENNESSEE  CONFERENCE  is  seeking  a 
camp  manager  for  Beersheba  Springs  Assembly. 
The  position  will  be  available  March  1,  1991.  A  re¬ 
sume  and  references  are  required.  Deadline  is  De¬ 
cember  15,  1990.  Salary  package  is  negotiable 
(18,000  plus  housing,  health  insurance,  and  utilities 
are  included).  A  job  description  is  available  upon 
request.  Direct  inquiries  to:  Jim  Hughes,  Director 
of  Camping,  Tennessee  Conference,  P.O.  Box 
120607,  Nashville.  TN  37212.  (615)  327-1533. 
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U.S.  university  president  leads  discussion 
on  faith,  United  Methodism  in  U.S.S.R. 


By  NANCYE  M.  WILLIS 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Some 
events  remain  lodged  forever  in 
one’s  mind,  said  President  Jerald  C. 
Walker  of  United  Methodist-related 
Oklahoma  City  University. 

His  attempt  to  explain  to  a  Soviet 
educator  in  Ulianovsk,  U.S.S.R., 
just  what  United  Methodists  are 
will  surely  be  one  of  those  memora¬ 
ble  events. 

“If  only  every  university  instruc¬ 
tor  enjoyed  such  rapt  attention  in 
class  sessions!”  Dr.  Walker  recalled. 

The  city,  formerly  Simbirsk,  was 
renamed  in  honor  of  a  native  son 
better  known  by  his  pen  name- — 
Vladimir  Ilyich  Lenin — and 
abounds  with  statues  and  memori¬ 
als  to  this  influential  individual. 

Dr.  Walker  was  a  participant  in 
“Business  Tour  90,”  an  endeavor  of 
the  Soviet  Aviation  Industry  Minis¬ 
try  involving  key  U.S.  and  Soviet 
business  and  government 
personnel. 

He  had  been  asked  to  lead  a  dele¬ 
gation  to  visit  Sept.  1 5  with  faculty, 

Review 


staff  and  students  from  the  city’s 
branch  of  the  Moscow  State  Uni¬ 
versity  and  its  Pedagogical  Institute 
and  Polytechnic  Institute. 

This  was  not  Dr.  Walker’s  first  tie 
to  the  U.S.S.R.  In  1989  Oklahoma 
City  University  was  chosen  as  the 
first  of  three  U.S.  universities  to 
conduct  management  development 
programs  for  Soviet  aviation  man¬ 
agers.  Its  second  contingent  of  man¬ 
agers  graduated  this  summer  from  a 
14-week  program. 

A  church-related  institution 

Dr.  Walker  told  students  and  aca¬ 
demics  packing  an  auditorium  on 
the  campus  of  the  Pedagogical  Insti¬ 
tute  that  “Oklahoma  City  Universi¬ 
ty  is  a  church-related  institute  . . . 
involved  in  educating  Soviet  Avia¬ 
tion  Industry  Ministry  executives.” 

When  the  audience  was  invited  to 
visit  with  individual  delegation 
members,  “a  large  group  gathered 
around  me,”  he  said,  “and  the  very 
direct  dean  of  agriculture  at  the 
Polytechnic  Institute  assumed  the 
role  of  spokesman  for  the  Soviets.” 

It  was  then  the  question  came. 


“I  did  my  best  to  briefly  define 
the  history,  nature  and  diversity  of 
the  United  Methodist  community 
of  faith,"  Dr.  Walker  said. 

And  before  he  could  relax,  “The 
second  question  was,  ‘Is  there  reli¬ 
gious  toleration  in  your  institution?’ 
“I,  of  course,  answered  in  the  affir¬ 
mative  and  explained  why  it  is  so.” 

The  third  question  was  simple 
and  blunt,  he  said:  “Do  you  believe 
in  God?” 

Answering  in  the  affirmative,  “I 
also  dealt  with  the  ‘why’  of  this 
question,”  he  reported. 

He  said  the  final  question  from 
the  group  was  inevitable:  “What  do 
you  think  of  Lenin?” 

Dr.  Walker’s  answer — “It  would 
have  been  better  for  the  Soviet  peo¬ 
ple  if  he  had  stayed  in  Germany” — 
was  greeted  by  cheers  from  faculty 
and  students  alike,  he  reported. 

'Struggling  with  belief' 

At  a  reception  after  the  public  fo¬ 
rum,  Dr.  Walker  had  another  op¬ 
portunity  to  speak  with  the  dean, 
who  admitted  he  was  “struggling 
with  religious  belief.” 


The  dean  found  Dr.  Walker’s 
comments  “most  helpful,”  he  said. 

"We  were  invited  to  witness  the 
baptism  of  a  five-year-old  boy  in  the 
Trinity  Russian  Orthodox  Cathedral 
at  Saratov,”  Dr.  Walker  said. 

The  Rev.  Eugene  J.  Zuobovlch, 
dean  of  the  cathedral,  reported  bap¬ 
tisms  of  more  than  200  per  day.  This 
dean,  too,  quizzed  Dr.  Walker  about 
the  church-relatedness  of  Oklahoma 
City  University. 

“He  said  he  could  ‘only  dream  of 
being  involved  in  such  an  institu¬ 
tion.’  We,  of  course,  take  freely  con¬ 
ducted,  church-related,  higher  edu¬ 
cation  for  granted,”  Dr.  Walker 
said. 

In  the  Soviet  Union,  Dr.  Walker 
explained,  Marxist-Leninism  “is  in 
radical  decline,”  although  “it  is  un¬ 
clear  what  will  fill  the  vacuum  in 
the  Russian  Federation.” 

“Statues,  portraits  and  reliefs  of 
Lenin  are  now,  more  often  than  not, 
objects  of  ridicule.  They  symbolize 
for  many  Soviet  citizens  a  73-year 
economic  and  political  detour  of 
monumental  proportions  and  a  his¬ 
tory  of  brutal  repression,”  he  added. 


Family  roots,  values  are  stressed  in  'Avalon' 


Eva  and  Sam  Krichinsky  (Joan  Plowright  and  Arinin  Mueller-Stahl),  their  daughter-in-law,  Ann  (Eliza¬ 
beth  Perkins),  son,  Jules  (Aidan  Quinn),  and  nephew  Izzy  (Kevin  Poliak)  enjoy  a  parade  unexpectedly 
passing  through  their  new  neighborhood  in  "Avalon,"  a  motion  picture  written  and  directed  by  Barry 
Levinson. 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

“Avalon,”  a  particularly  gentle 
and  sweet  movie,  serves  up  one  ex¬ 
tended  immigrant  family  that  is  try¬ 
ing  to  keep  in  contact  with  the  past 
and  its  roots. 

While  the  movie  about  Sam  Kri¬ 
chinsky  and  his  offspring  is  charm¬ 
ing  for  its  specificity  and  simplicity 
of  detail,  a  larger  frame  of  reference 
is  tapped. 

Customs  as  well  as  old  traditions 
and  values  need  remembering.  Here 
is  an  allegory  of  what  the  Jewish 
traditions,  indeed  all  religious  tradi¬ 
tions,  are  up  against  in  each  genera¬ 
tion.  How  do  you  go  about 
remembering  and  what  do  you  re¬ 
member? 

'If  you  stop  the  memory. . .' 

“If  you  stop  the  memory,  you  for¬ 
get,”  one  of  the  characters  says,  and 
if  one  only  knew  how  easy  it  is  to 
forget,  “I  would  have  tried  to  re¬ 
member  better.” 

These  people  in  the  1950s,  cap¬ 
tive  to  the  new  fangled  TV  screens 
and  moving  from  row  houses  to  the 
suburbs,  need  help  remembering. 

A  boy,  a  narrative  focus  of  the 
movie,  has  a  lot  of  help  from  a 
fiercely  independent  grandfather,  a 
nagging  grandmother  and  eccentric 
uncles.  But  where  does  he  get  his 
support  in  remembering  the  tradi¬ 
tions  when  he  is  grown  up?  Where 
and  how  does  a  group  maintain  its 
“memory”  when  the  “saints”  are 
gone? 

Something  of  value  carries  over 
subliminally  in  this  movie:  some- 
tning  ot  me  spirit  of  the  iaith  that 
carries  over  in  the  continued  com¬ 


munity  ol  Judaism  and  Christianity 
and  other  faiths  within  a  fellowship 
context. 

Fireworks  emerge 

The  movie  opens  with  Sam  Kri¬ 
chinsky  (Armin  Mueller-Stahl)  arriv¬ 
ing  in  Baltimore  in  1914 — July  4. 
Fireworks  surround  him.  Other 
Fourth  of  Julys  and  fireworks  emerge 
in  this  intergenerational  story. 

Sam  has  two  sons,  Jules  (Aidan 
Quinn)  and  Izzy  (Kevin  Poliak).  The 
always  fault-finding  wife  of  Sam, 
Eva,  is  played  effectively  by  Joan 
Plowright  (celebrated  English  actress 


and  widow  of  Laurence  Olivier). 

Much  of  the  story  deals  with  the 
ups  and  downs  of  Jules  and  Izzy 
trying  to  make  it  together  in  an  ap¬ 
pliance  business. 

The  grandson,  Nathan  (Elijah 
Wood),  with  his  mischievousness, 
at  one  point  poses  a  serious  prob¬ 
lem  for  the  business  of  his  father 
and  uncle.  But  deep  religious  values 
such  as  forgiveness  have  a  place  in 
this  movie. 

The  movie  also  deals  with  old  age 
and  death.  “One  way  or  another,” 
one  of  them  says,  “we  all  have  to 
leave.” 


Rhythm  of  life 

The  partings  are  natural.  A  cer¬ 
tain  affirmative  rhythm  of  life  per¬ 
vades  this  film. 

Rated  PG,  this  one  is  for  the  fam¬ 
ily.  There  are  no  overblown  crises 
(some  might  argue  there  is  no  plot), 
no  unkindness,  no  violence,  no  artifi¬ 
cial  lines  plugged  in  for  laughs.  An  im¬ 
migrant  family  portrait — without 
Woody  Allen  one-liners  and  without  a 
TV  laugh  track — constitutes  a  genre 
all  its  own. 

Mr.  Ward of  Philadelphia ,  is  a 
frequent  reviewer  of  films  for  the 
Reporter. 


Dear  Deborah: 


'Solid  rock  of  Jesus  Christ  is  foundation ' 


Dear  Readers: 

Recently  I  became  the  proud  own¬ 
er  of  a  home  organ.  While  searching 
for  a  teacher,  I  have  been  picking  out 
hymns  and  enjoying  the  opportunity 
to  praise  God  in  this  way. 

Since  I  am  not  a  musician,  I’ve 
been  paying  much  more  attention 
to  the  words.  I  came  upon  a  hymn 
in  the  new  hymnal  which  I  have 
sung  many  times  in  church  but  the 
words  of  the  second  verse  seemed 


to  jump  right  out  at  me.  They  sum¬ 
marize  my  concept  of  what  I  am 
about,  in  writing  this  column  as 
well  as  in  the  other  activities  of  my 
life. 

O  strengthen  me  that  while  I  stand 
firm  on  the  rock  and  strong  in 
Thee, 

I  may  stretch  out  a  loving  hand  to 
wrestle  with  the  troubled  sea. 

This  is  the  second  verse  of  Hymn 


Number  463  in  the  new  United 
Methodist  Hymnal.  The  author  knew 
that  we  cannot  long  help  other  people 
if  we  do  not  keep  our  lifestyle  built 
upon  the  solid  rock  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  draw  our  moral  and  ethical 
strength  from  God’s  Holy  Spirit. 

But  we  all  need  each  other  to  be 
the  church  too! 

If  you  have  a  favorite  hymn  and 
can  say  briefly  what  it  means  to 


you,  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from 
you  and  will  try  to  share  some  in 
this  column. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  " Dear 
Deborah ,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-027S. 


History  of  Hymns 

Hymn's  10  stanzas  keep  processionals  going 

and  preacher.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Old  Testament  committee  for 
the  Revision  of  the  Authorized  Ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

In  our  hymnals  today,  only  four 
or  five  of  Mr.  Plumtre’s  original  ten 
stanzas  may  be  found,  but  these  are 
sung  with  great  joy.  His  lines  clearly 
reflect  the  Apostle  Paul’s  exhorta¬ 
tion  to  the  church  at  Philippi.  “Re¬ 
joice  in  the  Lord  alway,  and  again  I 
say,  rejoice”  (Phil.  4:4). 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"My  God,  I  Love  Thee,  Not  Because" 


Rejoice,  ye  pure  in  heart, 

Rejoice,  give  thanks,  and  sing; 

Your  glorious  banner  wave  on  high. 
The  cross  of  Christ  your  King. 

Rejoice,  rejoice. 

Rejoice,  give  thanks  and  sing. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Choral  festivals  have  long  been 
an  annual  tradition  in  many  of  the 
magnificent  cathedrals  in  England. 
Choirs  from  neighboring  communi¬ 
ties  join  together  to  produce  music 
that  is  thrilling. 

The  distinguished  Anglican  cler¬ 


gyman,  Edward  H.  Plumptre,  wrote 
“Rejoice,  ye  pure  in  heart”  in  1865 
for  such  a  festival  at  the  Peterbor¬ 
ough  Cathedral  in  England.  Begun 
in  the  12th  century,  the  cathedral  is 
an  important  example  of  late  Nor¬ 
man  architecture. 

The  painted  ceiling,  dating  from 
about  1220,  and  the  Hedda  Stone,  a 
black  stone  with  figures  of  the  apos¬ 
tles  in  relief,  are  among  the  fasci¬ 
nating  features  of  the  cathedral. 

To  accommodate  the  long  proces¬ 
sional  in  the  cathedral.  Mr.  Plumptre 
wrote  10  stanzas  for  the  hymn.  It  is 


not  unusual  for  a  cathedral  proces¬ 
sional  to  take  10  to  30  minutes,  and 
the  hymn  sung  by  both  the  choirs 
and  the  congregation  needs  enough 
stanzas  to  last  through  this. 

A  review  of  a  hymnal  published 
more  than  30  years  ago  included  a 
comment  that  some  of  the  proces¬ 
sional  hymns  at  the  end  of  the  hym¬ 
nal  were  so  long  that  no  doubt  some 
of  the  congregation  would  need  to 
walk  about  in  order  to  keep  awake. 

Ordained  in  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland  in  1846,  Mr.  Plumptre  soon 
won  fame  as  a  scholar,  theologian 


Top:  The  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon 
(left),  co-host  Anisa  Mehdi  (cen¬ 
ter)  and  Dr.  Ann  Galligan  (right) 
discuss  controversial  art  on  the 
"Catch  the  Spirit"  segment  to 
air  the  week  of  Nov.  4.  On  the 
same  segment,  Consuela  Mack 
(right),  who  anchors  ''Wall 
Street  Journal  Report"  on  televi¬ 
sion,  tells  how  her  relationship 
with  God  helps  her  to  report  on 
the  business  world,  which  in 
turn  helps  the  public  to  under¬ 
stand  what  is  happening  in  the 
U.S.  economy. 


Review -  _ 

Faith  in  unexpected  places 
found  on  'Catch  the  Spirit' 

By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE  Christians  can  do  to  reach  out  to 

addicts.  She  tells  what  it  meant  to 


The  new  season  of  “Catch  the 
Spirit,”  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications’  weekly  television  show, 
presents  a  wide  range  of  Christians 
who  talk  about  how  they  live  their 
faith  in  unexpected  places. 

In  the  edition  of  “Catch  the  Spir¬ 
it”  which  airs  Nov.  4-10,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  host  Hilly  Hicks  talks  with 
Consuelo  Mack,  who  anchors  “Wall 
Street  Journal  Report”  on  televi¬ 
sion. 

Ms.  Mack  tells  how  her  relation¬ 
ship  with  God  helps  her  to  report 
on  the  business  world,  which  in 
turn  helps  the  public  to  understand 
what  is  happening  in  our  economy. 

Next,  the  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon, 
a  United  Methodist,  and  Dr.  Ann 
Galligan.  a  Roman  Catholic,  take 
sharply  differing  views  on  federal 
funding  for  the  arts. 

Positions  based  on  beliefs 

This  reviewer  must  admit  some 
difficulty  in  taking  seriously  any 
discussion  of  the  National  Endow¬ 
ment  for  the  Arts,  but  Mr.  Wildmon 
and  Dr.  Galligan  give  us  something 
more  than  a  rehash  of  the  usual  pro- 
and-con  arguments:  Both  guests  re¬ 
late  the  positions  they  take  to  their 
religious  beliefs. 

Mr.  Wildmon  tells  how  his  politi¬ 
cal  action  is  rooted  in  his  relation¬ 
ship  with  Christ,  something  he  has 
seldom  done  in  secular  media — 
perhaps  he  was  discouraged  from 
doing  so. 

Dr.  Galligan  admits  that  some 
artwork  funded  by  the  Endowment 
offends  her — which  few  of  Mr. 
Wildmon’s  critics  are  willing  to  ad¬ 
mit — but  then  leaps  into  a  spirited, 
insightful  defense  of  artists  who 
challenge  our  sensibilities. 

Focus  on  drug  abuse 

The  program  for  Nov.  11-17  fo¬ 
cuses  on  the  fight  against  drug 
abuse,  and  once  again,  it  finds  faith 
where  we  may  not  expect  it. 

How  many  of  us  who  are  over  30, 
for  example,  think  of  gospel  music 
when  we  think  of  rap?  How  many  of 
us  ever  really  think  about  rap  music 
at  all? 

This  episode  offers  an  excellent 
profile  of  M.C.  Hammer,  who  is 
both  the  top-selling  rap  artist  of  all 
time  (one  album  sold  5  million 
copies)  and  a  bom-again  Christian. 

Mr.  Hammer's  records  and  music 
videos  have  included  strong  anti¬ 
drug  messages,  and  he  has  made  a 
personal  commitment  to  include  at 
least  one  gospel  song  on  each  of  his 
albums.  Adults  who  listen  carefully 
to  the  lyrics  can  hear  this  rapper 
telling  young  people:  “We’ve  got  to 
pray/just  to  make  it  today.” 

Next  there  is  a  discussion  with 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  who  heads 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Bishops’  Initiative  on  Drugs  and 
Violence. 

Addict  tells  of  deliverance 

The  bishop  is  certainly  inspiring, 
but  even  more  moving  is  the  seg¬ 
ment  in  which  an  addict  tells  how 
she  was  delivered  from  drugs 
through  the  preaching  and  love  she 
experienced  in  one  congregation 
that  is  participating  in  the  initia¬ 
tive,  A.P.  Shaw  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  former  addict  offers  power¬ 
ful  testimony  as  to  what  ordinary 


her  to  hear  a  preacher  talk  openly 
about  his  own  recovery  from  addic¬ 
tion.  She  also  said  that  addicts  need 
the  church  to  do  spiritual  battle 
with  this  problem,  not  simply  “offer 
another  program.” 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  is  carried  on 
Cable  America,  the  Vision  Inter¬ 
faith  Satellite  Network,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Christian  Television  System, 
the  Alternative  View  Network, 
Catholic  Telecommunications  Net¬ 
work  of  America,  the  Armed  Forces 
Radio  and  Television  Service  and 
other  local  broadcast  stations  and 
cable  services. 

“Catch  the  Spirit”  is  the  rare  sort 
of  television  that  may  shake  you 
up — and  send  you  out  in  mission. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  of  Island  Park, 
N.Y.,  frequently  reviews  television 
and  film  for  the  Reporter. 

How  do  you 
catch  a  'baby 
boomer'? 

By  JIM  BOWMAN 
Religious  News  Service 

CHICAGO — "Baby  boom¬ 
ers,”  a  group  that  owes  its  identi¬ 
ty  at  least  in  part  to  its  affinity 
for  pricey  consumer  goods,  has 
lately  attracted  the  attention  of 
church  leaders  who  see  in  the 
“boomers”  a  great  potential  for 
bolstering  membership  rolls. 

But  how  to  get  their  attention? 

One  recent  gathering  consid¬ 
ered  imitating  the  Madison  Ave¬ 
nue  approach.  In  the  brochure  for 
a  conference  on  “Regenerating 
Catholicism,  a  symposium  on  the 
challenge  to  reach  Catholic  young 
adults,"  the  25-45  age  group  was 
revealingly  referred  to  as  a  “mar¬ 
ket"  and  one  that  “very  few  Cath¬ 
olic  organizations,  from  the 
parish  to  national  magazines,” 
has  tried  to  tap. 

One  of  the  presentations  at  the 
early  October  conference,  orga¬ 
nized  by  the  staff  of  Old  St.  Pat¬ 
rick’s  Church  here,  was  by  Patrick 
Flynn,  a  marketing  vice  president 
for  one  of  the  nation’s  most  suc¬ 
cessful  marketers  among  youth, 
McDonald’s  Corporation. 

He  gave  examples  of  McDon¬ 
ald’s  marketing  techniques,  com¬ 
plete  with  commercials.  He  said 
the  techniques  serve  a  long-range 
strategy  of  “developing  brand  in¬ 
tegrity”  around  basic  values. 

The  strategy  includes  aiming 
the  corporate  message  at  differ¬ 
ent  audiences,  for  instance,  at 
various  age  groups.  Mr.  Flynn 
told  the  church  leaders  that  the 
techniques  could  be  applied  to 
promoting  church  membership. 

The  pitch  met  with  some  mixed 
reviews  among  the  350  Catholic 
leaders,  organizers  and  young 
adults  from  around  the  country 
who  attended.  However,  John  Fon¬ 
tana,  a  member  of  the  staff  at  Old 
St.  Patrick’s,  likened  the  selling  of 
Catholicism  to  missionary  work. 

“The  great  missionaries  made 
the  gospel  come  alive  in  many 
cultures,”  he  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view. 
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THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 

Caring  for  Abused,  Neglected  and  Abandoned  Children 


815  Washington  Avenue  New  Orleans,  La.  ( 504)  895-7709 


Christmas  Offering  For  Children  Homes 


Treatment  Center  Added 


The  Methodist  Home  has  added  a  new  dimension  to  its  care  of  children. 
In  the  past,  our  primary  focus  has  been  the  temporary  physical  care  of  chil¬ 
dren.  The  home  was  not  licensed  to  treat  the  problems  that  the  staff  recog¬ 
nized.  With  the  new  license,  the  home  now  is  involved  with  the  emotional 
problems  that  plague  an  abused  child. 

To  serve  the  child,  the  home  now  has  a  Psychiatrist,  a  Psychologist, 


three  Social  Workers  trained  in  counseling,  a  Pediatrician,  a  Nurse,  and  a 
Recreational  Therapist.  The  children  also  receive  training  in  Christian 
Values. 

The  program  helps  the  child  to  achieve  behavior  modification  and  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  their  own  conduct.  The  goal  is  to  establish  good  social  be¬ 
havior  that  will  enable  the  child  to  live  in  a  normal  family  setting. 


Annual  Conference  has  divided  the  participants  in  the  Samaritan  Offer¬ 
ing  into  two  groups.  The  Children  Homes  in  New  Orleans  and  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  will  share  in  an  offering  to  be  taken  at 
Christmas.  This  will  be  a  unified  effort  by  the  two  Children  Homes. 

The  Samaritan  Offering  will  continue  at  Easter  and  October  for  The  La- 
fon  Home,  The  Methodist  Hospital,  and  The  Peoples  Community  Center. 

Child  abuse  is  a  major  issue  in  America  today.  You  have  two  of  the  fin¬ 
est  Children  Homes  in  America  in  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  The 
growing  need  requires  a  greater  concern  and  giving  by  Louisiana  Method¬ 
ists.  Please  remember  the  children  in  your  Christmas  giving. 


Board  Trains 
For  Future 

Mr.  Fred  Young,  President  of  The  Methodist  Health  Foundation  of 
which  Methodist  Hospital  of  New  Orleans  is  a  part,  led  a  training  session 
for  The  Methodist  Home  Board.  The  Board  is  preparing  for  the  increased 
responsibility  for  treatment  of  abused,  abandoned  and  neglected  children 
in  the  New  Orleans  Region. 

Reports  of  child  abuse  in  1989  numbered  a  staggering  2.4  million  cases 
in  the  United  States;  there  are  no  estimates  of  how  many  suffered  anony¬ 
mously.  In  Louisiana,  over  75%  of  child  abuse  cases  occur  in  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Region. 


They're  Getting  Tired . . . 

What  has  peeling  paint,  dents,  scratches,  starts  hard,  and  stops  running 
in  the  middle  of  a  trip?  If  you  answered,  "two  of  The  Methodist  Home’s 
main  method  of  transportation,”  you  were  right!  Our  station  wagons  have 
ceased  being  dependable  transportation  By  today’s  standards,  they  use  too 
much  gas  and  upkeep  is  too  high. 

Dependability,  safety,  and  economy  are  important.  Getting  children  to 
appointments  and  events  safely  and  on  time  is  essential.  Purchase  of  vehi¬ 
cles  at  this  time  is  impossible.  Our  program  funds  are  used  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  children. 

We  are  in  need  of  two  mini-vans.  Please  help  us  any  or  all  of  these  vehi¬ 
cles. 


Pictured  I.  to  r.  are;  Dr.  Richard  Hodges,  Executive  Director;  Fred 
Young,  President  of  Methodist  Health  Foundation;  and  Dr.  J.  Roddy 
Taylor,  Board  President. 


Our  station  wagon  is  pulled  in  after  breakdown. 


Treatment  Homes 
Increase 

The  trend  in  treatment  of  children  now  favors  treatment  in  home  set¬ 
tings.  We  have  Twenty  Treatment  Homes  serving  38  children.  Treatment 
Homes  are  private  residential  homes  who  have  been  recruited,  trained  and 
supervised.  Each  home  is  qualified  to  have  two  hard  to  place  children  live 
with  them.  The  children  continue  in  treatment  under  their  supervision. 
There  are  more  children  in  these  homes  than  in  our  Hospital  unit.  New 
homes  are  being  trained  on  a  regular  schedule.  The  future  of  child  care  will 
be  home  and  family  centered.  Your  Methodist  Home  works  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  latest  child  care  methods.  Today  we  provide  care  for  75  chil¬ 
dren.  This  is  more  than  we  have  ever  had  at  one  time. 


Ann  Viguerie  Joins  Staff 


Ann  Viguerie  recently  joined  the 
staff  as  a  caseworker  with  Residen¬ 
tial  Treatment  Homes.  Ann  is  from 
New  Orleans  and  a  graduate  of 
Mercy  Academy  and  L.S.U. 

Ann  worked  with  Child  Protec¬ 
tion  Services,  Harris  County;  Texas 
Dept,  of  Human  Resources,  as  a 
caseworker;  and  in  administrative 
positions.  She  also  has  been  a  real¬ 
tor  in  New  Orleans.  Ann  will  sup¬ 
port  and  supervise  several 
Treatment  Homes. 


Ann  Viguerie 


New  Dishwasher 

After  30  years  of  service,  many  costly  repairs,  and  specially  made  parts, 
our  dishwasher  gave  out.  It  has  been  replaced  with  a  new  washer  that 
meets  all  the  present  day  sanitation  requirements.  It  was  installed  just  in 
time  to  meet  the  requirements  for  our  new  Residential  Treatment  License. 


'Evelyn  Sturgis  uses  new  dishwasher. 


Dr.  John  Monguillot  discusses  problems  with  Treatment  Home  par¬ 
ents. 


State  Fire  Inspection 


Meeting  State  Fire  Codes  is  a  re¬ 
quirement  for  a  Treatment  Center 
License.  Fortunately,  we  only  have 
a  few  things  to  do  to  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements.  Our  main  work  will  be 
a  fire  door  on  one  hall  and  a  sprin¬ 
kler  system  in  our  laundry  room. 
This  work  will  be  completed  soon. 


Ranard  Parker  prepares  for  fire 
inspection. 


New  Oven  Needed 

Three  fire  alarms  had  already  sounded  and  the  roast  wasn’t  done.  The 
one  oven  that  worked  gave  off  fumes  and  heat  that  triggered  the  alarm.  Re¬ 
pairs  have  been  unsuccessful  in  maintaining  the  stove.  New  larger  ovens 
and  cooking  eyes  are  needed  for  the  constant  cooking  that  is  done.  Are  you 
looking  for  a  project?  Here’s  one. 


Virgie  White,  cook,  removes  a  huge  roast  from  the  oven, 


Golf  Classic 

The  Annual  Golf  Classic  was  bigger  than  ever.  The  tournament  was  held 
at  the  Lakewood  Country  Club  on  Monday,  September  17th.  Two  flights 
had  to  be  organized  this  year.  One  flight  began  at  8:30  a.m.  and  the  other 
at  1 :00  p.m.  Refreshments  were  served  for  early  arrivals. 

Hot  Dogs  were  available  for  lunch  and  Jambalaya  was  served  at  5:30  p.m. 
A  large  number  of  prizes  were  given.  The  tournament  grossed  over 
$10,000. 

The  Lakeshore  Kiwanis  Club  and  Disciples  Class  of  Munholland  United 
Methodist  Church  have  Co-sponsored  this  Classic  for  years.  It  is  one  of  the 
major  fund  resources  for  The  Methodist  Home.  We  invite  other  classes 
and  clubs  to  sponsor  a  Golf  Tournament  for  The  Methodist  Home. 


Bill  Hall  directs  registration. 
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Golfers  wait  for  start. 


School  Year  Begins 

Mrs.  Deloris  Giles,  member  of  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church,  is 
our  teacher.  She  is  an  Orleans  Parish  School  teacher  assigned  to  our  special 
Evaluation  Room.  Orleans  Parish  furnishes  the  teacher  and  we  furnish  the 
room,  equipment,  and  Teacher’s  Aid. 

Following  evaluation,  children,  who  are  able,  are  placed  at  the  appropri¬ 
ate  grade  level  in  Public  Schools.  Children  who  need  special  instruction  or 
do  not  have  good  social  behavior  are  maintained  in  our  class  room. 


Mrs.  Giles  helps  a  student. 


Infant  Care 

Infants  and  preschoolers  are  no  longer  placed  in  an  institutional  setting. 
They  are  now  placed  in  our  Residential  Family  Care  program.  These  fam¬ 
ilies  are  highly  trained,  supervised,  and  supported  by  our  staff.  We  contin¬ 
ue  to  serve  children  from  birth  to  15  years.  We  just  serve  in  a  different 
way. 
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Festivals 
And  Faith 


In  Ministry  of  the  Laity,  Anderson  and  Jones  remind  us:  “for  possi¬ 
bly  the  first  time  in  history  we  have  a  society  that  regards  the  individ¬ 
ual  rather  than  the  family  as  the  fundamental  unit ...  of  civilization/1 
In  our  lonely  little  worlds  of  one,  we  long  for  a  sense  of  belonging.  Our 
connectedness  —  both  family  and  community  —  has  broken  down,  and 
sometimes  we  feel  like  aliens.  Accompanying  this  loss  of  belonging  is 
the  loss  of  a  sense  of  personal  responsibility.  We  have  built  a  wall  of 
enmity  against  an  anonymous  “They”  and  feel  powerless  to  shape  the 
policies  that  have  an  impact  on  our  personal  lives. 


But  hope  walks  into  the  midst  of  this  gloomy  reality  in  the  most  sur¬ 
prising  places.  One  of  the  unique  things  about  Louisiana  is  the  many 
festivals  held  all  across  our  state.  Recently  I  had  the  privilege  of  at¬ 
tending  one,  the  Washington  Parish  Fair.  What  a  joy!  It  was  interest¬ 
ing  to  note  that  of  the  hundreds  of  persons  who  planned  and  worked  in 
the  fair,  only  one  was  paid  —  the  custodian. 


I  witnessed  personally  the  qualities  Anderson  and  Jones  attribute  to 
a  free  civic  festival:  1)  It  includes  “friends,  neighbors,  and  strangers. 
People  of  all  varieties  mingle  together  with  a  genuine  sense  of  hospital¬ 
ity  and  without  threat  or  fear.”  2)  There  is  “a  great  profusion  of  groups 
and  organizations  all  mixed  into  the  pot  —  performing,  helping,  cook¬ 
ing,  guiding,  selling,  parading,  singing,”  and  all  are  “working  to  a  com¬ 
mon  end  and  in  a  spirit  of  fun  and  cooperation.”  3)  It  has  “variety, 
texture,  and  color  that  lend  drama  and  spirit.”  4)  It  is  free.  “Access  is 
the  same  for  all,  no  questions  asked.”  5)  A  “sense  of  common  duties 
and  responsibilities  prevails  . . .  What  is  being  demonstrated,  perhaps 
in  a  crowd  of  many  thousands,  is  the  sense  of  responsibility  on  the  part 
of  each  individual  for  the  good  of  the  whole.” 


That  is  exactly  what  I  experienced  at  the  fair  in  Franklinton.  There 
is  much  here  for  each  congregation  to  consider.  The  faithful  congrega¬ 
tion  will  have  a  warm  and  open  sense  of  hospitality,  in  which  people  of 
all  varieties  can  mingle  together  in  mutual  support  and  care.  There  will 
be  a  sense  of  cooperation,  with  all  working  together  for  a  common  end. 
It  will  be  aware  of  today’s  complexities  and  have  the  courage  to  re¬ 
spond  to  the  dynamic  swirl  of  the  world’s  variety  and  texture  and  color. 
It  will  offer  the  same  access  for  all  people,  regardless  of  their  place  and 
function  beyond  the  church’s  walls.  And  each  member  will  have  a  sense 
of  responsibility  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 


But  that  is  only  the  beginning.  For  in  the  faithful  congregation,  the 
gathering  together  will  be  followed  by  the  scattering  into  the  communi¬ 
ty  —  to  inject  this  same  hospitality,  cooperation,  celebration  of  diversi¬ 
ty,  affirmation  of  our  equality  in  God’s  eyes,  and  sense  of  shared 
responsibility  for  society,  wherever  we  walk  as  Christians. 

The  Church  is  crucial  in  today’s  lonely  little  worlds  of  one.  As  Chris¬ 
tians,  we  are  baptized  into  community  —  the  community  of  faith.  Our 
baptism  gives  us  a  family,  a  sense  of  belonging,  a  steadfast  connected¬ 
ness.  And  it  gives  us  a  ministry,  a  mission,  a  sense  of  meaning  and  pur¬ 
pose. 

Praise  God  for  the  festival!  Praise  God  for  the  Church!  Praise  God 
that  as  Christians  we  journey  together  filled  with  hope! 
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Studies  to  be  Field  in  Nashville 


Foundational  and  Certification 
studies  will  be  held  at  Scarritt-Ben- 
nett  Center,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
January  20-February  1,  1991.  The 
studies,  co-sponsored  by  Scarritt- 
Bennett  Center  and  United  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  are  offered  for 
people  preparing  for  lay  ministry  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Foundational  course,  New 
Testament,  will  be  taught  by  Dr.  Ir¬ 
vin  Batdorf,  United  Theological 
Seminary.  Two  Certification  courses 
will  be  offered:  Bible,  taught  by  Dr. 


Donald  Rogers,  United  Theological 
Seminary;  and  Administration/Lead¬ 
ership,  taught  by  Dr.  Paul  Henshaw. 

Church  History  and/or  Theology 
of  Foundational  studies  will  be  of¬ 
fered  if  enough  students  express  in¬ 
terest.  Please  write  to  Dr.  Donald 
Rogers,  1810  Harvard  Blvd.,  Day- 
ton,  OH  45406,  1-800-322-5817. 

For  more  information  and/or  reg¬ 
istration  materials,  contact  Eliza  El¬ 
der,  Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  1008 
19th  Avenue  South,  Nashville,  TN 
37212,615-340-7587. 


We're  Looking 
For  People 
Of  Good  Will. 


Most  of  us  spend  the  bulk  of  our  life  working.  So  after  your 
life  of  work,  why  not  experience  the  joy  of  helping  The  United 
Methodist  Church  continue  its  work  of  life? 

It's  easy  to  do.  Simply  include  the  Church  in  your  wilL 
It's  the  perfect  way  to  create  a  legacy  of  joy,  and  for  people  of  good 
will  to  know  that  their  life's  work  will  do  good  works  forever. 

For  more  information  on  testamentary  gifts  —  or  on  the 
variety  of  other  gift  plans,  including  endowments,  life  income 
gifts,  insurance  and  stock  beneficiary  designation  and  more  — 
simply  call  or  write  today. 

Our  assistance  is  free  and,  for  people  of  good  will,  the  joy  of 
being  a  giftmaker  is  simply  divine. 


Director  of  Communications  Named 


Children  receive  the  utmost  attention  and  care  with  the  Angel  Care 
Program. 

Church  Prepares  for  Anniversary 


Facility  Reaches  Out 


Sarah  S.  Kreutziger  has  joined  the  conference  staff 
as  Director  of  Communications,  Louisiana  Area.  Bish¬ 
op  William  B.  Oden,  in  making  this  announcement, 
states:  “The  position  of  Director  of  Communications 

has  been  unfilled  since  I  have  been  in  Louisiana,  but  it 
is  a  position  with  a  rich  history.  Sarah  will  make  a  sig¬ 
nificant  contribution  to  Louisiana  United  Methodism. 
She  will  work  with  all  facets  of  communication  at  the 
local,  district,  and  conference  levels.” 


When  several  day  care  centers  es¬ 
pecially  equipped  for  handicapped 
children  folded,  parents  around  the 
Alexandria  area  went  to  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  for  help.  The 
result  was  Angel  Care,  a  new  pro¬ 
gram  for  handicapped  children  un¬ 
der  the  age  of  three,  located  at  the 
Tracy  Arnold  Center  at  First 
Church. 

Angel  Care,  according  to  the  Rev. 
Ron  Dauphin,  associate  pastor,  was 
created  to  fill  the  void  left  by  state 
and  local  programs.  “The  younger 
children  were  left  out  of  the  devel¬ 
opment  programs,”  he  explained, 
because  “the  existing  programs 
were  for  older  children.” 

This  new  program  has  been  de¬ 
signed  with  local  resources.  Handi¬ 
capped  children  under  the  age  of 
three  attend  classes  at  the  Arnold 
Center  twice  a  week  and  are  super¬ 
vised  by  a  nurse,  physical  and 
speech  therapists,  special  educators 


and  social  workers.  The  team’s  goal 
is  to  develop  each  child’s  full  poten¬ 
tial  in  conjunction  with  the  parents’ 
help.  Several  children  who  are  not 
handicapped  are  included  in  the 
program  to  provide  role  models  for 
the  challenged  children. 

“It’s  an  ecumenical  program,” 
says  Rev.  Dauphin.  It  is  funded  by 
the  state  of  Louisiana,  along  with 
local  grants  and  assistance  from  the 
parish  school  board.  Financial  as¬ 
sistance  also  comes  from  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference  in  the  form 
of  SAM  Grants  (Support  for  Action 
Ministries),  and  from  the  National 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Participants  in  Angel  Care  agree 
with  Rev.  Dauphin  who  says  that  it 
has  been  “hailed  by  educational 
specialists  as  a  ‘model  program.’  ’’ 

One  family  lives  45  miles  away 
from  Alexandria,  but  the  mother 
twice  a  week,  sometimes 
times  a  week,  to  the  Angel 


Care  facility  with  her  19  month  old 
daughter  who  has  cerebral  palsy. 
The  mother  chose  Angel  Care  be¬ 
cause  her  child  was  too  young  for 
state-agency  care  and  private  assis¬ 
tance  was  too  expensive. 

Since  her  child  has  been  involved 
with  the  program  the  mother  has 
seen  a  great  deal  of  improvement 
even  though  she  has  been  in  the 
class  only  seven  weeks. 

Pointing  out  that  her  little  girl 
wants  to  learn,  she  says,  “you  see 
the  little  things  —  gradual  improve¬ 
ments  [even  though]  we  have  to 
take  things  day  by  day.”  She  con¬ 
cludes  with  the  observation  that 
“it’s  definitely  worth  it.” 

The  mother  also  mentioned  that 
Angel  Care  is  trying  to  form  a  sup¬ 
port  group  for  the  parents  of  handi¬ 
capped  children  so  that  they  may 
share  their  trials  and  joyful  occa- 


Sarah  S.  Kreutziger 

sions.  She  wants  other  families  out 
there  that  do  not  know  where  to 
turn  to  know  they  can  be  helped. 

Rev.  Dauphin  is  also  making  an 
appeal  to  other  churches  within  the 
state  to  provide  care  for  these  chil- 
dren.  He  encourages  all  United 
Methodists  to  introduce  programs 
for  handicapped  children  in  their 
Mother's  Day  Out  activities,  day 
care  centers,  and  other  religious 
programming.  For  further  informa¬ 
tion  contact  Angel  Care  at  First 
UMC,  Alexandria,  (318)  442-3530. 


Sarah,  a  member  of  Munholland  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Metairie,  has  worked  on  all  levels  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodism  in  a  variety  of  volunteer  posi¬ 
tions  since  moving  to  this  state  from  Florida  eleven 
years  ago.  She  holds  a  BA  degree  from  Columbia 
(South  Carolina)  College,  a  MSSW  degree  from  the 
University  of  Tennessee,  and  is  finishing  her  doctorate 
at  Tulane  University.  She  is  married  to  Dr.  Keith  L. 
Kreutziger,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
Katherine  and  Joseph. 


In  celebration  of  its  50th  anniver¬ 
sary,  the  Archives  and  Records 
Committee  of  William  B.  Reily 
University  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  has  recent¬ 
ly  announced  the  publication  of 
The  Glory  Road,  a  book  containing 
ministerial  messages  to  the  congre¬ 
gation.  The  excerpts  are  taken  from 
University  during  the  years  1941  to 
the  present. 

Each  of  the  former  and  present 
pastors,  along  with  the  associate 
ministers,  was  asked  to  submit  ser¬ 


mons  for  inclusion  in  the  book.  Dr. 
Ralph  Dreger  served  as  editor  and 
selected  the  sermons  that  were  used. 

Represented  are:  Dr.  William  E. 
Trice,  1941-66;  Rev.  Jack  Cook, 
1966-69;  Dr.  Ben  Oliphint,  1969- 
72;  and  Rev.  Lamar  Smith,  1972- 
80. 

The  book,  which  contains  26  ser¬ 
mons,  is  available  through  the 
church  at  3350  Dalrymple  Drive, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802,  at  a  cost  of 
$3.00  plus  postage. 


Mrs.  Eileen  Neher  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Patrick,  members  of  the  Archives 
Committee,  present  a  copy  of  “The  Glory  Road”  to  Mrs.  Leora 
Trice.  The  book  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Trice's  late  hus¬ 
band,  William  E.  Trice,  who  served  as  pastor  of  University  1941-66. 


Reminder 

Retired  Ministers  Home  Sunday 


Special  Page 
on  Page  6 

(page  5  in  local  editions) 


Conference  Center  Offering  Update 

United  Methodists’  response  to  the  recent  Conference  Center  Offer¬ 
ing  is  very  successful.  All  districts  within  the  Conference  are  partici¬ 
pating  to  the  fullest  extent.  Currently,  the  total  amount  received  is 
$250,000.  Those  churches  who  have  not  sent  in  their  offerings  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  do  so  as  soon  as  possible.  The  support  for  this  new  venture 
is  deeply  appreciated. 


Mission  Center  Dedicated 


Approximately  200  United  Meth¬ 
odists  were  on  hand  October  2 1  for 
the  Service  of  Dedication  and  Con¬ 
secration  of  the  Istrouma  Metropol¬ 
itan  Methodist  Mission  Center 
located  on  Scenic  Highway  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

The  Rev.  Stephen  Fleming,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  center,  explained  that  the 
project  “was  a  district-wide  event  in 
the  planning  and  participation.”  He 
opened  the  ceremony  by  welcoming 
all  present  and  took  the  opportunity 
to  thank  those  responsible  for  the 
effort.  Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr. 
delivered  the  message.  Music  was 
provided  by  a  combined  youth 
choir  from  area  United  Methodist 
churches  under  the  direction  of  Es¬ 
ther  Socolofsky.  Ms.  Socolofsky  is  a 
member  of  William  B.  Reily  Uni¬ 
versity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 


The  Mission  Center  is  the  result 
of  years  of  planning  and  prayers, 
mixed  with  the  hard  work  and  sacri¬ 
fice  of  many  who  believe  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  should 
not  "leave”  simply  because  condi¬ 
tions  change  and  comfort  turns  to 
challenge. 

The  purpose  of  the  Istrouma  Mis¬ 
sion  Center  is  to  be  a  neighborhood 
resource,  to  provide  low-cost  office 
space  to  other  agencies  committed 
to  similar  goals,  and  to  develop 
models  for  churches  to  use  in  ad¬ 
dressing  the  needs  of  their  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  The  center  is  the  direct 
result  of  three  Baton  Rouge  congre¬ 
gations’  struggle  to  be  in  ministry  to 
a  changing  community,  but  as  Rev. 
Fleming  summarized,  “all  of  the 
churches  around  the  district  helped 
make  this  day  a  special  one.” 


Shown  pictured  presenting  a  plaque  to  Dr.  Calvin  commemorating 
the  event  are  Dot  Willoughby,  Lay  Leader  of  the  former  Istrouma 
Church  and  Rev.  Stephen  Fleming  on  the  right. 
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The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Vital  Congregations/Faithful  Disciples:  Vision  for  the  Church 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  has  requested  that  the 
following  Pastoral  Letter  be  read  Nov.  18  in 
every  United  Methodist  congregation. 

From  your  sisters  and  brothers  in  Christ 
Jesus,  The  Council  of  Bishops,  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  called  United 
Methodist  around  the 
world:  grace  to  you 
and  peace  in  the  name 
of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

We  the  bishops  of 
the  church  declare 
our  commitment  to 
congregational  vitali¬ 
ty  and  faithful  disci- 
pleship.  We  invite 
you  to  join  us  as  we 
claim  the  gifts  of  the 
Spirit  offered  to  us  by 
the  Lord  Jesus,  who 
is  the  foundation  of 
our  ministry  and  the 
source  of  all  vitality 
and  all  faithfulness. 

While  our  church  is  global  and  connec- 
tional,  we  believe  that  the  central  expres¬ 
sion  of  ministry  and  mission  in  Christ’s 
name  is  the  local  congregation.  Here  the 
gospel  is  preached  and  taught;  here  the  sac¬ 
raments  are  celebrated;  here  the  offerings 
of  the  people  are  given  and  received;  here 
discipleship  finds  its  source  and  its  direc¬ 


tion.  To  our  congregations  we  address  this 
pastoral  letter  and  the  Foundation  Docu¬ 
ment  which  accompanies  it,  “Vital  Con¬ 
gregations — Faithful  Disciples.” 

United  Methodist  people  are  scattered 
across  the  planet  earth,  living  under  highly 
diverse  political,  economic  and  cultural 
systems.  All  of  us  gather  in  local  congrega¬ 
tions.  From  Germany  to  the  Philippines, 
from  Scandinavia  to  Mozambique,  from 
the  eastern  seaboard  of  the  United  States 
over  the  hillsides  of  Appalachia  across  the 
prairies  of  the  American  Midwest  to  the 
coastlands  of  the  West,  our  people  hear  the 
historic  yet  contemporary  call  to  “reform 
the  continent(s)  and  to  spread  scriptural 
holiness  over  the  land(s).” 

We,  the  people  of  God  called  United 
Methodist,  have  come  to  a  critical  turn¬ 
ing  point  in  our  history.  The  world  in 
which  our  heritage  of  faith  seemed  secure 
is  passing  away.  We  must  choose  to  be 
faithful  to  Jesus  Christ  in  our  time. 

There  are  many  signs  within  our  con¬ 
gregations  that  we  recognize  this  new  era. 
The  realization  is  dawning  on  us  that  we 
must  be  more  intentional  about  being  the 
church  God  calls  us  to  be.  The  immense 
suffering  of  so  many  people  in  the  world 
today  overwhelms  us,  but  these  human 
hurts  also  stir  our  deepest  impulse  to  fol¬ 
low  our  master  into  service  and  fellow¬ 
ship  with  those  who  suffer. 

As  teachers  and  pastors  who  are 
charged  with  the  spiritual  and  temporal 


The  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops 
Pastoral  Letter 

leadership  of  the  church,  we  are  privileged 
to  share  with  you  our  vision  for  the 
church  in  our  time.  What  we  offer  to  the 
church  is  not  a  program  or  a  grand  master 
plan.  We  envision  a  blessed  connection  of 
vital  congregations  that  seek  to  respond  in 
unique  and  individual  ways  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  our  Lord  to  teach,  to  baptize, 
and  to  make  disciples.  We  envision  vital 
congregations  that  claim  Christ’s  promise 
to  be  with  us  (Matthew  28).  Our  vision, 
then,  is  an  invitation  to  journey  toward 
vitality  and  faithfulness. 

We  believe  that  the  signs  of  vital  faith 
can  be  revealed  each  time  a  congregation 
gathers  to  worship  God;  thus,  our  Foun¬ 
dation  Document  is  a  reflection  of  the 
nature  of  those  gatherings.  When  we  wor¬ 
ship  as  congregations,  we  sing  and  pray. 
We  confess  our  sin  and  receive  forgive¬ 
ness.  We  hear  the  Word  proclaimed.  We 
are  baptized  and  witness  the  baptism  of 
others.  We  are  fed  at  the  table  of  the 
Lord.  We  are  sent  forth  to  share  the  good 
news  of  God’s  amazing  grace.  These  ele¬ 
ments  of  our  worship  must  become  the 
pattern  of  our  everyday  life  in  the  world. 

We  the  bishops  of  the  church  yeam  for 
^^ital^jongregatioj^r^ver^jlac^^Ve^ 


yeam  because  so  many  people  of  our  soci¬ 
eties,  including  many  in  our  church,  have 
no  vital  relationship  to  God,  and  are  lost: 
lost  to  drug  addiction,  lost  to  self-centered 
materialism  and  self-righteousness,  lost  to 
the  demonic  forces  of  racism  and  every 
form  of  human  oppression — lost  to  sin. 
We  are  concerned  that  as  our  world  be¬ 
comes  more  secularized,  new  generations 
increasingly  are  bewildered  by  every  form 
of  temptation  and  desperately  need  the 
saving  grace  of  Christ. 

Jesus  came  and  comes  to  seek  and  to 
save  those  who  are  lost,  and  the  church  is 
called  to  be  the  extension  of  the  Incarna¬ 
tion,  Christ’s  life  in  the  midst  of  the 
world.  Thus,  we  yeam  for  a  vital  congre¬ 
gation  in  every  place. 

As  bishops  we  commit  ourselves 

■  to  fast  and  pray  on  behalf  of  congre¬ 
gational  vitality  and  faithful  discipleship; 

■  to  lead  our  annual  conferences  in 
discerning  God’s  vision  for  the  church 
and  congregational  life; 

■  to  evaluate  our  styles  of  episcopal 
leadership  as  they  affect  congregational 
life  and  the  mission  of  the  connection; 

■  to  seek  to  nurture  the  life  of  existing 
congregations  and  to  encourage  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  new  ones; 

■  to  preach  the  Word  and  celebrate 
Holy  Communion  regularly  in  local  con¬ 
gregations. 

We  plead  with  you  to  join  us  in  our 
yearning,  in  our  fasting,  in  our  praying, 


in  our  study  and  in  our  work  on  behalf  of 
vital  congregations  and  faithful  disciples, 
and  in  commending  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord 
and  Savior  to  the  world. 

We  call  each  pastor  and  lay  leader  to  en¬ 
gage  the  congregations  in  study  of  our 
Foundation  Document  and  issues  of  con¬ 
gregational  vitality.  We  urge  local  congre¬ 
gations  to  seek  God’s  vision  for  the  church 
through  earnest  listening  to  the  Word  of 
God  in  Scripture.  We  call  our  people  to 
disciplined  missional  prayer  on  behalf  of 
our  church  and  its  congregations. 

Let  us,  as  the  people  of  God,  join  in 
this  act  of  seeking  new  vision  for  the 
church,  so  that  we  may  discern  who  God 
would  have  us  be  and  what  God  would 
have  us  do  as  faithful  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  gathered  into  vital  congregations, 
and  scattered  for  ministry  in  the  world. 

As  we  the  bishops  conclude  this  pasto¬ 
ral  letter  we  offer  prayers  for  all  of  you 
and  for  our  congregations  worshipping 
and  witnessing  in  every  land. 

We  pray  that  God  will  use  this  episco¬ 
pal  initiative  and  the  lives  and  gifts  of  all 
of  us  on  behalf  of  the  gospel  that  the 
world  may  believe  and  be  saved.  “Now 
to  the  One  who  is  able  to  do  immeasur¬ 
ably  more  than  all  that  we  ask  or  think 
through  the  power  that  is  at  work  among 
us,  to  God  be  glory  in  the  church  and  in 
Christ  Jesus  to  all  generations,  forever 
and  ever."  Amen  (Ephesians  3:20-2 1 ). 
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'Fields  are  ripe  for  harvest'  The  church  doesn't  need  cute  or  hypocrisy 


■  Booksellers  report  soaring  sales 
of  religious  literature. 

■  700  United  Methodist  young 
people  dedicate  their  lives  to  full¬ 
time  Christian  ministry  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  2). 

■  United  Methodist  bishops  de¬ 
clare  their  commitment  to  revitaliz¬ 
ing  congregations  and  individuals 
(see  Pastoral  Letter  above  and  relat¬ 
ed  stories  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

These  and  other  recent  upbeat 
news  items  from  the  world  of  religion 
provide  a  strong  counter-balance  to 
news  from  the  secular  world. 

Persistent  threats  of  impending 
war  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  indications 
of  an  economic  recession  in  this 
country,  and  growing  concern  about 
the  ability  of  U.S.  political  leaders 
to  govern  are  among  headline  topics 
that  assault  us  daily. 

The  contrast  between  the  two 
worlds — spiritual  and  temporal — 
probably  is  not  accidental. 

Experience  shows  that  interest  in 
life’s  spiritual  dimension  often  corre¬ 
sponds  to  times  of  societal  and  cul¬ 
tural  uncertainty. 

As  Christians,  we  need  to  keep  a 
healthy  perspective  on  what  this 
convergence  of  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  means. 

It  does  not  mean  that  people  of 
faith  should  withdraw  from  in¬ 
volvement  in  a  volatile  world.  Pi- 
etistic  Christians,  past  and  present, 
often  have  used  troubled  times  to 
justify  retreating  into  spiritual  ghet¬ 
tos,  detached  from  the  messiness  of 
human  need  and  suffering. 

Nothing  is  farther  from  Jesus’ 
mandate  to  “lay  down  our  lives  for 
others.”  Indeed,  unsettled  times 
such  as  ours  urgently  cry  out  for  vi¬ 


tal  Christian  witness  and  outreach. 

Serious  temporal  problems  do 
typically  create  a  more  open  climate 
for  dealing  with  the  religious  di¬ 
mension  of  our  personal  and  corpo¬ 
rate  lives. 

Secularism — the  effort  to  live  as 
though  God  doesn’t  exist — is  far 
from  dead.  But  the  rapid-fire  crises 
of  our  modern  world  expose  the 
hollowness  and  lack  of  meaning 
that  accompany  attempts  to  live 
without  God. 

Our  Council  of  Bishops’  Pastoral 
Letter  reprinted  above  makes  a  sim¬ 
ilar  point.  It  lifts  up  the  countless 
souls  in  our  world  who  are  “lost: 
lost  to  drug  addiction,  to  self-cen¬ 
tered  materialism  and  self-righ¬ 
teousness,  to  the  demonic  forces  of 
racism  and  every  form  of  human 
oppression — lost  to  sin.” 

One  implication:  Perhaps  as  never 
before  in  recent  memory,  the  “fields 
are  ripe  for  harvesting”  by  followers 
of  Jesus  Christ  (John  4:35). 

That  astounding  implication  mer¬ 
its  thought  and  action  by  each  of  us 
and  our  congregations.  Two  related 
questions  are  particularly  pertinent: 

/  What  “ripe  fields”  of  opportu¬ 
nity  for  Christian  witness  and  re¬ 
ceiving  the  Christian  message  do 
you  detect  in  your  own  local 
church?  In  your  community? 

■/  What  might  you  do  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  those  opportunities? 

A  suggestion  for  how  to  begin:  Ac¬ 
cept  our  bishops’  challenge  to  en¬ 
gage  in  personal  and  corporate 
study  of  the  Foundation  Document 
that  accompanies  their  Pastoral 
Letter,  “Vital  Congregations/Faith¬ 
ful  Disciples.”  To  order,  call  Cokes- 
bury  toll  free:  1-800-672-1789. 


The  Oct.  12  “Here  I  Stand”  col¬ 
umn  headlined,  “We  need  hypocri¬ 
sy  to  live  as  Christians,”  is 
disgusting  and  shocking. 

The  author  doesn’t  even  begin  to 
understand  hypocrisy — at  least  not 
the  biblical  meaning. 

Nobody  should  live  as  a  hypocrite! 
A  Christian  should  strive  to  live  a 
humble,  honest  life  —  serving  God 
and  his  fellowman.  A  hypocrite  is  a 
phony,  shallow,  self-serving  pretender! 

I  cannot  believe  that  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel  would  or  even  could 
write  such  dangerous  lies.  Is  he  try¬ 
ing  to  be  cute?  We  don’t  need  cute 
or  hypocrisy. 

Dessie  Scott 
Murchison,  Texas 

Terms  divide,  not  unite 

In  the  Oct.  19  issue  of  the  Report¬ 
er  there  is  an  article  headlined, 
“Term  Rejected.” 

The  article  includes  a  sentence, 
“Call  me  who  I  am  — Asian-Ameri- 
can,  African-American,  Hispanic.” 

Frankly,  1  thought  we  were  all 
Americans.  So  why  does  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race  want 
to  play  this  down?  It  seems  to  me 
that  to  emphasize  the  “nation  of  or¬ 
igin”  will  do  more  to  separate  us 
than  to  unite  us. 

What  if  all  groups  did  this?  Then 
we  would  have  Italian-American, 
English-Americans,  German-Amer- 
icans,  Canadian-Americans,  etc. 

Surely  the  commission  has  intelli¬ 


gent  people  who  can  come  up  with 
some  method  of  identifying  all  peo¬ 
ple  without  playing  down  the  fact 
that  we  are  all  Americans. 

Lester  A.  Kobler 
Ferguson,  Missouri 

Church  as  employer  chided 

An  outstanding  professional  or¬ 
ganist  in  a  church  nearby  was  arbi¬ 
trarily  fired  recently  in  a  blatantly 
unchristian  action.  A  young  neigh¬ 
bor  couple  refused  to  be  married  in 
a  church,  any  church,  because  of  the 
shabby  way  they  were  treated  as 
youth  workers.  A  local  church  office 
receptionist  lost  her  job  because  she 
“didn’t  look  the  part.” 

These  examples  of  the  church  as 
employer  make  me  ashamed,  disap¬ 
pointed,  and  angry!  Jesus  was  clearly 
interested  in  fair  labor  management. 
The  church  ought  to  be  an  example  in 
employer/employee  relations. 

Isn’t  it  time  for  us  to  take  a  pray¬ 
erful  hard  look  at  the  way  we  treat 
our  sisters  and  brothers  on  the 
church  payroll? 

Carol  Holle  Umber 
Los  Angeles,  California 

Seeing  God's  saving  hand 

A  response  is  in  order  to  T. 
Edward  Giles,  whose  letter  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Oct.  1 2  issue. 

Mr.  Giles  harshly  criticized  a 
family  who  expressed  thanksgiving 
that  God  had  spared  them  through 


a  killer  tornado. 

He  is  correct  in  asserting  the  need 
to  express  ourselves  in  such  a  way  as 
not  to  say  to  victims  of  tragedy, 
“These  were  saved;  you  must’ve  need¬ 
ed  more  faith.”  However,  Mr.  Giles 
fails  to  grasp  an  elemental  point. 

Even  in  the  midst  of  Rabbi 
Kushner’s  “randomness,”  God  can 
be,  and  in  process  thought  is,  under¬ 
stood  as  using  persuasive  force  to 
coerce  the  free  and  random  agents 
in  the  universe  to  conform  to  the  di¬ 
vine  will.  When  inexplicable  good 
fortune  falls  on  someone,  the  hand 
of  God  is  seen  there  as  having  ac¬ 
complished  the  task  of  persuasion 
for  the  sake  of  God’s  will. 

In  moments  of  tragedy,  God  is 
viewed  as  grieving  for  and  with 
those  who  suffer,  for  their  pain  as 
well  as  for  God’s  own  pain,  when 
the  divine  plan  is  thwarted. 

To  state  that  “God  is  responsible 
for  the  devastation  caused  by  the 
tornado;  it  was  happenstance  (that 
saved  the  family)"  is  nihilistic. 

To  deny  God’s  saving  hand  in  the 
midst  of  an  inexplicable  miracle  de¬ 
nies  the  hope  we  have  in  God’s  love 


and  power,  witnessed  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Does  Mr.  Giles  actually 
worship  the  God  he  described? 

Daniel  Corbett 
Elizabeth,  Illinois 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Do  you  not  know  that  you  are 
God’s  temple  and  that  God’s  spirit 
dwells  in  you?”  (RSV) 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  2  Peter  3:18) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  12 

Monday:  Psalms  50: 1  -6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  50:7-1 5 
Wednesday:  Amos  5: 1 8-24 
Thursday:  Matthew  24:32-44 
Friday:  Matthew  25:1-13 
Saturday:  1  Thessalonians  4:1-12 
Sunday:  1  Thessalonians  4:13-18 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from  readers.  Letters  should  be  brief, 
must  be  original  and  must  carry  the  signature  and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  "Letters  to  the  Editor,"  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Faithfully  yours = 


Diagnosis  of  cancer  confronted  my  faith 


I  went  to  sleep  with  Spurgeon 
Dunnam  praying  and  woke  up  with 
Don  Renshaw  tell¬ 
ing  me,  “they  got  it 
all.”  The  reality 
was  that  1  had  can¬ 
cer — again. 

I  had  cancer  in 
1970  when  I  was  a 
teenager — a  fright-  Ron  Adams 
ening  experience  for  anyone  and  es¬ 
pecially  for  a  17-year-old.  The 
doctors  at  Bames  Hospital  in  St. 


Louis  tried  some  innovative  ideas  for 
treating  a  malignant  lymphoma  and 
guessed  correctly.  I  lived.  For  20 
years  I  enjoyed  reasonably  good 
health. 

Suddenly  things  didn’t  seem 
right.  Old  symptoms  reappeared, 
followed  by  the  recommendation  of 
surgery.  The  doctors  predicted  cor¬ 
rectly  again. 

But  a  diagnosis  of  cancer  in  1990 
is  not  the  same  as  it  seemed  in 
1970.  Cancer  is  no  longer  a  death 


sentence,  but  a  signal  that  we  need 
to  put  our  lives  in  order.  That 
means  honestly  addressing  our  own 
needs,  and  not  just  the  needs  of  oth¬ 
ers.  It  means  distinguishing  be¬ 
tween  busy-ness  and  really  living. 

It  also  confronts  our  faith.  If  we 
are  going  to  proclaim  faith  credibly 
to  others,  we  need  to  live  it  ourselves. 
Christians  can  have  an  enormous  im¬ 
pact  upon  society  when  our  priorities 
are  properly  focused  on  matters  of 
greatest  importance.  I  haven’t  al- 
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ways  done  that  in  the  past.  I  plan  to 
do  it  better  in  the  future. 

A  cancer  diagnosis  also  confronts 
us  with  the  need  for  thanksgiving.  I 
have  become  more  aware  of  how 
grateful  I  am  for  so  many  things.  For 
family  and  friends,  for  a  supportive 
church,  for  medical  advancements, 
and  for  the  good  health  that  we  often 
take  for  granted. 

It  also  confronts  us  in  a  powerful 
new  way  with  God’s  grace.  As 
Christians,  we  regularly  talk  about 
who  God  is,  and  what  God  is  like. 
But  when  a  crisis  comes  our  way, 
the  important  matter  is  that  God  is. 
A  comforting  presence  can  and  does 
make  all  the  difference  for  our  ca¬ 
pacity  to  cope.  As  Paul  reminds  us: 
“nothing  can  separate  us  . . .  from 
the  love  of  God.” 

I’ve  had  a  second  chance.  I  hope 
a  third  is  not  needed.  But  regardless 
of  what  life  brings,  there  is  always 
hope  for  those  who  love  God,  even 
if  our  reality  is  cancer. 

—RON  D.  ADAMS 

Mr.  Adams  is  director  of  marketing 
for  the  Reporter. 


Your  Investment 
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Form  of  Note 

Minimum  Inv 

Rate* 

4  yr.  term 

$100 

9% 

1  yr.  term 

$100 

8.25% 

Flexible 

$100 

7% 

’Rates  subject  to  change. 

For  as  little  as  $100,  notes  may  be  purchased.  Available  only 
to  United  Methodist  individuals,  local  churches,  clubs,  organiza¬ 
tions,  Boards  or  agencies.  Be  a  part  of  the  growth  of  our  church 
into  the  next  century,  while  pursuing  your  own  personal 
investment  goals. 

The  Fund's  sole  purpose  is  to  promote  the  mission  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  by  providing  first  mortgage  loans  to 
churches. 

Respond  now  by  calling  or  writing:  The  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  Room  320,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
NY  10115.  Tel.  (212)  870-3856  or  1-800-862-8633  if  out-of-NY 
State. 


*  Special  report  on  ‘ The  Gathering’  * 


NOVEMBER  9,  1990 


Faith  in  the  world  3 

The  Ui:ited  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Bishops  unveil  call  to  be  vital  church 

3,500  at ' Gathering '  hear  first  reading  of  UM  episcopal  pastoral  letter 


Vital  Congregations 
Faithful  Disciples 

VISION  FOR  THE  CHURCH 


The  United  Methodist 
Council  oi  Bishops 


Pastoral  Letter 


Complete  text  of  the  bishops’  pastoral  letter  is  on  Page  2. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— The 
Council  of  Bishops’  proposal  to  end 
United  Methodism’s  “spiritual  mal¬ 
aise”  and  reverse  a  22-year  decline 
in  membership  is  coming  to  your 
local  congregation  Nov.  18. 

On  that  date,  pastors  of  United 
Methodism's  38,000  local  congrega¬ 
tions  are  asked  to  read  a  two-page 
pastoral  letter  unveiled  last  week 
during  an  unprecedented  interna¬ 
tional  “gathering"  of  3,500  United 
Methodists  (see  photos  below). 

After  its  inaugural  reading,  copies 
were  mailed  to  all  churches. 

In  their  letter,  the  bishops  call  on 
local  congregations  to  “seek  a  new  vi¬ 
sion”  of  vitality  and  faithfulness  to 
Christ  (see  complete  text.  Page  2). 

Teaching  aids  offered 

Available  as  optional  teaching 
aids  for  the  pastoral  letter  are  a  160- 
page  foundation  document,  a  64- 
page  leader’s  guide  and  a  60-minute 
videotape  as  teaching  aids. 

The  foundation  document  is  de¬ 
signed  to  be  an  “invitational”  re¬ 
source,  not  a  program,  said  retired 
Bishop  Roy  C.  Clark,  director  of  the 
Vital  Congregations/Faithful  Disci¬ 
ples  Initiative  for  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

The  document  is  organized 


around  a  framework  of  elements  of 
Christian  worship  such  as  praise, 
confession,  baptism,  hearing  and  re¬ 
sponding  to  the  Word,  and  Holy 
Communion. 


The  contents  reflect  the  bishops’ 
emphasis  on  spiritual  development 
undergirding  the  letter. 

'No  checklist' 

“There  is  no  checklist  for  vital  con¬ 
gregations,”  Bishop  Clark  stressed  in 
his  opening  remarks  and  again  later 
during  a  news  conference. 

“Abiding  in  Christ  is  what  pro¬ 
duces  distinctive  fruit,”  Bishop 
Clark  continued.  “If  we’re  faithful, 
we’ll  be  Christ  in  the  world.” 

One  sign  of  vitality  identified  by 
the  bishops  is  local  congregations’ 
creative  response,  especially  in  wor¬ 
ship,  to  the  neighborhoods  and  cul¬ 
tures  where  they  are. 

Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp  (Indiana 
Area),  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  told  the  news  conference 
that  such  adaptations  can  be  the  use 
of  contemporary  music  or  worship 
styles  that  reach  out  to  singles  as  well 
as  married  people  and  families, 
younger  as  well  as  older  people. 


Acknowledging  that  60  percent  of 
United  Methodist  congregations  are 
composed  of  no  more  than  200 
members,  Bishop  Hodapp  asserted 
that  even  small  congregations  can 
use  the  foundation  document  to 
find  ways  to  energize  “natural,  au¬ 
thentic  worship.” 

'Vitality  rooted  in  Christ' 

Bishop  Clark  added  that  “vitality  in 
a  local  congregation  is  rooted  in  our 
life  in  Jesus  Christ.  Vitality  does  not 
depend  on  outward  trappings.” 

At  the  same  time  that  the  Council 
of  Bishops  is  inviting  local  congre¬ 
gations  to  “discern"  and  “adapt,” 
the  111  active  and  retired  bishops 
themselves  are  covenanting  with 
one  another  to  engage  in  similar 
processes. 

Specifically,  the  bishops  have 
agreed  to  “yearn,  fast,  pray  and  act” 
for  vital  congregations  and  faithful 
disciples. 

In  addition,  each  of  the  65  active 
bishops  has  agreed  to  evaluate  and 
possibly  adapt  his  or  her  leadership 
style  and  manner  of  relating  to  local 
congregations  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences. 


Useful  for  Africa 

While  the  bishops’  initiative  ad¬ 
dresses  a  United  Methodist  malaise 
that  was  depicted  last  week  as  pri¬ 
marily  an  American  problem,  the 
president-elect  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops,  Bishop  Emilio  de  Car¬ 
valho  (Western  Angola  Area),  said 
the  pastoral  letter  has  application  in 
Africa  as  well. 

Africa,  like  the  Philippines,  is  a 
region  in  which  United  Methodism 
is  growing  in  membership. 

“The  foundation  document 
adapts  well  to  our  situations,”  said 
Bishop  de  Carvalho.  “We  (the  cen¬ 
tral  conferences  of  Africa)  had  in¬ 
put  into  it. 

“And  while  we  have  different 
contexts,  while  our  cultural  expres¬ 
sions  of  the  Gospel  differ,  the  docu¬ 
ment  contains  the  main  lines  of 
faith  orientation  with  which  we  all 
agree.” 


More  'Gathering'  coverage 
coming  in  the  next  issue 

Participants  praise  bishops’  spiritual  leadership  at 
‘The  Gathering’ 

Worship  services  emphasize  cultural  diversity  of 
United  Methodists 

Behind  the  scenes:  Banners,  robes  and  10  tons  of 
lights  enliven  services 

More  than  300  workshops  offer  instruction  on 
multiple  aspects  of  local  congregations’  life 


Agency  board  votes 
to  meet  outside  U.S. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas- 
Elected  directors  of  United 
Methodism’s  chief  coordinating 
agency  voted  Oct.  28  to  “demon¬ 
strate  the  global  nature  of  the 
church”  by  holding  their  next 
meeting  outside  the  United 
States 

With  96  of  its  133  directors 
present  and  voting,  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  approved 
a  proposal  recommending  the 
trip  by  a  vote  of  66-30. 

This  was  only  two  more  than 
the  minimum  64  needed  under 
the  council’s  self-imposed  two- 
thirds  majority  on  this  issue. 

The  action  calls  for  separate 
groups  of  council  members  to 
visit  in  United  Methodist  homes 
and  churches  in  at  least  seven  of 
the  church’s  administrative  re¬ 
gions  throughout  Europe  and 
five  in  Africa  and  the  Philippines 
before  convening  in  Zurich, 
Switzerland,  for  the  1991  spring 
board  meeting. 

Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  the 
council’s  president,  said  he  wants 
those  who  are  concerned  about 
whether  the  council  is  being  a 
good  steward  to  know  that  “the 
council  is  exercising  prudent  fi¬ 
nancial  management  and  is  oper¬ 
ating  within  its  quadrennial 
budget.” 

Based  on  a  preliminary  budget, 
the  trip  will  cost  about  $1,640  a 
person  based  on  125  participants 
from  the  133-member  council.  If 
held  in  the  United  States  in  1991, 
the  spring  meeting  would  cost 
about  $875  for  each  member.  The 
council  usually  meets  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  where  it  has  headquarters. 

The  council  canceled  its  Spring 
1990  meeting  in  Dayton  and  in¬ 


tends  to  apply  the  $100,000  saved 
by  that  cancellation,  $31,000  un¬ 
expended  from  council  meetings 
in  1988  and  1989  and  $115,000 
budgeted  for  the  regular  Spring 
1991  meeting  against  the  estimat¬ 
ed  $205,000  costs  of  the  interna¬ 
tional  meeting. 

The  stated  goal  of  the  meeting  is 
to  equip  council  members  “with  a 
perspective  that  will  shape  a  vi¬ 
sion  for  global  ministry  in  all 
places  and  all  structures  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  eight-page  report 
from  a  sub-unit  of  the  council. 

Throughout  the  sometimes  im¬ 
passioned  four-hour  debate  preced¬ 
ing  the  vote,  issues  of  stewardship 
and  social  justice  surfaced. 

The  most  extended  challenge 
came  from  the  council’s  Native 
American  Concerns  Committee, 
headed  by  Becky  Thompson  of 
Tulsa,  Okla. 

On  the  eve  of  the  vote,  Ms. 
Thompson  told  United  Method¬ 
ist  News  Service  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  decided  to  oppose  the 
European  meeting  because  of 
“ideological  and  justice  issues.” 

She  pointed  out  that  “the  meet¬ 
ing  is  being  proposed  because  it 
would  be  a  global  experience  for 
the  church."  She  added,  “Global 
should  also  include  the  perspec¬ 
tive  of  indigenous  people.” 

Ms.  Thompson  also  told  the 
news  service  that  “for  some 
members  of  the  council,”  the  trip 
to  Europe  would  "be  a  going 
home,  a  reclaiming  of  their 
North  American  roots.” 

The  exact  opposite  would  hold 
true  for  Native  Americans,  she 
said. 


Faith 


watch 


PART-TIME  PASTORATES  STUDIED:  a  United 

Methodist  panel  is  considering  a  proposal  that  would  allow  pastors  to 
hold  second  jobs  as  a  way  to  increase  the  number  of  ordained  minis¬ 
ters  who  serve  small  congregations.  At  present,  the  church  considers 
full-time  service  the  norm  for  ordained  ministry.  The  panel  believes 
that  this  makes  it  difficult  for  ordained  ministers  to  serve  small  con¬ 
gregations  where  they  would  have  to  supplement  their  incomes  with 
second  jobs  in  the  secular  world. 

BOOK  PUBLISHER  MAY  BE  SOLD:  The  unofficial 
Good  News  evangelical  caucus  of  United  Methodists  is  on  the  verge 
of  approving  the  sale  of  Bristol  Books,  its  financially  troubled  pub¬ 
lishing  arm  formed  in  1987.  James  Robb,  the  president  of  Bristol 
Books,  said  that  Good  News’  executive  committee  recommended  to  the 
40-member  board  of  directors  that  Bristol  Books  be  sold  for  an  undis¬ 
closed  price  to  a  group  of  investors.  Mr.  Robb  said  the  response  of  the 
Good  News  board  to  the  proposal  was  overwhelmingly  positive. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BV  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas — Some  of  the  3,500  United  Methodists  attending  "The 
International  Gathering"  crowd  into  the  resource  center  where  every  United 
Methodist  program  agency  and  numerous  church-related  organizations  offered 
information  about  their  respective  programs.  The  resource  center  also  served  as 
a  site  where  participants  could  attend  workshops  and  reflect  in  groups  about 
the  event.  Sponsors  of  "The  Gathering"  were  the  Council  of  Bishops  and  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 


'Gathering'  makes  visual  spectacle 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY  AND  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas — Worship  and  greetings  mark  "The  International  Gath¬ 
ering."  Above,  Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  (Pittsburgh  Area)  precedes  the  epis¬ 
copal  banner  during  a  recessional.  Top  right,  the  Rev.  ).  Lavon  Kincaid  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  greets  the  Rev.  Vance  Summers  of  Westerville,  Ohio.  Bottom  right, 
Bishop  Judith  Craig  (Detroit  Area)  raises  a  carafe  of  water  during  a  service  of 
baptismal  reaffirmation.  Below,  one  of  the  Keseth  Dancers  of  Dallas  celebrates 
God's  forgiveness  during  a  service  of  confession. 
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Faith  at  work 


Faith 

= connections 

DISTINGUISHED  JUDGE  DIES: 

U.S.  District  Judge  Woodrow  Seals  of  Houston, 
known  for  court  rulings  that  advanced  civil  and 
human  rights,  and  a  recipient  of  the  World 
Methodist  Peace  Award,  died  Oct.  27  in  Hous¬ 
ton  after  surgery  for  a  heart  ailment.  Judge 
Seals,  72.  served  as  a  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  national  boards  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety.  Discipleship  and  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  He  was  elected  first  as  a  delegate  to 
General  Conference  in  1972  and  served  until 
1987,  when  he  asked  that  he  not  be  considered 
and  a  black  be  elected  in  his  stead. 

CONFERENCE  BACKED:  Despite 

objections  by  the  Christian  Education  and  Age- 
Level  Ministries  section,  Discipleship  directors 
agreed  last  week  to  provide  support  staff  and  up 
to  $75,000  in  funding  for  an  anti-drug  convoca¬ 
tion  for  youth  next  fall.  The  event  is  being  orga¬ 
nized  by  Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  leader  of  the 
Bishops'  Initiative  Against  Drugs  and  Violence 
and  the  Carter  Center  in  Atlanta.  Christian 
Education  directors  complained  the  event  will 
conflict  with  Youth  '91,  the  biennial  interna¬ 
tional  convocation  of  United  Methodist  youth. 

PREACHER  DEPARTS:  The  Rev  Mi¬ 
chael  Williams,  director  of  preaching  ministries 
for  Discipleship’s  worship  section,  has  resigned 
to  accept  an  appointment  to  a  local  church  in 
the  Tennessee  Annual  Conference.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  has  organized  and  overseen  such  pro¬ 
grams  as  the  Academy  for  Preaching  and 
Proclamation  during  his  6-'A  years  with  the 
agency.  "He  has  truly  helped  us  raise  the  level 
of  preaching  in  local  congregations,”  said  the 
Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  Discipleship  chief  execu¬ 
tive. 

WORD  ON  LIBERIA:  The  Rev  Da¬ 
vid  Caulker,  a  United  Methodist  district  super¬ 
intendent  in  Sierra  Leone,  told  the  Discipleship 
board  that  civil  war  in  Liberia  “could  be  very 
bad  for  all  of  us”  in  West  Africa.  Mr.  Caulker 
attributed  the  unrest  to  the  degeneration  of  Li¬ 
beria’s  civil  disputes  into  tribal  warfare. 

HISTORY  WRITTEN:  More  than  1 50 
copies  of  “Keeping  Up  With  a  Revolution,”  a 
history  of  the  50-year-old  United  Methodist 
Communications  Commission,  were  presented 
to  the  agency’s  staff  and  elected  directors.  The 
177-page  book  was  written  by  retired  staff 
member  Edwin  C.  Maynard. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas- 
United  Methodism’s  "supreme 
court”  has  decided  it  will  not 
choose  among  church  laws  de¬ 
noting  names  for  God. 

The  decision  left  the  special 
churchwide  worship  book  study 
committee  in  the  same  quandary 
that  led  it  to  consult  the  high 
court  in  the  first  place. 

The  Judicial  Council  was 
asked  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  on  behalf  of  the 
worship  book  study  committee, 
to  determine  which  of  three  ap¬ 
parently  conflicting  “God  lan¬ 


guage”  laws  is  the  rule  for  the 
proposed  worship  book. 

The  Judicial  Council,  however, 
ruled  that  it  “could  not  deter¬ 
mine”  the  intent  of  the  1988 
General  Conference  when  it 
adopted  the  rules. 

The  council  said  that  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  is  the  only  body 
with  final  authority  to  decide 
language  for  the  proposed  United 
Methodist  Book  of  worship. 

The  ruling  caused  consternation 
among  worship  book  study  com¬ 
mittee  members  meeting  Oct.  29. 

Retired  Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen, 
who  had  filed  a  separate  brief 
contesting  the  issue,  complained 
that  the  council  failed  to  answer 


whether  the  three  language  laws 
are  in  conflict. 

Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison 
(Philadelphia  Area),  committee 
chair,  said  she  was  surprised  that 
there  was  little  discussion  of  the 
issue  by  the  Judicial  Council.  She 
was  present  during  the  session  to 
answer  questions. 

“The  Judicial  Council  decision 
says,  in  effect,  that  the  spirit  in 
which  we’ve  been  doing  our  work 
is  the  way  we  should  go,”  Bishop 
Morrison  said. 

Bishop  Morrison  was  upset, 
however,  by  erroneous  reports  of 
the  decision  that  have  appeared 
in  secular  newspapers  around  the 
country. 


In  response  to  those  reports,  the 
worship  book  study  committee  is¬ 
sued  the  following  statement: 

“The  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Worship  Committee  has  been 
faithful  to  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  references  regarding  the 
book  of  worship  and  the  con¬ 
cerns  and  needs  of  local  United 
Methodist  congregations. 

“Specifically,  the  new  book  of 
worship  will  retain  the  traditional 
form  of  the  Trinity  (i.e.,  Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Spirit)  in  all  the 
General  Services  (Holy  Commu¬ 
nion,  Baptism,  Wedding,  Funeral 
and  Ordination),  and  wherever  it 
is  found  in  ’The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Hymnal.’  No  alternative  Trini- 


fORT  WORTH,  Texas — General  Board  of  Discipleship  director 
and  Worship  Book  Committee  member  Bill  Auvenshine  (right) 
explains  the  proposed  worship  book  to  visitors  at  "The  Gather- 


REPORTER  STATE  PHOTO  BV  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

ing's"  resource  center  in  Fort  Worth  last  week.  With  him  is 
Chuck  Jones  (center),  another  Discipleship  director. 


tarian  phrases  will  be  proposed  in 
these  services. 

“In  other  services  and  prayers, 
the  book  of  worship  will  use  a  di¬ 
versity  of  biblical  images  of  God 
(including  God  as  Father).” 

Worship  book 
being  shaped 
by  your  needs 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— Your 
worship  needs  as  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  are  giving  shape  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  book  of  worship. 

Unlike  previous  “institution¬ 
al”  versions,  the  proposed  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Book  of  Worship  is 
focused  intentionally  on  the  local 
congregation  and  the  individuals 
who  make  up  that  congregation, 
say  leaders  of  the  special  study 
committee  crafting  the  proposal. 

Consultants  who  have  read 
early  versions  of  the  book  have 
been  strongly  affirming  of  its 
proposed  services.  Many  of  the 
services  were  included  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  earlier  needs  surveys 
taken  across  the  church,  said  the 
Rev.  Andy  Langford,  head  of  the 
worship  section  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

“Our  strongest  affirmations 
thus  far  have  been  the  proposals 
for  healing  services  and  for  a  ser¬ 
vice  of  worship  after  a  miscar¬ 
riage,”  said  Mr.  Langford. 

The  service  of  worship  after  a 
miscarriage  drew  controversy 
over  the  summer  because  it  used 
the  terms  “child”  and  “infant”  to 
refer  to  a  miscarried  fetus. 

The  committee,  however,  agreed 
with  more  than  1 20  responses  that 
urged  that  “child”  and  “infant”  are 
the  most  appropriate  terms. 

Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison 
(Philadelphia  Area),  committee 
chair,  said  the  proposed  book 
“speaks  to  the  needs  of  people 
where  they  are  on  their  faith 
journeys." 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


A  Multiple  Choice 
Question  ror  Persons 
Interested  in  Seminary: 

Which  United  Methodist  seminary  will  you  choose? 

The  13  United  Methodist  seminaries  prepare  tomorrow’s  leaders  today. 
Merit  scholarships,  ethnic  scholarships,  and  Trial  Year  Scholarships  for 
those  exploring  ministry  are  available  For  more  information,  contact  the 
United  Methodist  seminary  of  your  choice 


•  Boston  Univenirv.  School  of  Theology,  Boston,  MA,  (617)353-3036;  •  Candler  School  of 
Theology.  Emory  University:  Atlanta.  GA,  (404)727-6326;  •  The  Theological  School.  Drew 
Umvctsity.  Madison,  NJ,  (201)408-3111;  •  Duke  University  Divinity  School  Durham,  NC, 
(919)684-2603;  •  Gammon  Theological  School.  Atlanta,  GA,  (404)527-7707;  •  Garrett 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary.  Evanston  1L,  1-800-736-4627;  •  Uiff  School  of  Theology, 
Denver  CO,  1-800-678-3360;  •  Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio.  Delaware,  OH, 
1-800-333-6876.  •  Pwldns  School  of  Theology.  SMU,  Dallas.  TX,  (214)692-2293;  •  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology.  Kansas  City.  MO,  1-800-825-0378;  •  School  of  Theology  at  Claremont. 
Clatemont.  CA,  (714)626-3521,  •  United  Theological  Seminary.  Dayton,  OH.  1-800-686-4673, 
1-800-322-5817  (outside  Ohio);  •  Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  Washington,  DC,  1-800882-4987 


e 


“A  Tradition  of  Excellence" 

A  project  of  The  Association  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Schools  and  the  Lilly  Endowment  Project. 


Making  the 
Connection 

NASHVILLE,  U.S.A.  An  el¬ 
derly,  sick  mother  and  her  ep¬ 
ileptic  son  live  together  in  a 
three-room  apartment,  eking 
out  an  existence  on  her  widow's 
pension.  Through  our  advocacy, 
the  son  has  begun  to  receive 
food  stamps;  he  had  been  told 
he  was  not  eligible... 

TOKYO,  Japan.  The  only 
Christian  network  in  Tokyo  is 
on  cable  radio.  But  we  are 
enthusiastic.  We  have  met  Jap¬ 
anese  Christians  who  heard  the 
gospel  first  via  a  Christian 
broadcast.  We  are  so  thankful... 
Please  pray  with  us... 

Whether  it's  the  good  news  of 
daily  bread  or  a  gospel  message 
over  cable  radio,  the  persons  in 
mission  on  our  behalf  need 
more  than  our  financial  gifts. 
They  plead  for  our  prayers. 

And  there's  no  better  way  to 


make  that  prayer  link  than  by 
using  the  1991  Prayer  Calendar. 
In  it,  you'll  find  the  names  of 
every  United  Methodist  person 
in  mission.  You'll  get  their  ad¬ 
dresses.  Their  birhtdays.  News 
about  their  work.  Maps  that 
show  where  they  minister. 

Each  day  of  the  calendar 
provides  people  and  programs 
who  want  your  prayers.  Each 
day  gives  Bible  readings  to 
guide  your  prayers.  The  calen¬ 
dar  is  even  designed  so  you  can 
photocopy  it  for  your  church 
school  or  newsletter. 

It's  simply  the  best  single 
resource  to  make  a  connection 
100,00  prayers  large.  Personal, 
practical,  and  prayer-full. 


This  Christmas  give 
THE  1991  PRAYER  CALENDAR 
...and  add  a  link  to  the  United  Methodist  prayer  chain. 

Order  your  gift  copies  of  the  Prayer  Calendar  (* 1257 )  @  $5.00  plus  postage  and 
handling  charges ,  from:  Service  Center,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  7820 
Reading  Road/Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 


Discipleship  board  mandates  inclusiveness 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— Twen¬ 
ty-five  years  ago,  the  Evangelism 
Board  of  the  then-Methodist 
Church  was  picketed  for  its  racial 
discrimination. 

Ten  years  ago,  the  Evangelism 
Board's  successor,  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  was  cited  by 
the  church’s  Religion  and  Race 
monitoring  agency  for  its  failure  to 
model  United  Methodism’s  stand¬ 
ard  of  inclusiveness. 

Last  week,  Discipleship’s  102- 
member  board  officially  put  that 
checkered  past  behind  it  by  adopt¬ 
ing  a  comprehensive  set  of  rules 
mandating  inclusiveness  in  all  its 
events. 

The  new  rules — adopted  unani¬ 
mously — require  that  events  be  in¬ 
clusive  in  leadership  and 
participation  in  regard  to  race,  eth¬ 
nic  origin,  sex,  and  handicapping 
conditions. 

The  guidelines  also  make  history 
by  requiring  inclusiveness  at  all 


events  sponsored  by  Discipleship’s 
many  affiliated  organizations,  such 
as  Marriage  Encounter,  the  Founda¬ 
tion  for  Evangelism,  the  National 
Association  of  Conference  Lay 
Leaders  and  others. 

Affiliated  organizations  will  be 
required  to  report  on  their  events’ 
inclusiveness  each  year  when  their 
relationships  with  the  agency  are  re¬ 
viewed. 

The  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  Disci¬ 
pleship’s  chief  executive,  termed 
the  directors’  vote  “the  most  signifi¬ 
cant  thing”  done  at  the  board’s  Oct. 
30-31  meeting. 

The  new  agency  guidelines  build 
on  nearly  two  years  of  work  to  elim¬ 
inate  racial-ethnic  and  gender  dis¬ 
crimination  among  Discipleship 
staff. 

The  Rev.  Victor  Perez-Silvestry, 
Discipleship’s  affirmative  action  of¬ 
ficer,  reported  during  the  meeting 
that  the  agency’s  efforts  to  promote 
cultural  pluralism  and  gender  sensi¬ 
tivity  have  moved  into  a  second 
stage. 

Pilot  groups  to  involve  all  staff  in 


Task  force  foresees  change 
to  help  smaller  churches 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

WICHITA,  Kan. — A  21 -member 
task  force  has  been  studying  the 
needs  of  small-membership 
churches. 

Members  said  the  general  prac¬ 
tices  of  United  Methodism  do  not 
fit  the  denomination’s  small-mem¬ 
bership  churches,  according  to  in¬ 
formation  the  group  received  in 
Wichita  at  the  end  of  September. 

After  a  weekend  of  hearings  from 
clergy  and  laypersons  from  large- 
membership  churches  and  from 
church  demographic  specialists, 
task  force  members  concluded  that 
structural  overhaul  may  be  needed 
to  tailor  denominational  practices 
to  small  churches’  needs. 

Disciplined  and  mandated  pro¬ 
gram  and  administration,  even  offi¬ 
cial  church  school  and  other 
resources,  often  seem  too  ponder¬ 
ous  for  small  churches,  said  task 
force  secretary  Wanda  Eichler,  Pi¬ 
geon,  Mich. 


For  example,  the  Discipline  man¬ 
dates  that  churches  have  both  an 
administrative  board  and  a  pro¬ 
gram  council  (council  on  minis¬ 
tries),  or  a  combined  administrative 
council  used  by  many  small 
churches. 

Both  models  call  for  individual 
chairpersons  of  such  areas  as  wor¬ 
ship,  evangelism,  education.  United 
Methodist  Women,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men,  age-level  ministries  and 
stewardship,  children  and  youth 
ministries. 

The  task  force  may  propose  a  new 
model  of  ministry  for  local  churches 
called  “NOW”  (nurture,  outreach 
and  witness).  The  new  structure 
would  allow  fewer  chairpersons  to 
work  on  a  combination  of  those 
concerns,  Ms.  Eichler  said. 

For  instance,  work  areas  oh  edu¬ 
cation.  worship  and  stewardship 
could  be  combined  under  auspices 
of  a  chairperson  of  nurture.  “That 
person  could  also  serve  as  church 
school  superintendent,"  she  said. 


cultural  awareness  discussions  are 
being  developed  with  the  assistance 
of  Dr.  Carolyn  Johnson  of  Purdue 
University,  Mr.  Perez-Silvestry  re¬ 
ported.  Dr.  Johnson  has  been  the 
board’s  consultant  in  improving  its 
cultural  diversity  appreciation. 

Meanwhile,  the  agency  now  posts 
ratios  of  23  percent  racial-ethnic 
representation  in  executive  staff 
and  35  percent  in  support  staff.  The 
levels  surpass  the  boardwide  goal  of 
17  percent  racial-ethnic  representa¬ 
tion,  based  on  the  population  cen¬ 
sus  of  the  church. 

In  other  action,  the  board: 

■  Adopted  a  1991  budget  of  $7.4 
million. 

■  Awarded  a  total  of  $  1 1 2,000  in 
grants  to  20  ethnic  local  church  pro¬ 
grams. 

■  Shortened  its  fall  meeting  to 
conclude  before  “The  Gathering” 
began  (see  related  stories  elsewhere 
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NAME  BADGES 

Order  professional,  durable,  cdored  plastic,  custom  engraved 
name  badges  with  the  Methodist  Church's  logo,  your  name  and 
church's  name,  permanently  engraved  by  state  of  the  art  computer 
for  only  (3-95  per  badge.  Minimum  order  of  5,  plus  $1.50  mailing 
and  handling.  Contact  Active  Advertising  Ideas, 
522  N.  26th  St.  Louisville,  KY  40212. 


Methodist  Medical  Center,  Dallas,  Texas 

now  has  a  Medical  Director  in  the  Dept,  of  Physical  Medicine 
&  Rehabilitation.  Samuel  M.  Bierner.  MD  specializes  in  the  di¬ 
agnosis  &  nonsurgical  treatment  of  neck  and  back  pain,  nerve 
disorders  and  chronic  painful  or  disabling  conditions. 

For  an  appt.  call  (214)  944-5834  or  write  for  free  brochure: 
P.0.  Boi  224987,  Dallas,  TX  75222.  Dr.  Bierner  is  Board  Cer¬ 
tified  in  Physical  Medicine  and  in  Electrodiagnostic  Medicine. 


in  this  issue).  Directors  were  cau¬ 
tioned  that  actions  delayed  because 
of  the  shortened  fall  schedule  will 
have  to  be  decided  at  the  next  meet¬ 
ing  Feb.  28-March  3  in  Nashville. 


CLASSIFIED 


SANLANDO  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
in  Longwood,  Florida  is  seeking  an  experienced 
Youth  Director.  A  growing  community  with  a  very 
active  youth  program  wants  to  insure  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  its  excellent  program.  Youth  work  experi¬ 
ence  will  be  necessary  and  administrative  skills  de¬ 
sired.  Salary  in  mid-20’s  with  negotiable  benefits. 
Position  description  available  upon  request.  Send 
resumes  to:  Scott  Jones,  1890  West  State  Road 
434,  Longwood,  FT  32750, _ 

OPEN  DOOR  COMMUNITY  HOUSE  a  United 

Methodist  Mission  Agency,  seeks  applicants  for  the 
position  of  Executive  Director.  Position  will  be  re¬ 
sponsible  for  planning,  implementing  and  directing 
programs  and  administration  for  community  cen¬ 
ter.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  with  references 
to:  Search  Committee,  Ojren  Door  Community 
House,  P.O.  Box  1 2008,  Columbus,  GA  3 1 907, 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES/Organist- 

Belle  Meade  United  Methodist  Church.  Two  adult 
choirs,  youth  choir,  two  children's  choirs,  handbell 
choir.  Please  send  resume,  including  references  to: 
Dr.  James  S.  Worley,  Chair  of  Search  Committee, 
Belle  Meade  United  Methodist  Church,  121  Da¬ 
vidson  Road,  Nashville,  TN  37205. 

WANTED:  LICENSED  MECHANICAL  AND 

electrical  engineer,  engineering  graduate,  or  student 
planning  to  pursue  a  license,  to  associate  with  a 
growing  Michigan  architectural  firm  specializing  in 
church  design.  Hull-Stephens  and  Associates  Archi¬ 
tects,  5023  Holland  Drive,  Swartz  Creek,  Michigan 
48473.  Phone:  (313)  63S4090.  Ask  for  Clifford 
Hull. _ 

DIACONAL  MINISTER  OF  Education,  emphasis 

on  youth.  Resume:  Columbia  Heights  UMC,  91 
Sturbridge  Rd„  Columbus,  OH  43228. 

LOOKING  FOR  A  BUSINESS  MANAGER.  Ac¬ 

tive  church  with  2,100  members  in  Houston  area. 
Bellaire  United  Methodist  Church,  4417  Bellairc 
Blvd.,  Bellaire,  TX  77401,  (713)  666-2167, _ 

NEEDED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and  Chris¬ 

tian  Education.  Emphasis  in  developing  volunteer 
lay  leadership  in  the  program  areas  of  youth  fellow¬ 
ship.  Sunday  School,  children  and  adults.  Full-time 
or  part-time  applications  accepted.  Phone:  John 
Stcmen  at  Oakhurst  United  Methodist  Church, 
(813)  391-4769  for  additional  information  and/or 
to  apply. _ 

DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  NEEDED 
for  3000  +  member  church  adjacent  to  Universi¬ 
ty  of  New  Mexico  campus.  Youth  choir  experi¬ 
ence  preferred.  Send  resume  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  Central  UMC,  1615  Copper  NE, 
Albuquerque.  NM  87106,  or  call  Rev.  Tom 
Schwartz  (505)  243-7834.  , 
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Virginia  church  leaders  sign  unusual  pact 

Closer  ties  sought  among  Lutheran ,  Episcopalian  and  Catholic  congregations 


By  ED  BRIGGS 

Religious  News  Service 

RICHMOND,  Va. — In  an  unusu¬ 
al  ecumenical  venture,  leaders  of 
Roman  Catholic,  Episcopal  and  Lu¬ 
theran  churches  in  Virginia  have 
agreed  to  sign  a  statewide  agree¬ 
ment  committing  their  local  congre¬ 
gations  to  joint  worship  and 
outreach  programs. 

A  “call  to  covenant”  directed  at 
local  congregations  will  be  signed  at 
the  close  of  the  seventh  annual  Lu¬ 
theran,  Anglican  (Episcopal)  and 
Catholic  (LARC)  conference  Nov. 
16-17  in  Lynchburg. 

A  Catholic  priest  and  member  of 
the  LARC  planning  committee 
called  the  upcoming  Lynchburg 
meeting  historic. 

“We  think  it’s  the  first  such  state¬ 
wide  agreement  in  the  country,” 
said  the  Rev.  R.  Roy  Cosby,  the 
pastor  of  St.  Patrick  Catholic 
Church  in  Spotsylvania  in  the  Ar¬ 
lington  diocese. 


Purpose  is  to  illuminate 

The  purpose  of  the  conference  is 
“to  illuminate,  celebrate  and  ad¬ 
vance  the  cause  of  Christian  unity 
among  Lutherans,  Anglicans  and 
Roman  Catholics  in  Virginia  at  the 
judicatory,  regional  and  congrega¬ 
tional  levels,”  according  to  a  state¬ 
ment  by  conference  organizers. 

A  covenant,  or  formal  religious 
promise,  will  bind  the  ecumenical 
undertakings  of  the  Catholic  dioces¬ 
es  of  Richmond  and  Arlington;  the 
Episcopal  dioceses  of  Southern  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Virginia  and  Southwestern 
Virginia;  the  state  churches  in  the 
Virginia  and  Metropolitan  Wash¬ 
ington  synods  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America;  and 
the  Virginia  congregations  in  the 
Southeastern  District  of  the  Luther¬ 
an  Church-Missouri  Synod. 

Conference  leaders  said  the  gov¬ 
erning  bishops  of  the  three  faith 
communities  will  challenge  their 
faithful,  more  than  a  half  million 


church  members,  to  greater  ecu¬ 
menical  cooperation  and  commit 
themselves  to  a  number  of  specific 
actions. 

Steps  taken  to  joint  ministry 

Some  congregations,  mostly  Epis¬ 
copal,  Lutheran  and  Catholic,  have 
already  taken  steps  to  conduct  joint 
ministries. 

The  nation’s  only  joint  Catholic 
and  Episcopal  parish  is  in  Virginia 
Beach.  And  the  Episcopal  Diocese 
of  Southern  Virginia  allows  ecu¬ 
menical  representatives  to  vote  in 
its  annual  governing  council. 

“Our  bishops  are  this  year  lead¬ 
ing  us  on  the  pilgrimage  to  reconcil¬ 
iation  to  which  our  theological 
dialogues  have  called  us,”  wrote  Fa¬ 
ther  Cosby  in  a  letter  to  past  confer¬ 
ence  participants. 

“In  past  Virginia  LARC  confer¬ 
ences  we  have  celebrated  progress 
toward  reconciliation  among  our 
faith  traditions  achieved  through 
formal  theological  dialogues  and 


learned  of  the  biblical  basis  for  co¬ 
venanting,”  the  priest  wrote. 

"Many  of  you  have  urged  that  we 
‘get  on  with  it’  and  make  concrete 
at  the  congregational  level  the  rec¬ 
onciliation  achieved  at  the  theologi¬ 
cal  level.” 

Dr.  John  Westerhoff,  an  Episco¬ 
pal  priest  and  professor  of  theology 
at  the  Divinity  School  of  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity,  will  lead  the  LARC  confer¬ 
ence.  Duke’s  divinity  school  is 
known  for  its  ecumenical  approach 
to  educating  clergy  in  the  United 
States. 

As  in  past  years,  the  conference 
will  be  held  in  three  different 
churches,  beginning  with  the  open¬ 
ing  session  at  Holy  Trinity  Luther¬ 
an  Church. 

The  more  than  200  expected  par¬ 
ticipants  will  move  to  Holy  Cross 
Catholic  Church  for  the  next  day’s 
morning  session,  and  then  attend 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  for 
lunch  and  the  afternoon  session. 


'If  you  feel  like  it,  God,  give  me  a  call' 


A  Japanese  professor  of  religious  psychology  indicates  that  "sci¬ 
ence  is  entering  a  new  dimension  that  can  only  be  called  spiritual 
.  .  .  Humanity  has  just  begun  to  explore  the  world  beyond  this  plan¬ 
et.  It's  time  to  examine  inner  space  as  well." 


By  KAZUHIKO  HIGUCHI 

Religious  News  Service 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  following 
analysis  is  translated  from  the  Japa¬ 
nese  newspaper  Kyoto  Shimbun  by 
The  Asia  Foundation’s  Translation 
Service  Center.  Mr.  Higuchi  is  pro¬ 
fessor  of  religious  psychology  at  Do- 
shisha  University. 

“If  you  feel  like  it,  God,  give  me  a 
call.” 

That  well-known  line  on  an  ad¬ 
vertising  poster  for  the  giant  Seibu 
department  store  chain  says  a  lot 
about  the  religious  awareness  of 
modem  Japanese. 

The  telephone  is  personal  and  al¬ 
ways  within  reach,  and  conversations 
are  confidential.  Furthermore,  you 
don’t  have  to  make  the  call;  God  will 
do  it  for  you  (of  course,  if  he  calls  col¬ 
lect,  that’s  your  problem). 

I’m  no  prophet,  so  I  don’t  know 
what  the  21st  century  has  in  store, 
but  the  modem  era,  with  its  dualis- 
tic  separation  of  religion  and  sci¬ 
ence,  clearly  seems  to  be  ending.  My 
guess  is  that  in  the  post-modem  age, 


the  dichotomy  between  the  super- 
sensory  and  the  material  will  disap¬ 
pear,  replaced  by  a  new  kind  of 
spiritualism  that  encompasses  both. 
God  will  probably  get  in  touch. 

In  the  next  century,  our  faith  in  sci¬ 
entific  truth  will  become  less  absolute, 
and  we  will  embrace  spiritual  realities 
as  well.  We  won’t  return  to  primitive 
or  animistic  beliefs,  but  the  arbitrary 
modem  division  between  science  and 
religion  will  break  down. 

Kazuo  Inamura,  president  of  the 
Kyoto-based  Kyocera  Corp.,  a  lead¬ 
ing  maker  of  ceramic  materials  and 
precision  instruments,  once  confid¬ 
ed  that  he  could  never  tell  when  an 
experiment  would  succeed.  Ceram¬ 
ic  materials  are  harder  than  dia¬ 
monds  and  require  sophisticated 
technology  to  produce. 

“It’s  a  paradox,"  said  Mr.  Ina¬ 
mura,  who  is  also  a  scientist.  “Sci¬ 
ence  and  technology  have  become 
so  advanced  and  precise  that  lab¬ 
oratory  replication  is  unpredictable. 
Molecular  bonding  never  seems  to 
occur  quite  the  same  way  twice.  It 
almost  seems  like  the  prayers  of  the 
scientists  conducting  the  experi¬ 


ments  interact  with  subatomic  mat¬ 
ter,  affecting  the  outcome.” 

Science  is  entering  a  new  dimen¬ 
sion  that  can  only  be  called  spiritu¬ 
al.  The  hospice  movement,  for 
example,  which  helps  the  terminally 
ill  accept  death  with  dignity,  is 
bridging  the  gap  between  medical 
science  and  religious  truth. 

U.S.  astronaut  Russell  L. 
Schweickart  once  told  me  how  a  me¬ 
chanical  malfunction  during  a  space 


flight  caused  him  to  be  ejected  from 
the  craft  and  float  helplessly  outside 
for  five  minutes.  During  that  time, 
he  gazed  at  the  earth,  which  appeared 
not  as  a  huge  rock  suspended  in 
space  hut  as  a  beautiful  blue-green 
organism,  a  glistening,  living  miracle 
that  took  his  breath  away. 

Humanity  has  just  begun  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  world  beyond  this  planet. 
It’s  time  to  examine  inner  space  as 
well.  God  willing,  the  phone  will  ring. 


Dear  Deborah 


I  need  Christian  solution  to  kids'  messiness 


Dear  Deborah, 

My  adult  son  and  daughter  have 
both  moved  back  home,  instead  of 
staying  in  the  local  college  dorm, 
while  they  complete  their  education. 

For  three  years  I  had  the  house  to 
myself  and  now  I  would  like  them 


to  respect  my  need  for  cleanliness 
and  orderliness.  We  are  constantly 
battling  over  this.  Can  you  suggest  a 
Christian  solution?  Mabel 

Dear  Mabel. 

I  think  that  this  is  one  of  the  sticki¬ 


est  situations  many  families  have  to 
face  in  these  days.  Certainly  the  first 
thing  to  do  is  to  pray  for  them  and 
the  whole  situation  and  ask  God  to 
inspire  you  with  ways  to  cope  that  re¬ 
spect  the  rights  of  all  of you. 

My  personal  belief  is  that  it  is  your 


drSC  Pontius'  Puddle 


IT'S  REFRESHING  TO  SEE  THAT  WITH 
ALL  THIS  FUDDLE  EASTERN 
WARMONGERING,  SOMEONE.  IS 
BEATING  A  SWORD  INTO  A  PLOWSHARE. 

plowshare,  nothing. 
I'M  trying  TO  1 

MAKE  AN  OIL  R1&- 1 
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History  of  Hymns= 


home  and  you  have  the  right  to  make 
reasonable  rules  and  expect  them  to 
abide  by  them.  However,  they  are 
adults  now  and  you  will  be  more  suc¬ 
cessful  if  you  treat  them  that  way. 

You  might  want  to  write  out  what 
you  expect  and  list  your  priorities.  For 
example,  my  priority  might  be  clean¬ 
ing  up  food  and  dishes  every  night 
and  I  would  not  care  what  their  rooms 
looked  like  behind  the  closed  doors. 
Yours  might  be  different  but  you  have 
to  be  clear  what  you  want  and  where 
you  draw  the  lines. 

Then  talk  to  a  neutral  person  like 
your  pastor,  to  be  sure  you  are  being 
reasonable  before  talking  with  your 
son  and  daughter.  I  think  it  also  helps 
to  establish  a  system  of  leaving  notes, 
or  a  checkoff  sheet  so  that  you  don  t 
have  to  always  speak  to  them  about 
the  rules  and  what  you  expect. 

Write  "Dear  Deborah,  PERSON¬ 
AL,"  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


'My  God,  I  love  thee '  began  with  a  sonnet 


My  God.  1  love  thee,  not  because 
I  hope  for  heav’n  thereby. 

Nor  yet  for  fear  that  loving  not 
I  might  forever  die; 

But  for  that  thou  didst  all  mankind 
Upon  the  cross  embrace; 

For  us  didst  bear  the  nails  and 
spear. 

And  manifold  disgrace. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.— Elected 
directors  of  United  Methodism’s 
publishing  arm  meeting  here  Oct. 
23-24  celebrated  net  sales  of  more 
than  $100  million  in  church-pro¬ 
duced  resources,  due  largely  to  “ex¬ 
ceptional"  sales  of  the  1989  United 
Methodist  Hymnal. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  finished  the  fiscal  year  ahead 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  extraordinary  background  of 
this  hymn  begins  with  a  16th-centu¬ 
ry  Spanish  sonnet  attributed  to 
Francis  Xavier,  who  was  born  in 
Spain  and  educated  at  the  Univer- 
isty  of  Paris. 

A  hundred  years  later  the  Spanish 


of  budget,  despite  a  tense  year  that 
included  the  closing  of  Parthenon 
Press,  the  layoff  of  more  than  200 
employees  and  erection  of  a  new,  $8 
million  distribution  center  north  of 
downtown  Nashville. 

Hymnal  sales  have  topped  3.6 
million,  according  to  Robert  K. 
Feaster,  president  and  publisher  of 
the  publishing  house. 


sonnet  was  translated  into  a  Latin 
hymn  by  an  unknown  translator. 
Then  200  years  after  that  an  English 
translation  was  made  from  the  Lat¬ 
in  hymn. 

Francis  Xavier,  after  completing 
his  education  at  the  University  of  Par¬ 
is,  became  a  member  of  its  faculty.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  seven  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Society  of  Jesus  who  took 
Jesuit  vows  with  Loyola  in  1 534. 

He  became  one  of  the  great  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  serving  in  India,  Japan, 
and  China.  His  death  occurred  on 
the  Island  of  St.  John,  off  the  coast 
of  Kwang-tung,  China,  in  1552. 

The  excellent  English  translation 
of  the  Latin  hymn  was  made  in 
1 849  by  Edward  Caswall,  who  was 
ordained  in  1840  and  followed  his 


father  into  the  Anglican  ministry. 

He  became  greatly  interested  in 
Catholicism,  and  in  1847,  resigned 
his  appointment  in  the  Church  of 
England.  He  was  received  into  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  became  a 
priest  and  ministered,  in  Edgbas- 
ton,  England,  to  the  sick  and  the 
poor,  who  dearly  loved  him. 

Singing  the  hymn  provides  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  examine  our  motives  for 
ioving  Christ.  The  selfish  motives  of 
reaching  heaven  and  escaping  hell 
are  set  aside  as  we  affirm  that  our 
love  is  motivated  by  Christ’s  sacrifice 
at  Calvary — his  suffering,  anguish, 
disgrace,  and  death. 

Here  is  God’s  spectacle  of  salva¬ 
tion  for  us. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

“Come,  Ye  Thankful  People,  Come'' 


Hymnal  sales  boost  UM  publisher 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Constant  Jacquet  dies 

NEW  YORK — Constant  H.  Jacquet  Jr.,  one  of  the  foremost  religious 
statisticians  in  the  country,  died  recently  at  the  age  of  64.  Mr.  Jac¬ 
quet,  an  Episcopalian,  has  edited  the  "Yearbook  of  American  and 
Canadian  Churches,"  published  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  since  1966. 


Resurgent  racism  prompts 
campus  ministry  emphasis 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Resurgent  racism 
and  other  campus  scandals  have  led 
to  a  renewed  United  Methodist  em¬ 
phasis  on  campus  ministry. 

A  background  paper  presented  at 
the  recent  meeting  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  cited  racism  as  well  as 
pay-for-play  scandals  in  college  ath¬ 
letics,  incidents  of  plagiarism  and 
the  isolation  of  international  stu¬ 
dents  as  meriting  ethics-centered 
events  and  discussions  sponsored 
by  campus  ministries. 

If  adopted  in  1992  by  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  highest  legislative  body,  a 
report  entitled  “Campus  Ministry: 
Mission  at  the  Center”  will  bolster 
United  Methodist  and  ecumenical 
ministries  on  more  than  700  private 


and  public  college  campuses  across 
the  United  States. 

Also  proposed  are  more  intensive 
recruitment  of  black,  Hispanic.  Pa¬ 
cific  Islander,  Asian,  and  Native 
American  campus  ministers  within 
the  United  Methodist  church  and 
establishment  of  indigenous  minis¬ 
tries  for  people  of  color  on  college 
campuses. 

Programs  for  and  with  interna¬ 
tional  students,  connecting  regional 
and  local  church  bodies  with  cam¬ 
pus  ministries  and  involving  values- 
centered  training  for  church 
professionals  and  laypeople  in  secu¬ 
lar  careers,  are  also  suggested  in  the 
proposal. 

The  proposal  suggests  that 
$250,000  per  year  be  given  from 
general  church  funds  to  support  the 
program. 


Review= 

'Dreams'  keeps  focus 
on  our  children's  vision 


ByHILEYH.  WARD 

“Your  sons  and  your  daughters 
shall  prophesy,  your  old  men  shall 
dream  dreams,  your  young  men 
shall  see  visions  . .  .  (Joel  2:28). 

As  an  old  man  at  80,  the  great 
film  director  Akira  Kurosawa  is  en¬ 
titled  to  depart  from  the  linear  plot¬ 
ted  scenario  and  entertain  dreams. 

In  his  movie  “Dreams,”  he  gives 
us  eight  vignettes  or  scenes  from 
dreams  which  he  apparently  has  ex¬ 
perienced.  But  he  has  not  forgotten 
what  “sons  and  daughters”  and 
“young  men”  are  to  do,  according 
to  the  prophet  Joel. 

In  the  movie,  Mr.  Kurosawa  cer¬ 
tainly  does  prophesy  and  sees  vi¬ 
sions  of  the  future. 

Death  is  strong  undercurrent 

Death,  as  in  most  of  his  movies, 
is  a  strong  undercurrent,  but 
“Dreams”  does  not  treat  death  in 
epic  battles  at  the  hands  of  sword 
wielding  samurai  and  soldiers  as  he 
does  in  many  of  his  films.  Nor  is  his 
treatment  of  death  on  the  level  of  a 
brave  personal  struggle  as  in  his 
classic  “Ikiru”  (“To  Live”). 

In  “Ikiru,”  the  hero,  a  bureaucrat 
dying  of  cancer,  swings  on  a  child’s 
swing  during  a  snowstorm  and  waits 
for  death  alone.  In  one  of  the  dreams 
of  the  new  movie,  “Dreams,”  moun¬ 
tain  climbers  lost  in  a  blizzard  are 
tempted  by  a  snow  angel  to  go  to 
sleep.  But  death  does  not  seem  to 
have  the  finality  of  his  other  movies. 

In  fact,  there  seems  to  be  a  way 
out  of  the  finality  of  death  in  all  of 
the  sequences,  from  the  first,  about  a 
little  boy  spying  on  foxes,  to  the  final 
dream  in  which  a  happy  103-year- 
old  man  lives  near  village  waterfalls. 
The  oldster  joins  a  jovial  funeral 
procession  and  leads  it  dancing 
among  the  colors  of  the  forest. 

In  the  opening  dream,  “Sunshine 
Through  the  Rain,”  the  little  boy  is 
warned  not  to  spy  on  foxes  when 
they  are  having  a  wedding  in  the 
forest.  The  boy  nevertheless  wan¬ 
ders  into  the  forest  and  witnesses  a 
somber  wedding  procession  of  foxes 
played  by  stylized  dancers. 

His  mother  refuses  to  let  him  in 
and  says  he  must  die  if  he  doesn’t 
get  the  forgiveness  of  the  foxes.  She 
says  they  can  be  found  beneath  a 
rainbow  and  the  boy  traipses  off  try¬ 
ing  to  find  the  end  of  the  rainbow. 

In  another  sequence,  “The  Peach 
Orchard,”  a  boy  wanders  into  what 


used  to  be  a  peach  orchard,  leveled  by 
his  parents.  He  meets  the  tree  spirits, 
each  as  regal  as  emperors  of  old. 

Eventually  the  doll-like  spirits  be¬ 
gin  to  sing  and  turn  back  into  trees. 

Family  huddles  at  cliff 

In  “Mt.  Fuji  in  Red,”  a  family 
runs  from  nuclear  holocaust  and 
huddles  at  the  edge  of  a  cliff  over¬ 
looking  the  sea. 

In  “The  Weeping  Woman,”  a 
traveling  man  converses  with  a  mi¬ 
nor  demon,  witnesses  the  torment 
of  demons  in  a  pit  and  literally  runs 
for  his  life. 

In  “The  Tunnel,"  an  incompetent 
Japanese  army  officer  faces  his  guilt 
when  he  meets  a  platoon  of  soldiers 
whom  he  carelessly  sent  to  their 
death. 

A  sequence  that  seems  somewhat 
out  of  place,  is  “Crows."  In  it,  a 
Japanese  artist  seeks  out  Vincent 
Van  Gogh,  played  by  film  director 
Martin  Scorsese  (“The  Last  Temp¬ 
tation  of  Christ”). 

The  seeker  runs  across  fields  and 
bridges,  amid  flowers  and  swaying 
fields  and  beneath  skies  of  crows.  All 
were  subjects  painted  by  Van  Gogh. 

Van  Gogh,  hard  at  work  painting 
in  the  fields,  tells  the  visitor,  "Why 
aren’t  you  painting — this  is  beyond 
belief.” 

The  Japanese  visitor  continues 
running  through  typical  Van  Gogh 
landscapes  until  he  is  seen  running 
through  the  actual  paintings  of  Van 
Gogh. 

(The  audience  was  so  enthralled 
with  this  scene,  they  burst  into 
applause.) 

Mr.  Kurosawa  certainly  knows 
how  to  prophesy  gloom  for  the 
guilt-ridden  and  for  a  troubled  nu¬ 
clear-threatened  earth. 

He  knows  how  to  conjure  up  vi¬ 
sions  of  a  lush  and  lovely  pastoral 
world  of  things  that  were  and  might 
have  been. 

Yet  here  he  is  contented  primari¬ 
ly  to  give  us  dreams  that  are  full  of 
messages  about  life  and  the  earth 
but  which  are  sufficiently  open- 
ended. 

Like  most  dreams,  these  snap 
shut  without  running  the  full  course 
of  a  story  and  therein  is  the  note  of 
hope. 

Dr.  Ward  is  a  professor  of  jour¬ 
nalism  at  Temple  University  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia  and  a  frequent  reviewer  of 
films  for  the  Reporter. 
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November  18 

Is 

Retired  Ministers  Homes  Sunday 


Annual  Observance  Scheduled 


November  1 8  has  been  designated  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
as  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Sunday.  Methodists  throughout  the  state  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  make  a  special  contribution  to  this  program.  This 
Conference  Advance  Missionary  Special  has  sought  to  provide  homes  for 
retired  ministers  and  their  spouses  since  1953. 

Several  significant  activities  have  taken  place  this  year: 

( 1 )  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Homer  Bailes  became  the  first  occupants  of  the  lovely 
home  in  Downsville.  Bishop  Oden  led  in  a  Service  of  Dedication  for  this 
home  September  30. 

(2)  The  house  on  Carey  St.  in  Ruston  was  completely  remodeled  and  en¬ 
larged  at  a  cost  of  over  $30,000.00.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot  now 
reside  there. 


(3)  A  new  home  was  constructed  in  Ruston.  This  was  a  joint  venture 
with  the  Board  providing  $30,000.00  and  Rev.  William  Stokes  and  friends 
paying  the  remainder  of  construction  costs.  He  has  recently  moved  into 
this  home.  A  service  of  Dedication  was  held  October  28. 

At  this  time  we  have  forty  homes,  a  six-unit  apartment  building  a  du¬ 
plex.  Although  administrative  costs  have  been  reduced,  escalating  insur¬ 
ance  rates  and  steadily  increasing  maintenance  costs  place  heavy  demands 
on  available  resources.  We  have  several  requests  for  homes  in  1991.  Thir¬ 
ty-seven  persons  have  indicated  their  intention  of  requesting  housing 
through  the  Board  during  this  decade. 

Your  generosity  can  help  offset  some  of  the  above  mentioned  expenditures 
and  enable  the  Board  to  continue  its  work  and  expand  this  unique  ministry. 


BEFORE 


April  1990  —  Home  on  Carey  Street  in  Ruston  as  remodeling  be¬ 
gins. 


May  1990  —  Construction  underway  on  home  in  Ruston,  1200 
Hodges  Street. 


AFTER 


by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot.  A  carport  is  to  be  added  and 


Stokes.  A  Service  of  Dedication  was  held  October  28. 


HONORARIUMS  AND  MEMORIALS 


IN  HONOR  OF: 

Dr.  Doug  McGuire 
Rev.  C.  W.  Quaid 
Dr.  William  Blakely 
Dr.  Samuel  Reeves 
Dr.  Doug  McGuire 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  J.  McGhee 
Rev.  William  E.  Nolan 
Rev.  A.  Jerome  Cain 
Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel 
Rev.  Angus  Lee  Carruth 
IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Rev.  Tillman  Brown 
Claude  Pleasant 
Rev.  Lester  Nance 
Horace  R.  Austin 
Charles  Gamer 
Rev.  Paul  Durbin 
Bill  Garrett 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  J.  P.  Bonnecarrere 
Rev.  Paul  Durbin 


Mr.  Robert  E.  Rayburn 
Rev.  Thomas  P.  Fincher 
Ruth  Gautreaux 


FROM: 

Curtis  Taylor  Family 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Quaid 
Mrs.  Aaron  F.  Parker 
Mrs.  Aaron  F.  Parker 
Floyd  James  Family 
Reggie  &  Sue  Shain 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Adams 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Adams 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Adams 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Richard  Adams 
FROM: 

Ruston  District  Parsonettes 
Thomas  Adams 
Ruston  District  Parsonettes 
Rosamond  Austin 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  J.  Hayden 
Margaret  G.  Turner 
M.  Yvonne  Coffey 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  B.  Bonnecarrere 
Business  &  Professional 
Women’s  Sunday  School 
Class 

Rebecca  Rayburn  Drost 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Murray  C.  Fincher 
Don’t  Mention  Age  Group, 
Ingleside  UMC 


Belle  Leonard 

Katie  Mae  Smith 

Floyd  James 
Floyd  James 
Rev.  Glendon  Messer 
Rev.  Lewis  E.  Milem 
Rev.  Glendon  R.  Messer 
Rev.  Glendon  R.  Messer 
His  Parents 
Rev.  Eskel  L.  Tatum 


Mr.  Mike  John  Jr.,  Treasurer 
P.  O.  Box  1152 
Monroe,  LA  71201 
(0)318/323-2014 
(H)  318/322-6473 

Rev.  Calvin  O.  Lapuyade 
517  Federal  Avenue 
Morgan  City,  LA  70380 
(O)  504/384-7984 
(H)  504/385-6485 

Dr.  Larry  Robertson 
P.  O.  Box  545 
Ponchatoula,  LA  70454 
(0)504/386-3561 
(H)  504/386-6545 

Mrs.  Paul  White 

99  Woodland 

Boyce,  LA  7 1 409 

318/443-1349 

Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot 

Superintendent  of  Properties 

1119  Carey  St. 

Ruston.  LA  71270 
(H)  (318)  251-2236 
Mr.  Joe  Crouch 
407  Pine  Grove  Drive 
Pineville,  LA  71301 
318/443-2772 

Mr.  George  Gladney 
Route  3,  Box  210 
Rayville,  LA  71269 
(0)318/728-6488 
(H)  318/728-3008 
Mr.  Lewis  Love,  Chairman 
P.O.  Box  1219 
Ruston,  LA  71273-1219 
(0)  318/255-5601 
(H)  318/255-2342 


Don’t  Mention  Age  Group, 
Ingleside  UMC 
Don’t  Mention  Age  Group, 
Ingleside  UMC 
Mike  John,  Jr.* 

Lewis  Love 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Doug  McGuire 
Mrs.  Alma  V.  Milem 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Crosby 
St.  Paul’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 
V.  P.  Jolley 
Mrs.  Eskel  L.  Tatum 


Dr.  Doug  McGuire 
810  Redbud  Street 
Ruston,  LA  71270 
318/251-9099 

Mr.  Eugene  Scott 
316  Medorah  Drive 
West  Monroe,  LA  71291 
318/323-1756 

Mr.  Earle  Cefalu  Jr.,  Secretary 
P.  O.  Box  806 
Amite,  LA  71422 
(O)  504/748-7118 
(H)  504/748-7455 

Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 
P.  O.  Box  86 

Downsville,  LA  71234-0086 
318/982-7309 

Ex-Officio: 

Dr.  J.  Philip  Woodland 
Chairman  Board  of  Pensions 
3350  Dalrymple 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
(O)  504/344-0343 
(H)  504/924-8027 

Cabinet  Representative 

Dr.  James  M.  Poole 
P.  O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  LA  71273-0929 
(0)318/251-2690 
(H)  318/255-2041 

Director 

Rev.  Angus  Lee  Carruth 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 
(O)  504/346-1646 
(H)  504/291-2463 


Notice  Of  Meeting 

The  Board  of  Directors  will  meet  in  Baton  Rouge  at  the  Methodist 
Building,  527  North  Boulevard,  Thursday,  January  24,  1991.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Conference  Room  on  the  third  floor  be¬ 
ginning  at  1 1:00  a.m. 


Retired  Minister's  Home  Board  Members 


Retired  Ministers  Home  Board,  Inc. 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 
70802-5720 
(504)346-1646 


Acadiana  District 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  S.  Hurley 
(Eleanor) 

102  Willowood  Dr. 

P.O.  Box  245 
Franklin,  LA  70538 

Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon 
161  Emerite  Dr. 

Lafayette,  LA  70501 

Mr.  Don  McClelland 
1 16  S.  Acadian  Dr. 

Lafayette,  LA  70503 

Alexandria  District 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  S.  Flurry 
(Clarice) 

2816  Hill  St. 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 

Mr.  Paul  Blaney 
800  Mound  St. 

Jonesville,  LA  71343 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Abe  M.  Conerly 
(Melonea) 

Route  6,  Box  404-K 
Natchitoches,  LA  71457 

Mrs.  Estelle  D.  Dameron 
112  Redd  Dr. 

Pineville,  LA  71360 

Baton  Rouge  District 

Mrs.  Eleanor  K.  Douglas 
9934  Judi  Ave. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson,  Jr. 
(Betty) 

1 542  Ingleside  Dr. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  Percy  Emanuel 
(Sara) 

1105  Charles  Dr. 

Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Lake  Charles  District 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Skinner 
(Barbara) 

1034  Ann  St. 

Westlake,  LA  70669 

Mrs.  Martha  Hayes 
Iota,  LA  70543 

Monroe  District 

Rev.  Cecil  C.  Mims 
501  Myrtle  St. 

Rayville,  LA  7 1 269 

Mrs.  Shirley  N.  Wall 
1 103  S.  Louisa  St. 

Rayville,  LA  71269 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  C.  Patton, 
Jr.  (Velma  June) 

2324  Sauvelle 
Monroe,  EA  71201 

Rev.  Joe  H.  Robinson 
2621  N.  Tenth  St. 

West  Monroe,  LA  71291 

New  Orleans  District 
Mrs.  Bemice  Taylor 
241 1  Bristol  Place 
New  Orleans,  LA  70114 

Northshore  District 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  M. 

Finnin,  Sr.  (Hazel) 

600  Hardy  St. 

Amite,  LA  70422 

Mrs.  Matjorie  Messer 
705  Old  Covington  Hwy. 
Hammond,  LA  70401 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  W.  Ailor 
(Hazel  Lea) 

1558  Wildwood  Dr. 

Slidell,  LA  70458 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  S.  Burl  Dampier 
(Mary) 

495  W.  Beech  St. 

Ponchatoula,  LA  70454 

Ruston  District 

Mrs.  Annie  Durbin 
1116  Claiborne  Ave. 

Minden,  LA  71055 

Mrs.  Alma  Milem 
1000  Yale  St. 

Minden,  LA  71055 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Doug  McGuire 
(Mabel) 

810  Redbud  St. 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

Mrs.  Adonna  Cain 
206  E.  Florida  Ave. 

Ruston,  LA  71270-3919 

Rev.  William  M.  Stokes,  Jr. 

1200  Hodges 
Ruston,  LA  71270 
Mailing  address: 

Box  3007  Tech  Station 
Ruston,  LA  71272 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  R.  Oldham 
(Dixie) 

1000  Reeves  St. 

P.O.  Box  598 
Bemice,  LA  71222 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cleburne  W. 

Quaid  (Jane) 

721  North  Main 
Homer,  LA  71040-3807 

Six-unit  Apartments 

(1)  Mrs.  Fredna  Akin 

1 100  S.  Farmerville,  Apt.  1 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 

(2)  Mr.  Drew  Robertson 

1 100  S.  Farmerville  #2 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 

(3)  Mrs.  Obera  Fader 

1 100  S.  Farmerville  #5 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 

(4)  Mr.  Todd  Murphy 

1 100  S.  Farmerville  #6 
Ruston,  LA  71270 

(5)  Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell 
(Jimmy  Lou) 

1 100  S.  Farmerville  #3  &  4 
Ruston,  LA  71270 
Mrs.  Frank  Lankford 
(Dorothy  J.) 

1101  S.  Farmerville 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 

Mrs.  Grace  Spinks 

1102  S.  Farmerville 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 

Mrs.  Roy  Garrett  (Marguerite) 

1 103  S.  Farmerville 
Ruston,  LA  71270-5914 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot 
(Altha) 

1119  Carey  St. 

Ruston,  LA  71270 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Homer  V.  Bailes 
(Mary  Margaret) 

Box  175 

Farmerville  Hwy. 

Downsville,  LA  71234 

Shreveport  District 
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TAKEN  OUT 


Celebrating  National  BiHpjyye^o 


What  better  way  to  celebrate  the  I  libl 


Register  your  church  now  for  the 
will  sponsor  a  training  seminar  in  L 

Disciple  has  programs  for  both  adults  and  youth  J.ach-prng  ram  en- 
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riches  the  lives  of  its  participants  as  well  as  forwards  the  mission  o! 
the  local  church. 

All  registrations  are  handled  through  Cokesbury  at  1-800-25 1- 
8591.  Special  discounts  and  scholarships  are  available  through  the 
Conference  Office.  Contact  Rev.  Karen  Davis,  527  North  Blvd.,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  LA  70802;  (504)  346-1646,  for  more  information. 


VISION  2000: 
Vital  Congregations  — 


Faithful  Disciples 


I  write  these  words  from  Fort  Worth  where  I  am  attending  —  along 
with  about  50  other  Louisiana  United  Methodists  —  the  International 
Gathering  to  introduce  the  Council  of  Bishops’  Initiative  on  the  Local 
Church. 


Amid  banners,  great  preaching  and  worship,  dramatic  presentations 
and  hundreds  of  workshops  on  local  church  vitality,  the  Pastoral  Letter 
was  given  to  our  denomination  at  this  meeting.  Thirty-two  hundred 
participants  listened  and  gave  overwhelming  approval. 


The  letter  affirms  that: 

While  our  church  is  global  and  connectional,  we  believe  that 
the  central  expression  of  ministry  and  mission  in  Christ’s  name  is 
the  local  church.  Here  the  gospel  is  preached  and  taught;  here  the 
sacraments  are  celebrated;  here  the  offerings  of  the  people  are 
given  and  received;  here  discipleship  finds  its  source  and  its  direc¬ 
tion. 


Louisiana  will  celebrate  the  local  church  through  Vision  2000:  Vital 
Congregations  —  Faithful  Disciples  with  a  Gathering  on  March  9.  We 
anticipate  10,000  Louisiana  United  Methodists  coming  together  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  Centroplex  to  focus  on  and  affirm  the  600  local  churches 
in  our  Conference. 


With  the  launching  of  Vital  Congregations  —  Faithful  Disciples  in 
Fort  Worth,  and  the  tremendous  response  Vision  2000  is  having  in  our 
district  training  sessions,  I  am  excited  and  enthusiastic  about  the  con¬ 
tinual  transformation  of  our  local  churches  into  vital  centers  of  worship 
and  witness.  I  continue  to  be  blessed  and  surprised  at  the  strength  and 
vitality  of  Louisiana  United  Methodism. 


See  you  at  the  Louisiana  Gathering,  March  9,  2:00  p.m.  in  the  Baton 


Rouge  Centroplex! 
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United  Methodist  Student  Day  November  25 


More  than  $75,000  in  United 
Methodist  financial  aid  is  being 
granted  to  99  students  from  58 
churches  in  our  conference  during 
the  current  academic  year.  This  as¬ 
sistance  is  made  possible  by  offer¬ 
ings  received  on  United  Methodist 
Student  Day,  which  has  been  ob¬ 
served  since  1868.  This  year’s  Stu¬ 


dent  Day  is  November  25. 

The  Student  Day  offering  is  used 
to  give  scholarships  and  low-inter¬ 
est  loans  to  qualified  United  Meth¬ 
odists  attending  institutions  of 
higher  education  affiliated  with  our 
denomination.  Many  are  unable  to 
obtain  an  education  without  this  as¬ 
sistance. 


Stewardship  and 
Development 
Professionals  to  Meet 


The  United  Methodist  Convoca¬ 
tion  on  Development,  the  bi-annual 
convocation  for  stewardship  and 
development  professionals  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  will  be 
held  January  23-25,  1991,  at  the 
Sheraton  World  Resort  in  Orlando, 
Florida. 

Sponsored  by  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dations,  Planned  Giving  Resource 
Center;  and  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration;  the 
gathering  will  offer  a  wide  variety  of 
workshops  providing  practical  help 
for  persons  at  all  levels  of  interest 
and  experience.  Workshops  will  be 
designed  in  “tracks”  targeted  to 
four  audiences:  local  church  lead¬ 
ers,  conference  leaders,  institutional 
leaders,  and  general  interest. 

Featured  speakers  include: 

Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith  —  Bishop 
Stith  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy 
in  1984  and  leads  the  New  York 
West  Area.  He  has  served  churches 
in  New  York  City,  Washington, 
D.C.,  and  Baltimore.  He  has  been 
both  a  District  Superintendent  and 
Conference  Council  Director  of  the 
Baltimore  Conference.  Bishop  Stith 
currently  serves  as  vice-chairperson 
of  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration. 

Dr.  Gene  E.  Sease  —  Since  his  re¬ 
tirement  from  the  presidency  of  the 


Notice 


The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  will  be  considering 
requests  for  funds  from  its  undesignated  endowment  to  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  institutions  and  agencies  for  a  one  year  period  be¬ 
ginning  in  January  of  1991.  Requirements  for  consideration  are  as 
follows: 

•  Requests  from  local  churches  must  be  submitted  through  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  your  district. 

•  Evaluation  reports  will  be  required  from  each  recipient. 

•  Application  forms  may  be  obtained  through  the  Foundation  office 
and  must  be  postmarked  by  December  20,  1990  to  be  considered 
for  1991  funds. 

Contact: 

Mr.  Irwin  Felps,  Appropriations  Chair 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802-5720 
(504)  346-1646 


Ralph  Hunter 


Tiphanie  D.  Chisom 


In  Louisiana,  forty-five  students 
are  receiving  financial  aid  from  the 
Student  Day  Offering.  One  of  them, 
Ralph  Hunter,  a  member  of  St. 
Matthews  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans,  and  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Dillard  University,  says  that 
this  assistance  “enables  a  student  to 
bring  dreams  to  reality.”  He  plans 
to  become  a  nurse  anesthetist,  a  re¬ 
flection  of  the  fact  that  recipients 
often  choose  service  professions. 

Tiphanie  Chisom,  also  a  student 
at  Dillard  University,  is  grateful 
that  the  scholarship  expanded  her 
educational  opportunities  by  allow¬ 
ing  her  to  attend  “the  university  of 
[her]  choice.”  The  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  member  is  ma¬ 
joring  in  computer  science. 

Derrick  Payton,  another  scholar¬ 
ship  recipient,  sees  the  financial 
help  as  “another  step  towards  suc¬ 
cess."  This  Morehouse  College  stu¬ 
dent  from  Louisiana,  like  the 
others,  thanks  all  of  the  people 
“who  work  at  trying  to  help  gradu¬ 
ating  seniors  find  money  for  col¬ 
lege.”  His  major  is  actuarial  sci¬ 
ence. 


These  three  students,  like  the 
many  other  young  men  and  women 
who  are  part  of  the  hope  and  dream 
for  our  future,  will  pass  that  dream 
on  to  those  who  follow.  “Pass  It 
On,”  the  theme  of  Student  Day 
1990,  is  based  on  the  hymn  of  the 
same  name,  number  572,  in  our 
new  hymnal: 

I’ll  shout  it  from  the  mountain- 
top; 

I  want  my  world  to  know; 

The  Lord  of  love  has  come  to  me, 

I  want  to  pass  it  on. 

The  "pass  it  on”  idea  denotes  a 
rich  sense  of  gratitude,  especially 
appropriate  for  the  Sunday  after 
Thanksgiving. 

Let  us  take  advantage  of  this  op¬ 
portunity,  like  our  students,  to 
“pass  on”  God’s  gift  of  love  for  us 
by  supporting  these  youth  in  their 
pursuit  of  higher  education  that  will 
prepare  them  to  be  our  leaders  of 
the  future.  A  special  appeal  also  is 
being  made  to  those  who  personally 
benefited  from  United  Methodist 
financial  aid  when  preparing  for 
their  own  careers  in  church  and 
community  to  “pass  it  on.” 


(Two  recipients  of  United  Methodist  scholarships.) 

Important  Message 

The  Pastoral  Letter,  Vital  Congregations  —  Faithful  Disciples,  has  been 
sent  to  every  local  church  in  the  United  Methodist  connection.  As  a  part  of 
the  worship  service  on  Sunday,  November  18,  each  pastor  will  read  this 
important  message  from  our  bishops. 


Airing  of  Broadcast  Stressed 


University  of  Indianapolis,  Dr. 
Sease  has  served  as  Chairman  of 
Sease,  Gerig  Wilcox,  a  public  rela¬ 
tions  firm  in  Indianapolis.  He 
serves  the  church  today  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Judicial  Council. 

Dr.  William  K.  Quick  —  Since 
1974,  Dr.  Quick  has  served  as  Se¬ 
nior  Pastor  of  the  historic  Metro¬ 
politan  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Detroit.  He  is  in  much  demand 
as  a  preacher  and  lecturer.  In  1989 
he  was  United  Methodist  preacher 
of  The  Protestant  Hour  and  in  1991 
will  be  preacher  at  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Conference  in  Singapore. 

Mr.  Bruce  Bickel  —  Bruce  Bickel 
is  vice-president  of  Pittsburgh  Na¬ 
tional  Bank’s  non-profit  service  di¬ 
vision.  He  is  also  an  ordained  clergy¬ 
man  with  many  years  of  successful 
pastoral  experience  prior  to  his  affil¬ 
iation  with  PNB.  He  is  widely  recog¬ 
nized  for  his  unique  appreciation  of 
both  the  not-for-profit  world  and 
sound  business  practice. 

Registration  costs  for  the  event 
include  leadership  materials,  a 
Wednesday  evening  banquet,  two 
lunches,  and  four  breakfasts.  Prior 
to  December  1,  1990,  registration  is 
$255.  After  this  date,  it  is  $295. 
Group  discount  for  three  or  more 
participants  is  $235  each.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  contact  Rev.  Don 
Joiner,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
TN  37202-0840. 


Vital  Congregations 
— faitiiiul  Disciples 


VISION  FOR  THE  CHURCH 


The  United  Methodist 
Council  oi  Bishops 


Pastoral  Letter 


United  Methodists  around  the 
country  are  being  asked  to  take  ac¬ 
tion  in  their  communities  to  ensure 
maximum  placement  of  Light  For 
the  World,  a  special  Christmas  wor¬ 
ship  service  to  be  broadcast  on 
ABC-TV  this  Christmas  Eve. 

The  innovative  60-minute  broad¬ 
cast,  which  will  combine  sermons, 
prayers,  and  Christmas  music  from 
congregations  on  two  continents,  is 
sponsored  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
Central  Illinois  Conference,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Decatur, 
Illinois,  and  Grace  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Decatur. 

United  Methodist  Bishops  Woo- 
die  W.  White,  Springfield,  Illinois, 
and  Ruediger  Minor,  Dresden.  Ger¬ 
many,  will  both  preach  during  the 
12  midnight  (EST)  service,  jointly 
offered  by  Grace  UMC  and  Frie- 
denskirche  (Peace  Church),  Berlin, 
Germany. 

In  addition  to  the  sermons  by 
Bishops  White  and  Minor,  the  wor¬ 
ship  service  will  feature  perfor¬ 
mances  by  the  Friedenskirche  choir, 
along  with  the  adult,  youth  and 


children’s  choirs  of  Grace  UMC. 

According  to  Shirley  Whipple 
Struchen  of  United  Methodist 
Communications.  ABC  offers  air 
time  each  year  to  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  liturgical  com¬ 
mittee  for  services  related  to  major 
Christian  holy  days.  Ms.  Struchen  is 
producer  liaison  between  the  two 
churches  and  ABC-TV. 

All  Louisiana  United  Methodists, 
especially  lay  leaders  in  all  United 
Methodist  Churches,  are  asked  to 
assist  in  the  promotion  of  this  in¬ 
spiring  broadcast.  Light  For  the 
World,  by  contacting  local  ABC-TV 
affiliates  and  urging  them  to  carry 
the  Christmas  Eve  worship  service. 
The  network  feed  is  scheduled  for 
12  midnight  (EST)  December  24. 
Pastors  are  asked  to  include  the 
broadcast  in  the  list  of  announce¬ 
ments  during  worship  services. 

Remember  to  write  to  your  ABC- 
TV  affiliate  following  the  broadcast 
and  thank  them  for  carrying  the 
service.  Carbon  the  letter  to  the  na¬ 
tional  network  office:  Producer- 
Special  Events,  ABC-TV.  4th  Floor, 
47  W.  66th  Street.  New  York.  NY 
10023. 


MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children's  Services,  Inc.  special  page 
on  page  6.  (Page  5  in  local  editions) 


Scenes  from  Shepherd's  Visit 


Bishop  Oden  is  currently  visiting  the  nine  districts  in  his  yearly  Shep¬ 
herd’s  Visits.  During  these  visits,  he  has  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  the 
pastors  of  local  churches,  as  well  as  with  the  laity. 


It  is  at  these  times  that  Bishop  Oden  is  able  to  participate  in  the  special 


experiences  of  the  local  church  and  to  share  such  celebrations  as  anniversa¬ 
ries  and  dedications.  Pictured  are  scenes  from  a  recent  Shepherd's  Visit 
from  the  North  Shore  District.  During  this  time  of  fellowship.  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Oden  visited  17  churches,  met  with  district  ministers  and  their 
spouses,  and  preached  at  a  100th  anniversary  celebration. 


Faith  forum 
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Editorial 


Cause  for  soul-searching 


“Where  your  treasure  is,  there  your 
heart  trill  be  also"  (Matthew  6:21). 

Jesus’  familiar  insight  helps  to 
clarify  one  of  money’s  crucial  func¬ 
tions.  It  is  a  "window"  on  our 
hearts,  that  is,  on  our  spiritual  con¬ 
dition,  individually  and  corporately. 

in  that  light,  it  is  disturbing  to  see 
what  that  window  reveals  about  giv¬ 
ing  patterns  among  mainline  Prot¬ 
estant  Christians,  including  United 
Methodists. 

In  1988,  two  researchers,  John 
and  Sylvia  Ronsvalle,  showed  that 
U.S.  per  capita  income  increased 
dramatically  between  1968-1985. 

During  the  same  period,  however, 
they  found  that  the  percentage  of  in¬ 
come  people  gave  to  their  church  de¬ 
creased — from  3  to  2.8  percent. 

A  recent  update  by  the  Rons- 
valles  paints  an  even  more  sobering 
picture.  Their  findings: 

“Based  on  our  earlier  1988  study, 
we  estimate  that  giving  to  churches 
will  represent  2.53  percent  of  mem¬ 
bers'  incomes  by  the  year  2002  . . . 
However,  adding  in  the  data  for 
1986-1988,  we  now  project  that  giv¬ 
ing  may  be  as  low  as  1.94  percent  if 
the  present  trend  holds  constant.” 

These  findings  are  cause  for  some 
serious  soul  searching  by  church 
leaders  and  members. 

They  proclaim  loudly  and  clearly 
•  ;  what  some  would  prefer  to  deny  or 
£  simply  ignore: 

y.  Far  too  many  of  us  are  investing 
•^  increasingly  less  in  our  involvement 


as  Christians — not  merely  of  our 
money  but,  as  Jesus  makes  clear,  of 
our  “hearts." 

Is  it  any  wonder,  then,  that  many 
congregations  exhibit  little  passion 
in  worship  and/or  compassion  via 
expanding  outreach  efforts? 

Or,  that  many  people  who  visit 
our  churches  fail  to  find  a  “spark” 
of  excitement  that  creates  a  desire 
to  become  a  part  of  our  fellowship? 

Or,  that  we  observe  the  seeming 
paradox  of  materially  poor 
churches,  in  our  own  and  in  other 
countries,  often  having  vitality  of 
spirit  that’s  missing  in  many  mate¬ 
rially  “comfortable”  congregations? 

It  is  no  coincidence  that,  upon 
close  inspection,  one  observes  what 
recent  Gallup  polls  have  confirmed: 
Low  income  people  tend  to  be  more 
generous  than  their  richer  neighbors 
in  giving  to  the  church. 

The  lesson  is  at  least  as  old  as  Je¬ 
sus’  teaching  about  our  “treasure”: 

Generosity  towards  one’s  church 
and  the  spiritual  vitality  that  flows 
from  it,  both  to  giver  and  recipient, 
invariably  are  linked. 

A  tithe  of  our  income  is  a  fulfill¬ 
ing  way  to  experience  that  vital 
linkage  and  a  realistic  minimum 
goal  for  many  if  not  most  of  us. 

If  we’re  not  yet  1 0  percent  givers, 
we  should  move  in  that  direction 
via  regular  increases  in  our  percent¬ 
age  allotments  for  God's  work.  Pre¬ 
dictably,  when  we  do,  we  will  notice 
a  positive  difference  in  our  hearts. 


'Gathering'  participants  voice  approval 


By  DIANE  HUIEBAIAY 
and  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
associate  Editors 

The  Reporter  interviewed  sev¬ 
eral  participants  at  “The  Interna¬ 
tional  Gathering”  for  their 
assessment  of  the  event  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  9  and  elsewhere  in 
this  issue).  Following  are  some  of 
their  comments: 

The  Rev.  Laura  Schaal  Calos, 
pastor,  Hamburg  (N.Y.)  United 
Methodist  Church:  “One  could 
almost  touch  the  burlap  of  the 
sack  cloth  at  the  confessional 
worship  service.  I  felt  I  was  with 
Jonah  in  Nineveh — sad.  When 
we  went  from  burlap  to  white 
and  gold,  I  felt  like  part  of  the 
Easter  people.  Then  later,  when 
the  steel  band  led  us  in  celebra¬ 
tion,  I  felt  like  I  was  part  of  a 
Pentecost  people. 

“There’s  no  way  we  were  going 
to  be  in  mourning  forever.  When 
our  bishops  joined  in  the  playful¬ 
ness  of  the  celebration,  we  felt  we 
had  permission  to  join  in,  too.” 

The  Rev.  Kim  Soon,  district  su¬ 
perintendent,  Pontiac,  III.:  “This 
event  has  been  strengthening  and 
revitalizing.  I’m  learning  of 
many  possibilities  for  our  church 
and  I’m  very  encouraged.” 

The  Rev.  Reiner  Dauner,  Stutt¬ 
gart,  Germany:  “It  was  good  for 
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FORT  WORTH,  Texas — Participants  at  "The  Gathering"  share 
their  reflections  on  the  event.  They  are  (from  left),  the  Rev. 
Kim  Soon  of  Pontiac,  III.,  Marion  Muthiah  and  the  Rev.  Lionel 
Muthiah  of  Linton,  N.D. 


me  to  hear  Bishop  (Richard  B.) 
Wilke  talk  about  the  reality  in 
the  United  States.  If  you  know 
the  situation  you  can  have  a  goal. 
I  learned  a  lot  about  how  to  come 
together,  how  to  organize.” 

Jeanne  Gammon,  Salisbury, 
Md.,  lay  member  of  Peninsula 
Annual  Conference:  “I  think  ‘The 
Gathering’  is  great!  I’m  most  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  diversity.  Our  con¬ 
gregation  has  many  representa¬ 
tives  here,  so  I’m  sure  we’ll  be 
able  to  take  the  spirit  back  with 


us.  But  I’m  concerned  about  the 
ministers  who  had  to  come  by 
themselves.  Taking  the  spirit 
back  alone  will  be  hard  for 
them.” 

The  Rev.  Lionel  Muthiah,  pas¬ 
tor,  Linton  (N.D.)  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church:  “This  has  been 
definitely  valuable.  The  most  ex¬ 
citing  thing  is  getting  a  sense  of 
optimism,  getting  a  new  sense  of 
‘church.’  I  would  have  liked  to  see 
more  Native  Americans,  more 
Asians,  more  Hispanics,  more 
blacks  participate,  but  I  think  the 


planning  committee  was  sensitive 
to  an  ethnic  minority  presence  in 
leadership  and  worship.  When  I 
see  a  black  person  or  an  Asian 
person  up  there  (on  stage),  he  or 
she  represents  us  all.” 

Geraldine  Paulus,  Choteau, 
Mont.,  lay  member  of  Yellow¬ 
stone  Annual  Conference:  I  came 
for  spiritual  renewal.  The  mes¬ 
sages  have  been  outstanding! 
Tremendous!  One  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  is,  it  is  difficult  to  go  home 
to  share  with  others  secondhand 
such  a  wonderful  experience.” 

Odell  Thompson,  Beloit,  Wis., 
a  director  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries:  “The  fact  that 
the  bishops  were  so  involved  says 
something  to  me.  It  says  the  church 
is  alive.  Now  all  I’ve  got  to  do  is 
take  this  back  home  and  imple¬ 
ment  it.  I  feel  spiritually  renewed.” 

The  Rev.  Kelvin  Heitmann, 
pastor,  Graham  County  Coopera¬ 
tive  Parish,  Hill  City,  Kan.:  “I 
found  some  ideas  were  practical 
and  some  were  a  little  theoreti¬ 
cal.  The  worship  services  and 
singing  have  been  the  high 
points.  I’ve  had  an  opportunity 
to  visit  with  people  from  all  over 
the  country.  They  said  this  was 
above  their  expectations  and 
they  are  very  excited  about  it.  I 
just  hope  it  doesn’t  result  in  nev¬ 
er  doing  anything  about  it.” 


Here  I  Stand= 


Just-war  theory  puts  Persian  Gulf  crisis  in  moral  perspective 


By  STEPHEN  J.  SIDORAK  |R. 

X  The  Persian  Gulf  crisis  has 
:  brought  us  to  the  brink  of  war. 

■;!  It  is  imperative  that  Americans 
pause  to  ponder  the  moral  implica- 
x  tions  of  this  reality. 

In  this  regard,  the  United  Meth- 
odist  Council  of  Bishops  and  the 
■:  National  Conference  of  Catholic 
Bishops  have  revived  discussion  of 
the  just-war  theory  which  makes  a 
distinction  between  “just  resort  to 
‘  war”  and  “just  conduct  of  war.” 


The  key  point  with  respect  to  “just 
resort  to  war”  is  that  all  peaceful  al¬ 
ternatives  must  have  been  exhaust¬ 
ed. 

Hence,  the  theory  is  instructive  in 
its  “presumption  against  going  to 
war,”  in  the  words  of  the  United 
Methodist  bishops.  Americans  are 
rightly  hard-headed  about  Iraq’s 
unconscionable  takeover  of  Kuwait. 
But  we  must  be  sober-minded  about 
resort  to  war.  Going  to  war  remains 
a  last  resort.  The  theory  urges  us  to 
buy  time. 


'Just  resort'  criteria 

Other  criteria  related  to  just  re¬ 
sort  to  war  include: 

■  The  cause  must  be  just  and  it  is 
rarely  clear-cut.  True,  aggression  by 
one  nation  against  another  oc¬ 
curred.  But  preserving  the  flow  of 
cheap  oil  to  energy  dependent  na¬ 
tions  cannot  be  construed  as  just 
cause.  We  risk  great  moral  confu¬ 
sion  if  the  cost  of  oil  includes  the 
loss  of  blood. 

■  Our  intentions  must  be  right. 

What  suffering  do  we  intend  to  in¬ 


flict?  What  scale  of  destruction  is 
contemplated  and  what  casualties 
— on  all  sides — are  projected?  Is  it 
our  intent  to  back  Iraq  into  a  comer 
where  war  is  inevitable  and  uncon¬ 
ditional  surrender  its  only  recourse? 

■  There  must  be  probability  of 
success.  This  is  not  a  call  for  un¬ 
leashing  all-out  war  to  ensure  swift 
victory.  Probability  of  success  refers 
to  “a  prudent  expectation  that  the 
ends  sought  can  be  achieved,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  United  Methodist 
bishops. 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


What  a  sad  day  if  atrocity  report  is  verified! 


The  Reporter  carried  a  report  by 
Donald  W.  Stewart  alleging  that  U.S. 
forces  in  the  recent  invasion  of  Pana¬ 
ma  committed  several  terrible  atroc¬ 
ities  (see  UMR,  Oct.  26  and  Nov.  2). 

As  your  editorial  pointed  out, 

Mr.  Stewart’s  message  should  be 
very  disturbing  to  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple,  both  because  of  the  alleged 
atrocities  and  because  of  the  appar¬ 
ent  coverup  by  our  military  leaders. 

1,  for  one,  have  not  heard  this 
charge  from  any  other  source.  What 
a  sad  day  for  the  United  States  if 
the  charges  are  verified. 

What  can  we  as  individual  citi¬ 
zens  do  about  this?  I  think  we 
should  flood  our  senators,  represen¬ 
tatives  and  our  president  with  re¬ 
quests  for  a  full  investigation  into 
the  matter.  And  it  should  be  done 
by  a  neutral  body,  not  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  itself. 

If  there  is  a  grain  of  truth  to  the 
atrocity  charge,  the  United  Nations 
ought  to  be  investigating  this  as  well. 

Donald  S.  Bowman 
Phoenix,  Arizona 

'In  vain'  explained 

In  reading  your  Sept.  28  editorial. 

What  others  are  saying: 


I  was  interested  in  your  use  of  the 
currently  popular  definition  of  us¬ 
ing  God’s  name  “in  vain.” 

While  I  am  supportive  of  your 
critical  view  of  the  use  of  Jesus  and 
God’s  name  in  cursing  and  other 
forms  of  profanity,  you  did  not  ad¬ 
dress  the  true  biblical  intent  of  the 
Third  Commandment. 

That  intent  related  to  using  God’s 
name  in  contracting,  not  cursing. 
Contracts  and  agreements  were 
sealed  with  oaths  using  the  name  of 
God.  The  nearest  parallel  we  have 
today  is  in  court  oaths.  The  com¬ 
mandment  implored  people  to  take 
their  agreements  and  contracts  seri¬ 
ously,  not  making  oaths  without  se¬ 
rious  intent  to  keep  them. 

While  we  do  not  use  such  oaths 
today,  we  often  say  “as  God  as  my 

witness _ ”  This  commandment 

is  more  applicable  to  such  state¬ 
ments  than  it  is  to  cussing. 

Gene  Mace 
Peoria,  Illinois 

Stand  supported 

I  agree  with  Martha  W.  D’Aquila’s 
column  on  the  Institute  on  Religion 


and  Democracy  (see  UMR,  Nov.  2). 

This  organization  has  been  a 
“mouth-piece”  for  the  Reagan  and 
Bush  administrations’  abhorrent 
foreign  policy  in  Central  America 
where  over  150,000  people  have 
been  killed  since  1980. 

The  prophetic  witness  of  Chris¬ 
tians  in  Central  America  in  their 
struggle  for  peace  and  justice  is  a 
strong  message  that  many  North 
Americans  are  hesitant  to  face. 

When  a  “religious”  organization 
carries  on  a  campaign  of  misinfor¬ 
mation  and  smear  tactics,  it  makes 
it  even  more  difficult  for  people  of 
faith  to  listen  to  the  truth  about  our 
nation’s  unholy  alliance  with  the 
wealthy  elite  in  Central  America. 

I  hope  our  church  continues  to 
speak  out  loudly  and  clearly  in  af¬ 
firming  the  struggle  of  the  poor  and 
against  the  side  of  the  oppressors — 
and  that  includes  the  Institute  on 
Religion  and  Democracy. 

Terry  Thompson 
Lubbock,  Texas 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters 
from  readers.  Letters  should  be 


brief,  must  be  original  and  must 
carry  the  signature  and  address  of 
the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to 
edit,  condense  or  reject  any  letters 
received. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  Editor,”  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266-027S. 

Faithfully  yours = 


How  will  probability  of  success 
be  measured  and  can  it  be  guaran¬ 
teed  in  advance?  At  what  human, 
moral,  geopolitical,  cultural,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  environmental  costs  will 
success  come?  In  a  world  with  high- 
tech  weapons  of  mass  destruction — 
conventional,  nuclear  and  chemi¬ 
cal — how  is  success  even  defined? 

■  Legitimate  authority  must  de¬ 
clare  war.  Constitutionally,  the 
president  is  the  commander-in¬ 
chief.  But  he  cannot  declare  war. 
An  act  of  Congress  is  required  to 
declare  war. 

'Just  conduct'  principles 

Two  key  points  exist  with  respect 
to  the  just  conduct  of  war: 

■  First  is  the  principle  of  dis¬ 
crimination:  “War  must  be  directed 
against  unjust  aggressors,  not  against 
innocent  people  caught  up  in  a  war 
not  of  their  making,”  state  the  Catho¬ 
lic  bishops. 

■  Second  is  the  principle  of  pro¬ 
portionality:  “The  war’s  harm,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  United  Methodist 
bishops,  “cannot  exceed  the  war’s 
good.” 

A  profound  moral  question:  Can 
war  today  be  waged  in  accordance 


How  do  footsore  disciples 
leave  the  'valley  of  sin'? 


Cynthia 


“I  don’t  think  I’ve  ever  believed 
that  God  is  a  great  bargainer.  The 
divine  economy  is  much  more  sub¬ 
tle.  . . .  there  is  a  kind  of  deposit  of 
faith  and  good  works  which  have 
come  back  two-fold  in  terms  of  the 
love  and  support  and  any  grace  peo¬ 


ple  say  that  I  may  display  ” 

— Barbara  Boggs  Sigmund,  former 

mayor  of  Princeton,  NJ. 

*  *  * 

“The  hug!  There’s  just  no  doubt 
about  it, 

“We  scarcely  could  survive  with¬ 


out  it. 

“A  hug  delights  and  warms  and 
charms, 

“It  must  be  why  God  gave  us 
arms.” 

— From  the  poem,  “Hugs,  Hugs, 
Hugs,  Hugs,”  author  unknown 
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Weary  and  footsore,  I  was  not 
comforted  by  the  thought  of  going 
to  a  worship  ser¬ 
vice  focused  on 
confession. 

But  a  day  into 
the  Council  of 
Bishops/General 
Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  “  Gathering” 

(see  UMR,  Nov.  9 
and  elsewhere  in  this  issue),  I  was 
doing  my  best  to  be  a  faithful  disci¬ 
ple,  contending  with  its  cast  of 
thousands  and  overabundance  of 
resource  booths  and  workshops. 

Despite  blistered  feet,  I  took  my 
place  at  the  press  table  for  the  “ser¬ 
vice  of  confesson.” 

The  theme  of  the  service  remind¬ 
ed  me  of  the  dozens  of  United 
Methodist  congregations  I’ve  visit¬ 
ed  in  the  past  2'h  years. 

Frequently,  I've  seen  congregations 
so  vibrant  that  they  shimmered. 

Sometimes,  I’ve  seen  congrega¬ 
tions  hurt  by  happenstance  such  as 
those  that  suffered  from  last  year’s 
earthquake  in  California  or  from 
Hurricane  Hugo’s  devastation  in 
South  Carolina. 

And,  I’ve  seen  bewildered  congre¬ 
gations  that  seemed  to  have  lost 
their  way,  struggling  to  hang  on  to 
hope  and  faith  in  a  chaotic,  threat¬ 
ening  world. 

Against  that  background,  the 
words  of  the  general  confession, 


spoken  during  “The  Gathering’s” 
worship,  struck  me  deeply: 

“We  have  failed  to  be  an  obedi¬ 
ent  church  . . . 

“We  have  not  done  Your  will . . . 

“We  have  broken  Your  law  . . . 

“We  have  not  loved  our  neigh¬ 
bors  . . .” 

How  do  footsore  disciples  walk 
out  of  such  a  valley  of  sin?  I  won¬ 
dered. 

Within  moments,  Bishop  Joseph 
B.  Bethea  (South  Carolina  Area) 
boomed  out  God’s  answer: 

“In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  you 
are  forgiven!” 

Then,  as  steel  drums  rang  out  an 
irresistible  rhythm  of  joy,  I  saw  a 
sight  I  scarcely  thought  I’d  ever  see: 

United  Methodist  bishops  were 
dancing  in  the  aisles!  And  they  were 
gathering  others  to  join  them! 

As  the  conga  line  of  forgiven 
Christians,  bishops  and  all,  snaked 
past  the  press  table,  a  dancer  caught 
my  hand  and  pulled  me  into  the  cel¬ 
ebration. 

When  we  breathlessly  ended,  I 
understood  what  the  bishops, 
through  “The  Gathering”  and  their 
pastoral  letter,  are  saying  to  the 
church: 

We  don’t  walk  out  of  the  valley  of 
sin.  By  the  grace  of  God  through 
Christ,  we  dance! 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Ms.  Astle  is  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


" Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Stephen  /. 

Sidorak  /r.  is  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  t 
Christian  Conference  of  Connecticut 
and  a  ministerial  member  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Annual  Conference 
Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
" Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 

with  these  principles? 

The  terrifying  firepower  of  mod¬ 
ern  weapons  blurs  the  boundary 
once  drawn  between  the  just  and 
unjust  conduct  of  war  and  between 
the  military  and  civilians.  Imagine 
what  havoc  could  be  wreaked  upon 
Iraqi  and  Kuwaiti  civilians  and 
think  what  “friendly  fire”  could  do 
to  all  those  held  hostage. 

It  will  be  tragic  if  we  and  our 
leaders  fail  to  raise  such  moral  con¬ 
cerns.  It  matters  little  that  Saddam 
Hussein  does  not  subscribe  to  the 
just-war  theory.  What  matters  in 
this  perilous  moment  is,  do  we? 

Let  there  be  no  talk  on  any  side  of 
“holy  war.” 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Truly,  I  say  to  you,  whoever 
does  not  receive  the  kingdom  of 
God  like  a  child  shall  not  enter  it.” 
(RSV) 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer  1  Corinthians  3:16) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  19 

Monday:  Psalms  75 
Tuesday:  Psalms  76 
Wednesday:  Zephaniah  1:1-6 
Thursday:  Zephaniah  1:7-18 
Friday:  Matthew  25:1 4-30 
Saturday:  1  Thessalonians  5:1-1 1 
Sunday:  1  Thessalonians  5:12-28 


Dean-Candler  School  Of  Theology 
Emory  University 

The  Candler  School  of  Theology  of  Emory  University 
seeks  nominations  and  applications  for  the  position 
of  Dean.  Candler  is  a  United  Methodist  seminary 
committed  to  the  ministry  of  the  Church  and  closely 
related  to  other  divisions  of  Emory  University.  Pref¬ 
erence  will  be  given  to  ordained  clergy  who  hold  the 
Ph.D.  or  a  terminal  professional  degree.  Candidates 
must  be  United  Methodists.  Send  nominations  to: 

E.  Brooks  Holrfietd. 

Candler  Dean’s  Search  Committee 
Room  209,  Administration  Building 
Emory  University 
Atlanta,  Georgia  30322 

Emory  University  is  an  equal  opportunity-affirmative 
action  employer. 
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NCC  NOMINEE  SPEAKS:  The  Rev 

Joan  Brown  Campbell,  current  head  of  the  U.S. 
office  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  in  New  York, 
has  been  nominated  to  be¬ 
come  chief  staff  officer  of 
the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  nation’s  pre¬ 
eminent  ecumenical  body. 

Ms.  Campbell  spoke  on  ec¬ 
umenical  issues  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Joan  Campbell 
Bishops  at  its  fall  meeting  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
just  hours  after  the  announcement  of  her  nomi¬ 
nation  on  Nov.  7.  She  is  expected  to  be  elected 
at  the  NCC’s  general  board  meeting  Nov.  14-16 
in  Portland,  Ore.  Ms.  Campbell  holds  ministeri¬ 
al  credentials  in  both  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  and  American  Baptist 
Churches  in  the  U.S.A. 

PASTORAL  LETTER  USE:  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops,  meeting  last 
week  in  regular  session  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
voted  to  develop  a  new  pastoral  training  course 
from  the  bishops’  new  pastoral  letter,  “Vital 
Congregations/Faithful  Disciples.”  The  council 
voted  to  ask  one  of  its  subcommittees  to  devel¬ 
op  strategy  and  process  for  the  use  of  the  letter 
"in  our  theological  schools  for  training  people 
in  pastoral  leadership.”  The  letter  is  to  be  read 
Nov.  1 8  in  all  United  Methodist  churches. 

LAITY-ORDINATION  STUDY: 

Controversy  over  laypeople  taking  part  in  the 
laying-on  of  hands  during  ordination  has 
prompted  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  to  form  a  committee  to  study  their  un¬ 
derstanding  of  it.  The  bishops  decided  at  their 
fall  meeting  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  to  examine 
Paragraph  435.3  in  the  Book  of  Discipline,  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  subject. 

UM  WORK  CITED:  The  United 
Methodist  Bishops’  Initiative  Against  Drugs 
and  Violence  is  one  of  10  recipients  of  Anti- 
Drug  Achievement  Awards  from  The  Interfaith 
Conference  of  Metropolitan  Washington.  Pre¬ 
sented  Oct.  22,  this  is  the  first  year  the  confer¬ 
ence  has  recognized  efforts  of  local 
congregations,  religious  groups  and  denomina¬ 
tional  programs  in  the  region.  In  an  unprece¬ 
dented  move  in  1989,  the  denomination’s 
Council  of  Bishops  assigned  Bishop  Felton  E. 
May  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  to  coordinate  a  Wash¬ 
ington-based  anti-drug  campaign  among  14  area 
churches  (see  related  story  on  this  page). 

MORE  AID  TO  SUDAN:  Another 
$40,000  in  food  and  other  supplies  is  being  sent 
to  starving  refugees  in  The  Sudan  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR).  A 
seven-year-old  civil  war  in  the  African  country 
has  resulted  in  displacement,  economic  turmoil, 
blockage  of  food  deliveries  and  starvation  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people.  The  World 
Council  of  Churches  said  the  situation  wors¬ 
ened  this  year  because  of  drought  and  the  Per¬ 
sian  Gulf  situation,  which  cut  subsidies  from 
some  former  allies.  The  largest  donation  to  The 
Sudan  from  the  United  Methodist  agency  was 
$480,000  in  1985,  according  to  the  Rev.  R. 
Dean  Hancock,  project  officer. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— After 
a  year  in  the  trenches,  surround¬ 
ed  by  the  refugees  of  the  drugs 
and  violence  he  was  assigned  to 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— Bish¬ 
op  Felton  E.  May  says  that  the 
Bishops’  Initiative  Against  Drugs 
and  Violence  has  “found  some 
things  to  be  true  and  some  things 
that  really  need  to  be  worked  on.” 

His  report  specified  eight  is¬ 
sues  and  four  “learnings”  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  yearlong  initiative  that 
was  renewed  last  week  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

Issues  include: 

/  The  growing  incidence  of 
chemical  dependency  and  code¬ 
pendency  among  ministers’  fam¬ 
ilies. 

/  Concern  for  addicted  life¬ 
styles  other  than  chemical  depen¬ 
dency. 

Y  Lack  of  support  from  some 
congregations  for  people  with 


study.  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May  last  week  was 
asked  to  return  for  another  year. 

He  accepted  the  assignment  af¬ 
ter  his  report  to  the  fall  meeting 
of  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  in  Fort  Worth. 


chemical  dependencies. 

Y  Avoidance  of  political  and 
economic  justice  issues  by  some 
congregations. 

/■  Avoidance  of  evangelism  in 
heavily  impacted  urban  areas 
and  depressed  town  and  country 
communities. 

/  Resistance  by  some  churches 
to  function  cooperatively  or  ecu¬ 
menically  to  address  the  issue  of 
chemical  dependency. 

Y  Failure  of  some  churches  to 
see  their  immediate  community 
as  a  mission  field,  thereby  ex¬ 
pressing  denial  of  the  crisis. 

Y  Failure  of  some  congrega¬ 
tions  to  use  the  social  service  re¬ 
sources  and  treatment  programs 
available  in  the  community. 

The  “learnings”: 

■  Local  congregations  function 
best  when  they  function  coopera- 


Bishop  May  reported  that  the 
only  way  to  win  “the  war  on 
drugs”  was  to  stop  thinking  of  it 
as  a  war  to  be  won  and  to  think 
of  it  as  cities  and  souls  to  be  re¬ 
deemed  . . .  and  to  realize  that 
the  only  entity  that  can  save 


tively  to  do  ministry  and  are  ad¬ 
vocates  for  persons  in  need. 

■  There  is  the  need  for  the 
presence  and  involvement  of  au¬ 
thority  “figures”  in  the  life  of  lo¬ 
cal  congregations  functioning  as 
catalytic  servants. 

■  A  community  can  change  its 
environmental  lifestyle  when  re¬ 
sources  to  meet  human  needs  are 
provided  and  unconditional  love 
is  available  to  those  in  need  from 
persons  who  can  demonstrate  a 
caring  spirit  without  being  pater¬ 
nalistic. 

■  Leadership  training  for  com¬ 
munity  development  and  mission 
evangelism  are  critical  compo¬ 
nents  for  strengthening  congrega¬ 
tions  to  address  the  issues 
involved  in  chemical  dependency. 

—DON  DONATO 


those  in  the  spiritual  crisis  of 
drugs  and  violence  is  the  church. 

For  the  next  year,  Bishop  May 
will  return  to  serve  as  episcopal 
leader  in  residence  of  the  Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.  Area  and  will  continue 
with  the  initiative  against  drugs 
and  violence. 

“I  have  served  as  bishop  of 
two  conferences  before,  and 
that’s  how  I’m  viewing  this,”  he 
told  the  Reporter. 

“And,  the  bishops  have  provid¬ 
ed  me  with  staff  and  support  so 
this  is  certainly  do-able.  We  know 
what  we’re  up  against,  and  it  will 
be  difficult,  but  things  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  move;  people,  especially 
my  colleague  bishops,  are  work¬ 
ing  together  to  create  a  possibility 
of  some  changes,”  he  said. 

On  the  other  hand.  Bishop  May 
expressed  concern  that  his  find¬ 
ings  in  the  last  year  (see  related 
story  this  page)  do  not  bode  well 
for  a  grassroots  leap  into  healing 
of  the  spiritual  rift  he  describes  in 
his  report,  “To  Be  Our  Neighbor’s 
Neighbor:  A  United  Methodist 
Response  To  The  Drug  Crisis.” 

In  his  report,  the  bishop  de¬ 
scribes  children  dealing  drugs  on 
an  urban  street  where  blight  is 


sums  rummage  garbage. 

“I  could  cry  because  the  power 
and  wisdom  and  models  and  pro¬ 
grams  available  throughout  this 
country  are  not  reaching  this 
neighborhood  and  countless  oth¬ 
ers  just  like  it  across  our  nation,” 
he  writes  in  his  report. 

“And  I  could  cry  because  there 
are  those  who  will  lose  their  lives 
due  to  drug-related  violence  before 
we  move  through  our  bureaucratic 
structures,  our  processes  and  our 
administrative  order  to  determine 
what  we  are  going  to  do  and  when 
we  are  going  to  do  it,  not  only  as  a 
denomination,  but  as  a  faith  com¬ 
munity  and  a  nation  tied  to  inter¬ 
national  communities.” 

The  bishop  was  to  participate 
this  week  in  a  meeting  at  the 
White  House  in  the  formation  of 
a  national  volunteer  support  or¬ 
ganization  for  a  “Campaign  for  a 
Drug-Free  Society.”  Other  par¬ 
ticipants  were  to  be  representa¬ 
tives  of  major  fraternal  and 
service  organizations  under  the 
auspices  of  William  Moss,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  President's  Drug  Ad¬ 
visory  Council. 


Councjl  of  Bishops  renews  anti-drug  effort 

Bishop  Felton  May  will  return  to  Harrisburg,  Pa.  and  continue  to  direct  special  emphasis 

the  norm  and  “rats  as  big  as  pos- 


Issues ,  'learnings'  are  identified 


'The  Gathering' 
ends  on  high  note 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas — Pageantry  and 
communication  ignite  United  Method¬ 
ists'  enthusiasm  as  “The  International 
Gathering"  closes.  Right,  girls  perform 
a  Filipino  flower  dance  during  the 
celebration  of  the  Central  Confer¬ 
ences.  Below  right,  executive  director 
Angela  Gay  Kinkead  explains  the  Na¬ 
tional  Youth  Ministry  Organization  to 
a  visitor  at  the  resource  center.  Cen¬ 
ter,  Bishops  George  A.  Bashore  (left), 
Bevel  L.  (ones  III  and  Sharon  A.  Brown 
Christopher  lead  the  service  of  confes¬ 
sion  and  forgiveness.  Left,  participants 
saw  ads  like  this  on  Fort  Worth  buses. 
Top  left,  acolytes  light  altar  candles 
during  the  closing  service  of  Holy 
Communion. 

«CPO«TE«  STAff  PHOTOS 
BV  DIANE  Hurt  BAIAV 
AND  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTEE 
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'The  Gathering'  puts  special  spark  into  'having  church' 


SILK  SCREENED 

APRONS 

Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
today? 

•  Yellow  apron  with  navy  imprint  (AUM501) 

•  White  apron  with  royal  imprint  (ACIM502) 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint 
(AUM503) 

!•  Kelly  green  apron  with  white  imprint  (ACIM5Q4) 

•  36"  long  and  24"  wide 

•  Durable  easy-care  fabric 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 

Apron  (AUM501.  AUM502,  AUJA503,  AUM504)  S9.  two 
0pK>nsSl6.  six  aprons-S42  Add  soles  tax  for  delivery 
tntJ,Y  Satisfaction  or  refund.  Also  available  for  other 

"MARKETING  TANGIBLES 

Rawson  Rd.  U.M.,  Cuba.  N.Y.  14727 
(716)  437-2923 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

The  seven  United  Methodist  colleges  and  uni- 
versities  in  Texas  are  seeking  a  person  to  assist 
them  in  relating  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Texas.  He  or  she  will  serve  as  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  Texas  United  Methodist  Col¬ 
lege  Association.  The  position  will  be  half-time; 
the  person  who  assumes  the  office  will  begin 
during  the  summer  of  1991. 

Applications  or  nominations  should  be  sent  to: 

Texas  United  Methodist  College 
Association 

Box  2,  1820  East  8th  Street 
Austin,  TX  78702 

The  presidents  of  the  seven  institutions,  who 
make  up  the  board  of  the  Association,  will  begin 
screening  applications  on  December  31,  1990, 
and  will  continue  until  an  appointment  is  made. 

The  seven  institutions  in  the  Association  are: 
Huston-Tillotson  College,  Lon  Morris  College. 
McMurry  University,  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity,  Southwestern  University,  Texas  Wesley¬ 
an  University,  and  Wiley  College. 

The  Association  is  an  Affirmative  Action  and 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— Bishop 
Woodie  W.  White  made  it  clear 
there  was  one  uninvited  guest  at 
“The  International  Gathering”  of 
United  Methodists. 

“Satan,  get  out  of  our  meeting!” 
Bishop  White  (Illinois  Area)  de¬ 
clared  in  his  opening  sermon. 

Then  he  ticked  off  a  list  of  evils 
“The  Gathering”  intended  to  banish 
from  The  United  Methodist  Church: 
cynicism,  jealousy,  barriers  of  all 
kinds,  and  the  excuse  of  “we’ve  nev¬ 
er  done  it  that  way  before." 

“We’ve  come  to  praise  God  and 
have  church!”  exclaimed  Bishop 
White. 

In  a  big  way,  "having  church” 
was  what  “The  Gathering”  was  all 
about. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas—  Bishop 
Richard  B.  Wilke’s  remarks  at  “The 
Gathering”  received  a  standing  ova¬ 
tion.  But  they  also  offended  some 
people  who  have  taken  their  disap¬ 
proval  to  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

Specifically,  the  group  contended 
that  Bishop  Wilke’s  remarks  deni¬ 
grated  divorced  people,  single  par¬ 
ents,  and  youth. 

The  Rev.  William  Mullette  of 
Billings,  Mont,  said  he  organized 
the  protest  after  he  walked  out  of 
Bishop  Wilke’s  speech  and  found  a 
woman  sobbing  in  the  lobby . 


Co-sponsored  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  and  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  “The  Gathering”  drew 
3,500  United  Methodists  Oct.  31- 
Nov.  4  to  worship,  leam,  renew  ac¬ 
quaintances  and  gather  information 
from  a  huge  resource  center  featuring 
booths  from  every  United  Methodist 
program  and  agency  and  dozens  of 
church-related  organizations. 

The  emphasis,  however,  was  on 
repentance,  renewal  and  celebration 
of  the  diversity  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  local  congregations. 

Focal  point  of  “The  Gathering” 
was  the  unveiling  the  Council  of 
Bishops'  pastoral  letter,  “Vital  Con¬ 
gregations/Faithful  Disciples”  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  9). 

Spirituality  stressed 

Through  a  series  of  worship  ser- 


“As  1  held  her,  she  said  to  me: 
‘Who  is  he  to  tell  me  I  don’t  belong 
in  the  church?’  ”  Mr.  Mullette  told 
the  crowd  moments  before  they 
knelt  to  pray  together  for  wisdom 
and  courage  in  their  protest. 

Among  Bishop  Wilke’s  remarks 
the  group  cited  were: 

■  “The  people  under  40  don’t 
know  the  story.  In  ‘The  Closing  of 
the  American  Mind,’  this  college 
professor  who  works  with  educating 
students  said  that  kids  used  to  come 
to  the  university  and  they  knew 
something  about  the  law  of  Moses 
and  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  Now 
their  heads  are  empty,  he  said  .... 


vices,  mirroring  the  framework  of 
the  bishops’  foundation  document, 
the  bishops  stressed  spiritual 
grounding  in  Christ  as  the  urgent 
need  of  the  church. 

The  sessions  moved  from  the 
opening  emphasis  on  praising  God, 
through  confession  and  forgiveness, 
reaffirmation  of  baptismal  vows, 
hearing  the  Word,  and  Holy  Com¬ 
munion. 

The  Nov.  1  sessions  on  confes¬ 
sion  and  forgiveness  proved  partic¬ 
ularly  moving. 

After  Bishop  Judith  Craig  (Michi¬ 
gan  Area)  noted  in  the  morning  that 
“We  confess  we  are  afraid  of  people 
unlike  ourselves,”  a  stage  presenta¬ 
tion  of  “We  Don’t  Do  That”  dem¬ 
onstrated  various  cultures  through 
music. 

Highlighting  the  sketch  depicting 


■  “You  preachers  try  alluding  to 
the  parable  of  the  bridesmaids,  or 
make  a  reference  to  Jacob  wrestling 
with  the  angels.  On  most  people  un¬ 
der  40,  you’ll  see  a  blank  stare  .... 

■  “Our  daughter,  Susan,  is  cur¬ 
rently  teaching  a  Disciple  Bible 
group  with  18  adults — lawyers, 
CPAs,  all  of  them  have  been 
through  a  divorce — their  families 
shattered  on  the  materialism  of  our 
culture,  the  self-seeking  that  our 
culture  is  famous  for . . . .” 

A  group  of  about  50  people  from 
annual  conferences  across  the  U.S. 
wrote  both  joint  and  individual  let¬ 
ters  of  protest  the  day  after  Bishop 


various  musical  styles — from  sym¬ 
phony  to  Mexican  mariachi  to  coun¬ 
try-western — was  a  rock  quartet  that 
drew  a  rousing  ovation  with  an  elec¬ 
trified  version  of  “Holy,  Holy,  Holy.” 

Forgiveness  celebrated 

That  evening,  a  somber  service  of 
confession  turned  into  a  celebration 
of  forgiveness  that  drew  partici¬ 
pants  into  the  aisles  to  the  beat  of  a 
steel-drum  band  (see  related  story, 
page  2). 

Despite  some  technical  malfunc¬ 
tions — such  as  the  failure  of  a  video 
depicting  the  work  of  African  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  during  a  celebration 
of  the  Central  Conferences — the 
sessions  received  a  positive  reaction 
from  most  participants  (see  related 
story,  page  2). 

Among  the  keynote  speakers, 


Wilke  (Arkansas  Area)  spoke  to  the 
recent  international  event. 

The  letters  castigate  Bishop 
Wilke  for  his  remarks  and  ask  the 
Council  of  Bishops  officially  to  re¬ 
pudiate  those  remarks  the  group 
found  offensive. 

Among  those  who  attended  a 
noontime  protest  meeting  were 
Bishop  William  W.  Dew  Jr.  (Port¬ 
land  Area)  and  Bishop  Susan  M. 
Morrison  (Philadelphia  Area).  Also 
present  was  the  Rev.  Thom  White 
Wolf  Fassett,  chief  executive  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  headquartered  in  Washington. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Bishops  Roy  I.  Sano  (Denver  Area), 
Felton  E.  May  (on  special  assign¬ 
ment)  and  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Ar¬ 
kansas  Area)  drew  the  most 
response  from  the  crowd  (see  ac¬ 
companying  story). 

'How  I've  repented.  . 

Bishop  May,  in  particular,  con¬ 
tended  that  a  loving,  mission-mind¬ 
ed  church  which  tends  to  individual 
and  community  needs  and  is  faith¬ 
ful  to  God  will  grow  naturally. 

“Oh,  how  I  have  repented  from 
selling  the  church  like  detergent, 
and  of  not  leaning  on  my  Jesus  as 
Lord  and  Savior,"  Bishop  May  said. 

The  enthusiasm  generated  by 
“The  Gathering”  was  evident  in  the 
crowd’s  agreement  with  Bishop 
William  B.  Grove  (West  Virginia 
Area)  when  he  acknowledged  Nov. 
4  that  he  didn’t  want  to  go  home. 

“But  we  don’t  want  to  be  a  team 
that  loves  the  huddle  so  much  we 
get  penalized  for  delaying  the 
game,"  said  Bishop  Grove  amid  the 
audience’s  laughter. 

Instead,  urged  the  bishop,  partici¬ 
pants  were  to  go  “over  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  racism,  over  the  mountain  of 
greed  and  materialism,  to  offer 
them  Christ." 

CLASSIFIED 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  UNITED  Mcth- 
odist  urban  mission  center  needed  by  January  I. 
Equal  opportunity  employer.  Three  years  experi¬ 
ence  in  multiple  staff  ministry,  college  degree  in 
education,  social  wortc.  or  business  administration, 
experience  in  community  relations,  advocacy  and 
fund  raising  helpful.  Send  resume,  salary  to: 
William  Lipp,  Personnel  Committee,  607  Airport 
Road,  Huntsville.  AL  35802.  Deadline  Nov.  20. 
BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS’  New  and 
used —  Champion.  Call:  American  TransCoach 
today.  (8 1 7)  458-4844. 


Group  protests  Arkansas  bishop's  remarks 
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Faith 

= connections 

'PEOPLE  AID'  GRANTS:  Ahaif-mii- 

lion  dollars  in  “people-aid”  grants  were  made 
recently  by  the  global  missions  agency  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  The  grants  were 
made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  research  and  de¬ 
velopment  committee  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  at  its  annual  fall  meeting  in 
New  York.  Grants:  Community-based  primaiy 
health  care,  $150,000;  AIDS  consultation  in 
Latin  America,  $15,000;  Missionary  personnel 
support,  $100,000;  continuing  bishops’  initia¬ 
tive  on  substance  abuse  and  violence,  $70,000; 
prison  ministries,  $15,000;  Hispanic  ministries, 
$75,000;  Native  American  ministries,  $25,000; 
ABC  Christmas  program,  $10,000;  Methodist 
Church  of  Southern  Africa  (exile  relocation  as¬ 
sistance),  $20,000,  and  Mandela  Freedom  Fund 
(South  African  exile  relocation  assistance), 
$20,000. 

'KEEPING  THE  GARDEN':  The 

theme  for  Rural  Life  Sunday  1991  will  be 
“Keeping  the  Garden — Stewardship  of  Our  En¬ 
vironment.”  The  theme  was  chosen  during  the 
fall  meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  New  York.  Rural 
Life  Sunday  is  approved  by  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  observed  on  dates  set  by  each  annual 
conference. 

EXECUTIVE  TO  RETIRE:  The  Rev 

George  E.  Ogle  will  retire,  effective  Jan.  18,  as 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society’s 
chief  specialist  on  social  and  economic  justice 
issues.  Dr.  Ogle’s  retirement  was  announced 
during  the  board’s  fall  meeting  in  Washington. 
During  his  10  years  with  the  social  action  agen¬ 
cy,  he  was  its  primary  resource  person  on  mat¬ 
ters  dealing  with  human  and  civil  rights  and  on 
economic  issues  such  as  the  boycott  of  Califor¬ 
nia  table  grapes. 

CHRISTMAS  IN  ENGLAND:  War 

wick  Castle  is  the  setting  for  Christmas  carols 
and  pageantry  as  United  Methodism’s  cable 
television  program,  "Catch  the  Spirit,”  visits 
England  the  week  of  Dec.  23.  The  special  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  television  maga¬ 
zine  show  was  co-produced  with  BBC-TV  and  is 
hosted  by  Hilly  Hicks  and  Anisa  Mehdi.  Five 
thousand  Warwick  residents  surround  the  castle 
in  song  as  “The  Mystery  Players”  re-enact  the 
story  of  Jesus’  birth.  In  Warwick  Castle’s  Great 
Hall,  folk  singer  Maddy  Prior  and  the  Carnival 
Band  perform  “The  Sussex  Carol”  and  “Sans 
Day  Carol,”  traditional  English  Christmas 
songs.  The  choir  of  Collegiate  Church  of  St. 
Mary,  Warwick,  also  sings  several  carols.  Check 
local  cable  listings  for  time  and  channel. 


Backstage  at  'The  Gathering':  Hard  work 

Pageantry  and  varied  music  inspire  participants  to  try  new  worship  styles  back  home 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH—The  color¬ 
ful  pageantry  and  music  of  the 
worship  services  at  “The  Gather¬ 
ing”  of  United  Methodists  drew 
accolades  from  participants  (see 
related  stories  elsewhere  in  this 
issue). 

But  will  such  production  val¬ 
ues  "play  in  Peoria,”  as  the  old 
theater  saying  goes? 

A  young  pastor  from  Ham¬ 
burg,  N.Y.  says,  "Yes.” 

The  Rev.  Laura  Schaal  Calos, 
pastor  of  Hamburg  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  said,  “I  have  been 
impressed  by  the  way  the  staging 
augments  worship.  I  want  to  see 
how  it’s  done.” 

Pool  fed  by  pipes 

She  strolled  over  to  the  stage 
and  examined  a  pool  of  water  fed 
by  clay  pipes. 

“We  can  do  this,”  she  said. 
“It’s  just  a  couple  of  hoses  and  a 
pump.  I’ll  definitely  use  water  in 
our  church  at  home.” 

Although  the  worship  services 
were  elaborate,  she  said  she  felt 
empowered  to  use  the  ideas.  She 
was  impressed,  she  continued,  by 
the  way  the  worship  and  stage 
designers  have  invited  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  fully  participate  in, 
not  just  watch,  the  events. 

The  worship  and  stage  design¬ 
ers — four  United  Methodist  lay- 
people  from  California,  a  Texas 
layman  and  a  clergyman  from 
Nashville — worked  on  the  ser¬ 
vices  for  more  than  a  year. 

Jeff  Grande,  31,  a  choir  mem¬ 
ber  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Redlands,  Calif.,  and 
his  partner  designed  and  built 
the  4,500-square-foot  stage. 

“It  was  hard  to  design  an  at¬ 
tractive  space  to  accommodate 
so  many  different  events”  he 
said.  (The  five-day  event  had 
seven  different  services,  each  fo¬ 
cused  on  one  aspect  of  Christian 
worship,  and  three  multimedia 
concerts.) 

“We  decided  to  have  a  South¬ 


west  feel  with  colors  of  terra  cot¬ 
ta  and  desert  sand  and  a 
bleached,  aged  look  in  the  furni¬ 
ture  and  railings,”  he  said. 

In  their  California  studio,  Mr. 
Grande  and  his  partner,  profes¬ 
sional  designers,  constructed  all 
of  the  chancel  furnishings — altar, 
podium  and  chairs — as  well  as 
the  gigantic  metal  cross  and 
flame  that  dominated  the  wor¬ 
ship  area. 

They  trucked  everything  from 
California  and  spent  2'A  days — 
36  hours  straight  without  sleep — 
assembling  the  stage  and  hanging 
40,000  pounds  of  equipment  in 
the  air.  Included  were  curtains, 
trusses,  speakers,  screens  and  10 
tons  of  lighting  equipment . 

Brydon  and  Beverly  Shirk,  ac¬ 
tive  members  of  La  Habra 
(Calif.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  arrived  with  bolts  of  fab¬ 
ric  and  sewing  machine  in  tow. 

The  Shirks  designed  all  of  the 
richly  colored  vestments  worn  by 
the  bishops  and  other  worship 
leaders  during  the  services.  They 
also  designed  the  banners,  flags, 
and  altar  coverings  that  changed 
with  each  type  of  worship  service 
held. 

Hundreds  of  singers 

Meanwhile,  Terry  Price,  music 
director  at  Lovers  Lane  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas,  as¬ 


sembled  hundreds  of  singers  for 
the  massive  choirs,  an  orchestra, 
soloists,  instrumental  ensembles 
and  liturgical  dancers. 

The  Rev.  Andy  Langford,  head 
of  the  worship  section  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
headed  the  worship  design  team 
and  helped  direct  the  proceed¬ 
ings. 

A  backstage  command  post 
was  set  up  in  a  semi-trailer  by 
arena  manager  Charles  Joye, 
Christian  education  director  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Redlands. 

Between  services,  the  arena 
was  far  from  empty. 

In  a  corner  backstage,  Beverly 
Shirk  made  a  last-minute  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  stage  decoration.  Across 
the  floor,  a  stream  of  choir  mem¬ 
bers  picked  up  their  robes.  Wor¬ 
ship  leaders  draped  sparkling 
icicles  around  their  necks. 

Out  front,  a  Caribbean  steel- 
drum  band  rehearsed  and  a  com¬ 
pany  of  dancers  swirled  through 
their  paces.  Sound  and  lighting 
technicians  made  their  way 
through  a  maze  of  switches  and 
coils  of  electrical  cable. 

As  their  efforts  during  “The 
Gathering”  indicated,  they  all 
might  have  a  word  of  advice  for 
Ms.  Calos  and  others  who  choose 
to  enhance  their  local  worship: 
“Start  early.” 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 


FORT  WORTH — Backstage  at  "The  Gathering,"  Brydon  and 
Beverly  Shirk  of  Fullerton,  Calif.,  work  with  bolts  of  colorful 
fabrics  to  add  to  the  pageantry  of  the  event. 


FORT  WORTH— Set  designer 
left  Grande,  of  San  Bernardi¬ 
no,  Calif.,  gives  a  final  check 
of  the  arena  before  evening 
worship  begins.  Behind  him  is 
part  of  the  4,500  square  foot 
stage  he  and  his  partner  con¬ 
structed  for  "The  Gathering." 
In  2'h  days,  they  assembled 
the  staging  and  hung  40,000 
pounds  of  equipment  in  the 
air.  Mr.  Grande,  a  profession¬ 
al  designer,  is  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Redlands  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Support  tlic  Africa 
University  Project 
Because  YOU  Can 
Make  a  Difference* 


At  the  1988  General  Conference,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  accepted  the  proposal  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  to  raise  $20  million 
during  the  current  quadrennium  to 
begin  the  Africa  University. 
Responsibility  for  equipping  the  li¬ 
brary  of  the  College  of  Theology  was 


accepted  by  the  General  Board  ol 
Publication  and  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  With  the  assistance 
and  recommendations  ol  seminary  li¬ 
brarians.  a  basic  list  of  about  7,500 
titles  has  been  compiled.  Total  fun¬ 
draising  goal  in  support  of  the  library  s 
development  is  $1  million. 


How  you  can  help  support  the  Africa 
University  Library ! 


Special  Commemorative  Hymnal 

To  support  the  Library  Fund,  Cokesbury 
has  prepared  a  special  Africa  University 
Edition  of  The  Ihuted  Metbodwt  Hymnal.  This 
navy  blue  Pew  Edition  is  embossed  in  gold 
with  the  Africa  University  emblem  on  the 
cover.  You  pay  only  $  1 1  -96  —  and  $  1 .50  of  it 
goes  to  the  Africa  University  Library  Fund 
in  your  name! 

AU0-286395.  $11.96 


Cokesbury 

Books  •  BiW*t  •  Church  Supplws  / 

Q 


Commemorative  Christmas  Cards 
Also  available  for  purchase  in  support  ol  the 
Library  Fund  are  5  sets  of  Christmas  Cards. 
Each  set  contains  12  cards  — 3  each  ol  4 
similar  designs.  The  cards  are  attractive  and 
reasonably  priced.  For  each  set  sold  at 
$2.95.  60<  will  be  donated 
Set  of  12,  each.  $2.95 
AUQ-280586.  Stained  Glass 
AU0-280697.  Shepherds 
AUO-280600  Embossed  Asst. 
AU0-28061I.  Christmas  Cameos 
AU0-280664.  Bethlehem  Senes 

Call  1-800-672-1789  toll  free,  order  by 
mail  from  your  Cokesbury  Service  Cen¬ 
ter,  or  visit  your  Cokesbury  store. 

Satwfactuin  guaranteed!  Add  .<ale.<  tax  where 
applicable.  Far  order.'  up  to  $30.  add  S2  for 
tra  importation. 

P220-UM* 


Advance  focuses  on  children's  aid 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— Minis¬ 
tries  with  children  will  be  the  focus 
of  support  and  promotion  through 
United  Methodism’s  Advance  Fund 
for  1992,  its  top  executive  has  an¬ 
nounced. 

Director  of  the  Advance,  the  Rev. 
William  T.  Carter,  said  he  will  work 
with  the  denomination’s  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  develop  the 
new,  focused  fund-raising  ap¬ 
proach. 

The  Advance,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  channel  of  mission  giving  al¬ 
lowing  designated  donations, 
supports  mission  work  in  more  than 
30  countries.  Hundreds  of  general 
Advance  projects  around  the  world 
are  related  to  children. 

A  report  from  the  20-member 
Advance  Committee  said  the  chal¬ 
lenge  in  planning  the  campaign  will 
be  in  trying  to  achieve  a  “personal¬ 
ized  approach  to  children’s  minis¬ 
tries”  without  using  the  secular 
“adopt-a-child”  approach. 

In  accordance  with  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  expressed  interest  in  hearing 
children  tell  their  own  stories,  plans 
are  under  way  to  produce  a  1 5-min- 
ute  video  with  the  proposed  title 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — United  Method¬ 
ism’s  newest  advocacy  group  has 
vowed  to  “trouble  the  waters”  of  the 
denomination  to  break  down  physi¬ 
cal  and  attitudinal  barriers  to  people 
with  handicapping  conditions. 

To  accomplish  that  goal,  more 
than  50  persons  with  handicapping 
conditions  organized  the  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Physically  Challenged  Min¬ 
isters  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  during  a  consultation  held 
at  Scarritt-Bennett  Center. 

The  Rev.  Kathy  N.  Reeves,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Frances  Willard  United 
Methodist  Church,  Oak  Park,  Ill., 
led  the  group  in  singing  the  spiritu¬ 
al:  “Wade  in  the  water/Wade  in  the 
water,  children/Wade  in  the  water/ 
God’s  gonna  trouble  the  water.” 

Ms.  Reeves,  who  has  a  visual  im- 


“Children  Who  Have  Never  Known 
Peace,”  featuring  children  younger 
than  1 1.  Its  premiere  is  expected  for 
the  1992  General  Conference  and  it 
will  be  released  in  Spanish,  English, 
and  closed-captioned  versions  for 
the  hearing  impaired. 

A  new  basic  brochure  explaining 
the  Advance  is  expected  in  1992,  as 
are  a  tabloid  and  bulletin  insert. 
Plans  for  1991  include  a  bulletin  in¬ 
sert  and  a  revision  of  the  leaflet, 
“No  Gift  Is  Too  Small.” 

The  committee  approved  askings 
for  58  project  requests  totaling 
more  than  $3.7  million  for  1991-92 
in  Africa,  Latin  America  and  Asia/ 
Pacific;  for  those  characterized  as 
global;  and  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR). 

Under  a  new  procedure  adopted 
by  the  committee,  chairpersons  of 
the  various  project  teams  may  now 
hold  telephone  conference  calls  to 
review,  evaluate  and  recommend 
General  Advance  Special  Project 
requests. 

In  a  report  to  the  committee,  Dr. 
Carter  announced  that  by  Sept.  30, 
1990,  Advance  giving  totaled 
$19,121,319;  for  the  same  period  in 
1 989,  gifts  totaled  $  1 8,440,2 1 1 . 

Chairwoman  of  the  Advance 


pairment,  said  God  is  already  trou¬ 
bling  the  water,  and  members  of  the 
new  association  “must  stir  and  ma¬ 
nipulate  the  waters  to  become 
agents  of  change  for  ourselves  and 
for  those  yet  to  come.” 

According  to  founders,  the  associa¬ 
tion  will  be  a  support  network  of  or¬ 
dained  and  diaconal  ministers,  local 
pastors,  seminary  students  and  others 
preparing  for  ministry  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  main  goal  will 
be  to  heighten  church  members’ 
awareness  of  the  abilities  and  insights 
of  ordained  and  diaconal  ministers 
with  handicapping  conditions. 

The  consultation  was  co-sponsored 
by  the  ordained  ministry  division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  and  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Department  of  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  New 
York. 


Committee  is  Bishop  Judith  Craig 
(Michigan  Area). 


CHURCH 

TORCH 

CANDLE® 


“REAL  CANDLELIGHT” 

■  Safe 

•  Clean 

•  Beautiful 

"... non-flammable  cup" 

SHIELDING  THE  FLAME  FROM 
FIRE  HAZARDS 

"...collects  wax" 

MAINTAINS  CLEANLINESS, 
STOPS  WAX  DRIPPING  ON 
PEOPLE'S  HANDS  AND  FLOORS 

"...reusable" 

CUP  CAN  BE  USED  REPEATEDLY 
FOR  MORE  SERVICES 

"...d ifferen t  colou rs " 

CUP  COLOURS  -  RED, 

BLUE,  CLEAR 

Church  Torch  Candle  comes 
complete  with  candle  and  cup 

.  .price" 

packaged  100/box  $  79.00/box 

packaged  400/case  $289. 00/case 

"...size" 

candle  7"  x  9/16" 

FREE  SHIPPING 
TOLL  FREE  ORDER 

1-800-387-1044 

NEWVILLE  88 
CORPORATION 


FOR  CHURCHES  ONLY 


■BUILDING  MONEYB 

U  I  II  I  l  l  II  I M E  ■■■ I 


call  ANDY  HARDY 

1-800-231-0373 


HUMAN  RIGHTS 
WEEK  BOOKLET 

1990/1991 

THEME:  "Towards  U.S.  Ratifi¬ 
cation  of  Human  Rights 
Covenants." 

The  Human  Rights  Committee/ 
Office  of  the  National  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  in  the 
U.S.A.  (NCCCUSA)  has  initiated 
an  ecumenical  campaign  for  the 
1990s.  The  Campaign  urges  the 
U.S.  Senate  to  ratify,  after  decades 
of  delay,  United  Nations  Treaties/ 
Covenants/Conventions  on  basic 
human  rights  for  our  nation  and 
all  nations. 

1990/1991  —  Highlighting 
the  "Convention  on  the  Elimina¬ 
tion  of  All  Forms  of  Discrimina¬ 
tion  Against  Women." 

THE  BOOKLET 

PUBLISHED  BY: 

NCCCUSA  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mittee/Office 

and 

U.S.  Committee  for  "The  Ecu¬ 
menical  Decade:  Churches  in  Sol¬ 
idarity  with  Women  (1988  -  1998)" 

CONTENTS!  28  pages: 
Introduction 
Liturgy 

Sermon  Notes 
Discrimination  Against 
Women:  "Naming  the  Sin" 
Think  Piece 
Discussion  Guide 
Fact  Sheets 
For  the  Record 

TO  PURCHASE!  (Price  includes 
postage) 

Single  Copies :  $1.50 

Bulk  Orders: 

11  -  100  $1.25  each 

101  -  500  $1.00  each 

501  -  $  .90  each 

CONTACT! 

Human  Rights  Office, 
NCCCUSA 

Room  634,  475  Riverside  Drive 
New  York,  NY,  10115 
TEL:  (212)  870-2424; 

FAX  212  870-2055 


Group  to  'trouble  waters' 
for  those  with  disabilities 
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Overflow  crowd  hears  popular  rabbi 
discuss  latest  book,  'Who  Needs  God' 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— He  has  be¬ 
come  America’s  best  known  rabbi. 

More  evidence  of  the  popularity  of 
Rabbi  Harold  S.  Kushner  came  in 
late  October  when  some  3,000  Chris¬ 
tians  and  Jews  overflowed  Temple 
Israel  here  to  hear  the  best-selling  au¬ 
thor  talk  about  “Who  Needs  God,” 
the  title  of  his  latest  book.  Scores 
more  were  turned  away. 

Rabbi  Kushner  told  the  throng 
that  he  wrote  “Who  Needs  God” 
for  Phil  Donahue,  the  television 
talk  show  host,  who  “represents 
good,  decent,  caring  and  committed 
individuals  who  have  only  scom  for 
organized  religion.” 

His  talk  was  sponsored  by  the 
Center  for  Jewish-Christian  Learn¬ 
ing  at  the  University  of  St.  Thomas, 
St.  Paul,  in  cooperation  with  the  St. 


Paul  Seminary  School  of  Divinity. 
Its  thesis  was  that  in  contemporary 
society  people  “have  become  so  so¬ 
phisticated,  modem  and  intellectual 
that  they  don’t  have  room  for  a 
faith  commitment.  They  don’t  real¬ 
ize  what  they’ve  given  up.” 

“We  think  we  can  do  everything 
and  there  is  no  room  for  a  power 
greater  than  us,”  the  rabbi  said.  Yet, 
he  said,  “without  spiritual  nourish¬ 
ment  our  souls  remain  stunted  and 
undeveloped.” 

Discover  sense  of  reverence 

Idol-worship  in  the  Bible  was  hu¬ 
man  beings  worshipping  the  work 
of  their  own  hands,  and  today  tech¬ 
nology  has  become  a  form  of  idola¬ 
try — the  enemy  of  reverence,  he 
added. 

“Ultimately,”  he  continued, 
“technology  cannot  inspire  and  we 
feel  an  impulse  to  get  away  from  the 


man-made.  We  need  to  be  remind¬ 
ed  that  human  inventions,  marvel¬ 
ous  as  they  are,  go  to  a  certain  point 
and  stop  and  beyond  that  God  takes 
over  ....  We  need  to  rediscover  a 
sense  of  reverence.” 

Belief  in  God  provides  the  ground¬ 
ing  for  morality,  Rabbi  Kushner  said. 
“To  affirm  there  is  a  single  God 
means  you  can  talk  in  terms  of  what 
is  right  and  wrong,”  he  added. 

“The  only  way  to  get  a  sense  of 
significance  is  to  believe  that  God 
exists  and  that  he  demands  that  we 
be  righteous.” 

Belief  in  God  also  provides  a 
sense  of  radical  forgiveness,  the  rab¬ 
bi  said,  explaining:  “We  need  to  be 
told  no  matter  how  badly  we  have 
messed  up  our  lives,  we  are  still  ac¬ 
cepted  by  God.” 

A  cure  for  endemic  loneliness  can 
be  found  in  a  religious  community 
if  it  is  functioning  properly,  he  said. 


Rabbi  Kushner  said  when  his  14- 
year-old  son  was  dying  of  a  rare  dis¬ 
ease,  he  and  his  wife  prayed  for  his 
life  and  that  they  be  spared  from  fur¬ 
ther  anguish,  knowing  their  limits. 
But  their  son  died,  and  they  discov¬ 
ered  that  “when  we  tum  to  God  he 
replenishes  our  strength  and  love.” 

Faith  can  cure  fear 

Faith  in  God,  he  said,  can  cure  a 
person’s  fear  of  death.  He  said  he 
believes  that  the  soul  of  a  person  is 
immortal. 

A  Conservative  rabbi,  Rabbi 
Kushner  is  spiritual  leader  of  Tem¬ 
ple  Israel  in  Natick,  Mass.,  a  Boston 
suburb.  He  is  best  known  as  the  au¬ 
thor  of  “When  Bad  Things  Happen 
to  Good  People,”  a  best-seller  on 
dealing  with  tragedy.  He  also  wrote 
“When  All  You’ve  Ever  Wanted 
Isn’t  Enough”  and  “When  Children 
Ask  About  God.” 


Buildup  stirs  interest  in  biblical  prophecies 

Events  in  Persian  Gulf  cause  fundamentalists  to  look  for  the  coming  of  the  Messiah 

Religious  News  Service 


Events  in  the  Persian  Gulf  are 
stirring  new  interest  in  biblical 
prophecies  for  two  Minneapolis-St. 
Paul  area  clergymen — but  with  a 
basic  difference  in  perspective. 

Hasidic  Rabbi  Manus  Friedman 
sees  the  events  as  possibly  presaging 
the  coming  of  the  Messiah.  Assem¬ 
blies  of  God  minister,  the  Rev. 
Mark  Denyes,  is  predicting  that 


they  may  mean  the  second  coming 
of  the  Messiah. 

Rabbi  Friedman,  who  runs  the 
Upper  Midwest  Lubavitch  in  St. 
Paul,  received  hundreds  of  tele¬ 
phone  calls  when  he  discussed  the 
prophecies  on  his  Twin  Cities’  tele¬ 
vision  show,  “Torah  Forum.”  The 
segment  was  shown  a  second  time 
because  of  the  large  number  of  re¬ 


quests. 

When  Mr. 


Denyes  preached  on 


prophecies  at  his  church,  Emman¬ 
uel  Christian  Center  in  suburban 
Spring  Lake  Park,  more  than  1,000 
people  turned  out  for  each  of  two 
services.  Demand  for  tapes  of  the 
two  sermons  has  outstripped  that 
for  any  other. 

“This  tells  me  that  people  are  in¬ 
terested  in  hearing  the  biblical  per¬ 
spective,”  Mr.  Denyes  said. 
“People  realize  this  could  be  the 
end,  the  fulfilling  of  a  prophecy  for 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

SAUDI  ARABIA — A  Bedouin  pours  tea  for  U.S.  Army  Sgt.  Marvin  Smith  of  Birmingham,  Ala.  The  pres¬ 
ence  of  Sgt.  Smith  and  his  fellow  U.S.  soldiers  in  Saudi  Arabia  is  stirring  up  interest  in  biblical  prophe¬ 
cies.  Scholars  say  all  three  major  faiths  of  the  Middle  East— Christianity,  Judaism,  and  Islam— have 
elements  that  think  this  may  be  the  final  battle,  which  they  view  with  hope.  Some  Hasidic  Jews  believe 
that  the  Messiah  is  coming,  while  fundamentalist  Christians  believe  the  Messiah  is  coming  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  time. 


Christ.  I  personally  believe  this 
could  be  the  beginning  of  events 
that  could  be  the  end.” 

Rabbi  Friedman  said  ancient  Jew¬ 
ish  prophecies  state  that  the  Messiah 
will  come  at  a  time  when  the  entire 
world  will  be  at  war,  with  a  Persian 
(Iranian)  king  fighting  an  Arab  king 
and  the  Arab  king  seeking  help  from 
Jordan  and  Syria.  Israel  and  all  the 
nations  will  be  confused,  but  the 
Midrash  (a  collection  of  rabbinical 
commentaries  and  notes  on  the 
Scriptures)  says  we  should  not  panic, 
there  is  nothing  to  be  afraid  of,  he 
said.  “All  of  this  is  preparation  for 
the  final  redemption.  Unlike  the  ex¬ 
odus  from  Egypt,  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  additional  exiles,  this 
redemption  will  be  forever. 

"The  coming  of  the  Messiah  is  re¬ 
demption  for  Jews,  but  it  also  is 
moral  perfection  for  the  whole 
world,”  the  rabbi  said.  “Life  on 
earth  will  become  perfect.  There 
will  be  no  war,  nor  hunger,  no  jeal¬ 
ousy,  no  animosity.  I  know  it 
sounds  too  good  to  be  true,  but  that 
doesn’t  mean  it’s  not  true.” 

Scott  Appleby,  associate  director 
of  the  Fundamentalism  Project  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  told  the  “Minneapolis 
Star  Tribune”  that  all  of  the  three 
major  faiths  of  the  Middle  East — 
Judaism,  Christianity  and  Islam — 
have  elements  that  think  this  may 
be  the  final  battle,  which  they  view 
with  hope. 

Each  group  “thinks  they’re  going 
to  win  because  this  is  something 
dramatic,  and  God’s  behind  it. 
What  looks  like  bad  news  for  people 
who  live  according  to  the  expecta¬ 
tions  of  secular  history  looks  like  a 
wonderful  gift  from  God  to  funda¬ 
mentalism,  the  Messiah.” 


Dear  Deborah  - 

/  am  72,  alone  and  lonely  for  my  children.  What  can  I  do ? 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  am  72  and  live  alone.  Sixteen 
years  ago,  I  lost  my  dear  husband 
after  37  years.  Now  1  have  no  fam¬ 
ily  except  my  two  daughters  and 
grandchildren.  One  daughter  lives 
nearby  but  seldom  calls  or  comes  to 
visit.  I  have  friends  and  a  pretty 
good  social  life  but  nothing  is  like 
having  someone  you  love  so  much 
spend  a  little  time  with  you. 

I  feel  neglected  and  just  want  a 
little  consideration.  I  definitely 
don’t  want  to  be  a  burden  to  her.  I 
attend  church  regularly  and  keep 


active  but  it  doesn’t  take  the  place 
of  family.  Do  you  have  any 
suggestions? 

Alone  and  Lonely 
Dear  Alone  and  Lonely: 

l  expect  that  many  readers  can 
identify  with  you.  It  seems  like  our 
children  are  leading  lives  that  are 
much  too  busy  and  their  parents  and 
older  relatives  feel  they  are  not  get¬ 
ting  the  time  and  attention  they  de¬ 
serve.  I  have  some  suggestions  that 
have  helped  families  I  know. 

First,  use  the  Serenity  Prayer: 
Lord  give  me  the  serenity  to  accept 


the  things  I  cannot  change,  courage 
to  change  the  things  I  can.  and  the 
wisdom  to  know  the  difference. 

Second,  realize  that  the  things 
that  cannot  be  changed  need  not  be 
reasons  for  us  to  make  ourselves 
miserable.  Instead  follow  the  Bibli¬ 
cal  admonition  and  think  on  things 
that  are  good,  and  pure  and  beauti¬ 
ful,  cultivating  an  attitude  of  grati¬ 
tude  for  life’s  blessings. 

Third,  do  everything  you  can  to 
make  your  daughter  and  grandchil¬ 
dren  feel  welcome  when  they  do 
come  or  call  but  without  making 


them  feel  guilty  they  don't  do  it 
more  often.  In  other  words,  try  to 
make  it  quality  time  for  them  and 
for  yourself  when  you  do  have  time 
together.  Pray  for  them  too! 


Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  " Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL /'  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns-  ~  -  - 

Anglican  clergyman  wrote  favorite  thanksgiving  hymn 


Come,  ye  thankful  people,  come. 
Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home! 

Alt  is  safely  gathered  in. 

Ere  the  winter  storms  begin: 

God.  our  Maker,  doth  provide 
For  our  wants  to  be  supplied: 

Come  to  God’s  own  temple,  come. 
Raise  the  song  of  harvest  home. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Thanksgiving  Day  is  celebrated 
next  week;  this  is  a  favorite  season 
of  the  year.  While  those  in  rural 
communities  are  far  more  aware  of 
the  harvesting  of  crops  than  those 
in  urban  areas,  most  congregations, 
in  both  rural  and  urban  areas,  sing 


this  hymn  that  has  long  been  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  season. 

Henry  Alford,  the  author  of  the 
hymn,  was  a  clergyman  who  was 
gifted  in  many  ways.  A  noted  schol¬ 
ar,  theologian,  poet,  writer,  and  mu¬ 
sician,  he  had  a  distinguished  career 
in  the  Church  of  England.  A  little 
more  than  a  dozen  years  after  he 
wrote  the  hymn  in  1 844,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  dean  of  Canterbury  Cathe¬ 
dral,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death  in  1871. 

Living  a  full  and  productive  life, 
Alford  involved  himself  in  many  ar¬ 
eas  of  his  ministerial  calling.  One  of 
his  friends  told  that  at  the  end  of  a 
demanding  day,  Alford  would  “stand 


up,  as  at  the  end  of  a  meal,  and  thank 
God  for  what  he  had  received." 

The  hymn  is  an  invitation  for  us 
to  express  the  gratitude  of  our 
thankful  hearts  for  God’s  bounty. 
Stanzas  two  and  three  refer  to  the 
parable  of  the  tares  and  Jesus’  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  parable  as  recorded 
in  Matthew  13:24-30,  36-43. 

The  music  we  sing  for  Alford's 
hymn  was  composed  in  1858  by 
George  J.  Elvey.  Elvey  was  organist 
at  St.  George's  Chapel,  Windsor, 
the  home  church  of  England’s  royal 
family. 

During  his  forty-seven  years  of 
continuous  service  at  St.  George’s. 
Elvey  played  for  many  services  in¬ 


volving  the  royal  family.  He  was 
knighted  by  Queen  Victoria  in  1 87 1 . 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

" Praise  Cod,  from  Whom  All  Bless¬ 
ings  Flow " 


Poem  of  the  Week 

how  often  we  desire 
the  kind  word  softly  spoken, 
and  plaudits  and  praising 
must  see; 
how  often  we  seek 
encouragement  from  others, 
when  we  the  encouragement 
should  be. 

— GORD  HARRISON 


'For  everything  a  season  . .  / 

The  sight  of  children  enjoying  autumn's  fallen  leaves  recalls  Ecclesi¬ 
astes  3:1:  "For  everything  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  for  every 
matter  under  heaven"  (New  Standard  Revised  Version).  This  "time  ; 
to  pluck  up  what  is  planted"  leads  U.S.  Christians  to  Thanksgiving 
on  Nov.  22  this  year.  


12-step  programs'  higher 
power  is  Jesus,  says  author 


Religious  News  Service 

Although  some  conservative 
Christians  have  criticized  the  con¬ 
cept  of  a  “Higher  Power”  in  12-step 
programs  for  not  specifically  refer¬ 
ring  to  God,  a  noted  Christian  au¬ 
thor  says  that  it  is  Jesus  who  is  the 
higher  power  in  such  programs. 

Addressing  the  first  Regional 
Clergy  Conference  on  Addiction  in 
the  Religious  Congregation,  held  in 
Dallas  Oct.  30-31,  J.  Keith  Miller 
said  that  the  12-step  program  used 
by  such  groups  as  Alcoholics  Anon¬ 
ymous  “operates  on  biblical  princi¬ 
ples  so  tough  that  we  aren’t  using 
them  in  the  church.” 

Mr.  Miller,  the  author  of  such 
noted  works  on  Christian  renewal 
as  “The  Taste  of  New  Wine,”  said 
the  12-step  program  “is  very  much 
like  the  New  Testament  church — 
no  paid  leaders,  no  money,  no 
buildings,  no  evangelism  program 
and  no  one  wants  to  join.” 

The  Episcopal  layman  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  the  language  of  A.A.  and 
similar  12-step  programs  is  not  ex¬ 
plicitly  Christian.  But  he  said  the 
character  traits  of  the  “Higher  Pow¬ 
er”  are  the  same  traits  of  God  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  Bible  and  in  the 
person  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“Jesus  is  the  Higher  Power,”  Mr. 
Miller  said.  “Jesus  is  loving  enough 
and  caring  enough  to  do  this  pro¬ 
gram  anonymously.” 

Group  ends 
Burger  King 
boycott 

By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

A  national  coalition  of  Christian 
leaders  and  the  Burger  King  fast- 
food  chain  are  trying  to  spread  the 
word  that  the  company  supports 
traditional  values  in  its  sponsorship 
of  television  programs. 

Burger  King  is  getting  the  mes¬ 
sage  out  through  half-page  ads  that 
it  has  placed  in  several  hundred 
newspapers,  including  the  Los  An¬ 
geles  Times,  the  Miami  Herald,  the 
New  York  Times  and  USA  Today. 
Christian  Leaders  for  Responsible 
Television  (CLeaR-TV),  a  national 
coalition  of  almost  1 ,600  such  lead¬ 
ers,  has  announced  that  it  is  ending 
its  boycott  of  the  chain  that  was  an¬ 
nounced  Sept.  1  to  protest  Burger 
King’s  sponsorship  of  certain  pro¬ 
grams  and  movies  on  television. 

CleaR-TV  said  films  such  as  “Oc- 
topussy”  and  “Platoon”  sponsored 
by  Burger  King  contained  two- 
thirds  more  sex,  violence,  profanity 
and  anti-Christian  bigotry  than  the 
average. 

The  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon,  one 
of  the  leaders  of  CLeaR-TV,  told 
RNS  that  Burger  King  officials 
“agreed  to  reduce  the  amount  of  sex 
and  violent  programming  drastical¬ 
ly”  and  that  “to  show  good  faith, 
they  agreed  to  do  the  ads.” 


At  least  one  church  member  in 
four  either  has  an  addiction  or  has 
chemically  dependent  loved  ones, 
said  the  Rev.  Lester  Wigley,  direc- ; 
tor  of  Rebirth,  Inc.,  a  Christian-  ■ 
based  chemical  dependency 
treatment  program  that  grew  out  of  . 
a  support  group  at  Midway  Road 
Baptist  Church  in  Dallas. 

Mr.  Wigley  said  that  during  the 
past  year  he  saw  327  Christians  ; 
with  addiction  programs. 

“Most  said  they  couldn’t  talk 
about  it  in  their  church,”  he  related.  , 
“Many  feared  their  Christian  values 
would  be  discounted  if  they  entered 
a  program  in  a  hospital.  The  secular 
and  the  Christian  communities  "7 
must  work  together  on  this.” 

The  Southern  Baptist  minister,  . 
who  was  an  organizer  of  the  confer-  ! 
ence,  said,  “These  are  not  bad  peo-  j 
pie  trying  to  get  good.  These  are  ; 
sick  people  trying  to  get  well.” 

'Sensitive'  list 
outrages  Jews 

Religious  News  Service 

American  Jewish  leaders  have  re¬ 
acted  with  outrage  to  a  troop-infor-  : 
mation  pamphlet  issued  by  the  U.S. 
Central  Command  that  lists  several  ; 
topics  that  it  said  “should  be  avoid-  I 
ed  or  handled  carefully”  by  U.S. 
service  personnel  in  Saudi  Arabia. 

Excerpts  from  the  pamphlet  that 
appeared  in  the  November  issue  of 
Harper’s  magazine  cited  examples 
of  “sensitive  subjects”  that  should  : 
be  “avoided  or  handled  carefully.”  ■ 
Such  topics  include  “articles  and 
stories  showing  U.S. -Israeli  ties  and 
friendship,”  “discussing  the  ‘Jewish 
lobby’  and  U.S.  intelligence  given  to 
Israel,”  “proselytizing  for  non-Is- 
lamic  religions”  and  “referring  to 
the  Arab  blacklisting  of  U.S.  com¬ 
panies  that  do  business  with  Israel 
or  the  Arab  boycotting  of  compa¬ 
nies  that  have  strong  Zionist  repre¬ 
sentation  in  executive  positions.” 

Lt.  Col.  Steve  Roy,  a  public  affairs 
spokesperson  for  the  Pentagon,  told 
Religious  News  Service  that  the  list 
was  “designed  to  alert  our  troops  to 
sensitivities  in  the  region"  and  to 
“try  to  avoid  raising  topics  that 
would  be  antagonistic  to  the  Arabs.” 

He  said  it  was  “certainly  not  an 
effort  to  restrict  someone's  freedom 
to  say  what  he  wanted  to  say  or  de¬ 
sired  to  say  or  felt  that  he  needed  to 
say.” 

Sholom  D.  Comay,  president  of 
the  American  Jewish  Committee,  • 
and  David  A.  Harris,  executive  vice 
president  of  the  organization,  had 
earlier  written  to  Secretary  of  De-  : 
fense  Richard  Cheney,  charging 
that  the  list  “raises  serious  ques-  ■ 
tions  about  the  degree  to  which  the 
U.S.  is  prepared  to  compromise  on  ; 
basic  moral  and  ethical  precepts  ; 
fundamental  to  American  society  to  : 
accommodate  our  current  allies  in  ■ 
the  Persian  Gulf.” 
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Ten  years  of  giving 

by  the 
United 


Year 


Percentage  ol  MacDonell  Annual  budget 
provided  through  gifts  from 
the  United  Methodist  Church" 


Methodist 

Church... 


The  United  Methodist  Church  has  always  been  our 
main  source  of  private  support  over  the  years.  As  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  grow,  however,  public  funding  continues  to 
diminish  and  we  are  having  to  rely  more  and  more  on 
private  giving.  The  State  of  Louisiana  does  remit  partial  re¬ 
imbursement  for  care  of  children  placed  with  us  through 
their  programs,  but  these  fees  have  been  reduced,  al¬ 
though  our  expenses  have  not. 

We  are  grateful  and  thankful  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  consistently  been  there  for  our  children. 
1  estimate  that  since  its  founding  by  Ella  K.  Hooper  in 
1919,  MacDonell  has  touched  the  lives  of  more  than 
50,000  children.  This  has  been  done  because  you  have 
continued  to  reach  out  to  these  children  through  your 
prayers  and  financial  support. 

As  our  costs  continue  to  increase,  1  must  ask  that 
you  re-evaluate  your  level  of  giving  and  re-commit  your¬ 
selves  to  supporting  MacDonell  through  your  established 
channels  of  giving.  The  challenges  of  the  times  are  great. 
We  see  this  challenge  in  the  faces  of  the  children  we  serve 
and  in  their  families.  This  is  the  time  to  continue  our  min¬ 
istry  together. 

-  G.  J.  Bridges,  President 
MacDonell  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Services,  Inc. 


•  Small  car  for  in-town  use 

•  Personal  computers 
for  the  children 

•  Electronic  typewriters 

•  Cement  poured  for 
driveways 

and  parking  areas 

•  Calculator  (desk  top) 

•  Filing  cabinets 

•  Pool  tables  or  recover 
ones  we  have 

•  Pool  cues 

•  Model  kits  . 

•  Dolls  &  doll  clothes 

•  Modern  sewing 
machines 


•  Small  desk  lamps 
« Sofa  &  stuffed 

chairs  for 
living  rooms 

•  Bicycles 

•  Sofa  for  family 
therapy  room 

■  Playground  equipment 

•  Television  sets 

•  VCR's  (2) 

•  Vacuum  cleaners  (3) 

■  Nintendo/Atari  system 
and  games 

>  Vision  and  hearing 
screening  equipment 


pconorhical  , 
a  mav  be  more  ecu  name  | 

S.  Remember,  it  you’re  s®'^tchase  a  certain  item  i 

send  a  check  with  a  request  to  pu  _  - 


20% 


*  Source  of  Data:  Records  of  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children's  Services. 
Percentage  figures  include  gifts  from  the  United  Methodist  Church,  United  Methodist 
Women,  La.  Conference,  Supplemental  Gifts,  in-kind  depreciation,  insurance  and 
support  from  National  Division  Appropriations. 


G.  J.  “  Jerry”  Bridges  with  Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon, 

Past  President  of  United  Methodist  Women  and  a  member  of  the 
board  at  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children's  Services,  Inc. 
and  board  member,  Mrs.  Fran  Hall. 


We  say 
“Thank  You!” 


‘Mac'DoneCC 
‘United 
t Methodist 


CHILDREN'S  SERVICES,  INC. 

(504)  868-8362 
1210  East  Main  Street 
Houma,  LA  70363 
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Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


a  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  1.A  70802 
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Remember  Your 
Baptism  —  And 
Be  Thankful! 


During  a  recent  Shepherd’s  Visit,  the  subject  of  baptism  came  up  in 
a  discussion  with  district  clergy  and  spouses.  It  caused  me  to  pull  SAC¬ 
RAMENTS  AS  GOD’S  SELF  GIVING  from  my  shelf  and  read  it 
again.  In  it,  theologian  James  F.  White  discusses  the  meaning  of  our 
baptism. 

He  says  that  baptism  is  God’s  free  gift,  not  contingent  upon  our  wor¬ 
thiness.  God’s  love  for  us  is  made  visible  in  baptism,  and  with  that  sac¬ 
rament  our  Christian  life  begins.  It  marks  the  beginning  of  faith  and 
discipline.  If  we  are  baptized  as  infants,  that  baptism  is  sealed  when  we 
decide  to  fulfill  that  baptism  and  follow  Jesus  through  membership  in 
His  Body,  the  Church. 

White  suggests  that  there  are  five  principal  images  associated  with 
baptism  in  the  New  Testament:  1)  union  with  Christ  and  his  work, 
2)  incorporation  into  Christ’s  body  on  earth  —  the  Church,  3)  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  4)  the  forgiveness  of  sin;  and  5)  new  birth.  He  re¬ 
minds  us  that  our  baptism  unites  us 

not  only  to  Jesus  Christ  himself  but  to  all  he  does.  Christ’s  work 
is  made  ours  . . .  Baptism  is  the  foundation  of  the  ministry  or 
priesthood  of  all  Christians. 

Through  baptism,  God  makes  us  Christians;  because  of  our  baptism  we 
try  each  day  to  become  disciples. 

White  describes  Christianity  as  more  than  a  theology;  it  is  a  way  of 
life,  a  network  of  relationships  of  love.  As  baptized  Christians,  we  are 
“ambassadors  for  Christ”  (II  Cor.  5:20).  He  concludes: 

We  never  outlive  or  outgrow  the  day  when  we  need  to  recall  with 
thanksgiving  God’s  self-giving  to  us  in  baptism  and  to  see  it  con¬ 
tinuing  daily  in  our  lives  . . .  Our  baptism  is  permanent,  but  re¬ 
newal  of  it  is  a  lifelong  process. 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  March  9,  in  Baton  Rouge,  thousands  of 
United  Methodists  from  all  across  Louisiana  will  come  together  in  a 
powerful  time  of  raising  our  chorus  to  God  in  a  joyful  renewing  of  our 
baptismal  vows.  Join  me! 


U)vCJLwi&.  O.  e~\ 


To  All  Insurance  Subscribers 

1991  Insurance  Premiums  Are: 

Family  $382. 00/mo. 

Single  $  1 60.00/ mo. 

Medicare  Supplement  $70. 00/mo. 


Notice 


PENSION  BULLETIN: 

Effective  November  15,  1990,  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  pen¬ 
sion  participants  have  new  contact  personnel  and  telephone  numbers 
—  AGAIN. 

Clergy  Contact:  Wanda  Tappa  —  1-800-356-4950 
Layperson  Contact:  Rae  Courtney  —  1-800-356-3736 


Where  There's 
A  Will, 
There  Are  A 
Great  Many 
Other  Ways. 


Enriching  lives.  Helping  continue  the  ministry  tof  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  These  are  but  two  of  the  joys  felt  by  giftmakers 
to  the  Church. 

One  of  the  easiest  ways  to  become  a  giftmaker  is  by  including 
the  Church  in  your  will.  But  it's  certainly  not  the  only  way. 

Life  income  gifts  create  trusts  that  give  assets  to  the  Church 
yet  allow  the  individual  to  retain  the  income  generated  by  such 
assets  for  life. 

Endowments  allow  individuals  to  make  gifts  to  the  Church 
specifying  that  principal  remain  intact  while  providing  income  to 
the  Church.  And,  of  course,  one  can  make  the  Church  a  beneficiary 
of  life  insurance,  income-producing  real  estate,  stocks  and  so  forth. 

Truly,  where  there's  a  will,  there  are  a  great  many  other  ways 
to  experience  the  joy  of  giftmaking.  For  more  information,  simply 
call  or  write  today.  Our  assistance  is  free  and  the  rewards  are 
simply  heavenly. 

United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  Executive  Director 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802 
(504)  346-1646 


International  Gathering  at  Fort  Worth 
Turns  United  Methodists  in  New  Direction 


More  than  50  clergy  and  lay  per¬ 
sons  from  our  conference  joined 
United  Methodists  from  across  the 
world  for  worship,  Bible  study,  idea 
and  resource  sharing,  learning 
groups  and  prayer  from  October  3 1 
through  November  4  in  Fort  Worth. 
This  INTERNATIONAL  GATH¬ 
ERING  of  about  4,000  United 
Methodists  was  initiated  by  the 
Council  of  Bishops  to  encourage  a 
fresh,  new  vision  for  the  Church. 

“The  Spirit  is  calling  us,  in  all  our 
congregations,  to  a  time  of  discern¬ 
ment  —  a  time  of  searching,  of  self- 
examination,  of  listening  for  God’s 
Word  —  that  we  may  see  the  new 
direction  in  which  God  is  leading 
us,”  proclaims  part  of  the  state¬ 
ment:  VITAL  CONGREGATIONS 
FAITHFUL  DISCIPLES  FOUN¬ 
DATION  DOCUMENT  released 
during  the  Fort  Worth  GATHER¬ 
ING  by  the  Council  of  Bishops.  Ac- 
companying  this  release  was  a 
videotape,  a  leader’s  guide  and  a 
pastoral  letter  to  be  read  in  all  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  this  month. 
These  resources  are  the  result  of  a 
two-year  mission  led  by  the  bishops 
to  discern  a  vision  and  pathway  for 
our  Church.  Inez  Chrisentery,  a 
member  of  St.  Mark  Church  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  praised  the  Council  of 
Bishops  for  the  initiative  they  took 
in  this  “heart-warming  and  heart- 
searching"  event  to  show  “how  in¬ 
terested  they  are  in  the  well-being  of 
the  Church.” 

The  teaching,  witness  and  leader¬ 
ship  of  our  bishops  in  these  new  re¬ 
sources  and  at  the  Fort  Worth  event 
impressed  and  inspired  many  oth¬ 
ers  as  well.  The  Reverend  Carol  Su¬ 
san  Winn,  pastor  of  the  Evangeline 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  pointed 
out  that  white  United  Methodists 
generally  regard  our  bishops  as  ad¬ 
ministrative  leaders,  their  role  as 
spiritual  leaders  was  most  predomi¬ 
nant  at  this  event. 

The  Reverend  Winn  also  ex¬ 


pressed  “renewed  confidence”  in 
our  general  boards  and  agencies. 
While  at  times  they  have  seemed  to 
her  “out  of  touch”  with  the  local 
church,  she  sees  them  here  as  being 
“really  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  our 
local  churches.”  Representatives 
from  all  the  general  offices  were 
available  throughout  the  5-day 
event  for  consultation  and  to  teach 
classes. 

Other  United  Methodists  who  at¬ 
tended  the  INTERNATIONAL 
GATHERING  responded  very  pos¬ 
itively  to  it.  Conference  lay  leader 
Paul  White  considered  it  “one  of 
the  most  encouraging  United  Meth¬ 
odist  events”  he  has  ever  attended. 
“We  have  finally  admitted  to  our¬ 
selves  that  we  need  to  do  something 
to  save  the  United  Methodist 
Church  from  decline  and  to  build  it 
up  to  what  it  should  be,”  he  said. 
Mr.  White  was  especially  apprecia¬ 
tive  of  the  bishops’  strong  emphasis 
on  the  ministry  of  the  laity. 

Worship,  however,  was  the  high¬ 
light  of  the  GATHERING  at  Fort 
Worth.  Indeed,  the  whole  event  was 
based,  as  the  new  FOUNDATION 
DOCUMENT  says,  with  the  ac¬ 
knowledgment  that  worship  is  “the 
pattern  for  all  Christian  living"  and 
is  “at  the  heart  of  the  whole  Chris¬ 
tian  life.” 

Participants  gathered  to  praise 
God,  to  sing,  to  confess  failure  at 
not  being  an  obedient  church,  and 
above  all,  to  respond  with  hope  and 
joy  to  God’s  loving  forgiveness  and 
the  freedom  all  have  in  Jesus  Christ 
for  new  beginnings. 

The  Reverend  Chuck  Simmons, 
senior  pastor  of  the  Broadmoor 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  considered 
the  services  “tremendously  innova¬ 
tive,  inclusive  and  inspiring.”  His 
comments  well  expressed  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  many  of  the  members  who 
attended  this  history-making  IN¬ 
TERNATIONAL  GATHERING. 


Progress  Made  on  Book 
of  Worship 


Our  new  United  Methodist  Book 
of  Worship  will  include  prayers  and 
services  for  a  great  variety  of  occa¬ 
sions  and  will  be  presented  in  a  2- 
volume  set.  Information  about 
special  programs  such  as  the  United 
Methodist  Men-sponsored  “moving 
member”  service  also  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  through  this  resource.  The 
“moving  member”  program  assists 
United  Methodists  in  finding  new 
church  homes  in  the  communities 
to  which  they  move. 

An  update  on  the  activities  of  the 
committee  which  is .  revising  the 
Book  of  Worship  was  presented  in  a 
recent  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship  “Dateline”  newsletter.  The 
committee  is  working  diligently  on 
their  project  in  order  to  present  a  fi¬ 


nal  draft  of  the  revised  Book  of 
Worship  to  the  1992  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

Prayers  for  persons  with  terminal 
illnesses,  for  persons  in  a  coma  and 
for  persons  experiencing  pain  and 
brokenness  from  divorce,  addiction 
or  other  problems,  are  being  consid¬ 
ered  for  inclusion  in  the  revised 
Book  of  Worship. 

New  services  also  are  being  con¬ 
sidered.  A  healing  service  for  fam¬ 
ilies  mourning  a  miscarriage  and 
the  C.O.C.U.  (Consultation  on 
Church  Union)  communion  service 
already  have  been  approved.  The 
committee  has  decided  they  will  not 
include  in  this  resource  any  materi¬ 
als  that  require  permission  for  du¬ 
plication. 


Conference  Program,  Local  Churches 
Receive  Grant 


Louisiana  CrossLines,  the  Annual 
Conference’s  program  for  women 
and  children  in  poverty,  together 
with  an  interfaith  coalition  of 
churches  in  Oakdale,  Louisiana,  has 
received  a  grant  in  the  amount  of 
515,000  from  the  Public  Welfare 
Foundation.  Funding  obtained 
from  the  grant  will  benefit  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  caregivers  program 
for  the  poor,  isolated  elderly  and 
handicapped  individuals. 

As  a  response  to  a  community¬ 
wide  needs  assessment,  the 
churches,  led  by  United  Methodist 
Diaconal  Minister  Dr.  Norma  Garl- 
jngton,  decided  to  concentrate  its 
outreach  on  those  persons  whose 
physical  and  financial  indepen¬ 
dence  required  minimal,  though 
critical,  volunteer  support.  The  pro¬ 
gram  will  identify  people  in  want, 
determine  their  needs  (visitation, 
transportation,  home  repair,  assis¬ 
tance  with  Medicare  forms,  respite 
care,  food  or  utility  assistance,  etc.), 


At  the  Friday  night  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  God’s  grace  was  celebrated 
through  dance  and  through  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  music  that  represented  age 
and  cultural  diversity.  There  was 
also  dynamic  and  inspirational 
preaching,  challenging  teaching, 
and  the  call  for  mission  and  service 
into  our  communities  and  beyond. 


On  Sunday,  participants  broke 
bread  together  for  the  spiritual  jour¬ 
neys  ahead  and  for  journeys  back 
home,  where  with  new  enthusiasm 
and  a  new  sense  of  direction,  lay 
and  clergy  will  lead  our  churches  on 
the  path  of  renewal.  In  Louisiana, 
the  first  step  has  already  begun  with 
VISION  2000. 


Louisiana  participants  at  the  INTERNATIONAL  GATHERING 


Bishops'  Appeals  Respond 
to  Those  in  Need 


To  respond  to  the  critical  needs 
of  the  churches  and  those  living  in 
the  Philippines  and  Liberia,  two 
churchwide  bishops’  appeals  have 
been  recently  approved  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 
They  are  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for 
the  Philippine  Earthquake  and  the 
Bishops’  Appeal  for  the  Emergency 
in  Liberia.  This  is  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  church  that  two 
simultaneous  bishops'  appeals  have 
been  issued.  This  has  been  done  be¬ 
cause  the  needs  are  massive  in  both 
countries. 

The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
reported  recently  that  the  Philip¬ 
pine  Earthquake  left  over  1000  peo¬ 
ple  dead  and  many  more  injured 
and  homeless.  People  and  commu¬ 
nities  remain  separated  from  com¬ 
munications.  Of  special  interest  to 
those  of  us  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  is  the  fact  that  Rev.  Ray  Holt 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  from  Sul¬ 
phur,  served  as  missionaries  in  the 
area  which  was  so  severely  affected. 
Rev.  Holt  reported  that  the  Wesley¬ 
an  University  was  almost  totally  de¬ 
stroyed. 

The  people  of  Liberia  are  also  in 
critical  need  of  assistance.  Lifesav¬ 
ing  support  is  needed.  They  have 
been  in  a  war  since  December  1989. 
Many  are  feared  dead,  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  others  are  displaced,  hid¬ 
ing,  living  in  fear  or  seeking  refuge 
in  other  lands.  Because  congrega¬ 
tions  have  fled  and  pastors  and 
church  leaders  are  scattered,  The 


United  Methodist  Church  of  Libe¬ 
ria,  as  well  as  other  churches,  are  in 
great  need  of  lifesaving  support. 
Roads,  schools,  power  plants,  and 
transportation  and  communication 
systems  have  been  destroyed. 

In  Liberia,  the  emergency  appeal 
will  provide  relief  for  people  within 
Liberia  and  for  refugees,  particular¬ 
ly  those  in  West  African  host  com¬ 
munities,  and  will  aid  in  the  repair, 
rehabilitation  and  reconstruction  of 
churches,  church  property  and 
church  institutions.  In  the  Philip¬ 
pines,  the  emergency  appeal  will  as¬ 
sist  in  the  relief  and  rehabilitation 
needs  of  people  and  communities 
and  in  the  repair  and  reconstruction 
of  churches  and  church  property.  In 
both  appeals.  United  Methodist 
gifts  will  assist  not  only  United 
Methodist  congregations,  but  other 
churches  and  ecumenical  groups  as 
well. 

United  Methodists  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  share  in  their  concern  for 
these  two  areas  by  sending  their 
gifts  to  the  Bishops'  Emergency  Ap¬ 
peal  for  Liberia,  UMCOR  Advance 
150300-7,  and  to  the  Bishops’ 
Emergency  Appeal  for  the  Philip¬ 
pine  Earthquake,  UMCOR  Ad¬ 
vance  240225-1.  Checks  are  to  be 
made  payable  to  the  LOUISIANA 
ANNUAL  CONFERENCE,  identi¬ 
fying  the  Advance  Special  Number, 
and  sent  to  the  Conference  Treasur¬ 
er  at  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802. 


Special  Week  Begins  Celebration 


and  match  them  with  volunteers 
from  the  churches. 

Volunteers  will  be  trained  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  aging  process,  handi¬ 
capping  conditions  and  effects  of 
crisis  on  fixed  incomes.  In  addition, 
they  will  be  versed  in  the  various 
services  and  agencies  available  to 
people  in  need  so  that  they  may  re¬ 
fer  people  for  appropriate  assis¬ 
tance. 

There  are  over  fifty  Interfaith 
Volunteer  Caregivers  Programs  in 
operation  throughout  the  United 
States.  Each  program  begins  at  a 
grassroots  level  by  identifying  local 
needs  and  local  leadership.  The 
one-year  grant  from  the  Public  Wdl- 
fare  Foundation  will  be  used  to 
fund  a  staff  position  and  to  train 
volunteers  for  the  project. 

For  more  information  please  con¬ 
tact:  The  Rev.  Elizabeth  Irvine,  Di¬ 
rector,  Louisiana  CrossLines;  3175 
Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70805;  (504)  355-9472. 


Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  celebrate  its  Founder’s 
Day  with  a  week  of  activities. 

A  community  dinner  is  planned 
immediately  following  the  1 1  a.m. 
worship  service  on  November  18. 
The  meal  will  be  served  at  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  at  Southern  Univer¬ 
sity  at  1:30  p.m.  (prices  include  $8/ 
adult;  $4/child). 

A  Prayer  and  Commitment  Ser¬ 
vice  is  scheduled  at  the  church  on 
Monday,  November  1 9  at  7  p.m.  On 
November  21,  a  Musical  Extravagan¬ 
za  with  area  choirs  worshipping  in 
song  will  be  featured. 


Sunday,  November  25,  Bishop 
Melvin  Talbert,  San  Francisco  Area 
of  the  California-Nevada  Confer¬ 
ence,  will  be  the  guest  preacher  for 
the  1 1  a.m.  service.  He  will  preach 
on  the  theme:  Glorifying  Our  Lega¬ 
cy:  Commitment,  Dedication,  and 
Service.  All  of  Wesley’s  choirs  will 
provide  music  for  the  celebrations. 

This  special  week  begins  a  year¬ 
long  series  of  events  leading  to  the 
1991  Celebration  of  Wesley’s  125 
years  of  United  Methodist  history. 
Co-chairpersons  for  the  events  are  Dr. 
E.  C.  Harrison  and  Dr.  Bobby  Phills. 
Rev.  Freddie  C.  Henderson  is  pastor. 


In  Memoriam 


The  Rev.  William  M.  Finnin  Sr„  retired  minister,  died  November 
8,  1990.  The  funeral  service  was  held  November  10  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Amite.  Mr.  Finnin,  who  was  76  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Hazel  K.  Finnin. 

The  Rev.  Allen  E.  Myers,  retired  minister,  died  September  2,  1 990. 
Mr.  Myers  was  89  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Tammy  Milton,  wife  of  the  Rev.  William  S.  (Spillet)  Milton,  died 
November  10,  1990  at  the  age  of  51.  Services  were  held  November  12 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Crowley. 
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Editorial: 


Can  '12-step'  model  Kelp  church? 


A  noted  Episcopal  layman’s  re¬ 
cent  defense  of  “12-step”  methods 
for  treating  addiction  surely  will 
raise  some  Christian  eyebrows. 

Addressing  a  conference  on  addic¬ 
tion  problems  within  congregations, 
J.  Keith  Miller  compared  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  and  similar  1 2-step  pro¬ 
grams  to  early  Christianity. 

Mr.  Miller  is  the  author  of  nu¬ 
merous  books  on  Christian  renewal 
such  as  “A  Taste  of  New  Wine.” 

He  said  that  12-step  programs, 
which  help  countless  people  cope 
with  addictive  behavior,  operate  on 
biblical  principles  and  are  "very 
much  like  the  New  Testament 
church — no  paid  leaders,  no  mon¬ 
ey,  no  buildings,  no  evangelism  pro¬ 
gram  and  no  one  wants  to  join.” 

The  concept  of  a  “Higher  Power” 
in  which  such  programs  are  rooted 
is  not  explicitly  Christian,  he  stated. 
However,  he  said,  the  concept  is 
identical  to  God  as  revealed  in  the 
Bible  and  in  Jesus  Christ. 

We  believe  that  such  comments 
offer  a  constructive  insight  into  an 
endeavor  that  at  times  is  more  criti¬ 
cized  than  affirmed  by  Christians. 

Such  criticism  has  at  least  some 
justification.  For  example,  12-step 
programs  promote  mostly  beneficial 
ties  to  frequent  support  group  meet¬ 
ings.  Taken  to  extremes,  however, 
such  ties  can  become  a  “crutch”  that 
merely  substitutes  one  kind  of  de¬ 
pendence  for  another. 

Nevertheless,  comparing  12-step 
programs  to  basic  Christianity  is 
both  instructive  and  challenging. 

S  Their  acknowledgment  of  a 
“Higher  Power”  as  the  source  of 


human  meaning  and  fulfillment 
parallels,  if  not  duplicates,  Chris¬ 
tian  experience  of,  and  witness  to, 
life’s  spiritual  dimension. 

/  Insisting  upon  personal  confes¬ 
sion — “1  am  an  alcoholic,”  “I  am  a 
gambler,”  etc. — compels  a  direct  en¬ 
counter  with  one’s  brokenness — a 
necessary  experience,  as  Christians 
through  the  ages  have  found,  for  pro¬ 
moting  spiritual  and  physical  health. 

•f  Total  acceptance  of  all  who 
participate  in  the  12-step  approach, 
however  unacceptable  their  behavior 
may  be  to  others  and  to  themselves, 
provides  a  living  model  of  uncondi¬ 
tional  love  and  forgiveness — grace, 
in  traditional  Christian  terms. 

As  Christians,  we  should  learn 
from  others  whose  example  chal¬ 
lenges  us  to  examine  our  conduct  as 
the  community  of  faith.  Twelve-step 
programs  in  particular  exhibit  a 
“stripped  down”  Christianity  that 
reminds  us  of  our  oft-disregarded 
roots  as  a  supportive  but  demanding 
body  of  “forgiven  sinners.” 

For  United  Methodists,  those 
roots  include  our  heritage  of  “class 
meetings”  in  which  small  groups  of 
disciples  met  weekly  to  share  each 
other’s  concerns  and  to  uphold  ac¬ 
countability  to  Christian  norms. 

In  addition,  Bishop  Felton  E. 
May  recently  reminded  us  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  16)  of  the  need  for 
community-based  efforts  such  as 
12-step  programs  in  the  battle 
against  problems  of  addiction. 

We  should  encourage  and  sup¬ 
port  such  programs,  as  numerous 
congregations  do,  as  a  concrete  and 
effective  way  to  join  that  battle. 


Might  '12-step'  approaches,  such  as  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  to 
helping  people  cope  with  addictive  behavior  bear  an  instructive 
and  challenging  resemblance  to  early  Christianity? 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


What  a  rationalization  for  spending 


Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  Oct.  26  col¬ 
umn  headlined,  “Anatomy  of  a  hard 
moral  choice,”  represents  an  incredi¬ 
ble  rationalization  for  inappropriate 
spending  of  United  Methodist  funds. 

There  seems  to  be  some  move¬ 
ment  in  our  church  to  deify  Nelson 
Mandela.  The  man  we  are  talking 
about  here  is  a  man  who  was  im¬ 
prisoned  for  advocating  violent 
overthrow  of  his  government. 

His  wife  is  now  awaiting  trial  for 
something  akin  to  murder.  One  of 
her  most  recently  quoted  remarks 
was  “we  shall  win  our  cause  with  a 
matchbox,”  referring  to  a  common 
form  of  execution  among  blacks  by 
hanging  a  gasoline-filled  tire  around 
the  necks  of  victims  with  whom 
they  disagree  politically.  They  are 
then  burned  alive. 

Dr.  Dunnam  casually  mentions 
Mandela’s  chuminess  with  Fidel 
Castro  and  Moammar  Gadhafi  and 
explains  it  by  citing  gratitude  as  the 
compelling  reason.  I  am  not  sure 
how  effective  their  actions  were  or 
even  what  they  were. 

Mr.  Mandela  is  described  in  this 
article  as  “the  most  potent  symbol 
and  spokesperson  for  South  Africa’s 
black  majority.”  This  ignores  the 
leader  of  the  Zulus  of  Natal,  who 


represents  a  much  larger  segment  of 
blacks  and  with  whom  Mr.  Mandela 
has  repeatedly  refused  to  meet. 

Let’s  keep  our  funds  devoted  to 
more  appropriate  matters  and  cer¬ 
tainly  non-political  projects  that  we 
can  control.  Louis  Furen 

Fort  Myers,  Florida 

What  about  mission  funds? 

I  have  read  with  interest  Spur¬ 
geon  Dunnam’s  report  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
gifts  to  various  South  African 
groups  (see  UMR,  Oct.  26). 

A  staff  member  of  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  said  in  my  hearing 
this  past  week  that  the  board  had 
many  applications  for  people  to  serve 
as  mission  people,  but  that  it  just  did 
not  have  the  money  to  support  them. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  board 
has  unlimited  money  to  do  what  it 
wants  to  do,  judging  by  Dr.  Dun¬ 
nam’s  report. 

If  United  Methodist  Christians 
want  to  support  energetic  evangelis¬ 
tic  work  in  a  mission  area,  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  they  need  to  find  some 
agency  other  than  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Oyer  C.  Morgan 
East  Helena,  Montana 


Meeting  plan  incenses 

1  am  writing  as  one  incensed  over 
the  decision  to  have  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries  hold  its  next 
meeting  in  Europe  (see  UMR,  Oct. 
19  and  Nov.  9). 

There  is  no  way  that  I  as  one  who 
supports  the  mission  of  the  church 
can  accept  as  compatible  with  the 
work  of  the  church  the  waste  of 
$100,000  saved  from  the  1990  spring 
meeting  to  cover  this  excursion.  If 
there  is  an  extra  $  100,000  around  let 
it  be  sent  to  Mozambique  or  Liberia 
and  not  to  support  a  junket. 

The  concept  makes  no  sense.  The 
council  is  called  to  transact  business 
that  should  be  done  in  the  cheapest 
most  efficient  way  possible. 

What  makes  “United  Methodism’s 
chief  coordinating  agency”  think  it¬ 
self  responsible  in  the  use  of  our 
money  by  deciding  to  have  a  trip  to 
and  meeting  in  lavish  Zurich? 

It  would  be  far  better  to  do  some 
sensitive  reading  and  to  engage  in 
some  of  our  special  mission  trips  that 
are  sponsored  by  our  conferences,  in 
which  the  travelers  pay  for  them¬ 
selves  or  are  supported  in  some  ac¬ 
countable  system  involving  feedback. 

Let’s  pray  that  this  decision  is  re- 


UM  funds! 

scinded — especially  as  it  passed  by 
only  two  votes  and  in  opposition  to 
the  challenge  by  the  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Concerns  Committee. 

John  L.  Hudson 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Column  does  disservice 

Martha  D’Aquila  does  herself 
and  your  readers  a  disservice  by  re¬ 
sorting  to  name-calling  and  innuen¬ 
do  in  a  futile  attempt  to  discredit 
the  Institute  on  Religion  and  De¬ 
mocracy  (see  UMR,  Nov.  2). 

Countless  far  left  groups  such  as 
CISPES,  the  Christie  Institute  and 
the  Institute  for  Policy  Studies  have 
misused  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
our  mission  dollars  for  questionable 
political  purposes. 

Yet  Ms.  D’Aquila  labors  to  silence 
an  organization  that  receives  no 
church  grants  and  is  a  faithful  advo¬ 
cate  of  human  rights,  democratic  sys¬ 
tems  and  religious  freedom. 

Harold  Haskins 
Puyallup,  Washington 

Address  letters  for  publication  to 
"Letters  to  the  editor,"  United 
Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Faithfully  yours=  -  = 

Memorial  services,  not  funerals,  get  my  vote 


Here’s  my  vote  for  memorial  ser¬ 
vices  instead  of  funerals. 

This  comes 
from  recent  atten¬ 
dance  at  a  memo¬ 
rial  service  for  a 
woman  I’m  not 
sure  I  ever  met 
but  whom  I  knew 
of  through  her 
spouse,  a  longtime 
colleague  in  United  Methodist  jour- 


John  Lovelace 


nalism. 

She  was,  to  the  day,  exactly  one 
year  older  than  I.  She  finally  lost 
what  I  understand  was  a  brave,  two 
and  one-half  year  battle  with  cancer. 

In  printed  notes  distributed  with 


the  memorial  service  order  of  wor¬ 
ship,  her  husband  wrote,  “As  Su¬ 
zanne’s  life  departed  [one  week 
earlier  in  a  hospital]  a  glorious  sun¬ 
rise  was  witnessed  from  her  room. 
How  symbolic  of  one’s  earthly 
death  and  hope  of  Christian  resur¬ 
rection  and  eternal  life!” 

That  statement  and  its  availabil¬ 
ity  for  reading  by  all  who  attended 
the  memorial  service,  help  make 
my  point. 

Another  point  of  preference:  The 
service  was  held  in  the  family’s  lo¬ 
cal  church,  where  she  belonged  as 
much  in  death  as  in  life. 

Though  her  body  was  gone,  the  de¬ 
parted  was  there  among  us  in  spirit 


and  in  truth.  Loved  as  a  vocal  soloist, 
she  was  memorialized  even  in  the  or¬ 
gan  prelude,  a  moving,  wordless 
playing  of  the  beautiful  dual  solos  in 
Handel’s  “Messiah,”  the  comforting 
“He  shall  feed  his  flock  like  a  shep¬ 
herd,”  followed  by  the  uplifting 
“Come  unto  him,  all  ye  that  labor.” 

Strong  words  of  faith  in  God  and 
tribute  to  Suzanne  poured  forth  in¬ 
termixed  in  choir  anthem,  congre¬ 
gational  hymn  singing,  prayers  and 
tributes  for  the  next  45  minutes. 

The  closing  hymn,  “Joyful,  Joy¬ 
ful,  We  Adore  Thee”  sent  us  away 
. . .  how  can  one  say  it  better?  . . . 
indeed  joyful  and  fulfilled. 

There’s  a  decency  and  Christian 


civility  in  this  form  of  public  re¬ 
membrance  that  seems  right  to  me 
for  this  day  and  time.  I  know  other 
forms  have  their  advocates  and  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  I’ll  attend  funeral  ser¬ 
vices  as  invited  and  able. 

Nonetheless,  my  “vote”  still  goes 
to  the  kind  of  service  in  which  the 
deceased  is  evoked  rather  than  pre¬ 
sented,  celebrated  rather  than  cos- 
metologized. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Mr.  Lovelace  is  Managing  Editor  of 
the  Reporter. 
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(Last  week’s  answer  Mark  10:15) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  26 

Monday:  Psalms  23 
Tuesday:  Psalms  24 
Wednesday:  Ezekiel  34:1 1-16 
Thursday:  Ezekiel  34:20-24 
Friday:  Matthew  25:31-46 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  15:1-19 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  15:20-28 


My  wifnpcc 

What  would  Jesus  do 
with  extra  bedroom? 


By  JAMES  R.  HILL 

I  had  done  it  before,  but  not 
much.  Since  1  began  working  in  a 
church,  it  began  in  earnest.  People 
would  come  to  me  for  help.  I’d  talk. 
I’d  refer.  I’d  give.  I’d  do  what  1 
could.  But  I  often  knew  there  was 
more  that  was  needed.  They  didn’t 
have  it  and  no  agency  provided  it. 

So  what  could  I  do?  What  would 
Jesus  do? 

I  decided  that,  if  Jesus  had  a 
three-bedroom,  two-bathroom 
home  in  the  suburbs  and  one  bed¬ 
room  wasn’t  being  used  and  He 
thought  that  this  person  probably 
wouldn’t  slit  His  throat  at  night  and 
that  he  might  be  able  to  get  his  act 
together,  then  Jesus  would  invite 
him  to  come  home  and  stay  with 
Him  for  awhile.  So  I  did. 

It  grew.  I  have  had  dozens  of 
house  guests  for  a  total  of  thousands 
of  nights  of  lodging.  I  have  had  peo¬ 
ple  with  alcohol  problems,  drug 
problems,  mental  problems,  sexual 
orientation  problems  and  more.  I 
have  had  folks  on  probation  and  on 
parole.  I  have  had  convicted  felons, 
guys  on  the  lam,  and  folks  who 
would  go  on  to  commit  crimes.  I 
have  had  folks  with  athlete’s  foot, 
gonorrhea,  and  AIDS. 

I  had  more  colds,  worries 

As  a  result,  I  have  had  more  colds 
and  more  worries.  1  have  some¬ 
times  given  poorer  sermons  because 
of  the  load  at  home.  I  have  been 
threatened  with  being  fired. 

Nevertheless,  God  has  enabled 
me  to  be  an  agent  to  change  lives. 
Many  times.  Some  come  to  Christ. 
Some  don’t.  Some  become  func¬ 
tioning  members  of  society.  Some 
don’t.  All  are  helped. 

Troubled  people  don’t  just  need 
food  and  shelter.  They  need  hope. 
They  need  love,  which  can  only  be 
shown  by  long-term  caring.  They 
need  reasonably  healthy  models  of 
how  to  live.  They  need  Christ. 

What  would  happen  if  every 
United  Methodist  church  had  two 


"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 

readers  may  share 

meaningful  experi- 

ences  of  the  Chris-  £7 

tian  life.  The  Rev.  B 

lames  R.  Hill  is  min-  JW  . 

ister  of  First  United 

Highland,  Calif.  (California-Pacific  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My 
Witness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


or  three  families  who  were  willing 
to  take  in  someone  or  some  family? 
It  would  be  dynamite. 

But  it  wouldn’t  be  easy.  It  is  hard 
to  give  and  still  to  protect  the  digni¬ 
ty  of  the  other.  Hard,  but  not  im¬ 
possible.  It  is  difficult  to  know  how 
to  guide,  encourage,  correct.  It  is 
difficult,  but  you  can  learn  it. 

You  will  pray  more 

As  you  learn,  you  will  start  praying 
more  because  you  will  need  it.  If  you 
are  not  sure  you  can  help  a  particular 
person,  tell  them  that.  You  do  not 
have  to  make  them  out  as  bad  guys. 
You  are  just  too  weary  right  now  or 
you  are  just  too  broke  or  whatever. 

You  will  need  a  support  group  at 
church.  Ideally,  you  should  have  a 
small  group  into  which  it  would  be 
appropriate  to  invite  your  house 
guest.  He/she/they  will  need  other 
people  in  addition  to  you  for  mod¬ 
els  and  guidance. 

You  will  need  other  people  for 
moral  support.  You  might  try  sharing 
financial  responsibility,  but  that  is 
tricky.  Do  not  make  your  guest  an  ob¬ 
ject  or  merely  a  “case.”  If  she/he  isn’t 
human  to  you,  it  isn’t  going  to  work. 

There  are  people  who  are  alive, 
who  are  employed,  who  are  off 
drugs,  who  are  out  of  jail,  and  who 
are  in  Christ  who  would  not  other¬ 
wise  have  been. 

Go  for  it. 


What  others^ 

-  -  .  =are  saying 


“Right  now  we  [the  church]  have 
a  lot  of  generals  who  are  assuming 
they  are  leading  armies.  They’re 
not.  They  are  leading  camp  follow¬ 
ers.  Camp  followers  will  tag  along 
for  what’s  available.  It’s  the  armies 
that  do  the  fighting.  And  our  num¬ 
ber  of  camp  followers  has  become 
dangerously  out  of  proportion  to 
the  number  who  are  willing  to  do 
the  fighting.” 

— The  Rev.  David  Lowes  Watson, 
executive  director.  Covenant  Disci- 
pleship  and  Christian  Formation  Di¬ 
vision,  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship 
*  *  * 

“Jesus  is  the  Higher  Power  [re¬ 
ferred  to  in  ‘12-step’  treatment  pro¬ 
grams].  Jesus  is  loving  enough  and 
caring  enough  to  do  this  program 


anonymously.” 

— J.  Keith  Miller,  Episcopal  layman 
and  author 

*  *  * 

“Inquisitors  bum  books  in  vaiti. 
If  the  books  contain  anything  valid 
you  can  hear  them  laughing  in  the 
fire.” 

— Czechoslovakian  author  Bohumll 
Hrabal 

*  It  * 

“We  don’t  need  pious  proselytiz- 
ers  who  try  to  produce  converts  in 
their  own  image.  We  need  a  grow¬ 
ing  number  of  nonprofessional  truly 
committed  believers  who  will  invite 
persons  into  both  comfort  and  suf¬ 
fering  in  the  church.” 

— Retired  UM  Bishop  Leontine 
T.C.  Kelly 


This 

Christmas 9 
give 

somebody 
the  world 


Looking  for  a  Christian  alter¬ 
native  to  materialistic  Christ¬ 
mas  giving?  There's  one  gift 
that's  both  low-priced  and  will 
help  strengthen  all  of  Cod's 
people  through  the  power  of 
prayer. 

That  gift  is  the  1991  Prayer 
Calendar. 

What  they'll  get  when  you 
give  this  gift  to  family  or  friends 
is  a  worldwide  picture  of 
where  the  millions  United 
Methodists  spend  on  mission 


go.  All  the  mission  workers, 
their  addresses,  birthdays,  and 
their  programs.  No  other  pub¬ 
lication  gives  you  that  scope. 

What  they'll  get  are  suggest¬ 
ed  prayers  for  each  day  of  the 
year.  Plus  letters  from  our 
worldwide  mission.  Plus  sam¬ 
ple  prayers  around  the  world. 
Plus  Bible  readings. 

It's  even  a  gift  you  might 
want  to  make  to  yourself.  The 
power  of  your  prayers  is  the 
spiritual  undergirding  of  our 
church's  outreach. 


Order  your  gift  copies  of  the  Prayer  Calendar  (#1257)  @$5.00  plus  postage 
and  handling  charges,  from:  Service  Center,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  7820  Reading  Road/Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 
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Faith  in  the  world 


Faith 


watch 


INCREASED  VIOLATIONS:  viola¬ 
tions  of  human  rights  in  Peru  have  reached  cri¬ 
sis  proportions,  according  to  members  of  a 
World  Council  of  Churches  delegation  that  vis¬ 
ited  there  recently.  No  one  in  Peru  escapes  the 
violence  generated  by  10  years  of  civil  war  and 
a  disintegrated  economy,  said  the  Rev.  Newton 
Thurber,  a  former  National  Council  of 
Churches  executive  and  a  member  of  the  dele¬ 
gation  that  included  the  Rev.  Rolando  Villena, 
former  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Bo¬ 
livia.  Among  the  violations,  the  delegation  said, 
are  3,500  documented  cases  of  “disappeared" 
persons;  frequent  discovery  of  mass  graves;  and 
use  of  peasants  as  “cannon  fodder”  by  both 
sides. 

DOOMED  TO  FAIL:  William  J.  Ben¬ 
nett,  the  nation’s  first  drug  policy  director  who 
resigned  earlier  this  month,  was  doomed  to  fail, 
according  to  two  leading  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tors  on  the  front  line  of  the  anti-drug  war.  Mr. 
Bennett’s  “political  approach  to  a  spiritual 
problem,  drug  abuse”  contributed  in  large  mea¬ 
sure  to  the  failure  of  the  national  drug  office, 
said  the  Rev.  Cecil  Williams,  pastor  of  Glide 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  San 
Francisco.  The  Rev.  Andrew  Leigh  Gunn,  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Washington  and  a  spokesman  for  the  newly 
formed  Religious  Coalition  for  a  Moral  Drug 
Policy,  said  that  “the  crime  rate  has  gone  up 
and  (Mr.  Bennett’s)  policies  have  been  repres¬ 
sive  and  punitive  and  lacked  Christian  compas¬ 
sion  and  redemption.” 

LAWSUIT  SETTLED:  A  federal  racke¬ 
teering  lawsuit  brought  in  1989  against  a  Flori¬ 
da  anti-pornography  activist  by  Playboy  and 
Tour  other  plaintiffs,  including  Walden  Book 

■  Co.  and  the  American  Booksellers  Association, 
was  settled  out  of  court  Nov.  5  in  Tampa,  Fla. 
The  suit  charged  David  Caton  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Family  Association  with  extortion  and  rack¬ 
eteering  because  of  the  boycotts,  pickets  and 
letter  writing  campaigns  organized  against  Flor¬ 
ida  retailers  selling  what  Mr.  Caton  and  the 

:AFA  deem  pornographic.  Penthouse,  a  sixth 
^.plaintiff,  refused  to  enter  the  agreement  and  is 
moving  ahead  with  its  complaint. 

FINAL  SETTLEMENT:  Trustees  of 
United  Methodist-related  American  University 
:in  Washington  reportedly  have  agreed  to  pay 

■  more  than  $1  million  as  a  final  settlement  to 
-Richard  Berendzen,  who  resigned  in  April  as 
the  school’s  president  after  being  accused  of 
making  obscene  telephone  calls  from  his  office. 
He  pleaded  guilty  to  two  misdemeanor  counts 
and  was  placed  on  probation. 

GROUP  JOINS  SUIT:  The  American 
Family  Association’s  “Law  Center”  says  in  a 
press  release  that  it  will  defend  two  Massachu¬ 
setts  brothers  in  a  lawsuit  filed  against  them  be¬ 
cause  they  refused  to  rent  an  apartment  to  an 
unmarried  couple.  Paul  and  Ronald  Desilets 
said  they  refused  to  rent  to  the  couple  because 
of  their  Christian  beliefs.  The  state  filed  a  “mar¬ 
ital  status”  discrimination  suit  against  the  men. 
The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  executive  director  of  the  association, 
said  the  state  was  “attempting  to  violate  the 
First  Amendment  (religious  freedom)  rights  of 
these  two  Christians.” 

WOMEN  STOP  TITHES:  An  organi¬ 
zation  of  Seventh-day  Adventist  women  has 
called  on  church  members  to  stop  tithing  to  the 
church  because  of  its  refusal  to  ordain  women. 
Meeting  in  Redlands,  Calif.,  the  board  of  the 
Adventist  Women’s  Institute  announced  that  it 
was  setting  up  an  alternative  tithing  system  in  a 
special  escrow  account  for  Adventists  who  are 
angry  at  the  unequal  treatment  of  women  in  the 
church.  Fay  Blix  of  California,  the  former  chair¬ 
woman  of  the  institute,  said,  “We’ve  threatened 
this  for  a  long  time,  and  we  are  finally  realizing 
that  the  bottom  line  is  green.” 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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Earthquake  or  no,  they're  getting  ready 

UM  relief  agency ,  congregations  use  prediction  to  educate  on  disaster  preparedness 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 

When  the  staff  of  Broadway 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Pa¬ 
ducah,  Ky.,  began  preparing  for 
disaster  relief  ministries,  the  per¬ 
son  most  equipped  on  the  staff 
was  the  custodian. 

That’s  because  he  knew  how  to 
quickly  find  supplies,  where  dan¬ 
gerous  pipes  were  located,  and 
where  the  first  aid  kit  is  stored. 

But  all  that  has  changed,  said 
the  Rev.  C.  Wayne  Fesmire,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  Broadway  Church. 

“I’m  taking  this  Dec.  3  earth¬ 
quake  prediction  seriously,’  he 
said.  “We’ve  stockpiled  the 
church  food  pantry  and  have 
plenty  of  bottled  water  and  flash- 
lights.  All  of  our  staff  have 
learned  how  to  turn  off  gas 
equipment,  and  at  least  10  have 

Relief  agency 
gives  list  for 
preparedness 

Disaster  response  specialists 
for  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  give  this  advice  to 
help  local  churches  prepare  for  a 
major  disaster. 

■  Store  enough  supplies  to 
help  you  live  for  least  three 
weeks.  That  includes  water,  food, 
medicines,  and  money. 

■  Stabilize  hot  water  heaters 
and  secure  them  with  strappings. 
Keep  a  flashlight  on  hand  with 
batteries.  Keep  blankets  ready. 
Learn  how  to  turn  off  gas  pipes. 
Stay  out  of  stairwells  and  eleva¬ 
tors. 

■  Care  for  children  and  listen 
to  them.  Let  them  tell  their  own 
stories.  An  earthquake  can  have 
a  greater  effect  on  children  than 
adults.  Let  the  children  receive  a 
lot  of  comfort. 

■  Keep  close  contact  with  se¬ 
nior  adults — especially  those 
who  live  alone. 

—DENISE JOHNSON  STOVALL 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  Iven  Browning, 
a  New  Mexico  scientist  but  not  an 
earthquake  specialist,  has  predict¬ 
ed  an  earthquake  on  the  New  Ma¬ 
drid  fault  along  the  Mississippi 
River  around  Dec.  3. 


New  Madrid  Fault  Earthquake  Zones 

(Dotted  area  represents  outer  fringe  of  effects). 


been  trained  by  the  Red  Cross  to 
be  ready  for  a  disaster.” 

In  fact,  Mr.  Fesmire  says  “the 
concern  for  preparing  for  this 
Dec.  3  earthquake  has  been  close 
to  hysteria.” 

“When  you  ask  some  people 
where  they'll  be  on  Dec.  3,  many 
will  say  they  will  be  ‘out  of 
town.’  ”  he  said. 

Broadway  United  Methodist  is 
just  one  of  the  many  churches 
gearing  up  for  a  possible  earth¬ 
quake  on  Dec.  3. 

S.  Virginia  Miller  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  national  manager  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Reliefs  disaster  response  net¬ 
work,  said,  “If  a  catastrophic  di¬ 
saster  hits.  United  Methodist 
churches  are  probably  much  bet¬ 
ter  prepared  than  any  other 
group  to  furnish  pastoral  care 
and  mass  shelter.” 

Whether  the  earthquake  comes 
or  not  on  Dec.  3,  Ms.  Miller  be¬ 
lieves  “the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  be  ready.” 

Earthquake  predicted 

The  cause  for  all  the  alarm  is 
the  prediction  of  an  earthquake 
at  the  New  Madrid  fault  on  Dec. 
3.  The  New  Madrid  zone  is  sev¬ 
eral  smaller  faults  covering  an 
area  along  the  Mississippi  River. 

The  name  “New  Madrid 
Zone”  came  from  a  small  town 
in  Missouri  established  in  the 
early  1 800s.  Because  it  was  under 
Spanish  control,  it  was  named 
New  Madrid  to  please  the  King 
of  Spain. 

The  zone  includes  a  seven- 
state  area:  Arkansas,  Illinois,  In¬ 
diana,  Kentucky,  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  and  Tennessee. 

Officials  at  the  Center  for 
Earthquake  Research  and  Infor¬ 
mation  at  Memphis  (Tenn.)  State 
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This  map  shows  the  general  location  of  the  New  Madrid  Fault  earthquake  zones.  These  are  the 
zones  that  would  be  affected  if  a  prediction  of  a  Dec.  3  earthquake  proves  accurate.  The  earth¬ 
quake  zones  span  a  seven-state  area  including  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  and  Tennessee. 


University  say  “there  is  no  scien¬ 
tific  basis  for  the  Dec.  3  earth¬ 
quake  prediction"  and  “there  is 
no  scientific  basis  to  select  the 
New  Madrid  zone  from  other 
zones  for  an  earthquake.” 

They  say  the  track  record  of 
Iven  Browning — the  person  who 
made  the  prediction — did  not 
hold  up  under  scrutiny. 

Nevertheless,  “We’re  by  no 
means  telling  people  not  to  be 
prepared  for  an  earthquake,” 
said  Arch  Johnston,  director  of 
the  research  center  and  professor 
geophysics. 

“The  New  Madrid  area  has 
been  a  long-term  earthquake  haz¬ 
ard.  It  is  the  most  active  one  east 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  So  try¬ 
ing  to  be  prepared  in  a  single  day 
is  not  a  way  to  prepare  for  it,”  he 


said.  He  contends  that  people  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  zone  should  be  pre¬ 
pared  at  all  times. 

Specialists  are  prepared 

The  Rev.  Wayne  Jarvis  of  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock.  Ark.,  said  the  people  in 
eastern  Arkansas  have  taken  the 
earthquake  prediction  “very  seri¬ 
ously. 

“People  who  have  anything  to 
do  with  disaster  response  have 
used  this  to  get  people  educated 
and  ready,"  he  said. 

Mr.  Jarvis  has  done  eight 
workshops  so  far.  His  next  one  is 
planned  this  week  with  Susan 
Burgess  in  St.  Louis  for  Missouri 
East  conference. 

Director  of  the  North  Arkan¬ 
sas  Conference  council  on  minis¬ 
tries,  Mr.  Jarvis  is  also  one  of  the 


12  national  disaster  response 
specialists  for  UMCOR. 

“First,  we  talk  with  people 
about  disasters  in  three  phases: 
emergency,  relief,  and  recovery 
phase.  We  educate  people  about 
how  individuals  and  communi¬ 
ties  react  during  those  phases. 
We  also  tell  them  the  kinds  of 
things  to  look  for  and  what  re¬ 
sources  to  have  on  hand,  which 
personnel  needs  to  assist.” 

The  Rev.  William  T.  Buckner, 
pastor  of  St.  Andrew  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Nashville, 
said  his  disaster  relief  ministry 
has  focused  on  helping  children 
deal  with  trauma.  He  is  working 
with  the  Church  of  the  Brethren 
to  have  people  ready  to  go  in 
shelters  to  work  with  children. 


Bishops  seek  new  vision  of  truly  global  church 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— The 
Council  of  BishoDS  is  considering 


a  call  for  a  restructured  United 
Methodist  Church  that  would 
truly  embody  John  Wesley’s  vi¬ 
sion  of  “the  world  is  my  parish.” 


A  nine-member  bishops’  com¬ 
mittee  to  study  “the  global  na¬ 
ture  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church”  made  such  a  proposal  in 


Global  regions  would  aid  equality 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— Un¬ 
der  a  plan  to  value  “locality,  glo¬ 
bally  and  connectionality,"  the 
bishops’  committee  studying  the 
church’s  global  nature  proposes 
that  the  church  be  divided  into 
the  General  Conference,  the  Re¬ 
gional  Conference  and  the  Annu¬ 
al  Conference. 

■  General  Conference:  Much 
of  what  now  fills  a  General  Con¬ 
ference  session  would  be  handled 
in  Regional  Conference  sessions 
(see  below).  Agenda  would  be  lim¬ 
ited  to  dealing  with  “genuinely 
connectional"  items  such  as  the 
nature  of  ministry,  theological 
statements  and  expression  of 


world  mission.  Members  would  be 
equal  numbers  of  clergy  and  lay 
delegates  from  four  global  regions. 

■  Regional  Conference:  Re¬ 
gions  would  be  Africa,  Asia,  Eu¬ 
rope  and  North  America.  The 
church  would  be  organized  within 
each  region  to  carry  out  ministries 
appropriate  there.  Regional  Books 
of  Discipline  would  be  prepared 
on  such  matters  as  organization  of 
the  local  church,  cooperative  mis¬ 
sion  within  the  region,  whether  to 
have  agencies  paralleling  current 
boards  and  agencies,  and  setting  of 
appropriate  “fair  share"  appor¬ 
tionments  under  General  Confer¬ 
ence  guidelines. 

■  Annual  Conference:  Clergy 
and  lay  members  would  be  elect¬ 


ed  to  the  Regional  Conferences. 
Policy,  program  and  organiza¬ 
tion  would  be  governed  by  Re¬ 
gional  Conference  decisions.  As 
in  the  current  polity,  the  Annual 
Conference  would  remain  the  ba¬ 
sic  structure  of  the  church,  with 
similar  authority  and  responsi¬ 
bility  for  ministry,  administra¬ 
tion  and  program. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  is  en¬ 
visioned  as  continuing  to  be  a 
global  body  with  relationship  to 
the  General  Conference. 

A  "program/mission  agency" 
made  up  of  representatives  from 
the  regions  would  plan  and  coor¬ 
dinate  cooperative  global  mis¬ 
sion  in  the  denomination. 

—DON  DONATO 


its  report  at  the  bishops’  recent 
fall  meeting  in  Fort  Worth  (see 
UMR.  Nov.  16).  The  committee 
has  been  at  work  for  two  years. 

Three  major  findings  by  the 
bishops’  committee  sparked  the 
drive  to  develop  proposals  for  re¬ 
vamping  The  United  Methodist 
Church  structure: 

■  Perceptions  and  practices,  in¬ 
cluding  parts  of  The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,  the  church’s  book  of  laws, 
cause  the  denomination  to  operate 
as  if  it  were  merely  a  U.S.  church 
rather  than  a  global  church. 

■  Many  United  Methodists  in 
the  so-called  “central  confer¬ 
ences"  located  outside  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  feel  like  second-class 
citizens  of  the  denomination  be¬ 
cause  of  such  practices  as  “invit¬ 
ing”  them  to  attend  events  as 
though  they  were  not  full  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church,  and  not  allow¬ 
ing  them  to  participate  in  the 
financial  support  of  the  church 
by  paying  apportionments. 


■  Many  leaders  of  autonomous 
Methodist  churches  in  countries 
outside  the  United  States  told  the 
committee  that  they  would  prefer 
to  be  United  Methodists  if  they 
could  link  up  and  still  maintain 
their  regional  and  cultural  expres¬ 
sions  of  Wesleyan  Methodism. 

Bishop  Benjamin  R.  Oliphint 
(Houston  Area),  committee  chair, 
stressed  that  the  Fort  Worth  re¬ 
port  was  preliminary. 

However,  Bishop  Oliphint  told 
the  Reporter  that  he  believes  the 
bishops  as  a  group  are  in  general 
agreement  about  the  need  for  a 
new  approach  in  the  church. 

The  committee  to  study  the 
global  nature  of  United  Method¬ 
ism  is  “trying  to  create  a  new  vi¬ 
sion  for  our  church  in  a  new 
century,”  Bishop  Oliphint  said. 

He  added  that  the  committee 
found  Methodists  hold  basic  be¬ 
liefs  which  do  not  change.  How¬ 
ever,  cultural  ways  of  expressing 
those  beliefs  differ,  he  noted. 


UMR  staffers  win  top  UM  writing  prize ,  7  other  awards 


Concerned  About' 
The  Condition 
Of  Your  Stained 
Glass,  Wood,  Mortar 
3*  Stone  Or  Slate? 

Do  you  need  someone  you 
can  truly  trust?  Do  yoi 
a  Craftsman? 

1-800-232-1395 

Call  for  an  appraisal 
or  if  you  just  need 
information  request 
our  booklet"How  To 
Restore  &  Protect 
Stained  Class." 

326  North 


SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  national  editorial  staff  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  have 
won  the  top  writing  award  among 
United  Methodist  communicators 
for  the  second  consecutive  year. 

Associate  Editors  Cynthia  B.  As- 
tle  and  Don  Donato  share  this 
year’s  Donn  Doten  Award  for  Ex¬ 
cellence  in  Writing,  presented  annu¬ 
ally  by  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators. 

They  were  honored  for  “Special 
Report:  Church  Health  Care  Cost 
Crisis,”  which  chronicled  the  im- 


ClASSIFIED 


WANTED:  PART-TIME/FULL-TIME  Clwral  D- 
rector.  Send  resumes  to:  handley  United  Methodist 
Church,  2929  Forest,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76112. 
Phone  (817)  451-4321.  Salary  negotiable.  Begin  1/ 


DIRECTOR  OF  URBAN  MINISTRIES  for  the 

United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  Open 
to  qualified/motivated  clergy  or  lay  persons.  Active 
member  in  local  United  Methodist  Church.  Experi¬ 
ence  in  Urban  problems/solutions  in  large  metro 
area  necessary.  Competence  in  working  with  racial 
ethnic,  religious,  and  secular  segments.  Inquiries  to: 
Search  Committee,  New  Orleans  District,  3401  Ca- 
nal  Street,  New  Orleans.  LA  70119. 


BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS!  New  and 

used —  Champion.  Call:  American  TransCoach  to¬ 
day.^  17)  4584844. 


pact  of  rapidly  rising  health  insur¬ 
ance  costs  on  the  mission  and 
ministry  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  (see  UMR,  May  25). 

An  editorial,  “A  crisis  we  cannot 
duck,”  which  accompanied  that  re¬ 
port,  earned  an  award  of  merit  in 
editorial  writing  for  Associate  Edi¬ 
tor  Stephen  L.  Swecker  and  Editor 
and  Chief  Executive  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III. 

This  is  the  second  consecutive 
year  that  UMR  staffers  have  earned 
the  top  writing  prize.  Ms.  Astle  won 
the  1989  writing  honor  for  her  se¬ 
ries  on  the  church  and  ministry  to 
people  with  mental  retardation. 

Reporter  staff  received  six  other 
awards  of  merit  in  the  1 990  compe¬ 
tition,  which  posted  a  record  299 
entries. 

Writing  awards  of  merit  went  to 
Associate  Editor  Denise  Johnson  Sto¬ 
vall,  Ms.  Astle  and  former  associate 
editor  Glen  Larum  for  their  news  cov¬ 
erage  of  Hurricane  Hugo  in  1989,  and 
to  Ms.  Astle  for  a  feature,  “Dog-eared 
Bible  leads  to  grief,  grace.” 

Mr.  Swecker  received  an  award  of 


merit  in  the  human-interest  photog¬ 
raphy  category  for  his  photograph 
of  an  East  German  soldier  peering 
through  newly  made  holes  in  the 
Berlin  Wall. 

Tom  A.  Gibson,  director  of  the 
Reporter’s  in-house  advertising 
agency.  Mission  Communications, 
won  two  awards  of  merit:  layout  and 
design  for  communications  for  Me¬ 
lissa  Christian  Church  of  Melissa, 
Texas;  and  general  excellence  for  the 
artwork,  “The  World  Is  My  Parish.” 

The  triple-faceted  globe  of  “The 
World  Is  My  Parish”  has  been  adopt¬ 
ed  as  the  Reporter's  corporate  logo. 

Z.  Susanne  Aikman,  Mission 
Communications’  associate  direc¬ 
tor,  shares  an  award  of  merit  with 
Mr.  Gibson  for  “Prepare  Ye  the 
Way,"  a  mission  promotion  for  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

Among  other  merit  awards,  edi¬ 
tor  Jean  Noren  was  honored  for  lay¬ 
out  and  design  of  the  Minnesota 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

Southern  New  England  confer¬ 
ence  editor  Ann  Greene  Whiting 
earned  the  Robert  F.  Storey  Award 


This  artwork  by  Tom  Gibson  of  Mission  Communications,  the  Re- 
porter  s  in-house  advertising  agency,  earned  an  award  of  merit 
from  the  United  Methodist  Association  of  Communicators. 

for  Excellence  in  Newspapers  for 
“Zion’s  Herald,”  a  monthly  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  Boston  episcopal  area. 

Chosen  1990  Communicator  of 


the  Year  was  the  Rev.  Elizabeth  B. 
Beams  Johnston  of  Omaha,  Neb. 


Ms.  Beams  was  an  early  contributor 
to  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  weekly  televi¬ 
sion  program,  and  currently  writes, 
directs  and  produces  religion  news 
for  broadcast  in  Nebraska. 
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Faith 

= connections 

DEATH  PENALTY:  The  1990s  should 
be  made  a  decade  of  “repentance,  regeneration 
and  renewed  action”  by  the 
religious  community  against 
the  “national  problem  of  le¬ 
galized  killing,"  a  leading 
United  Methodist  civil  rights 
advocate  said  recently.  “Our 
nation  ought  to  declare  a 
moratorium  on  killing  to 
stop  killing  while  we  seek  al¬ 
ternatives,”  the  Rev.  Joseph 
E.  Lowery  said  during  a  worship  service  in  the 
United  Methodist  Building,  opening  a  "day  of 
advocacy  and  witness”  against  capital  punish¬ 
ment.  Dr.  Lowery,  pastor  of  Cascade  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta,  is  president  of  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership  Conference.  The 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
was  one  of  1 6  religious  and  civil  rights  organiza¬ 
tions  sponsoring  the  “day  of  advocacy.”  The 
United  Methodist  Social  Principles  put  the 
church  on  record  against  capital  punishment 
and  urges  its  elimination  from  all  criminal 
codes. 

GROUPS  COOPERATE:  Leaders  of 

five  initiatives  advocating  inclusion  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians  in  mainstream  religious  denomina¬ 
tions.  including  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
met  for  the  first  time  recently  in  Chicago.  They 
decided  to  cooperate  on:  development  of  educa¬ 
tional  materials  for  congregations;  designation 
of  an  interdenominational  “Reconciling  Day  of 
Worship”;  collaboration  on  “Open  Hands,"  a 
Reconciling  Congregation  Program  publication; 
organization  of  a  national  assembly  of  local 
churches  that  officially  welcome  lesbians  and 
gay  men. 

BISHOP  TO  SPEAK:  Bishop  Edsel 

Ammons  (Ohio  West  Area)  will  deliver  the 
Founder’s  Day  sermon  during  Gammon  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary’s  “Inaugu¬ 
ral  Event”  Dec.  4-6  in 
Atlanta.  The  three-day  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  the  first  time 
the  United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  seminary  has  combined 
Founder’s  activities  with  its 
annual  Thirkield-Jones  lec¬ 
ture  series.  Other  speakers 
will  include  Dr.  Samuel  Du¬ 
bois  Cook,  president  of  Dillard  University  in 
New  Orleans,  who  will  deliver  the  lectures;  and 
the  Hon.  Max  Cieland,  Georgia  Secretary  of 
State. 


Edsel  Ammons 


Class  leaders  to  reappear  in  churches 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 

Associate  Editor 


pastors  and  lay  leaders  support 
members  of  a  congregation  in  the 
basics  of  Christian  discipleship. 


FORT  WORTH— Have  you 
ever  wished  you  knew  more  about 
how  to  live  every  day  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian?  Soon  your  church  may  have 
someone  to  help  you:  a  class  leader. 

Plans  for  developing  class  lead¬ 
ers  in  local  congregations  were 
announced  by  the  Rev.  David 
Lowes  Watson  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Dr.  Watson  heads  the  Covenant 
Discipleship  and  Christian  For¬ 
mation  division. 

Not  like  teachers 

Class  leaders  are  not  Sunday 
school  teachers,  explained  Dr. 
Watson,  but  people  appointed  by 
the  pastor  and  approved  by 
Charge  Conference  vote  to  help 


The  office  of  class  leader  is  not 
something  new,  he  continued. 
Rather,  it  recovers  a  Methodist 
tradition  that  started  with  John 
Wesley. 

Wesley  encouraged  small  class 
meetings  of  people  who  met  each 
week  to  evaluate  how  they  were 
living  out  their  faith.  Each  class 
had  a  class  leader. 

Today’s  class  leaders  will  en¬ 
courage  congregation  members 
to  follow  what  Dr.  Watson  calls 
the  “general  rule  of  disciple¬ 
ship”:  “To  follow  the  teachings 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  world 
through  acts  of  worship,  compas¬ 
sion,  justice  and  devotion  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

In  this  way,  he  said,  “We  fol¬ 


low  the  teachings  of  Jesus  in  a 
balanced  way.” 

Examples  offered 

Dr.  Watson  said  that  examples 
of  acts  of  devotion  are  prayer 
and  Bible  study.  Compassion  is 
helping  your  neighbor — hands- 
on  ministry.  Acts  of  justice  ad¬ 
dress  the  larger  issue  of  why 
people  are  in  need  in  the  first 
place,  he  continued. 

“By  not  holding  these  acts  in 
balance,”  Dr.  Watson  said,  “we 
can  very  easily  become  polarized 
in  our  acts  of  discipleship.” 

He  said  many  people  confuse 
the  word  discipleship  with  the 
salvation  that  comes  from  Jesus 
Christ.  They  are  not  the  same 
thing,  he  said. 

“Salvation  is  what  Jesus  does 
for  us,”  he  said.  “Now  we  have 


to  accept  it.  But  discipleship  is 
what  we  do  with  our  lives  once 
we  have  accepted  salvation.” 

Dr.  Watson  said  he  expects 
class  leaders  to  emerge  from 
Covenant  Discipleship  groups  al¬ 
ready  operating  in  many  United 
Methodist  congregations.  Cove¬ 
nant  Discipleship  groups  are 
small  gatherings  of  five  to  seven 
people  meeting  weekly  to  "test” 
one  another’s  discipleship. 

Potential  leaders  identified 

“The  people  who  are  going  to 
lead  us  in  discipleship  are  the 
ones  who  have  taken  the  steps  to 
be  accountable  for  their  own,”  he 
said. 

Each  congregation  could  have 
several  class  leaders,  each  re¬ 
sponsible  for  1 5  or  20  people. 

Class  leaders  have  always  been  a 
part  of  the  Korean  tradition  of  the 


United  Methodist  church,  Dr. 
Watson  noted.  Some  African- 
American  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  likewise  have 
maintained  class  leaders,  he  added. 

A  pilot  seminar  will  be  helc 
May  1 5-19  in  Nashville.  The  semi¬ 
nar  will  conclude  with  a  live  90- 
minute  teleconference  at  6:30  p.m. 
CST  May  1 9  to  introduce  the  con¬ 
cept  nationwide.  Viewers  will  be 
able  to  call  program  participants 
while  they  are  on  the  air  to  ask 
questions  about  the  program. 

“The  class  leader  will  be  the 
most  significant  development  for 
the  church  in  the  next  quadrenni- 
um,”  said  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones, 
Discipleship’s  chief  executive. 

“It  goes  back  to  the  roots  of 
Wesley.  It  gives  laity  spiritual 
leadership  in  the  church  as  well 
as  administrative  leadership.” 


European  churches  struggle  with  freedom 


REPORTER  STAff  PHOTO  BV  DON  DONATO 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas — Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter  (Central  and 
Southern  Europe  Area)  (left)  discusses  actions  during  the  fall 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  with  Bish¬ 
op  Emerito  P.  Nacpil  (Manila  Area)  recently  in  Fort  Worth. 
Bishop  Bolleter  said  the  European  church  faces  challenges 
anew. 


Bishop  says  common  enemy ,  'the  state /  is  gone 
and  churches  need  to  find  new  ways  to  connect 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— A 
year  ago  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops,  gathered  in 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  watched 
on  television  as  a  breath  of  free¬ 
dom  ruffled  the  hair  of  the  old 
guard  in  Eastern  Europe. 

That  breeze  then  became  a  gale 
and  blew  down  the  Berlin  Wall 
and  regime  after  regime  across 
Europe. 

In  time  it  became  clear  that  the 
pro-reform  stance  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  had  fanned  that 
breeze  of  change. 

Last  week  at  the  Fort  Worth 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  Bishop  Heinrich  Bolleter 
(Central  and  Southern  Europe 
Area)  reflected  on  the  stresses 
those  changes  have  put  on  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Eu¬ 
rope. 


“The  first  enthusiasm  is  over 
about  the  new  openness  and  all 
the  new  possibilities,”  Bishop 
Bolleter  said. 

“The  central  conferences — 
such  as  Poland  and  Germany — 
got  together  in  the  past  because 
they  had  a  common  enemy  . . . 
the  state. 

"But  now,  they  need  to  find 
common  ground  in  a  new  diver¬ 
sity  of  ideas,  and  it  is  not  so  easy. 
They  need  to  work  together  in 
the  connection,  and  this  is  very 
difficult,”  he  said. 

“Some  are  even  saying,  ‘Leave 
us  alone,  let  us  be  autonomous, 
now  we’re  free  to  do  whatever  we 
want.’  And  they’re  ignoring  the 
connection  of  all  the  other  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  not  only  in  Europe 
but  in  the  rest  of  the  world,  as 
well,”  Bishop  Bolleter  said. 

He  said  that  as  a  bishop  his 
task  was  “difficult  because  I 
must  help  people  to  find  those 


new  ways  of  being,  while  helping 
them  to  understand  how  impor¬ 
tant  it  is  for  us  all  to  gain  the 
strength  of  working  together 
through  the  common  goals  of  the 
connection." 

The  bishop  said,  “I  cannot 
make  the  decisions  for  the  peo¬ 
ple.  They  need  to  do  that  for 
themselves. 

“I  can  only  affirm  what  I  see  as 
correct  and  helpful  decisions; 
and  I  must  ask  them  to  begin 
afresh  when  it  seems  they  have 
gone  astray  from  the  ministry 
proposed  through  the  connec¬ 
tion.” 

He  said  there  is  clearly  a  dy¬ 
namic  tension  among  United 
Methodist  Christians  in  Central 
and  Southern  Europe. 

Those  Christians  are  strug¬ 
gling,  he  said,  to  learn  how  to 
use,  without  again  losing,  that 
which  has  not  been  experienced 
there  for  a  generation — freedom. 


Ibols  may  be  different  today,  but  the  need  to 
harvest  remains  the  same. 

lb  gather  for  the  kingdom  takes  a  clear, 
understandable  word.  That's  why  today's  Bible 
readers  prize  the  accurate,  understandable 
words  of  the  New'  International  Version. 

Open  an  NIV  Bible  and  you'll  see  how  it 
separates  the  wheat  from  the  chaff,  cutting 
through  outdated  words  and  obscure  mean¬ 
ings  of  older  tensions. 

The  NIV  translation  team  began  with  a 
fresh  look  at  the  oldest,  most  accurate  texts 
available.  Their  10  years  of  work  allow  you  to 
harvest  the  Bible's  truth  more  easily. 

And  that  has  made  the  NIV  the  ideal  Bible  for 
anyone  new  to  God's  Word,  young  or  old.  Small 
wonder  that  more  than  60  million  copies  have 
been  distributed  the  world  over.  Or  that  more 
than  20  denominations  recommend  the  NIV. 

Whether  you  want  a  Bible  for  yourself  or 
someone  you  know,  you'll  reap  more  abun¬ 
dantly  with  a  New  International  Version  edition. 

The  New  International  Version  is  published 
by  Zondervan  and  sponsored  by  the  Inter¬ 
national  Bible  Society.  The  international  Bible 
Society  is  a  1 8 1  -year  old  evangelical  mission 
that  distributes  scriptures  for  evangelism, 
reaping  a  worldw  ide  harvest. 

For  the  Consumer's  Guide  to  Bible 
Translations,  write  International  Bible  Society, 
Dept.  UM.  P.0.  Box  62970.  Colorado  Springs, 
CO  80962-2970.  or  ^all  (800)  524- 1 588. 
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Reporter  governance  revised 

Diversified  ministries  reflected  in  organizational  structure 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

DALLAS — A  revised  organiza¬ 
tional  structure  for  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  that  reflects  its 
evolution  as  a  newspaper  augment¬ 
ed  by  diversified  communications 
ministries  was  adopted  by  the 
UMR  Governing  Board  at  its  annu¬ 
al  meeting  Nov.  14-16. 

The  new  structure  is  the  result  of 
a  yearlong  study  authorized  by  the 
Governing  Board  in  1989  to  re¬ 
spond  to  the  organization’s  chang¬ 
ing  needs. 

New  mission  statement 

A  new  mission  statement  also  was 
adopted:  “The  United  Methodist 
Reporter’s  mission  is  to  tell  the 
Church’s  story  and  to  help  others 
tell  that  story.” 

Greater  involvement  by  the  42- 
member  Governing  Board  in  accom¬ 
plishing  the  Reporter’s  mission  is 
reflected  in  the  creation  of  five  com¬ 
mittees  charged  with  policy  review: 
personnel;  operations  and  finance; 
mission,  structure  and  governance; 
long-range  planning;  and  recruit¬ 
ment,  recognition  and  nominations. 

Steps  also  were  taken  to  create 
more  interaction  between  the  Gov¬ 
erning  Board  and  the  trustees  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  Foun¬ 
dation. 

Mrs.  Hazel  Mickelson  of  Santa 
Fe,  N.M.,  a  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  who  serves  on  the  UMR 
Foundation  board,  was  elected  to 
represent  the  UMR  Foundation  on 
the  Governing  Board  and  its  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee. 

Management  streamlined 

Also  approved  was  a  streamlined 
management  structure. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
111,  now  in  his  21st  year  as  the  Re¬ 
porter's  Editor-General  Manager, 
was  given  the  revised  title  of  “Edi¬ 
tor  and  Chief  Executive.” 

Assisting  Dr.  Dunnam  with  the 
Reporter's  general  management  is  a 
six-person  executive  team. 

The  Rev.  Daniel  J.  Louis,  previ¬ 
ously  Director  of  Operations,  was 
given  the  revised  title  of  General 
Manager. 


New  mission 
statement: 

" The  United 
Methodist  Reporter's 
mission  is  to  tell  the 
Church's  story  and  to 
help  others  tell  that 
story." 

Adopted  last  week 


Douglas  F.  Cannon,  an  associate 
editor  since  1984,  has  been  named 
to  the  newly  created  position  of  Di¬ 
rector  of  Church  Relations  and  Ser¬ 
vices. 

Mr.  Cannon,  a  United  Methodist 
layman,  will  coordinate  a  division 
that  includes  the  Reporter’s  market¬ 
ing  and  media  relations  depart¬ 
ments;  Mission  Communications, 
UMR’s  in-house  advertising  agen¬ 
cy;  and  the  UMR  Institute  for 
Church  Communications,  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  training  arm. 

Other  members  of  the  executive 
team  are  Managing  Editor  John  A. 
Lovelace,  Comptroller  Richard 
Beaty,  the  Rev.  Stephen  L.  Swecker, 
Faith  Forum  editor,  and  the  Rev. 
Richard  P.  Stark,  Executive  Assis¬ 
tant  to  the  Editor  and  Chief  Execu¬ 
tive. 

'Fundamental  health' 

The  strengthening  of  UMR’s 
Governing  Board  and  the  consoli¬ 
dation  of  internal  staff  structure 
were  two  “signs  of  fundamental 
health”  noted  by  Dr.  Dunnam  in 
his  annual  report  to  the  board. 

He  also  cited  significant  progress 
in  UMR’s  development  efforts  with 
two  major  gifts  received  so  far  this 
year  and  continued  expansion  of 
the  UMR  Foundation  Board  of 
Trustees. 

“This  largely  lay  board  now  num¬ 
bers  25  persons — most  of  whom  are 
successful  business  people.  It  is  a 
significant  new  source  of  strength 
and  encouragement  that  supports 


the  total  UMR  enterprise,”  Dr. 
Dunnam  said. 

With  this  year’s  two  major  gifts, 
more  than  $2  million  has  been 
raised  toward  the  $4  million  needed 
to  construct  a  new  UMR  Commu¬ 
nications  Center. 

New  publication  affirmed 

The  UMR  Governing  Board  also 
affirmed  the  creation  of  a  new 
monthly  publication.  The  United 
Methodist  Record. 

The  new  publication  will  be  of¬ 
fered  to  annual  conferences  that  do 
not  now  publish  editions  of  the  Re¬ 
porter  or  its  bi-weekly  version,  The 
United  Methodist  Review. 

The  Record  is  expected  to  begin 
publication  in  early  1991. 

The  board  approved  annual  bud¬ 
gets  for  1991  totaling  more  than  $8 
million  and  heard  reports  of  an  in¬ 
crease  in  circulation  during  1990 
coupled  with  concern  about  an  in¬ 
crease  in  postal  rates  during  1991. 

The  Governing  Board  applauded 
the  leadership  of  its  chair,  the  Rev. 
Lycurgus  M.  Starkey  Jr.  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  Dr.  Starkey  oversaw  the 
yearlong  study  that  led  to  the  re¬ 
structuring.  He  will  begin  his  fourth 
year  as  chair  in  1991. 

'Headliners'  named 

The  board  also  voted  to  honor  six 
people  as  “UMR  Headliners”  for 
their  extraordinary  support  of 
church-related  communications  in 
general  and  the  Reporter  in  particu¬ 
lar.  They  are: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  M.  Bruce, 
lay  members  of  Lake  Highlands 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dal¬ 
las; 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton 
E.  May  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.  who  has 
headed  a  yearlong  initiative  against 
drug  abuse  in  Washington; 

Dr.  James  W.  Moore,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston; 

The  Rev.  Donald  Padgett,  district 
superintendent  in  Deland,  Fla.; 

The  Rev.  Don  Sperber,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Golden,  Colo.;  and 

Bettie  Story  of  Bloomington,  Ill., 
editor  of  the  Reporter’s  Central  Illi¬ 
nois  Conference  edition. 
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Advent  I: 
Hope 


Recently,  while  on  a  Shepherd's  Visit  to  Monroe,  Marilyn  and  I  be¬ 
gan  our  day  by  riding  with  Byrl  and  Martha  Moreland  to  the  far  north 
end  of  the  Monroe  District  where  Byrl  serves  as  District  Superinten¬ 
dent. 

We  first  went  to  Bartholomew  Church  to  dedicate  a  new  fellowship 
hall.  Bartholomew  is  one  of  the  oldest  churches  in  our  Conference.  It 
began  as  a  small  Methodist  Society  in  1796  while  George  Washington 
was  still  alive.  The  old  church  is  listed  as  a  historic  site  of  Method¬ 
ism.  Just  behind  the  church  they  have  built  and  paid  for  a  new  fellow¬ 
ship  hall.  I  asked  one  of  the  older  members  why  they  had  done  this. 
His  answer:  “For  our  children.” 

Children  and  hope  go  together.  Christmas  and  wide-eyed  wonder¬ 
ment  meet  in  children’s  faces  all  around  the  world.  But  true  hope  is 
always  deeper  and  more  enduring  than  simple  optimism.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  part  of  a  poem  by  Reinhild  Traitler  of  Switzerland.  It  contains 
an  important  word  about  hope  and  our  Christian  witness: 

Children  of  the  world,  my  children  too. 

I  am  sad  because  you  tell  us 

that  we  have  ruined  the  world  for  you. 

That  there  will  not  be  a  house  of  tomorrow 
where  you  will  have  to  deal  with  the  consequences 
of  our  carelessness  and  greed. 

You  will  have  to  pay  for  debts 
you  have  not  made. 

And  yet,  we  wanted  so  much  to  give  you  a  better  life 
than  what  we  have. 

You  are  asking  us  now 
what  is  better f 

I  fight  because  I  care 

and  /  know  that  I  am  not  alone 

to  struggle  that  the  world  may  become 

a  kinder  place  to  live  in. 

We  are  many,  men  and  women, 

we  take  the  thread  of  hope  and  resistance 

from  those  who  have  lived  before  us 

who  walked  in  faith  and  humility  behind  our  God 

who  died  so  that  others  may  live. 

We  continue  where  they  had  to  leave 
we  toil  that  the  dreams  may  not  be  forgotten. 

We  will  do  our  best  to  leave  you  a  world 
where  you  still  can  live. 

But  we  also  leave  you 

the  privilege  of  struggling 

to  make  it  better,  to  undo  our  mistakes. 

From  generation  to  generation 
in  faith  we  continue  to  struggle  and  hope. 


O 


William  B.  Oden,  bishop 
Donald  C.  Cottrill,  council  director-editor 
Sarah  S.  kreutziger.  Director  of  C  ommunications 
Judy  Palermo,  editorial  assistant 
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Louisiana  Churches  at  Advent:  A  Gathering 

in  and  a  Reaching  Out 


The  Christmas  season  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  reflects  the  paradoxical  nature 
of  faith:  the  gathering  together  of 
God’s  people  in  order  to  scatter  His 
love  throughout  the  community.  All 
over  the  Conference,  local  church 
members  are  joining  together  dur¬ 
ing  Advent  in  joyful  celebration  as 
they  reach  out  to  the  needed  and 
needy  in  their  neighborhoods. 

Traditional  “gathering  in”  cele¬ 
brations  for  most  churches  include 
United  Methodist  Women’s  teas, 
church-wide  Christmas  family- 
nights,  Christmas-Eve  services, 
Christmas  plays  and  pageants, 
“hanging  of  the  greens,”  musical 
cantatas  and  other  specials,  and  ec¬ 
umenical  worship  services. 

Several  churches,  however,  have 
established  innovative  variations 
around  these  special  Advent  tradi¬ 
tions.  At  the  Blackwater  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baker,  the 
Reverend  Larry  Stafford  has  asked 
members  to  submit  Advent  Devo- 
tionals  to  share  with  the  rest  of  the 
congregation. 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge,  where  the  Rever¬ 
end  Chris  Andrews  is  senior  minis¬ 
ter,  makes  Advent  Wreath  kits 
available  for  families  to  use  in  the 
homes.  Likewise,  Munholland 


United  Methodist  Church  in  Me¬ 
tairie  where  the  Reverend  Bobby 
Potter  is  the  senior  minister,  is  pro¬ 
viding  Advent  chains  to  help  chil¬ 
dren  count  the  days  in  Advent  as 
well  as  an  “  I  Love  to  Tell  the  Sto¬ 
ry”  yearly  calendar  which  highlights 
the  Christian  celebrations  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Bossier  City, where  the  Reverend 
John  Lee  is  pastor,  plans  to  high¬ 
light  three  Bell  Choirs  along  with 
its  eight  other  choirs  during  Ad¬ 
vent.  On  the  third  Sunday  of  the 
Season,  the  adults  and  youth  choirs 
will  be  combined  for  a  Christmas 
Cantata  under  the  direction  of 
Sidney  Montegudo. 

The  Provencal-Weaver  Charge, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Reverend 
Abe  Corierly,  holds  a  church-wide 
gift  exchange  for  all  its  members. 
Mr.  Conerly  reports  that  this  is  es¬ 
pecially  popular  with  the  children. 

Another  charge  which  includes 
the  Philips  Memorial  and  Shaw 
Temple  Churches,  is  combining  all 
of  its  services  and  events.  Its  minis¬ 
ter,  the  Reverend  Purcell  Church,  is 
“looking  forward  to  this  first-time 
endeavor.” 

The  Reverend  Pete  Harrington 
and  the  Welsh-Trinity  churches  are 


taking  this  ecumenical  venture  one 
step  further.  The  Welsh  Church  is 
performing  its  Cantata  for  First 
Baptist  Church. 

Other  churches  are  sharing  their 
musical  talents  with  other  groups  as 
well.  Palestine  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Pineville  is  sharing  its 
37-voice  choir,  "God’s  Recycled 
Angels."  with  area  nursing  homes. 
Perhaps,  this  church's  most  unusual 
musical  outreach,  however,  is  the 
singing  of  carols  by  its  children’s 
choir  on  a  float  in  the  areas’  Christ¬ 
mas  parade.  The  church’s  minister, 
the  Reverend  Bill  Rowell  Jr.,  is  also 
excited  about  a  candlelight  Christ¬ 
mas  tree  as  part  of  their  “hanging  of 
the  greens”  ceremony. 

Additional  “reaching  out”  tradi¬ 
tions  in  some  of  Louisiana  churches 
include  some  unusual  demonstra¬ 
tions  of  Methodism’s  warmed 
hearts.  Welsh-Trinity  “adopts  a 
cop”  for  Christmas  as  a  token  of  the 
church’s  appreciation  of  police  ser¬ 
vice.  They  also  collect  money,  food, 
and  clothing  for  their  community 
food  and  clothing  center,  “Abra¬ 
ham’s  Tent."  Additionally,  during 
the  Christmas  season  church  teams 
visit  all  shut-ins  and  those  hospital¬ 
ized. 


On  that  note,  the  Reverend  Steve 
Caraway,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Winnfield, 
points  to  his  church  s  Christmas 
Box  Ministry”  because  as  he  says,  it 
is  important  to  “not  forget  the 
many  people  for  which  this  time  is 
less  than  joyous.”  Last  year,  money, 
toys,  food,  and  clothing  were  deliv¬ 
ered  to  fourteen  area  families.  Sev¬ 
en-hundred  dollars  were  raised  in 
the  effort. 

The  Reverend  Dick  Scott-Welch 
and  Plaquemine’s  First  United 
Methodist  Church  are  in  accord 
with  Winnfield’s  work.  They  have 
an  annual  Christmas  party  where 
members  bring  gifts  to  be  distribut¬ 
ed  among  children  whose  families 
are  on  welfare.  They  also  have  an 
Angel  Tree  where  gifts  are  given  to 
fifteen  children  in  conjunction  with 
the  Prison  Fellowship  Ministry. 

Perhaps  the  newest  need  in  this 
1990  Christmas  season,  however,  is 
being  addressed  by  Blackwater 
Church.  The  ladies  of  Hallie  Smith 
Circle  of  the  UMW  are  sending 
Christmas  boxes  to  their  young  men 
serving  in  the  Saudi  Arabia-Persian 
Gulf  area.  Let  us  pray  that  this 
Christmas  project  is  rendered  un¬ 
necessary  in  the  near  future. 


Alternative  Activities  in  Advent: 
-  Putting  Christ  in  Christmas 


December  Conference  Calendar 

I  Conference  United  Methodist  Men  Executive  Committee 
Meeting,  University  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

2-4  Shepherd's  Visit  —  Shreveport  District 

I I  Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge,  9:00  a.m. 

13  Church  Women  United,  50th  Birthday  Celebrations 

13  Centenary  College  Board  of  Trustees  Meeting 
23  Children’s  Homes  Offering 


You  May  Not  Be  Able 
To  Take  It  With  You,  But 
You  Can  Surely  Decide 
What'll  Happen  To  It 
When  You  Go. 


Let's  make  an  assumption. 

Let's  assume  you  want  to  experience  the  joy  of  becoming  a 
giftmaker  to  the  Church.  You  know  such  gifts  continue  the  Church's 
ministry  and  good  works,  but  there  are  specific  programs  that 
interest  you  more  than  others. 

That's  where  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  comes  in. 

Not  only  can  we  offer  a  variety  of  giftmaking  plans  —  wills, 
endowments,  life  income  gifts  and  more  —  we  can  ensure  that  your 
gift  will  benefit  the  specific  United  Methodist  Church,  program  or 
institution  you  choose. 

You've  worked  hard  to  be  able  to  make  this  gift,  so  it's  nice  to 
know  that  your  work  will  continue  to  do  the  good  works  you  want 
forever. 

For  mote  information,  simply  call  or  write.  Our  assistance  is 
free  and  the  rewards  are  simply  heavenly. 

United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  Executive  Director 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802 
(504)346-1646 


In  1973,  Alternatives,  a  non-prof¬ 
it  organization  providing  resources 
for  Christmas  celebrations  that  re¬ 
flect  a  less  commercialized  view  of 
Christ’s  birthday,  began  with  the 
help  of  a  dozen  different  religious 
denominations.  In  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  a 
division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  distributes  Alter¬ 
natives,  suggestions  and  resources 
for  United  Methodists. 

This  year,  Alternatives  has  pub¬ 
lished  a  helpful  guide  for  use  in  the 
local  church  entitled,  Whose  Birth¬ 
day  Is  It,  Anyway?  The  booklet  of¬ 
fers  suggestions  for  ways  to 
celebrate  Advent  that  are  in  keeping 
with  the  spiritual  emphases  on 
Christmas  in  the  church  and  in  the 
home. 

Suggestions  for  celebrating  the 
spirit  of  Advent  in  the  local  church 
include: 

1.  Organizing  an  adult  Bible 
study  of  the  Advent  and  Christmas 
texts.  The  lesson  for  the  first  Sun¬ 
day  in  Advent,  for  example,  could 
center  around  Isaiah  63:1 6-64:8 
and  Mark  13:32-37  where  “hurt 
and  hope  embrace.”  The  second 
Sunday  could  center  around  Isaiah 


40: 1-1 1  and  Mark  1 : 1 8  on  questions 
of  “confession  as  part  of  conver¬ 
sion.”  The  third  Sunday  could  cen¬ 
ter  around  Isaiah  61:1-4,  8-11  and 
John  1:6-8,  19-28  as  a  prelude  to 
“saying  ‘yes’  to  God’s  love  for  us 
and  ‘no’  to  ‘injustice  and  allegiances 
to  unjust  powers.’  ”  And  finally,  the 
fourth  Sunday  of  Advent  could  deal 
with  the  “possibility  of  the  impossi¬ 
ble”  as  a  reflection  of  II  Samuel  7:1- 
16  and  Luke  1:26-38. 

2.  Encouraging  the  giving  of  a 
“birthday  gift.”  Churches  are  urged 
in  this  Alternatives  suggestion  to  in¬ 
vite  their  member-families  to  set 
aside  25%  of  their  Christmas  bud¬ 
gets  to  use  as  a  “birthday  present” 
for  those  in  need.  These  gifts  can  be 
presented  as  part  of  a  special  church 
service. 

United  Methodists  are  offering 
another  way  to  give  a  “birthday 
gift”  as  well.  Christmas  cards  are 
being  sold  to  raise  funds  for  the  Af¬ 
rica  University,  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  first  theological  seminary  on 
the  African  Continent.  (Contact  the 
Conference  Office  for  order  forms.) 

3.  Encouraging  church  members  to 
examine  the  role  of  Santa  Claus  in 
their  holiday  celebrations.  Alterna¬ 
tives  suggest  that  the  St.  Nicholas  tra¬ 


dition  be  initiated  in  place  of  simply 
waiting  for  gifts  from  Santa  Claus. 

4.  Providing  other  resources  as  al¬ 
ternatives  to  the  onslaught  of  mes¬ 
sages  from  the  secular  community. 
The  Conference  Office  has  a  list  of 
videos,  plays,  guidelines,  Christmas 
stories,  and  booklets  put  out  by  Al¬ 
ternatives  to  use  in  local  churches. 


(Order  quickly.) 

5.  Planning  ahead  for  Easter. 
Now  is  the  time  for  local  churches 
to  plan  for  alternative  celebrations 
for  Easter.  For  additional  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  Office  of  Commu¬ 
nications  at  the  Conference  Office, 
527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802;  (504)  346-1646. 


I  /  ClMJty 


Seminars  Help  Ministers 


Lectionary  sermon  preparation 
for  Lent  and  Holy  Week  is  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  a  January  8  videoconference 
offered  by  Cokesbury  Seminars. 

Second  in  the  four  “Seasons  of 
Worship:  Preaching  the  Lection- 
ary"  seminars  for  ministers,  the  vi¬ 
deoconference  will  feature  Cornish 
Rogers,  professor  of  pastoral  theol¬ 
ogy,  The  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont. 

With  him  will  be  series  host  Mi¬ 
chael  Williams,  director  of  preach¬ 
ing  ministries,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  Advising  on  hymns, 
anthems,  and  liturgical  responses  for 
worship  in  the  Lenten  season  will 
be  Diana  Sanchez,  director  of  mu¬ 
sic,  GBOD. 


Other  seminars  in  the  series  are: 
“Eastertide”  (February  12)  and 
“Pentecost;  Ordinary  Time”  (April 
9).  The  seminars  focus  on  the  Com¬ 
mon  Lectionary  readings  for  Year  B 
and  their  implications  for  worship. 

The  two-hour  seminars  are  tele¬ 
cast  over  the  Cokesbury  Satellite 
Television  Network  (CSTN).  Regis¬ 
trants  will  receive  material  and  be 
told  satellite  transmission  coordi¬ 
nates  prior  to  each  seminar.  Cost  is 
$25  per  seminar.  Reduced  rates  are 
offered  persons  or  groups  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  entire  series,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  earlier  seminar  on 
preaching  during  Advent.  To  regis¬ 
ter,  call  Cokesbury  Seminars,  (toll- 
free),  1-800-672-1789,  at  least  two 
weeks  prior  to  a  seminar. 


Christmas  Cards  Available  for  Africa  University. 

Wesley  Foundation 
Upcoming  Events 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  will  deliver  the  devotional  during  the  first  Ad¬ 
vent  Luncheon  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  located  on  the  Southern  Univer¬ 
sity  campus  in  Baton  Rouge,  Wednesday,  December  5.  Students,  faculty, 
staff  and  friends  are  invited  to  attend.  Because  space  is  limited,  reserva¬ 
tions  are  required.  For  more  information,  contact  Reverend  Mrs.  Mary 
Sloan  Baugh,  Director.  (504)  778-0076. 

*  *  * 

An  Advent  Service  has  been  scheduled  for  Thursday,  December  6,  at  7 
p.m.  in  the  Cotillion  Ballroom  of  the  Smith-Brown  Student  Union  at 
Southern  University.  Sponsored  by  the  Wesley  Foundation,  the  service 
will  be  led  by  Reverend  Baugh.  Music  will  be  provided  by  the  Southern 
University  Jazz  Ensemble  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Alvin  Batiste.  The 
service  is  open  to  the  public. 


In  Memoriam 


The  Reverend  William  Carl  Barham  Sr.,  retired  minister,  died  No¬ 
vember  13,  1990,  at  the  age  of  84.  Mr.  Barham  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Annie. 


Correction 

To  All  Insurance  Subscribers 

Please  be  advised  that  the  1991  Premium  for  Family  Coverage  is 
$426.00/ieo.  The  Family  Coverage  amount  which  appeared  in  the  No- 

vember  23  issue  of  LUM,  was  incorrect. 

1991  Insurance  Premiums  Are: 

Family 

$426.00/mo. 

Single 

$160.00/mo. 

Medicare  Supplement 

$  70.00/mo. 
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Editorial; 


Milli  Vanilli,  deceit  and  us 


The  Milli  Vanilli  nap — over  the  rev¬ 
elation  that  the  duo  didn’t  sing  a  note 
on  its  award-winning  album — would 
be  laughable  if  it  weren’t  so  sad. 

As  a  mirror  of  society,  however,  it’s 
cause  for  concern  among  Christians. 

Here’s  what  happened:  The  al¬ 
bum’s  producer  disclosed  that  the 
duo  did  not  record  the  music  credit¬ 
ed  to  it  on  its  debut  album,  “Girl 
You  Know  It’s  True.” 

Consequently,  Grammy  Awards  of¬ 
ficials  rescinded  their  Best  New  Artist 
award  given  to  the  group  last  year. 

To  the  group’s  credit,  its  members 
apologized  for  the  hoax  and  asked 
that  the  award  go  to  the  singers  who 
actually  recorded  the  album. 

Nevertheless,  a  hoax  is  a  hoax. 
No  amount  of  apology  can  undo  the 
cynicism  that’s  created  when  the 
public  learns  it’s  been  bilked. 

What’s  ludicrous  is  that  the  re¬ 
cording  industry  routinely  misleads 
the  public.  Modem  technology  can 
“enhance”  voice  and  instrument  re¬ 
cordings  to  sound  better  than  they 
really  are.  Hence  the  common  prac¬ 
tice  of  entertainers’  “lip  synching” 
during  live  performances. 

Milli  Vanilli  merely  extended  to  a 
logical  extreme  an  already  wide¬ 
spread  and  tolerated  deception! 

What’s  most  distressing  is  that 
the  Milli  Vanilli  episode  exposes  an 
alarming  drift  toward  deception  as 
the  rule  of  life,  not  the  exception,  in 
our  culture. 

A  prominent  researcher  of  moral 
conduct  has  documented  that  drift. 


In  a  recently-released  study,  "The 
Ethics  of  American  Youth:  A  Report 
on  the  Values  and  Behaviors  of  the 
18-30  Generation,"  Michael  Joseph- 
son  found  that  75  percent  of  high 
school  students  and  50  percent  of 
college  students  admit  to  cheating. 

Dr.  Josephson  also  cited  experts 
on  resume  fraud  as  stating  that  as 
many  as  30  percent  of  resumes  con¬ 
tain  deliberate  misrepresentations 
of  background  and  credentials. 

The  prevailing  attitude.  Dr.  Jo¬ 
sephson  states,  is  that  such  deception 
is  justifiable  because  "I  deserve  it.” 

As  Christians,  we  must  challenge 
as  dangerous — practically  and  spiri¬ 
tually — attitudes  that  seek  to  justify 
deceit  on  any  ground:  artistic,  aca¬ 
demic,  occupational  or  professional. 

Practically,  the  nation’s  savings 
and  loan  scandal  is  a  sobering  ob¬ 
ject  lesson  about  what  happens 
when  deceit  becomes  routine. 

Spiritually,  Jesus  reserved  some  of 
his  harshest  words  for  hypocrites — 
those  who  pretend  to  be  something 
they  are  not.  In  the  eyes  of  God,  de¬ 
liberately  falsifying  reality  is  sin  in 
one  of  its  most  blatant  forms.  It  wid¬ 
ens  the  chasm  between  life  as  it  is 
and  as  God  meant  it  to  be. 

Advent  has  been  called  “little 
Lent,”  a  time  for  self-examination 
and  repentance  in  preparation  for 
celebrating  the  gift  of  God’s  Son. 

We  should  use  this  Advent  wisely 
by  including  in  it  prayerful  moments 
to  confront  and  repent  of  our  capacity 
to  deceive  both  ourselves  and  others. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand= 


It's  our  moral  presence  that  offends  Saudis 


By  ROY  DELAMOTTE 

As  of  October,  the  United 
States  has  sent  1 70,000  troops  to 
Saudi  Arabia  at  least  in  part  to 
defend  Saudis  against  a  ruthless 
invader. 

These  troops  endure  searing 
heat,  the  dread  of  poison  gas,  and 
sleep  on  the  sand  among  scorpi¬ 
ons  and  vipers. 

Yet  the  Saudis  don’t  like  us 
and  want  us  out  of  their  country 
as  soon  as  the  Iraqi  danger  is 
past! 

How  is  such  ungrateful  hostil¬ 
ity  possible? 

I  suggest  that  it  is  not  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  military  presence  they  re¬ 
sent,  however  damaging  to  Arab 
pride  and  machismo. 

Way  of  life  transferred 

Rather,  it  is  our  moral  pres¬ 
ence,  the  whole  way  of  life  of  our 
nominally  Christian  nation  that 
suddenly  has  been  transferred  en 
masse  to  perhaps  the  most  con¬ 
servative  Muslim  nation  on  earth. 

Most  Americans  know  little  of 
their  own  nation's  history  and 
nothing  at  all  about  Arabia,  Iraq, 
Iran  or  the  language,  customs, 
morals  or  faith  of  one-sixth  of  the 
world’s  population — the  Muslims. 

Now  to  their  amazement  many 
find  themselves  in  a  land  where 
women  wear  veils  and  alcohol  is 
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prohibited!  How  can  such  things 
be?  Culture  shock  has  floored 
them,  even  after  long  briefings 
on  how  other  people  often  have 
customs  that  are  different  from 
those  in  America. 

Muslims,  for  their  part,  are 
only  too  familiar  with  the  man¬ 
ners  and  morals  of  western 
Christian  nations  after  three  cen¬ 
turies  of  European  occupation  of 
such  lands  as  Algeria,  Egypt  and 
Indonesia,  to  name  but  a  few. 

Guitars  are  our  weapons 

America  has  colonized  no 
Muslims.  Instead,  our  headquar¬ 
ters  has  been  Hollywood,  our 


troops  movie  stars,  TV  stars, 
rock  stars,  jeans  makers,  and 
Coca-Cola  salesmen.  Our  princi¬ 
pal  weapon  has  been  the  electric 
guitar.  Perhaps  statistics  will 
clarify  the  Saudis’  concern: 

/  Among  them  pre-marital  sex 
is  considered  a  sin  and  is  almost 
non-existent.  Among  us,  four  of 
every  ten  first  births  to  women 
ages  1 5-29  are  now  out  of  wedlock 
or  conceived  before  marriage. 

/  Among  them,  rape  is  rare 
and  the  penalty  is  death.  In 
America  we  have  90,000  rapes 
each  year  but  most  victims  do 
not  report  it,  so  little  will  be  done 
except  to  make  the  women  the 
defendant  in  any  trial. 

/  In  Saudi  Arabia  the  extend¬ 
ed  family  is  the  center  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  life,  and  the  authority  of  the 
father  is  final.  Here  even  the  nu¬ 
clear  family  is  disintegrating  and 
one  child  in  four  lives  with  only 
one  parent — usually  the  mother. 

/  Among  Saudis  pornography 
in  any  form  is  illegal.  In  America 
Playboy  sells  3.4  million  copies  a 
year  and  insists  that  sex  is  a  me¬ 
chanical  act  like  driving  a 
Porsche.  Dial-a-Porn  telephoning 
is  a  S2.4  billion  industry,  and 
porno  theatres  sell  two  million 
tickets  each  week. 

✓  Alcohol  is  forbidden  to  Mus¬ 
lims,  and  in  Saudi  Arabia  the  ban 
is  total.  America’s  own  try  at  prohi¬ 


bition  failed  and  today  24,000  of 
us  die  on  the  highways  every  year 
in  accidents  related  to  alcohol. 

Drugs  are  also  banned  among 
Saudis,  while  in  our  own  land 
drugs  have  invaded  school- 
grounds,  and  even  babies  have 
been  killed  by  stray  bullets  from 
drug  gangs  battling  in  the  streets. 

Draconian  measures  used 

The  Draconian  measures  used 
by  the  Saudis  to  enforce  Muslim 
morality  will  never  be  acceptable 
to  the  Christian  west.  Nor  could 
Americans  ever  endorse  the  kind 
of  church-state  arrangement  that 
enables  a  Muslim  government  to 
enforce  religious  mandates. 

Nonetheless,  Muslims  are  not 
interested  in  why  Christianity 
seems  so  feeble  and  irrelevant  in 
fighting  the  secularized  culture  of 
the  west.  They  only  see  the  result 
and  have  no  desire  to  import  it 

We  never  cease  proclaiming 
our  superiority  to  non-Christian 
nations.  They  find  no  statistical 
support  for  our  sermonizing. 

Nor  do  they  distinguish  be¬ 
tween  Americans  who  are  genu¬ 
inely  committed  to  a  moral  ideal 
and  others  who  are  wholly  secu¬ 
larized  or  even  amoral. 

They  honestly  believe  they 
have  just  had  170,000  missionar¬ 
ies  dropped  on  them  from  the 
skies,  and  they  don’t  like  it. 


What  others= 


I  am  certain  that  God  is  giving  new  life 


What  we  experienced  at  The 
Gathering  was  more  than  a  national 
meeting  that  was  exceedingly  well 
done  (see  UMR.  Nov.  9  and  16). 

We  experienced  a  major  shift 
within  the  life  of  a  great  denomina¬ 
tion.  Our  United  Methodist  Church 
will  never  be  the  same  again. 


Of  course,  I  cannot  prove  this 
conviction.  Still,  1  am  absolutely 
certain  that  God  is  giving  new  life 
to  all  of  us  and  equipping  us  for 
ministry  in  our  church,  in  our  com¬ 
munity  and  in  our  world. 

When  concluding  a  late-night 
learning  option  on  the  theme  of 


evangelism  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  a 
large  group  of  us  were  concluding 
with  a  time  of  prayer  and  singing  in 
the  back  of  the  resource  center. 

Just  before  we  concluded  the 
wind  blew  open  the  door  and  into 
the  resource  center.  Someone  held 
up  a  hand  and  said,  “It  is  not  acci- 
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My  Witness^ 


dent  that  the  wind  blew  open  the 
door  and  blew  through  here.  This  is 
exactly  what  is  happening.” 

I  am  “leaning  forward”  in  confi¬ 
dence  that  God  is  bringing  us  into  a 
new  future  and  that  God’s  spirit  is 
once  again  energizing  and  empow¬ 
ering  us  for  ministry  and  mission. 

Joe  A.  Harding 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

We  must  learn  from  past 

One  must  read  all  of  the  Nov.  9 
and  16  reports  to  grasp  the  diversity 
of  The  Gathering. 

For  example,  Bishop  Richard  B. 
Wilke’s  comments  were  needed  to 
remind  us  of  our  corporate  failings. 
Although  a  small  group  of  50  pro¬ 
tested  the  remarks,  the  remainder 
of  the  3,500  participants  gave  Bish¬ 
op  Wilke  the  only  standing  ovation 
of  the  conference. 

Only  by  recognizing  our  errors  can 


Burundi  event  dramatized  meaning 


By  ODELL  THOMPSON 

I  experienced  a  worship  service 
during  the  summer  that  was  very 
different  from  what  I  am  accus¬ 
tomed  to  in  my  small  Wisconsin 
community. 

In  Gitega,  Burundi,  I  was  among 
more  than  3,000  worshippers  in¬ 
cluding  bishops,  district  superinten¬ 
dents,  ministers,  missionaries  and 
church  leaders  from  around  the 
East  African  country. 

We  were  joined  by  local,  city  and 
government  officials  and  represen¬ 
tatives  of  other  churches  in  Africa. 

The  occasion  was  the  dedication 
of  St.  Peter’s  Cathedral,  Burundi 
Methodism’s  “mother  church”  and 
the  largest  in  the  country. 

St.  Peter’s  is  a  beautiful  stately 
brick  building  located  on  a  lovely 
hillside.  It  was  built  with  major  fi¬ 
nancial  assistance  from  the  Western 
New  York  Conference,  which  was 
represented  by  a  delegation  led  by 
the  Rev.  Norman  Parsons. 

It  was  amazing 

Only  about  2,000  of  the  worship- 
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pers  could  be  accommodated  in  the 
sanctuary.  It  was  amazing  to  see 
more  than  1,000  people  standing 
patiently  and  attentively  outside  to 
hear  the  words  of  our  host,  Bishop 
J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa.  who  presided 
at  the  three  and  one-half  hour  ser¬ 
vice,  and  to  other  speakers. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  spoke  of  the 
Burundi  Annual  Conference  as  the 
fastest  growing  conference  in  Africa. 
He  stated  that  “Four  years  ago  this 
was  just  a  dream  and  a  prayer.  To¬ 


day  it  is  a  reality.  We  are  praising 
God  and  rejoicing  for  all  He  has 
done  and  enabled  us  to  do  together.” 

He  continually  expressed  grati¬ 
tude  to  the  Western  New  York  and 
Wisconsin  conferences  for  the  two 
new  churches  in  Burundi  that  they 
have  given  major  financial  assis¬ 
tance  to  through  the  African  Church 
Growth  and  Development  Fund. 

Bishop  Mpango  of  the  Episcopal 
Church  of  Tanzania  delivered  the 
morning  sermon.  Speaking  from 
Romans  12,  he  spoke  of  the  many 
gifts  in  the  building  of  the  cathedral 
and  even  in  the  dedication  service. 

'We  are  one  body' 

He  said,  “We  are  one  body  work¬ 
ing  together  for  the  kingdom  of 
God.  We  are  not  only  dedicating  a 
church  building,  we  are  dedicating 
our  lives  to  God.” 

Some  of  the  worshippers  had 
walked  for  several  days  and  slept  on 
the  grounds  in  order  to  participate 
and  witness  the  service.  We  are 
thankful  for  such  commitment  and 
dedication. 

Several  youth  choirs  provided  mu- 


<3* 


.The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III 

Editor-General  Manager 


John  A.  Lovelace 

Managing  Editor 


Stephen  L.  Swecker 

Faith  Forum  Page  Editor 


Daniel  J.  Louis  Donald  K.  Small  Kay  Fielder 

Director  of  Operations  Conference  Editions  Local  Editions 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS9S4500),  owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas  and 
New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  United  Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W.  Commerce 
St,  Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  a  continuation  of  the  143-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Methodist  newspaper. 
The  Reporter  has  no  official  ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  or  any  of  the  denomination’s 
general  boards  or  agencies.  The  Reporter  does  produce  official  regional  editions  for  34  annual  conferences. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editorial  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  brand  spectrum  of  information  and 
viewpoints  consistent  with  the  diversity  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opinions  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the 
publisher  or  the  conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  represent  the  views  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff.  Signed 
letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the  views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  Reporter  staff.  Paid  ads 
are  screened  before  acceptance  but  are  not  editorially  endorsed. 


Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:(214)630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 
Subscription  rates:  $18  per  year  for  national  edi¬ 
tion;  rates  for  editions  available  upon  request.  Sec¬ 
ond  Gass  Postage  paid  at  Dallas,  Texas,  and 
additional  post  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  ad¬ 
dress  changes  to  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
TX  75266-0275. 


of  'church' 

sic  for  the  occasion.  It  was  a  moving 
experience  to  hear  voices  singing  in¬ 
side  and  outside  the  church.  Even 
though  I  did  not  understand  the  com¬ 
plex  Kerundi  language  it  was  a  valu¬ 
able  exercise  to  join  in. 

Their  songs  expressed  gratitude 
to  God  for  His  goodness  and  to  all 
those  who  made  the  church  possible 
for  them. 

This  festive  worship  experience 
and  the  statement  made  by  this  at¬ 
tractive  church  building  provide  a 
strong  witness  to  the  vital  faith  of  the 
United  Methodist  people  in  Burundi 
who  display  the  love  of  Christ  and 
their  commitment  to  the  church. 

It  made  me  realize  that  the 
church  is  not  merely  an  option  for 
those  of  us  who  are  Christians. 
Rather,  it  is  our  extended  family.  It 
is  our  primary  relational  identity. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is 
faithful  and  just,  and  will  forgive 
our  sins  and  cleanse  us  from  all  un¬ 
righteousness.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  2  Corinthians  4:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  3 

Monday:  Psalms  80: 1-7 
Tuesday:  Psalms  80:8-19 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  63:16-64:8 
Thursday:  Mark  1 3: 1 4-23 
Friday:  Mark  1 3:32-37 
Saturday:  1  Corinthians  1:1-3 
Sunday:  1  Corinthians  1:3-9 


to  UMC 

we  ask  and  receive  the  forgiveness  as 
so  eloquently  portrayed  at  The  Gath¬ 
ering.  As  we  celebrated  there,  may  we 
now  relate  that  celebration  and  hope 
to  our  local  congregations. 

Our  future  as  United  Methodists 
can  be  bright  when  we  learn  from 
the  past  and  move  in  positive  direc¬ 
tions  to  relay  God's  grace  to  others. 

Thank  you  for  your  coverage  of 
The  Gathering.  It  truly  \yas_an  in¬ 
spiring  and  educational  experience. 

Mary  Ann  Smith 
Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Church  series  questioned 

It  is  good  to  read  about  active  and 
growing  congregations,  but  I  have  no¬ 
ticed  something  about  the  “Church 
Aflame”  series  that  concerns  me. 

The  Oct.  1 2  issue  highlighted  Grace 
Church  in  Naperville,  Ill.  We  give 
thanks  to  God  with  and  for  them. 

At  the  same  time,  I  noticed  that 
this  congregation  had  relocated  from 
a  downtown  location,  as  have  sever¬ 
al  other  congregations  celebrated 
this  past  year  in  the  Reporter. 

Who’s  left  in  the  city?  Despite  all 
our  missional  priorities,  is  the  United 
Methodist  Church  on  the  road  to  be¬ 
coming  a  suburban  denomination? 

There  are  surely  some  city  con¬ 
gregations  who  are  small  in  atten¬ 
dance  and  who  struggle  financially, 
but  who  are  trying  to  change  with 
their  city  neighborhoods. 

How  can  we  affirm  and  support 
the  flame  nurtured  by  these  United 
Methodists  whose  victories  may 
never  be  measured  in  numbers? 

Natalie  Hanson 
Rochester,  New  York 


are  saying 

“We  believe  . . .  that  we  stand  on 
the  threshold  of  new  things.  . . .  We 
confess  our  own  sin  and  acknowl¬ 
edge  our  heretical  part  in  the  policy 
of  apartheid  which  has  led  to  such 
extreme  suffering  for  so  many  in  our 
land.  We  denounce  apartheid,  in  its 
intention,  its  implementation  and  its 
consequences,  as  an  evil  policy.  The 
practice  and  defense  of  apartheid  as 
though  it  were  biblically  and  theo¬ 
logically  legitimate  is  an  act  of  dis¬ 
obedience  to  God,  a  denial  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  a  sin 
against  our  unity  in  the  Holy  Spirit.” 
— From  “The  Rustenburg  Declara¬ 
tion,”  issued  by  representatives  of  80 
denominations,  including  white  and 
black  churches,  and  40  other  organi¬ 
zations  attending  a  Nov.  S-9  confer¬ 
ence  on  apartheid  in  Rustenburg, 
South  Africa. 

*  *  * 

“I  am  very  much  aware  that  liber¬ 
ation  theology  has  many  limitations. 
. . .  But  we’ve  seen  one  thing  very 
clearly — you  cannot  be  a  believer  in 
God  today  in  this  world  if  you  do 
not  take  oppression  seriously.  What 
is  at  stake  here  is  not  theology.  It  is 
not  whether  you  go  from  existential¬ 
ist  theology  to  liberation  theology  or 
to  process  theology.  What  is  at  stake 
here  is  faith  and  humanity.” 

— The  Rev.  Jon  Sobrino,  S.J.,  Latin 
American  theologian 
,  *  * 

"Anything  is  toxic  in  excess,  in¬ 
cluding  virtue.” 

— Mary  Catherine  Bateson,  profes¬ 
sor  of  anthropology,  George  Mason 
University 
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COOKIE  DROP  #2  SET:  Cookie 

Drop  #2  is  planned  after  the  first  one  sent  more 
than  a  million  cookies  and  letters  of  support  to 
U.S.  troops  in  Saudi  Arabia  and  on  ships  at  sea, 
said  organizer  Kathy  Young,  a  member  of  Colo¬ 
nial  Park  United  Methodist  Church  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn.  People  from  across  the  country 
baked  the  six  tons  of  cookies  packaged  at  Ms. 
Young’s  business,  Kathy  Lee’s  Creative  Corner. 
It  was  the  more  than  1 50  letters  that  came  back, 
she  said,  that  “made  me  feel  as  though  I  had  to 
do  this  again.  Some  of  the  guys  wrote 
that. .  .they  cried  when  they  opened  the  tins  and 
read  the  letters  inside.” 


ANTI-WAR  GROUP  FORMS:  Two 

United  Methodist  pastors  are  among  the 
founders  of  “the  Religious  Community  Against 
War  in  the  Persian  Gulf.”  The  Rev.  James  M. 
Lawson  Jr.,  pastor  of  Holman  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Los  Angeles,  and  the  Rev.  Louis 
A.  Chase,  pastor  of  Lynwood  UMC  in  Long 
Beach,  joined  an  interfaith  group  in  sending  a 
letter  to  colleagues  in  ministry,  urging  that  con¬ 
gregations  pray  for  peace  in  the  Persian  Gulf  re¬ 
gion.  The  letter  said,  “We  urgently  invite  you  to 
join  us  in  shaping  public  opinion  against  war. 
We  cannot  allow  our  leaders  to  make  such  a 
fateful  decision  in  private,  away  from  public 
scrutiny  and  dialogue.” 


RIGHTS  ARE  PEOPLES':  “Only  the 

government  can  violate  the  First  Amendment,” 
according  to  Richard  Land,  director  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Commission. 
At  a  recent  chapel  service  at  New  Orleans  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary  he  said  that  “all  of 
the  restrictions  that  are  in  the  First  Amendment 
(to  the  U.S.  Constitution)  are  on  the  govern¬ 
ment,  not  on  churches,  not  on  individual  Chris¬ 
tians.”  Urging  seminarians  to  speak  out  on 
moral  issues,  Mr.  Land  said,  “Thomas  Jefferson 
wrote  these  words  which  are  on  the  Jefferson 
Memorial:  ‘Can  the  liberties  of  a  nation  be  se¬ 
cure,  when  we  have  removed  a  conviction  that 
these  liberties  are  the  gifts  of  God?’  ” 


NEW  SYMBOL:  The  National  Council 

of  Churches,  with  a  revamped  operating  struc¬ 
ture,  unveiled  its  new  logo 
at  a  fall  meeting  last  week 
in  Portland,  Ore.  The  new 
version  of  the  familiar  ecu¬ 
menical  ship  used  by  Chris¬ 
tians  around  the  globe 
features  a  teal-colored  boat 
with  the  cross  of  Christ  as 
its  mast,  riding  deep  purple 
waves  which  suggest  the 
world,  the  waters  of  baptism  and  the  winds  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Its  release  comes  during  the  cel¬ 
ebration  of  the  council’s  40th  anniversary. 


NEW  BAYLOR  MOVE:  Trying  to  re¬ 
establish  control  over  Baylor  University  in 
Waco,  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of  Tex¬ 
as,  meeting  recently  in  Houston,  elected  16 
trustees  to  the  school.  Their  taking  office  awaits 
a  special  committee’s  final  report  on  the  rela¬ 
tionship  of  the  convention  and  the  university. 
Baylor  President  Herbert  Reynolds  insisted  that 
they  would  be  regents  under  the  university’s 
charter,  revised  by  Baylor’s  trustees  to  replace 
the  48-member  board  of  trustees  with  a  24- 
member  board  of  regents  outside  the  control  of 
the  state  convention. 

'CHRISTIAN'  TAG  FALLS:  At  the 

behest  of  British  Columbia  Premier  William 
Vander  Zalm,  delegates  to  the  annual  conven¬ 
tion  of  Canada’s  Social  Credit  Party  voted  re¬ 
cently  in  Vancouver  to  replace  a  clause  in  its 
constitution  calling  for  adherence  to  “Christian 
principles"  with  one  “recognizing  the  suprema¬ 
cy  of  God  and  the  rule  of  law.”  The  clause 
caused  a  row  at  last  year’s  party  convention 
when  a  Jewish  member  moved  to  have  it  taken 
out.  He  was  booed  down,  walked  out  of  the  con¬ 
vention  hall  and  resigned  from  the  party.  Re¬ 
sponse  to  a  questionnaire  resulted  in  this  year’s 
change. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Study:  Sexual  harassment  frequent  in  UMC 


By  B.  DENISE  HAWKINS 

United  Methodist  News  Service 


Three  out  of  four  United 
Methodist  clergywomen  respond¬ 
ing  to  a  churchwide  survey  report 
they  have  been  sexually  harassed, 
often  by  other  clergy. 

And  both  laywomen  and 
clergywomen  respondents  to  the 
survey  indicate  they’ve  experi¬ 
enced  sexual  harassment  in  their 
congregations  at  least  once. 

Those  are  among  major  results 
of  a  study  on  sexual  harassment 


conducted  by  the  denomination’s 
General  Council  on  Ministries. 

The  1 6-page  study,  titled  "Sexu¬ 
al  Harassment  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  is  based  on 
responses  from  1,578  United 
Methodist  clergy,  laity,  college  and 
seminary  students,  and  non-clergy 
employees.  Questionnaires  were 
mailed  to  more  than  2,400  people. 

The  study  will  be  offered  to 
General  Conference  when  the 
body  meets  in  Louisville,  Ky„  in 
1992. 

The  results  of  the  survey  rein¬ 


force  the  reasons  for  the  study 
called  by  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  denomination’s  chief  leg¬ 
islative  body,  said  the  Rev.  Mearle 
L.  Griffith,  lead  researcher. 


3  of  4  clergywomen  report  unwanted  sexual  advances;  laywomen  note  fewer  incidents 

In  comparison,  the  lowest  per- 
centage  (23  percent)  of  incidents 
was  reported  by  laywomen. 

Clergywomen  were  more 
aware  of  the  nature  of  sexual  ha- 


Results  reinforce  reasons 

According  to  the  recently  re¬ 
leased  study,  77  percent  of 
clergywomen  responding  indicat¬ 
ed  the  highest  incidence  of  sexual 
harassment  of  all  women  sur¬ 
veyed,  and  41  percent  reported 
colleagues  or  other  pastors  as 
sources. 
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Sexual  Harassment  Reported 

by  Women  in  The  United- Methodist  Church 


Clergywomen  77% 


Sexual  harassment  is  defined  as 

"any  sexually  related  behavior 

that  is  unwelcome,  offensive 

or  fails  to  respect  the  individual’s  rights." 

Percentages  based  on  1,578  responses 

to  churchwide  study  mandated 

by  1988  General  Conference. 


Source:  General  Council  on  Ministries 


Laywomen  23% 


Church  opposes  ' unwanted  advances' 


The  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  study  on  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  was  mandated  by  the  1988 
General  Conference  in  a  resolu¬ 
tion  related  to  Paragraphs  73.C 
and  72. F  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Social  Principles. 

In  addition  to  authorizing  the 
study  of  sexual  harassment  in  the 
church  (see  accompanying  story), 
the  resolution  states: 

“Sexual  harassment  is  any  un¬ 
wanted  sexual  advance  or  de¬ 


mand,  either  verbal  or  physical, 
which  is  perceived  by  the  recipi¬ 
ent  as  demeaning,  intimidating 
or  coercive.  Sexual  harassment 
must  be  understood  as  an  exploi¬ 
tation  of  a  power  relationship 
rather  than  as  an  exclusively  sex¬ 
ual  issue.  Sexual  harassment  also 
includes  the  creation  of  a  hostile 
or  abusive  working  environment 
resulting  from  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  gender.” 

The  resolution  parallels  the 


definition  of  sexual  harassment 
given  in  the  current  guidelines  of 
the  federal  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  Commission. 

Among  other  things,  the  resolu¬ 
tion  calls  on  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  at  all  levels  to  “model 
in  its  own  life  an  environment  of 
hospitality  where  there  is  not  only 
an  absence  of  harassment  but  the 
presence  of  welcome,  respect,  and 
equality.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLC 


rassment  than  other  women  sur¬ 
veyed,  said  Mr.  Griffith. 

He  said  that  awareness  may 
have  contributed  to  the  higher 
rate  of  reporting  such  incidents 
by  clergywomen. 

A  lack  of  clarity  on  the  part  of 
students,  laity  and  employees 
about  what  constitutes  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment  could  account  for  the 
low  rate  of  reporting  incidents 
among  those  groups,  he  added. 

The  study  defines  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment  as  “any  sexually  related 
behavior  that  is  unwelcome,  of¬ 
fensive  or  which  fails  to  respect 
the  rights  of  others.” 

'Unwanted  behaviors' 

Those  taking  part  in  the  study 
responded  to  a  list  of  nine  “un¬ 
wanted  sexual  behaviors”  rang¬ 
ing  from  “unsolicited  suggestive 
looks  or  leers,  pressure  for  dates, 
or  activities  with  a  sexual  over¬ 
tone”  to  “actual  sexual  assault  or 
rape.” 

According  to  Mr.  Griffith,  one 
of  the  most  significant  findings 
was  that  “about  8  percent  of  the 
respondents  said  they  did  not  con¬ 
sider  any  of  the  nine  behaviors,  in¬ 
cluding  rape  and  sexual  assault,  as 
forms  of  sexual  harassment.” 

“Church  social  functions” 
were  the  setting  for  most  inci¬ 
dents  of  sexual  harassment,  ac¬ 
cording  to  more  than  half  (50.7 
percent)  of  laity  and  30.6  percent 
of  clergy. 

Clergy  also  reported  counsel¬ 
ing  sessions  and  home  visits  as 
other  likely  times  when  they  were 
sexually  harassed.  Compared  to 
male  clergy,  clergywomen  more 
frequently  said  they  experienced 
"unwanted  sexual  behavior”  dur¬ 
ing  or  after  worship  services  and 
at  church  meetings. 

Members  are  harassers 

According  to  all  laypeople  sur¬ 
veyed,  45.2  percent  said  the  most 
frequent  perpetrators  of  unwanted 
sexual  behavior  are  other  church 
members,  while  17.1  percent  of 
laywomen  reported  that  their  own 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  The  1988 
General  Conlerence  authorized 
the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  to  conduct  a  study  of  sexual 
harassment  in  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  The  resolution  that 
mandated  the  study  gave  this  ra¬ 
tionale: 

", National  surveys  done  by  the 
Working  Women's  Institute, 
'Redbook'  magazine  and  an  inde¬ 
pendent  study  in  Illinois  from 
1975  through  1980  found  that 
from  59  percent  to  88  percent  of 
all  women  surveyed  responded 
that  they  had  been  made  to  feel 
humiliated  or  threatened  by  sexu¬ 
al  harassment  in  their  present 
place  of  employment.  A  1981  sur¬ 
vey  of  crises  experienced  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  women  revealed 
that  even  without  being  provided 
a  definition  of  sexual  harassment, 
one  out  of  every  eight  respon¬ 
dents  reported  that  she  had  been 
harassed  on  her  job." 

pastors  were  the  harassers. 

More  than  half  (51.9  percent) 
of  male  clergy  who  were  sexually 
harassed  reported  parishioners  as 
the  source  of  the  harassment. 

A  clergyman  described  his  en¬ 
counter  with  sexual  harassment: 
“One  of  my  female  parishioners 
appears  to  have  a  crush  on  me. 
She  is  affectionate,  young,  attrac¬ 
tive  and  married.  Occasionally, 
she  has  asked  me  out  (accompa¬ 
nied  by  her  daughters).  I  am  con¬ 
cerned.  No  real  problems,  only 
an  explosive  potential.” 

In  describing  their  encounters 
with  sexual  harassment,  40.8  per¬ 
cent  of  clergymen  reported  a  single 
incident.  Of  clergywomen,  26.5 
percent  said  incidents  they  de¬ 
scribed  as  sexual  harassment  oc¬ 
curred  two  or  more  times  a  month. 

Describing  her  experiences,  a 
United  Methodist  clergywoman 
wrote,  “The  kinds  of  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment  that  disturb  me  more 
are  the  actions  of  my  brother 
clergy,  who  seem  to  offer  unsolic¬ 
ited  looks,  touches  and  com¬ 
ments  to  the  more  attractive 
clergywomen  fairly  frequently. 
We  sometimes  wonder  if  they  do 
that  with  congregations  as  well." 


Reluctance,  ignorance 
of  policies  hamper 
recourse  for  victims 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

What  protection  or  recourse 
do  people  have  against  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment? 

A  recent  General  Council  on 
Ministries  study  of  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  (see  accompanying  story) 
indicates  there  is  both  reluctance 
to  deal  with  the  problem  and  ig¬ 
norance  of  policies  against  such 
harassment. 

Seventy  percent  of  women  re¬ 
sponding  to  the  survey  said  they 
did  not  take  formal  action 
against  their  harassers  because 
“it  is  not  worth  it.” 

Most  said  they  dealt  with  their 
harassers  by  ignoring  their  be¬ 
havior  or  avoiding  them. 

Only  about  5  percent  of  the 
clergy  and  laity  said  they  took 
formal  action  against  harassers; 
8.2  percent  of  students  surveyed 
took  formal  action,  whereas  only 


one  employee  did. 

The  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  also  surveyed  456  United 
Methodist-related  employers1  re¬ 
garding  sexual  harassment  poli¬ 
cies. 

Of  those,  30  percent  indicated 
that  they  had  employee  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment  policies  in  effect,  and 
57.6  percent  of  the  59  schools  and 
seminaries  responding  said  they 
had  such  a  policy  for  students. 

But  more  than  60  percent  of  the 
laity,  students  and  employees  said 
they  were  unfamiliar  with  sexual 
harassment  policies  in  the  church. 

According  to  the  report,  62.4 
percent  of  clergy  were  the  most 
familiar  with  existing  policies. 

In  1988,  a  total  of  61  employ¬ 
ers  at  churches,  health-related  in¬ 
stitutions  and  denominational 
offices  filed  1 1 3  sexual  harass¬ 
ment  complaints;  39  complaints 
were  filed  at  1 6  schools. 


Historic  conference  condemns  apartheid  as  'sin' 

RUSTENBURG,  South  Africa — Anglican  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  (right)  confers  with  the 
Rev.  Khoza  Mgojo  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa  at  one  of  the  largest  confer¬ 
ences  of  black  and  white  South  African  churches  ever  held.  The  early  November  confer¬ 
ence  called  for  the  immediate  scrapping  of  all  race  segregation  (apartheid)  laws  and 
condemned  apartheid  as  "sin."  The  last  similar  cross-racial  conference  was  held  30  years 
ago. 
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Scientist  says  religion 


holds  key  to  ecology  solutions 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR 

Full-time  Youth  Director  for  1650member  church 
with  2  years  experience  required.  Salary  and  benefits 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Youth  Director  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  107 
West  12th  Street,  Tifton,  GA  31794,  (912)  382-6100 


Christian 
Heritage  Tour 

England,  Scotland  &  Wales 

July  9-26,  1991 

See  the  usual  tourist  attractions 
and  visit  the  historic  sites  of 
John  Wesley,  Asbury,  Wycliffe, 

Knox,  Tyndale,  Bunyon, 
Livingston,  C.S.  Lewis,  etc. 

Write  or  call  for  brochure: 

Dr.  Curtis  Mitchell 

Biola  University 

13800  Biola  Avenue,  La  Mirada, 

CA  90639  (213)  944-0351 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

VIRGINIA  BEACH,  Va.— Reli¬ 
gion,  not  science,  holds  the  key  to 
dealing  with  the  global  ecological 
crisis,  according  to  a  prominent  so¬ 
cial  scientist. 

“It  isn’t  that  scientific  knowledge 
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of  natural  systems  isn’t  accurate,” 
Mary  Catherine  Bateson  recently 
told  members  of  the  Society  for  the 
Scientific  Study  of  Religion.  Dr.  Ba¬ 
teson  teaches  anthropology  and  En¬ 
glish  at  George  Mason  University 
in  Fairfax,  Va. 

However,  she  said,  religious  tra¬ 
ditions  provide  something  science 
does  not;  “integrative  models”  in 
the  form  of  gripping  images — such 
as  the  biblical  story  of  creation — 
that  help  people  visualize  the  world 
as  a  whole. 

By  contrast,  she  pointed  out,  sci¬ 
ence  “does  not  provide  an  intuitive 
grasp  of  the  whole.” 

And,  unlike  religion,  science 
“doesn’t  have  the  habit  of  constant 
awareness  of  the  interdependence” 
of  nature,  she  said. 

Such  awareness  is  necessary,  Dr. 
Bateson  said,  because  “ecological 
disaster  is  rooted  in  what  is  concep¬ 


tualized,  what  is  noticed  and  what 
is  attended  to.” 

She  said  that  science,  by  its  very 
nature,  is  unable  to  see  the  "inter¬ 
dependent  loops  and  side  effects” 
that  result  when  scientific  models 
are  applied  to  ecological  problems. 

As  an  example,  she  cited  the 
"Gaea  Hypothesis.”  That’s  a  mod¬ 
ern  attempt  to  envision  the  globe  as 
a  living  organism.  It’s  rooted  in  an 
image  from  Greek  mythology  of  the 
Earth  as  a  goddess  (Gaea). 

Dr.  Bateson  said  a  model  of  the 
earth  based  on  a  female  image, 
however  useful  in  some  ways,  is 
“not  a  good  idea  in  a  culture  that 
still  exploits  women.” 

She  cautioned,  however,  against 
the  idea  that  the  worldview  and  re¬ 
lated  ethic  of  any  particular  reli¬ 
gious  tradition  is  inherently 
superior  to  another. 

To  believe  otherwise,  she  said. 


perpetuates  a  “mythology  of  domi¬ 
nance”  that  sets  up  violent  and  de¬ 
structive  "win-lose”  approaches  to 
human  problems,  including  the 
problem  of  environmental  preser¬ 
vation. 

"We  are  not  going  to  solve  the 
problems  of  our  natural  systems 
with  any  one  religion,”  she  said. 

Rather,  she  said,  the  role  of  reli¬ 
gion  should  be  to  promote  a  “multi¬ 
ple  sense  of  truth"  and  “broad 
peripheral  vision"  that  encom¬ 
passes  the  most  inclusive  possible 
view  of  reality. 

Dr.  Bateson  is  the  daughter  of 
Margaret  Mead,  whose  pioneering 
studies  of  male-female  relationships 
in  primitive  cultures  helped  lay  the 
groundwork  for  contemporary  dis¬ 
cussion  of  women’s  issues.  Her  fa¬ 
ther,  Gregory  Bateson,  also  was  an 
acclaimed  anthropologist. 


The  society’s  Nov.  9-11  annual 
meeting  was  held  jointly  with  a  sim¬ 
ilar  meeting  of  the  Religious  Re¬ 
search  Association. 


9  — —  m. 

Mary  Catherine  Bateson 
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HALL  OF  FAME:  Four  people  were  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  1990  Communicators  Hall  of 
Fame  at  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Association  of  Communicators  in 
San  Antonio,  Texas.  Honored  were  George  M. 
Daniels,  retired  executive  editor  of  “New 
World  Outlook,”  the  magazine  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries;  Doris  M.  Hess, 
longtime  missionary,  international  communica¬ 
tor  and  Christian  literature  consultant  with  the 
global  missions  board;  Edward  J.  Mikula,  artist 
and  designer  who  created  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  “cross  and  flame”  logo;  and  Bishop 
Robert  E.  Goodrich  Jr.,  honored  posthumously 
for  his  lifetime  contributions  to  church  commu¬ 
nications,  especially  as  a  pioneer  of  religious  ra¬ 
dio  and  television  broadcasting. 

GOSSIP  'ETHICAL'?:  The  Rev. 

William  H.  Willimon  is  exploring  the  possibili¬ 
ty  that  gossip  can  be  an  eth-  , 

ical  activity.  In  an  article  in  j 

the  Oct.  31  issue  of  the  ^ 

"Christian  Century,”  Dr.  r* 

Willimon  suggests  that  peo-  r^'  ^ 

pie  use  gossip  “as  a  way  of  4 

making  sense  of  their  own  S  yB 
lives.  Gossip  can  be  a  way  :M 
of  uniting  us,  a  way  of  re-  ^ 

vealing  the  humanity  be-  William  Willimon 
hind  the  masks  people  wear  in  public,  or  a  way 
to  talk  about  things  that  are  difficult  to  discuss 
in  public.”  Gossip  becomes  evil,  he  contends, 
when  it  is  hurtful  and  slanderous.  Dr.  Willimon 
is  minister  to  United  Methodist-related  Duke 
University  in  Durham,  N.C.,  and  dean  of  Duke 
Chapel. 

CHAPEL  DEDICATED:  The  Blanche 
T.  Hagan  Chapel  at  Emory  University’s  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology  was  dedicated  recently. 
The  chapel,  part  of  the  D.  Abbott  Turner  Vil¬ 
lage  and  Conference  Center,  will  be  used  as  a 
meditation  chapel  for  small  groups.  It  com¬ 
memorates  the  generosity  of  its  namesake,  a 
longtime  Atlanta-area  United  Methodist. 

QUILTS  GALORE:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  of  Epworth  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Chickasha,  Okla.,  have  made  1,950 
quilts  for  the  AIDS  Baby  Crib  Project  organized 
by  a  New  Hampshire  woman.  The  quilts  were 
among  3,500  received  by  Oklahoma  UMW  at 
its  recent  state  meeting.  Susan  Luckyof  Weath¬ 
erford,  project  chair,  has  distributed  1 ,200  to  lo¬ 
cal  hospitals. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Bishops  will  fast  to  show  spiritual  leadership 


By  DON  DONATO 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas- 
United  Methodist  bishops  have 
covenanted  to  fast  weekly. 

You  may  be  invited  to  join 
them. 

The  bishops  promised  each 
other  at  their  fall  meeting  in  Fort 
Worth  Nov.  5-8  that  they  would 
abstain  from  food  until  3  p.m. 
each  Friday. 

The  subject  came  up  because  of 
the  bishops’  recently  issued  pasto¬ 
ral  letter,  “Vital  Congregations/ 
Faithful  Disciples:  Vision  for  the 
Church”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  9). 

In  the  letter,  they  pledged  them¬ 
selves  to  fast  and  pray  for  the 
church’s  vitality.  Some  of  their 
constituents  were  asking  what  they 
meant  in  practical  terms. 

So,  the  bishops,  in  an  effort  to 
show  that  they  are  conscientious¬ 
ly  trying  to  be  spiritual  leaders  of 
the  denomination’s  total  9.8  mil¬ 


lion  members  worldwide,  agreed 
“to  fast  on  Fridays  until  3  p.m., 
pray  and  practice  almsgiving  on 
behalf  of  congregational  vitality 
and  faithful  discipleship." 

During  a  lively  discussion  of 
the  concepts  surrounding  fasting 
and  prayer  for  the  vitality  of  the 
church,  there  seemed  to  be  no 
question  of  “if,”  but  rather  only 
of  what  form  the  actions  would 
take. 

As  part  of  the  spiritual  exer¬ 
cise,  it  was  suggested  that  money 
not  spent  on  breakfast  and  lunch 
could  be  given  to  the  fight 
against  hunger  in  the  world,  per¬ 
haps  through  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Bishop  Emilio  J.M.  de  Car¬ 
valho  (Western  Angola  Area) 
said  he  and  other  bishops  in  the 
Third  World  might  feel  uneasy 
about  asking  church  members  to 
fast  “because  many  of  them  do 
not  have  even  one  meal  a  day.” 

Bishop  de  Carvalho,  president- 


elect  of  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
said  he  approved  of  the  concept 
of  the  spiritual  discipline  and  en¬ 
couraged  bishops  to  invite  all  the 
United  Methodists  in  their  areas 
to  take  part. 

He  added  that  it  would  mean  a 
lot  to  hungry  Christians  to  know 
that  their  fellow  United  Method¬ 
ists  were  thinking  of  them. 

However,  he  urged  the  other 
bishops  to  encourage  their  fast¬ 
ing  flocks  to  avoid  the  pitfall  of 
"eating  much,  much  more  at  the 
later  meal  to  make  up  for  the 
food  they  missed  earlier  in  the 
day.” 

To  feel  the  hunger,  he  said, 
would  bring  the  fasting  leaders 
into  empathetic  solidarity  with 
those  in  the  world  whose  daily 
existence  includes  hunger  and 
the  quest  to  ease  its  pangs. 

The  Friday  fast  was  chosen  af¬ 
ter  several  bishops  attested  that 
it  was  a  model  used  by  Method¬ 
ism’s  founder,  John  Wesley. 


Spiritual  leaders  list  parts 
of  their  mutual  covenant 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas — The  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  has  made  a  covenant  to  be  intentional  spiritual  leaders 
of  the  church. 

During  the  council’s  fall  mealing  in  Fort  Worth 
Nov.  5-8,  the  bishops  promised  each  other  that 
they  would; 

*  “Lead  our  annual  conferences  in  discerning 
God’s  vision  for  congregational  life  and  the 
church’s  mission; 

*  “Evaluate  our  styles  of  episcopal  leadership 
as  they  affect  congregational  life  and  the  mission 
of  the  connection; 

*  “Seek  to  nurture  the  life  of  existing  congregations,  to  en¬ 
courage  the  establishment  of  new  ones,  and  to  evangelize  unbe¬ 
lievers,  and 

*  “Preach  the  Word  and  celebrate  Holy  Communion  regularly 
in  local  congregations  (here  it  was  noted  that  many  bishops  re¬ 
ported  that  when  they  visited  a  church  it  was  merely  as  a 
preacher,  speaker  or  potluck  dinner  guest,  and  that  they  needed 
to  witness  to  the  churches  by  celebrating  Holy  Communion).” 


Council  seeks  meeting  on  Mideast 


'Frisbees'  to  fly  to  Gulf 


NORTHRIDGE,  Calif. — The  Northridge  United  Methodist 
Church  is  playing  Santa  Claus  to  U.S.  military  personnel  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  region.  In  early  November  members  of  the  church 
gathered  and  shipped  550  "Frisbees"  with  personal  Christmas 
greetings  attached.  The  flying  discs  are  to  be  distributed  on 
Christmas  Day.  Shown  with  some  of  the  "Frisbees"  are  church 
members  who  worked  on  the  project:  Karen  Brown,  Rosie 
Hitchcock,  Pam  Allen,  Carolyn  Pratt,  Patty  Klamerus  and  Nan¬ 
cy  Easterly. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— The 
United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  has  instructed  its  presi¬ 
dent  and  secretary  to  deliver  the 
council’s  concerns  about  potential 
military  action  in  the  Mideast  to 
U.S.  President  George  Bush. 

First,  however,  the  bishops 
gave  their  corporate  blessing  to 
the  statement  which  was  pre¬ 
pared  on  their  behalf  by  their  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  and  released 
Sept.  1 0  (see  UMR,  Sept.  2 1 ). 

In  discussion,  the  bishops  con¬ 
firmed  their  preference  for  a  po¬ 
litical,  multi-national  rather  than 
a  military  solution  to  the  Iraqi 
situation. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New 
York  Area)  suggested  that  it 
would  be  appropriate  for  the  epis¬ 
copal  leaders  of  the  9.8  million 
United  Methodists  worldwide  to 
express  support  for  a  solution 
which  would  be  the  most  humane 
to  the  greatest  number  of  people. 

He  farther  proposed  (hat  to  make 


the  point  clearly,  the  statement 
ought  to  be  delivered  by  the  presi¬ 
dent  and  secretary  of  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

By  what  appeared  to  be  a 
unanimous  vote,  the  president  of 
the  council.  Bishop  Leroy  C.  Ho- 
dapp  (Indiana  Area),  and  the 
council  secretary,  Bishop  Melvin 


G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area), 
were  appointed  to  deliver  the 
message  to  President  Bush  at  the 
White  House. 

Bishop  Talbert’s  office  said  last 
week  that  no  word  had  been  re¬ 
ceived  on  the  bishops’  request  for 
an  appointment  with  the  president. 

—DON  DONATO 


Best  sermons  are  named 


United  Methodist 
News  Service 

The  three  best  new  Easter 
sermons  submitted  to  a  con¬ 
test  sponsored  by  “Circuit 
Rider”  magazine  for  United 
Methodist  clergy  have  been 
chosen. 

Winners  in  the  journal’s 
Sermon  Critique-Contest,  in¬ 
tended  to  promote  the  im¬ 
portance  and  improvement 
of  preaching  ministry,  are: 

“When  the  Fog  Lifts”  by 
the  Rev.  Michael  Brown, 


pastor  of  Boone  (N.C.)  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  first 
place,  to  be  published  in  the 
journal’s  February  issue; 

“Mary  Magdalene’s  Wit¬ 
ness”  by  the  Rev.  Katherine 
A.  Shindel,  who  teaches  at 
the  school  of  chaplaincy  at 
Air  University,  Maxwell  Air 
Force  Base  in  Alabama,  sec¬ 
ond  place,  March  issue; 

“Waiting  at  the  Tomb”  by 
the  Rev.  Steve  Williams,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Brunswick/Prairie 
Chapel/Triplett  charge  in 
Missouri,  third,  April. 


If  you're  looking  for  the  ideal 
Gift  and  Award  Bible ,  here  it  is! 
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Cokesbury  NRSV  Gift  and  Award 
Bible,  now  available  with 
Apocrypha! 
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77  'new  behaviors'  prescribed 
for  Northeast  Texas  clergy,  laity 


WICHITA  FALLS,  Texas — More 
than  149,000  United  Methodist 
evangelists  are  soon  to  be  roaming 
Northeastern  Texas. 

At  least  half  the  conference’s  or¬ 
dained  and  diaconal  ministers  are 
to  be  speaking  Spanish  by  1995. 

Every  congregation  in  the  North 
Texas  Annual  Conference  with  an 
average  worship  attendance  of  150 
or  more  is  to  add  a  regular  worship 
service  in  the  coming  year  at  some 
time  other  than  Sunday  morning. 

These  are  three  of  1 7  “new  beha¬ 
viors”  that  Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake 
(Dallas  Area)  is  asking  North  Texas 
United  Methodists  to  carry  out  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  five  years.  His  plan  for 
reaching  the  “unchurched,”  an¬ 
nounced  last  month,  appears  to  be  a 
first  for  the  denomination. 

Bishop  Blake  detailed  his  propos¬ 
als  in  an  81 -page  booklet  entitled, 
“A  Call  to  Community,  Conviction 
and  Commitment.”  He  presented 
his  behaviors  with  supporting  ex¬ 
planations  to  the  clergy  and  laity  at 
separate  weekend  retreats  in  Wichi¬ 


ta  Falls  during  October. 

About  475  ordained  and  diacon¬ 
al  ministers  out  of  about  600  at¬ 
tended  one  gathering.  More  than 
300  laypeople  attended  the  other. 

Bishop  Blake  said  he  didn't  otter 
his  behaviors  as  a  church-growth 
model  for  the  denomination.  He  said 
he  wrote  his  “prescription”  specifi¬ 
cally  to  accomplish  the  North  Texas 
conference’s  two-year-old  priority: 
“Reaching  the  Unchurched.” 

“If  that’s  the  priority,”  he  said, 
“that  means  reaching  the  ‘un¬ 
churched’  should  be  the  No.  1  thing 
we’re  trying  to  do.” 

Bishop  Blake  did  say  he  was  shar¬ 
ing  his  booklet  with  bishops  who 
asked  to  see  it. 

Other  new  behaviors  include  dou¬ 
bling  by  1993  the  new  members  re¬ 
ceived  annually  by  each  congregation, 
having  pastors  spend  20  percent  of 
their  time  each  week  in  work  to  reach 
the  “unchurched,”  increasing  minis¬ 
try  to  children  and  teen-agers,  and  es¬ 
tablishing  a  conferencewide  capital 
endowment  fund  for  church  construc- 


Plan  for  new  'Sesame'-like 
program  attracts  attention 


tion. 

Laypeople  and  clerics  signed  cove¬ 
nant  statements  indicating  which  be¬ 
haviors  they  were  willing  to  follow. 

The  bishop  said  he  planned  to 
work  with  conference  leaders  to  es¬ 
tablish  strategies  to  accomplish 
each  of  the  17  behaviors. 

For  instance,  to  double  new  mem¬ 
bers,  Bishop  Blake  said  he  wants  to 
make  all  149,000  United  Methodists 
in  the  conference  “evangelists.” 

United  Methodists  miss  many 
opportunities  each  day  to  share 
their  faith  during  routine  encoun¬ 
ters  with  friends,  neighbors  and  co¬ 
workers,  Bishop  Blake  said. 

To  help  church  members  capitalize 
on  those  opportunities,  he  proposes  a 
series  of  one-day  seminars.  They  are 
intended  to  prepare  lay  leaders  to 
show  members  of  their  congregations 
how  to  be  evangelists. 

The  bishop  said  pastors  need  to  be 
conversant  in  Spanish  so  they  can 
reach  out  to  the  growing  Spanish¬ 
speaking  population  in  North  Texas. 

Congregations  need  to  offer  alter¬ 
nate  worship  times  so  they  can 
reach  out  to  people  who  work  Sun¬ 
day  mornings,  he  said, 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
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By  FRANCES  S.  SMITH 

United  Methodist  New  Service 

NEWARK,  N.J. — The  possibility 
of  a  new  children’s  TV  show — the 
first  since  "Sesame  Street” — drew 
50  church  educators  and  media  ex¬ 
ecutives  to  a  Nov.  12-13  sympo¬ 
sium  on  children  and  television 
hosted  here  by  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

The  gathering  included  represen¬ 
tatives  of  14  denominations  and 
faith  groups,  most  of  which  are  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  Vision  Television 
Satellite  Network  (VISN),  an  inter¬ 
faith  TV  network. 

Moderator  Bruno  Caliandro  said, 
“We  hope,  within  two  years,  to  put 
together  a  TV  series  like  ‘Sesame 
Street.’  We  will  deal  with  emotions, 
feelings  and  values.” 

Six  presentations  by  experts  in  early 
childhood  education,  child  psycholo¬ 
gy  and  children’s  television  dealt  with 


choosing  and  presenting  values. 

John  H.  Niemeyer,  president 
emeritus  of  Bank  Street  College  of 
Education  in  New  York,  said,  “The 
basis  for  all  moral  development 
seems  to  be  the  presence  in  the  child 
of  the  capacity  for  empathy.”  Dr. 
Niemeyer  wrote  the  education  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1965 
and  created  “Project  Head  Start.” 

Many  tiny  children  show  an 
awareness  of  other  children,  he  said, 
and  by  the  age  of  3  or  4,  many  can 
enter  into  the  feelings  of  other  chil¬ 
dren.  Forces  shaping  this  tendency 
for  empathy  include  peers,  family 
and  culture,  he  added. 

Dr.  Niemeyer  said  information 
and  knowledge  are  essential  for 
thinking  through  many  moral  ques¬ 
tions.  Television  can  be  “an  enor¬ 
mously  important  medium  for 
opening  new  vistas,  new  knowledge 
for  children,”  he  said. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

The  seven  United  Methodist  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  in  Texas  are  seeking  a  person  to  assist 
them  in  relating  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Texas.  He  or  she  will  serve  as  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  Texas  United  Methodist  Col¬ 
lege  Association.  The  position  will  be  half-time; 
the  person  who  assumes  the  office  will  begin 
during  the  summer  of  1991. 

Applications  or  nominations  should  be  sent  to: 

Texas  United  Methodist  College 
Association 

Box  2,  1820  East  8th  Street 
Austin,  TX  78702 

The  presidents  of  the  seven  institutions,  who 
make  up  the  board  of  the  Association,  will  begin 
screening  applications  on  December  31,  1990, 
and  will  continue  until  an  appointment  is  made. 

The  seven  institutions  in  the  Association  are: 
Huston-Tillotson  College,  Lon  Morris  College, 
McMurry  University,  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity,  Southwestern  University,  Texas  Wesley¬ 
an  University,  and  Wiley  College. 

The  Association  is  an  Affirmative  Action  and 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


ILIFF  WEEK 

GRADUATE  LECTURES 
AND  PASTORS’  SCHOOL 

January  28-31,  1991 
Iliff  School  of  Theology 
Denver,  Colorado 
Keynote  Address: 

The  Hon.  Patricia  Schroeder 

Representative  of  the  First 
Congressional  District  of  Colorado 
Confronting  Contemporary  Challenges 

Preachers  of  the  Week 

Dr.  Walter  Brueggemann 
Dr.  William  McClain 
Lecturers 
Dr.  Clark  Pinnock 
Dr.  Delwin  Brown 
Theological  Crossfire 
Dr.  Delores  Williams 
Biblical  Paradigms  of  Survival 
Challenge  Liberation  Theology 
Dr.  Tex  Sample 

Doing  Ministry  in  a  Conservative  Context 

Dr.  James  Wall 

Issues  of  War  and  Peace  in  the  Gulf 
Dr.  Kenneth  Cracknell 
The  Christ  Who  W js  Not  Exclusive 
Dr.  Donald  Messer 
A  Conspiracy  of  Goodness 

Continuing  Education  Workshops 

Dr.  William  McClain,  Come  Sunday 

Dr.  Kenneth  Cracknell,  Christians  Living 

with  Religious  Pluralism 

Dr.  Dorothy  Furnish,  The  Use  of  the  Bible 

for  Children 

Dr.  Waiter  Brueggemann, 

Dr.  David  Petersen 

Reading  and  Preaching  the  Prophets 
Ms.  Mary  Wilcox,  New  Age  Spirituality: 
A  Challenge  to  Christianity 

For  information  contact: 

Sally  Geis,  Director,  Iliff  Institute 

2201  S.  University  Blvd.,  Denver.  CO  80210 

1-800-678-3360 
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Advent  II: 
Faith 


Robert  Bellah,  who  is  familiar  to  many  of  you  as  one  of  the  authors 
of  Habits  of  the  Heart  recently  spoke  to  the  American  Episcopal  Bish¬ 
ops  on  their  leadership  role  in  American  culture.  He  said  that  it  “may 
be  precisely  the  responsibility  of  the  bishop  or  the  priest  to  say  things 
that  most  people  do  not  want  to  hear.”  He  further  urged  the  bishops  to 
“speak  out  of  their  understanding  of  scripture  and  tradition  and  not  out 
of  any  desire  to  exercise  personal  power.” 

Bellah  also  discussed  the  corrosion  of  the  covenant  understanding  of 
life  in  family,  government,  and  church.  He  said  that  we  have  become  an 
individualistic  and  privatistic  culture  and  as  a  result  we  have  lost  the 
sense  of  mutual  care,  accountability,  and  authority.  This  is  evidenced 
by  marriage  breakdown,  decreased  loyalty  to  institutions  (we  “shop” 
for  churches  like  we  do  food  or  cars),  and  minimal  commitment  to  any 
cause. 

But  in  the  midst  of  this  reality  comes  the  words  of  Frederick  Borsch 
w  ho  did  a  study  of  his  own  denomination  and  concluded:  “People  are 
hungry  for  fellowship  to  find  meaning  in  life,  and  they  are  seeking  an¬ 
swers.” 

The  only  answer  the  church  has  to  give  is  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  — 
not  to  provide  security  but  to  provide  a  community  of  faith,  worship, 
and  witness  (the  Body  of  Christ)  in  which  to  struggle,  witness,  cele¬ 
brate  and  nurture  one  another. 

Advent  faith  is  the  childlike  affirmation  that  we  are  not  alone.  We 
need  each  other.  We  find  God  in  community  as  we  see  Christ  in  our 
neighbor. 

O 

Books  Needed  to  Enhance 
Growth  of  Seminary 


One  year  ago,  a  request  went  out 
from  the  President  of  The  Method¬ 
ist  Union  Seminary  in  Korea,  Bish¬ 
op  Sul-Bong  Park,  D.D.,  for 
donations  of  suitable  books  written 
in  English  for  the  seminary’s  li¬ 
brary.  The  response  from  churches, 
pastors,  professors,  retirees,  and 
other  individuals  has  been  very  pos¬ 
itive  and  greatly  appreciated.  Cur¬ 
rently,  3200  volumes  have  been 
received. 

The  seminary  opened  16  years 
ago  and  is  continuing  to  grow.  At 
the  present  time,  534  enrolled  stu¬ 
dents  are  preparing  for  the  minis¬ 
try.  Much  research  is  done  in  En¬ 
glish.  To  meet  the  needs  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  government  regulations, 
more  books,  regardless  of  age  or 
condition,  on  any  subject  relating  to 
the  seminary,  are  urgently  needed. 

Any  group  or  individual  wishing 
to  update  their  libraries  and  who 
would  like  to  contribute  new  or 
used  books  or  money  for  the  Meth¬ 


odist  Union  Seminary  may  do  so  ei¬ 
ther  by  shipping  the  books  directly 
to  Korea,  or  by  sending  them  to  Dr. 
Young-Il  Kim,  liaison  for  the 
school  and  Director  of  the  Asian 
Center  at  Garrett-Evangelical  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary.  Your  contribu¬ 
tions  are  greatly  appreciated. 

To  ship  directly  to  Korea: 

Methodist  Hyup  Sung 
Theological 
Seminary  Library 
San  8-1,  Sang-Ri, 

Bong  Dam-Myun 
Wha  Sung-Kun,  Kyung  Ki-Do 
Rep.  of  Korea  554-890 
To  ship  to  Dr.  Kim  who  will  ship 
your  contributions  to  Korea: 

Dr.  Young-11  Kim 
8339  Monticello 
Skokie,  IL  60076 
(Telephone:  708-866-3887) 

For  further  information  regarding 
Union  Seminary  or  this  project, 
please  call  Dr.  Kim  at  the  above 
telephone  number. 


Your  Gifts  To  The 
Lord  Work  In  Very 
Unmysterious 

Ways. 


The  Lord  does  indeed  work  in  mysterious  ways.  But  at  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation,  we've  worked  hard  to  eliminate  any 
mystery  about  what  happens  to  your  gifts  to  the  Church. 

Not  only  have  we  created  a  variety  of  gift  plans  to  fit  your 
needs  and  desires  —  testamentary  giving  througn  wills,  life  income 
trusts,  endowments,  beneficiary  designation  of  life  insurance 
policies  and  so  forth  —  but  we  also  make  it  possible  for  giftmakers 
to  designate  exactly  where  their  gifts  will  go  and  to  know  what 
specific  good  works  will  be  enabled. 

For  more  information,  simply  call  or  write  today.  Our 
assistance  is  free  and  there  is  nothing  mysterious  about  the  joy 
you'll  receive  by  becoming  a  giftmaker. 

United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
Dr.  Kenneth  R.  Reed,  Executive  Director 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802 
(504) 346-1646 


Louisiana  Youth  Answer  Call  to  Faith 


Twenty-five  young  people  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  gathered 
in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  on  October 
19-21,  to  deepen  their  commitment 
to  the  Church  and  to  Christ.  The 
youth,  the  Reverend  Wilson  Brent 
of  Centenary  College  and  the  Rev¬ 
erend  Terry  C.  Willis,  pastor  of 
Homer-Wesley  Chapel,  joined 
1,100  other  United  Methodist  teens 
and  college-age  students  for  “Explo¬ 
ration  ’90,”  a  symposium  to  explore 
ways  to  answer  God’s  call  for  Chris¬ 
tian  service.  It  was  the  largest  con¬ 
vocation  of  its  kind  in  250  years  of 
Methodist  history. 

The  convocation  was  held  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Willis  because  of  the 
concern  for  the  future  of  the  or¬ 
dained  ministry  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  There  is  grow¬ 
ing  evidence  that  retirements  over 
the  next  few  years  will  outpace  en¬ 


tering  clergy.  According  to  the  Rev¬ 
erend  Kilsang  Yoon,  staff  person 
for  the  event-sponsors,  the  Division 
of  Ordained  Ministry  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Nashville, 
if  current  patterns  continue,  48  per¬ 
cent  of  clergypersons  currently  serv¬ 
ing  local  United  Methodist 
congregations  will  retire  in  the  next 
10-15  years. 

Although  seminary  enrollments 
have  remained  steady  in  some  sec¬ 
tors,  a  growing  majority  of  students 
are  older  than  40  and  in  second  ca¬ 
reers.  The  tenure  is  shorter,  and 
their  perspectives  and  energies  are 
different  from  those  of  a  25-year- 
old  not  long  out  of  school. 

The  Reverend  Jim  Oman,  direc¬ 
tor  of  a  Lilly  Foundation  project 
studying  recruitment  of  United 
Methodists  for  ordained  ministry, 
says  that  there  are  other  reasons  as 


well  for  concern  about  the  number 
of  future  clergy  people.  Secular  ca¬ 
reers  often  offer  “more  opportuni¬ 
ties  and  higher  salaries  .  .  . 
“particularly  for  women  and  people 
of  color.” 

Mr.  Oman  adds  that  with  the  22- 
year  membership  decline,  United 
Methodist  and  other  mainline  de¬ 
nominations  “have  a  tremendous 
public  relations  problem.  Many 
young  people  view  the  church  as  a 
dying  institution.”  He  also  said  that 
many  local  church  pastors  and  lay 
leaders,  campus  ministers  and 
youth  workers  lost  their  zeal  for 
nurturing  and  recommending 
promising  youth  as  candidates  for 
ministry. 

Organizers  of  “Exploration  ’90,” 
therefore,  were  heartened  by  the 
large,  enthusiastic  turnout  and  the 


hope  it  holds  for  a  fresh  spirit  blow¬ 
ing  in  the  Church  among  the  next 
generation.  “The  response  ...  to 
this  event  clearly  indicates  an  inter¬ 
est  among  young  people,”  said  Mr. 
Willis. 

Those  youth  gathered  in  St.  Louis 
credited  their  parents,  pastors,  cam¬ 
pus  ministers  and  churches  as  pri¬ 
mary  influences  for  their  interest  in 
spiritual  matters.  Many  said  they 
are  sure  of  their  calling,  and  spent 
much  of  their  time  talking  with  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  United  Methodist 
seminaries  to  discuss  the  enroll¬ 
ment  process.  Others,  also  encour¬ 
aged  by  various  mentors,  were 
present  to  discuss  and  solidify  their 
faith  and  learn  ways  to  incorporate 
it  into  their  future  professional 
lives.  Another  convocation  is  being 
planned  for  1992. 


'God  has  something 
for  me  to  do ' 


“I  know  God  has  something  for 
me  to  do,  but  I  just  can’t  get  it  fig¬ 
ured  out,”  conveys  the  frustration 
of  men  and  women  of  all  ages  trying 
to  make  sense  out  of  words  like 
“calling”  and  “ministry.” 

“Where  do  we  find  leaders  for  the 
future  of  the  Church?”  conveys  the 
corresponding  frustration  and  fear 
of  current  church  leaders. 

The  Centenary  College  School  of 
Church  Careers  is  bringing  these 
two  guests  together  in  a  powerfully 
innovative  way  to  offer  solutions 
for  both.  Helping  students  under¬ 
stand  their  own  calling  and  prepare 
to  fulfill  it  is  the  best  way  to  answer 
the  need  of  the  church  for  vital 
leadership. 

There  are  currently  70  students  in 
this  program  preparing  for  semi¬ 
nary  and  ordination,  for  roles  in 
education,  counselling,  recreation, 
youth  ministry,  and  administration. 
They  will  leave  the  program  with  a 
bachelor’s  degree  and  formal  en¬ 
dorsement  to  enter  the  work  force 
immediately  or  to  leave  for  gradu¬ 
ate  school  training  and  ordained  or 
diaconal  ministry.  Many  students 
do  both. 

The  Church  Careers  Program  at 
Centenary  engages  students  in  a 
model  designed  to  assist  them  to 
test  their  sense  of  vocation  before 
committing  themselves  to  a  course 
of  graduate  school,  certification, 
and  a  career  in  ministry. 


Here,  the  student,  while  doing 
both  course  work  and  supervised 
ministry,  explores  vocational  op¬ 
tions  and  begins  to  prepare  accord¬ 
ingly. 

The  School  of  Church  Careers 
combines  a  challenging  degree  pro¬ 
gram  with  an  unparalleled  opportu¬ 
nity  for  development  and 
integration  of  personal  and  profes¬ 
sional  growth  equalled  by  no  other 
undergraduate  program  of  religious 
or  related  studies. 

The  program  also  offers  direct  re¬ 
sources  to  local  churches  and  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  church,  both  in  and  out 
of  the  Louisiana  area.  In  addition  to 
the  field  work  which  students  do  in 
local  churches,  the  Church  Careers 
Resource  Team,  six  students  with 
great  skill  and  insight,  offers  a  ser¬ 
vice  to  churches,  youth  groups,  and 
church-related  agencies  in  provid¬ 
ing  special  youth  programs,  worship 
services,  musical  presentations, 
workshops,  and  retreat  leadership. 
Under  the  leadership  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  staff,  they  travel  in  a  four- 
state  area  to  respond  to  invitations 
from  a  wide  range  of  groups  in  dif¬ 
ferent  sorts  of  settings. 

For  more  information,  or  to  se¬ 
cure  the  Resource  Team,  call  The 
Centenary  School  of  Church  Ca¬ 
reers  at  318/869-5156  or  the  Office 
of  Admissions  at  318/869-5131  or 
1/800/234-4448. 


Future  Broadcast  to  Combine 
Personal  Experience  with  the  Bible 


The  1990-91  United  Methodist 
series  on  “The  Protestant  Hour” 
will  air  December  23,  1990, 
through  March  10,  1991. 

This  program,  featuring  the  Rev¬ 
erend  James  W.  Moore,  Senior 
Minister  of  St.  Luke’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Houston,  Texas,  is 
produced  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Joint  Communications  Committee, 
which  is  composed  of  representa¬ 
tives  from  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  Communications  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications. 

The  theme  of  Dr,  Moore’s  series 
is  “Yes,  Lord  I  Have  Sinned."  Re¬ 
calling  personal  experiences  and 
combining  them  with  biblical  teach¬ 
ings,  Dr.  Moore  will  present  1 2  fa¬ 
miliar  varieties  of  common  sins. 
Music  is  provided  by  St.  Luke’s  and 
other  United  Methodist  choirs. 


The  “Protestant  Hour,”  now  in 
its  45th  year  of  uninterrupted 
broadcasts,  is  an  ecumenical  minis¬ 
try  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church;  Presbyterian  Church,  USA; 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America;  and  the  Episcopal 
Church.  The  program  was  awarded 
the  coveted  Peabody  Award  for 
broadcasting  excellence  in  1985. 

In  Louisiana,  the  series  will  air  on 
Amite  radio  station  WABL  1570 
AM  at  12  noon,  and  in  Lake 
Charles  on  station  KLCL  1470  AM 
at  7:30  a.m. 

Moore  previously  served  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  as  associate  pas¬ 
tor  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Shreveport. 

For  information  regarding  place¬ 
ment,  contact:  Bill  Richards,  UM- 
Com,  P.O.  Box  320,  Nashville,  TN 
37202,(615)742-5405. 


To  All  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Insurance  Subscribers 

This  is  to  notify  you  that  all  medical  and  dental  invoices  incurred 
during  1990  must  be  sent  in  to  the  insurance  company  no  later  than 
March  31,  1991,  in  order  to  be  eligible  for  the  benefits.  The  invoices 
should  be  mailed  to  the  following  address: 

Employee  Benefit  Services,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  51005 
Shreveport,  LA  71135-1005 
1991  Insurance  Premiums  Are: 


Family . $426.00/mo. 

Single . $160.00/mo. 

Medicare  Supplement . $  70.00/mo. 


Around  the  Conference 


The  Kids  N'  Action  group  at  Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  recently  took  a  fun  trip  focusing  on  "transportation.'' 
They  enjoyed  a  ride  on  the  St.  Charles  Street  Car  Line  and  the  Jack- 
son-Gretna  Ferry. 


Louisiana  Area  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  during  a  recent  Shepherd's 
Visit  to  the  Ruston  District,  made  as  his  last  stop  the  Ansley  United 
Methodist  Church.  Bishop  Oden  visited  every  church  in  the  district 
and  led  several  special  services.  He  is  shown  standing  with  Rev. 
James  Poole,  Ruston  District  Superintendent  and  Rev.  Carolyn  B. 
Volentine,  pastor  of  Ansley  and  director  of  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Louisiana  Tech  University  in  Ruston.  They  are  standing  in  front  of 
the  Old  Ansley  Union  Church  where  Methodists  and  Baptists  have 
worshipped  together  for  nearly  a  century.  Bishop  Oden  was  given  a 
copy  of  the  Ansley  Cookbook  and  History  which  promoted  the  res¬ 
toration  of  the  building.  He  is  the  first  Bishop  to  visit  the  church  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  rural  area. 


The  Exxon  Company  recently  awarded  a  $5,000  grant  to  the  out¬ 
standing  accounting  and  computer  science  areas  in  the  Division  of 
Business  at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans.  The  special  unre¬ 
stricted  grants  are  part  of  a  nationwide  program  providing  a  total 
of  $1.8  million  this  year  for  departments  and/or  divisions  at  more 
than  100  universities  where  Exxon  recruits  employees.  Mildred 
Matthews  who  leads  Exxon's  accounting  recruiting  team  at  the  uni¬ 
versity,  said  these  awards  "reflect  a  desire  to  give  something  back 
to  the  specific  university  areas  of  study  that  provide  people  with  the 
qualities  Exxon  and  its  affiliates  need.  The  grant  also  indicates  the 
high  regard  we  have  for  Dillard  University  and  its  graduates."  Ms. 
Matthews  is  shown  with  Dr.  Anthony  Osei,  Dillard  University  Act¬ 
ing  Business  Division  Chairperson. 


Faith  forum 


DECEMBER  7,  1990 


The  United  Methodist 


REPORTER 

Editorial  - 

Religion  or  science?  No  contest 


“Religion,  more  than  science, 
holds  the  key  to  dealing  with  the 
earth’s  environmental  problems  be¬ 
cause  religion  views  reality  in  an  in¬ 
tegrative  rather  than  segmented 
manner”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  30). 

Provocative  thoughts  in  any  case, 
but  moreso  since  they  come,  not 
from  a  preacher  or  theologian,  but 
from  an  eminent  social  scientist, 
Dr.  Mary  Catherine  Bateson. 

And  unlike  religion,  she  said,  sci¬ 
ence  “doesn’t  have  the  habit  of  con¬ 
stant  awareness  of  the  interdepen¬ 
dence  of  nature.” 

Her  point  is  well  illustrated  by 
the  creation  story  in  Genesis  1  and 
2.  Those  chapters  describe  in  grip¬ 
ping  images  a  world  whose  parts, 
human  and  non-human,  God  made 
to  live  in  harmony. 

For  any  “scientific  solution"  to 
the  earth’s  ecological  problems  to 
be  valid,  it  must  be  tested  against  a 
"big  picture”  of  reality  such  as  that 
provided  by  Genesis. 

For  example,  use  of  biodegradable 
products  is  a  scientific  solution  to  an 
environmental  problem.  However, 
such  usage  has  side-effects  that  violate 
the  biblical  ideal  of  “harmony.” 

Critics  point  out  that  increased  us¬ 
age  of  biodegradable  products,  pri¬ 
marily  paper,  threatens  the  world’s 
tree  supply  unless  recycling  becomes 
much  more  widely  practiced. 

The  biblical  image  of  creation,  in 
which  everything  in  nature  bears 
the  stamp  of  the  divine,  requires 
that  such  “reverence  for  life”  con¬ 
cerns  be  raised  to  guard  against 


short-sighted,  quick-fix  solutions. 

Two  words  of  caution  need  to  be 
sounded  lest  Dr.  Bateson’s  point  and 
ours  sound  like  a  put-down  of  science. 

Caution  #1:  Dr.  Bateson  does  not 
pit  religion  against  science,  nor  should 
we.  Understood  rightly,  religion  and 
science  are  not  competitors.  Rather, 
they  are  distinctive  but  complemen¬ 
tary  ways  of  viewing  reality. 

Ironically,  we  as  Christians  at  times 
have  abandoned  our  “integrative” 
heritage  and  treated  science  as  though 
it  were  inherently  hostile  to  our  aims. 

It’s  time  to  drop  any  vestiges  of 
such  antagonism.  Vital  science,  as 
giants  such  as  Albert  Einstein  have 
testified,  is  rooted  in  profound  re¬ 
spect  for  the  reality  of  God.  And 
healthy  faith  looks  upon  the  find¬ 
ings  of  science  as  welcome  new  win¬ 
dows  into  the  workings  of  God. 

Caution  #2:  Dr.  Bateson’s  endorse¬ 
ment  of  a  religious  perspective 
should  not  be  equated  with  a  simplis¬ 
tic  “religion  is  the  answer"  approach 
to  ecology  or  other  complex  issues. 

This  caution  is  particularly  perti¬ 
nent  as  environmental  issues  move 
higher  on  the  agenda  of  religious  or¬ 
ganizations.  There  is  serious  danger 
in  adopting  trendy  appeals  that  hurl 
religious-sounding  “answers”  at 
complex  ecological  issues  (e.g. 
“Save  a  whale  for  Jesus”). 

Needed  instead  are  appeals  for 
genuine  spiritual  conversion — that 
is,  repentance  and  resolve  to  “lead  a 
new  life,  following  the  command¬ 
ments  of  God” — as  the  basis  for  a 
lasting  ethic  of  creation. 


For  any  "scientific  solution"  to  the  earth's  ecological  problems  to 
be  valid,  it  must  be  tested  against  a  "big  picture"  of  reality  such  as 
that  provided  by  Genesis.  But  understood  rightly,  religion  and  sci¬ 
ence  aren't  competitors. 


My  Witness -  -  .  —  — 

Christmas  gift  seeds  sprout  parable  of  life 


By  PHEBE  ANN  LEWIS 

Here  in  our  northland,  any 
time  after  Thanksgiving,  some¬ 
times  before,  Vermonters  expect 
ice  on  the  wind.  Snowclouds  like 
giant  whales  swim  up  into  our 
silvery  sea  of  sky,  letting  fall 
flakes  that  mount  into  drifts,  of¬ 
ten  walling  us  in  for  days. 

A  recent  December  fooled  us. 
In  the  unfrozen  ground,  grass 
still  pushed  up  enough  to  keep  a 
mower  busy.  Scents  of  moist 
earth  blew  softly  on  a  summer- 
like  breeze. 

One  morning,  in  bright  sun¬ 
shine,  our  postman  made  his 
rounds  in  shirt  sleeves,  bringing 
the  first  Christmas  mail. 

It  seemed  too  early 

It  seemed  too  early  to  open  the 
cards,  but  I  couldn’t  wait.  One  by 
one  I  slit  the  envelopes  and  eagerly 
absorbed  the  messages  and  news 
within.  The  last  envelope  felt  fat. 
As  I  withdrew  the  card  it  held,  a 


" My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean - 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Phebe  Ann  Lewis  is  a  member  of  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Cast  Aurora,  N.Y. 
and  attends  First  Congregational  Church 
near  her  home  in  Manchester ;  Vermont. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  66027S,  Dallas,  Texas  7S266 -0275. 


wax  paper  packet  of  homegrown 
flower  seeds  slipped  out. 

“From  our  garden  to  yours, 
Merry  Christmas!”  the  note  read. 

Startled,  I  held  the  packet  in  my 
hand.  So  out  of  season  the  gift 
seemed,  when  winter  was  about  to 
lock  us  in!  Dear  Anna,  who  sent 
those  tiny  shards,  might  have 
waited  until  planting  time.  I  might 
forget  or  lose  them  before  then. 

I  turned  them  over  wonder- 
ingly.  Planting  time,  I  thought  to 
myself.  But  it’s  so  warm  today 
that  I  could  even  plant  them 
now.  These  are  seeds  that  can  be 


in  the  ground  all  winter  and 
make  a  headstart  in  the  spring. 

Feeling  a  little  foolish,  yet  ex¬ 
cited  also  with  the  promise  of 
beauty  that  would  waken  when 
the  earth  turned,  I  went  out  to  my 
garden,  prepared  a  row,  and  gent¬ 
ly  tamped  in  the  seeds.  It  was  1 5 
days  before  Christmas,  three 
weeks  to  year’s  end. 

That  evening  I  went  to  visit  a 
beloved  physician  friend  who 
nears  his  100th  year.  A  widower, 
blind  now,  he  resides  in  a  retire¬ 
ment  home.  For  more  than  half  a 
century  he  was  a  valued  servant 
of  our  community,  a  leader  in  his 
church,  a  40-year  member  of  the 
choir.  He  is  concerned,  as  ever, 
for  people,  enthusiastic  and  in¬ 
terested  in  hearing  about  events 
that  he  cannot  see. 

His  face  lighted  when  I  sat  be¬ 
side  him  and  identified  myself.  He 
put  his  hand  on  mine.  “Oh,  my 
dear,”  he  said.  “This  is  such  a  priv¬ 
ilege.”  Then  instantly,  “Tell  me 
about  each  one  of  your  family.” 


When  we  came  around  to 
speaking  of  his  affairs,  he  said,  “It 
seems  strange  to  be  left  this  way 
after  the  active  life  I’ve  led.  But  I 
know  there  is  a  reason.  I  ask  God 
continually  what  it  is  that  he 
wants  me  to  do  for  him,  what  use 
he  wants  for  me  know. 

“For,”  he  added,  almost  in  a 
whisper,  “I  don’t  want  to  fail  him.” 

There  is  a  purpose  for  us 

Blue-shadowed  drifts  blanket¬ 
ed  my  row  of  Christmas-gift 
seeds.  I  thought  of  them,  working 
away  in  the  dark  at  flowering 
into  the  next  stage  in  their  life  cy¬ 
cle.  And  of  Doc,  in  the  darkness 
of  his  life’s  December,  expectant, 
trusting,  certain  that  for  each  of 
us  there  is  purpose  and  useful¬ 
ness  without  end. 

“I  don’t  want  to  fail  him,”  his 
voice  echoes  down  the  days,  quick¬ 
ening  the  prayer  that  all  the  rest  of 
us  may  never  falter,  nor  be  discour¬ 
aged,  but  make  good  growth,  in 
season,  out  of  season,  on  and  on. 


Faithfully  yours 


A  strange  hope  despite  my  ache  and  anger 


It’s  been  a  long  time  since  I  said 
good-bye  to  a  friend  who’d  been 
called  up  for  mili¬ 
tary  duty. 

Nearly  25  years 
ago  Vietnam  be¬ 
gan  to  devour 
many  of  my 
friends  in  a  war 
few  of  us  under¬ 
stood,  much  less 
supported. 

So  when  Doug  Cannon,  my  col¬ 
league  at  the  Reporter  for  more 
than  six  years,  left  last  week  for  ac¬ 
tive  duty  in  Operation  Desert 
Shield,  my  heart  sank. 

Doug  said  that  he  would  not  be  in 
immediate  personal  danger.  His  90- 
day  assignment  as  an  officer  in  the 
Army  reserves  was  to  a  U.S.  mili¬ 
tary  base,  not  to  Saudi  Arabia. 

Even  so,  familiar  feelings  welled 


up  in  me  as  he  walked  out  the  Re¬ 
porter’s  door,  his  two  young  chil¬ 
dren  in  tow,  to  do  last-minute 
chores  before  leaving. 

I  ached  for  his  family  just  as  I’d 
ached  for  families  of  my  high  school 
buddies  who  went  to  Vietnam. 

Like  countless  others  during  this 
time  of  mobilization  for  war,  the 
Cannons  face  the  pain  of  separation 
and  uncertainty  about  the  future. 

What  if  the  90-day  assignment  is 
extended  to  180  days  or  more? 
What  if  a  shooting  war  breaks  out? 
What  if. . .?  What  if. . .? 

Anger  soon  mixed  with  my  ache. 
I  recognized  it  as  the  same  anger 
that  I  and  many  of  my  generation 
felt  when  we  concluded  that  the 
Vietnam  war  was  senseless. 

Fear  of  another  senseless  war 
haunts  many  of  us  still.  I  suppose  it 
always  will.  If  ever  there  was  a  time 


when  war  could  be  considered  glori¬ 
ous,  that  time  died  for  those  of  us 
who  came  of  age  in  the  1960s. 

Even  if  it  could  be  shown  to  have 
served  some  good  purpose,  you’d 
have  a  hard  time  convincing  me 
that  warfare  can  put  the  intelligence 
and  talents  of  a  Doug  Cannon  to 
better  use  than  can  his  family,  or 
the  Reporter,  or  his  local  church. 

Aching.  Angry. 

Add  “struggling.”  In  a  perverse 
way,  Vietnam  forced  many  of  us  to 
wrestle  with  hard  questions,  spiritu¬ 
al  and  moral  questions,  that  we  oth¬ 
erwise  might  have  ignored. 

“What  is  worth  fighting  for?  Dy¬ 
ing  for?  Living  for?” 

“How  can  one  live  a  meaningful 
life  in  a  ‘mad,  mad  world’?” 

“Where  is  the  hand  of  God  amid 
the  follies  of  God’s  children?” 

Doug’s  leaving  for  Fort  Sam 


Houston  makes  me  struggle  afresh 
with  these  and  other  questions 
about  life  in  this  world  and  beyond. 

The  biggest  difference  between 
the  struggle  now  and  25  years  ago  is 
the  strange  hope  that  I  feel  despite 
my  ache  and  anger. 

It’s  hope  rooted  in  knowing  that 
Doug  and  others  of  us  in  days  ahead 
will  wrestle  with  such  matters  in  the 
faith  that,  even  amid  rumors  of 
war,  “all  things  work  together  for 
good  for  those  who  love  God.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Mr.  Swecker  is  the  Faith  Forum  page 
editor. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“So  then  you  are  no  longer 
strangers  and  sojourners,  but  you 
are  fellow  citizens  with  the  saints 
and  members  of  the  household  of 
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(Last  week's  answer:  1  John  1:9) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  10 
Monday:  Psalms  85:1-7 
Tuesday:  Psalms  85:8-1 3 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  40: 1-5 
Thursday:  Isaiah  40:6-1 1 
Friday:  Mark  1:1-8 
Saturday:  1  Peter  3: 1 -7 
Sunday:  1  Peter  3:8-1 5a 


Letters  to  the  Editor= — - 

How  does  Soviet  leader 
rate  Methodist  award? 


Regarding  the  Nov.  2  article  an¬ 
nouncing  the  granting  of  the  World 
Methodist  Peace  Award  to  Mikhail 
Gorbachev: 

How  does  this  man  rate  a  peace 
prize  when  he,  during  this  latest 
year,  has  threatened  Lithuania  and 
has  cut  off  vital  supplies  because 
that  country  declared  its  indepen¬ 
dence,  which  was  lost  by  secret 
Nazi-Soviet  agreements  in  1940? 
How  does  the  continuing  outpouring 
of  offensive  weapons — missiles,  air¬ 
craft  carriers,  tanks — lead  the  World 
Methodist  Council  to  give  him  a 
peace  award?  Maybe  they  have  come 
around  to  Ronald  Reagan’s  thinking 
of  “Peace  through  strength.” 

Is  an  atheist  a  fit  recipient  for  a 
peace  award  because  he  has  stopped 
beating  upon  his  empire’s  peoples  and 
has  stopped  a  cold  war  which  he  lost? 
Bruce  H.  Hooper 
Newton  Square,  Pennsylvania 

Assessment  questioned 

“The  most  significant  thing”  done 
at  the  Board  of  Discipleship  fall  meet¬ 
ing,  according  to  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  was 
to  “adopt  a  comprehensive  set  of 
rules  mandating  inclusiveness  in  all 
its  events”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  9). 

That  epitomizes  what  is  wrong 
with  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  ship  is  going  down  and 
the  Board  of  Discipleship  is  rear¬ 
ranging  the  furniture. 

This  “most  significant  thing”  was 
all  the  more  ludicrous  when  it  is  re¬ 
ported  that  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  staff  already  well  exceeds  the 
racial-ethnic  representation  of  the 
denomination. 

John  E.  Horton  Jr. 

Albany,  Georgia 

Organization  defended 

My  criticisms,  as  deputy  director 
of  the  Institute  on  Religion  and  De¬ 
mocracy,  of  the  Central  American 
mission  study  books  widely  used  by 
United  Methodist  Women  provoked 
Martha  Windham  D’Aquila  to 
charge  that  the  IRD  is  a  non-religious 
organization  that  is  seeking  “to  legiti¬ 
mate  itself  within  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  family”  (see  UMR,  Nov.  2) 

The  irony,  of  course,  is  that  the 
IRD  was  conceived  at  the  1980 
United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  when  Jimmy  Carter — not 
Ronald  Reagan —  was  president. 


Ms.  D’Aquila  was,  however,  at  a 
disadvantage  in  depending  so 
heavily  on  Sara  Diamond’s  “Spiri¬ 
tual  Warfare” —  a  propagandists 
diatribe  of  a  book — for  her  under¬ 
standing  of  the  IRD. 

Only  one  of  Diamond’s  34  refer¬ 
ences  in  the  section  on  the  IRD  is 
an  actual  IRD  document — a  press 
release  from  over  three  years  ago. 

Ms.  D’Aquila’s  characterization  of 
my  remarks  about  the  mission  study 
itself  as  “a  ‘communist  scare’  rou¬ 
tine”  was  really  kind  of  amusing.  I 
understand  what’s  happened  in  the 
world  in  the  last  18  months  well 
enough  to  know  that  we  certainly 
have  nothing  to  fear  in  communism. 

But  I  also  understand  that  now, 
more  than  ever,  it  is  absurd  to  point 
to  “the  success  of  the  socialist  revolu¬ 
tion  in  Cuba”  or  to  laud  the  “popular 
Sandinista  Revolution”  in  Nicaragua. 

Nor  was  the  IRD’s  review  of  the 
mission  books  “out  of  context.”  A 
careful  content  analysis  of  all  four 
study  books  produced  the  startling  ev¬ 
idence  of  imbalance:  103  passages 
dealt  with  human  rights  violations  on 
the  “right”  and  just  two  noted  human 
rights  violations  by  the  “left.” 

Our  review  of  the  Central  Amerir 
ca  study,  along  with  reviews  of  the 
other  studies  offered  by  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  this  year,  are  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Evangelical  Coalition 
for  United  Methodist  Women,  Rt. 
2,  Box  490,  Commerce,  GA  30529. 

Diane  Knippers 
Washington,  D.C. 

Stand,  editorial  praised 

Kudos  to  Martha  Windham  D’A¬ 
quila  for  her  forthright  stand  con¬ 
cerning  the  disruptive  infiltration 
into  United  Methodist  Women  af¬ 
fairs  by  the  Institute  on  Religion 
and  Democracy  (see  UMR,  Nov.  2). 

Also,  regarding  the  Nov.  2  editori¬ 
al  headlined,  “Facing  a  terrible  reali¬ 
ty”— -it  gives  this  long-time 
Methodist  a  smidgen  of  hope  to  read 
an  editorial  in  our  church  newspaper 
that  is  more  concerned  with  human 
rights  than  with  who  gets  to  serve  the 
holy  communion  elements. 

I  hope  that  United  Methodists  who 
care  will  indeed  back  our  mission 
board’s  call  for  a  congressional  investi¬ 
gation  of  alleged  atrocities  in  Panama. 

Caroline  E.  Simon 
Lakeland,  Florida 


What  others  are  saying 


“If  we  would  be  the  church,  we 
must  also  be  God’s  Trumpets  of  Jus¬ 
tice.  We  must  be  His  workers  on  obli¬ 
terating  the  ravaging  effect  of  sin. 
God  is  on  the  side  of  those  who  have 
no  might.  We  are  the  ones,  with  His 
help,  who  should  promote  peace  and 
justice  for  all  His  children. . . .’’ 

— The  Rev.  Tyrone  Gordon,  pastor, 
St.  Mark  UMC,  Wichita,  Kansas 
*  *  * 

“Before  we  can  confidently  be  in 
the  debate,  we  not  only  have  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  message,  we  not  only 
have  to  understand  the  problems, 
but  we  have  to  address,  at  least  in 


the  culture  in  which  we  live,  our 
right  to  have  a  say  in  the  public, 
moral  discourse  of  our  nation.” 

— The  Rev.  Richard  Land,  director 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Christian 
Life  Commission 

*  *  * 

“Lay  people  can  do  more;  they  can 
either  be  pillars  or  caterpillars — stal¬ 
wart  and  strong,  or  crawling  in  and 
out  of  the  church  with  a  gospel  which 
neither  informs  or  challenges.” 

— Theressa  Hoover,  retiring  Deputy 
General  Secretary  of  the  Women's 
Division,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries 


A 

Prayer 

for 

Strength 


The  types  of  injuries  from 
the  war  are  amputations, 
bullet  wounds. ..and 
many  other  inhumane 
atrocities  by  the  ban¬ 
dits.  ..No  one  here  has 
escaped  losing  family, 
homes  or  posses¬ 
sions. ..Pray  for  them  to 
have  strength. 

Beth  Ferrell,  Chicuque,  Mozambique 


This  appeal  for  prayer  support  from  U.S.  Christians  is  only 
one  ofmany  reports  from  our  worldwide  outreach  in  the 
1991  Prayer  Calendar. 


What  is  the  power  of  daily  prayer  for  mission?  Find  out  as 
you  use  the  1991  Prayer  Calendar. 


You’ll  get  the  complete  list  of  missionaries  in  the  U.S.  and 
abroad,  information  about  their  programs,  Biblical  read¬ 
ings,  readings  on  global  spirituality,  and  helpful  maps.  All 
designed  so  you  can  join  those  laboring  in  a  worldwide 
vineyard.  — 


They  want  your  prayers.  The 

1991  Prayer  Calendar  makes  it  possible. 


Order  your  gift  copies  of  the  Prayer  Calendar  (#1257)  @ 
$5.00  plus  postage  and  handling  charges,  from:  Service 
Center,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  7820  Read¬ 
ing  Road / Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 
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DECISION  QUESTIONED:  Direc 

tors  of  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  voted  18  to  12  to  ask  the  church’s 
chief  coordinating  agency  to  reconsider  its  deci¬ 
sion  to  meet  in  Europe  next  April.  During  the 
agency’s  winter  meeting  in  San  Diego  last  week, 
the  finance  agency  did  not  specify  its  reasons 
for  asking  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  for 
the  reconsideration.  C.  David  Lundquist,  chief 
executive  for  the  general  council,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  he’s  not  sure  how  to  proceed  on  the 
request.  That’s  because  GCOM  does  not  have  a 
meeting  planned  prior  to  the  April  general 
meeting  (see  UMR  Nov.  9).  Unlike  other 
church  agencies,  the  council’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee  is  not  empowered  to  act  on  behalf  of  its 
133  directors  between  sessions. 

KOREA  TALKS  PLANNED:  The 

United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  during  its 
fall  meeting  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  named  seven 
bishops  to  meet  with  leaders  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Korea  early  in  1991  to  “regularize 
the  relationship  between  the  two  churches.” 


BRITISH  OPPOSE  WAR:  British 

church  leaders  recently  warned  against  any  uni¬ 
lateral  action  toward  war  in  the  Persian  Gulf  by 
the  United  Kingdom  and  urged  that  sanctions 
against  Iraq  be  given  more  time  to  work.  Scot¬ 
tish  church  leaders  in  a  letter  to  British  Foreign 
Secretary  Douglas  Hurd  expressed  opposition 
to  any  unilateral  military  action  in  the  Gulf, 
“especially  in  view  of  the  danger  of  possible  es¬ 
calation,  the  use  of  chemical  or  nuclear  weapons 
and  the  inevitable  suffering  of  non-combat¬ 
ants.” 


AFRICA  PROJECT  SET:  The  Revs. 
Ed  Grant  and  Mark  Fowler  will  lead  a  service 
project  next  summer  to  the  Namibia  District  of 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Southern  Africa.  The 
project  is  sponsored  by  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Framingham,  Mass.,  where  Mr. 
Fowler  is  pastor.  Mr.  Grant  is  pastor  of  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Warwick,  R.I.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Southern  New  England  edition  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  the  group  plans 
to  complete  a  day  care  center  at  Trinity  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  assist  in  vacation  Bible  school, 
and  do  construction  work  on  buildings  needed 
for  refugee  resettlement. 


ATHEIST  LITERATURE  BAN:  In¬ 
diana  Gov.  Evan  Bayh  has  barred  atheist  litera¬ 
ture  criticizing  the  Bible  from  placement  in 
state  park  inns.  In  a  statement,  the  governor 
said,  “Our  policy  has  been  that  state  park  inns 
should  be  open  to  bona  fide  religious  organiza¬ 
tions.  This  particular  pamphlet  on  its  face  says 
it  is  not  a  religious  organization.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  is  a  freedom-from-religion  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  therefore  (the  literature)  will  not  be 
placed  in  state  park  inns.”  The  literature  was 
sent  to  the  Indiana  Department  of  Natural  Re¬ 
sources  by  the  Freedom  From  Religion  Founda¬ 
tion,  based  in  Madison,  Wis. 


NEW  INTERFAITH  CHIEF:  Gillian 


Martin  Sorensen  has  been  elected  to  succeed 

Jacqueline  Grennan  Wexler  as  president  of  the 

National  Conference  of 

Christians  and  Jews,  a  non- 

sectarian  organization  pro- 

moting  religious,  racial  and 

ethnic  inclusiveness.  Cur- 

rently  vice  president  for  m; 

public  programs  of  the  Mk  " 

United  Nations  Association 
of  the  United  States  of  -f  71 
America,  Ms.  Sorensen  was  Gillian  Sorensen 
New  York  City  commissioner  for  the  United 
Nations  and  Consular  Corps  from  1978-90.  Ms. 
Wexler,  former  president  of  Hunter  College  of 
New  York  City  University  and  of  Webster  Col¬ 
lege  in  St.  Louis,  is  retiring  after  eight  years  as 
chief  of  the  interfaith  organization. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMs  respond  to  flood  victims  in  Northwest 

Grants  totaling  $10,000  distributed  in  Washington  through  statewide  interfaith  network 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
associate  Editor 

Two  weeks  of  flooding  in  the 
State  of  Washington  have  created 
a  new  challenge  for  ministry  for 
United  Methodists  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest. 

After  some  10  inches  of  rain 
hit  the  Seattle  area  in  late  No¬ 
vember,  the  church’s  Pacific 
Northwest  Annual  Conference 
requested  emergency  assistance 
for  flood  victims. 

The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  responded  by 
sending  three  grants  totaling 
$10,000. 

Bishop  Calvin  McConnell  (Se¬ 
attle  Area)  said  the  funds  will  be 
divided  among  three  areas:  Skag¬ 
it  Valley,  $5,000;  Snoqualmie 
Valley,  $2,000;  and  Chehalis  Val¬ 
ley,  $3,000.  The  money  will  be 
distributed  by  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  through  a  newly  organized 
Washington  State  religious  inter¬ 
faith  network. 

“Our  United  Methodist 
Churches  came  through  well,”  said 
the  bishop.  “One  of  the  best  things 


United  Methodists  do  is  to  make 
funding  available.  Some  of  the  oth¬ 
er  church  organizations  do  other 
things.  We  provide  the  money  that 
makes  those  systems  work.” 

Bishop  McConnell  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  that  “it  is  a  blessing  for 
United  Methodists  to  assist  the 
flood  victims  through  UMCOR. 
The  other  side  of  the  blessing  is 
to  be  on  the  receiving  end  when 
others  show  compassion.  Alto¬ 
gether,  it’s  been  very  gratifying.” 

The  Rev.  George  Brown  of  Ev¬ 
erett,  Wash.,  conference  disaster 
response  coordinator  and  a 
Church  World  Service  consul¬ 
tant,  has  been  meeting  with 
church  representatives  in  Mt. 
Vernon,  Wash.,  to  assess  the 
damage.  So  far,  four  counties 
have  been  declared  presidential 
disaster  areas:  King  County,  Sno¬ 
homish  County,  Whatcom  Coun¬ 
ty,  and  Skagit  County. 

He  said  the  only  serious  damage 
reported  by  a  United  Methodist 
church  was  flooding  at  Sultan 
(Wash.)  United  Methodist. 

“Because  of  the  way  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  is  orga¬ 


nized,  we  are  able  to  jump  in  and 
help  out  in  a  quick  way,"  said 
Mr.  Brown,  a  retired  United 
Methodist  minister. 

“That’s  one  of  the  prime  val¬ 
ues  of  our  connectionalism.” 

Robert  W.  Stevens,  Pacific 
Northwest  conference  treasurer, 
said  the  big  problem  for  the  Seat¬ 
tle  area  has  been  “being  hit  in 
one  month  by  two  major  storms” 
that  he  dubbed  “the  pineapple 
express” — that’s  when  warm  air 
from  the  Hawaiian  Islands  comes 
through  the  gulf  and  meets  cold 
air  coming  down  from  Alaska, 
causing  a  storm. 

Mr.  Stevens  told  the  Reporter 
that  the  Skagit  Valley  Area  near 
north  Puget  Sound  was  the  hard¬ 
est  hit  area  in  the  state.  When  the 
Skagit  P.iver  flooded,  the  water 
burst  open  a  200-foot  hole  in  a 
major  dike  near  Fir  Island.  State 
officials  had  to  evacuate  some 
1 ,000  peopie. 

“The  water  has  been  so  high 
that  some  people  had  to  do  an 
emergency  cattle  drive  to  move 
thousands  of  cattle  to  higher 
ground,”  he  said. 


A  warm  mass  of  air  from  the  Pacific  hitting  the  cold  air 
from  the  mountains  has  caused  heavy  rain  and  snow  in 
the  Pacific  Northwest  region. 


mOIOBTSCOII  I IKKtLL/ blkACjl I  VALLEY  HtKALL) 

SKAGIT  COUNTY,  WASH. — United  Methodists  are  aiding  people  such  as  David  and  Jeir  Bag- 
ley,  shown  here  being  rescued  from  their  flooded  home,  to  recover  from  two  weeks  of  flooding. 


UMCOR  providing 
relief  around  globe 


Besides  providing  emergency 
assistance  to  flood  victims  in 
Washington  State,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
continues  to  give  emergency  aid 
to  people  across  the  globe. 

Current  active  UMCOR  proj¬ 
ects  include: 

■  Assistance  for  people  recov¬ 
ering  from  a  tornado  which  hit 
Plainfield,  Ill.,  last  August.  The 
aid  is  managed  by  the  Northern 
Illinois  Annual  Conference.  Con¬ 
tributions  can  be  made  through 
Advance  No.  901725-0  for 
Northern  Illinois  Tornado. 

■  Assistance  to  victims  of  Li¬ 
beria’s  civil  war  and  to  victims  of 
a  recent  earthquake  in  the  Philip¬ 


pines.  Support  for  Liberia  can  be 
made  through  Advance  No. 
150300-7  and  for  the  Philippines 
through  Advance  No.  240225-1. 

■  During  this  Christmas  sea¬ 
son,  UMCOR  officials  remind 
United  Methodists  about  the 
problem  of  world  hunger.  A  gift 
to  the  World  Hunger/Poverty 
Program  — No.  982920-4 — can 
make  a  difference  by  providing 
food,  clothing,  and  medical  sup¬ 
plies  and  assistance. 

UMCOR  officials  report  that 
80  percent  of  those  gifts  will  go 
to  international  hunger  pro¬ 
grams,  20  percent  for  domestic 
hunger  programs. 

—DENISE /OHNSON  STOVALL 


Mission  board  coordinating  aid  to  Liberian  refugees 


By  LINDA  BLOOM 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— As  peace  talks 
began  in  war-torn  Liberia  last 
week,  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  is  coordinat¬ 
ing  assistance  for  refugees  both  in¬ 
side  and  outside  the  country. 

A  board  team  led  by  the  Rev. 
Robert  Harman,  chief  executive 
of  the  board’s  World  Division, 
visited  the  Ivory  Coast  and  Sier¬ 
ra  Leone  in  November  to  assess 
the  situation.  An  estimated 
210,000  Liberian  refugees  are  in 
the  Ivory  Coast  and  1 30,000  Li¬ 
berians  in  Sierra  Leone. 

They  have  fled  to  those  neigh¬ 
boring  countries  during  a  nearly 
yearlong,  bloody  civil  war.  A  West 
African  peacekeeping  force  recent¬ 
ly  installed  an  interim  government 
in  Monrovia,  Liberia’s  capital. 
The  three  factions  that  fought  to 
control  the  country  also  signed  a 
peace-keeping  accord  on  Nov.  28. 


The  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
already  had  sent  some  supplies  for 
Liberian  refugees.  New  forms  of 
assistance  being  considered,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Harman,  include: 

Y  Sending  supplemental  high- 
protein  food  for  undernourished 
children  in  Liberia’s  Nimba 
County; 

•f  Filling  requests  for  seeds, 
livestock  and  other  agricultural 
items; 

y  Beginning  a  relationship 
with  Medecins  Sans  Frontiers 
(Doctors  Without  Borders),  a 
Belgian  organization. 

The  board  team  included 
Edward  Peale  and  Lamark  Cox 
of  the  Liberian  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  In  the  Ivory  Coast,  the 
team  met  with  the  Methodist 
Church’s  refugee  relief  commit¬ 
tee,  which  had  just  received  a 
shipment  of  blankets  and  cloth¬ 
ing  from  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR). 

Team  members  left  a  chest  of 


medicines  for  Dr.  Kau  Gbokolo, 
who  currently  is  running  Ganta 
Hospital  as  health  minister  to 
Charles  Taylor,  leader  of  the 
main  rebel  movement.  Another 
$500,000  worth  of  medicines  has 
been  shipped  to  Medecins  Sans 
Frontiers  for  delivery  to  Ganta 
Hospital. 

Liberia’s  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Arthur  Kulah  has  ap¬ 
pointed  the  Rev.  Anthony  Dioh 
to  coordinate  emergency  re¬ 
sponse  work  in  the  Ivory  Coast 
and  northern  Liberia. 

The  Sierra  Leone  government, 
which  is  straining  to  respond  to 
refugee  needs,  is  appealing  for  in¬ 
ternational  aid.  An  UMCOR 
shipment  of  rice  has  arrived  for 
distribution  through  local 
churches  and  a  Liberian  United 
Methodist  Church  representative 
will  be  appointed  to  work  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Sierra  Leone 
Annual  Conference. 


PHOTO  BY  CHURCH  WORLD  SERVICE  AND  WITNESS 


Young  Liberians  who  have  been  driven  from  their  homes  by 
months  of  civil  strife  find  safety  at  a  camp  for  refugees. 


Infant  formula  marketing  problems  remain,  board  told 


By  B.  DENISE  HAWKINS 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.— Al¬ 
though  pressure  in  recent  years 
from  the  religious  community  has 
brought  changes  in  the  marketing  of 
infant  formula,  some  problems  re¬ 
main. 

Members  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
were  told  this  fall  that  while  most 
manufacturers  are  in  compliance 
with  World  Health  Organization 
(WHO)  standards,  one  company 
has  “blatant  disregard”  for  the 
code. 

Sara  Shingler,  Spartanburg,  S.C., 
chairperson  of  the  board’s  Infant 
Task  Force,  said  Gerber  products,  a 
subsidiary  of  Bristol  Meyers- 
Squibb,  is  the  only  infant  formula 
manufacturer  still  marketing  its 
product  through  the  media. 

The  task  force  Ms.  Shingler  chairs 
and  an  ecumenical  group  dealing 
with  infant  formula  issues  met  here 
Oct.  1 1  for  the  first  time  with 
Gerber  and  four  other  leading  in¬ 
fant  formula  companies. 


Ms.  Shingler  said  all  the  compa¬ 
nies  except  Gerber  are  following  the 
international  code  for  marketing 
breast  milk  substitutes,  including  a 
prohibition  of  advertising  to  con¬ 
sumers. 

Ms.  Shingler  said  the  ecumenical 
group  received  no  indication  from 
Gerber  officials  that  they  plan  to 
withdraw  several  television  ads. 
“This  is  a  real  step  backward,”  she 
said. 

The  World  Health  Organization 
has  been  a  major  critic  of  formula 
makers,  charging  that  millions  of 
babies  have  died  because  their 
mothers  fed  them  formula  rather 
than  nursing  them.  Among  com¬ 
plaints  were  that  mothers,  particu¬ 
larly  in  underdeveloped  countries, 
were  encouraged  to  use  the  formula 
even  though  they  could  not  afford  it 
and  did  not  have  sanitary  condi¬ 
tions  to  mix  it. 

The  WHO  Code  of  Marketing  of 
Breast  Milk  Substitutes  was  adopt¬ 
ed  in  1981. 

Ms.  Shindler  predicted  that 
Gerber  may  be  the  next  target  of  a 
boycott.  She  said  Gerber  represen- 


Among  complaints 
were  that  mothers, 
particularly  in 
underdeveloped 
countries,  were 
encouraged  to  use  the 
formula  even  though 
they  could  not  afford  it 
and  didn't  have  sanitary 
conditions  to  mix  it. 


tatives  defend  their  noncompliance 
with  the  code  by  saying  that  the 
United  States  has  not  signed  and 
adopted  the  WHO  code. 

The  92-member  board  approved 
the  writing  of  a  letter  to  President 
Bush  urging  him  to  sign  the  WHO 
Code.  WHO  has  no  authority  over 
individual  companies  or  govern¬ 
ments  but  relies  on  moral  pressure 
to  urge  compliance. 

The  board  also  approved  the  fol¬ 
lowing  recommendations  from  the 
task  force: 


*  a  survey  of  United  Methodist- 
related  hospitals  concerning  their 
compliance  with  WHO  codes,  in¬ 
cluding  one  restricting  the  amount 
of  free  formula  distributed  to  moth¬ 
ers  at  hospitals; 

*  a  strongly  worded  statement  on 
the  benefits  of  breast-feeding  for 
inclusion  in  a  proposed  brochure 
developed  by  the  task  force; 

In  July  1989  a  religious  coalition 
issued  a  statement  challenging  the 
intentions  of  the  Nestle  company  to 
promote  infant  health  and  feeding. 
The  first  written  corporate  response 
was  made  here  Oct.  1 1  when  Nestle 
spokesman  Thad  Jackson  met  with 
the  task  force. 

Nestle,  the  leading  producer  of 
infant  formula  outside  the  United 
States,  was  the  target  of  a  boycott 
by  religious  groups — including 
United  Methodists — in  the  early 
80s. 

In  a  hand-delivered,  10-point 
statement  read  by  Dr,  Jackson,  he 
said  his  company's  position  on  free 
supplies  to  the  Third  World  is  “to 
ensure  that  the  small  amounts  of 
breast  milk  substitutes  needed  for 


the  minority  infants  who  require 
them  in  maternity  wards  and  hospi¬ 
tals  are  made  available  through  nor¬ 
mal  procurement  channels  and  not 
through  free  or  subsidized  sup¬ 
plies.”  Task  force  members  ex¬ 
pressed  serious  concern  and 
reservations  about  why  substitutes 
are  ever  “needed.” 


TRINITY  STUDIES 
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1-800-848-2131 


CLASSIFIED 


EDUCATION  DIRECTOR.  Strong  emphasis  on 
youth  ministry.  Position  available  May  1,  1991. 
Salary  commensurate  with  experience.  Send  re¬ 
sume  with  references  to:  Grayson  Watson.  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  812  Kirkman  St..  Lake 
Charles,  LA  70601. _ 

FULL-TIME  DCE.  Supervise  youth  and  children's 

ministries  in  growing  900-member  church.  Con¬ 
tact:  Sierra  Vista  UMC,  4522  College  Hills  Blvd., 
San  Angelo.  TX  76904,  PH:  (915)  9444041. 

LEGEND  OF  CHRISTMAS.  Video  ministry  tell¬ 

ing  the  origins  of  Santa  Claus,  The  authentic  birth 
of  Christ  and  the  nativity  The  perfect  “Night  Be¬ 
fore  Christmas"  gift!!  By  Discovery  United  Meth¬ 
odist-  Richmond.  VA  Si 9.95  plus  S2.50  STL  1- 
800-229-2704. 


SILK  SCREENED 

APRONS 

Have  you  hugged  a 
United  Methodist 
today? 

•  Yellow  apron  with  navy  imprint  (AUM501) 

•  White  apron  with  royal  imprint  (AUM502) 

•  Medium  blue  apron  with  white  imprint 
(ACJM503) 

•  Kelly  green  apron  with  white  imprint  (AUM504) 

•  36”  long  and  24”  wide 

•  Durable  easy -care  fabric 

•  Handy  waist  pocket  &  adjustable  neck  strap 

•  Quality  crafted  in  New  York  State 

Apron  (AUM50I  AUM502.  AUMS03  AUM504)  S9.  two 
Bpftxri  $16.  six  aprons  $42  Add  sales  tax  for  delivery 
fnTLY  Satisfaction  or  refund  Also  available  tot  other 
d*WOPTinalions _ 

MARKET! NG  TANGIBLES 

Rawson  Rd.  U.M..  Cuba,  M.Y.  14727 
(716)  437-2923 
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BISHOP  LEAVES  POST:  Retired 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Nolan  B.  Harmon  of 
Atlanta,  at  98  the  denomination’s  oldest  living 
bishop,  stepped  down  recently  from  the  post  of 
visiting  professor  he  has  held  for  26  years  at  the 
denomination’s  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University  in  Atlanta.  Bishop  Harmon 
told  the  “Atlanta  Constitution”  that  he  noticed 
he  was  losing  his  balance.  “I  stand  up,  teaching. 
Always  have.  So  I  decided  to  quit.  You  know 
when  it's  time  to  quit.” 

OUTSTANDING  CHAPLAIN:  The 

U.S.  Air  Force  has  selected  the  Rev.  Mark  E. 
Thompson,  a  probationary  member  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Nebraska  Annual  Conference,  as 
one  of  five  Outstanding  Chaplain  Candidates 
for  1990.  Officials  of  the  Air  Force  Chaplain 
Service  said  the  honor  reflects  an  exceptional 
record  of  educational,  ecclesiastical  and  mili¬ 
tary  accomplishments.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  1990 
graduate  of  United  Theological  Seminary  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  and  serves  as  associate  pastor  of 
St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  Papil- 
lion,  Neb. 

NEW  DIRECTOR:  The  Rev.  Mary  E. 
McNamara,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  has  been 
named  executive  director  of  The  Interchurch 
Center  in  New  York.  The  ecumenical  center  at 
475  Riverside  Drive  on  New  York’s  upper  West 
Side  provides  office  space  for  80  agencies,  in¬ 
cluding  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concerns, 
and  a  portion  of  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations. 

$75,000  DONATION:  The  Char 

lotte  W.  Newcombe  Foundation  recently  pre¬ 
sented  the  Interdenominational  Theological 
Center  in  Atlanta  a  check  for  $75,000.  The  gift 
goes  toward  the  center’s  $3  million  capital  cam¬ 
paign  and  is  designated  for  student  financial  aid 
without  regard  to  a  student’s  denominational 
affiliation.  The  Interdenominational  Theologi¬ 
cal  Center  is  a  consortium  of  six  seminaries,  in¬ 
cluding  United  Methodist-related  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary. 

CAMPUS  MINISTRY:  The  Rev.  Bar¬ 
bara  A.  Isaacs,  chaplain  of  United  Methodist- 
related  North  Central  College  in  Naperville,  Ill., 
since  1983,  has  been  named  to  the  staff  of  the 
campus  ministry  section  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  in  Nashville. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Carefully-researched  large  print  hymnals  arrive 

Hymns  printed  without  musical  notation  cause  some  sour  notes  and  high  praise  for  publishing  house 


By  DON  DONATO 

Associate  Editor 

The  new  “Large  Print  Edition 
of  the  United  Methodist  Hym¬ 
nal"  is  in  the  pews,  minus  the 
music. 

And  the  missing  music  has  set 
off  at  least  a  few  sour  notes. 

The  Rev.  Sandra  Stephens, 
pastor  of  Father  Dyer  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Brecken- 
ridge,  Colo.,  said  she  was  con¬ 
cerned  that  the  absence  of 
musical  notation  in  the  large- 
print  hymnal  might  show  “a  subtle 
assumption  about  sight-impaired 
persons,  i.e.,  that  they  would  not 
care  to  have  or  be  able  to  read  the 
music.” 

Ms.  Stephens  spoke  of  a  sight- 
impaired  parishioner,  “a  woman 
in  her  30s  who  has  10  percent  of 
her  sight  as  a  result  of  an  airplane 
crash  several  years  ago. 

“She  can  read  music  and 
would  like  to  have  the  words  and 
music  printed  together,  especial¬ 
ly  when  so  many  of  the  hymns 
are  new  tunes,"  the  pastor  said. 

William  L.  Gnegy,  a  marketing 
manager  for  the  Cokesbury  Divi¬ 
sion  of  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  said  the  agen¬ 
cy  has  received  “quite  a  few” 
comments  from  users  of  the  new 


large-print  hymnal,  “most  of 
them  quite  favorable.” 

He  said,  however,  that  there 
were  some  questions  about  the 
reason  for  the  lack  of  music  and 
the  general  design  of  the  book. 

“We  had  a  dilemma:  How  to 
make  the  new  book  the  most  us¬ 
able  for  the  greatest  number  of 
people,”  Mr.  Gnegy  said. 

“We  researched  the  large-print 
edition  for  about  a  year  before 
the  format  was  chosen,  struggling 
with  what  it  would  look  like. 

Researched  at  length 

“Probably  we  spent  the  most 
time  of  any  part  of  the  hymnal 
project  on  the  large-print  edi¬ 
tion,”  which  has  been  in 
churches  about  two  months,  he 
said. 

Mr.  Gnegy  said  the  Publishing 
House  used  personal  interviews, 
mail  surveys  and  focus  groups  to 
try  to  find  the  most  useful  design 
for  the  large-print  book. 

“We  asked  if  people  would  like 
to  have  the  two  books  it  would 
take  to  get  all  the  psalter  and  the 
services  and  the  hymns  with  mu¬ 
sic  into  a  form  to  fit  pew  racks. 
Or  we  asked  would  they  like  one 
larger  book  that  could  be  handed 
out  or  kept  on  the  end  of  the 
pew? 


“One  thing  we  kept  hearing 
from  the  sight-impaired  people 
in  our  research  groups  was  that 
they  didn’t  want  a  book  that 
would  make  them  stand  out  as 
different.” 

In  fact,  he  said,  the  research 
showed  that  the  pew-rack  size 
was  most  important. 

“When  we  explained  that  we 
would  have  to  leave  out  some¬ 
thing  to  make  the  book  that  size, 
people  told  us  they  wanted  the 
services,  psalter  and  words  of  the 
hymns  and  were  willing  to  do 
without  the  music,”  Mr.  Gnegy 
said. 

“We  knew  going  in  there 
would  be  some  people  who 
would  miss  the  music,  but  our  re¬ 
search  showed  it  was  more  im¬ 
portant  to  have  it  fit  the  rack  and 
be  usable." 

Mr.  Gnegy  said  the  Braille  edi¬ 
tion  “has  the  same  situation,  for 
the  same  reasons.” 

Larger  type  used 

However,  in  the  large  print 
edition,  “we  set  the  hymns  in  po¬ 
etic  form  in  14-point  type,  com¬ 
pared  to  the  9-point  type  used  in 
the  basic  hymnal.  Our  research 
showed  that  the  11-  or  12-point 
type  used  in  other  large  print 
books,  such  as  most  Bibles,  just 


'Graying'  United  Methodist  clergy 
results  of  trends  of  earlier  decades 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— What  has  been 
described  as  the  “graying”  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church — the 
steady  increase  in  the  average  age 
of  clergy  and  seminary  students — 
is  the  fruit  of  a  trend  that  was  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  denomination  in 
earlier  decades. 

That’s  the  assessment  of  a  for¬ 
mer  executive  of  the  church’s  Di¬ 
vision  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

“For  quite  a  long  period  of 
time  we  actively  discouraged 


candidates  from  entering  the 
ministry,”  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Watts  Thornburg,  chaplain  of 
Boston  University  and  dean  of 
its  Marsh  Chapel,  in  a  telephone 
interview  with  Religious  News 
Service. 

Dr.  Thornburg  was  an  asso¬ 
ciate  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  or¬ 
dained  ministry  division  in  the 
1970s. 

A  recent  report  by  United 
Methodist  News  Service  cited 
projections  from  the  ordained 
ministry  division  that  48  percent 


of  United  Methodist  parish  cler¬ 
gy  will  retire  in  the  next  10  to  15 
years.  The  report  also  said  a 
growing  number  of  United  Meth¬ 
odists  who  are  now  entering  sem¬ 
inary  for  the  first  time  are  older 
than  35. 

One  sign  that  the  trend  may  be 
changing  was  the  attendance  of 
more  than  1,200  United  Method¬ 
ist  teens  at  “Exploration  ’90”,  a 
conference  for  those  considering 
church-related  careers  in  St. 
Louis  Oct.  19-21  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  2). 


was  not  large  enough.” 

The  Publishing  House  is  con¬ 
sidering  printing  a  large-print 
edition  of  the  keyboard  version 
of  the  hymnal  “because  we  found 
that  many  pianists  and  organists 
in  churches  are  older  people  with 
some  sight  impairment,"  he  said. 

If  that  is  done,  he  suggested 
that  that  edition,  though  cumber¬ 
some,  might  meet  the  needs  of 
those  wishing  to  have  music  and 
words  together. 

When  the  large-print  hymnal 


was  completed,  Mr.  Gnegy  said  it 
was  discovered  that  “because  of 
the  poetic  form  of  the  hymns,  the 
new  hymnal  is  a  wonderful  devo¬ 
tional  book.  You  can  see  the 
hymns  as  they  were  written,  as 
poetry  to  God.” 

In  fact,  “we’re  in  the  talking 
stage”  about  preparing  a  devo¬ 
tional  guide  to  accompany  the 
hymnal,  he  said. 

At  this  time,  there  is  no  plan  to 
revamp  the  large-print  hymnal, 
Mr.  Gnegy  said. 


Religious  Affiliation 
Changes  in  Congress 
(House  and  Senate  combined) 


Affiliation  Election  '90  Election  '89  Change 


Catholic 

142 

139 

+  3 

Methodist 

75 

76 

—  1 

Episcopal 

59 

63 

—4 

Baptist 

59 

55 

+  4 

Presby. 

51 

51 

0 

Jewish 

41 

39 

+  2 

Protestant 

30 

26 

+  4 

Lutheran 

22 

24 

—2 

Mormon 

13 

11 

+  2 

ucc 

12 

12 

0 

Unitarian 

10 

10 

0 

All  Others 

16 

25 

—9 

None 

5 

4 

+  1 

Source:  Religious  New*  Service 

UMR  GRAPHIC 


Methodists 
strongest 
in  congress 

Methodists  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  the  largest 
Protestant  faith 
group  in  the  Con¬ 
gress  to  be  convened 
Jan.  3.  According  to  a 
Religious  News  Ser¬ 
vice  survey  of  the 
1990  elections,  75 
Methodists  (73  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  one 
Free  Methodist,  and 
one  African  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Zion) 
will  hold  seats  in  the 
first  session  of  the 
102nd  Congress,  vir¬ 
tually  unchanged 
from  the  101st.  There 
will  be  142  Roman 
Catholics,  an  all-time 
high.  Baptists  and 
Episcopalians  make 
up  the  second  highest 
numbers  of  Protes¬ 
tant  groups  with  59 
each. 


AFRICA 

UNIVERSITY 


[f  you  act  NOW,  you  can  help  support 
the  Africa  University  Library  Fund! 


Special  Commemorative  Hymnal 
To  support  the  Library  Fund,  Cokesbury 
has  prepared  a  special  Africa  University 
Edition  of  The  United  Methodic  Hymnal.  This 
navy  blue  Pew  Edition  is  embossed  in  gold 
with  the  Africa  University  emblem  on  the 
cover.  You  pay  only  $1 1.95  —  and  $1.50  of  it 
goes  to  the  Africa  University  Library  Fund 
in  your  name!  And  it  is  perfect  for  the 
church,  the  home,  and  to  use  for  personal 
inspiration  and  devotions. 

AU0-285395.  $11.95 


Cokesbury 

Sooka  •  BiDtn  •  Church  SuppIlM  / 


Commemorative  Christmas  Cards 

Also  available  for  purchase  in  support  of  the 
Library  Fund  are  5  sets  of  Christmas  Cards. 
Each  boxed  set  contains  12  cards  — 3  each  of 
A  similar  designs.  The  cards  are  attractive 
and  reasonably  priced.  For  each  boxed  s 
sold  at  S2.95.  50«  donated  per  box:  25c  per 
box  when  you  purchase  10  or  more. 

One  boxed  set  of  12  for  $2.95 
10  or  more  sets  of  12.  $2.00  pier  box 
AU0-280586.  Stained  Glass 
AU0-280597.  Shepherds 
AU0-280600.  Embossed  Asst. 
AU0-280611.  Christmas  Cameos 
AU0-280564.  Bethlehem  Series 
Call  1-800-672-1789  toll  free,  order  by 
mail  from  your  Cokesbury  Service  Cen¬ 
ter,  or  visit  your  Cokesbury  store. 
Satufaction  guaranteed!  AM  sale.'  lax  u-bere 
applicable.  For  order.'  up  to  $50.  add  $2  for 
transportation;  to  $40,  add  $2.50. 


a  Difference! 


Offer  Ends  January  1,  1991! 


At  the  1988  General  Conference.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  accepted  the  proposal  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  to  raise  $20  million 
during  the  current  quadrennium  to 
begin  the  Africa  University. 

Responsibility  for  equipping  the  li¬ 
brary  of  the  College  ol  Theology  was 


accepted  by  the  General  Board  of 
Publication  and  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  With  the  assistance 
and  recommendations  ol  seminary'  li¬ 
brarians,  a  basic  list  of  about  7,500 
titles  has  been  compiled.  Total  fun¬ 
draising  goal  in  support  ol  the  library  s 
development  is  $1  million. 


Hurry!  There  Is  Still 
Time  for  YOU  to  Make 


Sports  writer  lauded  by  his  'kids' 

It's  always  been  more  than  basketball  for  Providence's  Emil  John 


By  BILL  REYNOLDS 


PROVIDENCE,  R.I.— He  has 
worked  here  in  the  sports  depart¬ 
ment  at  the  newspaper  for  more 
than  30  years,  but  that’s  never  real¬ 
ly  been  Emil  John’s  work. 

The  real  work  has  been  at  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  on  Broad 
Street  in  Providence,  right  in  the 
middle  of  the  inner  city,  in  a  place 
that’s  become  a  euphemism  for  too 
many  crushed  hopes  and  broken 
dreams. 

Coached  basketball 

He  has  been  the  church's  minis¬ 
ter.  He’s  typed  the  church's  newslet¬ 
ters  and  worked  the  soup  kitchens 
and  served  on  this  committee  and 
that  committee.  For  more  than  20 
years  now,  he’s  also  coached  basket¬ 
ball  teams  at  Trinity,  touching  the 
players’  lives,  seeing  boys  turn  into 
men. 

But  it’s  even  more  than  that. 

When  you  talk  about  Emil  John, 
you  talk  about  all  the  innumerable 
times  he’s  been  there  for  the  people 
in  his  community.  It’s  the  times 
he’s  gone  to  visit  people  in  hospi¬ 
tals,  in  jails,  made  court  appear¬ 
ances  for  kids  in  trouble,  made 
phone  calls  for  them,  whatever. 

For  more  than  a  decade  now,  he 
has  given  up  a  week  of  vacation 
each  year,  piled  several  of  his  play¬ 
ers  in  a  van  and  taken  them  on  an 
annual  trip. 

They  go  to  Baltimore,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  and  Philadelphia,  playing 
basketball  games,  seeing  that  the 
world  is  bigger  than  the  mean 
streets  that  surround  Trinity 
Church.  A  middle-aged  white  man 
and  a  van  full  of  inner-city  black 
kids.  Together  for  a  week.  Every 
year. 

Without  fanfare 

He’s  done  all  these  things  without 
any  fanfare,  without  any  tangible 
reward.  No  money.  No  name  in  the 
paper.  No  recognition. 

Until  a  recent  Wednesday  night, 
when  about  1 50  people  held  a  sur¬ 
prise  testimonial  for  him,  a  public 
thank-you  to  the  man  they  call 
“The  Rev.” 


"/  see  love  in  them  and 
it  arouses  love  in  me. 
That  is  the  reward.  The 
reward  is  that  we  love 
each  other." 

— Emil  John 


The  theme  was  “You  are  my 
Hero,”  and  if  at  first  that  strikes 
you  as  a  little  too  Pollyanna-ish  in 
this  cynical  age,  it’s  a  measure  of 
the  man  that  the  theme  worked.  In 
the  audience  were  people  of  all  ages, 
mostly  black,  many  from  places  like 
Codding  Court  and  Wiggins’  Vil¬ 
lage,  housing  projects  that  are  all 
too  often  forgotten. 

Not  that  Emil  John  ever  set  out 
to  work  with  so  many  black  chil¬ 
dren. 

He  grew  up  on  Prairie  Avenue  in 
the  ’40s,  son  of  Assyrian  parents 
who  had  emigrated  from  Turkey. 
Trinity  was  his  church.  Much  of 
Emil’s  childhood  centered  around 
it.  In  the  late  ’40s  he  went  to  Brown 
University,  where  he  played  basket¬ 
ball  on  the  same  team  as  Joe  Pa- 
temo  and  Moe  Mahoney.  All  the 
time  he  was  working  part-time  in 
the  Journal  sports  department. 

Worked  as  missionary 

In  the  mid  ’50s,  after  graduating 
from  Columbia’s  Graduate  School 
of  Journalism  and  a  two-year  stint 
in  the  Army,  he  spent  four  years 
working  as  a  missionary  in  Austria, 
where  he  became  the  guardian  of  30 
Hungarian  refugees. 

In  1962  he  graduated  from  Yale 
Divinity  School,  then  went  to  Alge¬ 
ria  as  a  post-war  relief  worker  for 
another  year  before  returning  to 
work  in  the  Journal  sports  depart¬ 
ment  and  to  volunteer  his  time  at 
Trinity. 

The  neighborhood  around  the 
church  was  changing.  It  was  becom¬ 
ing  blacker,  poorer,  full  of  the  social 
problems  that  have  become  synony¬ 
mous  with  life  in  the  inner  city. 

Emil  John  never  changed. 

'Just  kids  to  him' 

“They’ve  always  been  just  kids  to 


him,”  his  wife,  Ruth,  explained. 
“Nothing  else  has  ever  mattered.” 

“  ‘The  Rev’  is  color-blind,”  said 
Kevin  Woods,  29,  who  first  met 
John  20  years  ago. 

For  the  thing  to  understand  is 
that  he’s  always  been  more  than  a 
basketball  coach.  Basketball  was 
just  part  of  it,  a  way  to  get  the  kids 
involved,  into  the  church  and  off 
the  street.  It  was  a  way  to  get  some 
of  his  kids  into  private  schools 
around  the  state,  out  of  the  inner 
city,  where  too  many  futures  stop  at 
tomorrow.  Missionaries  come  in 
many  forms. 

“It’s  always  been  more  than  the 
basketball,”  Woods  continued. 
“He’s  always  made  me  believe  in 
myself.” 

Always  worked  nights 

He  has  always  worked  nights,  on 
the  sports  desk,  putting  out  the  pa¬ 
per.  He  has  three  nights  off  a  week, 
but  from  October  to  April  he  de¬ 
votes  them  to  his  kids  at  Trinity, 
coaching  them  in  the  cramped  little 
gyms  around  the  state,  away  from 
crowds,  away  from  recognition. 

His  wife,  Ruth,  understood  that 
Emil  wouldn’t  have  wanted  a  testi¬ 
monial.  She  only  consented  to  go 
along  with  it  when  she  realized  it 
was  his  former  players  who  were  or¬ 
ganizing  it,  that  it  was  being  used  as 
something  to  bring  the  community 
together. 

The  very  thing  that  her  hus¬ 
band — in  his  own  quiet,  self-effac¬ 
ing  way — has  spent  much  of  his  life 
doing. 

Tributes  and  thank-yous 

And  when  it  came  time  for  him  to 
speak,  after  all  the  tributes  and  all 
the  thank-yous,  Emil  John  talked 
about  his  former  players,  these  kids 
he’s  seen  turn  into  adults.  And  as  he 
spoke  he  gave  some  insight  into 
why  he’s  spent  so  many  years  of  his 
life  helping  kids  he  never  had  to 
help. 

“I  see  love  in  them  and  it  arouses 
love  in  me,”  he  said  slowly.  “That  is 
the  reward.  The  reward  is  that  we 
love  each  other.” 

But  he  really  didn’t  have  to  say 
the  words. 

Everyone  knew  that  already. 

®  Providence  lournel-Bulletin  1990 
Reprinted  by  perminion 


“SHARE  YOUR 
CHRISTIAN  LOVE” 


•  s 

NISHA  NOEL  of  India  is  desperately  in  need 
of  help.  Her  father  and  mother  are  ill  and  can¬ 
not  support  her.  She  has  been  accepted  at  the 
Christian  orphanage  and  offered  to  World’s 
Children,  Inc.  for  sponsorship. 

YOU  COULD  BE  HER  SPONSOR:  For  only 
$13  a  month  -  less  than  44*  a  day  -  you  could 
sponsor  Nisha  Noel  or  someone  like  her.  The 
child  would  receive  food  for  body  and  spirit,  as 
WCI  is  a  Christian  organization  founded  by  a 
Methodist  minister  and  his  wife.  You  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  sponsored  child’s  photo,  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  plus  case  history.  You  can  write  to  the 
child  if  you  wish  and  you  will  receive  a  reply. 

All  donations  to  WCI  are  tax  deductible,  as 
the  corporation  is  U.S.  government  approved. 
You  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  WCI  financial  re¬ 
port  that  indicates  in  1989,  the  corporation 
sent  87%  of  funds  received  overseas  for  the 
children.  100%  of  all  special  gifts  are  sent 
overseas. 

Nisha  Noel  and  other  destitute  children  in 
73  orphanages,  11  countries  would  love  to  re¬ 
ceive  news  at  Christmas  that  they  are  spon¬ 
sored.  Will  you  share  your  love  with  a  needy 
child?  Please  write  today. 
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Disciple 


DISCIPLE  is  a  unique  opportunity  for  spiritual  growth  and  Bible 
study.  Take  advantage  of  the  chance  to  be  trained  February  14-16  by 
the  DISCIPLE  staff  in  Baton  Rouge  to  offer  this  study  in  your 
church.  The  cost  of  attending  the  Baton  Rouge  seminar  is  significant¬ 
ly  less  than  the  regular  $800  cost.  Our  conference  seminar  cost  is 
$650,  which  includes  room  and  board  for  the  training  event  and  ma¬ 
terials  for  teaching  the  34-week  DISCIPLE  study  to  12  persons.  If 
these  12  persons  each  pay  $25  for  their  own  materials,  $300  will  be 
available  to  meet  DISCIPLE  expenses.  You  also  may  apply  for  a 
$200  scholarship.  Your  church  will  not  be  billed  until  after  the  Febru¬ 
ary  training  seminar.  DISCIPLE  brochures  with  a  scholarship  appli¬ 
cation  and  registration  form  were  mailed  to  all  churches  in 
November.  If  you  need  more  information  or  additional  brochures, 
contact  The  Reverend  Karen  Davis,  504-346-1646. 


Advent  III: 

Love 

In  many  traditions,  the  third  candle  on  the  Advent  wreath  is  the  can¬ 
dle  of  love. 

We  have  sentimentalized  and  romanticized  love  almost  to  the  point 
that  Christians  have  forgotten  how  to  use  the  word.  We  know  that  the 
essence  of  love  has  to  do  with  sacrificial  acts,  with  putting  the  other  be¬ 
fore  the  self,  with  self-emptying.  (For  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he 
gave - ) 

And  pious  sermonizing  on  love  seems  a  bit  hollow  at  a  time  when  al¬ 
most  a  million  troops  are  massed  —  one-half  on  each  side  of  an  imagi¬ 
nary  line  drawn  in  shifting  sands  —  and  continue  to  shout  louder 
threats  each  day.  How  do  you  speak  of  love  when  fear,  cynicism,  and 
skepticism  dominate  our  daily  news? 

Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  reminded  us  that  to  love  the  world  in  the  spirit 
of  Christ  means 

taking  life  in  one's  stride,  with  all  its  duties  and  problems,  its  suc¬ 
cesses  and  failures,  its  experiences  and  helplessness.  It  is  in  such 
a  life  that  we  throw  ourselves  utterly  in  the  arms  of  God  and  par¬ 
ticipate  in  his  sufferings  in  the  world  and  watch  with  Christ  in 
Gethsemane. 

It  may  seem  awkward  to  mix  Christmas  and  Easter  images.  But  we 
cannot  speak  of  the  love  that  came  down  at  Christmas  without  also 
speaking  of  that  same  love  which  willingly  went  to  the  cross  on  our  be¬ 
half. 

e/v\ 


The  Search  Is  On 


The  search  is  on  for  the  Laity  Ad¬ 
dress  to  be  presented  at  the  1992 
General  Conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  Laity  Ad¬ 
dress  is  the  speech  which  best  cap¬ 
tures  the  spirit  and  visions  of  the 
United  Methodist  laity  in  their 
ministry,  in  their  communities  and 
in  their  congregations. 

The  theme  for  the  event  is  “Min¬ 
istry  of  the  Laity:  Serving  God  in 
our  Private  Lives  and  Public  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  —  Connecting  Faith 
and  Action.” 

All  United  Methodist  lay  persons 
who  wish  to  express  their  perspec¬ 
tives  and  visions  for  ministry  of  the 
laity  are  invited  to  submit  manu¬ 
scripts.  Special  consideration 
should  be  given  to: 

•  How  laity  are  currently 
fulfilling  God’s  call  to  love 
and  to  serve  where  they  live 
and  work. 

*  Challenges,  possibilities,  and 
strategies  for  action. 

:  Rules  are  the  following: 

;  1)  The  Search  is  open  to  all  lay 
persons  throughout  the  world  who 
are  members  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  except  the 
presenter  at  the  1988  General 
Conference,  the  oversight 
committee,  screeners,  and  judges. 

2)  Each  person  can  submit  only 
one  manuscript. 

3)  Speech  should  take 
approximately  20  minutes  when 
presented  orally.  (This  is  about 


eight  typed  double-spaced  pages.) 

4)  Writer  may  designate  another 
United  Methodist  lay  person  to 
present  the  speech. 

5)  The  Laity  Address  manuscript 
must  be  submitted  as  complete 
text  (not  just  an  outline).  It  must 
be  typed  (double-spaced)  in 
English. 

6)  The  writer’s  name,  address,  and 
phone  number  must  be  on  a  cover 
page  but  not  on  the  pages  of  text. 

7)  A  signed  manuscript  release 
must  also  be  included  on  the  cover 
page.  It  shall  read:  “I  hereby  give 
permission  for  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Annual  Conference  Lay 
Leaders  and/or  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  to  use  this  Laity  Ad¬ 
dress  Search  manuscript  in  whole 
or  in  part  in  print  and/or  audiovi¬ 
sual  resources”  (Signature). 

8)  Manuscripts  must  be  post¬ 
marked  between  January  1,  1991 
and  June  30,  1991.  No  early  or 
late  entries  will  be  accepted. 

Send  manuscripts  to  National 
Association  of  Annual  Conference 
Lay  Leaders,  c/o  Section  on  Minis¬ 
try  of  the  Laity,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  1908 
Grand  Avenue,  Nashville,  TN 
37202. 

For  further  information,  contact 
the  Conference  Office  at  527 
North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802;  (504)  346-1646. 


One- Act  Opera  to  be 
Presented  by  University 


Gian-Carlo  Menotti’s  one-act  op¬ 
era,  “Amahl  and  the  Night  Visi¬ 
tors,”  will  be  presented  by  the 
Chancel  Choir  of  University  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Sunday,  Dec. 
16  and  Monday,  Dec.  17  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  the  church  sanctuary.  The 
performances  will  be  directed  by 
Lenore  Evans  Banks  with  musical 
direction  by  Esther  Socolofsky.  Fea¬ 
tured  instrumentalists  for  the  pro¬ 
duction  will  be  Louis  Wendt,  piano 
and  keyboard;  Earnest  Harrison, 
oboe;  Kelly  Smith  Toney,  violin; 
and  Gene  Patterson,  violin. 

The  cast  will  be  comprised  almost 
entirely  of  members  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  United  Methodist  Chancel 
Choir.  University  has  the  unique 
and  wonderful  situation  of  having 
two  boy  sopranos  capable  of  singing 
the  “Amahl”  role  (instead  of  the 
usual  female  dressed  as  a  boy)  so 
the  decision  was  made  to  double¬ 
cast  the  role  with  Kelly  Hawkins 


(age  12)  singing  Sunday  night  and 
Jonathan  Fisher  (age  10)  singing  on 
Monday  night.  The  other  lead  roles 
in  “Amahl”  will  be  the  Mother  (Sue 
Roider,  soprano);  King  Kaspar 
(John  Erickson,  tenor);  King  Mel¬ 
chior  (Richard  Rasch,  baritone); 
King  Balthazar  (Andrew  Jobson, 
bass);  and  the  Page  (Peter  Thomas, 
bass).  Dancers  will  be  Noelle  Austin 
and  Ben  Fox  with  members  of  the 
Chancel  Choir  and  congregation 
comprising  the  chorus  of  shepherds 
and  villagers. 

“Amahl”  will  be  presented  free  of 
charge  at  University,  located  at 
3350  Dalrymple  Drive,  adjacent  to 
the  LSU  campus.  Members  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  and  surrounding  com¬ 
munities  are  invited  to  come  and 
experience  this  beloved  Christmas 
opera,  which  will  feature  full  cos¬ 
tuming,  staging  and  lighting.  For 
more  information,  call  the  church 
at  344-0343. 


Peters  Building  Dedicated  at  Centenary 


With  blue  skies  overhead  and  a 
balmy  November  breeze,  Centenary 
College  President  Donald  A.  Webb 
dedicated  the  Samuel  P.  Peters  Re¬ 
search  Center,  an  8200-square  foot 
structure  which  will  serve  as  a  cen¬ 
ter  for  American  literature  and 
United  Methodism  in  Louisiana. 

As  the  Jack  London  and  Ameri¬ 
can  Research  Center  and  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference  Archives  for  the 


United  Methodist  Church,  the  Pe¬ 
ters  Center  will  attract  scholars  and 
visitors  from  throughout  the  world. 
The  Center  will  also  house  the  ar¬ 
chives  of  Centenary  College  such  as 
the  Faculty  Minutes,  catalogues, 
and  enrollment  registers,  and  other 
artifacts  and  memorabilia  of  the 
College’s  166-year  history. 

“I  feel  like  the  best  solution  to  the 
ills  of  the  world  is  education,”  said 


Centenary  College  President  Donald  Webb  (far  right)  begins  the 
cutting  of  the  ceremonial  ribbon  at  the  dedication  of  the  Samuel  P. 
Peters  Research  Center  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 


Mr.  Peters,  a  1939  graduate  and 
member  of  the  Centenary  College 
Board  of  Trustees.  “And  the  best 
kind  of  education  is  that  which  is 
based  on  the  Judeo-Christian  ethic. 
With  this  building,  I  hope  I  can 
make  a  small  contribution  to  educa¬ 
tion  by  helping  Centenary  achieve 
prominence  in  a  field.” 

The  construction  of  the  building, 
funded  by  Mr.  Peters  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  is  part  of 
Centenary’s  Fulfill  the  Vision  Cam¬ 
paign,  a  $21.5  million  capital  funds 
campaign  which  has  also  included 


The  building  will  house: 

+  Priceless  artifacts  of  Jack 
London 

+  Secondary  research  materials 
on  Jack  London 
+  Jack  London  books  —  first 
editions,  complete  editions,  etc. 
+  Original  manuscripts  by  John 
William  Corrington 
+  Personal  artifacts  of  John 
William  Corrington 
+  Copies  of  Corrinton’s  published 
works 


two  endowed  chairs,  construction 
of  the  Hurley  Music  Library,  and 
additional  endowment  funds  for 
scholarships. 

The  building  includes  an  exhibit 
room  which  will  serve  as  a  lecture 
and  meeting  room.  A  research  area 
is  divided  into  three  reading  areas 
including  a  central  two-story  sky-lit 
reading  room. 

Said  Mr.  Peters,  “We  hope  that 
all  of  this  will  help  put  Centenary  in 
a  special  position  among  liberal  arts 
colleges.” 

+  Church  histories  collection 
+  Annual  Conference  Journals, 

1 847-Present 

+  Methodist  Archival  Collection 
including  old  church  records 
and  materials  on  the  United 
Methodist  Women 
+  Faculty  minutes,  trustee 
minutes,  catalogues  and 
enrollment  registers  of 
Centenary  College 
+  Artifacts  and  memorabilia  of 
Centenary’s  1 66-year  history 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  is  flanked  by  colleagues  Dr.  Donald  C. 
Coftrill,  Executive  Director  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  and 
Dick  Anders,  Director  of  Church  Relations  at  Centenary. 

Appointment  Changes 


Following  the  November  Cabinet 
meeting,  Bishop  William  B.  Oden 
announced  the  following  changes  in 
ministerial  appointments  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 

Martin  Wesley  Corie,  (Local  Pas¬ 
tor)  from  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  Southern  Methodist  University, 
Dallas,  to  Calhoun-Beulah-Indian 
Village  Charge,  Ruston  District,  ef¬ 
fective  January  1,  1991. 

Rupert  H.  Pickett  (Other  Denom¬ 
ination)  Calhoun-Beulah  Charge, 
Ruston  District,  Discontinued,  ef¬ 
fective  January  1,  1991. 

Nell  M.  McLemore  (Full-Time 
Local  Pastor)  from  Simsboro,  Anti- 
och-Indian  Village  Charge,  Ruston 
District,  to  Simsboro,  Antioch, 
Ruston  District,  effective  January 
1,  1991. 

Roy  B.  Nash  (Full  Connection) 
New  Orleans  District,  from  Memo¬ 
rial  Medical  Center,  Pastoral  Care, 
Springfield,  Illinois  to  Pastoral 
Counselor,  Joseph  Bohlen  Asso¬ 
ciates,  Springfield,  Illinois  effective 
January  1,  1991. 

Ronald  Jeffery  Easterling  (Full- 
Time  Local  Pastor)  from  Vidalia, 
Monroe  District,  to  St.  Paul’s  (As¬ 
sociate),  Monroe  District,  effective 
December  1,  1990. 

Ricky  L.  Willis  (Full  Connection) 
from  St.  Paul’s  (Associate),  Monroe 
District,  to  Vidalia,  Monroe  Dis¬ 


trict,  effective  December  1, 1990. 

Jerry  A.  Means  (Full  Connection- 
Retired)  from  Ida,  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict,  to  Retired,  effective 
November  1,  1990. 

Robert  E.  Carter  (Full  Connec¬ 
tion-Retired)  Shreveport  District, 
to  Ida,  Shreveport  District,  effec¬ 
tive  November  1,  1990. 

Patricia  L.  Meador  (Part-Time 
Local  Pastor)  from  St.  Luke’s,  (As¬ 
sociate),  Shreveport  District,  to 
Discontinued  effective  October  1, 
1990. 

Hugh  C.  McKinney  (Part-Time 
Local  Pastor)  from  Longstreet, 
Shreveport  District,  to  Discontin¬ 
ued  effective  October  1,  1990. 

Rupert  D.  Coles  (Full  Connec¬ 
tion-Retired)  Shreveport  District, 
to  Longstreet,  Shreveport  District 
effective  October  1,  1990. 

Jay  P.  Irby  (Full  Connection  — 
Leave  of  Absence)  Shreveport  Dis¬ 
trict,  to  Director,  Foss  Home, 
Seattle,  Washington,  effective  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1990. 

Heide  Erin  Davis  (Full  Connec¬ 
tion)  Baton  Rouge  District,  from 
Lithia  Springs,  Georgia,  to  First 
Church  (Associate),  Dallas,  Georgia 
effective  August  1,  1990. 

Cecil  C.  Mims  (Associate-Re¬ 
tired),  from  Woodlawn,  Monroe 
District,  to  Retired  Relationship. 
Woodlawn  TBS. 


SCJ  UMM  Meeting 
to  be  Held  in  1991 

United  Methodist  Men  Conference  President  Boyd  Baun,  and  Presi¬ 
dent-elect  Ron  Sarver  recently  attended  a  meeting  of  United  Methodist 
Men  Conference  Presidents  at  the  Methodist  Retreat  Center  in  Ceta  Can¬ 
yon,  Amarillo,  Texas. 

The  meeting  was  called  by  U.M.M.  South  Central  Jurisdiction  president 
Charles  Dick,  Kansas  City,  Kansas,  to  plan  for  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Congress  of  U.M.M.  to  be  held  June  28-30,  1991,  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  in  Shreveport.  This  will  be  the  first  time  that  this  quadrennial 
conference  has  been  held  in  Louisiana. 

Plans  for  the  program  stress  the  importance  of  all  churches  having  their 
men’s  groups  chartered,  since  emphasis  allows  individual  pledging  for 
E.M.S.,  a  program  which  allows  U.M.M.  to  work  nationally  in  the  areas  of 
evangelism,  missions  and  spiritual  life.  Louisiana  Conference  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden  is  scheduled  to  lead  the  communion  service.  Other  speak¬ 
ers  include  Bishop  Richard  Wilke,  Arkansas  Conference;  The  Reverend 
Mouzon  Biggs,  Boston  Ave.  United  Methodist  Church,  Tulsa;  Dr.  Zan 
Holmes  Perkins  Seminary,  Dallas;  and  Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  Chairman  of 
the  Judicial  Council  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


Centenary  graduate  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  Sam  Pe¬ 
ters  gets  a  hug  from  his  sister-in-law  Susan  Peters  (left)  and  Mrs. 
John  B.  Entriken,  an  active  United  Methodist  and  longtime  friend  of 
the  college. 

Ministers'  Week  Scheduled 


February  4-6, 1991 


Perkins  School  of  Theology,  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  campus  of  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  Dallas,  will 
host  Ministers’  Week  1991,  Febru¬ 
ary  4-6. 

Perkins  confers  one  CEU  for 
those  who  desire  it  and  who  partici¬ 
pate  fully  in  Ministers’  Week 
events.  Attendance  at  all  lectures 
and  in  two  of  the  workshops  consti¬ 
tutes  the  required  ten  contact  hours 
of  instruction.  Ministers  involved 
in  the  program  maintain  all  records 
and  are  responsible  for  reporting 
them.  If  verification  is  required, 
one  may  request  a  certificate  from 
the  Office  of  Continuing  Education 
at  Perkins.  Only  those  who  have 
registered  for  Ministers’  Week  will 
be  certified  for  CEUs. 

Each  workshop  is  offered  for  a 
two-hour  afternoon  meeting  on  ei¬ 
ther  Tuesday  or  Wednesday.  This  is 
a  new  format  for  Ministers’  Week 
workshops  which  will  allow  partici¬ 
pants  to  attend  more  than  one 
workshop  during  the  week.  A  differ¬ 
ent  workshop  may  be  selected  each 
day.  CEUs  will  be  distributed  at  the 


end  of  the  Wednesday  workshop. 

The  cost  of  the  workshop  is  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  registration  fee.  Be¬ 
cause  the  endowment  funds  that 
formerly  covered  the  expenses  of 
Ministers’  Week  now  pay  for  only 
50%  of  the  cost,  a  nominal  registra¬ 
tion  fee  of  $25  was  approved  by  the 
alumni  council  in  1987.  The  fee 
covers  registration,  coffee  breaks, 
and  the  continuing  education  fee 
for  the  event. 

Retired  pastors  may  register  for 
lectures  and  workshops  for  a  $5  fee. 
This  fee  will  cover  coffee  breaks. 
Couples  attending  Ministers’  Week 
may  register  together  for  $40.  This 
will  entitle  the  couple  to  attend  all 
lectures,  the  workshop  of  their 
choice,  coffee  breaks,  and  purchase 
luncheon  tickets  at  the  $5  rate. 

Living  one’s  calling  presents  nu¬ 
merous  challenges  to  pastors  as  they 
move  through  their  years  of  service 
in  the  ministry.  This  year’s  speakers 
will  address  some  of  these  issues 
and  offer  insights  to  help  pastors 
not  only  “run  the  race,  but  keep  the 
faith.” 


Seminar  Helps  Clergy 
Cope  with  Taxes 


Sponsored  by  the  Conference  Of¬ 
fice  of  Financial  Affairs,  a  seminar 
offered  February  19  at  University 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  will  prepare 
UM  clergy  and  church  administra¬ 
tors  for  filing  their  1 990  federal  in¬ 
come  tax  returns. 

The  10  a.m.-3  p.m.  event  will 
clarify  how  the  current  tax  laws  re¬ 
late  to  denominational  policies.  A 
Cokesbury  Seminars’  presentation, 
it  applies  both  to  clergy  who  pre¬ 
pare  their  own  returns  and  those 
who  obtain  assistance.  In  addition 
to  reducing  "April  apprehension” 
as  the  1991  filing  deadline  ap¬ 


proaches,  the  seminary  will  enable 
persons  to  be  prepared  for  future 
taxes  as  their  incomes  change. 

A  certified  public  accountant  will 
lead  the  “Clergy  Income  Tax  Semi¬ 
nar."  Participants  will  receive  the 
Abingdon  Clergy  Income  Tax  Guide, 
1991  Edition,  along  with  other  ma¬ 
terials. 

Materials  are  included  in  the  $30 
cost.  Lunch  may  be  purchased  at 
the  church.  Those  interested  may 
register  with  Dr.  James  J.  Caraway, 
Director  of  Administration/Finance 
at  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802;  (504)  346-1646. 
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Editorial ; 


Hunger:  Adding  to  your  gift  list 


Contrast  these  items  with  the  many 
superficial  expressions  of  “holiday 
cheer”  you’re  hearing  each  day: 

■  A  mock  funeral  procession  in 
the  streets  of  Moscow  recently 
mourned  “the  death  of  food” — a 
macabre  reference  to  severe  food 
shortage's  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

■  The  African  nation  of  Sudan 
faces  a  food  shortage  that  “will 
make  the  Ethiopian  famine  seem 
small  by  comparison,”  according  to 
U.S.  State  Department  officials. 

■  Growing  numbers  of  U.S.  fam¬ 
ilies  "find  it  difficult,  if  not  impossi¬ 
ble,  to  pay  rent  and  utility  bills  and 
still  have  enough  resources  left  . . .  to 
buy  sufficient  food  to  last  through  the 
month,”  according  to  recent  expert 

.  testimony  before  Congress. 

■  More  than  500  million  people 
worldwide  go  to  bed  hungry,  reports 
Bread  for  the  World,  a  Christian 
anti-hunger  lobby,  in  its  just-re- 
leased  survey  of  world  hunger. 

Such  vignettes  are  starkly  at  odds 
with  the  “all’s  well”  hype  so  much  in 
evidence  during  this  time  of  year— 
from  serene  Currier  and  Ives  Christ¬ 
mas  cards,  to  sappy  TV  “Christmas 
specials”  to  seemingly  endless  movie 
reruns  of  “It’s  a  Wonderful  Life.” 

Clearly,  for  large  numbers  of  the 
world’s  people,  life  is  not  “wonderful.” 

We  do  not  enjoy  the  risk  of  being 
perceived  as  bringing  a  Scrooge-like 
.  spirit  to  Christmas.  But  as  Christians, 
we  dare  not  succumb  to  the  superficial¬ 
ity  of  much  popular  culture  and  ex¬ 
clude  that  sobering  reality  from  our 
celebrations  of  Jesus'  birth. 

Human  suffering  worldwide,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  specter  of  hunger,  ap¬ 


pears  to  be  especially  acute  as 
Christmas  1990  approaches. 

Despite  remarkable  gains  for  hu¬ 
man  freedom  in  Eastern  and  Central 
Europe  during  the  year,  it  would  be 
hard  to  make  a  convincing  case,  us¬ 
ing  the  incidence  of  hunger  as  a 
yardstick,  that  the  overall  condition 
of  humanity  has  improved. 

Bread  for  the  World  officials  point 
out  that,  although  hunger  affects  a 
smaller  proportion  of  people  than  10 
years  ago,  the  number  of  hungry  peo¬ 
ple  has  increased  “substantially.” 

The  selfless  gift  to  humankind  of 
God’s  Son  reminds  us  of  the  need 
to  share  generously  with  others, 
particularly  those  for  whom  hunger 
pangs  are  a  daily,  gnawing  reality. 

Here  are  three  suggestions  for 
such  sharing  that  we  urge  you  to 
add  to  your  1990  Christmas  gift  list: 

•f  Make  a  donation  to  the  World 
Hunger/Poverty  Program  (No. 
982920-4)  sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
Gifts  may  be  made  through  your  lo¬ 
cal  church  treasurer.  80  percent 
goes  to  international  hunger  relief, 
20  percent  to  U.S.  needs. 

•f  Pledge  to  involve  yourself  and 
your  congregation  in  local  efforts, 
such  as  food  pantries  and  soup  kitch¬ 
ens,  to  aid  people  in  your  community 
who  are  hungry — not  just  during  the 
Christmas  season,  but  year-round. 

f  Write  a  Christmas  “greeting” 
to  your  U.S.  legislators  urging  a) 
that  emergency  food  supplies  be 
sent  to  countries  facing  food  short¬ 
ages  and  b)  support  for  develop¬ 
ment  efforts  worldwide  to  alleviate 
the  root  causes  of  hunger. 


My  Witness. 


Christmas  'alone'  yields  an  unexpected  insight 


By  OLIN  M.  IVEY 

It  was  the  second  Christmas 
following  my  divorce  after  being 
married  for  almost  30  years.  I 
was  alone. 

Since  no  United  Methodist 
church  or  community  center  in 
the  area  was  working  with  the 
disadvantaged  on  Christmas  day, 
1  volunteered  at  the  House  of 
Mercy,  a  local  halfway  house  that 
also  dealt  with  emergency  situa¬ 
tions. 

I  had  visions  of  assisting  others 
in  setting  the  tables,  helping  to 
prepare  and  serve  the  meal  of 
turkey  and  ham,  and  being  up  to 
my  elbows  in  dishwater  on  the 
clean-up  crew. 

Are  not  those  the  images  one 
sees  on  television  about  such 
places? 

Covering  the  front  desk 

However,  when  I  arrived, 
Mother  Harris  said  she  wanted 
me  to  cover  the  front  desk,  to  re¬ 
ceive  people  bringing  gifts  and 
food,  and  to  route  telephone 
calls. 

Little  happened  at  first.  About 
45  minutes  after  I  had  begun, 
however,  Mother  Harris  came 
over  to  me  and  said,  “Whenever 
a  problem  arises,  1  say  a  prayer, 
turn  it  over  to  God  for  guidance, 
and  then  get  to  work  on  it.  We 
now  have  such  a  situation.” 

The  police  had  brought  by  a 
mother  and  her  two  small  chil- 


"My  Witness "  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  jJF1 
readers  may  y 
share  meaningful 
experiences  of 
the  Christian  life. 

Dr.  Olin  M.  Ivey 
teaches  at  Co¬ 
lumbus  College, 

Columbus,  Ca. 

and  is  a  retired  _ 

ministerial  member  of  the  Holston 
Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length) 
to:  "My  Witness,"  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


dren  who  had  been  visiting  in 
our  Southern  town  from  New 
York  City.  They  had  traveled 
with  the  mother’s  fiance  to  be 
with  his  relatives  during  the  holi¬ 
days. 

They  slept  in  the  car 

Vicious  quarreling  and  some 
physical  abuse  had  resulted  in 
the  mother  and  the  children 
sleeping  in  the  car  three  of  the 
last  four  nights. 

The  temperature  during  those 
nights  had  hovered  in  the  single 
digits.  The  mother  had  chills  and 
fever  from  a  severe  case  of  flu. 
Her  body  ached  all  over. 

My  task:  resolve  the  problem. 

Though  the  mother  spoke  En¬ 
glish,  she  was  much  more  com¬ 


fortable  in  her  native  Spanish. 
Mother  Harris  h?d  not  known 
that  I  was  fluent  in  Spanish. 

In  this  old,  southern  mill  town 
grown  large,  I  never  anticipated 
encountering  Spanish-speaking 
people  at  the  House  of  Mercy. 
Two  other  places  in  town  were 
better  suited  to  deal  with  the 
mother’s  problems. 

It  took  me  the  whole  day.  Mat¬ 
ters  related  to  the  car,  their 
clothes,  and  some  means  of  re¬ 
turning  to  New  York  had  to  be 
solved. 

By  coincidence,  someone  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  mission  who  was 
traveling  to  New  York  City  the 
next  day  and  was  willing  to  let 
them  go  along.  The  mother,  how¬ 
ever,  was  fearful  of  arriving  back 
in  the  city  and  finding  her  house 
trashed  by  an  angry  fiance  who 
would  have  scurried  back  ahead 
of  her. 

She  had  to  leave  today! 

She  had  to  arrive  back  home 
before  he  did.  She  felt  compelled 
to  leave  today — Christmas  day — 
when  none  of  the  normal  chan¬ 
nels  of  assistance  were  available. 

The  scant  resources  of  the 
House  of  Mercy  allowed  for 
nothing  beyond  shelter,  food, 
and  other  bare  necessities.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  bus  fare  miraculously 
materialized! 

Finally,  at  9:00  p.m. — far  from 
any  of  my  fanciful  images  of 
cooking  and  serving  turkey — the 


" God  does  not 
always  meet  our 
expectations.  They 
undergo  divine 
transformation.  I  had 
certainly  envisioned  a 
day  drastically  different 
from  the  one  I'd 
expected." 


family  was  on  the  bus,  headed  for 
home.  A  “care  package”  of  milk, 
juice,  and  food  accompanied 
them. 

I  didn't  envision  this! 

God  does  not  always  meet  our 
expectations.  They  undergo  di¬ 
vine  transformation.  I  had  cer¬ 
tainly  envisioned  a  day 
drastically  different  from  the  one 
I’d  expected. 

Bewildered  and  overwhelmed, 
a  terrorized  mother  in  a  strange 
land  needed  people  who  could 
deal  with  her  problems  in  an  ex¬ 
peditious  but  loving  and  reassur¬ 
ing  way. 

God,  indeed,  works  in  mysteri¬ 
ous  and  wondrous  ways,  even — 
perhaps  especially — on  Christ¬ 
mas  day. 

A  few  shepherds  from  long  ago 
might  agree. 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


I  can  see  a  new  day  dawning  in  the  UMC! 


What  others  are  saying = 


The  proposal  by  a  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops  committee  signals  the  dawning  of 
a  new  day  for  United  Methodism 
worldwide  (see  UMR,  Nov.  23). 

Namely,  the  vision  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  truly  inter¬ 
national  denomination  will  be  wel¬ 
comed  with  enthusiasm  On  the 
continents  where  the  Central  Con¬ 
ference  system  is  now  in  effect. 

I  trust  United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States  will  be  equally  enthusi¬ 


astic  in  accepting  challenges  to  be  in 
ministry  as  equal  partners  with  the 
people  of  God  on  several  continents. 

Gunnar  A.  Gundersen 
Phoenix,  Arizona 

Falsely  accused! 

The  article  in  the  Nov.  23  “Faith 
Watch”  column  headlined,  “Doomed 
to  fail,”  falsely  accused  William  J. 
Bennett  of  failing  as  the  United 
State’s  first  drug  policy  director. 


He  did  establish  anti-drug  pro¬ 
grams  in  our  schools — among  other 
things — and  that  is  exactly  where 
we  must  begin  if  we  are  ever  going 
to  rid  this  country  of  the  sale  and 
use  of  illegal  drugs. 

It  is  time  that  ministers  stop  trying 
to  run  the  government — local,  state, 
and  national — and  do  more  studying 
to  prepare  sermons  that  will  inspire 
congregations  to  work  with  outreach 
programs. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


ISN'T  YEAR.-END  &WIUC7  CrVepT"? 
THE  THRILL  OP  BEATING  THE 
TAX  DEADLINE  APTER  tAlLKltiOr 
EVERY  CENT  OP  INTEREST  ON 
YOUR  MONEY  THE  DRAMA  OP 
MAKING-  CHURCHES  ANO  CHARITIES 
SWEAT  THEIR 
B0D&ETS  UNTIL 
THE  LAST  n 
SECOND. 


Faithfully  yours 


THE  uoy  of 
HELPING  OTHERS 
BY  RETORNl NO¬ 
TH  E  &£NEROS\Ty 
GOD  HAS  SHOWN 
TO  OS  THROUGH¬ 
OUT  THE  YEAR.. 


If  every  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  United  States  would 
establish  programs  for  helping  stu¬ 
dents  with  their  homework,  provide 
supervised  recreation  after  school, 
work  with  literacy  and  anti-drug 
groups,  we.pqqlyi  indeed  be  called  a 
“church  with  a  mission.” 

Virginia  B.  Geist 
Myers,  Florida 

I  support  '12-step' 

Regarding  the  Nov.  23  editorial 
headlined,  “Can  1 2-step  model  help 
church?”:  There  is  an  unfortunate 
misconception  that  frequent  sup¬ 
port  group  meetings  can  become  a 
negative  “crutch”  that  substitutes 
one  kind  of  addiction  for  another. 

Addicted  people  need  to  move 
their  dependency  from  drugs  to  oth¬ 
er  people.  People  are  the  means  by 
which  God  works  His  will. 

I  support  those  who  think  a  12- 
step  model  would  help  the  church. 
In  addition,  12-step  programs  bene¬ 
fit  from  what  the  church  has  to  offer. 

David  W.  Onan  II 
Wayzata,  Minnesota 


“Whenever  a  person  places  his  or 
her  primary  loyalty  to  an  agency  of 
the  bureaucracy  rather  than  where  his 
or  her  membership  is,  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  in  trouble  . . . 
Bureaucracy  should  be  an  adjunct  to 
one  of  the  three  sources  of  renewal  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church — the 
local  congregation,  annuaLconference 
or  Council  of  Bishops.  It  should  be  a 
vital,  healthy  contributor  to  the  re¬ 
newal  of  the  church,  not  a  source  of 
renewal  in  and  of  itself.  One  of  the 
key  differences  . . .  between  the  bu¬ 
reaucrat  and  the  servant  leader  is  the 
answer  to  ‘Where  is  my  loyalty?’  ” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop  Bruce 
Blake,  Dallas,  Texas 
*  *  * 

“The  world  does  not  deserve 
Christmas.  A  few  days  of  celebra¬ 
tion  are  indeed  pleasant  but  gener¬ 
ally  people  do  not  want  to  know 
about  conversion  and  change.  . . . 


Jesus  was  bom  to  rescue  us  from 
our  guilt — and  through  the  power 
of  faith,  hope  and  love — to  ward  off 
the  dangers  that  threaten  us.  He 
wants  to  take  away  our  blindness 
and  make  us  capable  of  sharing.  . . . 
Thus  Christmas  is  both  a  gift  and  a 
call  to  repentance;  it  is  both  the 
work  of  God  and  the  opportunity 
for  a  new  start.” 

— The  Rev.  Gottfried  Brakemeier, 
President,  Lutheran  World  Federation 
*  *  * 

“Someone  has  said  that  there  is 
more  fellowship  in  the  local  bar  than 
in  the  local  church.  If  this  is  true,  we 
are  presented  with  a  fresh  challenge 
to  reclaim  the  world  for  Jesus  Christ 
through  a  demonstration  of  his  love 
for  one  another  and  then  extend  it  to 
a  hurting,  broken  world  crying  out 
for  love  . . .  God’s  love.” 

— Nell  Maxwell,  president  and 
founder,  Women  Alive 


Advent  has  special  meaning  for  me  this  year 


The  telephone  rang  the  Friday 
morning  after  Thanksgiving.  I  knew 
what  was  coming 
the  minute  the 
caller  identified 
himself  as  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  colonel  at 
the  U.S.  Army  Re¬ 
serve  Personnel 
Center  in  St. 

Louis. 

“You  are  being  called  to  active 
duty  for  90  days,”  he  said.  “You’re 
to  report  to  Fort  Sam  Houston  no 
later  than  0800  hours  26  Novem¬ 
ber.” 

My  life  had  just  been  changed.  In 
two  days  I  would  be  leaving  my 
family,  my  home,  my  congregation, 
my  work. 


Douglas  Cannon 


The  parable  of  the  10  virgins  ran 
through  my  mind.  Back  in  August, 
when  the  president  mobilized  the 
first  Army  reservists  because  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  crisis,  I  was  like  the 
five  wise  virgins.  I  was  expecting  or¬ 
ders  to  report  for  duty  any  day.  I 
was  ready. 

I  made  sure  I  had  enough  oil  for 
my  lamps:  I  made  and  shared  con¬ 
tingency  plans  for  my  responsibil¬ 
ities  at  work  and  at  home  with 
colleagues  and  family  members.  I 
avoided  making  long-range  com¬ 
mitments.  If  I  were  called,  I  wanted 
my  departure  to  cause  as  little  dis¬ 
ruption  as  possible. 

But  the  call  didn’t  come  right 
away.  I  kept  in  close  touch  with  my 
Army  supervisors  for  six  weeks.  Fi¬ 


nally,  they  indicated  I  wouldn’t  be 
needed — “unless  hostilities  break 
out.” 

So,  like  the  five  foolish  virgins,  I 
didn’t  keep  enough  oil  on  hand.  I 
made  commitments  to  people 
across  the  church  into  February.  I 
began  projects  that  others  didn’t, 
have  the  time  or  background  to  do. 

But  the  parable  admonishes: 
“Keep  watch,  because  you  do  not 
know  the  day  or  the  hour.” 

That  lesson  about  Christ’s  return 
takes  on  added  significance  for  me 
during  this  Advent  season  of  prepa¬ 
ration.  The  parable  reminds  me  of 
how  day-to-day  concerns  may  ob¬ 
scure  ultimate  priorities. 

Not  only  does  the  Army  have  a 
claim  on  my  life.  So  does  Christ. 


Therefore,  as  I  help  our  nation  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  unpleasant  possibility  of 
war,  I’m  also  preparing  myself  with 
renewed  commitment  for  another 
event  that  brings  humanity’s  warring 
ways  under  divine  judgment:  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

I  don’t  want  to  be  caught  unpre¬ 
pared  again. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Mr.  Cannon,  a  major  in  the  U.S.  Army 
Reserve  on  active  duty  at  Fort  Sam 
Houston,  Texas,  is  Director  of  Church 
Relations  and  Services  for  the  Reporter. 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Be  kind  to  one  another,  tender¬ 
hearted,  forgiving  one  another,  as 
God  in  Christ  forgave  you.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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SUPPORTING  PEACE:  United 

Methodist  congregations  in  Southern  Califor¬ 
nia,  Hawaii  and  Guam  are  being  asked  to  op¬ 
pose  armed  conflict  in  the  Persian  Gulf  and  to 
support  a  negotiated  peace  settlement.  In  a  Dec. 
3  letter  to  the  410  congregations  of  the  region, 
the  council  on  ministries  of  the  church’s  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  Annual  Conference  expresses 
concern  for  military  personnel  and  cautions 
against  the  stereotyping  and  “image-making, 
which  labels  Arabs,  Muslims  and  Jews  in  nega¬ 
tive  ways.”  Church  members  are  asked  to  hold 
vigils  of  peace;  wear  symbols  such  as  armbands, 
ribbons  or  buttons;  and  to  write  President  Bush 
and  members  of  Congress. 


DIPLOMACY  APPLAUDED:  Some 

lay  and  clergy  leaders  of  the  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  have 
issued  a  pastoral  letter  ap¬ 
plauding  President  Bush’s 
diplomatic  efforts  to  re¬ 
solve  the  Persian  Gulf  con¬ 
frontation.  The  statement 
supports  the  invitation  of 
Iraqi  Foreign  Minister 
Tariq  Aziz  to  Washington 
for  peace  talks  and  the  visit  lames  Baker 
of  Secretary  of  State  James  Baker  to  Baghdad 
for  the  same  purpose  (see  related  story  on  this 
page). 


AIDS  SUFFERER  DIES:  The  Rev. 
Donald  C.  Wade,  a  United  Methodist  minister 
who  was  a  prominent  spokesman  for  AIDS  edu¬ 
cation  and  compassion,  died  of  complications 
;'  of  the  disease  in  Indianapolis  Nov.  21.  Mr. 
Wade,  who  contracted  acquired  immune  defi¬ 
ciency  syndrome  through  a  blood  transfusion, 
brought  national  attention  to  the  plight  of  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  when  he  testified  before  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan’s  commission  in  1988.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Miriam,  four  children  and 
two  grandchildren.  A  memorial  fund  to  assist 
AIDS  sufferers  and  their  families  has  been  es¬ 
tablished  through  the  office  of  Bishop  Leroy  C. 
Hodapp  (Indiana  Area). 


CHANGES  HIS  MIND:  James  Arm¬ 
strong,  the  controversial  former  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishop  who  recently  asked  to  be  allowed  to 
rejoin  the  clergy  ranks,  has  changed  his  mind. 
He  said  he  wants  to  avoid  “confusing  and  divid¬ 
ing”  church  members  in  his  home  state  of  Indi- 
.ana.  Dr.  Armstrong,  former  head  of  the 
church’s  Indiana  Area  and,  before  that,  of  its 
Dakotas  Area,  was  also  president  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches.  He  suddenly  resigned 
both  the  episcopacy  and  the  presidency  in  1983 
amid  rumors  of  an  affair  with  a  married  wom¬ 
an.  He  moved  to  Denver,  where  he  teaches  at 
Iliff  School  of  Theology. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


UMs  on  a  quest  for  Middle  East  peace 


Bishop  Talbert  joins 
delegation  to  visit  Iraq 


Jailed  soldier  says  faith 
backs  his  disobedience 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  FRANCISCO— United 
Methodist  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Tal¬ 
bert  of  San  Francisco,  the  chief 
ecumenical  official  for  the  de¬ 
nomination,  will  be  among  16 
high-level  religious  officials  trav¬ 
eling  to  the  Middle  East  Dec.  1 4- 
20  in  a  quest  for  peace. 

“Now  is  the  kairos  moment; 
the  time  to  act  is  now  before  the 
war  is  launched,”  said  Bishop 
Talbert,  secretary  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Council  of  Bishops.  He 
was  referring  to  the  Jan.  1 5  U.S. 
Security  Council  deadline  set  for 
Iraq  to  withdraw  from  Kuwait. 

The  trip,  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches 
(NCC),  will  take  the  religious  lead¬ 
ers  to  Beirut,  Lebanon;  Baghdad, 
Iraq;  Amman,  Jordan;  and  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  said  Dale  Bishop,  director  of 
the  NCC  Middle  East  office. 

Dr.  Bishop  said  the  religious 
leaders  will  likely  begin  their  sev¬ 
en-day  trip  in  Cyprus,  visiting 
with  church  officials  from  the 


Middle  East  Council  of  Churches. 
Iraqi  President  Saddam  Hussein  is 
among  key  government  leaders 
with  whom  the  delegation  hopes 
to  meet,  Dr.  Bishop  added. 

Plans  for  the  trip  were  height¬ 
ened  late  last  week  with  Iraq’s 
announcement  that  it  will  release 
all  foreigners  held  hostage  since 
the  Kuwait  invasion  Aug.  2. 

Seeking  release  of  hostages  had 
been  part  of  the  group’s  initial 
plans.  Reports  that  such  a  release  is 
in  the  works — coupled  with  plans 
for  an  international  conference  on 
settling  the  Arab-Israeli  conflict — 
ignited  hopes  among  the  delegation 
that  the  atmosphere  is  ripe  for 
peace,  observers  said. 

In  November,  Bishop  Talbert 
served  as  chairman  of  the  NCC 
committee  that  drafted  a  resolu¬ 
tion  on  the  Persian  Gulf,  calling  on 
President  Bush  and  Congress  to 
“pursue  every  means”  for  a  negoti¬ 
ated  political  solution  to  the  Iraqi 
invasion  of  Kuwait. 

Bishop  Talbert,  elaborating  on 
his  support  for  the  NCC  resolu- 


Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert 

. . .  'time  to  act  against  war' 


tion,  said  he  believes  President 
Bush  “is  becoming  a  real  aggressor 
in  the  region  at  this  point.”  Com¬ 
pared  to  other  nations,  he  said,  the 
United  States  is  sending  a  far  great¬ 
er  number  of  troops  to  the  Middle 
East. 

Warning  that  “we  are  on  the 
brink  of  a  nuclear  war,”  the  bish¬ 
op  urged  United  Methodists 
across  the  church  to  “demonstrate 
and  speak  out  against”  U.S.  ag¬ 
gression  in  the  Middle  East. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

GRAYLING,  Mich.— Army 
Sgt.  George  Morse,  a  lifelong 
United  Methodist,  was  taken 
into  custody  Nov.  29  at  Fort  Ril¬ 
ey,  Kan.,  based  on  charges  that 
he  disobeyed  orders. 

The  seven-year  veteran,  whose 
hometown  is  Grayling,  had  re¬ 
fused  to  set  up  and  inspect  a 
stack  of  cots  being  prepared  for 
shipment  to  the  Persian  Gulf. 
His  unit  is  scheduled  to  ship  out 
in  mid-December. 

The  action,  which  Sgt.  Morse 
said  illustrates  his  refusal  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  any  act  contributing  to 
war,  violated  Army  law  because 
his  application  for  legal  discharge 
as  a  conscientious  objector  has 
not  been  accepted. 

Under  a  recently  implemented 
policy,  soldiers  cannot  apply  for 
conscientious  objector  status  un¬ 
til  they  reach  Saudi  Arabia. 

Sgt.  Morse,  who  has  a  wife  and 
a  3-year-old  child,  could  now 
face  a  general  court-martial.  He 
has  said  his  church  background 


helped  inspire  his  stand. 

United  Methodism’s  Social 
Principles  characterize  war  as 
“incompatible  with  the  Gospel,” 
but  express  equal  support  and 
church  ministry  to  persons  who 
“refuse  to  serve  in  the  armed 
forces”  and  to  those  “who  con¬ 
scientiously  choose  to  serve  in 
the  armed  forces  or  to  accept  al¬ 
ternative  service.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Ju¬ 
dith  Craig  (Michigan  Area)  told 
the  “Detroit  Free  Press”  that  she 
spoke  to  Sgt.  Morse,  his  parents 
and  the  Rev.  Dennis  Paulson,  his 
pastor  at  Grayling  Michelson 
United  Methodist  Church,  tell¬ 
ing  the  soldier  that  he  is  on  her 
daily  prayer  list  and  that  she  is 
“available  to  have  conversations 
with  him  that  might  help  support 
him  or  his  family.” 

Bishop  Craig,  who  has  joined 
other  religious  leaders  in  signing 
open  letters  to  President  Bush 
asking  him  to  avoid  war,  said  she 
also  prays  for  and  supports  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  soldiers  serving  in 
the  gulf. 


Homosexuality  study  panel  wrestles  with 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

Associate  Editor 

SAN  FRANCISCO— They’ve 
heard  dozens  of  heart-wrenching 
stories  of  pain  and  rejection,  love 
and  acceptance. 

They’ve  questioned  experts  in 
the  Bible,  theology, .  ethics  and 
science. 

They’ve  read  countless  books, 
papers,  treatises  and  articles. 

Now  members  of  the  special 
United  Methodist  Committee  to 
Study  Homosexuality  are  strug¬ 
gling  to  interpret  what  the  results 
of  nearly  two  years’  research 
mean  to  the  church  in  its  rela¬ 
tionships  with  gay  men  and  lesbi¬ 
ans,  their  families  and  friends. 

'Engage  heart  and  mind' 

Even  as  the  27-member  com¬ 
mittee  works  to  create  a  study 
document  that  one  member  says 
will  “engage  the  heart  and  mind 
of  the  church,”  the  panel  is  al¬ 
ready  behind  schedule. 


Members  acknowledged  at 
their  Nov.  29-Dec.  1  meeting 
that  their  deliberations  are  ham¬ 
pered  by  repeated  absences  of 
several  members  who  represent 
various  theological  and  ideologi¬ 
cal  positions  in  the  church. 

Twenty  members  attended  the 
most  recent  meeting.  New  at  this 
meeting  was  Bishop  Richard  C. 
Looney  (South  Georgia  Area). 
He  succeeds  Bishop  Neil  L.  Irons 
(New  Jersey  Area),  who  resigned 
as  the  Council  of  Bishops’  repre¬ 
sentative. 

Reluctance  to  talk 

However,  the  biggest  obstacle, 
committee  members  said,  has 
been  their  reluctance  to  engage  in 
substantive  discussion  regarding 
what  conclusions  they  can  draw 
from  their  research. 

Consequently,  members  decid¬ 
ed  that  such  discussion  will  take 
place  at  the  next  meeting,  sched¬ 
uled  Jan.  31  -Feb.  2  at  a  place  yet 
to  be  determined. 


A  major  decision  of  the  recent 
meeting  was  to  ask  those  working 
on  the  report’s  biblical  and  theo¬ 
logical  portions  to  base  their 
writing  on  Paragraph  69,  “Our 
Theological  Task,”  of  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline. 

This  section,  adopted  by  the 
1988  General  Conference,  forms 
the  basis  of  current  official  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  beliefs. 

The  move  was  suggested  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman,  profes¬ 
sor  of  ethics  at  UM-related  Wes¬ 
ley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington,  as  a  way  to  resolve 
an  impasse  over  scriptural  inter¬ 
pretation  that  has  hobbled  the 
writing  of  the  biblical  perspective 
portion  of  the  committee’s  report. 

The  impasse  was  personified 
in  unsuccessful  attempts  by  two 
members — the  Rev.  David  A. 
Seamands,  a  professor  at  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wil- 
more,  Ky.,  and  the  Rev.  Victor 
P.  Furnish,  professor  of  New 
Testament  at  UM-related  Per¬ 


kins  School  of  Theology  in  Dal¬ 
las — to  find  a  mutually  agreeable 
way  to  report  their  areas  of  con¬ 
sensus  and  disagreement. 

Both  had  been  assigned  to  pre¬ 
sent  their  differing  perspectives  on 
biblical  interpretation,  but  only 
Dr.  Furnish  completed  a  draft. 

Other  sections  proceeding 

Meanwhile,  several  other  pa¬ 
pers  prepared  for  the  meeting 
drew  praise  from  the  committee. 

Among  them  were: 

■  Dr.  Wogaman’s  thesis  on  the 
dilemmas  of  the  church’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  homosexuality  and 
suggestions  for  ways  to  think 
through  those  questions; 

■  A  compilation  by  the  Rev. 
Tex  Sample,  professor  of  ethics  at 
UM-related  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology,  of  the  history  of  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  actions  since  1972 
on  the  issue  of  homosexuality; 

■  A  compilation  of  scientific 
findings  on  homosexuality  by 


research 

Dr.  Sally  Brown  Geis,  a  sociolo¬ 
gist  at  UM-related  Iliff  School  of 
Theology;  and 

■  A  report  by  Dr.  Rachel  Ju¬ 
lian,  a  Birmingham,  Ala.  psychi¬ 
atrist,  of  the  extensive  personal 
testimony  the  committee  has  re¬ 
ceived  from  gay  men  and  lesbi¬ 
ans  and  from  those  who  said  they 
have  changed  their  orientation 
and  behavior  from  homosexual 
to  heterosexual. 

Dr.  Julian’s  report  was  particu¬ 
larly  commended  for  its  easy-to- 
read  style  and  its  engaging  stories 
of  human  experiences. 

The  committee’s  report  must 
be  given  by  Sept.  15,  1991,  to  the 
executive  committee  of  the 
church  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  with  which  the  study 
committee  is  affiliated. 

The  report  will  be  presented  to 
the  full  council  at  its  December 
1991  meeting  for  transmittal  to 
the  1992  General  Conference  in 
Louisville,  Ky. 


Yale  Divinity  School 
CONVOCATION 
February  4-7,  1991 

BEECHER  LECTURES 
Leander  E.  Keck 
Winkley  Professor  of  Biblical  Theology 
Yale  Divinity  School 
Toward  the  Renewal  of 
‘Mainline’  Protestantism 

SHAFFER  LECTURES 
Ed  P.  Sanders 

Arts  and  Sciences  Professor  of  Religion 
Duke  University 

Jesus:  Religious  Type  and  Cause 
of  Death  in  Recent  Interpretation 

BAINTON  LECTURE 
Clarissa  W.  Atkinson 

Associate  Dean  for  Academic  Affairs 
and  Senior  Lecturer  on 
the  History  of  Christianity 
Harvard  Divinity  School 
The  Modesty  of  the  Elephant: 
Marriage,  Families  and  Holiness 
in  the  Sixteenth  Century 

BARTLETT  LECTURE 
Franklin  J.  Woo 
Director,  China  Program,  East  Asia 
and  the  Pacific  Office, 

Division  of  Overseas  Ministries, 
National  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ,  USA 
China  and  New  England:  Lessons 
in  Self  and  Society 

PARKS-KING  LECTURE 
Calvin  O.  Butts  111 
Pastor,  Abyssinian  Baptist  Church 
New  York  City 

Yale  Divinity  School 
Berkeley  Center 
363  St.  Ronan  Street 
New  Haven,  Connecticut  06511 
203  432-6105 


UMC's  polarization  over 


gays'  acceptance  worries  panelists 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Is  homosex¬ 
uality  dividing  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  because  it  is  a  divisive 
issue? 

Or  is  homosexuality  a  divisive  is¬ 
sue  among  United  Methodists  be¬ 
cause  the  church  itself  is  divided? 

The  polarization  of  the  church 
represented  by  those  and  similar 
questions  troubles  members  of  the 
special  Committee  to  Study  Homo¬ 
sexuality. 

Dr.  Sally  Brown  Geis,  a  sociolo¬ 
gist  at  UM-related  Iliff  School  of 
Theology  in  Denver,  told  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  most  recent  meeting  that 
she  has  “deep  concern"  about  the 
polarization  of  United  Methodists. 


“For  instance,  we’ve  heard  from 
both  ‘reconciling  congregations’ 
(which  are  accepting  of  homosex¬ 
uals  as  they  are)  and  ‘transforming 
congregations’  (which  offer  assis¬ 
tance  to  homosexuals  seeking  to 
change  their  orientation),”  noted 
Dr.  Geis. 

“In  either  kind  of  congregation, 
those  not  in  tune  with  the  ideologi¬ 
cal  perspective  are  excluded.  This 
trend  toward  ideologically  based, 
one-issue  congregations  makes  me 
uneasy.” 

Unofficial  estimates  indicate  that 
there  are  nearly  50  congregations, 
four  annual  conferences  and  one 
general  agency — the  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns — that  identify 


themselves  as  "reconciling.” 

In  contrast,  there  are  fewer  than 
10  “transforming  congregations” 
among  the  church’s  approximately 
35,000  local  churches. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Hilton,  a  bioethi- 
cist  in  San  Francisco,  disagreed 
with  Dr.  Geis. 

“I  think  your  methodology  is 
great;  the  data  are  terrible,”  he  said. 
“Reconciling  congregations  are  not 
one-issue  churches.  The  polariza¬ 
tion  is  there,  but  we  need  more  data 
before  we  pin  it  on  those  congrega¬ 
tions  or  label  them  one-issue 
churches. 

“The  variety  of  our  responses 
shows  how  complex  this  issue  is,”  he 
continued.  “The  whole  question  of 
polarization  is  something  I’d  like  to 


"What  about  our 
connectional  system? 

Can  we  sustain  that?" 

— David  Seamands 


see  addressed,  but  it’s  a  real  can  of 
worms.  The  polarization  didn't  sud¬ 
denly  come  to  the  surface  because  of 
the  work  of  the  two  caucuses.” 

Dr.  Hilton  was  referring  to  two  un¬ 
official  United  Methodist  caucuses: 
The  Good  News  evangelical  caucus, 
which  has  led  opposition  to  the 
church's  acceptance  of  homosexual¬ 
ity,  and  Affirmation — United  Meth¬ 
odists  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Concerns. 

The  Rev.  David  A.  Seamands  of 
Wilmore,  Ky..  agreed  with  Dr.  Geis. 


“I  see  this  trend  in  the  church,” 
he  affirmed.  “The  way  we’ve  begun 
trying  to  solve  the  problem  is  by  ge¬ 
ography,  that  is,  by  turning  the  is¬ 
sue  back  to  annual  conferences  or 
jurisdictions. 

“That  troubles  me.  What  about 
our  connectional  covenant  system? 
Can  we  sustain  that?” 

Dr.  Hilton  likened  the  concerns 
over  polarization  to  his  experience 
as  a  civil  rights  worker  in  Mississip¬ 
pi  in  the  1960s. 

“In  Mississippi  we  were  told:  ‘Ev¬ 
erything  was  fine  until  you  agitators 
came.’  But  until  we  see  the  cracks — 
like  blowing  away  dust  when  you 
spackle — we  can’t  reconcile  and 
move  on.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Christmas 

By  DENISE  IOHNSON  STOVALL 

Associate  Editor 


If  you’re  within  range  of  an  ABC- 
TV  affiliate  station,  chances  are 
good  that  you  can  witness  a  unique 
Christmas  Eve  worship  experience 
videotaped  eight  days  earlier  and 
linking  United  Methodists  simulta¬ 
neously  in  Decatur,  Ill.,  and  Berlin, 
Germany. 

ABC  officials  have  told  United 
Methodist  communications  leaders 
that  166  of  the  network’s  210  affili¬ 
ates  have  committed  to  air  the  wor¬ 
ship  services.  Those  stations 
account  for  an  estimated  80  percent 
of  the  ABC-TV  viewing  audience. 

United  Methodist  Bishops  Woo- 
die  W.  White  (Springfield,  Ill.  Area) 
and  Ruediger  R.  Minor  (Dresden, 
Germany)  will  both  preach  during 
the  “Light  for  the  World”  service. 

Air  time  is  scheduled  for  1 2  mid¬ 
night  (EST). 

The  service  is  jointly  offered  by 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Decatur,  Ill.,  and  Friedenskirche 


Eve  worship  on  TV  will  span  two  continents 


(Peace  Church)  in  Berlin,  Germany. 

The  innovative  60-minute  broad¬ 
cast  on  Dec.  24  will  combine  ser¬ 
mons,  prayers,  and  Christmas 
music  from  congregations  on  two 
continents.  It  is  sponsored  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications,  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  the  church’s  Central  Illinois 
Annual  Conference,  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Decatur,  Ill.,  and 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church. 

Shirley  Whipple  Struchen  of 
United  Methodist  Communications 
in  Nashville  said  ABC  offers  net¬ 
work  air  time  each  year  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches 
liturgical  committee  for  services  re¬ 
lated  to  major  Christian  holy  days. 

For  the  unusual  1990  production, 
Ms.  Struchen  has  served  as  produc¬ 
er  liaison  between  the  two  partici¬ 
pating  churches  and  ABC-TV. 

In  addition  to  Bishops  White  and 
Minor,  other  United  Methodists 
participating  in  the  service  will  in¬ 
clude  the  Revs.  Don  Jones,  pastor 
of  Grace  Church;  Robert  Morwell 


of  nearby  Mt.  Pulaski  UMC — he 
originated  the  idea  for  the  interna¬ 
tional  service — and  Martin  Lange 
of  Friedenskirche  UMC. 

“When  Mr.  Morwell  came  up 
with  the  idea,  the  wall  in  East  Ger¬ 
many  had  not  come  down,”  said 
Ms.  Struchen.  “But  ABC  liked  the 
idea  and  gave  us  the  opportunity  to 
pull  together  all  the  resources. 

“Whether  we  could  have  done 
this  with  the  wall  up,  we  don’t 
know.  But  the  unification  of  Ger¬ 
many  has  given  our  consultant  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  whole  country  for 
communication  purposes,  such  as 
fax  machines  and  telephone  lines.” 

Ms.  Struchen  said  the  two  congre¬ 
gations  will  hear  each  other  through 
an  audio  feed. 

The  services  will  be  videotaped 
on  Dec.  16  at  9:30  a.m.  in  Decatur, 
III.,  which  is  4:30  p.m.  in  Berlin. 

The  services  will  feature  perfor¬ 
mances  by  the  Friedenskirche  choir 
and  adult,  youth  and  children's  choirs 
of  Grace  Church.  English  and  Ger¬ 
man  translations  will  be  used. 


"Light  for  the  World" 


Don't  miss  this 
joint  United  Methodist 
worship  service  linking 
Friedenskirche  f  Peace 
Church)  in  Berlin,  Germany, 
and  Grace  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Decatur,  Illinois. 


ABC-TV 

1990 

Christmas 
Eve  Special* 


Airtime  provided  by  ABC-TV  Check  with  your  ABC-TV 

to  the  National  Council  affiliate  for  the  broadcast 

of  Churches.  time  in  your  area. 

•ABC-TV  network  feed  12  midnight  (EST) 
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Faith 

connections 

FUNDING  FOR  INITIATIVE:  The 

church’s  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  recently  approved  $42,000  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  United  Methodist  Bishops’  Initiative 
on  Drugs  and  Violence  through  1991.  This 
amount  will  provide  miscellaneous  expenses 
and  salary  for  the  administrative  assistant  in  the 
office,  full  time  through  June  and  part  time 
J  uly-December.  Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  who  has 
aeen  on  special  assignment  in  Washington  this 
year  to  head  the  initiative,  will  return  to  his  reg¬ 
ular  assignment  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  January, 
aut  will  continue  to  coordinate  work  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  (see  UMR,  Nov.  16.) 

HISPANIC  BISHOP  URGED:  A 

caucus  of  United  Methodist  Hispanics  has 
called  for  election  of  at  least  one  more  Hispanic 
bishop  in  1992.  The  90  persons  attending  the 
annual  meeting  of  MARCHA  (Methodists  Asso¬ 
ciated  Representing  the  Cause  of  Hispanic 
Americans)  also  called  for  wide  input  from  His¬ 
panics  at  the  1992  United  Methodist  General 
Conference.  The  denomination  has  50  episco¬ 
pal  areas  in  the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico, 
one  of  which  is  led  by  a  Hispanic,  Bishop  Elias 
Galvan  (Phoenix  Area).  At  least  1 4  bishops  are 
to  be  elected  in  1992. 

CZECHS  CELEBRATE:  dethodists  in 
Czechoslovakia  are  celebrating  the  formation 
70  years  ago  of  the  first  Methodist  congregation 
in  their  country.  The  Rev.  Josef  Dobes,  a  native 
Czech  who  lived  in  Texas,  began  his  preaching 
activity  in  November  1920;  the  congregation 
was  formed  in  1921  in  a  public  school. 


She  prays  for — and  gives ! 


lay  leadership 


By  DIANE  HUIE  BALAY 
Attodalo  Editor 

She’s  a  female  “first”  in  what 
has  been  an  all-male  leadership 
role  in  the  church,  but  her  obser¬ 
vations  about  the  potential  of  the 
church’s  laity  are  all-inclusive. 

“I  can’t  even  begin  to  imagine 
what  would  happen  if  large  num¬ 
bers  of  the  laity  understood  and 
assumed  the  tasks  of  disciple- 
ship,"  says  Jean  Henderson. 

“When  that  happens,  the 
church  will  indeed  to  be  a  force 
for  the  world  to  ‘reckon  with.’  I 
pray  for  that!” 

Mrs.  Henderson,  the  first 
woman  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  National  Association 
of  Conference  Lay  Leaders,  was 
speaking  from  her  lakefront 
home  in  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  in  a 
telephone  interview  with  the  Re¬ 
porter. 

She  said  she  strongly  believes 
that  people  live  up  to  what  is  ex¬ 
pected  of  them. 

Yet  “we  really  do  not  as  a 
church  make  our  expectations 
known  to  our  members  when 
they  join  the  church,”  she  contin¬ 
ued.  She  believes  that  those  ex¬ 


pectations  could  be  made  clearer 
to  all  to  church  members. 

Letter  asks  for  ban 

The  56-year-old  grandmother 
sprang  into  national  prominence 
in  1989  when,  as  president  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  associ¬ 
ation  of  conference  lay  leaders,  a 
letter  in  her  name  went  to  all  72 
United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  United  States. 

The  letter  asked  members  to 
support  a  ban  on  advertising  al¬ 
cohol,  a  $2  billion  a  year  indus¬ 
try.  About  25  annual  conferences 
voted  to  support  the  ban  and  to 
work  toward  legislation  to  ac¬ 
complish  that  ban. 

The  national  association  which 
she  heads  seeks  to  strengthen  the 
voice  of  the  laity  in  the  general 
church,  to  promote  a  mutual 
ministry  of  lay  and  clergy  and  to 
provide  a  forum  for  lay  leaders  to 
share  ideas  and  experiences. 

Mrs.  Henderson  said  she 
wouldn’t  have  the  courage  to  as¬ 
sume  national  leadership  if  she 
didn’t  believe  that  when  “God 
calls  us  to  a  task,  He  will  supply 
us  with  whatever  we  need  to  ac¬ 
complish  it. 


“When  you  commit  yourself  to 
the  Lord,  as  I  do  every  day,”  she 
said,  “you  have  to  believe  that 
the  doors  that  are  open  to  you 
are  God’s  will  for  you.  If  I  didn’t 
believe  that,  I’d  be  scared  to 
death.” 

Minister's  daughter 

Daily  talks  with  God  have  long 
been  a  part  of  Jean  Henderson’s 
life,  she  said.  She  grew  up  in 
Methodist  parsonages,  the 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Ogleva  Street  (“He’s  retired  four 
times  and  is  still  preaching  at 
78,”  she  said). 

Mrs.  Henderson  had  to  draw 
heavily  on  her  faith  at  a  time  of 
deep  personal  tragedy.  Her  mid¬ 
dle  son,  David,  was  killed  in  a 
car  wreck  in  1977  while  at  Oral 
Roberts  University  studying  for 
the  ordained  ministry. 

As  therapy  during  that  time, 
she  said,  she  wrote  a  book  deal¬ 
ing  with  her  struggle  to  pull  out 
of  depression  and  grief.  She 
named  it  “Leaning  on  the  Prom¬ 
ises,”  she  said,  “because  I  wasn’t 
standing  [on  the  ‘promises’]  at 
that  point.” 

Although  it’s  been  nearly  14 


lean  Henderson 


...  a  first  for  women 
years,  holidays  are  still  rough, 
she  said,  because  she  is  so  keenly 
reminded  of  that  son. 

Still,  Mrs.  Henderson  said,  she 
is  blessed:  Two  sons  and  two 
grandsons  live  nearby.  She  plays 
tennis  every  week  and  works  in 
her  perennial  flower  garden.  Her 
husband,  Jim,  is  understanding 
and  supportive  of  her  church-re¬ 
lated  responsibilities. 

Part  of  those  responsibilities 
include  serving  on  the  board  of 


directors  of  United  Methodist- 
related  Hiwassee  College,  one  of 
three  colleges  in  Cleveland.  She 
is  also  a  member  of  the  church’s 
General  Board  of  Publication 
and  of  that  board’s  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  scholarship  committee  and 
chair  of  the  board’s  public  rela¬ 
tions  committee. 

Local  church  important 

As  important  as  that  work  is  to 
her,  she  said,  none  is  as  impor¬ 
tant  to  her  as  that  of  her  own 
congregation,  Wesley  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  where 
she  has  been  the  organist  for  30 
years.  The  prayers  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  church  have  sus¬ 
tained  her,  she  said. 

Through  her  involvement  in 
the  general  church,  Mrs.  Hender¬ 
son  said  she  has  found  reason  to 
be  excited  about  the  future  of  the 
church.  She  believes,  she  said, 
that  the  church  is  moving  in  the 
right  direction  and  that  the  laity 
will  help  it  become  a  stronger 
force. 

“I  do  feel  that  lay  people  are 
beginning  to  see  that  we,  too,  are 
called  to,  and  gifted  for,  minis¬ 
try,”  she  said. 


Japanese  gift  brings  missions  'full  circle ' 


ETHICS  WORKSHOP:  The  Method¬ 
ist  Theological  School  in  Ohio  recently  spon¬ 
sored  what  is  believed  to  be  one  of  the  first 
workshops  between  a  seminary  and  a  legal 
group  on  the  issues  of  ethics  and  substance 
abuse.  The  workshop  co-sponsored  by  the  Ohio 
Continuing  Education  Legal  Group  was  pre¬ 
pared  by  participants  in  METHESCO’s  new 
master  of  divinity  degree  program  in  alcoholism 
and  drug  abuse  ministry.  “This  is  the  first  time 
the  program  has  provided  continuing  education 
on  substance  abuse  to  members  of  another  pro¬ 
fessional  organization,”  said  the  Rev.  Carol  Pet¬ 
tigrew,  educational  assistant. 

NEW  EXECUTIVES:  Four  staff  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Nashville-based  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  have  been  promoted  to  vice 
presidential  positions  for  divisions  that  will 
gradually  replace  the  current  publishing  and  re¬ 
tail  sales  divisions.  President  and  Publisher 
Robert  K.  Feaster  said  the  reorganization  is  not 
a  staff  reduction  plan  but  an  effort  to  provide 
“better  publishing  and  marketing,  with  more 
creativity  in  understanding  and  meeting  cus¬ 
tomers’  needs.”  Filling  new  positions  are  Lan¬ 
sing  Marcus  Lewis  II,  product  management;  H. 
Louis  Jordan,  production  and  inventory  man¬ 
agement;  Donald  G.  Sherrod,  sales;  and  Patricia 
G.  Correll,  customer  and  distribution  services. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


By  CONNIE  NELSON-DANIEL 

LUBBOCK,  Texas — Two  Jap¬ 
anese  clergy  traveled  to  this  area 
recently  to  say  “thank  you”  to 
the  United  Methodist  Northwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference  for  the 
work  one  its  native  sons  has  done 
in  their  country. 

The  Rev.  Yoshiyuki  Yoshida 
and  the  Rev.  Tadashi  Kawamata, 
pastors  in  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  in  Japan — which  includes 
United  Methodists,  Presbyteri¬ 
ans,  Disciples  of  Christ  and  other 
mainline  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions — presented  a  gift  of  $2,000 
to  the  conference  in  appreciation 
for  the  ministry  of  the  Rev  Tt fir¬ 
ry  Burton-l  ewis.-  “ 

For  designated  work 

As  an  example  of  mission  giv¬ 
ing  come  “full  circle,”  the  contri¬ 
bution  will  be  used  for  desig¬ 
nated  ministries  within  the  con¬ 
ference. 

Sent  by  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
1970,  Mr.  Burton-Lewis  and  his 
wife,  Kathy,  celebrated  their 
20th  year  as  missionaries  in  Ja¬ 
pan  during  1990. 


The  two  Japanese,  accompany¬ 
ing  Mr.  Burton-Lewis  on  his  fur¬ 
lough  to  Northwest  Texas,  said 
that  churches  in  Japan  have  be¬ 
come  a  reality  because  of  the 
partnership  shared  between  the 
veteran  missionary  and  his  con¬ 
ference. 

“We  have  been  able  to  provide 
bricks,  mortar  and  land,  but  your 
churches  have  given  sacrificially 
and  provided  the  ‘flesh  and 
blood’  that  has  made  this  church 
a  reality,”  Mr.  Kawamata  said 
through  the  translation  of  Mr. 
Burton-Lewis. 

The  Japanese  former  district 
superintendent  expressed  his 
conference’s  desire  to  contribute 
in-kind  to  ministries  in  the 
Northwest  Texas  conference. 

In  his  20  years  as  a  missionary, 
Mr.  Burton-Lewis  has  served  as 
pastor  of  local  congregations  and 
founding  pastor  of  a  church  in 
Tsukuba  Science  City. 

Now  he  is  executive  secretary 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  in 
Japan’s  Council  on  Cooperative 
Mission  in  Tokyo. 

Vastness  not  like  home 

During  their  10-day  stay,  the 


three  men  visited  congregations 
from  the  northern  to  the  south¬ 
ern-most  parts  of  the  annual  con¬ 
ference,  encountering  a  weekend 
snowstorm  and  vast  expanses  not 
seen  in  Japan. 

The  “feeling”  they  gained 
about  United  Methodists  in  this 
area  reflects  the  physical  sur¬ 
roundings,  they  said. 

“In  this  brief  encounter,  we’ve 
seen  the  breadth  of  vision  that 
exists  in  this  land  of  wide,  open 
spaces,”  Mr.  Kawamata  said. 
“We  marvel  at  the  inclusiveness 
experienced  in  these  churches.” 

Their  journey  to  the  United 
States  reflects  the  United  Church 
of  Japan’s  desire  to  continue 
partnerships  with  Christians 
around  the  globe,  according  to 
the  clergymen. 

“It  has  long  been  our  prayer  to 
link  arms  with  not  only  the 
church  in  America,  but  through¬ 
out  the  world  in  the  Kingdom  of 
God,”  Mr.  Kawamata  said. 

Ms.  Nelson-Daniel  is  editor  of 
the  Northwest  Texas  conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter. 


LUBBOCK,  Texas — The  Rev.  Yoshiyuki  Yoshida  (left)  presents 
$2,000  to  the  Rev.  Rex  Mauldin  (second  from  right),  Northwest 
Texas  conference  council  director,  as  a  'thank  you'  for  the  20 
years  of  mission  service  in  Japan  by  the  Rev.  Harry  Burton- 
Lewis  (right).  Second  from  left  is  the  Rev.  Tadashi  Kawamata. 
The  two  clergymen  from  the  United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan 
and  their  missionary  friend  spent  ten  days  recently  touring 
churches  in  Northwest  Texas. 
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call  ANDY  HARDY 

1-800-231-0373 


Quake?  Pastor  says  rumors  have  come  and  gone  for  years 


Methodist  Medical  Center,  Dallas,  Texas 

now  has  ■  Medical  Dirsdor  In  the  Dspt-  "I  Phyncil  Mellclnn 
t  RiMOilitition.  Samuel  M  Kernel,  HD  Kecialins  in  the  II- 
agnosis  S  nonmriKSi  treatment  ot  neck  and  back  pain,  nerve 
disorders  and  chronic  painful  or  disabltni  conditions. 

For  an  nppt  call  (214)  844-1834  or  write  lor  tree  brochure: 
P.O  Soa  224987  Dellas,  TX  7S222.  Or.  Biemer  is  Board  Cer¬ 
tified  In  Physical  Medicine  and  In  Electrodlatnostlc  Medicine 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
AttocUtr  Editor 

The  Rev.  Paul  Lathum,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Madrid,  Mo.,  says  when  you 
live  in  an  earthquake  zone,  you  get 
used  to  hearing  predictions  of 
earthquakes. 

Dec.  3,  the  date  a  New  Mexico 
climatologist  had  set  for  an  earth¬ 


CLASSIFIED 

SANLANDO  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 
in  Longwood,  Florida  is  seeking  an  experienced 
Youth  Director.  A  growing  community  with  a  very 
active  youth  program  wants  to  insure  the  continua¬ 
tion  ol  its  excellent  program.  Youth  work  experience 
will  be  necessajy  and  administrative  skills  desired. 
Salary  in  mid-2(rs  with  negotiable  benefits.  Position 
description  available  upon  request  Send  resumes  to: 
Scott  Jones,  1890  West  State  Road  434,  Longwood, 
FL  32750. 

DIRECTOR  YOUTH  MINISTRY  for  a  dynamic 
evangelical  youth  program.  Must  have  2-3  years  ex¬ 
perience,  college  graduate.  Include  on  resume  person¬ 
al  faith  statement,  personal  calling  to  youth  ministry. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dennis  Hardin  do 
Hyde  Park  UMC,  500  W.  Platt  St.,  Tampa,  FL 
33606, 

CAMP  FACILITIES  CARET  AKER/MANAGER, 

oversee  property,  equipment  at  two  conference 
camps.  S15,000-Sl8,0u0  annually,  full  benefits.  Send 
letter,  resume,  three  references  to:  Ray  Wagner,  2410 
12th  St.  N„  Fargo,  ND  58102.  Deadline  January 
15th. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 

Jacksonville,  Florida  Church.  Youth  ministry  experi¬ 
ence  preferred;  active  youth  program.  Salary 
S20.000  + .  Benefits  provided.  Contact:  Senior  Pas¬ 
tor,  Ortega  United  Methodist  Church,  4807  Roose¬ 
velt  Blvd.,  Jacksonville,  FL  32210.  Phone:  (904)  389- 
5556. 

KENTUCKY  CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  on  Min¬ 

istries  seeks  an  associate  director  for  youth  and  edu¬ 
cational  ministries.  Contact:  David  Hilton,  P.O.  Box 
55107,  Lexington,  KY  40555-5107.  Telephone:  (606) 
254-7388. 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  FOR  DESTIN  United  Meth¬ 

odist  Church.  Full-time  position  for  dedicated  Chris¬ 
tian.  Ability  to  direct  choirs  of  all  ages  and  types.  Lo¬ 
cated  on  the  beaches  of  Northwest  Florida.  Send 
resume  to.  Destin  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O. 
Box  39.  Destin.  FL  32540. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  PASTORAL  Care  and 

Counseling.  Established  position,  10  years.  AAMFT 
certification  and  ordination  preferred.  Job  descrip¬ 
tion  sent  on  request.  2100-member  church  in  30,000 
community  near  University  of  Tennessee.  Salary  ne- 
gotiable.  Fust  United  Methodist  Church,  Box  567, 
Oak  Ridae.  TN  37831. 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM,  2  bath 

condo  for  lease  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer,  or 
fall.  Call:  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No  smokers! 

CHRISTMAS  GIFTS!  “SPICE"  the  newsletter/  sup- 

port  system  for  clergy  spouses:  S18.0CVyear.  AND 
“SPICE  Cooks,"  a  cookbook  with  stories:  SI  1.00  gift 
wrapped;  postage  paid.  Checks  payable  to:  SPICE, 
421  Woodward.  Kmeford,  MI  49801. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE,  FULL-TIME  DIREC¬ 

TOR,  Mississippi  Rural  Center.  Columbia,  Mississip¬ 
pi.  Deadline  December  31.  1990.  Send  resumes  to: 
OUye  James,  Rt.  2.  Box  145.  Tylertown,  MS  39667. 

ST  ANDREW'S  UNITED  Mt  lHODIST  Church, 

722  Robinhood  Pla ce,  San  Antonio,  TX  78209,  (512) 
824-2465.  Full-time  music  director  for  600-member 
church  with  excellent  musical  tradition.  Children’s, 
youth,  youth  handbells  all  need  building  up;  wdJ-es- 
tablished  adult  choir  (50  voices)  and  handbell  ringers. 
Fall  and  Spring  concerts  with  orchestra.  Master’s  de¬ 
gree  required;  salary  negotiable.  Send  resume,  tapes, 
references  by  February  f  to  reach  Rev.  Jon  D.  Lowry, 
Pastor  at  the  church  address. 

NEEDED:  A  UNITED  METHODIST  minister  or 
United  Methodist  seminary  student  (one  half  com¬ 
plete)  on  Ordination  Track.  Must  be  of  Phibpine  her¬ 
itage  to  establish  missional  ministry  to  people  with 
Philipine  heritage  in  Memphis.  Must  be  fluent  in  Ta- 
gaJog.  Will  develop  special  studies,  religious  services 
specific  to  Philipine  culture  visitation;  lead  Bible 
studies,  counseling  with  Filipino  members  in  spiritu¬ 
al/family  matters.  Must  have  prior  experience  in  min¬ 
istry.  Will  be  on  staff  of  Springdale  UM  Church.  SaL 
ary  $  10,500/year.  Contact:  Mrs.  Edna  Hynn  at  TN 
Joo  Service,  1295  Poplar  Ave.,  Memphis,  TN  38104. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC/ORGANIST  for  1700- 

member  United  Methodist  congregation  in  South- 
west  Honda.  Job  description  includes:  (1)  direction 
of  adult  and  graded  children’s  choirs  and  several 
handbell  choirs  (2)  work  with  soloists  and  instrumen¬ 
talists  (3)  demonstrate  strong  organ  and  accompany- 
mg  skills  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with 
education  and  experience.  Bachelor  degree  in  music 
and  experience  required.  Send  resume  and  inquiries 
to:  Chairman,  Music  Committee,  Port  Charlotte 
United  Methodist  Church,  21075  Quesada  Ave., 
Port  Charlotte.  FL  33952.  (813)  625-4356. 

2200-MEMBER  CHURCH  SEEKING  Youth  Di¬ 

rector  to  begin  January  1,  1991.  Salary  negotiable. 
Send  resume/references:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Box  773,  Temple,  TX  76503. 

LEGEND  OF  CHRISTMAS.  Video  ministry  telling 

the  origins  of  Santa  Claus,  The  authentic  birth  of 
Oirist  and  the  nativity.  The  perfect  “Night  Before 
Christmas"  gift!!  By  Discovery  United  Methodist- 
Richmond,  VA  Si 9.95  plus  S2.50  S/H.  1-800-229- 
2704. 

quake  to  hit  the  area,  came  and 
went.  No  quake. 

“I  was  raised  about  20  miles 
away,  and  we  were  taught  about  the 
New  Madrid  fault  in  school,”  said 
Mr.  Lathum.  “But  everyone 
throughout  the  country  was  getting 
excited  this  time,  so  the  residents 
thought  they  had  to  get  excited, 
too.” 

Nonetheless,  he  told  the  Report¬ 
er,  many  residents  did  their  usual 
things. 

The  day  before  the  scheduled 
event  was  the  first  Sunday  in  Ad¬ 
vent.  He  stayed  with  the  scheduled 
lectionary  passage  and  preached  an 
Advent  service. 

Did  the  earthquake  scare  help  or 


"...members  took  the 
prediction  with  a  grain  of 
salt." 

— Paul  Lathum 

hurt  ministries  in  Missouri? 

Mr.  Lathum  said  it  increased  di¬ 
saster  awareness.  For  instance,  at¬ 
tendance  at  a  United  Methodist 
disaster-response  team  meeting  in¬ 
creased. 

“Actually  the  committee  has  been 
inactive  for  some  time,”  said  Mr. 
Lathum,  missions  coordinator  for 
the  Poplar  Bluff-Sikeston  District. 
Mr.  Lathum  has  been  pastor  at  New 


Fiscal  agency  approves 
Africa  U.  charter  draft 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  DIEGO — Plans  for  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-sponsored  university 
in  Africa  were  advanced  significant¬ 
ly  recently  on  the  strength  of  several 
first-time  actions  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  chief  fiscal  agency. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  unanimously  ap¬ 
proved  the  draft  charter  for  the 
school  and  the  initial  financial  plan 
providing  for  the  opening  of  theology 
and  agriculture  colleges  in  1992. 

The  council  also  approved  the  re¬ 
lease  of  up  to  $90,000  for  architec¬ 
tural  planning. 

It  was  reported  that  the  U.S. 
Agency  for  International  Develop¬ 
ment  has  granted  $1.6  million  in 
1990  toward  construction  costs  of 
the  university.  Additional  grants 
from  the  agency  will  be  sought. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  general 


Madrid  UMC  for  four  years. 

“Some  people  were  downright 
frustrated  with  all  the  press  that 
came  here,”  he  said.  “But  most  of 
my  members  took  the  prediction 
with  a  grain  of  salt.” 

He  said  two  television  crews  from 
Kansas  City  taped  his  church’s  ser¬ 
vice  Dec.  2  and  a  newspaper  report¬ 


er  attended.  He  said  he  simply 
asked  them  not  to  disrupt  the  ser-i 
vice. 

In  fact,  so  many  media  people 
were  in  the  area  that  Mr.  Lathum 
asked  his  congregation,  “How  many 
people  have  not  been  interviewed  by 
the  media?”  Only  one  raised  his 
hand. 


secretary  for  the  finance  council, 
said  planning  for  the  university  now 
is  at  the  stage  where  it  is  appropri¬ 
ate  for  the  denomination's  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  to  launch  an  intensive 
campaign  for  endowment  funds  and 
capital  gifts  for  construction.  The 
denomination  has  a  goal  of  raising 
$20  million  during  1989-92  to 
launch  the  school. 

The  Rev.  Roger  Ireson,  general 
secretary  for  the  higher  education 
board,  said,  “We  are  encouraged  by 
the  clo^e  working  relationship  with 
Finance  and  Administration  and  by 
the  release  of  the  funds  for  the  ar¬ 
chitectural  drawings." 

He  said  the  finance  agency,  the 
program  coordinating  council,  the 
Africa  University  board  and  his 
own  agency  had  been  involved  in 
drafting  the  proposed  charter  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  finance  agency. 
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This 

Christmas9 

give 

somebody 
the  world 


Looking  for  a  Christian  alter¬ 
native  to  materialistic  Christ¬ 
mas  giving?  There’s  one  gift 
that’s  both  low-priced  and  will 
help  strengthen  all  of  Cod’s 
people  through  the  power  of 
prayer. 

That  gift  is  the  1991  Prayer 
Calendar. 

What  they’ll  get  when  you 
give  this  gift  to  family  or  friends 
is  a  worldwide  picture  of 
where  the  millions  United 
Methodists  spend  on  mission 


go.  All  the  mission  workers, 
their  addresses,  birthdays,  and 
their  programs.  No  other  pub¬ 
lication  gives  you  that  scope. 

What  they’ll  get  are  suggest¬ 
ed  prayers  for  each  day  of  the 
year.  Plus  letters  from  our 
worldwide  mission.  Plus  sam¬ 
ple  prayers  around  the  world. 
Plus  Bible  readings. 

It’s  even  a  gift  you  might 
want  to  make  to  yourself.  The 
power  of  your  prayers  is  the 
spiritual  undergirding  of  our 
church's  outreach. 


Order  your  gift  copies  of  the  Prayer  Calendar  (881257)  @$5.00  plus  postage 
and  handling  charges,  from:  Service  Center,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  7820  Reading  Road/Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800. 


Faith  dimensions _ 5  g^rA 

The  United  Methodist  S 
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Miracles  of  St.  Nicholas  retold  for  centuries 


Patron  saint  of  young  girls ,  seamen  and  robbers  is  best  known  for  his  love  of  children 


By  JOHN  J.  DUNNE 

He  is  revered  in  much  of  the 
.Western  world  by  marriageable 
young  girls,  seamen  and  robbers. 
But  Saint  Nicholas  is  best  known 
for  his  love  of  children. 

When  the  fame  of  Saint  Nicholas, 
the  wonderful  miracle  worker  of 
Asia  Minor,  was  brought  to  Europe, 
the  Latin  form  of  his  name,  Sanctus 
Nicolaus,  was  translated  into  the 
languages  of  the  various  countries 
where  his  popularity  was  growing. 

In  Germany  he  became  Sankt  Ni¬ 
kolaus,  in  Holland  Sint  Nicolaas, 
and  later  Sinta  Klaes — transitions 
bringing  it  closer  to  the  English  ver¬ 
sion,  Santa  Claus,  which  we  know 
today. 

Love  of  children  and  poor 

Saint  Nicholas,  whose  love  of 
children  and  generosity  to  the  poor 
was  the  fount  from  which  a  hun¬ 
dred  legends  sprung,  was  born 
about  the  year  270  in  the  coastal 
town  of  Patara  in  the  province  of 
Lycia,  Asia  Minor. 

Even  during  his  lifetime  he  was 
considered  the  patron  of  children, 
and  his  association  with  young  peo¬ 
ple  has  endured  in  tradition 
throughout  the  centuries.  It  lives  to¬ 
day  in  many  lands  and  with  people 
of  all  creeds  in  that  story  of  the  kind 
old  gentleman  who  comes  to  dis¬ 
tribute  gifts  to  little  children  at 
Christmas — the  white-bearded,  red- 
cloaked  old  soul  called  Santa  Claus. 

Nicholas  was  bom  of  well-to-do 
■  ■  _ 


Christian  parents  in  Lycia,  which 
had  been  visited  by  Paul  during  his 
journeys. 

Inherited  fortune 

When  Nicholas  was  a  young  man, 
his  parents  died  in  an  epidemic  and 
he  inherited  their  property.  It  was 
not  long  in  his  possession  before  his 
great  generosity  made  big  demands 
on  it. 

When  he  heard  of  a  merchant 
who  had  lost  everything  and  who 
was  unable  to  supply  dowries  for  his 
three  daughters,  Nicholas  secretly 
dropped  a  bag  of  gold  coins  into  the 
house  so  that  one  daughter  was  able 
to  marry. 

When  the  time  came  for  the  sec¬ 
ond  girl  to  wed,  Nicholas  repeated 
the  performance,  and  later  he  did 
the  same  for  the  third  daughter.  But 
on  the  third  occasion  the  merchant 
discovered  the  identity  of  his  mys¬ 
terious  benefactor  and  spread  the 
news  of  Nicholas’  kindness  every¬ 
where,  with  the  result  that  the  saint 
was  besieged  by  people  asking  alms. 

Because  of  this  early  act  of  chari¬ 
ty,  Nicholas  has  long  been  consid¬ 
ered  the  patron  of  young  girls  of 
marriageable  age. 

When  the  Bishop  of  Myra  died, 
Nicholas,  still  a  youth,  was  appoint¬ 
ed  his  successor — by  divine  guid¬ 
ance,  so  it  is  said — and  was  forth¬ 
with  called  upon  to  perform  a 
miracle. 

A  woman  whose  son  had  burned 
to  death  in  her  absence  implored 


Saint  Nicholas  to  restore  him  to 
life.  As  the  story  goes,  the  saint  did 
this,  thereby  starting  for  himself  a 
reputation  of  being  “the  greatest 
wonder-worker  of  all  the  saints  in 
Christendom.” 

Also  considered  the  patron  saint 
of  sailors,  Nicholas  began  his  asso¬ 
ciation  with  ships  and  seamen  while 
returning  to  Syria  from  the  Holy 
Land. 

Shortly  after  putting  to  sea,  the 
captain  decided  it  would  be  more  to 
his  advantage  to  go  on  a  trading 
mission  to  Egypt,  so  he  altered 
course.  The  ship  ran  into  a  severe 
storm  and  came  in  grave  danger  of 
sinking. 

The  scared  captain  confessed  to 
Nicholas  what  he  had  done  and 
begged  the  saint  to  pray  for  their 
safety  and  deliverance.  This  Nicho¬ 
las  did,  and  the  storm  abated. 

Legend  survives 

Dutch  seamen  brought  the  fame 
of  Nicholas  home  with  them  and  it 
spread  to  northern  Europe.  In  En¬ 
gland  the  figure  of  Saint  Nicholas  is 
to  be  found  in  the  1 3th  century  seal 
of  the  corporation  of  the  great  fish¬ 
ing  port  of  Yarmouth. 

Robbers  were  another  section  of 
the  community  that  quickly 
claimed  Nicholas  as  their  patron 
saint.  During  the  persecution  of  the 
Christians  under  the  reign  of  Dio¬ 
cletian,  Nicholas  spent  many  years 
in  prison.  And  during  that  time  he 
helped  many  robbers. 


In  England,  robbers  or  highway¬ 
men  were  called  “Clerks  of  Saint 
Nicholas,”  while  in  the  Cathedral  of 
Chartres  in  France  a  stained  glass 
window  depicts  Saint  Nicholas 
helping  a  robber  so  that  he  might 
reform. 

But  it  is  to  children  and  youth 
that  Saint  Nicholas  truly  belongs,  a 
point  emphasized  by  early  biogra¬ 
phers  like  Saint  Methodius  and 
Saint  Roman. 

The  stories  that  link  his  name 
with  children  are  numerous.  In  one 
story,  while  on  his  way  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  at  Nicea,  Nicholas 
stayed  overnight  at  a  lonely  inn, 
where  he  restored  to  life  three 
young  boys  who  had  been  murdered 
by  the  innkeeper. 

Fame  spread 

After  his  d,uth  on  Dec.  6,  341, 
his  fame  spread  rapidly  throughout 
most  of  the  known  world.  Russian 
soldiers  plying  to  Constantinople  in 
the  ninth  century  brought  back  tales 
about  him. 

While  the  Christmas  tree  is  gener¬ 
ally  thought  to  have  pagan  origins, 
legend  connects  it  also  with  Saint 
Nicholas.  One  day  he  is  said  to  have 
pointed  to  a  tall  tree  and  to  have  ex¬ 
claimed:  “Look  at  the  way  this  tree 
rises  towards  the  sky.  In  the  same 
way  your  soul  must  rise  toward  the 
true  God.” 

Mr.  Dunne,  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  is 
a  free-lance  writer  and  a  frequent 
contributor  to  the  Reporter. 
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Joy  to  a  snowy  world,  too! 

The  faces  of  these  children,  sledding  on  a  snowy  day,  show  the 
joy  and  excitement  found  in  many  activities  of  the  Advent  sea¬ 
son.  Sledding,  tobogganing  and  ice  skating  are  among  church- 
group  activities  during  the  season. 


Review= 


Religious  content  is  rare 
on  commercial  networks 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  All  the  following 
listings  are  in  Eastern  Standard 
Time.  Check  local  listings  for  possi¬ 
ble  changes  of  time  or  date. 

By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Sacred  music  has  largely  disap¬ 
peared  from  holiday  specials  on 
commercial  television  networks, 
but  it  still  finds  a  place  on  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Broadcasting  Service. 

At  8:30  p.m.  Dec.  19,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  The  Vienna  Boys  Choir  joins 
Frederica  von  Stade  and  flutist 
James  Galway  for  a  “Live  from 
Lincoln  Center”  Christmas  special. 

Religious  content  is  even  rarer 
than  religious  music  in  most  holi¬ 
day  programming  by  major  net¬ 
works,  though  there  are  a  few  happy 
exceptions. 

ABC,  for  example,  will  rebroad¬ 
cast  “Roots:  the  Gift,”  about  how 
plantation  slaves  celebrated  Christ¬ 
mas,  at  9  p.m.  Christmas  Eve. 

ABC  will  also  present  in  Decem¬ 
ber  a  documentary  on  the  under-re¬ 
ported  role  of  churches  in  the  suc¬ 
cessful  democracy  movements  of 


Dear 

My  husband  is  leaving  me.  What  did  I  do? 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  husband  of  many  years  just 
told  me  he  plans  to  move  out.  He 
says  he  met  someone  last  summer 
but  that’s  over.  So  he  wants  to  look 
around. 

I  am  in  shock.  Outwardly  at  least 
we  had  the  ideal  marriage.  I  don’t 
know  what  I  did  wrong,  and  he  re¬ 
fuses  to  talk  about  it.  He  just  says 
he  has  to  do  this. 

What  can  I  do  to  get  him  to 
change  his  mind? 

Gloria 

Dear  Gloria: 

When  a  marriage  is  about  to  end. 
people  experience  the  same  kind  of 
grief  as  when  they  find  out  a  loved 
one  is  going  to  die  soon. 


Shock  is  the  first  feeling  followed 
by  others  such  as  bargaining,  anger, 
and  finally  acceptance  and  moving 
on  in  a  life  which  is  forever  changed. 

Wondering  what  you  can  do  to  get 
him  to  change  his  mind  probably 
means  you  are  moving  into  the  bar¬ 
gaining  stage.  I  believe  that  is 
healthy  for  you  even  though  I  have  to 
say  it  is  not  likely  there  is  anything 
you  can  do  to  get  him  to  change. 

There  is  a  lot  you  can  do  for  your¬ 
self  however.  First,  you  need  to  find 
someone  to  talk  to.  A  pastor  or  coun¬ 
selor  can  be  objective  while  you  ex¬ 
plore  all  your  feelings,  including 
whether  your  guilt  is  realistic,  and 
all  your  options  and  choices  as  you 
adjust  to  the  changed  circumstances 


that  will  come  in  your  life. 

Second,  you  can  participate  in  a 
group  for  others  going  through  the 
same  type  of  experience. 

Third,  you  can  take  care  of  your 
health. 

Fourth,  when  you  reach  the  angry 
stage,  work  through  your  counselor 
and  don’t  lake  it  out  on  your  chil¬ 
dren.  your  husband  or  family. 

And  do  keep  up  your  church  mem¬ 
bership  and  personal  faith  life.  You 
wilt  find  strength  for  the  transition. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Write  "Dear  Deborah, 
PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box  66027 S,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  7S266-027S. 


Eastern  Europe  and  the  Soviet 
Union. 

NBC  offers  “Mickey’s  Christmas 
Carol,”  an  animated  version  of  the 
Dickens  classic,  at  8  p.m.  Dec.  17, 
the  “Sound  of  Music”  at  8  p.m. 
Dec.  23,  and  “Christmas  1990,” 
produced  in  conjunction  with  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  and 
featuring  the  celebration  of  Christ¬ 
mas  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  among 
troops  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  at  10 
a.m.  Christmas  Day. 

All  three  networks  will  carry  mid¬ 
night  worship  services  on  Christmas 
Eve:  CBS  from  the  Episcopal  Ca¬ 
thedral  in  Atlanta  and  NBC  from 
the  Vatican. 

ABC  will  combine  American  and 
German  worship  services  from 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Decatur,  Ill.,  and  Friedenskirche 
(Peace  Church)  in  what  was  East 
Berlin  at  midnight  Christmas  Eve. 

Religious  content  can  also  be 
found  this  month  on  public  televi¬ 
sion  in  settings  refreshingly  free  of 
cheap  sentimentality. 

“The  Silver  Chair,”  the  final  epi¬ 
sode  of  C.S.  Lewis’  Christian  allego¬ 
ry  “The  Chronicles  of  Narnia,"  is  to 
be  presented  at  8  p.m.  Dec.  24  and 
25  on  most  public  television 
stations. 

The  meaning  of  the  season  is  also 
probed  in  several  movies  this  De¬ 
cember  on  Turner  Broadcasting,  in¬ 
cluding  “A  Christmas  Carol”  at  1 
p.m.  Dec.  10  and  at  10  p.m.  Dec.  14 
on  WTBS,  and  at  6:30  p.m.  Dec.  23 
on  TNT.  “The  Nativity”  airs  at  7 
p.m.  Dec.  16  on  WTBS,  and  “Ben 
Hur”  airs  at  12:30  p.m.  Christmas 
Day  on  WTBS. 

For  more  holiday  programs  with 
religious  content,  see  the  Reporter 
Nov.  30  or  the  Review  Dec.  7. 

Amid  the  clutter  of  dancing  rein¬ 
deer,  jolly  Santas  and  crass  com¬ 
mercials,  these  programs  offer  re¬ 
minders  of  the  real  reason  for  this 
holiday  season. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  of  Island  Park, 
N.Y.,  frequently  reviews  television 
and  film  for  the  Reporter. 


History  of  _ 

'Joy  to  the  World'  tune  borrowed  phrases  from  Handel's  'Messiah' 


Joy  to  the  world!  The  Lord  is 
come! 

Let  earth  receive  her  King: 

Let  every  heart  prepare  him  room, 
And  heav’n  and  nature  sing. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Isaac  Watts’  “Joy  to  the  World” 
is  an  extraordinary  Christmas  carol. 

First,  it  is  the  second  part  of 
Watts’  “imitation”  of  Psalm  98, 
covering  verses  four  to  nine.  De¬ 
spite  the  fact  that  some  words  in  the 
hymn  also  appear  in  the  psalm,  it  is 
difficult  to  discover  a  close  connec¬ 


tion  between  the  two. 

While  the  first  stanza  of  the  hymn 
announces  that  “The  Lord  is 
come,”  it  is  the  only  stanza  that  re¬ 
lates  to  Christmas  and  the  birth  of 
Jesus.  The  other  stanzas  could  easi¬ 
ly  be  appropriate  for  any  season  of 
the  year. 

There  is  no  mention  of  the  things 
we  normally  expect  to  find  in 
Christmas  carols — no  star,  no  shep¬ 
herds,  no  manger,  no  infant,  no 
Wise  Men — yet  who  would  deny 
this  song  a  choice  place  among  the 
carols? 


The  exuberant  joy  that  permeates 
the  psalm  as  it  lauds  the  God  of  the 
Old  Testament  is  present  in  fullest 
measure  in  the  hymn  but  in  praise 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Mr.  Watts  came  to  a  marvelous 
conclusion  in  the  last  couplet: 

The  glories  of  his  righteousness, 

And  wonders  of  his  love. 

For  more  than  120  years,  this 
hymn  was  sung  to  numerous  tunes 
which  fit  its  poetic  structure  (Com¬ 
mon  Meter).  Then,  in  1839,  Lowell 
Mason,  a  New  England  music  edu¬ 
cator,  published  in  Boston  a  tune 


that  has  become  indelibly  associat¬ 
ed  with  these  words. 

Mr.  Mason  indicated  that  it  is 
from  Handel,”  for  he  borrowed 
two  musical  phrases  from  Handel’s 
‘’Messiah"  (“Lift  Up  Your  Heads,” 
and  “Comfort  Ye”),  and  wove  them 
into  a  joyful  song  for  Christmas. 

Mr.  Mason  named  the  tune  “An¬ 
tioch,"  for  the  ancient  Syrian  city 
that  was  the  point  of  departure  for 
Paul’s  first  two  missionary  jour¬ 
neys. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"O  Come,  All  Ye  Faithful." 
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Polish  creche  is  on  display 

This  hand-carved  nativity  scene  from  Poland  is  one  of  nearly 
90  creches  on  display  this  holiday  season  in  the  museum  of  The 
Upper  Room  Chapel  in  Nashville.  The  nativity  sets,  represent¬ 
ing  more  than  20  cultures,  will  be  exhibited  through  January. 


Recently  bereaved  suffer 
greatly  during  the  holidays 


PITTSBURGH— Making  it 
through  one  day  at  a  time  is  diffi¬ 
cult  enough  after  the  death  of  a 
loved  one.  But  the  holidays  are 
tougher  than  usual. 

A  lot  tougher,  say  the  volunteers 
at  THEOS,  a  Pittsburgh-based  in¬ 
ternational  non-profit  support 
group  for  the  recently  widowed. 
THEOS  is  an  acronym  for  They 
Help  Each  Other  Spiritually. 

“Without  a  doubt,  holidays  are  a 
terrible  time  if  you’re  a  new  widow 
or  widower,"  says  Barbara  Moore,  a 
volunteer. 

Most  recently  bereaved  people 
would  like  to  avoid  the  holidays, 
she  said.  The  pain  is  just  too  great; 
the  change  in  family  traditions  is 
too  disconcerting. 

Since  the  holidays  are  often  over¬ 
whelming  emotionally,  the  THEOS 
organization  has  assembled  some 
tips  to  help  grieving  individuals  and 
their  families  get  through  what  used 
to  be  one  of  the  happiest  times  of 
the  year. 

•7  Acknowledge  that  feelings  of 
loneliness,  bitterness  and  depres¬ 
sion  are  normal  and  acceptable.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  experts,  these  feelings  go 
on  for  months  and  even  years  after 
a  loss. 

7  Realize  that  it’s  not  necessary 
to  have  normal  holiday  celebra¬ 
tions. 

“It’s  not  unusual  for  families  to 
take  the  first  year  off,”  a  spokesper¬ 
son  for  the  organization  said. 

•7  Don’t  be  afraid  to  talk  about 
the  deceased  person.  In  fact,  that’s 
healthy,  according  to  the  spokesper¬ 
son.  Good  memories  assist  in  the 
healing  process. 

7  Consider  starting  a  new  family 
tradition  that  includes  the  be¬ 
reaved.  Consider  buying  a  live 
Christmas  tree,  for  example,  that 
can  be  planted  in  the  loved  one’s 
name  after  the  holidays.  Set  up  a 
special  time  just  for  the  deceased 
person  by  observing  a  moment  of 
silence,  dedicating  a  church  ser¬ 
vice,  lighting  a  24-hour  memorial 
candle  or  other  action  that  is 
meaningful. 

7  If  your  loss  is  recent,  make  a 
New  Year’s  resolution  to  survive 
just  one  day  at  a  time.  If  you  have 
been  bereaved  for  several  years,  it 
might  help  to  get  involved  with 
others. 

7  If  you  feel  that  life  is  not  worth 
living  and  you  are  considering  sui¬ 
cide,  call  a  crisis  hotline  immediate¬ 
ly.  Remember  that  your  goal  each 
day  is  just  to  get  through  one  more 
day. 

THEOS  volunteers  offer  this  ad¬ 
vice  for  friends  of  those  who  are 
bereaved: 


7  Talk  to  your  friend  or  relative 
about  the  loved  one; 

7  Share  their  grief  and  emotions; 

7  Discuss  the  changes  that  death 
has  caused; 

7  Call  often  and  visit  throughout 
the  holidays; 

7  Adjust  your  plans  to  include 
them; 

7  Don’t  ignore  their  grief  or  lone¬ 
liness. 

The  THEOS  Foundation  is  a  vol¬ 
unteer,  non-profit,  non-denomina- 
tional  organization. 

Conflict 
recalled  by 
a  participant 

MINNEAPOLIS— The  Rev. 
John  H.  Tietjen,  a  leading  “moder¬ 
ate”  figure  in  the  controversy  that 
eventually  split  the  Lutheran 
Church-Missouri  Synod,  gives  an 
insider's  look  at  the  controversy 
that  rocked  the  synod  during  the 
1970s  in  his  new  book,  "Memoirs 
in  Exile:  Confessional  Hope  and  In¬ 
stitutional  Conflict,”  published  by 
Fortress. 

He  became  president  of  the  syn¬ 
od's  flagship  theology  school,  Con¬ 
cordia  Seminary  in  St.  Louis,  in 
May  1969.  Two  months  later,  the 
Rev.  Jacob  A.  O.  Preus  was  elected 
president  of  the  synod. 

During  the  next  several  years, 
they  became  leaders  of  opposing 
factions  in  which  conservative  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  denomination  fought 
what  they  saw  as  doctrinal  heresies 
at  the  seminary. 

Dr.  Tietjen's  formal  suspension 
as  president  of  Concordia  in  Janu¬ 
ary  1974  prompted  a  number  of 
faculty  and  students  to  declare  a 
moratorium  on  classes  and  then  to 
leave  the  campus  to  establish  Se- 
minex,  a  seminary  in  exile,  on  the 
campuses  of  Eden  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  and  the  St.  Louis  University 
Divinity  School. 

Dr.  Tietjen  was  elected  president 
of  Seminex,  and  other  moderates 
who  left  the  Missouri  Synod  orga¬ 
nized  a  denomination  in  1976 
called  the  Association  of  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Lutheran  Churches.  That  group 
merged  with  two  other  Lutheran 
bodies  to  establish  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America  in 
1987,  the  same  year  in  which  Se¬ 
minex  ceased  to  exist. 

In  the  preface,  Dr.  Tietjen  says  his 
purpose  in  writing  the  book  is  “not 
recrimination  or  self-justification.” 


Children's  Homes'  Offering 

Christmas  Sunday 


December  23, 1990 


CHILDREN’S  HOMES  OFFERING 


Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 


Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home 


“That  they  might  have  life.”  These  words  are  chis¬ 
eled  on  the  cornerstone  of  our  building  at  815  Wash¬ 
ington  Avenue.  Since  1886  we  have  been  involved  in 
ministry  to  children  because  we  are  called  as  Chris¬ 
tians  to  serve  the  suffering.  Today  we  serve  the  abused, 
abandoned  and  neglected  children  without  regard  to 
race,  color,  national  origin,  age,  sex,  or  handicap. 

They  Cannot  Escape 

No  one  can  argue  that  these  children  deserved  to  be 
abused,  or  that  they  could  avoid  being  abused  if  only 
they  had  tried  to  be  better  children.  They  cannot  es¬ 
cape  abuse  on  their  own  so  we  provide  Shelter  and 
treatment  where  they  can  be  protected  and  healed.  The 
Methodist  Home  ministers  to  the  child’s  physical, 
medical,  psychological,  educational,  and  religious 
needs. 


An  American  Tragedy 

In  1989,  2.4  million  cases  of  abuse  were  reported  in 
the  United  States.  We  cannot  determine  the  millions 
of  silent  cases  that  went  unreported.  Abuse  is  an 
"American  Tragedy.”  Over  75%  of  the  cases  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  occur  within  80  miles  of  our  home.  We  are  ideally 
situated  to  help  the  increasing  number  who  come  to 
our  door.  This  year  we  have  increased  our  capacity 
from  50  to  75  beds  and  we  are  already  full. 

A  Conference  Mission 

We  are  a  State  Chartered  non-profit  mission  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  We  provide  Emergency 
Service,  a  Treatment  Center,  Treatment  Homes,  and 
Family  Therapy  and  Counseling  Services  to  abused 
children  and  their  families. 


Abused,  Abandoned  &  Neglected 

Abused,  abandoned  and  neglected  children  make  up 
the  resident  population  of  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston. 

When  founded  in  1902,  we  met  the  great  need  of 
that  time  for  a  home  for  children  without  parents  to 
care  for  them. 

As  our  world  has  changed,  as  our  country  has 
changed  —  Louisiana  has  changed  and  so  have  the 
needs  of  today’s  children  and  youth. 

Young  people  today  need  more  than  the  Christian 
home  environment  that  has  always  been  provided  at 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston. 

Life  Threatening 

They  need  help  with  their  problems.  Sometimes 
these  mental  and  emotional  problems  are  life  threaten¬ 
ing. 


So,  we  work  with  the  whole  person,  body,  mind,  and 
spirit.  Never  before  has  the  need  to  serve  all  of  Louisi¬ 
ana’s  children  been  greater.  Children  are  referred  to  us 
from  all  parts  of  the  state. 

Children  Turned  Away 

Unfortunately,  we  must  tum  away  two  thirds  of  the 
young  people  referred  to  our  care  because  of  limited 
staff  and  facilities.  There  are  always  94  youth  in  resi¬ 
dence. 

Your  gift  will  enable  us  to  continue  to  meet  the 
needs  of  Louisiana’s  young  children  that  have  been 
abused,  abandoned  or  neglected. 

Join  the  Healing  Ministry 

Your  gift  will  help  save  young  lives. 

Your  Home 

The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home  is  your 
ministry. 


. 

Two  for  Two! 

Two  offerings  for  our  two  children's  homes: 
Christmas  Sunday,  1990  and  Mother's  Day,  1991 
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Advent  IV: 

Joy 

The  fourth  Advent  candle  burns  brightly  with  the  flame  of  joy. 
God's  love  is  closer  to  us  than  we  can  imagine. 

Christmas  plans  have  been  made,  expectations  are  high,  childlike 
excitement  dwells  in  even  the  most  cynical  breast. 

Emmanuel!  God  with  us.  Not  God  near  us  nor  God  removed  from 
us.  But  God  WITH  US.  God  as  human  flesh,  God  being  born  as  a 
helpless  babe. 

Marilyn  and  I  pray  that  the  joy  of  "God  with  us"  may  be  experi¬ 
enced  by  you  personally  during  this  season.  May  joy  be  translated 
into  very  special  moments  with  loved  ones;  into  times  of  reflection, 
relaxation,  and  prayerful  celebration. 

joy  to  the  world.  The  Lord  is  come! 

WJUU.&O 


' Just  for  the  fun  of  it' 


By  BEN  OLIPHINT 

When  I  was  a  pastor  in  Dallas,  I 
became  acquainted  with  the  late 
Dr.  W.B.J.  Martin,  who  was  then 
pastor  of  First  Community  Church. 
He  was  a  great  preacher  who  was  al¬ 
ways  willing  to  share  ideas  and  offer 
illustrations  from  his  deep  knowl¬ 
edge  of  literature  and  poetry. 

Once  he  told  me  that  he  would 
like  to  write  a  book  and  call  it 
“Christianity  for  the  Fun  of  It.” 

His  idea  was  that  while  faith  is  a 
solace  in  time  of  sorrow  and 
strength  in  time  of  weakness,  it  is 
also  something  to  be  enjoyed.  Reli¬ 
gion  was  more  than  a  set  of  rules,  he 
said,  it  was  a  gift  —  a  gift  to  cherish 
and  enjoy. 

Christianity  for  the  fun  of  it!  It  is 
an  intriguing  thought. 

Dr.  Martin  maintained  that  all 


the  great  cathedrals  were  built  to  be 
"fun  things."  towering,  exuberant, 
thrusting  their  spires  into  the  sky. 
And  those  grinning  gargoyles  and 
little  devils  on  the  facades  of  medi¬ 
eval  churches  —  they  were  all  done 
from  the  sheer  overplus  of  joy  that 
Jesus  Christ  had  conquered  the  de¬ 
mons. 

I  think  that's  the  way  we  should 
all  experience  our  faith,  because 
that's  how  God  made  us  —  and  re¬ 
makes  us  by  the  gift  of  His  Joy. 

Luke  puts  it  like  this: 

"Behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings 
of  great  joy.” 

Merry  Christmas  —  for  the  fun  of 
it! 

... 

Ben  Oliphini  is  bishop  of  the 
Houston  Area.  He  is  a  former  bishop 
of  the  Louisiana  area. 


"THE  NATIVITY,"  by  Adolph  Beaufrere,  is  in  the  Sloniker  collection 
of  twentieth-century  religious  prints.  religious  news  service  photo 


Prayer  and  Packages  Support  Service  People  in  Louisiana 


While  thousands  of  men  and  wom¬ 
en  across  Louisiana  are  mobilizing  at 
Fort  Polk  for  duty  in  Operation  De¬ 
sert  Shield,  the  congregation  at  nearby 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Leesville  is  also  mobilizing  for  action 
in  the  crisis. 

The  Reverend  Jake  Olmstead, 
minister  at  First  Church,  and  his 
wife  are  a  retired  military  family 
who  know  well  what  the  feelings 
and  cares  of  the  soldiers  and  their 
families  are  at  this  time.  He  is  espe¬ 
cially  concerned  for  the  “citizen  sol¬ 
diers”  who  have  been  called  up 
from  their  jobs  and  communities, 
often  at  short  notice,  for  the  task  at 
hand. 

It  is  not  surprising  then,  that  Mr. 
Olmstead’s  congregation,  mostly 
composed  of  active  duty  and  retired 
military  personnel,  has  responded 
to  the  needs  of  the  families  called 


into  action  in  the  Mideastem  dis¬ 
pute.  What  is  a  normally  close  and 
supportive  church  family,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Olmstead,  has  become 
even  closer.  “It  warms  my  heart  to 
see  the  congregation  rallying  behind 
their  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ,” 
he  says. 

The  congregation  has  already  sent 
five  care  packages  to  the  men  and 
women  in  the  gulf  (and  are  prepar¬ 
ing  more)  and  their  acolytes  have 
written  letters  to  soldiers  in  general. 
So  far,  the  children  have  received 
three  responses  for  additional  items 
reeded  for  the  service  men  and 
women. 

In  First  Church’s  worship  ser¬ 
vices.  a  different  yellow  candle  has 
been  lighted  for  each  service  person 
from  their  church  family  who  is 
serving  in  Desert  Shield.  The  can¬ 
dles  will  continue  to  be  lit  until  each 


person  comes  home. 

One  of  First  Church’s  families 
who  have  been  affected  in  this  call¬ 
up  is  the  family  of  Ann  and  Eugene 
Cavanaugh  and  their  two  sons.  Mr. 
Cavanaugh  is  the  elected  tax  asses¬ 
sor  for  Vernon  Parish.  He  is  current¬ 
ly  at  Fort  Hood,  Texas,  awaiting 
eventual  transfer  to  the  Majabi  De¬ 
sert.  His  National  Guard  Unit  was 
activated  on  November  30. 

Mrs.  Cavanaugh  said  that  she  re¬ 
alized  that  the  military  situation 
was  serious  in  August  when  her  hus¬ 
band  repaired  her  clothesline  and 
collected  fire  wood  for  the  house.  It 
was  the  first  step  in  a  series  of  prep¬ 
aration  that  Mr.  Cavanaugh  made 
to  care  for  his  family  during  his  ab¬ 
sence.  Mrs.  Cavanaugh,  like  so 
many  other  family  members  during 
this  holiday  season,  hopes  that  her 
husband  will  be  home  to  join  her 


for  First  Church's  Christmas  Eve 
service. 

To  that  end,  the  Lake  Charles 
District  held  three  simultaneous 
prayer  services  on  December  5  to 
support  the  cause  of  peace.  The 
Reverend  Carole  Cotton-Winn, 
Lake  Charles’  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  says  that  the  services  were 
well-received  and  well-attended. 
Participants  also  brought  items  that 
will  be  sent  to  the  service  men  and 
women  away  from  home.  Mrs.  Cot¬ 
ton-Winn  says  that  the  worship  ser¬ 
vices  were  modelled  after  the 
Evening  Service  Praise  and  Prayer 
Service  (#800  in  the  new  hymnal). 
She  encourages  other  districts  and 
individual  churches  to  hold  similar 
services  throughout  Louisiana.  As 
she  says,  it’s  important  “to  pray  for 
peace  around  God's  world.” 


Children's  Homes  Offering 

Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 


“That  they  might  have  life.” 

These  words  are  chiseled  on  the  cor¬ 
nerstone  of  our  building  at  815 
Washington  Avenue.  Since  1886  we 
have  been  involved  in  ministry  to 
children  because  we  are  called  as 
Christians  to  serve  the  suffering. 
Today  we  serve  the  abused,  aban¬ 
doned  and  neglected  children  with¬ 
out  regard  to  race,  color,  national 
origin,  age,  sex,  or  handicap. 

They  Cannot  Escape 
No  one  can  argue  that  these  chil¬ 
dren  deserved  to  be  abused,  or  that 
they  could  avoid  being  abused  if 
only  they  had  tried  to  be  better  chil¬ 
dren.  They  cannot  escape  abuse  on 
their  own  so  we  provide  shelter  and 
treatment  where  they  can  be  pro¬ 
tected  and  healed.  The  Methodist 
Home  ministers  to  the  child’s  phys¬ 
ical,  medical,  psychological,  educa¬ 
tional,  and  religious  needs. 


An  American  Tragedy 

In  1989,  2.4  million  cases  of 
abuse  were  reported  in  the  United 
States.  We  cannot  determine  the 
millions  of  silent  cases  that  went 
unreported.  Abuse  is  an  “American 
Tragedy.”  Over  75%  of  the  cases  in 
Louisiana  occur  within  80  miles  of 
our  home.  We  are  ideally  situated  to 
help  the  increasing  number  who 
come  to  our  door.  This  year  we 
have  increased  our  capacity  from  50 
to  75  beds  and  we  are  already  full. 

A  Conference  Mission 

We  are  a  State  Chartered  non¬ 
profit  mission  of  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference.  We  provide 
Emergency  Service,  a  Treatment 
Center,  Treatment  Homes,  and 
Family  Therapy  and  Counseling 
Services  to  abused  children  and 
their  families. 


Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home 


Abused,  Abandoned  &  Neglected 

Abused,  abandoned  and  neglect¬ 
ed  children  make  up  the  resident 
population  of  the  Louisiana  Meth¬ 
odist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston. 

When  founded  in  1902,  we  met 
the  great  need  of  that  time  for  a 
home  for  children  without  parents 
to  care  for  them. 

As  our  world  has  changed,  as  our 
country  has  changed  —  Louisiana 
has  changed  and  so  have  the  needs 
of  today’s  children  and  youth. 

Young  people  today  need  more 
than  the  Christian  home  environ¬ 
ment  that  has  always  been  provided 
at  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
in  Ruston. 

Life  Threatening 

They  need  help  with  their  problems. 
Sometimes  these  mental  and  emo¬ 
tional  problems  are  life  threatening. 


So,  we  work  with  the  whole  per¬ 
son,  body,  mind,  and  spirit.  Never 
before  has  the  need  to  serve  all  of 
Louisiana's  children  been  greater. 
Children  are  referred  to  us  from  all 
parts  of  the  state. 

Children  Turned  Away 

Unfortunately,  we  must  turn 
away  two  thirds  of  the  young  people 
referred  to  our  care  because  of  lim¬ 
ited  staff  and  facilities.  There  are  al¬ 
ways  94  youth  in  residence. 

Your  gift  will  enable  us  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  meet  the  needs  of  Louisiana’s 
young  children  that  have  been 
abused,  abandoned  or^ieglected. 
Join  the  Healing  Ministry 
Your  gift  will  help  save  young 
lives. 

Your  Home 

The  Louisiana  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  is  your  ministry. 


Crisis  in  the  Gulf  Creates  Caring  People 


First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Chatham,  Louisiana,  has  a 
small  congregation  with  a  big 
heart.  When  two  of  its  family 
members  were  activated  for  service 
in  the  Gulf  Crisis,  the  minister, 
the  Reverend  Mark  Kremer,  and 
his  congregation  went  into  action. 

They  formed  a  community-wide 
support  group  for  the  families  of 
the  ten  men  and  women  called 
into  military  service  from  the  650- 
member  town.  Church  members 
Susie  Davis  and  Cadie  Hayes  also 
coordinated  a  banner-making 
project.  The  group  plans  to  hang 
the  banners  throughout  the  down¬ 
town  area  with  the  names  and  the 
units  of  the  service  people  in¬ 
volved. 


Additionally  the  Reverend 
James  Poole,  Ruston  District  Su¬ 
perintendent,  was  called  upon  to 
help  plan  a  district-wide  prayer 
service  to  further  strengthen  the 
United  Methodists’  support. 

Mr.  Kremer,  however,  did  not 
stop  there.  When  he  could  not 
find  a  prayer  that  was  suitable  for 
use  in  a  worship  service  centered 
around  the  Church's  support  in 
this  effort,  he  called  Louisiana 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden  for  help. 
Bishop  Oden  responded  by  writ¬ 
ing  a  prayer  for  all  of  our  service 
people,  their  families  and  friends, 
and  for  the  rest  of  us  who  are  con¬ 
cerned  for  their's  and  our  coun¬ 
try’s  welfare.  Bishop  Oden's 
prayer  is  as  follows: 


OGod, 

Who  created  the  universe  and  gave  your  only  son  to  live  among  us  as 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  we  humbly  bow  before  you  as  your  sinful  children 
who  have  not  lived  our  lives  accountable  to  you. 

We  have  separated  ourselves  from  one  another.  We  have  built  walls 
between  races  and  nations.  We  have  not  put  your  peace  and  justice  first 
in  our  lives.  Forgive  us  and  make  us  whole. 

I 

W t  pray  for  those  places  on  your  earth  where  war  is  imminent,  and  we 
especially  pray  for  our  loved  ones  who  have  been  sent  to  those  places.  Be 
very  near  to  them  and  uphold  them  in  your  care  and  keeping. 

Pierce  the  hearts  of  those  who  lead  nations  and  armies  that  they  may 
look  across  invisible  lines  and  see  other  soldiers  as  your  creatures  of 
eternal  worth.  Guide  our  President,  our  Congress,  and  all  who  seek  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  present  crisis. 

And  finally,  O  Holy  God,  we  commit  ourselves  to  be  instruments  of 
your  peace  and  channels  of  your  love  and  justice,  ever  praising  your 
name  for  creating  us  in  your  own  image. 

Amen 

Mr.  Kremer  is  reprinting  the  prayer  in  his  church’s  newsletter  and 
is  urging  his  congregation  and  others  to  use  it  regularly  in  their  devo¬ 
tions  along  with  Psalm  9 1 ,  which  he  calls,  “the  Psalm  of  Protection.” 
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Editorial 


Christmas  &  the  'kairos  moment' 


Christmas. 

Peace. 

Across  the  ages,  Christians  have 
linked  the  two:  Jesus’  birth  and  hu¬ 
mankind’s  longing  for  a  peaceful 
world. 

Sadly,  on  the  eve  of  Christmas 
1 990,  Peace  on  Earth  appears  to  be 
as  elusive  as  ever — maybe  more  so. 

Despite  encouraging  signs — ef¬ 
forts  by  U.S.  officials  to  arrange  a 
meeting  with  Saddam  Hussein  and 
release  by  Iraq  of  foreign  hostages — 
war  preparations  continue  on  both 
sides  of  the  Persian  Gulf  dispute. 

In  response,  a  broad  spectrum  of 
religious  groups  worldwide  has 
called  upon  President  Bush  and  oth¬ 
er  world  leaders  to  show  restraint 
and  to  pull  back  from  the  brink  of 
war,  particularly  from  the  buildup  of 
military  forces  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
region  (see  UMR,  Dec.  14). 

As  part  of  that  call,  our  church’s  top 
ecumenical  officer.  Bishop  Melvin  G. 
Talbert  of  San  Francisco,  recently 
journeyed  with  16  other  religious 
leaders  throughout  the  Middle  East, 
including  Iraq,  to  support  peace  ini¬ 
tiatives  in  the  region. 

Bishop  Talbert  pointed  out  that 
the  time  to  act  is  before  war  breaks 
out.  “Now  is  the  kairos  moment,” 
he  said — “kairos”  being  a  Greek 
word  for  a  time  that  is  filled  with 
hopeful  opportunities. 

That’s  a  "timely”  insight  in  both 
practical  and  theological  terms. 

Practical  considerations,  includ¬ 
ing  a  Jan.  15  U.N.  deadline  for  Iraq 
to  remove  its  troops  from  Kuwait, 
make  it  crucial  that  the  dispute  be 
resolved  before  the  potential  for 
widescale  violence  increases. 

Theologically,  the  overlap  of  a 


“kairos  moment”  for  preventing  war 
with  the  approach  of  Christmas  should 
be  viewed  as  more  than  coincidence. 

The  birthday  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace  provides  a  particularly  potent 
opportunity  for  Christians  to  wit¬ 
ness  to  God’s  will  for  shalom — that 
is,  for  peace  conceived  not  merely 
as  the  absence  of  war  but  as  the 
well-being  of  all  creation. 

Supporting  public  policies  that  de¬ 
crease  rather  than  increase  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  war  is  part  of  such  a  witness. 
President  Bush’s  efforts  to  coordinate 
international  economic  sanctions 
against  Iraq  are  a  good  example. 

By  contrast,  Mr.  Bush’s  decision 
greatly  to  increase  our  troops  in  the 
Persian  Gulf — presumably  to  permit 
an  offensive  attack  on  Iraq — smacks 
more  of  brinksmanship  than  peace¬ 
making.  Each  such  escalation  adds 
to  a  tinderbox  climate  in  which  a 
minor  incident  could  ignite  a  major 
war  that  will  benefit  no  one. 

An  even  more  basic  task  exists  for 
Christians,  however,  than  support¬ 
ing  one  particular  public  policy  or 
protesting  another  one. 

Just  as  in  the  days  of  King  Herod 
of  Judea,  humankind  urgently  needs 
a  compelling  vision  of  how  to  move 
from  a  world  wracked  with  conflict 
to  one  ruled  by  peace. 

Christmas  is  the  “kairos  mo¬ 
ment”  for  Christians  once  again  to 
proclaim  to  ourselves  and  others 
just  such  a  vision — life,  as  experi¬ 
enced  by  those  who  follow  Christ, 
of  hope-filled  joy  and  meaning. 

Through  loving  deeds  and  words, 
we  enable  the  world  once  again  to 
hear  our  song  of  shalom:  that  the 
“hopes  and  fears  of  all  the  years” 
are  met  in  the  Child  of  Bethlehem. 


Here  I  Stand 


The  birthday  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  provides  a  particularly  potent 
opportunity  for  Christians  to  witness  to  God's  will  for  “shalom" — 
that  is,  for  peace  conceived  not  merely  as  the  absence  of  war  but  as 
the  well-being  of  all  creation. 


What  if  Jesus  had  been  born  in 


By  CORDON  W.  KNAPP 

During  Christmas,  thousands  of 
preachers  publicly  relish  the  fact 
that  Jesus  was  bom  in  a  stable  rath¬ 
er  than  a  palace. 

The  question  comes  to  mind, 
“How  would  Jesus  have  acted  if  he 
had  been  bom  to  a  position  of  pow¬ 
er?” 

Not  only  was  his  birth  humble, 
but  he  also  lived  as  a  poor  itinerate 
preacher. 

The  fact  is  that  Jesus  never  had  to 
deal  with  the  ambiguities  of  power 
as  we  understand  power.  He  never 

Pontius'  Puddle 


"Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  | 
readers  may  express  I 
opinions  and  con -  I 
cerns  about  issues  I 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contrib- 
utor,  The  Rev.  Cor¬ 
don  W.  Knapp,  is 
pastor  of  Central  United  Methodist 
Church,  Utica,  New  York  (North  Central 
New  York  Annual  Conference). 


had  to  make  the  hard  decisions  that 
earthly  power  forces  upon  “those  in 
charge.”  Jesus  really  provides  us 


with  no  model  for  being  in  control. 

Maybe  this  is  why  the  church,  as 
the  Body  of  Christ,  has  almost  inev¬ 
itably  botched  things  so  badly  when 
it  happened  to  find  itself  in  the 
driver’s  seat  of  a  particular  society. 

The  bizarre  world  of  14th-century 
Europe  and  the  Protestant  hegemo¬ 
ny  in  the  19th-century  United 
States  are  cases  in  point. 

I  recently  raised  this  question  on 
a  local  T.V.  talk  show.  A  Presbyteri¬ 
an  colleague  on  the  program 
snapped,  “I’m  not  interested  in 
power!”  He  seemed  to  emit  a  cer¬ 
tain  ecclesiastical  satisfaction  in  the 


a  palace? 

“exile”  ...  a  safety  in  being  out  on 
the  periphery  of  things. 

“In  exile”  we  can  protest,  advise 
and  prophesy  about  how  things 
ought  to  be  in  society  without  ever 
having  to  deal  with  the  muddled  is¬ 
sues  involved  in  dealing  with  the 
change  that  we  espouse  . . .  mock¬ 
ingbirds  jabbering  at  those  who  oc¬ 
cupy  the  catbird’s  seat. 

Perhaps  this  accounts  for  that  ec¬ 
clesiastical  predilection  for  always 
knowing  what  is  best  on  the  next 
level  of  administration  beyond 
one’s  own  jurisdiction.  The  pastor 
who  can’t  handle  matters  in  East 
Podunk  Larger  Parish  knows  exact¬ 
ly  how  The  East  Elysian  Fields  An¬ 
nual  Conference  ought  to  be  ran. 

The  bishop  who  can’t  keep  things 
under  control  in  the  South  Paradise 
Area  can  expound  at  great  length 
concerning  solutions  to  problems  in 
South  Africa.  We  are  all  experts  in 
affairs  beyond  our  control. 

We  yearn  to  be  agents  of  change. 
Yet  if  the  desired  results  occur,  like 
Jonah,  we  are  stymied  by  our  suc¬ 
cess  as  prophets. 

Sometimes  I  wish  Jesus  had  been 
bom  to  privilege  so  that  His  follow¬ 
ers  might  have  had  a  bit  more  direc¬ 
tion  in  the  use  of  earthly  power. 

We  need  it! 


It's  really  a  scary  thing  to  baptize  a  child! 


”1  baptize  you  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

Amen.” 

My  five-month- 
old  daughter,  De¬ 
anna  Renee, 

recently  was  bap¬ 
tized. 

It  was  a  special 
moment  for  the  Denise  Stovall 
Stovall  family.  My  darling  second 
child,  Deanna,  looked  like  a  doll,  all 
dressed-up  in  her  little  white  lace 
dress  and  tiny  satin  shoes. 


My  father-in-law,  the  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  C.  Stovall — a  United  Methodist 
minister — came  all  the  way  from 
Atlanta  to  administer  the  sacrament 
for  his  eighth  grandbaby. 

It  was  a  joyous  event  for  the  en¬ 
tire  congregation.  But  when  the 
baptismal  rite  was  completed,  I  felt 
a  little  sad.  As  I  pondered  the  words 
on  the  hymnal  page,  I  suddenly  re¬ 
alized  what  those  vows  really 
meant. 

It’s  an  awesome  responsibility  to 
know  that  we  have  promised  to 
bring  up  our  child  in  Christian 


faith.  That  includes  nurturing  De¬ 
anna,  teaching  her  the  Scriptures, 
and  making  sure  she  attends  church 
until  she  can  be  confirmed  as  a  full 
church  member,  by  her  own  choice. 

What’s  equally  scary  is  wonder¬ 
ing  if  our  congregation — the  mem¬ 
bers  of  “the  household  of  God,” — 
will  really  keep  their  promise,  and 
try  to  be  good  examples  for  Dean¬ 
na,  so  that  she  may  become  a  true 
disciple  of  Christ? 

The  next  time  you  are  asked  to 
witness  the  baptism  of  a  baby,  take 
a  few  minutes  to  review  the  baptis¬ 


mal  covenant.  Are  you  living  so  as 
to  set  a  Christian  example  for  that 
child? 

Baptism  is  a  time  to  support  one 
another  as  part  of  the  community  of 
faith,  as  well  as  to  reaffirm  our 
commitment  to  Christ. 

— DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Ms.  Stovall  is  Associate  Editor  of  the 
Reporter. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 


The  United  Methodist 
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“The  people  who  walked  in  dark¬ 
ness  have  seen  a  great  light;  those 
who  dwelt  in  a  land  of  deep  dark¬ 
ness,  on  them  has  light  shined.” 
(RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Ephesians  4:32) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  24 

Monday:  Psalms  89: 1-4 
Tuesday:  Psalms  89: 1 9-24 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  7:8-16 
Thursday:  Luke  1:5-25 
Friday:  Luke  1:26-38 
Saturday:  Romans  1 6: 1 7-20 
Sunday:  Romans  16:25-27 


Letters  to  the  Editor=== 
Do  we  need  a  new  slogan 
for  the  Christmas  season? 


This  is  the  time  of  year  for  the  re¬ 
vival  of  that  old  slogan:  “Let’s  put 
Christ  back  into  Christmas.” 

Now  that  sounds  good,  but  what 
is  the  big  deal? 

Christmas  was  not  originally  nor 
essentially  a  Christian  holiday.  It  is 
the  winter  solstice  celebration,  ob¬ 
served  almost  everywhere  from 
time  immemorial  with  feasting, 
drinking  and  merrymaking. 

At  some  point  in  the  early  days  of 
Christianity  someone  came  up  with 
the  idea  that  if  it  could  be  called  the 
birthday  of  Christ,  then  Christians 
could  participate  in  the  merrymak¬ 
ing  with  a  dear  conscience. 

I  think  that  we  need  a  new  slogan. 
The  problem — and  it  is  not  a  new 
one — is  that  Christians  become 
concerned  with  many  human  affairs 
but  forget  to  proclaim  the  message 
of  Jesus  the  Christ  Himself. 

All  denominations  seem  to  be 
equally  guilty  of  this  neglect.  But 
let’s  just  take  a  look  at  ourselves. 
We  talk  about  social  issues,  as  do 
the  social  scientists.  We  talk  about 
ethics,  as  do  the  philosophers.  We 
talk  about  abundant  living,  as  do 
the  psychologists.  And  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  detect  any  difference 
between  our  thoughts  and  theirs. 

Leroy  Dickerson 
Jennings,  Louisiana 

Why  'no  comment'? 

Most  Christians  are  rejoicing  at  the 
peaceful  revolution  in  the  Soviet 


Union  and  other  Communist  states. 
By  comparison,  there  seems  to  be  a 
“no  comment”  silence  from  United 
Methodist  boards  and  agencies. 

Other  Christian  groups  are  mov¬ 
ing  rapidly  to  reach  out  to  the  mil¬ 
lions  who  have  been  newly  freed  to 
worship  God.  Is  it  possible  that  the 
bureaucracy  of  our  church  is  disap¬ 
pointed  with  the  collapse  of  social¬ 
ism  throughout  the  world? 

It  is  time  for  a  change!  Now  that 
socialism  and  political  action  are 
recognized  failures  as  solutions  of 
moral  and  economic  problems,  it 
would  seem  to  be  an  opportune 
time  for  our  church  officials  to  get 
in  tune  with  laypeople. 

We  in  the  pews  have  known  for  a 
long  time  that  good  Christian  peo¬ 
ple  can  disagree  on  political  issues 
and  that  there  are  more  important 
ways  to  advance  God’s  Kingdom 
than  supporting  a  grape  boycott  or 
opposing  the  U.S.  aid  to  the  Nicara¬ 
guan  contras. 

Charles  B.  Shuman 
Sullivan,  Illinois 

Thanks  for  column! 

Many  thanks  to  the  Reporter  and 
Roy  Delamotte  for  the  incisive 
“Here  1  Stand”  essay  on  the  effect 
of  the  U.S.  military  presence  in 
Saudi  Arabia  and  the  contrast  of  the 
Muslim  culture  with  our  own  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  30). 

Wallace  P.  Blackwood 
Ferriday,  Louisiana 


What  others  are  saying 


“Advent  faith  is  the  childlike  af¬ 
firmation  that  we  are  not  alone.  We 
need  each  other.  We  find  God  in 
community  as  we  see  Christ  in  our 
neighbor.” 

— United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden,  Louisiana  Area 
*  *  * 

"Examining  my  hastily  written 
check,  the  clerk  asks:  ‘Is  this  your 
correct  address?’  For  a  fleeting  mo¬ 
ment  I  want  to  say,  ‘No.  My  real  ad¬ 
dress  is  the  mind  of  God,  I  only 


winter  in  Phoenix.’  But  I’m  timid 
and  she’s  tired  and  in  the  rash  and 
crash  of  Christmas,  who  has  time 
for  theology,  let  alone  play?  . . .  But 
what  is  the  proper  response  to 
Christmas?  Before  whom  should  we 
bow:  naked  power  in  a  distant  de¬ 
sert  or  a  helpless  baby  nursing  at  a 
mother’s  breast?  Before  whom 
should  we  bow?” 

— The  Rev.  DeWane  Zimmerman, 
Desert-Southwest  district  superin¬ 
tendent 


Hurry!  There  Is  Still 
Time  for  YOU  to  Make 
a  Differences 


Offer  Ends  January  1,  1991! 


At  the  1988  General  Conference,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  accepted  the  proposal  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  to  raise  $20  million 
during  the  current  quadrennium  to 
begin  the  Africa  University. 
Responsibility  for  equipping  the  li¬ 
brary  of  the  College  of  Theology  was 


accepted  by  the  General  Board  of 
Publication  and  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House.  With  the  assistance 
and  recommendations  of  seminary  li¬ 
brarians,  a  basic  list  of  about  7,500 
titles  has  been  compiled.  Total  fun¬ 
draising  goal  in  support  of  the  library 's 
development  is  $1  million. 


If  you  act  NOW,  you  can  help  support 
the  Africa  University  Library  Fund! 


Special  Commemorative  Hymnal 

To  support  the  Libraiy  Fund,  Cokesbuiy 
has  prepared  a  special  Africa  University 
Edition  of  The  United  Met  bod  Lit  Hymnal.  This 
navy  blue  Pew  Edition  is  embossed  in  gold 
with  the  Africa  University  emblem  on  the 
cover.  You  pay  only  $1 1.95  — and  $1.50  ofit 
goes  to  the  Africa  University  Library  Fund 
in  your  name!  And  it  is  perfect  for  the 
church,  the  home,  and  to  use  for  personal 
inspiration  and  devotions. 

AU0-285395.  $11.95 

Cokesbury 

Book!  •  Blblan  •  Church  Suppll**  / 


P-216-UMR 


Commemorative  Christmas  Cards 

Also  available  for  purchase  in  support  of  the 
Library  Fund  are  5  sets  of  Christmas  Cards. 
Each  boxed  set  contains  12  cards  — 3  each  of 
A  similar  designs.  The  cards  are  attractive 
and  reasonably  priced.  For  each  boxed  set 
sold  at  $2.95.  50c  donated  per  box;  25c  per 
box  when  you  purchase  10  or  more. 

One  boxed  set  of  12  for  $2.95 
10  or  more  sets  of  12,  $2.00  per  box 
AU0-280586.  Stained  Glass 
AU0-280597.  Shepherds 
AU0-280600.  Embossed  Asst. 

AU0-280611.  Christmas  Cameos 
AU0-280564.  Bethlehem  Series 
Call  1-800-672-1 789  toll  free,  order  by 
mail  from  your  Cokesbury  Service  Cen¬ 
ter,  or  visit  your  Cokesbury  store. 
Satutfactwn  guaranteed!  Add  ,'ale.i  tax  where 
applicable.  For  order.t  up  to  $50,  add  S2  for 
transportation;  to  $40,  add  $2. 50. 


Faith  in  the  world 


DECEMBER  21,  1990 


Faith 


watch 


ENDOWED  CHAIR:  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  moral  theologian  and  ethicist  the  Rev. 
Charles  E.  Curran  has  been  named  to  an  en¬ 
dowed  chair  at  Southern  Methodist  University. 
A  scholar  who  has  achieved 
international  distinction  for 
his  research,  he  was  refused 
tenure  in  his  current  posi¬ 
tion  of  visiting  professor  of 
religion  at  Auburn  (Ala.) 

University.  In  1986,  Dr. 

Curran  was  barred  by  the 
Vatican  from  teaching  the¬ 
ology  at  Catholic  Universi-  Charles 
ty  in  Washington  and  was  stripped  of  his  tenure 
for  his  views  on  sexual  ethics. 

ASSISTING  LIBERIA:  An  internation¬ 
al  emergency  medical  team  sponsored  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’  Church  World 
Service  unit  left  Dec.  7  on  an  assignment  in 
war-ravaged  Liberia.  Dr.  Kim  David,  a  Danish 
United  Methodist;  Samuel  Pieh,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  from  Sierra  Leone  who  is  a  public  health 
specialist;  and  Ruth  Ann  Ehrhardt,  a  Lutheran 
nurse  from  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  will  spend  three 
months  in  the  country  where  a  year-old  civil  war 
has  left  a  reported  10,000  civilians  dead. 

ALTERNATIVE  PUBLISHER:  South- 

em  Baptists  concerned  about  the  conservative 
domination  of  their  church  have  set  up  an  alter¬ 
native  publishing  house  in  Greenville,  S.C.  The 
company’s  board  of  directors  announced  that 
its  purpose  “is  to  offer  supplemental  and  alter¬ 
native  materials  for  Baptists  who  have  become 
increasingly  concerned  about  the  future  direc¬ 
tion  of  Convention  Press  and  Broadman,”  im¬ 
prints  of  the  official  Southern  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board. 


HOLIDAY  DISPUTE:  Episcopal 

Church  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond  Browning 
has  called  a  special  Jan.  5  meeting  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Executive  Council  to  explore 
ways  to  go  forward  with  next  summer’s  General 
Convention  in  Phoenix.  Episcopalians  across 
the  country  have  broken  ranks  with  the  bishop 
over  the  location,  urging  that  the  convention 
not  be  held  in  Arizona  as  a  protest  of  the  state’s 
failure  to  establish  a  holiday  honoring  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr. 

CLERGY  WANT  PEACE:  1,821  cler- 

gy  in  the  United  Church  of  Christ  signed  a  full- 
page  advertisement  in  the  Dec.- 10  edition  of  the 
“Washington  Post,”  calling  for  a  peaceful  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  Gulf  crisis.  The  advertisement, 
also  slated  to  run  in  the  “New  York  Times,” 
calls  on  President  Bush  to  “work  through  the 
United  Nations  and  with  other  nations  for  a 
just  and  peaceful  resolution  of  this  crisis.” 

AGENTS  FETTERED:  Government 

agencies  do  not  have  “unfettered  discretion”  to 
infiltrate  religious  gatherings  as  part  of  criminal 
investigations,  a  federal  judge  ruled  Dec.  10  in 
Phoenix  in  a  case  involving  four  congregations 
and  two  Protestant  denominations.  At  the  same 
time,  Judge  Roger  D.  Strand  said  that  govern¬ 
ment  investigators  could  infiltrate  churches 
without  warrants  in  certain  circumstances,  such 
as  a  case  in  which  an  agent  is  invited  by  church 
members  to  participate  in  criminal  activities. 
The  ruling  was  the  latest  development  in  a  case 
that  dates  to  January  1986  and  involves  an  al¬ 
leged  “chilling  effect”  on  free  exercise  of  reli¬ 
gion  by  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  agents. 

ONE  FOR  TWO?  The  World  Council 
of  Churches  is  considering  scaling  back  opera¬ 
tions  at  its  two  offices  in  the  United  States  as 
the  Geneva-based  ecumenical  organization 
girds  for  an  anticipated  1991-92  budget  deficit. 
Both  offices  are  in  New  York  City— a  U.S.  of¬ 
fice  at  the  Interchurch  Center  and  an  interna¬ 
tional  affairs  office  at  the  United  Nations. 


Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 
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TV  worship  spans  Atlantic 

United  Methodist  Bishops  Woodie  W. 
White  (left)  of  Springfield,  III.,  and  Ruediger 
Minor  of  Dresden,  Germany,  consult  on  a 
Christmas  Eve  midnight  worship  to  be 
broadcast  nationally  on  ABC-TV.  The  wor¬ 
ship  will  feature  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  in  Decatur,  III.,  and  Berlin, 
Germany.  The  bishops  will  lead  the  services. 


<sf> 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


'Reader's  Digest'  blasts  mainline  churches 

United  Methodists  criticized  for  contributions  to  group  opposing  U.S.  military  actions 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  among 
mainline  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions  criticized  in  a  December 
"Reader's  Digest”  article. 

The  article  accused  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  of  ignoring  conser¬ 
vative  sentiments  of  people  in 
the  pews. 

Response  by  some  church  offi¬ 
cials  was  swift. 

The  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S. A.),  bracing  for  a  backlash 
at  the  local  level,  sent  letters  to 
each  of  its  11,505  congregations 
rebutting  the  article. 

The  article,  written  by  John  S. 
Tompkins,  a  member  of  Madi¬ 
son  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church 
in  New  York,  claims  major 
mainline  denominations  are 
filled  with  conservatives  who  are 
fed  up  and  “turning  by  the  mil¬ 
lions  to  more  faith-oriented,  non¬ 
political  churches — many  of  an 
evangelical  strain.” 

Citing  instances  of  what  he  calls 
"absurdities  swamping  the  tradi¬ 
tional  Protestant  churches,”  Mr. 


Tompkins  asserts,  “Congregations 
have  responded  to  the  endless  pol¬ 
iticking  in  dramatic  fashion — by 
voting  with  their  feet." 

Four  major  denominations — 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  Episcopal  Church — have 
been  “abandoned”  by  a  total  of 
4.7  million  worshipers,  according 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

HARARE,  Zimbabwe — 
Groundbreaking  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  United  Methodist-related 
Africa  University  has  been  set 
for  April  6,  1991. 

Setting  this  date  became  possi¬ 
ble  after  the  Zimbabwean  Parlia¬ 
ment  approved  a  long-awaited 
action  paving  the  way  for  the 
school. 

The  parliament  streamlined  its 
processes  Dec.  13  and  approved 
with  little  debate  a  National 
Council  on  Higher  Education  Act. 

The  new  council  will  be  re- 


to  Mr.  Tompkins. 

The  article  also  criticizes  the 
National  Council  of  Churches’ 
characterization  of  the  arrival  of 
Columbus  in  the  New  World  as 
an  "invasion,”  the  Episcopal 
Church’s  publication  of  a  contro¬ 
versial  manual  on  sexuality,  and 
United  Methodist  donations  to 
Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned,  a 
group  that  has  frequently  op- 


sponsible  for  approving  the  es¬ 
tablishment  in  Zimbabwe  of 
private  universities,  including 
the  one  United  Methodists  plan 
to  open  in  Old  Mutare  in  1992. 

The  approval  came  just  before 
the  parliament  adjourned  for  the 
Christmas  holidays. 

A  tree-planting  and  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremony  for  the  new 
school  is  planned  for  April  6,  in 
conjunction  with  a  meeting  of  an 
18-member  board  of  directors 
headed  by  Bishop  Emilio  J.M.  de 
Carvalho  (Western  Angola  Area). 

“I  am  delighted  with  this  ac¬ 
tion,”  said  the  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ire- 


posed  U.S.  military  policies. 

The  article  is  reminiscent  of  a 
similar  story  printed  by  the 
"Reader’s  Digest”  in  January 
1983  strongly  critical  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches.  It 
elicited  a  storm  of  protest  from 
mainline  church  leaders. 

Despite  his  dissatisfaction,  Mr. 
Tompkins  said  he  would  remain 
within  the  church  to  “push  for 


son.  chief  executive  for  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
headquartered  in  Nashville.  The 
education  agency  has  spearhead¬ 
ed  the  project. 

“Much  of  the  credit  for  this 
unusual  cooperation  goes  to  close 
and  continuing  dialogue  and  dis¬ 
cussions  between  Africa  Univer¬ 
sity  President-elect  John  Kurewa 
and  Zimbabwean  Minister  of 
Education  David  Karimanzira,” 
he  added. 

“The  next  step  will  be  the  new 
Zimbabwean  council's  approving 
the  charter  for  the  United  Meth- 


"Congregations  have 
responded  to  endless 
politicking  ...  by  vot¬ 
ing  with  their  feet." 

— John  Tompkins 

more  spirituality  from  the  pul¬ 
pit”  and  encouraged  others  to  do 
so  also. 


odist  University,  likely  in  early 
1991,”  Dr.  Ireson  said. 

Architectural  plans  are  being 
developed  and  colleges  of  theol¬ 
ogy  and  agriculture  are  scheduled 
to  open  in  1992.  Opening  later 
will  be  colleges  of  management 
and  education. 

To  launch  the  school,  the  1988 
General  Conference,  the  church’s 
top  legislative  body,  approved  ef¬ 
forts  to  raise  $20  million  over  a 
four-year  period.  Half  is  to  come 
from  local  church  "fair-share” 
assessments  and  half  through 
special  voluntary  giving. 


Africa  U.  groundbreaking  set  for  April  6 


Folk  group,  archbishop  team  to  aid  students 
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HELENA,  Mont. — Anglican  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  joins 
hands  in  celebration  with  United  Methodists  Rusty  Harper 
(left)  and  the  Rev.  Steve  Garnaas-Holmes.  Mr.  Harper  and 
Mr.  Garnaas-Holmes  are  members  of  the  Montana  Logging 
and  Ballet  Company,  a  four-person  folk  singing/political 
satire  group.  The  group  sponsored  a  Dec.  8  fund-raiser  for 
the  Southern  African  Refugee  Scholarship  Fund,  which  Arch¬ 


bishop  Tutu  created  to  help  young  South  African  victims  of 
apartheid  attend  college  in  the  United  States.  The  event 
raised  some  $70,000  for  the  scholarship  fund  and  an  addi¬ 
tional  $14,000  in  scholarship  aid  for  U.S.  Native  Americans 
in  Montana.  The  folk  group  and  Archbishop  Tutu  became 
acquainted  when  both  appeared  in  1987  at  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Global  Gathering  in  Louisville,  Ky. 


urges  U.S.  churches  to  oppose  war 
WCC,  Vatican  in  no  'beauty  contest ' 


WCC  head 

By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

NEW  YORK— The  World 
Council  of  Churches’  top  execu¬ 
tive  has  urged  U.S.  churches  to 
oppose  both  the  Iraqi  invasion  of 
Kuwait  and  the  urge  to  go  to  war. 

Instead  of  supporting  military 
response,  the  Rev.  Emilio  Castro 
cautioned  patience  to  allow  time 
for  economic  sanctions  against 
Iraq  to  work. 

War  could  only  destroy  Kuwait, 
kill  untold  numbers  of  Kuwaitis 
and  other  people  and  produce  “an 
ecological  calamity  for  the  whole  of 
humankind,"  he  said. 

Dr.  Castro,  a  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  from  Uruguay  who  serves  as 
the  WCC’s  general  secretary, 
spoke  to  reporters  Dec.  4  at  the 
Interchurch  Center  in  New  York. 

Don't  criticize  proposals 

The  WCC  executive  asked 
U.S.  church  leaders  not  to  criti¬ 
cize  every  Persian  Gulf  initiative 
proposed  by  politicians  and  the 
United  Nations. 

To  do  so,  he  said,  could  cast  the 
churches  in  an  unfavorable  posi¬ 
tion  should  one  or  more  strategies 


NEW  YORK— The  World 
Council  of  Churches  “is  not  in  a 
beauty  contest  with  the  Vatican" 
in  Eastern  Europe,  its  top  execu¬ 
tive  recently  told  U.S.  journalists. 

The  remarks  of  the  Rev.  Emi¬ 
lio  Castro  came  in  response  to  a 
journalist's  assertion  that  the 
WCC  had  lost  ground  to  the  Vat¬ 
ican  since  the  fall  of  the  Berlin 
Wall  because  some  leaders  of 
some  WCC-member  churches  re¬ 
portedly  were  agents  of  the  KGB, 


become  key  to  peaceful  resolution 
of  the  Persian  Gulf  situation. 

He  was  referring  to  criticism  of 
the  recent  U.N.  resolution  sanc¬ 
tioning  the  use  of  force  against 
Iraq  if  it  does  not  withdraw  from 
Kuwait  by  Jan.  15,  as  well  as  oth¬ 
er  U.S.  and  international  peace 
proposals. 

In  September,  one  month  after 
the  Iraqi  invasion,  the  WCC 
spelled  out  its  position  in  a  resolu¬ 
tion  adopted  by  its  Executive 


the  Soviet  secret  police. 

“Let  the  past  be  judged  by  God 
in  His  mercy,"  Dr.  Castro  said. 

He  added  that  the  WCC  had 
worked  only  with  churches,  nev¬ 
er  with  regimes. 

Dr.  Castro  pointed  out  the 
WCC’s  positive  influence 
through  mission  efforts  in  East¬ 
ern  Europe:  1  million  Bibles  do¬ 
nated  by  WCC-member  churches 
in  Korea;  the  funding  of  librar¬ 
ies,  scholarships  and  religious 


Committee.  The  Council  support¬ 
ed  the  U.N.  sanctions  against 
Baghdad,  called  for  the  release  of 
hostages  and  for  Iraq’s  withdraw¬ 
al.  and  opposed  the  use  of  military 
force  by  the  U.S.-led  coalition. 

Solutions  not  linked 

While  the  WCC  is  on  record 
favoring  the  call  for  a  U.N. -spon¬ 
sored  international  peace  confer¬ 
ence  on  the  Middle  East,  Dr. 
Castro  was  careful  to  point  out 


books;  and  the  placement  of  a 
typewriter  in  every  Romanian 
parish. 

He  cited  the  current  strife  be¬ 
tween  Catholics  and  Orthodox 
Christians  in  the  Ukraine  as  “a 
painful  reminder  of  our  disuni¬ 
ty.”  He  noted  that  how  the  two 
churches  resolve  their  conflict 
will  “be  a  major  test”  of  ecu¬ 
menical  spirit. 


that  the  Council  does  not  want  to 
link  a  solution  of  the  Kuwaiti  cri¬ 
sis  with  that  of  other  conflicts  in 
the  region. 

Pointing  to  “other  unjust  occu¬ 
pations”  of  Lebanon,  Cyprus  and 
Palestine,  the  general  secretary 
said,  “We  cannot  accept  the  link¬ 
ing  of  solutions  to  one  problem 
to  a  solution  to  all  problems." 

Patricia  Lefevere  is  a  free-lance 
writer  based  in  Tenafly,  NJ. 


Professor: 
Troops  face 
grim  holiday 

By  DIANE  HUIE  feALAY 

Associate  Editor 

The  fact  that  U.S.  service  per¬ 
sonnel  cannot  publicly  celebrate 
Christmas,  or  any  Christian  holi¬ 
day,  in  predominantly  Muslim 
Saudi  Arabia  may  change  the  en¬ 
tire  meaning  of  Christmas  for 
them. 

So  says  sociology  professor 
Gwen  Kennedy  Neville  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist- 
related  South¬ 
western  Univer¬ 
sity  in  George¬ 
town,  Texas. 

The  restric¬ 
tion  won’t  di¬ 
minish  the 
troops’  Christ¬ 
mas  spirit  but 
will  heighten  it,  said  Dr.  Neville,  a 
specialist  on  religion  and  culture. 

The  effect  will  be  to  drive  it 
underground,  making  the  Christ¬ 
mas  celebration  even  more  pow¬ 
erful,  she  said. 

“It  reminds  me  of  the  cata¬ 
combs,”  she  told  the  Reporter, 
where  the  early  Christians  had  to 
hide  to  practice  their  faith. 

“When  people  are  far  away 
from  home,  they  cling  more 
tightly  to  their  cultural  tradi¬ 
tions,”  she  said. 

“The  harder  people  have  to 
work  to  celebrate  their  religious 
faith,  the  more  strongly  it  is  ex¬ 
pressed.” 

Dr.  Neville  makes  these  obser¬ 
vations  based  on  years  of  study¬ 
ing  religion  and  culture.  She  is 
the  author  of  the  book  “Kinship 
and  Pilgrimage:  Rituals  of  Re¬ 
union  in  the  American  Protes¬ 
tant  Culture.” 

Family  reunion,  in  addition  to 
religious  services,  is  a  very  pow¬ 
erful  part  of  the  Christmas  tradi- 
tion,  she  told  the  Reporter. 
Sharing  food  and  kinship  can 
take  on  a  religious  significance, 
she  added. 

“The  airlines  tell  us  the  heaviest 
travel  days  in  the  year  are  at 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas,"  she 
said.  “Everyone  is  going  home. 

“In  the  Methodist  tradition,  it 
is  a  very  important  theme:  to  go 
out  from  home,  then  to  return.” 

U.S.  troops  in  Saudi  Arabia 
will  be  denied  both  the  freedom 
of  public  religious  celebration 
and  the  return  to  the  family  asso¬ 
ciated  with  it,  she  said. 

However,  the  deprivation  is 
likely  to  make  American  soldiers 
more  patriotic  and  more  ortho¬ 
dox  about  their  religion  than 
they  would  be  at  home,  she  adds. 

Dr.  Neville  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Georgetown.  She  formerly  taught 
at  United  Methodist-related 
Candler  School  of  Theology  in 
Atlanta,  Ga. 


—PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 
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Faith  - 
= connections 

FOSTER  FAMILY  HONOR:  Carlton 

and  Emma  Wilson  of  Chester,  Pa.,  have  been 
named  the  1990  Foster  Family  of  the  Year  for 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  St.  Daniel's  UMC  in  Chester.  This  year 
they  marked  both  30  years  of  continuous  ser¬ 
vice  as  foster  parents  and  their  50th  wedding 
anniversary.  “1  don’t  feel  burned  out  because 
these  children  are  our  life  . . .  they  keep  us 
alive!”  said  Mrs.  Wilson. 

WITCHCRAFT'  INQUIRY:  a  unit 

of  the  United  Methodist  higher  education  affili¬ 
ation  agency  met  in  closed  session  recently  with 
representatives  of  an  Oklahoma  congregation 
upset  about  an  educational  forum  on  witchcraft 
sponsored  last  spring  by  Perkins  School  of  The¬ 
ology  at  Southern  Methodist  University.  The 
Rev.  Julius  S.  Scott  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  panel  on  theological  education,  said 
a  recommendation  will  be  made  to  the  full  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  when  it  meets  in  San  Francisco 
Jan.  16-17.  Leaders  of  the  Ketchum,  Okla.,  con¬ 
gregation  charge  that  the  session  on  witchcraft  vi¬ 
olated  both  Scripture  and  United  Methodist  law. 


EDITOR  LEAVING:  Bette  Prestwood 
editor  since  1986  of  “Newscope,”  a  weekly 
news  publication  of  The 
United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House,  is  heading  for  a 
missionary  assignment  with 
the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  in  1991.  She 
will  take  a  leave  of  absence 
and  report  to  the  United 
Methodist  Mission  Re¬ 
source  Center  in  Atlanta  on 


jfc  « 


Bette  Prestwood 
Jan.  7  for  a  14-week  training  program.  If  ap¬ 
proved,  she  is  is  expected  to  teach  English  at  a 
church-related  girls’  school  in  Taiwan. 


HALL  OF  FAMERS:  Three  prominent 
United  Methodists  were  named  recently  to  the 
Western  Oklahoma  Hall  of  Fame  for  their  con¬ 
tributions  to  their  communities.  Inducted  were 
the  Rev.  Roy  Rowlan,  associate  pastor  of  First 
UMC  in  Elk  City  and  an  active  supporter  of  lo¬ 
cal  charities;  Joe  Anna  Hibler,  the  first  woman 
president  of  Southwestern  State  University  and 
a  member  of  First  UMC  in  Weatherford;  and 
Blaine  Puckett,  a  civic  and  business  leader  and 
member  of  First  UMC  in  Sayre. 

Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Nun-turned-minister  has  best  of  both  churches 


'Blessed  United  Methodist  seminarians'  remembered 


By  KATHLEEN  SCHWAR 
Religious  News  Service 

ROCHESTER,  N.Y. — A  nun 
for  13  years  and  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister  for  the  past  six 
years,  the  Rev.  Ida  M.  Miller 
says  she  has  had  the  best  of  litur¬ 
gical  renewal  in  both  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant 
churches. 

“The  churches  moved  toward 
each  other  and  I  am  one  of  the 
marvelous  recipients,”  she  said. 

If  she  can  speak  now  of  spiritu¬ 
al  contentment,  it  is  only  because 
of  a  journey  that  passed  through 
the  turbulence  of  the  post-Vati¬ 
can  II  Catholic  Church  and  the 
growing  conviction  among  wom¬ 
en  that  they,  too,  belong  in  the 
pulpit  as  ordained  ministers. 

Playing  at  ministry 

Like  many  Catholic  children, 
Ida  Marie,  as  she  was  called, 
loved  to  “play  Mass”  at  her 
home  near  Boston  (until  she  was 
caught  at  it). 

She  would  wrap  herself  in  her 
“alb”  (actually  a  lace  tablecloth), 
line  up  her  dolls  and  stuffed  ani¬ 
mals  and  solemnly  serve  them 
white  candy  wafers  for  Commu¬ 
nion. 

Today,  wearing  a  real  stole,  it 

Mozambicans 
mark  centennial 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mozam¬ 
bique  is  celebrating  its  100th  an¬ 
niversary  and  its  successful 
growth  despite  problems  with  the 
original  colonial  government  and 
later  terrorist  attacks. 

A  national  centennial  celebra¬ 
tion  was  held  Dec.  17-20  in  Chi- 
cuque,  about  300  miles  north  of 
the  capital  of  Maputo,  where  the 
missionaries  first  arrived. 
Among  participants  were  former 
missionaries  and  10  African 
bishops. 


is  the  52-year-old  minister’s 
greatest  joy  to  serve  a  real  live 
congregation,  Grace  United 
Methodist  of  Rochester,  to  serve 
real  Communion  bread — and  to 
be  co-pastor  with  her  husband, 
the  Rev.  Duane  R.  Miller,  55. 

"She’s  extraordinarily  effec¬ 
tive,"  the  Rev.  William  J.  Pegg, 
superintendent  of  the  Rochester 
District,  told  the  Reporter. 

“She  brings  great  depth  of  spir¬ 
ituality  to  her  work  with  people. 
Her  Roman  Catholic  background 
is  no  impediment  to  her  minis¬ 
try.  She  has  made  the  transition 
with  remarkable  integrity.” 

'God  keeps  after  you' 

Of  her  conversion  and  decision 
to  become  ordained,  Ms.  Miller 
said:  “God  keeps  going  after  you. 
Every  change  in  my  life  seemed 
radical,  and  some  were  very 
painful,  but  God  always  pre¬ 
pared  me  for  the  next  step.” 

Ms.  Miller  grew  up  in  Dorches¬ 
ter,  south  of  Boston,  in  an  area 
filled  with  Roman  Catholic 
churches. 

She  attended  a  privafe  board¬ 
ing  school  and  entered  a  convent 
in  1955. 

The  nuns,  she  said,  showed 
great  peace  and  joy  and  “were 
the  most  self-developed  women” 
she’s  known. 

She  received  a  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  in  mathematics  from  New¬ 
ton  (Mass.)  College  of  the  Sacred 
Heart  in  1960;  professed  final 
vows  in  1962  and  received  her 
master’s  degree  in  theology  from 
the  University  of  Notre  Dame  in 
1968.  From  1960  to  1968  she 
taught  math  and  religion  at  the 
boarding  school. 

The  Second  Vatican  Council 
of  1962-65  had  a  dramatic  effect 
on  the  religious  order  of  which 
she  was  a  part.  The  sisters  were 
allowed  to  find  their  own  work, 
and  Ida  became  a  housemother 
at  Wheelock  College  in  Boston, 
where  she  taught  math  and  phi¬ 
losophy.  . 

Feeling  “neither  fish  nor  fowl, 
neither  in  nor  out,”  she  left  the 


order  in  the  fall  of  1968.  After 
leaving,  she  said,  she  blamed 
God  for  ruining  what  had  been 
her  dream. 

Then,  to  pursue  a  Ph.D.  in  the¬ 
ology,  she  entered  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Boston  University. 
She  discovered  that  the  graduate 
school  had  its  theology  classes 
with  the  School  of  Theology  stu¬ 
dents. 

“And  those  blessed  United 
Methodist  seminarians  were 
warm,  loving  and  enthusiastic, 
and  all  the  walls  I’d  built  up 
against  God  came  tumbling 
down,”  Ms.  Miller  recalled. 

“I  decided  I  really  did  need  to 
be  in  this  religion  business.” 

She  laughs  about  meeting 
Duane  in  the  seminary  admis¬ 
sions  office  in  November  1970. 

Granted  permission  to  ask  a 
personal  question,  he  asked, 
“Have  you  been  a  nun?” 

“Does  it  show?”  Ms.  Miller  re¬ 
plied.  They  hit  it  off. 

They  were  married  April  23, 
1971.  Ms.  Miller  became  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  in  1973. 

Feeling  that  two  ordained  min¬ 
isters  in  the  same  family  would  be 
uncomfortable,  she  transferred 
back  to  the  Ph.D.  program. 

Questioning  by  her  husband 
helped  keep  the  ordination  ques¬ 
tion  alive,  though,  and  on  Pente¬ 
cost  Sunday,  1980,  she  called  the 
United  Methodist  district  office 
and  started  the  ordination  pro¬ 
cess. 

She  had  chosen  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  she  said,  be¬ 
cause  it  didn’t  demand  a  “turn¬ 
ing  inside  out  of  your  theological 
positions  or  make  you  feel  that 
you’re  abandoning  your  roots. 

“There  is  such  a  strong  empha¬ 
sis  on  personal  responsibility. 
The  church  doesn’t  give  you 
easy,  pat  answers  to  anything.  It 
constantly  says  to  you,  ‘What 
does  your  conscience  say?  How 
do  you  understand  Scripture,  tra¬ 
dition,  and  God  working  in  your 
life?  . . .  This  is  where  I  found 
out  where  I  was  supposed  to  be 
when  I  grew  up.” 


PHOTO  BY  IIM  IARAGY 


The  Rev.  Ida  M.  Miller  and  her  co-pastor  husband,  the  Rev. 
Duane  R.  Miller,  serve  a  ''real-live  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion"  in  Rochester,  N.Y.  The  former  Roman  Catholic  nun  says 
that's  far  removed  from  her  "playing  Mass"  as  a  child  growing 
up  near  Boston. 


Women's  unit  vacancies 
attributed  to  retirements 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  impending  retirement  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  top  women's  execu¬ 
tive  and  her  replacement  from 
within  staff  ranks  are  not  the 
only  personnel  changes  in  the 
Women’s  Division. 

The  division  has  six  positions 
open,  including  division  treasur¬ 
er,  assistant  general  secretary, 
three  executive  secretaries,  and  a 


regional  staff  person. 

Theressa  Hoover,  retiring  dep¬ 
uty  general  secretary,  told  the 
Reporter  that  “most  of  our  va¬ 
cancies  are  due  to  retirement, 
since  most  of  our  people  came 
here  in  their  early  40s.” 

Her  retirement  is  effective 
Dec.  31.  Succeeding  her  is  Joyce 
Sohl,  moving  up  from  division 
treasurer. 

— DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Ihols  may  be  different  today,  but  the  need  to 
harvest  remains  the  same. 

lb  gather  for  the  kingdom  takes  a  clear, 
understandable  word.  That's  why  today's  Bible 
readers  prize  the  accurate,  understandable 
words  of  the  New  International  Vfcrsion. 

Open  an  NIV  Bible  and  you’ll  see  how  it 
separates  the  wheat  from  the  chaff,  cutting 
through  outdated  words  and  obscure  mean¬ 
ings  of  older  versions. 

The  NIV  translation  team  began  with  a 
fresh  look  at  the  oldest,  most  accurate  texts 
available.  Their  10  years  of  work  allow  you  to 
harvest  the  Bible's  truth  more  easily. 

And  that  has  made  the  NIV  the  ideal  Bible  for 
anyone  new  to  God's  Word,  young  or  old.  Small 
wonder  that  more  than  60  million  copies  have 
been  distributed  the  world  over.  Or  that  more 
than  20  denominations  recommend  the  NIV 
Whether  you  want  a  Bible  for  yourself  or 
someone  you  know,  you'll  reap  more  abun¬ 
dantly  with  a  New  International  Version  edition. 

The  New  International  Version  is  published 
by  Zondervan  and  sponsored  by  the  Inter¬ 
national  Bible  Society.  The  International  Bible 
Society  is  a  181 -year  old  evangelical  mission 
that  distributes  scriptures  for  evangelism, 
reaping  a  worldw  ide  harvest. 

For  the  Consumer's  Guide  to  Bible 
Translations,  write  International  Bible  Society, 
Dept.  UM.  P.0.  Box  62970.  Colorado  Springs, 
524-1588. 


Gift  from  UMC  men's  unit 
puts  Zaire  missions  aloft 


By  WALLACE ).  BENNETT 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— What’s 
in  a  plane? 

In  Zaire,  it  might  be  a  patient  en 
route  from  a  remote  area  to  a  hospi¬ 
tal.  It  might  be  a  doctor  flying  out 
to  an  isolated  area  to  provide  medi¬ 
cal  services.  Or  it  might  be  a  teach¬ 
er,  pastor  or  bishop  on  an 
important  mission. 

United  Methodists  in  Zaire  will 
soon  have  a  rebuilt  plane  to  bolster 
air  service  in  a  land  where  transpor¬ 
tation  is  a  desperate  need.  The  plane, 
a  gift  of  United  Methodist  Men,  will 
be  used  to  train  pilots  and  mechanics 
in  the  Central  African  country. 

Heretofore,  pilots  have  been  mis¬ 
sionaries  sent  to  Zaire.  Now  native 
pilots  will  be  trained  inside  the 
country  to  provide  a  much-needed 
ecumenical  service  for  all  Christian 
mission  work  in  the  country. 

The  men’s  project  began  in  1985 
at  the  United  Methodist  Men’s 
Congress  at  Purdue  University  in 
West  Lafayette,  Ind.  It  was  there 
that  Mike  Pinson  of  Harker 
Heights,  Texas,  met  the  Rev.  Fay 
Smith  of  Springfield,  Tenn.  Both 
are  pilots — Mr.  Pinson,  a  former 
military  pilot  now  in  aircraft  sales, 
and  Mr.  Smith,  for  12  years  a  mis¬ 
sionary  pilot  in  Zaire. 

During  a  seminar  at  the  Purdue 
convocation,  Mr.  Smith  explained 
the  many  problems  inherent  in  pro¬ 
viding  air  transportation  for  mission 
work  in  Zaire,  including  the  lack  of 
pilots  and  aircraft  mechanics. 

The  two  men  became  fast  friends 
and  soon  devised  a  plan  to  help  al¬ 
leviate  some  problems  by  bringing 
Zaire  citizens  to  the  United  States 
for  training  as  instructor  pilots  and 
mechanics,  then  sending  them  back 
to  Zaire  to  train  others. 

One  person,  Jack  Umembudi  of 
Zaire,  has  finished  a  three-year 
training  program  for  certification  as 
a  flight  instructor  and  aircraft  me¬ 
chanic.  Now  he  is  back  in  Zaire  set¬ 
ting  up  a  training  program. 

Meanwhile,  James  H.  Snead  Jr. 
of  Nashville,  executive  for  United 
Methodist  Men,  began  seeking  do¬ 
nations  toward  a  suitable  plane. 

The  dream  became  a  reality  when 


Mr.  Smith  explained  the 
many  problems  inherent 
in  providing  air 
transportation  for 
mission  work  in  Zaire, 
including  the  lack  of 
pilots  and  aircraft 
mechanics. 


Dick  Cleveland  of  Sweetwater, 
Tenn.,  donated  $20,000  for  the 
project. 

Subsequently  a  plane  was  located 
and  purchased  by  the  men’s  organi¬ 
zation.  It  is  being  completely  rebuilt 
in  Texas  under  supervision  of  Mr. 
Pinson.  Much  of  the  work  has  al¬ 
ready  been  done  and  the  plane  will 
be  crated,  loaded  with  spare  parts 
and  shipped  to  Zaire  in  early  1991. 

The  denomination’s  “Gather¬ 
ing,”  held  in  Fort  Worth  recently, 
became  an  opportunity  to  show  the 
plane  to  several  international 
church  leaders.  Mr.  Pinson  flew  it 
to  Fort  Worth,  where  a  delegation 
from  Zaire,  United  Methodist  Men, 
and  Central  Texas  Conference  sup¬ 
porters  participated  in  its  consecra¬ 
tion.  The  service  was  led  by  Bishop 
Fama  Onema  of  Kantanga,  Zaire. 

Air  transportation  is  vital  in 
Zaire,  a  land  of  few  roads,  no  tele¬ 
phones,  mountains,  jungles  and  far 
horizons.  If  it  were  not  for  air¬ 
planes,  and  those  who  fly  and  repair 
them,  250,000  United  Methodists 
in  that  country  would  find  it  hard  to 
be  part  of  the  United  Methodist 
worldwide  connection. 

Mr.  Bennett  is  editor  of  the  Central 
Texas  Annual  Conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 

Correction 

Ava  Swofford  of  Columbia,  Mo., 
and  not  Jean  Henderson  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  Tenn.,  as  stated  in  the  Dec.  14 
Reporter,  was  the  first  woman  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  National  Association  of 
Conference  Lay  Leaders. 

Mrs.  Henderson  is  the  group’s 
second  woman  president. 

Mrs.  Swofford  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  in  1 984  and  served  two  years. 

The  Reporter  regrets  the  error. 


Book  shows 
black  church, 
Sunday  link 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— “Sunday  is  the 
central  day  in  the  black  church 
and  the  black  community,”  says 
the  Rev.  William  B.  McClain. 

That’s  part  of  his  introductory 
section  to  the  companion  to  the 
United  Methodist  songbook  relat¬ 
ed  directly  to  the  black  tradition. 

“Come  Sunday:  the  Liturgy  of 
Zion”  is,  therefore,  the  title  cho¬ 
sen  for  Abingdon’s  new  title-by¬ 
title  commentary  for  “Songs  of 
Zion,”  released  by  Abingdon  in 
1981.  Abingdon  is  the  book-pub¬ 
lishing  arm  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House. 

Dr.  McClain,  a  professor  at 
United  Methodist-related  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  not  only  compiled 
“Come  Sunday.”  He  was  also  in¬ 
strumental  in  developing  “Songs 
of  Zion,”  which  includes  about 
300  hymns,  gospel  songs,  chorus¬ 
es  and  spirituals. 

The  new  160-page  volume  is 
divided  into  two  sections. 

The  first  deals  with  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  Sunday  in  the  black  tra¬ 
dition,  from  the  days  of  slavery 
to  the  present. 

“Sunday  remains  the  premier 
day  in  black  North  America,”  for 
historical,  social,  theological  and 
biblical  reasons,  Dr.  McClain 
writes. 

The  author  further  contends 
that  “when  the  Christian  faith 
flowed  through  the  ...  souls  of 
black  folk,  a  new  style  of  worship 
developed,  the  liturgy  of  Zion — 
which  is  neither  African  nor  Eu¬ 
ropean.” 

It  is  that  style,  he  writes,  that 
gave  rise  to  the  songs  included  in 
“Songs  of  Zion.” 

The  second  part  of  the  book  re¬ 
lates  specifically  to  the  hymn- 
book.  It  includes  a  survey  of  the 
various  types  of  songs  represent¬ 
ed,  as  well  as  a  chapter  devoted 
to  spirituals,  gospel  songs  and 
hymns. 
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Business  leaders  worry  over  erosion 
of  moral,  ethical  values  in  their  firms 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 

Rplloinur  Mo. 4/*  C oryir-o 

WASHINGTON— Corporate 
leaders  have  become  increasingly 
Worried  about  what  they  see  as  an 
erosion  of  moral  and  ethical  values 
in  their  companies,  according  to  a 
study  group  of  business,  govern¬ 
ment  and  academic  leaders. 

The  group  issued  a  report  saying 
the  breakdown  of  ethical  discipline 
in  business  is  harming  the  internal 
operations  of  companies  as  well  as 
the  wider  society. 

Ethical  values,  says  the  19-page 
report,  “are  the  foundation  upon 
which  such  business  goals  as  profit¬ 
ability,  market  leadership  or  inno¬ 
vation  rest.  ...  In  the  long  run,  the 
failure  to  adhere  to  such  values  as 
integrity  and  reliability  hurts 
profitability." 

The  33-member  study  group — in¬ 
cluding  top  officers  of  four  major 
banks — was  formed  by  the  Wood- 
stock  Theological  Center,  a  research 
organization  affiliated  with 
Georgetown  University. 

Participants  came  together  for 
two  day-long  discussions  that 
served  as  the  basis  of  the  report  re¬ 
leased  in  mid-December. 

Much  of  the  recent  attention  to 


ethical  miscopduct  in  business  has 
centered  on  individuals  such  as  Mi¬ 
chael  Milken,  the  former  junk  bond 
king  who  recently  received  a  10- 
year  prison  sentence  for  securities 
fraud. 

Ethical  climate  set  by  firm 

But  the  report,  titled  “Creating 
and  Maintaining  an  Ethical  Corpo¬ 
rate  Climate,”  suggests  that  the  mis¬ 
deeds  of  individuals  may  be  of  less¬ 
er  consequence  than  the  general 
ethical  tone  set  by  corporations. 

“Ethical  behavior  in  business  is 
not  simply  a  matter  of  the  character 
and  virtue  of  each  individual  in¬ 
volved  in  a  business  enterprise.  It  is 
also  a  product  of,  and  a  contributor 
to,  the  ethical  climate  in  which  that 
firm  operates,”  the  report  says. 

"In  fact,  many  benefits  of  indi¬ 
vidual  good  deeds  may  be  lost  if 
they  are  not  supported  by  a  strong 
ethical  climate.” 

In  the  view  of  some  corporate 
leaders,  indifference  to  ethical 
standards  has  reached  intolerable 
levels,  according  to  the  report. 

“Self-indulgent  permissiveness, 
they  fear,  has  become  so  pervasive 
and  corrosive  that  these  executives 
have  lost  confidence  that  their  em¬ 


ployees  and  colleagues  will  act  in 
ethically  responsible  ways,”  the  re¬ 
port  says. 

“As  a  result,  they  are  worried 
more  than  ever  about  law  suits,  in¬ 
stitutional  stability  and  the  erosion 
of  respect  for  business  as  a  profes¬ 
sion,  as  well  as  about  the  substance 
of  ethical  dilemmas  they  confront 
in  conducting  their  business.” 

The  report  delineates  eight  basic 
ethical  values — such  as  fairness, 
honesty,  reliability  and  responsibil¬ 
ity — regarded  as  crucial  to  nurtur¬ 
ing  a  climate  of  ethical  awareness  in 
business. 

Assess  their  conduct 

In  terms  of  responsibility,  corpo¬ 
rations  are  urged  to  assess  the  im¬ 
pact  of  their  conduct  on  various 
“constituencies,”  including  employ¬ 
ees,  stockholders,  customers  or  cli¬ 
ents,  local  communities  in  which  a 
firm  operates  and  the  general  pub¬ 
lic.  In  fulfilling  this  responsibility, 
firms  may  sometimes  need  to  in¬ 
volve  their  constituencies  in  the 
making  of  important  business  deci¬ 
sions,  says  the  report. 

In  terms  of  fairness,  the  report 
says  executive  compensation  pack¬ 
ages  that  are  “not  reasonably  relat¬ 


ed  to  performance  are  inherently 
unfair  to  the  rest  of  the  firm.  They 
undermine  fair  dealings  throughout 
the  organization  and  contribute  to  a 
climate  of  cynicism.” 

As  suggestions  for  building  an 
ethical  climate  in  business,  the  re¬ 
port — which  will  be  disseminated 
among  corporations,  business 
schools  and  other  institutions — of¬ 
fers  a  set  of  questions  including: 

■  “Does  top  management  have  a 
common  understanding  of  and 
strong  commitment  to  ethical 
values? 

■  "Do  employees  throughout  the 
firm  share  management’s  ethical 
values  and  commitment? 

■  “Does  the  firm’s  system  of  re¬ 
wards  include  ethical  accountability? 
accountability? 

■  “Does  the  organization  have  a 
procedure  for  identifying  and  deal¬ 
ing  with  ethical  violations? 

■  “Does  the  organization  have 
designated  personnel  whose  job  it  is 
to  monitor  and  promote  an  ethical 
climate?” 

The  report  was  the  second  on 
business  ethics  produced  by  corpo¬ 
rate,  government  and  academic 
leaders  brought  together  by  the 
Woodstock  Center. 


Review: 


New  book  is  a  tribute  to  the  nation's  teachers 


ROBIN  SACHS  PHOTO 


Marjory  Moe,  librarian  and  media  specialist  at  Alpine  High  School 
in  Sparta,  N.).,  is  featured  on  the  dust  jacket  of  "I  Am  a  Teacher." 


"/  Am  a  Teacher,"  by  David  Mar¬ 
shall  Marquis  and  Robin  Sachs,  Si¬ 
mon  4  Schuster  1990,  $29.95. 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

If  you  are  a  teacher,  or  you  know 
a  teacher,  or  you  were  taught  by  a 
teacher,  this  book  is  an  inspiring 
Christmas  gift. 

The  book  grew  from  the  past  de¬ 
cade’s  work  of  active  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  David  Marquis.  Mr. 
Marquis  is  a  teacher  of  theater  arts 
who  wrote  and  performs  nationally 
a  one-man  play  of  the  same  name  as 
the  book. 

Illustrated  by  Robin  Sachs’  skill¬ 
ful  portraits,  this  book  gives  voice 
to  America’s  teachers — their  joys 
and  concerns,  their  successes  and 
failures,  their  hopes  and  fears  for 
the  education  of  our  youth. 

The  subjects  of  this  tribute  are 
teachers  who  work  literally  from  sea 
to  shining  sea — in  crowded  urban 
and  suburban  classrooms,  in  re¬ 
mote,  one-room  schoolhouses,  on 
isolated  offshore  islands  and  land¬ 
locked  reservations.  These  teachers 
convey  a  world  of  education  in  their 
concise  comments. 

More  than  anything  the  book  is 
imbued  with  a  strong  sense  of 
teaching  as  a  calling — and  of  regret 
for  the  minimal  value  society  places 
on  a  calling  that  literally  holds 
America’s  future  in  its  hands. 

Every  one  of  the  outstanding 
teachers  represented  in  the  book 


makes  that  clear  explicitly  or  im¬ 
plicitly.  Consider  this  insight  from 
teacher  Yvonne  Rhem-Tuttle  of 
New  York: 

“I  have  great  faith.  I  am  an  opti¬ 
mist.  . . .  The  greatest  group  in  the 
world  is  the  group  of  teachers  be¬ 
cause  they  give  so  much  of  them¬ 
selves.  So  I  [hope]  the  people  in 
hierarchy  will  kind  of  back  off  and 
stop  giving  all  these  ultimatums  and 
rules  and  guidelines  and  get  back  to 
the  real  teacher  in  the  classroom. 
Can  we  find  a  way?  So  you  can  help 
me,  so  I  can  help  you,  so  we  can 
help  the  child?” 

The  book  conveys  a  clear  concern 
for  moral  and  ethical  values  with¬ 
out  overt  sectarianism.  These  teach¬ 
ers,  by  example,  instruct  youngsters 
in  caring,  in  responsibility,  in  com¬ 
munity  and  commitment,  in  self- 
worth  and  respect  for  others,  in  the 
lessons  of  failure  and  the  joy  of 
achievement. 

The  teachers  offer  valuable  role 
models  for  both  parents — who  are  a 
child’s  first  teachers — and  Sunday 
school  instructors  as  well. 

Another  New  York  teacher,  Rob¬ 
ert  Sinclair,  sums  up  their  value: 

“You  have  to  keep  the  faith.  You 
really  have  to.  Because  somewhere 
along  the  line  something  is  really 
germinating  there.  And  when  you 
plant  seeds  for  20  years,  you  have  a 
very  big  crop.  You  have  a  very,  very 
big  crop.” 

Ms.  Astle  is  an  associate  editor  of 
the  Reporter. 


Where's  Jerry ?  Mulish  actor  disrupts 
rehearsal  for  sellout  nativity  pageant 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

Religious  News  Service 

One  veteran  performer  of  a  sellout  reli¬ 
gious  play  led  sheriffs  deputies  on  a  12- 
hour  overnight  chase  through  two  suburbs 
of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Dec.  7-8  before  he  was 
finally  located  and  subdued. 

Despite  his  mule-like  behavior,  the  ac¬ 
tor  was  not  drunk  or  on  drugs.  And  the 
episode  wasn't  an  item  for  the  “people” 
pages  of  the  local  newspapers. 

Jerry,  the  runaway,  is  a  mule. 

During  the  dress  rehearsal  for  the  Nativ¬ 
ity  play  at  North  Heights  Lutheran  Church 
in  Arden  Hills,  Jerry’s  owner,  Ralph  Carl¬ 
son,  had  tied  the  19-year-old  animal  to  his 
trailer  to  wait  for  the  proper  cue.  But  when 
Mr.  Carlson  went  out  to  check  on  him 
shortly  before  he  was  to  make  his  entry 
into  the  church,  the  mule  was  gone. 

Sheriffs  Deputy  Edward  Whitledge  said 
he  sighted  Jerry  three  times  going  40  miles 
an  hour. 

“Wearing  that  green  blanket,  he  looked 
like  he  should  have  a  knight  riding  on 
him,”  the  deputy  said.  “I  wondered  to  my¬ 
self  if  I  was  in  some  medieval  period  mov¬ 
ie.” 

Another  deputy  took  over  when  Mr. 
Whitledge  finished  at  1  a.m. 

Throughout  the  night  and  early  morn¬ 
ing,  Jerry  was  spotted  time  and  again.  But 
each  time  he  managed  to  elude  his  would- 
be  captors. 

After  Jerry  was  sighted  near  the  church, 
Mr.  Carlson  took  a  bucket  of  oats  and  com 


and  persuaded  tne  wandering  mule  to  stop 
for  a  snack. 

“He's  never  done  this  before,”  Mr.  Carl¬ 
son  said.  “I  don’t  know  how  that  rope 
came  untied.  He’s  normally  a  pretty  cool 
animal — likes  kids,  follows  cues  at  the 
pageant.  He  was  just  scared.” 

Jerry  carried  the  Virgin  Mary  into  the 
church  and  to  the  manger  erected  there  for 
the  play.  He  did  it  at  four  performances, 
each  of  which  drew  a  sellout  crowd  of 
1,550  persons. 

Jerry  also  stars  in  North  Heights’  Easter 
play,  in  which  he  carries  Jesus  during  his 
triumphal  entry  into  Jerusalem,  as  celebrat¬ 
ed  on  Palm  Sunday.  That  play,  also  always 
a  sellout,  will  be  given  in  nine  perfor¬ 
mances  during  the  1991  Easter  season. 


ADVENTS 

I  watch  on  a  December  day 
at  my  doorway  in  the  hall. 

The  postman  brings  the  season’s 
mail, 

and  cat  leaps  steps  with  waving  tail. 

I  watch  my  child  burst  in  from  play 
as  snow  begins  its  gentle  fall. 

Then  clearly  through  my  entryway 
I  hear  the  Christchild  softly  call. 

For  Love  will  in  those  greetings  be, 
and  Comfort  come  to  cat  and  me. 
Hope  burSts  in  with  child  to  stay 
as  Truth  falls  gently  over  all. 

—CLARA  LOU  KERR 


A  Praise  Song  for  Christmas 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  watching  your  budget. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  snarled  up  in  traffic. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  poignant  old  memories. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  wondering  who  you  are  now. 
Praise  the  Lord,  you  growing  and  changing. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  not  feeling  like  Christmas! 
Praise  the  Lord,  you  something  to  go  to. 

Praise  the  Lord,  for  concerts  and  functions. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  lighting  a  candle. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  making  some  cocoa. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  popping  some  popcorn. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  simply  beginning. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  weathered  address  book. 
Praise  the  Lord,  you  card  to  a  loved  one. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  planning  and  shopping. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  cooking  and  baking. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  hanging  the  wreath  out. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  putting  a  tree  up. 

Praise  the  Lord  for  giving  yourself  time  out! 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  putting  your  feet  up. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  wrapping  your  presents. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  writing  the  name  tags. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  fire  in  the  fireplace. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  bright  red  poinsettia. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  trip  to  the  nursing  home. 
Praise  the  Lord,  you  first  teen-age  Christmas. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  workers  and  colleagues. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  family  abiding. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  sweet  Christmas  carols. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  funny  new  movies. 

Praise  the  Lord  for  giving  (forgiving?). 

Praise  the  Lord  for  gracious  receiving. 

Praise  the  Lord,  you  paying  your  taxes. 

Praise  the  Lord  for  all  the  year’s  blessings. 

Praise  the  Lord  for  study  and  prayer  time. 

Praise  the  Lord  for  time  to  draw  near  Him! 

Praise  the  Lord  for  why  we  are  doing  this. 

Praise  the  Lord!  He  came  to  be  with  us. 

_  — MIMI  CLARK 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  MUSEUM  OF  MODERN  ART,  NEW  YORK 


'We  have  seen  his  star  . .  / 

The  star  of  Bethlehem  has  long  been  a  subject  of  Christian  art¬ 
ists  and  artisans.  Here,  the  star  is  represented  in  a  stained  glass 
window  titled  "Nuit  de  Noel"  by  Henri  Matisse.  The  window  is 
in  the  collection  of  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art  in  New  York 
City. 


Dear  Deborah=== 
Changed  will  reveals  hurt 


Dear  Deborah: 

My  attorney  has  suggested  that  I 
not  tell  my  family  what  is  in  my 
will,  which  I  finally  got  around  to 
doing  recently.  He  says  that  this  is 
his  advice  to  everyone. 

However,  I  was  deeply  hurt  when 
a  relative  died  a  few  years  ago.  I 
think  if  he  had  told  us  when  he 
changed  his  will,  some  problems 
could  have  been  resolved.  Until  his 
will  was  read,  I  had  no  inkling  that 
he  had  misunderstood  and  been  up¬ 
set  with  me. 

All  could  have  been  avoided  if  we 
had  somehow  been  able  to  talk  to 
each  other.  As  it  was,  he  lived  to  the 
end  of  his  life  with  a  gross  misun¬ 
derstanding,  and  now  I  live  with  the 
hurt,  too. 

What  do  you  think? 

Meg 

Dear  Meg: 

/.  loo,  have  heard  attorneys  say 
the  contents  of  a  will  need  not  be 
shared.  However,  I  have  also  learned 
that  it  is  in  dysfunctional  families 
that  secrets  are  kept  and  the  rule  is 
not  to  talk  about  hurt  feelings.  So 


you  have  to  know  your  own  family 
and  your  own  situation. 

It  is  my  belief  that,  in  general, 
wills  should  be  known  to  the  family. 
However,  if  any  changes  are  made, 
then  you  should  also  tell  them  about 
the  changes. 

Grief  is  hard  enough  without  the 
shock  of  a  changed  will! 

I  commend  you  for  thinking  about 
this  issue  and  planning  ahead  to 
spare  your  family. 

If  there  is  any  unresolved  feeling 
between  you  and  another,  you 
should  try  to  gel  it  straightened  out. 
just  as  you  wish  it  could  have  been 
done  for  you.  But  we  Christians  are 
supposed  to  try  to  do  that  anyway, 
aren ’t  we? 

I  pray  for  you  as  you  sort  this  out. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith.  Make  the  letter  brief. 
Questions  for  the  column  will  be  se¬ 
lected  from  the  letters.  Write  "Dear 
Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns= 

'O  come,  all  ye  faithful'  sung 
for  more  than  two  centuries 


O  come,  all  ye  faithful. 

Joyful  and  triumphant, 

O  come  ye,  O  come  ye  to 

Bethlehem. 

Come  and  behold  him, 

Born  the  king  of  angels: 

O  come,  let  us  adore  him. 

Christ  the  Lord. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Written  first  in  Latin,  these  lines 
date  from  the  middle  of  the  18th 
century  and  are  attributed  to  an  En¬ 
glishman  who  lived  in  Douay, 
France. 

A  Roman  Catholic  center,  Douay 
was  a  haven  for  English  religious 
and  political  refugees,  who,  in  1745, 
attempted  to  restore  to  the  English 
throne  the  descendants  of  the  de¬ 
posed  Stuart  king,  James  II. 

John  Francis  Wade,  a  musician 
and  skilled  calligrapher,  made  his 
living  copying  and  selling  music  to 
Roman  Catholic  chapels  and  to 
families  in  the  community.  His 
beautiful  manuscript  books  were 


the  finest  examples  of  his  artistic 
craft. 

The  origins  of  both  text  and  tune 
have  been  shrouded  in  mystery. 
Only  in  recent  decades  has  John 
Francis  Wade’s  authorship  of  both 
been  firmly  established.  The  proof 
was  found  in  seven  manuscript 
copies  of  the  song,  all  bearing 
Wade’s  signature. 

What  a  joyful  «ong  that  sings  of 
the  adoration  of  Bethlehem's  Babe. 

Unlike  the  Latin  text,  the  English 
version  made  by  Frederick  Oakley 
in  1841  for  his  congregation  at  Mar¬ 
garet  Street  Chapel,  London,  has  ir¬ 
regular  lines  and  no  rhyme. 

The  music  is  simple,  unsophisti¬ 
cated,  and  easily  sung. 

For  more  than  200  years,  in  Lat¬ 
in,  in  English  and  in  many  other 
languages,  the  words  and  music 
written  by  a  transplanted  English¬ 
man  have  become  one  of  the  more 
frequently  sung  songs  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  season. 

NEXT  WEEK'S  HYMN: 

"Co,  Tell  It  on  the  Mountain" 
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Homes  Dedicated 

V _ ^ 

From  the 

Retired  Ministers 

Homes  Board,  Inc. 

Downsville  Home  Dedicated 


A  special  Service  of  Dedication  was  held  for  the  home  in  Downsville 
Sunday,  September  30.  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  and  Dr.  James  M.  Poole, 
Ruston  District  Superintendent,  participated  in  the  service.  Rev.  Stephen 
R.  Williamson  is  pastor  of  the  Downsville  Church.  This  home  has  been  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Homer  and  Mary  Margaret  Bailes  since  June  of  this  year. 

The  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board  is  most  fortunate  to  have  been  the 
recipient  of  this  attractive  brick  home  on  a  beautiful  lot  given  anonymous¬ 
ly  by  friends  of  this  program  and  loyal  supporters  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Some  of  those  in  attendance  on  this  occasion  are  pictured  below: 


Rev.  James  Poole,  Ruston  District  Superintendent;  Mary  Margaret 
Bailes  and  Eugene  Scott,  Board  Member. 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden;  Lewis  Love,  Board  Chairman;  and  Stephen 
Williamson,  pastor  of  the  Downsville  Church. 


Becky  Gleason  is  Treasurer  of 
the  Downsville  Church  and  was 
the  hostess  for  fellowship  time 
following  the  Dedication 
Service. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Gladney  of 
Rayville.  George  is  a  member  of 
the  Board. 


Homer  and  Mary  Margaret  Bailes,  residents  of  the  home.  Board 
members  Eugene  Scott  and  Lewis  Love  are  pictured  in  background. 


Board  members  Doug  McGuire,  Lewis  Love,  and  Raymond  Crofoot. 


Ruston  Home  Dedicated 


A  special  Service  of  Dedication  was  held  October  28  for  the  new  home 
in  Ruston.  This  was  a  joint  project  with  Rev.  William  M.  Stokes  Jr.  and 
the  Board  sharing  construction  costs.  The  choice  lot,  located  near  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Tech  campus,  was  given  to  the  Board  by  the  T.  L.  James  Company. 

Participating  in  the  service  were:  Mr.  Lewis  Love,  Board  Chairman; 
Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Laskey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  C.  Love  III,  and  Dr.  Douglas  L. 
McGuire. 


Mrs.  Adona  Cain,  a  guest  at  the 
reception,  is  a  resident  of  the 
Retired  Ministers  Home  on  Flor¬ 
ida  Avenue  in  Ruston. 


Rev.  Stokes  greeting  guests. 


Rev.  Bill  Stokes,  resident. 


Notice  of  Meeting 

The  Board  of  Directors  will  meet  in  Baton  Rouge  at  the  Methodist 
Building,  527  North  Boulevard,  Thursday,  January  24,  1991.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Conference  Room  on  the  third  floor  and 
will  begin  at  1 1  a.m. 


Section  of  group  participating  in  the  service. 


1  am  enclosing  a  contribution  of  $ _ for: 

(check  one) 

_ Extended  Ministries  and  Administration 

_ Reserve  for  building  homes 

_ Undesignated 

As  a  memorial  to _ 

In  honor  of  _ 

Send  acknowledgement  to  _ 

Address  _ 

My  name  and  address  is  _ 


|  My  church  is  _ 

j  Pastor  _  Date _ 

I  _ I  would  be  interested  in  donating  my  home  or  other  property. 

I _ I 


Raymond  Crofoot,  resident  of  Retired  Ministers  Home  on  Carey 
Street  in  Ruston;  Rev.  Angus  Carruth,  Director;  and  Mike  John  Jr., 
Board  Treasurer. 


Honorariums  and  Memorials 


IN  HONOR  OF: 

Dr.  DeWitt  M.  Ginn 

Dr.  Doug  McGuire 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Dana  Dawson 

Mrs.  Harriet  G.  Nuernberg 

IN  MEMORY  OF: 

Rev.  &  Mrs.  John  P.  Bonnecarrere 
Claude  Pleasant 
Rev.  Glendon  R.  Messer 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  J.  P.  Bonnecarrere 
Dr.  Bill  Scott 
Eula  Rae  McKinney 
Miss  Elizabeth  Lowrey 
George  W.  Files 
George  Welch 

Rev.  Alfred  D.  St.  Amant,  Jr. 

Rev.  Glendon  R.  Messer 
Mrs.  Tammy  Milton 
Rev.  Eskel  L.  Tatum 
Mrs.  Bertha  Squyres 
Rev.  David  Strozier 
Mrs.  Katie  Mae  Smith 


FROM: 

Chester  A.  Bradley 
Arthur  F.  Woods 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.  Harrell 
Pauline  S.  Cox 
Ed.  Nuernberg 

FROM: 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Kenneth  E.  Taylor 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Tom  Adams 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  E.  Carver 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  Bonecarrere 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sam  D.  Skinner 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  T.  DeMasterson 
Mrs.  Irene  H.  Tatum 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jim  Standley  III 
Anna  S.  Ham 
Mrs.  Earl  Bradsher 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Raymond  Crofoot 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clifton  T.  Addison 
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Light  for 
the  Journey 


H.  Richard  Niebuhr  once  compared  the  ethical  responsibility  of  the 
Christian  to  an  automobile  driver,  who  must  make  forty  decisions  each 
minute,  and  each  of  them,  a  matter  of  grave  importance.  Neither  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  rules  of  the  road  nor  a  burning  desire  to  reach  the  destination 
are  adequate  safeguards  for  driving.  Both  are  important,  but  these  are 
not  enough.  The  driver  must  improvise,  must  exercise  judgment  based 
on  terrain,  the  weather  and  the  road  conditions. 

Neiburh  wrote  this  analogy  in  the  50’s.  It  needs  updating  for  the 
90’s.  As  fast  as  the  world  is  moving  today,  perhaps  decision  making  is 
more  akin  to  a  race  driver  on  a  cross-country  race,  speeding  over  un¬ 
mapped  terrain  in  a  blinding  rainstorm. 

Think  of  the  barrage  of  decisions,  judgments,  and  reactions  we  are 
all  called  to  make  today.  How  do  we  respond  as  Christians  to: 

an  eminent  war  that  is  unfolding 

hostile  acts  by  terrorists 

economic  stress 

increasing  crime 

human  hunger 

campaign  promises 

tax  priorities 

racism 

arms  escalation 
deterioration  of  schools 
breakdown  of  the  family 

All  of  these  subjects  make  up  the  front  page  of  today’s  newspapers. 
All  of  these  subjects  are  extremely  complex  and  all  affect  my  daily  life. 

There  is  a  word  for  the  Christian  seeking  to  be  responsible  in  deci¬ 
sion  making.  It  comes  from  Ephesians  4:17  (Jerusalem  Bible):  “In  par¬ 
ticular,  I  want  to  urge  you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  not  to  go  on  living 
the  aimless  kind  of  life  that  pagans  live.”  The  writer  goes  on  to  say  that 
pagans  are  alienated  and  estranged  from  their  Creator. 

As  Christians,  we  are  reconciled.  As  Christian  decision  makers,  we 
are  called  to  be  reconcilers.  Perhaps  the  Christian  race  car  driver  is 
that  one  who  drives  with  the  lights  on!  (If  I’ve  lost  you,  go  back  and 
read  the  first  two  paragraphs.)  Light  is  the  basic  symbol  of  Epiphany.  I 
pray  that  your  way  may  be  lighted  by  the  love  of  God  as  you  begin  a 
new  year. 


See  you  in  Worship  this  Sunday. 


O' 


The  Winter  "Coverage"  Mailed 


The  Conference  coordinated 
mailing,  “Coverage,”  containing  in¬ 
formation  for  the  winter  months 
was  mailed  this  week.  Included 
among  the  many  resources  in  the 
coordinated  mailing  are:  the  Con¬ 
ference  Center  Questionnaire,  a 
packet  for  the  local  church  youth 
coordinator,  a  brochure  for  register¬ 
ing  for  the  DISCIPLE  Training,  a 
brochure  regarding  the  Conference 
Justice  Journey,  announcements  in 
regard  to  the  Conference  Convoca- 


January 

Conference  Calendar 


7 

11- 13 

12- 13 

13- 15 

14- 18 
15 


19 
19-21 

20 
22-23 

24 

24- 25 

25 

25- 27 
27 

30-31 
31 -Feb.  3 
31 -Feb.  1 


Conference  Books  Close 

Adventure  in  Healing  and  Wholeness,  First  Church 
Alexandria 

National  Convocation  on  Older  Adult  Ministries,  Fort 
Worth.  TX 

Shepherd's  Visit  —  Baton  Rouge  District 
Audit  Week 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry:  Deadline  for  District 
Committee  recommendations  for  Probationary 
membership 

UMM  Jurisdictional  Retreat  Planning  Meeting 
Cabinet  Retreat,  Biloxi 
Human  Relations  Day 

Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Annual  Assembly, 

Holidome,  Lafayette 

Scouting  Banquet,  Lake  Charles 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry:  Update  list  of  Seminary 

Students  given  to  District  Superintendents 

Retired  Ministers  Homes  Board,  Inc.,  Headquarters 

Building 

Senior  High  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria 

United  Methodist  Women  Sunday 

Cabinet  Meeting,  Baton  Rouge 

Cursillo  No.  2,  Tail  Timbers 

Convocation  of  Boards,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


Yes,  We'll  Gather  at  the  River!: 

The  Louisiana  Gathering 


“Yes,  we’ll  gather  at  the  River!” 
is  the  theme  for  the  Louisiana 
Gathering.  Members  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Gathering’s  Steering  Commit¬ 
tee  chose  that  theme  as  they 
planned  the  events  for  the  March  9, 
1991,  revival  and  covenant  renewal 
service. 

Taking  the  Rite  of  Baptism  as 
their  cue,  participants  looked  at 


proposed  liturgies  and  musical 
numbers  that  expressed  the  joyous 
celebration  of  faith. 

Likewise,  the  group  visited  the 
Centroplex  where  the  event  is  to  be 
held  to  plan  seating  arrangements 
and  other  logistical  needs  for  the 
2000  +  member  choir,  the  proces¬ 
sions,  liturgical  dancers,  musicians, 
Speakers,  and  the  ten-thousand 


United  Methodists  expected. 

The  committee,  chaired  by  the 
Reverend  Chuck  Simmons,  also 
urged  local  congregations  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  work  on  their  Covenant  State¬ 
ment  and  banner  and  to  publicize 
the  Louisiana  Gathering  in  their 
communities.  A  series  of  mailings 
will  be  sent  out  shortly  to  leaders  of 
local  churches  from  the  Conference 
Office  with  details  of  the  event. 


Your  Invitation 

Everyone  is  invited  to  this  gather¬ 
ing  on  the  Mississippi  River.  Invita¬ 
tion  cards  will  be  distributed 
through  your  local  church  on  the 
Sundays  of  December  30,  1990, 
January  6  and  13,  1991.  Please  sign 
this  card  to  indicate  your  participa¬ 
tion  and  turn  it  in  to  your  local 
church. 


Conference  Center 
Fund  Continues  to  Grow 

Received  as  of  Dec.  28,  1990  $282,400 

I  am  delighted,  and  most  graceful,  for  the  response  to  the  special 
offering  for  the  Conference  Center. 

We  have  realized  a  goal  which  will  enable  us  to  buy  the  property 
once  certain  conditions  are  met. 

Therefore,  we  are  well  on  our  way.  I  would  urge  each  of  you  to  keep 
the  project  in  your  mind  and  in  your  prayers  and  if  you  can  give  in  a 
special  way  in  the  future  it  would  be  appreciated.  I  would  hope  that 
congregations  are  reminded  by  their  pastors  from  time  to  time,  of 
this  special  need  for  those  who  wish  to  make  memorial  gifts  or  other 
types  of  gifts.  All  of  us  are  grateful. 

Included  in  the  December-Januan  Coordinated  Mailing  is  a  ques¬ 
tionnaire  regarding  the  Conference  Center.  All  United  Methodists  are 
encouraged  to  share  suggestions  on  the  usage  and  physical  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  center.  Please  send  the  response  to  the  questionnaire  to 
the  Conference  Office  by  February  1 .  1991. 

Tom  H.  Matheny 
Chairman,  Conference  Center 
Ad  Hoc  Committee 


St.  Paul  Scholarships  Available 


Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  invites  ap¬ 
plications  for  its  academic  scholar¬ 
ships.  Seven  scholarships  will  be 
awarded  to  students  entering  the 
Master  of  Divinity  program.  Schol¬ 
arship  selection  is  based  on  distin¬ 
guished  academic  achievement  and 
potential  for  leadership  in  ministry. 

Contact  the  Office  of  Admission, 
5123  Truman  Road,  Kansas  City, 
MO  64127,  (816)  483-9600,  for 


more  information  regarding  the 
Mary-Margaret  and  William  Bever¬ 
ly  Miller  Presidential  Leadership 
Scholarships,  the  Racial  Ethnic 
Merit  Scholarships,  the  Saint  Paul 
Award,  the  Wesley  Scholarship,  and 
the  Trial  Year  Scholarship. 

Applications  for  admission  must 
be  submitted  before  March  22, 
1991  to  be  considered  for  a  scholar¬ 
ship. 


In  Memoriam 


Hazel  K.  Finnin,  wife  of  the  late  Rev.  William  M.  Finnin  Sr.,  died 
December  12,  1990.  Mrs.  Finnin,  is  survived  by  a  daughter,  Helen 
Waters,  who  resides  in  Hammond;  and  a  son,  the  Rev.  Will  Finnin,  a 
former  member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  and  Chaplain  at  SMU 
in  Dallas,  was  77  at  the  time  of  her  death. 


Battle  of  the  Banners  Enjoyed  by  All 


tion  of  Boards  and  the  process  for 
petitioning  at  Annual  Conference 
and  the  1 992  General  Conference. 

Those  receiving  the  mailing  are: 
all  ministers  (including  diaconal)  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference, 
Administrative  Board/ Administra¬ 
tive  Council  Chairpersons,  and 
CCOM  Chairpersons.  Persons  in¬ 
terested  in  obtaining  material  are 
asked  toplease  contact  the  listed 
representatives  or  contact  the  Con¬ 
ference  Office. 


The  first  Battle  of  the  Banners 
was  held  recently  at  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge. 
The  United  Methodist  Youth  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Wesley  acted  as  the  orig¬ 
inator  and  sponsor  of  the  event.  It 
was  a  time  of  great  fun  and  fellow¬ 
ship  for  all.  Mrs.  Faye  Ross,  Youth 
Director,  said  “It  was  a  time  dedi¬ 
cated  to  talking  about  the  gifts  of 
God’s  grace  to  all  of  us.” 

A  parade  procession  with  police 
escort  started  the  day’s  activities 
proceeding  from  First  United 


Methodist  Church  to  the  sanctuary 
of  Wesley  at  544  Government 
Street.  Participants  were  led  into 
the  sanctuary  by  a  Boy  Scout  color 
guard  and  flag  carriers.  All  then 
joined  in  singing  the  beautiful 
verses  of  the  song,  “We  Have  Come 
Into  His  House.”  The  day’s  activi¬ 
ties  progressed  with  group  singing, 
refreshments,  a  balloon  launch, 
lunch  and  a  beautiful  communion 
service  led  by  Dr.  George  Calvin, 
Baton  Rouge  District  Superinten¬ 
dent. 


Contest  participants  were  UMYF 
groups  from  Jefferson  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge;  St.  Luke  UMC  of  Greenwell 
Springs  Road;  and  Wesley  UMC. 
There  were  also  guests  from  Cam¬ 
phor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge.  First, 
second,  and  third-place  prizes  were 
awarded  to  Wesley,  Jefferson,  and 
St.  Luke  respectively.  Dr.  Calvin 
served  graciously  as  judge  for  the 
day.  Prizes  of  $100.00  and  $50.00 
were  awarded  with  monies  to  be 
used  toward  a  youth  service  project. 

The  members  of  Wesley’s  youth 


fellowship  wish  to  thank  all  of  their 
guests  for  attending  and  invite  a 
bigger  participation  for  next  year’s 
event.  It  was  good  to  get  together  to 
worship  and  give  thanks  for  God’s 
amazing  grace.  Special  thanks  are 
given  to  Dr.  Calvin,  guest  minister; 
the  youth  and  youth  coordinators  of 
Jefferson,  St.  Luke,  Camphor,  and 
Wesley  UM  Churches;  and  all  parents 
and  program  sponsors.  The  Reverend 
Freddie  Henderson  Sr.  is  pastor  of 
Wesley,  and  the  Reverend  Chris  An¬ 
drews  is  pastor  of  First  Church. 


The  launching  of  the  balloons  from  Wesley. 

Angels  smile  on  rural  pageant 


One  of  the  very  fond  and  pre¬ 
cious  memories  1  have  is  of  five  lit¬ 
tle  cousins  creating  a  Christmas 
scene  many  years  ago. 

For  ten  years  my  brother,  my  sis¬ 
ter.  and  I.  along  with  our  families, 
were  fortunate  to  live  in  the  same 
town  and  we  had  many  family  gath¬ 
erings. 

My  two  children,  my  brother’s 
two  children,  and  my  sister’s  youn¬ 
gest  daughter  were  born  just  exactly 
one  year  apart.  Their  ages  were  five 
to  nine  on  the  special  Christmas 
Eve  that  I  remember. 

Given  the  least  opportunity,  they 
liked  to  “perform”  for  the  rest  of 
the  family.  Sometimes  they  would 
make  up  a  poem  or  a  song  and  re¬ 
cite  or  sing  at  family  gatherings. 
Sometimes  they  would  form  an  “or¬ 
chestra”  and  share  their  talents  or 
act  out  a  play  they  had  written. 

That  particular  December  the 
five  little  cousins  kept  busy  plan¬ 


ning  their  “birthday  of  Jesus.” 

Enough  land  surrounded  our 
home  at  that  time  to  support  a  pas¬ 
ture.  a  pony,  assorted  other  ani¬ 
mals.  and  a  small  barn. 

Early,  on  Christmas  Eve,  the  five 
cousins  invited  other  members  of 
the  family  to  the  pasture  gate. 
Wrapped  in  plaid  blankets,  tied 
towels  covering  their  heads,  and 
with  wings  attached  to  sheet-cov¬ 
ered  shoulders,  the  little  troop  start¬ 
ed  the  production. 

One  little  girl  climbed  on  the  po¬ 
ny's  back  and  one  boy  cousin  held 
the  bridle  and  walked  toward  the 
hay-filled  manger  under  the  cover 
of  the  barn.  The  collie  dog  was  en¬ 
listed  as  a  sheep  while  the  shep¬ 
herds  watched  and  the  little  white 
angel  hovered  nearby. 

I’ve  always  felt  other  angels  were 
smiling  as  they  watched  our  family 
scene  on  that  special  Christmas 
Eve. 


First  Place  Winner  —  Wesley  UMC 


District  Audits 

The  District  Offices  will  be  conducting  the  Annual  Audits  during  the 
week  of  January  14.  The  District  Superintendents  have  sent  specific  times 
and  dates  for  each  local  church.  The  schedule  for  the  Districts  is  as  follows: 

Acadiana  15  &  16  Asbury  Church,  Lafayette 

Alexandria  14-16  14th:  FUMC  Natchitoches;  15  &  16:  FUMC  Alex. 

Baton  Rouge  17  &  18  Headquarters  Building 

Lake  Charles  15  &  16  District  Office 

Monroe  1 5  —  Oak  Grove  Church  in  morning;  Winnsboro  in 

afternoon 

16  &  17  District  Office 

New  Orleans  14  &  15  First  Church,  New  Orleans 

North  Shore  1 5  —  First  Church,  Denham  Springs 

17  —  St.  Timothy-on-the-North  Shore,  Mandeville 

Ruston  1 1  —  District  Office 

14  —  District  Office 

Shreveport  15  &  16  Centenary  College  Board  Room 
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Editorial, 


1990  showed  that  faith  is  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with 


No  one  to  our  knowledge  has 
declared  1 990  “The  Year  of  Reli¬ 
gion.” 

.  As  the  year  draws  to  a  close, 
however,  we  propose  such  a  “ti¬ 
tle”  for  consideration  by  future 
historians. 

After  all,  when  has  any  year 
been  so  packed  with  news  about 
religion’s  key  role  in  public  life? 
Consider: 

Item:  By  early  1990  both  reli¬ 
gious  and  secular  media  were  re¬ 
porting  how  Christian  churches 
in  Eastern  Europe  had  supplied 
much  of  the  impetus  for  reforms 
that  swept  away  five  decades  of 
communist  rule  in  that  area. 

Item:  Nelson  Mandela’s  Febru¬ 
ary  release  from  prison — result¬ 
ing  in  no  small  part  from 
lobbying  by  church  bodies  world¬ 
wide — helped  dramatize  the  on¬ 
going  role  of  Christian  leaders  in 
seeking  an  end  to  apartheid  in 
South  African. 

Item:  The  August  outbreak  of 
the  Persian  Gulf  crisis  focused 
widescale  public  attention  on 
Christian-Muslim  relations  and 
the  reality  of  religious  faith  as  a 
vital  source  of  cultural  identity 
and  tension. 

Item:  Major  cover  stories  in 
December  issues  of  no  fewer 
than  four  national  magazines — 
“Newsweek,”  “U.S.  News  and 
World  Report,”  “Life,”  and 
“The  Atlantic” — spotlighted  ex¬ 
tensive  concern  for  spiritual  mat¬ 
ters  among  a  U.S.  public 
generally  considered  more  secu¬ 
lar  than  religious  in  outlook. 

Futurists  John  Naisbitt  and 
Patricia  Aburdene  identify  reli¬ 


gious  revival  as  one  of  the  “me¬ 
gatrends”  of  the  Third 
Millennium.  Impressive  as  the 
foregoing  list  is,  one  may  debate 
whether  it  adds  up  to  a  profound 
“spiritual  revival,”  at  least  in  the 
usual  sense  of  widespread  con¬ 
versions  to  belief  in  God. 

But  it  clearly  discloses  height¬ 
ened  public  awareness  of  faith  in 
Qod  as  an  inescapable  force  in 
human  life. 

The  experience  of  the  Soviet 
Union  during  1990  is  instructive. 
The  reversal  there  of  government 
policy  that  for  more  than  70 
years  stifled  but  never  eliminated 
religious  expression  illustrates 
the  futility  of  trying  to  deny  hu¬ 
manity’s  spiritual  impulse. 

We  as  Christians  should  take 
heart  at  signs  of  growing  recogni¬ 
tion  for  this  reality. 

Among  other  things,  such  rec¬ 
ognition  complements,  or  at  least 
does  not  undermine,  our  efforts 
to  share  the  story  of  faith  with  a 
skeptical  world.  In  addition,  it 
provides  a  valuable  “reality 
check”  by  helping  us  to  see  our¬ 
selves  as  others  see  us. 

Room  for  improvement  re¬ 
mains  for  the  media  and  for  pub¬ 
lic  leaders  to  take  into  account 
religion’s  vital  role  in  the  human 
drama. 

Hence,  we  should  reinforce  the 
current  year’s  trend  by  com¬ 
mending  secular  newspaper  and 
magazine  editors,  TV  and  radio 
station  managers,  and  public 
leaders  whenever  they  demon¬ 
strate  such  awareness. 

Bolstered  by  the  “year  of  reli¬ 
gion,”  we  also  should  resolve  to 
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We  should  take  heart  at  signs  such  as  these  national  magazine 
cover  stories  of  heightened  recognition  that  faith  is  a  vital  part 
of  human  life. 


take  theologian  Karl  Barth’s  ad¬ 
vice  and  read  as  never  before 
“with  the  Bible  in  one  hand  and  a 
newspaper  in  the  other” — that  is. 


to  seek  God  in  the  dynamic  inter¬ 
play  of  our  Christian  faith  with 
the  events  of  our  time,  and  to 
urge  others  to  do  likewise. 


Here  I  Stand; 


We  must  give  up  ' rights' 
if  it's  peace  that  we  want 


By  ROGER  A.  PETERSON 

When  the  Prince  of  Peace  was 
bom,  the  angels  sang  of  peace  on 
earth  and  good  will  among  men. 

Jesus  taught,  “Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers,  for  they  shall  be 
called  the  children  of  God.” 

Yet,  as  Henry  Wadsworth  Longfel¬ 
low  pines  in  his  classic  poem  about 
the  bells  on  Christmas  Day,  “there  is 
no  peace  on  earth,  I  said  ...” 

Well,  why  not? 

Hans  Kung  in  his  book  titled, 
“On  Being  A  Christian,”  offers  an 
answer  and  a  challenge  that  should 
not  be  ignored  by  those  who  believe 
in  and  follow  Jesus  Christ. 

A  Christian,  he  writes,  “must  be 
willing  to  surrender  rights  which  he 
or  she  may  believe  that  they  are  en¬ 
titled  to,  without  expecting  any¬ 
thing  in  return.” 

If  and  when  this  happens,  a  door 
to  negotiation  and  reconciliation  will 
be  open,  and  we  will,  as  Jesus  chal¬ 
lenged  us,  be  going  the  second  mile 
with  those  who  ask  us  to  go  one  mile. 

What  does  this  mean? 

Suppose  you  say,  “I  have  a  right 
to  choose  to  drink  alcohol.”  Be¬ 
cause  the  exercise  of  “your  right” 
may  alienate  you  from  another  per¬ 
son,  or  it  may  alienate  someone  you 
love  from  God,  that  “rig(it”  may 
need  to  be  surrendered  to  resolve  a 
potential  conflict  that  could  alien¬ 
ate  you  from  others  or  from  God. 

Or,  consider  a  wife  who  says  to 
her  husband,  “I  have  a  right  to  be 
hurt ...”  or  a  church  member  who 
says  to  his  pastor,  “I  have  a  right  to 
be  angry."  That  right  may  need  to 
be  surrendered  in  order  to  resolve 


"Here  I  Stand"  is  a_  forum  through 
which  Reporter 
readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and 
concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the 
church.  This  week's 
contributor,  the  Rev. 

Roger  A.  Peterson  1 
Jr.,  is  pastor  of  Seneca  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Seneca,  Pa.  (Western 
Pennsylvania  conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
"Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-027S. 

an  inevitable  conflict. 

Or,  consider  someone  who  says, 
“I  have  a  right  to  hold  a  grudge.” 

“Excuse  me?”  Jesus  might  have 
said,  “What  right  is  that?  Unless  you 
can  forgive  your  brother  and  your 
neighbor,  and  even  your  enemies, 
why  do  you  expect  your  Father  in 
heaven  to  forgive  you  your  sins.” 

Unless  Christians  set  an  example 
for  our  world  as  peacemakers,  how 
can  we  expect  the  non-Christian 
world  to  consider  God’s  plan  for 
peace  on  earth?  In  the  Persian  Gulf? 
In  Nicaragua?  In  Northern  Ireland? 

Jesus  said  that  we  are  only  pil¬ 
grims  passing  through  this  world. 
Heaven  is  truly  our  home.  So  who 
do  we  think  we  are  to  demand  and 
hold  so  tightly  onto  “our  rights”? 

Let  us  ask  God  to  show  us  what 
rights  we  may  need  to  reconsider, 
and  how  our  surrender  may  bring 
about  peace — in  our  relationship 
with  God,  within  our  families,  within 
our  churches  and  within  our  world. 


Letters  to  the  Editor= 


Our  inheritance  comes  from  the  ranks  of  the  forgotten 


Recently,  I  was  with  a  medical 
team  in  Central  America.  We  held 
evangelistic  meetings  there  coupled 
with  medical  clinics  for  those  who 
had  needs.  They  were  many. 

During  my  last  morning  there,  I 
treated  a  six-year-old  boy  who  was 
blind,  with  one  eye  missing,  totally  na¬ 
ked,  autistic  and  evidently  deserted. 

Although  I  had  seen  around  1,000 
patients  during  the  previous  days,  by 
this  one,  I  was  nearly  overwhelmed. 

At  home.  I  sat  in  my  comfortable 
church,  listened  to  a  beautiful  choir 
accompanied  by  a  brass  ensemble 
and  heard  a  pastoral  prayer  for  the 
hostages  in  Iraq.  As  I  listened,  the 
face  of  that  young  boy  and  the  faces 


of  all  the  others  we  saw  reappeared 
and  I  was  nearly  overwhelmed  again. 

We  pray  for  those  whose  case  is 
brought  before  us  by  the  headlines 
and  we  forget  those  who  have  been 
hostages  all  their  lives  and  will  al¬ 
ways  be  held  captive  by  poverty. 

It  is  from  this  group  that  Jesus 
came  and  spent  most  of  His  time  in 
ministry.  It  is  from  the  ranks  of  the 
forgotten  that  we  have  received  our 
inheritance,  not  from  power  in  high 
places  or  the  opulence  of  aristocracy. 

Sometimes,  I  feel  the  church  has 
traded  its  mission  for  position  with¬ 
in  nobility  and  for  influence  in  the 
capitals  of  our  world.  I  am  sad¬ 
dened  by  that  loss. 


Those  of  you  who  labor  for  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  the  pariah — or  outcast  — 
are  my  heros.  It  is  you  who  are  not 
afraid  to  touch  the  untouchable  that 
give  me  strength  and  encouragement. 

Therein,  I  see  the  witness  of  true 
love. 

Tom  Wright 
Allen,  Texas 

12-step  editorial  affirmed 

I  was  pleased  to  read  of  your  sup¬ 
port  for  the  12-step  model  in  your 
Nov.  23  editorial.  The  12-step  mod¬ 
el  does  indeed  challenge  our  church 
to  re-evaluate  how  we  program  and 
provide  authentic  community. 

Clearly  very  few  local  churches 


Pontius'  Puddle 


I  WONDER 
IF  &00  CAN 
REALLY 
HEAR  N\E. 


HEY,  CrOO! 
WHAT  SHOULD 
r  DO  WITH 
N\Y  UFET 


FEED  THE  HUNGRY 
RIGHT  INJUSTICE. 
WORK  FOR  PEACE '■ 


What  others  are  saying; 


“The  resurgence  of  racism  in  our 
communities,  colleges  and  churches 
is  a  painful  reminder  of  the  broken¬ 
ness  in  the  family  of  God.  ...  It  is 
complex  to  get  at  the  root  of  our  cor¬ 
porate  problem.  It  is  sometimes  hard 
to  confess  our  own  complicity  in  the 
sin  of  racism,  and  to  be  willing  to  be 
transformed.  But  that  is  exactly  what 
God  will  do  with  us  if  we  present 
willing,  although  broken,  hearts." 

— The  Rev.  Charlene  P.  Kammerer, 


district  superintendent,  Florida  con¬ 
ference 


“Would  it  not  be  the  best  Christ¬ 
mas  ever,  if  we  should  be  so  over¬ 
whelmed  by  the  love  of  God  in  Jesus 
Christ  that  we  would  beat  our  swords 
(and  planes  and  tanks  and  guns)  into 
plowshares,  and  our  spears  into  prun¬ 
ing  hooks  and  study  war  no  more!” 

— The  Rev.  Kent  Douglass,  district 


superintendent,  Desert-Southwest 
conference 

*  *  * 

“Authentic  leaders  in  the  ’90s 
must  be  theologically  grounded  and 
have  confidence  in  the  Christian 
message.  Leaders  will  need  to  be 
known,  not  for  their  loss  of  courage, 
but  for  their  confidence  in  the 
Christian  message.” 

— The  Rev.  Robert  W.  Lynn,  former 
chief  executive,  Lilly  Foundation 


The  United  Methodist 

REPORTER 


that  I  know  about  are  providing  the 
programs,  the  groups,  and  the  com¬ 
munity  where  people  can  get  help¬ 
ful,  practical  support  for  their  pain 
and  an  opportunity  to  openly  share 
the  brokenness  of  their  lives. 

I  think  that  most  people  includ¬ 
ing  myself  want  to  be  on  a  lifelong 
road  to  recovery — healing  them¬ 
selves  and  their  relationships — with 
the  support  of  others.  Most  of  us  do 
not  want  piety  and  pie-in-the-sky 
answers  to  our  everyday  pain  and 
struggles.  We  would  like  to  be  part 
of  an  honest,  open,  intentional 
community  that  supports  one  an¬ 
other  in  living  life. 

The  12-step  movement  challenges 
our  churches  to  de-emphasize  unfo¬ 
cused  educational  programs  and 
inane  social/recreational  activities. 

Instead,  we  could  embark  upon 
creating  programs  that  meet  people 
where  they  hurt  and  that  help  them 
faithfully  respond  to  the  realities  of 
the  1990s. 

Houston  M.  Markley 
Phoenix,  Arizona 

Words  to  the  wise 

When  I  visited  friends  in  Colwyn 
Bay,  Wales,  they  took  me  to  see  a 
17th-century  church.  These  words  in 
old  English  script  hang  beside  the 
door 

“Oh  God,  make  the  doors  of  this 
church  wide  enough  to  receive  all 
those  who  need  human  love  and  a 
Heavenly  Father’s  care;  and  narrow 
enough  to  shut  out  all  envy,  pride 
and  hate.  Make  the  threshold 
smooth  enough  to  be  no  stumbling 
block  to  children  or  to  straying  feet, 
but  rugged  enough  to  tum  back  the 
Tempter’s  power.  Make  it  the  gate- 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Just  so,  I  tell  you,  there  will  be 
more  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner 
who  repents  than  over  ninety-nine 
righteous  persons  who  need  no  re¬ 
pentance.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from  readers.  Letters  should  be  brief, 
must  be  original  and  must  carry  the  signature  and  address  of  the  author. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  " Letters  to  the  editor/'  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box  66 0275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


way  of  Thy  Eternal  King.” 

Beth  Snow 
Harlingen,  Texas 

Would  Jesus  bless  this? 

I  write  to  raise  a  red  flag  against  a 
widespread  practice:  giving  dispa¬ 
rate  groups  of  employees  raises  of 
the  same  stipulated  percentage. 

The  practice  makes  the  rich,  rich¬ 
er  and  the  poor  comparatively 
poorer.  I  cannot  think  the  blessing 
of  Jesus  rests  upon  it. 

And  yet  we  see  it  again  and 
again — in  schools,  in  government, 
in  industry,  and  yes,  in  churches. 
Let  the  following  illustration  be 
prayerfully  pondered. 

Here  we  have  two  sterling  em¬ 
ployees  of  “Bedrock,  Inc.”  Both  go 
to  work  Jan.  1,  1991.  Worker  A  be¬ 
gins  in  a  $20,000  per  year  position. 
Worker  B  starts  in  a  $10,000  per 
year  position.  The  company  gives 
both  breadwinners  a  five  percent 
raise  every  year  for  10  years. 

Let’s  say  that  the  starting  salaries 
are  fair  and  there  are  no  variables  in 
the  situation,  just  two  workers  get¬ 
ting  regular  wage  increases. 

What  happens?  At  the  beginning 
there’s  a  wage  gap  amounting  to 
$10,000.  However,  at  the  end  the 
gap  has  widened  to  $15,513 
($31,026  vs.  $15,513).  In  that  10th 
year  Worker  B’s  raise  ($738.73)  is 
still  $261.27  less  than  Worker  A  re¬ 


ceived  the  first  year  ($1,000). 

How  can  that  be  fair?  If  Jesus 
were  president  of  Bedrock,  Inc.,  do 
you  think  He  would  bless  a  salary 
system  like  that? 

William  C.  Sanford 
Merced,  California 

We're  being  swallowed 

I  recently  found  our  library  did 
not  have  any  Protestant  Christian 
magazines.  I  offered  to  give  the 
money  to  buy  one. 

I  was  surprised  to  find  resistance. 
“Christian  magazines  aren’t  taken 
out,”  I  was  told. 

Also,  I  was  told,  they  didn’t  have 
any  room.  I  think  we’ve  heard  that 
refrain  at  one  of  our  special  seasons. 

Again,  they  said,  they  would 
“look  into  it.”  They’ve  been  “look¬ 
ing”  since  August. 

I  began  to  do  some  thinking.  *No 
member  of  our  congregation  is  on 
the  school  board  although  ours  is 
the  biggest  church  in  town.  We  have 
one  person  on  the  town  board. 

It’s  very  well  for  the  church  to 
build  universities  in  Africa  and  to  be 
concerned  about  situations  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America,  the  Persian  Gulf,  etc. 
But  if  we  don’t  wake  up,  secular  cul¬ 
ture  is  going  to  swallow  us  all  up  and 
we  won’t  know  what  happened  tons. 
William  H.  Bailey 
East  Aurora,  New  York 
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(Last  week’s  answer:  Isaiah  9:2) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  31 
Monday:  Psalms  1 1 1 
Tuesday:  Psalms  1 12:1-9 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  61:1 0-62 
Thursday:  Luke  2:22-40 
Friday:  John  1:1-9 
Saturday:  John  1:10-18 
Sunday:  Galatians  4:4-7 


A  Multiple  Choice 
Question  Tor  Persons 
Interested  in  Seminary: 

Which  United  Methodist  seminary  will  you  choose? 

The  13  United  Methodist  seminaries  prepare  tomorrow’s  leaders  today. 
Merit  scholarships,  ethnic  scholarships,  and  Trial  Year  Scholarships  for 
those  exploring  ministry  are  available.  For  more  information,  contact  the 
United  Methodist  seminary  of  your  choice. 

•  Boston  University,  School  of  Theology.  Boston.  MA,  (617)351-3036;  •  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University.  Arlanta,  GA,  (404)727-6326;  •  The  Theological  School.  Drew 
University,  Madison,  NJ,  (201)408-3111;  •  Duke  University  Divinity  School,  Durham,  NC, 
(919)684-2603;  •  Gammon  Theological  School,  Atlanta,  GA,  (404)527-7707;  •  Garrett 
Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  Evanston  IL,  1-800-736-4627;  •  Uiff  School  of  Theology, 
Denver  CO,  I -800-67 8- 3 360;  •  Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio,  Delaware,  OH, 
1-800-333-6876;  •  Perkins  School  ofTheology,  SMU,  Dallas.  TX,  (214)692-2293;  •  Saint  Paul 
School  ofTheology,  Kansas  City,  MO,  1-800-825-0178;  •  School  ofTheology  at  Claremont, 
Claremont,  CA,  (714)626-3521,  •  United  Theological  Seminary,  Dayton,  OH,  1-800-6864673, 
1-800-322-5817  (outside  Ohio);  •  Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  Washington,  DC,  1-800-8824987 

"A  Tradition  of  Excellence" 

A  pniject  uf  The  Association  of  United  Methidlst  Theological  Schools  and  the  Lilly  Endowment  Project. 
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STATUS  SOUGHT:  The  United 
.  .Methodist  Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns  has  applied  to  make  the 
controversial  World  Council  of  Churches  Spe¬ 
cial  Fund  to  Combat  Racism  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  Advance  Special  project.  This  would  make  it 
part  of  United  Methodism’s  40-year-old  “sec¬ 
ond  mile”  program  of  designated  giving.  The 
fund  gives  annual  grants  designated  for  humani¬ 
tarian  purposes  only. 

OBSERVANCE  PLANNED:  Metho¬ 
dists  in  England  and  the  United  States  have  an¬ 
nounced  extensive  plans  for 
the  commemoration  March 
2  of  the  200th  anniversary 
of  John  Wesley’s  death.  In¬ 
cluded  will  be  a  major  ob¬ 
servance  in  Moorestown, 

N.J.  Special  exhibits  are 
planned  at  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  gallery  in 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  and  Wesley's  death  mask 
the  United  Methodist  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History  headquarters  in  Madison,  N.J. 

HOSPITAL  SUED:  The  Methodist 

Hospital  in  Houston  is  being  sued  by  the  Texas 
attorney  general’s  office  on  charges  that  it  did 
not  provide  its  share  of  medical  care  for  the 
poor.  The  lawsuit  comes  in  the  midst  of  sweep¬ 
ing  investigations  by  U.S.  Congress  that  re¬ 
vealed  that  charity  care  provided  by  many 
private  nonprofit  hospitals  is  worth  less  than 
their  financial  benefits  from  tax-exempt  status. 
Methodist  Hospital  President  Larry  Mathis  dis- 
.  puled  the  charges  brought  against  the  hospital. 

DISMISSAL  LIKELY:  The  Rev.  James 
Hawk,  26,  is  asking  for  appointment  in  the 
United  Methodist  Western  Pennsylvania  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  as  an  openly  gay  clergyman,  a  re¬ 
quest  that  will  likely  result  in  his  dismissal.  He 
has  been  on  a  leave  of  absence  from  his  confer¬ 
ence  for  much  of  the  year  after  revealing  to  his 
bishop  that  he  is  a  “self-avowed,  but  non-prac¬ 
ticing”  gay  man.  The  United  Methodist  Church 
officially  considers  homosexuality  “incompati¬ 
ble  with  Christian  teaching”  and  prohibits  ordi- 
nation  or  appointment  of  “self-avowed 
practicing  homosexuals.” 

HOLY  LAND  HURTING:  It  turned 

out  to  be  a  Christmas  virtually  without  pilgrims 
this  year  in  Israel.  Christians  stayed  away  in 
record  numbers,  seemingly  worried  over  the 
..  possible  outbreak  of  war  in  the  Gulf  and  an 
Iraqi  chemical  weapons  attack  on  Israel.  “Every 
hospice,  every  hotel  is  affected  by  the  fear,”  said 
the  Rev.  Claudio  Baratto,  director  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Information  Center.  Pilgrimage  organizers 
say  this  Christmas  has  been  the  worst  in  de- 
'cades. 

LOCATION  STUDIED:  Trustees  of 

the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board 
have  approved  a  study  of  the  location,  facilities 
and  utilization  of  the  headquarters  of  the  agen¬ 
cy,  which  has  been  based  in  Richmond,  Va. 

,  since  its  formation  145  years  ago.  A  similar 
".  study  is  proceeding  regarding  New  York  head¬ 
quarters  of  United  Methodism’s  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

FIRST  CANDIDATE:  The  Baltimore 

Presbytery  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.) 
■has  endorsed  its  longtime  executive  presbyter, 
the  Rev.  Herbert  Valentine,  as  moderator  of  the 
church’s  1991  General  Assembly.  The  Balti- 
.more  Presbytery  will  host  the  policymaking  as¬ 
sembly  next  summer.  Mr.  Valentine  is  the  first 
announced  candidate. 

:Compiled  from  news  and  staff  reports 


Church  leader  'pilgrims'  seek  Mideast  peace 


From  news  reports 

NEW  YORK— Eighteen  top 
U.S.  Protestant  and  Orthodox 
church  leaders  freshly  home  from 
a  “peace  pilgrimage”  to  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  issued  a  message  to  the 
American  people  Dec.  2 1 ,  urgent¬ 
ly  appealing  for  renewed  peace 
initiatives  in  that  troubled  region. 

The  appeal  came  less  than  24 
hours  after  one  of  their  number, 
Presiding  Bishop  Edmond  Brown¬ 
ing  of  The  Episcopal  Church,  per¬ 
sonally  carried  their  concerns  to 
President  George  Bush,  an  active 
Episcopalian. 

The  appeal,  “War  Is  Not  the 
Answer,”  begins  by  asserting: 
“We  are  marching  toward  war.” 
Following  a  recounting  of  their 
recent  visit  to  the  Middle  East,  it 
ends  with  this  plea: 


“We  call  upon  the  churches 
and  upon  the  nation  to  fast  and 
pray  for  peace,  to  pursue  every 
means  available  of  public  dia¬ 
logue  and  popular  expression  to 
find  a  way  out  of  certain  catas¬ 
trophe,  to  resist  the  war  option 
and  help  point  the  way  to  peace 
with  justice." 

The  “pilgrimage”  took  the 
church  leaders  in  small  groups  to 
trouble  spots  in  Iraq,  Israel,  the 
West  Bank  and  Gaza  Strip,  Jor¬ 
dan,  Lebanon  and  Syria  and  the 
divided  island  of  Cyprus. 

“We  believe  that  the  United 
States  must  take  the  high  road  and 
do  all  it  can  to  diffuse  the  present 
crisis  in  the  Persian  Gulf,”  said 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Melvin 
G.  Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area), 
upon  his  return  as  a  member  of 
the  group  which  visited  Baghdad. 


Bishop  Talbert  described  the 
tension  in  Iraq  as  high. 

The  bishop,  a  vice  president  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
insisted,  “There  will  be  no  winners 
in  a  Persian  Gulf  war — only  los¬ 
ers.  An  open  conflict  could  spread 
the  conflagration." 

In  Baghdad,  Bishop  Talbert 
and  other  church  leaders  called 
on  officials  of  Saddam  Hussein’s 
government  “to  withdraw  imme¬ 
diately  its  troops  and  occupation 
forces  from  Kuwait.” 

Their  appeal  reflected  a  resolu¬ 
tion  on  the  Persian  Gulf  and 
Middle  East  crisis  adopted  by  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  on 
Nov.  15.  The  resolution  called 
for  “the  continuous  rigorous  ap¬ 
plication  of  sanctions  against 
Iraq  authorized  by  the  United 
Nations  Security  Council.” 


Those  who  visited  Baghdad  re¬ 
ported  evidence  of  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  the  sanctions,  including  a 
virtually  empty  airport  and  limi¬ 
tations  on  consumer  goods. 

The  Rev.  Joan  B.  Campbell, 
NCC  general  secretary-elect,  re¬ 
ported  that  the  delegation  re¬ 
turned  “more  convinced  than 
ever  that  there  will  be  no  peace 
in  the  region  until  several  issues 
are  resolved. 

“We  support  the  convening  of 
an  international  conference  for  a 
comprehensive  Middle  East 
peace  under  United  Nations  aus¬ 
pices,”  she  said. 

In  Israel,  the  church  leaders 
spoke  with  prominent  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Jewish  and  Muslim 
faiths,  as  well  as  officials  in  the 
Israeli  government  and  the  Pales¬ 
tine  Liberation  Organization. 


The  Very  Rev.  Leonid  Kish- 
kovsky,  president  of  the  NCC 
and  ecumenical  officer  of  the  Or¬ 
thodox  Church  in  America,  sum¬ 
marized  reactions  of  religious 
and  political  leaders  in  Lebanon 
and  Syria: 

“Although  there  is  a  certain 
hope  for  a  peaceful  solution,  ex¬ 
pressed  particularly  by  religious 
leaders,  the  nations  are  firm  in 
their  insistence  that  Iraq  with¬ 
draw  from  Kuwait.” 

According  to  Bishop  Brown¬ 
ing,  church  officials  in  Jordan 
and  Iraq  urged  Americans  to 
pray  with  them  for  a  peaceful  res¬ 
olution  to  the  crisis. 

“Our  visit  meant  a  great 
deal — -a  very  great  deal  —  to 
Christians  in  those  countries  who 
are  increasingly  anxious  as  the 
war  buildup  continues.” 


'Right-to-die'  case 
ends  for  UM  family 
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TV  worship  lights  up  America,  Germany 

DECATUR,  III. — Worship  leaders  at  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  light  candles  during 
the  videotaping  of  a  service  chosen  for  the  National  Council  of  Churches'  annual  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  midnight  broadcast  on  ABC-TV.  As  these  candles  were  lit,  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Friedenskirche  (Peace  Church)  of  Berlin,  Germany,  did  the  same  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  Bishop  Ruediger  Minor.  The  two  congregations  were  linked  by  an  audio  feed. 
From  left  are  the  Rev.  Ray  Owens,  Grace  associate  pastor;  the  Rev.  Clyde  Snyder,  district 
superintendent;  the  Rev.  Robert  Morwell,  pastor  of  Mt.  Pulaski  (III.)  UMC  and  originator  of 
the  idea  for  the  transatlantic  broadcast;  Grace  education  minister  Charles  Bryant;  Bishop 
Woodie  W.  White  (Illinois  Area);  and  the  Rev.  Don  (ones,  host  church  pastor. 

Workshops  promote  racial  openness 


From  news  and  staff  reports 

Nancy  Cruzan’s  father  says  that 
the  four-year  legal  battle  that  result¬ 
ed  in  removal  of  a  feeding  tube 
from  his  comatose  daughter  was 
“quite  an  accomplishment”  for  her. 

Lester  E.  (Joe)  Cruzan,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  layman  of  Carter- 
ville,  Mo.,  issued  a  statement 
Dec.  14  after  a  county  judge  ap¬ 
proved  the  withholding  of  food 
and  water  from  the  hospitalized 
woman. 

Mr.  Cruzan  said,  “Because  of 
Nancy,  I  suspect  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  can  rest  free, 
knowing  that  when  death  beck¬ 
ons,  they  can  meet  it  face  to  face 
with  dignity,  free  from  the  fear  of 
unwanted  and  useless  medical 
treatment. 

“I  think  this  is  quite  an  accom¬ 
plishment  for  a  25-year-old  kid, 
and  I’m  damned  proud  of  her.” 

Although  Ms.  Cruzan  is  32,  her 
father  referred  to  how  old  she  was 
at  the  time  of  an  automobile  wreck 
in  which  she  was  critically  injured. 
Because  she  has  been  unconscious 
since  then,  her  family  considers 
that  she  actually  died  then  and  that 
only  her  body  has  been  sustained 
by  artificial  means. 

New  evidence  given 

The  county  court  decision  was 
based  on  new  testimony  by  three 
of  Ms.  Cruzan’s  friends,  who  said 
she  told  them  she  wouldn’t  want 
to  be  kept  alive  artificially.  Her 
physician,  James  Davis,  also  tes¬ 
tified  that  Ms.  Cruzan’s  condi¬ 
tion  was  deteriorating. 

The  decision  brought  to  an  end 
a  major  “right-to-die"  legal  dis¬ 
pute,  in  which  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  played  a  key  role. 

Mr.  Cruzan  and  his  wife,  Joyce, 
are  members  of  Carterville  (Mo.) 
United  Methodist  Church.  During 
their  legal  battle  they  sought  coun¬ 
sel  from  several  United  Methodist 
ministers,  including  the  Rev.  Tex 
Sample,  professor  of  ethics  at 
United  Methodist-related  St.  Paul 


School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

The  family  also  was  supported 
by  the  church’s  social-action  arm, 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  The  agency  filed  a  “friend 
of  the  court”  brief  in  support  of 
the  Cruzans’  case  during  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  proceedings. 

The  high  court  ruled  5-4  in 
June  that  states  have  the  right  to 
prevent  family  members  from 
terminating  life  support  from  a 
permanently  unconscious  person 
in  the  absence  of  "clear  and  con¬ 
vincing”  proof  that  the  patient 
would  approve  of  such  action. 

'Profound  grief'  shared 

Church  and  Society’s  top  exec¬ 
utive,  the  Rev.  Thom  White 
Wolf  Fassett,  was  among  those 
responding  to  news  of  the  Dec. 
14  court  decision  that  allows  Ms. 
Cruzan  to  die. 

Dr.  Fassett’s  letter  to  the  Cru¬ 
zan  family  said  in  part:  “The 
General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  joins  persons  across  our 
nation  and  the  world  in  recogniz¬ 
ing  the  long  and  difficult  struggle 
you  and  your  family  have  won  on 
behalf  of  your  beloved  daughter, 
Nancy  Beth. 

“We  share  your  profound  grief 
at  this  moment  of  greatest  relief 
as  you  release  her  to  a  death  with 
dignity.” 

No  national  precedent 

Although  the  Cruzan  case  was 
the  first  "right-to-die”  case  to  go 
to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  its  fi¬ 
nal  resolution  did  not  set  a  na¬ 
tional  precedent. 

Daniel  Callahan  of  the  Hastings 
Center,  an  ethics  think  tank  in 
New  York,  said  it  “signals  the  fact 
that  laws  on  this  issue  differ  from 
state  to  state,  and  it  has  called  to 
attention  the  anguish  that  families 
have  when  they  are  faced  with  a 
confusing  legal  situation.” 

Religious  News  Service  and  As¬ 
sociate  Editor  Cynthia  B.  Astle 
contributed  to  this  report. 


United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE — Helping  “recov¬ 
ering  white  racists”  move  from 
guilt  to  positive  action  is  the  goal 
of  a  leadership  effort  launched  re¬ 
cently  by  United  Methodists. 

A  cross  section  of  ordained  and 
diacona!  ministers  serving  in  vari¬ 
ous  church  leadership  roles  met  in 
Nashville  for  three  days  to  develop 
a  workshop  model  they  hope  to  see 
multiplied  across  the  nation. 

The  plan  calls  for  reaching  al¬ 
most  a  third  of  United  Methodist 
ordained  and  diaconal  ministers — 
9,000  denominational  leaders — by 
the  end  of  the  decade. 


As  a  part  of  their  required  con¬ 
tinuing  education,  pastors.  Chris¬ 
tian  educators,  district 
superintendents,  bishops  and  per¬ 
sons  in  other  professional  ministe¬ 
rial  roles  will  be  invited  to  enroll  in 
a  three-day  workshop  to  “reflect  on 
the  church’s  vision  of  community.” 

The  first  corps  of  15  workshop 
leaders  was  trained  in  Nashville 
on  Nov.  26-29.  Each  leader  agreed 
to  lead  two  events  each  year. 

Five  workshops  are  projected 
for  the  summer  of  1991 — one 
each  in  Boston,  Chicago,  Denver. 
Philadelphia  and  Memphis. 

Ten  will  be  scheduled  in  each 
remaining  year  of  the  decade. 


The  Rev.  Richard  Yeager  of 
Nashville,  who  works  with  con¬ 
tinuing  education  opportunities 
for  the  church's  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  is 
the  spark  plug  for  the  new  effort. 

“The  United  Methodist 
Church,  with  its  broad  ethnic  and 
racial  membership,  has  a  unique 
opportunity  to  arouse  our  folks  to 
understand  that  a  multicultural  so¬ 
ciety  is  our  church’s  great  opportu¬ 
nity,"  he  said. 

Workshops  being  planned  are 
in  addition  to  other  racism  semi¬ 
nars  that  have  been  held  across 
the  church  to  sensitize  persons, 
according  to  Dr.  Yeager. 


Program  teaches  ministers  to  use  spirituality  to  counter  drug  abuse 


DELAWARE,  Ohio — The  Rev.  Vergel  Lattimore  III  discusses  some 
course  work  with  Molly  Hastings,  a  student  in  the  master  of  arts  pro¬ 
gram  in  alcoholism  and  drug  abuse  ministry.  Dr.  Lattimore  is  director  of 
the  trend-setting  program  at  Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio. 


By  CASSANDRA  CLANCY 

DELAWARE,  Ohio — A  United 
Methodist-related  seminary  is  offer¬ 
ing  what  it  sees  as  a  powerful  force 
against  the  “spiritual  corrosion”  of 
drug  abuse  and  addiction. 

Methodist  Theological  School  in 
Ohio's  special  degree  program — the 


master  of  arts  in  alcoholism  and 
drug  abuse  ministry — is  believed  to 
be  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  the 
country. 

Established  in  1985,  the  two-year 
program  has  graduated  54  clergy 
and  lay  practitioners  such  as  profes¬ 
sional  counselors. 

The  program’s  new  director,  the 


Rev.  Vergel  Lattimore  III,  said  that 
spirituality  is  a  major  component  of 
the  course  of  study. 

“Substance  abuse  and  addiction 
represent  a  spiritual  corrosion  that 
compromises  the  integrity  of  one’s 
interpersonal  character  and  one’s 
intrapersonal  value  ethics,”  said 
Dr.  Lattimore,  an  ordained  minis¬ 
ter  of  the  African  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Zion  Church. 

“By  learning  more  about  issues 
such  as  fear,  guilt,  anxiety,  trust, 
loneliness,  suffering,  acceptance 
and  forgiveness,  we  can  change  ad¬ 
dictive  behavior. 

"In  our  journey  toward  healthier 
spirituality,  we  recognize  the  re¬ 
demptive  love  of  God  within  our¬ 
selves.  This  helps  many  people  take 
the  path  toward  recovering." 

In  addition  to  studying  the  dy¬ 
namics  of  chemical  dependency  and 
the  processes  of  healing  and  recov¬ 
ery,  students  in  the  drug  abuse  min¬ 
istry  program  are  taught: 

/  A  theological  understanding  of 
illness  and  healing: 

/  Effective  pastoral  care  and 
counseling  skills: 

V  The  spiritual,  psychological, 
physical  and  interpersonal  and  social 
dimensions  of  chemical  dependency; 

/  The  skills  of  early  detection 
and  diagnosis: 


Z  The  importance  of  interven¬ 
tion; 

•f  Current  treatment  models; 

Z  Approaches  to  public  educa¬ 
tion  and  prevention; 

Z  The  12  steps  to  spiritual  recov¬ 
ery  used  by  support  groups  such  as 
Alcoholics  Anonymous. 

Under  licensed  supervision,  stu¬ 
dents  gain  clinical  experience  in 
central  Ohio  hospitals,  community 
health  centers  and  private  practice 
groups. 

“Many  people  with  addictions  go 
to  their  ministers  for  help  initially 
because  ministers  are  non-threaten¬ 
ing.”  said  Sandi  McCall,  a  1986 
graduate  of  the  program  and  now  a 
professional  counselor  in  Worthing¬ 
ton,  Ohio. 

"That’s  why  it’s  essential  to  edu¬ 
cate  ministers  about  the  addictive 
process,  how  it  impacts  the  family 
and  what  steps  can  be  taken  to  guide 
addictive  people  toward  treatment.” 

In  addition  to  the  new  director. 
Dr.  Lattimore,  the  Rev.  Carolyn  L. 
Pettigrew,  a  United  Church  of  Christ 
minister,  was  appointed  this  year  as 
educational  assistant  to  the  academic 
dean  for  the  drug  abuse  ministry  pro¬ 
gram  and  for  continuing  education. 

Ms.  Pettigrew’s  two  responsibil¬ 
ities  converged  during  December  in 
the  program’s  first  continuing  edu¬ 


cation  seminar  for  Ohio  attorneys 
on  drug  abuse  and  ethics. 

“Many  religious  and  secular 
groups  are  turning  to  us  as  a  re¬ 
source  for  alcohol  abuse,  interven¬ 


tion  and  spiritual  recovery 
training."  Ms.  Pettigrew  said. 

Ms.  Clancy  writes  features  for 
Methodist  Theological  School  in 
Ohio. 


HAVE  YOU  CONSIDERED.... 

The  Real  Cost  Of  Your  Current  Church  Newsletter 

•  Paper,  Supplies  $ 

•  Labels  $ 

•  Copy/Printing  Expense  $ 

•  Postage  $ 

•  Secretary's  Time  $$ 

•  Pastor/Associate’s  Time  $$$ 

TOTAL  $$ 

As  you  are  planning  your  1990  budget,  consider  the  hidden  costs  of  pro¬ 
ducing  your  church  newsletter.  Expenses  are  usually  spread  out  in  differ¬ 
ent  sections  of  your  church  budget  so  you  don't  actually  see  the  total 
cost.  When  you  add  up  these  real  costs  you  may  discover  that  a  weekly 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  or  biweekly  edition  of  the 
United  Methodist  Review  can  actually  provide  significant  savings  for 
your  local  church.  Plus,  a  UMR  edition  frees  up  valuable  staff  and  secre¬ 
tarial  time  which  can  be  redirected  to  other  parts  of  your  mission  and 
ministry.  Give  us  a  call  and  let  us  help  you  compare  costs! 

Call  collect  or  write  to: 

Ron  Adams,  Marketing  Executive,  UMR  Special  Editions,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 


Faith  at  work 
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Faith 

= connections 

ITC  FOUNDER  DIES:  The  Rev.  Har¬ 
ry  V.  Richardson,  founder  and  first  president  of 
the  Interdenominational 
Theological  Center  in  At¬ 
lanta,  died  Dec.  13  in  At¬ 
lanta.  He  was  89.  Beginning 
with  relocation  of  United 
Methodist-related  Gam¬ 
mon  Theological  Seminary, 
six  denominations  estab¬ 
lished  seminaries  on  the 
ITC  campus  in  1959:  Afri-  Harry  V.  Richardson 
can  Methodist  Episcopal,  Baptist,  Church  of 
God  in  Christ,  Presbyterian  and  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal.  A  member  of  the  Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  Annual  Conference,  Dr. 
Richardson  became  president  of  Gammon  in 
1948.  During  1956,  he  proposed  the  idea  of  a 
center  for  the  education  of  black  ministers  to 
Dean  Rusk  of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation,  and 
received  a  $2.25  million  grant  for  the  institu¬ 
tion. 

INTERIM  EXECUTIVE  NAMED: 

Marilyn  Whaley  Winters,  a  management  con¬ 
sultant  for  non-profit  orga¬ 
nizations  and  a  former 
director  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  has 
been  named  interim  chief 
executive  of  the  board’s  Na¬ 
tional  Division.  The  former 
deputy  general  secretary,  the 
Rev.  Brian  Fetterman,  re¬ 
signed  in  October.  Ms.  Winters  serves  as  chair¬ 
person  of  the  United  Methodist-related 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center  in  Nashville,  owned  by 
the  Women’s  Division.  A  former  vice-president 
of  the  Women’s  Division,  she  is  the  author  of 
"Say  Yes!”  a  resource  book  to  train  officers  of 
United  Methodist  Women.  A  search  committee 
is  seeking  a  new  chief  executive  of  the  National 
Division. 

UMW  LEADER  DIES:  Thelma  Ste¬ 
vens,  88,  one  of  United  Methodism’s  best- 
known  lay  workers,  died 
Dec.  18  in  Asheville,  N.C., 
following  a  stroke.  Ms.  Ste¬ 
vens  was  known  for  her 
tireless  pursuit  of  racial  jus¬ 
tice,  women’s  rights  and  in¬ 
ternational  peace  while 
head  of  Christian  social  re¬ 
lations  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  for  almost  30  Thelma  Stevens 
years.  An  executive  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  Women’s  Division  from 
1940-68.  Ms.  Stevens  was  instrumental  in  cre¬ 
ation  of  the  first  book  to  publish  all  state  laws 
on  race. 

CHILDREN'S  AID:  The  Christian 

Children’s  Fund,  based  in  Richmond,  Va„  and 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Paul  F.  McCleary,  a  United 
Methodist,  recently  sent  teams  to  the  Soviet 
Union  and  Romania  to  study  how  best  to  aid 
children  suffering  from  a  variety  of  problems. 
These  include  a  number  of  Romanian  children 
who  have  AIDS  and  Soviet  children  suffering 
radiation  sickness  as  a  result  of  the  Chernobyl 
nuclear  plant  meltdown. 

BISHOP'S  WIFE  DIES:  June  B.  Am 
mons,  62,  wife  of  United  Methodist  Bishop  Ed- 
sel  A.  Ammons  (Ohio  West  Area),  died  Dec.  17 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  of  cancer.  In  addition  to 
her  husband,  survivors  include  six  children  and 
two  grandchildren. 

CENTER  RELOCATION:  The  Na 

tional  United  Methodist  Native  American  Cen 
ter  on  the  campus  of  United  Methodist-related 
Oklahoma  City  University  may  be  relocated  to 
a  seminary  campus.  Exploratory  talks  are  being 
held  with  United  Methodist-related  Iliff  School 
of  Theology  in  Denver.  Meanwhile,  the  position 
of  executive  director  of  the  center  remains  open 
since  the  resignation  of  the  Rev.  Ben  Bushyhead 
in  November  1989.  Marcelene  Mahsetky-Rog- 
ers  will  continue  as  acting  director  until  June.  A 
search  committee  recently  reopened  the  appli 
cation  process. 

MAYORAL  CANDIDATE:  The 

Rev.  Emanuel  Cleaver,  pastor  of  St.  James-Pa 
seo  United  Methodist  Church  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  has  announced  his  candidacy  for  mayor  of 
Kansas  City.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  city 
council  for  1 2  years  and  is  mayor  pro-tem. 
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Superintendents  handle  duties  with  prayer 

Public  school  administrators  who  are  UM  laymen  say  their  faith  is  crucial  to  their  jobs 


By  CONNIE  METZGER 

What  does  it  take  to  be  a  pub¬ 
lic  school  superintendent? 

An  ability  to  lead  and  inspire, 
good  training,  hard  work — and 
prayer. 

That’s  the  response  of  United 
Methodists  in  top  administrative 
positions  in  county  school  sys¬ 
tems  in  those  geographic  areas — 
Delaware  and  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Maryland — which  encompass 
the  church’s  Peninsula  Annual 
Conference. 

“Your  faith  is  what  gives  you 
the  internal  strength  to  get 
through  the  many  situations  you 
have  to  deal  with,”  said  Dr. 


Wayne  Barton,  superintendent  of 
the  Smyrna,  Del.,  district. 

Dr.  Barton  is  a  member  of  As- 
bury  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Smyrna,  where  he  has  served 
on  the  administrative  board  and 
finance  committee. 

Faith  plays  a  part 

Another  superintendent,  Dr. 
Terence  Greenwood  of  Worces¬ 
ter  County,  Md.,  schools,  said:  "I 
believe  when  you're  considering 
any  decision  affecting  young  peo¬ 
ple,  your  faith  plays  a  part  in  any 
decision,  any  day.” 

A  member  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Salisbury, 
Md.,  Dr.  Greenwood  has  served 


South  Carolina  church 
rebuilds  homes  wrecked 
by  Hurricane  Hugo 


A  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Moncks  Comer,  S.C.,  re¬ 
cently  held  21  “housewarmings” — 
and  more  are  on  the  way. 

Moncks  Comer  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  recently  presented  keys 
to  their  new  homes  to  21  families 
helped  by  the  church  to  rebuild  af¬ 
ter  the  devastation  of  Hurricane 
Hugo.  The  huge  storm  swept 
through  portions  of  the  Carolinas 
in  September  1989  after  wreaking 
damage  in  the  Caribbean. 

The  Rev.  Gene  Couch,  pastor  of 
Moncks  Comer  UMC,  said  that 
$  1  million  has  been  contributed — 
much  of  it  from  across  United 
Methodism — to  the  building  ef¬ 
fort.  By  the  time  the  final  30 
homes  are  built,  the  total  rebuild¬ 
ing  project  is  expected  to  be  worth 
$2.5  million. 

“We  hope  to  be  finished  with 
Hugo  in  May,"  said  Mr.  Couch. 
“Then  we  will  begin  addressing 
the  mass  amount  of  inadequate 
housing  that  Hugo  uncovered.”  - 

Mr.  Couch  said  that  Berkeley 
County,  of  which  Moncks  Comer 


is  the  county  seat,  is  a  “health 
problem  ready  to  explode”  be¬ 
cause  of  inadequate  housing. 

He  and  others  in  Moncks  Cor¬ 
ners  declare  that  the  rebuilding 
job  couldn’t  have  been  done 
without  United  Methodist  Vol¬ 
unteers  in  Mission  workers. 

One  volunteer,  David  Vam, 
from  Pennsylvania,  has  made 
three  trips  to  help  rebuild  homes 
in  Moncks  Comer.  He  told  a 
Moncks  Comer  newspaper  that 
his  response  was  motivated  by 
assistance  given  to  his  area  after 
floods  caused  by  Hurricane  Ag¬ 
nes  in  1972. 

About  800  volunteers  have 
come  from  as  far  away  as  Canada 
and  California  to  help  in  the  re¬ 
building  ministry. 

Despite  losing  its  steeple  to 
Hugo,  the  Moncks  Comer  church 
served  as  an  interfaith  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  center  for  Berkeley  County 
in  the  hurricane’s  immediate  af¬ 
termath  (see  UMR,  Oct.  5,  1989). 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLT 


as  youth  counselor,  education 
chair,  Sunday  school  teacher  and 
as  a  member  of  the  pastor-parish 
relations  committee. 

“Every  youngster  needs  a  solid 
foundation  in  the  faith,”  asserted 
Dr.  Greenwood.  He  said  he  sees 
a  difference  in  values  between 
students  who  go  to  church  and 
those  who  do  not. 

Putting  specifics  on  that  point 
was  Dr.  DeWayne  Whittington, 
superintendent  of  schools  in 
Somerset  County,  Md. 

“There’s  just  no  comparison 
between  kids  raised  in  a  church 
environment  and  those  who 
aren’t,”  said  Dr.  Whittington. 

Moral  character  shows 

“1  can  walk  into  a  classroom 
and  identify  them  soon  after  we 
engage  in  conversation,”  Dr. 
Whittington  said. 

“Their  behavior  patterns  are 
better  with  regard  to  things  like 
study  habits,  persons  they  asso¬ 
ciate  with,  interests,  grades.  That 
doesn’t  mean  the  smartest  kids 
are  religious.  But  it  shows  up  in 
their  strong  moral  character — 
their  speech,  the  way  they  carry 
themselves,  nonverbal  signals.” 

Dr.  Whittington,  a  member  of 
Shiloh  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Criswell,  Md.,  is  Peninsula 
Conference  chair  of  higher  edu¬ 
cation  and  campus  ministry. 

James  J.  Lupis,  superintendent 
of  Kent  County,  Md.,  schools, 
said  he  believes  children  need  a 
strong  faith  and  that  United 
Methodists  “just  aren’t  getting 
our  young  people  in  church. 

“We’re  missing  out,”  he  said. 
“We’ve  lost  a  lot  of  people  who 
have  to  get  their  faith  else¬ 
where — or  later.” 

Superintendents  are  not  al¬ 
lowed  to  proselytize  and  they  en¬ 
force  church  and  state  separation. 
But  several  said  they  would  like 
to  see  prayer  back  in  schools. 

'I  don't  agree' 

One  said,  “We  have  laws  and  I 
follow  them,  but  I  don’t  agree 


James  J.  Lupis  (above),  school 
superintendent  of  Kent  County, 
Md.,  says  United  Methodists 
should  work  harder  to  get  chil¬ 
dren  involved  in  church. 
DeWayne  Whittington  (right), 
school  superintendent  of  Som¬ 
erset  County,  Md.,  says  chil¬ 
dren's  exposure  to  faith  shows 
in  their  behavior.  Both  are  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  laymen  in  the 
Peninsula  Annual  Conference 
encompassing  Delaware  and 
Maryland's  Eastern  Shore. 

with  everything  that’s  passed.” 

Dr.  Greenwood  said  there  is 
“quite  a  bit  of  church  support  for 
the  educational  system”  in  terms 
of  pastors  giving  congregations 
information  and  incentive  to  get 
involved  with  their  local  school 
systems. 

He  cited  the  example  of  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Ber¬ 
lin,  Md.,  where  a  “Say  Yes  to  Edu¬ 
cation”  program  is  in  full  swing 
with  22  volunteers  for  a  two-eve- 
ning-a-week  tutoring  program. 

Dr.  William  Potter,  a  lifelong 
member  of  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cambridge, 
Md.,  is  superintendent  of  Dor¬ 
chester  County  schools.  He  said 


that  he  believes  churches  and 
schools  need  a  partnership. 

With  changes  in  “traditional” 
family  structure — both  parents 
working  or  single-parent  house¬ 
holds — churches  can  help  by  pro¬ 
viding  ecumenical,  non-sectarian 
programs  for  “latchkey”  children 
after  school,  he  said. 

What’s  the  first  step  United 
Methodists  should  take  if  they’re 
concerned  about  children  and 
education? 

“Get  the  kids  into  church,” 
said  Mr.  Lupis.  “Too  many  just 
don’t  go.” 

Ms.  Metzger  is  editor  of  the 
Peninsula  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter. 


New  book  explores 
children's  spiritual  life 


By  PATRICIA  LEFEVERE 

Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Children 
can  be  spiritual  without  be¬ 
ing  religious  and,  likewise, 
they  can  be  religious  without 
being  spiritual,  says  a  Har¬ 
vard  psychiatrist  whose  latest 
book  is  about  the  spiritual 
life  of  children. 

In  a  recent  interview,  Dr. 
Robert  Coles  said  that  spiri¬ 
tuality  “has  to  do  with  the 
fundamental  existential 
questions  about  the  nature 
and  meaning  of  life.” 

While  children  can  benefit 
from  religious  parents  and 
teachers  and  from  Sunday 
school,  he  said,  the  ritual  and 
rules  of  “formal  religious  ex¬ 
perience  can  get  in  the  way  of 
spirituality  and  can  deaden 
children’s  energies.  ...  It  can 
hurt,  like  all  things  ambigu¬ 
ous.” 

In  “The  Spiritual  Life  of 
Children,”  published  by 
Houghton  Mifflin,  Dr.  Coles 
examines  what  children 
think  about  God,  religion, 
heaven  and  hell,  the  meaning 
of  life,  happiness,  pain  and 
death.  It  is  the  eighth  and 
last  volume  of  his  30-year 
study  of  children,  which  won 


him  the  Pulitzer  Prize  in 
1 973  for  two  of  the  volumes. 

The  new  book’s  subjects  are 
500  children,  most  of  them 
ages  eight  to  12.  Their  respons¬ 
es  about  God  and  life’s  pur¬ 
pose  are  as  diverse  as  their 
backgrounds — Catholic,  Prot¬ 
estant,  Jewish,  Muslim,  Native 
American,  atheist  and  agnos¬ 
tic. 

What  links  them  and  per¬ 
haps  all  children,  the  author 
writes,  is  their  intense,  unre¬ 
mitting  and  often  subtle  inter¬ 
est  in  the  eternal  questions: 
“Where  do  we  come  from? 
What  are  we?  Where  are  we 
going?” 

Always  Dr.  Coles  posed  to 
the  youngsters  the  same 
questions:  “What  do  you 
think  God  is  like?  What  do 
you  think  you  are?  What’s 
important  to  you  about  life?” 

Dr.  Coles  does  not  attempt 
a  therapist’s  answer  to  either 
the  eloquence  or  confusion 
resulting  from  the  children’s 
articulation  of  how  God  fits 
into  their  lives.  Instead  he 
uses  his  own  secular  inclina¬ 
tions  and  training  to  show 
how  religion  and  spirituality 
can  create  wholeness  and  co¬ 
hesion  for  a  youngster. 


Panel  ponders  2nd  jobs  for  pastors 


Religious  News  Service 

A  United  Methodist  task  force  is 
considering  a  proposal  that  would 
loosen  restrictions  on  second-job 
options  for  pastors. 

This  is  seen  as  a  way  to  increase 
the  number  of  fully  ordained  minis¬ 
ters  who  serve  small  congregations. 

At  present,  the  church  considers 
full-time  service  the  norm  for  or- 
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dained  ministry. 

This  makes  it  difficult,  some  task 
force  members  believe,  for  or¬ 
dained  ministers  to  serve  small  con¬ 
gregations  and  have  to  supplement 
their  incomes  with  second  jobs. 

Small  congregations  with  limited 
financial  resources  are  frequently 
served  by  unordained  "local”  pas¬ 
tors  or  ministers  in  training,  said 
Myrtle  Felkner,  chair  of  the  small- 
membership  church  task  force. 

When  ordained  ministers  serve 
small  congregations,  Ms.  Felkner  said, 
they  usually  stay  for  only  a  short  time. 

Consequently,  the  panel  is  consid¬ 
ering  a  recommendation  to  liberalize 
the  second-job  provisions  in  church 


law.  The  present  regulation  includes  a 
long  list  of  stipulations  that  must  be 
met  for  ordained  ministers  serving  in 
less  than  full-time  capacities. 

“Our  bottom  line  is  that  we  want  to 
enable  ministry  to  happen  in  the 
small-member  churches  and  their 
communities,”  said  Ms.  Felkner. 

However,  the  Rev.  Robert  Kohler 
of  the  denomination’s  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
questioned  the  need  to  liberalize  the 
secondary-job  provisions. 

The  issue,  he  suggested,  is  not  so 
much  providing  adequate  pastoral 
care  for  small  congregations  but, 
rather,  maintaining  the  authority  of 
bishops  to  appoint  clergy. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  Si  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion,  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words. 
Blind  ads  $10  additional  plus  add  8  words  to 
your  copy  for  contact  information.  Cash  must  ac¬ 
company  order  except  on  contract  advertising  or 
when  otnerwise  approved  in  advance. 

CHOIR  ROBE  SALE-  50%  OFF  Quantity  or¬ 

ders  for  robes  in  stock;  4  styles,  5  colors  in  each. 
Sale  price  $29-49  each.  Contact:  Moody’s 
Robes,  Dept.  UM.  1025  Eastern  Star  Road, 
Kingsport,  TN  37663  or  phone  (615)  349-6557 
to  see  samples. 

ADOPTION.  WE  KNOW  ITS  A  HARD  choice. 

More  than  anything,  we  want  a  baby  to  share  our 
love.  Financially  secure,  expenses  paid.  Lesley 
and  David  (212)  885-1256  collect. 

ST  ANDREW  S  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church,  722  Robinhood  Place,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78209,  (512)  824-2465.  Full-time  music  director 
for  600-member  church  with  excellent  musical 
tradition.  Children’s,  youth,  youth  handbells  all 
need  building  up;  well-established  adult  choir  (50 
voices)  and  handbell  ringers.  Fall  and  Spring  con- 
certs  with  orchestra.  Master’s  degree  required; 
salary  negotiable.  Send  resume,  tapes,  references 
by  February  1  to  reach  Rev.  Jon  D.  Lowry,  Pastor 
at  the  church  address. 

DIRECTOR.  ECUMENICAL  URBAN  Minis¬ 

tries,  Pittsburgh,  PA.  We  are  seeking  a  person 
with  organizational  experience  and  skills  who  will 
lead  this  training-oriented  five-denomination  or¬ 
ganization  in  determining  significant  urban  is- 
sues  in  the  area  and  the  training  needed  by  clergy 
and  parish  leadership.  A  portion  of  the  assign¬ 
ment  will  be  as  co-pastor  of  the  Community  of 
Reconciliation,  an  interdenominational  congre¬ 
gation.  E.U.M.  is  an  AA/EEO  employer.  Detailed 
position  description  available  on  request.  For- 
ward  dossiers  by  January  31,  1991  to:  Search 
Committee,  Ecumenical  Urban  Ministries,  100 

N.  Bellefield  Ave..  Pittsburgh.  PA  15213-2610. 
Phone:(412)682-2751.  j 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 

Jacksonville,  Florida  Church.  Youth  ministry  ex¬ 
perience  preferred;  active  youth  program.  Salary 
520,000  + .  Benefits  provided.  Contact:  Senior 
Pastor,  Ortega  United  Methodist  Church,  4807 
Roosevelt  Blvd.,  Jacksonville,  FL  32210.  Phone. 
(904) 389-5556. 

KENTUCKY  CONFERENCE  COUNCIL  on 

Ministries  seeks  an  associate  director  for  youth 
and  educational  ministries.  Contact:  David  Hil¬ 
ton,  P.O.  Box  55107,  Lexington,  KY  40555-5107. 
Telephone:  (606)  254-7388. 

NEEDED:  A  UNITED  METHODIST  Minister  or 

United  Methodist  seminary  student  (one  half  com- 
plete)  on  Ordination  Track.  Must  be  of  Philippine 
heritage  to  establish  missional  ministry  to  people 
with  Philippine  heritage  in  Memphis.  Must  be  flu¬ 
ent  in  Tagalog.  Will  develop  special  studies,  reli¬ 
gious  services  specific  to  Philippine  culture:  visita¬ 
tion;  lead  Bible  studies,  counseling  with  Filipino 
mem  ben  in  spiritual/family  matters.  Must  have 
prior  experience  in  ministry.  Will  he  on  staff  of 
Springdale  UM  Church.  Salary  $  10,500/year.  Con¬ 
tact:  Mrs.  Edna  Flynn  at  TN  Job  Service,  1295 
Poplar  Ave.,  Memphis,  TN  38104. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  IN  PASTORAL  Care 

and  Counseling.  Established  position.  10  years. 
AAMFT  certification  and  ordination  preferred. 
Job  description  sent  on  request.  2100-member 
church  in  30.000  community  near  University  of 
Tennessee.  Salary  negotiable.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Box  567,  Oak  Ridge,  TN  37831. 

GROWING  PLANO  UMC,  with  1200-mem¬ 

bers  is  seeking  Director  to  establish  and  admin¬ 
ister  preschool  children’s  weekday  program. 
Applicant  must  be  United  Methodist,  have 
child  development  degree  (or  related  field),.  5 
years  preschool  experience,  2  years  in  adminis¬ 
tration.  To  apply,  send  resume  to:  Childrens 
Weekday  Program,  St.  Andrew  UMC,  18910 
Preston  Rd.,  Dallas,  TX  75252. 

A  RETIRED  UM  ELDER,  with  32  years  expe¬ 

rience  is  seeking  part-time  employment  as  a  vis- 
itation  pastor  for  nursing  homes,  retirement 
centers,  hospitals  and  home  bound  folks. 
Phone:(918)  786-3388.  j 

KIRKWOOD  UNITED  METHODIST  Church 
of  suburban  St.  Louis.  Missouri,  1500+  mem¬ 
bers.  is  seeking  an  experienced  Director  of 
Youth  Ministry  to  oversee  the  entire  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  201  west 
Adams.  St.  Louis.  MO  63112,  Attn:  Phyllis 
Buck. (314) 966-8167. 

FULL-TIME  DCE.  Supervise  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren's  ministries  in  growing  900-member 
church.  Contact:  Sierra  Vista  UMC,  4522  Col¬ 
lege  Hills  Blvd.,  San  Angelo,  TX  76904.  PH: 

(915)944-4041, 


THE  SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Native  American  Ministries  (SE- 
JANAM)  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
looking  for  a  full-time  director  for  one  year.  Ap¬ 
plications  can  be  mailed  to:  Dr.  Israel  L.  Rucker, 
SEJ  Administrative  Council,  P.O.  Box  237,  Lake 
Junaluska,  NC  28745.  The  deadline  for  accepting 
applications  is  February  1 ,  1991. 


FULL-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director 

Youth  and  Christian  Education.  Responsibilities 
include:  programming  and  direction  of  Junior 
and  senior  high  youth;  planning  and  over  sight  of 
education  program  for  900-member  church.  Re¬ 
quirements:  desreefs)  in  education  and  youth 
work.  Salary:  $24,000  range  commensurate  with 
education  and  experience.  For  resume,  contact: 
First  United  Methodist  church,  99  S.  Central 
Ave.,  Somerset,  KY  42501.  (606)  678-4042. 


DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION.  Im¬ 

mediate  opening  with  growing  1700-member 
church  Tampa,  FL.  Develop  and  coordinate  di¬ 
verse  educational  ministries.  Prefer  college  de¬ 
gree,  minimum  5  years  DCE  experience  in  Meth¬ 
odist  church  of  1200  or  more.  Compensation 
negotiable.  Send  resume,  references  to:  Dennis 
Hardin,  Hyde  Park  United  Methodist  Church, 
500  W,  Platt  St.,  Tampa,  FL  33606. 


BUS—  YEAR:  1967;  MAKE:  CHEVROLET;  ca¬ 

pacity:  66  passenger;  mileage:  137,500,  engine  re¬ 
placed  at  107.000;  miscellaneous:  body  and  rub¬ 
ber  are  good.  Has  current  PA  inspection  sticker, 
price:  asking  $1,000.  POC:  Paul  Byers-  day  (717) 
263-8560,  evening  (7 1 7)  264-5676. 


VICE  PRESIDENT  FOR  STUDENT  LIFE  and 
Dean  of  Students,  Lambuth  College,  Jackson. 
Tennessee.  Directly  responsible  to  the  president 
for  student  activities,  student  counseling,  student 
services,  student  organization,  and  student  disci¬ 
pline.  Send  letter  of  application,  resume,  and 
three  letters  of  recommendation  to:  Professor  Jo 
Booth,  Chairman  Search  Committee,  Lambuth 
College,  705  Lambuth  Blvd.,  Jackson,  TN  38301 


UNITED  METHODIST  UNIVERSITY  Parish 

Director  at  Kansas  State  University,  bachelor’s 
degree  required.  Advanced  degree  and  experience 
preferred.  Competitive  salary  and  benefits.  Cre¬ 
ative  person  in  developing  new  forms  of  ministry. 
Women  and  minorities  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
Contact:  Search  Committee.  612  Poyntz,  Man¬ 
hattan,  KS  66502.  (913)  776-8821.  Deadline: 
February  15,  1991. 


TWO  FAMILY  PHYSICIANS  urgently  needed 

to  join  husband/wife  F.P.  group  in  rural  upstate 
New  York.  Desire  physicians  who  share  interest 
in  community  service  and  Christian  missions. 
Pleasant  community  with  hospital,  diversified 
economy,  good  schools,  and  beautiful  hills. 
Competitive  salary.  Contact:  Dr.  Thomas  R. 
Holmes,  M.D.,  Route  23  E.,  P.O.  Box  311,  Nor¬ 
wich,  NY  1 38 1 5.  Call  collect:  (607)  336-6362  or 
(607)  336-5112. 


BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu¬ 
mulations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet, 
confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  nego¬ 
tiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references. 
Box  808,  Fulton,  TX  78358. 


HAMILTON  PARK  UMC  IS  ACCEPTING  ap¬ 
plications  for  an  Organist/Director.  Responsibil¬ 
ities  include:  accompanying  all  worship  services, 
alt  choirs  (two  adult,  vocal  and  instrumental  en¬ 
sembles,  youth,  male  chorus  and  graded  choirs). 
Must  demonstrate  strong  organ,  accompanying 
and  directing  skills  with  experience  and  interest 
in  organization,  motivation,  recruiting  and  nur¬ 
turing  new  choirs,  soloist  or  ensembles.  Deadline 
for  accepting  applications  is  February  1,  1990. 
Please  send  resume  to:  Hamilton  Park  UMC, 
Attn:  Cynthia  Felder,  11881  Schroeder  Rd.,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  75243.  Phone:  (214)  235-8110,  Metro: 
(8 1 7)  265-7257. 


SANLANDO  UNITED  METHODIST  Church  in 

Longwood,  Florida  is  seeking  an  experienced 
Youth  Director.  A  growing  community  with  a 
very  active  youth  program  wants  to  insure  the 
continuation  of  its  excellent  program.  Youth 
work  experience  will  be  necessary  and  adminis¬ 
trative  skills  desired.  Salary  in  mid-20's  with  ne¬ 
gotiable  benefits.  Position  description  available 
upon  request.  Send  resumes  to:  Scott  Jones,  1890 
West  State  Road  434,  Longwood,  FL  32750. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  2000-mem¬ 
ber  church  in  South  Florida.  Strong  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Mail  resumes:  J.C.  Powell,  1001  NW  70 


THOUSAND-MEMBER  SHERMAN — McK'a- 

ney  District  UMC  seeks  full-time  Youth  Direc¬ 
tor.  High  energy,  creativity  essential.  Sala^  ap¬ 
proximately  $20,000.  Resume  to.  Program 
Director,  P.O.  Box  801.  Sherman,  TX  75091. 

TRINITY  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 

403  Racetrack  Road  NW,  Fort  Walton  Beach,  FL 
32547,  has  position  opening  for  Director  of  Mu¬ 
sic.  Position  may  range  from  full-time  to  less  than 
full-time.  Responsibilities  include:  director  of 
adult  and  children’s  choirs,  ensemble,  adult  and 
youth  handbells,  and  children’s  chimes  and  de¬ 
velopment  of  new  programs  as  needed.  Experi¬ 
ence  in  church  music  and  direction  essential.  Sal¬ 
ary  commensurate  with  experience  and  training. 
Send  resume  to:  H.  Lake  Hamrick,  Chairperson 
PPR  Committee,  by  January  31,  1991. 

FAMILY  NEWSLETTERS—  the  newest  form  of 

family  communication.  Fun,  easy  and  satisfying. 
Start  1991  off  right!  Complete  package  details 
$2.00  SASE.  FTHN,  Dept.  M,  Box  1382,  Sedona, 

AZ  86336. 

DILLON,  COLORADO:  2  BEDROOM,  2  bath 

condo  for  lease  weekly,  winter,  spring,  summer, 
or  fall.  Call:  (214)  239-5061.  Sleeps  8.  No 
smokers!  , 

BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS!  New  and 

used—  Champion.  Call:  American  TransCoach 
today.  (8 17)  458-4844. 

FOR  SALE.  2  STAINED  GLASS  CHURCH  win¬ 

dows.  40”w  x  51”h  cathedral  shaped.  Circa  1907, 
Denver,  excellent  condition,  restored  1975. 
$500.00  ea.  (214)  352-9993. 

METHODIST  DISCIPLINES  PUBLISHED  be¬ 

fore  1900  wanted  for  a  church  library’s  historical 
collection.  Please  contact:  Mrs.  H.H.  Lundberg, 
47C  Fifth  St.,  Wilmette,  IL  6009 1 .  | 

LEARN  ABOUT  YOUR  CONGREGATION’S 

coramunity/neighborhood  through  a  popula¬ 
tion  profile.  For  more  information  contact:  Al¬ 
bert  A.  Herzog,  Jr.,  Ph  D.,  Research  consultant, 
1287  Clydesdale  Court,  Columbus,  OH  43229. 
(614)  888-4568. 

SUBSCRIBE  NOW  TO  A  NEW  "The  Adult 

Connection."  Bimonthly  newsletter  provides  re¬ 
sources,  views,  reviews,  encouragement  for  adult 
Christian  education.  $10  per  year.  More  informa¬ 
tion:  Adult  Connection,  Box  1627,  Round  Rock, 
TX  78680. 

FOR  SALE:  1982  IVECO  TRANSIT  BUS,  24 

passenger,  Deutz,  5  cylinder,  diesel,  air  condi- 
tion,  electric  doors.  Price:  $15,000.00.  Call:  (214) 
838-6531  8:00  to  5:00,  Monday-Friday. 

FOR  SALE:  TWENTY  BLACK  CHOIR  ROBES. 

Used  and  in  good  condition.  Reasonably  priced: 
$10.00  each.  Contact:  Choir  Director,  Tonica 
United  Methodist  Church,  Tonica,  IL.  Phone: 
(815)442-3543. 

SINGLES  MINISTRY:  LOOKING  FOR  new 
ideas,  resources  or  even  to  fill  a  staff  position? 
Write:  Institute  of  Singles  Dynamics,  Box  1 1 394, 
Kansas  City,  MO  64112.  j 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE 

Smokies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable 
view.  Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $165 
week,  $525  four  weeks.  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
Winter  a. -liability.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 
627-9507. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church. 

Fill  your  music  staff  position  (20-40  houre  week¬ 
ly)  with  a  trained  professional.  Outstanding  per¬ 
sons  available.  Free  service.  Church  Musicians’ 
National  Referral  Service,  Dept.  18.  Box  36, 
Huntington,  WV  25706-0036. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  at  First 

Methodist,  3401  Canal  Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones, 
pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m.  Worship:  11:00  a.m. 
(504)488-0856. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  FOR  EXPERIENCED 

Organist  at  First  United  Methodist  Church-  Wax- 
ahachie,  Texas.  Please  send  resume  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of:  John  Dowd,  Pastor,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  505  W.  Marvin,  Waxahachie,  TX 
75165  or  call  (214)  937-4400. 

CHOIR  ROBES  FOR  SALE.  25  gold  robes  with 

collars  (2  sets,  4  colors),  Payne  Springs  United 
.  Methodist  Church,  (903)  451-4456. 

